2011

9/10

107160 Annals Nov-Dec 2011.indb 1

7/12/11 2:33 PM

ANNALS AUSTRALASIA
Journal of Catholic Culture
Volume 122, Number 9/10 November/December 2011
[Sunday Readings at Mass: Year B/weekday readings: Year II]
Australia’s Oldest Catholic Magazine
Published by the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart (MSC) since 1889.

1		 The Paradox of the Manger
		 GUEST EDITORIAL
5		 Catholics and the Civil War
		 GEORGE MARLIN
10		 Family Services
		 PETER RYAN
12		400 Years of the King James Bible: Part V
		 The Manifesto of Reform
		 PAUL STENHOUSE, MSC
17		 Rediscovering Rural Life
		 GILES AUTY
2011

20		 Jacques Maritain on The Church of Christ
		 JUDE P. DOUGHERTY
36		 Catholic History Revealed in a Norfolk Churchyard
		 KEVIN HILFERTY
43		 Intervention Mania
		 MICHAEL O’CONNOR
54		 The ‘Catalpa’
		 SEAN HAMPSEY
Cover Photos: Paul Stenhouse

9/10

Front Cover: The Nativity scene on the facade of Sagrada
Familia, the Basilica of the Holy Family in Barcelona solemnly
dedicated by Pope Genedict XVI on November 7th 2010.
The Basilica was the inspiration of Josep Maria Bocabella i
Verdaguer, a devout bookseller and philanthropist who set
up ‘The Spiritual Association of devotees of Saint Joseph’ in
1866 to spread and defend Catholicism in an increasingly
secularised Spain. After a visit to Loreto in 1872 he was
inspired to build a Church in honour of the Holy Family.
Its original architect, in 1882, was Francesco de Paula i
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towers represent the 12 apostles, the 4 evangelists, the Virgin
Mary and, tallest of all, our Lord Jesus Christ.
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Then Pealed

the Bells

I

heard the bells on Christmas Day
Their old familiar carols play,
And wild and sweet, The words repeat
Of peace on earth, good will to men!

And thought how, as the day had come
The belfries of all Christendom
Had rolled along, The unbroken song
Of peace on earth, good will to men!

T

hen from each black, accursed mouth
The cannon thundered in the South,
And with the sound, The carols drowned
Of peace on earth, good will to men!
And in despair I bowed my head;
“There is no peace on earth,” I said;
“For hate is strong, And mocks the song
Of peace on earth, good will to men.”

T

hen pealed the bells more loud and deep.
“God is not dead, nor doth he sleep!
The wrong shall fail, The right prevail,
With peace on earth, good will to men!”

— Henry Wadsworth Longfellow. The reference is to the American civil war which
broke out in 1861 — the same year that he wife died tragically in a fire.
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Editorial
There is a child in Bethlem born/ Is better than we all

The Parado x o f the Mang er
By G.K. Chesterton
t is in the old Christmas
carols, the carols which
date from the Middle Ages,
that we find not only what
makes Christmas poetic and
soothing and stately, but first
and foremost what makes
Christmas exciting.
The exciting quality of Christmas rests
on an ancient and admitted paradox. It
rests upon the great paradox that the
power and centre of the whole universe
may be found in some seemingly small
matter, that the stars in their courses may
move like a moving wheel round the
neglected outhouse of an inn.
When Walt Whitman said ‘There is
no object so soft but it makes a hub
for the wheeled universe’ he expressed
unconsciously what is the thrilling
element in the story of Bethlehem.
And it is extraordinary to notice how
completely this feeling of the paradox
of the manger was lost by the brilliant
and ingenious theologians, and how
completely it was kept in the Christmas
carols.

T

he
f irs t
article
by
G.K.Chesterton that appeared
in Annals was published eightyfive years ago, in 1926. It was
entitled ‘H as S cience gone
mad?’ Were he alive today how
we would enjoy his views on
modern science. Annals readers
are here offered a guest editorial
by this old friend of ours, and
of untold thousands of readers
over the intervening years. H e
once suggested that the following
Christmas present be given to the
Baby Jesus:

We bring Thee back great
Christendom,
Churches and towns and towers;
And if our hands are glad, O God
to cast them down like flowers,
‘Tis not that they enrich thine
hands,
But that they are saved from ours.

They, at least, never forgot that the
main business of the story they had to
tell was that the absolute once ruled the
universe from a cattle stall.

It is instructive, for example, to
compare the cloudy pomposity of
ordinary hymnology with the vigour
and precision of the Christian idea in
the old carol of `When Joseph was
a-walking’.
By means of the plain antithesis
of the old ballad, without the use of a
single adjective, the fundamental idea
of the Christ child is conveyed.
He neither shall be born,
In housen nor in hall,
Nor in the place of Paradise,
But in an ox’s stall.
He neither shall be christened
In white wine nor in red,
But in the fair spring water,
Where we were christenèd.

Thus across the ages, filled more and
more with dogmas and explanations and
all the unending madness of the intellect,
there comes to us in this nameless and
wandering ballad the essential and
tremendous claim of Christmas, the
paradox on which it was built.
Theologians have sought more
and more to insist on the separation

Jesus, our Christmas Present

A

li ttle while ago I saw a statement by Mrs E ddy on the subject of Christmas presents, in which she said that she
did not give presents in a gross, sensuous, terrestrial sense, but sat still and thought about Truth and Purity till all
her friends were much better for it. Now I do not say that this plan is either superstitious or impossible, and no doubt it
has an economic charm. I say it is un-Christian in the same solid and prosaic sense that playing a tune backwards is
unmusical or saying ain’t is ungrammatical. I do not know that there is any S criptural text or
Church Council that condemns Mrs E ddy’s theory of Christmas presents:: but Christianity
condemns it, as soldiering condemns running away. The two attitudes are antagonistic
not only in their theology, not only in their thought, but in their state of soul before
they ever begin to think. The idea of embodying goodwill — that is, of putting it into
a body — is the huge and primal idea of the Incarnation. A gift of God that can be
seen and touched is the whole point of the epigram of the creed. Christ H imself
was a Christmas present. The note of material Christmas presents is struck even
before H e is born in the first movements of the sages and the star. The Three
Kings came to Bethlehem bringing gold and frankincense and myrrh. If they had
only brought Truth and Purity and L ove there would have been no Christian art
and no Christian civilisation.
— G. K. Chesterton, ‘The Theology of Christmas,’ The Contemporary Review, Juan. 1910.
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of
Christ
from
humanity; it was the
poetic inspiration
of the old balladmonger that he saw
that the thrill of the
divinity consisted
in the completeness
and perfection of the
disguise. It is in his
work that we realise
that
Christianity
conquered because
of the stunning
insolence of its
paradox, the paradox
that
a
certain
Everlasting Essence
when it chose to
become a
man,
chose, with a certain
superb irony, to
become one of the
humblest of men.
There is another
fine old carol which
I
will
mention
in explaining my
meaning. It is the
carol in which is
told the story of
Stephen the Martyr.
Careful historians
of that period will
be interested in
learning, for the first
time, that,

Lacketh
me
neither meat nor
drink
In
King
Herode’s hall:
There is a child
in Bethlem born
Is better than we
all.

ill with the functions of a steward,
summoned him to explain his reasons
for wishing to leave the palace.

Stephen was a steward,
In King Herode’s hall,

and that he was a personal witness
to the appearance of the Star of
Bethlehem. King Herod, finding that
the condition of a mystic accorded

Lacketh thee either meat or drink
In King Herode’s hall?

Stephen answers, with the whole
artistic energy of the Christian idea in
his words:

The utter logical
irrelevance and the
sublime
spiritual
relevance of the
connection between
the first couplet
and the last is the
summary of all
enthusiasm.
There is a small
and vulgar fashion
of
discouraging
carols at Christmas.
People who chat
cheerfully amid all
the infernal noises
of the underground,
people who endure
the rattle of a
thousand vehicles
over a stony road,
pretend that they
dislike the sound of
Christmas carols.
To pretend to like
a thing may be a sin:
to pretend to dislike
a thing comes near
to the sin against the Holy Ghost.
At least it may be hoped that a few
at this season may listen to these songs:
they are the last echoes of the cry that
renewed the world.
From The Daily News, December 25,
1901.

Christmas is for everybody

M

oder n the ol ogy will tell us that the Child of Bethlehem is only an abstraction of all children; that the
mother from Nazareth is a metaphysical symbol of motherhood. The truth is that it is only because the Nativity
is a narrative of one lonely and literal mother and child that it is universal at all. If Bethlehem were not particular it
would not be popular. In the same way a lovesong to a woman might be so piercing and mortal that all men sang it
morn and eve, the farm worker at the plough and the prince in the saddle. But they would all stop singing suddenly
if you told them that the song was not made about one woman, but only about women in the abstract. Christmas
… is penetrated with this personal idea of a secret between God and man — a divine cap that fits the particular
human head. … Christmas presents are a standing protest on behalf of giving as distinct from that mere sharing
that modern moralities offer as equivalent or superior. Christmas stands for this superb and sacred paradox: that it is
a higher spiritual transaction for Tommy and Molly each to give each other sixpence than for both equally to share a
shilling. Christmas is something better than a thing for all; it is a thing for everybody.
— G. K. Chesterton, ‘The Theology of Christmas,’ The Contemporary Review, Juan. 1910.
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The Catho lic
Church –
Mo ther o f us all

T

he Chur ch is called ‘Catholic’: such is the proper
name of the holy Church which is the mother of us all.
S he is also the bride of our L ord Jesus Christ, the onlybegotten S on of God (for it is written in the scripture, ‘Christ
loved the Church and gave himself up for her’, and so on).
Moreover she fulfils the type and carries out the pattern of
the Jerusalem which is from above, which is free and the
mother of us all. Though she was at first childless, she is
now the parent of a mighty family.
After the former Church had been rejected, in the second,
that is, the Catholic Church, God has appointed, as Paul
says, first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then
workers of miracles, then healers, helpers, administrators,
speakers in various kinds of tongues and every type of
virtue: I mean wisdom and intelligence, self c ontrol and
justice, mercy and humanity, and invincible endurance in
persecution.
H owever, by the armour of righteousness on the right
hand and on the left, through honour and dishonour, first in
persecutions and distress she wreathed her sacred martyrs
with crowns of endurance interwoven with manif old and
varied flowers; now in times of peace, she receives by the
grace of God due honour from kings and men of rank, in a
word from every sort and kind of person. And though the
kings of nations spread round the world have limits to their
sovereignty, it is the holy Catholic Church alone which in the
whole earth rejoices in unlimited sovereignty; as it is written,
God ‘has appointed peace as his boundary’.
In this holy Catholic Church, formed by its teaching and
living as we ought, we shall possess the kingdom of heaven
and inherit eternal life. F or the sake of this we endure
everything, that we may gain that life from the L ord. We
have no modest aim, but the gaining of eternal life; that is
the object of our striving. F or this reason we are taught in the
Creed that after ‘And in the resurrection of the flesh’ that is,
of the dead, which we have already discussed, we affirm our
belief ‘in life everlasting’. This is the object of our efforts as
Christians.
Therefore, the F ather is life really and truly. Through the
S on he pours forth upon all in the H oly S pirit the gifts of
heaven as from a fountain, and in his kindness to us men he
has promised truly to each the good gift of eternal life.
— A reading from The Instructions of S t Cyril of Jerusalem [315-387 AD ]
to catechumens, Cat 18,26-29, quoted in The Roman Breviary for
Thursday of the 17th Week of the Year
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Catholic History
Almost 250,000 Catholics fought for North and South during the Civil War

Catho lics and the Civil War
By George Marlin
ith the exception
of history buffs, most
people are unaware
that America began
the sesquicentennial
observance of the Civil
War in May this year.
That’s
because
politically
correct media and academia have
deemed the subject unworthy of public
discourse. For them the thought of
toasting courageous and honorable men
and women of the North and the South
is repugnant.
It was different in the 1961
centennial year. As a young boy,
I couldn’t wait for the mailman to
deliver the issues of Life magazine
devoted to the Civil War. I, like many
kids, collected commemorative postage
stamps, Classic Comics about the Civil
War, and hand-painted blue and gray
miniature soldiers.
I was delighted one Christmas to
receive a wonderful gift: Bruce Catton’s
American Heritage Picture History of the
Civil War. And, to much fanfare, there
were the publications of two trilogies:
Bruce Catton’s The Centennial History
of the Civil War and Shelby Foote’s The
Civil War: A Narrative.

The Blue: General Philip Sheridan

Lincoln and his fellow Republicans
regarded secession as illegal and the
Union as more important than states’
rights. But Catholics remembered that
the Republicans’ political forbears, the
northern Federalists, had called for
secession at the Hartford Convention
(1815) partly in reaction to the
naturalization laws that gave immigrant
Catholics the right to vote.
They also knew that the North
hid behind “states’ rights” in order
to evade the Dred Scott decision
and to ignore the Fugitive Slave
Law. Catholics well gauged the
grandstanding on both sides because
few were either Southern slave
owners or proprietors of Northern
manufacturing plants who viewed
slavery as an unfair labor advantage.
Most Irish Catholics in the North
agreed to fight essentially for one
reason – to preserve the Union at all
costs. On the other hand, GermanCatholics in Pennsylvania and the
Midwest agreed to fight because they
staunchly opposed slavery and its
extension into new territories.
Finally, all Catholics realized that
the war gave them the opportunity to
show their appreciation of, loyalty to,
and solidarity with their adopted nation.
From scores of Northern pulpits, priests
called upon the faithful to don blue
uniforms because, “The Union must
and shall be preserved.”
As brother turned against brother,
the Church tried to stay above the fray.
The hierarchy encouraged priests to act
as chaplains and nuns to work as nurses
in order to minister to the needs of all
the faithful.
On St. Patrick’s Day 1861, when
bishops across the nation spoke out on
the war, New York’s first archbishop,
John Hughes, expressed the Church’s
position best: “there is but one rule for
a Catholic wherever he is, and that is, to
do his duty there as a citizen.”

Riots broke out in New York City
in 1863 because disproportionately
higher numbers were drafted in heavily
Catholic Congressional districts over
Protestant-dominated upstate districts;
Archbishop Hughes, quelled the
violence.
Responding to flyers distributed
throughout the city by Catholic priests,
5,000 people gathered outside his
residence. Too weak to stand, the ailing
Hughes addressed them sitting in a
chair: “a man has a right to defend his
shanty, if it be no more, or his house, or
his church at the risk of his life; but the
cause must be always just; it must be
defensive, not aggressive.” After cheers
and a final benediction, he told the
crowd to go home and they answered
in unison, “We will.”
His appeal worked, and the riots
simmered down. But the damage had
already been done. Millions of dollars
of property was destroyed and 105
people died – 84 were killed by police
or soldiers, and 11 African-Americans
and 10 police were killed by the rioters.
Although there were strong political
differences between Catholics and
Protestants about the reasons for
fighting, none could deny that Catholics

The Grey: General Pierre Beauregard
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Our sincerest thanks to the many subscribers to
Annals Australia, who very generously send a small donation
along with their annual renewal – this assists in defraying the
heavy costs incurred in producing our magazine.
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made a major contribution to the war
effort and showed great valor on the
battlefield.
When the war began, there were
2.2-million Catholics in the United
States, 1.6-million of them Irish. The
U.S. Sanitary Commission reported
that 144,221 Irish served in the Union
armed forces: 51,206 from New York,
17,418 from Pennsylvania, 12,041 from
Illinois, 10,007 from Massachusetts,
8,129 from Ohio, 3,621 from Wisconsin,
and 4,362 from Missouri. Approximately
40,000 German-Catholics served as
did 5,000 Polish immigrants. Catholics
became prominent in the officer corps,
including over fifty generals and a halfdozen admirals.
In the North, prominent Catholics
included General William D. Rosecrans,
Generals Hugh and Charles Ewing, and
General Philip Sheridan. General Grant
referred to Sheridan as a man who had
no superior as a general, either living or
dead, and perhaps no equal.
In the South, at least 40,000 Irish
served in the Confederate Army.
Catholic officers included General
Pierre Beauregard, General James
Longstreet, General William Hardee,
and Admiral Rafael Semmes.
By the end of the war, the Church’s
prestige was greatly enhanced. She
had remained unified; her soldiers
had fought bravely, and Americans
had witnessed uncountable acts of
Catholic charity. The Daughters of
Charity, the Sisters of Mercy, and other
religious orders helped the wounded
and distraught, and made a great
impression on the public. Catholics and
non-Catholics living, marching, and
fighting together overcame many old
prejudices.
In October 1866, the American
hierarchy held a plenary council in the
nation’s first episcopal see, Baltimore,
in an effort to demonstrate this unity.
Seven archbishops, thirty-seven bishops,
and two abbots led the opening
procession. President Andrew Johnson
and Washington’s mayor attended the
closing session – a clear tribute to the
role Catholics played in the war and
to the growing Catholic presence in
America.
George J. Marlin. “Catholics and the Civil War.”
The Catholic Thing (April 20, 2011). Reprinted
with permission from The Catholic Thing. All rights
reserved.

Ann als Austr al asia 6 november/december 2011

107160 Annals Nov-Dec 2011.indb 6

7/12/11 2:33 PM

Reading Between The Lines

ou may
always ends up dull and trite,
not have
not least because it claims
noticed the
to be able to transcend all
similarity
frames and boundaries by
between
reason of its purity and
thin slices
infinite consciousness. It’s
of buttered
why liberal theology with
toast and advent calendars,
its antipathy to authoritative
but that there is one cannot be
doctrine ends in inanity, for
denied by anyone who is sane
dogmatic definition provides
(that is, who agrees with me).
the window-frame through
The similarity is founded upon
which the mystery of God and
the same principle that informs
reality can be seen.
homeopathy, and whether or
Without a solid frame and
not homeopathy is a quack
without definite boundaries
science is neither here nor
the borders become porous,
there. It is an incontrovertible
everything
seeps
into
truth that small slices of
By Robert Tilley
everything else until all one is
buttered toast taste better
left with is a lukewarm soup
than large pieces of toast even though both have the same
of sameness. The biblical theology of revelation, however,
proportion of butter. Why this should be so I cannot tell,
is quite different; God reveals Himself in some very definite
perhaps it has something to do with reducing things to their
ways even when He is said to reside in either unapproachable
quintessence such that their potency is somehow heightened
light or thick darkness, for it is then that His Name is said to
because distilled.
dwell within the confines and the frame of the Temple. But
One of the earliest things I can remember as a child is
even then the Temple seemed too large to properly reveal
of opening up a small window on the advent calendar and
the mystery of divinity!
peering into what seemed to me to be a world magical
I have already had occasion to note that the tale told
and small, and yet because of its compactness it spoke of a
of
medieval
theologians debating how many angels could
mystery that I sensed must underlie the whole of the larger
dance
on
the
head of a pin is a modern myth, and yet the
world. Both Chesterton and C.S. Lewis in their respective
sense
of
something
small being able to host something
autobiographies spoke of similar experiences when very
great
is
very
much
to
the point of true theology. Indeed,
young: Chesterton of a small toy theatre his father had
of true biology as well, not to mention, it seems, of true
built; Lewis of a small garden on a tin-lid his brother had
cosmology too, for it is said that the whole cosmos came out
made. The effect was the same for both writers; something
indescribably beautiful gleamed in the smallness of the
of an exploding point of absolute dense matter no bigger
pantomime-like imagery of the theatre and the garden. The
than the proverbial head of a pin, perhaps the same one on
same principle, I suspect, informs the taste buds, at least it
which angels were said to dance, and all of us come from a
does so in respect of thin fingers of buttered toast.
fertilised egg smaller still!
In other times philosophers and mystics spoke of the
And it was in one such miniscule point that God the Son
macrocosm in the microcosm, meaning by this that the
tabernacled Himself and took flesh, and in the womb of Our
whole cosmos was somehow represented by, and made
Lady that flesh uncoiled and grew to something larger and
present in, one particular part of the cosmos; temples were
yet still very small; a baby who was the join of deity and
understood in this way, including the Temple in Jerusalem.
humanity and of heaven and earth. Here in a crib is divinity
One could also argue something along the same lines
distilled! Here is the frame through which the
for the way in which the liturgy frames time
mystery of God and all creation can be seen. Of
and space, and thereby is able to recapitulate
course, the crib itself is framed and that by
events both in heaven and on earth.
the Cross, but that is of another season and
I bring these mysteries up simply
as the liturgy frames the divisions of the
to note that what they and the advent
year then we ought to pay due deference,
calendar point to is a truth about being
for things taste better that way.
itself, and this is to the effect that the
truth and beauty of things is often to
Robert Tilley has a Ph.D from the University of
be found glimmering in the smallest of
Sydney. He currently lectures in Adult Education
on Philosophy, Theology and History of Ideas. He
things, in things that are bounded and
also lectures in Greek and Biblical Studies at The
framed (a point Chesterton also made).
Catholic Institute of Sydney [CIS] and in literature
On the other hand, pseudo- mysticism
and theology at Aquinas Academy.

Advent and
Buttered To ast
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The Arab ‘Spring’

Eg ypt: key co mpo nent o f a
lo o ming crisis fo r the West
By Peter Day
ith much of
southern Europe
teetering on
the economic
b r i n k , g r ow i n g
Islamist strength
in North Africa —
notably, Tunisia and Libya — is adding
to the nervous strains around the
Mediterranean. A resurgent flood of
refugees is threatening. Now come this
month’s Egyptian elections ... Will they
provide solace? Or just more bad news?
Whatever happened to the ‘Arab Spring’,
anyway? And what does it all mean for
Australia?
It is customary for commentators
to underscore Egypt’s international
significance with three factoids: it is the
most populous of the Middle Eastern
and North African Muslim states; it
controls the Suez Canal; and for the last
thirty years it has maintained peace with
Israel under the so-called Camp David
accords. Important as all these are, they
significantly understate Egypt’s place in
the world.
Egypt’s global significance also
derives from two other key sources

of influence. Firstly, its capital, Cairo,
is home to the ancient institution of
Al Azhar, a combined mosque and
university that is the most important
mainstream teaching authority in the
Sunni Islamic world. Secondly, Egypt
is the birthplace and — still — most
powerful stronghold of the world’s
most sophisticated and influential
Islamist movement by far: the Muslim
Brotherhood.
Whatever developments occur
in Egypt over coming months, they
will have far-reaching effects not
only among the 57 states identifying
themselves as Muslim (the biggest
single voting bloc in the UN), but
also among all the Sunni Islamic
communities that have made their
homes over recent decades in the West
— including of course Australia. We
make a serious mistake when we take
our eyes off Egypt.
This month sees the first stages of
an election – to be held over several
months – of the first parliament in
Egypt since the fall of Mubarak in
February this year. In March, I reported
on the Quadrant magazine website that

Callous Indifference
is not an Option

O

n October 31, 2010, Al-Qaeda terrorists attacked Our L ady of
D eliverance Chaldean Catholic Church in Baghdad. The terrorists killed 58
parishioners, including two priests. The youngest victim was Adam U dai, aged 3,
who pleaded with one of the terrorists to ‘please stop’ before he was murdered.
70 churches have been bombed since June 2004. Thousands of Assyrians have
been killed and nearly one half of Assyrians have fled to S yria and Jordan. The
Islamic resurgence in the Middle E ast and Africa has seen governments fall to
the ‘Arab S pring’ only to be replaced by Islamist-leaning regimes. In E gypt, the
persecution of the Coptic Christians by Muslims has increased since the January
25 revolution. In Tunisia, the recent elections brought into power the formerly
banned Islamic party. In L ibya, Mustafa Abdul-Jalil, the chairman of the National
Transitional Council and de facto president, declared that L ibyan laws in the
future would have S haria, the Islamic code, as its “basic source”. About 100,000
Copts have left E gypt since March, 2011.
— Assyrian International News Agency, October 30, 2011

‘the dominant forces in the ‘new
Egypt’ will be the Army... and the
equally
old-established
Muslim
Brotherhood. The old Mubarak party
machine, which in the old regime ruled
Egypt in alliance with the Army, still
pervades government bureaucracies
and will also remain influential.’1

It has to be said that this picture
didn’t fit very well with the joyful
depictions of the Arab Spring that were
being presented at the time by most of
the Western media. It is, however, pretty
much how things have panned out.
The first point to note in current
developments is that the ‘interim’
military government in Egypt (known as
the SCAF) is now openly manoeuvring
to preserve its power no matter what
the election results. It has in recent
days made its intentions clear by
issuing draft constitutional amendments
that would make the military formally
superior to parliament in a multitude
of ways, such as according it
responsibilities for all decisions related
to national security; for such vague
goals as the preservation of national
‘unity’; and so on. Importantly, the
SCAF’s amendments would also ensure
that the military budget would always
be protected from public scrutiny.
The second key point is that an
Islamist coalition led by the Muslim
Brotherhood is widely expected to
emerge as the single most powerful
force in the new assembly, which
is expected to sit sometime in the
New Year. The Islamist influence in
parliament will be also strengthened
by the expected election of a large
contingent of so-called Salafists
— Muslim groups adhering to the
extremist Wahabbi ideology of Saudi
Arabia (now controlling some 10,000
mosques across Egypt).
Thirdly, following a recent court
decision permitting members of
Mubarak’s old political party to run for
office, cronies of the old strongman
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are also now expected by most Cairo
observers to make a bold showing
(despite months of media demonization
of the old regime).
For the West, the hope is that some
coalition of Copts, secular liberal types,
and the numerous Sufi Muslims of
Egypt (Muslims whose practices are
condemned as heretical by Islamists)
will prevail, thereby keeping hopes
alive for a successful transition in
Egypt to a secular, pluralist, democratic
future.
By some calculations, these groups
together have the support of a majority
of the population. But the question is
whether they have the organisation or
the discipline to convert such support
into votes. Most Cairo observers think
that they don’t.
By contrast, the Brotherhood has
by far the largest and best developed
political machine in the country. And
the Salafists — whose TV preachers
attract large audiences in Egypt – are
extremely well-funded from Saudi
Arabia. Little wonder that so many
Copts are increasingly desperate to find
refuge in Australia or any other Western
country that will take them.
Some media commentators suggest
that involvement in a democratic
political process will have a moderating
effect on the Islamists. Perhaps it will.
Again, we can only hope. But the
opposite effect seems just as likely.
As Shadi Hamid, of the Brookings
Institute’s Doha Center, has remarked,
‘they’re going to want to outflank each
other and outbid each other on who is
the most Islamist.’
Just in the last few days, in an
incendiary speech to a Cairo conference
attended by thousands, a well-known
Brotherhood spokesman in Egypt called
Essam el-Erian – widely thought of as a
‘moderate’ in the Brotherhood context
ˆ was reported speaking the following
words: ‘No one in Egypt—not a Copt, a
liberal, a leftist, no one—dares say they
are against Islam and the application
of Sharia. All say they want the Islamic
Sharia. And when referendum time
comes, whoever says “we do not

want Sharia” will expose their hidden
intentions.’
Dr el-Erian has this year developed
a very friendly media profile in the US
through some reasonable-sounding
opinion pieces in the New York Times.
But in this speech he went so far as
to threaten “massacres” if the military
regime interfered in Islam’s role in the
constitution.
This brings us to the fourth and
perhaps most important point: the
fact that the Brotherhood’s carefully
cultivated mask of moderation is
beginning to slip is a powerful
indication that the de facto political
alliance between the Islamists and the
military, that has prevailed since the fall
of Mubarark, is now under severe strain.
Egypt, of course, is not Turkey,
where a heavily secularised army served
for decades as a bulwark against any
Islamist threat to the secular state. By
contrast, the Egyptian army is itself a
strongly Islamic institution. But the
army does have a major economic and
business problem on its hands. And
the ideological Islamists are part of that
problem.
Egypt, a nation of 85 million
people, is in dire economic peril, not
least because of the collapse of the
tourist trade. Rampaging, puritanical
Islamists will not entice the tourists
back. Foreign investment has dried

up and foreign exchange reserves
are collapsing. According to the UK
Financial Times this week, one-third of
all government spending in Egypt – in
a budget that this year will be around
$22 billion in the red -- now goes in
food and energy subsidies. (After 10
straight months of decline, $22 billion
is also approximately all that remains of
the country’s entire foreign exchange
reserves.)
All this is having a direct effect on
the welfare of the Army itself, which
owns and operates a vast business
empire – including tourist enterprises —
commonly thought to represent around
40 per cent of the entire Egyptian
economy. In other words, the Army
brass have massive personal interests in
restoring stability and security to Egypt.
Their own retirement pensions are at
stake. But do they have the capacity to
keep a lid on the rising Islamist tide?
That may turn out to be the most
critical issue of all.
PETER DAY is a regular contributor to The
Spectator magazine and a former New York and
Washington correspondent for The Australian
newspaper. His articles have also appeared in
numerous other major publications, including
Quadrant in Australia and the National Interest and
Weekly Standard in the United States.
1.

http://www.quadrant.org.au/magazine/issue/2011/5/
the-return-of-the-muslim-brotherhood-in-egypt
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God

and

Caesar

Would even the best Department of Social Services
in the world have done any of that for me?

