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Be holy, for I, the LORD your God, am holy. You 
shall not steal. You shall not lie or speak falsely 
to one another. You shall not swear falsely by my 

name, thus profaning the name of your God. I am the 
Lord. You shall not defraud or rob your neighbor. You 
shall not withhold overnight the wages of your day 
labourer. You shall not curse the deaf, or put a stum-
bling block in front of the blind, but you shall fear 
your God. I am the Lord. You shall not act dishonestly 
in rendering judgment. Show neither partiality to the 
weak nor deference to the mighty, but judge your 
fellow men justly. You shall not go about spreading 
slander among your kin; nor shall you stand by idly 
when your neighbor’s life is at stake. I am the Lord. You 
shall not bear hatred for your brother in your heart. 
Though you may have to reprove him, do not incur 
sin because of him. Take no revenge and cherish no 
grudge against your fellow countrymen. You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself. I am the Lord.

— Book of Leviticus, 19, 1-2, 11-18. 

EXAMINATION  
OF CONSCIENCE 
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A hymn as one approaches day’s end

O GENTLE JESUS,  
BE OUR LIGHT

SWEET Saviour, bless us e’er we go,
Thy word into our minds instil,
And make our lukewarm hearts to glow

With lowly love and fervent will.
Through life’s long day and death’s dark night,
O gentle Jesus, be our light.

THE DAY is done, its hours have run,
And thou hast taken count of all,
The scanty triumphs grace hath won,

The broken vow, the frequent fall.
Through life’s long day and death’s dark night,
0 gentle Jesus, be our light.

FOR ALL we love, the poor, the sad,
The sinful,— unto thee we call;
0 let thy mercy make us glad;

Thou art our Jesus and our All.
Through life’s long day and death’s dark night,
0 gentle Jesus, be our light.

— Father Frederick Wiliam Faber 1814-1863, friend of Samuel Coleridge and 
John Henry Newman. He was received into the Catholic Church in 1845. He 
was one of the founders of the London Oratory. 
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Reading Between the Lines

HE recent 
beatification 
of John Paul 
I I prompts 
not  a  few 
m e m o r i e s , 
n o t  l e a s t 

of his trip to these shores 
back in 1986. One image 
in particular stands out; it 
was a photograph on the 
second or third page of the 
Sydney Morning Herald, 
one among a number of 
photos recording the events 
of the youth Mass held at 
the Sydney Showground 
the day before. The topmost 
photo was of John Paul, 
while below him was one of a lone demonstrator outside 
the showground; a young man of about thirty holding a 
placard that read ‘The Pope is an Anti-Christ and the Mass 
a Blasphemy’. What the message lacked in ecumenical 
sentiment it more than made up for in clarity. 

The protestor was an ardent Protestant of the Calvinist 
variety, one who still held to old Reformation notion that 
the Catholic Church was a fraud dreamed up by the Devil. 
Among the many supposed errors of the Church was that 
concerning saints, which is to say the idea that there are 
certain individuals who, being holier than others by reason 
of God’s grace, are able to intercede for others with special 
efficacy. Given that the protestor resolutely opposed this 
teaching one wonders what he would have made of the 
recent events concerning the beatification of John Paul. 
Perhaps it would confirm for him the truth of his banner 
and his hatred of the Catholic Church; or perhaps he has 
outgrown such sentiments and is indifferent to things 
religious. Or maybe, just maybe, John Paul saw the photo 
and prayed for him, and, in what would be something of a 
miracle, the protestor was converted and is now a Catholic 
who thinks the beatification of John Paul to be a rather 
grand and wonderful thing. 

Who can say what the answer is? 
Well I can, because that protestor was me.
It was early in the 1990s that I began 

to question my Calvinist faith and a few 
years later that I began to be drawn to 
reconsider the Catholic Church. And 
once I began to reconsider, things 
began to present an altogether different 
face — not least the Bible. Although 
I must have read the Scriptures a 
thousand times certain passages 
began to present themselves for new 
consideration, and then previously 

hidden meanings began 
to be unveiled. It is hard 
to convey the sense of 
this, but it was a bit like 
suddenly noticing that the 
house one had lived in 
for many years was full of 
hippos. You are puzzled 
as to how it was such an 
obvious feature was not 
noticed before. Apart 
from the Bible there was 
one book that worked to 
convince me to become 
a Catholic and that was 
John Paul’s Crossing the 
Threshold of Hope. So it 
was that in 1997 I was 
received into the Church.

Of course the process of conversion is a long and 
mysterious thing and its workings are ultimately as obscure 
to the convert as they are to others, so what follows is 
speculative. 

I have often wondered if in fact John Paul did see that 
photo for if he did I have no doubt he would have prayed 
for my soul, and so I like to think that my conversion was 
something of a miracle worked through the graces given 
to the Pope. This would mean that the very person whom 
I was so seriously insulting and slandering was the very 
means by which God worked to bring me to the Church. 
The very office – the Papacy – that I held to be the centre 
of wickedness was the very office that brought me to the 
fullness of the Gospel and to the full and real presence of 
Jesus Christ in the Mass – which was the other thing that 
my banner traduced.

Properly speaking every conversion is a miracle of grace, 
but as John Paul’s beatification shows sometimes God’s 
grace works in rather special ways through rather special 
people, and this grace works in ways that are more evident 
to others outside of the faith, hence the phenomenon 
of medical miracles as a means of allowing others to 

assess, objectively so, these special ways. Certainly my 
conversion from being a resolute enemy of the 

Church, to, I hope, a faithful member thereof, 
is not a miracle of the nature of a sudden 

medical cure, and yet when I look back 
to that time and the journey that led me 
through lots of twists and turns to the 
Church, I am struck with wonder. 

There is one often neglected 
principle in the Bible and this is that we 
must honour the means of God’s grace, 
be it our parents, our priests, or our 
saints – so with this in mind, thank you 
John Paul II.

THANK YOU,  
JOHN PAUL II

By RobeRt tilley
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Homily Preached In St Mary’s Basilica Sydney, May 1, 2011

BLESSED JOHN PAUL ‘THE GREAT’
By George Cardinal Pell

HESE INSPIRING 
words are from the 
first great sermon of 
Pope John Paul I I 
as pope in St Peter’s 
Square ,  Rome on 
22 October 1978. I 

remember them well, although many 
of you here today were not born then. 
With that sermon I realised we had a 
new champion, but in all my optimism 
I never guessed at the magnitude of his 
achievements that were to follow in the 
next nearly 27 years.

It is entirely appropriate then that we 
gather here on Divine Mercy Sunday, 
a devotion which the late Holy Father 
encouraged, to pray in thanks and 
rejoice in Pope John Paul’s beatification 
in Rome.

The late Pope travelled the world to 
preach Jesus Christ. Through turmoil, 
ferocious opposition, his personal 
suffering, he practised what he 
preached. He is a worthy model. 

Karol Jozef Wojtyła, Lolek to his 
friends, was born in 1920, the son of a 
professional soldier, also named Karol. 
A gentleman of the old school, multi-
lingual and respected for his integrity, 
he was the most important influence on 
the young Lolek, whose mother died 
when he was nine.

Karol junior attended the local 
elementary school at Wadowice and was 
goalie in a soccer team largely made up 
of Jewish boys. When he was twelve 
years of age, his only brother Edmund, 
a medical doctor, died after catching 
scarlet fever from a patient.

Karol never attended a minor 
seminary or Catholic school but 
received a sound classical education, 
taking both Latin and Greek at the local 
state high school. From the study of 
ancient Western civilisation, especially 
Aristotle and Greek tragedy. Karol and 
his fellow students were told that the 
vital question for them, as in the past, 

was how to define a good human life. 
They were soon to be confronted with 
violently opposed definitions.

Karol was the outstanding student in 
his last year, chosen to give the address 
to the visiting Archbishop of Krakow, 
Cardinal Adam Sapieha. When informed 
that this impressive young man was 
going to study Polish literature, in 
which he was already saturated, at the 
Jagiellonian University, the Archbishop 
replied, “a pity”.

On 1 September 1939, the Nazis 
invaded Poland and seventeen days 
later the Russians struck from the 
East. Six million Poles died during 
the Second World War and the Poles 
suffered a double defeat; first from the 
Nazis, then from the Communists.

Under Hans Frank, Nazi rule in 
Poland was a nightmare. The Poles 
had no rights, their culture was to 
be destroyed, secondary schools and 
universities were closed to them, 
leaders in every walk of life were to be 
imprisoned, often killed, while Nordic 
looking Poles were to be assimilated, 
the others allowed to die out. Chopin’s 
music was forbidden.

Then Karol began four years of 
forced manual labour, first of all mining 

limestone in a quarry, then working 
in the Solway chemical factory. For an 
able-bodied young man, the alternatives 
were execution or a concentration 
camp. Religious, intellectual and 
theatrical activities were for after work.

Most of the Salesian priests in his 
local parish were rounded up by the 
Gestapo, eleven of them joining the 
2,647 Polish priests killed by the Nazis. 
As a matter of necessity, leadership 
especially in the formation of the 
Catholic youth, which was forbidden, 
passed to lay people.

Wojtyła had already met Jan 
Tyranowski, a remarkable lay leader, 
tailor by trade, a mystic and teacher, 
vowed to celibacy and following a 
strict daily rule of life. He was the head 
of four rosary groups, each of fifteen 
young adults, who came together 
secretly for prayer and formation. The 
future Pope led one of these groups.

It was through Tyranowski that the 
young quarry worker was introduced 
to the writings of St John of the Cross, 
a Carmelite reformer and mystic from 
sixteenth century Spain, who had 
a terrible time from his brothers in 
religion.

While writing beautifully of the 
loving mystical union of God with the 
soul, John coined the phrase “dark 
night of the soul”, to describe the 
radical emptiness, the abandonment 
experienced en route to this ultimate 
state. It is heavy stuff, which I still find a 
bit frightening.

Later Father Wojtyła was to complete 
a doctorate in spirituality at the 
Angelicum University in Rome on the 
writings of John of the Cross.

His deep regular prayerfulness, 
attested by his workmates from the 
Solway chemical company days, 
perhaps a genuine mysticism, must be 
remembered as an essential dimension 
of the Church leader, pope and 
pastor, together with his professional 

“Be not afraid to welcome 
Christ and accept his power. 
Help the Pope and all who wish 
to serve Christ and with Christ’s 
power to serve the human person 
and the whole of mankind.

“Be not afraid. Open the 
doors for Christ. To His saving 
power, open the boundaries of 
states, - economic and political 
systems, the vast fields of culture, 
civilization and development . . .

“I ask you . . . I beg you, let 
Christ speak to you. He alone has 
words of life, yes, of eternal life”.

guest editoRiaL
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background as a philosopher. It helps 
explain why both as Archbishop of 
Krakow and Pope in Rome, he did most 
of his writing at a desk set up in the 
chapel before the Blessed Sacrament.

For years Wojtyła’s friends had told 
him he would become a priest, an idea 
he strongly resisted. It was only in the 
autumn of 1942, eighteen months after 
the death of his father, that he offered 
himself and joined the underground 
seminary of Cardinal Sapieha. There 
were frequent Gestapo raids and some 
of these seminarians were jailed or 
executed. In April 1944 Jerzy Zachuta, 
also a secret seminarian, who served 
the Cardinal’s daily Mass with Wojtyła, 
was arrested and executed. Wojtyła 
then began to study philosophy, a 
neo-scholastic text on metaphysics, 
where after “two months of hacking 
my way through this vegetation” (his 
words) he began to discover some of 
the deep reasons for what he lived, felt 
and believed.

However, it is in another area of 
these wartime experiences that the 
defining characteristic of Pope John 
Paul’s pontificate was germinating, 
in his membership of the Rhapsodic 
Theatre group.

Karol Wojtyła was intelligent, 
increasingly well educated and very 
much a committed intellectual and 
believer. He began writing plays, David, 
Job, then Jeremiah, which dipped into 
the Old Testament and Polish history as 
he grappled with the why? of Poland’s 
suffering. The group was translating 
the classics into contemporary Polish; 
his contribution was a translation of 
Sophocles’ King Oedipus.

Eventually, the Theatre settled down 
to a core group of six members, led 
by Mieczyslaw Kotlarczyk, an older 
intellectual and Savonarola-type figure. 
The first performance was given on 
All Saints Day 1941. Before the war’s 
end they were to give twenty-two 
clandestine performances of seven 
productions.

What this young intellectual, as 
an illegal part-time student and then 
seminarian, attempted with his friends 
in this tiny circle, he was to develop in 
the much wider world of Communist 
Poland as an archbishop and then 
throughout the world as Pope. 

George Weigel is the American 
author of the best biography of the late 

Pope, Witness to Hope. His claim is that 
John Paul came to realize that history 
is driven by ideas, ideals and the moral 
commitment of people to their versions 
of culture, which are always more 
powerful in the long run than politics or 
economics or armies.

John Paul also believed that at the 
heart of every enduring culture is an 
acknowledgement of the Transcendent, 
preferably the worship of the one true 
God and his only Son, Jesus Christ. 
This was not an enthusiasm for abstract, 
impersonal forces. The Pope was always 
a disciple of Jesus Christ, Catholic and 
Polish, as he attempted to explain and 
relate eternal truths to the tragedy 
and muddle of twentieth century life. 
He began to teach regularly, in season 
and out of season, that there are truths 
about the human situation, which can 
be known; these truths produce human 
flourishing. As he said to Marxist 
protesters at a great public Mass in 
Chile which changed their political 
landscape, “Love is stronger.”

For him, culture needed religion to 
avoid becoming directionless, without 
meaning. This is equally true here. 
Australia needs Christian values. Equally, 
religion needed culture to communicate 
its message and avoid becoming 
old-fashioned and sterile. As Catholics 
we need to know, understand and have 
sympathy with those around us.

Pope John Paul’s 1979 visit to 
Communist Poland is the most 
spectacular example of the changes he 
wrought in human hearts. The truths he 
preached gave hope to millions in “the 
evil empire” and the mute acceptance 
of Communist lies and violence became 
no longer possible. 

As his friend and ally, the priest 
sociologist and chaplain to Solidarity, 
Professor Jozef Tischner, explained, 
the 1979 pilgrimage convinced the 
Polish people to “stop lying” about the 
world they inhabited and the Solidarity 
movement grew like “a huge forest 
planted by awakened consciences”.

Most Western commentators missed 
the significance of this Polish visit at the 
time, but Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, the 
Russian writer who exposed the Gulags 
for what they were, and Yuri Andropov, 
then head of the KGB under Brezhnev, 
made no such mistake. They knew the 
likely consequences of the waves the 
Pope was creating.

In a magnificent and melodramatic 
phrase Solzhenitsyn claimed that John 
Paul’s election as pope was a miracle, 
“the first positive event since World War 
I and it’s going to change the face of the 
world.”

Very few others were of this opinion. 
Very few anticipated the startling result: 
the sudden, non-violent meltdown in 
1989-91 of Communism in Eastern 

Crossing the Threshold  
of Hope

WHEN Karol Wojtyla ascended to the throne of Peter, he brought 
with him a deep understanding of the difference between Marxism 

and Christianity, based on their respective visions of man. This was his 
message: man is the way of the Church, and Christ is the way of man. 
With this message, which is the great legacy of the Second Vatican Council 
and of its “helmsman”, the Servant of God Pope Paul VI, John Paul II led 
the People of God across the threshold of the Third Millennium, which 
thanks to Christ he was able to call “the threshold of hope”. Throughout 
the long journey of preparation for the great Jubilee he directed Christianity 
once again to the future, the future of God, which transcends history while 
nonetheless directly affecting it. […] He restored to Christianity its true 
face as a religion of hope, to be lived in history in an “Advent” spirit, in 
a personal and communitarian existence directed to Christ, the fullness 
of humanity and the fulfilment of all our longings for justice and peace. 
[...]  Blessed are you, beloved Pope John Paul II, because you believed! 
Continue, we implore you, to sustain from heaven the faith of God’s people. 
Amen.

 —  From the Homily of Pope Benedict XVI at Blessed Pope John-Paul II’s Beatification,  
May 1, 2011
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In 1986 he inaugurated the World 
Youth Days, which grew steadily in the 
nineties, and continued through to our 
wonderful celebration here in Sydney 
in 2008. Every type of young Catholic 
undertakes these pilgrimages, but many 
have undergone enduring conversions, 
many vocations to the priesthood and 
religious life have flowered and an 
even bigger number became admirers 
and supporters of Christ and the 
Church. These young followers in the 
Western world, won to Christ in the 
face of such persistent opposition, 
certainly represent one of his greatest 
achievements, a triumph of grace.

Pope John Paul II as teacher, 
evangelist and pastor has few equals 
among the successors of Saint Peter. 
We were with him for so long that 
it became easy to take his greatness 
for granted. Through him, the Papacy 
became one of the Catholic Church’s 
most effective agents of the time, with 
unprecedented authority, even in the 
secular West. The fifth century pope, 
Leo the Great, and then Gregory 
the Great in the sixth century, were 
remarkable pastors and teachers but 
on a much smaller canvas, centred on 
Western Europe and North Africa. The 
new and coming generations need to be 
informed about the extent and depth of 
what John Paul accomplished on every 
continent.

The late Holy Father visited nearly 
every parish in Rome as well as most 
corners of the earth to preach the 
gospel. He was seen in person by more 
people than any other leader in history. 
His funeral was one of the largest 
in history. Many were discouraged 
from coming from Poland and France 
because of the numbers. I am not 
sure that any other funeral has been 
attended by so many political leaders, 
like Mugabe and Prince Charles and 
the Presidents of Israel and Iran 
(incidentally born in the same Iranian 
village). Especially when he was old 
and enfeebled, the Pope persevered 
in his witness and teachings. He 
ranks among the most loved and 
most influential public figures of the 
twentieth century. He will be known 
as Saint John Paul the Great. We were 
blessed to have lived in his time and we 
rejoice in his beatification today. 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

including the divinity of Christ. If Christ 
is not divine, we have no resurrection, 
no coherent theory of redemption 
and the Church becomes merely an 
interesting sociological phenomenon to 
be shaped by the more powerful of the 
competing forces.

The martyrs did not die for this pale 
contorted shadow of the Body of Christ. 
In this flight from Christ and Catholic 
principles, we find only the way to 
darkness and disintegration.

The Holy Father encouraged 
vitality where it was to be found. 
His contribution of the theology 
of the body is a Godsend in our 
permissive, pansexual age. He was a 
great champion of the new movements 
such as the Neo-Catechumenal Way 
(so well represented here today) and 
an inspiration for many young men to 
begin their journey to priesthood.

The great body of John Paul II’s 
teaching in faith and morals and on 
social questions forms a powerful 
and coherent whole, drawing on the 
dynamic of tradition and development 
that has made the Catholic Church 
the most robust and longest surviving 
institution in the world. For him there 
was no easy courting of popularity and 
no shirking of challenges. For at the 
centre of John Paul’s work are answers 
to the meaning of human life, and in 
particular, to the problem of suffering, 
a principal point of difference between 
secular humanists and Christians. The 
radical secularist view that suffering 
is meaningless, that a life of suffering 
is without value, was never enough 
for people. We know there is more to 
the story than this, and John Paul II 
addressed this awareness.

He also recognised that the youth 
in the Western world, pulled this way 
and that by advertising and the media, 
represented the principal challenge. 

Europe and Russia. It was providential 
that the Western World was led by 
President Reagan, assisted by Margaret 
Thatcher, who had both the courage 
and capacity to knock over “the evil 
empire”, while the Solidarity movement 
led the struggle on the ground. We are 
blessed too that the Russian leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev never attempted to 
fight to save his corrupt system or the 
USSR.

Time is on the wing and I must 
conclude these few words. Pope John 
Paul was strongly opposed during 
his life time on many fronts, just as 
his memory is contested today. While 
the faith continued to spread in the 
Third World, after the Second Vatican 
Council, elements in the Catholic 
First World entered on a path of self-
destruction. Radical collapse followed 
in Holland, French-speaking Canada 
and to some extent in Belgium and 
Switzerland. Everywhere in the West, 
including Australia, many priests 
and religious left their callings and 
vocations plummeted. During his 
pontificate the world-wide number of 
religious brothers declined by more 
than a quarter and the number of 
women religious by one fifth. 

However, Pope John Paul stabilised 
the situation by making it clear that the 
only way forward was through fidelity 
to Christ in faith and in morals, that 
a radical accommodation to the spirit 
of the age was a disaster doctrinally 
and sociologically. Vatican Two was 
a blessing, but appeals to the spirit of 
the Council were often code for radical 
dissent. In Australia we were not 
exempt from that struggle and many 
of the young today probably cannot 
imagine how much worse our situation 
could have been. 

While the number of priests declined 
by nearly 3 per cent, the number of 
seminarians world-wide increased from 
nearly 63,000 to 113,000 between 1978 
and 2002, and the number of Catholics 
increased from 750 million to one 
billion and 70 million. God continued to 
bless us during the pontificate of Pope 
John Paul despite the defections, the 
scandals of paedophilia and the fierce 
internal opposition from liberals and 
radicals. Not only were the traditional 
moral basics contested on sexuality, 
marriage, family and life issues but 
the basics of faith too were denied, 
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The Bishop of Hippo replies to a Manichaean

THE CATHOLIC 
CHURCH  AND THE  

SEE OF PETER
Translated by Paul Stenhouse

N THE Catholic Church — setting aside her most pure 
wisdom that only a select few in this life achieve even 
partial, if sure knowledge of, because of their human 
condition — it is not lively intelligence but simple faith that 
makes the rest of her members most secure in their belief. 

‘For the sake of argument, I am willing to set aside this 
wisdom, which you do not believe to be in the Catholic Church, for 
there are many other things that keep me in her embrace. 

‘For instance, the judgement of peoples and races holds me 
there; as does the Church’s authority which is founded on miracles, 
nourished by hope, spread by charity and held firm by its antiquity. 

‘The very See of Peter the Apostle to whom, after his resurrection, 
the Lord entrusted the feeding of his flock, holds me there; as does 
the [Apostolic] succession of her bishops and priests to the present 
day. And finally, the very name ‘Catholic’ keeps me there. 

‘Not without reason this Church — in the midst of so many 
heresies — alone bears this name. All heretics want to be called 
Catholics, but when a passer-by enquires of someone where the 
Catholic Church is, no heretic would dare point out his ‘basilica’ or 
‘house-church’. 

‘These most numerous and most loving chains of the Christian 
name bind the believer to the Catholic Church even when her truth 
is not yet so clearly apparent, because of our slowness of intellect 
or circumstances of life.

‘In your case [addressing the Manichaean] it is different. None 
of the above is there to invite or hold you — only the strength of 
the truth of your beliefs. Should this be able to be demonstrated 
so clearly that there is no doubt about it, then it would have to 
be preferred to those things by which I am held in the Catholic 
Church. 

