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‘Blessed be 
the lord

Who has 
shown me 
the wonders 
of his love’.
- Psalm 30 [31]

Front Cover: Our cover this month is a mosaic of St Peter 
holding the Keys to the Kingdom of Heaven. When 
you enter St Peter’s Basilica in Rome and move to your 
right, you will see this mosaic above the Holy Door 
which is walled up awaiting the next Holy Year and 
decorated with a golden cross. Pope Clement X had the 
mosaic placed there during the Holy Year of 1675. Many 
pilgrims don’t seem to notice that the Shrine to St Peter 
has five massive doors. The first on the left facing the 
basilica is known as the Door of Death [because funeral 
processions used to exit through it] and the second 
the Door of Good and Evil [because one panel of the 
door depicts good and the other evil]. The central door 
is named the Filarete Door after its maker, Antonio 
Averlino [1400-1469] – who was known as Filarete  
which in Greek means ‘lover of excellence’]. To the 
right of the Filarete Door is the Door of the Sacraments 
and the last of the five is the Holy Door on the extreme 
right. 
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T HE CURIOUS have remarked that one institution 
alone for now nineteen hundred years has been 
attacked not by one opposing principle but from 

every conceivable point. It has been denounced upon all 
sides and for reasons successively incompatible: it has 
suffered the contempt, the hatred and the ephemeral 
triumph of enemies as diverse as the diversity of things 
could produce. This institution is the Catholic Church. 
Alone of moral things present among man it has been 
rejected, criticized, or cursed, on grounds which have 
not only varied from age to age, but have been always 
of conflicting and often of contradictory kinds. No one 
attacking force seems to have cared whether its particular 
form of assault were in agreement with others past, or 
even contemporary, so long as its assault were directed 
against Catholicism. Each is so concerned, in each case, 
with the thing attacked that it ignores all else. … Each is 
at heart concerned not so much with its own doctrine as 
with the destruction of the Faith.

— Hilaire Belloc, Survivals and New Arrivals, London, Sheed & Ward, 1929, p. 9.

CATho LICISm
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Henry VIII, Thomas Cromwell and The Man for all Seasons

Wo LF hALL  AND BRINg  UP Th E Bo DIES
By Kevin Hilferty

H E  B L O O D -
SOAKED times of 
Tudor England as 
Henry VIII broke 
the country from 
the Catholic Church 
460 years ago seem 

to have an endless fascination for our 
generation, as shown by the popular 
success of books, films and TV series set 
in that era.

The dominant figure in these 
is Henry but always present is 
his Master Secretary, Thomas 
Cromwell. They come together 
again with a cast of discarded or 
executed queens, nobles, bishops, 
ambassadors and schemers in two 
recent historical novels, Wolf Hall 
and Bring Up the Bodies by Hilary 
Mantel. 

The first of these deservedly 
won the 2009 Man Booker Prize 
for fiction while its sequel has been 
short-listed for this year’s Prize. 
As we know so much about the 
Tudors there can be no surprises 
as these books unfold and through 
Cromwell’s machinations people 
are led to the scaffold.

So skilled is Ms Mantel that a 
real tension emerges and the era 
comes alive –so the reader must be 
reminded that these are novels and 
not histories. 

Ms Mantel’s words are 
expressed in present tense 
through the eyes, voice and 
thoughts of Cromwell and they 
reflect the contemporary politically 
correct secular ideas of our times. 
Cromwell becomes something of 
a hero (or anti-hero), doing the King’s 
bidding, anticipating his needs, a 
reforming public servant. 

Writers at the time and later historians 
saw another Cromwell: highly intelligent, 
calculating, corrupt, ruthless, cruel and 
manipulative. 

Little is known of Cromwell’s early 
life. He was born in the Thames-side 
village of Putney about 1485 where his 
father, Walter, was an alehouse keeper 
and blacksmith. 

The first novel opens with Walter 
savagely beating his son. Cromwell 
makes his way to Europe where he 
spends years as a mercenary soldier for 
the French in Italy and as a trader and 

banker. He learns skills and languages, 
reads Machiavelli’s The Prince with its 
cynical view of power and encounters 
Lutheranism in Germany and early 
Protestantism in the Netherlands. He 
emerges in l527 in London as a lawyer 
and an MP.

He lands a role with Cardinal Wolsey, 
Chancellor of England and the King’s 
chief minister. Cromwell is loyal to 
Wolsey who obtains papal approval to 
suppress 29 minor monasteries to fund 
two colleges. Cromwell devises how to 
carry this out – and Henry notices. 

But Henry’s “great matter” is to 
obtain papal annulment of his 20-year 
marriage to Katherine of Aragon to 

marry Anne Boleyn who he 
hopes can give him a son, 
Katherine having produced a 
daughter, Mary. 

Wolsey’s efforts fail; in 1529 
he falls from power, is arrested 
and dies on the way from York 
to London. Cromwell transfers 
his loyalty to Henry and 
becomes the King’s adviser. 

As the split with Rome 
widens, Cromwell implements 
measures against the Church; 
the first executions take place 
– a nun, Jane Barton (The 
Holy Maid of Kent) who has 
prophesied the death of Henry 
and Richard Reynolds, a 
theologian and chaplain to the 
Brigettine nuns of Syon. 

Henry makes Cromwell 
his vice regent in spiritual 
affairs allowing him to send 
his commissioners to inspect, 
reform and close monasteries. 
His Act of Supremacy makes 
the King “our Sovereign Lord, 
his heirs and successors…. the 
Only Supreme Head on Earth 
of the Church of England.” In 
England the Pope is referred to 
as the Bishop of Rome. 

The executioners are busy: in the 
spring of 1535 four Carthusian monks 
of the London Charterhouse who 
refuse to accept the Act are dragged 
to Tyburn and hanged, drawn and 
quartered. A dreadful fate also awaits 
the other Carthusians (although not 

CatholiC history

Henry VIII [1491-1547] was king of  England from 1509 until his death. 
Two days after the eighteen-year-old Henry’s Coronation on June 23, 1509, 

he had two of  his father’s ministers – Sir Richard Empson and Edmund 
Dudley – arrested for treason and they were executed the following year. This 

set the tone for his manner of  dealing with people who opposed him.
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mentioned in the novel): chained 
to pillars in dungeons they starve to 
death. 

Cromwell uses the royal printery to 
produce books and leaflets to support 
his reformist cause, among them an 
English translation of Machiavelli’s The 
Prince.

An obstacle to the King’s annulment 
is Wolsey’s successor as Lord Chancellor, 
Sir Thomas More. Cromwell is joined 
by the Protestant Anne Boleyn and her 
family in a vicious campaign to bring 
down More and he resigns in 1532. But 
this is not enough for the plotters and 
Cromwell sets up More’s interrogation 
and trial in l534, described at length in 
Wolf Hall. 

The guilty verdict is pre-ordained. 
Imprisoned for treason with More in 
the Tower is Thomas Fisher, Bishop of 
Rochester, another opponent of 
the Act of Supremacy and the 
annulment of Henry’s marriage. 
The frail bishop is carried to his 
execution on June 22, 1535. More 
follows him to the scaffold on July 
5. Both are canonised in 1935. 

Ms Mantel portrays More as a 
cruel and determined persecutor 
of heretics, a view I came across 
recently in an Internet posting by 
an American fundamentalist group. 
History, though, is on the side 
of More, the man of conscience. 
Annals Australia readers may 
remember Robert Bolt’s 1960 play 
A Man for All Seasons about More 
and the 1963 film based on it in 
which Paul Scofield played the 
saintly More and Leo McKern the 
evil schemer Cromwell. 

In association with Cranmer, 
Henry‘s Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Cromwell devises the means 
by which Henry’s marriage to 
Katherine is set aside and the King 
freed to marry Anne Boleyn. 

The title Wolf Hall only appears 
towards the end. It is the name 
of the Wiltshire house of the Seymour 
family. Planning the itinerary for Henry’s 
progress around the west and south 
of England Cromwell lists it as a place 
where the court will spend five days. He 
knows the King is tiring of Anne and is 
attracted to one of her ladies in waiting 
Jane Seymour who will be there.

At 651 pages and an opening 
sequence of five pages of characters, 

Wolf Hall is a demanding read – I know 
people who gave up half way through it.  

By contrast, Bring Up the Bodies 
is more accessible, covering from 
September 1535 to late summer 1536. 
It is of 410 pages (still with five pages 
of characters); the title comes from the 
order given at the Tower to present 
prisoners for trial. 

Tirelessly the master bureaucrat 
Cromwell advances Henry’s interests; in 
the first book, his wife and two young 
daughters have died of the “sweating 
sickness” – the plague – and he goes 
hunting with falcons he has named after 
them. 

Anne Boleyn has given Henry a 
daughter, Elizabeth, and hopes for a son. 
But Henry wants rid of her – a task he 
gives to Cromwell. As always, Cromwell 
is up to it.

Anne now moves against her former 
ally Cromwell, as she had against Wolsey. 
But Cromwell is much more formidable. 
Like a spider, aided by his son 
Gregory and the young lawyer Thomas 
Wriothesley, he weaves a web, accusing 
her of adultery with three lovers and 
incest with her brother. 

The trials of Anne and the men 
dominate the book as Cromwell 

interrogates them without using the rack 
and sets legal traps into which they fall. 
All are condemned as Henry had wished. 
“I have only a little neck,” says Anne. “It 
will be the work of a moment.”

Ms Mantel depicts their deaths as 
Cromwell’s payback to Anne and her 
lovers for their role in the downfall of 
Wolsey and recalls how the men had 
performed a masque in which Wolsey 
was set upon by demons and carried 
down to hell. 

Katherine dies under house arrest 
clearing the way for Henry to marry Jane 
Seymour without legal impediments. 
Cromwell is present when an imported 
French swordsman beheads Anne. 
Two days later the King marries Jane 
Seymour.

The King needs money for his 
extravagant lifestyle, his foreign policies 

and his armed forces without 
asking Parliament. So Cromwell 
creates the legal means to extract 
it: a massive fine on the clergy for 
dealing with a foreign power (the 
Vatican), confiscations, executions 
for treason (with the assets of the 
dead confiscated for the King). 
Cromwell is creating England’s 
state church.

The King rewards Cromwell 
with high offices some of which 
come with grand houses and 
makes him Baron Cromwell of 
Wimbeldon

England has been governed 
haphazardly by a medieval clutch 
of king, peers and bishops but 
he wants Parliament to have 
authority. He proposes a bill to 
make the rich pay for the poor 
but the aristocrats block this. 

Cromwell’s commissioners 
are making inventories of the 
possessions of each monastery 
and convent. He has a network 
of informers and spies, even 
within the doomed monasteries 
and grand houses. He has a bitter 

foe in England’s premier nobleman, the 
Duke of Norfolk, and his enemies are 
circling. 

We await Ms Mantel’s third book 
in this gripping series. It is no secret 
that this will end with Cromwell’s 
execution in 1540. But the major 
events of his last four years are well 
known and it is not giving away 
secrets to reveal them – she will fill 

Sir Thomas More [1478-1535].  Hans Holbein painted More robed 
as Lord Chancellor, with a sensitive face and his eyes cast upwards. More 

refused to accept the king as Supreme Head of  the Church and refused to take 
the oath of  Succession because it disparaged Papal authority and Henry’s 

marriage to Catherine of  Aragon. More was convicted of  treason on perjured 
evidence and beheaded on July 6, 1535.
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pact against the Catholic powers with 
a German Protestant state. But the deal 
between France and the Empire falls 
apart and the marriage is a disaster.

Cromwell’s enemies who hate 
Cromwell for his lowly origins persuade 
Henry that he must go. When he takes 
his seat at a meeting of the Privy Council 
Norfolk says “Cromwell. Do not sit there. 
Traitors do not sit with gentlemen.” 
Norfolk snatches the Order of St George 
from Cromwell’s neck and the Earl of 
Southampton tears the Order of the 
Garter from his leg. Then the captain of 
the guard and six men take him in a boat 
to the Tower. 

Henry still needs Cromwell and 
seeks his advice about ending his brief 
marriage to Anne of Cleves. Cromwell 
obliges and writes to Henry: “Written at 
the Tower, this Wednesday, the last of 
June, with the heavy heart and trembling 
hand of your Highness’s most heavy and 
most miserable prisoner and poor slave, 
Thomas Cromwell. Most gracious prince, 
I cry for mercy, mercy, mercy.” 

But Henry‘s mind is on his 
forthcoming marriage to Katheryn 
Howard. The documents for Cromwell’s 
execution for treason, bribery, the sale 
of export licences and heresy (for 
promoting extreme Protestantism against 
Henry ‘s conservatism) are drawn up 

by his former protégé Thomas 
Wriothesley and on July 25, 1540 
he suffers the gruesome fate to 
which he consigned others. His 
head is placed on a pike on London 
Bridge facing away from the City 
and his wealth and properties 
seized for the King. 

In later years Henry blames 
others for Cromwell’s death and 
laments his loss. He never appoints 
another chief minister, running 
policy himself. He wastes all the 
fortune he obtained from the 
monasteries in a futile war against 
France and on his death leaves 
England friendless and penniless. 

It was another Cromwell, Oliver 
(1599-1658), a distant kinsman 
of Thomas and Lord Protector of 
England, Scotland and Ireland who 
had one of Henry’s successors, King 
Charles I, executed in London on 
January 1, 1649. 

Kevin Hilferty is a regular contributor to 
Annals Australasia on English Catholic history.

Charles V, and King Francis of France 
poses a threat to England and persuades 
Henry to marry a German Protestant 
princess, Anne of Cleves, and form a 

them with drama (of which there is 
plenty).

Jane Seymour dies giving birth to 
Henry’s son, the future King Edward 
VI. Cromwell introduces laws against 
traditional forms of piety such as relics, 
local festivals and holy days, fasting 
and prayers for the dead and his agents 
enforce these. He writes to the clergy 
instructing them to preach the truth to 
their people to drive from their hearts 
“the corrupte and unsavery teachings of 
the bishopp of Rome.”

Cromwell orders that devotional 
statues be seized and brought to 
London. On the wooden pilgrimage 
image of the Welsh hero, St Derfel 
Gadarn, the Observant Friar John Forest 
is slowly roasted as the reformer Hugh 
Latimer preaches. 

The policies of the King and 
Cromwell lead to a rising in the north 
of England, the Pilgrimage of Grace. An 
army of 30,000 men sets off towards 
London and Henry, Cromwell and the 
Duke of Norfolk offer them concessions 
so they lay down their arms and go 
home. 

Henry has no intention of honouring 
his promises and when a second rising 
breaks out Norfolk suppresses it with 
great brutality. 

Cromwell then implements the 
Dissolution of the Monasteries, which 
with their farms and forests possess 
about one-sixth of England. He 
already knows to the last penny 
what each is worth. He offers the 
monks and nuns modest pensions, 
paid from monastery funds, should 
they return to their family homes 
and many do. 

But to those who remain faithful 
to their vows he offers in the words 
of Faith of Our Fathers “dungeon, 
fire and sword.” The monasteries 
implicated in the Pilgrimage of 
Grace are destroyed and the monks 
slaughtered.

Henry sells many of the 
monasteries to his aristocratic 
cronies, acting on Cromwell’s 
advice that they will remain 
indebted to the king. Cromwell, a 
wealthy landowner, acquires seven 
of them and pockets bribes from 
landowners anxious to get their 
hands on others.

Cromwell believes an alliance 
between the Holy Roman Emperor, 

Thomas Cromwell [1485-1540]. Hans Holbein’s 1534 portrait of  
Cromwell depicts a brooding figure in dark robes, clutching a document 
in his right hand. When in Wolf  Hall  Cromwell saw the painting he 
remarked that someone had said he looked like a murderer.  “Did you 
not know?” said his son Gregory. Cromwell was executed for treason 

and heresy on July 28, 1540.

Holbein and 
his subjects

The porTraiTs illustrating 
this article were all painted 

by hans holbein the Younger 
(1497-1543). Born in augsburg, 
Germany, holbein worked in 
London between 1526 and 1528. 
sir Thomas More befriended 
him, introduced him to his 
circle of friends and arranged 
commissions for him.  

holbein returned to england 
between 1532 and l540, won 
commissions from Cromwell and 
became henry‘s court painter.  
holbein painted numerous 
portraits of henry and the king 
sent him across europe to 
make portraits of his potential 
new wives. The portraits of 
More and Cromwell now hang 
in the same room in the Frick 
Museum New York, separated 
by a marble fireplace – More on 
the left, Cromwell on the right. 
That of henry Viii is in a Madrid 
museum.
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Th E Po o Rh o USE 

HEIRS IS YON house that holds the parish poor,
Whose walls of mud scarce bear the broken door;
There, where the putrid vapours, flagging, play,
And the dull wheel hums doleful through the day;
There children dwell, who know no parents’ care,

Parents, who know no children’s love, dwell there;
Heart-broken matrons on their joyless bed,
Forsaken wives, and mothers never wed;
Dejected widows with unheeded tears,
And crippled age with more than childhood-fears;
The lame, the blind, and, far the happiest they!
The moping idiot and the madman gay.
Here too the sick their final doom receive,
Here brought, amid the scenes of grief, to grieve,
Where the loud groans from some sad chamber flow,
Mixed with the clamors of the crowd below.
How would ye bear in real pain to lie,
Despised, neglected, left alone to die?
How would ye bear to draw your latest breath,
Where all that’s wretched paves the way for death?
Such is that room which one rude beam divides,
And naked rafters form the sloping sides;
Where the vile bands that bind the thatch are seen,
And lath and mud is all that lie between;
Save one dull pane, that, coarsely patched, gives way
To the rude tempest, yet excludes the day.
Here, on a matted flock, with dust o’erspread,
The drooping wretch reclines his languid head;
For him no hand the cordial cup applies,
Nor wipes the tear that stagnates in his eyes.

— George Crabbe, 1754-1832. Crabbe was an English poet, surgeon, and Anglican clergyman.  
He is best known for his descriptions of working and middle-class lives. Poorhouses or 
Workhouses came into existence because of a need created when Henry VIII seized the 
Monasteries. Westminster Abbey used to spend 10% of its revenue caring for the poor around 
London. It is estimated that most of the Monasteries and Abbeys did likewise.
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islam and the West

Belloc reminds us that the subjection of Islam to non-Islamic States —  purely political 
subjection — was accomplished ‘by nothing more subtle or enduring than a  

superiority in weapons and mechanical invention.’  He adds that ‘this superiority  
dates from a very short time ago’.

h ILAIRE BELLo C AND ISLAm  
By Paul Stenhouse, MSC PhD

HE Tide of the Faith, 
i f  I  may use one 
of Hilaire Belloc’s 
favourite sea-going 
metaphors, is rising 
not ebbing. Were it 
not rising, the Pope 

would be the flavour of the month: 
and the media would be praising 
the Church instead of attacking it 
and interviewing maverick Catholics, 
including some bishops, who seem to 
have forgotten the oath they took to 
serve the Church and the Pope.

This repudiation of the authority 
of the Church across the ecclesiastical 
board – by certain priests, religious and 
laity – this ambiguity about primacy 
of conscience and the Collegiality of 
bishops, calls to mind yet other words of 
Hilaire Belloc that are eerily prescient: 

‘those engaged upon helping 
on that tide will confuse Faith with 
fads. For this peril, a recognition of 
authority is the first and indeed the 
only safeguard. Moreover we have 
no doubt where Authority lies, and 
therein we are singularly fortunate, for 
we act under obedience to a Society 
of Divine Foundation, of known and 
definable organs for its expression, and 
of infallibility in its final decisions’.1

Lack of respect for any authority 
other than the conscience of the 
individual, was for Belloc, as it is for 
all modern rational enquirers after 
religious truth, the Achilles heel of the 
much vaunted post-modernist ‘liberty’ 
in matters sexual, educational, religious 
and political, whose roots lie much 
deeper than the Student revolution in 
Paris in May 1968. 

Belloc foretold our predicament. 
He considered that what he called 
the ‘inter-communion’ or the ‘moral 
alliance’ between the new paganism 

of Europeans [typified for us by the 
Western post-moderns who, as children 
of the ‘Enlightenment,’ have rejected 
Catholicism and Christian culture, the 
very heart of Europe], and the ancient 
paganism of other races [typified by 
materialism, immorality and worship of 
the individual] was poorly understood 
in his day, but ‘gathering cohesion’. 

‘I cannot but believe,’ he wrote in 
1929, ‘that in another generation it 
will be powerful, apparent to all.’2

How right he was. In our generation 
it has become apparent to those who 
have eyes to see with. But not all see 
clearly, even in 2012, what Belloc saw 
so clearly in 1929.

Belloc’s prescience went even further. 
Indirectly, he says, Neo-paganism is 

supported by another body that hates 
all paganism but hates the Catholic 
Church more than any other: a ‘factor,’ 
he wrote, ‘of whose now increasing 
importance the masses of Europe are not 
as yet aware: I mean the Mahommedan 
religion: Islam.’3

More than eighty years ago he could 
see that Islam presented ‘a totally 
different problem from that attached 
to any other religious body opposed to 
Catholicism. To understand it we must 
appreciate its origins, character and 
recent fate.’ Only by doing this, in his 
opinion, ‘can we appreciate its possible 
or probable future relations’ with 
opponents of Catholicism throughout 
the world.

In Belloc’s view Islam was a direct 
derivative from Catholic Christianity. 

‘It was essentially, in its 
origin, a heresy: like Arianism or 
Albigensianism. When the man who 
produced it … was young, the whole 
of the world which he knew, the 
world speaking Greek in the Eastern 
half and Latin in the Western (the 
only civilised world with which he and 
his people had come in contact) was 
Catholic. It was still, though in process 
of transformation, the Catholic Roman 
Empire, stretching from the English 
Channel to the borders of his own 
desert.’4

‘Orthodoxy’ had not, as yet, split 
the seamless robe of Christ asunder; a 
religiously divided Christendom was 
still more than four hundred years in a 
future no man could have foreseen. 

