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IN THE 
presence  

of the angels 
I will bless 
you, Lord.

— Psalm 137 (138)

Front Cover: Our front cover picture this month is 
of Guardian Angels. It is the second of thirty four 
paintings and charcoal drawings by the much neglected  
French Catholic artist Anne-Francois Louis Janmot 
illustrating his ‘Le poème de l’âme’ – the Poem of 
the Soul. The poem is long – more than 2,000 verses 
– and the illustrations took Janmot more than forty 
years to complete – from 1835 to 1880. Father Michael 
Morris, O.P. of the Dominican School of Philosophy and 
Theology at Berkeley, California writes of him: ‘Like 
the guardian angels he depicts here, Janmot sought to 
protect and preserve that most precious gift, the Faith.’  
His Poem of the Soul and its illustrations were designed  
for that purpose. He knew Frederick Ozanam and 
joined the Society of St Vincent de Paul when he went 
to Paris in 1833. He was born in Lyon in 1814 and died 
there in 1892.
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DO NOT use harmful words in talking. 
Use only helpful words, the kind that 
build up and provide what is needed, 

so that what you say will do good to those 
who hear you. And do not make God’s Holy 
Spirit sad; for the Spirit is God’s mark of 
ownership on you, a guarantee that the Day 
will come when God will set you free. Get rid 
of all bitterness, passion, and anger. No more 
shouting or insults. No more hateful feelings 
of any sort. Instead, be kind and tender-
hearted to one another, and forgive one 
another, as God has forgiven you in Christ.

— Advice given by St Paul to the Christians of Ephesus [Eph 4:29-32]

Ch RISTIAN IDEALS
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STS MICh AEL, GABRIEL 
AND RAPh AEL

ANGELS OF GOD, you see the Father’s face,
Sharing his splendour, clothed 
in fire and flame,

Worshipping him, the terrible, the great,
Singing for ever: Holy is his Name.

Angels you sang when Christ came down 
to earth,

Gave him your comfort in the hour of dread, 
Solaced his spirit anguished and alone,
Shouted his triumph risen from the dead.

ANGELS, archangels, when he comes again,
  Compassed in Glory, fearsome in 
his Might,

Open to him the King’s eternal gates:
Then will he lead his faithful into Light.

When to the Father, Son and Spirit blest
Angels and men united worship bring,
From all creation, from the world unseen,
Up to the Godhead perfect praise 

will spring.

— Hymn from The Roman Breviary at Vespers for the Feast day of Saints 
Michael, Gabriel and Raphael, Archangels,  celebrated on September 29.  From 
the Hymn Book of Stanbrook Abbey. Stanbrook Abbey was founded by impov-
erished nuns who had been imprisoned during the French Revolution and 
returned to England in 1795. Their predecessors had fled England in 1625, led 
by a geat-great-gand-daughter of St Thomas More.
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‘Tread Softly, for you tread on my Dreams’ – W.B.Yeats

IN PRAISE o F ANGELS 
By Paul Stenhouse, MSC

N The Ballad of  Father 
Gilligan, William Butler 
Yeats1 – whose verse quoted 
above2 was bowdlerized by 
Malcolm Muggeridge for his 
book Tread softly for you tread 
on my Jokes – introduces us 

to an old Irish country priest, Father 
Peter Gilligan. 

The priest had been called one 
evening to the home of a poor villager 
who was dying. Before he could 
respond to the call he falls asleep while 
praying for the man. He slept on and 
on, soundly, until the early morning 
when he awakened – ‘upon the time of 
sparrow chirp’ – and grief-stricken cried 
out ‘mavrone, mavrone ! the man has 
died’. 

Quickly he harnessed his horse ’and 
rode as he never rode / by rocky lane 
and fen’ only to be met at the door of 
the house by the man’s wife who cried 
out ‘Father, you come again,’ adding that 
her husband ‘died an hour ago’.

W hen you were gone, he turned 
and died

As merry as a bird.
The old priest, Peter Gilligan,
He knelt him at that word. 

‘ “ When you were gone”? – but I 
never came. I fell asleep.’ 

No Catholic and certainly no priest 
could fail to be moved by the old 
priest’s realization that God in his 
unfathomable love and wisdom had 
taken pity on him ‘the least of things 
/ asleep upon a chair’ and had sent a 
heavenly substitute in his guise to 
anoint the dying man and prepare 
him fittingly for the final stage of his 
earthly pilgrimage.

The old priest then broke into a 
song of praise of God – not unlike 
Miriam’s famous refrain3 to Moses’s 
Canticle sung after the miraculous 
crossing of the Red Sea by the 
Israelites who were fleeing Pharaoh 
and his chariots:

H e who hath made the night of 
stars

For souls who tire and bleed
S ent one of his great angels down 
to help me in my need.

H e who is wrapped in purple robes 
with planets in his care

H ad pity on the least of things 
asleep upon a chair.

Doubtless some post-post-modern 
sophisticates will sniffily dismiss both 
poor old Father Gilligan, your author 
and Yeats, as sentimentalists and 
dreamers – but Yeats – a nineteenth 
century eccentric Protestant Irish poet 

as a rule sedulously avoided treating of 
Catholic or Irish themes. He was only 
stating a truth once accepted by all 
Christians: that there is intelligent life 
on earth apart from us humans.  

For years this truth had been staring 
UFO hunters and E.T. aficianados in 
the eye as they twiddled their dials in 
the desert hoping to pick up signals 
from aliens, and peered through their 

telescopes hoping to discover evidence 
of extra-terrestrial life and intelligence.

Our Lord had left us in no doubt 
of this. Apart from his birth being 
announced4 to the Virgin Mary by an 
Archangel – Gabriel, who ‘stand[s] in 
the presence of God’ – he told us that 
each of us has a guardian angel.5 And 
he also warned us that everlasting 
punishment was prepared for the devil 
and his rebellious angels6 and that we 
need to take care lest we be deceived 
by them and suffer the same fate. 

Nor did the Fathers of the Church 
and especially St Thomas Aquinas leave 
us in any doubt about angels. 

Thomas was called the Angelic Doctor 
because of his exhaustive treatment 
of the subject of angels in his Summa 
Theologica.

Catholics know that we are not alone; 
we have never been alone. 

Our remote ancestors in the Faith 
were well aware of it. But along 
with much else of importance in 
Christian tradition, knowledge of the 
existence of these natural – they are 
not supernatural, despite Wikipedia – 
but incorporeal and immortal beings 
almost vanished from our world when 
science and literature and education 
joined forces with the means of 
communication to air-brush God from 
the ‘bigger picture’.

Having inherited the scepticism 
and negativity of the much vaunted 
‘Enlightenment,’ our 20th century was 
denied any traditional Christian context 
within which to evaluate the phenomenal 
advance in scientific knowledge and 
especially electronic wizardry that 
came during and in the wake of two 
unspeakably bloody world wars.

For many, empirical science became 
their ‘god’ in the 20th century not unlike 
the way the State was worshipped by 
secular idealists and adventurers in the 
18th and 19th centuries.

Editorial

Angels serenading our Lady and the child Jesus by 
William Bougeureau [1825-1905]

[See page 32 of  this issue]
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The 1982 Spielberg fantasy E.T. was 
voted by Time Magazine one of the best 
100 films ever made,7 and the alien E.T. 
was described by The London Times as 
‘one of the best-loved non-humans in 
popular culture.’8

Angels, on the other hand, along 
with so much else of our Catholic 
tradition fell victim to TV’s thirty-
second grabs, and ‘news’ stories that 
take gratuitous shots at their subjects 
– directed by media personalities most 
of whom would call themselves ‘liberal’ 
– which means they favour abortion 
and affirmative action – and 86% of 
whom admitted a few years ago that 
they seldom or never attended religious 
services.9

Not unsurprisingly, we hear that 
Princeton researchers have presented 
a paper to the National Academy of 
Science that claims that the idea that 
life has arisen or could arise in an 
Earth-like environment on other planets 
has only a small amount of supporting 
evidence. In fact, they conclude that 

‘it’s very possible [sic!] that Earth 
is a cosmic aberration where life 
took shape unusually fast. If so, then 
the chances of the average terrestrial 
planet hosting life would be low’. 10 
Whatever credibility there may be 

to all this speculation about intelligent 
life on other planets or in other 
galaxies, this is a good time for us to 
remind ourselves of the fact that Yeats 

alluded to in his poem : that there are 
intelligent beings whose powers far 
outstrip ours – yet they are as much 
a part of our planet and our created 
world as we are; and they care for us – 
in fact are responsible for us.

Not long before he died, Father 
Walter Farrell O.P. – a distinguished 
disciple of the Angelic Doctor and 
Thomistic philosophy – wrote that if 
we humans could look at ourselves 
from the point of view of plants, 
insects or animals we would be 
astonished at what he calls rightly 
our ‘nobility’. They would see us as 
god-like creatures. 

But then if we look at the angels 
from where we stand, we are literally 
brought down to earth with a thump – 
like ‘Satan falling by the force of gravity’ 
if I may borrow Chesterton’s famous 
remark about pompous humans taking 
ourselves too seriously. 11 ‘Angels,’ he 
tells us, ‘can fly because they can take 
themselves lightly’.12

Yet by comparison with angels ‘we 
have the least, the most earth-bound, 
the feeblest of all created intelligence 
and love’.13 

And no wonder, because as our Lord 
reminded us, our angels ‘always behold 
the face of my Father in Heaven’.14

But then again, by comparison with 
God – well, even the angels pale into 
insignificance – so inadequate an image 
are they of his infinite splendour.

We read in St Luke’s gospel of the 
great company of the heavenly host – 
the angels and archangels – who filled 
the night sky when Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem.

 It wouldn’t have been hard to 
crowd out the stars with angels that first 
Christmas night. 

We catch only the merest glimpse 
of the sparkle and brilliance of the 
hundreds of billions of stars that we 
are told cram the night sky because our 
planet’s artificial lights usually blind 
us to it, and the light from the vast 
majority of the stars cannot be seen by 
the naked eye. 

Yet angels surpass the Milky Way and 
the furthest visible galaxies in number 
and brilliance but we don’t usually see 
them either – perhaps because we are 
too blinded – this time by our own 
brilliance.

 In a paraphrase of St Thomas Father 
Farrell writes: ‘To pretend that [angels] 
do not exist because we do not see 
them is like pretending that we never 
sleep because we have never caught 
ourselves asleep’.15 

   

We haven’t covered more than a 
tiny fraction of what could be said in 
praise of angels. That will have to wait 
for another time, and probably another 
pen. But before concluding these few 
thoughts I should like to say something 
about a popular post-Reformation jibe 
that held Catholics, St Thomas Aquinas, 
Scholasticism and our principal subject 
– angels – up to ridicule. 

In January 1941 the BBC introduced 
a radio programme called The Brains 
Trust which proved very popular, and 
ran continuously for eighty-four weeks. 

Readers will hardly be surprised to 
learn that typical panalists – there were 

The Milky Way – where earth and our galaxy are located – is more than 100,000 light years wide,  
and is thought to contain up to a maximum of  400 billion stars
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From vice’s stain preserve my soul
O gentle angel bright;
In all my life be thou my stay
To all my steps the light.20

1. The Collected Poems of W.B.Yeats, Macmillan & Co., Ltd., 
St Martin’s Street, London, 1950.

2. ‘Aedh Wishes for the Cloths of Heaven,’ op.cit.
3. See Exodus 15,21; and 15, 1-18.
4. Luke 1,19.
5. Matthew 18,10.
6. Matthew 25,41.
7. Richard Corliss, ‘That Old Feeling: Secrets of the all-

time 100,’ Time, February 12, 2005.
8. Michael Moran, ‘The 40 most memorable aliens,’ The 

London Times, October 5, 2007.
9. ‘Starting Over’ by Terry Eastland, The Collapse of the 

Big Media, The Wilson Quarterly, Spring 2005
10. ‘Extra-terrestrial life common in the Universe – wishful 

thinking?, The Daily Galaxy, April 27, 2012.
11. Orthodoxy, Doubleday, Image Books, 1959, p.121.
12. ibid. p.120.
13. Father Walter Farrell, My Way of Life, The Summa 

Simplified for Everyone, Confraternity of the Precious 
Blood, New York, 1952.

14. Matthew 18,10.
15. op.cit. p.63.
16. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Brains_Trust 
17. Excerpted from The Lost Tools of Learning, an essay 

by Dorothy Sayers [1893-1967] presented at Oxford 
in 1947.

18. St Basil, Adversus Euynomium III,1 [Migne, Patres 
Graeci xxix, 656 B].

19. Catechism of the Catholic Church, St Pauls, 1994, p.87, 
¶336.

20. Quoted: The Old English Bible and other Essays, by 
Francis Aidan Gasquet, London, George Bell and Sons, 
1908, p.171, note.

Confessors entitled Dextra Pars Oculi 
Sacerdotis, printed around 1350 and 
known to have been used by parish 
priests in country parishes in Devon. 
The priests were encouraged to teach 
these verses to penitents, and to their 
parishoners generally:

O angel who my guardian art
Through God’s paternal love;
D efend and shield and rule the 

charge
Assigned thee from above.

four of them – were usually atheistic/
agnostic and Socialist.16 

On one occasion, as well-known 
non-Catholic author and translator 
Dorothy Sayers relates, a glib Brains 
Trust panalist [unnamed] entertained 
the studio audience and reduced the 
late Charles Williams [novelist, poet and 
editor of the Oxford University Press] 
to helpless rage, by repeating a well-
known anti-Catholic furphy – that in the 
Middle Ages it was a matter of Faith for 
Catholics to know how many archangels 
could dance on the point of a needle. 

I will let Dorothy Sayers herself take 
up the tale:

‘I need not say, I hope, that it never 
was a ‘matter of faith’; it was simply a 
debating exercise, whose set subject 
was the nature of angelic substance: 
were angels material, and if so, did 
they occupy space? 

The answer usually adjudged 
correct is, I believe, that angels are 
pure intelligences; not material, but 
limited, so that they may have location 
in space but not extension. 

An analogy might be drawn from 
human thought, which is similarly 
non-material and similarly limited. 
Thus, if your thought is concentrated 
upon one thing – say, the point of a 
needle -- it is located there in the 
sense that it is not elsewhere; but 
although it is ‘there,’ it occupies no 
space there, and there is nothing 
to prevent an infinite number of 
different people’s thoughts being 
concentrated upon the same needle- 
point at the same time. The proper 
subject of the argument is thus seen 
to be the distinction between location 
and extension in space; the matter on 
which the argument is exercised 
happens to be the nature of angels 
(although, as we have seen, it might 
equally well have been something 
else); the practical lesson to be drawn 
from the argument is not to use words 
like ‘there’ in a loose and unscientific 
way, without specifying whether you 
mean ‘located there’ or ‘occupying 
space there.’17

How many angels can dance on the 
point of a needle is not, as Dorothy 
Sayers demonstrates so well, a matter 
of Faith. 