‘But if it cannot be so demonstrated, then no one will move me 
from that Faith which binds me by so many strong bonds to the 
Christian religion.’

— St Aurelius Augustinus, bishop of Hippo, ad 354-430, Contra Epistolam Manichaei, Lib. 
Unus, cap. 4,5. Migne, Patrologia Latina, tome xlii, 175. The saint establishes beyond a 
shadow of doubt in what follows that the teachings of Mani were false. Note: it is in the 
following chapter [5] that St Augustine declares: Ego vero Evangelio non crederem, nisi 
me Catholicae Ecclesiae commoveret auctoritas: ‘I would not believe in the Gospel if the 
authority of the Catholic Church did not move me to do so’. Migne op.cit. p.176. 

‘
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Eradicating Christianity from historical memory and public space

THE DECAY OF THE WEST    
By Roberto de Matthei

USSIAN Orthodox 
Archbishop Hilarion 
Alfeyev has recently 
warned Europeans 
of the dangers of 
building a completely 
athe ist and secularized 

society. That was the situation in 
Eastern Europe under communism. 
Some of the methods may have been 
different, but the outcome is the 
same: the notion of God is expelled 
from society, religion is confined to 
the private sphere, and Christians are 
forced to endure persecution.

Indeed, there is a close connection 
between contemporary Christophobia 
and the Red Terror of the 20th century. 
Many historians agree that the 20th 
century was the bloodiest in the history 
of mankind. It was the era of totalitarian 
regimes, world wars, worldwide 
revolutions, genocides, and religious 
persecutions.

The Black Book of Communism (edited 
by Stephane Courtois) has lifted the 
veil on the crimes of communism, 
giving us a rough estimate of the 
number of dead as a result of the 
October Revolution, the Stalinist 
dictatorship, the Chinese Revolution, 
as well as the Cambodia of Pol Pot 
and the Cuba of Fidel Castro: eighty-
five million. This figure could be at 
least doubled if we consider that, in 
China alone, the communist regime 
was responsible for eighty million 
deaths just during the so-called Great 
Leap Forward devised by Mao and 
implemented between 1958 and 1961.

The real problem is not the quantity 
but the ideological quality of this crime. 
An analysis that merely catalogues the 
practical consequences, without going 
deeper into the ideological causes, only 
shrouds communism in greater mystery. 
In order to unravel this mystery, we 
must un derstand communism’s inherent 
hatred of religion, which the communist 

theorists never hid. Marx and Engels 
defined it as the ‘opiate of the masses’; 
Lenin called it ‘alcohol for the spirit’; 
and Gramsci referred to it as ‘mere 
narcotics for the masses.’ Nonetheless, 
‘Scientific Socialism’ should not be 
judged on such theoretical statements 
alone but on its practical consequences, 
since it is necessary for philosophers to 
prove the validity of their thoughts, as 
Marx himself clarifies.

According to Article 124 of the 
Sovi et Constitution of 1936, ‘Freedom 
of reli gious worship and freedom of 
antireligious propaganda is recognized 
for all citizens:’ Yet religion and 
atheism were not on a level playing 
field. Religious freedom was rel egated 
to private practice, to each indi vidual’s 
choice, so it was, in fact, severely 
restricted. Atheism had the right of 
pro paganda and the support of the 
state, so it easily crept into the public 
space, while religion slowly died away.

Militant atheism was the main 
force behind the Soviet system. All 
that be longed to the Church — real 

estate, seminaries, schools, orphanages, 
hospitals  — was nationalized. The 
teaching of religion was forbidden, 
as well as the use of clearly religious 
symbols such as icons and cross es, 
even on tombs. All religious functions 
and public displays — christenings, 
mar riages, funerals — had to be stripped 
of all religious reference and meaning. 
Ca thedrals, churches, and chapels 
became warehouses, factories, cinemas, 
and sta bles for animals.

Antichristian ‘carnivals’ were orga-
nized in place of the most important 
reli gious celebrations of the year. 
Antichristian films were produced, 
and atheism museums were opened 
in former churches. The teach ing and 
study of atheism was made manda tory 
in all universities and schools.

Before 1917, the Russian Orthodox 
Church counted about 210,000 
members of the clergy between monks 
and priests. In the Years of Terror 
(1917-41), 150,000 of them. were 
killed. In 1917 there were 300 Russian 
Orthodox bishops; 250 of them were 
killed by the Bolsheviks. After the 
collapse of the empire in 1917, there 
were perhaps 2.5 million Catholics, 
along with 14 bishops, 1,350 priests, 
about 600 churches. 

By I941, only two churches re mained 
open, one in Moscow and one in 
Leningrad (both belonging to the 
French Embassy); in all of Russia only 
one Catho lic bishop and twenty priests 
were allowed to live in relative freedom; 
300 priests had been killed, and 
many others were forced to emigrate 
to other countries. The propaganda 
continued after Stalin’s death (1953) 
with Khrushchev and his successors. 
‘In a short time;’ Khrushchev explained, 
‘re ligion will cease to exist, people will 
for get what religion is, and I will show 
you the very last Catholic priest:’

Under the approving gaze of Western 
governments, Soviet communism took 

Rooting out 
Catholicism

THE articles and Injunctions 
produced for the [Protestant] 

episcopal visitations of 1560 and 
1561 reveal the key areas of 
official concern about [Catholic] 
resistance [in England]. Had any 
parishioner made a will leaving 
money, plate, or ornaments ‘for 
the erection of any obits, dirges, 
trentals or any such like use’? Did 
the clergy celebrate communions 
for the dead ‘as they were wont to 
keep their Requiem Mass, or no?’  

— The Stripping of the Altars: Traditional 
religion in England 1400-1580, Eamon Duffy, 
Yale University Press, 1992 p.571.’Trentals’: 

Requiem Mass offered for 30 consecutive 
days for the soul of a deceased person.

secuLaRism RampaRt
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over all of Eastern Europe following 
the Yalta Conference, unleashing a 
relentless persecution of Christians. 
Some outstanding clergymen dared 
to oppose communism during those 
terrible years. Among the first was the 
Byzantine Catholic archbishop of Lviv 
(Ukraine), Joseph Slipyi: When the 
Rus sians offered him the possibility 
of becoming Orthodox patriarch in 
Moscow (in order to persuade him 
to break ties with the Vatican), he 
refused, preferring to continue his life 
in gulags for 17 years, and then in exile. 
Blessed Alexjei Zaryckji, of Ukrainian 
origins, was deported to Karaganda in 
Kazakhstan and died there as a martyr 
in 1963.

Msgr. Alojzije Stepinac, archbishop 
of Zagreb, in the former Yugoslavia, 
was ar rested on September 18,1946, 
in response to the pastoral letter 
that he promulgated on September 
23, 1945, which revealed that 243 
members of the clergy in his dio cese 
had been killed, 169 arrested, and 89 
disappeared. He was sentenced to 16 
years of forced labor in the prison of 
Lepogla va, followed by house arrest in 
his home town of Krasic, where he was 
kept under close police surveillance 
until his death (by poisoning) in 1960. 
He was beatified by Pope John Paul II 
in 1998.

In Hungary in 1948, communists 
launched against Jozsef Cardinal Mind-
szenty a defamatory campaign similar 
to that which had been waged against 
Archbishop Stepinac. Because of his 
heroic resistance, Cardinal Mindszenty 
was tortured for 40 days and forced to 
sign documents, the contents of which 
he was not aware. All religious orders 
were outlawed in 1950, and around 
10,000 clergy had to find other ways of 
making a living. Msgr. Zoltan Meszlenyi, 
auxiliary bishop of Esztergom and 
successor to Cardinal Mindszenty, died 
in a concentration camp in 1951 and 
was beatified in 2009, becaming the 
first beatified martyr of the Hungarian 
communist regime.

Two other important names are 
those of Stefan Cardinal Wyszynski, 
Archbishop of Warsaw and primate 
of Poland, and Josef Cardinal Beran, 
archbishop of Prague, in the Czech 
Republic.

When Cardinal Beran died in 1969, 
Stephan Trochta secretly became 

his suc cessor, but he also died in 
1974 following a brutal interrogation. 
Together with him, we should mention 
Blessed Vasil Hopko, a Byzantine 
Catholic who was arrested and tor tured, 
and also the ‘underground’ Bishop Jan 
Korec, who is now cardinal and was 
the inspiration behind the Catholic 
resistance in the Slovak Republic. Many 
of the faithful know about the Polish 
resistance and its symbolic leader, Fr. 
Jerzy Popieluszko.

In Albania thousands of priests and 
Catholic laymen were killed by the 
communists, led by Enver Hoxha. The 
elite of the Communist Party in Albania 
was proud to say that their country was 
the ‘First Atheist State in the world’ as it 
was put in the Albanian constitution of 
1976. Among those who resisted was Fr. 
Mikel Koliqui, who was made cardinal 
by Pope John Paul II in 1994. He had 
been sentenced to forced labor in 1945 
for the crime of listening to a foreign 
radio broadcast.

In 1950 the majority Greek 
Orthodox Church of Bulgaria became 
an organ of the state. Fr. Eugenio 
Bossilkov, now beatified, was arrested, 
tortured, executed, and thrown into a 
common grave in 1952.

In Rumania, Catholic churches, 
hospitals, and schools were closed. 
Msgr. Iuliu Hossu, made cardinal in 
pectore by Pope Paul VI, refused to 
abjure his faith and died in prison, as 
did Anton Durcovici, bishop of Iasi. 
The bishops Aron Marton of Alba Iulia 
and Alexandru Todea (who became a 
cardinal) spent their lives in prison or 
under house arrest.

No gulag could compare with the 
prison of Pitesti, north of Bucharest, 
a horrific place where Eugen Turcanu 
invented the most gruesome torments 

in order to re-educate the prisoners 
both physically and mentally, including 
forcing political prisoners to torture one 
another. Seminarians had their heads 
pushed into a bucket of urine and feces 
each day, which the prison guards made 
into a parody of the Rite of Baptism. 
Turcanu forced prisoners to participate 
in Black Masses, especially during Holy 
Week.

How could we forget the Red Holo-
caust in Spain, where the number 
of priests and clergy who became 
martyrs is as high as 6,832, including 
30 bishops? Most of the 20th-century 
martyrs who have since been beatified 
were killed during the first six months 
of the Spanish Civil War, from July 
1936 to January 1937.

And communist imperialism spread 
worldwide. We now have proof that 129 
priests were killed by Italian communist 
partisans between September 1944 
and April 1945. Blessed Fr. Francesco 
Bonifacio (1912-46) was killed by Tito’s 
militia.

Is communism dead? Reports 
published by Aid to the Church in Need 
clearly show that persecution continues 
in several countries, from Cuba to 
North Korea, not to mention China, 
where the forced-labor camps (laogai) 
inaugurated by Chairman Mao in 1950 
are still being used to break down 
political opposition and provide the 
regime with an enormous (and no-cost) 
workforce.

The impressive book Mao: The 
Unknown Story, by Jon Halliday and 
Jung Chang, details the persecutions 
suffered in China by adherents of any 
religion in the years following World 
War II. In 2000, Ignatius Pin-Mei 
Cardinal Kung, archbishop of Shanghai, 
died: He had spent 30 years of his life 

Divide and Conquer

FOR the Communist governments, the churches were the greatest 
obstacle to annihilation or control of the mechanisms of civil society. 

The Catholic Church, with its organization directed from the Vatican, 
represented a rival international faith to the one with its headquarters in 
Moscow. Moscow’s well-defined strategy was to force the Latin Catholic and 
[Byzantine Rite Catholic] churches to break their links with the Vatican and 
to keep the resulting ‘national’ churches in its own power. This much can 
certainly be understood from consultations that took place between Soviet 
leaders and the Information Bureaus of the different Communist Parties 
in June 1948, as reported by Rudolf Slansky, the secretary general of the 
Czechoslovak Communist Party.

— The Black Book of Communism, Stephane Courteois, et alii, Harvard University Press, 1999, p.409.
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in prison camps, 2 under house arrest, 
and 13 in exile. Francois-Xavier Nguyen 
Van Thuan (1928-2002), Archbishop 
of Saigon, Vietnam, was held in prison 
from 1975 to 1988, and then was made 
cardinal in 2001.

There is also a bloodless, but no less 
fierce, persecution that relies on mass-
media defamation and moral isolation. 
This is part of the sophisticated yet 
relentless cultural and psychological war 
waged by communism, which has found 
in Antonio Gramsci its most influential 
advocate in the West. For him, the 
task of communism is to bring to the 
common people that utter secularism 
which the Age of Enlightenment had 
limited to the elite. His aim is the 
elimination of the very idea of God 
from society. This can come about only 
by a ‘complete secularization of all life 
and all relations between people’-that 
is, a secularization of all social life and 
personal relationships, which allows 
communist ideology to replace religion. 
Unlike the militantly atheist states of 
the past, the secular state does not need 
to proclaim its open hostility toward 
Christianity.

In order to suppress any sort of 
Christian self-awareness within society, 
Christianity must be eradicated from 
his torical memory and public spaces. 
There is therefore a close connection 
between the official request from the 
European Court of Human Rights 
that Italy remove the cruci fix from all 
public places and the elimina tion of any 
mention of Christianity and the Christian 
roots of Europe from the Pream ble of 
the Lisbon Treaty, which serves as the 
basis for the European Union.

The new Europe is the realization of 
Gramsci’s plan for a total secularization 
of society. The communist regimes 
have fallen, but the relativism 
embraced by the West is rooted in the 
same materialism that gave birth to 
communism.

The prophecy of Fatima — that 
Rus sia would spread her mistaken 
beliefs to the rest of the world-has 
actually came true. The decomposition 
of communism has fostered the decay 
of the West. It can not, however, destroy 
Christianity, the only true reason for 
living and hope.

RobeRto de Mattei is president of the Lepanto 
Foundation and vice president of the National 
Research Council of Italy.
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NLIKE MOST spiritual leaders and moral teachers, Jesus of Nazareth offered no formula 
for worldly happiness and social order. Just the opposite: he told his disciples to take 
up their crosses (an image he used well before the Crucifixion) and to expect suffering. 
He warned them that the world would hate them as it hated him: it was their destiny as 
Christians.

After the conversion of the Roman world under the Emperor Constantine, a Christian 
civilization arose and the age of martyrdom seemed to be over. Most Western Christians 

still think of that period as a thing of the past, a venerable but remote phase of their history.
But the most intense persecution of Christianity occurred not in the Roman Empire, but in the twentieth 

century, especially in the Communist world. A large part of this story, hidden and ignored, is told in a new 
book by Robert Royal, The Catholic Martyrs of the Twentieth Century (Crossroad Publishing).

It is hard to tabulate or even estimate the number of Catholics and other Christians murdered by modern 
tyrannies. The figure certainly runs into the tens of millions, though it isn’t always easy to distinguish between 
those killed specifically for their religion and those killed for other reasons, ethnic and social. But contrary to 
recent slanders, the Nazis as well as the Communists regarded the Catholic Church as their mortal enemy.

After World War II, Communism’s triumph in Catholic Central Europe - the bitter fruit of the Anglo-
American alliance with the Soviet Union - brought ferocious assaults on Catholics. Yet, as Royal observes, 
surprisingly few renounced their faith even in the face of torture and death.

The measure of these Catholics’ courage is suggested by part of one Jesuit’s summary of the tortures they 
suffered in Albanian prison camps:

‘Most of them were beaten on their bare feet with wooden clubs; the fleshy part of the legs and buttocks were 
cut open, rock salt inserted beneath the skin, and then sewn up again; their feet, placed in boiling water until the 
flesh fell off, were then rubbed with salt; their Achilles’ tendons were pierced with hot wires. Some were hung by 
their arms for three days without food; put in ice and icy water until nearly frozen; had electrical wires placed in 
their ears, nose, mouth, genitals, and anus; burning pine needles placed under fingernails; forced to eat a kilo of 
salt and having water withheld for 24 hours; boiled eggs put in their armpits; teeth pulled without anaesthetic; tied 
behind vans and dragged; left in solitary confinement without food or water until almost dead; forced to drink their 
own urine and eat their own excrement; put in pits of excrement up to their necks; put on a bed of nails and covered 
with heavy material; put in nail-studded cages which were then rotated rapidly....’.

As Royal, a Dante scholar, remarks: ‘The sorrowful litany shows an inventiveness in torture surpassing the 
punishments that Dante, one of the great human imaginations of all time, displayed in writing his Inferno.’ No 
less horrible than the sheer conception of these torments is the fact that men were found who could be paid 
to inflict them without fainting.

Yet the martyrs not only died willingly, but often died forgiving and blessing their killers, in the very spirit 
of Christ. Royal recounts similar stories - amazing, sickening, inspiring - from Russia, Ukraine, Mexico, Spain, 
Germany, Poland, Lithuania, Romania, Latin America, China, Korea, Vietnam, Africa, and elsewhere. Christ’s 
warnings are still being borne out.

Why hasn’t all this been told before? It’s not surprising that the liberal Western media should ignore it; 
what is very surprising is that American Catholics have ignored the plight of their brethren. But prosperous 
American Catholics are a self-absorbed lot, too obsessed with contraception and women priests to spare much 
thought for those who are far worse off.

 As the brave Romanian Bishop Iuliu Hirtea put it before his death in the 1970s: ‘It is not we who keep 
silence here. It is not we who are the Church of Silence, but the members of the Church in the free world 
who are the real Church of Silence, for they do not speak on our behalf.’     

Joe SobRan (1946-2010) was an author and a syndicated columnist. The Reactionary Utopian by Joe Sobran is copyright (c) 2011 by the 
Fitzgerald Griffin Foundation,fgfbooks.com. All rights reserved.  This column was published originally by Griffin Internet Syndicate on May 
18, 2000. Robert Royal’s excellent book, The Catholic Martyrs of the Twentieth Century: a Comprehensive World History (Crossroad Publishing, 
2000, 429 pages) can be purchased at Alibris: http://bit.ly/mAKKCJ. Reprinted with permission. 
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‘ … the members of the Church in the free world … are the real Church of Silence’

THE CHURCH OF SILENCE
by Joe Sobran

caLL to cathoLic action
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The youngest pope to be elected since 1846 and the first non-Italian since 1522

THE WORLD CHANGER
by Giles Auty

n the course of other work 
with which I was engaged 
recently I came across the 
following interesting passage:

‘Economic globalisation 
was already visibly coming to 
dominate the political life of 
both developed countries and 

the Third World in the seventies and 
eighties; by the end of the eighties its 
irresistible momentum produced the 
spectacular collapse of Communism, 
and thus the end of the Cold War. But 
this did not mean simply the triumph 
of the free market, or the end of the 
spectre of nuclear war — it was also, in 
the West, the loss of a reference point 
outside the capitalist system, which 
left us with no general alternative 
model to industrial consumerism…’.
Weirdly enough the foregoing 

extract is not drawn from a book of 
Marxist history or economics but from 
a book about the history of Australian 
art which was published a mere 14 
years ago and is subsequently in its 
umpteenth edition. My guess is that it 
may have become a standard textbook 
by now in Australian schools and 
universities.

Australia is physically isolated from 
much of the rest of the world as we 
know, yet it has often seemed to me 
since I came here to live 16 years 
ago even more isolated, if that were 
possible, through its general lack of 
comprehension of world events.

For example a lingering nostalgia 
continues to exist here — among 
certain would-be intellectuals at least 
— for the kind of totalitarian system of 
state control which flourished under 
communism.

Was it indeed communism which 
the author of the piece from which 
I have just quoted had in mind as the 
“general alternative model to industrial 
consumerism”?

Whatever the shortcomings of 
“industrial consumerism” it seems 
utterly wrong and indeed absurd to 

compare these with the horrors of life 
under atheistic communist regimes 
which eventually took the lives of some 
100 millions of their own peoples.

If you have not done so already 
I urge you strongly now to read The 
Black Book of Communism which was 
first published in English by Harvard 
University Press in 1999 and then 
to pass the book on to your sons and 
daughters — if you have such — as soon 
as they are mature enough to cope with 
the horrors it relates.

Exactly how and why roughly 100 
million people — including a great many 
priests — met their ends certainly does 
not make for comfortable reading.

I do not think any person who 
endured the crimes, terrors and 
repressions of the world’s far-flung 
communist regimes has ever shed a tear 
for their passing.

Just one such would have 
been Karol Wojtyla whose recent 
beatification in Rome was attended, 
according to someone who knows the 
area intimately, by many more than 
a million people rather than the mere 
100,000 reported by certain of the 
Australian media.

One wonders why even crowd 
figures are used by the media in 
Australia to try to diminish the standing 
of the Catholic Church.

Karol Wojtyla is better known 
to you of course as Pope John Paul 
II, the youngest pope to be elected 
since 1846 and the first non-Italian 
to be thus honoured since 1522 — a 
distant-seeming date when England 
still remained part of the Catholic 
community.

Marxist or other socio-economic 
interpretations of world events fail, 
of course, to acknowledge the huge 
influence that spirituality and human 
example may play in influencing global 
happenings.

Did the “irresistible momentum” of 
“economic globalisation” — whatever 
that may mean — really trigger the 
collapse of communism or was some 
other entirely disconnected factor its 
true catalyst?

I yield to none in my admiration for 
Pope John Paul II and believe it is still 
too little realised — in secular Australia 
especially — that he was one of the most 
truly influential figures of the entire 20th 
century.

If faith, hope and courage can 
change the world, then Pope John Paul 
II was the great exemplar of why we 
should all try to retain our faith even in 
what may seem the most unpromising 
circumstances.

BLessed John pauL ii

The Patience 
of the 

Fisherman

HOW she has waited, the 
Church of Christ, all down 

the centuries, and with how little 
regard to the maxims of human 
prudence and human skill! Not 
seizing her opportunity here 
and there, where circumstances 
seemed favourable; not trimming 
her sails to every passing 
breeze, but patiently issuing her 
invitation, and leaving grace to 
do its work. How many hopes 
she has seen fail, over how 
many apostasies has she wept; 
how she has seen the fashions 
of the world change about her, 
old creeds die down and new 
creeds replace them, the folly 
of yesterday turned into the 
wisdom of today … the patience 
of the fisherman is hers.

— Monsignor Ronald Knox, ‘The 
Fisherman,’ sermon published in The 

Tablet, 24 June 1939. From Pastoral and 
Occasional Sermons, reprinted 2002, 

Ignatius Press
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Sandwiched as it was geographically 
between two of the more exotically evil 
totalitarian powers in human history 
— Hitler’s Nazi Germany and Stalin’s 
Communist USSR — certainly the lot 
of Poland and its peoples during the 
Second World War could hardly have 
been worse.