‘The Arabs of whom he came and 
among whom he lived were Pagan; 
but such higher religious influence as 
could touch them, and as they came in 
contact with through commerce and 
raiding, was Catholic – with a certain 
admixture of Jewish communities or 
sectarian Christian.5

Muhammad 
the Warlord

The raids and pillaging 
provided Muhammad with 

rich spoils but they especially 
allowed him to construct 
agreements with different tribes 
in order to break out of his 
isolation and enlarge his base 
of followers. When he was in a 
position of strength, he attacked 
a new tribe, subdued it, and 
obliged it to pay a tribute; when 
he considered himself as strong 
as his enemy, he reached an 
agreement with him; when he felt 
he was in the weaker position, 
he simply avoided all conflict. 

– samir Khail samir, sJ and  
Wafik Nasry, sJ, 111 Questions on 

Islam : Interviews of Samir Khalil Samir, 
conducted by Giorgio Paolucci and 

Camille Eid, ignatius press, 2002, p.38.
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Apart from these pagan tribes there 
were Byzantine Catholic as well as 
Nestorian and Jewish communities 
living around Mecca and Medina. The 
Banu Shaiban, the ruling Kinda clan, 
the people of Duma and the Kalbi, 
the Taghlib and Tamimi clans were all 
either Catholic or sectarian Christians 
[Monophysites or Nestorian] as were 
the Banu Ayyub, the Banu Hanifa and 
the Banu Najiya. Many of the latter who 
had become Muslims returned to the 
faith of their ancestors and boasted of 
their Christianity when they took part 
in a revolt against Ali, Muhammad’s 
son-in-law and cousin who ruled Islam 
from 656-661 AD, and were captured 
by him.6

Abu Ja‘far Muhammad bin Jarir 
al-Tabari [839-923 AD] in his famous 
History of Islam, describing this revolt 
against the fourth Caliph ‘Ali in the year 
thirty-eight of the Hijra [June 9, 658 to 
May 28, 659 AD] comments:

‘Among them were many Christians 
who had accepted Islam but when 
dissension had developed in Islam had 
said, “By God, our religion [din] from 
which we have departed is better and 
more correct than that which these 
people follow. Their religion does 
not stop them from shedding blood, 
terrorising the roads, and seizing 
properties”. And they returned to their 
former religion. Al-Khirrit7 met them 
and said to them “Woe unto you! Do 
you know the precept of ‘Ali regarding 
any Christian who accepts Islam and 
then reverts to Christianity? By God 
he will not hear anything they say, he 
will not consider any excuse, he will 
not accept any repentance and he will 
not summon them to it. His precept 
regarding them is immediate cutting 
off of the head when he gets hold of 
them.” ’8

Belloc rightly describes Muhammad 
as taking over the principal doctrines 
of the Catholic Church – one personal 
God, Creator of all things; the 
immortality of the soul; an eternity 
of misery or blessedness – and no 
small part of Christian morals as well 
– all undoubtedly filtered through 
the Christian sectarian glass – and 
at the same time, says Belloc with 
extraordinary insight, he attempted an 
extreme simplification.9

‘Many another heresiarch has 
done this, throwing overboard such 
and such too profound doctrines, 
and appealing to the less intelligent 
by getting rid of mysteries through a 

crude denial of them. But Mahomet 
simplified much more than did, say, 
Pelagius or even Arius. He turned 
Our Lord into a mere prophet, though 
the greatest of the prophets; Our 
Lady (whom he greatly revered, and 
whom his followers still revere), he 
turned into no more than the mother 
of so great a prophet; he cut out the 
Eucharist altogether, and what was 
most difficult to follow in the matter 
of the Resurrection. He abolished all 
idea of priesthood: most important 
of all, he declared for social equality 
among all those who should be “true 
believers” after his fashion.’10

Thus, the chief strengths of what was 
to become a sweeping revolution were 
politically the doctrine of equality, and 
spiritually the doctrine of simplicity.

‘Everybody troubled by the 
mysteries of Catholicism,’ says Belloc, 
‘tended to join them; so did every 
slave or debtor who was oppressed 
by the complexity of a higher 
civilisation.’11

So, one could add, have the media 
which in our day will overlook Islamist 
massacres and mayhem in their anxiety 
to be fair to the simpler and more 
‘understandable’ religion of Muhammad.

Upon Muhammad’s death in 632 
AD his new religion spread by force of 
arms over about half of the Catholic 
world. There was a moment, after it 
had started out on its conquest, Belloc 
writes, when it looked as though it 
was going to transform and degrade 
all of Christian culture. But Christian 
civilisation was saved at last, though half 
the Mediterranean was lost.

‘For centuries, Belloc writes, 
‘the struggle between Islam and the 
Catholic Church continued. It had 
varying fortunes, but for something 
like a thousand years the issue still 
remained doubtful. It was not till 
nearly the year 1700 [the great 
conquests of Islam having begun long 
before 700] that Christian culture 
seemed – for a time – to be definitely 
the master. During the eighteenth 
and nineteenth centuries the 
Mahommedan world fell under a kind 
of palsy. It could not catch up with our 
rapidly advancing physical science. Its 
shipping and armament and all means 
of communication and administration 
went backwards while ours advanced. 
At last, by the end of the nineteenth 
century, more than nine-tenths of 
the Mahommedan population of the 
world, from India and the Pacific to 
the Atlantic, had fallen under the 
Government of nominally Christian 
nations, especially of England and 
France.’12

On this account, Belloc says, his 
generation came to think of Islam 
as something naturally subject to 
themselves. 

‘We no longer regarded it as a rival 
to our own culture, we thought of its 
religion as a sort of fossilised thing 
about which we need not trouble. 
The problem with this assessment 

was that it was made by nations 
that were, as Belloc noted, only 
nominally Christian. Actually they 
were dominated by Masonic or at best 
vague Deistic governments whose 
repudiation of Catholicism dated back 
to the Reformation, or to the French 

The Islamic Dilemma 

aFTer haViNG passed through centuries of stagnation, the Muslim 
world is experiencing great difficulty in facing modernity [which] is a 

concept that is foreign to many Muslims. This is exacerbated due to the 
fact that most Muslim countries suffer from widespread illiteracy and are 
governed by authoritarian political regimes or dictatorships. The concept 
of “human rights” is foreign to a large segment of the population. There is 
an additional psychological barrier to accepting modernity. Many Muslim 
countries have experienced diverse forms of european colonization 
over the past two centuries. as a result, their attitude toward the West, 
modernity’s birthplace, is ambiguous. This is a mixed attitude, one of 
simultaneous attraction and rejection. Moreover, because the West has 
become increasingly secularized in modern times, that is, rejecting many 
ethical principles and values that were common to both peoples, modernity 
appears to Muslims as a breeding ground for atheism and immorality.

- samir Khail samir, sJ and Wafik Nasry, sJ, preface to the english edition of 111 Questions 
on Islam : Interviews of Samir Khalil Samir, conducted by Giorgio Paolucci and Camille Eid. 

available from ignatius press.
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Revolution, and whose ability to judge 
about Islam was virtually nullified by 
their unjustified confidence in ‘scientific 
progress’.

That was almost certainly a 
mistake. We shall almost certainly 
have to reckon with Islam in the near 
future. Perhaps, if we lose our Faith, it 
will rise. For after this subjugation of 
the Islamic culture by the nominally 
Christian had already been achieved, 
the political conquerors of that culture 
began to notice two disquieting 
features about it. The first was that 
its spiritual foundation proved 
immovable; the second that its area of 
occupation did not recede, but on the 
contrary slowly expanded.13

Belloc’s comment that Islam 
‘spiritually despised’ the so-called 
Christian Governments ‘in contact 
with it’ should have been pondered 
by Western governments as they 
planned their response to the Islamist 
terror unleashed on a hapless US on 
September 11, 2001. 

‘I think,’ he says, [that] ‘it true 
to say that Islam is the only spiritual 
force on earth which Catholicism 
has found an impregnable fortress. 
Its votaries are the one religious 
body conversions from which are 
insignificant. This granite permanence 
is a most striking thing, and worthy 
of serious consideration by all those 
who meditate upon the spiritual, and, 
consequently, the social, future of the 
world.’14

He adds that what is true of the 
spiritual side of Islam ‘is true of the 
geographical. Mahommedan rulers 
have had to give up Christian provinces 
formerly under their control: especially 
in the Balkans. But the area of 
Mahommedan practice has not shrunk.’ 

‘All that wide belt from the islands 
of the Pacific to Morocco, and from 

Central Asia to the Sahara desert – 
and south of it – not only remains 
intact but slightly expands. Islam is 
appreciably spreading its influence 
further and further into tropical Africa. 
Now that state of affairs creates a very 
important subject of study for those 
who interest themselves in the future 
of religious influence upon mankind. 
The political control of Islam by 
Europe cannot continue indefinitely: 
it is already shaken. Meanwhile the 
spiritual independence of Islam (upon 
which everything depends) is as 
strong as, or stronger than, ever.’15

Belloc’s insights into the real 
nature of Islam and its latent strength 
and appeal to the masses in what we, 
in our arrogance, call ‘third world’ 
countries, are significant. While one 
might question his designation of the 
inner strength of Islam as ‘spiritual,’ 
– I suggest that this has more to do 
with blood-ties and politics than with 
spirituality and is something inherited 
from the nomadic Arabic ancestors of 
Islam: what the 14th century AD Berber 
polymath Ibn Khaldun16 calls ‘asabiyya 
and what we might describe as ‘tribal’ 
or ‘group solidarity’ – his awareness of 
its appeal and tenacity is remarkable. 

He and G. K. Chesterton, almost alone 
among their contemporaries, were aware 
of what the latter, in his New Jerusalem, 
speaking of relations between Muslims, 
Jews and Christians, called the danger of 
‘thrusting our own unrealities amid the 
red hot realities of the Near East’.17

‘It is like pushing a snow man into 
a furnace … I have seen the snow 
melting in the steep places about 
Jerusalem; and I know what a cataract 
it could feed’.18

How different were Belloc and 
Chesterton from the optimistic, not 
to say insouciant19 tone employed by 

Edmond Power in 1913: 
‘The warrior spirit that animated 

Islam has diminished noticeably; its 
Faith is weakening more and more 
as knowledge of science spreads; its 
forces, disunited from within, and 
spread over three continents, dooms 
to failure, in advance, all the efforts 
of Panislamism. We need have no fear 
that we will see again the day when 
a Muslim army menaces European 
civilisation before the walls of 
Vienna’.20

What kind of support does Islam 
offer to the enemies of Christendom?

‘It will sound even more fantastic,’ 
Belloc writes, ‘to suggest that Islam 
should have effect here than to 
suggest that Asiatic paganism should. 
… Nevertheless I will maintain 
that this very powerful, distorted 
simplification of Catholic doctrine (for 
that is what Mahommedanism is) may 
be of high effect in the near future 
upon Christendom; and that, acting as 
a competitive religion, it is not to be 
despised.

‘No considerable number of 
conversions to Mohammedanism from 
Christendom is probable. I do not 
say that such a movement would not 
be possible, for anything is possible 
in the near future, seeing the welter 
into which Christian civilisation has 
fallen. But I think it improbable, and 
even highly improbable, because 
Mahommedanism advances in herd 
or mob fashion. It does not proceed, 
as the Catholic religion does, by 
individual conversions, but by 
colonisation and group movement.

‘But there are other effects which 
a great anti-Catholic force and the 
culture based upon it can have upon 
Catholic forces within our own 
boundaries. In the first place it can act 
by example. To every man attempting 
to defend the old Christian culture by 
prophesying disaster if its main tenets 
be abandoned, Mahommedanism can 
be presented as a practical answer.

‘ “You say that monogamy is 
necessary to happy human life, and 
that the practice of polygamy, or of 
divorce (which is but a modified form 
of polygamy) is fatal to the State? You 
are proved wrong by the example of 
Mahommedanism.”

‘Or again “You say that without 
priests and without sacraments and 
without all the apparatus of your 
religion, down to the use of visible 
images, religion may not survive? 
Islam is there to give you the lie. Its 
religion is intense, its spiritual life 
permanent. Yet it has constantly 

Muhammad and the Jews

MuhaMMad, at this point, felt strong enough to attack the arab Jews. 
one after the other, the three Jewish tribes of Medina were expelled 

from the city, and their properties were confiscated by Muslims. Then at 
the battle of Khaybar, an oasis not far from Medina where some Jews 
had taken refuge, the Jews were defeated by Muhammad’s force after 
a long siege that lasted forty-five days. The victory at Khaybar entered 
Muslim mythology as sure proof of the superiority of islam over the Jews. 
in fact, even today it is evoked in the slogans of Muslim militants and by 
the young people of the palestinian intifada.

- samir Khail samir, sJ and Wafik Nasry, sJ, 111 Questions on Islam : Interviews of Samir 
Khalil Samir, conducted by Giorgio Paolucci and Camille Eid, ignatius press, 2002, p. 39.
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repudiated all these things. It is 
violently anti-sacramental; it has no 
priesthood; it wages fierce war on all 
symbols in the use of worship.”

‘This example may, in the near 
future, be of great effect. Remember 
that our Christian civilisation is in 
peril of complete breakdown. An 
enemy would say that it was living 
upon its past; and certainly those who 
steadfastly hold its ancient Catholic 
doctrines stand to-day on guard 
as it were, in a state of siege; they 
are a minority both in power and in 
numbers. Upon such a state of affairs a 
steadfast, permanent, convinced, simple 
philosophy and rule of life, intensely 
adhered to, and close at hand, may, 
now that the various sections of the 
world are so much inter-penetrating 
one and the other, be of effect’.21

The effect may ultimately be 
enhanced in the near future by a 
political change.

Belloc reminds us that the subjection 
of Islam to non-Islamic States – purely 
political subjection – was accomplished 
‘by nothing more subtle or enduring 
than a superiority in weapons and 
mechanical invention.’ He adds, that ‘this 
superiority dates from a very short time 
ago.22

Old people with whom he had 
spoken as a child, writes Belloc, could 
remember the time when the Algerian 
pirates were seen in the Mediterranean 
and were still a danger along its 
southern shores. 

‘In my own youth the decaying 
power of Islam (for it was still 
decaying) in the Near East was a 
strong menace to the peace of Europe. 
Those old people of whom I speak had 
grandparents in whose times Islam 
was still able to menace the West. The 
Turks besieged Vienna and nearly 
took it, less than a century before the 
American Declaration of Independence. 
Islam was then our superior, especially 
in military art. There is no reason why 
its recent inferiority in mechanical 
construction, whether military or 
civilian, should continue indefinitely. 
Even a slight accession of material 
power would make the further control 
of Islam by an alien culture difficult. 
A little more and there will cease that 
which our time has taken for granted, 
the physical domination of Islam by the 
disintegrated Christendom we know.’23

That neo-paganism would advance 
seemed, to Belloc writing in 1929, 
certain. That it would find positive 
support from the older paganism, 

and negative support from Islam as a 
fellow opponent of Catholicism and 
Christendom, was, in his view possible 
or probable – though the modes of such 
support were not apparent in his day. 

Writing in January 1937, and 
commenting on events in the Near East 
– what we now call the Middle East – 
Belloc predicted ‘change … continuous 
and great. Nor does it seem probable 
that at the end of such a change, 
especially if the process be prolonged, 
Islam will be the loser’.24

Europe, the US and the non-Muslim 
world have been offered numerous 
reality checks since 1937. September 
11, 2001 was the cruellest and most 
dramatic of them. In dealing with 
them we cannot do better than follow 
Belloc’s advice and take a realistic – and 
therefore politically incorrect – view of 
Islam’s ‘origins, character and recent 
fate.’25

This may lead us to deal equally 
realistically with the disunity among 
Christians and the disintegration of 
Christendom that Belloc singled out for 
comment. These continue to undermine 
the credibility of efforts to offer Muslims 
an authentic view of Christianity, and 
hinder efforts to confront militant Islam 
effectively. 

Belloc would surely not be 
surprised, however, and nor should 

we, if the violence, ethnic and religious 
intolerance and divisiveness that remain 
the hall-mark of militant Islam, prove 
on this occasion, as in the past, to be its 
Achilles heel. 
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Christians in  
Muslim countries

iN soMe pLaCes, such as sudan, repression is authorized or led at 
an institutional level, with a government that calls for jihad, supports 

the ethnic-cultural conflict that currently rages in the nation’s south, and 
supports forced conversions to islam in the refugee camps. another case 
of open discrimination is that of pakistan, where Christians for years have 
been urging the withdrawal of the law on blasphemy and the revision of 
pro-Muslim legislation. in many countries of the Middle east (such as 
syria, iraq, egypt, Jordan, and iran), the participation of Christians in the 
social, cultural, and sometimes political life of the country is protected, 
with some limits and restrictions. in this case, the unfailing tensions 
can be related to cultural factors or to the political situation (as in the 
palestinian problem or the embargo against iraq) or to the growth of the 
phenomenon of fundamentalism. in Lebanon, the fundamental role of 
Christians in the different fields of national life and Christians’ equality in 
parliamentary representation along with Muslims are established by the 
constitution, even though the agreements of Ta’if (saudi arabia, 1989) 
considerably reduced the political power of Christians and compromised 
an already-fragile confessional balance.

- samir Khail samir, sJ and Wafik Nasry, sJ, 111 Questions on Islam : Interviews of Samir 
Khalil Samir, conducted by Giorgio Paolucci and Camille Eid, ignatius press, 2002, p. 124.
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reading BetWeen the lines

N RECENT DAYS 
one could hear 
emanating from 
the furthermost 
reaches of  the 
domain of Fairfax 
sounds of anguish 

and outrage. Admittedly, 
in respect of Fairfax these 
days ‘furthermost reaches’ 
doesn’t extend that far — 
nevertheless there was noise! 
Someone had even dared to 
provoke Mike Carlton who, 
as a consequence, had again 
gone through his back issues 
of Private Eye in order to 
find ideas and inspiration 
with which to attack those 
who had disturbed civilized propriety! Who had provoked 
the gods so? None other than the Sydney Anglicans, that’s 
who! They had announced that marriage vows would be 
changed so as to include the profession of submission of the 
wife to the husband. After such boldness the world waited – 
or at least those parts of the North Shore of Sydney that still 
buy the Sydney Morning Herald waited – holding its breath, 
fearful that the terrifying Peter Fitzsimons might raise himself 
up and take his mighty red bandana in hand and smite the 
religious everywhere.

So yes, behind all this fulminating and blustering lurks 
a deeply felt anti-religious fervor, but I think there is 
something even deeper still; something that informs the 
hatred of all things truly religious. It is a fear of difference; 
a fear of otherness and variety; but a fear that tries to justify 
itself by claiming to be against discrimination, but which is, 
when all is said and done, simply a desire for sameness. And 
it is a fear expressed in the modern unease with hierarchical 
authority, the kind of authority that calls for vows of 
submission. 

Of course, as soon as one mentions terms like ‘hierarchical 
authority’ one is countered by assertions as to the evil of 
‘unquestioning obedience’, by which one is to understand 
that those who use this phrase are heroic in their constant 
challenging of corrupt authority. The truth of the matter, 
however, is that no one, but no one, except possibly 
for three year olds, and even then I doubt it, is 
unquestioningly obedient – certainly people 
might claim to be in order to evade things 
like war-crimes charges, but we all know 
that everyone, to some degree, thinks 
about if it suits them to obey or not. 
They might find it convenient to obey, 
they might find it fearful to disobey, they 
might obey because they believe the 
cause that they obey to be right — but 
no one unquestioningly obeys. The notion 

of ‘unquestioning obedience’ is 
that most dangerous of things, a 
cliché and a furphy. It is plainly 
wrong and yet it is repeated 
time without end, and this 
tells us that the reason it has 
had such a long life is because 
it is convenient error, or less 
charitably, a very convenient lie 
indeed. It can be used either 
to exculpate oneself from the 
responsibility for ones actions, 
or to denounce any institution 
that demands faithful allegiance. 

It is, above all else, the lie of 
Modernity, for Modernity has 
defined itself by reference to an 
idea of universality that entails 
the idea of an equality that 

rules out hierarchical subordination. Modernity operates on 
the principle that equality of nature precludes a hierarchical 
constitution, such that if we are all human then there can be 
no relationship of subordination between the sexes. 

The real issue is as to the nature of hierarchy and 
subordination, and in Christianity the principle is that the 
higher up the hierarchy the greater the responsibility one 
has to serve those lower down. The authority that attends 
an office is an authority to represent and nurture, it is to 
build up that which one represents, and this authority can 
include the exercise of discipline, something every parent 
understands. The point is that one does not have an authority 
to negate the identity of those one represents, on the contrary 
one is to preserve and foster it; whereas in the modern myth 
of equality the language used is that of leveling, and this 
reflects a logic that desires sameness, something expressed 
in the way male and female, for example, come increasingly 
to resemble each other. Or rather, where male and female 
come increasingly to resemble each other’s fantasies. It is as if 
the sexes should mirror the logic of the market for in the 
market in order to be wanted you must pander to the tastes 
of the consumer. You must model yourself to the desires of 
the purchaser. You must cease to be truly different.

There is a system of subordination in Modernity but it has 
little to do with religion and God and everything 

to do with compliance to the logic of market 
forces, and just as with products so too with 

relationships, in the global market things 
might come in different packaging but 
they all tend to taste the same. 

robert tilley has a Ph.D from the University of 
Sydney. He currently lectures in Adult Education 
on Philosophy, Theology and History of Ideas. He 
also lectures in Greek and Biblical Studies at The 
Catholic Institute of Sydney [CIS] and in literature 
and theology at Aquinas Academy.
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By robert tilley
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Former Spy Speaks on Plot to Frame Pontiff

Th E TRUTh  ABo UT Po PE PIUS XII
By Edward Pentin

E N E R A L  I O N 
M I HAI  Pacepa  i s 
not  easy to track 
down. He remains in 
hiding for his own 
protection, rarely gives 
interviews, and will 

only be contacted by email through an 
intermediary.