FAMILY SERVICES
By Peter Ryan
F TH E R E is one set of
societal ‘facts’ today which
seem to be firmly established,
they relate to families. From
my own clear recollections,
now going back nearly ninety
years, we don’t ‘do’ families
half as well as we used to.
Decay in the central firmness of
families imposes horrendous costs:
some are monetary – billions of dollars
in taxes to finance ‘social services,’
many of which might more realistically
be called social swindles. Other costs
are paid through the disappearance
of much social amenity from our
day-to-day lives: trains no longer safe
to travel on; the horrible table manners
of teenagers; the need to don galoshes
to negotiate vomit-deep pavements

outside juvenile ‘venues’. (You will find,
if you look, that many contributions to
these foetid flows of filth are regularly
supplied by truly sophisticated little
girls of thirteen.)
Late last September the Australian
carried a story which perfectly depicts
both the evil and the absurdity of our
present-day manners. Harkaway is a
tiny, idyllic rural precinct close to the
edge of Melbourne. The Harkaway
Community Hall is (for country
Victoria) a very old building. Its
traditional timber construction has been
lovingly restored and maintained by
truly public-spirited residents.
Such simple structures in country
communities do much to preserve
a living thread of continuity: even
an isolated old pub that still pulls a

Political Peas in the same Pod

B

u t the evil of industrialism was not so much in itself as in the spirit which
sacrificed the individual to the economic process, and it remains to be
seen whether the same spirit will not manifest itself in a new form even under
a different system. At the present time the old forms of individualism are every
where passing away before the pressure of the modern S tate; but although
this destroys some social injustices, it also creates others and contains the
possibility of a new and more serious menace to spiritual freedom. And this
tendency is not confined to a single country or to any one particular political
or social system. It may, I think, even be argued that Communism in R ussia,
National S ocialism in Germany, and Capitalism and L iberal D emocracy in
the Western countries are really three forms of the same thing, and that they
are all moving by different but parallel paths to the same goal, which is the
mechanization of human life and the complete subordination of the individual to
the state and to the economic process. Of course I do not mean to say that they
are all absolutely equivalent, and that we have no right to prefer one to another.
But I do believe that a Christian cannot regard any of them as a final solution of
the problem of civilization, or even as a tolerable one. Christianity is bound to
protest against any social system which claims the whole of man and sets itself
up as the final end of human action, for it asserts that man’s essential nature
transcends all political and economic forms. Civilization is a road by which man
travels, not a house for him to dwell in. H is true city is elsewhere.
— Christopher D awson, Religion and the Modern State, L ondon, S heed and Ward, 1935, p.xv

friendly beer; an enduring ancient
school house, built to shelter a sterling
old ‘one-teacher’ bush school; a simple
sculptured memorial to troops who fell
in some long-ago war.
Halls like the one at Harkaway
make it possible for the social rites
to be celebrated locally — weddings,
engagements, christenings, funeral
services. But the hall trustees have
now decided to refuse future bookings
for eighteen- and twenty-one-year-old
birthday parties. Fed up with the
all-too-frequent ‘next morning’ state of
befoulment and vandalisation, they’ve
called a halt, and good on ‘em. But
what can we say about that now-ageing
generation of failed families and feeble
parents who launched upon civil society
their spawn of lateadolescent louts?
I have been told that certain of
Harkaway’s sulky and disappointed
party-goers
now
contemplate
proceedings
under
the
antidiscrimination laws. In this pearshaped world of ‘progressive’ views and
rampant political correctness which we
now inhabit, this may not be just a joke:
think of Andrew Bolt!
In my boyhood, a ‘family’ meant
simply a mother and a father, married
to each other, and living under one
roof with their offspring. A family was
a fortress against the worst that fate
could hurl against any member of
it. Too simple? How would we have
handled today’s more exotic couplings
(and triplings) of good mates of various
sexes, with actual parentage not only
a matter of conjecture, but sometimes
due to the helpful interposition of
a test-tube and a surgeon’s delicate
fingers?
When I was growing up, if trouble
struck a family, first recourse was to
the family’s own extended resources;
it was certainly not an appeal to some
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vast bureaucratic taxpayer-funded
government apparatus of ‘social
services’, which barely existed. Our most
ambitious effort in such directions was
made in the cruellest years of the Great
Depression, when ‘the dole’ was offered
to men who were close to the point of
starvation. Public works projects were
started to create ‘relief employment’.
(How many Melburnians or tourists
driving today along the splendid scenic
Yarra Boulevard reflect that its grand
embankments and sheer cuttings were
made by the picks and shovels and the
calloused hands of ‘the unemployed’,
working for a few shillings a day?)
But the vast bulk of the real relief
work was every day being shouldered
quietly by families themselves. True
help rallied round from grandparents,
uncles, aunts, cousins and in-laws. It
carried with it the warmth of personal
understanding and the attachment of
accepted family obligation. How much
of those do you get from Centrelink,
even if you get a cheque?
I was born in 1923, in the front
bedroom of our little house; it stood
(indeed it still stands) in Glen Iris,
then a just-developing lower-middleclass eastern suburb of Melbourne. My
father was a lowly-paid accounts clerk
in what we would now call a ‘global’
oil company. He had served in the First
World War, and retained a small scrap
of minor celebrity as a former League
footballer — a strong six-footer. Mother,
small but resolute, left her secretarial
job to be a full-time mum. They made
a sterling pair, and indeed our little
house was a fortress against the worst
the world could do. Funds were very
tight indeed. Some weeks Dad could
afford one bottle of beer — other
weeks, none. They could just manage
the monthly repayments to the State
Savings Bank on the house mortgage.
But — what the hell! Dad might get
promotion; the Depression couldn’t go
on for ever — could it?
Disaster struck when I turned
thirteen. Dad — and there never was
a better one — died of cancer. Leave
aside the desolation of grief and loss:
our house now had no income at all.
This is what the family did: two
unmarried aunts who lived nearby
swiftly made their house a sort of
auxiliary ‘drop in’ home for us kids.
An uncle – who had himself a family

State Control

I

thi nk it is difficult to avoid the conclusion that the movement towards S tate
control in every department of life is a universal one and is not to be confused
with the political tenets of a party, whether Communist or F ascist. The essential
principle of the Totalitarian S tate was, in fact, asserted by L iberalism before
F ascism was ever heard of. What is happening to-day is that the movement
towards S tate control and S tate organisation has reached a point at which it
comes into conflict with the older forms of parliamentary democracy. The vast
increase in the numbers of the electorate, the multiplication of political parties
and the fundamental character of the points at issue all tend to produce a state
of political deadlock which in turn leads parties to look to extra-parliamentary
action in order to gain their ends. In practice this may mean general strikes,
dictatorships, revolutions and every kind of violence. Nevertheless it rests
fundamentally on a perfectly healthy and reasonable desire to put the S tate
and the governm ent of the S tate above party, and to ensure that the power
which has so immense an influence for good or evil on the lives of every
citizen should not be at the mercy of a political clique or the servant of class
interests … now in fact we do find in every S tate and not least in our own, such
a limitation of freedom and increase of S tate authority taking place owing to the
extension of bureaucratic government.
— Christopher D awson, Religion and the Modern State, L ondon, S heed and Ward,
1935, pp.47-48.

of daughters to feed – at once made
my mother a very small weekly cash
allowance to tide her over while she
went back to business college to
brush up her shorthand and typing.
Then she got herself re-established in
a clerical job in town – no small feat
in itself during the Depression. The
allowance she spent largely on parttime housekeeping help from a good
old lady who was very kind to my
brothers and me. Every source of extra
income was squeezed. Mum and Dad
had cultivated a large garden patch
of lily-of-the-valley: every Melbourne
Cup time I used to pick the blossoms,
and sell them for a penny a stalk to the
local florists for corsages.
I suppose it’s natural that a lost
little boy should recall in particular
the kindnesses of his uncles. They
were my father-substitutes and role
models for proper male behaviour.
One was a commercial traveller for a
softgoods firm in Flinders Lane. Every
school holidays he would take me
in the car with him as he called on
his country customers. I saw Victoria
from Ballarat and Bendigo to Orbost
in the far east of Gippsland. It thrilled
me enormously to dine and sleep in
good (not ‘flash’) country hotels, and
to be taken after dinner into the then
sacred ‘commercial’ room, where a fire
burned, and the knights of the road
took their post-prandial ports.

Another uncle used to take us all
away every summer for several weeks
seaside holiday. He ‘kept an eye’ on me
as adolescence relentlessly advanced,
and I remember even today some
of his tactful advice. At the extended
family Christmas dinner, when I was
fifteen, my mother (always strict
about ‘alcohol’) insisted that I should
have only the conspicuously infantile
raspberry vinegar. Some cousins no
older than me were allowed a small
beer. A quiet word from Uncle Lou
to Mum made her relent. A trifle, no
doubt, but important to my pride at
the time. The next year I got my first
job – a junior clerk in the Victorian
public service. Uncle Lou thought
my prospects might be helped by the
gravity imparted by a hat. (‘Get ahead!
Get a hat!’) I hadn’t the money to buy
one, so he had a ‘pork pie’ of his own
cleaned and re-blocked for me, and
coached me in how to wear it with
style.
Would even the best Department of
Social Services in the world have done
any of that for me?
PETER RYAN was Director of Melbourne University
Press (1962-1988). He has a BA (Hons) in history
from Melbourne University, and was awarded the
Military Medal for service in New Guinea during
World War II. For 15 years after retirement from
MUP he was an officer of the Supreme Court of
Victoria. This article first appeared in Quadrant,
November 2011. Reprinted with permission.
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Catholic History
Four hundred years of King James’s English Bible: Part V

The Manifesto o f Refo rm
By Paul Stenhouse, MSC
he myth t h a t
the Protestant
Reformation was
mainly a reaction
against the Catholic
C h u r c h ’ s ke e p i n g
the Bible from the
people, and prohibiting its translation
into the vernacular, persists into the
21st century despite overwhelming
evidence to the contrary. It was
generated by interested parties in 16th
century England and is perpetuated
t o d a y by, a m o n g o t h e r s , s o m e
webmasters, bloggers and podcasters.

John Sherren Brewer [1810-1879]
was one of the first and possibly the
greatest of the emerging historical school
in the 19 th century that would base its
history on facts instead of slanting the
facts to support the political correctness
of the day. Protestant though he was, his
two volume history left no doubt in his
readers’ minds that that the Reformation
owed its origin ‘to the rise and influence
of the middle classes’.1
This judgement of Brewer is among
many self-evident truths that were
covered up in the heady days of postReformation England.

The A bsolute Power
of A nglican Bishops

I

n ever y great epoch of the [Anglican] Church’s history, in every
modification of its ritual and teaching, whether by legislation, or tacit consent
independent of legislation, such concessions have been uniformly made to
the will of the laity, or rather to those classes of the laity who have always
been most interested in the Church. On no occasion has the appeal been
made to some supposed standard of Catholic antiquity. A striking confirmation
of these remarks will be found in the conduct of those to whom the spiritual
rule of the Church has been committed since the reign of H enry VIII ., when
the power of the episcopate over the inferior clergy became much greater
and more absolute than before ; and H enry VIII . could justly boast, so far
as its government was concerned, that he had procured for the Church an
independence it had not enjoyed under the Papal supremacy. The power
and wealth of the monastic institutions, the opportunity of constant appeal
to the Pope, the restraining influence of synods and convocations, a rule of
faith and practice emanating from the Catholic Church, and admitted by all its
members, these served as a system of checks upon the hierarchy, which was
either extinguished entirely, or became inefficacious at the R eformation. The
necessity of keeping the clergy under control by a small and responsible body
inclined the sovereign to augment the power and influence of the hierarchy,
no less for the advantage of the Crown than of the Church itself. It was thus
that the dominion of the bishops over their clergy became absolute to a
degree never known before, or in any other country. The privilege conceded
to a diocesan of deciding, on his own authority, questions affecting his
clergy, without consulting his presbyters, without any regard to ecclesiastical
precedent, any deference to supreme and spiritual authority, was extraordinary,
to say the least. It had no precedent in ecclesiastical usage.
— J. S . Brewer, The Reign of Henry VIII from his accession to the death of Wolsey, John Murray,
L ondon, 1884, vol.ii, pp.477-478. Brewer was an Anglican clergyman, and Professor of E nglish
L iterature and H istory at King’s College L ondon. These two vols. were an introduction to his
celebrated work, L etters and Papers of the R eign of King H enry VIII .

Setting the Scene
The old feudal aristocracy had been
virtually wiped out by the civil wars of
the fifteenth century and those who
remained were impoverished by the
extravagence of the Tudor court.
The new ‘nobles’ who were
eventually to replace them were
people who had been enriched by
personal service to the king. They
owed everything to the king, were
his creatures, and the growth of trade
enriched many of them even more.
Because, in addition, they owed
their new-found ‘nobility’ to frugality,
subservience and industry, they tended,
as Brewer notes, to weigh the worth of
most things by their money-value.
The Old Faith with its solemn and
beautiful ceremonies, sacramental
mysteries,
intricate
ritual
and
multiplicity of feastdays seemed to
them to be out of touch with their new,
useful and profitable world.
They especially deplored saints’ days
and other holy days for the workers and
the poor.
‘The attack on saints’ days became
common form for Protestants. ... It
was even necessary in the last years
of Elizabeth’s reign to defend the
celebration of her accession day
[November 17] as a national holiday.
... In 1624 James Howell contrasted
Protestant England with Catholic
Spain. In the latter he calculated, days
amounting to more than five months
were dedicated to some saint or other
“a religion that London apprentices
would like well”. ... a late seventeenth
century economist estimated that
every holiday lost £50,000 to the
nation. That was a new attitude with a
vengeance.’2

Slingsby Bethel, a republican
merchant, a member of the Worshipful
Company of Leathersellers, wrote a
book in in 1668 in which he described
what he called the weakness of Popery.
None of the ‘weaknesses’ concerned
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matters of belief; all of them were
economic.3
Tyndale denounced what he called
the costliness of Popery. 4 Adorning
churches was regarded as wasteful. So
were pilgrimages which were allegedly
expensive because they cost both
money and time: hindering savings
and investment. There were too many
holidays, to the detriment of production.
The reformed religion appealed
especially those industrious and
ambitious people for whom frugality
and hard work guaranteed success and
prosperity. Thomas Adams, writing in
1629 exclaimed,
‘They are very hot for the Gospel
They love the Gospel: who but they?
Not because they believe it, but
because they feel it: the wealth, peace,
liberty that ariseth by it.’5

Until Henry’s divorce of Catherine
brought matters to a head, the middle
class could only dream of moving
against the ecclesiastical and monastic
establishment which was protected
by Papal jurisdiction. Then, out of the
blue, after Henry’s attacks decrying and
calumniating respect for the Papacy,
in the words of Brewer, as ‘unmanly,
unholy and un-English,’ the confiscation
of the monasteries, guilds, and even
diocesan property, and the converting
of it all to secular use, followed as night
follows day.
The thriving middle classes of
[England] or of any other country
had no need of and no taste for such
retreats. they were not absorbed in
the search for a Holy Grail, or spiritual
idealism of any kind. The pursuits
of commerce are attended by no
bitter remorse, no fears of blood, no
spiritual wrestlings of wasted frames
and bended knees, no knight-errantry
for Heaven.6

Martyrs for the
Sanctity of Marriage

S

o by another act of injustice [H enry VIII] tried to set himself, in
a manner, right with the world, and Anne Bolyn’s head fell on the
scaffold … royal supremacy over the Church, with the exclusion of papal
authority as a consequence, was still maintained after the death of her for
whose sake it had been enforced with so much severity. Accustomed as
we have been to the principle for nearly four centuries now, it still strikes
many a devout mind as incongruous; and, curiously enough, among the
chief enemies of royal supremacy are many of those whom it protects
from a papal supremacy which they would dislike still more. Yet it must be
owned that the suggestion of secular government over a spiritual society
is repulsive, if it mean that a mere secular ruler has any power over the
principles of faith and morals, which in fact no such ruler can have. H ence
the object for which royal supremacy was first proclaimed and enforced did
nothing to recommend it to men of honest feelings.
The victims of the
first Act of S upremacy were martyrs for the sanctity of marriage. Most of
the men who sought for reform in the Church, or who hated the existing
order without any idea how to improve it, sided with the King in the matter
of his divorce, and based their hopes on what he might be persuaded to do
in the exercise of his supremacy.
- James Gairdner, Lollardy and the Reformation in England: an Historical Survey, MacMillan &
Co, L ondon, 1908, vol.1, p.313. James Gairdner was not a Catholic.

early Christian principles it was, as
Brewer says,
‘of necesssity influenced by the
sentiments and opinions of those
classes to whom it was mainly
indebted for its new position. ...
deference to the wishes of the great
middle classes has, at all times, been
the ruling influence in quarters where
it might have been least expected.’7

James Gairdner’s four volume
Lollardy and the Reformation in England
noted this connection from the time of
Tyndale:

Irrevocable Change
Brewer describes how the abolition
of Papal power in England and the
transfer of spiritual supremacy to
the King, changed the nature of the
‘Church of England’.
The very antagonism to which it
was committed by Henry’s hatred born
out of frustration in his fruitless search
for a Tudor heir, drove the ‘Church
of England’ further and further away
from any connection with the bishop
of Rome, and all that he signified. And
while it later claimed to be guided by

‘Now Tyndale, who led the way at
this time in translating and printing
the Bible was encouraged by at least
one city merchant – possibly by more.
He had gone abroad in 1524 assured
of remittances from one Humphrey
Monmouth ... the city merchants
who had encouraged Tyndale in his
labours and sent him remittances
from England, 8 of course knew how
to import and disseminate his books’.9

A New Basis for Faith
The
rapidly
developing
art
of printing, like all advances in
technology, had its downside. Pre-1450
communities were not as exposed to
the torrent of rumours, unsubstantiated
opinions, political and religious
propaganda and polemic as they were
to be in the 16th and later centuries.

Printing not only gave a voice to the
voiceless, it quickly became a tool that
government censors wielded to achieve
large scale primitive but effective sociopolitical and religious engineering.
There was much more to the ‘New
Learning’ — which was opposed to
the ‘Old [Catholic] Learning’ — than
Englishmen’s basing their faith on a
literal interpretation of Scripture as
understood by the reader — instead
of being based on the Tradition of the
Church. And Royal Supremacy over
the Church not only ‘justified’ Henry’s
marriage with Anne Boleyn and divorce
from Katherine; it also gave a far
greater stumulus to heresy,
‘For as soon as [the king] had
made up his mind to marry her, even
in defiance of the Holy See, it was
evident ... that heretics would be
very valuable allies in weakening old
ecclesiastical authority.’

What this meant in practice was
that in 1533 Henry VIII, now the selfappointed Supreme Head of the Church
of England, and former ‘Defender of
the [Catholic] Faith,’ appointed Thomas
Cranmer as Archbishop of Canterbury.
Cranmer regarded Germany as the
land of judicial impartiality in matters
theological, decried all images as idols,
believed in justification by faith alone,
declared the Sacrament of the Altar to
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Church of the ship-owner
and L ords of the
Bed Chamber

I

t was, then, to the rise and influence of the middle classes that the
R eformation owed its origin; as the R eformed Church of E ngland to
this day reproduces in its work the salient characteristics of the middle
classes. The civil wars of the fifteenth century almost entirely annihilated
the old feudal aristocracy, and the jealousy of the Tudors continued the
work of destruction. The aristocracy that succeeded was of a different
kind; it was inspired with different sentiments. . It was taken from a lower
class; it owed its elevation, not to great territorial possessions, in the
first instance, but to personal, not to say menial, services rendered to
the sovereign, which the old baronial peerage would have regarded
with contempt. F or the first time almost in our history even sub-ordinate
offices in the King’s household, in his chamber or his kitchen, were the
passports to wealth and distinction. S ecretaries, chamberlains, lords
of the bedchamber, grooms of the closet and the stole, supplanted
the ancient proud aristocracy. S uch a personal nobility, indebted for
their rank, their emoluments, their importance, and their employment,
to their personal services about the king — enriched by wardships,
by marriages, by forfeitures, by stewardships on the royal demesnes,
continually augmented by impeachments of the older houses — raised
up round the throne a nobility wholly unlike the old feudal aristocracy.
They owed everyt hing to the King: they repaid the obligation with
exaggerated deference to the royal authority. Originally of small means
and narrow estates, until they had been enriched by the confiscation of
the monastic property, they maintained none of the old feudal grandeur
and sumptuous living of the former territorial nobility. Churches and
monasteries owed little to their munificence. Many of them, like S ir
Thomas Boleyn, risen from small fortunes, and obliged in youth to
practise habits of economy, carried their frugality with them, when it was
no longer required, into wealthier conditions. The gentry, impoverished
by the civil wars and the extravagance of the Court of H enry VIII.,
where large sums of money were squandered in card-playing, dress,
and jewelry, fell irretrievably into debt, pawned their estates, and were
supplanted by their tenant-farmers and yeomen, who had no such
temptations, and became the possessors of the land they tilled.
— J. S . Brewer, The Reign of Henry VIII from his accession to the death of Wolsey,
John Murray, L ondon, 1884, vol.ii, pp.472-473.

be ‘but a similitude,’ 10and didn’t hide
his sympathy with the Protestants.11
The last straw, really, was when
the Catholic bishops and the Lord
Chancellor, Thomas More, were doing
their utmost to stem the spread of
heresy, the king proved to be aiding
and abetting their distribution.
The shadowy group of wealthy
merchants and shipowners referred to
above, called themselves ‘The Christian
Brethren’. 12 Fledgling capitalists, they
discerned that they had a ready market

for thousands of copies of Tyndale’s
New Testament.
The books were smuggled in via east
coast ports hidden in bales of cloth,
sacks of grain and barrels of wine.
These middle class entrepreneurs had
more to fear from pirated editions than
from ecclesiastical authorities, especially
when Henry’s self-interest coincided
with theirs.13
However, while Tyndale’s tirades
again the bishops and the Pope were to
Henry’s liking, when the fiery Lutheran

translator attacked the divorce and even
went so far as to argue from scripture
and the natural law that a union
between a man and his own sister could
be lawful, even Henry’s support waned,
and Tyndale was no longer welcomed
into the kingdom.
By this time it appears that the harm
had been done. No king in in the past,
in his right mind would have supported
teachings that were so blatantly against
the common good, and destructive of
the society. Whatever grievances Henry
may have believed he had against the
Holy Father over his failed bid for a
divorce from Katherine, he should
have sensed the danger that such
flirting with heresy would pose for the
continuance of the Tudor dynasty.

The Manifesto of Reform
What Gairdner calls ‘a perverse and
bitter spirit’ ran through Tyndale’s
translation. His marginal glosses may
have disappeared from modern versions
of his work, and most [but not all]
of his offensive mistranslations, but
his New Testament, like all his other
writings which flooded into England
with the king’s connivance, reflected his
intense antagonism to Church authority,
and aimed at uncontrolled despotism in
the state, and the complete subversion
of the whole religious and social system
then prevailing.14
The method was simple: On the
pretext of translating from a truer
original text [Erasmus’s Greek text],
Tyndale and those who followed them
[though Coverdale translated from the
Latin Vulgate], claimed to offer access
for the first time to the unadorned
Word of God.
In doing so, these proponents of the
‘New Learning’ boasted that they had
freed their followers from the ‘shackles
of Catholic despotism’ and has restored
to them ‘the freedom of the children
of God’: ‘Here you will easily detect
the errors of Popery and learn the true
doctrine of the Gospel.’15
Because familiar words like ‘church,’
‘sacrament,’ ‘priest,’ ‘altar,’ ‘bishop,’
‘grace,’ ‘angel,’ ‘heretic,’ ‘images,’
‘tradition,’ ‘charity,’ etc were no longer
to be found in the New Testament
this could be made to appear to the
ignorant as an argument against the
authority of the Catholic Church.
As well, familiar passages were
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altered to convey meanings not
contained in the original, and words
were added, or omitted.
Tyndale had a master practitioner of
the art of selective translation in Luther
who translated Romans iii,28 which
translates the Greek which says ‘a man
is justified by faith’ as ‘a man is justified
by faith alone’.
Miles Coverdale, in his translation
commissioned by Cromwell, translated
the text that favoured Katherine of
Aragon [Deuteronomy 25,5] in the
opposite sense. He substituted ‘hir
kynsman’ for ‘her husband’s brother’.16
St Thomas More wrote of this and of
Luther’s translation,
‘Whoso calleth it [Tyndale’s
translation] the New Testament
calleth it by a wrong name, except
they will call it Tyndale’s Testament or
Luther’s Testament. For so had Tyndale,
after Luther’s counsel, corrupted
and changed it from the good and
wholesome doctrine of Christ to
the devilish heresies of their own,
that it was a clean contrary thing ...
there were noted wrong and falsely
translated, above a thousand texts’.17

I

thi nk it is difficult to avoid the conclusion that the movement towards
S tate control in every department of life is a universal one and is not
to be confused with the political tenets of a party, whether Communist
or F ascist. The essential principle of the Totalitarian S tate was, in fact,
asserted by L iberalism before F ascism was ever heard of. What is
happening to-day is that the movement towards S tate control and S tate
organisation has reached a point at which it comes into conflict with the
older forms of parliamentary democracy. The vast increase in the numbers
of the electorate, the multiplication of political parties and the fundamental
character of the points at issue all tend to produce a state of political
deadlock which in turn leads parties to look to extra-parliamentary action
in order to gain their ends. In practice this may mean general strikes,
dictatorships, revolutions and every kind of violence. Nevertheless it rests
fundamentally on a perfectly healthy and reasonable desire to put the
S tate and the government of the S tate above party, and to ensure that the
power which has so immense an influence for good or evil on the lives of
every citizen should not be at the mercy of a political clique or the servant
of class interests … now in fact we do find in every state and not least in
our own such a limitation of freedom and increase of S tate authority taking
place owing to the extension of bureaucratic government.
— Christopher D awson, Religion and the Modern State, L ondon, S heed and Ward, 1935, pp.47-48.

Tyndale’s translation breathed
new life into the dormant heresy of
Wycliffe that the Bible was an infallible,
all-sufficient guide in faith and morals
capable of being interpreted by the
private judgement of any reader,
independently of the teaching of the
Church.
The inevitable fruit of this
Protestant
teaching
was
the
abandonment of Apostolic succession
and
Catholic
Tradition,
the
predominance of feeling and opinion
over doctrine and practice, the rise of
Puritanism, and the domination of the
Church by the State.
Looking back more than 500 years
one can surely see the flaws in this
kind of reasoning. Without putting too
fine a point on it, it was, undoubtedly,
superstitious; a form of bibliolatry.18
Bishop Cuthbert Tunstall, Bishop of
Durham was in no doubt of the danger
to both Church and State:
‘... maintainers of Luther’s sect,
wandering from the way of Truth
and the Catholic Faith, craftily have
translated the New Testament into
our English tongue, intermeddling
therewith many heretical articles and
erroneous opinions, pernicious and
offensive, seducing the simple people,
attempting by their wicked and

State Control

perverse interpretations to profanate
the majesty of the Scripture which
hitherto hath remained undefiled and
craftily to abuse the holy Word of
God and the true sense of the same;
of which translation there are many
books imprinted, some with glosses
and some without ...’.19

In 1537 Cromwell obliged all the
clergy to have a copy of the Bible [not
just the New Testament] based on
Tyndale’s work.
Had Henry’s mind and character not
been so befuddled, the support that
the middle class offered Tyndale in his
enterprise should have alerted him to
the drastic and irrevocable social and
political changes he was setting in train
as he pursued his vendetta against the
Pope.
As a Catholic reflecting on the
consequences of this anomalous
situation in which the Church of
England now found itself – no longer
in communion with the Church of
Rome, no longer with a rule of Faith
that derived from the Catholic Church
— St Jerome’s comment in his Apology
against Rufinus comes to mind:
‘What faith is this which he
[Rufinus] calls his? Is it the faith
by which the Church of Rome is
distinguished? or is it the faith which
is contained in the works of Origin?
If he answers “that of the Church of

Rome,” then we are Catholics, for we
have not subscribed to the errors of
Origin.20

Next Month: Part VI: Fine Tuning a
New Religion
1.
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16.
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18.
19.
20.

The reign of Henry VIII from his accession to the death of
Wolsey, John Murray, London 1884, vol. ii, p.472.
quoted Christopher Hill, Society and Puritanism in
pre-revolutionary England, Panther, 1969, pp.144, 145.
ibid. p.129.
Obedience of a Christian man, 1527-8, quoted Hill,
op.cit. p.129.
‘The wolf worrying the lamb,’ in Workes, 1692, p.389.
Quoted Hill, op. cit. p.131.
Brewer, op.cit. p.474-475.
ibid. pp 475, 478.
For instance, John Petyt, a wealthy merchant who
resided in Lyon’s Quay was arrested for helping
finance Tyndale. He died as a prisoner in the Tower.
He was a friend of Cromwell who openly favoured the
German ‘new men’ and the Protestant cause. George
Constantine, who was a ‘carrier’ of forbidden books,
may have been another. See Peter Ackroyd, The Life of
Thomas More, Chatto & Windus, London, 1998 pp.293,
294, 297.
James Gairdner, Lollardy and the Reformation,
MacMillan & Co, Ltd, London 1908, vol. ii, p.228.
Gairdner, op.cit. vol. ii, p. 374.
ibid. pp. 370, 371.
Reformation, Felipe Fernandez-Armesto & Derek
Wilson, Bantam Press, p.43.
ibid..
Gairdner, op.cit. vol.I, p.371, 375.
Dr John Lingard, Preface to the fourth edition of the
Errata of the Protestant Bible, by Thomas Ward, originally published 1688, 1903 ed. p.1.
Gairdner, op.cit. vol. ii, p.276.
The dialogue concerning Tyndale by Sir Thomas More,
… by W.E.Campbell, Eyre and Spottiswood [undated]
quoted Hugh Pope, op The Catholic Church and the
Bible, Burns Oates & Washbourne, Ltd, London 1928
p.61.
Gairdner, op.cit. vol.i, p.368.
John Foxe, Book of Martyrs, vol.iv, pp.666-7. Quoted
Gairdner, op.cit. vol.ii, p.228.
Apologia adversus libros Rufini, Migne PL, Parisiis, 1845,
vol. XXIII, ¶461, col.400.
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Routinely placing women at risk
and depriving them of adequately informed consent

The Infertility Industry
By E. Christian Brugger

D

r. Robert Edwards, IVF pioneer and recipient
of the 2010 Nobel Prize in Physiology and Medicine,
first fertilized a human egg in vitro (literally ‘in glass’) in
1969. The embryo died after the first cell division. He
surmised that successful in vitro embryonic development
required the harvesting of mature eggs.
He contacted gynecologist Patrick Steptoe, pioneer in
laparoscopy, to help him develop a procedure. Steptoe’s
laparoscope allowed him to inspect a woman’s ovaries
through a small incision in the woman’s umbilical area.
Edwards was able to observe eggs maturing on the
surface of the ovary and so to harvest them at the optimal
time.
Because of advances in reproductive technology,
laparoscopy is no longer needed for IVF. But eggs are still
needed, for every cycle — multiple eggs, eggs for fertile
women unwilling to use their own, for infertile women
incapable of producing healthy eggs, for women with
polycystic ovary syndrome, for prematurely menopausal
women, for women who are carriers of genetic conditions,
for women whose fertility has been compromised by
STDs, even for homosexual males intending to use a
surrogate. They all need eggs.
To the infertility industry, eggs spell enormous profit.
The natural monthly rhythm of a woman’s cycle is far
too inefficient to satisfy the industry’s voracious appetite.
Consequently, egg donors are in hot demand. Infertility
programs and their egg brokers place ads targeting young,
healthy, college-aged women, characteristically altruistic,
and short of cash, promising up to $50,000 in exchange
for a carton of fresh eggs. A few weeks is all it takes. The
risks are played down and the benefits seem obvious.
High dosages of fertility drugs, synthetic hormones
called gonadotropins, are administered to superovulate
the donor to produce eggs. Soreness, breast tenderness,
mood swings, headaches and mild fluid retention
can be anticipated. But over-hyperstimulation (called
‘ovarian hyperstimulation syndrome,’ or OHSS) is also
possible. Should a donor be so unlucky, she might suffer
excruciating abdominal pain, blood clots, infections,
kidney failure, loss of her ovaries, shock, and, in rare
cases, death. Oh, by the way, don’t neglect to read the fine
print: If because of complications a donor fails to deliver a
full carton, jackpot’s off. After all, a deal’s a deal.