Which of those two empires of 
evil massacred the 15,000 Polish 
officers who were murdered at Katyn 
near Smolensk and at Starobelsk and 
Ostachkov?

Stalin blamed Hitler but German 
historians have subsequently — and 
correctly — blamed Stalin. I remember 
reading a first book on the subject 
while still in my middle years at 
boarding school in 1950.

How many Australian 
schoolchildren who study history 
today are even remotely aware of such 
events from 1940 and even of the 
obscene and cynical Nazi-Soviet pact 
of that year?

These and other such events 
nevertheless provided the tragic 
circumstances of Pope John Paul II’s 
earlier life and were also part of the 
terrible plight of the Polish people.

During and after the Second World 
War, Hitler and then Stalin and his 
successors did everything in their power 
to destroy Catholicism in Poland. Their 
failure to succeed in that aim was one 
of the more stirring and exemplary 
stories of the 20th century.

For Polish Catholics their church 
represented a main focus of resistance, 
in fact, to the alien communist regime. 
Over 90% of Polish children received 
Holy Communion and — at the other 
end of the age spectrum — 90% of 
Poles were still buried according to the 
Catholic rite even in the darkest days of 
communism.

Catholicism was also the driving 
force behind the trade union Solidarity 
— and its leader Lech Walesa — which 
finally helped break communist power 
in Poland in 1989. Poland, to its great 
credit, was the first country in the 
Soviet bloc to appoint a non-communist 
government.

Behind all such events lay the Papacy 
of John Paul II, which provided a true 
guiding beacon to Catholics not only in 
Eastern Europe but throughout much 
of the rest of the world.

To the end of his life, Pope John 

Paul II seldom stopped travelling or 
preaching to vast audiences in every 
corner of our planet. In Poland he 
once preached to an audience of 
3.5 million, the largest crowd ever 
recorded.

It was the charisma and holiness of 
a most unusual man — poet, playwright, 
philosopher and intellectual as well as 

priest — which attracted so many people 
to his teaching.

Almost exactly 11 years after his 
election as Pope, European communism 
lay in tatters.

Was his election thus the primary 
trigger for communism’s subsequent 
collapse or was the cause simply 
an effect, as was asserted earlier, of 
“economic globalisation?”

To discount the role played by faith 
in human affairs is always an historical 
blunder.

GileS auty was born in the UK and trained 
privately as a painter. He worked professionally as 
an artist for 20 years. Publication of his The Art of 
Self Deception swung his career towards criticism. He 
was art critic for The Spectator from 1984 to 1995. 
He continues to devote himself to his original love 
— painting. He is a regular contributor to Annals.
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‘Like the shedding of Christ’s blood, so the martyrs’ oblation of their 
lives become in virtue of their union with Christ’s Sacrifice, a source 
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CAN’T  
YOU HEAR THE  

PRAISE RESOUNDING?

ope Gregory the Great [ad 590-604], who 
sent St Augustine to convert the Saxons told 
the following story of an illiterate man and the 
Scriptures during a homily he preached on St 
Luke’s Gospel [chapter 8,4-15] in the Basilica 
of St Paul Outside The Walls, one Sexagesima 

Sunday during his Pontificate:

Under the porch by which people pass into the Church of 
San Clemente in Rome1 there used to be a poor man named 
Servulus whom many of you knew, as well as I, who in his poverty 
was rich in good works and whom a long drawn out illness had 
disabled. From the springtime of his youth until his old age he lay 
paralysed. What am I saying – that he couldn’t stand? He could 
not even sit up in bed – he couldn’t even sit. He couldn’t put his 
hand to his mouth; he could not even turn from one side to the 
other. His mother and brother helped him, and whatever alms 
he received, he gave away to the poor, by means of his mother 
and brother. He never learnt to read, but he bought some scrolls 
of Holy Scripture and got devout people to whom he showed 
kindness, to read them to him continuously. The result was that, as 
much as he was able, he learnt the Scriptures well, and, as I said, 
he could not read at all.

The story of Servulus does not end there. Annals readers may 
forgive me if I take St Gregory’s story a little further, because 
it has a simple charm and message of faith that will surely 
encourage and inspire us.

Despite his pain Servulus struggled to thank God with hymns 
and praise day and night. Then the time came for his great 
patience to be rewarded. The pain became more intense and 
he knew that his death was imminent, so he asked visitors and 
those whom he had been helping, if they would stand up and sing 
psalms with him as he waited for death. Though he was dying, he 
and they were singing psalms, when suddenly in a portentously 
loud voice he stopped their psalm singing: “Be quiet. Can’t you 
hear how many praises are resounding in heaven?” And when he 
turned the ear of his heart to the same praises that he had heard 
within, that holy soul left his body.2

1  Just up from the Colosseum, and the ‘Golden House’ of Nero – all three still able to be visited.
2  Homiliarum in Evangelia, Lib.I, hom. xv. Migne, PL lxxvi, Sancti Gregorii Papae I Omnia Opera,
   Parisiis, 1849, tomus 2us, ¶1491,5, col. 1133, 1134.

the scRiptuRes
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Four hundred years of the King James Bible. Part I

POLITICS AND HOLY WRIT
By Paul Stenhouse, MSC

HIS YEAR is the 
f o u r - h u n d r e d t h 
anniversary of the 
publishing in 1611 
of what is known as 
the King James Bible 
– named after the 

son of Mary Queen of Scots. James I 
commissioned 54 translators to produce 
the work. It wasn’t the first English 
Bible, nor was it the most popular 
version at the time, but its having been 
commissioned by the monarch, and 
dramatic advances in printing combined 
to make it a significant factor in the 
religious life of the English speaking 
world from the 17th century to the 
present day.

Its anniversary has seen the internet 
swamped by articles, interviews, 
podcasts, YouTubes and blogs, many 
of which are tainted by the usual anti-
Catholicism, or reflect ‘New Age’ [or 
‘Stone Age,’ or ‘Green Age’] scepticism 
and indifferentism in the name 
of Mythology, Astrotheology, and 
Archaeoastronomy [sic!]. 

Anathema

An article by Mary Trammell, who 
is described as a ‘Bible Historian,’ 
published in The Christian Science 
Monitor, is still doing the rounds, 
bemusing its readers with a description 
of a pre-Reformation England where 

‘the idea of making the Scriptures 
available to the common people was 
anathema to the leaders of both 
church and state. They thought that 
putting the Scriptures into ordinary 
language would desecrate the word 
of God and encourage heresy and 
rebellion’. 1

Websites aimed at Catholics and 
Jews2 depicted the 16th century Catholic 
Church as, amongst other equally 
unsubstantiated charges, fearful lest she 
would ‘no longer be able to control access 
to the Scriptures. If people were able to read 
the Bible in their own tongue, the church’s 

income and power would crumble; they 
could not possibly get away with ... selling 
the release of loved ones from a church-
manufactured “Purgatory” ... .’3 

A crime to translate  
the Scriptures?

This is perhaps an opportune time 
to examine the all too common belief 
among modern Protestants that the 
English people in the 16th century 
were hungry for a bible in the English 
tongue, and that the Catholic Church 
opposed the translation of the Bible 
into the language of the people,4 
because ‘if people were able to read the 

Bible in their own tongue, the church’s 
income and power would crumble.’5 

In 1535 William Tyndale [or 
Hutchyn] published in Germany a 
Protestant version of the Bible in 
English, much aided by Luther’s 
version. Bishop Cuthbert Tunstall of 
Durham, and St Thomas More, later to 
become Lord Chancellor of England, 
outspokenly opposed Tyndale and his 
translation. 

In 1529, More had published his 
Dialogue concerning Tyndale6 in which 
he shows that he was aware that efforts 
had been made by Tyndale’s supporters 
– mainly among the emerging middle-
class in London – to convince the 
ordinary citizens that the Church had 
issued a Constitution, forbidding any 
translation of the scriptures into English.

‘Many men talk of it; but no man 
knoweth it. For there is none such 
indeed. There is of truth a Constitu-
tion that speaketh of such matter; 
but nothing of such fashion. Wyclif, 
whereas the whole Bible was long 
before his days, by virtuous and 
well-learned men, trans lated into 
the English tongue, and by good 
and godly people with devotion and 
soberness, well and reverently read, 
took upon him of a malicious purpose 
to translate it of new.’7 

cathoLic histoRy

THIS MONTH we publish the 
first of a series of six articles 

that deal with the background 
to the publication in 1611 of an 
English translation of the Bible 
commissioned by King James I :
1.  Politics and Holy Writ.
2.  Obliterating the Catholic 

Memory
3. Imposing Religious Change
4.  The Catholic Church and the 

Bible
5.  The Manifesto of the Reformers
6. Fine-Tuning a New Religion

Catholicity and the  
Church of Rome

ST CYPRIAN of Carthage [died AD 258] calls Pope Stephen [AD 254-257] 
‘the head and root of the Catholic Church’.1 He calls the Church of 

Rome the ‘root and womb of the Catholic Church,’2 and writing to Pope 
Cornelius [AD 251-253] he calls the Church of Rome ‘the root and mother’ of 
Catholic Unity.3 When the bishop of Carthage heard of the election of Pope 
Cornelius he wrote to him telling him that he had sent letters throughout the 
north African Province so that ‘all our colleagues might approve and cling to 
you and your communion, which is not only the unity but the charity of the 
Catholic Church’.4

— Paul Stenhouse, MSC. Cyprian was bishop of Carthage from 248-258.  
See  [1] Epistle lxxiii. [2] Epistle xlviii. [3] Epistle xlv . [4]  Epistle xlviii.  

For all references, see Migne Patrologia Latina. tome iv.
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Thomas More returns to the point 
that English translations existed before 
Wyckcliff ’s time, and were still being 
read in his day:

‘Old ones [translations] that were 
before Wyclif ’s days remain lawful, 
and be in some folks’ hands had and 
read.’8

The ‘Constitution’ of 
Archbishop Arundel

John Wycliffe [Wyclif], Tyndale’s 
predecessor in translating the Bible 
into English, died in 1384. The New 
Testament attributed to him – at least 
in the versions that have survived to our 
day – appears inoffensive to Catholic 
doctrine9 — which supports the thesis 
of some scholars that they are not his 
work but some contemporary Catholic 
version attributed to him. 

The point is, however, that the 
condemnation was issued because 
the translation was unauthorised; 
and because Wycliffe employed it as 
a weapon against the Church, and 
attacked or ignored the Church’s 
authority in this as in much else. As 
Archbishop Arundel wrote to Pope John 
xxiii in 1412,

‘he strove to attack the very Faith 
and holiest Doctrine of Most Holy 
Church, He filled up the cup of his 
wickedness by using as a means of 
achieving this a new translation of the 
Bible in his mother tongue.’10

 On the other hand, note below 
that Thomas More, who had seen 
Wycliffe’s translation, considered it to 
be heretical.11 

Wycliffe’s other writings certainly 
contain much that 16th century 
Protestants and their modern Bible 
Christian followers would approve of. 
The Bible was, for him, the source of all 
law, human and divine; preaching was 
more important than offering Mass or 
administering the other Sacraments. 
He believed in predestination, and he 
taught that all laymen were priests, and 
that the wicked had no real ownership 
of property.

Wycliffe’s writings inspired the 
heretical views of the Lollards, the sect 
that he is associated with. In addition to 
the teachings listed above, the Lollards 
taught that confession to God was 
sufficient without being shriven by a 
priest in ‘auricular’ confession; objected 
to reverencing images, going on 
pilgrimage, to the blowing of bagpipes 
and the jangling of bells, condemned 
exorcisms and blessings as ‘jugglery,’ 
and celibacy of the clergy, and vows 
of chastity. Wycliffe’s writings and the 
teachings of the Lollards eventually 
provoked the Constitution that 
supposedly banned translating the Bible 
into English. 

This Constitution was drawn up in 
1407 at the Council of Oxford, by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Thomas 
Arundel, and promulgated at the 
Council held in St Paul’s London on 
January 14, 1408. It stated

‘We therefore command and 
ordain that henceforth no one 
translate any text of Holy Scripture 
into English or any other language 
in a book, or booklet or tract of this 

kind lately made in the time of the said 
John Wyclif or since, or that hereafter 
may be made either in part or wholly, 
either publicly or privately, under 
pain of excommunication, until such 
translation shall have been approved 
and allowed by the bishop of the 
place, or (if need be) by the Provincial 
Council. He who shall act otherwise 
let him be punished as an abettor of 
heresy and error.’12

The Constitution suggests that 
Wyclif ’s ‘translation’ was only of a 
part [aliquem textum] of the Bible – 
probably the New Testament – and not 
the complete Bible. This now seems to 
be the commonly accepted view.

What it meant

Thomas More spelt out the meaning 
of the Constitution in his Dialogue 
Concerning Tyndale:

It neither forbiddeth the 
translations to be read, that were 
already done of old before Wyclif ’s 
days, nor damneth his because it 
was new, but because it was naught; 
nor prohibiteth new to be made, but 
provideth that they shall not be read 
if they be made amiss, till they be, by 
good examination, amended.13

‘Naught’ means ‘harmful’ or ‘perverse’. 
Our word ‘naughty’ usually used 
of mischievous children, preserves 
the sense. That St Thomas More’s 
understanding is what the Constitution 
meant is clear from the texts. But if 
the judgement of a Catholic martyr, 
formerly Lord Chancellor of England, 
and the greatest humanist of his day is 
not probative for some people, then 
the following statement by Dean Walter 
Hook [died 1875], a self-declared ‘enemy 
of “Romanism,” ’14 may add some weight:

‘It was not from hostility to 
a translated Bible, considered 
abstractedly, that the conduct 
of Wicliffe in translating it was 
condemned. Long before his time 
there had been translators of Holy 
Writ. There is no reason to suppose 
that any objection would have been 
offered to the circulation of the Bible 
if the object of the translator had only 
been the edification and sanctification 
of the reader. It was not till the designs 
of the Lollards were discovered that 
Wicliffe’s version was proscribed’.15

This gives the lie to patently false 
claims like the following, which still sits 
unchallenged on the internet:

‘The “Constitutions of Oxford” of 
1408 aimed to reclaim authority in 

When England first  
lost its Memory 

HAVING been charged and found guilty of treason on perjured 
evidence,  [St Thomas] More spoke of that unity of Christendom 

and European culture, of which the English people had been an integral 
part for a thousand years until the momentous events resulting from the 
Divorce Question in the reign of Henry VIII. He referred in his final speech 
to  ‘this Realm, being but one member and small part of the Church,’  and 
answered the charge of high treason by widening the whole perspective 
within the introspectively narrow and emotionally charged atmosphere of 
that English Court held under the hammer-beamed roof of Westminster 
Hall.  It was a moment of high drama, pregnant with implication and 
consequences for the future history of the English people whose life, 
memory and identity were going to be changed radically by the ensuing 
events.

— Edwin Jones, The English Nation, The Great Myth, Sutton Publishing, 1998, p.12
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p.52. 
7. A modern translation of More’s original would read as 

follows: ‘Many men speak of this [Constitution]; but 
no man understands what it says. For in fact it doesn’t 
say what they claim. Such a Constitution exists and 
it refers to this matter; but not at all in the way they 
suggest. In fact, long before Wyclif ’s time, the whole 
Bible was translated into English by virtuous and well-
learned men, and has been well and reverently read 
by good and Godly people with devotion and care. 
Wyclif, despite this, and with evil intent, took it upon 
himself to translate it again.’

8. Hugh Pope, op, op.cit. p.52.
9. See Abbot Gasquet, The Old English Bible and other 

Essays, George Bell and Sons, London, 1908 p.119. 
also idem op.cit. pp.133, 148.

10. David Wilkins, Concilia Magnae Britanniae et Hiberniae 
ab anno mcccl ad annum mdxlv. vol. tertium, Londini, 
Mdccxxxvii, p.350.

11. See Hugh Pope, op, p.53.
12. See David Wilkins, vol.cit. p.317.
13. Dialogue, iii, 14. See note9.
14.   The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church, F.L. Cross, 

ed. OUP, 1997, p.789.
15.  Lives of the Archbishops of Canterbury, vol.iii, p.83]
16. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Wycliffe Last modi-

fied 21/4/2011.
17.   Lollardy and the Reformation, MacMillan & Co, Ltd, 

London 1908, vol. i, p.16.
18. Delved is ‘dug’ and span is ‘spun’ or ‘spinned’. The 

point being that from the beginning there were no 
‘nobles’ or ‘lords’.

19. Thomas Walsingham’s Historia Anglicana, quoted 
Richard B. Dobson, The Peasants revolt of 1381, Pitman, 
Bath, 1970 pp. 373–375.

20.  op.cit., vol. ii, pp.228-229.

day who saw clearly that Tyndale’s 
Testament, like his other works, 
was intended to produce an 
ecclesiastical and social revolution, of 
a highly dangerous character, aided 
by mistranslations of Holy Writ and 
sophistical glosses in the margin ... 
we should be aware that the great 
shipwreck of the old system really did 
produce disastrous and demoralising 
results. At last ... we have found peace 
... in what might almost be called the 
principle of an agnostic State trying to 
hold the balance between contending 
denominations.’20

Next month: Part II: Obliterating the 
Catholic Memory

1. November 13, 1991, ‘The Struggle over the English 
Bible: A Scholar’s View’.

2. http://www.lightforisrael.org/history/BibleHistory.htm
3. English Bible History: Timeline of how we got the 

English Bible. Greatsite.com.
4. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Wycliffe
5. English Bible History. site quoted. 
6.  The dialogue concerning Tyndale by Sir Thomas More, 

… by W.E.Campbell, Eyre and Spottiswood [undated] 
quoted Hugh Pope, op The Catholic Church and the 
Bible, Burns Oates & Washbourne, Ltd, London 1928 

all ecclesiastical matters, specifically 
naming John Wycliffe in a ban on 
certain writings, and noting that 
translation of Scripture into English 
is a crime punishable by charges of 
heresy.’16

Social Revolution and 
Religious Anarchy

Readers should bear in mind that in 
all discussions of the Bible in English in 
the days of Wycliffe through to Tyndale 
and up until the version approved by 
James I, the unstated agenda of the 
‘reformers’ was social and religious 
revolution. 

The scene was set by the social 
upheaval caused by the dire effects of 
the Black Death which reached England 
in 1348 and killed around half of the 
people in the country; and the religious 
upheaval in the Church caused by the 
‘Avignon Captivity,’ which was a French 
ploy to seize control of the Papacy. 

In the early 16th century the memory 
of John Ball the fiery Lollard priest was 
still fresh. His preaching at Blackheath 
near Greenwich in 1381 further 
incited the Wat Tyler rebels, whose not 
unreasonable demands for justice at the 
hands of the State [Tyler’s daughter had 
been raped by a tax-collector] led to a 
blood bath that has been described ‘as 
the most appalling thing that ever took 
place in England’.17 

John Ball was a master of rhyme, 
and commenced his sermon with the 
old saw: When Adam delved and Eve 
span/Who was then the gentleman?18 
He ended

‘... by recommending “uprooting the 
tares that are accustomed to destroy 
the grain; first killing the great lords 
of the realm, then slaying the lawyers, 
justices and jurors, and finally rooting 
out everyone whom they knew to be 
harmful to the community in future”. ’19

The Wat Tyler peasants’ revolt was 
bloody. But it was ‘the most appalling’ 
incident in English history only in 
the judgement of those who would 
whitewash the memory of Richard II 
[who betrayed the peasants], Henry 
VIII, Edward VI and Elizabeth I.

In the judgement of James Gairdner, 
probably one of the best informed 
writers on this topic, and a Protestant, 
Tunstall and More, whose opposition to 
Tyndale’s translation was noted at the 
beginning of this article,

‘were not the only men of the 
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Puzzling happenings in a world allegedly governed only by material and physical laws

CAN SOME PEOPLE READ MINDS?
By Leslie Rumble MSc

T USED to be believed that if 
one person wanted to put an 
idea into the mind of another 
person, he could do so only 
by making use in some way 
of that other person’s bodily 
senses. He would either have 

to speak words reaching that other 
person’s ears or put his ideas before the 
other person’s eyes in writing.

But is it t rue  that one person can 
get at the mind of another only through 
that other’s bodily senses? Men are by no 
means as sure as they once were of that.

Scientists now say that the uncon-
scious mind of one person can make 
the unconscious mind of another have 
exactly the same thoughts. No words need 
be spoken for the other person to hear, no 
signs made that he can see with his eyes, 
no letter writ ten that must be read.

Nor is it done by brain-waves, as a 
broadcasting station sends out wireless 
waves. Brain-waves would require a 
transmitting apparatus in the sender’s 
head and a receiving apparatus in that 
of the other. But the human brain is not 
equipped with special valve-cells for the 
transmission of such impulses to other 
human brains, or the reception of such 
im pulses from them. Also radio-beams get 
weaker and weaker the farther they go, 
whilst distance makes no difference to 
the power of one per son’s subconscious 
mind to influence that of another.

This strange psychical rather than 
physical power is called telepathy, the 
power to give thoughts to other people 
at a distance or to read other people’s 
minds quite independent ly of all ordinary 
means of communi cation.

Unbelieving rationalists and mate-
rialists, of course, deny the existence of 
telepathy and ridicule the whole idea 
of any subconscious activities of the soul 
independently of the physi cal brain and 
the bodily senses. 

For them, thoughts are only changes 
tak ing place in material brain-cells, 

changes of which we become aware 
in some way, much as we might hear the 
ticking of a clock. They deny that man has 
a spiritual soul, and that there is any 
next-life for that soul. In fact, according to 
them, no spirit-world exists, no angels, no 
God. 

The mate rial universe we see is all that 
there is. To admit telepathy, or any spiritual 
activities breaking through the ring-fence 
of our material bodily organism would be 
the end of their theories.

As Professor H.H. Price, of Oxford, has 
said: ‘Telepathy is something that ought 
not to happen at all if the materialistic 
theory were true. But it does happen. So 
there must be some thing wrong with the 
materialistic theory.’

An urgent ringing brought the 
doctor to his feet, and he hurried to see 
who was there.

A small girl of about ten, clutching her 
school-books, stood confronting him 
when he opened the door, her worried 
face and still more anxious voice telling 
him at once that there was something 
seriously wrong.

‘Doctor,’ she gasped breathlessly, ‘come 
quickly.’

He recognised her, the l i t t le 
Gwynne girl.

‘But whatever is the matter?’ he asked.
‘Oh, doctor,’ she appealed, ‘come with 

me at once. It’s mother. Some thing has 
happened to her. Please come, doctor. I’ll 
tell you as we go.’

It was not far. Only a block or two 
away. In a matter of moments the doctor 
had his hat and bag, and was hurrying 
along the street with the child.

‘Did mother have an accident?’ he 
asked.