As a former Romanian intelligence 
chief who defected to the United 
States in 1978, the 84 year-old former 
spy holds secrets that even today 
would make establishment figures 
uncomfortable, most notably in Russia. 
But it’s his sensational claims of a 
Soviet plot to frame Pius XII for which 
he is best known, having said he was 
involved in such an operation in the 
1960s and 70s.

In a 2007 article for National Review 
Online, Pacepa claimed he was part 
of ‘Operation Seat 12’ - a KGB-led 
campaign of disinformation that 
centered on Rolf Hochhuth’s 1968 anti-
Pius play ‘The Deputy’. The play served 
to characterize the wartime Pontiff as 
a Nazi sympathizer, ten years after his 
death and therefore unable to defend 
himself.

But historians and Cold War-era 
diplomats initially cast doubts on the 
story. Pius’s critics predictably dismissed 
the claim as ‘most unlikely’ or the 
work of someone trying to build a 
‘mysterious aura’ for himself in his later 
years.  Some of Pope Pacelli’s defenders 
also voiced scepticism, including Ronald 
Rychlak, an American law professor, 
Vatican adviser, and a specialist in the 
Pius XII controversy.

However, rather than allow the 
allegations to pass unquestioned, 
Rychlak decided to investigate them 
himself, spending the next two 
years examining Pacepa’s claims. He 
then became so convinced of their 
veracity that he has now penned a 
forthcoming book with the former 

Romanian intelligence chief, called 
‘Disinformation’.

‘Bit by bit, all the pieces fell in place,’ 
Rychlak told ZENIT. ‘The new picture 
answered many questions and made 
sense out of things that had previously 
been inexplicable.’

He adds: ‘After corresponding with 
Pacepa for three years now, and after 
having read his books and many of his 
articles (and articles about him), I know 
that he has never steered me wrong.  
My 2007 reaction was the natural, 
cautious comment of someone exposed 
to a new and unfamiliar proposal.  
After two years of careful research, I 
changed my mind … I am proud to be 
associated with him.’

Now that Pacepa’s story is gaining 
wider support, Pius XII’s defenders 
believe the new  book, which includes 
an introduction by former CIA director 
James Woolsey, promises to be a crucial 
contribution towards clearing Pius’s 
name.

Last month, with the help of the Pave 
the Way Foundation, I was able to contact 
the former spymaster, principally to find 
out his reaction to the recent decision 
of Yad Vashem’s Holocaust Museum to 
change its placard on Pius XII.

On July 1st, the museum announced 
it was altering the placard’s text to 
include some arguments defending 
Pius’s wartime record in saving Jewish 
lives. But the new version made no 
reference to any Soviet plot to smear his 
name. When I asked the museum’s head 
of research, Professor Dan Michman, 
why it had omitted those claims, he said 
he ‘didn’t really believe’ the story, nor 
was he willing to investigate it.

Pacepa countered by saying ‘there is 
no hard, primary evidence’ to support 
Michman’s rejection, but there is 
‘plenty of hard evidence proving that 
the portrayal of Pius XII as Hitler’s 
Pope was born in Moscow.’ He stressed 
that in order to find and recognize 
this evidence ‘one should be familiar 
with the Kremlin’s very secret ‘science’ 
of changing the past in order to suit 
current priorities.

‘In KGB jargon, changing the 
past was called ‘framing,’’ Pacepa 
explained, ‘and it was a highly classified 
disinformation specialty’ which were 
‘like mosaics made up of hundreds or 
even thousands of tiny pieces fitted 
together.

‘Only a handful of master designers 
know how the final image will turn 
out,’ he said. ‘I was peripherally 
involved in changing the past of Pius 
XII, but at that time, even I did not 
know what the final image would look 
like.’

hitler and the JeWs

Too Late

WheN The truth about 
auschwitz did become 

known, as a result of the 
messages brought by the 
four escapees, the request 
for bombing was only one 
of many requests made by 
the Jewish organizations in 
the west, mainly because 
from mid-May to mid-July 
1944 these organizations and 
particularly the Jewish agency, 
were themselves the victims 
of a deliberate Nazi deception, 
that negotiations with the 
Gestapo were possible, and 
could indeed be the principal 
means of saving more than 
a million Jewish lives. This 
delusion, carefully fostered by 
the Gestapo, lasted until the 
second week of July, when 
the Jewish agency made the 
bombing request its priority. … 
by which time it was too late.
- Martin Gilbert, auschwitz and the allies, 
Michael Joseph/rainbird, London 1981, 

pp. 340-341
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He gave examples of how such 
framing operations worked, such as 
Stalin’s ruthless methods to falsify 
historical facts to fit into his own 
plans in the 1930s, and Pacepa’s own 
disinformation operations as head of 
Romanian intelligence in the 1970s.

He recalled how he successfully 
managed to hoodwink Western heads 
of state, intelligence officers and others 
into believing that Romania’s dictator, 
Nicolae Ceausescu, was an admirable, 
pro-Western leader when, in fact, ‘he 
was a two-bit Dracula.’ So effective 
was this disinformation operation that 
US President Jimmy Carter described 
Ceausescu as a ‘great national and 
international leader’ and Queen 
Elizabeth II granted him a state visit to 
Britain in 1978. 

Pacepa defected soon afterwards, 
revealing the lies to Carter and the 
Queen. Ceausescu was executed by his 
own people in 1989, but Pacepa says 
that few in the West ‘looked back to 
speculate about how they had been so 
misled.’

The former Romanian spy said 
his upcoming book ‘contains solid, 
primary evidence documenting how 
the immense KGB disinformation 
machinery was able to flip the image of 
Pius XII from lily white to coal black — 
just as it flipped the image of Ceausescu 
in reverse.’

He further explained how the 
framing of the ardently anti-communist 

Pope actually began in 1945. 
Concerned only for his own image, and 
fresh from victory after World War II, 
Stalin had one more enemy he wanted 
to defeat: the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church — the last Vatican enclave in 
the Soviet Union. After persecuting the 
Church there, he set about trying to 
portray Pius XII as a Nazi collaborator, 
proclaiming on Radio Moscow in 1945 
that Pius XII had been ‘Hitler’s Pope.’

But the campaign fell flat as it came 
the day after Pius XII had condemned 
the ‘satanic spectre of Nazism’ on 
Vatican Radio. Moreover, Pius was 
being lauded for his wartime efforts to 
protect religious minorities by, among 
others, President Roosevelt, Winston 
Churchill (who described him as ‘the 
greatest man of our time’), and Albert 
Einstein.  

Stalin’s disinformation efforts 
were rejected by that contemporary 
generation ‘that had lived through 
the real history and knew who Pope 
Pius XII really was,’ Pacepa said. ‘The 
Kremlin tried again in the 1960s, with 
the next generation, which had not 
lived through that history and did not 
know better. This time it worked.’

Central to that second framing 
effort, Operation Seat 12, was the anti-
Pius play, The Deputy. Pacepa explained 
how, in his new book, he will provide 
evidence that the play’s German author, 
Rolf Hochhuth, intended to smear 
anti-communists with each one of his 

plays, and that it contains ‘irrefutable 
evidence showing the KGB’s hand all 
over Hochhuth’s play.’

Furthermore, he revealed that one 
of Hochhuth’s closest friends, who also 
conducted research for him on two 
of his plays, is David Irving, the well-
known anti-Semitic, Holocaust-denying 
historian.  Pius XII’s defenders note the 
tragic irony that so many Jewish leaders 
continue to believe the image of Pius 
as Hitler’s Pope, one centered on a play 
written by someone with close links to 
Irving.  

In response to General Pacepa’s 
comments, Professor Michman said 
that research on Pius XII is not limited 
to Hochhuth’s claims, but is much 
broader, covering ‘many countries and 
many issues.’

‘Materials for these issues are spread 
over many archives - both across 
Europe and beyond its borders,’ he 
told ZENIT on August 16. ‘There 
is virtually no way that the Soviets 
could have falsified and framed all 
these documents and the scholars 
who carried out the research come 
from a broad variety of circles and 
backgrounds. Therefore, the conspiracy 
theory that “it is all because of the 
Soviets/KGB/Stalin” does not seem 
sufficient to explain the body of 
research and the controversy.’

But Gary Krupp, the Jewish 
founder of the Pave the Way Foundation, 
dismissed Michman’s response, saying 
that ‘the whitewash claim of so many 
documents from so many countries is 
nonsense.’ Moreover, he pointed out 
that the professor cannot produce any 
legitimate documentation to support 
his position. ‘What they do produce 
are documents from other officials, and 
then make the case that ‘of course Pius 
XII had to approve this. But this is a 
Jewish impression of how the Vatican 
operates.’

Krupp further argued that ‘no 
one ever suggested’ that the Soviets 
changed history. ‘What they did do 
was to initiate what we call the Black 
Legend that Pius XII was Hitler’s Pope,’ 
he said. ‘The revisionists did the rest, 
through their mistranslations, secondary 
research and their personal hidden 
agenda.’

Source: ZENIT, August 16, 2012. 

A Series of  
Bizarre Deceptions

oNe MaN who did understand the enormity of the crimes [of the 
Nazis] was Churchill, who wrote to anthony eden in July 1944: 

`There is no doubt that this is probably the greatest and most horrible 
single crime ever committed in the whole history of the world’. in the 
making of allied policy, however, Churchill was not always the final arbiter, 
and in many cases, not least among them the bombing of auschwitz, 
other voices and other considerations prevailed.

above all, the story told in these pages is one of many failures, and 
of two successes. The failures, shared  by all the allies, were those 
of imagination, of response, of intelligence, of piecing together and 
evaluating what was known, of co-ordination, of initiative, and even at 
times of sympathy. The successes lay elsewhere, with the Nazis; in the 
killings themselves, and in a series of bizarre deceptions which enabled 
those killings to be carried out on a gigantic scale, for more than three 
years, almost without interruption.

- Martin Gilbert, Auschwitz and the Allies,  
Michael Joseph/rainbird, London 1981, p.341.
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‘They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world’. – Jesus, in John 17, 18-19

PILg RImS, PARISh Io NERS AND ALIENS
By Dennis J. Murphy, MSC

E ALL KNOW 
what a parish is, 
but not many 
w o u l d  k n o w 
the origin of the 
word and the 
deeper meaning 

it gives us.  The Greek origin of the 
word is paroikia; it occurs a number of 
times in the New Testament and in the 
ancient Greek translation of the Old 
Testament called the Septuagint. 

In the Acts of the Apostles (13:17), 
we read that God’s People were once ‘in 
exile in the land of Egypt’. The Greek 
word translated ‘exile’ is paroikia – 
parish! It refers to residing in a place 
as a stranger. On the way to Emmaus, 
one of the two disciples, Kleopas is 
amazed that the one accompanying 
them does not seem to know why they 
are downcast and so he asks him if he 
is just ‘visiting’ Jerusalem (Luke 24:18). 
The Greek word translated as ‘visiting’ 
is the verb form of paroikia. 

This does not mean that we are now 
called ‘parishioners’ because we don’t 
live in the parish for a long time. In fact, 
in the New Testament the whole Church 
is referred to as ‘aliens (paroikoi) and 
exiles’ in the world (1 Pet 2:11). We 
don’t fully belong here on earh. We 
belong to another world. Thus, in the 
Third Eucharist Prayer, we ask the Lord 
‘to confirm in faith and charity your 
pilgrim Church on earth’.  This does 
not mean pilgrimages to Lourdes and 
similar places. We are on a journey to a 
final destination where God says ‘I will 
wipe away every tear from their eyes, 
and death will be no more, neither shall 
there be mourning nor crying nor pain 
anymore, for the former things have 
passed away’ (Apoc 21:4). 

The prayer of Jesus’ for his apostles 
in John’s Gospel teaches us the 
meaning of this: ‘I have given them your 
word; and the world has hated them 
because they are not of the world, even 

as I am not of the world. I do not pray 
that you should take them out of the 
world but that you should keep them 
from the evil one. They are not of the 
world, even as I am not of the world. 
Sanctify them in the truth: your word 
is truth. As you have sent me into the 
world, so I have sent them into the 
world.’ (Jn 17:18-19).

The Bishop of a Diocese continues 
the task given to the twelve Apostles; 
and each parish in the diocese – 
together with their parish priest – are 
united with him in the same work. 
They are not ‘of the world’ but have 
together a mission ‘in the world’. Jesus 
makes this clear in the second part of 
his prayer:

‘I do not pray only for these [the 
apostles] but also for those who believe 
in me through their word that they 
may be one even as you Father are in 
me and I in them so that the world may 
believe that you have sent me...I have 
made known to them your name, and 

I will make it known, that the love with 
which you have loved me may be in 
them, and I in them’ (vv.20-21,27).

Very early in the history of the 
Church, an unknown author wrote 
‘A Letter to Diognetus’ describing the 
Catholic Church to an enquirer. He told 
him that its members do not differ in 
appearance, or clothing , or language 
from people in their own country, 
but none of these things describe 
them completely: The Christian is 
one who ‘lives as an alien (paroikos) 
in a homeland, who participates in 
everything like a citizen but bears with 
everything like a pilgrim; one for whom 
every foreign land is a homeland and 
every homeland a foreign land’.

Parishioners (paroikoi) are not meant 
to be without interest in the world, 
merely onlookers. On the contrary, 
the author to the letter to Diognetus 
stresses that they are ‘the soul of the 
world’.  In the words of our Lord, 
they are to be influences of unity and 
concern for others, sharing in and 
manifesting the love between Himself 
and his Father. 

Pope Benedict XVI has been 
stressing this mission to and in the 
world which touches on every level 
of society. We are witnessing the dire 
consequences of its neglect in the world 
of our time. It will be given special 
place in the challenges that will emerge 
in his proposed Year of Faith.              

FATHER DENNIS MURPHY, MSC is a graduate 
of the Biblicum in Rome. He taught Scripture 
for many years in Australian seminaries. He was 
for six years Provincial Superior of the Australian 
Province of the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart, 
and for twelve years Assistant General of the 
Order, based in Rome. He is now stationed in 
India. This article is printed with permission of the 
bulletin of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Parish, 
Bangalore, India. Fr Murphy notes: ‘For the idea 
behind it, I am grateful for the insight of Raniero 
Cantalamessa, OFM. Cap. in his book, The Eucharist 
Our Sanctification, St Pauls, Mumbai, 2010 (4th 
Printing). He has very high academic credentials, 
yet writes simply and is a well known, popular 
preacher. I highly recommend his book.’

CatholiC life

Different 
Values

i Was iN Louisville at the Little 
sisters of the poor yesterday, and 

realised that it is in these beautiful, 
beat, wrecked, almost helpless old 
people that Christ lives and works 
most. and in the hurt people who 
are bitter and say they have lost 
their faith. We (society at large) 
have lost our sense of values and 
our vision. We despise everything 
that Christ loves, everything marked 
by his compassion. We love 
fatness, health, bursting smiles, 
the radi ance of satisfied bodies, all 
properly fed and rested and sated 
and washed and perfumed and 
sexually relieved. everything else is 
a scandal and a horror to us. 
— Thomas Merton, Letter written to dorothy 

day, august 17, 1960.

JN118933 Annals August 2012.indb   13 5/09/12   10:01 AM



Ann Als Austr Al AsiA  14  August 2012

In these days of post-Olympics euphoria everyone in Britain seems to be saying how 
good sport is for all children and how such a view needs to be generally encouraged.

IN PRAISE o F Th E DESIRE To E XCEL
By Giles Auty

HAT LESSONS, 
if any, can we 
take away from 
the recently held 
Olympic Games 
i n  L o n d o n 
e s p e c i a l l y , 

perhaps, in relation to the physical and 
moral development of today’s children?

As Olympic records continued to 
fall in a wide range of disciplines it 
was clear that standards of training, 
coaching, expertise and equipment 
have all continued to rise and I 
cannot help reflecting here, at least 
occasionally, on how inadequate such 
matters generally were in the days of 
my own youth.

Thus a contemporary at my school 
who later played in a Rugby Union 
trial for England trained habitually by 
running endless miles on hard roads 
shod in army boots with a haversack 
full of large stones strapped to his 
back.

Guts and determination were 
certainly not lacking in his case even 
though modern levels of equipment 
and expertise obviously were.

While the Olympics were taking 
place — the men’s road cycling time 
trial won by Bradley Wiggins actually 
passed my front door — I noticed 
rather a sour on-line commentary from 
Australia’s Channel 9 which hinted 
darkly that much of Britain’s success 
was confined to ‘elitist’ sports, for 
which a horse or some such expensive 
accessory was necessary, and that many 
of Britain’s successful Olympians had 
also attended private schools.  

The inference seemed to be that a 
good deal of Britain’s Olympic success 
had thus been bought rather than 
earned.

Is it impolite to ask here what the 
proclaimed role of the government-

funded Australian Institute of Sport 
is if not the development of ‘elite’ 
sporting standards?

And dare I also admit here that I 
attended an English private school 
as a boarder myself — albeit on a 
scholarship?

Certainly in my day the 
overwhelming ethos of such schools 
was about as different as it could be 
from that prevalent in most of the state 
schools I have visited in recent years in 
England or Australia.

Muscular Christianity — with a 
strong dash of militarism — would 
probably be a fair summary of the 
values promoted formerly at my school.

But then duty, discipline, 
courage, responsibility and intense 
competitiveness — academic as well 
as physical — were certainly core 
values also in most of Britain’s other 
single-sex, Anglican boarding schools 
of my day

In my own case and probably that 
of most boarders who were similarly 
removed completely from parental care 
for 3 months at a time — the length of 
an English school term — such sons of 
civilised parents would often compete 
at sport like savages. Given such an 
atmosphere you may find it easy to 
imagine that playing the violin, say — 

however brilliantly — did not really 
begin to compare with prowess at 
rugby, cricket and athletics.

In the famous words attributed to 
the Duke of Wellington: “The battle of 
Waterloo was won on the playing fields 
of Eton.”

Yet the book which truly made 
England’s major boarding schools 
famous — or infamous — Tom Brown’s 
School Days by Thomas Hughes was 
not published until 42 years after that 
historic battle although the experience 
on which it was based related largely 
to the author’s own days at Rugby 
between 1834 and 1842.

Many who have read that book 
will probably recall the brutalities 
it describes rather than its strong 
advocacy of decency, innocence, 
leadership and compassion. What 
would probably also surprise many 
however is how little the basic 
character of Britain’s boarding schools 
changed from Tom Brown’s days to my 
own which coincided roughly with the 
final, post-war demise of the British 
Empire.

In a sense concentration on the 
forming of stalwart character in such 
schools — plus an ability to think and 
act independently — served the former 
requirements of an overseas empire 
and those of Britain’s armed services 
extremely well. Indeed, that was 
once undoubtedly a major part of its 
purpose.

Channel 9’s commentary which 
hinted that it was simply the superior 
sporting facilities enjoyed by pupils 
at privileged private schools that 
made the difference thus ignored 
the fundamental role which a highly 
competitive ethos also plays in that 
equation. At schools such as mine we 
learned to play sport as though our 
lives depended on it. That could not 

lost arts
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be more different from the fate of 
state schools in Britain in recent times 
where competitiveness at sport was 
actively discouraged by well-meaning 
if seriously deluded progressivist 
teachers. Prior to their advent a wish to 
excel had previously been believed by 
almost everyone to be a natural human 
impulse.

Such lack of encouragement and 
of general classroom discipline aside, 
what other changes have I noticed in 
secondary education over the past few 
decades?

As any significant element of 
Christian input has generally declined 
— other than in schools which are 
specifically Christian — so it has been 
replaced increasingly by covert or 
even overt political indoctrination 
predominantly of a left-wing and 
politically correct nature.

Indeed a good deal of hypocrisy and 
acting with double standards seems to 
be at work here because if the teaching 
of Christian principles to pupils from 
non-Christian backgrounds can be held 
to be wrong — as well as against the 
wishes of non-Christian parents — then 
surely left-wing indoctrination of the 
children of even mildly conservative 
parents is every bit as indefensible?

Yet because of the political 
orientations of most members of 
teaching unions employed in public 
education what I have just described 
happens in most forms of secondary 
public education now throughout the 
Western world.

After I left school and started to 
paint I became aware that considerable 
prejudice existed in intellectual circles 
against the playing of competitive sport 
so much so that a young man of my 
acquaintance who played squash to 
international standards felt obliged to 
carry his sports kit around in a guitar 
case.

Now, all of a sudden, in these days 
of post-Olympics euphoria everyone in 
Britain seems to be saying how good 
sport is for all children and how such a 
view needs to be generally encouraged.

The latter is a view with which I 
would concur, yet feel that education 
of children has by now generally lost its 
way and not just in the matter of sport. 
Thus academic standards have been in 
decline for years in spite of claims to 
the contrary from the teaching unions.

Clearly the latter is a source of 
justified annoyance to most thinking 
parents who want to equip their 
children as adequately as they can for 
their futures in adult life.

Here the development of healthy 
bodies should clearly run parallel to 
academic progress yet today, in most 
state schools this still ignores a third 
element — the development of moral 
and civic character — which also once 
formed a vital part of the whole offered 
by a traditional British education.

By curious chance the school 
I attended fell in the political 
constituency of Sir Winston Churchill 
who accordingly borrowed our 
school hall, which boasted the largest 
available auditorium in the area, 
at least occasionally for speaking 
purposes.

In terms of patriotic oratory, 
I believe Churchill’s famous 
war-time speeches to the House of 
Commons bear comparison even 
with Shakespeare’s finest — e.g. the 
Crispian’s Day speech from Henry V.

Yet how many could be relied upon 
today to rise without question to the 
sentiment expressed by Churchill in 
June 1940 to the British people: “Let 
us brace ourselves to our duty, and 
so bear ourselves that, if the British 
Empire and its Commonwealth lasts 
for a thousand years, men will still say 
‘This was their finest hour’?”

Back in the blackest hours of 
Britain’s wartime isolation Churchill 
clearly believed he knew his audience 
and what its courageous and generous 
response would be.

Much of such response germinated 
in Britain’s traditional schools of the 
day where exhortations to sporting 
prowess and patriotism seldom fell on 
deaf ears.

Yet it might be salutary to ask 
ourselves here how well Churchill’s 
stirring words would be received and 
acted upon today?