A revealing new documentary entitled ‘Eggsploitation’
exposes this dark side of the infertility industry. Written
and produced by the redoubtable Jennifer Lahl at The
Centre for Bioethics and Culture Network, the film
follows the lives of several egg donors, showcasing two
in particular. One reports that during the extraction
procedure, she became dizzy, short of breath, her blood
pressure dropped and she experienced intense abdominal
pain. After being assured by the clinic that she was fine,
her blood pressure dropped to the fatally low level of
40/20. She was finally admitted to the hospital.
Another woman experienced acute abdominal pain
following the procedure and fainted from its intensity.
When she revived, she called the clinic and was told her
reaction was normal and not to worry. She pressed and
the clinic granted her another appointment, this time with
a different doctor. He told her she would be fine and sent
her home. Her condition deteriorated to the point that she
was vomiting stool. The clinic finally concluded she had
a severe case of OHSS. Her abdominal cavity was full of
blood and her ovary swollen to the size of a grapefruit.
She had to have her ovary surgically removed. She
subsequently contracted breast cancer and is at present
undergoing chemotherapy. The future of her fertility is
still in question. Each case reported in this hard-hitting
documentary is more appalling than the next.
Egg-harvesting has gone on now for 40 years. But the
field of egg-donation is still entirely unregulated and
so these stories go unreported and unexplored. Experts
themselves admit that there are no adequate studies on
the long-term risks of these powerful and commonly used
fertility drugs, and yet the casualties they cause aren’t hard
to find. Some studies even suggest they might increase a
woman’s risk for developing ovarian cancer later in life;
and anecdotal evidence, as illustrated above, suggests a
connection to breast cancer; but solid data has yet to be
collected.
Why? Why does the proud scion of the laureate Robert
Edwards -- the infertility industry -- routinely place women
at risk and deprive them of adequately informed consent?
With questions such as these left unanswered, women
considering egg donation might want to think again.
For more information on the film, to watch the trailer,
or to order your copy visit www.eggsploitation.com

E. Christian Brugger is a Senior Fellow of Ethics at the Culture of Life Foundation and is an associate professor of moral theology at St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary in Denver, Colorado. He received his Doctorate in Philosophy from Oxford in 2000. Source: ZENIT, the International Catholic
News Service.
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Manners Maketh

the

Man

Not a single programme suggests that putting our spiritual houses in order might
be at least as effective in terms of human fulfilment as physically moving house.

Redisco vering R ural Life
by Giles Auty
ince I have , f o r
the whole of my life,
seldom read books
or watched films or
television solely for
reasons of so-called
entertainment, I feel
slightly embarrassed to admit that my
wife and I have recently become quite
regular addicts of a relatively superficial
and formulaic TV programme produced
in the UK.
The programme in question is
called Escape to the Country and each
episode features a couple who are
anxious to escape the fairly mixed
pleasures of living in urban or
suburban environments for what they
imagine will be the unalloyed joys of
transportation to some form or other of
idyllic rural life.
Each week the presenter shows
the couple in question around four
properties which appear to meet
their needs in terms of size, price
and location and the couple then
make comments on what they find.
Occasionally a couple make an offer on
one of the properties they have been
shown and some at least will therefore
by now have commenced their rural
transformations.
But will their lives really become,
as they have hoped, happily let alone
ecstatically transformed?
Among the ‘external’ requirements
many or most of the couples seek
are outdoor space to keep pets or
other animals, agreeable rural views,
outbuildings in which to pursue
hobbies, the proximity of local schools
for those with school-age children and
a similar closeness of village shops and
pubs.
However, in my experience of
watching the programme – which
by now is embarrassingly extensive –

I have never heard a couple cite the
proximity of a church or chapel of any
denomination at all as being a factor in
their choices of where to live.
Indeed I suspect at least slightly that
many might feel embarrassed nowadays
to admit in public to being any kind of
Christians at all.
Thus the somewhat sad conclusion,
which the programme consciously or
otherwise promotes, is that an ability
to keep chicken or rabbits, enjoy rural
vistas, pursue personal hobbies and
make regular visits to a convivial pub
are by now sufficient for any ‘normal’
person’s complete spiritual wellbeing.
Unlike most Australian country
villages, English examples often feature
churches and chapels of outstanding
antiquity and beauty which in former
times, at least, formed vital focal points
in the lives of their communities.
Did those who built them several
centuries ago ever foresee that a time
might come when that would no longer
be the case?
It would be wrong I agree to place
too much emphasis on the conclusions
suggested about what are probably
meant simply to be popular and
entertaining shows.

Indeed, at least part of my own
pleasure in watching them is to
re-acquaint myself with beautiful
English country towns or villages
which I have either visited as a tourist
or where I have at some time or other
played fairly serious cricket. I am also
forced to admit here that homesickness
is often an unasked-for consequence of
tuning in to these programmes — yet for
years after moving to Australia I never
experienced this at all.
Again, without seeking to become
over-analytical, at least one person from
each couple often cites being brought
up in the country as a major reason to
wish to return their roots.
In the minds of many such people
country life is clearly truer as well as
less superficial and corrupting than
their existences in cities or other
conurbations. Many, I also suspect, try
to recreate and to clutch hold of the
innocent sensations of the childhoods
they spent formerly in rural areas.
In the years in which I lived and
worked in England I divided my time
fairly equally between London and
the country and am thus thoroughly
familiar with the attractions and
counter-claims of living in either.
In Australia, too, I have been aware
of TV programmes which propose the
delights of so-called sea-changes and
tree-changes but I have yet to see a
single programme which suggests that
putting our spiritual houses in order
might be at least as effective in terms of
human fulfilment as physically moving
house.
After sixteen years of living in
Australia I sense that what one might
describe as the ‘old’ Australia, which
sensibly borrowed much of its ethical
stance from some form of secularised
Christianity, seems to have little chance
now of long-term survival.
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With sadness I suggest that this
country’s ‘new’ and by now widely
prevalent codes of behaviour based
largely on the relatively novel
orthodoxies of post-modernism e.g.
political correctness, multiculturalism,
relativism, gay rights, feminism, historical
revisionism and the like – backed often
now by punitive civil and so-called
human rights legislation – will ultimately
transform Australia into an ethical
wasteland. In this wilderness of the spirit
any connection with traditional, largely
Christian morality will be presented to
us merely as an unlamented relic of our
‘superstitious’ past.
God help us.
In view of the foregoing the question
those of us who are able to do so are
asking ourselves increasingly is not
whether we wish to live in rural or
urban Australia but whether we wish to
continue to live in Australia at all.
I certainly came to this country
with very high hopes indeed and can
still see the apparent seductiveness
for many of life in this country. In my
case however I am willing to admit that
I made a less than inspired decision
in ever attempting to work here as a
professional journalist. The media in
Australia has not exactly covered itself
with glory from my point of view.
In owning up to my folly, however,
I also acknowledge the extreme
logistical difficulty of trying not merely
to escape to the country but from the
country especially in the present world
economic climate.
That my wife and I are even
trying to do so is a measure of our
disappointment. We certainly do
not suffer from the illusion that life
anywhere today will be easy.
As human beings all of us transport
our problems with us not just from
town to country but also internationally
and interstate.
Fortunately or otherwise none of us
can take flight from what we are.
Indeed, perhaps the most any of us
can hope for is to feel that we belong
somewhere at least on this planet.
G i le s A uty was born in the UK and trained
privately as a painter. He worked professionally
as an artist for 20 years. Publication of his The Art
of Self Deception swung his career towards criticism. He was art critic for The Spectator from 1984
to 1995. He continues to devote himself to his
original love — painting. He is a regular contributor
to Annals

A Simple explanation of Catholic Culture
a gift-idea for all season and all occasions
By Paul Stenhouse MSC PhD

‘WHY DO CATHOLICS...?’
— Say the Hail Mary?
— Use candles?
— Use Incense?
— Have an Offertory
at Mass?
— Call Priests Father?

— Honour our Lady?
— Have Patron Saints?
— Pray for the dead?
— Canonise Saints?
— Observe Lent?
— Use Rings?

...and 31 other important questions!

ORDER NOW
.00 (includes postage and handling of single copies).
Multiple copies will be invoiced. (Price includes GST)
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❏ Debit my ❏ Mastercard ❏ Visacard. Tick ()
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It’s a Mad World

I

n 1993 the Patent Office was already awarding scores of patents each
month on medical procedures, and by early 1996 the number had reached
an unprecedented one hundred per month. One doctor, for instance, owns the
rights to a basic technique for suturing the stomach to the intestines. Another
claims exclusive rights to the common technique of making slits in a skin graft
to expand it. Individual practitioners already own such simple procedures
as treating a nosebleed with a catheter wrapped in gauze. One doctor even
patented the common practice of applying the anesthetic lidocaine to the skin
to treat nerve pain associated with the herpes skin infection known as shingles.
— S eth S hulman, Owning the Future, H oughton Miflin Company, Boston, 1999, pp.13-14.
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We beco me
lo vable by
being lo ved
HE WORLD is not a lodging-house
at Brighton, which we are to leave
because it is miserable. It is the fortress
of our family, with the flag flying on
the turret, and the more miserable it is
the less we should leave it. The point is
not that this world is too sad to love or too glad not
to love; the point is that when you do love a thing,
its gladness is a reason for loving it, and its sadness
a reason for loving it more. All optimistic thoughts
about England and all pessimistic thoughts about
her are alike reasons for the English patriot. Similarly,
optimism and pessimism are alike arguments for the
cosmic patriot.
Let us suppose we are confronted with a desperate
thing — say Pimlico. It is not enough for a man to
disapprove of Pimlico: in that case he will merely
cut his throat or move to Chelsea. Nor, certainly, is
it enough for a man to approve of Pimlico: for then
it will remain Pimlico, which would be awful. The
only way out of it seems to be for somebody to
love Pimlico: to love it with a transcendental tie and
without any earthly reason. If there arose a man who
loved Pimlico, then Pimlico would rise into ivory
towers and golden pinnacles If men loved Pimlico
as mothers love children, arbitrarily, because it is
theirs, Pimlico in a year or two might be fairer than
Florence. Some readers will say that this is a mere
fantasy. I answer that this is the actual history of
mankind. This, as a fact, is how cities did grow great.
Go back to the darkest roots of civilisation and you
will find them knotted round some sacred stone or
encircling some sacred well. People first paid honour
to a spot and afterwards gained glory for it. Men did
not love Rome because she was great. She was great
because they had loved her.
— G.K.Chesterton, Orthodoxy, The Bodley Head, London, 1908, pp 105-106.
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Church

and

Churchmen

For Jacques Maritain a liberal social policy did not presuppose a liberal Catholic theology,
certainly not one at war with the intellectual heritage of the Church

Maritain, o n The Church o f Christ
By Jude P. Dougherty
t a time when the
Church is accused of
clerical malfeasance
on both sides of the
Atlantic, Maritain’s
treatise on the
Church and her
personnel is worth revisiting. Maritain’s
last complete book, On the Church of
Christ: The Person of the Church and Her
Personnel, was published in English
translation from the French in the year
of his death (1973).1
It was ignored by the secular
media and given scant attention in the
Catholic press. It followed by seven
years the publication of Le Paysan de la
Garonne, 2 which had earned Maritain
the enmity of the Catholic left for
its critique of some of the theology
developing in the wake of Vatican II.
John Courtney Murray in We Hold
These Truths (1960), 3 noted happily
that the Church in North America was
not divided between left and right as
it was with destructive consequences
in Europe. By the close of Vatican
II, the European virus had spread to
North America. Maritain, who had
been the darling of the liberal Catholic
intelligentsia because of his social
philosophy, was suddenly ostracized,
his later work ignored. For Maritain a
liberal social policy did not presuppose
a liberal Catholic theology, certainly not
one at war with the intellectual heritage
of the Church.
Many American scholars, otherwise
cognizant of Maritain’s vast oeuvre,
remain unaware of the publication of De
l’Église du Christ.
In The Church of Christ, Maritain
speaks of the “profoundly troubled
moment” at which he was writing. 4
He calls himself “an old Christian
philosopher who has thought about
the mystery of the Church for sixty

years.” He is appalled by the appreciable
number of Catholic intellectuals who
in his judgment employ themselves to
destroy the treasure of truth which is
the Church’s responsibility to transmit.
He would “have done with the tempest
of widely diffused foolish ideas that
have caused confusion among the
faithful.” He would “have done with
the demythization of doctrine and
the secularization or profanization
of a Christianity which our new
doctors and spiritual guides would
like to entrust to the hands of the
sociologist, of the psychoanalysts, of the
structuralists, of the Marcusists, of the
phenomenologists, and of the pioneers
of technocracy.”5
The subtitle of On the Church of
Christ is indicative of a distinction that
is crucial to an understanding of the
Church. “Churchmen will never be the
Church,” writes Maritain. “One can take
a detached view, making positive and
negative assessments of the activity of
Churchmen throughout the centuries
while remaining confident of the
holiness of the Church itself.”6

D oes the Spirit
have Rights or
Power?

T

he Chur ch could cease to
assert her right only if she ceased
to be conscious of the divine good
which it is her mission to dispense
to mankind. … ‘We fear no threats,’
said S t. Thomas a Becket, the legate
of Pope Alexander III to H enry II of
E ngland, ‘because the Court from
which we come is accustomed to give
orders to emperors and kings’.
— Jacques Maritain, The Things that are not
Caesar’s, L ondon, S heed & Ward, 1930, ‘The
Two Powers,’ p.176.

This distinction runs through the
work, that is, the difference between
the “person of the Church” and “her
personnel,” i.e., the difference between
the Church visible to the intellect and
the Church as visible, one can say, in
the eyes of the public who know it only
through the media. “The person of the
Church,” writes Maritain, “can be holy
while being composed of members who
are all sinners to some degree.”
Indeed, we can agree with
Maritain that members who are holy
can be guilty of gross error in their
prudential judgments. Noble purposes
can be pursued by ignoble means
or frustrated by actions gone awry
or by miscalculations and adverse
circumstances.
The distinction made, Maritain
defends the person of the Church while
admitting the evils perpetrated in her
name, in his account, by the Crusades,
by the Inquisition, by the suppression of
the Albigensians, by the imprisonment
of Galileo, by the execution of Joan,
and by the burning of Savonarola and
Giordano Bruno.
No critic or cynic is likely to draw a
longer list of the “sins of the Church,”
for the most part grievous errors of
judgment by otherwise noble-minded
“Churchmen.”
Maritain’s indictment of Churchmen
in many cases may be a bit too harsh.
Serious scholarship largely published
since Maritain wrote has shown that
most of the episodes he addresses are
a bit more complex than he makes them
out to be, and in some cases the Church
comes off honorably even by secular
standards.
There is one area where Maritain
forcefully comes to the defense of the
Churchmen—namely, the treatment of
the Jews. “The hatred of the Jewish
people in the Middle Ages was the
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deed of the populace and of many
in the bourgeoisie and in the nobility
and many in the lower clergy. The high
personnel of the Church, the Papacy
above all, remained free of it.” 7 He
continues, “The Popes, even the ones
most severe in their legislation, never
knew this hatred.”
It was in the papal states that the
Jews fared best. “During the whole
of the Middle Ages and the darkest
periods of the latter, it was the Popes
who were their greatest protectors
and defenders.” 8 The Bull of Calixtus
II (1120) condemning the violence
against the Jews and their baptism
under constraint was confirmed at least
twenty-two times up to the middle of
the eighteenth century. That defense
was continued through the much
maligned papacy of Pius XII and is
implicit in Dominus Iesus, published
on August 6, 2000, with the approval
of John Paul II and signed by Joseph
Cardinal Ratzinger, then Prefect of the
Congregation for the Doctrine of the
Faith.9
Maritain
acknowledges
that
inexactness of language often leads
some to attribute to the Church an act
or decision of her directing personnel
without distinguishing whether the act
belongs properly to the perpetrator as
its sole cause or as an instrument of the
Church herself. He reminds his reader
that “it is only the solemn magisterium
of the Pope speaking alone (and not
through a Roman Congregation) or
when he speaks conjointly with the
bishops assembled in General Council
(Ordinary magisterium) that it is the
Church speaking and acting, the Church
one, holy and infallible.”10
Although Maritain wrote forty years
ago, his words remain timely as we
witness individuals and associations
with the aid of a willing media to
present themselves as an alternative
magisterium.
1.

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Jacques Maritain, De l’Église du Christ, Trans. By Joseph
W. Evans (On the Church of Christ: The Person of the
Church and Her Personnel) (Notre Dame: University of
Notre Dame Press, 1973).
Le Paysan de la Garonne (Paris: Desclee de Brouwer,
1966).
John Courtney Murray, We Hold These Truths (New
York: Sheed and Ward, 1960).
Maritain, On the Church of Christ, p. v.
Ibid., p. 241.
Ibid., p. 138.
Ibid., p. 167.
Ibid., p. 168.
Available at:www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents.
Maritain, On the Church of Christ, p. 239.

Catholicism and
John Bullism

A

nother pre curs or [of the Oxford Movement that attempted
to return the Protestant Church of E ngland to its Catholic roots] was
Coleridge, who (among other things) called attention to the writings of the
earlier Anglican divines — some of whom were men of primitive tempers
and Catholic aspirations. Andrews and L aud, Jackson, Bull, H ammond and
Thorndyke – sound divines to a man – found the dust brushed off them.
Thus was the long Polar Winter that had befallen Anglican theology
broken up, and the icebergs began moving about after a haphazard and
even dangerous fashion — but motion is always something.
What has come to the [Oxford] Movement? It is hard to say. Its great
leader [Newman] has written a book of fascinating interest to prove that
it was not a genuine Anglican movement at all ; that it was foreign to
the National Church, and that neither was its life derived from, nor was
its course in the direction of, the National Church. But this was after he
himself had joined the Church of R ome. Nobody, however, ventured to
contradict him, nor is this surprising when we remember the profusion of
argument and imagery with which he supported his case.
A point was reached, and then things were allowed to drop. The
Church of R ome received some disting uished converts with her usual
well-bred composure, and gave them little things to do in their new
places. The Tracts for the Times, neatly bound, repose on many shelves.
The fact is that the movement, as a movement with a terminus ad
quem, was fairly beaten by a power fit to be matched with R ome
herself – John Bullism. John Bull could not be got to assume a Catholic
demeanour. When his judges denied that the grace of Baptism was a
dogma of his faith, Bull, instead of behaving as did the people of Milan
when Ambrose was persecuted by an Arian Government, was hugely
pleased, clapped his thigh, and exclaimed, through the mouth of L ord
John R ussell, that the ruling was ‘sure to give general satisfaction,’ as
indeed it did.
The work of the movement can still be seen in the new spirit that has
descended upon the Church of E ngland and in the general heightening
of Church principles; but the movement itself is no longer to be seen, or
much of the temper or modes of thought of the Tractarians.
The H igh Church clergyman of tod ay is no Theologian – he is an
Opportunist. The Tractarian took his stand upon Antiquity – he laboured
his points, he was always ready to prove his R ule of F aith and to define
his position.
H is successor, though he has appropriated the results of the struggle,
does not trouble to go on waging it. H e is as a rule no great reader – you
may often search his scanty library in vain for the works of D ean Jackson.
Were you to ask for them, it is quite possible he would not know to what
Church dignitary of that name you were referring. H e is as hazy about the
H ypostatic U nion as are many laymen about the Pragmatic S anction.
H e is all for the People and for filling his Church. The devouring claims
of the Church of R ome do not disturb his peace of mind. H e thinks it very
rude of her to dispute the validity of his orders – but, then, foreigners are
rude! And so he goes on his hardworking way, with his high doctrines and
his early services, and has neither time nor inclination for those studies
that lend support to his priestly pretensions.
— Augustine Birrell, [1850-1933] ‘Cardinal Newman,’ in Collected E ssays, vol. II ,
E lliot S tock, L ondon, 1902, pp.104-105. Birrell, not a Catholic, was a distinguished academic,
barrister and author.
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Ukrainian Genocide
Vatican Documents reveal Stalin’s 1932 ‘Killing by Hunger’ in Ukraine

The Ho ly See and the Ho lo do mo r
By Elizabeth Lev
he sober skies
and short days of
Novemb er remind
R om a n s t h a t t h i s
is the month to
pray for the dead.
It seems fitting that
this month opened with a presentation
of new documents regarding one
of the most tragic -- and virtually
unacknowledged -- events of the
modern age, the Ukrainian Famine.
“The Holy See and the Holodomor:
Documents from the Vatican Secret
Archives on the Great Famine of 19321933 in Soviet Ukraine” by Father
Athanasius McVay and Professor
Lubomyr Luciuk was released Oct.
26 with a book launch at the Russian
Ecumenical Center in Rome. The book
is available in English through Kashtan
Press and Abe Books.
The Holodomor (literally “killing
by hunger”) took place in 1932-33
in the fertile grain-producing region
of Ukrainian USSR. While the exact
number of deaths is not known due to
lack of precise records, an estimated
2.4 to 7.5 million people died. This
man-made famine, intended to starve
the Ukrainian nationalists out of
existence, has been recognized as a
genocide by many nations worldwide.
Father Athanasius McVay, a Canadian
Greek-Catholic priest of Ukrainian
ancestry, was doing doctoral research
on diplomatic relations between the
papacy and the Ukrainian GreekCatholic hierarchy during the struggle
for Ukrainian independence (19181923), when he began to realize how
little research was being done on
Ukrainian subjects at all.
I had the chance to ask Father McVay
a few questions about his book, his
research, and the surprisingly littleknown Great Famine.
I asked how the Great Famine
caught his attention and Father

McVay explained that his interest was
piqued while “working on a historical
biography of the first Ukrainian bishop
for Canada, Blessed Nykyta Budka
(1877-1949), the centenary of whose
appointment we will be celebrating
in 2012. In 2008, while researching
documents pertaining to Blessed Budka,
I accidentally discovered documents
concerning the Holodomor.”
The Holodomor is better known in
Canada than in the United States, it
seems. Canada was the first country to
declare the famine a genocide and the
first to erect a monument in honor of
its victims. Father McVay explained that
he “had known about the Holodomor
since the early 1980s when Ukrainians
across Canada organized various
conferences and demonstrations
to have this humanitarian tragedy
officially recognized by the Canadian
government.”
His home town in Winnipeg erected
a monument to Holodomor victims in
1984 directly in front of City Hall.
Accounts describing the Holodomor
vary from source to source. I asked
Father McVay to give an account
of the 1932 events in Ukraine for
ZENIT readers. “The Soviet economy
was a disaster,” he began, “especially
due to the ideological economic
schemes such as the collective farms.
Widespread famine was occurring
in Russia and Ukraine at the end of
the 1920s and this made the Soviet

Union politically weak and fueled the
Ukrainian independence movement.
Stalin decided to kill two birds with
one stone by weakening the Ukrainian
ethnic population and also eliminating
the prosperous farmer-class known as
kulaks.”
I had read that the Soviet
government passed a law where
private ownership of food was made
illegal in 1932 and those who suffered
the most from this legislation were
the Ukrainians. But that was not all.
“Grain was confiscated at gunpoint and
shipped to Russian parts of the Soviet
Union that were also experiencing food
shortages,” continued Father Mcvay.
“The politically motivated famine was
directed specifically against Ukrainian
ethnics.”
I asked if he found anything new
while studying the correspondence with
the Holy See and the author explained
that he discovered not only “many of
the details of the famine but especially
documents regarding how the Apostolic
See sought to intervene to make the
tragedy know to the world and to
alleviate the people’s suffering.”
Father McVay found “that the
Pope learned about the Holodomor
from the French Jesuit, Bishop Michel
d’Herbigny, who was the president of
the Pro Russia Commission. D’Herbigny
was receiving letters from the Soviet
Union as well as reports from foreign
diplomats who had witnessed the
situation first hand. D’Herbigny
attempted to move mountains in
order to convince Pius XI to launch an
aid-mission to the Soviet Union, just
as he and his predecessor Benedict XV
had done in 1921-1923.”
“The emotional Pius XI wept when
he received one report,” explained
Father McVay, “and he insisted that
something must be done. Unfortunately
churchmen and diplomats all concurred
that no aid would ever reach the

Ann als Austr al asia 22 november/december 2011

107160 Annals Nov-Dec 2011.indb 22

7/12/11 2:33 PM

people because Soviet authorities were
officially denying the existence of a
famine that Stalin had deliberately
orchestrated. In the end, the Pope was
only able to authorize a gift of 10,000
Italian lire to be forwarded to starving
Catholics via German charitable
organizations that had contacts in
Ukraine.”
Father McVay had the coveted
experience of doing his research in the
Vatican Archives. While portrayed in
Dan Brown novels as a high tech vault
where all the dirty Vatican secrets lie,
the archives are a very different thing
to the scholars who actually work there.
The Vatican Archives have made great
efforts over the past years to dispel the
impression of intrigue by putting much
of their holdings on line and organizing
exhibits from their fascinating
collections. In 2012, the archives will
put many more documents on display at
the Capitoline Museums in Rome.
I asked Father McVay about his
time in the archives, and he pointed
out that “it is a great privilege to be
permitted to perform research in such
an important collection of archival
funds known collectively as the Vatican
Secret Archives.” Correcting the most
common mistake about the archives he
explained that “the official name is a bit
of a misnomer. ‘Secretum’ here would
be the equivalent to ‘privy’ in English.
They are the Pope’s archives and, as
any state archives, are private but not
‘secret.’”
The Archivium Secretum Vaticanum
was opened for research to scholars
by Pope Leo XIII in 1881. It has been
the custom for the Roman Pontiffs to
de-classify series of documents dating
from not less than 80 years after the
end of a pontificate of one or more of
their predecessors. For Father McVay’s
research, the necessary documents —
those from the pontificate of Pius XI
(1922-1939), were de-classified in 2006
by Benedict XVI.
I asked how many documents
he read for his research, and Father
McVay explained that for his doctoral
dissertation he “sifted through well
over 10,000 folios, mainly from two
collections: the Archives of the Sacred
Congregation
for
Extraordinary
Ecclesiastical Affairs (AES) and those of
the Apostolic Nunciature of Warsaw. For
this particular project, virtually all of the
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documents are found in the Pro Russia
section of the AES. Pro Russia was a
Pontifical Commission created by Pius
XI to handle all Catholic affairs in the
Soviet Union and the Russian émigrés.”
The translating was extensive for the
English language book as Father McVay
explained that “the lingua franca used
in Vatican diplomatic correspondence
is Italian. Documents to and from
secular diplomatic representatives are
invariably in French. Only a very few
documents are in Latin, often to or
from churchmen who did not speak
Italian
or AUSTRALASIA
French.”
ANNALS
4 APRIL/MAY 2011
The letters coming from Ukraine
however, were written in Russian. Father

McVay told me that “the AES index
lists the themes of all the documents
contained in that archive, including
famine in Russia. Holodomor is a
Ukrainian term coined later. I spent
about two months on-and-off translating
the documents as I had other work to
perform on my biography of Bishop
Budka.”
Despite the extraordinary death toll
and horrific conditions of a people
starving to death, this story seems to
have passed under the radar in most
history books. Everyone knows of
the Holocaust, but few Americans or
others would be able to explain the
Holodomor. I asked Father McVay how
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So phie Scho ll
The Final Days
Reviewed by Roger Ebert