‘I don’t know,’ she replied. ‘I haven’t 
been home. I was only on the way there, 
and I just had to get you to come with me.’

‘But if you haven’t been home, how 
do you know your mother needs me?’ 
asked the astonished doctor.

‘I just know,’ the girl answered. 
‘Doctor, I was walking along the back 
lane from the school reading a geometry 
book when suddenly every thing around 
me seemed to fade away and disappear. 
The road and the hedges and the trees at 
first went dim, and gradually my mother’s 
room at home took their place. For a 
few moments I really stood in the room. 
My mother was lying on the floor as if 
dead. She had dropped her hand kerchief, 
the one with the nice lace border, and it 
was there beside her at her feet. But after 
a minute or two, all that began to fade 
and the road and the hedges and the trees 
came back. I knew that something had 
happened to mother and that I must bring 
you.’

‘Was she unwell when you left home 
this morning?’ asked the doctor.

‘No. There was nothing wrong with 
her then.’

‘Perhaps you were worried about her, 
I mean, you had not been think ing of her?’

‘No. When I left school, I thought I 
would look over my geometry on the way 
home, and all I was thinking about 
when this happened to me was what I 
was reading. Everything I then saw was so 
real that I knew it must be true.’

Precisely as the little girl and the 
doctor came to the house, Mr S.G. 
Gwynne himself arrived home.

Surprised by the sight of the doctor, he 
asked: ‘Who is ill?’

‘Mother,’ replied the child, as she ran 
towards the door.

psychic phenomena
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Mr Gwynne and the doctor quick ly 
followed, and when they came to the 
bedroom they found Mrs Gwynne lying 
unconscious on the floor, with the lace-
bordered hand kerchief near her feet 
just as her daughter had noted in her 
transitory vision of the scene.

The doctor at once attended to the 
patient, who had been seized sud denly 
by a heart attack, from which he said she 
would almost certainly have died but for 
his timely arrival.

Some time later, after her recovery, an 
account of the whole remarkable episode 
was written by the daughter and signed 
by both the father and mother. Later 
still, some years after wards, in response 
to inquiries by in vestigators of the Society 
for Psychical Research, the father, Mr S.G. 
Gwynne, and the daughter, who had by 
then married a Mr Bettany, confirmed the 
details of the extraordinary occur rence, 
the incident being known thenceforward 
as ‘The Mrs Bettany Case.’

Psychical researchers explain this 
case by saying that the unconscious 
mind of the mother was the agent, 
exerting a telepathic influence which 
caused an impression of the desper ate 
situation in the unconscious mind of 
the child, from which a vivid pic ture of 
the scene momentarily took possession 
of her unconscious mind, blotting out 
everything else.

To follow their explanation, let us 
try to see again, in simpler terms, what 
their theory is. The very mention 
of simpler terms, of course, would 
probably make scientists reject the 
whole effort. But this isn’t being written 
for them.

Experts who have devoted them-
selves to psychical research say that there 
is a kind of upstairs and down stairs in the 
human mind; and that, while we can be 
aware of what is going on upstairs, we 
don’t know what is going on downstairs, 
except on rare occasions when 
something seems to find its way up from 
down below.

In other words, we have a conscious 
self and a subliminal self, the latter act ing 
through an unconscious part of the mind 
below the threshold of con sciousness. This 
subconscious mind is said to contain a lot 
more than our conscious mind. In fact, 
the mind is to be compared to an iceberg 
floating in the sea, with only one-tenth 
above the water and nine-tenths below 
the surface.

Not only, however, is there far 
more of the mind with a host of 
stored-up experiences we cannot 
always remember — although at times 
they come to the surface in dreams 
during sleep — but there are all kinds of 
activities going on in our unconscious mind 
independently of the senses, and even of 
the physical brain, as if our intelligence 
were on the same level as that of a pure 
spirit or angel, who possesses no material 
body at all.

In the ‘Mrs Bettany Case’, 
psy chologists say that such activities 
in the mind of the mother, by a tele-
pathic relationship at unconscious 
levels, built up a picture of the scene in 
the mind of the child. That expla nation 
is not impossible; but it is no more than 
a theory, and if one is bent on having a 
merely natural explana tion it is the only 
one at all likely.

But for reasons it would take too long 
to develop fully here, it seems to me more 
likely that a supernatural explanation is 
necessary, and that the Guardian Angel 
of the little girl — or of the mother, for 
that matter — caused the impressions in 
the child’s mind which led to such happy 
results.

Needless to say, neither of these 
explanations would be more accept able 
than the other to crass material ists, whose 
idea of the universe leaves no room for 
such occurrences.

DR LESLIE RUMBLE was, in his day, one of the 
most widely-known priests in the English-speaking 
world. His two-volume Radio Replies sold many 
millions of copies world-wide, as did his numerous 
pamphlets on aspects of Catholic faith and doctrine 
and on various non-Catholic Churches and sects. 
He died in 1975. In response to many requests we 
print the fourth of his fourteen articles on psychic 
phenomena which first appeared in Annals in 1958. 
The remaining articles will appear in subsequent 
issues. Next Month: The Note in the Coat Pocket
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Book Review

Tapping the thoughts of priests

POP GO THE QUESTIONS
By James Murray 

HE VOX POP is an 
endur ing  t oo l  o f 
journalism. It is, of 
course, derived from 
vox  popul i  ( ‘ vo ice 
of the people’) and 
consists in asking a 

random number of people set questions 
and recording their answers.

Chris McGillion and John O’Carroll 
use it effectively in their opus mined 
from an agree-disagree-undecided 
survey (with space for written personal 
opinions) and a lesser number of face-
to-face interviews funded by Charles 
Sturt University.

The authors sent out 1700 forms, 
the majority to active priests; 542 were 
completed and returned. Inevitably other 
statistics spot the pages like weevils in a 
bag of flour. But to push the metaphor 
hard, there are enough anecdotal plums 
and silver coins in the resultant duff 
to make it compelling, disquieting and 
inspirational. The latter reaction comes 
from a reading of how the priests who 
responded saw their priesthood:

‘In written comments on the 
survey priests from across the country 
often employed identical language 
in expressing the profound sense of 
satisfaction they say they have found in 
their life choice: the words ‘marvellous’, 
‘privileged’, and ‘gifted’ recurred 
again and again as they experience of 
vocation. The age of the respondents 
had no more bearing on this assessment 
than location. “The priesthood is 
a beautiful divine gift, one that I 
cherish,” said a 43-year-old NSW priest. 
“Although it can be difficult, it is a joy 
to do God’s will”. ’

After multiplying similar quotations 
across a range of ages and locations, 
the authors feel the need to undercut 
them by quoting one Sydney priest 
(no age given), ‘expressing a degree of 
scepticism about the emphasis so many 
priests gave to their “pastoral” role, and 

opening his comment: ‘I think a lot of 
priests of my generation are not happy 
being priests...’  

Fair enough: journalistic balance. 
Possibly also a degree of journalistic 
scepticism is evident in the authors’ use 
of ‘identical language’ and ‘they say’ 
in the midst of their summary of the 
enthusiastic language of priests.

The authors appear to feel no need 
for a balancing scepticism when one of 
their respondents: a Melbourne priest 
(no age given) said: ‘There’s a word 
beyond God which is wisdom. In the 
beginning was what? The word [the 
Bible] doesn’t say “God”. So you’ve got 
your cosmic thing or your relational 
matrix, something “bigger than”. People 
say, “Do you believe in God?” You 
say: “Well, not the little tin-pot Gods” 
[Saint] Paul staggered into wherever 
it was with the Greeks, and they’ve all 
got their gods in a businesslike way, all 
lined up expecting favours from them, 
and there’s a pedestal with nothing 
on it [Paul] said, “That’s the unknown 
God. That’s why I’m here.’ For me, we 

are devotees of the unknown God. 
That’s why there’s an empty niche 
over the church [in this parish]. I like 
that because it’s what’s missing [that 
matters]; it’s not what’s in it.’ 

He’s correct: what’s missing does 
matter. But not the way he means. 
What’s missing from his comment is any 
scriptural sense. The reason the Bible 
used ‘the word’ was because Yaweh 
(God) was deemed too sacred to be 
specifically named. As for Paul having, 
‘staggered into wherever it was’, it was 
Athens.

Far from going along with the 
unknown God, Paul said: ‘Ye men of 
Athens I perceive that in all things you 
are too superstitious. For passing by, and 
seeing your idols, I found an altar also 
on which was written: To the unknown 
God. What, therefore, you worship 
without knowing it, I preach to you.’ 

What he preached was the 
revealed God who made the world. 
Subsequently in witness of that and of 
God’s son, Christ crucified, risen from 
the dead and ascended into heaven, 
Paul endured execution.

This reviewer’s reaction to the 
Melbourne priest’s comment was 
undoubtedly affected by a parallel 
reading of Campion, originally written 
by the 19th century English scholar 
Richard Simpson, revised, edited and 
enlarged by Australian priest-scholar 
Peter Joseph, and published here by 
Freedom Publishing. 

The point-counter-point incisiveness 
of both Campion, (after racking and 
about to to be hanged-drawn and 
quartered) and of his Protestant 
opponents offers a contrast between 
scriptural scholarship and the 
Melbourne priest’s truncating of the 
gospel in the context of benighted, 
she’ll-be-right adherence to an 
unknown god. 

The survey contains criticism 
of the church bureaucracy but 

Our Fathers: What Australian Catholic 
Priests Really Think about Their Lives 

and Their Church, Chris McGillion 
and John O’Carroll, John Garratt 

Publishing rrp pb $29.95

Simply 
Pretending

There are plenty of men who 
consider themselves good fathers 

as they spend a lot of time with their 
children. Yet the hipster dad who 
always plays with his kids but rarely 
teaches or corrects them is simply 
pretending to be their older brother, 
if that.
— Raymond J. de Souza, “Too old to mature,” 

National Post, (Canada) October 15, 2009
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without sufficient emphasis that all 
bureaucracies (government, military, 
academic and journalistic) can likewise 
be criticised from the perspective 
of those in the field. Paradoxically 
the computer, supposed to provide 
a paperless world, has increased 
bureaucratic paper (or what active-
service soldiers rudely called ‘Bumph’). 

Yoke that to e-mail bureaucratic 
emissions and the administrative 
burden on parish priests is rightly 
criticised. The authors will, of course, 
have realised the irony that their 
published work depended on a 
bureaucratic-style survey which may 
account for the low response. 

Irony aside bureacracies are 
necessary for the continuing 
functioning of institutions. 
Communities vis-a-vis institutions? 
Rightly, the former are a preoccupation 
of those, retired, active veterans and 
younger priests, who are, or have been, 
at the front-end. One specific question 
omitted, possibly because it is a voxpop 
cliche: ‘What parish initiative would you 
like to undertake that is, or has been, 
restricted by bureaucacy?’     

Any answer would have to take 
account of church history involving 
the likes of Francis of Assisi, Ignatius 
of Loyola, Frederick Ozanam, Terese of 
Avila, Mary MacKillop who made their 
initiatives viable by negotiating, when 
they did not ignore, the vagaries of 
bureaucracy, civil and clerical.  

Overall the work is relatively free of 
what art critic Robert Hughes called 
‘the culture of complaint’. Amid the 
various topics — priesthood, bishops, 
laity, celibacy, sexuality — is loneliness. 
Here a gem is provided by a 49-year-
Victorian priest: ‘Country people end 
up killing you with kindness; they want 
you to come out every night to have 
dinner with them and you think, “ I 
wish I could have a night at home” .’  

Tough cheddar. Sour wine. Any 
chance of the maligned bureaucracy 
organising country roast dinners for 
lonely city priests sick of take-away pizza?

The book’s back-cover restricts itself 
to recording that McGillion is a former 
religious affairs editor of The Sydney 
Morning Herald who has contributed to 
a wide range of journals on religious 
topics. O’Carroll has made similar 
contributions. Both teach at the funding 
university, their subject: journalism. 

Cue for a summery: essentially the 
work is a book-bound newspaper or 
magazine feature series; it relies on 
anonymous quotes (low-grade in the 
coinage of journalism whatever their 
source). Cutting would have helped, 
particularly the 12 paragraphs of Final 
Remarks. 

In the penultimate of these the 
authors ask: ‘What explains a situation 
where one priest complains he has 
less than ten active lay volunteers in 
his parish and little money even to 
outlay on the maintence of his church 
while, a short drive away, another has 

150 active volunteers various engaged 
in a multi-million dollar outreach 
program the funds for which have been 
raised by his lone efforts at corporate 
sponsorship?’ 

This is the kind of rhetorical 
question a journalist might ask at the 
end of a lame-duck editorial; it prompts 
another question: what explains the 
situation where some journalists spend 
time subbing briefs and others win 
Walkley Awards? Answer: opportunity 
and use of talent. Apropos, the authors 
should submit their work to the 
Walkleys; it could win a prize.
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Across Clues
1. A mountain in Co Mayo, Ireland; a place 

of pilgrimage (6,7)
10. Lack of knowledge, information or 

education (9)
11. A male singer (5)
12. Public buildings used for gambling (7)
13. Artificial fly used in angling; First 

English navigator to sail around the 
world (5)

14. A relative (6)
16 & 24 across. Italian artist whose works 

include St John the Baptist and a 
cartoon of a Madonna and Child with St 
Anne (8-2-5)

18. Capable of being mistaken (8)
20. To take or carry too far; exaggerate (6)
23. A deceptive ruse (slang) (5)
24. See 16 across
26. Shrub, heather (5)
27. To bring notice or emphasis to (9)
28. Members of a religious congregation 

founded in 1732 to do missionary work 
among the poor (13)

Down Clues
2. Spokes on a ships wheel (5)
3. Organise (7)
4. Trustworthy; fair and just (6)
5. A city in northeast Scotland (8)
6. Teach a new skill (2-5)

7. One who grants or bestows an honour or 
gift upon another (9)

8. Dominican, born at Valencia in 1350; 
patron of builders (7,6)

9. Scientists who study prehistoric cultures 
by examining their remains through 
excavation, etc (13)

15. Area sometimes known as the Holy 
Land (9)

17. Naval commander’s vessel (8)
19. Impersonate 7)
21. Italian composer of “The Four Seasons” 

(7)
22. A movement or piece to be performed 

slowly (6)
25. Period of darkness (5) 
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Tales of the Nankikurungurr

PEANUTS
By John Leary, msc

HEN I arrived at the Daly, peanut farming was on the way out, yet Charlie Dargie 
battled on. Charlie lived ten miles down river in a corrugated iron shed with a 
dirt floor. His neighbour across the river was Squizzy Taylor; not the infamous 
Melbourne identity, but, for some, no doubt appropriate, reason, called after him. 
Squizzy also lived in a tin shed. Next to Squizzy was Mick Arkins, the man who 
was never seen in a shirt, and who also boasted a tin shed for a dwelling.

Bob Judge lived up-river from the Mission. Bob told me how he happened to 
be living in his present abode. A year earlier he had bought thirty fowls and had taken considerable 
care to build them a proper place. Once he had them comfort ably installed he was one day observing 
them from his dwelling when it dawned on him that the fowls were better housed than he was. So he 
promptly transferred the fowls to his place and took up residence in theirs.

While we – the Brothers and I – were laying the Mission’s foundation, Bob accepted the job of 
cook. Tommy Mungulung was the hunter and provided Bob with next day’s meat. Each evening a 
kangaroo or a wallaby could be seen hanging outside the improvised kitchen. This meant that it was 
completely impossible for Bob to disguise the mystery dish that would appear the next day.

As mentioned, the peanut industry on the Daly was flagging. To give it a boost a Primary 
Producers’ Board gave grants of money to local farmers. The small group of white farmers, no 
doubt because of the heat, the mosquitoes, the frogs, the galahs (peanut gobblers), the crocodiles, 
the snakes and an infinite number of other irri tants, had come to depend on the reviving power of 
rum. It assumed top priority on any food order from Darwin. They would often take it in turns to 
bring the ‘order’ from town, sometimes, in wet season desperation, with tractor and trailer - a three 
hundred mile return trip.

One afternoon I happened to be visiting Charlie Dargie. Charles was anxious because the Primary 
Producers’ Inspector was due that very day to inspect the farms with a view to approval or not of 
the grant for the coming year. On that very day Squizzy was also due home with ‘supplies’ on his 
tractor and trailer. ‘You know, Father, what kind of a state Squizzy is going to be in when he gets 
here. We can’t let the Inspector see him like that, can we?’ ‘No, of course not,’ I replied. ‘So I have left 
a boat,’ continued Charlie, ‘in the river below that big tree alongside the road. When you see Squizzy 
coming, go up and stop him; get him across the river; tell him no more rum. I will hold the Inspector 
and take him over tomorrow.’

The Inspector duly arrived. The three of us sat chatting, I with my old chair strate gically placed 
facing up the road. The Inspector began to sieve the river soil between his fingers. ‘Wonderful soil 
you have here, Charlie; it’s so rich you could almost eat it.’ ‘That’s in the Dry,’ quipped Charlie, ‘in 
the Wet you can almost drink it!’ Charlie was one of the great story-tellers, with a delightful turn of 
phrase.

As I looked anxiously up the road I could see a cloud of dust on the hori zon. I knew it could not 
be Squizzy. Squizzy’s tractor never stirred dust. Out of the cloud of dust emerged a van driven by a 
sprightly young fellow. He swung the vehi cle round beside the three of us and jumped out saying, 
‘got a present for you, Charlie.’ With that he opened the double doors at the rear. Out fell Squizzy, 
face first, uncon scious, in front of the Inspector. 

Squizzy planted peanuts next year.

Nankikurungurr means ‘Deep Water’. It is one of the principal language groups, along with the Waugaman, Marathiel, Maringar, Mulluk Mulluk 
and Nangiumeri, on the Daly River, 250km south of Darwin in Australia’s Northern Territory.

austRaLiana
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Female employment in the Defence Force has been  
a triumph of ideology over common sense

POLITICAL CORRECTNESS GONE MAD
by Michael O’Connor

HE recent contretemps 
a t  t he  Aus t r a l i an 
D e f e n c e  F o r c e 
Ac a d e my  ( A D FA ) 
should have raised a 
number of significant 
i s s u e s  i n  p u b l i c . 

Unfortunately most were ignored 
or buried in a welter of political 
correctness that has probably done 
serious damage to the defence force and 
its relations with the government and 
community. In very large part, this is 
due to a high degree of ignorance about 
the unique nature of the defence force 
on the part of politicians and the media. 
Unlike in earlier times, few politicians 
now have any experience of defence and 
few have any interest. I recall one senior 
Cabinet minister telling me to my face 
that he was not interested in defence 
which was somewhat akin to a board 
member of BHP-Billiton saying he had 
no interest in steel.

Few journalists have any knowledge 
of defence or the defence force. A 
few specialist defence writers focus 
on technicalities while defence policy 
or management issues are dealt 
with by individual members of the 
Parliamentary Press Gallery whose 
interests are wholly political. Moreover, 
most have a world view that is leftist, 
pacifist and unjustifiably arrogant. Their 
attitude to defence is at best mildly 
contemptuous and at worst hostile. 
Almost inevitably, the defence force 
itself feels isolated and can become 
inward looking and defensive. The 
relationship between defence and 
the media is not helped by an overly 
bureaucratic defence department 
and its public affairs branch that is 
unresponsive to the legitimate demands 
of the media. The relationship is not 
helped by suspicious and nervous 
politicians who worry excessively about 
being embarrassed.

The recent ADFA affair became a 
matter of serious public debate when 
the Defence Minister, Stephen Smith, 
intervened with a megaphonic blast 
at the academy command firstly for 
apparently failing to deal promptly 
with a serious breach of discipline, 
then also for continuing to deal with 
an entirely separate and earlier incident 
involving the victim of the first. To say 
the least, the minister’s intervention 
was ill advised; as a matter of principle, 
ministers should not intervene in 
the day-to-day management of their 
departments but work through the 
departmental heads. The minister is 
certainly empowered to issue directions 
to the defence chiefs but in this case his 
actions served only to humiliate them in 
public. Little wonder then that the two 
most senior officers were reported as 
having threatened to resign, an action 
that would certainly have rebounded on 
the minister himself. The lesson should 
be that politicians, like the rest of us, 
should control their anger.

The affair that led to the defence 
minister’s rush to judgement began 
with a particularly disgusting act 
by a cadet officer who filmed and 
transmitted an act of consensual sex 
with another cadet to a group of his 
friends. This was reported to the 
ADFA authorities, who launched civil 
and military investigations. Initially 
the civil police claimed that no offence 
had been committed but the minister’s 
intervention seemed to generate 
a review that after weeks of delay 
resulted in two cadets being charged 
with criminal offences. These are still 
pending.

 Meanwhile, the woman at the 
centre of the affair for reasons known 
to herself decided to take her tale to the 
media. She claims to have been upset 
by the seeming failure of the authorities 

cuRRent affaiRs

No Reason  
to Fear

THE SAVAGE hordes came down in torrents from the north, and Peter 
went out to meet them, and by his very eye he sobered them, and 

backed them in their full career. They turned aside and flooded the whole 
earth, but only to be more surely civilized by him, and to be made ten 
times more his children even than the older populations which they had 
overwhelmed. Lawless kings arose, sagacious as the Roman, passionate 
as the Hun, yet in him they found their match, and were shattered, and 
he lived on. The gates of the earth were opened to the east and west, 
and men poured out to take possession; but he went with them by his 
missionaries, to China, to Mexico, carried along by zeal and charity, 
as far as those children of men were led by enterprise, covetous ness, 
or ambition. Has he failed in his successes up to this hour? Did he, in 
our fathers’ day, fail in his struggle with Joseph of Germany and his 
confederates; with Napoleon, a greater name, and his dependent kings, 
that, though in another kind of fight, he should fail in ours? 

— John Henry Cardinal Newman, The Idea of a University
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to support her. She seems more than 
just an innocent victim. She was already 
facing disciplinary charges involving 
drunkenness and absence without leave. 
Further, if her claim of consensual sex 
is correct, that in itself constitutes a 
further disciplinary offence. The view 
expressed by the minister that the 
authorities should not have proceeded 
to deal with the original charges is silly 
nonsense and would have reinforced 
a widely held perception that women 
in the defence force enjoy special 
privileges. Finally too and much too 
late the two accused have been dealt 
with administratively and suspended 
from ADFA, something that should 
have occurred much sooner. In my view 
they should be required to show cause 
why their probationary appointments 
should not be terminated. Such action, 
taken promptly, would have had a more 
salutary effect on the current and future 
student bodies.