But that angels exist, and that we 
Catholics have guardian angels who 
watch over us as ‘protectors and 
shepherds leading us to life,’18 is a 
matter of Faith.19

May I conclude with a short prayer 
that is found in a popular Manual for 
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Fr. Matthew Muñoz reflects on his grandfather’s conversion to Catholicism  

Jo h N WAy NE
by David Kerr

O H N  W A Y N E , 
for  many,  was  a 
Hollywood legend 
w h o  s y m b o l i z e d 
true masculinity and 
American values. To 
Fr. Matthew Muñoz, 

he was simply ‘granddaddy.’ 
‘When we were little we’d go to his 

house and we’d simply hang out with 
granddaddy and we’d play and we’d 
have fun: a very different image from 
what most people have of him,’ Fr. 
Muñoz told Catholic News Agency 
[CNA] on a recent visit to Rome. 

Fr. Muñoz was 14 years old when his 
grandfather died of cancer in 1979. In 
his lifetime, ‘The Duke’ won three Oscars, 
the Congressional Gold Medal and was 
posthumously awarded the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom. Of all those 
achievements, though, Fr. Muñoz is most 
proud of just one – his grandfather’s 
conversion to the Catholic faith. 

‘My grandmother, Josephine Wayne 
Saenz, had a wonderful influence on 
his life and introduced him to the 
Catholic world,’ said 46-year-old Fr. 
Muñoz, a priest of the Diocese of 
Orange. ‘He was constantly at Church 
events and fundraisers that she was 
always dragging him to and I think 
that, after a while, he kind of got a 
sense that the common secular vision 
of what Catholics are and what his own 
experience actually was, were becoming 
two greatly different things.’ 

Fr. Muñoz’s grandparents married 
in 1933 and had four children, the 
youngest of whom – Melinda – is his 
mother. The couple civilly divorced in 
1945 although, as a Catholic, Josephine 
did not re-marry until after John 
Wayne’s death. She also never stopped 
praying for her husband’s conversion – 
a prayer that was answered in 1978. 

‘He was a great friend of the 
Archbishop of Panama, Archbishop 
Tomas Clavel, and he kept encouraging 

him and finally my granddaddy said, 
‘Okay, I’m ready.’‘ 

As a result of a change in 
Panamanian leadership, Archbishop 
Clavel was exiled from his native land 
in 1968. Three years later, Timothy 
Cardinal Manning, then the Archbishop 
of Los Angeles, invited Archbishop 
Clavel to Orange County, where he 
served as pastoral leader to half of 
Orange County’s 600,000 Latinos. 

By the time of Wayne’s request, 
however, Archbishop Clavel was too ill 
to make the journey to the film star’s 
residence. 

‘So Archbishop Clavel called 
Archbishop McGrath,’ Fr. Muñoz said, 
explaining that Archbishop McGrath 
was the successor to Archbishop Clavel 
in the Archdiocese of Panama. 

‘My mom and my uncle were there 
when he came. So there’s no question 
about whether or not he was baptized. 
He wanted to become baptized and 
become Catholic,’ Fr. Muñoz said. ‘It 
was wonderful to see him come to the 
faith and to leave that witness for our 
whole family.’ 

Fr. Muñoz also said that his 
grandfather’s expressed a degree of 
regret about not becoming a Catholic 

earlier in life, explaining ‘that was one 
of the sentiment he expressed before he 
passed on,’ blaming ‘a busy life.’ 

Prior to his conversion to 
Catholicism, though, John Wayne’s life 
was far from irreligious. 

‘From an early age he had a good 
sense of what was right and what is 
wrong. He was raised with a lot of 
Christian principles and kind of a ‘Bible 
faith’ that, I think, had a strong impact 
upon him,’ said Fr. Muñoz, recalling 
that his grandfather often penned 
handwritten notes to the Almighty. 

‘He wrote beautiful love letters to 
God, and they were prayers. And they 
were very childlike and they were 
very simple but also very profound at 
the same time,’ Fr. Muñoz said. ‘And 
sometimes that simplicity was looked 
at as naivety but I think there was a 
profound wisdom in his simplicity.’ 

Fr. Muñoz summed up the hierarchy 
of his grandfather’s values as ‘God 
coming first, then family, then country.’ 
It’s a triumvirate he sees repeatedly 
reflected in his grandfather’s films. He 
believes those values are much needed 
in Hollywood today and, if ‘the Duke’ 
were still here, he’d be leading the 
charge. 

‘My grandfather was a fighter,’ Fr. 
Muñoz said. ‘I think there would be a 
lot of things he’d be disappointed and 
saddened over. But I don’t think he 
would lose hope. I think he would look 
at the current time as a moment of faith. 
People are in crisis and they’re looking 
for something more meaningful, more 
real.’ 

‘So I think he would look at 
the situation and say – don’t get 
discouraged!’ said Fr. Muñoz. ‘I think he 
would say get involved. Don’t go hiding 
in a shell and getting on the defensive 
from Hollywood. Get involved and be 
an agent for the good. I think he would 
do that. That’s what he did in his time.’

Source: CNA. 

Holy Water  
at Home

Pope Alexander I, the sixth 
successor to St Peter, 

issued a decree in ad 1 09 
permitting Christians to have 
holy water kept in their homes. 
(Liber Pont. ii, 78). In the Roman 
catacombs can be seen low 
columns supporting shallow 
marble vases for holding holy 
water, mixed with salt and 
specially blessed, as in Catholic 
churches today.

Faith and thE MEdia
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Our governments’ policies are not likely to change unless we,  
the Christians of the West, demand it.

TIME To TAKE RELIGIo US  
FREEDo M SERIo USLy

By Philip F. Lawler

WO YEAR S into 
his administration, 
Pres ident  Barack 
Obama s t i l l  has 
n o t  f i l l e d  t h e 
post of roving US 
a m b a s s a d o r  f o r 

religious freedom.
Meanwhile in Pakistan the 

government’s only Christian cabinet 
minister, Shahbaz Bhatti, was 
assassinated for suggesting that the 
country’s blasphemy law should be 
changed. 

Urged to pass a resolution 
condemning the persecution of 
Christians, the European Parliament 
instead approved a vague statement, 
worded in general terms, decrying 
intolerance of all faiths. Meanwhile in 
Egypt Copts were slaughtered, in China 
“house churches” were raided by police, 
in Nigeria a Christian village was torched.

In Iraq, Chaldean Christians are 
hunted down and executed, gangland-
style, by Islamic zealots. In Afghanistan 
a Christian man faces the death penalty 
for the “crime” of conversion from the 
Islamic faith. And these are countries 
where American troops are shedding 
their blood in defense of freedom!

The Pope’s Plea

In his message for the World Day 
of Peace this year, Pope Benedict gave 
the world’s leaders a much-needed 
reminder that religious liberty is an 
essential aspect of human freedom. It 
follows logically that to pursue freedom 
without acknowledging religious liberty 
is to embark on a hopeless quest. In 
fact, the Holy Father observed, it is a 
downright dangerous quest, because 
false conceptions of freedom beget new 
threats to human rights, new threats to 
peace.

Unfortunately the leaders of the 
Western world have not yet recognized 
the force of the Pontiff ’s argument. 
The policy-makers of Europe and 
America cling to the illusion that they 
can somehow promote freedom, both 
at home and abroad, while ignoring 
religious affairs. This approach will 
not work. It cannot work. It is a recipe 
missing an essential ingredient.

For too many years now, we in the 
West have pursued a foreign policy 
based on the presumption that other 
societies are as thoroughly secularized 

as our own. Our political executives 
and diplomats and scholarly analysts 
have paid little attention to the role of 
religion in the Middle East and Asia, 
because the same opinion leaders 
pay only so little attention to religion 
at home (except during election 
campaigns). So we have formed 
alliances of convenience with regimes 
that mistreat their religious minorities. 
Yes, we are distressed by their 
repressive policies, and occasionally 
we protest. But the diplomatic pressure 
we exert in favor of religious freedom 
is rarely intense, and still more rarely 
effective.

Because of our blind spot, we in 
the West are often caught off guard 
when a religious moment crops up in 
a foreign country – or even when a 
secular movement arises in a society 
we regard as profoundly religious. 
Early in 2011, when a wave of popular 
uprisings spread across the Middle 
East, we were unable to discern 
whether public opinion would press 
for democracy or for Sharia law. We 
could only watch: hopeful that the 
mass demonstrations would produce 
more responsive governments, fearful 
that Islamic fundamentalists would 
seize the opportunity to impose a more 
repressive regime, powerless (or at 
least feeling powerless) to influence the 
course of events.

We should not be so helpless when 
confronted with manifestations of faith. 
Without playing sectarian favorites, we 
in the Western nations can support the 
regimes and the political movements 
that promise freedom of worship. We 
can adopt the promotion of religious 
liberty as an essential goal of our 
foreign policy: a cause more important 
than cheap exports or low trade 
barriers.

ignorE at your PEril

The Tragedy 
that is Syria

DISPOSSESSED OF their 
land and the roots of their 

faith, Syriac Christians have 
struggled valiantly to preserve 
their language and culture, 
but assimilation inevitably has 
taken its toll as intermarriage 
and social mobility draw 
younger generations away from 
their families and churches and 
into the broader society. Soon, 
the precious heritage that has 
defined Syriac Christianity from 
antiquity will survive more as 
an artifact of history than as a 
living tradition.

The human tragedy 
taking place in Syria today 
is made only more tragic by 
the disappearance of Syria’s 
Christians from the land of 
their origin—and with them, the 
loss of a rich and irreplaceable 
Christian heritage.

— Joseph Amar, ‘The Loss of Syria,’ 
Commonweal, September 19, 2012

JN119814 Annals September 2012.indb   7 2/10/12   2:39 PM



Ann Als Austr Al AsiA  8  september 2012

The Brunt of the 
Persecution

In his World Day of Peace message, 
Pope Benedict made another important 
point about the state of religious 
freedom around the world. “At present,” 
he observed, “Christians are the 
religious group which suffers most from 
persecution on account of its faith.” The 
reality that Christians bear the brunt of 
persecution seems improbable to those 
of us living in the West, in countries 
where liberal secularists are accustomed 
to depicting Christians as the 
oppressors rather than the oppressed.

Sometimes the persecution 
of Christians is accomplished by 
governments, as in Saudi Arabia or 
China, where police routinely raid 
illegal church meetings. Sometimes 
the violence is done by extremist 
groups that the government cannot or 
will not control, as in Pakistan or Iraq. 
Sometimes the distinction between 
official persecution and unchecked 
gang violence is blurred, as in India, 
where police stand by while Hindu 
mobs attack churches. But in all these 
cases, government policies are to 
blame: for carrying out, or encouraging, 
or winking at, or failing to stop the 
persecution.

The persecution will surely continue, 
if the governments of the Western 
world do not exert more diplomatic 
pressure. And our governments’ policies 
are not likely to change unless we, the 
Christians of the West, demand it. 

Phil Lawler is Director of the Catholic Culture 
Project. As a journalist, Phil has acted as editor of 
Crisis magazine. From 1993 through 2005, he was 
the editor of Catholic World Report, an international 
monthly news magazine. And in 1996, recognizing 
the power of the internet, he founded Catholic 
World News: the first online Catholic news service. 
See Catholic World Report, April 28, 2011.
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Th E GREAT DEPRESSIo N
By Msgr. Ronald A. Knox
 

The following are excerpts from a sermon delivered by Msgr Ronald A. Knox 
(1888-1957) during the great depression. They apply equally to our own day.

UNEMPLOYMENT is only a symptom of some hidden and 
mys terious disease which has come upon an over-civilised world.

A trade depression, we say, a slump in the world market; but does 
anybody really know what is happening? Does anybody really know how 
soon we may be involved in the miseries of wholesale bankruptcy? Our 
comfortable world of prosperity, inherited from our Victorian ancestors, is 
threatening to tumble about our ears; and we smile nervously and hope 
for the best.

And here is what makes it still more extraordinarv — we do not 
owe our present troubles to any of the common forces of nature: to a 
worldwide drought, to torrential rains, to any pestilence among mankind 
or blight among the crops. Something that is happening in the unreal 
world of high finance is having its effects, devastating effects, upon the 
real world — or so we think it — in which men must earn their bread or 
starve if they cannot come by it ....

You see, we are caught up in the wheels of our own economic system. 
The fields of wheat flourish, there is corn and wine and oil in abundance, 
there is treasure still locked in the bosom of the earth; and yet through 
our own laws of supply and demand, laws which have no root in nature, 
but depend simply upon our human actions, the whole world is at a 
standstill! Did we not say well that this world in which we live is a world 
of shadows? When forces that have no ex istence outside our own wills 
can threaten society with destruction?

And the effect of all that on us? Is it to drive us nearer to God, to 
make us disgusted with the insufficiency of this world? I am afraid that 
it is very difficult to avoid the impression that it is all the other way; 
that we try to forget our solicitudes by drowning ourselves in pleasures 
and amusements, by getting all we can today, when tomorrow has so 
little to offer. If the investments that call for our savings are insecure, 
very well, we will not save; if hard work earns so little, we will give 
up to leisure the hours meant for work. That is not the moral God 
means us to draw. He means us to realise, when our labour is ill-paid, 
that all labour is ill-paid which is crowned with earthly rewards; he 
means us to understand, when money is hard to come by and hard to 
keep, that all treasure is wasted when it is laid up on earth. Do not 
labour for the meat which perishes, he tells us; lay up for yourselves 
treasure in heaven.

— Quoted in The Chesterton Review, xxxvii Fall and Winter, 2011 pp. 585-586.
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On the skyline above a busy Beijing road are the silhouettes of the many  
astronomical instruments Jesuit missionary priests built 400 years ago.

JESUIT MANDARINS
By  Mary Mennis, MBE

u r i n g  a  v i s i t 
t o  B e i j i n g , 
th i s  yea r,  my 
husband Brian 
and  I  v i s i t ed 
t h e  a n c i e n t 
o b s e r v a t o r y 

in Beijing and I was amazed at the 
historical evidence of the early Jesuit 
missionaries found in its glass-case 
information boards. 
The museum covers 
quite a large area, 
including a garden, 
information offices 
a n d  f u l l  s i z e d 
replicas of many 
instruments used 
by the Chinese over 
the centuries to 
make astrological 
predict ions from 
the night sky. There 
are also instruments 
made by the Jesuit 
m i s s i on a r i e s  t o 
China four hundred 
years ago. To see 
to  some of  the 
i n s t r umen t s  we 
clambered up steep 
steps to the roof of 
the observatory. 

The observatory 
was first built into 
the city wall in 
1279 at the time of 
Kublai Khan so that 
astronomers could 
reform the faulty 
calendar. It was later 
used by astrologers 
and soothsayers 
to predict the 
future based on 
the position of the 
planets. 

At the base of the observatory, 
Marco Polo saw five thousand 
astrologers selling their predictions 
on squared paper. Chinese emperors 
depended heavily on these predictions 
before going to battle. 

The Observatory was in use until 
1929 which makes it the record holder 
for the oldest working observatory 
in the world. Until Mao Tse Tung 

destroyed part of the city wall to 
make way for the Ring Road, the 
ancient observatory was on part of 
the city walls. It is now mounted on a 
battlement of a watchtower close to the 
First Ring Road. 

In recent decades it has been 
restored as a museum with models 
of the original instruments. It is an 
impressive and fascinating museum 

recording the history 
of astronomy in 
China and is now 
named the ‘Beijing 
Ancient Astronomical 
Display Hall.’