A

t th e h e ar t of “S ophie S choll: The F inal D ays” is a long interrogation
conducted across a desk in a police headquarters. It is F ebruary 1943,
in Munich. The questions are asked by R obert Mohr (Alexander H eld),
a provincial who has risen in rank under the Nazis and wears a little lapel
pin proclaiming his patriotism. The answers come from S ophie S choll (Julia
Jentsch), a student of biology and philosophy. S he is accused of helping to
distribute leaflets on her campus that attack H itler and his war.
S ophie and her brother H ans (F abian H inrichs) belong to the White R ose,
an underground group that mimeographs statements critical of the regime
and the continuation of a war that is already lost. In theory their leaflets were
to be mailed. H ans gets the idea of distributing them on their campus. This is
reckless … but they are Catholics carried away by conscience.
E ven so, they might have gotten away with it. They put piles of leaflets
outside classroom doors, and then S ophie, in a heedless moment, sends a
stack of paper swirling down into a central hallway. It is the janitor who turns
them in, in part because he is a Nazi toady, in part because they made extra
work for him.
“S ophie S choll,” an Oscar nominee for best foreign film, is based on fact
and uses the transcripts of S choll’s actual interrogation and trial, as kept by
the Gestapo and liberated when E ast Germany fell.
The effect of this scene is so powerful that I leaned forward like a jury
member, wanting her to get away with it so I could find her innocent. But the
law moves as the law always does, with no reference to higher justice; even
in this Nazi procedure there are carbon copies and paper clips and rubber
stamps and a need to see the law followed, as indeed it is. The law underpins
evil, but it is observed. When S ophie is found guilty, it is legal enough.
The sentence against her is carried out with startling promptness; because
of the movie’s title, we are not surprised, but we are jolted. One day S ophie
S choll thoughtlessly throws some leaflets off a balcony, and two days later she
is dead. Notice how the final sounds of the movie play under a black screen.
D oes she hear them?
Are the policeman R obert Mohr and the judge R oland F reisler (Andre
H ennicke) evil men? Yes, absolutely, but they are doing their duty. I learn from
Anthony L ane in The New Yorker that Mohr’s widow received a state pension
after the war. The police and the court are shown to follow the law, and in the
law resides either good or evil, depending on what the law says and how it
is enforced. That is why it is crucial that a constitution guarantee rights and
freedoms, and why it is dangerous for any government to ignore it. There
should be no higher priority.
The most powerful political statement in the film is one of the saddest.
S ophie is allowed a few moments with her parents before being taken away
forever. “You did the right thing,” her father says of S ophie and her brother.
“I’m proud of you both.”
— R oger E bert, whose reviews appear in the Chicago S un-Times, is one of the most respected
film reviewers in the US . This review appeared on March 31, 2006.R eprinted with permission.

this could have happened. “The Soviet
Union and its successor the Russian
Federation have denied that the famine
was directed against Ukraine” he stated.
“Political and diplomatic pressure
has been exerted on other countries
not to disseminate information about
the Holodomor and especially not to
give it any kind of official recognition,”
he added. “But when I asked him
about the question of genocide,
Father explained that “the question
is complicated. Whatever you want to
call the Holodomor, it is vital that it be
recognized as a deliberate act directed
mainly against the ethnically Ukrainian
population of Soviet Ukraine and
Russia. Films about the Holodomor
have been released. At the time,
journalists such as Malcolm Muggeridge
and Gareth Jones broke the story after
visiting Soviet Ukraine.”
But some journalists deliberately
covered up the story of the famine,
I had read. New York Times Russian
bureau chief Walter Duranty published
articles claiming that there was no
famine in the Ukraine. He even won a
Pulitzer prize for his reporting! Father
McVay clarified this story:
“After the publication of government
documents proving the existence of
the Holodomor, the publication of our
documents and contemporary news
reports by Muggeridge and Jones, it is
obvious that the late Walter Duranty’s
reports were inaccurate. I don’t know
what was the motivation behind such
reports. I understand that some scholars
have asked for Duranty’s Pulitzer prize
to be posthumously revoked.”
Asked about what he considered
the greatest contributions of this book,
Father McVay answered, “The Holy
See and the Holodomor: Documents
from the Vatican Secret Archives on
the Great Famine of 1932-1933 in
Soviet Ukraine is a specific testimony
of the Holodomor from primary and
international diplomatic sources. It is
also a contribution to scholarship on
the inner workings of the Roman Curia
during the pontificate of Pius XI.”
Elizabeth Lev teaches Christian art and architecture at Duquesne University’s Italian campus and
University of St. Thomas’ Catholic Studies program.
Her new book, “The Tigress of Forlì: Renaissance
Italy’s Most Courageous and Notorious Countess,
Caterina Riario Sforza de’ Medici” was published
by Harcourt, Mifflin Houghton Press this Spring.
She can be reached at lizlev@zenit.org
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Book Review
Essays by a beau sabreur who never falls into mere anecdotage

Never say die
By James Murray
ngaging title .
It hints at the
p y r o t e c h n i c s Pe t e r
Ryan has displayed
in 18 years of writing
columns for Quadrant,
more than 150 of them
which surely give him Acropolis status.
From the 150, he has chosen 55; they
range from Remembering Hiroshima
to Behind Enemy Lines with Marcus
Aurelius; from Geoffrey Blainey to Our
(so-called) Battle for Australia.
None is dull. Ryan is a story-teller
who could talk a night campfire to
dawn ashes, re-fuel it and boil the billy.
But at 80-plus he is too judicious to fall
into mere anecdotage. He picks with
care to enhance his narrative as he does
in his garden to enhance his tucker.
One of his best anecdotes concerns
the incomparable Cyril Pearl and is told
in the context of their mutual love of
books. Among Pearl’s collection were
bound volumes of The Sydney Morning
Herald.
As Ryan tells it, Pearl said: ‘They’re
marvellous. Whenever I have a drunk
here. it isn’t safe to send home, I just
pull a few volumes of the Herald out
onto the floor and let him sleep it off
there.’
Worth noting now that as things are
currently at the Herald, there may be
a run on the bound volumes for shack
building.
Generosity is a keynote of the
collection. Ryan praises Frederick
Manning’s war novel, known variously
as Her Privates We and The Middle
Parts of Fortune while finding space to
commend Verna Coleman’s outstanding
biography of Manning
He also praises Jo Gullett’s, Not as a
Duty Only and AB Facey’s A Fortunate
Life. He is too modest about his
own, Fear Drive my Feet, based on his
experience behind enemy lines in New
Guinea during World War II.

It Strikes Me: Collected Essays
1994-2010
Peter R yan (Quadrant Books
hb $24.95).

This is an enduring classic, written
as he reveals in 1945 but not published
until 1959. (It was about then that
your reviewer read it in Manchester,
serialised in John Bull, the magazine
founded by Horatio Bottomley. Given
the latter’s reputation, your reviewer
hopes Ryan got his syndication fee).
Ryan brings out the reader’s
inner Oliver Twist. More of his family
background – father a lapsed Catholic,
mother a Methodist – would have been
welcome.
Urbane but not bland, Ryan
excoriates the treatment of Geoffrey
Blainey by his academic confreres and
the fall in general education standards
(his points reinforced by his years as
publisher at Melbourne University
Press).
In his essay about war entitled Not
the Greatest Evil he refers to Adolf
Hitler’s and his testing of the will to
resist him by occupying the Rhineland
in 1936; he decides that Hitler had
judged more shrewdly than his general
staff.

Fair enough. He then adds: ‘The
French with their unbeaten record for
getting beaten, ran round like headless
chooks…’
He does add equivalent criticism
of the British reaction and writes:
‘Australia sang along with every sour
note of the miserable tunes played in
Europe during the two low dishonest
decades between the world wars.’
But the remark about the French
sticks in the mind. How far back does
Ryan take his ‘unbeaten record for
getting beaten’? To Fontenoy where the
Irish Brigade distinguished itself in the
victory of the French monarchy over the
British? Or to the French Revolutionary
Army’s victories? To the French fighting
in the first phase of the Great War while
the British Expeditionary Force was
in full retreat (see Barbara Tuchman’s
August 1914)?
To Verdun during the same war? Or
to Foch signalling: ‘My centre is giving
way, my right is retreating, situation
excellent, I am attacking.’
Or to De Gaulle during World War
II: ‘Since they whose duty it was to
wield the sword of France have let it fall
shattered to the ground, I have taken
up the broken blade.’ (Disclosure: your
reviewer speaks on behalf of an AustralFrench grandson still deciding whether
to speak English or French first).
Ryan’s remark assorts ill with his
inclination to use French phrases. Yet
appropriately enough, it is a French
phrase that sums up the military and
literary career of this great Australian:
beau sabreur, ‘dashing cavalry officer’.
The Irish Brigade would have made
him an officer. Napoleon would have
made him a Marshal of France.
J am e s M u rray is a Glasgow-born Catholic. A
Sydney-based writer his career includes ten years in
Fleet Street, and contributions to Australia’s major
publications. He writes Annals film reviews, and is
the author of our ever-popular Media Matters.
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Expert

under scrutiny

His most notable service — by far — is to Saudi Arabia
and its official Wahhabi interpretation of Islam.

JO HN L. ESPO SITO
by Stephen Schwartz
HREE THINGS are
immediately obvious
when one examines
t h e b i o g r a p hy o f
John Louis Esposito,
American academic
expert on Islam. The
first is that — as noted by his official
biographical listing of more than fortyfive books and monographs, along
with his standing as editor of several
reference series — he seems indefatigably
prolific, though the bulk of his writings
present interpretations of contemporary
phenomena rather than original research.
The second is that he luxuriates in
honors, including those bestowed by
the kingdom of Saudi Arabia and other

parties in whose objectivity about Islamic
affairs few can believe. Finally, his work
has provided an unremitting ‘explanation’
that amounts to a committed defense
of radical, rather than traditional, Islam.
Esposito aspires to become the chief
interlocutor between the U.S., if not the
West as a whole, and the Muslim lands
— especially the extremist elements in
Islamic societies.
In his career as an academic and
public intellectual, Esposito has
emphasized his conviction that Islamist
ideology is a path to liberation of Muslim
societies from oppression, and, like
many other Middle East studies experts,
he is quick to accuse critics of Muslim
radicalism of Islamophobia. He has

Obama Muslim A ide blocks
Visit of Maronite Patriarch

B

eiru t Ar ab news agency al Nashra reported on S aturday November
22, that [White H ouse Muslim envoy] D alia Mogahed has succeeded in
canceling a meeting between the Maronite Patriarch of L ebanon and President
Barack Obama. Writing in al Nashra, the reporter said “an unnamed US
source told the news agency, that the one who sought to have a visit of (the
spiritual head of the Maronite Church) Patriarch Beshara R ahi to the White
H ouse cancelled is D alia Mujahid (Mogahed), the highest adviser on Arab
and Islamic Affairs in the S tate D epartment, who is from E gyptian origins. And
that,” according to al Nashra, “heeding a request by the higher leadership of
the Muslim Brotherhood in E gypt, who consider that US Administration must
support the Islamist S unni current facing the Iranian current in the region.”
Observers believe that the campaign against Americans from Middle E ast
Christian descent has also reached Terrorism experts and congressional
advisers and NGO leaders whose field focuses on the Islamist and Jihadist
movements. Indeed, in a report published this year, John E sposito, the chair
of the S audi-funded Prince Alwaleed bin Talal Center for Muslim-Christian
U nderstanding at Georgetown U niversity (and an associate to Mogahed)
endorses sharp attacks against experts and analysts, always charging
“Islamophobia.”
F or advisors in the Administration to rebuke the spiritual head of a main
Middle E ast Christian community, and engage in a witch hunt against Middle
E ast Christians, including US citizens, for the benefit of the Muslim Brotherhood
is a serious matter the American public should not tolerate.
— S ee Big Peace, ed. Peter S chweizer, October 25, 2011

accumulated a further sheaf of statements
that should be embarrassing to him,
but apparently is not. Most offensively,
he stood up for Sami Al-Arian, who
pleaded guilty in 2006 to a charge of
providing services to the Palestinian
Islamic Jihad, a Specially Designated
Terrorist Organization according to
the U.S. government. At an August
18, 2007 fundraising event in Dallas
for the Council on American-Islamic
Relations (CAIR), a leading American
Islamist group, Esposito declared, ‘Sami
Al-Arian’s a very good friend of mine.’
On the same occasion, he affirmed
his solidarity with ‘the Holy Land
Fund [sic, Holy Land Foundation],
but also with CAIR.’ Five principal
leaders of the Holy Land Foundation
(HLF) and the organization itself were
found guilty in 2008 on 108 charges
of support for Hamas.
The U.S.
authorities had already added HLF
to the roster of Specially Designated
Terrorist Organizations in 2001, but in
the view of Esposito, as recorded on
National Public Radio on October 22,
1994, Hamas was ‘a community-focused
group that engages in ‘honey, cheesemaking, and home-based clothing
manufacture.’‘
On July 2, 2008, Esposito penned a
lachrymose description, addressed to
U.S. District Judge Leonie Brinkema,
of Al-Arian as a ‘dedicated family man.
... Sami Al-Arian is a proud, dedicated
and committed American as well as a
proud and committed Palestinian. He
is an extraordinarily bright, articulate
scholar and intellectual-activist, a man
of conscience with a strong commitment
to peace and social justice.’
Esposito is University Professor
as well as Professor of Religion
and International Affairs and of
Islamic Studies at Georgetown
University. He is also the founding
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director of the Center for MuslimChristian Understanding (CMCU) in
Georgetown’s Walsh School of Foreign
Service, renamed the Prince Alwaleed
Bin Talal Center for Muslim-Christian
Understanding (ACMCU) in 2005,
after twelve years in existence, upon
the receipt of a $20-million gift from
the Saudi prince. Bin Talal became
known to Americans in the aftermath
of the 9/11 attacks, when he attempted
to hand a $10-million donation to thenmayor of New York Rudy Giuliani.
The prince’s check was accompanied
by a declaration that ‘the government
of the United States of America should
re-examine its policies in the Middle
East and adopt a more balanced stance
towards the Palestinian cause.’ Giuliani
returned the check and rejected Bin
Talal’s criticism.
Four years later,
Esposito evinced no such qualms.
Partly educated in and long
employed by Catholic institutions,
Esposito received his B.A. in philosophy
from St. Antony’s College, at Oxford
in the U.K., in 1963; his M.A. in
theology from St. John’s University
in New York three years later; and his
Ph.D. in Islamic Studies, with a minor
in comparative religions, at Temple
University (Philadelphia) in 1974. From
1975 to 1995 he taught at the College
of the Holy Cross in Massachusetts,
founded by members of the Society of
Jesus (Jesuits), and in 1993, he began
his career at Georgetown, another Jesuit
institution, with a two-year overlap
between the two schools.
Aside from these credentials,
Esposito has served as president of
the Middle East Studies Association
of North America (MESA) and of the
American Council for the Study of
Islamic Societies, and also as vice chair
of the Center for the Study of Islam and
Democracy (CSID). In such activities,
Esposito’s sympathy for radicalism
thrives: MESA is rife with antiAmerican, anti-Israel, and pro-Islamist
propaganda camouflaged as scholarship,
while CSID is an open advocate for
Islamist ideology. Esposito is also vice
president (2011) and president-elect
(2012) of the American Academy of
Religion.
Esposito’s wanderings in Islamic
affairs have led him along paths
that appear distinct to an outsider,
but which all end in the same place:

Thanks to all our readers who have
2011
and are keeping Annals afloat

renewed their subscriptions for

advocacy for Islamist governance. His
published works include the 2003
volume Turkish Islam and the Secular
State: The Gülen Movement (Syracuse
University Press), coauthored with
M. Hakan Yavuz — an enthusiastic
depiction of the ideological movement
directed by the leading Turkish Islamist
Fethullah Gülen, presented in the
volume as equivalent to ‘Turkish Islam’
in general. This book was followed
by a 2010 collection of encomia to
Gülen, titled Islam and Peacebuilding:

GülenMovement Initiatives, co-edited
with Ihsan Yilmaz and published by
Bluedome Press, an apparent Gülenist
enterprise. The Gülen movement
comprises a major element in the
political apparatus created by the
Islamist Justice and Development Party,
known by its Turkish acronym, the AKP;
led by prime minister Recep Tayyip
Erdogan; and holding power in Turkey
since 2002.
Esposito has also collaborated
with the Turkish academic Ibrahim
Kalin, currently a visiting researcher
at Georgetown, on a new book,
Islamophobia and the Challenge of
Pluralism in the 21st Century, published
in March 2011 by Oxford University
Press. Kalin, a senior adviser to
Erdogan, actively supports the AKP
line that ‘Turkey is certain to increase
its multi-leveled engagement policy in
the Arab world.’ This for the Al-Jazeera
broadcasting system in June 2011,
following the third national electoral
triumph for the AKP, which Kalin
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Jihad, Jizya and Slavery

T

he j ihad slave system included contingents of both sexes delivered
annually in conformity with the treaties of submission by sovereigns
who were tributaries of the caliph. When Amr conquered Tripoli (L ibya)
in 643, he forced the Jewish and Christian Berbers to give their wives
and children as slaves to the Arab army as part of their jizya [tax on
non-Muslims]. F rom 652 until its conquest in 1276, Nubia was forced to
send an annual contingent of slaves to Cairo. … the main sources for the
supply of slaves remained the regular raids on villages within the dar-alharb [H ouse of War, i.e., non-Islamic regions] and the military expeditions
which swept more deeply into the infidel lands, emptying towns and
provinces of their inhabitants.
— Bat Ye’or, The D ecline of Eastern Christianity Under Islam: From J ihad to D himmitude,
F airleigh D ickinson U niversity Press, 1996, p. 108.

hailed as ‘a victory not only for Prime
Minister Erdogan but also for Turkish
democracy.’
Esposito has also toiled in the
ideological fields of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, which awarded him
its 1996 World Book Prize, although
his C.V., which differs from his
Georgetown biography, doesn’t name
the book. But his most notable service
— by far — is to Saudi Arabia and
its official Wahhabi interpretation of
Islam. In his endeavors, Esposito has
availed himself of three females he has
mentored through careers in academia
and public policy: Natana DeLong-Bas,
Hadia Mubarak, and Dalia Mogahed.
The activities of these scholars, whom
Esposito has nurtured, offer further
evidence of Esposito’s radicalizing
influence within Middle East studies.
Georgetown graduate DeLong-Bas,
who also taught at Brandeis, is now
a part-time faculty member in the
theology department at Boston
College. In 2004 she wrote Wahhabi
Islam: from Revival to Global Jihad, also
published by Oxford, and produced,
as she noted, with the encouragement
of Esposito, with whom she had
coauthored an edition of one his
earlier tomes, Women in Muslim Family
Law (Syracuse, 2002).
Further,
DeLong-Bas
acknowledged
the
assistance of three prominent Saudis
in writing her Wahhabi apologia: Prince
Faisal Bin Salman, whose title she left
unmentioned; Abdallah S. al-Uthaymin,
son of a Wahhabi cleric; and Fahd
as-Semmari, director of the King Abd
Al-Aziz Foundation for Research and
Archives, in Riyadh, for which she
expressed thanks for financial support.

Here the Esposito method was laid
bare: thanks to his sponsorship, Saudi
money subsidized a U.S. academic
product intended to ameliorate the
image of Wahhabism, the most extreme
fundamentalist interpretation of Islam
in modern times, and the inspirer of
so-called ‘Salafi’ radicals, from the
Muslim Brotherhood through the South
Asian jihadist movement founded by
Abul Ala Mawdudi to al-Qaeda. In the
mind of DeLong-Bas, Wahhabism, as
noted in a review of the book, could
be considered ‘peaceful, traditional,
spiritual, and even feminist.’
DeLong-Bas outdid herself, however,
in an interview with the Saudi-owned
pan-Arab newspaper al-Sharq al-Awsat
on December 21, 2006. Therein she
denied that Wahhabism was extreme;
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that Muslim Brotherhood founder
Hassan al-Banna and the movement’s
foremost ideologue, Sayyid Qutb, were
jihadists; and, most incredibly, that
there was evidence for the involvement
of the then-living Osama bin Laden in
the 9/11 attacks.
Next among Esposito’s prominent
female disciples came Hadia Mubarak,
a researcher at CMCU, who arrived
there via a post as national president
of the Muslim Students Association
(MSA) of the U.S. and Canada and as
a board member of CAIR, two leading
components of the ‘Wahhabi lobby’
in the U.S. She had received her B.A.
from Florida State University and was
accepted at Georgetown for graduate
work. There she became inveigled
in an unsuccessful but nonetheless
disreputable effort to transfer $325,000
to ACMCU from the Organization for
the Islamic Conference (OIC), a fiftyseven-member international body
created in 1969 to ‘protect’ the Muslim
holy sites in Jerusalem from Israel.
Mubarak then went to work for the
Gallup Poll’s Muslim World Project.
At Gallup, Mubarak joined another
Esposito protégée, Dalia Mogahed.
Born in Egypt and possessor of an
MBA from the University of Pittsburgh,
Mogahed was Esposito’s coauthor in
what may have been his most successful
— and certainly his most widelycited — book, Who Speaks For Islam?:
What a Billion Muslims Really Think,
published in 2008 by Gallup Press.
As Robert Satloff, executive director
of the Washington Institute for Near
East Policy (WINEP), described the
volume, Esposito and Mogahed claimed
that ‘‘everyday Muslims’ are so similar
to ordinary Americans that ‘conflict
between the Muslim and Western
communities is far from inevitable.’
Satloff continued:
Similar arguments have been made
before; some of this is true, some is
rubbish, much is irrelevant[.] ... The
question often revolves around a
disputed data point: Of the world’s 1.3
billion Muslims, how many are radicals?
... The book draws on a mammoth,
six-year effort to poll and interview tens
of thousands of Muslims in more than
35 countries with Muslim majorities
or substantial minorities[.] ... The
answer to that all-important question,
the authors say, is 7 percent[.] ... The
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crossword No. 68

Across Clues
1. A village in Portugal; a place of pilgrimage
(6)
4. To please greatly (7)
9. Of little importance (7)
10. Seasoned meat stuffed into casing (7)
11. Eldest son of Isaac (4)
12. Novices in religious orders (9)
14. Par (7)
15. A Hebrew prophet of the 6th century BC;
26th book of the Old Testament (7)
17. Tents used by North American Indians (7)
18. First spaceman (7)
19. Immoral (9)
22. Indian city; site of the Taj Mahal (4)
24. He delivers mail (7)
25. Writes down (7)
26. Becomes more mild or amenable (7)
27. A title applied to Gautama Siddhartha (6)
Down Clues
2. Inhabitants of an island formerly known as
Formosa (9)
3. Chief (4)
4. Dance hall (5)
5. Largest lake in the British Isles (5,5)
6. Corruption (5)

determination, democracy and human
rights.
In another, signed with Dalia
Mogahed, we find:
Old habits die hard[.] ... Clinging
to a failed narrative and the threat
of a hostile Islamist takeover, risks
succumbing to the temptation to
‘encourage’ or influence a specific
outcome in Arab elections which will
validate the concerns of Egyptians and
others in the Arab world.

7. Either of two books of the New Testament
(13)
8. Embarrassing mistakes (8)
9. Painting by Leonardo Da Vinci (3,4,6)
13. One under instruction prior to baptism
(10)
15. Aubergine (8)
16. Watered land (9)
20. Frame for supporting blackboard (5)
21. Monetary units (5)
23. The westernmost of the Aleutian Islands
(4)
SO LUTIO N TO CRO SSWO RD NO . 67
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not-so-hidden purpose of this book is
to blur any difference between average
Muslims around the world and average
Americans, and the authors rise to the
occasion at every turn.
Satloff noted that at a WINEP event
hosted for Mogahed, she admitted that
‘[t]he book is a book about the modern
Muslim world that used its polling to
inform its analysis. So that’s important:
It’s meant for a general audience,
and it’s not meant to be a polling
report.’ Mogahed is also known for her
lighthearted treatment of Islamic law
as protective of women, among other
adventures in the company of extremists.
These slippery methods, inculcated
by Esposito in his three female acolytes,
exemplify, as much as his own signed
work, the outlook Esposito has adopted
and pursued throughout his career. In
a remarkably candid 2005 interview
with him in a periodical, The Muslim
Weekly, the paper’s writer, Scott Jaschik,
noted Esposito’s repellent cynicism:
Esposito’s career took off after the
Shah of Iran fell in 1979, and everyone
could see the power of political Islam.
‘I owe my Lexus and my career to
the Ayatollah Khomeini,’ he tells his
students at Georgetown.
Jaschik further wrote:
It is an article of faith to many policy
makers...that Hamas, Hezbollah, and
the Muslim Brotherhood are terrorist
groups who should be denied any role
in political discussions or civil society.
Esposito — while condemning suicide
bombings and attacks on civilians as
‘immoral’ — says these groups cannot be
written off.
During the recent upheavals in
the Middle East, when one would
expect Esposito, as an expert on Islam
and revolution, to be at the forefront
of advocacy for change in countries
where dictatorships had used Islam
as a cover for political oppression, the
Georgetown professor was and has been
uncharacteristically quiet, limiting his
comments to vague, perfunctory blog
articles loaded with stereotypes. In one,
co-authored with yet another CMCU
researcher, Sheila Lalwani, we read:
Policymakers must move beyond
policies that equated protection of
national interests with the stability and
security of regimes and were driven
more by fear of the unknown than
support for Western principles of self-

That’s the real Esposito, even if
somewhat watered down: discounting
the threat of radical Islam even as it
makes a flamboyant entry, particularly
in the Egyptian Revolution.
Yes,
indeed, old habits do die hard. On that
point, there can be no disagreement
with John Louis Esposito.
STEPHEN SCHWARTZ is executive director of the
Center for Islamic Pluralism. He wrote this article
for Campus Watch, a project of the Middle East
Forum. Reprinted with permission.
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Edging

towards the

Brink

Will Israel attack Iran’s nuclear capabilities? How will it go about it?
What will be the consequences?

IF ISRAEL ATTACKS IRAN
By Bahukutumbi Raman
‘psywar’ has b een
mounted from
Israel regarding the
s t r o n g l i ke l i h o o d
and imminence of
an attack on Iran’s
nuclear enrichment
capabilities should the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) in
Vienna report – as it is widely expected
to – that Iran has repaired the damage
suffered by the computer network of
its enrichment complex as a result of
a virus (Stuxnet) allegedly planted by
the Israeli intelligence, and has resumed
its enrichment operations with the
objective of acquiring weapons grade
enrichment capability.
Such a report would mean that
Israel’s sabotage operations to paralyse
the enrichment facilities on which it
was relying as an alternative to direct
military strikes have failed to produce
the desired results, leaving it with no
other option but direct military strikes
to destroy the enrichment facilities that
Iran has built up.
Should Israel undertake a military
strike, and if so, when? This question is
being debated now in Israeli political,
military and intelligence circles. It is
apparent that any Israeli military strike
may have to be unilateral because
the West – including including the
US – is not prepared to support
a military strike. They feel that
paralysing sanctions should be given
an opportunity to force Iran to see
reason and make Iran give up its plans
for achieving a capability for weapons
grade enrichment.
5. Israel’s faith in sanctions and
sabotage as options to neutralise Iran’s
capabilities has weakened and there is
growing conviction in Israeli political,
military and intelligence circles that the
time for a direct military strike against
Iran has arrived. If Israel does not act

before the end of November, the onset
of winter and the heavy cloud cover
during winter may make precise missile
strikes difficult.
Political and diplomatic pressure
from the US and other Western
countries is unlikely to have any impact
on Israeli decision-making which will
be influenced purely by the assessment
of the military and the intelligence
agencies regarding the likelihood of
success of a military operation.
Success means success in destroying
Iran’s enrichment capabilities and
success in destroying Iran’s capability
for retaliation against Israel. When
Israeli aircraft bombed Iraq’s Osirak
reactor under construction with French
assistance in June,1981, the dangers
of a retaliatory strike by Iraq against
Israel were not a worrisome factor in
the planning. It was known that Iraq did
not have such a capability.
Iran has a strong retaliatory
capability against Israel in the
form of its missiles. Its Air Force is
facing problems due to the reported
unserviceability of many of its planes
because of the sanctions. It, therefore,
plans to rely on its missiles for a
retaliatory strike on Israel. The Israeli
forces will, therefore, either have
to destroy the Iranian retaliatory
capability in advance before attacking
the nuclear facilities, or attack the two
simultaneously.
The final decision on a military strike
against Iran’s nuclear facilities will
depend on the confidence of the Israeli
military and intelligence leadership
that it can destroy Iran’s retaliatory
capability through a pre-emptive strike.
While serving officers of the Israeli
intelligence seem to be confident
that a neutralisation of Iran’s nuclear
facilities and retaliatory capability will
be do-able, some retired officers of the
Israeli intelligence such as Meir Dagan,

former head of the Mossad, the Israeli
external intelligence agency, and Yuval
Diskin, former head of the Shin Bet,
the security agency, have expressed
misgivings on this. They have advised
the Government against any adventurist
impulses.
If Israel succeeds in destroying
Iran’s nuclear facilities and retaliatory
capability, Teheran will have two
options – block the Strait of Hormuz
thereby creating serious dislocations
in oil supply, or undertake a long-term
sabotage operation directed against the
West without affecting the oil supply.
Blockage of the Strait of Hormuz
will have an impact not only on the
global economy, but also on Iran’s own
economy at a time when its economy is
already facing serious difficulties due
to the economic sanctions. Success of
a long-term sabotage operation will
be doubtful since Iran is unlikely to
enjoy the ground solidarity of the
Sunni world. The Sunni countries are
as worried as Israel over Iran’s nuclear
aspirations. They will condemn Israeli
military strikes, but will not do anything
in support of Iran beyond that.
In view of what has been stated
above, if Israel succeeds in neutralising
Iran’s nuclear facilities and retaliatory
capability, Iran may decide that it has
no other option but to gulp it and keep
sulking---- as Saddam Hussein did post1981.
If an Israeli military strike is
successful, the consequences for the
region and the global economy may not
be serious. If it is not successful, the
consequences could be far-reaching.
The writer is Additional Secretary (retd), Cabinet
Secretariat, Govt. of India, New Delhi, and, presently, Director, Institute For Topical Studies,
Chennai, and Associate of the Chennai Centre For
China Studies. seventyone2@gmail.com Twitter: @
SORBONNE75 ). Reprinted with permission.
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Follow the Magi –>

The Seven
g reat ‘o’ antipho ns

C

HRISTMAS was a feast much beloved of
our Catholic forebears. It heralds salvation
for mankind, and gives meaning finally to
tenderness as well as suffering. Among many
pre-reformation Catholic writers, Wulfstan the
anglo-saxon Benedictine monk who was Archbishop
of York and died in 1023 A.D. expresses the wonder
of Christmas, and the Incarnation: ‘Christ made
himself wonderfully humble ... when he was a child
they fed him just as other children are fed. He lay
wrapped, in a cradle, just as other children do, and
they carried him until he could walk . . .’. The Great
‘O’s are offered to Annals readers in the hope that
their sentiments and music will bring Christmas
truly into our hearts this 2002nd anniversary
of Christ’s birth. Wulfstan sang them, as did St.
Thomas a Beckett and St. Thomas More. They are
part of our heritage as Catholics.