In short is society still cut from the 
same stuff?

Giles Auty was born in the UK and trained 
privately as a painter. He worked professionally 
as an artist for 20 years. Publication of his The Art 
of Self Deception swung his career towards criti-
cism. He was art critic for The Spectator from 1984 
to 1995. He continues to devote himself to his 
original love — painting. He is a regular contributor 
to Annals.

From Chevalier press

THE FOUR 
GOSPELS

For Catholics

      
ST. MATTHEW

395 PAGES
0-86940-232-3     
MICHAEL
FALLON msc

$25

ST. MARK
293 PAGES
0-86940-240-4
MICHAEL
FALLON msc

$25

ST. LUKE
375 PAGES
0-86940-248-X      
MICHAEL
FALLON  msc

$25

ST. JOHN
386 PAGES
0-86940-264-1  
MICHAEL
FALLON msc

$25

set of 4 Gospels: $90

Orders to: Chevalier Press
po Box 13, Kensington NsW 2033. 

ph: 02-9662-7894. Fax: 02-9662-1910. 
email: Chevalierpress@gmail.com

JN118933 Annals August 2012.indb   15 5/09/12   10:01 AM



Ann Als Austr Al AsiA  16  August 2012

Book revieW

Quixotic authors tilt at mogul

Th E mURDo Ch L IBRARy
By James Murray

ND STILL they come: 
b ook s  ab ou t  t h e 
mogul’s mogul, Rupert 
Murdoch. The latest, 
but unlikely to be the 
last, is by Tom Watson 
and Martin Hickman. 

Watson is, of course, the British Labour 
MP who has led the charge against 
Murdoch at the Leveson Inquiry; 
its findings are likely to concern not 
only Murdochdom but the whole of 
generic Fleet Street not excluding the 
BBC which has admitted using private 
investigators to do what journalists are 
legally forbidden to do.  

Hickman, a journalist with The 
Independent, met Watson at Hull 
University. So we have a brace of likely 
lads in pursuit of a sacred monster. 
Animus? Buckets of it.  Despite this, 
Watson-Hickman do offer a number 
of fresh angles.  Phone hacking, they 
maintain, did not start at The News of 
the World but at its rival The People (to 
which Clive Irving, first boss of the 
justly celebrated Sunday Times Insight 
team, gave credit for re-pioneering 
investigative reporting in pre-Murdoch 
Fleet Street).  

They also make clear that The 
Guardian misreported the precise 
circumstances of the most shocking 
hacking: News of the World reporters 
did not delete messages from the 
phone of Milly Dowler, missing, later 
found murdered.  The deletions were 
automatic not manipulated. 

In fairness Watson-Hickman might 
have remarked that this revelation came 
too late to affect Murdoch’s apparent 
shock measured in his compensation to 
Milly Dowler’s parents plus a donation 
to charity (a total of three million 
pounds) and the closure of The News of 
the World. 

Watson-Hickman also raise the 
matter of a Freemason connection (See 
Annals issue 7, 2011). They report that 

each of 35 police officers was required 
to give an  assurance that he was not 
a Freemason before joining a murder 
inquiry team, its prime suspect being 
Jonathon Rees, convicted criminal, 
ex-News of the World employee and 
Freemason. 

Watson-Hickman remark that the 
Rees investigation was ‘away from 
Scotland Yard’. They should have 
clarified. Scotland Yard’s official view, 
printed in The Principles of Policing and 
Guidance for Professional Behaviour, is 
that serving officers should be chary of 
Freemasonry.  Is Scotland Yard being 

used as a synonym for The Manor of 
Saint James’s (Lodge 9179) to which 
a significant number of CID officers 
belong?     

The most touching reference 
uncovered by Watson-Hickman is 
Murdoch’s request to the Welsh 
prodigy, Charlotte Jones, to sing at his 
wedding to Wendy Deng, seemingly 
oblivious that his reporters had 
intruded into the singer’s family life.  
The hymn he requested was Pie Jesu. 
When the singer pointed out that this is 
usually sung at funerals, he responded 
that he didn’t care; he liked the tune. 

     Murdoch’s early admiration for 
Lenin is treated light heartedly though 
arguably Murdoch has been like Lenin 
a collectivist, albeit of the right not the 
left

Watson-Hickman mention ex-Sunday 
Times editor-in-chief Andrew Neill’s 
description of Murdoch as The Sun 
King making his journalists in effect his 
retainers. They refrain from elaborating 
that the historical Sun King (Louis 
XIV) said, ‘L’etat c’est moi,’ and was 
distracted by his private life from good 
governance.  

David McKnight also refrains. Indeed 
he is dismissive of Neill.  Commenting 
on his appointment as editor-in-
chief, McKnight adds that Neil had 
no newspaper experience; earlier, he 
mentions that Neil was ‘UK editor of 
The Economist’. 

Okay, The Economist is technically 
a magazine but its coverage matches 
that of most newspapers including 
The Sydney Morning Herald, on which 
McKnight did time before becoming 
Associate Professor in the Journalism 
and Media Research Centre, University 
of NSW. 

He produces an abundance of 
scholarly apparatus, but few hard 
revelations. If he’d called it, A Synopsis 
of Political Power, he would have been 
nearer the mark; as it is, it reads too 

Dial M for Murdoch: News Corporation 
and The Corruption of Britain. By Tom 

Watson & Martin hickman  (allen 
Lane/penguin pp rrp $39.95). Rupert 
Murdoch: An Investigation of Political 

Power By david McKnight(allen & 
unwin pp rrp $32.99)
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 Partner in  
Fundamentalism?

WhiLe i maintain that the european countries will never accede to 
these catastrophic demands [for shari‘a] - for reasons more practical than 
humanist - the fact that they were proposed by the British archbishop 
sends the wrong message to the islamic world. The gist of this message 
is that there is no contradiction between islamic shari’a and Western 
civilization if [shari’a] applies [only] for Muslim citizens.  What is the 
anglican Church trying to achieve, and what interest does it have in such 
cartoonish proclamations? i believe that it wants to achieve the following 
goals: To absolve itself of responsibility in the eyes of fundamentalist 
Muslims, who will be persuaded [by the Church’s statements] that the 
clash is not between Christians and their Church [on the one hand] and 
Muslims [on the other] but a clash between Muslims and secular states. 
This will create greater hostility among Muslim citizens of european 
countries to their [host] countries, and will lead to increased violence 
and terrorism in the future… These statements [by the archbishop of 
Canterbury] also mean that the Church - or at least part of it - still does 
not believe in human rights legislation, and takes every opportunity to 
cast doubt on the universality and comprehensiveness of the humanist 
principles [underlying] it.  Lastly, it thus means that the mosques that are 
controlled by extremist Muslims in europe do not have a monopoly on 
fundamentalism and on preventing [Muslim] citizens from assimilating 
into public life. rather, the [anglican] Church itself has, through these 
statements, become a charter member in this dangerous game.
- Muhammad ‘abd al-Muttalib al-houni  in the arab liberal e-journal Elaph, February 26, 2008.

often like a cuttings job with footnotes 
and an index (a cheese-paring omission 
by Watson-Hickman).    

That said, McKnight displays a 
stubborn honesty in grappling with 
contradictions he himself sets up; in his 
final chapter he reiterates Murdoch’s 
omnipotent influence through his 
master-unit News Corporation. Yet in an 
earlier chapter he shows that employee 
pundits including Piers Akerman, 
Andrew Bolt, Christopher Pearson 
and the late Frank Devine maintained 
a sceptical stance on climate change 
despite Murdoch’s conversion to 
righteous thinking. 

Here McKnight fails to realise that 
scepticism is intrinsic to science, and 
that climate-change science is not pure 
but based on computer modelling, that 
is, the inputting of data to produce 
projections (read forebodings) of the 
future. The Club of Rome made the 
first major use of the technique in 
1960. Had its projections been valid, 
Murdoch might not have survived to 
achieve power, nor McKnight to record 
it.

McKnight does focus on Murdoch’s 
dealings in the US, particularly his 
advocacy through The New York Post 
and Fox News of the second war against 
Iraq’s Saddam Hussein; on alleged 
weapons of mass destruction, McKnight 
highlights a prototypical antithesis: spun 
views on Fox News beat real-time news 
on CNN; ‘if it bleeds, it leads’ became 
’if it grates, it rates’.     

No equivalent mention is made of 
The New York Times also a war advocate, 
its line skewed by a reporter’s use 
of sources protection to cover anti-
Hussein exiles needing a US-led 
expeditionary force to oust Saddam 
Hussein for their benefit 

McKnight omits mention of Pope 
John Paul II’s opposition to the war, 
forgetting perhaps that this was the 
Pope whose support for Solidarity 
brought Soviet Russia to the knowledge 
that tanks are not enough. 

In an elegant display of omission 
balance, McKnight also neglects Prince 
Al-Waleed bin Talal of Saudi Arabia; 
his 7 per cent shareholding backs the 
12 per cent shareholding that gives 
Murdoch de facto power and inspires 
the thought: never has so much been 
controlled by so little. And McKnight 
makes only cursory mention of 1990 

when as William Shawcross noted 
in his biography of Murdoch, News 
Corporation, ‘nearly disintegrated,’ and 
was saved by a Citibank executive, Ann 
Lane. 

The weight of Murdoch’s media 
control in Britain and Australia is 
described but there is no emphasis 
on the irony that both leftwing and 
rightwing governments enabled him to 
achieve or maintain dominance. 

Murdoch was the kid in the toy shop 
of power; for his own good, he should 
have been prevented from becoming 
the Fat Controller of such an all-media 
train-set which, compounding the 
irony, he used to scrap governments he 
decided were obsolete. 

McKnight fudges. He might, for 
example, have had less difficulty 
in understanding Murdoch’s anti-
establishment attitude had he not 
described his family background as 
Protestant. 

True but not true enough. Murdoch’s 
family background is Free Presbyterian 
and the ‘Wee Frees’ have been innately 
anti-establishment since their break-
away from the established Presbyterian 
Church in Scotland. 

Indeed Keith Murdoch not 
only thought of becoming a Free 
Presbyterian minister as his father 
Patrick Murdoch was, he negotiated 
for the editorship of a proposed left-
wing newspaper before heading 
Londonward to run a cable service - oh, 
lucky Murdoch! - in the same building 
as The Times and its proprietor Lord 
Northcliffe.  

En route, Murdoch stopped off in 
Egypt. McKnight runs with the dynastic 
story that Murdoch had the Prime 
Minister Andrew Fisher’s commission 
to investigate military operations on 
Gallipoli. No proof is cited. What has 
been recorded is that Murdoch had a 
commission (worth twenty-five quid) to 
investigate army postal arrangements in 
Egypt.  

Cover story? Possibly. But why, 
with his PM’s commission, did 
Murdoch have to persuade the officer 
commanding, Ian Hamilton, to give him 
special permission to visit the Gallipoli 
fronts (not all of them as it turned out)? 

McKnight writes that Rupert Murdoch 
was censured for canvassing for election 
to the Oxford Labour Club. Wasn’t this 
the more prestigious Oxford Union?
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There lies a lawyer’s feast of funeral-
baked meats. Moral: Institutions that 
seek to cover up malfeasance only 
aggravate the intensity of the scandal. 

JAmes murrAy is a Glasgow-born Catholic. A 
Sydney-based writer his career includes ten years in 
Fleet Street, and contributions to Australia’s major 
publications.  He writes Annals  film reviews, and is 
the author of our ever-popular Media Matters

settlement to win trust-sanctioned 
voting assurance for her own children 
Elizabeth, Lachlan and James as well 
as for her stepdaughter, Prudence. 
Other biographers have suggested that 
Murdoch’s two children with his third 
wife Wendi Deng do not have similar 
trust status merely equal financial rights. 

Admirably diligent, McKnight 
details the network of publications 
and institutions Murdoch controls or 
subsidises. In his acknowledgments, he 
expresses gratitude to the Australian 
Research Council for funding ‘the 
original research for this book.’  Who 
sits on the council? Who runs it? What 
was the amount of the research grant?  

Quixotic, or its modern equivalent 
crazy-brave, describes both books 
given that the authors are involved in 
that most risky of journalistic situations: 
a breaking story. Neither book takes 
account of Murdoch’s recent counter 
moves: his division of his empire 
as part of a grand strategy of crisis 
management and containment, the 
latter mindful of American corporate 
law under which a nepotism charge 
has been laid, a vivid example of the 
mediaeval colliding with the modern.  

Paul Keating could take credit here: 
the division is along the lines of his 
‘Prince of Print’/ ‘Queen of the Screen’ 
remark with separate entities for print 
mastheads and television/movie studios. 
Murdoch has also resigned from the 
boards of various publications.  

The weakness of both books is 
that they sweep through the facts and 
allegations without offering much by 
way of what makes Murdoch run. More 
could have been made of Neill’s Sun 
King image, for Louis XIV also said 
‘Apres moi le deluge’ – After me comes 
the flood. 

Murdoch is already deep in that 
flood. Senior employee have been 
arrested and charged, chief among them 
Rebekah Brooks, the elegant red head, 
whose insouciant admission to an early 
inquiry that police officers had been 
bribed ‘in the past’, left a loose end 
dangling for The Guardian follow-up. 

Unmentioned in reports here: two of 
Murdoch reporters at The Sun, facing 
possible arrest, attempted suicide; some 
Fleet Street publications named them; 
others preferred silence.

Not that a definitive Murdoch 
biography would be easy. A fictional 
approach along the lines of RL 
Stevenson’s novel Dr Jekyll and Mr 
Hyde might go deeper (See Annals issue 
6, 2011). Who better to write it than 
Murdoch’s second wife who has several 
novels to her credit by-lined Anna 
Murdoch?  She, according to McKnight, 
bargained a relatively low divorce 
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Even though it suffered greatly during the Nazi and Soviet eras, Lublin has survived 
and its streets are alive again with young people who attend its many universities.

LUBLIN 
AN EASTERN EURo PEAN TREASURE

By Janusz Tydda

UBLIN, a town in the 
Eastern part of Poland, 
about 170 kilometres 
from Warsaw, is not 
widely known to the 
people in Austra l ia 
unless they take some 

interest in speedway racing. 
Part of the problem of lack of 

detailed knowledge of the history of 
so-called Eastern Europe in the West is 
the fact that in 
the 18th and the 
19th centuries 
European history 
was projected 
through the 
filters of the 
superpowers of 
the day – Britain, 
Prussia/Germany, 
Austria-Hungary, 
France and 
Russia.

Lublin is my 
home town where 
I spent the first 
twenty two years 
of my life and 
so, apart from 
Sydney, where I have been living for the 
last thirty two years, it is for me one of 
the most important places on earth.

Some of the ‘modern’ parts of Lublin 
may not appeal to the foreign visitor as 
particularly beautiful (in fact they may 
appear downright ugly) as most of those 
parts of the city were built during the 
Communist era and the architecture is 
seriously lacking in grace and finesse. 

The older parts of the city however 
are truly delightful and a pleasure to 
visit, to walk around and to explore. 

Most of the official guide books 
tell visitors that Lublin was located on 

important international trade routes of 
the Black and the Baltic Seas. This is not 
entirely true. While it definitely became 
a market centre, Lublin was notable for 
its strategic rather than its mercantile 
importance.

The town is in a region often overrun 
in the Middle Ages by armed bands 
led by  Lithuanian, Ruthenian and Old  
Prussian chieftains and rulers; as well as 
by Tartar hordes. 

Duke Vladislav [1260-1333] saw 
Lublin as a vital link in his defence 
system and gave the township city 
rights to encourage the settlement of 
craftsmen, artisans and merchants. With 
city rights came the duty of ius stapulae 
(storage rights) to merchants coming 
from the nearby towns of Przemyśl, 
Lwów etc, and so Lublin’s economy 
was stimulated artificially to help the 
duke pay the cost of defending the 
realm.

After a  period of relative violence 
and destruction between 1200 and 
1341 during which time the state 

of Poland endured power struggles 
between the local feudal lords, 
neighbouring countries and eastern 
Tartars, there came a long period of 
peace and economic prosperity from 
1350 to 1600. 

Lublin thrived during this period, 
and apart from two disastrous fires (in 
1447 and 1575) which damaged many 
houses and public buildings, and the 
bubonic plague in 1572, the city grew 

in strength and 
influence. 

For many 
different reasons, 
during the 17th and 
18th centuries the 
Commonwealth of 
Poland and Lithuania 
gradually lost its 
international status, 
and its economy 
virtually collapsed. 
The history of 
Lublin reflected the 
sad trends of this 
era. The population 
of the city shrank 
to one tenth of its 
previous levels. Many 

buildings fell into a state of disrepair.
The city’s fate improved in the 19th 

and in the 20th centuries, especially 
under the government of the 2nd Polish 
Republic of 1917 when Lublin again 
became prosperous. A new aircraft 
factory was built there, together with a 
new, large electricity power station.

World War II and the Soviet era, 
during which the Communist system 
was forced upon the population of 
Poland, represented without a doubt 
the darkest period in Lublin’s history. 
During this period the city lost much of 
its original character and identity. 

european and CatholiC

 The Catholic University of  Lublin  
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A great part of l ublin’s Polish 
intellectual elite lost their lives or fled 
the n azi occupation. Many ended up 
imprisoned in l ublin Castle or in a 
specially formed concentration camp 
at Majdanek (a suburb then on the 
outskirts of l ublin). 

Many involved in the underground 
resistance ended up in yet other 
concentration camps. A group of Polish 
women resistance fighters, which 
included my maternal grandmother, 
her sister and her niece, were sent to 
Ravensbruck concentration camp in 
Germany. 

The Germans also carried out the 
systematic executions of Polish Catholics 
in Krępecki Forest – from forty to 
seventy were executed per day in 1944.

in 1939, Lublin’s population stood at 
between one hundred and forty and one 
hundred and fifty thousand, including 
almost forty-three thousand Jews.  
The Jewish population was almost 
completely wiped out during this era as 
the n azi occupiers carried their  ‘final 
solution project ‘ to its diabolical end.

in the beginning the n azis placed 
the Jews completely outside the law, 
then took away all Jewish property and 
forced the whole Jewish population 
into a specially selected ghetto in the 
suburb of Podzamcze. u nder very 
harsh conditions their dignity was 
taken away from them and finally their 
lives. The physical extermination of 
the Jews of l ublin was carried out in 
a few stages; in bełżec (March 1942), 
Majdanek (n ovember 1942) and 
finally in Majdanek concentration camp 
(n ovember 1943).

i t is estimated that in July 1944 the 
total population of l ublin was about 
eighty thousand.

in July 1944, the Soviet Army 
reached l ublin and a new wave of 
terror was directed at the Polish 
Home Army made up of underground 
resistance forces loyal to the Polish 
Government-in-exile in l ondon, and at 
all those opposed to, or not appearing 
friendly to the new Communist regime.

The Soviets brought with them a 
bevy of old Communists, as a ready-
made ‘Polish’ Government (PKWn ) to 
impose on the weakened country. As 
soon as the Soviet troops and security 
forces outnumbered the remaining 
Home Army soldiers who had originally 
liberated the town, the Communists 
carried out mass arrests, farcical trials, 
executions and deportation to Siberia 
without interruption until 1953.

The  Basilica  of  the Relic of  the Holy Cross, and the Dominican Monastery in Lublin’s Old Town

Lublin’s Arch-Cathedral  of  St. John the Baptist (16th – 18th century)
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I remember a sweet shop and 
cafeteria on Krakowskie Przedmieście 
(the main street of Lublin) called 
Semadeni (established in 1875) where 
our parents would take us occasionally 
on Sundays for a real, sweet treat.

There was still one Jewish shop in 
a one storey building on Narutowicza 
Street, just opposite the entrance to 
Konopnicka Street where Mr Respond 
had a tiny haberdashery shop. 

Before the war nearly 60% of all 
shops in Lublin were Jewish. The only 
Jewish shopkeeper remaining, that I 
can remember, was Mr Respond. My 
grandmother Zofia would take me 
there occasionally as she wanted to 
buy twine, needles, buttons, and wool 
for knitting scarves or gloves. 

One day in the early 60s his shop 
closed, and a few weeks later the 
whole building was demolished and 
soon was replaced with a block of 

units. And so within a few years 
these  ‘relics’ of a bygone era vanished 
forever. 

Today’s post-Soviet Lublin is a 
different city altogether.  Most of the 

with bitumen 
s u r f a c e s . 
A l t h o u g h 
there were 
only a few 
taxis, horse 
d r a w n 
hansom cabs 
were readily 
available at every major street corner – 
some remnants of free enterprise in post 
war Communist Poland. Shop deliveries 
were done in large horse-pulled carts 
until the early sixties.

My early memories of Lublin go back 
to the fifties (probably as early as 1955) 
in the communist era.  This was the 
time when the city still had some links 
to pre-war times – relics preserved as if 
frozen in a time capsule – belonging to 
a bygone era when people thought they 
could rebuild free Poland after regaining 
independence in 1917. 

I can still hear the sound of horses’ 
hoofs clip-clopping on the cobblestones 
which covered most of Lublin’s streets 
until the early sixties when the local 
authorities decided to replace them 

Ancient wooden Byzantine-Rite Catholic Church, dedicated to the Birthday of  Holy Mary

Remains of  Majdanek Concentration Camp on the outskirts of  Lublin

Monastery of  the Discalced Carmelites and the attached church dedicated to St Joseph  
the Beloved Spouse of  the Holy Virgin Mary.
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historical buildings and living quarters 
are being renovated and the older 
parts (especially the Old Town) are 
truly delightful to visit. There are a 
many restaurants and tree lined streets.

For a non-Polish visitor there are 
many points of interest in Lublin. 
In addition to the Old Town and 
surrounding suburbs there are  
beautiful, unique Catholic churches 
with original and mostly original 
(undisturbed) paintings, altars and 
artefacts.  