One of the 
i n f o r m a t i o n 
boards we saw 
gives a general 
a c k n ow l e d g m e n t 
to the impact of 
the early Jesuit 
astronomers without 
giving specific 
names:

F a m o u s 
Astronomers and 
Jesuit missionaries. 
Famous astronomers 
throughout history 
have come from 
many different 
countries. Prior to 
the beginning of 
cultural exchanges 
between the 
East and the 
West, astronomy 
d e v e l o p e d 
independently in 
different parts of 
the world. After 
great discoveries in 
geography, Jesuit 
missionaries were 
among the first to 
travel to China, 
bringing with them 

Wise Men froM the West

Jesuit Astronomers with the Emperor Kangxi who reigned from 1661 to 1722.
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the astronomical knowledge of the 
West. At the same time, they also 
took Eastern culture and knowledge 
back to Europe. This is what we call 
‘European Astronomy’s Spread to 
China’.
Another information board, which 

I photographed, gave the names of 
Astronomers without identifying them 
as Jesuits. They were Fathers Matteo 
Ricci S.J., Johann Adam Schall von Bell 
S.J.; Ferdinand Verbiest S.J and Kilian 
Stumpf S.J. who all played important 
roles in the early astronomical 
observatory in Beijing and worked 
with the highest men in the land – the 
Emperors. 

This board read as follows:
After the Qing dynasty moved 

its capital to Beijing in 1644 and 
following Johann Adam Schall von 
Bell’s advice, the Chinese began to 
use the western computation standard 
and measuring system. During 1669 – 
1674, following the orders of Emperor 
Kang Xi, Ferdinand Verbiest designed 
6 new astronomical instruments (used 
to plot the position of stars). Later 
in 1715, Kilian Stumpf designed 
another instrument, the Azimuth 
Theodolite (an instrument sometimes 
called a theodolite that can measure 
both vertical and horizontal angles 
at the same time). In 1744, Emperor 
Qian Long ordered the construction 
of another instrument – the new 
Armilla (skeleton globes made up 
of rings used to plot the positions 
of stars and planets). This is how all 
the astronomical instruments in the 
Observatory came into being. 
In a portrait line-up alongside this 

are small paintings of three Jesuits 
Frs Matteo Ricci, Johann Schell, Von 
Bell and Ferdinand Verbiest as well 
as portraits of many famous Chinese 
astronomers.

I would like to give a little 
information on the lives of these 
Jesuit astronomers, how they 
became involved and their trials and 
tribulations during their time in 
Beijing.

Fr. Matteo Ricci S.J.  
1552 — 1610 (Italian)

Matteo Ricci is credited with being 
the first to bring western astronomical 
knowledge to China. He was born in 
Macerata, Italy and studied classical 
studies in his native town, then he 
studied law at Rome for two years. In 

1571, he entered the novitiate of the 
Jesuits in Rome, where he studied 
philosophy and theology, mathematics, 
and astronomy. 

After he volunteered for the far 
eastern missions, he was accepted 
and sailed around Africa, to Goa in 
India, and drew a map of the world 

as he knew it. He moved to mainland 
China in 1589 to Guangdong Province 
where he taught Chinese students 
mathematics he had learnt in Italy 
which is seen as the first time that 
European mathematics and Chinese 
mathematics were compared. Each side 
had much to learn from the other.

In 1589 he went to Nanjing, 
the old capital of China, where he 
lived for a number of years, buying 
land for a church and meeting with 
government officials and literati who 
were astonished at the knowledge of 
this learned man. He took the name Li 
Matou and was known as the wise man 
from the west. In 1601, he travelled to 
Beijing on the Grand Canal alongside 
barges carrying goods and passengers 
to the capital.

Father Matteo Ricci, SJ [1552-1610], one of  the first western scholars to master Chinese script and classical 
Chinese. His skill as a cartographer and mathematician made him famous, and he was the first Westerner to be invited 

into the Forbidden City to which he had free access.
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jail but exiled from China. Within 
a year after his release, the brilliant 
Johann von Bell suffering from the 
ill-effects of his imprisonment died in 
1666. However another of the exiled 
Jesuits Fr Ferdinand Verbiest carried on 
von Bell’s work.

Fr. Ferdinand Verbiest S.J. 
1623 — 1688 (Flemish)

Ferdinand Verbiest was the eldest 
child of Verbiest, 
a bailiff and 
tax collector in 
Belgium. He 
joined the Jesuits 
on 2 September 
1641 and studied 
theology in 
Seville where he 
was ordained 
in 1655. From 
there he went to 
Rome to study 
astronomy and 
theology. After 
his ordination, 
Verbiest worked 
as a diplomat 
and cartographer, 
and also as 
a translator, 
speaking many 
l a n g u a g e s 
including Latin, 
Greek, Spanish, 
Dutch and later 
Chinese.

In China, 
Verbiest worked 
initially during 
the Qing dynasty 

for Emperor 
Shunzhi, but, 
during the turmoil 

after the death of this emperor, Verbiest 
was imprisoned alongside other Jesuits 
and then exiled. The new Emperor 
Kangxi was only eight years old , but 
was destined to rule for 61 years from 
1662 to 1722. When he was informed 
that serious errors had been found in 
the calendar for 1670, which had been 
drawn up by Yang Guangxian, he 
recalled the exiled Fr. Verbiest to court 
to fix the problem. 

Dramatically, Emperor Kangxi 
commanded a public test take place 
between Yang and Verbiest to 
compare the merits of European and 

who condemned the new religion as 
false. When the Emperor Shunzhi died 
in 1661 von Bell lost his patron.

Schall von Bell’s position started 
to erode. In 1664 he was challenged 
by Yang Guangxian who accused 
him of having willfully miscalculated 
the time and place of a funeral and 
that way contributed to the death of 
Empress Xiao Xian. Schall von Bell 
and other Jesuits were imprisoned 
and condemned to death in a trial.

A judge gave them the death 
sentence, ‘death by a thousand cuts’. 
The prison conditions were appalling, 
the priests being chained in such a way 
they could neither sit nor stand for two 
months. Fortunately for them, on 16 
April 1665, the day of the execution, a 
violent earthquake destroyed the part 
of the prison chosen for the execution; 
a large meteor was seen in the sky, and 
a fire destroyed the part of the imperial 
palace where the condemnation was 
pronounced. All these events were 
viewed as omens by the Chinese 
officials so the Jesuits were freed from 

When he arrived in Beijing, 
Emperor Wanli of the Ming Dynasty 
gave him a house near the present 
location of the Cathedral. Today, 
Fr. Matteo Ricci is highly regarded 
amongst Chinese historians, 
mathematicians and astronomers. He 
was credited with being the first man 
to bring the knowledge of western 
computation and measuring system as 
mentioned in the information board in 
the museum. 

Fr. Johann 
Schall von Bell 

S.J. 1592 — 
1666 (German)

Johann von 
Bell was born in 
Cologne of a noble 
family. After he 
joined the Jesuits, 
he studied theology, 
a s t r o n o m y , 
mathematics and 
science. His greatest 
wish was to go 
to the missions. 
In 1618, he left 
for China on a 
Portuguese ship 
with a group of 
missionaries and, in 
1630, twenty years 
after the death of 
Matteo Ricci, he 
was sent to Beijing. 
While there, he 
gained access to the 
Emperor ShunZhi 
and became one 
of his trusted 
counsellors. He 
became a mandarin 
and was appointed 
director of the Imperial Observatory 
and the Tribunal of Mathematics. He 
also introduced the western system of 
measuring. 

According to Wikipedia:
Through his friendship with the 

emperor, he gained permission for 
the Jesuits to build churches and to 
preach throughout the country. That 
way Schall von Bell is indirectly 
credited with the 500,000 Chinese 
that are said to have been baptised 
by Jesuit missionaries within fourteen 
years. 
Unfortunately, von Bell had enemies, 

particularly Yang Guangxian, a Sharma, 

Matteo Ricci [left] and Xu Guangqi [right]. Xu Guangqi was a famous bureaucrat, scientist, astronomer 
and mathematician in the Ming and Qing dynasties. He is regarded as one of  the Three Pillars of  Chinese 
Catholicism.  He was baptized by Father Ricci in 1603 and took the name of  Paul. His descendants have 

remained faithful to Catholicism into the 21st century.
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Chinese astronomy on three separate 
issues including predicting an eclipse. 
Unlike Yang, Verbiest had access to 
the latest European updates, and was 
assisted by telescopes for observation 
and succeeded in all three tests. Yang 
Guangxian, his opponent, having 
failed was condemned to a death by a 
thousand cuts, the same punishment he 
earlier wanted for his Jesuit opponents, 
but he was later exiled. 

Having proved to the Emperor 
that European astronomy was more 
accurate than Chinese astronomy, 
Verbiest was immediately installed as 
the Director of the Observatory and 
Head of the Mathematical Board. He 
became close friends with Emperor 
Kangxi who frequently requested his 
teaching on many subjects including 
philosophy and science. Out of 
consideration for Verbiest, the exiled 
Jesuits were authorized to return to 
their missions. 

Over the following years, Fr. 
Ferdinand Verbiest built six new 
instruments which were installed in 
the Beijing Observatory alongside 
traditional Chinese instruments. Of 
the eight bronze instruments on 
display in the observatory today 
(including an equatorial armillary 
sphere, celestial globe and altazimuth) 
six were designed and constructed 
under the supervision of Verbiest. 
These instruments were built between 
1669 and 1673, and are embellished 
with sculpted bronze dragons and 
other Chinese craftwork, a unique 
mix of east and west. The six new 
instruments were for measuring the 
position of stars; for finding new stars; 
for measuring true solar time and the 
sextant used in navigation.

It was through Verbiest’s scientific 
and diplomatic contacts and friendship 
with the Emperor that the church was 
able to do so well at that time.

Kilian Stumpf S.J.  
1655 — 1720 (German).

Born in Warzburg, Germany, he 
was the ninth child of a grocer. He 
joined the Jesuits in 1673 when he was 
eighteen years old. As well as studying 
theology and philosophy, he studied 
science and mathematics, astronomy, 
astrology and many other subjects. 
He was ordained a priest in 1684 and 
worked in various parishes. During this 

time, he made contact with Christopher 
Diem S.J. who was experimenting 
with the manufacture of crystal glass. 
Stumpf volunteered for the Far East 
mission and in the end was chosen. It 
was his knowledge of crystal glass as 
well as his missionary zeal which led to 
his selection for China and he arrived 
there in 1695. He would have been 
well aware of the work of Matteo Ricci, 
Johann von Bell and Ferdinand Verbiest 
but they were all dead by this time.

Because of his technical knowledge, 
which he had proven by repairing 
mathematical-technical instruments, 
Emperor Kangxi ordered Stumpf to 
come to Beijing where he built the 
first glasshouse in China in 1697 and 
taught the production of crystal glass. 
Stumpf became the Director of the 
Astronomical Tribunal in Beijing and 
organised the building of the azimuth 
theodolite. In 1699, he became Notary 
Apostolic for the China Mission.

Emperor Kangxi, friend of both von 
Bell and Verbiest had been tolerant 
of the new religion introduced by the 
Jesuits and allowed them to build 
churches and preach and make converts.

 Traditionally, the Chinese honored 
their parents and ancestors who had 
died with filial respect on Qing Ming 
day by cleaning of their tombs and 
special remembrance services. It 
was part of their psyche as was the 
philosophy of Confucius which was 
more a way of living than a religion. 
When the Church – for reasons that 
will be explained in a later article – 
banned both, this uprooting of the 
core values of the Chinese proved too 
unreasonable to Emperor Kangxi. Fr. 
Kilian Stumpf tried desperately to save 
the mission in the Rites Controversy by 
sending documents to both Rome and 
the German emperor in Vienna, but he 
failed.

The benevolent Chinese emperor, 
who had issued an Edict in favor 
of Christianity in 1692, became 
more and more suspicious towards 
the missionaries. Since 1707, all 
missionaries who wanted to stay in 
China, had to promise to tolerate 
the Chinese Rites, otherwise they 
were expelled. In 1717, after the 
papal prohibition of the Rites, 
Kangxi signed a decree prohibiting 
Christianity in China, which was not 
fully applied, and postponed only 
through the influence of the Jesuits 
at Court.

During his last years, Stumpf 
not only suffered because of the 
threatening ruin of the China 
mission, but also from the Chinese 
side. Among others, he had had 
melted some old astronomical 
instruments to save money, and 
therefore fell into disgrace with 
the emperor. In 1719, he vacated 
his position as the director of the 
Astronomical Tribunal in favor of 
his compatriot Ignaz Kaogler (1680-
1746) SJ. When Stumpf died he was 
buried at the side of Matteo Ricci in 
the Jesuit cemetery in Beijing. An 
imperial prince donated money for 
the funeral.1

And so we see that the Jesuits 
had an enormous influence in the 
Chinese Court with their introduction 
of western science, mathematics, 
astronomy and philosophy. They 
nearly succeeded in getting full 
recognition of the Catholic religion 
from the Emperor Kangxi. It was not 
their fault they failed in this endeavour 
for they had promoted acceptance 
of many of the Chinese customs and 
the Philosophy. In the end, they were 
proven right by the edict of Pius XII 
in 1939.

Meanwhile on the skyline above a 
busy Beijing road are the silhouettes 
of the many astronomical instruments 
the Jesuit priests built 400 years 
ago: the old world and the new. The 
museum is a tribute to their ingenuity, 
intelligence and knowledge for they 
were seen by the Chinese literati and 
Emperors as the Wise Men of the West. 

MARY MENNIS and her husband Brian taught in 
China 2004-2005. For many years, they were both 
interested in the ancient observatory and the Jesuit 
astronomers who worked in Beijing 400 years 
ago.  Mary has Masters Degrees in History and 
Social Science and has written a few biographies of 
missionaries.

1. Stochastikon GmbH (http://encyclopedia.stochastikon.
com) 

Father Ferdinand Verbiest SJ built a steam powered 
vehicle for the Chinese Emperor Kangxi around 1672. 
It was a scale model, 65 cm long. He describes it in his 

Astronomia Europea.
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Book rEviEW

‘What is at issue (in Saudi Arabia) is challenging the monopoly  
over the divine held by a government based on religion.’

Ch ALLENGING Th E SAUDI Mo DEL
By Jude P. Dougherty

a l l  i t  w h at  you 
may:  ‘The Is lamic 
awakening,’ ‘al Sahwa 
a l  I s l a m i y y a ,’  o r 
simply ‘Sahwa’ — the 
movement described 
by Stéphane Lacroix 

was absent from the Saudi Arabian 
landscape until it emerged in the 
1990s. The Sahwa, Lacroix finds, 
must be regarded as a distinctive form 
of Islamism, a hybrid of the Muslim 
Brotherhood and Wahhabi tradition. 

True, the Sahwa was preceded by 
other movements in the Middle East, 
notably by the Muslim Brotherhood 
that emerged in Egypt in 1928. 
The Brotherhood’s founder, Hasan 
al-Banna (1906-1949), created it 
as an organization to promote the 
establishment of an Islamic state 
that would be ruled by Shari‘a. The 
movement grew rapidly and provided 
crucial support to the Egyptian 
revolution of July 1952 — the one that 
brought Gamal Abdel Nasser to power.  