December 17
O Wisdom

What they are
For the seven days before the vigil of Christmas
[December 17 to 23] all priests say [and monks and
nuns sing] special antiphons before and after the
Magnificat during the evening office of vespers. Each
antiphon begins with ‘0’, and contains prayers and
sentiments drawn from the Old and New Testaments
referring to the hope for the coming of the Messiah.

December 18
O Adonai

Their origin
Originally of course they were in Latin, and four
of the prayers [0 Sapientia - 0 Wisdom; 0 Radix
Jesse - O Root of Jesse; 0 Emmanuel, and 0 Clavis
David - 0 David’s Key] are found prefigured in a
work by Pope Damasus [366-384 A.D.]. We find St.
Ambrose of Milan [339-397 A.D.] also referring to
Jesus as David’s Key in his Concerning the Institution
of Virginity. The same phrase was used in the ancient
Roman Pontifical or Mass Book, during the Mass
for the consecration of a King. The Antiphons were
always seven in number, and are first found in their
present form in the 8th century A.D. although some
scholars attribute them to the 7th century.
Artwork: the late incomparable Hal English, RIP.
Transcription of Gregorian Chant: John Colborne-Veel
Text and English translation of Antiphons: Paul Stenhouse

Ann als Austr al asia 31 November/december 2008

<– Follow the Magi
107160 Annals Nov-Dec 2011.indb 31

7/12/11 2:33 PM

Follow the Magi –>

How they were sung
The music, despite the modern notation, is the
ancient Church chant called ‘Gregorian’ after Pope
St Gregory the Great [590-604 A.D.]. During the
singing of Vespers in the evening Office of the seven
days preceding the Vigil Mass of Christmas, the
singing of the Great ‘O’s, as they were called, was
reserved to various dignitaries in Monasteries and
Cathedral Chapters. Thus, the first [0 Sapientia - 0
Wisdom] would be sung by the Abbot or Bishop, the
second [0 Adonai - 0 Lord] by the Prior; the third [
0 Radix Jesse - 0 Root of Jesse] by the Doorkeeper,
the fifth by the Cellarer and so on until the last
evening. The monastery church or cathedral would
have been packed for the Vespers and the Singing of
the Great ‘O’s. The atmosphere of expectancy proper
to Advent was heightened by the singing and colour
that accompanied the traditional Latin Vespers, and
is still to be found in monasteries where the Divine
Office is sung.

At the conclusion*

December 19
O Root of Jesse

December 20
O David’s Key

Each of the Antiphons concludes thus: ‘You who
live and reign with God the Father in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, forever and ever. Amen.’ This is sung
in a monotone using the note F for all the syllables
until the words ‘ forever and ever’ for which the
notes have been provided below. In the music, at
the end of each ‘0’ antiphon, the final note with, an
asterisk, is F. In singing the chant, it is important for
the music to flow with the words and for that reason
there are no bar lines.

Christmas banned!
Christmas was not a holiday in Communist
countries, and Christmas is not celebrated in
Muslim countries. The fairly general observance
of this Catholic Feast in the West is all the more
remarkable when we recall that in Britain in the
1600s it was banned! It was declared a fast day by
Act of Parliament to stop the people from celebrating
it; even eating plum puddings was forbidden! After
the Restoration ‘Yuletide’ was called ‘Foolstide’ and
in the early days of the United States the Feast was
forbidden by law. Modern paganism seems intent,
today, on reducing the Religious Feast to a time of
merrymaking and holidays, without much reference
to the birthday of Jesus Christ.

Secret message of the Great ‘O’s
The singing of the 0 Antiphons was eagerly
awaited each Christmas from early mediaeval times
right up to the present century, when the liturgy was
still exclusively in Latin. When the final antiphon
has been sung on the Christmas Vigil, the initials of
each prayer, in inverse order, form an acrostic. Thus
(reading backwards): 0 Emmanuel, 0 Rex Gentium,
0 Oriens, 0 Clavis David, 0 Radix Jesse, 0 Adonai,
0 Sapientia form the words, in Latin, ERO CRAS - “I
shall come tomorrow”. This acrostic was interpreted
by the faithful down through the Middle Ages as
our Lord’s response to the prayers that were offered
during the preceding seven days.
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B

EHOLD the father is
his daughter’s son,
The bird that built the nest
is hatched therein,
The old of years
an hour hath not outrun,
Eternal life
to live doth now begin,
The Word is dumb,
the mirth of heaven doth weep,
Might feeble is,
and force doth faintly creep.
O dying souls,
behold your living spring;
O dazzled eyes,
behold your sun of grace;
Dull ears, attend what word
this Word doth bring;
Up heavy hearts,
with joy your joy embrace.
From death, from dark,
from deafness, from despairs,
This life, this light,
this Word, this joy repairs.
Gift better than himself
God doth not know;
Gift better than his God
no man can see.
This gift doth here
the giver given bestow;
Gift to this gift
let each receiver be.
God is my gift,
himself he freely gave me;
God’s gift am I,
and none but God shall have me.
Man altered was by sin
from man to beast;
Beast’s food is hay,
hay is all mortal flesh.
Now God is flesh
and lies in manger pressed
As hay,
the brutest sinner to refresh.
O happy field
wherein this fodder grew,
Whose taste doth us
from beasts to men renew.

December 21
O Morning Star

Follow the Magi –>

Follow the Magi –>

The Nativity
Of Christ

December 22
O King of Nations

December 23
O Emmanuel

– Saint Robert Southwell (1561-1595). A native of
Norfolk, Robert was educated by the Jesuits at Douai
and Paris and entered the Jesuits in 1580. After working
as a priest in England for 8 years, he was betrayed by
Anne Bellamy, daughter of Richard Bellamy of Harrow.
He was hanged, drawn and quartered as a traitor in
1595. He was canonized in 1929.
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NNALS Australasia offers the Great ‘O’s in an English form, and with
musical notation more easily sung by modern-day Catholics, in the
hope that families or parish groups or school choirs may be able to join
in the choral Preparation for Christmas in the traditional Catholic manner: A
suggested format for the preparation, drawn from the Roman Breviary, is as
follows:

Family/Parish/Group
Preparation For Christmas
All: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Leader: 0 God, come to our aid.
All: 0 Lord, make haste to help us.
Glory by to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be. Amen.
Reading: (From St Paul’s letter to Philemon) Rejoice in the Lord always;
again I will say, rejoice. let all men know your forebearance. The Lord is at
hand.

Leader: Let your face shine on us and we shall be safe.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.

All: Come to us and save us, Lord God Almighty.
Antiphon (depending on the day)

Magnificat: recited by all.
Intercessions:
Leader: The Son of God is coming with great power;
All mankind shall see his face and be reborn.

Response: Come Lord Jesus, do not delay!
All: You will bring us wisdom, fresh understanding and new Vision.
Response: Come Lord Jesus, do not delay!
All: You will bring us good news and power which will transform our lives.
Response: Come Lord Jesus, do not delay!
All: You will bring us Truth, showing us the way to your Father.
Response: Come Lord Jesus, do not delay!
All: Born of a woman, you will open in our flesh the way to eternal life and joy.
Response: Come Lord Jesus, do not delay!
All: Our Father, etc.

Magnificat
Song of Blessed Mary
the Virgin

M

Y soul proclaims
the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God
my Saviour;
for he has looked with favour
on his lowly servant,
and from this day on
all generations will call me
blessed.
The Almighty as done
great things for me;
holy is his Name.
He has mercy on those
who fear him
in every generation.
He has shown
the strength of his arm,
he has scattered the proud
in their conceit.
He has cast down the mighty
from their thrones,
and has lifted up the lowly.
He has filled the hungry
with good things,
and has sent
the rich away empty.
He has come to the aid
of his servant Israel
for he has remembered
his promise of mercy,
the promise he made
to our fathers,
to Abraham and his children
for ever.

Prayer: Father, by your will your Son took upon himself that human
nature which you fashioned and redeemed. Grant that the Word who took
flesh in the womb of the ever-Virgin Mary and became a man like us, may
share with us his Godhead. We make our prayer through our Lord Jesus
Christ. Amen.
Follow the Magi –>
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ance Millar’s book Bridging
the Gaps between Families and
Schools
is
a
thought
provoking and
practical guide
to best practice
for parents
and school
personnel
looking to work
together in
providing the
b est possible
education for
the children in
their care.
The book consists of chapters on
holistic development of children, teacher
views on parents in relation to a school
and school as learning community. Later
sections contain wonderful snapshots
of effective relationships in action in a
variety of Australian settings.
Nance’s book focuses on the
realization of the role of the parent
as primary educator, as a central
element to the building of an effective
learning community. Bridging the Gaps
provides examples of strategies to build
relationships between parents and
school teachers and leaders.
Drawing on her experiences as a
pastoral guidance worker and researcher
in Catholic education, Nance cleverly
pulls together ideas that work on parent
body, primary, secondary and system
of schools levels. The inclusion of case
studies involving indigenous parents
and students is typical of the inclusive
approach of the author.
Nance Millar’s book is a rich
collection of proven practical models
for parental engagement drawn from
extensive research. It is a great resource
for school leaders and parents keen
to share in the task of building better
school communities.
— Michael Egan, Principal, De La Salle College
Caringbah, NSW.

Bridging the Gaps Between Families
and Schools is not only an outstanding
contribution to the literature on parental
involvement in the education process.
It walks the talk by giving the blueprint
of how even those with little experience
in education can become involved in a
meaningful way.
This book is not Catholic specific and
can be used as a guide by all schools
and parents to achieve what we all
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desire: the best possible results for all
children both educationally and socially.
There is still a large gap between the
educational achievement of Aboriginal
students and other students. The
inclusion of the Indigenous chapter
acknowledges this as well as outlining
ways with the involvement of Aboriginal
parents, caregivers, and school staff this
gap can be closed.
— Frank Pearce, State Coordinator of
Aboriginal Education for NSW Catholic Education
Commission (CEC).

Bridging the Gaps between Families and
Schools by Nance Millar reinforces the
value of a strong school community,
where parents and teachers work

together to achieve the best for the
school and pupils.
The book focuses on partnerships
in the school community which when
used to their full potential benefit the
whole community. I would recommend
this book to all primary school parents
because I believe this is where the
strong community participation begins.
Bridging the Gaps between Families and
Schools gives great examples of how the
school community has worked together
to benefit pupils and community.
— Caroline Patman, parent

Bridging the Gaps is published by St Paul’s
Publications [02-9394 3400] and is available from
St Paul’s Bookshop in your Capital city. rrp $24.95.
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Catholic Culture
Rectors and Vicars, and the fate of Whymondham Abbey

Catho lic Histo ry revealed
in a No rfo lk churchyard
By Kevin Hilferty
hen the writer
Norfolk is the easternmost county of But in Victorian times these were an
B i l l B r y s o n England and has 650 mediaeval churches important part of a middle-class house.
The two-story rectory was designed
moved with his – more per square mile than anywhere
f a m i l y i n t o a else in the world. Almost every field in in l851 and built for a bachelor
former Anglican Bryson’s rural parish has turned up clergyman, the Reverend Thomas
r e c t o r y i n a evidence of human habitation: Neolithic Marsham, aged 29. He had an annual
Norfolk village, tools, Bronze Age graves, Roman coins income of 500 pounds when the average
annual income in England at the time
he was puzzled as to why the nearby and pottery and Viking farms.
ancient flint parish church seemed to
Bryson uses this fascinating was 20 pounds. It doesn’t appear to
have settled into the earth on which it information in the introduction to his have been a particularly well-thought
was built.
most recent book: At Home: A Short out design but Marsham would have
So when a friend, a retired County History of Private Life (Transworld been comfortable and well looked after
Archeologist for Norfolk, came to visit Publishers, paperback, $24.95). It by his three servants: a housekeeper, a
he sought an explanation.
hooked me into reading the rest of his village girl under-servant and a groomThe answer was simple: burials in the book. Rather than looking at history gardener. Married rectors and vicars
churchyard had raised the earth around through accounts of battles and the lives would have had more servants. Bryson
the church to about a metre above the of great men, he uses his rectory to tell expands on the place and duties of
level of its foundations.
the history of the development of its servants over the years; life can’t have
been pleasant for them.
“How many people would you rooms into what is familiar to us today.
He describes the difference between
think have been buried here?” the
It is not just the architecture: in the
archeologist asked. When Bryson said chapter on the kitchen he tells how rectors and vicars – terms dating back
“perhaps 250” the archeologist said this bread and other foods were made and to before the Reformation. The rector
was a considerable under-estimate.
preserved over the years, how diets was senior, the vicar (the Latin term,
The church, he explained, was older changed and how and how food safety vicarious, meaning a surrogate) but by
than Notre Dame de Paris and about the regulations came into being — and not Marsham’s time the difference had faded
same vintage as Chartres and Salisbury before time, it seems. Who today has away.
A Victorian clergyman’s pay packet
Cathedrals – about 1000 years old. ever seen a scullery — or heard of one?
came not from the
With an average parish
church but from
population over the
rents and tithes paid
years of about 250
by tenants on church
people, there would
lands. A rector got
have
been
some
great tithes from
20,000 burials in the
crops like wheat
churchyard since it was
and barley; a vicar
established.
got small tithes
Looking
across
from vegetables. So
the
flat
Norfolk
rectors tended to be
countryside,
he
wealthier than vicars.
could see the pile of
This
explains
Whymondham Abbey
why clergymen were
to the south and the
considered
good
towers of perhaps
marriage prospects
a
dozen
parish
by novelists like Jane
churches. In their
Austen, the daughter
churchyards 250,000
of a Hampshire
people would have
Whymondham Abbey, Norfolk, now an Anglican parish church.
rector.
been buried.
The square western tower is at left while the ruined octagonal tower is on the right.
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It is hard to compare the clergy pay in
Marsham’s time to the present but one
calculation puts Marsham’s 500 pounds
a year at some hundreds of thousands of
pounds.
Some rectors and vicars used their
wealth to develop an outstanding range
of careers: a Yorkshire vicar became
an authority on linguistics, another
Yorkshire vicar, Laurence Stern became
a popular novelist (he wrote The Life
and Opinions of Tristam Shandy,
Gentleman), a Leicestershire rural rector
invented the power loom which sparked
the industrial revolution, in Devon the
Reverend Jack Russell bred the terrier
which bears his name, in Oxford another
vicar wrote the first description of
dinosaurs. And there were many more.
All this came to an end after the
breakup of some clerical estates and a
crash in land revenues after a rural
slump in late Victorian times.
Bryson is an engaging and humorous
writer and this book is among his best.
An American, he first came to England
in 1973, married an English nurse and
became a journalist in northern England.
He returned to America with his wife
and their four children and wrote a
series of popular travel books (including
one on Australia) and books on words
and their usage.
He and his family returned to
England some years ago where
Bryson is regarded as a living national
treasure: he is currently Chancellor of
Durham University and President of the
Campaign to Protect Rural England.
Bryson mentions Whymondham
Abbey in passing but its story is
worth telling here. It started life as
a Benedictine Priory but it now the
Anglican parish church of Whymondham
(pronounced Windham).
It was founded in 1107 by a Norfolk
landowner, William d’Aubigny, Chief
Butler to King Henry I. The Priory and
church were completed by 1130 on a
grand scale with tall towers and the
monastic buildings were located just
to the south. Stone for the facing was
shipped across the English Channel from
Caen in Normandy.
The Priory was established as a
dependency of the great Benedictine
Abbey at St Albans, about 30km north
east of London. St Albans, originally a
Roman city called Veralumium, was the
site of the first martyrdom in Britain.

The Book of Genesis

Michael Fallon, msc
Knowing what kind of literature that we find in the book of
Genesis is crucial to our knowing how to read this inspired
work. This is important today because wrongly think that
God could not inspire poetry, drama and saga.
246 pages
$25

A Priestly Kingdom and a
Holy Nation

Michael Fallon, msc
Exodus recounts the sage of the Israelites in Egypt and
their flight. Numbers brings them from Sinai to the river
Jordan and the Promised Land. Leviticus depicts the laws
that were handed down over the centuries.
441 pages
$30

The Books of Deuteronomy,
Joshua and Judges

Deuteronomy presents the essence of the religion of the
Israelites. Joshua tells the story of the beginnings and
Judges is various accounts of great tribal leaders before
the monarchy.
355 pages
$30

Order frOm Chevalier Press
PO Box 13, Kensington NSW 2033
Phone: [02] 9662-7894. Fax: [02] 9662-1910
Email: chevalierpress@gmail.com
This was of Alban, a Romano-Briton,
in 297 for giving shelter to a fleeing
Christian. The town was renamed in his
honour.
The Priory was originally dedicated
to the Virgin Mary but after the murder
by agents of King Henry II in 1170 of
the Archbishop of Canterbury Thomas
Becket, his name was added to the
dedication.
The original Norman central tower
was rebuilt about 1346 as a tall
octagonal tower, now ruined, which
housed the monk’s bells while in 1447
work began on a much taller square west
tower for the people’s bells.
Over the years there were disputes

between the monks and the townspeople
about how to share the large church
between the abbey and the parish. While
these were temporarily settled by a
ruling by Pope Innocent IV in 1239, they
continued for another two centuries.
The Priory became an Abbey in its
own right, independent of St Albans,
in 1447. When Henry VIII dissolved
the monasteries in 1538 the Abbey was
closed and the monks signed the Act
of Supremacy and were pensioned off.
The last Abbot, Elisha Ferrers, became
Vicar of Whymondham. The monastic
buildings were knocked down and the
stone sold off and the Abbey church was
partly demolished.
Henry kept the Abbey for ten years
and installed John Flowerdew as his
agent. Under him, much of the church
was destroyed including part of it which
the townspeople had raised money to buy
from the King and retain for their parish.
Flowerdew’s behaviour together
with resentment against religious policy
and the enclosure of common land
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DONATIONS RECEIVED
FROM 21/01/11 — 10/02/11

Our sincerest thanks to the many subscribers to
Annals Australia, who very generously send a small donation
along with their annual renewal – this assists in defraying the
heavy costs incurred in producing our magazine.
– Editor, Annals
2122
2035
2118
3188
6109
7010
2031
2112
2207
2261
3126
2097
2233
2176
2899
2137
2216
2560
2046
2101
2160
2024
2125
3356
2137
2071
2028
2780
2155
2153
2119
2261
2605
2725
4860
2571
2148
2261
2067
4053
6324

MRS M HO
17
MISS MOYA O’KEEFE
12
MR JOSEPH BOU-ABDOU
17
MR & MRS C KINSEY
7
MR & MRS J O’DONNELL
17
MR T M DEMPSEY
24
MRS B BACK
17
MRS ANN-MAREE LAWRENCE
17
MR PAUL F CULLEN
37
DR F J MINOGUE
67
MR F SHELTON
67
MR & MRS J WYNEN
50
MR P MCDOUGALL
17
RICHARD J CAVALLARO
53
MR M HEHIR
17
MR K BURGESS
10
CHRISTOPHER & MARGARET CHEE 10
MRS L KENDRICK
7
MRS J CULLEN
24
MRS ROBYN SPEED
17
GARRY & MARIE GLEESON
37
MR PETER CARROLL
30
FR HUGO BOURKE O.F.M.
100
CATHERINE BENNETT
24
MR GREG WALKER
33
ERIC & SHIRLEY VAUGHAN
14
MRS B P SULLIVAN
24
B J IRELAND
20
Anonymous
167
MRS K HARDING
26
MR A BUDA
30
MR P SAMBUCO
117
MRS JUNE MAHER
67
MS M GELLATLY
10
MRS A HOLT
7
THE LIBRARIAN
33
YVES KERVROEDAN
26
MISS MARY BUCK
25
J VERHOEVEN
24
MRS KATHY PETKOVIC
7
MR LLOYD A EICKENLOFF
7
MISS ANNE ENRIGHT
10

2110
3350
2607
4005
4488
2137
2086
2062
2125
2047
2071
2130
2560
2560
3130
2773
2007
2077
2750
2031
2145
2520
3220
3149
4497
4034
5043
5108
2260
3352
2192
2795
2100
3130
2043
2138
2209
2777
3044
2611

MRS J CONLAN
DR G MANGAN
MR & MRS J McCARTHY
JUDGE A J HEALY
MR P LAMERAND
MR K MCGRATH
MRS C ELLAM
MR R J BAILEY
MR J MORGAN
MRS E FERNON
MR & MRS F BRADY
THE FRANCISCAN FATHERS
MR MICHAEL PETERS
MR HARRY PETERS
MR P DEMPSEY
J BARRETT
MISS A BRADY
L J DE SOUZA
MR & MRS V A HOLMICK
MISS R M CARROLL
MRS MADGE MIRANDA
MR MICHAEL CAMPBELL
MR M S MCDONALD
MR J A GILL
MRS M PAGAN
MRS S M PROWSE
MR M J O’DONOGHUE
MRS M GILLARD
MRS M HALL
MR J D CALLANAN
MR FOUAD EL-KHOURY
MR & MRS W FOGARTY
MARK J O’BRAY
MRS FRANCISKA BUTINAR
MRS MARY O’DEA
MR & MRS A MCGRATH
MRS M WEEKS
ST THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
EMMA PRALL
MRS J A BROWN

TOTAL:

4
100
17
17
27
14
34
21
89.5
34
17
102
34
33
34
8
33
34
23
20
7
100
17
17
7
17
12
17
67
7
17
7
10
4
24
17
67
99
67
17

$2634.5

Please assist us by introducing Annals to relatives and friends.
We need your support and we need new subscribers.
Annals has the answer! Try it.

contributed to fomenting a rebellion
against the Tudors.
This broke out in 1549 and is known
as the Kett Rebellion after its leader,
Robert Kett. He was a tanner who
prospered and bought the Manor of
Whymondham.
Although Henry VIII had banned
devotion to St Thomas Beckett, the
people of Whymondham celebrated the
Saint’s life on July 6 and their anger
erupted in violence. They started ripping
down enclosures in a nearby village
before marching to John Flowerdew’s
estate. Flowerdew bribed the people into
ripping down the enclosures of Kett but
this backfired when Kett joined them
in ripping down his own fences then
led the people to Flowerdew’s property
where they destroyed his enclosures.
On July 9 Kett led the people to
the principal city of Norfolk, Norwich
where they were joined b y people from
other districts and eventually numbered
15,000 and took control.
Kett petitioned the boy-king, Edward
VI, son of Henry and Jane Seymour,
demanding he right their injustices but
he sent 1500 men to quash the rising.
Kett’s people defeated them so the king
sent an army of 14,000 under the Earl
of Warwick to deal with the rebels. The
people fought well against these heavy
odds but were eventually overwhelmed.
Some of the leaders were promptly
hanged and Kett and his brother William
were taken to the Tower of London
where they were charged with High
Treason and tortured. In December
Robert Kett was taken to Norwich Castle
and hanged from the Castle walls, his
death being prolonged for three days
as an example to the people of the
city. William Kent was taken back to
Whymondham and hanged in a similar
fashion from the west tower of the
Abbey.
The Abbey church is now
Whymondham’s Anglican parish church
of the Virgin Mary and St Thomas of
Canterbury. The church is 70m long —
half the size of the original Benedictine
building but the ruined octagonal tower
still stands as does the square west
tower.
Sydney Journalist Kevin Hilferty became interested
in English Catholic history when based in London
as correspondent for an Australian media group. He
regularly writes for Annals.
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Book Review
Sharing wisdom accrued over a long journey of reading

Curio user and Curio user!
by Jordan Grantham
earranging
one’s bookshelves
is an exercise in
self knowledge. The
departments of a
reader’s personality
can be seen in
his or her books. Mutually enriching
books soon sit together in cliquey
bundles. If done infrequently, a change
in interests can be quite clear. Maybe
these three should sit together quite by
themselves…
• Fr. Stenhouse’s Almanac is an
unassuming,
pocket
friendly
book, which smacks of genius in
compilation and derivation. For fans
of Annals Australasia it is very much
heaven between covers.
• The Commonplace Book of Monsignor
A.N. Gilbey, as an act of providence,
was found in Vinnies. Monsignor
Gilbey is the archetypal English
university chaplain, to Cambridge

Annals Almanac of Catholic
Curiosities : by Paul S tenhouse;
Chevalier Press, Kensington, 1992.
Thank God I’m an Atheist: by R .
Brasch; Collins Publishers, S ydney,
1987. The Commonplace Book of
Monsignor A.N. Gilbey: edited by
Glenys R oberts; Bellew, L ondon,
1993.
specifically and probably the best
known priest in England of the last
century.
• Thank God I’m an Atheist by Rudolph
Brasch, a Rabbi and former Chief
Minister at Emmanuel Temple was
given to me by an expansionistatheist employer of mine. I’d
normally not recommend judging
a book by its cover but even
that would have been helpfulthe subtitle “religious origins
of expressions, customs and

“When you pray,
go to your inner room”

I

n th ose who have entered into the unity of the divine inner life,
everything is one: rest and activity, contemplation and action, silence and
speech, listening and communicating, loving receptiveness, and loving gift
of self in thanksgiving and praise... We need hours of silent listening, when
we allow the divine Word to work in us, until it craves to become fruitful
in the sacrifice of praise and of action. We need the traditional forms and
participation in the set forms of acts of regular worship, so that the inner life
can be awakened and guided and find a suitable expression. The solemn
divine praise must have its homes on earth where it is developed to the
greatest perfection possible to human beings. F rom these it ascends to
heaven for the whole Church and becomes effective in the members of the
Church, quickening their interior life, inviting their participation. But it must
itself be quickened from within even in these places by leaving space for
silence and depth. Otherwise it would degenerate into mere lip-service.
Contemplative houses where souls stand in solitude and silence before
the face of God are a protection against this danger. They wish to be in the
heart of the Church the love that vivifies all.
— Saint Teresa-Benedicta of the Cross [Edith Stein] (1891-1942), Carmelite, martyr,
co-patron of Europe The Prayer of the Church (trans. Darlington Carmel)

institutions,” clearly demonstrated
the title’s intended irony.
Together these books represent
culture enveloped by religion. Doing
so with great scope and a snippetesque
style. Three personal journeys through
our rich cultural inheritance are
presented to inspire and ponder over.
The anecdotal form of the books is an
organic way to encounter the meaning
behind our cultural manifestations, just
as one would hope to occur naturally
in a society not so keen to forget where
it came from. They provide remedies
to anti-religious propaganda and
marginalisation in present day society.
Thank God slightly doesn’t fit with
the other two. Unlike the others it is
organised alphabetically and is based
on an ‘inter-faith’ philosophy. It also
provides fascinating insight into
items of Jewish and Classical Pagan
origin. Medicine, Law and Finance are
explored more so here than in the other
two.
The Almanac includes only the
very striking, focussing on the keenly
surprising and thought provoking.
The relevance of Catholic history is
emphasised, as well as the Saints. The
synthesis of daily life and religion, even
if considered in devotion to the Saints
alone, gives an incredible depth to the
unity of members of the Church and
the richness of daily life.
The Common Place Book resembles to
some extent a course reader. Being of
course, the cream of a lifetime’s reading.
Depth of exploration characterises it in
opposition to the others. Readers are
charmed to discover this was originally
a private birthday present to Mons.
Gilbey, giving a personal glimpse into
the man’s thought. Huge variation in
the size of excerpts distinguishes this
from the others, ranging in excerpts
from thirty pages to two words.
My favourite anecdotes include:
• The letter ‘g’ originally being a
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•
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stylised representation of a camel.
(Thank God)
Pope St Callixtus I was formerly a
slave. (Almanac)
The Devil actually played the ‘Trill
Sonata,’ appearing in a dream to
Tartini. (Thank God)
Regnum Scientiae ut regnum Coeli
non nisi sub persona infantis
intratur - Into the Kingdom of
Knowledge, as into the Kingdom of
Heaven, whoso would enter must
become as a little child. - Francis
Bacon (Commonplace Book)
Modern Mother’s Day is the result
of one woman writing hundreds
of letters to influential people.
(Perhaps we should keep it up?)
(Thank God)
Carthusian Monks invented Cologne,
Chartreuse and introduced the Steel
Industry to the West! (Almanac)
Two-year-olds drinking Port for
health in the 1800s. (Commonplace
Book)
NSW Governors Phillip and (John)
Hunter being ‘canonised’! The
historic Anglican Churches of St
Phillip and St John were named
in their honour by order of a
subsequent Governor [King].
(Almanac)
“How can it be a large career to tell
other people’s children about the
Rule of Three, and a small career
to tell one’s own children about the
universe?” - G.K. Chesterton, On
Housewifery. (Commonplace Book)

Kissing the Bride

L

ike s o many of today’s customs, this practice at weddings is derived
from Catholic tradition. It comes from giving the ‘Pax’ or ‘Kiss of peace’
at the Nuptial Mass. In ancient times the kiss would be given either on
the cheek or on the hand. S ometimes a holy object like a crucifix or a
reliquary would be kissed by the celebrant and then kissed in turn by the
bride and groom, and by all those attending the Mass.
The Custom of kissing the bride at a Nuptial Mass is referred to in the
S alisbury Missal [or Mass Book], a relic from times when E ngland was
Catholic. This was one of the few Missals that survived the depradations
of the reformers who burned, shredded or sold overseas shiploads of
Missals, Antiphonaries, Breviaries and other sacred books used for Mass
or the D ivine Office in Catholic times. The S alisbury Missal, sometimes
called the ‘S arum’ Missal from the L atin name for S alisbury, was drawn
upon by the Protestant reformers when they were composing their various
prayer books.
In that Missal, concerning the giving of the ‘Pax’ at a Nuptial Mass, the
rubric [referring to the Archbishop] prescribes: ‘The Celebrant takes off
the Pallium [the symbol of authority given by the Pope to all Archbishops
with jurisdiction). L et the bride and groom arise. The groom accepts the
Pax from a priest, and taking it to the bride, gives it to her, kissing her:
neither he nor she kissing any other person. Then, immediately, a deacon
or a cleric, taking the Pax from the priest, will give it to the others as is the
custom’.
In pre-R eformation E ngland the kiss of peace was given by the groom to
the bride before H oly Communion, as is the present custom at Mass.
• Mornay sauce was invented by the
saucy French Protestant leader of
the same name. (Almanac)
• Prime Minister of China, Lou TsengTsiang, became a Benedictine Monk.
(Almanac)
• St Athanasius is the Patron Saint of
Truants! (Almanac)
• A man was employed a Royal
Cock Crower in the English Royal
Court. (A tradition in great need of
restoration??) (Almanac)
The few reservations I have to
reading these books are common sense
ones. If over-indulged, they could lead
to a taste for novelty. And there is, as
always, debate regarding some of the
historical claims.