ADFA has been plagued with similar 
scandals ever since it was established. 
The reasons are not difficult to 
understand. Each year the academy 
takes a collection of teenage high 
school graduates and tries over three 
to four years to turn them into military 
officers with a university degree. It 

is an attractive career path, not only 
for those who are intent on a military 
career but also for high achievers 
attracted by a well-paid university 
course with a not too strictly enforced 
return of service obligation. The new 
students, especially early in the year, 
are immature products of our civilian 
society with its disdain for personal 
restraint. ADFA staff has the unenviable 
job of turning something of a rabble 
into well-educated military officers. 

That there does exist a culture of 
adolescent bullying is hardly surprising 
given that the staff must necessarily 
also develop in the cadets a high degree 
of self-reliance as well as personal 
responsibility and self-discipline. There 
might well be a case for training these 
cadets to be officers first and educating 
them later when they have acquired 
some maturity and responsibility.

If our police forces are seen to stand 
apart from the bulk of the community 
by reason of the special tasks they have 
to perform, this is even more the case 
with the defence force. It is not like 
other organisations; by definition it is 
required to use lethal force against the 
enemies of our country at the direction 
of the elected government and often in 
very confused and confusing situations. 
Thus it must be governed by strict 
discipline based upon a hierarchy 
of authority that reaches up to the 
executive government. At the same 
time, the operational effectiveness of 
the force depends upon that discipline 
being exercised within each and every 
group down to the smallest so that 
every individual soldier, sailor or airman 
may have confidence in the members 
of the group. Those who exercise 
authority must take responsibility for 
the safety and welfare of those under 
their command. In simple terms, it 
means that each member looks out for 
the others in the group. On operations, 
there is little room for individualism.

The defence force has had long 
experience in implementing and 
enforcing discipline. Until recently, this 
has rarely been difficult because those 
joining the force are all volunteers 
and their training ingrains the group 
ethos. Of course, there will always be 
problems. Some individuals will always 
warrant the title of ‘Queen’s hard 
bargain’ but these are usually easy 
to return to civilian life as unsuitable 
for Service life. Others manage to get 
themselves into usually minor trouble 
but can be dealt with under the 
Defence Force Discipline Act. Serious 
offences by military personnel within 
Australia are dealt with under civil law 
by civil police and courts.

The High Court has held that 
maintaining defence force discipline 
is an administrative rather than a 
judicial process. Traditionally, enforcing 
discipline also took account of two 

Two Faces  
of Communism

JOSEPH BERGER, a former Comintern Official who was ‘purged,’ 
tries to have it both ways. ‘On the other hand, I person ally feel that 

there is a difference between criticizing people for having accepted 
Stalin’s policy, which many Communists did not do, and blaming them 
for not having prevented his crimes. To suppose that this could have 
been done by any individual, no matter how important he might have 
been, is to misunderstand Stalin’s byzantine tyranny.’ Thus Berger has 
found an excuse for having been in the U.S.S.R. and for having been 
caught up in its infernal machine without any means of escape. But 
what self-deception kept Western European Com munists, who had not 
been directly arrested by the People’s Commissariat of Internal Affairs 
(NKVD, the secret police), blindly babbling away about the system and its 
leader? Why could they not hear the wake-up call at the very start? In his 
remarkable work on the Russian Revolution, The Soviet Tragedy, Martin 
Malia lifts a corner of the curtain when he speaks of ‘this paradox ... 
that . . . [it] takes a great ideal to produce a great crime-.’  Annie Kriegel, 
another major student of Communism, insists that there is a cause-and-
effect relationship between the two faces of Communism, as surely as 
day follows night.

— The Black Book of Communism, Stephane Courtois et alii,  
Harvard University Press, 1999, p.12

STATUES
IN NEED OF AID?

HELP IS AS 
CLOSE AS YOUR 

PHONE!

If you have 
plaster statues 
or ornaments 

that need  
re-painting or 
re-plastering 

contact:

KEVIN TAN
[02] 9310 4701

Restoration work is 
our specialty.
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So be it. But as one young female 
officer serving in Afghanistan noted, 
this commitment of women to combat 
roles may in fact lead to a reduction 
in the numbers of women offering for 
service. It beggars belief that the young 
women of Australia are hankering for 
the opportunities now offered to kill 
and be killed. Those who for whatever 
reason do join the defence force today 
know that they cannot be committed to 
such roles. That will change under the 
new regimen and female recruits, like 
the men, will necessarily go where they 
are sent.

Of course, relatively few will be 
physically or emotionally suitable 
once exposed to the tests to which 
all personnel are subject. Indeed, the 
whole question of female employment 
in the defence force has been a triumph 
of ideology over common sense. Despite 
more than 30 years of promoting female 
employment in the force the numbers 
remain fairly static at about 15 per 
cent of the total. These figure vary only 
slightly between the individual services 
and between regulars and reserves. As 
an attempt at social engineering, the 
exercise has been a dismal failure.

too in this context is that the loud 
proponents of women in combat, be 
they feminist ideologues, politicians or 
journalists, are highly unlikely to play 
such a role themselves.

important legal principles: that justice 
delayed is justice denied; and that 
hard cases make bad law. Obviously, 
individual rights to fairness have 
to be protected, but until recently 
few members of the defence force 
complained that they did not get a fair 
go. They understand that discipline and 
the effectiveness of the force must be 
protected because, in the last resort, 
their own lives may depend upon those 
qualities. Given that elements of the 
defence force have been continuously 
on combat operations over the past 22 
years, that understanding is reinforced.

Unfortunately politically-driven 
attempts to prevent the occasional 
appearance of injustice have created 
a highly legalistic and ponderous 
system that engenders further injustice, 
especially when aggrieved parties rush 
to the media or parliamentarians to tell 
their one side of the story. Journalists 
love an apparently scandalous story, 
while all politicians are driven by the 
need to be seen to be doing something, 
even if it is only covering their rear. All 
too often, the response is to set up a 
rash of overlapping inquiries by outside 
bodies with their own axe to grind, 
whose findings are rarely made public 
and indeed may never be implemented 
except to make a bad situation worse.

In what can be interpreted as an 
attempt by the minister successfully 
to divert attention from his ill-judged 
intervention, he then directed that all 
employment categories in the defence 
force, hitherto closed to women, 
should be made available to them. 
These categories essentially involved 
close personal combat with enemy 
forces and the restrictions had been 
a matter of discussion and contention 
over many years. In general, the equal 
opportunity industry wanted these 
categories opened up for women as did 
many younger female officers who saw 
the exclusion of women as hampering 
their career prospects. Opposing voices 
tended to make heavy weather of 
their defence of the status quo which 
was easily depicted as patronising and 
patriarchal. At no time over the decades 
that this issue has been canvassed has 
there ever been any public discussion 
of the effect on our civilisation of using 
women in such elemental, essentially 
barbaric, roles however necessary they 
may be from time to time. Worth noting 

Cause of 
Extremism

POLITICIANS and scholars 
in the West have taken up 

the chant that Islamic extremism 
is caused by the Arab-Israeli 
conflict. This analysis cannot 
convince any rational person 
that the Islamist murder of over 
150,000 innocent people in 
Algeria—which happened in 
the last few decades—or their 
slaying of hundreds of Buddhists 
in Thailand, or the brutal violence 
between Sunni and Shia in Iraq 
could have anything to do with the 
Arab-Israeli conflict.

— Tawfik Hamid, The Wall Street Journal, 
Tuesday, April 3, 2007. A onetime member 

of Jemaah Islamiya, an Islamist terrorist 
group led by al Qaeda’s second in 

command, Ayman al-Zawahiri, Dr Hamid is 
a medical doctor.
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do what is good in their own eyes. It 
consists rather in the constant adhesion 
of man to the divine order that rules 
the world. As Leo XIII writes, “ It is 
manifest that the eternal law of God is 
the sole standard and rule of human 
liberty, not only in each individual 
man but also in the community. . . . 

Therefore the true liberty of human 
society does not consist in every man 
doing what he pleases, for that would 
simply end in turmoil and confusion 
and bring on the overthrow of the State, 
but rather that through the injunctions 
of the civil law all may more easily 
conform to the prescriptions of the 
eternal law. Likewise the freedom of 
those who are in authority does not 
consist in the power to lay unreasonable 
and capricious commands upon their 
subjects which would equally be 
criminal and would lead to the ruin of 
the commonwealth, but the binding 
force of human laws consists in this 
— that they are to be regarded as 
applications of the eternal law and as 
incap able of sanctioning anything which 
is not contained in the eternal law, as in 
the principle of all law.”, This conception 
of the sovereignty and transcendence 
of Law is the basis of that tradition 
of liberty which has played so great a 
part in our history and which distin-
guishes the societies of Western Europe 
from those of Russia and the Orient. 
But the modern world has lost its faith 
in this higher law, and consequently its 
ideals of liberty and the Rights of man 
have become hollow abstractions that 
grow emptier and more unreal the more 
they are talked about. Democracy has 
swelled itself out with hot air and high 
phrases until it has burst like the frog in 
the fable.

- Christopher Dawson, Religion and the Modern 
State, London, Sheed and Ward, 1935, pp.137-138

No Popery!

THE reason this crusade is 
so hysterical is because it is 

not really about the pope at all 
— it is about the New Atheists 
themselves. The contemporary 
pope-hunting springs from a 
secularist movement which… 
can only assert itself negatively, 
in contrast to the ‘evil’ of religion, 
by posturing against the alleged 
wickedness of institutionalised 
faith. It is the inner emptiness, 
directionless and soullessness of 
contemporary secularism … which 
has given birth to the bizarre 
clamour for the pope’s head.
- Brendan O’Neill, Spiked, April 13, 2010

The hierarchic and authoritarian 
character of Catholic political 

philosophy does not exclude a real 
liberal and democratic element. It is 
true that Christian liberty is not that 
of the professional Democrats and 
Liberals. It does not rest on the will 
of the majority or the right of men to 

CATHOLICS AND LIBERTY

CatholiC leadership

Firm in the Faith
How am I called to build up the Body of Christ?

a post-World-Youth-daY retreat

ALL MEN considering a vocation to serve Christ and His 
Church as leaders are invited to participate in a Vocation 

Discernment Weekend for men who are open to the 
possibility that God may be calling them to the Priesthood. 
This retreat will be a good opportunity for communal and 
private prayer; spiritual enrichment; one-on-one encounters 
with priests and seminarians; and recreation. Among the 
speakers will be Cardinal George Pell. He will talk on 
“Catholic Leadership” on Friday evening, September 23 after 
celebrating Mass and having supper. 

 Where: Seminary of the Good Shepherd, 

50-58 Abbotsford Rd, HOMEBUSH / NSW. 

When: From Friday evening Sept. 23 to Sunday Sept. 25. 

See www.vocationcentre.org.au “Important Dates.”
There is no charge, but registration is essential 

for catering and accommodation. 
All enquiries/registration ring 9390-5970 or
email us at : vocations@sydneycatholic.org
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Thoughts on the love of God in this world, by a simple country parish priest

GOD AND MATTER
By Dennis Murphy, MSc

ATHER Jules Chevalier 
[ 1 8 2 4 - 1 9 0 7 ]  w a s 
the  founder  o f  the 
Congregat ion of  the 
Missionaries of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus. He was 
once described by a 

fellow MSC as a country Parish Priest 
keen on spreading pious devotions. The 
founder would have been proud on 
both counts.

Fr Chevalier, both as a student and 
priest, did not possess what we might 
call a creative mind; his creativity and 
strengths were elsewhere; but a book 
he wrote on the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
shows that he was very much open to 
creative ideas, provided they were in 
harmony with the Scriptures, with the 
great saintly minds of the past, and with 
the teaching authority of the Church. In 
that company, his mind at times could 
and did soar.

His younger contemporary, St 
Thérèse of Lisieux, summed up the 
meaning and direction of her life as 
follows: ‘My vocation is love. In the 
heart of the Church, my Mother, I will 
be love’.  And her holiness consisted 
in striving to live this to the full in 
the everyday circumstances of life – 
both in light and in darkness. Jules 
Chevalier had given the same mission 
to the Religious Congregation that he 
founded. 

Matter and spirit

In his Personal Notes Father Chevalier 
recalls how in philosophy class he 
opposed openly a professor who was 
a convinced follower of Descartes. 
Probably, Descartes’ separation of 
matter and spirit was one of the points 
of difference. Certainly, later on Jules 
Chevalier would insist that matter and 
spirit, though distinct, formed together 
one being in man. 

In this mysterious being called 
man, the masterpiece and summary of 

creation, the soul lives with a bodily 
life and the body united to the soul, of 
which it is the organ, lives with the very 
life of the spirit. Human functions are 
neither completely spiritual since we 
are not pure spirit nor ompletely bodily 
because we are not merely matter.1 
In this connection it is important 

to keep in mind that ‘heart’ for Jules 
Chevalier was not merely a symbol 
of love; much less was it limited to 
emotions. Following biblical usage, the 
‘heart’ is the unifying centre of a human 
being. For example, in I Samuel 16,7  
we read: ‘God does not see as man sees; 
man looks at appearances, but God 
looks at the heart’. The ‘Heart’ of Jesus, 
for Jules Chevalier, is what makes Jesus 
to be Jesus.

Love and the  
evolving universe

One characteristic of genuine love 
is that it tends to be drawn beyond 

itself. Depending on an insight of 
another MSC, Fr. Jean-Charles Marie 
Thorey (1808-1877), Jules Chevalier 
recognized that a characteristic of 
matter is its transformation into plants, 
and from plants into animals, and from 
animals into human beings. 

From its natural state of inertia, of 
death, God has raised up matter to the 
level of life in plants; from plants he 
has raised it up to instinct in animals. 
So already in matter there is a sort of 
knowledge, a beginning of love. But 
if the material world remains where 
it is, it will never know who made it, 
or even know that it has been made. 
In his almighty genius, God has found 
the means to unite matter and spirit. 
What a miracle is the human body! 
God has formed this privileged matter 
in such a way that the whole lower 
world is united in it, summed up in it.2

In human beings,  
matter prays

Father Chevalier sees that matter 
takes a step beyond itself in human 
beings so that through them it can 
respond to God.  Thus, in a human 
being, ‘matter prays’. 

In the universe, a human being 
is the eye of all that does not see, 
the heart of all that has no feelings, 
the tongue of all that remains mute. 
A human being is not only a mineral 
that blossoms, a shrub that feels, but 
an animal who prays, adores and 
gives thanks. In us matter becomes 
religious.3

Consequently, in becoming a 
human being, God becomes part of 
the material universe; and the material 
universe participates in the being of 
God.  In this line of thought, Father 
Chevalier takes up an idea that is based 
in Scripture and stressed particularly by 
a number of the Greek Fathers.

In Jesus and through Jesus the 
whole world shares in the divine 
life! His bones, solid as rock, and 
possessing the same natural qualities, 

The Morning 
Offering

ACCORDING to Jules 
Chevalier, ‘the whole 

substance of devotion to the 
Sacred Heart’ is found in the 
practice of the Morning Offering. 
‘It imposes no obligation under 
pain of  sin. It asks simply for 
love - love of the Heart of Jesus. 
Our works, our sufferings, 
no matter how ordinary they 
might be, even the most 
inconsequential, become acts of 
love, since they are made with 
the intention of pleasing Our 
Lord’. Thus the Morning Offering 
puts our day in opposition to all 
that is not love. 
— Dennis Murphy, MSC The Heart of the 

Word Incarnate, Bangalore India,  
2002 p.120.

cReation and gRace
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are the bones of God; that flesh that 
lives like a plant is the flesh of God; 
that life of sensations and instincts 
that make up an animal is, in Jesus, 
the life of God; the same for his 
rational life: in Jesus, this life is not 
only a human life, it is the life of God.4

The Incarnation is not something 
static; God enters humanity to bring 
human beings to the perfection he 
planned for them; this involves also a 
process of counteracting sin – a failure 
to love – by loving his Father and 
us, even dying for us. In line with the 
Letter to the Hebrews, Fr Chevalier 
sees this in terms of genuine ‘worship’; 
worship that is an expression of a 
complete giving of self to God and 
to others.  Thus Jesus becomes the 
‘Eucharist’ and ‘ecstasy’ of the whole 
universe.   

Jesus is the supreme and infinite 
glory of God, the revelation par 
excellence of his infinite goodness, 
the Eucharist of the universe and the 
permanent ecstasy of creation in God. 
If you want to sum up in a word what 
is itself a summary, Jesus is religion, 
religion par excellence living and 
infinite. It is principally to the Heart of 
Jesus that we give this title. Religion 
is a bond of love and so in everything 
the Sacred Heart is the last word. 
Everything leads back to Jesus, I am 
the beginning and the end he says; 
and in Jesus everything leads back to 
his Heart.5

In this light, Fr Chevalier sees the 
Incarnate Word as the incarnation of 
God’s love.

We know from where the 
Word comes; he comes from the 
unfathomable depths of the divine 
essence, from the Heart of God. If 
he is the splendour of the glory  of 
his Father, he must also be the 
substantial  expression of the Heart 
of God from which he is brought 
forth. He must be love eternal. And 
this infinite love, which constitutes 
the very depths of God, is contained 
in a human heart born from the 
blood of a Virgin. Christ is the whole 
of God, his living sacrament, his 
complete gift, he is his Heart with 
which to love us. 6

In this way, the ‘country parish priest’ 
who spread ‘pious devotions’ gives us 
an extraordinary insight into our faith.  
He also pinpoints the mission he left 
to his Missionaries of the Most Sacred 
Heart of Jesus.

The Heart of God descends in 
haste to his creation with the weight 

of an infinite love, and the heart of 
creation rises towards God drawn 
by an attraction that dominates all 
others in it. It is in Jesus that these 
two hearts meet, and they unite 
so profoundly that the two Hearts 
become one.

O Heart of the Word incarnate, 
O Heart of the universal Christ, it is 
you, you above all, who, gathering into 
yourself all the elect, are truly the end 
of all the works of God, the universal 
fruit of creation.7

1. Le Sacré Coeur de Jésus, Librairie de Vic et Amat, 
Paris, 1900, 4th edition,  p.88

2. Ibid. p.62.
3. Ibid. pp.63-64
4. Ibid. p.69
5. Ibid. p.76
6. Ibid. pp.146-147
7. Ibid. p.76

FatheR denniS MuRphy, MSc is a graduate of the 
Biblicum in Rome. He taught Scripture for many 
years in Australian seminaries. He was for six years 
Provincial Superior of the Australian Province of 
the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart, and for twelve 
years Assistant General of the Order, based in 
Rome. He is now stationed in India.
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Across Clues
7. Graduate joins Royal Navy, unties lace 

and sticks to bottom of ship … (8)
8.  … and gets covered by money in a 

North African city’s older quarter … 
(6)

10. … upsetting Mary in Nick’s place (4)
11. Shamefully immoral Don to constrict a 

blood vessel (10)
12. Giant with many eyes argues when 

losing top of eye (5)
14. Very strict former spouse breaks meter 

(7)
15. Mad liar can become a naval 

commander (7)
17. Hay Tsar stacked is not much good on 

a motorbike (7)
20. Woodcutter returns sick to a town in 

Alaska (7)
21. Field ploughed by revolutionary (5)
22. Anne Collin’s cooked a pasta dish (10) 
23. Book plays (4)
24. Badly made in holy city of Islam (6)
25. Snail set off carrying load (8)

Down Clues
1. 10 across is confused over ground in 

America … (8)
2. … and Mary’s Mother turns up in Sicily 

… (4)
3. …while U.S. cops run amok in an 

extension of the Mount of Olives (6)

4. Converted fish; indeed! (7)
5. Altar servers with strange clay toes (8)
6. Cats roam over the French chateau (6)
9. Proposed that duet’s eggs get scrambled 

(9)
13. Soldier surrounds enchanted islands 

with rapidly played music (9)
16. Call out to tragic king, “Danger has 

passed” (3, 5)
18. Brutally boil aunt with ritual washing 

(8)
19. Wild leopard let out of jail (7)
20. Humpbacks in Cymru, we’re told (6)
21. Cringe when little bird swallows end 

of tail (6)
23. Race off for some land (4)
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The depth of faith and history contained in the life of the 
Catholic Church were increasingly apparent to me 

FINALLY HOME
By Newt Gingrich

AM OFTEN asked when I 
chose to become Catholic. 
H ow e v e r ,  i t  i s  m o r e 
truthful to say that over 
the  course  o f  severa l 
years I gradually became 
Catholic and then decided 

one day to accept the fa i th I 
had already come to embrace. 
  My wife, Callista, is a lifelong 
Catholic and has been a member of 
the choir of the Basilica of the National 
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception 
in Washington, D.C. for 15 years. 
Although I was Southern Baptist, I 
had attended Mass with Callista every 
Sunday at the Basilica to watch her 
sing with the choir. 

I accompanied Callista to Rome 
in 2005, when the choir was invited 
to sing at St. Peter’s Basilica. While 
there, I had the opportunity to talk 
at length with Msgr. Walter Rossi, 
rector of the basilica in D.C., about 
faith, history and many of the cultural 
challenges, including secularism, facing 
our country. Our conversations were 
enlightening and intriguing. 

During that trip, I experienced my 
first visit to St. Peter’s Basilica, and 
I recall marveling at being in the 
presence of the historic truth of the 
Church that day. 

I was also moved by Pope 
Benedict’s reflection in his book Jesus 
of Nazareth that, “God is the issue: Is 
he real, reality itself, or isn’t he? Is 
he good, or do we have to invent the 
good ourselves?” 

Throughout our travels, whether 
Callista and I were in Costa Rica or 
Africa, she was adamant about finding 
a local Mass on Sunday. Listening 
to “Amazing Grace” being sung in 
Chinese at Mass in Beijing was a 
beautiful experience, and worshipping 

with believers across the world opened 
my eyes to the diversity and richness 
of the Catholic Church.  

Over the course of a decade, the 
depth of faith and history contained 
in the life of the Catholic Church 
were increasingly apparent to me, and 
the centrality of the Eucharist in the 
Catholic Mass became more and more 
clear. 

Pope Benedict XVI’s visit to the 
United States in April of 2008 was a 
turning point for me. The Holy Father 
presided over solemn vespers with the 
U.S. bishops in the Crypt Church at 
the basilica in Washington. Callista’s 
choir was asked to sing for Pope 
Benedict at vespers, and as a spouse, 
I had the unique opportunity to attend 
the papal visit and was deeply moved 
by the occasion.  

Catching a glimpse of Pope 
Benedict that day, I was struck by the 
happiness and peacefulness he exuded. 
The joyful and radiating presence of 
the Holy Father was a moment of 
confirmation about the many things I 
had been thinking and experiencing 
for several years. 

That evening I told Msgr. Rossi 
I wanted to be received into the 
Catholic Church, and he agreed to 
join Callista as my sponsor. Under his 
tutelage, I studied the Catechism of 
the Church over the next year and was 
received into the Church in March of 
2009 in a beautiful Mass at St. Joseph’s 
on Capitol Hill. 