Lacroix’s time frame work for this 
work begins with the late nineteenth 
century when Muslim reformism first 
began to appear, but he is primarily 
interested in the l960s and the l970s, a 
period that witnessed the development 
of a vast social movement advancing a 
modern form of Islam throughout the 
Middle East. 

His study of Islam is further 
narrowed to that which occurred in 
Saudi Arabia in the 1970s when an 
intellectual class began to show hostility 
to both Sufism and popular Islam. 

By Lacroix’s account, the 
intelligentsia became open to Western 
modes of thinking in the 1970s largely 
because Saudi Arabia had sent students 
to foreign universities, at first in Egypt, 
Lebanon, and Iraq, beginning in the 
1940s, and later to Western universities. 

State bureaucratic administrations 
co-opted many of the returning 
university students. 

The young intelligentsia, whose 
training had introduced them to liberal 
movements, consequently became in 
many cases nationalistic, leftist, socialist, 
or communist. 

Lacroix finds it worthy of note that 
liberalization in some quarters first took 
the form of questioning classical rules 
of poetry.

Lacroix began his study convinced 
that Saudi Arabia remains a blind spot 
in many Western studies of Islamism. 
‘Although all writers agree,’ he writes, 
‘that Saudi Arabia is the key to the 
expansion of Islamist movements in the 
Middle East, few describe the tenor and 

methods of the influence.’ Lacroix thus 
takes as his task the description and 
viability of Islam in Saudi Arabia. 

Saudia Arabia is undoubtedly an 
exporter of Islam, he reports, but it 
also has to be seen as the recipient 
of influences emanating from most 
currents of nineteenth- and twentieth-
century Islamic revivalism. The activist 
movement inspired by ‘Abd al-Wahhab 
cannot be ignored. In almost all 
countries of the Muslim world, Islamism 
arose and developed outside the state. 

The converse is true of Saudi Arabia 
where, from the beginning, Islamism 
was integrated into the kingdom’s 
official institutions. The situation of 
the Saudi Islamist movement is thus 
different from that of most Middle 
Eastern countries because it is not a 
question of combating a secular regime 
that relies on a source of legitimacy 
other than religion. ‘What is at issue 
(in Saudi Arabia) is challenging the 
monopoly over the divine held by a 
government based on religion.’ 

Lacroix, Stéphane.  Awakening Islam: 
The Politics of Religious Dissent in 
Contemporary Saudi Arabia. Trans. 
by George Holoch.  Cambridge, MA: 

Harvard University Press, 2011. 373 pp. 

Islamic Law  
and the Infidel

EvEn during such periods of relative peace, traffic with the infidel 
was discouraged. Muslim law distinguishes between those actions 

which are actually forbidden (haram) and those which are regarded as 
reprehensible (makruh). Travel to the House of War belonged to the 
latter category, and the jurists for the most part agreed that the only 
legitimate reason for a Muslim to travel to the House of War was to 
ransom captives. Even trade was not an acceptable purpose, though 
some authorities permitted the purchase of food supplies from Chris tian 
lands in case of dire necessity. The law relating to jihad, like the greater 
part of the shari‘a, received its classical form during the first century 
and a half of the Islamic era, when the Arab armies were advancing on 
France, Byzantium, China, and India. 

— The Muslim Discovery of Europe, Bernard Lewis, W.W.Norton & Company,  
New York, 1982, p.61
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Yet Islam in Saudi Arabia is a subject 
of contention not only between the 
regime and the Islamists but also 
among the Islamists themselves and 
the multiplicity of visions that motivate 
them. Islam is the primary language in 
which social rivalries and cultural issues 
are expressed.

When in August 1990 Saddam 
Hussein attacked Kuwait, the Saudi 
regime was forced to call upon 
American troops to protect its territory 
against a possible Iraqi attack. The 
resulting presence of foreign troops in 
the land of Islam’s holy places fostered 
a formidable opposition against the 
royal family. 

Lacroix attributes the Islamic 
awakening largely to the feeling of 
anger at the American presence. That 
presence served as a symbol of the 
moral and political failure of the Saudi 
system itself, a presence that continues 
to motivate multiple protests from the 
intellectual and religious elite alike.

Lacroix’s investigation leads him to a 
study of Wahhabism, which he admits is 
difficult to define because, in his words, 
‘it is not an unchangeable essence 
but a tradition in motion subject to 
interpretation and reinterpretation, 
possessed of no well-defined 
characteristics.’ 

The founding moment of the Saudi 
field of power as it exists today, he 
dates to the pact of 1744 ‘joining 
the sword of Muhammad bin Sa‘ud 
to the religious call of the preacher 
Muhammad bin ‘Abd al-Wahhab. In the 
words of Sayyid Qutb, ‘The sovereignty 
of God will be restored only when 
there is a pure Islamic state, based on 
Shari’a alone.’

Although written before the Middle 
East uprisings in the early part of 
2011, this densely packed and well-
documented book may be considered 
essential reading for anyone attempting 
to understand the significant role that 
the Muslim Brotherhood has played 
and continues to play throughout the 
area. From its founding the Muslim 
Brotherhood has had the dual purpose 
of fighting foreign occupation and 
establishing an Islamic state that would 
apply Shari’a. 

Several sections of Awakening Islam 
are devoted to the Brotherhood’s 
presence in Saudi Arabia, where it 
has played an essential role in moral 

education and, one may say, cultural 
education generally. The Brotherhood 
is noted for its creation of institutes and 
universities and for the establishment 
of education programs for the children 
of the Kingdom. Intellectual elites are 
attracted to its programs. While its 
leaders do not shy from an exegesis of 
the Koran and/or from contributions 
to Islamic jurisprudence, creed is 
recognized as the exclusive province of 
the Wahhabi ulema. 

Given his richly detailed study of 
the Islamic awakening, Lacroix seems 
reluctant to draw any conclusion 

except that ‘the Saudi Islamists and the 
Sahwa will remain central actors on the 
kingdom’s political stage for years and 
possibly decades to come.’ The reader, 
however, will recognize the religious 
ambiguity, complexity, and plasticity 
of the movement that the author calls 
‘Sahwa’ and the continuing danger that 
Islam presents for the West.

Professor Jude dougherty is Dean Emeritus of the 
Philosophy Faculty, Catholic University of America, 
Editor, The Review of Metaphysics, and General 
Editor, Series Studies in Philosophy and the History of 
Philosophy, Washington, D.C.
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thE drEyFus aFFair

[Read’s] masterly unfolding of the politico-sectarian prejudice of that era  
which led directly to the great injustice against Dreyfus,  

still has resonances and lessons  for us today.

AN INFAMo US MISCARRIAGE o F JUSTICE 
By Tony Evans

S  I  W R I T E  t h i s 
rev iew for  Annals , 
t h e  n e w s p a p e r s 
are  repor t ing  tha t 
Lindy and Michael 
Chamb er l a in  have 
finally been exonerated 

of implication in the disappearance 
of their baby daughter Azaria on 
the night of August 17, 1980.  It has 
taken thirty-two years for the truth to 
be proclaimed, involving four 
inquests, a Royal Commission 
and a criminal trial which resulted 
in Lindy’s being found guilty 
of murder and imprisoned; 
and Michael’s being  given 
a suspended sentence as an 
accessory after the fact.  Here was 
one of the great miscarriages of 
justice in Australian legal history.  

Michael Chamberlain is 
reported to have stated after the 
final inquest: ‘You can get justice 
when you think all is lost, but the 
truth must be on your side’.

The story of baby Azaria 
– taken by a dingo at Ularu 
(Ayres Rock) – is well-known 
to all Australians and needs 
no repetition here; and yet the 
substances of that fight for justice, 
involving trials, official enquiries, 
lies, and the planting of false 
evidence, have a remarkable 
parallel with another lengthy fight 
for justice involving similar lies, trials 
(courts martial) and the planting of false 
evidence in the case of Alfred Dreyfus 
120 years ago.   The facts and location 
were very different but both events (and 
many more like them) remind us that 
earthly justice can never be taken for 
granted, and is always dependent upon 
the degree of integrity and the courage 
of the individuals administering the law. 

Hundreds of books, plays, films, 
pamphlets, newspaper articles, and legal 
and military studies, have appeared on 
the subject of the ‘Dreyfus Affair’ since 
the late nineteenth century.  Is another 
book on the subject therefore justified?  
Yes, I think it is if only because that 

great scandal which dominated contested 
opinions over a hundred years ago is 
now probably little known to younger 
generations more concerned with the 
dramas and injustices of today.  As this 
new study of the Dreyfus Affair makes 
plain, the masterly unfolding of the 
politico-sectarian prejudice of that era 
which led directly to the great injustice 
against Dreyfus, still has resonances and 
lessons for us today.

The story, put simply, starts in October 
1894 when a piece of handwritten paper 
(a ‘bordereau’) was smuggled out of the 
German Embassy in Paris purporting 
to show that a spy at French army 
headquarters was passing military secrets 
over to the Germans.  Partly by reason of 
amateurism and incompetence laced with 
anti-Semitic prejudice, the handwriting 
was identified (wrongly) as belonging 
to Alfred Dreyfus, an ambitious cavalry 

officer who taught at the Êcole 
Supérieure de Guerre and who had 
hopes of joining the French military 
General Staff.

Alfred Dreyfus was from a 
well-to-do Jewish family of textile 
manufacturers whose hometown 
was Mulhouse in Alsace – territory 
disputed between France and 
Germany at the time . To some 
prejudiced minds this added 
unfounded suspicion that Dreyfus 
himself might be sympathetic to 
Germany’s cause.  Both Alfred and 
his wife were rich in their own right 
and lived in a spacious, elegant 
apartment in Paris supported by 
loving family relationships.  Alfred 
wrote of himself: ‘A brilliant and 
facile career was opened to me, 
the future appeared under bright 
auspices.  After the days’ labours I 
tasted the repose and the charms of 
family life…’

Unfortunately those charms were 
to end abruptly on October 15th 1894 
when the unsuspecting officer was called 
to Army Headquarters and arrested – 
accused of high treason.  

Dreyfus was dumbfounded and 
believed it was all a ‘terrible mistake’ that 
would be righted within a short time.  
He was, he maintained, a loyal serving 
officer, devoted to his duty and was 
intensely loyal to his country, France.   

The Dreyfus Affair, Piers Paul Read 
Bloomsbury Press, London 2012.

Drefus being publicly degraded on the Champ de Mars,  
January 5, 1895
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The court martial opened in a 
military prison on December 19 that 
year.  His seven judges, fellow military 
officers, had no training in the law, and 
like countless judges in echoing trials 
throughout history, were mere ciphers, 
more influenced by what was expected of 
them in High Command than in learning 
the truth.  

Read shows how Alfred’s character 
and presentation in court did not help 
him.  Although his answers were clear 
and precise his voice was quiet, atonal, 
and his manner dull, even displaying 
an indifference.   He believed that a 
dispassionate demonstration of the facts 
would prove his innocence.   At one 
point a witness, Commandant Hubert 
Henry, perjured himself by swearing ‘on 
the Crucifix’ that Dreyfus was selling 
secrets to the Germans’ and he pointed 
directly at Dreyfus. (Think of Richard 
Rich at the trial of Thomas More).

Later, Henry committed suicide.
That Dreyfus was guilty was a 

foregone conclusion.  As Read points 
out: ‘The closing speech of the Defence 
Counsel would most likely have 
exonerated Dreyfus in a civil court, but 
this was a military exercise bent on a 
conviction from the first.’  

The ritual military degradation 
that was proscribed in such cases took 
place on January 5, 1895 before a 
huge crowd of military personnel and 
invited civilians, supported by a rabble 
assembled at the perimeter railings.  As 
Dreyfus was stripped of his sword, his 
insignia, and part of his uniform torn 
from him, the crowd roared ‘Death 
to the Traitor, ‘Dirty Jew’, ‘The Swine’, 
‘The Coward.’  Knowing of Dreyfus’s 
innocence the scene as described by 
Read, is heart-rending.    

By coincidence, I first read Read’s 
book during Passion-tide this year, and 
I was constantly reminded of another 
trial two thousand years ago.  Although 
Dreyfus as a non-practising Jew would 
hardly make the connection himself, I felt 
very strongly that, as Read depicts him 
calmly and un-accusingly accepting this 
humiliation without rancour, he was in 
essence a Christ-like figure.  

Throughout the degrading 
ceremony he maintained a charitable 
understanding towards his accusers 
that suggested heroic virtue.  (Read 
at one point makes the Christ-like 
connection himself.)  Dreyfus ‘remained 

unembittered, believing that justice will 
prevail, and the terrible verdict will be 
reversed.’  He wrote later of the event: ’I 
even felt myself alone in the middle of 
the crowd, and was ready to give up my 
body.  My soul remained my own.’

As in the case of the Chamberlains, 
justice for Dreyfus was a long time in 
coming. First he would be transported 
‘for life’ to the penal colony on Devils 
Island off the coast of French Guiana 
where he (just) managed to survive 
solitary confinement in appalling and 
humiliating conditions.

The full details of the skulduggery, 
the deceptions, and the cowardice of 
military High Command and government 
officials in their efforts to protect 
themselves after the first lie was told, and 
the ever-deepening mire of obfuscation 
when it was realised  the honour of the 
French military tradition was at stake, 
make exciting, if shocking, reading.  

The general reader should not be 
discouraged by the opening chapters 
which explain in some detail the 
historical roots of anti-Semitism in 
France, and the intricate political 
background which eventually gave rise 
to the Dreyfus Affair and ultimately, 
as Read postulates, the climactic anti-
Semitism manifested under the Vichy 

Government in World War 11.  Without 
an understanding of this background 
to the drama that follows, the story 
might have been reduced to a mere but 
exciting ‘who-dunnit.’   

Read is a skilled story-teller and 
once we are immersed in the plot we 
are hooked, and as in the greatest 
tragedies of fact and fiction, we crave 
to suspend our fore-knowledge for the 
duration of the drama, and we hope 
that the inevitable may never happen.  
Some academic reviewers have been 
grudging in their comments on the 
book, suggesting that Piers Paul Read 
relied too readily on secondary sources, 
of citing too few primary documents.   
One writer complained that Read as 
a well-known Catholic, could not write 
objectively on this subject because the 
Church was seriously implicated as a 
guilty protagonist.   

     This reader at least, concludes 
that the author was meticulously even-
handed, and although the main players in 
the hounding of Dreyfus were Catholic 
and the Church was heavily implicated, 
there were many other factors – the 
status and national pride in French 
militarism for one example – which 
contributed to Dreyfus’s sufferings. 
And Read reminds us that we should 
not feel superior, smug or enlightened 
today because we view the events of the 
past with such horror.  On the subject 
of anti-Semitism, the laws delays (Lindy 
Chamberlain?), prejudice, and moral 
turpitude, how many of us are innocent 
enough to cast the first stone?  Although 
many in Britain at the time of Dreyfus 
and afterwards were horrified at the 
blatant miscarriage of justice across the 
Channel (Queen Victoria wrote in her 
diary “That poor martyr Dreyfus’), there 
were many more - prominent identities, 
writers and leaders in the Church - who 
were prejudiced, believing that the Jew, 
Alfred Dreyfus could not be anything 
other than a traitor, guilty, and deserving 
of his punishment.  And doubtless there 
are those who still believe it.  