Especially worth visiting are the 
15th century Church of Our Lady of 
Victories (commemorating the 1410 
Battle of Grunwald), the Basilica of 
St. Stanislaus (originally built in 14th 
century – rebuilt after the great fire of 
1575) and the wonderful  Chapel of 
Holy Trinity  with its eastern orthodox 
style frescos. In all, there are forty-nine 
churches in Lublin and at least one 
third of them are a must see for any 
visitor.

Lublin is also the headquarters of 
one of the largest and most influential 
Catholic educational institutions - 
KUL – the Catholic University of 
Lublin. Blessed John Paul II was one 
of the lecturers of this university which 
houses a museum. Students come from 
all over Europe to study there.

 In pre-war times Lublin was also 
one of the most important centres of 
cultural and commercial Jewish life in 
Europe. The largest Talmudic school, 
was established there and has now 
been re-opened. The Castle houses a 
prison used in the 19th Century and 
during the Second World War. There 
is an interesting historical museum 
there as well as a 13th Century turret 
and the Chapel of the Holy Trinity 
mentioned above.

Even though Lublin suffered 
greatly during the Nazi and Soviet 
eras, it has survived these dark times 
and its streets are alive again with 
young people who attend its many 
universities. With its churches, old 
town and long history many people 
are coming to discover this fascinating 
Eastern European city for the first 
time.

Janusz  Tydda, originally from Poland, has lived 
in Australia for over 30 years. He has a Master’s  
degree in History from Warsaw University and 
is an IT specialist who has worked at Sydney 
University for the past 10 years. He is married to 
Grazyna and lives in Sydney. 
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The tsunami was  … like scenes from a science fiction movie, but this was no fiction.   
It terrified people because it made them realize how vulnerable we humans are  

before the forces of nature.

TSUNAmI
By Paul Glynn, SM

N MAR C H 11 , 
2011 everyone was 
busily and blissfully 
going about their 
normal occupations 
in Japan’s Toohoku, 
t h e  No r th - Ea s t 

coastal area, little suspecting that before 
mid-afternoon almost twenty thousand 
of them would be dead. 

Two hundred and thirty-seven school 
children would be bereft of mother and 
father. One thousand three hundred 
and thirty-three children would lose 
mother or father and seven hundred 
and twelve families would be without 
their single wage earner. According to 
newspaper estimates a year later, the 
Japanese national economy would be 
over two hundred and thirty trillion 
dollars the poorer because of the 
threefold terror unleashed that day on 
the area stretching two hundred and 
sixty to three hundred and sixty kms. 
north east of Tokyo.

At 2.46 pm that early March 
afternoon massive sub-ocean plates off 
the Toohoku coast buckled convulsively 
triggering a massive earthquake. At 
Richter Scale 9 it was the most powerful 
quake ever recorded. Along one 
hundred kms. of coastline, buildings 
shook frantically, walls screamed 
and cracked open and roofs caved in. 
Hundreds of kms. away, in Tokyo, the 
tops of earthquake-proofed sky scrapers 
swayed a good five metres back and 
forth.

Out at sea, huge expanses of ocean 
above the buckling ocean plates, 
wobbled drunkenly, dropped many 
metres instantaneously, and as suddenly 
leapt upwards and gathered into two 
huge tsunamis, one racing away west 
towards California while the other 
powered off at tremendous velocity 

towards the nearby Toohoku coastal 
strip. Viewed from an aeroplane the 
incredible height of the tsunamis was 
not obvious, and so the vital warnings 
came too late for multitudes living 
or working close to the shore. Later 
footprints of the tsunami would be 
discovered forty metres up inland 
mountain sides.

 On hitting Japanese beaches, and 
farmlands ploughed ready for spring 
planting, the tsunami tore up tons of 
sand, pebbles and black earth, turning 
the tsunami black, making the sight 
even more sinister to terrified viewers 
sitting before TV sets in Japan and 
right around the world. TV viewers 
shuddered to see the black monster 
pulverizing homes to matchwood, 
ripping up concrete highways and 
demolishing seaside towns. Large boats, 
combivans and buses were tossed 
around like soccer balls.

For days and even weeks later, all 
over Japan, and around the whole 
world, people would sit transfixed 
before TV replays, watching the black 
tsunami devour homes and cultivated 
fields like some enraged monster that 
had escaped from the netherworld. The 
TV shots of the two planes ploughing 
into the two towers of New York’s 
World Trade Centre were frightening. 
However they were war scenes created 
by human terrorists, man-made 
mayhem, looking like newscasts we had 
seen before. 

But the tsunami was the work of 
Mother Nature, gone wild, acting as 
crazily. It was like scenes from a science 
fiction movie, but this was no fiction It 
terrified people because it made them 
realize how vulnerable we humans are 
before the forces of nature.

Pessimistic articles turn up 
occasionally in newspapers and 

Coping With the forCes of nature

Not Groundless Optimism

The Mass of men,’ Chesterton wrote at the conclusion of orthodoxy, 
‘have been forced to be gay about the little things, but sad about the 

big ones. Nevertheless (i offer my last dogma defiantly) it is not native to 
man to be so. Man is more himself, man is more manlike, when joy is the 
fundamental thing in him, and grief the superficial. Melan choly should be 
an innocent interlude, a tender and fugitive frame of mind; praise should 
be the permanent pulsation of the soul.’ it is the quality of wonder that so 
many readers and critics have lost sight of in the priggish, conservative 
Chesterton they seem to prefer. This man was an eagle, flying high 
over the barren landscapes of modernism, and his astute challenges to 
mundane views challenge us to rethink thoughtless positions on a variety 
of subjects. his good cheer was not baseless optimism: it arose from a 
deep convic tion that the human imagination is glorious, has its origins in 
divine realities, and refuses to lie down. he believed, in a strange way, in 
belief itself as the ground of experience. as he once said, ‘Fairy tales are 
more than true: not because they tell us that dragons exist, but because 
they tell us that dragons can be beaten.’

— J. perini, ‘rethinking Chesterton,’ in The Chesterton Review,  
xxxvii Fall and Winter, 2011, p. 548.
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magazines about doomsday 
approaching – there will be too many 
people, and planet earth won’t have 
enough food nor even fresh water 
because searing droughts are coming, 
to be followed by drowning floods. 
Suddenly Mother Nature, once so 
supportive, comforting and reliable, has 
become suspect to many, no longer a 
good mother, but an evil step-mother, 
like those nasty evil ones who haunt 
fairy stories like Cinderella.

I remember back in the late 
1940s, when Communist tyranny had 
enslaved huge areas around the world. 
I was a seminarian, and one day when  
Dr. Austin Woodbury was lecturing 
us on metaphysics he went off on a 
tangent. Something led him to talk 
about the fate of many Christians in 
nations like Poland, where Bolshevik 
commissars were systematically 
dismantling the Catholic Church. 

The ‘Doc’ as we fondly called him, 
had recently read of Christian believers 
behind the Iron Curtain writing down 
and memorizing Scripture verses. They 
knew their Faith made them hated 
enemies of the regime, risking jail. 
No Bibles or Christian books would 
be allowed them if they were sent to 
prisons or gulags. The Doc’s voice 
dropped to almost a whisper : ‘What 
if Australia falls under Communism, 
and priests and you seminarians are 
imprisoned, as has happened in Poland, 
Hungary, East Germany? What Scripture 
verses would you memorize as you 
waited for the Secret Police ?’ 

I think my choice would be St. Paul’s 
Letter to the Romans, Chapter 8. Many 
believers love this chapter as one of the 
greatest in the whole New Testament. 

I used some of Chapter 8 last year 
in Japan when some parishioners of 
Tomigaoka, a parish in Nara, Japan’s 
ancient capital city, asked me about 
the March three-pronged disaster – 
earthquake, tsunami and potentially 
lethal radiation that leaked from the 
damaged nuclear reactor. They felt 
threatened by the future, as many 
thoughtful people did. What did I think, 
they wondered.

I opened my New Testament and 
read them Romans, 8 : 18-28. In that 
section St. Paul uses the Greek word 
stenagmos, meaning groaning, three 
times, and amazingly one time even 
applies it to the Holy Spirit! 

Verse 22 says; ‘Yes, we know that 
all creation is groaning until now.’ 
Devastating floods this year, horrifying 
bush fires next year, and then a five 
year drought. We have been through it 
during recent years in Australia. 

Paul continues in verse 23 : ‘Not 
only that, but we who possess the first 
fruits of the Holy Spirit, we too groan 
inwardly as we wait for our bodies to 
be set free.’ This is all too obvious, and 
we feel terrified at times when nature’s 
forces seem to rage wildly out of 
control. 

I remember being terrified as a boy 
in Lismore, NSW, watching raging flood 
waters, dirty brown from tearing up 
fields that had been ploughed ready 
for planting. Later in the seminary I 
would read of ‘the waters of chaos,’ that 
symbolized the fears of ancient peoples 
before the similar similarly terrible 
phenomena of nature’s moodiness. 

We groan inwardly when a parent or 
family member is laid low by a stroke, 
or falls away from reality into the 
No-Man’s-Land of Alzheimer’s Disease. 
At such times we sense painfully our 
own human weakness, weakness that 
will end up in our death. Scientists tell 
us that the sun has already consumed 

half its radioactive fuel that produces 
its heat and light. Yes, we are in a dying 
solar system. Planet earth is in the grip 
of nature that is carrying it on to sure 
death as a black sterile body.

But then Paul draws the attention of 
his Roman readers to the Holy Spirit 
who has featured so prominently in 
the earlier verses of this letter. But this 
time, to an extraordinary, different, 
Holy Spirit. He says the Holy Spirit 
groans too. I wonder if that shocked 
and bewildered the Roman readers. 
‘The Spirit too comes to help us in our 
weakness. When we d not know how to 
pray properly the Spirit intercedes for 
us with groaning that could never be 
put into words.’ 

Those words of Scripture have led 
many believers into the mystic prayer of 
‘the Cloud of Unknowing.’ 

But the words are for all of us 
struggling non-mystics too. Then 
the following two verses give us the 
confidence to face strokes, Alzheimer’s 
Disease and the possibility that we 
could live to see the end of the world 
that Christ spoke about. Scripture’s 
promise answers the fear that Japanese 
believers have of further quakes and 
tsunamis. Population-wise, and therefore 

JN118933 Annals August 2012.indb   25 5/09/12   10:01 AM



Ann Als Austr Al AsiA  26  August 2012

and Joseph huddle close to the one 
remaining wall. It stands because it is 
fixed to the Mass altar! They faithfully 
keep their watch by the flimsy manger 
that, with its few wisps of rice straw, 
looks a poor bed to receive Jesus. 
Autumn leaves that were strikingly 
beautiful a month before lie around the 
Crib, dried up, black, and dead. 

On the one wall of the Crib, graphic 
newspaper photos of tsunami scenes 
force everyone who enters the church 
to be in touch with the living tsunami 
victims, homeless, hungry and miserably 
cold, shivering in the snowstorm that 
came with the tsunami. One photo is 
of two newly orphaned small children, 
struggling to shovel mud out of their 
wracked home. There is a photo of a 
scrawled message, badly penned in 
obvious haste: ‘Big Brother Masa; Meet 
me at Akazawa,’ and underneath the 
anguished question, ‘Have you seen 
Mother?’

To find out what kind of help was 
most urgent, twelve of the Tomigaoka 
parishioners and I took two days off 
to go up to the city of Fukushima, of 
leaking radiation infamy, to discover 
what was most needed right now. We 
were put up by nuns belonging to the 
Congregation Notre Dame’ They had 
previously worked for over twenty years 
running the Tomigaoka kindergarten, so 
we knew them. 

Sadly they told us that ten students 
attending their large ‘Our Lady of 
Cherry Blossoms’ school complex had 
lost mother and father in the tsunami. 
The nuns had immediately promised 
the ten that they could study free from 
now on, right up to graduation from 
their two year College after finishing 
high school. The nuns had also begun a 
campaign to help these pupils who had 
lost everything. The school complex is 
well away from the coast. The drowned 
parents had been on the coast when the 
huge wave struck.

They were hoping to raise enough 
money to guarantee a decent future for 
the ten parentless students. When they 
had done that they planned to join the 
volunteers working for the other two 
hundred and twenty-seven orphaned 
pupils living in the whole tsunami area. 

We discovered that the nuns, 
including ninety-two year-old Sister 
Kimura go visiting the still traumatized 
old folk who were ordered to leave 

liturgies all the death, bereavement 
in families loss of homes and income, 
fear of lethal radiation, warnings that 
more earthquakes and tsunamis could 
come - because Japan sits astride ‘the 
ring of fire,’ the earthquake danger zone 
around the Pacific Ocean. 

They made a Christmas Crib with 
three walls knocked down. Drift 
wood lay scattered around it. Mary 

economically, they could be citizens of 
the Land of the Setting Sun, as one of 
their novelists Osamu Dazai put it.

Verse 27 assures us that God the 
Father knows exactly what the Spirit 
is asking when the Spirit ‘groans’ for 
us. That is why Paul adds in verse 28 
the glorious promise that many of our 
great-grandmothers and grandfathers 
knew, even if they could not quote St. 
Paul, and maybe were almost unlettered 
people. ‘We know that the Father 
co-operates with all those who love Him 
to make all things work together for 
good in the call given in His decree.’ 

Scripture assures us that God wants 
all people to be in His ‘decree’ of 
salvation into Eternal Life, as 1 Timothy 
2:4 etc. assures us.

The triple ‘natural disaster’ of March 
11, 2011 rocked the Japanese people. 
The Catholics of Tomigaoka parish in 
Nara decided to bring into their Advent 
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The campaign is continuing. The money 
now being raised is sent directly to the 
Fukushima nuns who are working for the 
orphans. Should anyone wish to help, 
send your donation to Fr. Kevin Stewart, 
SM, Director of Marist Mission Centre, 3 
Mary St., Hunters Hill, NSW, 2110. If you 
would like a tax deductible form just say 
so, and one will be sent to you.

 fAtHer PAul Glynn, sm has spent 25 years as 
a missionary in Japan. Author of A Song for 
Nagasaki, and Healing Fire From Frozen Earth, 
Father Glynn is stationed at Villa Maria, Hunters 
Hill, NSW.

Fr.Bob Barber, Marist Vice Provincial 
handed a cheque for $80,000 to the 
Japanese Deputy Consul General 
Inadome at the end of the Mass. That 
first donation was sent to Caritas Japan 
in Sendai.

Lismore, NSW, the first Australian 
city to form a sister-City relationship 
with a Japanese city, added $9000. 
Japanese Catholics and Christians 
living in Australia gave donations and 
even spent days street-begging to raise 
money for their suffering compatriots. 

their Fukushima homes immediately, 
when the nuclear plant began to leak 
poisonous radiation, and go inland 
where the nuns’ school complex is. 
They had not time to collect anything 
they could not carry. Now they live 
in hastily erected buildings with no 
carpets nor heavy curtains to take the 
edge of Toohoku’s severe winter, with 
walls and shelves devoid of family 
photos that had meant so much to them.

We returned to Tomigaoka church and 
reported on the visit, or the ‘pilgrimage’ 
as the travellers called it. The parish, as 
soon as the tsunami devastation become 
evident, had sent almost all of the money 
the church had in the bank, leaving 
themselves vulnerable if some tragedy hit 
the church – most of Japan is earthquake 
prone. 

Now they prepared a new campaign 
for the orphans. They made Christmas 
and New Year cards carrying a photo of 
the tsunami-blasted Crib, which they 
sold. They brought valuable things 
from their homes and sold them to one 
another to raise cash. Artists who have 
successfully exhibited their paintings 
sent some of them to Fukushima to 
brighten the walls of pensioners forced 
to leave home and live in hastily erected 
barracks. Quite a lot of money was 
raised and sent to the nuns for their 
orphan appeal, and for the miserable 
pensioners.

Several weeks after the tsunami, Fr. 
Paul Cooney, Provincial of the Marist 
Fathers in Australia, led a Mass and an 
appeal for the Japanese victims. Mrs. 
Marie Field volunteered to decorate the 
altar for the Mass, held in the church 
hall because the Hunters Hill church 
was booked for baptisms. 

Marie put great love and talent into 
making the altar resplendent. She is 
jokingly called called Mrs. Wiggles by 
some of her friends, because her son 
Paul is the manager of the Wiggles, 
son Anthony is the dynamic Blue 
One son John writes Wiggles songs. 
She mentioned the coming Mass and 
appeal to son Paul. He telephoned 
to ask would it help if he sent some 
Wiggles along. No discussion needed! 
So thirteen came, and even sang a 
children’s song in Japanese ‘The spring 
is coming,’ which it was, up in Toohoku. 

Anthony and Jeff, the one who 
delights children by going to sleep in 
Wiggles shows, did Mass readings. 
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Book revieW

The monastery became the consolidated center of rationality, order, and discipline – the 
engine of concentrated enterprise and particularity in an otherwise barbarous world.

CIv ILIz ATIo N AND Ch RISTIAN CULTURE
By Jude P. Dougherty

I S H EARTE N E D 
by  the  cur ren t 
l i t e r a r y  a n d 
intellectual fashions 
that prevail in the 
academic life of our 
campuses, fads that 

suggest that there is nothing unique or 
exceptional about Western civilization 
except its oppressiveness, John Headley 
has produced a remarkable book to the 
contrary. 

Headley admits that the horrors 
of the past century have done little to 
advance appreciation for the virtues of 
Western civilization. ‘Even so,’ he writes, 
‘certain features of our civilization 
convey the West’s uniqueness: the 
influence of its science and technology, 
the idea of a common humanity, the 
legitimacy of political dissent and 
diversity, the process of secularity and 
the universality of human rights.’ 

Christianity, he thinks, got it right 
when it allowed Christ’s mandate to 
‘render unto Caesar what is his due’ to 
develop into our modern understanding 
of ‘secularity,’ something he finds absent 
in Islam and Hinduism. 

The West understands the difference, 
in the words of Bishop Otto of Freising, 
whom he quotes, between ‘the imperium 
[the Empire] and the sacerdotium [the 
Priesthood].’

Headley’s opening chapter is 
devoted to the definition of ‘civilization.’ 
Drawing upon a treatise by the Greek 
geographer, philosopher, and historian 
Strabo (63 bc – 24 Ad), Headley finds 
that Strabo in his Geography introduced 
the reader to a global appreciation of 
the inhabited world and may have been 
the first to use terms such as ‘cultivated’ 
or ‘civil’ to describe the more advanced 
societies. 

The evolution from a rustic state 
to a cultivated one, Strabo held, 

depended to a considerable extent 
on physical environment such as that 
found in Europe and the Indus Valley. 
A favorable physical environment is one 
that is not too demanding or too easy, 
one that obliges the human elements 
of diligence and care to be exercised. 
‘Thus, the civilized conditions are 
possible only given a certain degree of 
material support, neither so slight as to 
make existence impossibly difficult, or 
so great as to smother human initiative.’ 

Strabo was aware that non-Greek-
speaking peoples, such as Carthaginians, 
Egyptians, and Indians, at the time of 

Alexander the Great, also possessed 
traits associated with civilized life – i.e. 
respect for law, education, eloquent 
speech, and other qualities demanded 
by city life. 

More than 1500 years separate 
Strabo from Headley’s next exhibit, 
Giovanni Botero S.J. (!544-1617), 
a Thomist, whose ‘Global Reports’ 
resembles Strabo’s in their reach and 
focus. 

During the period between the two 
authors Christianity had become almost 
synonymous with civilization. In Europe 
the monastery became the consolidated 
center of rationality, order, and 
discipline – the engine of concentrated 
enterprise and particularity in an 
otherwise barbarous world. 

‘Civility,’ Christian and European, 
was complemented by the viability of 
princely courts that added a further 
dimension to the idea of cultivated 
existence. Giovanni Botero carries us 
forward to an age of discovery and 
European engagement with the earth’s 
many peoples. Modern scholarship, 
suggests Headley, may accord Giovanni 
Botero the honor of being the first 
demographer as well as the first 
oceanographer for works that included 
On the Greatness of Cities (1588) and The 
Reason of State (1589). 

Reporting to Federico Cardinal 
Borromeo, then head of the 
Congregation de Propaganda Fide, 
Botero found as a result of his travels 
in the Orient that peace and quiet 
usually flourish under a great monarch. 
With peace, there comes the possibility 
of right teaching, uprightness, civility, 
order, good customs, and the arts 
devised to render man more pleasing, 
hospitable, kind, and cultivated. 
Without them there is nothing. 

The term ‘civilization’ did not come 
into common use until the mid-point 

headley, John M. The Problem with 
Multiculturalism: The Uniqueness and 
Universality of Western Civilization. 

New Brunswick: Transaction 
publishers, 2012. pp xvi + 106. 
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of the 18th century when it became 
equated with moral refinement and 
learning. 

John Stuart Mill opened up and 
expanded the concept of civilization 
while applying the term in the plural to 
societies both ancient and modern. 

In an essay published in the London 
Review (1836), Mill maintained that 
the test for civilization lay in the power 
of cooperation and compromise. ‘For 
Mill,’ Headley relates, ‘discipline and 
perfect cooperation become the salient 
attributes of civilization.’

 This historical excursion apart, 
Headley’s primary target is the 
educational establishment that has 
allowed the pervasive strictures 
of multiculturalism to marginalize 
the study of Europe and Western 
civilization, ignoring the former 
prominence of the West. ‘In our haste 
since the 1960s to learn about other 
civilizations and peoples beyond our 
own, we have lost our palate for the 
West, gorging ourselves upon otherness.’ 
Drunk, if not drugged, with Derrida, 
Focault, and political correctness, the 
educational establishment has ceased to 
serve the commonweal by undermining 
its national heritage. 

Unlike some of the globalist 
and cosmopolitanists who deal in 
abstractions often removed from both 
history and reality, Headley does not 
write in a vacuum: ‘We live at a moment 
when government, confronted by an 
economic collapse second only to the 
Great Depression, also has to connect 
with the recovery of an entire legal 
and constitutional system as well as 
withdrawal from unwanted wars.’ His 
is an appeal to reform a dysfunctional 
educational system in the interest of 
self-preservation. 