As such, these are popping
celebrations of books, to be sipped,
not swilled. Insight often gives way
to understanding and these are very
wholesome insights indeed.
In an age of specialised knowledge,
with too much to read, these three
books act as platforms to deeper
appreciation. Perhaps they are worthy
projects for more senior Catholics to
emulate, sharing wisdom accrued over a
long journey of reading. Most of all they
give evidence to mature faith, nourished
by good reading.
Jordan Grantham is a student at Campion College :
www.campion.edu.au
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Chesterto n
Was Rig ht
riginally published in 1922, this
astonishingly prescient text [Chesterton,
G. K. Eugenics and Other Evils: An
Argument Against the Scientifically
Organized Society. Edited by Michael W
Perry. Seattle: Inkling Books, 2000] has much to say
about our understanding of genetics then (and now),
and about the mass seduction of pseudoscience.
Chesterton’s was one of the few voices to oppose
eugenics in the early twentieth century. He saw
right through it as fraudulent on every level, and he
predicted where it would lead, with great accuracy.
His critics were legion; they reviled him as reactionary,
ridiculous, ignorant, hysterical, incoherent, and blindly
prejudiced, noting with dismay that ‘his influence in
leading people in the wrong direction is considerable.’
Yet Chesterton was right, and the consensus of scien
tists, political leaders, and the intelligentsia was wrong.
Chesterton lived to see the horrors of Nazi Germany.
This book is worth reading because, in retrospect, it
is clear that Chesterton’s arguments were perfectly
sensible and deserving of an answer, and yet he was
simply shouted down. And because the most repellent
ideas of eugenics are being promoted again in the
twenty-first century, under various guises.
The editor of this edition has included many
quotations from eugenicists of the 1920s, which read
astonishingly like the words of contemporary prophets
of doom. Some things never change including,
unfortunately, the gullibility of press and public. We
human beings don’t like to look back at our past
mistakes. But we should.
— Michael Crichton, Next, Harper, 2007, p.506. Crichton is the author of, among
other works, Jurassic Park, The Andromada Strain, The Lost World.
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Islam

and the

West

Muslim states ... will have to solve their own problems, perhaps with non-military
help and understanding but without Western military intervention.

The Interventio n Mania
by Michael O’Connor
H E N SA D DA M
Hussein’s Iraq
invaded Kuwait
in 1990, the near
simultaneous
collapse of the
Soviet empire
made possible a United Nations’
approved liberation of Kuwait by
American-led largely Western forces.
The almost ritualistic Soviet veto of
such action in the UN Security Council
was replaced by a perhaps grudging
support but, essentially for the first time
since the creation of the world body,
a peace enforcement process became
possible. Of course, it would not have
been possible without at least passive
support from Saudi Arabia whose
ruling class had little love for Saddam
and which feared for itself and the
Sunni rulers of the Gulf States. The
intervention was successful but it also
stimulated an enthusiasm for a more
activist policy of peacemaking on the
part of the UN with the United States as
the muscle end of the policy.
The success of the Kuwait operation
in establishing the UN’s authority
was actually bolstered by the muchcriticised American refusal to push
on and put an end to Saddam’s
brutal regime. It made the point that
military force should normally be
used with restraint to achieve limited
and strategically valid objectives.
The American government of George
Bush senior was clever. Getting rid
of Saddam would have destroyed the
buffer between Shia-dominated Iran
and the largely Sunni states of the
Arabian Peninsula. George Bush junior’s
Iraq adventure launched in 2003 was
justified in public by a range of dubious
claims but the outcome, a nominally
democratic but highly corrupt and
violent regime that has been unable

to put an end to communal warfare, is
arguably no better than Saddam’s but
which is both unable and unwilling to
provide the buffer against Iran.
Incidentally, the abuse levelled
against the intervention on the alleged
grounds that it was all about protecting
oil supplies has been shown to be the
nonsense it always was. While the rare
oil supply restrictions have an effect
on the price of oil, the West generally
does not suffer from shortages as it
did in 1974. Those who do suffer are
the poorer countries of the developing
world.
Enthused by its apparent success in
Kuwait and in the absence of Soviet
vetos, the UN spent much of the 1990s
engaged in a series of peacekeeping

Islamic L aw
and Jihad

T

he l ogic of Islamic
law, however, does not
recognize the permanent
existence of any other polity
outside Islam. In time, in the
Muslim view, all mankind will
accept Islam or submit to
Islamic rule. In the meantime,
it is a religious duty of Muslims
to struggle until this end is
accomplished. The name given
by the Muslim jurists to this
struggle is jihad, an Arabic word
meaning effort or striving. One
who performs this duty is called
mujahid. The word occurs
several times in the Qur’an
in the sense of making war
against the unbelievers.
— The Muslim D iscovery of Europe,
Bernard L ewis, W.W.Norton & Company,
New York, 1982, p.61

operations in such disrupted countries
as Cambodia, Somalia, Rwanda, East
Timor and the various parts of a
fractured Yugoslavia. In every case, the
conflict that was to be settled was an
internal one with no external threat.
Armed conflict was generally between
undisciplined militias owing no
allegiance to a stable political authority
so that arranging a peace agreement
that was respected by all sides was nigh
impossible.
In East Timor, a territory plagued by
unrest, the new Indonesian government
simply wanted to be rid of its fractious
and expensive province. In almost
every case, too, the United Nations
intervention was unable to deal with
the conflicts because of a too precious
reluctance to use force.
In all the conflicts the UN insisted
on a policy of neutrality rather
than the necessary impartiality that
would allow it to impose rather than
negotiate peace between parties that
were usually prepared to concede
nothing. The casualty lists among
civilian populations were horrendous
and not even the peacekeeping troops,
bound by ludicrously passive rules of
engagement, were immune from their
own losses. Eventually the UN was
either forced to walk away from the
disasters it had in effect aggravated
and to call in some muscle - NATO in
Yugoslavia and Australia in East Timor
- operating under a peace enforcement
rather than peacekeeping charter. As
Britain has discovered - rediscovered
perhaps - in recent weeks at home, ‘soft’
policing does not work in situations of
unbridled lawlessness.
In the first decade of the 21st
century with the UN declining to fulfil
its peacemaking role under its Charter,
the West has become more assertive in
dealing with threats posed by failed or
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Bought and Bound,
H and and Foot

L

ORD COPPER [the media
moghul] quite often gave
banquets ; it would be an
understatement to say that no one
enjoyed them more than the host
for no one else enjoyed them at
all while L ord Copper positively
exulted in every minute. F or him
they satisfied every requirement of
a happy evening’s entertainment;
like everything that was to L ord
Copper’s taste, they were a little
over life-size, unduly large and
unduly long; they took place in
restaurants which existed solely for
such purposes, amid decorations
which reminded L ord Copper
of’ his execrable country seat
at E ast F inchley; the provisions
were very copious, very bad and
very expensive; the guests were
assembled for no other
reason than that L ord
Copper had ordered
it; they did not
want to see each
other;
they
had no reason
to rejoice in
the occasions
L ord
which
C o p p e r
celebrated;
they
were
there
either
because it was

part of their job or because they
were glad of a free dinner. Many
were already on L ord Copper’s
pay roll and they thus found their
working day prolonged by some
three hours without recompense
— with the forfeit, indeed, of the
considerable expenses of dressing
up, coming out at night, and
missing the last train home ; those
who were normally the slaves of
other masters were, L ord Copper
felt, his for the evening. H e had
bought them and bound them,
hand and foot, with consomme
and cream of chicken, turbot and
saddle, duck and peche melba,
and afterwards when the cigars
had been furtively pocketed and
the brandy glasses filled with the
horrible brown compound. for
which L ord Copper
was paying two
pounds a. bottle,
there came the
golden hour
when he rose
to speak at
whatever
length
he
liked and on
whatever
subject,
without fear
of rivalry or
interruption.

— Scoop, A Novel about J ournalists, by E velyn Waugh, Chapman & H all,
1933, p.299.

rogue states. Led by the United States
whose military power has been so great
and able to limit its own casualties,
the West has launched a series of
interventions to stabilise those states
and, rhetorically at least, to deal with
international terrorism. The results in
Iraq, Afghanistan and Libya have been
notably less than impressive.
Less obvious has been the tendency
of the United Nations to use regional
organisations or alliances as proxies for
a Security Council that has proved itself
incapable of acting effectively under its
own remit.

While the Council will pass assertive
resolutions, action is delegated in fact
if not in law to such organisations as
the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation
or the African Union. Even those
organisations, possessed as they are of
more military muscle than the UN, have
found the going very hard. The African
Union especially lacks the resources to
be effective and in the current financial
climate even the less than unified NATO
is experiencing difficulty.
In every case - Iraq, Afghanistan,
Libya, Darfur and Somalia intervention has been authorised

to deal with failed or rogue states
whose culture is a tribal Islam that
fundamentally rejects the notion of
the secular state. In each case, the
intervention has had also to cope
with substantial external support for
insurgencies that is immune from
retaliation.
After a decade of involvement in
Afghanistan and Iraq, the United States
under President Obama seems to have
realised that such interventions are
largely ineffectual and both politically
and financially expensive for their
high cost military forces. Thus the US
backed away from intervention in Libya
leaving it to Britain and France, egged
on somewhat shrilly from the sidelines
by Australia’s Kevin Rudd.
But Britain and France have found
that the cost is crippling and their
resources so limited that they have had
to rely upon the US to maintain the
supply of the ammunition they require.
Even so, the hard work quite properly
has had to be done by the Libyan
rebels themselves.
Notably, any enthusiasm for a similar
intervention in Syria has been restricted
to the UN’s bureaucrats in New York
and a few journalists. France has been
enthusiastic but Russia and China have
both vetoed a forceful Security Council
resolution. The hard-learned lesson
for the West surely is that the Muslim
states stretching from Morocco in the
West to Indonesia and the Philippines
in the East will have to solve their own
problems, perhaps with non-military
help and understanding but without
Western military intervention.
In the world of Islam, Christian or
pagan nations intervening are likely to
aggravate existing problems. We will
have to live with the unpredictable
results of the so-called Arab Spring in
Egypt and elsewhere but we cannot
affect them.
The fundamental lesson from all
these well-meaning efforts is that good
will is no substitute for realistic analysis
within a context defined by Christian
just war principles. Our increasingly
pagan civilisation seems to believe that
these principles are worthless. The cost
of ignoring them in blood, treasure and
hatred is insupportable.
MICHAEL O’CONNOR is a former patrol officer
in Papua New Guinea. He also served in the Royal
Australian Navy as an intelligence officer..
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Sing a So ng to G o d

T

he train of prophets in the song conspire.
Legions of martyrs in the chorus shine,
By these Thy Church, inspired by heavenly art,
Around the world maintains a second part ;
And tunes her sweetest notes, 0 God, to Thee,
The Father of unbounded majesty;
The Son, adored co-partner of Thy seat,
And equal, everlasting Paraclete.
Thou King of Glory, Christ of the Most High,
Thou co-eternal, filial Deity;

T

hou, who, to save the world’s impending doom,
Vouchsafst to dwell within a virgin’s womb ;
Old tyrant Death disarmed, before thee flew
The bolts of heaven, and back the foldings drew,
to give access and make Thy faithful way.
From God’s right hand Thy filial beams display.
Thou art to judge the living and the dead ;
Then spare those souls for whom Thy veins have bled.
O take us up amongst Thy blessed above,
to share with them Thy everlasting love.

P

reserve, 0 Lord, Thy people and enhance
Thy blessing on Thine own inheritance.
Forever raise their hearts and rule their ways.
Each day we bless Thee and proclaim Thy praise.
No age shall fail to celebrate Thy name,
No hour neglect Thy everlasting fame.
Preserve our souls, 0 Lord this day from ill ;
Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy still
As we have hoped, do Thou reward our pain ;
We’ve hoped in Thee, let not our hope be vain.

— From John Dryden’s translation of the final stanzas of the triumphal Catholic hymn
Te Deum laudemus traditionally ascribed to St Ambrose [died 397] though also by some
to Nicetas of Remesiana [died 414], a Catholic bishop in Eastern Serbia. Dryden’s
Catholicism cost him his posts as Poet-Laureate and Royal Historiographer when
William of Orange was invited to be king in 1688. He died in 1700.
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Lest

we forget

In Memoriam Aeternam

Ro land Karl Kaupp, MSC
By Paul Stenhouse MSC
should not be the one
to write this brief tribute to
Father Roland Karl Kaupp,
MSC. Others, now long dead
knew him and his family
much better than I: those
who enjoyed for years the
friendship and support of his family
and knew something of its remarkable
history, especially Fathers Tom Drake
MSC and Gabriel Saap, MSC.
I met Roland first in 1957. As he was
ordained priest in July that year, when
I was a first year student at the Sacred
Heart Monastery, Croydon, Victoria, I
never got to see much of this gentle and
kindly confrere until my own ordination
seven years later. During that time
he attended Sydney University, and
commenced what was to be his lifetime’s
work as a priest: teaching in Chevalier
College, Bowral NSW, and Daramalan
College, Canberra.
Roland had come to Australia with
his mother Grace from Germany, at war’s
end. He was born in Aschaffenburg in
Bavaria, 18 km northeast of Wurtzburg,
and was ten years old when war broke
out in 1939. Even though his father
Franz, a carpenter by trade, who died
on the Russian front in September 1943,
was a German citizen, his mother was an
Australian (and therefore enemy) citizen,
and so technically was he. They both
were obliged to keep a low profile.
Like all Germans who opposed
Hitler’s regime but had no voice, Roland
and his mother suffered unspeakable
torment. In the latter years of the war,
Grace worked as a telephonist, warning
civilians of allied air-raids. She wondered
in retrospect what the air-crews (and
her fellow civilian volunteers) would
have thought had they known that in
an underground dug-out an Australian
woman was risking her life to save the
lives of innocent German civilians, at
risk from allied bombers. How Grace
and Roland survived the war and its

The difficulties experienced
by a long-dead friend who grew
up in Nazi Germany during the
Second World War came to mind
recently when yet again Pope
Benedict XVI, who was 17 in
1945, was attacked publicly and
accused of having been a Nazi
because he had been a member of
the Hitler Youth Movement. During
an interview at the Hamptons
Film Festival over the weekend of
October 15/16 last, actress Susan
Sarandon described the Pope as
a ‘Nazi’. Sarandon drew laughter
from the crowd at the event when
she referred to the Pope as a Nazi a
second time. The following tribute
to the late Father Roland Kaupp
first appeared fifteen years ago in
Annals 3/1996.
aftermath is a story that may never be
told, but an undoubted miracle in itself.
Perhaps one of the reasons I warmed
so to the Kaupp family when I got to
know them, was the fact that while all
this was happening, as a little boy six
years younger than Roland, growing up
in a NSW country town, I found myself
rebelling against the virulent anti-German
propaganda that was carried by the then
media — newspaper, film and radio. As
I had numerous relatives of German
origin who had been obliged to change
the spelling of their names during World
War I on account of the hysteria current
then, I tried as best I knew how, to
right the imbalance: ‘I am anti-Nazi,’ I
allegedly said, aged six, to some patriotic
lady loudly denouncing all ‘Huns’ in the
local butcher’s shop, ‘but I am not antiGerman.’ According to the butcher who
grabbed me by the scruff of the neck
before the police were called, and took
me home, this distinction went straight
over the heads of most the customers
queueing with meat-coupons in their
hands. He warned my mother that

unmentionable things might happen to
me if I continued that line of argument.
Roland’s mother’s family, the Meisters
and Meinckes, owned plantations at
Kokopo, New Britain, in what is now
Papua New Guinea, next to the German
MSC Mission centre at Vunapope, and
Roland’s knowledge of the Catholic
priesthood had been filtered through
an MSC lens from an early age. When
the war ended he entered a Benedictine
Juniorate for a time before returning
to Australia with his mother. After
completing his secondary schooling at
Chevalier College, Bowral, he studied for
the priesthood with the MSC fathers at
Croydon in Victoria.
Although some of the details are
vague after such a long time, I recall
thirty or more years ago Grace’s
describing the amazement on the face
of allied officers when, from among
thousands of displaced and distressed
German civilians, an Australian woman
and her only child, a sixteen year-old
son, approached them for help to make
contact with family in Australia.
Roland
died
as
he
lived:
uncomplaining,
concerned
for
others, unselfish to the point of selfforgetfulness, ever available to those
many who came to him as priest and
friend for help in its myriad forms. He
encouraged me from the time I started
with Annals in 1964.
Always interested in philately, around
1982 Roland asked me if I would
advertise in Annals for stamps for the
missions. Perhaps I had a premonition of
the volume that we would receive if we
rashly invited donations of used stamps,
but whatever the reason and despite my
good intentions, it took a few reminders
from an ever-gracious Roland before his
wish was granted.
Then the avalanche began. Looking
back over the tons of stamps that Annals
readers sent to Father Kaupp in the
intervening period, one can only admire
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the generosity at every level — donors,
couriers, sorters, washers, auctioneers
— that resulted in many thousands of
dollars being sent to needy missionaries.
Roland had many helpers, some of them
unknown to Annals, with whom we
would like to establish contact so that the
work can continue.

B

ish ops and Cath oli cs
acted in the war… out of the
same Christian sense of duty
evidenced by the Catholics of the
opposing states. But theirs were
mixed feelings: they fulf illed their
duty to the V aterland, of course.
but continued to fight as before
against the regime. It is significant
that the bishops and faithful never
prayed for the victory of the Third
R eich but, instead, always for a
just peace. It is well known how
much this annoyed the Party — an
annoyance which is docum ented
in the Gestapo reports for the
war years published by S teward.
One could form ulate the position
of German Catholicism in wartime
somewhat in these terms: ‘We fulfil
our Christian and patriotic duty;
bey ond this: deliver us, O L ord,
from the Nazi regime!’

For 122 years Annals has been throwing light on age-old
questions. Some of the questions have changed but
Annals is still available as a sure guide in the name of the Catholic
Church.

TOO SHY TO ASK?
DO N’T BE!

— Gordon C. Zahn, German Catholics and
H itler’s Wars, S heed & Ward, 1963, p.292.

Roland was buried at Douglas
Park, NSW on February 13, 1996 after
a Requiem Mass celebrated by the
archbishop of Canberra-Goulburn and
concelebrated by Bishop Morgan and
dozens of priests. The Cathedral of St
Christopher in Canberra was filled with
friends, confreres, colleagues, former
students and their parents.
The young German-Australian boy
from Aschaffenburg who had been
obliged like all school-boys his age,
to join the Hitler Youth Movement,
had planned to return to Germany in
1995 for the first time since he left it
almost fifty years before. He was not to
realise that long-felt and final dream.
He had travelled many roads and seen
and endured much suffering before
uncomplainingly breathing his soul to
God in the hospice of the Sisters of
Charity in Darlinghurst, Sydney.
Roland Karl Kaupp, MSC was a
devoted son to his mother, a faithful
and loving priest and a loyal and
compassionate friend and confrere. May
his dear soul rest in peace.
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Psychic Phenomena
Puzzling happenings in a world allegedly governed only by material and physical laws

THE NO TE IN THE CO AT PO CKET
By Leslie Rumble, msc
HE Christian religion
teaches that human
souls are immortal,
and necessarily live on
after the death of the
body. But many people
have drifted from the
Christian faith, and wish that they could
only be sure that their departed relatives
and friends have not completely perished.
Reason, even apart from revelation, should
convince them.
The very power of thought, which
is not a material thing, shows that the
thinking-self is quite different from
the material body and cannot die with
it. Then, too, we know that justice is not
always done in this world. Alt hough
some good people prosper and some evil
people suffer for their misdeeds, only too

often good people suffer for a lifetime ills
they have not deserved, while wicked men
flourish. Surely it is logical to conclude
that, since justice is not always done in
this life, it will be in the next life; and that
we shall live on there to experience it.
But there are many people who say
such reasons only show that it is likely
that we live on. Give us proof, they say,
real proof that anyone has lived on
after death. We want facts, not theories;
certainty, and not merely guesswork.
On 27th September, 1921, James
L. Chaffin, a North Carolina farmer in
U.S.A., died suddenly from a heart
attack. Although he had four sons, by
a will dated 16th November, 1905, he
had made his third son, Marshall, sole
heir to the whole of his property, leaving
nothing whatever to his other three sons.

The three dispossessed ones could
think of no reason of any kind why their
father should have thus ignored them.
Perhaps Marshall had put pressure on
his father at the time the will was made,
although he stoutly denied it.
However, there were no grounds for
challenging the 1905 will, and there was
no other. So the whole of the property went
to the third son, Marshall; and the three
brothers had to betake themselves elsewhere.
Yet there was another and later will, of
the existence of which not a living person
in this world had the slightest idea.
On the night of 16th January, 1919,
farmer James L. Chaffin was sitting alone
at home reading an old Bible that had
belonged to his father. He was a deeply
religious Protestant.
On this particular evening he happened
upon the 27th chapter of Genesis which
contains the story of Esau and Jacob.
Esau’s complaint about his scheming
brother — “he took away my birthright”
— profoundly impressed itself upon farmer
Chaffin’s mind, and he knew that he
would have no peace of soul unless that
1905 will was changed;
So he took his pen. Dating the new
document 16th January, 1919, he wrote:
“After reading the 27th chapter of Genesis,
I, James L. Chaffin, do make my last will
and testament and here it is. I want my
property to be equally divided between
my four children...”
Not wishing any family disturbances
to develop, he determined not to say
anything about this new will. He hid it
between the pages of the Bible where
he had been reading the story of Esau
and Jacob, and put the Bible away in the
drawer of an old, unused writing-desk.
Then he wrote on a separate slip of
paper: ‘Read the 27th chapter in my
father’s old Bible”. That slip of paper he
carefully stitched inside an inner pocket
of his overcoat, where it would not be seen,
but where he evidently hoped it would
be found after his death.
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One night in June, 1925, four years
after James Chaffin’s death in 1921,
James Pinkney Chaffin, for some
unaccountable reason, began to have vivid
dreams of his father.
Night after night his father seemed
to come to him. Each morning he woke
with an ever-growing conviction that his
father had visited him during his sleep
and had wanted to tell him something.
The dreams ceased as abruptly as they
had commenced, but in the last of them he
seemed to hear his father say clearly: “You
will find my will in my overcoat pocket”.
The words were indelibly impresse d
upon his mind. Remembering that
another brother, John, had been given the
father’s overcoat, he went to see him. The
vital note was found, stitched into the inner
pocket.
James, with his daughter, his brother
John and another witness, then went
to the old home. Marshall helped in the
search, and the Bible was found in the
drawer of the old writing-desk, the will at
chapter 27 of Genesis.
In December, 1925, the case was taken
to court in order to test the validity of
the second will, It was unwitnessed, but
according to American law it would be
valid if proved to be in the farmer’s own
handwriting.
All the details of the case were subjected
to a most thorough scrutiny.
There could be no question of forgery.
Conspiracy was ruled right out. The court
declared the second will valid. Marshall
Chaffin yielded with good grace. There
was no bitterness; and by agreement all
four brothers took over the original farm as
equal partners.
No explanation of this strange case is
possible, except that the soul of James
L. Chaffin had returned to see that justice
was done. There is no reason why, after a
four year delay, the second son, James,
who was fully reconciled to the existing
stage of affairs, should suddenly begin
dreaming about his father. Nor is there
any reason why, if he had to dream, he
should not have dreamt about the Bible
itself rather than about his father.
Nor would a dream about his father
account of itself for his having obtained
the information about the note in the
overcoat pocket. Only his father knew of
that. Only his father could have supplied
knowledge of it.
The only possible explanation is that
the father’s soul in purgatory could find
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no rest until the injustice of his first will
was rectified. When the finding of the
second will was delayed, his soul more
and more felt the need of hastening
the discovery of it, and with God’s
permission he was allowed to return that
he might find a peace — at least in that
particular matter — which had not been his
throughout the whole of the four years
since his departure from this earthly scene.
We Catholics do not share the
doubts and hesitations of people whose
faith is weak and who will not listen
to reason. We have absolute certainty
of the divinely-revealed truth that “it is
appointed unto men once to die, and after
this the judgment.” (Heb., 9-27).

Nor do we believe that, even if we
produce the kind of proof these people
ask, they will necessarily be brought any
nearer by it to the Christian religion. For
there are those who accept it as a fact that
the survival of human souls has been experi
mentally proved, yet who still believe neither
in the existence of a personal God, nor in
the Divinity of Christ.
Still, even if Christians do not
need them, it is something to be able
to produce facts we are constantly
challenged to produce by the “whenyou’re-dead-you’re-dead-and-that’s-theend-of-it” type of people. Let them
ponder the “Chaffin Will Case” — and
think again.
DR LESLIE RUMBLE was, in his day, one of
the most widely-known priests in the Englishspeaking world. His two-volume Radio Replies
sold many millions of copies world-wide, as did
his numerous pamphlets on aspects of Catholic
faith and doctrine and on various non-Catholic
Churches and sects. He died in 1975. In response
to many requests we print the fourth of his fourteen articles on psychic phenomena which first
appeared in Annals in 1958. The remaining articles
will appear in subsequent issues.
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The Church o f
the 12 Apo stles
hence did it strike twelve
unlettered men to attempt such
great enterprises, men who were
living in marshes, or rivers, in
desert places, who had never
perhaps gone into a city or the
public square? Whence did it strike them to array
themselves against the whole world?
That they were cowardly and unmanly, he who
has written about them shows, inasmuch as he
does not even deprecate nor try to gloss over their
failings. This in itself is a powerful proof of the
truth. What then does this man say about them?
That after the innumerable miracles they had
seen Christ work, when he was taken prisoner,
some fled, while the one who remained, although
he was head over the rest, denied him.
Here were men who failed to stand up to
the Judeans when Christ was alive. Yet when he
died and was buried they arrayed themselves
against the whole world. How came this if as you
say Christ had not risen again from the dead,
conversed with them and put heart into them?
Would they not have said to themselves: What is
this? He had not strength to save himself, will he
protect us? He did not defend himself when he
was alive; will he reach out his hand to us now he
is dead? When he was alive he did not conquer a
single nation-shall we convince the whole world
by speaking his name? Would it not have been
folly even to conceive of such things let alone
to do them? Hence it is clear that, if they had not
seen him risen and received this mighty proof of
his power, they would never have risked such a
gamble.
— St John Chrysostom, Patriarch of Constantinople, 347-407 AD, Homily
4, 3.4 On the First Letter of St Paul to the Corinthians.
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Media Matters
By James Murray
Bank bashing again? Yes and no; it came
from Ken Costa, former investment bank Lazard
The Holy See, or more exactly The Pontifical
International chairman, commissioned by the
Council for Justice and Peace, has further
Anglican Church to find means of ‘uniting the
condemned the growing gap between rich and
financial and the ethical’.
poor. (SMH Oct 26, syndicated from The New
Such ecumenical thinking is based on age-old
York Times).
knowledge: avarice creates the gap. These days it
In issuing the report, the Council’s president
is disguised as part of a market where increases
Cardinal Peter Kodwo Appiah Turkson said: ‘The
at the top are deemed
time has come to conceive
beneficial and those at the
of institutions with universal
bottom detrimental.
competence now that vital
By a similar irrationale,
goods shared by the entire
groupings of business
human family are at stake,
interests into chambers and
goods which the individual
associations are positive
states cannot promote and
while trade unions are
[Let the reader beware]
protect by themselves.’
negative.
He continued: ‘We
Yet
trade
unions
oli tical exi les can be
should not be afraid to
accelerated West Germany’s
sometimes good sources
propose new ideas even
revival after World War II
and sometimes unreliable
if they might destabilise
when, America’s Marshall
and even dangerous. The
pre-existing balances of
Plan in co-operation, they
Iran’s
information
about
power that prevail over the
were given representation
clandestine uranium enrichment
weakest.’
in company boardrooms.
plant initially came from political
Some will see this
exiles, who were found to have
Unified
Germany
is
as ‘bank bashing,’ that
been accurate.
now the key to Europe’s
facile alliteration which
The false information about
financial survival to which
S addam H ussein’s nuclear
enables the finance sector
Australasian interests have
arsenal came from political
to fend off criticism
more exposure than they
exiles who made a fortune
while continuing on its
care to boast about
from the US intelligence by
lucrative highway through
planting a series of false
Unfair go
the
gearing
between
reports.
shareholder profit and
Ten years ago the richIn the 1980s, when R ajiv
executive pay, oiled by
poor gap was defined
Gandhi was the Indian Prime
advertising campaigns on
as North-South. Now it
Minister,
Indian analysts had
the sector’s beneficence.
pervades individual nations
over-estimated
Chinese
military
Others will discern
worldwide, including fair-go
deployments in Tibet on the
the thinking that has
Australia, the United States,
basis of reports from Tibetan
inspired papal social justice
the former Soviet Union
political exiles. These reports
encyclicals from Rerum
and Marxist China.
were subsequently found to
Novarum onward.
What has sharpened
have been highly exaggerated.
Independently,
the
dissent is that the Global
— ‘Myanmar: another Iraq or another
Church of England attacked
Financial
Crisis
was
Iran?’ by Bahukutumbi R aman,
bankers accusing them
Additional S ecretary (retd), Cabinet
resolved at least temporarily
S ecretariat, Govt. of India, New D elhi,
of greed. (SMH Nov 7,
not by ‘market forces’
and at present D irector, Institute F or
syndicated from The Daily
but by tax-payer aid; this
Topical S tudies, Chennai. H e is also
associated with the Chennai Centre F or
Telegraph, London). The
while finance executives
China S tudies. E -mail: seventyone2@
most vivid criticism was that
continued
to
receive
gmail.com )
‘the market has managed to
performance bonuses like
slip its moral moorings’.
comedians being paid for

Gap year

Caveat
L ector

P
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slipping on banana skins they themselves had
dropped.
America’s richest man, Warren Buffet, has
criticised such bonuses. He has also said he
was undertaxed, thus inspiring President Barak
Obama to refuse give the rich further tax
concessions equivalent to food coupons for
caviar.
Australian financier Mark Carnegie joined
Buffet, perhaps inspired by Andrew Carnegie,
the multi-millionaire, who remarked that the man
who dies rich dies disgraced.