The antidote is to read Piers Paul 
Read’s book on the subject. 

tony evans was a producer with the ABC for many 
years and is now a freeelance writer living in Western 
Australia. He has published three historical biogra-
phies, the latest being the very popular C.Y.O’Connor, 
His Life and Legacy, published by UWA Press. Evans 
founded the G.K.Chesterton Society in W.A. Recently it 
became the national Australian Chesterton Society. He 
has just completed  a biography of William Wardell.

The presumed real traitor: Charles Marie Ferdinand 
Walsin Esterhazy [1847-1923]. 

Esterhazy was tried, and found not guilty.
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There are constants in human existence which it is vain and indeed dangerous to deny. 
The task of culture is to examine the present with an eye to the eternal.

h ISTo RIC TURNING Po INTS
by Giles Auty

 FEW WEEKS ago I 
was lucky enough to 
watch a film shown 
on British television 
which I had last 
seen at the time of 
its original release in 

1966.
The film in question was the 

deservedly famous A Man for All 
Seasons which dealt with an era in 
English history after which the spiritual 
and political life of the nation were 
rudely changed — in the first case 
possibly forever.

The subject, as you may be aware, 
deals principally with the lives of Sir 
Thomas More (1478-1535), Lord 
Chancellor of England, and that of 
his monarch King Henry VIII (1491-
1547) and with the complexities of the 
relationship which existed between 
them.

Seeing the film again after such 
a long break, I found I had largely 
forgotten the exceptional excellence of 
its direction, locations and acting.

As Sir Thomas More, Paul Scofield 
brought subtlety, eloquence and 
conviction of the highest order to his 
role while Robert Shaw — who I always 
tend to think of as the German tank 
commander in another memorable 
film The Battle of the Bulge — brought 
Henry VIII to life in a way which even 
the superlative portraits of him by Hans 
Holbein the Younger could never quite 
achieve.

But another factor was at work here 
in my case.

Both before I came to Australia 
to work in 1995 and again since my 
return to Britain last year I have lived 
quite close to a famous building which 
featured prominently in the life of Henry 
VIII: Hampton Court Palace. Henry 
confiscated this from Cardinal Wolsey at 

the time of the latter’s fall from grace in 
1529.

Thus the parks by the river Thames 
where I now regularly walk my dog 
were once favourite hunting grounds 
for Henry VIII. Indeed the land on 
which my previous house was built 
once formed part of the kitchen gardens 
of the palace. Certain ancient, hairy-
leaved plants such as borage and mallow 
which had flourished there for centuries 
proved virtually impossible to eradicate 
from my flower beds. Borage has a 
tap-root which can extend to a metre in 
length.

Living where I do the realities of 
life in Tudor England thus seem not 
so much historically remote as almost 
palpable. In short the ghosts of Henry 
VIII and his courtiers seldom seem 
entirely absent from the vast royal parks 

— where stags still roam — and lush 
green riverbanks of this area.

For the most part due to Henry VIII’s 
famous marital issues England ceased 
to be part of a largely Catholic Europe 
478 years ago but it is easy to forget 
here that at the age of thirty Henry was 
declared Fidei Defensor by Pope Leo X 
for the strength and scholarship of his 
written arguments against the teachings 
of Luther. The initials FD on British 
coins remind us that this title still 
remains held by British monarchs to this 
day.

Sir Thomas More, who possessed a 
highly cultured as well as brilliant legal 
mind, was originally a close and trusted 
personal friend of his king and a large 
part of the brilliance of A Man for All 
Seasons is the way it shows the subtle 
shifts which led slowly towards the film’s 

CatholiC history
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tragic conclusion, More’s imprisonment 
in the Tower of London and subsequent 
execution. More died defending the 
Catholic faith and the continuing 
authority of the Pope as did John Fisher, 
Bishop of Rochester. Catholic Europe 
was deeply shocked by these executions 
which in a sense marked a beginning 
to England’s intransigent sense of 
nationhood as well as of her religious 
separation from much of Europe.

A Man for All Seasons contrasts 
sanctity and integrity with venality, lack 
of scruple and what seem in retrospect 
to have been the international political 
imperatives of the day. Watching it one 
was at least mildly surprised that it was 
ever made since its thesis calls into 
question the very foundations of the 
Anglican Church.

No less to the point perhaps one 
wonders whether a film of such thought 
and intellectual complexity could ever 
find a producer or backer today in an 
age when it seems that almost every 
form of Christian principle is under 
continuous public assault — not least 
from a wide variety of falsely argued and 
otherwise bogus new forms of human 
rights legislation. 

In a recent appeal case at a European 
court, a representative of the British 
government argued that Christians 
should in effect keep their religious 
beliefs to themselves and ‘at home’ as 
these latter were not appropriate in any 
way to the workplace. The particular 
case involved the wearing of a crucifix 
at work.

Until more or less the present day, 
Henry VIII’s rift with Rome and his 
subsequent dissolution of England’s 
monasteries between 1536 and 1540 
have always seemed to me the most 
serious blows ever struck against 
traditional Christianity in England. 
Indeed, Catholicism in England has 
appeared to be almost always on the 
back foot ever since those days.

However now it is no longer specific 
branches of Christianity but Christian 
belief in general which is under daily 
attack not only in Britain but throughout 
much of the Western world. This 
situation may not be entirely new yet is 
becoming novel in its virulence.

If it is not resisted in an organised 
way, we may indeed shortly find 
ourselves at a new historical turning 
point where it is self-righteous atheism 
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Across Clues
1 Ordered chap a knitted Incan scarf (10)
5 First male commercial before noon? (4)
9 A gambler, or a more suitable assistant? (7)
10 First and last warrior should be hammered into 

shape (7)
11 If wrongly geared, it’s a recipe for disasters (9)
12 Blows left to right above the eyes (5)
13 Space walker cooked in lard (6)
14 Sailor Ed gone astray with fiery furnace survivor 

(8)
17 It’s scandalous for fake fuel to be distributed (8)
19 Wager hell is endless in seamen’s chapel (6)
22 Football association hit out at belief (5)
23 On board ship, left silly fool holding first iron 

case (9)
24 Rub vets the wrong way and undermine moral 

principles (7)
25 The first reportedly rusty fund administrator? 

(7)
26 Notices some horse escaping (4)
27 SS Mira Holt wrecked by heavy downpours (10)

Down clues
1 Cooked satay’s fed on these times of religious 

celebration (5, 4)
2 Second son on a road to Heloise’s tutor (7)
3 Russian empress at helm can spin amid sparks 

(9, 5)
4 Heartless sap, with some precipitation, to injure a 

joint by twisting (6)

6 After party ogres cut up flower (7)
7  Teams out with friends (5)
8 In favour of tender, Ned turns up with orchard 

product that is totally disallowed (9,5)
10 Condiment used in Japanese cooking used to 

be a bird cut in half (6)
15 Working spectators? (9)
16 Leading patrician arranges tulip for lectern (6)
18 French friend qualified to be very pleasant (7)
20 Unfortunately lost her case for carrying an ice 

axe (7)
21 It’s cruel for bishop to leave international out of 

revised ritual (6)
22 Abstains from eating sumptuous meals without 

second helping (5) 

So LUTIo N To  CRy PTIC CRo SSWo RD No . 30 

The Tudors 
and the Faith

THE BBC has announced that it 
will produce a six-hour TV drama 

series based on Wolf Hall and Bring 
Up the Bodies. This will be shown 
in Britain towards the end of  2013. 
Subsequently there will be another 
TV drama  based on Ms Mantel’s 
forthcoming third book in the series, 
The Mirror and the Light.
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Why are any of us obliged to accept 
moral rulings which are visited upon us 
in Britain today largely by unbelieving 
and anti-Christian bureaucrats who are 
as often as not not even based in this 
country?

The answer to all of these questions is 
far from reassuring.

On either side of the date when A 
Man for All Seasons was made back in 
1966 lie two other key dates in the 
subsequent war waged not only on 
Christianity itself but on established 
Western values in general.

1964 saw the birth of Political 
Correctness at a Californian university 
while 1968 witnessed the Marxist-
inspired origins of a raft of other anti-
establishment measures during the 
student riots which took place that year 
in France.

Merged together the following 
initiatives constitute what we now 
call post-modernism. These include 
political correctness, relativism, 
feminism, gay rights, environmentalism, 
multiculturalism, post-colonialism, 
deconstruction, post-structuralism, 
conceptualism and still other ‘isms’.

In essence what post-modernist 
initiatives argue is that almost any form 
of traditional wisdom or morality is 
wrong because it fails to address the 
so-called ‘real’ needs of today.

But what if tomorrow’s needs or those 
of the day after apparently change again?

Should we then revise our moral and 
social codes again in their entirety?

Clearly the basic post-modernist 
argument, like so many advanced today, 
contains a very serious flaw.

Here I can do no better perhaps 
than quote a comment from a former 
colleague at The Spectator, Theodore 
Dalrymple, writing about a new book 
from the excellent American cultural 
commentator Roger Kimball: “Kimball’s 
viewpoint — which I freely admit is mine 
— in that there are constants in human 
existence which it is vain and indeed 
dangerous to deny, and the task of 
culture is to examine the present with an 
eye to the eternal.”

To which I can only add “hear, hear”.

giles auty was born in the UK and trained privately 
as a painter. He worked professionally as an artist for 
20 years. Publication of his The Art of Self Deception 
swung his career towards criticism. He was art critic 
for The Spectator from 1984 to 1995. He continues to 
devote himself to his original love — painting. He is a 
regular contributor to Annals.

rather than any form of secularised 
Christianity which becomes our new, 
institutionalised moral code.

As an example of what I mean, three 
of the four major stories on a single page 
of Britain’s The Daily Telegraph of recent 
date — 13th September — featured 
stories where Christian agencies and 
beliefs were under attack either from 
the state itself or from non-Christian 
religions.

In story number one, the first two 
paragraphs sum up the novel, atheistic 
bossiness of the British state, prompted 
at times no doubt by similar forms 
of moral coercion from the European 
Union: ‘Children are being denied the 
chance of loving homes because of 
equality rules forcing Roman Catholic 
adoption agencies to close if they do 
not accept homosexual couples,’ a judge 
heard yesterday.

In what could be a landmark legal 
challenge the last Catholic adoption 
agency in England went to a tribunal 
arguing the right to uphold what it 
called “the traditional family’.”

In story number two, in the draft 
of a speech due to be given by Deputy 
Prime Minister Nick Clegg, which his 
office had released early, the unfortunate 
Mr.Clegg had apparently described 
opponents of homosexual marriage as 
‘bigots’. Since such opponents include 
the leaders of the Church of England 
and the Catholic Church, Clegg was 
perhaps wise to deny that he had any 
intention of using such an offensive 
description yet for all that failed to 
apologise.

In story number three we learn: 
“Ministers are standing by while a 
growing network of sharia courts 
condemns women to a ‘Taliban’ way of 
life in British cities, a peer has warned. 
Baroness Cox, a former Tory who sits as 
an independent, accused the coalition of 
betraying vulnerable women by allowing 
a ‘parallel legal system’ to grow up 
unchecked in Muslim communities”.

How precisely did we arrive at our 
present spiritual impasse which would 
have seemed inconceivable even at the 
time when A Man for All Seasons was 
made in 1966?

In short, how has such a once proud, 
cultured and civilised nation as Britain 
allowed itself to become so abject and 
morally leaderless in the space of less 
than half a century?
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Many suffering from this disease are now able to lead relatively normal lives  
— a state of affairs totally unimaginable a century ago 

Th E My STERy  o F SCh Iz o Ph RENIA
By Wanda Skowronska

C H I Z O P H R E N I A 
is one of the most 
d e b i l i t a t i n g  a n d 
ba f f l i ng  d i so rde r s 
t o  a f f l i c t  h u m a n 
beings. The mental 
d i s o r d e r  w h i c h 

occurs in every country, among men 
and women, is characterized by a 
dysfunction of the thinking processes 
which gives rise to symptoms such 
as hallucinations, delusions and 
withdrawal from the outside world. 
A person with schizophrenia can tell 
you he is Napoleon, the Queen or the 
Pope and may assure you that there is 
a conspiracy against him/her involving 
the CIA, ASIO or more recently Al 
Qaeda. Or the person may sit still, stare 
ahead and not interact with anyone. 
Whichever form the disease might take, 
it has a profound effect on the sufferer 
and his/her family.

Recent advances in biochemistry 
and brain imaging have confirmed 
that imbalances of two brain chemicals 
(or neurotransmitters) – dopamine 
and serotonin – are involved in 
schizophrenia. Dopamine is responsible 
for emotions and motivation; serotonin 
acts as a messenger and stimulates 
muscle movement. The brains of people 
with schizophrenia have elevated 
dopamine and serotonin activity. 

Another group of researchers believe 
the immune system is involved as they 
have found that one of the immune 
pathways functioning in ‘normal’ people 
is not functioning in those who have 
schizophrenia. It is not certain whether 
this is actually a cause or an effect of 
the disease and research into this theory 
is in its early stages.1 

Despite the recent scientific 
findings, many have mistakenly 
thought that schizophrenia is caused 
by poor parenting and generations 

of parents have been made to feel 
needlessly guilty. 

Another misunderstanding is that 
the person with schizophrenia has 
a ‘split personality’. This is not true. 
The misconception that schizophrenia 
involved ‘split personality’ arose in part 
from the Greek etymology of the terms 
– ‘schizo’ meaning ‘split’ and ‘phrenos’ 
meaning ‘mind’. However the split here 
refers to the split from reason and 
reality. 

Whereas a person may see a 
TV event with some interest and 
enjoyment, the person suffering 
from schizophrenia may see it as a 
threatening event, which has a special 
meaning for him/her and may suddenly 
jump up in agitation and fright or 
respond by fleeing the scene. 

The symptoms of this disease often 
emerge between the ages of sixteen 
and twenty-five though some have later 
onsets. The initial presentation shows a 
person with strange thoughts, telling of 
strange experiences, often hearing voices 
which are speaking to that person alone. 

These voices are heard as actual 
voices – just as voices in a conversation. 
If paranoid schizophrenia is involved 
(there are other types) the person may 
be convinced he/she or other persons 
are being pursued by malevolent forces. 
The delusion often appears to be in 
step with political and religious issues 
of the times. Health-care practitioners 
diagnose this disorder by gathering 
comprehensive medical, family and 
mental-health information, needing to 
distinguish it from other other medical 
conditions that might produce these 
psychological symptoms. 

Symptoms commonly associated with 
schizophrenia are called ‘positive’ and 
‘negative’. 

The so called ‘Positive’ Symptoms 
include delusions hallucinations, 
disorganized thinking and agitation. 

The ‘Negative’ Symptoms include 
a lack of drive or initiative, social 
withdrawal, apathy and emotional 
unresponsiveness. Of course the latter 
must be disinguished from depression, 
organic brain injury or a host of other 
possible causes. 

Typically a person showing negative 
symptoms will withdraw from studies 
or work and show little concern for 
getting back to them. He/she will show 
little care for washing or dressing. Along 
with the positive symptoms, it usually 
becomes clear that something is radically 
wrong.