After a decade-long — perhaps 
lifelong — faith journey, I was finally 
home. 

newt Gi nGR ich is a former congressman 
from Georgia and speaker of the House of 
Representatives from 1994-1999. Reprinted with 
permission from the National Catholic Register, 
April 26, 2011.
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She hasn’t phoned: not yet, anyway

THE ONLY HOPE LEFT
By Joseph Bergin

’D JUST left an anti-abortion 
Prayer Vigil outside the clinic 
— the one where they nearly 
finished off the mother as 
well as all the little ones in 
the routine killings. We’d 
prayed for the doctors, we’d 

prayed for the nurses and staff, we’d 
prayed for the mothers and we’d prayed 
for the ruined little remnants. But it 
was hot and a long morning and I’d 
had more than enough of praying 
for the time being and was walking 
southwards, heading for some lunch.

As I walked past I hardly glimpsed 
her out of the corner of my eye and I’d 
gone a few steps further before ‘that’s 
a woman’ registered — always been a 
bit of a slow learner — but she did look 
like a bundle of garbage rags waiting 
for the rubbish men. So I did a U-turn 
and went back tentatively to get another 
look, and it certainly was a woman; all 
doubled up with her tail on the bottom 
step and her face between her knees 
and shoulders bony and hair all over 
the place and whenever you need a cop 
they’re never around excepting just this 
once: here’s this member of the New 
South Wales Police Force, bigger than 
me and looking at me because I’m sort 
of looking at her. I could read his mind.

‘You’re a police officer,’ I said, cos 
it’s always best to promote them to 
‘officer,’ get in first and keep talking. ‘I 
think that woman’s in distress and I’m 
going to speak to her and I’d like you 
to watch me for a couple of minutes in 
case she makes a fuss and alleges I’m 
trying some funny business; just keep 
an eye on us for a minute or two, will 
ya.’ He glazed at me with a kind of dull 
agreement; they don’t often get asked 
to keep nutty clergy under observation, 
and it was probably his lunch time too.

‘I’d like to talk with you for a bit,’ 
but the hair was over the place and 
she didn’t hear or notice, so I did 
a variation on that theme, trying to 

sound quite different: a social worker 
— whatever they may sound like — 
or a cop; just my own kind self, dear 
amateur do-gooder. After a bit she 
sort of wobbled up without saying 
anything and began to walk slowly 
saying ‘Okay, Okay’ not hostile like, 
but awfully weary, so I forgot the cop 
and went on trying to make friendly 
sounds and getting a few weary ones, 
not unfriendly: just weary — very 
weary.

All of a sudden her chin’s down 
between the knees again, brown hair 
all over the place and I have to do 
another U-turn quick smart because 
I’ve gone on a step or three — still a 
bit of a slow learner — and she’s been 
too quick for me. By this time we’re 
on those little steps that lead up from 
Macquarie Street into Martin Place and 
she’s decided the foetal position best 
for expressing the present state of her 
psyche and it happens that I find myself 
shedding 69 years and down on one 
elbow like a sunning wombat. 

I never knew before, but that’s just 
the right possie for a chat; you’d see it 
on a beach anywhere. Ought to be in 
those counsellors’ manuals. And she’s 
raving on and I can’t follow all the drift 
but I do make friendly noises and she 
slips out of the weary mode and into 
the fast talking about the years of booze 
and misery and all the time it’s mixed 
up and she keeps bringing in bits about 
all those lies and deceits and the way 
they trick you and how you feel when 
you’re let down rotten, and now I know 
we’ve come the same way so I change 
my tempo too and we’re getting on 
really well.

By now it’s a flow of fast talk and still 
too jumbled in bits but she really slew 
me the first time her eyes came up and 
she faltered a bit because until then I’m 
just a pair of shoes and trousers to her 
and she hadn’t expected a priest but 
away she goes again, rattling on fast. 
They’re brown too.

So I gather she’s just been in an AA 
meeting and had to run out with her 
head exploding and terrible confusion 
because they get you saying things you 
didn’t mean to say, not their fault but 
you say too much and it’s all whirling 
inside; and she sees I’ve had that too, 
and we both know the feeling.

Well, even Phar Lap slowed down 
after passing the post, so bit by bit the 
cataract merges into a river and now I 
can get a word in, and I’m telling her 
she’s told me something she didn’t 
realise and that makes the eyes come 
up and stay steady as if she might have 
let the cat out of the bag, so I tell her 
that in all the years of whirlpools she’s 
always had a fixed rock that stayed 
unshakable, and the magician whips 
the cover off the concealed whatsit and 
reveals: ‘in all these confusions you’ve 
never stopped wanting the truth; you’ve 
always hated the lies and deceits and 
longed to get out of the chaos; your 
God is truth.’ 

A Mad World

IN 1993 the Patent Office was 
already awarding scores of 

patents each month on medical 
procedures, and by early 1996 
the number had reached an 
unprecedented one hundred 
per month. One doctor, for 
instance, owns the rights to 
a basic technique for suturing 
the stomach to the intestines. 
One doctor even patented the 
common practice of applying 
the anesthetic lidocaine to 
the skin to treat nerve pain 
associated with the herpes skin 
infection known as shingles.

- Seth Shulman, Owning the Future, 
Houghton Miflin Company, Boston,  

1999, pp.13-14.

Beating addiction
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‘Spot on’ she says,’ you’re right there; 
you’ve put your finger right on it’, and 
that imp in the back of my silly mind 
says rem acu tetigisti but I give him the 
shove and we’re getting on famously and 
she’s talking how God’s never dumped 
her and He’s the only hope left and 
without Him there’s only suicide and she 
twigs to the fact that I know that feeling 
too and by now we’re right into high 
voltage reciprocation if you know what I 
mean only now He’s in on it too.

Well, one thing leads to another 
and we get through quite a lot of the 
autobiography and it seems that today 
is the thirty-fifth day since the last drink 
and that imp inside reminds me that all 
alcos tell yarns like that but I give him 
the heave-ho again and tell her about 
Francis de Sales and his ‘one day at 
a time’ way of living. She likes that. 
She’s been doing that without hearing 
about him before (makes me rather 
redundant) must have picked it up at 
an AA meeting and so on and so forth, 
back in a circle, talking over the AA 
steps and the need for a Helper bigger 
than our helplessness. I think she’s 
ready for a bit more of my magic; this 
time it’s clairvoyance.

I tell her she’s told me another 
thing about herself that just came out 
gradually without her meaning to say 
it. They go steady brown, curious for 
a moment and I tell her God’s given 
her a great gift of tenacity. But my 
guru act comes a bit unstuck as she 
doesn’t know that word ‘tenacity’ 
and I’ve put a little superiority gap 
between us, but I hurry to change it to 
being a battler who never gives up and 
she’s right onto that straightaway. ‘I’ve 
always been a battler’ she says. ‘That 
really sums me up. And I won’t ever 
give up no matter what. Once you give 
up you’ve had it: phhhht. Like losing 
God, you’re finished. I’ll always be a 
battler’ and there’s a bit of fire where 
the weary-weary was before, and I 
never knew a low stone step could feel 
so cosy.

From then on it’s what they’d 
designate as dialogue: just friendly 
chitchat and more about the miseries, 
deceptions, booze, that truth-rock and 
all the time the four of us are listening 
and feeling, feeling and listening: the 
interior Spirit working fast on both 
sides like superfast ping pong with 
high voltage shots, and the sun feels 

warm and encouraging and she’s 
been revealing more and more than 
intended and now I’ve just got to tell 
her what I couldn’t have told her earlier 
on because back then she didn’t let 
me know. There are pauses now, little 
silences and we’re just communing, so I 
feel I’m ready to say ‘and there’s a third 
thing you’ve told me, Battler, without 
putting it into words.’ And she’s all 
curiosity that the guru keeps on trotting 
out deep truths, so I risk this one, which 
is honestly absolutely true. I tell her 
she’s been smiling and she looks great 
when she smiles. And the Saviour and 
Spirit are one hundred per cent with 
me in that observation.

Well one word leads to another 
and the sun is balmier than ever and 

those steps keep getting softer all the 
time. So I fish out my notebook and 
give her one of those stick-on labels I 
put on envelopes and tell her that’s my 
name and phone number and I do hope 
she’ll ring me, and of course I hope that 
one name may evoke another, which 
it doesn’t, and I don’t want to  invade 
her reticence so I don’t ask her name 
because she says she’ll phone me and 
she feels really great. And so do I; all 
the way home on my own. Still hoping 
that maybe Battler will follow it up, 
while God goes on working in every 
alco along the track. And now its day 
thirty-eight if the drought is being 
maintained but she hasn’t phoned.

Not yet anyway.

potted Review

WHAT CATHOLICS 
BELIEVE AND WHY

Reviewed by John Conroy, MSc

What Catholics Believe, 
by Gerard Hore, St Pauls 
Publications, Strathfield. 

Order from  
sales@stpauls.com.au  
or ring: 02-9394-3400.

THE AUTHOR 
has succeeded 

in giving an 
accurate overview 
of essential 
Catholic Teaching. 
For me it began 
listing the truths 
I had learnt from 
the catechism in my early years. 
When it spoke of Jesus in his 
life and legacy I could imagine 
readers who knew little of the 
Catholic Faith being move to 
look into it a little more deeply. 
The treatment of the Mass and 
the Sacraments really held my 
attention. I was concerned to 
see that it was accurate and 
orthodox. It is.

I was left with admiration for 
the writer who has done a fine 
job on the task he set himself. I 
recommend the book to those 

Catholics who 
want to see 
in summary 
form what 
they have 
c o m m i t t e d 
t h e m s e l v e s 
to. For those 
outside the 

Church who have some desire 
to know what Catholics truly 
believe I think it will allay many 
doubts and answer many 
questions. The author’s aim 
was to provide a reference 
work for parents, catechists, 
teachers and staff members in 
Catholic schools. It will be of 
help to many more.

— Father John Conroy msc  has 
spent his priestly life working in the 

parishes of Randwick and Kensington 
NSW, Nightcliff Northern Territory, and 
Hindmarsh and Henly Beach, South 

Australia. He has had a special ministry 
to the aged and infirm.
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‘For with this Church, on account of its more 
powerful leadership, every church, that is,  

the faithful, who are from everywhere,  
must needs agree’

LIST OF POPES OF ROME, 
67- 189 A.D.

UT SINCE it would be very long in such a 
volume as this to count up the successions [i.e., 
series of bishops] in all the churches, we confound 
all those who in any way, whether through self-
pleasing or vainglory, or through blindness and 
evil opinion, gather together otherwise than they 

ought, by pointing out the tradition derived from the Apostles of 
the greatest, most ancient, and universally known Church, founded 
and established by the two most glorious Apostles, Peter and Paul, 
and also the faith declared to men which through the succession 
of bishops comes down to our times. For with this Church, on 
account of its more powerful leadership, every church, that is, the 
faithful, who are from everywhere, must needs agree; since in it 
that tradition which is from the Apostles has always been preserved 
by those who are from everywhere. The blessed Apostles having 
founded and established the Church, entrusted the office of the 
episcopate to Linus. Paul speaks of this Linus in his Epistles to 
Timothy. Anacletus succeeded him, and after Anacletus, in the 
third place from the Apostles, Clement received the episcopate. 
He had seen and conversed with the blessed Apostles, and their 
preaching was still sounding in his ears and their tradition was 
still before his eyes. Nor was he alone in this, for many who had 
been taught by the Apostles yet survived. In the times of Clement, 
a serious dissension having arisen among the brethren in Corinth, 
the Church of Rome sent a suitable letter to the Corinthians, 
reconciling them in peace, renewing their faith, and proclaiming the 
doctrine lately received from the Apostles ... Evaristus succeeded 
Clement, and Alexander, Evaristus. Then Sixtus, the sixth from 
the Apostles, was appointed. After him Telesephorus, who suffered 
martyrdom gloriously, and then Hyginus; after him Pius, and after 
Pius, Anicetus; Soter succeeded Anicetus, and now, in the twelfth 
place from the Apostles, Eleutherius [174-189] holds the office 
of bishop. In the same order and succession the tradition and the 
preaching of the truth which is from the Apostles have continued 
unto us.

— St Irenaeus, bishop of Lyons [130-190 A.D.], Adversus Haereses. He was a disciple of 
St Polycarp, bishop of Smyrna [now Izmir, in Turkey] and St Polycarp was a disciple of 
St John the Evangelist, in Ephesus.
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MEDIA MATTERS
By JaMeS MuRRay

New age 

The only good news to have filtered from Fairfax 
Media is that its former chairman, the redoubtable 
Ron Walker, is said to be planning acquisition 
of The Age, Melbourne and restoration of the 
independent status it enjoyed under the Syme 
family.

Unfortunately the news does not come by way 
of an email memo from Fairfax CEO Greg Hyland 
who, whatever else he does in his brilliant career, 
will be remembered as the millionaire award-
winning journalist whose email memo abut 
sub-editor redundancies was touched with hilarity 
by his PA and the PR Sue Cato.

Despite its straw in the wind status, the Walker 
move does have desirability.  Both The Sydney 
Morning Herald and The Age have suffered a loss 
of prestige since the Fairfax-Syme merger (or take-
over), a loss that has not been in the public interest.

The current Fairfax chairman Roger Corbett 
would be aware of an old proposal from Coles for 
a merger with Woolworths. It went nowhere except 
for the Woolworths archives. Undoubtedly it would 
have transformed retailing but would it have been 
in the public interest?        

Similar questions should have had more 
emphasis during the Fairfax-Syme negotiations. In 
addition The Age, as an independent newspaper, 
would be better placed to go national against 
The Australian which more and more, albeit 
compellingly, has become Rupert’s Own World News 
Digest. 

Nationally and internationally, The Sydney 
Morning Herald is handicapped. Its masthead 
proclaims it to be a local newspaper, The Manchester 
Guardian and The Glasgow Herald long ago 
dispensed with their city designations to increase 
their circulation and clout.

What about The New York Times? Good 
question. Its west-coast edition was never a total 
success because of its east-coast masthead. Had 
it been called Times America it might have fared 
better.  

Budget-Smudget. 

Reform of the Budget process is necessary. 
Opposition leader Tony Abbott struck a blow for 
this by refusing to engage in the ritual, annual 

battle of leaks, damned leaks, rubbery figures and 
lock-ups.  

Yet Abbott did help to enshrine the Budget 
statistic $150, 000 a year as some kind of 
benchmark. Examples of those earning the sum 
were duly front-paged. Missing were first-person 
pieces by hacks detailing how they managed on 
their pittances (plus expenses). As for politicians 
turned hacks, their superannuation subsidising their 
costs (including ghosting?), not a word. 

How to create context for the statistic? There’s 
always C Northcote Parkinson’s Law: ‘Work expands 
to fill the time available for its completion’ and its 
variation: ‘Consumption increases in relation to the 
amount available for spending.’ 

There’s also the Micawber Ruling, named after 
Wilkins Micawber consigned in David Copperfield 
by Charles Dickens to Australia where he became 
a magistrate. Thus Australians can be seen as 
descendants of Micawber. 

Whatever their incomes, they live by the spirit 
of his judgement ‘Annual income twenty pounds, 
annual expenditure nineteen ninety six, result 
happiness. Annual income twenty pounds, annual 
expenditure twenty pounds ought and six, result 
misery.’ 

Wage distinction

Australia prides itself on its egalitarianism, its 
lack of class divisions. Sadly, a two nations structure 
measured in money has evolved instead. Nowhere is 
this more apparent than in the different reportage 
and commentary on wage increases won by trade 
unions and emoluments agreed by boardroom 
consensus.  

Accordingly Ross Gittins of Fairfax Media 
(SMH May 9) gets a distinction for commenting 
on the salary increase of Reserve Bank CEO Glenn 
Stevens. Make that a high distinction. Gittens 
referred to the Mafia and to ‘Our coterie of grossly 
overpaid chief executives and directors… They’re a 
mutual pay-raising society…’

The piece inspired a letter from Reserve Bank 
boarder Roger Corbett (also chairman of Fairfax 
Media) rebutting Gittins on the basis that he got his 
percentage wrong. 

This despite the Stens increase to $1.5 million 
putting him ahead of the international market rate 
for Reserve Bank bosses in real terms.
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Modest proposal: a salary cap for boardroom 
executives while any basic wage increase is in 
dispute.  Surely what is good for the nation’s 
football stars can’t be bad for its business stars?          

Trial and terror

In the best of all possible worlds, Osama Bin 
Laden would not have been mortally wounded but 
would have been captured and brought to trial.  
The assumption of most commentators was that his 
trial would have been in the country of his captors, 
the United States.  

So strong was this assumption that the US was 
castigated for failure to adhere to its principle of 
due process. Suppose, however, the US had handed 
Bin Laden to the Pakistan courts for trial.  What 
would have been the outcome? 

Some might argue that Iraq’s ruler Saddam 
Hussein, captured by US forces, was handed over to 
the Iraqi government, brought to trial, found guilty 
and hanged. Others would suggest that Bin Laden 
was for many the hero-founder of Al Qua’ida. As 
such he could have been brought to trial only at the 
risk of Pakistan’s viability as a nation state.

Amid the fog of conspiracy and speculation, a 
potentially enlightening element is missing: sharia 
law. How would Bin Laden have fared before a 
sharia court as opposed to an American Common 
law court? Could he even have been brought to 
trial under sharia law given his justification of his 
actions by resort to Koranic teaching?   

  The questions are by no means rhetorical. 
Osama Bin Laden will have a successor. If he 
maintains Bin Laden’s global strategy of terror, he 
will have to be dealt with. Proponents of sharia 
law, moderate or otherwise, should clarify how it 
would deal with strategists of terror who include 
the killing of fellow Muslims in their actions.  

Oz republic

The brouhaha over the royal wedding blew 
into life the smouldering fire of Australian 
republicanism.  Arguably one group has a stronger 
interest than any other in maintenance of the 
monarchy: the group summed up in all their tribal 
variety by the word Aborigines.  

Their initial formal link with British colonists 
in 1788 was under the aegis of the Crown. To 
read verbatim copies of the Crown papers under 
which the First Fleet’s Captain Arthur Phillip was 
instructed to deal with the local inhabitants is to 
wonder why the doctrine of terra nullius ever 
obtained its specious validity.

  Greed, chicanery and distance from Crown 
appeal comprise one answer. More benign answers 
do not, however, undercut the facts.  For this 

reason, Aborigines should ensure that the Crown 
deals with outstanding claims and grievances as a 
precondition for their consideration of a republic.         

An intriguing aspect of Australian republicanism 
is the assumption that the Irish are naturally 
republican.  Historically this is a nonsense. All 
Ireland was ruled by a High King, chosen in turn 
from noble families including the O’Connors and 
the O’Loughlins.   

During the Middle Ages Edward Bruce 
emulated his brother Robert Bruce, King of Scots, 
by being crowned King of Ireland. So if you’re 
of Irish descent and called Edward, Eddy, Ed, 
Neddy or Ned it’s more than likely your name 
commemorates Edward Bruce. Yes, this applies 
even to Ned Kelly who, as his writings attest, was 
less a republican than a king in search of a realm.  

Moreover the provenance of republicanism in 
Ireland was Protestant rather than Catholic, hence 
the Orange Lodges to strengthen Protestants in 
their loyalty to the British monarchy (See Such Is 
Life by Tom Collins). 

If nothing else, Queen Elizabeth on her visit 
to Ireland won a haberdashery victory over bomb 
threats. She was ‘wearing of the green’ 

That ghostly sound heard in her presence was 
the stamping of the Irish who served in the British 
armed forces coming to attention. In all theatres of 
war they served the Crown more generously than 
it served them. Partition of their country, and the 
world’s daftest border, was their reward.

Crown Catholic

During the royal marriage brouhaha the terms 
of the Act of Settlement disbarring heirs to the 
British throne if they marry a Catholic were raised. 
Moves to amend or abolish the act were reportedly 
thwarted by some within the Anglican Church. 
They made the point that according to Catholic 
canon law the children of such a marriage would 
be brought up Catholic. And – horror! – a Catholic 
could come to the throne (as if this had not already 
happened during the centuries when British and 
Catholic were synonymous).   

So much for Anglicanism as a broad church. 
The Church of England in Wales and in Ireland has 
been disestablished. Time for its distestablishment 
in England? 

CNN focus

Cable Network News as founded by Ted Turner 
transformed television coverage. Its announcement 
that it will for the first time focus on an issue will 
have a further transforming effect. The issue: slavery 
in the modern world.    

© Austral-Media Pty Ltd 2011.
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MYTH: THE CRUSADES TAUGHT MUSLIMS 
TO HATE AND ATTACK CHRISTIANS

MUSLIMS HAD BEEN attacking Christians for more 
than 450 years before Pope Urban declared the First 

Crusade. They needed no incentive to continue doing so. 
But there is a more complicated answer here, as well. 

Up until quite recently, Muslims remembered the 
crusades as an instance in which they had beaten back 
a puny western Christian attack. An illuminating vignette 
is found in one of Lawrence of Arabia’s letters, describing 
a confrontation during post — World War I negotiations 
between the Frenchman Stéphen Pichon and Faisal 
al-Hashemi (later Faisal I of Iraq). Pichon presented 
a case for French interest in Syria going back to the 
crusades, which Faisal dismissed with a cutting remark: 
“But, pardon me, which of us won the crusades?”

This was generally representative of the Muslim attitude 
toward the crusades before about World War I — that is, 
when Muslims bothered to remember them at all, which 
was not often. Most of the Arabic-language historical 
writing on the crusades before the mid-nineteenth 
century was produced by Arab Christians, not Muslims, 
and most of that was positive. There was no Arabic word 
for “crusades” until that period, either, and even then the 
coiners of the term were, again, Arab Christians. It had not 
seemed important to Muslims to distinguish the crusades 
from other conflicts between Christianity and Islam.

Nor had there been an immediate reaction to the 
crusades among Muslims. As Carole Hillenbrand has 
noted, “The Muslim response to the coming of the 
Crusades was initially one of apathy, compromise and 
preoccupation with internal problems.” By the 1130s, a 
Muslim counter-crusade did begin, under the leadership 
of the ferocious Zengi of Mosul. But it had taken some 
decades for the Muslim world to become concerned about 
Jerusalem, which is usually held in higher esteem by 
Muslims when it is not held by them than when it is. Action 
against the crusaders was often subsequently pursued 
as a means of uniting the Muslim world behind various 
aspiring conquerors, until 1291, when the Christians were 
expelled from the Syrian mainland. And – surprisingly 
to Westerners – it was not Saladin who was revered by 
Muslims as the great anti-Christian leader. That place of 
honor usually went to the more bloodthirsty, and more 
successful, Zengi and Baibars, or to the more public-
spirited Nur al-Din.