H acking away
Next year should see the results of media
inquiries in Australia and Britain. So far, the
latter has provided more stop-press revelations
about the doings of hacks working for News
International’s UK newspapers.
Heir not so apparent James Murdoch has even
indicated that if malfeasance in its dealings is
exposed, The Sun will set: an ultimate Gotcha!
Other newspapers, including The Daily Mail and
The Daily Mirror, are under close scrutiny.
The Australian inquiry has been less
forensic. Enduring an untimely retirement, News
Limited chieftain, John Hartigan, turned the
inquiry into a press freedom campaign. He also
pleaded effectively that the inquiry resulted from
Laborites and Greens animus against Murdochpress coverage.
Hartigan’s opposite number at Fairfax
Media, Greg Hywood, also made points about
press freedom. Both might have added that the
Soviet Union, notable for regulatory strictness,
never had an inquiry into anti-government bias
involving Pravda and Izvestia.
Chris Warren, Federal Secretary of the Media
Entertainment and Arts Alliance, suggested
a one-stop shop to regulate all media. Positive
suggestion as long as it does not involve
government funding. Whether in education,
healthcare or the arts, government funding
always has strings attached, strings tied to
government policies or social engineering.
Separation of church and state, separation
of powers are intrinsic to western politics, if
not always well understood or practised. Media
convergence should not include government
spin. Separation of media and state is necessary,
though it must be said media have blurred
separation through promotion of party
apparatchiks returned to journalism.

Spinning tops
Rupert Murdoch has displaced a buccaneer,
John Hartigan, with a courtier, Kim Williams,
as silverback alpha at News Limited. Hartigan
has demonstrated his newspaperman’s strengths

and weaknesses for some 40 years. Williams,
his tenure at Musica Viva notwithstanding, has
made his name as a chief executive credited
with FoxTel subscriber generation, not quite the
equivalent of selling refrigerators to Eskimos but
close, given free-to-air TV.
Murdoch’s decision is based on his hope that
Williams will similarly persuade people to pay for
internet-news content. As Gough Whitlam’s sonin-law, Williams has also been touted as being
able to soothe ruffled Labor egos in Canberra.
Here praise is due to those reporters who set
a precedent for privacy-law parameters by not
mentioning the first marriage of Williams to
that erstwhile Salami Sister and ever-sparkling
punster-novelist, Kathy Lette now married to
Geoffrey Robertson QC.

Reading Rupert
Harder to read is Murdoch’s decision to make
himself News Limited chairman. This will involve
more time in Australia. At first glance, the move
looks like a veteran under attack on two fronts,
UK and US, withdrawing to the relative safety of
his original foxhole.
Context: the chairman of the local inquiry
Ray Finkelstein QC has indicated that, unlike
the mountain in labour, he does not intend to
produce a mouse. Some re-ordering of the
existing set-up designed to alter Murdoch’s
dominance is likely.
Pause for applause. It was Paul Keating’s
‘Queens of the Screen’ and ‘Princes of Print’ that
led (unintended consequence?) to the Murdoch
dominance. It could be widened to include Sires
of the Wires (John Singleton and Alan Jones?)
and Internet Pets (Eric Beecher and Stephen
Mayne?).
Rupert Murdoch, the Grand Panjandrum?
First he’s a not a one-off but like other press
barons — Pulitzer, Hearst, Harmsworth,
Beaverbrook and Black — a genius of sorts.
And he has already set precedents for
strategic redeployment; he ceded control of Truth
to Mark Day and Owen Thompson; he shifted
control to management teams under what might
be called the Keating Convention which entailed
divesting himself of lesser mastheads to obtain
the Herald and Weekly Times, in his eyes his
father’s legacy.
By formally ceding masthead control (The
Australian, The Herald Sun, The Courier Mail, The
Daily Telegraph et al) Murdoch could establish a
federation that would blunt criticism of personal
dominance.
He would, of course, be the federation’s
financial architect along with his offspring for
whom team places could doubtless be found.
The model could then be extended overseas.
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Federation: good enough for Australia and
America, good enough for newspapers, printed
and internetted.

Kissinger now’. And he may well do what
Kissinger hasn’t done: run for President of the
Republic of Australia.

Going national

Marine class

Long a dream now a reality: a Catholic
national daily newspaper. It is being published
under the aegis of The Catholic Weekly and
promises daily news updates 24/7; PC, iPad,
iPhone links; weather updates; page-turn and
text-zoom capability.
Available: <www.australiancatholicnews.com.
au>. Subscription: $50 per year.

No doubt U.S. Marines arriving in Darwin will
be given a briefing book outlining AustralianAmerican history. Hopefully it will go further
back than the sketchy time-frame by Prime
Minister Julia Gillard and the Leader of the
Opposition Tony Abbott’s speechwriters.
Historically, Australia was a replacement for
the United States. As a result of the American
Revolution, the British-Corsican Royal Navy
officer, James Matra, proposed Australia as
a home for Americans loyal to the Hanoverian
Crown (who included ex-Jacobites who had
fought against the Hanoverians).
In Whitehall’s bureaucratic skirmishing,
Matra’s proposal was superseded by the option
to replace American penal locations with one in
Australia, adding free settlers and instructions for
the just treatment of the original inhabitants –
instructions still dishonoured in the breach. Thus
Australia and America’s relations are a matter of
symbiosis rather than alliance.

Keating revival
The plethora of vernacular that greeted
President Barak Obama on his transit of
Australia made people sound like escapees from
the Private Eye, Barry McKenzie strip cartoon
for which Dame Edna Everage’s alter ego Barry
Humphries provided the words.
Obama was greatly taken by the term
‘ear-bashing’. He himself replaced the old
vernacular verb ‘to duchess’ with a variation
of the Americanism ‘schmoozing’; he went for
schmozing or possibly baraking.
Ex-Treasurer/PM
Paul
Keating
was
unimpressed. He criticised Obama’s use of the
Australian Parliament to announce his China
policy shift (‘new’ incidentally only as shampoo is
advertised as new).
Keating interpreted its purpose: containment
(ABC Late Line Nov 23). In a brisk tour d’horizon,
Keating referred to European alliances designed
to contain Germany which brought on two world
wars.
Anchorman Tony Jones, brilliantly harvesting
material for possible slicing and dicing in the
ABC’s 24/7 news kitchen, proffered the name
Kevin Rudd, ex-PM, current Foreign Minister
and Mandarin speaker. Keating dismissed Rudd’s
linguistic expertise and spoke of the need to
understand power.
Jones might have asked Keating how much
understanding he had gained from his own
ventures into China. He might also have suggested
that China’s armed forces are different from those
of the European great powers of the past.
Plunder and/or reparations have long been
part of war but China’s armed forces control
business enterprises more directly than the
Wermacht ever controlled Krupp. ‘Power,’ Mao
Zedong said, ‘flowers from the barrel of a gun.’
Why not business success?
All in all, however, Keating’s performance
answered the question: ‘I wonder who’s

Monash base
Robertson Barracks, Darwin has been
reported as the U.S. Marine HQ. No need for
a name change there. But one of the Northern
Territory training grounds should be named
Monash in memory of General Sir John Monash,
first Australian to command American infantry
(fighting alongside diggers at Le Hamel: 93
minutes, shortest and most effective battle of the
Great War of 1914-18).

Wired in
Radio, camera-linked interviews are proving
themselves to be more intense than conventional
television interviews. Reason: the former tend
to rely on a single-fixed camera focused on
the interviewee; the latter have either multiple
cameras or a mobile camera allowing intercutting
between the interviewer and interviewee.
Cutaways to interviewers, who may suffer
from co-star syndrome, otherwise known as
Noddyitis, lessen the pressure on interviewees,
giving them off-camera time to think of the
appropriate, evasive response learned from their
minders.
© Austral-Media Pty Ltd 2011.
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Irish/Australian History
From 1865 to 1867 British Authorities rounded up supporters of the Irish Republican Brotherhood, an
Irish Independence movement, and transported sixty two of them to the Penal Colony of Western Australia.

THE ‘CATALPA’
By Sean Hampsey
aptain J ames
Cook ‘discovered’
Australia on behalf of
the English Monarchy
in 1788. He officially
took possession of
it on behalf of his
King, forgetful of the fact that 182 years
before on the day of Pentecost 14th May
1606 Fernandez de Quiros on behalf of
his Spanish Sovereign proclaimed his
discovery of ‘The South land of the Holy
Spirit,’ now known as Australia.
In officially taking possession of it,
part of Fernandez’s proclamation was as
follows.
Let the heavens, the earth —
and all here present, witness that I,
Captain Pedro Fernandez de Quiros
— in the name of Jesus Christ — hoist
this emblem of the Holy Cross on
which His (Jesus Christ’s) person was
crucified and whereupon He gave His
life for the ransom and remedy of the
human race - on this day of Pentecost,
May 14, 1606 — take possession of all
of this part of the South as far as the
pole in the name of Jesus — Which
from now on shall be called the
Southern Land of the Holy Ghost —
and this always and forever — to the
end that to all natives, in all the said
lands, the Holy, sacred Gospel may be
preached zealously and openly.

But England, nearly two centuries
later had other ideas and saw Australia
not only as a dumping ground for all
her unwanted criminals, but also as
a great place far enough away, to get
rid of her dissidents, especially those
confounded Irish rebels who wouldn’t
take defeat and subjugation graciously.
One of these was a John Devoy
who had joined The Irish Republican
Brotherhood 10 years earlier, and who
was instrumental in recruiting a lot of
the Irishmen serving in the British
Army to the Brotherhood’s cause. At
that time there were about 15,000
Irish servicemen, 8,000 of whom were

stationed in Ireland. Early in 1865
Devoy was arrested and convicted
of treason. He was sent to prison in
England.
From 1865 to 1867 British
Authorities rounded up supporters of
the Irish Republican Brotherhood, an
Irish Independence movement, and
transported sixty two of them to the

The Penalty
for H ardness

T

he pe nal ty nature makes
us pay for hardness is dulness.
If we are hard, our life becomes
dull and dismal. Our hardness
grows at last weary of itself. In
Ireland, where we have been
so hard, this has been strikingly
exemplified. Again and again,
upon the E nglish conqueror in
his hardness and harshness, the
ways and nature of the downtrodden, hated, despised Irish,
came to exercise a strange,
an irresist ible magnetism. The
Protestant Archbishop Boulter tells
us …. that under the iron sway of
the penal laws against Popery,
and in the time of their severest
exercise, the conversions from
Protestantism to Popery were
nevertheless a good deal more
numerous than the conversions
from Popery to Protest antism.
S uch, I say, is nature’s penalty
upon hardness. H ardness grows
irksome to its very own self, it
ends by wearying those who have
it. If our hardness is capable
of wearying ourselves, can we
wonder that a civilisation stamped
with it has no attractions for the
Irish?
— Matthew Arnold, ‘The Incompatibles,’ in
Irish Essays, and others, S mith, E lder & Co,
L ondon, 1891, pp. 49, 50.

Penal Colony of Western Australia.
Among them was John Boyle O’Reilly,
later to become the editor of the
Boston newspaper The Pilot. Amongst
his fellow convicts sent to Western
Australia there was one group of Irish
Revolutionaries known as The Fenians
of which he was one.
They arrived in Fremantle on board
the last convict ship to grace the
Australian shoreline. The ships name
was the ‘Hougoumont’ which disgorged
280 convicts on the 17thof October 1867.
The Irish ‘rebels’ were incarcerated in
Fremantle Prison and settled down to
Colonial prison life twelve thousand
miles from their homes. Two years
later in 1869, one of the Fenians,
John O’Reilly, with the help of some
Fremantle locals sympathetic to The
Cause, and with the aid of third mate
whaler Henry Hathaway, managed to
escape the prison, board the whaling
ship ‘Gazelle’ which was about to sail
and flee the Penal Colony. Miraculously
he made his way to America where with
the help of fellow Irish ex-patriots he
melted into American life.
He ended up in Boston. His first
task was to establish a base with the
objective of helping fellow Irishmen
who had come under the English yoke
and needed help whereever they were.
He collaborated with another Fenian
John Devoy, who had been imprisoned
in England but who was granted
amnesty on condition that he settle
outside Ireland.
So he set sail for America, ending
up in New York City. He also became
a newspaperman, for The New York
Herald. He joined the Clan na Gael, an
organization that supported armed
insurrection in Ireland.
In 1869, pardons had been issued
to many of the imprisoned Fenians.
Another round of pardons were issued
in 1871, after which only a small group
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of militant Fenians remained in Western
Australia’s penal system.
In 1873, Devoy received a smuggled
letter from imprisoned Fenian James
Wilson, who was among those the
British had not released. He asked
them to aid the escape of the remaining
Fenian prisoners. Devoy discussed
the matter with O’Reilly and Thomas
McCarthy Fennell another one-time
former political prisoner. Fennell
suggested that a ship be purchased,
laden with a legitimate cargo, and
sailed to Western Australia, where
it would not be expected to arouse
suspicion. The Fenian prisoners would
then be rescued by stealth rather than
by force of arms.
For the Fenians who remained and
were unable to receive pardons, the
future they faced was a lifetime of Penal
Incarceration at the hands of their
English captors. With the covert letter
of appeal Devoy approached the 1874
convention of the Clan na Gael and got
the Clan to agree to fund a rescue of
the men.
He then approached whaling agent
John T. Richardson, who told them to
contact his son-in-law, whaling captain
George Smith Anthony, who agreed to
help.
Devoy and O’Reilly both knew in
their hearts that the plight of Wilson
and his comrades, was in their hands.
They were the only means and hope of
possible liberation and they would not
let them down. The plan was a most
extraordinary feat of daring and intrigue.
James Reynolds, a member of the
Clan and on the committee to rescue
the prisoners, bought, under his name
for the Clan, a three-masted whaling
bark Catalpa for $5,200, and George
Anthony recruited twenty two sailors as
a crew.
On April 29, 1875, Catalpa sailed
from New Bedford, Massachusetts. At
first, most of the crew were unaware of
their real mission, but eventually they
were instructed as to the real intent of
the mission. Anthony, noticed, too late,
that the ship’s marine chronometer was
broken so he had to rely on his own
skills and experience for navigation. First
they sailed to Faial Island in the Azores,
where they off-loaded 210 barrels of
sperm whale oil. Unfortunately, most of
the crew deserted the ship, and they had
to leave three sick men behind. Anthony

Catholic Faith and Reason
By Elizabeth Scalia

R

e ce ntl y my email yielded a straightforward D e profundis from a
young reader pleading for reassurances; he needed to know that
embracing Catholicism did not require the shutting down of his intellect or
the suspension of reason.
‘I know the Church puts a high premium on docility, humility and the
emptying of self,’ he wrote, ‘but common sense tells me that none of those
should involve self-lobotomizing. Please tell me I’m not wrong.’
Though I have no pretensions toward intellectualism, myself, I offered
the following response to my young reader, and share it here.
Good heavens, no – you’re very right. While I may not have the brain of
an Aquinas or an Augustine, do I seem to you to be in any way conformist
or lobotomized? Quite the opposite of what you fear, Catholicism not only
invites the application of reason into one’s faith – it rather insists upon it.
I may be a cradle Catholic given a fair grounding in faith thanks to some
nuns and family members, but I have still had to bring my whole self into
my explorations of the faith, in order to understand it and to conform –
imperfectly, but with firm intentions – to its teachings in genuine freedom,
rather than compulsion, and freedom is what the faith brings.
F or me, every tenet of Catholicism – including the pro-life teaching –
has been one I’ve had to really research, read about, and reason out in
my head and through prayer – and the prayer part is absolutely essential,
because that is where what you are learning becomes bone-deep; it is the
‘setting agent,’ as it were. In this way – using research, reading, reason,
and recollected prayer – I have always come down on the side of Catholic
orthodoxy; never because she has simply dished it out and I’ve eaten it,
but because she has made a sound argument that fed me in my totality:
mind, spirit, and sinew.
That doesn’t mean that within the life of faith there is no danger of overconforming to a mindless degree. People who are too lazy to think (or too
lazy to reason, because they fear it) exist in politics and in the churches,
too, but submission to Christ (and obedient service to the church) has
never been about getting humanity to ‘fall in line.’
R ather, it is about helping each of us to ‘fall in love’ with H im, and with
the mind-boggling hugeness of all we do not know, and with the quest. It
is meant to broaden, not deaden, the intellect and strengthen the voice
so that one may be unafraid in declaring what one knows to be true, and
again, that takes reading, researching, reasoning, and recollection.
— E lizabeth S calia is the Managing E ditor of the Catholic Portal at Patheos, where
she also blogs as The Anchoress, and a contributing writer to F irst Things.

recruited native crew members and set
sail for Western Australia.
At the same time, two Fenian
agents, John Breslin, who already had
a successful rescue under his belt with
the planning and rescue of Fenian
leader James Stephens from Richmond
Prison in Dublin, and Tom Desmond,
had arrived in Western Australia in
September. Breslin masqueraded as an
American businessman ‘James Collins,’
with suitable letters of introduction,
and got acquainted with Sir William
Cleaver Robinson, Governor of Western
Australia. Robinson took Breslin on

a tour of the Convict Establishment,
(Fremantle Prison). Desmond took a job
as a wheelwright and recruited five local
Irishmen who were to cut the telegraph
lines connecting Australia on the day of
the escape.
Catalpa fell behind the intended
schedule due to a serious storm, in
which she lost her foremast. She
dropped anchor off Bunbury on March
27, 1876. Anthony and Breslin met. The
pair began to prepare for the rescue.
The first day scheduled for the
escape was April 6, but the appearance
of HMS Convict and other Royal Navy
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No Possibility of D oubt

T

he re is a reverence not merely for beautiful altars and shrines but
for the creeds which have inspired the creation of these objects and
for the practices which employ them. Material elements are an appeal,
but they are to Byron a means; they are what helps the religion work.
And the fact that it works is, of course, the whole point. Altars, shrines,
and transubstantiation may be ‘elegant’; but, more importantly, they give
us ‘something sensible to grasp at’ in real life, and they leave us with ‘no
possibility of doubt.’ Guiccioli confirms that, because Byron was never
swayed merely by his imagination and could not help exercising his
reason, it was not ‘the poetry’ or the ‘pomps and gorgeous ceremonies’
of Catholicism that appealed to him, but, rather, the religion’s genuine
effectiveness. Thus, says Byron, ‘That Purgatory of theirs is a
comfortable doctrine,’ much more so than the transmigration of souls
taught by S helley’s ‘wiseacre philosophers’. Again, it is the functionality
of the doctrine that makes it praiseworthy. L ike the relics in the Catholic
churches, concepts such as Purgatory are strong not because they are
poetic or pretty, not because they are efficient or scientific, not because
they hold together abstractly in themselves, but rather because they
have worked and continue to work for real people, because they
consistently provide the comfort and the inspiration that a religion is
supposed to provide.
— E xcerpted from ‘Byron, Catholicism and D on Juan XVII ,’ by D avid E . Goldweber,
R enascence, S pring 1997.

ships and customs officers quickly led
to a postponement of plans. The escape
was rearranged for April 17, when most
of the Convict Establishment garrison
would be watching the Royal Perth Club
regatta.
Catalpa
dropped
anchor
in
International waters off Rockingham and
dispatched a whaleboat to the shore. At
8.30am on a quiet Easter Monday April
17, 1876, Rockingham was thrust forever
into the realm of Australian history and
the troubled history of Ireland.
Six Fenians who were in work
parties outside the prison walls,
absconded. They were Thomas
Darragh, Martin Hogan, Michael
Harrington, Thomas Hassett, Robert
Cranston and James Wilson. They
were met by Breslin and Desmond
and picked up in two horse-drawn
carriages. A seventh Fenian, James
Kiely had been exposed as an informer
by his fellow prisoners and left behind.
Flanked by two riders the carriages
raced the 50 kilometers south to
Rockingham and through the East
Rockingham village where Anthony
awaited them on the beach with a
rowboat. The indomitable spirit of
‘The Wild Geese’ proved itself again
triumphant against all conceivable
odds.

The prisoners and crew made their
escape but not without notice. A local
inhabitant, Mr James Bell observed the
escape from a small jetty and rode with
much haste to Fremantle to alert the
authorities.
The rowboat faced difficulties on
its return to the Catalpa due to a storm
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that lasted till dawn on April 18. The
storm was so intense that Anthony
later stated that he didn’t expect the
small boat to survive. At 7am, with
the storm over, they again made for
the Catalpa but an hour later spotted
the steamship SS Georgette which had
been commandeered by the colonial
governor making for the whaler. The
men lay down in the rowboat and it
was not seen by the Georgette which was
forced to return to Fremantle to refuel
after following the Catalpa for several
hours. The men in the rowboat had
been rowing at this stage for over seven
hours and were totally exhausted, but
determined not to be captured again,
as the consequences were unthinkable.
The rowboat again made for the ship
just as a police cutter with 30-40 armed
men was spotted. The two boats raced
feverishly to reach the Catalpa first,
with the rowboat winning and the men
clambering aboard just as the police
cutter passed by. The cutter turned,
lingered briefly beside the Catalpa, and
then headed back to shore.
Early on April 19 they refueled and
the heavily armed Georgette returned and
came alongside the whaler, demanding
the release and surrender of the
prisoners while attempting to herd the
Catalpa back into Australian territorial
waters. They fired a warning shot with
the 12 pounder (5kg) cannon that had
been installed the night before.
Ignoring the demand to surrender,
Anthony raised and then pointed
towards the U.S. flag informing the
Georgette that an attack on the Catalpa
would be considered an act of war
against the USA, and proceeded
westward. Georgette continued the
pursuit until it was low on fuel and
then turned back. Shortly thereafter the
Catalpa slipped into the Indian Ocean
on its homeward bound journey to
America while the passengers and crew
celebrated the success of their enterprise.
Due to the cut telegraph cables, news
of the escape did not reach London
until June. The cables were cut by
volunteers John Durham and Denis F.
McCarthy a native of Kenmare, County
Kerry. At the same time the Catalpa did
its best to avoid Royal Navy ships on
its way back to America. John O’Reilly
received the news of the success of the
escape on June 6 and released the news
to the world press.
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The news sparked wild celebrations
in the United States and Ireland
while creating wild fury in Britain
and Australia. Although there was
also joy and sympathy for the cause
and jubilation within the Australian
population.
On August 19, 1876 the Catalpa
received a joyous welcome on her
return to the docks in New York
harbor. Huge crowds gathered for days
to welcome Captain Anthony and the
escaping prisoners with open arms.
As John O’Reilly wrote. ‘The tree
of liberty will never enfoliate and bear
fruit unless it be watered from the well
of justice, independence and fair play in
the hearts of people.’
A purge of prison officials in
Fremantle followed. George Smith
Anthony could no longer sail in
international waters because the Royal
Navy would have arrested him on sight.
With the help of a journalist, Z.W.Pease,
he published an account of his journey,
‘The Catalpa Expedition’ in 1897.
The Catalpa was presented as a gift
to Captain Anthony, John Richardson
and Henry Hathaway. She was
eventually sold, and was turned into a
coal barge. Not of any great value in this
capacity, Catalpa was finally condemned
at the Port of Belize, British Honduras.
In honour of this spectacular event
occurring on their shoreline 139 years
ago the present-day Mayor, on behalf
of the residents of Rockingham West
Australia, with the Minister for tourism
and member for Rockingham Mr Mark
Mc Gowan, dedicated, on the ninth of
September 2005 as a commemoration
of the escape, a bronze monument
depicting a flock of wild geese on top
of a polished limestone plinth which
carries around its base the names,
background and representations of the
six Fenian escapees. It also relates their
stories. The memorial was created by
Western Australian artists Charlie Smith
and Joan Walsh Smith.
The Catalpa Memorial is a tribute
to the words of J.B. O’Reilly and
the sentiments of John Devoy and
all those who aided and abetted
the romantic madness that was this
wonderful episode in the history of Irish
emancipation.
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Sean Hampsey is an Irishborn Australian who is a
published songwriter, musician and author.
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Movies

A nonymous
Is splendidly framed between a
prologue and an epilogue delivered by
the late Sir Derek Jacobi. The picture
so framed asks the question: was
Shakespeare a fraud? And answers
it with a speciousness that combines
distortion with effrontery.
Directed by Roland Emmerich and
written by John Orloff (E &O), the
film advances the 1920s argument of
J Thomas Looney that the works we
know as Shakespeare’s were in fact
written by Edward De Vere, Earl of
Oxford.
To this hypothesis. amplified in 2005
by Mark Anderson’s ‘Shakespeare’ By
Another Name (foreword Jacobi ), E & O
add Ben Jonson. He is the go-between
who passes the task of pseudo author
to Will Shakespeare, depicted not only
as hapless actor but illiterate. This, after
grammar school which would have left
him better educated than a modern,
remedial-English university student.
As Oxford, Rhys Ifans displays the
hauteur of an aristocrat who writes but
disdains to see his work staged under
his own name. Vanessa Redgrave and
her daughter Joely are suitably regal
as the old and young Queen Elizabeth.
David Thewlis and Edward Hogg play
William Cecil and his son Robert amid
plots and counterplots, specifically the
rising organised by the earls of Essex
and Southampton .
Thewlis delivers Calvinist austerity.
Hogg acts as if suffering from a surfeit
of Rowan Atkinson in Blackadder. As
Shakespeare, Rafe Spall looks the part
but hams it up so absurdly you get
the impression he thinks he is playing
Bacon, another purported author of
Shakespeare’s works.
Computer created imaging gives us
a London that reeks of reality. If only
the script did. Space forbids a full
discussion of its sins of commission and
omission.
As to the latter, E & O do not seem
to have read Clare Asquith’s Shadow
Play: The Hidden Beliefs and Coded
Politics of William Shakespeare or Ian
Wallace’s Shakespeare: The Evidence:
Unlocking the Mysteries of the Man and
his Work.
Had they done so, they would
have inserted at least a mention of the
textual evidence that Shakespeare was a
Catholic (as indeed was De Vere).

By James Murray
They would also have noted that
Essex and Southampton were not
simply engaged in a power struggle,
they were out to secure tolerance for
Catholics under restrictions that did
not obtain in the Protestant states of
continental Europe. Sadly, however, E &
O were into travesty not truth.
MHHNFFV

The A dventures of Tintin:
The Secret of the Unicorn
The Merlin of movies Stephen
Spielberg directs this cartoon of the
intrepid cub reporter Tintin (voiced by
Jamie Bell). Spielberg uses 3D, motioncapture technology and every other
trick of the trade to take Tintin and
his dog Snowy on a rollicking series
of espionage adventures involving the
villain Ivanovich (Daniel Craig), the
twin, bowler hatted Scotland Yard
detectives (Simon Pegg and Nick Frost)
and Captain (‘Blistering Barnacles’)
Haddock (Andy Serkis).
Worth remembering that the artist
Herge (Georges Remi) created Tintin
(French slang for ‘nothing at all’) back
in 1929 and that he first appeared in
a Belgian Catholic newspaper. During
the Nazi occupation of Europe, he
continued to appear, his indomitable
quiff a small flag for freedom.
(The Vatican newspaper L’Osservatore
Romano, before a papal visit to Africa
and the release of the movie, criticised
a library ban in Britain on the book,
Tintin in the Congo, as ‘politically correct
lunacy’ and described Tintin as a
’Catholic hero’).
TBAHHHHSFFV

Bill Cunningham New York
Amid the glittering towers of and
snarling traffic of New York, Bill
Cunningham rides an old bicycle, his
29th, – the previous twenty eight having
been stolen. His quest is to photograph
the wonderful town in all its street
fashion and high fashion variety.
His main outlet is The New York
Times where he has a twice-a-week
centre spread of pictures. The acuteness
of his vision and his sure-fire ability to
click on the moment belie his 82 years.