In a concluding chapter, ‘On the 
Meaning of America,’ Headley writes, 
‘The United States has become the 
bearer as well as the heir of Western 
civilization and its multiple meanings 
and responsibilities.’ He is convinced 
that ‘America must resume its leadership 
as well as its responsibilities and 
initiatives among the peoples and 
societies of the Earth.’

Professor Jude douGHerty is Dean Emeritus of the 
Philosophy Faculty, Catholic University of America, 
Editor, The Review of Metaphysics, and General 
Editor, Series Studies in Philosophy and the History of 
Philosophy, Washington, D.C.

Please assist us by introducing Annals to relatives and friends. 
We need your support and we need new subscribers. 

Annals has the answer! Try it.

DONATIONS RECEIVED
FROM 22/12/11 — 28/12/11
Our sincerest thanks to the many subscribers to  

Annals Australia, who very generously send a small donation 
along with their annual renewal – this assists in defraying the 

heavy costs incurred in producing our magazine.

– Editor, Annals

2121 MR J M DAVOREN 17

2137 MR P MCCARTHY 33

2093 MR & MRS JOHN KIELY 17

2018 MRS W J BARRY 17

7170 MRS M E WATLING 7

3113 MR M C HARE 7

2730 MR A W VANZELLA 17

2256 MRS P M QUINN 20

5001 MR I A SHEARER 17

4101 MISS A RIORDAN 10

2035 MRS J LONG 74

2070 MRS MAUREEN SIM 17

2111 MRS M YOUNG 7

2113 MR C J PURCELL 17

2145 MISS MARY O’KEEFE 17

2222 MRS M BLEAKLEY 17

2198 MR ANTON SAJN 34

2220 MR R W HAMBLION 17

2250 MRS N FITZGERALD 4

2569 MRS P M SMITH 17

3931 MR & MRS B & G O’LOGHLIN 4

2756 MR JOHN F ALLEN 10

3084 MR L J WHITING 17

3977 MR KEVIN HAM 33

4019 MR SHANE MCSWEENEY 7

5039 MR V J FORDE 17

6450 MR & MRS A VERMEERSCH 4

2540 MR ANTHONY GRIFFITHS 9

4075 DR N A KATTER 50

2615 MR BRYAN COWMAN 7

2073 MRS R FOX 17

2164 MR JOHN FERGUSON 24

2045 MRS K O’BRIEN 37

2211 MR J P RYAN 27

4873 MRS M FERRERO 67

2582 MR THOMAS CONSIDINE 24

831 PRIEST IN CHARGE 26

2230 MRS J HURST 20

4740 MISS J P NOONAN 10

2118 MR KEITH A MAHER 74

2594 M & C PRICE 17

3101 MR M A SPILLANE 7

3102 MR R FERRARI 17

2092 MRS M BURTON 10

2540 MR J COLNAN 27

6160 FR TONY MAHER  OMI 17

3187 MICHAEL HAESLER 17

2324 MR R HUGHES 67

6531 MRS HELEN LONG 17

2100 MR C CASEY 7

2612 MR R J CARMODY 17

2594 BR M S MADDEN 14

2110 MRS J V DOLAHENTY 33

4152 MR J D SULLIVAN 17

2075 MR B LAMBERT 14

2549 MR K MABBOTT 17

2034 MR J NEENAN 14

2036 MRS DOROTHY HIGGINS 24

2063 MR W A O’DONNELL 17

2121 MR P D THOMAS 7

2530 MR & MRS T HOUGHTON 14

2525 MR & MRS T BOURKE 17

4165 MRS DIANNE THOMAS 20

2725 MRS A HOLT 7

4700 RESOURCE CENTRE: HELEN JACK 33

4066 MR & MRS J P SCOBLE 20

2073 MR & MRS J MONTANO 67

4567 MR W K ROBERTS 75

2097 MR R F KEAN 17

2576 MR A E DUNNE 20

3152 MR T DE BIE 7

2155 MR PAUL G CASHMAN 17

2066 MRS J DWYER 17

2101 J A GEDDES 50

2190 DR D W MCNALLY 33

4880 MR D R HARRISON 67

6012 GREG MARTIENSEN 20

2785 MR IAN MAGUIRE 17

2155 ORDER OF FRIARS MINOR 

CONVENTUAL 7

TOTAL: $1769

JN118933 Annals August 2012.indb   29 5/09/12   10:01 AM



Ann Als Austr Al AsiA  30  August 2012

How advertisers have ended the reign of  the Fourth Estate 

Th E FLUENT Po ET o F  
BUNg Ay’ S SAv INg S ALTS    

By G. K. Chesterton

H E R E  W A S  A 
TIME, for all I know, 
when this page of 
this periodical was 
occupied by facts. If 
so, I ask the oldest 
readers to remember 

their youth and imagine that I am curtly 
narrating the following incidents as 
having happened lately in London. 

Last Wednesday, the Spectator 
published a soothing and well balanced 
article called “Our English Weather.” 
The weather, it seems, is temperate; so 
was the article. On the whole, however, 
it maintained that the English climate 
was mild and required little artificial 
help for any Londoner inheriting the 
Viking Blood. As a result of this, the 
head of a famous firm selling asbestos 
stoves withdrew all its advertisements 
from the Spectator, saying that it grieved 
his logical mind that artificial warmth 
should be called needful in one part of 
the paper and needless in another. 

In the Clarion, which is probably the 
most solidly popular and prosperous of 
Socialist papers, a hearty old leveller 
uttered the opinion: “Dirt often means 
Work; and there are better men among 
the Great Unwashed than among the 

Great Unworking. “ Blink’s Soap, which 
had previously advertised in the paper, 
withdrew its advertisements, after 
making the editor the fair offer that he 
should cease to be a Socialist. 

In the Art Journal the President 
of the Royal Academy wrote to the 
following effect: “Whatever other 
disadvantages it may have entailed, 
there can be little doubt that the early 
Greek practice of going without clothes 
in early youth and on ceremonial 
occasions did much to perfect that 
exquisite knowledge of the poise and 
changes of the body which have made 
the art of Hellas immortal.” Several 
West-End tailors immediately withdrew 
their advertisements.

The English Review, which pays 
special attention to poetry, included 
lately a poem by Mr. W. B. Yeats, 
beginning with the two lines

Let there be nought for the night, 
Kil Cronach, 

Between my head and the good 
grey rain.
The advertisers of Parkinson’s 

Patent Umbrella entered into a long 
and painful correspondence with the 
proprietors of the magazine, which 
ended in the disappearance of their old 
and familiar advertisement.

The Westminster Gazette, criticising 
the lighter drama in the ordinary 
course of its journalistic duty, remarked 
that one particular play, produced by 
Mr. George Edwardes, had not a very 
good libretto. Mr. George Edwardes 
was suddenly torn and racked with a 
degrading sense of inconsistency. He 
could not bear the Westminster Gazette 
to be so disconnected in its ideas. 
Somebody else said his play was bad in 
the very same paper in which he, with 
a more detached judgment, said it was 
good. He withdrew his advertisement 
from the paper.

Now among those six utterly and 
ravingly nonsensical anecdotes, one 
actually happened. But, upon my 
honour, I do not think that a rational 
person, unread in the English papers, 
could tell me which. 

The whole proposition belongs, 
not to topsy-turvydom (for topsy-
turvydom is logical), but to some sphere 
inconceivable to the ordinary human 
intellect. We all knew that there were 
advertisements in papers; and some of 
us, when exhausted by the articles, have 
got much amusement out of them. But 
it never crossed the brain of any man 
in his five wits that the articles had to 
square with the advertisements. 

We never supposed that the prose 
articles by biologists and physicians 
were to be modelled on those sombre 
paragraphs which begin with a young 
man feeling worn and nervous in 
Glasgow and end with Tompkinson’s 
Tonic. 

We did not suppose that the poetry 
of a paper existed permanently, as it 
were, under the eye of the fluent poet 
of Bungay’s Saving Salts. 

Yet this is the claim that has quite 
seriously been made; it has been 
made (for I rend the veil otherwise 
impenetrable) by Mr. George 

Life on  
the Screen

iN abolishing distance ... technology has also impacted our sense of 
time, place, personal identity, and perspective - and not just for business 

executives, but for everyone. Within the last year we’ve seen the first 
reported cases of internet adultery leading to divorce. sherry Turkle, in 
her disconcerting book Life on the Screen, chronicles how the ‘windows’ 
metaphor of our computer screens - where multiple projects can be 
pursued at the same time - subtly fractures our sense of unitary self....

- archbishop Charles J. Chaput, Deus ex Machina: How to Think About Technology, Crisis 
18, 18-22 (oct. 1998). 

telling the truth
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Edwardes against the Westminster 
Gazette. Mr. George Edwardes, being 
(in the ordinary sense) sane, does 
in cold blood declare that the text 
of a paper must be altered to suit 
its advertisements. To hear that is 
like hearing the crack of Doom. On 
occasions like this one has a sense as of 
the universe being in travail. Something 
seems ready to burst. I rather think it 
must be laughter.

Yet in this case there is hope as 
well as despair. Indeed, there is hope 
because there is despair; it is when 
the invalid has the courage to despair 
of his right hand (or left leg) that 
there begins to be hope for his whole 
body. There is something about the 
cool nature of Mr. George Edwardes’s 
suggestion which may serve to bring all 
journalism to its senses. 

If we are really to write up to the 
advertisements, I think it would pay us 
better to write the advertisements. If I 
am to be controlled by Smith’s Soap I 
think I may as well be paid by Smith’s 
Soap: Smith has probably much more 
money than any honest newspapers. Of 
course Mr. Edwardes and his friends 
do not say in so many words that they 
object to all criticism. They always say 
(the phrases are charmingly settled and 
stereotyped) that they do not object to 
fair criticism. 

I have met hundreds of men who 
said that they would not object to a 
fair criticism, but I never met one man 
who admitted that he had received one. 
But Mr. Edwardes disposes finally of 
his own case in this respect by saying 
that the Westminster Gazette criticism was 
obviously inspired by malice and spite. 

Now this is a smashing test; this is 
always the thing that people say when 
they have literally nothing else to say. 
If a critic tells a particular lie, that 
particular lie can be pointed out. If he 
misses a specific point, that point can 
be explained. If he is really wrong in 
this or that, it will be on this or that that 
the insulted person will eagerly pounce. 
But “malice and spite” are vague words 
which will never be used except when 
there is really nothing to pounce on. If a 
man says that I am a dwarf, I can invite 
him to measure me. If he says I am a 
cannibal, I can invite him to dinner. If he 
says I am a coward, I can hit him. If he 
says I am a miser, I can give him half-a-
sovereign. But if he says I am fat and lazy 

(which is true), the best I can answer is 
that he speaks out of malice and spite. 

Whenever we see that phrase, we 
may be almost certain that somebody 
has told the truth about somebody else.

Therefore, as I say, there is hope in 
the very hugeness of the wrong. For it 
may be observed in history that most 
tyrannies have fallen, not by an ultimate 
act of rebellion, but by a final and 
indefensible declaration of despotism. 

Man, because he is the image of 
God, would rather have even the 
practice of wrong than the theory of 
it. He would rather endure tyranny 
than admit tyranny. Therefore most of 

the rebellions against oppression have 
been made, not at the moment when 
the oppressor first began to oppress, 
but only at the moment when the 
oppressor first declared himself as 
such. 

It was when Gesler put his own hat 
on top of a pole to be worshipped that 
William Tell arose. Probably Gesler had 
put a number of other people’s heads 
on poles, without in any way attracting 
Tell from drinking ale or practising 
archery in his back garden. 

Caesar was assassinated because he 
was trying to be a king, not because he 
had already become an autocrat. What 
smashed the Stuarts was their divine 
right, not any of their human wrong. It 
is always the claim that maddens men, 
much more than the acts. 

There is never any real revolt against 
any human abuse, until it has made 
its open and monstrous claim upon 
humanity. It is due to Mr. Edwardes 
to say that he has been brave enough 
to make the first full and precise claim 
for the complete subordination of art 
to money. Now that the despot has 
declared himself (and even tried to 
be crowned at Westminster), we may 
look to men for the revolt. [We are still 
looking. Ed.]

This article first appeared in The Illustrated London 
News, November 13, 1909.

Missing  
the Point?

reMeMBer, however, that to be breakable is not the same as to 
be perishable. strike a glass, and it will not endure an instant; 

simply do not strike it, and it will endure a thousand years. such, it 
seemed, was the joy of man, either in elfland or on earth; the 
happiness depended on not doing something which you could at any 
moment do and which, very often, it was not obvious why you should 
not do. Now, the point here is that to me this did not seem unjust. if the 
miller’s third son said to the fairy, “explain why i must not stand on my 
head in the fairy palace,” the other might fairly reply, “Well, if it comes 
to that, explain the fairy palace.” if Cinderella says, “how is it that i 
must leave the ball at twelve?” her god mother might answer, “how is 
it that you are going there till twelve?” if i leave a man in my will ten 
talking elephants and a hundred winged horses, he cannot complain if 
the con ditions partake of the slight eccentricity of the gift. he must not 
look a winged horse in the mouth. and it seemed to me that existence 
was itself so very eccentric a legacy that i could not complain of not 
understanding the limita tions of the vision when i did not understand 
the vision they limited.

- G.K.Chesterton, orthodoxy, The Bodley head, London, 1908, p.86

Ooops!!! In our July issue of Annals the 
‘Labor crisis’ on page 15 ¶ 6 should 

have read ‘Libor crisis’.  ‘Libor’ is an 
international mechanism for moving money 

at agreed rates — not a political party.
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mEDIA mATTERS
By JAmes murrAy

Vice bites Age

Score a palpable hit for Australian Catholic 
University vice-chancellor, Greg Craven; he used 
his column (The Australian, August 20) to dismiss 
as ‘cheesy levity’ a story in The Age about a bogus 
Catholic Mass. He added that when Melbourne’s 
Archbishop Denis Hart wrote a protest letter to 
the editor, it was binned. After the archbishop 
published the letter and its rejection on a website, 
The Age maintained its silence. 

Like most print publications, The Age suffers 
from chronic, falling circulation; this hones 
Craven’s description of ‘the sheer commercial 
dumbness of an episode that could only horrify at 
least one million potential readers…’ 

He might have added that the late wit, 
Christopher Hitchens, always made it clear where 
he was coming from: the belief in disbelief known 
as atheism. The by-line on The Age story was 
Barney Swartz; he gave no indication where he 
was coming from.

Nineteen-eighty now 

George Orwell’s premonitory novel, Nineteen 
Eighty Four, asks: ‘Don’t you see that the whole 
aim of Newspeak is to narrow the range of 
thought? In the end we shall make thoughtcrime 
literally impossible because there will be no words 
in which to express it.’

Orwell did not envisage a time when sentiment 
would seek to alter the meaning of the word 
marriage to encompass same-sex unions. 

The Tasmania and New Zealand governments 
are the latest to join the push for this ‘progressive’ 
change. Progressive to where? Orwell’s dystopian 
polity? There Newspeak indoctrination by the 
Ministry of Truth results in ‘double think’ which 
means, he wrote, ‘the power of holding two 
contradictory beliefs in one’s mind simultaneously 
and accepting both of them.’ 

Orwell spent time working for the BBC; 
accordingly it has historical rights on propagating 
‘double think’. Not that the BBC’s Australian and 
New Zealand offshoots should hesitate on the 
topic. How about a chat-show called, ‘Anyone for 
Double Think?’

Ariel Julia 

Closer and closer the Prime Minister Julia 
Gillard gets to the point of no return at which 
the Labor caucus must fly with her to next 
year’s election. Undoubtedly the caucus will be 
influenced by her bravura during her snap press 
conference in Canberra about her former job at 
Slater & Gordon. 

There in 1995, without opening a formal 
file, she worked on what was ostensibly a 
‘reform’ initiative by Australian Workers Union 
representative Bruce Wilson (variously described 
as her boyfriend, partner or lover). 

The ‘reform’ initiative, it transpired, was the 
means to transfer substantial sums into what 
Gillard later described as a ‘re-election slush fund’ 
but which covertly was Wilson’s instrument for 
real estate acquisition.   

Mix in a stereotypical, ethnic renovations 
crew at Chez Gillard and you have complications 
beyond the ABC comedy about her private life. 
But don’t laugh, this is serious. Only in extremity 
do lawyers reach for other lawyers. And Slater 
and Gordon, the world’s only exchange-listed law 
firm, has. Little wonder a hack confused ‘slush’ for 
‘trust,’ triggering the snap conference. (Give that 
person a bonus for inadvertent brilliance).

Essentially the conference was a plea in 
mitigation; she won points by chiding a hack who 
queried the extent of her naivete at age 29. But 
her argument that the allegations were old went 
unrebutted: the 17-year period is well inside 
the 25-year statute of limitations under which 
as a lawyer she could prosecute a case and the 
allegations. Moreover the allegations were raised 
in Federal Parliament earlier this year by her 
former Attorney General Robert McLelland. 

The working truth is that open press 
conferences, however seemingly exhaustive, favour 
the interviewee whether he or she is a rock-‘n’-
roller, a movie star or a Prime Minister.

One-on-one interviews are less easily managed 
(ask Opposition Leader Tony Abbott).   The 
riskiest one-on-one encounter (template for 
media interviews) occurs in a courtroom witness 
box. It would be a stringent test of the separation 
of powers but a Victorian police prosecution of 
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Wilson is possible given that his associate Ralph 
Blewitt has talked indemnity from prosecution if 
he testifies.

Gillard’s conference made it clear that she 
is across relevant material and would be a 
valuable witness. Would the need arise for her to 
stand down during a court case? Probably not. 
Nonetheless a flight-plan B would be prudent. 
No, not one relying on former PM, Kevin Rudd, 
returning to the controls. The caucus might decide 
that in the event of a stand-down, Wayne Swan 
should be Gillard’s replacement. He is, after all, 
her deputy; flight-plan B would both thwart 
Rudd and create a protocol in line with American 
precedent on vice-presidential succession.  

Whoever leads Labor at the next election, 
the bloodless entrails we call opinion polls 
suggest that it will be to a catastrophic defeat. 
But to paraphrase another former Labor PM, 
Paul Keating, it is a catastrophe the ALP has to 
have; it will give the party time to rebuild from 
its foundations upwards, a rebuild that should 
include the possibility that separation of Labor 
party and trade union power might be of mutual 
benefit.   

Scoop dee-do

Super hack (sorry, National Chief 
Correspondent) Hedley Thomas deserves more 
than the disparagement he got from some for his 
coverage of matters at Slater & Gordon. Not that 
Thomas took the disparagement supinely. 

His counter-attack (The Australian, August 
25-26) was startling. Possibly only the News 
Organisation’s Rupert Murdoch in full twitter 
mode could have been so frank. 

The Thomas critique homed on the Gillard’s 
press conference. Given the allocation of space 
(almost half a page), it would seem that his 
editor-in-chief, Chris Mitchell, shares his ire. The 
modus operandi of parliamentary reporters not 
only in Canberra but in Auckland, Westminster, 
Washington and Tokyo tends to the risk that 
duration of posting may result in group think: 
covered that, no point in digging further.   

The posting risk is shared by diplomats which 
is why they are treated like roasting chooks and 
regularly rotated. Admittedly similar rotation 
of reporters would have to balance the loss of 
cultivated contacts against the potential of a fresh 
eye. 

Hedley Thomas is such an eye. Obviously he 
read the relevant cuttings but he fossicked beyond 
them and got primary documentation. Rivals 
reacted on the adage: if you can’t top it, knock it. 
The ABC’s Media Watch anchor Jonathan Holmes 

was a notable exception; he saw the Thomas copy 
for what it truly was: a copper-bottomed scoop of 
a story old enough to be new.   

Planetary portent 

Ominous describes the alignment of the Slater 
& Gordon coverage with the PM Gillard and 
her Communications Minister, Senator Stephen 
Conroy’s consideration of media regulation in 
the twin headlight of the Finkelstein and the 
Convergence reviews. 

Published commentary (or wishful thinking) 
has suggested that Gillard and Conroy favour 
strengthening the current regulatory model as 
against the government funded, lawyer-crewed 
Finkelstein option. 

Here the temptation to use the adjective 
Draconian must be resisted; Finkelstein is 
relatively benign; Draco, the 7th century Athenian 
law giver, was not; almost every violation of his 
laws was a capital offence.    

Perish the thought of an old printery guillotine, 
set up on the slopes of Parliament House 
Canberra for use against offending hacks. Or, as 
a result of the Leveson inquiry final report and 
the wider still and wider hacking scandal, a similar 
apparatus being set up on Ludgate Hill, a short 
stagger from Fleet Street and the fabled oasis El 
Vino (only the drink-impaired, forgetful of its 
signage, call it El Vino’s). 

Okay fanciful. But early, verboten pressure 
by Gillard’s team did result in two hacks, Glenn 
Milne and Michael Smith, being cut off from 
gainful employment.   

Lifeboat time

Veterans of Fairfax Media pack up their 
superannuation kitbags to sail away on the 
lifeboat Redundancy. But a silver lining illumines 
the storm clouds above the flagships, The Age, The 
Sydney Morning Herald and The Financial Review.

The silver lining is not Gina Rinehart (whose 
name your correspondent keeps repeating because 
in a first mention he misspelt it Rhinehart). 
The silver lining is Lazard, the investment firm 
who, as Rinehart teasingly reduced her Fairfax 
shareholding, took a strategic position.

The Lazard ethos is profit inspired. This could 
mean a break-up of Fairfax – the best outcome 
for stakeholders including those who believe in 
wide ownership of newspapers, still the agenda 
setters of democracy. Such a break-up could 
restore the independence of The Age which, as 
previously noted, has the strongest potential, 
print or electronic, to compete nationally with The 
Australian. 
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Incidentally, it has been largely forgotten that 
the initial restriction of local newspaper ownership 
came not from Rupert Murdoch but from Fairfax. 
Its 1960s ‘partnership’ with the David Syme 
company and its flagship The Age was ostensibly 
altruistic; in reality it was designed to protect the 
Fairfax domain by spoiling Herald &Weekly Times 
plans for a Syme take-over; only in the 1980s did 
Murdoch, Labor-government enabled, acquire the 
H &WT. All these manoeuvres were market driven, 
of course, but another sign that market forces are 
not always synonymous with the public interest.