For a person with untreated 
schizophrenia, everyday tasks like 
thinking, controlling emotions, making 
decisions and relating to others are 

thE huMan Condition
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insuperable obstacles. A person, having 
some or many of the above symptoms 
mentioned above may gradually slide 
down into what is called an acute or 
psychotic phase which becomes very 
distressing for those around them. 

The person who is psychotic not only 
cannot think logically but may lose all 
sense of who he/she is and others are. 
Members of the family may be looked 
on as ‘enemies’ to be fought against or 
run away from. 

In one situation I came across, 
one eighteen year-old year old HSC 
student said that his mother was 
wandering the streets, going into public 
buildings, absorbed in her own world 
and generally being a nuisance. The 
boy’s father could not cope and had 
temporarily left the home, leaving the 
eighteen year-old in charge of his two 
younger siblings. 

The problem here was that his 
mother refused to see a doctor and thus 
went on her merry jaunts each day to 
the distress of all concerned. It was of 
central importance in this situation that 
the woman was wending her way in and 
out of traffic on busy roads. 

The eighteen year-old had not 
mentioned this to the doctor he had 
consulted though he mentioned that 
she was ‘strange’ and ‘irrational’. Being 
‘strange’ or’ irrational’ is not enough to 
get one into hospitals these days for this 
alone would soon lead to overcrowding 
there. However the fact that the lady was 
a danger to herself and others, possibly 
causing a fatal accident was the crucial 
point.

 On my advice the boy rang his 
doctor and related his eye witness 
account of his mother’s risk to traffic 
and immediately an ambulance came, 
fortunately finding his mother in the 
front garden. The lady was taken to the 
nearest mental health facility where she 
stayed for several months. She was given 
anti-psychotic medication, her mental 
health was stabilised, she was able to 
resume some care for her children and 
her husband returned home. 

In this case the medication worked 
and restored some degree of stability 
and rationality. Interestingly, the woman 
had no recollection of her ‘acute’ phase 
when she was wandering the streets. 

If a family member suffers from 
symptoms of schizophrenia, it is 
crucial to mention to the hospital 

that the person is a ‘risk’ or ‘danger’ 
to themselves or others. This ‘at risk’ 
behaviour places the person contacted 
in a role of some duty of care. It is also 
important to remember that just because 
a person has been released from such 
care on medication, does not mean he/
she will continue taking it. 

Sometimes a person with 
schizophrenia feels so ‘well’ that 
medication is discontinued and a 
new slide into an acute phase and 
re-hospitalisation occurs. Nowadays 
adult community mental health teams 
can visit the home to administer 
medication. 

How did the diagnosis of 
schizophrenia come about? While 
the symptoms of schizophrenia have 
long been evident in human societies, 
understanding of the disease did not 
occur until the biological and chemical 
substratum of the disorder was 
discovered in the twentieth century. 

In the middle ages, patients with 
thought disorders characteristic of 
schizophrenia were thought alternatively 
to be possessed by the devil, possessed 
of great holiness or simply mad. Those 
afflicted were often locked up in towers 
or, as time went on, in ‘asylums’. 

Treatments up to the nineteenth 
century included giving strong and 
ongoing laxatives based on the view 
that toxins had built up in the colon 
and therefore had to be released. Many 
patients were subjected to lengthy 
stringent laxative treatments to little 
avail. 

The German psychiatrist Emile 
Kraeplin (1856-1926) believed that 
dementia was involved in what we now 
know to be schizophrenia. He called 
the disease ‘dementia praecox’ – that 

is, an early or premature deterioration 
of the brain. Though he was wrong, his 
‘symptom observation’ approach was a 
miletone in the history of psychology, 
for before 1880 little progress had been 
made in understanding this disease and 
how to distinguish it from others. 

Kraeplin’s classification system 
produced in 1896 aroused much 
discussion and research. His 
contemporary, Swiss psychiatrist, Eugen 
Bleuler (1857-1939), rejected Kraeplin’s 
initial definition saying 

For the sake of further discussion I 
wish to emphasize that in Kraepelin’s 
dementia praecox it is neither a 
question of an essential dementia nor 
of a necessary precociousness. For this 
reason … I am taking the liberty of 
employing the word schizophrenia for 
revising the Kraepelinian concept. In 
my opinion the breaking up or splitting 
of psychic functioning is an excellent 
symptom of the whole group.2

After several years’ work in 
psychiatric clinics, Bleuler published the 
work ‘Dementia praecox oder Gruppe 
der Schizophrenien’ in 1911 and used 
the word ‘schizophrenia’ for the first 
time. He pointed out that there was no 
dementia involved and that there was 
a range of schizophrenias, each with 
differing characteristics. Both Kraeplin 
and Bleuler believed that the ultimate 
cure would be biomedical – they just 
did not know in what way this would 
occur.

It was not until the twentieth century 
that progress was made in uncovering 
the chemical factors implicated 
in schizophrenia. This principally 
meant a growing understanding of 
neurotransmitters, the chemicals that 
transmit the nerve impluse from one 
neuron to another across the synapse – 
that is, the gap between the neurons. 

Otto Loewi (1873-1961), a professor 
of pharmacology at the University of 
Graz isolated the first neurotransmitter 
in 1921 and was able to say in 1926 that 
the chemical acetylcholine mediated the 
tranmission of the nerve impulse from 
one nerve to the next.3 For this he and 
his co-worker Sir Henry Dale received 
the Nobel Prize in 1936. From here 
research into transmitters took off, as 
did exploration of the pharmacological 
influence on these ‘messengers’ between 
the neurons. 

A significant breakthrough occurred 
with the development of the drug 
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1. http://psychcentral.com/news/2012/06/30/schizo-
phrenia-may-be-immune-not-brain-disorder/41033.
html (3/9/2012).

2. Kuhn R (translated by Cahn CH): ‘Eugen Bleuler’s 
concepts of psychopathology’. History of Psychiatry, 
2004; 15:361–366

3. Edward Shorter, A History of Psychiatry: From the Era 
of the Asylum to the Age of Prozac (NY: John Wiley and 
Sons, 1997), 246.

4. Shorter, op.cit., 255.
5. Stated by the American Journal of the Medical 

Association (JAMA) in an article entitled ‘Effectiveness 
of Phenothiazines in Schizophrenia’, JAMA. 1964;187 
(11): 852-852.

There are several classes of anti-
psychotic medications used to help those 
with the disease and it often takes time 
to find the most suitable one. Though 
there may be residual aberrations 
of thought, many suffering from this 
disease are now able to lead relatively 
normal lives – a state of affairs totally 
unimaginable a century ago.

wanda skowronska is a registered psychologist 
who works as a counsellor in inner city schools in 
Sydney. 

Chlorpromazine which a surgeon 
named Henri Laborit (1914-1995) used 
experimentally to alleviate shock, also 
suggesting its calming effects may have 
some psychiatric uses. 

He persuaded leading psychiatrists 
of France’s Sainte Anne hospital, Jean 
Delay and Pierre Deniker to give it to 
some patients with schizophrenia.To 
their amazement, many agitated patients 
with long histories of mental illness were 
calmed to such an extent that they were 
able to engage in conversation. Some 
were even discharged. The calming 
effect was also accompanied by a noted 
reduction of delusional thinking. 

While the role of dopamine was 
not fully understood in the early 
1950s when the drug was first used, 
Chlorpromazine, which reduced 
the uptake of dopamine, initiated a 
revolution in psychiatry, similar to the 
introduction of penecillin in general 
medicine. While not a ‘cure’, after 
thousands of years, here was a way 
of alleviating the major symptoms of 
psychotic disorders. 

Chlorpromazine and its successors 
were called ‘antipsychotic’ drugs. Their 
presumed effect relied on their ability to 
block dopamine receptors, arising from 
the’ dopamine hypothesis’ – that is, that 
schizophrenia developed as a result of 
excessive dopamine activity. 

An English psychiatrist Henry Rollin 
who worked at a huge asylum in Epsom 
said that chlorpomazine ‘tore through 
the civilized world like a whirlwind 
and engulfed the whole treatment 
spectrum of psychiatric disorders’.4 
A study reported in 1962 stated that 
‘Under carefully controlled double-
blind conditions, 344 schizophrenic 
patients, newly admitted to a hospital 
were treated with either chlorpromazine 
(Thorazine), thioridazine hydrochloride 
(Mellaril), fluphenazine hydrochloride 
(Permitil, Prolixin), or a placebo. Ninety-
five per cent of the patients receiving 
the phenothiazines showed some 
improvement.’5 

The era of the era of pharmacology 
in the treatment of psychiatric disorders 
had begun and has continued to 
this day. In our times there has been 
much progress made in understanding 
the role of various medications on 
faulty neurotransmitters involved in 
schizophrenia and in alleviating side 
effects. 
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MASTERING NATURE

SHOULD LIKE to put it in this way: there 
are two ways of looking at man’s mastery 
of himself. Man can become master of his 
nature by imposing the law of reason — of 
reason aided by grace — on the universe of 

his own inner energies. That work, which in itself is 
a construction in love, requires that our branches be 
pruned to bear fruit: a process called mortification. 
Such a morality is an ascetic morality.

What rationalism claims to impose upon us today is 
an entirely different morality, anti-ascetic, exclusively 
technological. An appropriate technique should permit 
us to rationalize human life, i.e., to satisfy our desires 
with the least possible inconvenience, without any 
interior reform of ourselves. What such a morality 
subjects to reason are material forces and agents 
exterior to man, instruments of human life; it is not 
man, nor human life as such. It does not free man, it 
weakens him, it disarms him, it renders him a slave to 
all the atoms of the universe, and especially to his own 
misery and egoism. What remains of man? A consumer 
crowned by science.

Technique is good — mechanics is good. I 
disapprove of the spirit of archaism which would 
suppress the machine and technique. But if mechanics 
and technique are not mastered, subjected by force to 
the good of man, that is to say entirely and rigorously 
subordinated to religious ethics and made instruments 
of an ascetic morality, humanity is literally lost.”

— Jacques Maritain [1882-1973] French Philosopher, converted to Catholicism 
in 1906. From his “The Dream of Descartes” [1931].
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What really irritates me is those who forgive the Church, not for the failings of some of 
its members and ministers and hierarchy, but for its very doctrines and Tradition and 

character. Those, in other words, who forgive the Church for being Catholic.

Wh y I A M No T ‘STILL A CATh o LIC’
By Maolsheachlann O Ceallaigh

O F T E N  B R O W S E 
the re l ig ion shelves of 
bookshops, and there is 
a particular title, recently 
publ i shed ,  tha t  a lways 
makes me grit my teeth. It is 
Remaining a Catholic After the 

Murphy Report.
As a matter of fact, there are a 

whole genre of similar books. Recalling 
the title Why I am Still a Catholic, I 
looked for it on Amazon just now 
and found that several books of that 
title have been published. There is 
also an Irish book called What Being 
Catholic Means to Me, which—though 
its title is unobjectionable—contains 
essays (written by various luminaries) 
pregnant with the whole atmosphere 
that reeks from a title like Why I am Still 
a Catholic. 

What is that atmosphere, you ask me?
I think the word ‘supercilious’ sums 

it up best. Though perhaps I would be 
better off being blunt and calling it 
pride. I haven’t read any of the several 
books called Why I Am Still a Catholic, 
and I may be maligning all their 
authors, but the title suggests that the 
authors believe the Church is lucky to 
keep them, that the Church doesn’t 
quite deserve their continued loyalty, 
that their refusal to apostasize is a sign 
of heroic forbearance and patience and 
sacrifice.

Would anyone write an article called 
Why I Still Love my Wife, or Why I Still 
Love my Children?

Permit me here to make the ritual 
protestations of horror at clerical child 
abuse. Of course, outrages such as 
those chronicled in the Murphy Report 
should be a source of lacerating shame 
for the Irish hierarchy and laity. But, 
equally of course, they don’t make a 
whit of difference to the truth or falsity 

of the Church’s doctrine, any more than 
a doctor abusing his patient would 
make medicine a pseudoscience.

And yet, although I think the 
damage that sex abuse has done to 
Irish Catholicism is grossly overstated—
to be blunt, I think it is often little 
more than a flag of convenience for 
those who were lukewarm in their 
convictions already—I have some 
sympathy for those whose faith is 
sincerely shaken by these outrages. I 
can understand (though I do not agree 
with) the reasoning by which someone 
would decide that the Church cannot 
be infallibly guided by the Holy Spirit 
if some of its anointed ministers have 
perpetrated such horrors. Of course, 
to think this is to forget that God’s 
church is made of living stones, that 
He never abrogates human freedom for 
the sake of His designs, and that even 
one of Our Saviour’s closest disciples 
committed an unspeakable betrayal.

Still, as I say, I have some sympathy 
for those who feel this way, for those 
who would describe themselves as ‘Still 
Catholic’ because of the abuse scandals.

What really irritates me is those who 
forgive the Church, not for the failings 
of some of its members and ministers 
and hierarchy, but for its very doctrines 
and Tradition and character. Those, in 
other words, who forgive the Church 
for being Catholic.

I have a confession to make. A 
confession that might shock those 
people who declare, with a virtuous air, 
that they are Still Catholics despite the 
Church’s ‘negative view of sex’, or its 
‘homophobia’, or its ‘rigid hierarchical 
thinking’, or its supposed ‘pomp and 
splendour’.

I like pretty much everything about 
the Catholic Church. I don’t ‘struggle’ 
with accepting any of it.

I like that the Church allows us an 
opportunity for loyalty, humility and 
deference, in a world where advertisers 
and politicians and psychologists and 
spiritual gurus of all stripes compete 
to flatter us, and to assure us that our 
problems are not our own fault, but the 
fault of The System, or Society, or our 
parents, or some other culprit.

I like calling a priest ‘Father’, 
submitting to the wisdom of the 
Magisterium, and accepting that one 
lifetime and one blob of cerebral tissue 
isn’t enough to attain timeless Truth.

I like that the Church insists on 
celibacy for its priests, and that there 
are men who are willing to witness 
to their faith in Christ by making such 
an enormous sacrifice. I admire any 
man who does so, even those whose 
orthodoxy leaves something to be 
desired.

I like that the Church is willing to 
defy our era and declare unabashedly 
that homosexuality is wrong—not 
because I sit in judgement on those 
who are attracted to their own sex, 
or because I doubt that many people 
are born this way, or because I think 
that they are bad people. But because 
I don’t think anybody really believes 
that romantic love between two men 
is on a par with romantic love between 
a man and a woman, or that there is 
not something unique and timeless 
and sacramental in the harmony of 
opposites that is the love between male 
and female. I always suffered from 
the cognitive dissonance that our era 
imposes on us by having to pretend 
otherwise, by having to rebuke an all-but 
universal moral intuition as an irrational 
phobia. I suspect I am not the only one.

I like that the Church prohibits 
contraception. It seems grotesquely 
incongruous to me that the lifestyle of 

on BEing CatholiC
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sexual liberation—which purports to 
be so wild and unfettered and heady 
and, above all, natural—can ultimately 
rely upon little pills and latex sheaths. 
It is the Church’s teaching on sex that 
is really romantic and heady—the 
acceptance that lovemaking is reserved 
for those who have crossed the Rubicon 
of marriage, who have committed to 
each other irrevocably, and who do not 
grudge the natural consequences of their 
love’s consummation—those, in other 
words, who are giving it everything. 
The world’s ideal of sex seems lily-

livered and puny compared to that of 
Catholicism.