The first Muslim crusade history did not appear until 
1899. By that time, the Muslim world was rediscovering 

the crusades — but it was rediscovering them with a twist 
learned from Westerners. In the modern period, there were 
two main European schools of thought about the crusades. 
One school, epitomized by people like Voltaire, Gibbon, 
and Sir Walter Scott, and in the twentieth century Sir 
Steven Runciman, saw the crusaders as crude, greedy, 
aggressive barbarians who attacked civilized, peace-loving 
Muslims to improve their own lot. The other school, more 
romantic and epitomized by lesser-known figures such 
as the French writer Joseph-François Michaud, saw the 
crusades as a glorious episode in a long-standing struggle 
in which Christian chivalry had driven back Muslim hordes. 
In addition, Western imperialists began to view the 
crusaders as predecessors, adapting their activities in a 
secularized way that the original crusaders would not have 
recognized or found very congenial.

At the same time, nationalism began to take root in 
the Muslim world. Arab nationalists borrowed the idea of 
a long-standing European campaign against them from 
the former European school of thought — missing the fact 
that this was a serious mischaracterization of the crusades 
— and using this distorted understanding as a way to 
generate support for their own agendas. This remained the 
case until the mid-twentieth century, when, in Riley-Smith’s 
words, “a renewed and militant Pan-Islamism” applied the 
more narrow goals of the Arab nationalists to a worldwide 
revival of what was then called Islamic fundamentalism 
and is now sometimes referred to, a bit clumsily, as 
jihadism. This led rather seamlessly to the rise of Osama 
bin Laden and al-Qaeda, offering a view of the crusades 
so bizarre as to allow bin Laden to consider all Jews to 
be crusaders and the crusades to be a permanent and 
continuous feature of the West’s response to Islam.

Bin Laden’s conception of history is a feverish 
fantasy. He is no more accurate in his view about the 
crusades than he is about the supposed perfect Islamic 
unity which he thinks Islam enjoyed before the baleful 
influence of Christianity intruded. But the irony is that he, 
and those millions of Muslims who accept his message, 
received that message originally from their perceived 
enemies: the West.

So it was not the crusades that taught Islam to attack 
and hate Christians. Far from it. Those activities had 
preceded the crusades by a very long time, and stretch 
back to the inception of Islam. Rather, it was the West 
which taught Islam to hate the crusades. The irony is rich.

— Paul Crawford is Assistant Professor in the Department of History and Political Science at the California University of Pennsylvania. Excerpted from 
“Four Myths about the Crusades.” The Intercollegiate Review (Spring 2011). Copyright © 2011 Intercollegiate Studies Institute, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

setting the RecoRd stRaight
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Post-Modernism: its baneful effects on everything from bridge building to teaching theology

OUT WITH OLD, IN WITH THE NEW    
By Edmond O’Donovan

T IS with some interest I 
view each year the Reader’s 
Digest list of “Most Trusted 
Professions.” The 2010 list is 
understandably topped by 
emergency services workers 
and medical professionals. At 

the bottom of the list are Car Salesmen 
and Telemarketers. Sex Workers rate 
better than Politicians, which makes 
no sense to me. I hardly think there 
could be a parent alive who would be 
pleased if their child gave up elected 
office to become a sex worker. A rather 
odd array of other professions are rated 
including Baristas, who rate better 
than Religious Leaders, and Tow-Truck 
Drivers, who rate better than Journalists. 

Curious though these results may 
be, they are not why I am interested 
in the list. Each year I search through 
to find how my profession (Engineer) 
rates and each year I find the same. 
Not only do we not rate well, we don’t 
even rate badly: in fact we don’t rate 
at all! For the entire time the list has 
been compiled, “Engineer” has never 
registered. I wonder why this is the case 
and I can find no good answer. Surely 
the profession responsible for building 
roads, power stations, electricity 
networks, sewers etc that make modern 
cities possible, and manufacturing a 
stupendous array of goods to make life 
more comfortable, would rate at least a 
mention. Perhaps we do our job so well 
and unobtrusively that we are taken for 
granted, much like air. Everyone knows 
air is vital for life but if asked what they 
regarded as life’s most important things, 
no-one would mention air.

I write these thoughts at the 
beginning stage of the worst flooding 
in Brisbane for more than 100 years. 
As a result of loss of life and property 
from the recent rains, for the first 
time in decades I hear Mother Nature 
referred to as remorseless, destructive 
and merciless. This is quite a change 

from the modern thinking that believes 
that Mother Nature is benign and 
friendly, unless of course we upset her 
by farming, or building, or modifying 
the landscape in any way. This idea 
that nature is your friend rather than 
your foe, who will happily kill you for 
no reason at all, has only come about 
recently. The main reason nature has 
recently become regarded as benign, 
is that engineers have made significant 
advances in taming her whims. Drought, 

disease, flood and famine were rightly 
feared by all civilizations until very 
recent times. 

No single advancement has made 
more of an impact on these curses 
than permanent water supply made 
possible by dams. Here in Brisbane at 
this time we should be acutely aware 
of this. Without fuss and with the 
general public being totally unaware, 
the mighty Wivenhoe Dam has saved 
the city from three flooding events in 
recent months. It will not save the 
city from flooding this time, but it 
has provided vital time for evacuation 
of homes and businesses in low-lying 
areas. This comes after the same dam 
saved the city’s bacon during the 
recent drought. Without Wivenhoe, 
Brisbane would certainly have run out 
of water in 2004, three and a half years 
before the drought broke. In spite of 
this, Wivenhoe would rarely cross the 
consciousness of most of the city’s 
inhabitants. 

A Post-Modernist solution

At this point, and in the light of Post-
Modernist advances in matters that 
affect, among other important matters, 
school curricula, may I put myself in the 
place of some ‘enlightened’ engineer 
sure enough of himself to embark on 
this path, and speculate on the logical 
consequences for the rest of us. He could 
well argue along the following lines:

‘I guess that like the mighty dam, 
we engineers are destined to be 
honoured by indifference. The unsung 
heroes of the modern world. While I 
can accept this neglect from society in 
general, I think it is not unreasonable 
to expect more from our legislators. 
After all, the most the general public 
can do is acknowledge us in the 
Reader’s Digest Survey. Law makers 
can do much more. 

‘Unbeknown to the masses, there are 
incredibly restrictive laws that impose 

post modeRnism

Politics and 
Religion

SINCE THE 1980s … there has 
been growing disenchantment 

among committed Christians on the 
Left and Right, who question whether 
Christianity is compatible with an 
America that pursues such policies 
as intervention abroad (says the Left) 
or legalized abortion (says the Right). 
The liberal Methodist theologians 
Stanley Hauerwas and William 
Willimon, even argued in 1989 that 
churches should see themselves 
as ‘colonies in the midst of an alien 
culture.’

That disenchantment has been 
fuelled by the rising strength of those 
who question the place of any civil 
religion in America. It can be seen in 
the criticism, of President George W. 
Bush’s post-9/11 ‘God talk’ - which is 
perfectly in conformity with American 
tradition, says McClay  … Yes, 
McClay concludes, there’s always a 
danger of too close an identification 
between the religious and the 
political, but a greater danger today is 
that committed Christians will choose 
to confine their faith to their churches 
and cease to consider themselves 
‘loyal and obedient American 
citizens.’

- Review of ‘The Soul of a Nation,’ by 
Wilfrid M. McClay, in The Public Interest, 

Spring 2004
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great burdens on engineers and make 
life difficult and fraught with worry and 
risk. In recognition of our contribution 
to society it would be a nice gesture 
if the parliament could repeal some of 
these archaic laws. 

‘I am not referring to the laws that 
regulate the profession itself. These 
are no more arduous than for other 
professions. I am certainly not referring 
to the quasi laws that exist in design 
codes and the like, which in fact make 
life easier than would otherwise be the 
case. The laws to which I refer are those 
restrictions like Boyle’s Law and Ohm’s 
Law! It is unrealistic to think we can 
get rid of all of them in one go so let us 
start by focusing on that most sinister of 
all, Newton’s Law (or Laws.) 

‘Not content with a single Law, 
Newton made up several. While good 
at law making, he was not inspired 
with creativity as far as names were 
concerned. Hence we are left with 
names like Newton’s First Law, 
Newton’s Second Law, and, to show 
true originality, Newton’s Third Law! 
These three laws dictate how things 
move and explain why planes fly and, 
perhaps more importantly, why bridges 
stay still. If an engineer violates these 
laws, planes tend to stay still and 
bridges move. Neither of which is 
going to get us high on the Reader’s 
Digest list.

‘Not content with setting traps for 
bridge and plane designers, Newton 
then went on to impose restrictions on 
how the planets move and to explain 
why things fall down. At least by this 
time he decided on a different style of 
name. Newton’s Law of Gravity. Not 

a great name but at least better than 
Newton’s Fourth Law!

‘Who was this person who imposed 
all these restrictions on us more than 
300 years ago, and why are we still 
kow-towing to him? It turns out he was 
a humourless academic and, worst of 
all, a devout Christian. 

‘Isn’t it about time that we of the 
post-Modernist generation freed 
ourselves from the baggage of 
superstition? Isn’t it about time we got 
a bit more up-to-date and relevant? 
Isn’t it time we threw off the shackles 
imposed on us by a medieval has-been 
who was restricted by all sorts of hang 
ups, including seriously outdated 
notions of things like God? 

‘Until recently the means did not 
exist to repeal Newton’s Laws but Post-
Modernism has given us the chance. 
Post-Modernism and its clever disciples 
have completely debunked the idea that 
Natural Law exists and should form the 
basis of Civil Law. It has also “proven” 
to its own satisfaction that truth is 
simply a psycho-social construct. Best of 
all it has convinced the world that there 
are no absolute truths (except perhaps 
that one?) Certainly no absolute truths 
like the ones Mr Newton defined.

‘Using these remarkable Post-
Modernist tools, we are now in a 
position to completely overturn 
Newton and his ilk. The necessary 
ground work to achieve this aim has 
already started where it must, with 
education. The proposed National 
Curriculum has removed any 
requirement for teaching anything 
about Newton. With an emphasis 
on relevance, the curriculum 

“sensibly” replaces any mention of 
this reactionary Churchman with a 
compulsory requirement to teach about 
Charles Darwin. As a modern scientist 
and devout atheist, Darwin was most 
considerate to engineers and imposed 
absolutely no restrictions on the 
profession. No bridge ever fell down 
for violating Darwin’s Law!  

‘With the education system moving 
in a direction that will ensure popular 
support and the Greens holding 
the balance of power and strongly 
influencing Government policy, now is 
the time to introduce legislation that 
will overturn these outdated laws that 
impose pointless restrictions on all 
“right thinking” people. 

‘Think of the international respect 
Australia will be given as leaders in 
this new and important venture, of 
ridding ourselves of this old fashioned 
nonsense. If you want to show your 
appreciation for what engineers have 
contributed to society, forget about 
mentioning them in next year’s Reader’s 
Digest Survey, write to your local 
member and get a campaign going to 
repeal Newton’s Laws.’

Having given my Green, Post-
Modernist colleague a chance to 
propose his plan, may I add my own 
caveat for anyone foolish enough 
to follow his advice: be prepared 
to bear the inevitable catastrophic 
consequences.

Edmond O’Donovan is a mechanical engineer 
who provides consulting services to the mining 
industry. He has a keen interest in Education and 
is a Trustee of Campion College, Australia’s only 
Liberal Arts College. He lives in Brisbane with his 
wife and the three younger of his six children.
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cathoLic histoRy

Light on an enigmatic exile

PILGRIM FATHER 
Reviewed by ian Macdonald.

N a time of biographies 
based on celebrity, or 
reflective celebrity (that 
odd television product), 
Brenda Niall has chosen 
to  wr i te  o f  Wi l l i am 
Hackett SJ who passed 

among the famous and infamous of 
his day, yet for all his talent to amuse, 
influence and inspire reverence was 
quickly consigned to oblivion. 

As her subtitle states. Hackett’s life 
was spent in Ireland and in Australia. By 
a double stroke of the luck of the Irish in 
both countries, the times were troubled.

Born into a relatively prosperous, 
Catholic Norman-Irish family, educated 
by the Jesuits, Hackett came to 
adulthood and his priesthood in an 
Ireland riven three ways by the Home 
Rule question, the Great War of 1914-18 
and the Easter Rising of 1916. 

Hackett was no bystander. He 
befriended such as Michael Collins, 
Eammon deValera and Erskine Childers 
and moved with surprising freedom 
throughout Ireland after the rising and 
during the civil war between those 

who accepted the 1922 partition treaty, 
negotiated by Collins and the ‘Free 
Staters’ led by de Valera, who opposed it.

Undoubtedly the most extraordinary 
of these friendships was with the Anglo-
Irishman Erskine Childers. In her title, 
Brenda Niall pays a graceful tribute to the 
Childers novel, The Riddle of the Sands, 
rightly defining it as the ‘forerunner of 
the classic adventure stories of John 
Buchan and of the spy and counter-spy 
formula of John LeCarre’. 

Nothing in fiction could surpass 
Childers’ end. Arraigned before a secret 
military court amid rumours that he 
was an English spy, he was in quick 
order brought before a firing squad 
and advised the riflemen to move in a 
little closer to make things easier for 
themselves. Meticulously, Brenda Niall 
records that the clergyman provided 
was from the Church of Ireland not the 
Catholic priest Childers had requested. 

 She also records that Childers was 
allowed to see his 17-year-old son, also 
called Erskine. He got him to promise 
that he would never mention his death 
or its circumstances in public – a promise 
he kept up to and including his election 
as President of Ireland. 

Brenda Niall calls Childers’ death 
‘judicial murder’, contexting her 
judgment by stating that de Valera 
condemned the process. She makes 
adroit use of a trove of Hackett’s 
personal papers kept in the Xavier 
College Archive, Melbourne. She 
quotes verbatim a letter written by 
Hackett to Erskine Childers’ widow, 
Mollie. 

‘... I think Erskine the greatest man I 
have met – except the chief [de Valera]. 

‘I want you to feel that I enter fully 
into your unnamable loss. I look upon 
yesterday’s work as the worst in Ireland 
in my lifetime. I pray there will be no 
revenge.

‘You know you can count on my 
prayers & uttermost sympathy.

‘Your broken & crushed yet unbeaten 
& unshaken. 

‘WP Hackett SJ.’
By then Hackett was settled in 

Australia, combining teaching with 
winning friends and influencing people. 
And what a group of people. He 
combined bushwalking with showing the 
Governor of Victoria, Lord Somers, how 
to boil the billy during ‘chop picnics’. 
Impishly, he added that he must be the 
only priest to have taken part in these 
activities with a Grand Master of the 
Lodge. 

No billy-boiling with Archbishop 
Daniel Mannix, whose witty confidant 
he became while also ministering to 
the inmates of Pentridge Gaol and 
establishing the Catholic Central Libary, 
a powerhouse of Catholic studies. 
He was on friendly terms with BA 
Santamaria, Arthur Calwell and Robert 
Menzies. 

The Riddle of Father Hackett: A Life in Ireland 
and Australia By Brenda Niall National Library 

of Australia. rrp $39.95

Peter and Paul at Rome

ALSO, a certain ecclesiastical writer, Caius by name, 
who lived about the time of Zephyrinus, Bishop of Rome 

(198-217 A.D.) disputing with Proclus, the leader of the 
Cataphrygians, gave the following statement concerning the 
places where the earthly tabernacles of the above mentioned 
Apostles were laid:  ‘And I can show you the tombs of the 
Apostles; for if you will go to the Vatican [St Peter Ed.] or to  
the Via Ostia [St Paul, Ed.] you will find the tombs of those 
who laid the foundations of the Church, and also suffered 
martyrdom.’ 

  – Eusebius of Casarea [265-339 A.D.]   
Hist. Eccles. ii 25. 
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Brenda Niall goes into some detail 
about the meeting Menzies had during 
World War II with Hackett’s other 
friend, de Valera, by then neutral 
Ireland’s Prime Minister. She goes with 
the received wisdom that Menzies acted 
against the wishes of Winston Churchill. 

Among the topics discussed during 
the Menzies-de Valera meeting, she 
instances the supply of planes, but goes 
on to suggest that nothing came of the 
meeting. Contestable. Later in World 
War II, there is a record of Republic of 
Ireland air force pilots flying British-
supplied Hurricanes. (See Sean 
Treacey’s memoir: The Smell of Broken 
Glass). 

Brenda Niall’s work is a diamond, a 
hollow diamond. At its core is a mystery 
which she is too honest an historian to 
deny: why was William Hackett SJ so 
abruply sent to Australia? 

Mysteries beget second guesses. It 
may be that Hackett’s superiors exiled 
him because they feared his life was in 
danger. Too much? No wars engender so 
much cruelty and duplicity as civil wars 
and their aftermath.

Worth remembering that a Dublin 
Jesuit, Francis Shaw, wrote an article 
suggesting that only one of those who 
signed the Easter 1916 declaration of 
independence had a connection with 
Sinn Fein, and that was a severed one. 
The article was considered so dangerous 
it was not published until 1972, after 
Shaw’s death from natural causes (See 
January-February 1999 issue of Annals). 

Attempting to sum up her subject, 
Brenda Niall suggests he was a 
combination of the Elizabethan 
martyr Edmund Campion and the PG 
Wodehouse character Uncle Fred. 
She goes further by quoting from F 
Scott Fitzgerald on Jay Gatsby: ‘an 
extraordinary gift for hope, a romantic 
readiness which I have never found in 
any other person and which it is not 
likely I shall ever find again’. 

Fair enough. This reviewer thought 
of another author and character, 
Baroness Orczy and the Scarlet 
Pimpernel. But not ‘the damned elusive 
Pimpernel’: rather the blessed elusive 
pimpernel: one of those quietly heroic 
religious – and they are not few – who 
pass among us upliftingly before going 
to their reward.

ian Macdonald the pen-name of a prominent Sydney 
journalist and author.

For 121 years Annals has been throwing light on age-old 
questions. Some of the questions have changed but 
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moviesGet Low

Felix Bush is a recluse living in 
shack remote from a small town where 
he is the target of heinous rumour. He 
interrupts this by driving his mule and 
buggy amid the 1920s automobiles of 
the town to organise his own funeral. 
The local undertaker Frank Quinn and 
his assistant Buddy Robinson duly 
oblige while the widow Maddie Darrow 
looks on.

To support his storyline writer/
director Aaron Schneider has 
assembled a tremendous cast. As Quinn, 
Bill Murray is as nimble as the silver 
whisky flask from which he imbibes, 
Lucas Black as Buddy allies salesman’s 
zeal to naivete. As Maddie, Sissy Spacek 
displays endearing charm. 

But they and the rest of the cast 
are there to set off Robert Duvall’s 
great performance as Bush. His final 
confessional speech to the townsfolk at 
his funeral is Lear-like in its rambling 
intensity and reveals a crime beyond 
rumour  

Aaron Schneider would have done 
well to have cut a final scene which 
comes not from any book of the Bible 
but from the well-thumbed Hollywood 
Book of Schmaltz. 

MHHHSFFV

Here I Am

Karen leaves jail determined to 
change the lifestyle that put her there. 
On this simple premise director Beck 
Cole weaves an exacting story of 
reconciliation, shot in and around Port 
Adelaide by cinematographer Warwick 
(Samson and Delilah) Thornton. 

As Karen, Shai Pitman gives 
a performance that shades from 
waywardness to determination, from 
recalcitrance to reform in Temple 
House, where estranged women like 
her circle and jostle before finding their 
way home. 

Marcia Langton as Karen’s mother, 
and guardian of her daughter, gives 
a performance of such redoubtable 
authority that the temptation is to think 
that her professorship has been merely 
a rehearsal for a career in acting.  

MHHHNFFV

Mad Bastards

Director Brendan Fletcher and his 
co-writers Dean Daley-Jones, Greg Tait 

and John Watson go for a slice of life 
as hot and gritty as campfire damper. 
Daley-Jones and Tait also co-star as TJ, 
a hard nut, and Tex Wilcox, a harder 
nut and the local cop (Giving new 
meaning to Method acting, Tait is a 
policeman). 

The variety of contributions may be 
why the movie is strong in its individual 
episodes and weak in its story line. 
This has TJ returning from Perth to the 
Kimberley hoping to be re-united with 
his estranged son Bullet (Lucas Yeeda) 
and his wife Nella (Ngaire Pigram). 

Stronger than the storyline is the 
buoyant soundtrack by the Pigram 
Brothers, Alan and Stephen, and the 
cinematography of Allan Collins.

The title is ironic as used by 
Aborigines about themselves in the 

way Greek and Italian Australians use 
Wog Bastards and Anglo-Australians use 
Pommy Bastards. Whether it will draw 
audiences here, or more particularly 
overseas, is another matter. In any case 
Mad Bastards us likely to join other 
outback, cult movies such as Wake in 
Fright and Last of the Knucklemen. 

MA15+HHHNFFV

Snowtown

Director Justin Kurzel with co-writer 
Shaun Grant has delved into Australia’s 
most gruesome case of concerted serial 
killings. The location was the northern 
suburbs of Adelaide and director of 
photography Adam Arkapaw creates a 
broody quasi-documentary ambience, 
so repulsive that local town people 
objected to the making of the movie.   
The objection is understandable. 
The movie tends to make Snowtown 
NoGotown    

Despite its rating this not just 
another horror movie which teenagers 
can laugh off while scoffing popcorn.  
In its moral detachment it is akin to the 
reality that inspired it. 

Daniel Henshall as lead murderer 
John Bunting gives a performance of 
capstone authority. He holds together 
the rest of the largely amateur cast 
including Lucas Pittaway as his 
enforced teenage accomplice Jamie 
Vasslakis and Louise Harris as his 
bewildered mother, Elizabeth.

Kurzel and Grant worked from 
Andrew McGarry’s The Snowtown 
Murders and Debi Marshall’s Killing 
for Pleasure. Such newspaper headline 
books have long inspired movie 
storylines.  

The challenge is to transmute the 
headlines so that a catharsis ensues. 
Failure to achieve this is signalled by 
the use of end notes to wrap events up, 
a mark of documentary, not drama.  

William Shakespeare’s Titus 
Andronicus is accounted one of the 
most blood-boltered of the Elizabethan 
age. It includes eye-gouging, hand 
chopping, the murder of two sons and 
the serving of their baked heads to their 
father. 

But Titus Andronicus has a moral 
core, and consequently a catharsis.  
Snowtown, although technically 
proficient, does not.  

MA15+HHNFFV

By James Murray

‘Around the 
Boree Log’

Now available on 2 CDs

Only $10 (includes postage and GST)

IDEAL FOR the sight-impaired 
and all who enjoy listening to 

the wonderful poems of Msgr. 
Hartigan [John O’Brien] recited 
by Father John O’Neill. Annals 
recommends this beautiful set of 
two CDs. A joy to listen to.