Camera-shy celebrities halt at
his approach. International fashion
show organisers make certain he has
front-row seats. Vogue magazine über
editor Anna Wintour says: ‘We all dress
up for Bill.’ Fees are not an obsession.
‘Money is the cheapest thing,’ he says,
‘liberty is the most expensive.’ The
French invest him as an Officer of the
Order of Arts and Letters. He attends
the ceremony in his usual rig: the kind
of blue cotton jacket worn by French
workers.
Cunningham lives in a one-roomed,
rent-controlled apartment, New York
being less savage in that way than
lesser cities. This austere living space,
an annex to Carnegie Hall, is crammed
with filing cabinets of photos and is
threatened.
Documentary maker Richard Press
and his crew shoot with an eye as clear
as Cunningham’s. There’s an element
of intrusion when Press asks him about
his sexuality. Essentially Cunningham
dismisses the relevance of the
questioning. He does answer questions
about his weekly Mass going.
Afterwards he holds a silence more
eloquent of true faith and practice than
a half-hour sermon. Bill Cunningham is
not a paparazzo, he is a recording angel
with a camera: Nikon.
PGHHHHSFFV

The First Grader
In 2003, the Kenyan government
announced a programme of free,
primary education. Kimani N’gang’a
Maruge turned up at his local school.
Problem: he was 84. To deter him,
the principal, Jane Obinchu, said he
must have a uniform. Maruge left; he
returned, kitted out in school shirt,
shorts and long socks.
He duly learned to read and write
and went on to address the United
Nations. Robyn Dixon of The Los Angeles
Times wrote his story in 2005.
From the Dixon piece, director
Justin Chadwick and scriptwriter Ann
Peacock have spun a fine movie. Oliver
Litondo as Maruge and Naomie Harris
as Obinchu combine with rare felicity.
Locations and child actors add to the
movie’s beguilement.
But it is has to be said there is more
beguilement than documentary fact.
Flashbacks make it seem that British
cruelty to the Kikuyu tribe, of which
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Maruge was a member, came first and
triggered the Mau Mau rebellion; the
reverse occurred.
At one point, a character gives the
impression that there was no education
for natives until independence. This is
to ignore mission schools. Part of the
Hollywooding of history? Not quite.
The movie bears the logo BBC, once
synonymous with truth not fudging.
Jomo Kenyatta, accused of leading
the Mau Mau rebellion and later first
President of the Republic of Kenya,
was educated at a Presbyterian mission
school. The trade union leader and
statesman Tom (Joseph) Mboya was
educated at a Catholic mission school.
In the early Sixties, Mboya wrote
Freedom and After. Regarded as Jomo
Kenyatta’s successor, he was murdered
in Kenya in 1969. He was 38 and left
a widow Pamela and five children:
Rosemary, Maureen, Peter, Susan and
Lucas.
The collection of papers he prepared
before his death was published in 1970.
Title: The Challenge of Nationhood. (Both
books are still timely).
In the introduction to The Challenge,
he wrote: ‘There must be serenity
in knowing what cannot be solved
immediately; there must be courage
in deciding what can and must be
changed; there must be wisdom to
know the difference.’
Yes, an echo of another Catholic
statesman, Thomas More. Mboya also
wrote, perhaps with the likes of Maruge
in mind: ‘It’s really no good telling the
peasant scratching away at the soil to
be self-reliant. He’s been self-reliant
since he was born — that’s why he’s still
scratching away.’
Disclosure: Tom Mboya was
interviewed about Freedom and After
on television in London in the early
Sixties. No experienced interviewer was
available. Your reviewer was pressed
into his first television interview.
Mboya, aware of the situation, helped
him to keep scratching.
MHHHNFFV

H abemus Papam
(We Have a Pope)
The title is resonant with centuries
of faith. But filmmaker Nanni Moretti
uses it ironically, playing the irony
like a one-string fiddle in a concerto.
Its overture is archival and recreated
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footage of crowds within St Peter’s
Square intercut with sequences of Pope
John Paul II’s funeral and the multiracial College of Cardinals processing
towards the subsequent conclave to
elect a new pope.
Here Moretti and his co-writer
Domenico Procacci twist history to sly,
whimsical fantasy by going within a
studio mock-up of the Sistine Chapel
to observe the secret balloting and
re-balloting of the conclave intercut
with exterior crowd shots.
From this emerges unexpectedly an
unknown: Cardinal Melville played by
Michel Piccoli, an octogenarian who
personifies authority but who can shift
startlingly to distraught uncertainty.
Duly robed to address the expectant
crowd, he is unable to do so.
Crisis management time; a lay
Vatican functionary (Jerzy Stuhr)
summons a psychiatrist who turns out
to be – surprise, surprise – an atheist
played by Moretti; neither his disbelief
in God nor his faith in the subconscious
avail in establishing the source of the
cardinal’s hesitance.
Eventually, after scenes fake and
real, jokey and sad, Moretti resolves the
matter in a way that it would spoil his
climax to reveal. Surprise again? Not
to those who recall, as Moretti possibly
does, the pope known as Saint Celestine
V (1215-96).
Nanni Moretti is celebrated as a
satirist. Like all satirists, he walks a
wobbly tightrope between wit and the

spirit defined by A.N.Wilson when he
wrote of those who have tolerance of
everything except reverence.
MHHHNFFV

A lbert Nobbs
Star-struck melodrama based on a
19th century novella by George Moore.
The star in question is Glenn Close,
associated with the character since her
award-winning stage version more than
20 years ago.
The association shows. Close’s
embodiment of Nobbs, a woman
disguised as a hotel butler, is exquisitely
judged to the last grimace.
The period is the 19 th century,
the location genteel Dublin where
dire poverty nibbles at the starched
tablecloths.
George Moore had a hand in
establishing the Abbey Theatre;
direction by Rodrigo Garcia and the
final script by Close, John Banville and
Gabriella Prekop are duly reverent.
Pauline Collins and Brendan Gleeson
play the hotel proprietor and resident
doctor respectively. Both contribute
cameos that set-off Close’s lustrous
performance. Mia Wasikowska plays
the maid Helen, subject of Nobbs’
aspiration for a new life, an aspiration
selfishly encouraged by Helen’s
boyfriend Joe (Aaron Johnson). Add
Janet McTeer, playing a house-painter
Hubert, who is also living a double-life.
Yet for all Close’s dedication and that
of the cast, the movie shows that what
was daringly shocking in one century
may not be so daring a century later.
The movie tends to creak — like a coffin
being exhumed from a mausoleum.
TBAHHHNFFV

The Ides of March
Governor Mike Morris (George
Clooney) is a secular saint of politics, an
atheist Democrat. During a presidential,
primary campaign, he declares that his
god is the Constitution of the United
States of America.
Stephen Meyers (Ryan Gosling) is
his press secretary. Paul Zara (Philip
Seymour Hoffman) is his campaign
manager. Tom Duffy (Paul Giamatti)
is the campaign manager of Morris’s
believing rival, Senator Pullman
(Michael Mantell).
Clooney co-wrote the script with
Grant Heslow and Beau Williamon
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(author of the original stage play
Farragut North).
As star and director Clooney makes
his fellow actors part of a distinguished
ensemble. Not that that he would
have much chance of overshadowing
Hoffman or Giamatti or indeed Marisa
Tomei; she comes on as a reporter from
The New York Times, sporting a dark wig,
matching horn rims and a persistence
which makes her look as if she is
inspired by Michelle Grattan of The Age.
Evan Rachel Wood plays Molly
Stearns the charming intern for whom
Meyers falls, knowing she worked on a
previous Morris campaign. As Meyers,
Gosling
modulates
compellingly
through altruism, ambition and
passion. Clooney’s final ambivalent shot
leaves us wondering about Meyers’s
dominating emotion.
Here it should be remarked that
Clooney is niggardly with clues about
the core of the plot. The script may owe
something to his father, a successful
television newsman, who failed in his
attempt to become a congressman.
Clooney himself has been touted to
follow Hollywoodsmen George Murphy
and Ronald Reagan into politics.
If the movie has a message, it is a
very old one: ‘O put not your trust in
princes, nor in any child of man: for
there is for there is no help in them.’
(Psalm 14). Clooney makes of this: ‘Put
not your trust in machine politics as a
panacea’.
Along the way he shows that the
adjective ‘progressive’ is a wrinkled
party balloon. For confirmation read
newspaper headlines, watch TV
news bulletins or meditate on the
implications of Graham Richardson
title, What Ever It Takes.
MHHHHNFFV

The D ebt
Is a relentless thriller which shows
what can happen when the ancient
prescription, eye for an eye, tooth for a
tooth, is applied to covert operations.
Set in Israel, East Berlin and the
Ukraine, it stars Helen Mirren, Tom
Wilkinson and Ciaran Hinds as veteran
Mossad agents, Rachel, Stefan and
David.
They are famous for an assignment
to eliminate a death-camp doctor Vogel
(Jesper Christiansen) and their fame is
intensified by a book about their exploit.

Civilization

M

y ide a of civilization is as
much about sewage pipes
as flying buttresses, if not more
so, because without efficient
public plumbing cities are deathtraps, turning rivers and wells into
havens for the bacterium Vibrio
cholerae. I am, unapologetically,
as interested in the price of a work
of art as in its cultural value. To my
mind, a civilization is much more
than just the contents of a few
first-rate art galleries. It is a highly
complex human organization. Its
paintings, statues and buildings
may well be its most eye-catching
achievements, but they are
unintelligible
without
some
understanding of the economic,
social and political institutions
which devised them, paid for
them, executed them - and,
preserved them them for our gaze.
— Niall F erguson, Civilization: The West
and the R est, Allen L ane, 2011, p.2.

Jessica Chastain, Sam Worthington
and Marton Csokas play the agents
as neophytes and catch the nervous
energy that enabled them to complete
the mission — at least to their own
advantage.
The ensemble acting is of the highest
order, Mirren dominating. More and
more, her wild-child days gone, she
seems to be drawing on the Mother
Superior of her convent school days in
England.
Director
John
Madden
and
scriptwriters Matthew Vaughn, Jane
Goldman and Peter Straughan work
from an original Israeli version. They
tell the story by way of flashbacks
without loss of narrative clarity or pace.
And they provide a double twist
involving Rachel’s return to fieldwork
and the truth of what happened. Amid
the torrent of espionage thrillers, good,
bad and spoof, this is a genre classic.
MA15+HHHNFFV

The Women on the 6th Floor
Paris, 1962 but Jean-Louis Jouvert is
no pioneer swinger. He is a stockbroker
who lives in a splendid apartment block
with his wife, Suzanne. Their two sons
are at boarding school, leaving her

ample time to play socialite while he
cultivates his clients.
Theirs is a life of bourgeois
contentment until their housekeeper
leaves as result of his decision to move
some of his dead mother’s furniture.
Fabrice Luchini, a master of timing
and the finicky, plays Jouvert. Sandrine
Kiberlain as the wife displays a shy
imperiousness.
The women on the 6 th floor?
They are Spanish maids living in the
apartment block attics. The youngest
and most beautiful of them Maria
(Natalia Verbeke) is recruited to replace
the housekeeper.
Director Philippe Le Guay and
co-writer Jerome Tonnerre milk
amusement from the contrast between
the Jouverts and the Spanish maids
who still say the rosary and go to
Mass at the Spanish Church in Rue de
la Pompe where the parish priest, El
Padre Chuecan, provides spiritual and
temporal aid.
Their
devoutness
does
not
completely accord with the way Le
Guay plaits his story lines. He chooses
romantic cliché over the subtlety of
that master of wise, as opposed to
sophisticated, comedy, the late Eric
(The Subtle) Rohmer with whom,
ironically, Fabrice Luchini made six
films as Rohmer’s alter ego Jean-Pierre
Léaud.
PGHHHHDFFV

Waste L and
Lucy Walker’s documentary takes
us to the world’s biggest rubbish tip,
Jardim Gramacho, where men, women
and children scratch a living recycling
plastic, paper, metal and glass amid
the shanty towns (favelas) of Rio de
Janeiro, dominated by the statue of
Christ the Redeemer.
Depressing? Not at all. Our ebullient
guide is the artist Vik Muniz, born in
Brazil living in New York. He is intent
on giving meaning to the lives of the
recyclers (catadores) by persuading
them to collaborate with him in a
project to create images of themselves
using rubbish as their medium.
What astonishes is the attitude of
the catadores. They take pride in their
work. They thank God. The women in
particular make it clear that they have
made the choice of recycling over the
option of prostitution.
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Extreme free marketeers may see
this as proof that individuals will
always find a way to make a decent
living. But among the catadores is the
Garbage Pickers Association of Jardim
Gramacho, headed by Tiao (Sebastiao
Carlos dos Santos), obeying the social
instinct that creates chambers of
commerce and trade unions.
Walker focuses on the tip and the
completion of the project. Balance for
her masterly documentary could have
been provided with cutaway shots
featuring the high-contrast lifestyles
of those who benefit most from the
rubbish recycling. Perhaps in an
Australian sequel…
MHHHHSFFV

Buck
Nine months a year Buck Brannaman
traverses the United States helping
people with their horses. Or, as he
puts it, horses with their people. Cindy
Meehl’s documentary shows him at
work, including a stint on the Robert
Redford movie, The Horse Whisperer,
based on the Nicholas Evans bestseller.
Redford pays generous tribute to
Brannaman’s extraordinary way with
horses.
The documentary reveals that
Brannaman had a harsh childhood; after
the death of his parents, he was fostered
into gentleness which fed into his
dictum: ‘Your horse is a mirror to your
soul, and sometimes you may not like
what you see. Sometimes, you will.’
His voice is a significant part of his
way: slow, deep, considered like one
of the wise equine Houyhnhums from
Jonathan Swift’s Gulliver’s Travels.
TBAHHHSFFV

Moneyball
Director Bennett Miller knocks the
adage, ‘Lies, damn’ lies and statistics’
clean out of the park. With scriptwriter
Aaron Sorkin, he uses the truth of
statistics — ‘sabermetrics’ — to debunk
the myths about baseball enshrined
in such movies as The Natural, Bull
Durham and Field of Dreams.
Brad Pitt plays Oakland Athletics
manager Billy Beane who recruited
a fat whiz-kid, Pete Brand (Jonah
Hill), to transform his team despite
opposition from obdurates such
as field manager Art Howe (Philip
Seymour Hoffman).

Hill and Pitt play off each other
brilliantly like Abbott and Costello (the
other ones) in serious mode. And what
could be more serious than a movie
based on Michael Lewis’s Moneyball:
The Art of Winning and Unfair Game?
Miller opts for a quasi-documentary
style intercutting between the field of
play, computer monitors and off-field
trading of players which maintains
fascination even for non-aficionados.
End titles provide material that should
have been seen visually.
Inspiring, your reviewer drafted
a cricket version: No-hoper cricketer
learns statistical analysis as his country’s
Treasurer. He applies such analysis to
his local team and move onward and
upward to a decisive Ashes Test. Title: J.
Winston’s Winning Numbers.
MHHHSFFV

L e H avre
No one does sadness like Finnish
director Aki Kaurismaki. And he does it
through the way he lights his characters
and uses a simple story as a parable for
a wider truth.
He gives us Marcel Marx, a writer
who has taken to polishing shoes
instead of phrases and lives frugally
in the harbourside area of Le Havre.
Andre Wilms plays Marcel with a kind of
shabby fortitude. Kati Outinen embodies
his wife, her frailty intensifying his loving
care for her.
Into their lives comes a teenage
African refugee (Blondin Miguel) on the
run from immigration authorities assisted
by a dour cop (Jean Pierre Daroussin).
Will Marcel respond to the refugee’s
need? His dilemma is compounded
when his wife is hospitalised after
being diagnosed as suffering from an
incurable illness.
Without betraying the ending, it
can be said that Kaurismaki’s gift is his
rare courage in showing goodness not
as a concept but as a force for action by
those who seem to have the least to give.
It is the force inherent in the parable
of the Widow’s Mite.
PGHHHHSFFV

A ges of L ove
Triptych of romantic comedies:
Youth, Maturity and Age, written and
directed by Giovanni Veronesi. The first
portrays Sara (Valeria Solarino), Mical
(Laura Chiatti ) and Roberto (Riccardo

Scamarchio) in a triangle of love, lust
and fidelity against a background of
property development.
The second displays comedian Carlo
Verdone as Fabio, a solidly married
TV anchorman ensnared by Eliana
(Donatello Finnochiaro), a psychiatrist
with identity problems.
Veronesi does stretch the material’s
satiric, comic possibilities because of
Verdone’s resemblance to Italy’s lost
leader who has passed into history
under his surname: Berlusconi and the
tag: as Mussolini made the trains run on
time, Berlusconi synchronised affairs of
state with his own.
The third, Veronesi saving the
best vintage to last, presents Robert
De Niro as Adrian, an ItalianAmerican art historian returning to
his ancestral home after a divorce and
a heart-transplant. History no longer
preoccupies him — except if Monica
Bellucci as Viola, who has a gloriously
dubious past, can be so considered.
De Niro, in only his second Italianlanguage movie (his first Bertolucci’s
1900) takes and gives delight in
the comedy after enduring so many
wise-guy years.
MA15+HHHNFFV.

Puss in Boots
Director Chris Miller and writer
Tom Wheeler have saved Puss to be
the last character standing from the
popular Shrek franchise. Once again he
is voiced by Antonio Banderas whose
delivery summons memories of the
swashbuckler Banderas displayed as
live-action Zorro.
Opposite Puss is Kitty Softpaws
(voiced by Salma Hayek). Narrative
drive is provided by Zach Galifianakis,
giving voice to Humpty Dumpty (whose
fall in British folklore was a cryptic
version of Cardinal Wolsey’s fate at
the hands of Henry VIII after he had
served the king not wisely but too well).
PGHHHSFFV.

Melancholia
Director
Lars
von
Trier’s
meldodrama is haunted by shades of
greatness – the greatness of Swedish
master Ingmar Bergman. As respectively
a high-powered corporate type and
a hapless bridegroom, Swedish
actors Stellen Skarsgard and his son
Alexander strengthen the haunting.
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Kirsten Dunst plays Justine a
doomed bride whose fate is dominated
by the out-of-orbit planet Melancholia.
Charlotte Gainsbourg is her sister
Claire and Kiefer Sutherland her
brother-in-law John. John Hurt is the
bride’s father and adds to the chaotic
planetary influence.
The artist suffering for his art is a
cliché. Lars von Trier reverses it by
making the audience do the suffering.
That said, it has to be admitted that his
final sequence is all his own and one of
the most powerful ever filmed.
TBAHHNFFV

A rthur Christmas
Director Sarah Smith gift-wraps a
funny cartoon (either 3D or 2D), an
Anglo-American collaboration between
the stop-motion claymation of Aardman
Animation and the digital conjuring of
Sony Pictures Entertainment.
As Father Christmas Jim Broadbent
leads the voice actors. Imelda Staunton
is Mrs Claus. Their hyper efficient son,
Steve, is Hugh Laurie and their haplessly
shy son, Arthur, is James McAvoy.
They work from a toy factory at the
North Pole staffed by multitudes of
elves and equipped with more computer
screens than the ABC, BBC and NBC
combined.
Who does what when one child
misses out on a present is the cartoon’s
central problem.
The cartoon is, of course, yet
another variation on Santa Claus (St
Nicholas Bishop of Myra, patron saint
of Aberdeen, pawnbrokers seafarers and
children).
He was not always benign and at the
Council of Nicea in 325AD he is said to
have smitten the heretic Arius on the
jaw. Next Christmas perhaps this could
be inserted in a cartoon as a flashback.
GHHHSFFV

We Need to Talk about Kevin
Writer/director Lynne Ramsay fine
tunes Lionel Shriver’s psychological
novel through flashback editing that
creates foreboding.
Ezra Miller as the teenage Kevin
combines charm and malevolence like
cheesecake and ratbane. To the role of
his mother Eva, Tilda Swinton brings
an icy modernity mixed with the
bewilderment of a parent in a folktale
confronted with a changeling.

As the father, Franklin, John C
Reilly is all amiability, boiled spud to
Swinton’s frozen parsnip. Both have
difficulty with romantic rapture in
flashbacks to their courtship.
The movie is horrific but there
are no buckets of blood although red
dominates the director’s colour palette.
The rampage when it comes is
restrained and equivalently shocking:
a climax ripped from newsreel footage
of any high school massacre. There is a
shiver of reconciliation between mother
and son. But think clinical study not
entertainment.
MA15HHHNFFV

Our Idiot Brother
Released from jail after selling pot
to a uniformed cop (repeat uniformed),
Ned (Paul Rudd), a bearded hippy
unaware that he is a walking, talking
anachronism, opts to go straight.
His gormlessness prevails, however,
in encounters with his former bedmate,
a shrewish, rustic suburbanite, Janet
(Kathryn Hahn), his chilled-wine Mom
(Shirley Knight) and his three sisters,
Liz, an ambitious tele-person, Miranda,
an arty type and Natalie, a housewife
(Elizabeth Banks, Zooey Deschanel and
Emily Mortimer).
Director Jesse Peretz works from
a wild and witty script by Evgenia
Peretz and David Schisgall. Together
they ramp up the wildness through
Liz’s wayward husband Dylan (Steve
Coogan), a documentary maker.
Paul Rudd is the comedy’s still
centre. By deadpan underacting he
out-acts everyone, including a pooch
called Willie Nelson who provides the
old bone of a happy ending.
MHHHNFFV

I D on’t Know H ow
She does It
Savvy domestic rather than
romantic comedy, script by Aline Brosh
McKenna, direction Douglas McGrath.
It is an Americanisation from an
English potboiler in the shiny kitchen
of chicklit by journalist Alison Pearson
(wife of Anthony Lane film critic of The
New Yorker, a junior contemporary of
Annals).
What it loses in whimsicality it makes
up in pace. Sarah Jessica Parker plays
Kate Reddy a corporate lawyer able
to high fly from the nursery thanks

to a scatty nanny. Kate’s architect
husband Richard (Greg Kinnear) is also
supportive, his schedules as timeless as
those of the designers of the pyramids.
Kate finds herself inter-commuting
between Boston and New York on an
investment assignment for her boss
(Kelsey Grammar). Her co-negotiator
is played by Pierce Brosnan as smoothly
as an ATM packed with hundred- dollar
notes.
Will the business partnership turn
to something warmer? Clues: along
the way they go tenpin bowling where
Kate comes on like a second cousin
to Bridget Jones whose diary showed
that she was essentially a sensible Jane
Austenish gel.
PGHHHSFFV.

Burning Man
The story line is older than movies:
man loses the love of his life and
goes madly in search of her. Transfer
Orpheus and Eurydice from Elysium
to blue-sky, sunlit Bondi and you have
filmmaker Jonathan Teplitzky’s take on
the myth.
He makes his Orpheus a chef called
Tom who loses his beloved to cancer
and tries to find her in manic episodes
of drunkenness and promiscuity.
Myth or modern, a familiar story.
Teplitsky decides to enliven it by
putting it through a Mixmaster edit that
creates chaos.
Matthew Goode is Tom fighting his
way through the chaos as if caught in a
Bondi riptide of gravy. Dialogue favours
the f-word more heavily than sauce
on a Big Mac. In flashback, Bojana
Novakovic plays the lost love Sarah with
bewitching charm. Others who nakedly
abound for Tom’s mourning distraction
are played by Kate Beahan, Rachel
Griffiths and Marta Dusseldorp.
Kerry Fox comes on as the co-owner
of Tom’s restaurant, cool to his appeal.
Another friend Karen is played with
resolute finesse by Essie Davis. Clarity
as to whether she is his ex-wife, sister
or sister-in-law is lost in he Mixmaster.
Teplitsky shoots a key crash scene of
immense power that shows what he can
do when he edits to heighten. But even
here his Mixmaster edit blurs a funny,
pay-off sight-gag.
MA15+HHNFFV
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The Arab ‘Spring”
The West is not pushing for true democratic reforms in this region.
Instead, they just want to change political systems

Syriac Catho lic Patriarch calls
fo r Peaceful Refo rm in Syria
By Doreen Aby Raad
yria is in the throes of
an eight-month uprising
against President Bashar
al-Assad’s rule. But
does the so-called ‘Arab
Spring’ bode well for
Christians in the Middle

East?
Syriac Catholic Patriarch Ignatius
Joseph III Younan of Antioch is
not so sure. He has been deeply
concerned by the increasing violence
in Syria. A native of Hassakeh, Syria,
Patriarch Younan is the shepherd of
approximately 150,000 Syriac Catholics
worldwide, with about 30,000 to 40,000
in Syria, about 50,000 in Iraq and some
25,000 in the United States and Canada.
In 1995, Pope John Paul II
appointed him as the first bishop of
the newborn diocese of Our Lady of
Deliverance for Syriac Catholics in the
United States and Canada, based in
New Jersey.
Younan had established the
diocese soon after his arrival to the
U.S. in 1986, under the guidance
and assistance of Cardinal Theodore
McCarrick, who was archbishop of
Newark at that time.
He was elected by the Syriac
Catholic Synod held in Rome on
January 20, 2009, as patriarch of the
Syriac Catholic Church of Antioch.
Along with Cardinal Leonardo Sandri,
prefect of the Congregation for the
Oriental Churches, Patriarch Younan
served as a co-president of the October
2010 Special Assembly of the Synod
of Bishops for the Middle East in the
Vatican.
He spoke with Register correspondent
Doreen Abi Raad at the patriarchate in
Beirut, Lebanon, about the unsettling
reality of the situation in Syria.

Register: What is your assessment of
the situation in Syria?
Patriarch: ‘The problem we are
facing now -- and many of us Church
leaders had predicted this -- is that it’s
becoming a confessional (religious)
struggle. This is the reality.
We are not supporting any regime.
However, we call for a real dialogue.
‘Syria needs a lot of reforms. It needs
a multiparty system of government and
freedom of speech. But those reforms
have to be accomplished through
dialogue. We in the Church are all for
reforms, but those reforms have to be
executed or accomplished through
dialogue and peaceful means.
‘If the aim is to change the political
system, it’s got to take some time, and
since the people want that change for
the good of their country, they have
to patient to find a way to make those
needed reforms.
‘We need a neutral third party that
could unite those who are in conflict
(with each other). That means the
Syrian government and the opposition.
From what we understand of the
claims of the opposition (in Syria), they
just want to crash the system of the
government. But pushing just to topple
the government will have very bad
consequences.
Register: Isn’t this the hoped-for
outcome of the ‘Arab Spring’ -- for a regime
to fall?
Patriarch: ‘We fear that the kind
of pressure put on requiring the fall
of the government in Syria will have
disastrous consequences, even worse
than in Iraq. And this chaos, surely -with no means to implement security -will lead to civil war.
‘This civil war doesn’t mean
political parties that struggle to control

the power. It will be confessional
(religious); and war in the name of God
is far worse than a political struggle
This is what we fear.
‘The two factions in the population,
Sunni and Alawite, are not going to
accept each other and live along with
each other while there is a profound
reciprocal hatred. Should we not
remind ourselves of the horrible
confessional wars back in European
history? Christians [here] are stuck
between both communities (Sunni
and Alawite) because we don’t have
the desire or the ambition to control
the government or to topple it, and
we don’t stand with any confession.
Therefore, Christians are the most
vulnerable.
Register:
What
should
the
international community be doing?
Patriarch: ‘Most of us think that the
Western countries are following an
opportunism that is not for the good
-- neither for the peoples living in the
Middle East nor for Islam nor for the
whole civil world -- that means the
community of nations.
‘What the West likes to understand
of the so-called Arab Spring, is really
naive. Most of the regimes in this
region, aside from Lebanon, are not
democratic. Most of them deny religious
freedom to those who are not Muslims.
‘They (the Western world) believe in
democracy and civil rights. But they are
not pushing for true democratic reforms
in this region. Instead, they just want
to change political systems, which they
think are dictatorial systems, into an
unknown system where respect for civil
rights is absent.
‘By civil rights we mean not only
the freedom of speech and civil
rights of all citizens, but civil rights to

Ann als Austr al asia 64 november/december 2011

107160 Annals Nov-Dec 2011.indb 64

7/12/11 2:33 PM

implement religious freedom for all.
That means to set up a civil society that
respects the charter of human rights as
already stipulated by the U.N. in 1948
(the ‘Universal Declaration of Human
Rights’).
‘We expect the free world to defend
the principles of liberty and true
democracy for all, and not just to bring
it about that the majority represented
in a country should assume power. This
is unfair to minorities who are the most
vulnerable, like Christians, who have
been living in those countries for a long
time, before Islam.’
Then why do Christians keep
emigrating from these countries? It is
because there is no political system that
respects their religious identity.
Therefore,
the
international
community should really re-examine
their positions. Because even if now
they are defending what they call the
civil rights of those people opposing
the dictatorial regimes, a time will come
when they will be — I’m talking about
the Western nations — rejected by those
whom they supported. This could lead
to an increase in terrorism.
The Western nations must have not
only their proper interests in mind,
because we know what the Middle East
represents in the economical realm: oil.
The international community needs
to look at the people in the Middle
East as human beings who need fair
development in the social, economical
and political fields. It seems that
economic opportunism and an aim to
divide the Middle East keeps interfering
in the life of this region.
As the shepherds of Christians,
our duty is to speak out. Although we
don’t mingle in politics, we already
have the experience of our multi-sect
history, from living in this region and
witnessing the very horrible reality of
Iraq. It is our duty to speak. The Church
has always defended the civil rights of
all human beings, whatever their race,
ethnicity or religion.
Surely, it’s not easy to foresee the
future. We pray and hope for a more
peaceful and reasonable solution in
Syria, as well as in other Middle Eastern
countries like Iraq and Egypt.
Source: National Catholic Register, http://www.
ncregister.com/daily-news/syriac-catholic-patriarchwarns-west-of-increasingly-sectarian-violence-in/#ixzz1dFPjKfa0
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