Might a break-up of the Fairfax domain lead to 
a break-up of the Murdoch domain? Not directly. 
Nothing, however, is more certain than death 
and taxes and only the latter may temporarily be 
avoided or even evaded.  

Bloody oath 

Forty-five ‘insider’ casualties in Afghanistan, 
the most recent, three Australian soldiers. In 
the aftermath, cultural sensitivity was frequently 
mentioned and in this context Afghanistan’s 
President Hamid Karzai reportedly criticised 
Australian personnel for what he implied was a 
unilateral counter action.  

Recently your correspondent chatted to a 
former member of an Australian university 
regiment who recalled swearing a loyalty oath 
on the Bible; other recruits affirmed. Presumably 
thought has been given to having Afghan National 
Army recruits swear an oath of loyalty on the 
Koran which would include not killing instructors 
doing their duty by teaching them how best to 
preserve their lives in harm’s way.

Or would this offend against cultural 
sensitivity? Which is not to say cultural sensitivity 
is one-way. Chaplains were pictured in attendance 
as the three casualties and two other comrades 
were slow-marched on their way home. There 
was a piper, too. Reports did not say what tune 
he played. Perhaps it was The Floo’ers o’ the Forest, 
inspired by Flodden, Scotland’s greatest defeat 
which also inspired Walter Scott’s lines: ‘The 
stubborn spearmen still made good their dark 
impenetrable wood/ Each stepping where his 
brother stood the moment that he fell.’ 

No connection? Flodden was undertaken 
by the Scots to aid a great and powerful ally, 
France, against a common foe, England. Australia 
has similarly engaged itself in aid of the United 
States against a foe whose intent is Islamist 
totalitarianism.  

Beyond the analogy lies the fate of Afghan 
women and their daughters if that totalitarianism 
prevails.    

Spin cut 

The Razor Gang whose members are less 
identifiable than the Kelly Gang or the James 
Gang are already slashing government grants to 
offset a predicted, budgetary shortfall. No so far 
targeted is the $150 million spent on ministerial 
spin doctoring. Admittedly psychological trauma 
may be involved since ministers have become 
co-dependent on their nannies (read spinners).

Yet well within living memory general reporters 
could approach ministers directly. Credit for 
revealing the spin-doctoring budget goes to 
Nicola Berkovic (The Australian, August 13). In 
yet another revelation, Annabel Hepworth (The 
Australian, August 10) revealed that the Future 
Fund, fortress of probity, uses tax havens in its 
worldwide financial dealings. Both reports were 
tagged EXCLUSIVE in red ink.

Red for irony? News Corporation has been 
criticised for using tax-havens. Nor is it laggard in 
employing ex-spinners, thus creating a career cycle 
where bias, if not conflict of interest, is a hazard to 
democracy. 

Bad yolk

The linkage of what was Australia’s carbon tax 
to the European carbon certificate-trading scheme 
means that The Market not The Science will be 
crucial. Science has had its triumphs. The Market? 
Its disasters range from the 18th century South 
Sea Bubble to the 21st century Global Financial 
Crisis.

So The Science may be right. But what if The 
Market does go bung, and with it carbon trading 
instruments, when the Australian resources boom 
ends creating further financial havoc?   

Faithful doubt

Doubt is in the air and too many take this as 
the death of faith. Yet the Spanish philosopher 
Miguel de Unamuno (1864-1936) wrote: ‘Life 
is doubt, and faith without doubt is nothing but 
death.’ Original? Not totally. St Anselm (1033-
1109) put it more succinctly when he said: ‘Doubt 
is the shield of faith.’ And that shield has always 
included protection against doubt that is scandal-
engendered.

© Austral-Media Pty Ltd 2012.
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In a field that is almost exclusively the domain of men,  
perhaps the earliest composer of them all turns out to be a woman.

h ILDEg ARD o F BINg EN
by Grant McDuling

VERY NOW and then, 
history throws up a 
giant of a person who 
just can’t be ignored. 
Take Bach, Mozart or 
Beethoven for example. 
Then there is a whole 

raft of other ‘lesser’ musical genuises 
like Chopin, Reis or Hummel. I could, of 
course, go on and on, but I think you get 
my point . 

While reflecting on this recently, I 
began to think about our wonderfully 
rich musical heritage and the amazingly 
long list of geniuses we have been 
blessed with through the centuries. 
While scouring through my reference 
books in search of the earliest known 
composer, I stumbled upon something 
quite remarkable and it is this: in a field 
that is almost exclusively the domain 
of men, perhaps the earliest of them all 
turns out to be a woman.

And what a woman at that.

Her name was Hildegard von Bingen. 
Intrigued, I decided to dig around a 
little deeper and started by consulting 
that most ubiquitous of reference 
sources, Wikipedia. I came across a list of 
classical music composers by era, clicked 
on ‘Medieval Era’ and sure enough, the 
very first entry (the earliest on the date 
scale) was Hildegard von Bingen.1

It turns out that it was only really 
in the late 20th Century that musical 
researchers began uncovering long 
lost masterpieces dating back to the 
Renaissance period and then earlier to 
Medieval times. Back then music was 
largely the preserve of the Church and, 
just as was the case with early literature, 
it was the monastaries that ensured its 
survival.

The early musical manuscripts that 
survived were mostly intended for 
sacred use. Most of them left no clues 

as to the indentity of their composers. 
However, some that could be traced 
back to the newly-built Notre-Dame 
Cathedral in Paris were the work of two 
French musicians named Léonin and 
Pérotin. We are talking 12th and early 
13th Century here.

Delving even further back in time 
researchers came across the work 
of a German nun named Hildegard, 
and she is currently thought to be the 
earliest known composer. And what is so 
exciting about her is not only the large 
amount of musical work she left behind 
(seventy or eighty pieces), but the fact 
that she was prolific during a time when 
much of what she did was largely in 
areas traditionally preserved for men.

So what do we know  
about Hildegard?

In her book Classical Composers2, 
Wendy Thompson says Hildegard, who 
was born in 1098, was ‘born into a noble 

German family. As the tenth child she 
was considered a tithe and therefore 
due to the church, and was dedicated to 
religious service’. 

She entered the Benedictine 
monastery of Disibodenberg, and placed 
under the care of a nun named Jutta 
when just eight years old. During her 
years there, Jutta taught her to read and 
write and to play a stringed instrument 
called a psaltery. She also mastered basic 
music notation.

When Jutta died in 1136, the nuns at 
the monastery elected Hildegard as the 
next ‘magistra’. In 1150 she established 
a second monastery at Rupertsberg 
with a group of around twenty nuns. I 
get the impression this move must have 
been much like opening the floodgates 
and setting her spirit free because within 
fifteen years, as more women joined, she 
needed larger premises and bought the 
Augustine double monastery at Eibingen.

Interestingly, this monastery, which 
became known as the Benedictine Abbey 

CatholiC Culture

Saint Hildegard — Benedictine Abbess, composer, mystic, philosopher, visionary and polymath.
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of St Hildegard, has had an interesting 
history through the centuries. It was 
eventually dissolved during the early 
19th Century, only to be re-established 
when it was rebuilt in 1900 (with a 
brief interruption when the nuns were 
expelled by the Nazis) and is today a 
a feature of the Upper Middle Rhine 
Valley World Heritage Site. Many visitors 
say you can hear the nuns singing as 
they go about their daily tasks; music 
obviously lives on there. According to 
their web site, the Abbey today is a 
Benedictine community of fifty-five nuns 
– the youngest being twenty-five and the 
oldest ninety-four.3

Hildegard started having visions when 
she was just three and these continued 
all her life. In 1141 she was told by 
God to ‘write down what you see and 
hear’.4 She soon gained a reputation as 
something of a visionary and all types 
of people, from Popes to Emperors and 
from rich people to poor, sought her 
advice. 

Especially during the late Middle 
Aged, mystics and visionaries were 
important in the religious life of the 
average person and many remarkable 
visionaries sprang up all over the Low 
Countries and the Rhinelands5. The 
tradition of Christian mysticism can be 
traced all the way back to St John the 
Devine, whose visions make up the Book 
of the Apocalypse in the Bible. Perhaps 
the most famous of all mystics was 
St Francis of Assisi, who was the first 
recorded person to bear the stigmata. 
Unfortunately, very few mystics left any 
record of their visions; this is what makes 
the works of Hildegard so exceptional.6 

Hildegard wrote three books based 
on her visions; the final one she only 
completed at the age of seventy-five. Her 
first major theological work, the Scrivias, 
was written in Latin prose during the 
1140s and received Papal approval. It 
details the contents of her visions and 
revelations in twenty-six allegorical and 
symbolic sections. Her other writings 
include poems, hymns, medical works, 
commentaries on the Gospels and the 
Rule of St Benedict.7 

In his fascinating book, The Medieval 
World: Europe 1100-1350, Freidrich Heer 
reminds us that ‘it is evident that the 
Church had not succeeded in giving full 
scope to the religious energies of women. 
Hildegard … had already appreciated 
the seriousness of the situation. She held 

that the decadence of the Church and 
society was chiefly caused by masculine 
weakness: women must therefore act 
where men had failed; this was the 
tempus muliebre, the era of women’.8 He 
also reminds us that Hildegard had many 
masculine traits to her character and for 
a long time yet, the life of the female 
religious would continue to be ordered 
along the lines laid down for men.

This brings us back to the original 
theme of this article: Hildegard’s musical 
legacy. In her book Classical Composers, 
Wendy Thompson says that unlike 
much music of the period, Hildegard’s 
melodies are not drawn from monastic 
plainsong but are strikingly original 
and sometimes highly complex and 
decorative.9 

Much of her musical output still exists 
today. The ones I particularly like are 
the hauntingly beautiful Kyrie Eleison, 
all eight minutes and five seconds of it 
as sung by Uta Karen Mempel10, and Ave 
Generosa11.

Hildegard died in 1179 aged 
eighty-one. At the time many miracles 
were attributed to her and repeated 
attempts to start the long process of 
canonisation during the 13th and 14th 
Centuries came to nothing. All this is 
about to change.

Hildegard, who already had the 
distinction of being the first person 
recognised by the Church as a 
prophetess, looks finally set to receive 
the recognition she deserves. On May 
10, 2012 Pope Benedict XVI extended 
the liturgical cult of St Hildegard to the 
universal church. On October 7, 2012 
she is due to become the 35th Doctor of 
the Church, a very rare honour indeed 
especially seeing she was never formally 
canonised.

It is fitting that Hildegard, who 
entered religious life in a Benedictine 
monastery, is finally being honoured by 
a Pope who is named Benedict.

GrAnt mcdulinG is a Brisbane-based author of many 
popular books. He has been writing since 1978. 
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Young script-writers of today know little of the historical realities  
of over forty years ago, of how people really thought in those times,  

what beliefs occupied them, and how Faith sustained them.  

Th E REAL my STERy  AT AIDENSFIELD
By Tony Evans

E W  T E L E V I S I O N 
viewers, and especially 
those addicted to series 
set in rural Britain, will 
be unfamiliar with the 
popular long-running 
drama Heartbeat, based on 

1960s village life in north Yorkshire 
moors.

First aired in Britain in April 1992, 
Heartbeat has commanded a loyal 
audience of several million viewers, not 
only in Britain but in other English-
speaking countries including Australia. 
The whole series comprising three 
hundred and seventeen episodes in 
all, was shown first on ABC and is 
now running several times a week on 
Channel 72. 

Each episode is self-sufficient 
although the main characters and 
the locations remain much the same. 
Action is usually centred in the village 
of ‘Aidensfield’ and the surrounding 
moors, together with the neighbouring 
small town of ‘Ashfordly’ where the 
police station for the area is located.  
The real-life places have been identified 
as Grosmount and Goatland about six 
miles inland from Whitby on the coast. 

Heartbeat prides itself in recreating 
the life and atmosphere of rural 
Yorkshire in the early 1960s. Great 
attention is paid to detail – no mobile 
phones or computers for example. The 
popular music, the house furnishings, 
the clothing, the telephones, the police 
cars and the motor bikes, are all of 
the early 1960s era. But even more 
than material things, the conversations 
and the concerns of the local people, 
and the crimes which in each episode 
occupy the local police, are all relatively 
uncomplicated – certainly by today’s 
standards. 

The drug culture which dominates 
crime today does not figure in the 

plots; common sense and community 
rectitude always triumphs in the 
end and the episodes conclude with 
smiles and, more often than not, with 
a round of drinks for everyone at the 
Aidensfield Arms. 

The two main centres of activity 
in Heartbeat are the local pub, the 
Aidensfield Arms, and the Police Station. 
This is essentially a ‘crime’ series – 
albeit a gentle one — whereby in each 
episode the police are faced with a 
mystery – perhaps poaching, trespass, 
theft, or cattle rustling, or occasionally a 
suspicious death. 

Running parallel with the 
plodding police work that relies on 
local knowledge and intuition, are 
life’s little dramas which beset the 
villagers and local farmers so that the 
plotting becomes formulaic in the soap 
opera tradition.  The affect is cosy, 
undemanding, moral, and pleasant to 
look at. Good triumphs and baddies go 
to gaol.

So what then is the real mystery at 
Aidensfield?  Are not all the mysteries 
solved by the end of the episodes? Well, 
not entirely.  

The characters and locations in 
Heartbeat which are established and 
repeated in all episodes, become so 
familiar that the viewer can picture and 
even lose himself in the authentic life 
of the district. Those centres of activity 
— the pub, the grumpy but popular 

landlord, and the regulars, the police 
station, the local garage and the taxi 
service – purport to show accurately 
rural Yorkshire life of a certain era, and 
anyone who has personal experience of 
that part of the world in the 1960s will 
admit that the producers do a pretty 
good job. 

But the real mystery is that there is no 
Church. There is a pub, a police station, 
a garage, shops, the squire’s manor, 
but there is no church. Nobody in the 
village seems to have any allegiance 
to any church or makes reference to 
it. Why isn’t old Constable Ventriss 
(retired in later episodes) a Methodist? 
(Methodists were strongly represented 
in that part of the country), or why 
isn’t one of the policemen a Baptist, or 
the passive, disciplinarian Sergeant, a 
Catholic? 

There is never a vicar, minister or a 
priest in sight, and neither is a village 
church or chapel glimpsed in the 
otherwise accurate settings. Where is the 
village Anglican church? – never mind a 
Catholic Chapel. 

The old pre-Reformation church 
has always been as much a landmark in 
English villages as the local pub. This 
absence of the church in a series which 
depicts life in those times is illogical in 
terms of that era.  The great decline in 
church attendance which we experience 
today had not made its impact in the 
early 1960s. Church going of whatever 
denomination – though hardly one 
hundred percent — would at least have 
been widespread.  

The clergy in the district of whatever 
denomination would have been familiar 
characters in the villages, important, and 
often involved in family dramas, often 
consulted in difficult disputes, and 
inevitably lampooned in others. One or 
other of them would have been seen in 
the Aidensfield Arms from time to time. 

missing the ChurCh for the puB
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Rating Catholics alone, there 
were listed for that time 249 priests 
working in the sparse diocese 
(Middlesborough), and 137 Catholic 
churches or chapels open to the public; 
and the estimated Catholic population 
was 88,148. The number of Anglicans 
together with other denominations 
would necessarily have been higher.

Make no mistake, I am not arguing 
that the episodes of Heartbeat should 
go out of their way to involve clergy 
and the churches, or make religious 
instruction, propaganda or sectarian 
loyalties out of their secular, exciting 
plots.  

My point is that if the producers 
really wanted to succeed in recreating 
an accurate picture of those times, 
the church and sundry clergy should, 
on occasions, play a minor part in the 
story, rather than always being glaringly 
absent. 

In the early 1960s religion still 
mattered in the general life of rural 
communities. This is, after all, the 
diocese of Ampleforth, of Rievaulx, of 
York Minster and Bolton Abbey and 
many Catholic places of pilgrimage.

Regrettably, the truth is that the 
young script-writers of today know 
little of the historical realities of over 
forty years ago, of how people really 
thought in those times, what beliefs 
occupied them, and how Faith sustained 
them. The era they write about is prior 
to their own lives and experience, 
and they have little historical sense 
beyond getting the cars, music and the 
telephones accurate.  

To them it is inconceivable that 
religion at that time might be relevant 
and therefore does not impinges on 
their consciousness. Depicting the real 
life of the village and its inhabitants in 
any meaningful sense in those times 
would be beyond their capability. 

Heartbeat remains mysteriously 
inaccurate in that one important 
element, A pleasant if formulaic soapie 
— no more nor less than that. 

tony evAns was a producer with the ABC for 
many years and is now a freeelance writer living 
in Western Australia. He has published three 
historical biographies, the latest being the very 
popular C.Y.O’Connor, His Life and Legacy, published 
by UWA Press. Evans founded the G.K.Chesterton 
Society in W.A. Recently it became the national 
Australian Chesterton Society. He has just completed 
a biography of William Wardell. 

Please assist us by introducing Annals to relatives and friends. 
We need your support and we need new subscribers. 

Annals has the answer! Try it.

DONATIONS RECEIVED
FROM 28/12/11 — 04/01/12
Our sincerest thanks to the many subscribers to  

Annals Australia, who very generously send a small donation 
along with their annual renewal – this assists in defraying the 

heavy costs incurred in producing our magazine.

– Editor, Annals
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moviesBarrymore

Is a film version of Christopher 
Plummer’s solo 1997 Broadway 
performance inspired by the life 
and Hollywood wild times of John 
Barrymore, scion of the great Irish-
American acting family whose sister 
Ethel was courted by Winston Churchill.  

Director Erik Canuel works from 
William Luce’s play of the same title, 
framed in the ingenious conceit that 
Barrymore has rented a old theatre to 
rehearse before an audition to raise 
funds for a repeat of his 1920 Broadway 
triumph in Richard III.

Fifteen years after the Broadway 
premiere, Plummer reprised his 
performance for high-definition cameras 
at Toronto’s Elgin Theatre in his native 
Canada. 

And what a master-class performance 
it is; as if inspired by Barrymore’s 
flawed greatness, Plummer delivers 
a career self-coronation. Prompted by 
the offstage Frank (John Plumpis), he 
interweaves anecdotes and bawdy jokes 
with heroic snatches of Shakespeare.

At the heart of the play, Plummer 
segues to another Catholic poet, Francis 
Thompson, and the lines from The 
Hound of Heaven: ‘I fled Him down the 
arches of the years/I fled Him down 
labyrinthine ways of my mind and in 
the mist of tears/I hid from Him…’ 

Here Plummer weeps, embodying 
Barrymore, also a Catholic, making his 
act of contrition. The action is set in 
1942, the year Barrymore died (while 
being interviewed on radio by Rudy 
Vallee).

The movie has only a restricted 
release. But it is worth searching out 
either at a cinema or on DVD. 

MHHHHHNFFV

The Giants 
(Les Geants)

Brothers Zak and Seth find 
themselves in idyllic woodland and 
living in their family summer holiday 
home. They are also stone, motherless 
broke because once again their mother 
has abandoned them to her parental 
surrogate: a mobile phone. 

They are befriended by a tougher 
teenager Dany whose brother Angel 
beats him. As played by Zacharie 
Chasseriaud, Martin Nissen and 
Paul Bartel, the trio evince the 

adolescent tension between individual, 
mischievous anarchy and the instinct for 
social order. 

Writer/director Bouli Lanners’s 
storyline is reminiscent of Tom Sawyer 
and Huckleberry Finn but with touches 
of Lord of the Flies. His originality lies in 
the way he shows that parental neglect 
may not be a matter of poverty. He 
emphasises this by showing that the 
only person who cares for the boys is 
already the loving mother of a Downs 
Syndrome child. 

The river on which the boys row 
an old boat becomes a symbol both 
of independence and the hazards of 
freedom.

MHHHHNFFV

Kath & Kimderella

They’re back: Jane Turner and Gina 
Riley as Kath and Kim. As the title 
indicates their movie has a pantomime 
element and its comedy, directed by 
Fred Emery, is never mind the quality 
feel the width: very broad. Add slapstick 
and slapdash, the latter because they 
do not seem to realise that episodes 
that are funny enough between TV 
commercials are not so funny in a 
feature movie. Barry Humphreys 
makes a cameo appearance as his alter 
ego Dame Edna Everage. Appropriate. 
Dame Edna is Kath and Kim’s mother; 
her comedic DNA is in their suburban 
caricatures despite their upmarket move 
from Moonee Ponds to Fountain Lakes. 

Magda Szubanski returns as Kim’s 
second best friend, Sharon — an icky 
role Szubanski should abandon to 
play Mrs Quickly or Doll Tearsheet 
in Shakespeare’s The Merrie Wives of 
Windsor. Glenn Robbins and Peter 
Rowsthorn do their bits as the Kath 
and Kim spouses, Rob Stitch, aided by 
a baroque wig, steals the movie as the 
monarch of an Italian mini-state who 
courts Kath. 

The movie does, however, have one 
exemplary aspect: the main opening 
credit is Riley-Turner Productions, not 
Screen Australia; this should be the 
style for all local productions. 

TBAHHNFFV. 

Madagascar 3

Also back is the wild bunch of 
animals, Alex the Lion, Marty the 
Zebra, Melman the Giraffe and Gloria 
the Hippo, who escaped from the 
Central Park Zoo, New York. Their new 
adventures take them to Europe under 
the direction of Eric Darnell who works 
from a script by Noah Baumbach which 
has the wild bunch join a circus to get 
back to New York. 

In a splendid voice cast, which 
includes Ben Stiller, Chris Rock, Jada 
Pinkett Smith, David Schwimmer 
and Sacha Baron Cohen, Frances 
McDormand dominates as a French 
flic who looks remarkably like Helena 
Bonham Carter and rallies her weary 
pursuit squad by singing, Je ne regrette 
rien. 

All this in 3D so vivid that Cirque du 
Soleil may turn green with envy.   