I like that the Church ordains only 
men to the priesthood—not because 
I think women are any less wise, or 
less capable of heroic virtue, or less 
competent than men in any other way, 
but because I feel sure God made us 
male and female for a reason—a reason 
that goes far deeper than biology, a 
reason of cosmic significance. I am 
content not to understand that reason. 
No, more than content—I am happy to 
feel the weight of the mystery. 

I like that bishops wear mitres 
and carry croziers, that priests wear 
chasubles, that many churches blaze 
with colour and splendour and 
ornament, and that even the plainest 
will contain some fragments of visual 
poetry—statues, tabernacle, altar. We 
live in a utilitarian age, one that draws 
a ruthless line between function and 
beauty. Soldiers wear khaki, workplaces 
are monstrosities of glass and concrete, 
and suburbs full of identical houses 
stretch for mile upon mile upon mile. 
Our discussions, in boardroom and 
parliament and newspaper columns, 
resolve around efficiency and cost-
effectiveness and usefulness. Everything 
has been streamlined. Utilitarianism 
has carried all before it—everywhere 
except in the Catholic Church. Within 
its cathedrals and chapels and oratories, 
beauty still has a serious purpose, beauty 
still matters, beauty is indispensable.

‘How can a Church preach the 
doctrine of Christ while luxuriating in 
splendour and ostentation?’, its critics 
ask. Well, one reason is that the poor, 
too, crave beauty and ceremony and 
grandeur—and where else will they get 
it, where can they actually participate 
in it, except in a cathedral, or on a 
pilgrimage to the Vatican?

I like that the Church mediates 
between God and me. Some people 
think we should take a direct line to 
God and we shouldn’t need anybody 
coming between Him and us. I don’t. 
I think God likes mediation. He could 
have invented us all from nothing, but 
instead we all have mothers and fathers 
who gave us the gift of life, and lines 
of ancestors stretching back untold 
millennia. I prefer it that way. He could 
have made us self-sufficient monads, but 
instead He contrived this world so that 
we need to get food and knowledge and 
company from others—very sensibly, I 
think. 

Christ chose to appear to a particular 
group of people at a particular moment, 
so that the vast majority of Christians 
would receive their knowledge of him 
from others. Even when he spoke to 
Saul of Tarsus on the road to Damascus, 
he didn’t simply cram him with all the 
knowledge he would need. He sent 
Ananias to induct him into the Christian 
fellowship, and to restore his sight.

Why do we cherish stories, like The 
Karate Kid, about masters and disciples? 
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call for radical ‘renewal’ in the Church 
would consider me otiose, complacent, 
brainwashed. They might even call me a 
sheep.

But I don’t mind that too much. 
After all, Our Saviour never used that 
comparison as a slur, did he? 

Maolsheachlann O Ceallaigh is the founder of 
the GK Chesterton Society of Ireland and is a 
revert to the Catholic faith from atheism. He 
currently resides in Dublin Ireland. To learn 
more about Maolsheachlann’s work with the GK 
Chesterton Society of Ireland please visit their 
website.  Reprinted from permission from The Irish 
Chesterton Society  blogspot.

I like thinking of all the millions of 
very different men and women, all over 
the world and all through the centuries, 
who spoke the same prayers that I speak 
today, who meditated upon the same 
mysteries of the Rosary, who recited 
the same Creeds, who partook of the 
same Eucharist. I cherish the spiritual 
communion with all those souls. I don’t 
see how watering down that continuity 
makes the Church, somehow, belong 
more to The People.

No doubt the Still Catholics who 
trudge reluctantly to Mass and who 

Because we recognize there is something 
uniquely tender and touching and 
joyous in that bond; because we feel 
growth and discovery and flourishing 
should not be something impersonal, 
but something that happens between 
individuals. We even feel that it means 
more when it is a difficult, tentative 
process. The Karate Kid learning his 
stuff from an old book would seem 
somehow less meaningful.

I like that the Church requires a 
spoken confession of sins to a priest, 
even though I find this incredibly 
difficult and embarrassing and 
intimidating. God forgiving my sins 
through a wordless, silent, invisible 
process seems somehow banal and 
anti-climactic. That they should be 
forgiven at all is astounding and 
gratuitous enough. How could I wish 
for it to be any easier? And—though 
confession is a mystical sacrament and 
not a psychological coping mechanism—
where is the catharsis in a purely mental 
confession?

I like saints. I like reading about 
Marian apparitions. I like relics. I like 
shrines. I like feasts. I even like fasts 
(especially when they’re over).

I like homilies. I like candles glowing 
before shrines. I like the poetry of names 
like Jesus and Ezekiel and Isaac and 
Melchizedek.

I like ritual, for its own sake—I 
believe ritual expresses something, enacts 
something, that mere words or thoughts 
never could. I’ve noticed that people 
tend to make rituals of the things they 
love—even if it’s something like sitting 
down to a cup of tea and a coffee slice 
before opening their favourite magazine 
each week.

I liked John Paul the Second. I like 
Pope Benedict the Sixteenth even more.

I even like the penumbral, cultural 
aspects of Catholicism-- things that 
aren’t strictly Catholicism itself but 
that seem imbued with its spirit. I like 
little devotional magazines with covers 
showing cornfields and daffodills 
and stone walls, magazines that mix 
meditations on the Gospels with 
household tips and trivia about The 
Great Wall of China. I like gently-
coloured hoIy pictures. I even like 
programmes like A Prayer at Bedtime. I 
don’t like any of those things ironically 
or knowingly, nor do I consider them 
kitsch. I like them for what they are.
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Across Clues
1. The Lord’s Prayer (Latin)  (5,6)
9. Disregarded (7)
10. Fourth Pope and Saint (7)
11. Divine gifts (9)
12. The father of Jacob and Esau (5)
13. Removes dirt from (6)
15. Ethics (6)
19. In Greek mythology, the wife of 

Oceanus (6)
20. A type of hat (6)
24. Mother-in-law of Ruth (5)
26. Book containing a series of questions 

and answers on religious doctrine (9)
27. A native or inhabitant of Anjou (7)
28. To rest upon (7)
29. One of the twelve apostles (11)

Down Clues
1. & 18. The fiftieth day after Easter (9,6)
2. Rotates (5)
3. A placental mammal (6)
4. A special event (8)
5. Gilbert and Sullivan operetta (3,6)
6. To feel regret for (3)
7. A dark grey rain-bearing cloud (6)

8. Thickset; sturdy (6)
14. Gun dog (9)
16. Relatives by marriage (4-2-3)
17. Plant bearing white, blue, or pink 

fragrant flowers (8)
18. See 1 down
21. To use corrupt practices such as bribery 

or blackmail (6)
22. To walk about in a leisurely manner (6)
25. Fatty part of milk (5)
27. A male cat (3)
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MEDIA MATTERS
By James murray

Marred david 

Sometimes the 24/7 news-cycle moves so 
quickly it seems to match the warp-speed of the 
spaceship Enterprise, that is, it makes things vanish 
before there has been time to examine them fully. 

Case in point: David Marr’s Quarterly Essay, 
Political Animal: The Making of Tony Abbott (Black 
Inc A$19.95, NZ$26). For a couple of news cycles 
it dominated discussion not least when Emma 
Alberici performed a pas de deux with Marr on the 
ABC’s Lateline so adroit that it inspired thoughts 
of Margot Fonteyn and 
Rudolf Nureyev in Romeo and 
Juliet. 

Yet almost at vanishing 
point, Marr was front-paged 
in The Australian complaining 
that coverage had been 
confined to what was by then 
the Abbott wall-punching 
allegation. Marr added that 
he had been accused of 
being anti-Catholic, a remark 
that his interlocutor, Dennis 
Shanahan, let speak in its 
own defence.

Marr’s main complaint 
has merit. His more than 
30,000-word essay has left 
only the dubious allegation 
behind. Dubious? Strangely, 
given that fisticuffs are not 
unknown among hacks, no 
comment sighted by your 
correspondent analysed 
the allegation, made by rival student politician 
Barbara Ramjan that Abbott had put his face 
close to hers and punched a wall on either side 
of her head.

Two punches, therefore, delivered when face 
to face. Right and left jabs? Or two rights or two 
lefts, meaning the second punch would have had 
to be a left cross. And what of the wall between 
this quarrelsome Pyramus and Thisby? If it was 
fibre-board or wood-panelling, two punches 
might be possible. But two punches on brick or 
stone? Doubtful. Flat-handed slaps maybe.

Intriguingly Marr quotes Peter FitzSimons 
on Abbott the university rugby union player 
(throughout Marr relishes the term ‘rugger 
bugger’). FitzSimons is reputed to have been an 
on-field knuckleman. Did Marr put to him the 
plausibility of the wall punches as against, say, 
scrum punches?

There is an alternative explanation. Marr 
acknowledges the work of his ‘ferocious’ researcher 
Rebecca Giggs. Did she get the wall punch 
allegation from Barbara Ramjan? Did Marr accept it 
without the kind of forensic checking he displayed 

working with Anne Summers 
on The National Times?

In Company of Heralds, 
Gavin Souter gives an 
example of this forensic 
approach with a reference, 
first to a 1976 report by Bruce 
Stannard and Bruce Hanford 
on sexual practices in Ingham, 
Queensland, second to a 
1977 Summers-Marr report, 
‘on the sexual mores of some 
undergraduates at St. Paul’s 
College University of Sydney.’ 

Souter writes that on 
both assignments there 
were serious arguments 
between the reporters on the 
interpretation of evidence. 
He quotes Summers as 
writing later: ‘…In each case 
we decided that writing our 
disagreement into the story 
was the fairest way of dealing 

with the situation… In each case I believed the 
women and my male colleagues were more inclined 
to either believe the men or at least be sceptical 
towards the women’s stories.’   

What of Barbara Ramjan, particularly in relation 
to the sub-allegation that Abbott has difficulties 
relating to women, not an uncommon trait? At 
this writing, Ramjan has not come forward to 
show the location of the alleged incident (surely 
a plaque would be in order?) In default, this is 
another example of a putative victim being granted 
discretion while the accused is exposed. 

Forgotten 
Genius

REMBRANDT WAS relegated 
to near oblivion for over 

100 years after his death, so too 
was this to be Bouguereau’s fate 
[see ‘In Praise of Angels’ p.3]. 
One of the most famous stories 
about Rembrandt concerns his 
painting Night Watch. After his 
death, no one wanted it. Finally, 
a gymnasium agreed to hang it 
on their back wall if the top foot 
of the painting would be cut off 
so it would fit. Today, this artistic 
masterpiece is known only in a 
mutilated form.

— The great 20th century Art Scam:  
www.artrenewal.org
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One other question lingers. Is Marr’s essay 
truly an essay? The great essayists: Montaigne, 
Swift, Hazlitt, GK Chesterton and Christopher 
Hitchens revealed something of themselves. David 
Marr reveals little, though there is a touching 
reference to his boyhood days at ‘Gordon public’, 
presumably to distinguish him from Abbott’s days 
at privileged Riverview. No mention of Marr’s 
time at the rival Church of England establishment 
known as Shore. 

Not that Marr is a dull dog. He is a very sharp 
truffle hound with a keen nose for the truth of the 
adage, ‘old enough to be new’, attributed by some 
to the late Murray Sayle, and a valid reason for 
including the Abbott punch allegation though not 
an excuse for failing to cross-check it.

If not an essay, what? It is a pamphlet or 
possibly, given Marr’s legal training, a solicitor’s 
brief – a leftish prosecutorial brief. Thus 
Marr makes much of BA Santamaria and the 
DLP influence on Abbott’s political activities 
while a student at the University of Sydney. 
Marr’s summation of these activities is that 
they were anti-Communist. Fair call but not 
fair enough. Marr might have added that the 
Venona transcripts have shown that Australian 
Communists were in treasonous, covert alliance 
with the Soviet Union, one of the mightiest death-
dealing regimes in history. 

Which makes it all the more remarkable that 
Abbott should have decided to talk to Marr on 
and off the record. Marr does write that he asked 
Abbott why he wanted the job of Prime Minister, 
and adds: ‘He had an answer but he won’t let me 
say what it was.’ 

Give that guy a Walkley for the best non-quote 
of the year. Essentially the final third of Marr’s 
work is what’s called in the trade a ‘cuttings job’ a 
re-write of previously published material. So deftly 
does Marr handle this that it inspires the thought, 
‘bubble and squeak’ after the dish of cold spuds 
and cabbage fried together. Marvellous grub 
though it must be said that occasionally, as in his 
Quarterly on Kevin Rudd, Marr’s anger provides 
the squeak, and a sauce of contradiction; he can 
use the world ‘vicious’ about BA Santamaria and 
describe Peter Costello as ‘infinitely gutless’. 

Marr is one of the nation’s most celebrated 
public intellectuals not merely the duster of the 
Patrick White Nobel laurels. The editor of the 
Quarterly Essay, Chris Felk, should commission 
someone to write a Marr Quarterly. But who? 
There’s always Bob Ellis (desribed by Marr as 
‘the portly raconteur’); if protected from his own 
exuberance by a clutch of lawyers, Ellis could 
speak to Marr’s student activities and the outcome 

of his helping to free the convict playwright Jim 
McNeil to enliven the private lives of Sydney’s 
culturatti. 

Spinning tops

Always inspiring to be part of a chime of ideas. 
Scarcely had last month’s suggesting here that the 
$150 million spent on government spin-doctoring 
be cut than Business Council of Australia chief 
executive Jennifer Westacott blamed political 
staffers for what ails the economy and called for a 
halving of their number. 

‘Your authority has been undermined by 
political gatekepers often with little expertise and 
no accountability,’ she told more than 800 public 
servants in Melbourne.  

As a result of her speech, the first leader of The 
Australian (Sept 24) described political staffers as 
‘an influential cohort that usually escapes scrutiny.’

Touch of irony there. The spin-doctor engine 
is reciprocal. News Limited staffers (like those 
of Fairfax) join governments as spinners in 
significant numbers and return as reporters and 
commentators. Surely one of them could provide 
an insider report on that influential cohort?

Lee way

Ex-politician now columnist Peter Costello 
has not elaborated sufficiently on his remark, 
‘Demography is destiny.’  He should get together 
with Lee Kuan Yew, founder of the 20th century’s 
most (only?) successful city-state, Singapore.

Lee has decried the low birth rate among what 
he called Singapore’s original inhabitants.  Unclear 
from reports whether he meant original in relation 
to his transformative ascendancy after Singapore 
broke away from the Federation of Malaysia.

Ironically part of the Lee transformation was 
the Family Planning and Population Board which 
in the Sixties and Seventies promoted a ‘Stop at 
Two’ project later modified to ‘Three if you can 
afford it’.  Singapore’s Chinese originals, possibly 
confused by the options, appear to have simplified 
matters by not having any children.

In any case, this is not a problem for Australia 
as Costello could point out; its original inhabitants 
increase in numbers.  Perhaps it will be their 
destiny, reversing the saying of the late Daisy 
Bates (born O’Dwyer in Tipperary), to soothe the 
dying pillows of the descendants of the original 
white Australians settlers.