Address your order to: [1] 
Father John O’Neill, Catholic 
Presbytery, 17 Cameron Street, 
Doonside, NSW 2767, phone 
02-9622-3426. Or [2] Annals 
Office [see our address and 
phone, email, fax etc on the 
inside front cover of this issue].
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Cane Toads:  
The Conquest 3D

From a starter population of 120 in 
the 1930s, cane toads now number an 
estimated 1.5 billion. From Townsville 
they have proliferated across the 
Top End of Australia and threaten 
Darwin’s humans and wildlife including 
crocodiles, a boon only to the front 
pages of the irrepressible Northern 
Territory News. 

How long before they head south 
for Lake Burley Griffin and the green 
hillock that is the national parliament, 
Canberra? The question is both funny 
and fearsome; it relates to a perennial 
problem: science getting things wrong.

The toads, introduced to control 
the grayback cane beetle, preferred the 
wide, open spaces. The introduction 
of rabbits made for a similar problem. 
Some advocate similar solutions: 
eat them, make hats from them and 
formulate the toad equivalent of 
myxomatosis. Others see both toad and 
rabbit as pets: Bre’r Rabbit and Toad of 
Toad Hall.

Mark Lewis wrote, directed and 
produced the original Cane Toads: 
An Unnatural History in 1988. His 
3D version retains the ironic tone of 
interviews and re-enactments of toad 
episodes. 

This works against the force of the 
documentary. Ex-US vice-president 
Al Gore, devoid of humour, was more 
effective in propagating his views on 
global warming. There again the Mark 
Lewis attitude to toads is that of the 
owner of a flea-circus; his performers 
are not exactly loveable but they’re his 
and he would rather have them bred 
than dead.  

PGHHHHSFFV

Little White Lies

Every year a group of friends take 
a holiday from Paris at the beachside 
home of Max. Their holiday is put 
at risk when kingpin friend Ludo is 
injured in a road accident. Stay or 
go? He is in intensive care. Visits are 
limited. They decide to go. But he 
remains a catalyst during the holiday 
when they eat, drink and try to be 
merry.

Writer/director Guillaume Canet has 
chosen a marvellous ensemble cast to 
play the friends. Max is Francois Cluzet 

(who resembled the long-lost French 
brother of Dustin Hoffman), Ludo is 
Jean Dujardin (who looks like the late 
pugilist Marcel Cerdan).

Marion Cotillard, a one and only, 
plays Marie, an anthropologist, who is 
a more beguiling free spirit than any of 
the savages she studies.   

What disappoints is the sense that 
Canet may have spent too long in 
the Cinematheque Nationale viewing 
American and British television and 
movies. There are hints of Thirty 
Something, Friends, The Big Chill and 
Four Weddings and a Funeral. Sometimes 
you could swear that the script had 
been written by David Williamson and 
translated.   

Apropos funeral. Canet ends with 
Ludo’s. There’s a priest in attendance. 
But Canet concentrates on the eulogies 
of the friends, self-exculpating because 
they blub during them. Facile. How 
much more effective the ending 
would have been had a more loyal 
group of Ludo’s friends taken over the 
funeral and enabled the priest to say a 
requiem mass. 

TBAHHHNFFV

Hoodwinked Too!  
Hood Vs Evil 3D

Hayden Panettiere, Glenn Close 
and Bill Hader who voice the folklore 
characters Red Riding Hood and 
Hansel and Gretel do what they can to 
save this cartoon. Unfortunately they 
are overwhelmed by mishmash editing 
and cynicism. Cynicism? How else 

describe a cartoon that makes Hansel 
and Gretel the villains? Mike Disa 
directs. He should be on hand to direct 
cinemagoers to the exits. 

GHSFFV 

Fast and Furious Five 

Here we go again: Dominic Toretto 
(Vin Diesel) and Brian O’Conner (Paul 
Walker) in the fifth of their high-octane 
thrillers where the stars are vehicles and 
the humans are supporting players.

Smash-bang stuff. But director Justin 
Lin and writer Chris Morgan contrive 
a difference. Although the vehicles 
keep crashing into the plotline they 
do not break its tension. The plotline? 
Essentially Robin Hood and his Muscle 
Men; Dom sets out to rob the local drug 
baron of his ill-gotten gains stashed in a 
seemingly impregnable vault. 

Alongside known faces from the 
Fast and Furious repertory company, 
Dwayne Johnson is cast as America’s 
ace criminal hunter and once again 
shows that he can combine muscularity 
with hilarity.   

From the opening sequence to the 
final heist (with a twist) the thriller 
retains high- rev excitement enhanced 
by its location Rio and its landmark 
statue of Our Lord who gave us the 
prototypical Good Thief. 

So what do Diesel and Walker do for 
Fast and Furious Six? Well, there’s always 
the heist of a federal budget surplus 
(assembled in cash at the Sydney Opera 
House) and a chase around Australia 
along the historic circuit marked by 
‘Gelignite Jack’ Murray (no relation). 
Twist: the surplus did not exist and the 
cash comprised forged banknotes, part 
of a re-election campaign by Spin Inc. 

MHHHNFFV

Arthur

Comedian Russell Brand has created 
an obnoxious, druggie persona; he is 
celebrated for being infamous so it’s 
a challenge for him to come on as an 
amiable drunk in the style of ‘Cuddly’ 
Dudley Moore in the original comedy 
about the heir to a multi-million dollar 
fortune who gives it all up for love. 

Brand fails, and fails laughlessly, 
because he makes no attempt to adapt 
his persona to the role. Helen Mirren 
as Nanny Hobson (who replaces Butler 
Hobson, played by John Gielgud) 
is more effective not least because a 

Official 
Classifications key

G: for general exhibit ion; 
P G : p a r e n t a l  g u i d a n c e 
r e c o m m e n d e d  f o r 
persons under 15 years ; 
M 15+: recommended for 
mature audiences 15 years and 
over; MA 15+: restrictions apply 
to persons under the age of 15; 
R 18+: Restricted to adults,  
18 years and over.

Annals supplementary 
advice

SFFV: Suitable For Family Viewing; 
NFFV: Not For Family Viewing.
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nanny figure has more originality than 
a Butler smacking of PG Wodehouse’s 
immortal Jeeves. 

Like Gielgud, Mirren has been a 
member of the Royal Shakespeare 
Company; like him she ingeniously 
makes her disdain for what she has to do 
and say part of her character. All in all, a 
comedy that director Jason Winer should 
have left on the re-drawing board.   

PGHHNFFV

Pirates of the Caribbean:  
On Stranger Tides

Or yo-ho-ho and popcorn plunder. 
Poducer Jerry Bruckheimer tows director 
Rob Marshall on the good ship Disney. 
Aboard are the old rivals Captain Jack 
Sparrow (Johnny Depp) and Captain 
Hector Barbossa (Geoffrey Rush).

Joining them in buckling swashes 
are Blackbeard (Ian McShane), his 
daughter Angelica (Penelope Cruz) and 
Sparrow’s father (Keith Richards).

Add old mate Joshamee Gibbs 
(Kevin R McNally), and there’s still 
room in the jolly-boat for missionary 
Philip Swift (Sam Clafin) and Syrena 
(Astrid-Berges-Frisbey), one of a school 
of beguilingly predatory mermaids. 

Great acting? More pretending as in 
a school playground.

The plot involves the search for the 
Fountain of Eternal Youth. Writers Ted 
Elliott, Terry Rossio, Stuart Beattie and 
Jay Wolpert do not always avoid the 
Eternal Cliché. 

An uncredited ghost haunts the 
movie: the ghost of Robert Louis 
Stevenson who invented the piratical 
genre with Treasure Island. What about 
a posthumous Oscar for RLS? John 
Cairney, the Scots actor who has played 
him and is the greatest authority on his 
works would be available to receive it.  

MHHHSFFV

Source Code

On a double-deck train speeding 
towards the glittering towers of Chicago 
Afghanistan veteran Captain Colter 
Stevens (Jake Gyllenhaal) wakes from 
troubled sleep. Opposite him sits 
Christina (Michelle Monaghan) who 
appears to know him better than he 
knows her.

So far, so indecipherable. As 
director Duncan Jones and writer 
Ben Ripley add clues, visual and 
verbal, the indecipherable becomes 

a Hitchcockian exercise in engaging 
bafflement. Stevens experiences 
flashbacks to imprisonment in a black 
metal capsule, his only communication 
through a television monitor being with 
fellow soldier Captain Goodwin (Vera 
Farmiga). He also experiences memories 
which initially seem random but are a 
mosaic of frightening truth.

 Gyllenhaal and Monaghan play 
to each other’s strengths, his stalwart 
anxiety, hers amused concern. Less is 
more in movies as in architecture. So 
enthrallingly sympathetic is Farmiga 
that she makes the lurking psychiatrist 
character of Rutledge (Geoffrey Wright) 
superfluous even if he is cast as a 
surrogate for Hitchcock who is given an 
early tribute take as himself.

To say more would be to spoil 
the denouement. Think computerised 
metempsychosis aka transmigration of 
souls. 

MHHHNFFV

Paul

Is the second cousin at least 10 
sci-five movies removed from Steven 
Spielberg’s marooned-alien classic ET. 
Paul has escaped from a US government 
facility where he appears to have 
learned to smoke, cuss and drink. He is 
befriended by two UFO nerds who as 
played by Simon Pegg and Nick Frost 
are themselves slightly alien in the 
wide-open deserts of truck-stop USA.   

The comedy does have its spasms of 
hilarity. These tend to be obliterated by 
the dialogue which suggests computer 
software able to insert basic Anglo-
Saxonisms when the movie needs 
dumbing down.

MA15+HHNFFV

Water for Elephants

The Brindisi Brothers Circus train 
travels between Depression and 
Prohibition America packed with 
humans who are wilder than its caged 
animals. All revolve on the triangle 
created by Jacob, a failed veterinary 
student, Marlena, the star performer 
married to the circus owner and 
ringmaster, August. 

As Marlena, Reese Witherspoon 
retains her blonde-chick fluffiness 
but it is tipped with steel. Robert 
(Twilight) Pattison’s Jacob is a 
touch too hangdog for a circus hero.  
Christopher Waltz dominates as 
August coming on with the ambivalent 
authority of an actor in rehearsal for a 
remake of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde. 

None quite matches the talent of 
Rosie, an elephant bought by August 
to restore the fortunes of the circus. 
Rosie is no computer generated image. 
She is the real thing, a 60 year-old 
circus veteran. Intelligent? She goes 
through her repertoire of tricks only 
when spoken to in the language of 
heroes: Polish.      

Director Francis Lawrence and 
scriptwriter Richard LaGravenese 
work from Sara Gruen’s best-seller of 
the same title. Another influence may 
be at work: The Saturday Evening Post 
(1728-1969). Its optimistic view of the 
world in fact and fiction influenced 
generations of Americans. Its influence 
can also be seen in other epic movies 
such as Sea Biscuit, My Dog Skip and 
The Notebook. 

MHHHHSFFV

No Possibility of Doubt

THERE is a reverence not merely for beautiful altars and shrines but for 
the creeds which have inspired the creation of these objects and for the 

practices which employ them. Material elements are an appeal, but they are 
to Byron a means; they are what helps the religion work. And the fact that it 
works is, of course, the whole point. Altars, shrines, and transubstantiation 
may be “elegant”; but, more importantly, they give us “something sensible to 
grasp at” in real life, and they leave us with “no possibility of doubt.” Guiccioli 
confirms that, because Byron was never swayed merely by his imagination and 
could not help exercising his reason, it was not “the poetry” or the “pomps and 
gorgeous ceremonies” of Catholicism that appealed to him, but, rather, the 
religion’s genuine effectiveness.   

- Excerpted from ‘Byron, Catholicism and Don Juan XVII,’  by David E. Goldweber,   
Renascence, Spring 1997. 
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Book Review

Catholic Christianity’s presence in Iraq spans almost 2,000 years

NO PITY FOR THE CHRISTIANS IN IRAQ 
By Paul Stenhouse, PhD

H E WA R in  I r aq 
continues to occupy 
the forefront of our 
daily news. Concern 
at the harassment, 
displacement, torture 
a n d  m u r d e r  o f 

Christians and other minorities seems 
to have reached exhaustion point.

Despite daily if not hourly reports 
focusing on the current political and 
military situation in the country, 
there is — not surprisingly, granted 
media bias and public apathy — little 
information about the background to 
the present-day conflict. 

There is even less understanding 
of its long-term consequences on the 
ancient, pre-Islamic, Christian culture 
and Christian inhabitants of the region.

Experience should have taught 
us that Catholic history is liable to 
distortion by secular historians. Edward 
Gibbon blamed Christianity for the fall 
of the Roman Empire; Reformation, 
Renaissance and Enlightenment 
historians denigrated the so-called Dark 
and Middle Ages as a time of ignorance 
and superstition, despite efforts by 
scholars like S.R. Maitland1 who as long 
ago as the late 19th century proved 
beyond doubt that the “Dark” Ages 
were not so very dark, and our own 
times not so full of light, as interested 
parties would have us believe.

It is important for Christians to have 
a correct understanding of history 
not only to understand their faith but 
also to combat their enemies.2 Most 
non-Iraqis continue to be unaware that 
the population of Iraq once included a 
sizeable Christian minority whose very 
existence in their ancient homeland 
is under dire threat from Islamic 
extremists and others, including well-
intentioned if naïve Western peace-
keepers and their political masters. Even 
fewer know that Christianity’s presence 
in Iraq spans almost 2,000 years.

Suha Rassam’s book, Christianity in 
Iraq, raises questions that need to be 
asked, and provides some of the answers. 
Above all, she describes in some detail 
the suffering of Catholics and other 
Christians in war-torn Iraq — the Arabic 
root of whose name, ironically, means 
“to be fertile”, and “noble”.

There were Christians in Iraq long 
before Christianity was planted in Britain 
— as Sebastian Brock points out in his 
forward to this timely book. Catholic 
Christian Iraq harks back to Apostolic 
times.

Christianity was introduced into 
Mesopotamia (“the land between the two 
rivers”: the Tigris and the Euphrates) 
in the first century after the death and 
resurrection of Jesus, by St Ada I (i.e., St 
Thaddaeus) and his disciple St Mara. 

There was a flourishing Christian 
community in Babylon as early as 80 
AD and it appears that it spread rapidly 
north around what is now Mosul. 
Despite the vicissitudes of history, it 
has celebrated an unbroken existence 
spanning almost two millennia.

Tragically, from the point of view 
of religious unity, the principal Iraqi 
Churches were to emerge as opponents 
of doctrinal decisions that were agreed 
upon by the Catholic Church at the 
Councils of Ephesus and Chalcedon in 
AD 431 and AD 451 respectively. 

The Iraqi Church accepted the 
doctrines of Nestorius (the patriarch 
of Constantinople condemned at the 
Council of Ephesus in 431) and were 
called Nestorian. They now prefer to 
be known as the Church of the East. 
Nestorius declared, among other things, 
that Mary was not the mother of God; 
and his teaching cut off the Church of 
the East from the Catholic Church.

The next Council (Chalcedon) 
resulted in a further split from the 
Catholic Church by the Monophysite 
churches: the Syriac-speaking Jacobites, 
the Copts of Egypt and the Armenians. 
The Nestorian and Jacobite churches 
dominated the Christian scene in Iraq 
and far beyond, for more than 1,200 
years. 

After the 16th century, divisions in 
these two churches led to the formation 
of the Chaldaean Catholic Church and 
the Syriac Catholic Church.

As the author points out, both the 
Chaldaean Catholics and the Syriac 
Catholics have sizeable communities 
in Iraq today. They represent new 
dimensions of an ancient heritage, 
linking Christianity in Iraq once again 
with the Mother Church of Rome and 
its bishop, the successor of St Peter.

However, since the collapse of the 
Ba‘ath regime and the fall of Saddam 
Hussein, the shadow of Osama bin 
Laden has managed to cast a pall 

CHRISTIANITY IN IRAQ by Suha 
Rassam (Leominister, UK: Gracewing 
/ Melbourne: Freedom Publishing, new 
edition, 2010) Paperback: 300 pages 

RRP: AUD$29.95

Following 
Muhammad

TO stay out of this struggle is an 
act of indifference to the will of 

God. A peaceable attitude toward 
the heathen, who keep people from 
the way of God, has nothing virtuous 
about it: ‘Those among the believers 
[says Muhammad] who sit still [that 
is, stay out of the fighting ], other than 
those suffering from a disability, are 
not the equals of those who engage 
their wealth and their lives in zealous 
fight in the way of Allah.  Allah has 
given a higher rank to those who fight 
… than to those who sit still’.

- Introduction to Islamic Theology and Law, 
Ignaz Goldziher, Princeton University Press, 

1981, p.23
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Acknowledging  
The Armenian Genocide

Protecting what is left of those Christians and the even larger groups of 
other ethnicities is not charity work but is essential for preserving Western 

interests. Indeed, Prime Minister Erdogan of Turkey, in protesting Western 
pressure to own up to the massacres of Armenian Christians in 1915 threatened 
on Saturday to go after the Kurds in northern Iraq. Four years after the war in 
Iraq began, the fanatical Shiite majority government there has waged an ethnic 
cleansing war of its own, targeting both Sunni Muslims and Iraqi Christians. It has 
been savagely successful. Half of Iraq’s entire Christian minorities of 2 million — 
who represent 5% of the 25 million Iraqis, are now out of the country altogether, 
refugees looking for a new home. In the grand scheme of modern Middle East 
history, the entire concept behind the Arab and Muslim world’s rejection of Israel 
is premised on Israel’s identity as a ‘Jewish state’. It is a rejection grounded 
within the notion of ethnic and religious cleansing. Now that Turkey has become 
an ascending democracy run by an Islamist party, it is imperative that Turkey 
signals its accord with the broader Western project of civil society and respect for 
minorities. That is why Turkey’s friendship and its NATO affiliation should come 
second to its assumption of responsibility for past crimes against humanity. The 
future is a reflection and a continuation of the past.

- Andrew Bostom, commenting on Acknowledging The Armenian Genocide by Youssef Ibrahim, 
October 15, 2007  http://www.nysun.com/article/64553

over the country. Demands have been 
made for women to wear the hijab 
or suffer the consequences (death or 
mutilation); Christians have been 
kidnapped, clergy have been ritually 
murdered and churches have been 
bombed. 

The author lists a number of factors 
that make the Christians of Iraq more 
vulnerable than others. 

A distortion of the purpose of the 
Crusades3 and the association of the 
term “Crusader” with modern-day 
Western military forces affects the way 
in which indigenous Christians are 
perceived in Muslim countries.

There is a misconceived 
identification of Iraqi Christians with 
the West, which may stem from their 
openness to Western culture, and their 
shared Catholic and Orthodox faith. 

Various anti-American and anti-
government factions have terrorised 
and attacked individuals who work as 
cleaners in cafés where Westerners are 
served, or church security guards or 
translators, calling them Western agents 
and sympathisers.

Christians take on jobs that are 
considered un-Islamic, such as the 
production and selling of alcohol, 
renting and selling of musical 
instruments, and even hairdressing. 
People with such jobs were the first to 
be attacked by militant Islamists.

The concentration of Christians 
in the cities of Baghdad, Mosul and 
Basrah, where violence predominates, 
has also made them obvious targets. 
Being peaceful and easily subdued 
people with no militia to protect 
them, they are seen as soft targets by 
attackers, whether by diehard political 
and religious factions or by the local 
mafia and common thieves. 

Muslim radicals who seek to create 
an Islamic state specifically target 
Christians and other minorities, using 
a language of hate with the purpose 
of frightening them and driving them 
out of the country. Such messages 
come from extremists of both Sunni 
and Shi‘ite sects and can appear as 
graffiti on walls, as text-messages on 
mobile phones, or as pieces of paper 
thrust under doors. Mullahs have been 
heard announcing from their minarets: 
“Christians are infidels and it is halal 
[lawful] to kill them and take their 
belongings.”

Since September 2004, when 
the last chapter of this book ended, 
hundreds of individuals have been 
abducted, tortured and/or killed. Five 
religious leaders have been killed and 
12 abducted, and over 60 churches 
have been damaged or destroyed. 
Large sums of blood money have been 
regularly collected from frightened 
Christians, especially in the city of 
Mosul. About 400,000 Christians have 
left the country since 2003. The rest 
are living in fear and the majority have 
been displaced from their homes. 

Despite these alarming figures, many 
Christians and Muslims who have 
managed to live together for many 
centuries, continue to try to live in 
harmony.

Today, all Christian communities 
in Iraq have sizeable diaspora 
communities, spread throughout 
the world. The exodus from Iraq 
largely began not because of religious 
differences but largely in response 
to the economic sanctions that 
were imposed during the 1990s, 
impoverishing much of the population. 
And since 2003 terrified Christians and 
other minorities have fled for their lives, 
abandoning homes, businesses and 
centuries-old links with their homeland.

For 500 years between the ninth 
and 13th centuries, the Nestorian 
Church of the East spread across Iran, 

Afghanistan and Central Asia to China, 
as well as to India, Arabia and the Gulf. 
The Christian legacy is still apparent 
today. Mongolian script, for instance, 
is derived from Syriac, which was the 
liturgical language of the churches that 
brought knowledge of Christianity from 
Iraq to these far-flung places.

The book’s author, Suha Rassam, 
was born in Mosul in northern Iraq, 
went to England in the early 1990s, and 
realised that little information about 
Iraqi Christians was available in English. 
To redress this situation, she has written 
a book that offers comprehensive and 
informed insights into 2,000 years of 
Christianity in Iraq. A future edition 
would be helped by having an index of 
persons and topics.

pau l Ste n houS e MSc is editor of Annals 
Australasia. His English translation from the Arabic, 
with footnotes by Professor Richard Pankhurst 
of Addis Ababa, of the Futuh al-Habasha / The 
Conquest of Abyssinia — an eyewitness account by 
a Yemeni Muslim of the series of jihads waged 
against Ethiopian Christians by Muslim fighters 
from Somalia in the 16th century — is available 
from Amazon books.

1. S.R. Maitland, The Dark Ages [1844] (London: John 
Hodges, 1890).

2. Clement Anthony Mulloy, “The impact of the West on 
world history: The contrasting methods and views of 
Jared Diamond and Christopher Dawson”, The Catholic 
Social Science Review, 15 (2010), pp. 137-152.

3. Paul Stenhouse, “The Crusades in context” (2007), 
available at Answering Islam: A Christian-Muslim 
Dialogue. URL: www.answering-islam.org/Authors/
Stenhouse/crusades.01.htm
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