GHHHHSFFV

To Rome with Love

From his early start in his native New 
York, writer/director Woody Allen has 
moved to London, Barcelona and Paris. 
Now it is Rome’s turn. 

But as always Allen contrives to play 
off metropolitan clichés and produce a 
postcard that is more tu’pence coloured 
than penny plain. In self-portrait mode, 
he casts himself as Jerry, a retired opera 
impresario. Judy Davis plays Jerry’s wife, 
Phyllis. While this is not exactly on a 
par with ‘Garbo speaks’, it does serve to 
show the range of the Davis talent as she 
steals scenes from her director co-star.

Jerry and Phyllis are in Rome to meet 
their daughter Hayley (Alison Pill) and 
her fiancé Michelangelo (Flavio Parenti). 
Romeo and Juliet variation? Allen is 
too canny to serve the expected dish. 
His plot twist involves Michelangelo’s 
father Giancarlo (renowned tenor Fabio 
Armiliato); he impresses Jerry so much 
that when he hears him singing in the 
shower he decides to take him out of the 
funeral business and make him an opera 
star.

To reveal his method would be 
to spoil a marvellous visual gag. In a 
subplot Roberto Benigni comes on as 
Leopoldo Pisanello, a clerk, suddenly 
elevated to being famous for being 
famous.

Alec Baldwin provides a mordant 
alter ego for Jesse Eisenberg playing 

By James Murray
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Jack, a young architect caught between 
two women, Sally (Greta Gerwig) and 
Monica (Ellen Page). 

Even when Penelope Cruz scintillates 
into the plot as a flamboyant doxy, it 
is Page, satirising players with high 
aspirations and an eye for the main 
chance, who runs away with the movie. 

Allen allows himself a private joke. 
He has Monica rhapsodise about playing 
Miss Julie, possibly Judy Davis’s greatest 
stage performance.

The temptation to compare the Italian 
elements of the Allen and the Riley-
Turner comedies is resisted. But all 
makers of romantic-comedies should see 
the Allen work, yet another example of 
his skill in making glamorous locations 
serve as background to the plot.

MHHHHNFFV

Monsieur Lazhar 

Writer/director Philippe Falardeau 
opens with a shock scene that 
resonates throughout the movie as 
Monsieur Lazhar charms his way into 
a replacement job at a Canadian school. 

The Algerian actor Mohamed Said 
Fellag plays Monsieur Lazhar with such 
meticulous yet formidable gentleness 
that he joins the pantheon of great 
actors including Robert Donat, Michael 
Redgrave and Peter O’Toole who have 
played school teachers.

His professionalism is enhanced by 
the naturalness of child actors, Emilien 
Neron and Sophie Nelisse, who play 
Simon and Sophie two of his students, 
each troubled. Falardeau’s script was 
adapted from the one-man stage 
play Bashir Lazhar by Evelyne de la 
Chenelier.

Both work on the irony that it is 
Lazhar, the outsider, who merges 
traditional western educational 
discipline with modern practice which 
forbids physical closeness between 
pupil and teacher.  

MHHHHNFFV

The Bourne Legacy

The writer of previous Bourne 
thrillers, Tony Gilroy takes over as 
writer-director of this one. Jason 
Bourne (Matt Damon) is gone, replaced 
by Aaron Cross (Jeremy Renner), a  
warrior boosted with a secret potion 
which Marta (Rachel Weisz) helped 
to concoct, before running into 
Cross, result of their being on the run 

(apologies for tautology, the movie’s 
style is catching). 

In other words, the result of the 
changes to the basic Bourne is not 
completely satisfying. Too many 
sequences are like best bits from 
trailers. Such spine as the movie has 
is created neither by Renner nor 
Weisz but by Ed Norton playing a CIA 
chieftain with eyes like gun sights.  

MHHHNFFV

I Wish 

Director Hirokazu Kore-eda 
introduces Koichi and Ryunosuke, two 
brothers, who keep in touch with each 
other although living in separate homes 
as the result of the break up of their 
parents marriage.

Real life brothers Koki Maeda 
and Ohshiro Maeda bring a wistful 
power to the attempts of the Koichi 
and Ryunosuke to bring their parents 
together again. Eventually the wish 
depends on the miracle that will occur 
if they wish as two bullet trains pass 
each other,

During their wishful attempts 
they are sustained by the strength of 
traditional, extended family structures. 
The movie’s other value is the way it 
shows ordinary Japanese living a small 
town life far from the bright lights of 
Tokyo’s Ginsa. 

And the miracle? The miracle is life 
itself.

PGHHHSFFV

Arbitrage 

High finance is a misnomer for a 
system which of its nature involves 
a quantum of smooth, below-table 

dealing if not outrageous skulduggery. 
It is to writer/director Nicholas 
Jarecki’s credit that he captures 
something of this contradiction in his 
debut thriller.  

His casting of Richard Gere, with his 
innate gift for ambivalence, sharpens 
the plot. He comes on as hedge funder 
Robert Miller who has it all: mansion, 
beautiful wife Ellen (Susan Sarandon) 
and successor daughter Brooke (Brit 
Marling) plus a mistress, art-dealer Julie 
Cote (Laetitia Casta).

Deep into a ploy to offload his 
hedge fund before its weaknesses 
are discovered, Miller is involved in a 
sudden-death accident. He seeks the aid 
of Jimmy Grant (Nate Parker), someone 
he has helped in the past. 

True Brit Tim Roth goes NYPD blue 
in his portrayal of detective Michael 
Bryer who is determined to nail Miller, 
even if the nails are bent. Possibly 
Jarecki, whose parents worked in 
finance, felt a need to cook his script 
so that everyone was bad in a naughty 
system.   

MHHHNFFV.

Looper 

Writer/director Rian Johnson 
drops us into 2040, and a post-
apocalyptic world where time travelling 
(or looping) is a life-style choice. 
Joseph Gordon-Levitt plays a hitman 
contractecd to kill and rob such 
travellers. Efficient? You bet, although 
the travellers do land on a convenient 
plastic sheet in a deserted cornfield. 

Looper supreme Bruce Willis, back 
from the past to alter the future, proves 
too much for the hitman. His escape 
method is the most startling since some 

The Wonder of the  
Human Brain

For aLL their progress, computers are still pretty unimpressive. sure, 
they can pilot aircraft and simulate nuclear reactors. But even our best 

machines struggle with tasks that we humans find easy, like controlling limbs 
and parsing the meaning of this paragraph. it’s a little sobering, actually. The 
average human brain packs a hundred billion or so neurons – connected by 
a quadrillion (1015) constantly changing synapses – into a space the size 
of a cantaloupe. it consumes a paltry 20 watts, much less than a typical 
incandescent lightbulb. But simulating this mess of wetware with traditional 
digital circuits would require a supercomputer that’s a good 1000 times 
as powerful as the best ones we have available today. and we’d need the 
output of an entire nuclear power plant to run it.

— steve Furber, ‘To build a Brain,’ IEEE Spectrum, august 2012
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desperate hack wrote of a hero in a 
tight spot, ‘With one bound he was free.’ 

Jeff Daniels plays a hairy mobster 
armed with a long-barelled Colt .45 
so that he looks like the wrong end of 
Gillette advert crossed with Gunfight at 
he OK Corral. Emily Blunt comes on as 
prairie woman who can swing a mean 
axe. Fear not, she concentrates on a tree 
stump. Does the Looper alter he future? 
Unclear. But Rian Johnson’s sci-fi 
hokum is so violent it may halt popcorn 
on the way to gaping mouths.

MA15+HHHNFFV

Dredd 

Director Pete Travis takes us into a 
dark, anarchic future where the vestigial 
rule of law in Mega City is administered 
by Street Judges, empowered to 
sentence offenders immediately and — if 
necessary — execute them.

The toughest of the tough is Dredd 
played by Karl Urban who manages to 
out-act his costume, a suit of carbon-
fibre armour while taking on a rookie 
partner Cassandra (Olivia Thirlby). 
She has been assigned to assist him in 
cleaning out a 200-floor slum, Peach 
Trees, run by Ma-Ma (Lena Heady), an 
omniscient matriarch and her clan who 
control Mega City’s Slo-Mo drug traffic.

When Cassandra arrests Kay (Wood 
Harris) a clan member, Ma-Ma reacts 
by locking down the building. Will 
Cassandra and Dredd make their escape 
with their prisoner? The answer as 
always is fire power. No saying bang-
bang for Dredd and Cassandra. They 
are armed with Mini-Guns, each with 
six Gatling-style, rotating barrels firing 
6,000 rounds a minute.

MA15+HHNFFV

On the Road

More than 50 years after Jack 
Kerouac wrote his cult novel, and 
30 years after Francis Ford Coppola 
acquired the film rights, director Walter 
(Motorcycle Diaries) Salles drives it onto 
the screen, its fuel a high-octane mix of 
nostalgic myth and magnetic acting. 

Sam Riley comes on with the 
watchful intensity of Kerouac’s literary 
alter ego, Sal Paradise. He is topped 
by Garrett Hedlund, playing Sal’s 
ex-convict, road-buddy Dean Moriarty 
(based on Kerouac’s friend Neal 
Cassady who lived with a rage to die).

Casting aside her Twilight persona, 

Kristen Stewart plays Marylou, 
Moriarty’s ex-wife and Sal’s temptation. 
All the cast imbue their roles with 
a sense of the real ‘beat generation’ 
people behind the literary characters.

Amy Adams, for example, catches 
something of Joan Vollmer, the original 
of Jane, girl friend of the gun-toting 
Old Bull Lee, the ironic name Kerouac 
gave to William S Burroughs. 

Viggo Mortensen plays Old Bull Lee 
with sardonic cool, apt to the reality 
that the Burroughs drug binges were 
financed by his calculating-machine 
inheritance. Salles resists the temptation 
to flash forward from the book, and 
film the episode in which Burroughs 
killed Vollmer while mimicking William 
Tell.   

Salles does show that it was the 
haven of Kerouac’s family, Breton and 
Catholic, that enabled him to complete 
the work. 

Visually Salles uses Marcel Proust’s 
Remembrance of Things Past as the 
inspiration of Kerouac’s work. Arguably, 
it is descended from the less genteel, 
early road narrative, The Canterbury 
Tales. 

Various descriptions have been given 
of the paper Kerouac typed on. Some 
say a roll of teleprinter paper, others 
a long roll of shelf paper, neither easy 
to acquire. Salles shows Sal/Kerouac 
sticky-taping short rolls paper together 
to form a continuous roll. Sceptics 
may still wonder whether the sticky-
taped roll might jam in the Remington 
typewriter used by Kerouac to create 

his breathless narrative. In any case, the 
method caused Truman Capote to quip: 
‘That’s not writing. That’s typewriting.’

MA15+HHHNFFV

Cosmopolis

Don DeLillo’s novel was prophetic 
of the global financial crisis and 
the violent protests it caused. He 
compressed this into a limousine 
traverse of a grid-locked Manhattan by 
a ruthless financier, Eric Packer, who 
needs fresh funds and a haircut. 

Robert Pattinson rises to the 
challenge of the role, assisted by 
Juliette Binoche and Sarah Gadon as 
the women in Eric Packer’s life, one 
wild, the other demure.

The ever-reliable Paul Giamatti is 
Eric Packer’s nemesis, Benno Levin. 
Their confrontation is left open-ended, 
a tribute perhaps to the resilience of 
capitalism. 

While he tinkered with the text, 
director David Cronenberg’s remained 
true to its spirit. He preserves DeLillo’s 
religious subtext with an out-of-focus 
shot in the barber’s shop of a statue of 
Our Lady. 

He also maintains the pace of 
Packer’s journey; there lies the 
insuperable problem of his adaptation: 
a reader controls the pace of a book, a 
movie-goer cannot control the pace of 
a film. And who wants to spend 108 
minutes watching an arthritic tortoise?

MA15+HHHNFFV. 

The Campaign 

Comedian Will Ferrell can do manic 
seriousness and plugs into as veteran 
congressman Cam Brady, set to win 
re-election in North Carolina until the 
Moesch Brothers (John Lithgow and 
Dan Ackroyd), decide to switch their 
backing to amiable loon, Marty Huggins 
(Zach Galiafianakis).

Directed by Jay Roach, the Brady-
Huggins confrontation runs the gamut 
of US electoral follies so closely that 
it takes on a mockumentary air. The 
trouble is that the democratic process is 
so deep into self-satire that comedians 
like Ferrell become ever more feral 
(ouch) in their attempts to shock, and 
for wit they substitute bleep-worthy 
Anglo-Saxon. Mercifully Jay Roach 
has kept the running time down to 85 
minutes.

 MA15+HHNFFV

Official 
Classifications key

G: for general exhibit ion; 
P G : p a r e n t a l  g u i d a n c e 
r e c o m m e n d e d  f o r 
persons under 15 years ; 
M 15+: recommended for 
mature audiences 15 years and 
over; MA 15+: restrictions apply 
to persons under the age of 15; 
R 18+: Restricted to adults,  
18 years and over.

Annals supplementary 
advice

SFFV: Suitable For Family Viewing; 
NFFV: Not For Family Viewing.
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Book revieW

Australia suffered some 30,000 dead in six years of war. The Russians would lose as 
many on a single day in a mere skirmish. In January 1945 alone, the German army 

lost as many men as the whole of the American forces for the whole war

A FRIg h TENINg  Lo o K AT WAR’S Ev IL
by Michael O’Connor

Y  F I R S T 
T H O U G H T 
on seeing this 
book was ‘not 
another book 
o n  Wo r l d 
War II — and 

seventy years after the event!’ But I 
knew the author’s excellent history of 
the Spanish Civil War and thought it 
was worth a much-reduced price at a 
Target store. It was. It’s an absorbing 
book, well written and with a truly 

global perspective.
With more than 60 million people 

killed, World War II was a massive 
human and social catastrophe. Few 
people anywhere were immune from 
its effects. The consumption of human, 
social and material capital was felt 
for many years afterwards as nations 
struggled to rebuild. Arguably those 
effects are still being felt as demoralised 
Europe and Japan in particular decline 
in population.

Recognising that the war 
effectively began with confrontation 
between Japan, China and Russia, 
Beevor emphasises its global nature. 
Throughout the book, he switches from 
Europe to Asia without losing touch 
with continuing campaigns. Unlike 
most Western histories, he devotes 
considerable attention to the war in 
China emphasising the fact that the 
Chinese Communists did very little 
fighting against the Japanese invader, 
preferring to husband their strength for 
the post-1945 civil war.

This is a valuable book for 
Australians who tend to see the war 
solely for its effects on our country. 
A few comparisons are worthwhile. 
Australia suffered some 30,000 dead in 
six years of war. The Russians would 
lose as many on a single day in a 

mere skirmish. In January 1945 alone, 
the German army lost as many men 
as the whole of the American forces 
for the whole war. Russia’s political 
police killed millions of Russians who 
surrendered or who were considered 
not to have fought effectively. The 
Germans were at least as savage against 
their own people as well as of course 
the Jewish communities of occupied 
Europe. They weren’t too keen on 
Catholic priests either, many of whom 
suffered martyrdom.

There are virtually no flag-waving 
heroics in this book. Beevor accepts that 
the war had to be fought to prevent 
the triumph of German and Japanese 

totalitarianism. But he is ever conscious 
that the Allied nation that suffered most 
was the immensely totalitarian Soviet 
Union. His clear sympathies lie with 
the civilian victims, especially Chinese 
and Russians, but also with the ordinary 
soldier who endured. 

Beevor looks closely at the 
leading Allied politicians and military 
commanders on all sides and is blunt 
— and at this distance in time, just — in 
his assessments. He is contemptuous 
of America’s president Roosevelt who 
was anxious to enter the conflict but 
having done so proceeded to do great 
damage to the Allied cause. Roosevelt’s 
overriding aim was to put an end 
to colonialism, especially that of the 
British. In the event, by dumping 
Churchill and allying himself with 
Stalin, Roosevelt effectively handed 
Eastern Europe to the Soviets and 
China to the Communists. How much 
of that was due to the strongly Left 
wing influences in the State Department 
the author simply hints at.

Stalin was utterly ruthless, knew 
what he wanted and set out to get it. 
Most of his aims he did achieve but 
was stymied partly by Churchill and 
more so by Roosevelt’s successor, Harry 
Truman and his new team. Churchill is 
admired for his leadership but not for 
his ability. He is regarded as something 
of a strategic gadfly unable usually to 
focus on sound strategy. 

China’s leader, Chiang Kai-Shek, is 
seen as ineffectual but is defended on 
the basis that China was practically 
ungovernable. The Communist leader, 
the unlovable Mao Tse-Tung, did little 
in the conflict except prepare for the 
subsequent struggle for control of 
China.

The military commanders are put 
under the author’s microscope and 

antony Beevor The Second World 
War, Weidenfeld & Nicolson, London, 

2012, 880pp, $49.99rrp
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Humanitarianism
The earLY reformers’ struggle with industrialised society illustrates 

what i believe to be the greatest civilising achievement of the nineteenth 
century, humanitarianism. We are so much accustomed to the 
humanitarian outlook that we forget how little it counted in earlier ages 
of civilisation. ask any decent person in england or america today what 
he thinks matters most in human conduct: five to one his answer will be 
‘kindness’. But kindness is not a word that would have crossed the lips 
of any of the earlier heroes of this series. if you had asked st Francis 
what mattered in life, he would, we know, have answered ‘chastity, 
obedience and poverty’; if you had asked dante or Michelangelo 
they might have answered ‘disdain of baseness and injustice’; if you 
had asked Goethe, he would have said ‘to live in the whole and the 
beautiful’.

But kindness, never. our ancestors didn’t use the word, and they 
did not greatly value the quality — except in so far as they valued 
compassion. Nowadays, i think we under-estimate the humanitarian 
achievement of the nineteenth century. We forget the horrors that were 
taken for granted in Victorian england: the hundreds of lashes inflicted 
daily on perfectly harmless men in the army and navy; the women 
chained together in threes, rumbling through the streets in open carts on 
their way to transportation.

- sir Kenneth Clarke, Civilization, 1971 ed. With thanks to roger sandall. http://www.
rogersandall.com/spiked_By-the-skin-of-our-Teeth.php

the judgements are blunt. Readers 
will decide for themselves but the 
arguments are worth a close look. 
Some of the popular heroes of the time, 
Montgomery for example, receive sharp 
criticism. America’s Admiral King and 
Generals MacArthur, Clark, Stilwell 
and Wedemeyer are shown as either 
grandstanding or driven by hostility to 
the British.

Beevor reserves his greatest disdain 
for Britain’s Air Chief Marshal Sir 
Arthur Harris, head of the RAF’s 
Bomber Command. Harris devised and 
implemented the bombing campaign 
against Germany. The British argue 
with some justice that for some years 
this was their only means of waging 
the war against Nazi Germany but the 
author clearly disdains Harris — and his 
American counterparts — for an element 
of gloating over the terror component 
of the campaign. 

In this context, his scrutiny of 
Truman’s decision to use the atomic 
bombs against Japan is careful and 
sober. In the end, he judges in favour 
of their use for hastening the end of 
the war against a suicidal Japan thus 
effectively reducing casualties on both 
sides. A comparison of the death toll 
from the nuclear attacks and those of 
the conventional bombing of Japan is 
clearly in favour of the former. He could 
have pointed out – but does not point 
out that the shock effect of the nuclear 
weapons has ensured that they have not 
been used by any country since.

Death is the constant companion 
of any reader of this excellent book. 
Beevor does not preach but no 
thoughtful reader could leave the 
book without an overwhelming sense 
of horror. Naturally he deals with 
the myriad atrocities, especially those 
committed by the Germans, Japanese 
and Russians as a matter of state policy. 

He notes that innumerable atrocities 
were carried out not only by organs 
such as the German SS and the Russian 
NKVD but also by regular combat 
forces. As a Westerner, he is clearly 
puzzled by German, Japanese and 
Russian indifference to slaughter and 
their fatalistic acceptance of suicide in 
the face of defeat.

But the atrocities were not all 
one sided. Many were committed by 
otherwise decent Allied troops from 
the US and the British Commonwealth. 

Certainly on all sides, many of these 
atrocities, especially the murder of 
prisoners, were committed under 
circumstances of intense personal 
or group stress in conditions that 
cannot adequately be described. Some 
were committed as matters of policy. 
Australian and American pilots were 
ordered to kill Japanese survivors in 
the sea in the aftermath of the Battle 
of the Bismarck Sea. And they were 
threatened with reprisal if they refused. 

One of the great benefits of the 
post-war Nuremberg war crimes trials 
was to accept the principle that a 
soldier is obliged to refuse a manifestly 
unlawful order. Of course he does so at 
his own risk.

For a soldier in the field the 
moral questions are immediate and 
unanswerable without strong moral 
guidance in their upbringing as people 
and training as soldiers. For Westerners 
of the time, the moral upbringing as 
Christians could generally be taken 
for granted. For the mass of soldiers 
normally conscripted from the whole 
community and not only superficially 
trained in a time of urgency but also 
subject to propaganda, reinforcing 
their moral standards was regrettably 
neglected. Even when it was not, as in 

the case of professional regular officers, 
the challenges were real. 

Thus it was that many dying soldiers 
who could not be moved with the 
troops were killed by their own either 
by or with the connivance of their 
officers. The excuse given was that it 
was an act of mercy or that it was better 
that they not fall into the hands of a 
ruthless enemy. This challenge is today 
routinely put before trainees but no 
authoritative answer is given; that is left 
to the individual to judge. Such is one 
of the less well known or understood 
but persistent horrors of war. 

World War II was one of the most 
significant events in the history of 
humanity. Against the odds, Antony 
Beevor has attempted to describe the 
event in sufficient detail to convey an 
adequate picture of the challenges, of 
what went well and what went badly. 
In assigning moral responsibility for 
the war, the issues are clear-cut and 
the Allies had no option but to resist 
the aggressors. But neither side can 
avoid condemnation for the war’s moral 
conduct.

micHAel o’connor is a former patrol officer in 
Papua New Guinea. He also served in the Royal 
Australian Navy as an intelligence officer. He is a 
regular contributor to Annals.
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