Rinehart thunder

Marvellous to hear Fairfax Media’s key 
shareholder Gina Rinehart rehearse what could 
yet be the message of editorials in The Age, The 

JN119814 Annals September 2012.indb   30 2/10/12   2:39 PM



Ann Als Austr Al AsiA  31  september 2012

Sydney Morning Herald and The Financial Review 
(or any permutation of them). 

Her reference to labour costs in the African 
mining industry – two dollars a day – resonated 
like a mighty line from an editorial in The Times 
back when it was nicknamed The Thunderer.  

No doubt Rinehart, should she gain control 
of Fairfax, would be the beneficiary of judicious 
sub-editing to ensure greater balance such as 
labour costs in the resources industries of the 
Scandinavian countries. 

There, the rich grow richer while 
accommodating themselves to the fact of tax 
levels high enough to provide welfare for 
their compatriots; they know that in the end 
compatriots, richer and 
poorer, are responsible 
for the enduring identity 
and defence of a nation.   

Bauer buys 

The $500 million 
sale of relics of what 
used to be Australian 
Consolidated Press by 
Nine Entertainment 
to Germany’s Bauer 
Media Group was widely 
covered. Nine boss David 
Gyngell described the 
sale price as a ‘good 
de-leveraging number’, 
not a piece of lingo he 
would have learned surfing out the back at Bondi; 
the sale was a further sign that debt reduction not 
star glitter is a pre-occupation of Nine’s various 
debt-controllers.

No mention in coverage of what the most 
valuable factor in the ACP-Nine Network nexus: 
mutual cross promotion. This goes back to 
foundation days and has intensified in recent 
years. Will it continue under new boss Yvonne 
Bauer? Or will she boost magazine circulations by 
hiring critics to assess Nine’s programming purely 
on its merits?  

Coup echo   

Just when you begin to think the vacuous 
cliché about history taking its course is prevailing, 
enter Lindsay Tanner, ex-Labor Finance Minister. 
He promised not to provide commentary on 
politics, particularly Labor politics following his 
decision to resign from federal parliament after 

the coup de caucus in which Julia Gillard deposed 
first-term PM Kevin Rudd. 

Tanner has always insisted that his resignation 
was post hoc not propter hoc, and technically he 
has not provided regular commentary as Peter 
Costello, Peter Beattie and other ex-pols do. 

Tanner does, however, make an exception 
when he has a book to plug as he did with his 
new opus, Politics with Purpose, the subtitle of 
which avoids the word commentary. Nonetheless, 
he views the coup and criticises those who 
participated and subsequently made denigration 
of Rudd the rationale for the coup. 

 What an operator. He showed his stuff when 
interviewed by Leigh Sales on the ABC’s 7.30. Her 

speed of question rate would 
make a Maxim gun sound like 
a flintlock musket. Yet she did 
not get round to asking Tanner 
whether he would make a 
comeback if there was a Rudd 
restoration.  

Invisible Gaslands

 Protests multiply against the 
profit-driven activities of the gas 
fracking industry. But what has 
happened to the most potent 
weapon against those activities: 
the documentary Gaslands. It was 
commended in these pages last 
year for the way it showed US 
industry bosses being brought to 

bay before congressional hearings.
Yet no clips, as might have been expected, have 

been sighted on ABC or commercial television. 
Perhaps Senator Bill Heffernan could ask a 
question to establish what has happened.  

Rimsha free

Floods of bigotry rise. One twig of justice 
is reported: the acquittal of Rimsha Masih, 14, 
charged with blasphemy in Pakistan. Her acquittal 
was partly the result of witnesses testifying that 
her accuser Khalid Chisti had put leaves from the 
Koran on a fire to support his case that Rimsha, 
member of a Christian family had burnt a Koran. 
In addition the president of Pakistan’s Ulema 
Council, Hafiz Tahir Ashrafi, describing Rimsha 
as ‘Pakistan’s daughter’ urged her release. Kahlid 
Chisti’s reported motive? He aimed to evict 
Rimsah’s family from their home.   

©Austral-Media Pty Ltd 2012

Christian 
disunity

HAVE WE NOT all the same 
calling in Christ? Then why 

are we rending and tearing 
asunder the limbs of Christ, and 
fomenting discord against our 
own body? Why are we so lost 
to all sense and reason that we 
have forgotten our membership 
of one another?
— Pope St Clement of Rome, Letter to the 

Corinthians, 46,2-7.
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The strange case of Madalyn Murray O’Hair

h EATh EN RAMPANT 
By R. J. Stove

HE LATE Virginia-
b a s e d  c o l u m n i s t 
Joseph Sobran  once 
remarked that if a 
nuclear conflict were 
to erupt, The New 
York Times  would the 

following day run a banner headline: 
‘Nuclear War Breaks Out: Women and 
Minorities Hardest Hit.’ 

On 27 March 2011, The Age gave 
us a headline equally characteristic 
of itself: ‘Backlash as God forced into 
schools.’ 

Yes, let’s have a good cry: The 
Humanist Society of Victoria has 
wanted legal action taken against 
the state’s Education Department, 
claiming that non-religious believers 
in schools are – but of course – ‘being 
discriminated against.’ 

There’s that magic word, 
‘discrimination.’ It must be wonderful 
to be a Humanist Society of Victoria 
myrmidon, knowing that however 
childishly and degradingly you 
snivel, journalists will always give you 
favourable exposure.

What The Humanist Society of 
Victoria dares not tell you is precisely 
how religious education was, during 
the early 1960s, gradually banished 
from government schools in the US:  a 
purgation culminating in the bizarre 
1963 Supreme Court announcement 
that school prayer and school 
scripture classes somehow violated the 
Constitution. (The fact that Earl Warren, 
for most of his 1953-69 tenure as the 
Court’s Chief Justice, did not care 
two hoots for the Constitution except 
insofar as he could bend it to whatever 
statist whimsy he had decided to favour, 
was presumably considered irrelevant.) 

For any reader seeking further data 
on this topic, a 2005 biography by 
Ann R. Seaman can be recommended: 
America’s Most Hated Woman: The Life 
and Gruesome Death of Madalyn Murray 

O’Hair. Published by Continuum Press, 
the book remains readily available on 
Amazon, though to finish it requires 
a singularly strong stomach; and one 
must constantly be reminding oneself 
that the events which it depicts actually 
happened, rather than being simply 
some deranged fantasy out of William 
Faulkner. 

More than any other American 
individual of her or any earlier time, 
Madalyn Murray O’Hair (1919-
95) campaigned obsessively for 
institutionalised atheism. Before 
Christopher Hitchens, there was 
Richard Dawkins. But before Richard 
Dawkins, there was O’Hair, born in 
Pennsylvania of poor-white Presbyterian 
stock. 

In her early twenties O’Hair took 
up with a married Catholic lover, 
whose son William she bore. In her 
mid-thirties she bore another son, Jon, 
to another Catholic lover. 

Her other characteristics included 
the most thoroughgoing obscenity in 
conversation (or, rather, in monologue), 
and a level of physical violence so 
awe-inspiring that in addition to routinely 
unleashing it upon family members, she 
once assaulted – in a single memorable 
day – five Baltimore police officers.  

By this stage O’Hair, having long 
since abandoned Christianity in any 
form (with typical understatement 

she called Christ ‘the most despicable 
man in human history’), had acquired 
her real religion: 100-proof militant 
atheism, Marxist-Leninist label. 

After Khrushchev had sent in the 
tanks against Hungary’s uprising, 
O’Hair tried to defect, offspring in tow, 
to the USSR. She made it to Paris, but 
the Soviets were not complete lunatics. 
As might have been expected, they 
refused entry to her and to her sons. 
(This setback did not stop her from 
boasting that the news of Sputnik’s 
launch left her ‘aglow with joy’). 

Equally predictably, her Stateside 
Communist handlers always refused 
to let her become a formal Communist 
herself. In addition to realising the 
truth of Lenin’s general dictum 
‘One fellow-traveller is worth ten 
Party card-holders,’ they appreciated 
that so pathologically obnoxious a 
woman would cause them untold 
embarrassment if they let her run 
riot inside head office. Her fellow 
apparatchik Betty Friedan, a more 
demure proposition altogether – and 
one who packaged herself as some 
kind of intellectual – could be trusted 
to observe, if only through fatigue, 
occasional silence. The uncontrollable 
O’Hair could not.

Nonetheless, with O’Hair’s gift 
for maniacal, face-to-face bullying as 
a type of public relations (generally 
coupled with her frenzied litigiousness, 
which her biographer likens to a Rube 
Goldberg construct in its irrational 
complexity), she did at least as well 
without formal CPUSA membership as 
she could have done with it. 

The Kennedy administration, 
incurably hamstrung by JFK’s 
own Jeffersonian shibboleths – 
promulgated whilst electioneering – 
about ‘separation of church and state’, 
could hardly have reversed course on 
theological issues in 1963 even if the 
Chief Executive’s own religious spirit 

athEisM and ModErn PolitiCs
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had been as robust as St Ignatius 
Loyola’s.  

Sure enough, eight Supreme Court 
judges voted to support O’Hair’s anti-
school-prayer lawsuit, and only one 
voted against. Time magazine fell over 
itself to give O’Hair reverential notice; 
so, even less surprisingly, did Playboy 
in 1965. 

The very mention of  ‘God’ in a 
classroom context became illegal, 
although such other glorious 
manifestations of schooling 
enlightenment as condom vending 
machines, enforced Ritalin 
consumption, and massacres of 
students by other students lay still in 
the future.

What finally destroyed O’Hair was 
not her nymphomania, not her more 
or less complete inability to utter a 
sentence on even the most innocuous 
subject without using foul language, but 
her pathological greed. 

Very early in the piece she had 
found that large sums of money could 
be made from public atheism – at one 
stage her chat show ran on over 140 
cable TV systems simultaneously – and 
if her mailing lists’ supporters showed 
any reluctance to cough up charitable 
donations, the sound of O’Hair down 
the phone in full-on yelling mode would 
usually suffice to change their minds. 

Staff hired to run her media empire 
came disproportionately from the ranks 
of recidivists, preferably homicidal. Her 
first-born son William reported: ‘She got 
a sense of power out of having men in 
her employ who had taken human life.’ 

While David Waters, a typesetter by 
trade and O’Hair’s eventual nemesis, 
might have been deficient at first in 
the killing department, he had other 
impressive qualifications. Not only did 
he embezzle $54,000 from American 
Atheists (O’Hair’s own foundation), but 
he had been convicted for beating up 
his mother. 

With these sterling achievements 
on his résumé, Waters clearly counted 
as management material for organised 
heathenism. 

One  day in August 1995 O’Hair, 
her second son Jon, and O’Hair’s 
granddaughter Robin abruptly vanished 
from their home in Austin, Texas. They 
left behind them the family dogs, 
a typewritten note, and, curiously, 
O’Hair’s medicaments for diabetes. 

Please assist us by introducing Annals to relatives and friends. 
We need your support and we need new subscribers. 

Annals has the answer! Try it.

DONATIONS RECEIVED
FROM 04/01/12 to 09/01/12
Our sincerest thanks to the many subscribers to  
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but today as extinct as is belief in The 
Noble Savage and The Democratic 
Socialist. 

Still more notable is the manner in 
which O’Hair’s career path confirms 
the celebrated thesis of historian Paul 
C. Vitz: that the success of political and 
erotic revolutions has nothing to do 
with any objective righteousness in the 
causes espoused, and everything to do 
with the dysfunctional backgrounds of 
the causes’ leaders.   

What of O’Hair’s current 
Australian sound-alikes? What private 
psychodramas – unconnected with the 
smallest interest in a First Cause – are 
our leading local atheists acting out?  
Will we ever be allowed to know? Will 
we ever be allowed even to ask, before 
our absurd national libel laws shut 
down inquiry. 

While we are waiting for answers 
which we have every right to obtain, 
maybe we should turn our attention 
to pondering a possible answer which 
we can never obtain. In those last 
unspeakable seconds of Madalyn 
Murray O’Hair’s terrestrial life, did she 
remain faithful to her atheist creed? Did 
Screwtape greet her pilgrim soul with 
the words, ‘Well done, thou good and 
faithful servant’? 

For an authentic record of one such 
atheist’s response to these queries, we 
should contemplate the final world-
view in 1938 of Bolshevik boss Genrikh 
Yagoda. 

Alexander Orlov – author of The 
Secret History of Stalin’s Crimes, released 
in 1953 – reports that when Yagoda 
awaited execution in a Lubyanka cell, 
one of his NKVD interrogators turned 
the chat, on a sudden, to theology. The 
interrogator (in words which the author 
of Darkness at Noon would never have 
dared to invent) flatly asked Yagoda: 
is there a God? Orlov takes up the 
narrative:

‘Yagoda answered: “From Stalin 
I deserved nothing but gratitude 
for my faithful service; from God I 
deserved the most severe punishment 
for having violated His commandments 
thousands of times. Now look where 
I am and judge for yourself: is there a 
God, or not …”.’

R. J. Stove lives in Melbourne, edits the quarterly 
magazine Organ Australia, and is the author of 
César Franck: His Life and Times (Scarecrow Press, 
Maryland).

the United Secularists of America of 
$543,665.  

And O’Hair’s son William committed 
– at the age of thirty-three – what 
his mother viewed as something like 
the ultimate sacrilege: he apostatised 
from atheism to become not merely a 
Protestant Christian, but a clergyman.

Of this brief story (to which, 
perhaps, a Dostoyevsky alone could do 
justice), there are several morals rather 
than merely one. 

Notable is the demolition job which 
the tale inflicts on the very idea of 
that now-mythical creature, The Good 
Pagan: a pallid beast surviving – though 
not, alas, breeding – in genteel Anglo 
captivity during John Stuart Mill’s time, 

Certain employees later got anguished-
sounding but unspecific telephone calls 
from Jon and Robin. After a month, 
calls stopped.

Six years later, all three missing 
persons turned up on a Texas ranch. 
Well, portions of them did. Waters, 
on his own admission to investigating 
police, had slain the trio, after prudently 
obtaining their credit cards. He also 
killed an accomplice, Danny Fry. 

Waters, condemned to a twenty-year 
gaol term (he gave so much information 
on his crimes that the prosecution 
had not the heart to demand a death 
sentence), served little of it: cancer 
finished him in 2003. Before his 
incarceration he had sportingly relieved 
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Things people would never dream of saying about other groups,  
they’ll say without reserve about Catholics.

FREEDo M FRo M CATho LICISM
By Randall Smith

EVERAL WEEKS back 
a very sweet British 
woman informed me 
that she ‘just couldn’t’ 
r a i se  her  daughter 
Catholic because she 
cou ldn ’ t  r a i s e  he r 

daughter in a Church that prohibited 
contraception At the time, I thought 
this was a rather odd reason to choose 
a religion, and I still do, but I’ve now 
heard a story that beats hers. 

I know a young man who is 
heartbroken and devastated because his 
fiancée’s Catholic mother informed her 
daughter she would absolutely refuse to 
attend their wedding unless the couple 
agreed to use contraception. ‘I raised an 
intelligent, independent daughter,’ this 
woman insisted, ‘smart enough to get 
into [a prominent Ivy League School]. 
That daughter should be smart enough 
not to become enslaved to the rules of a 
bunch of old celibate white guys wearing 
dresses in Rome.’

Well, isn’t that nice? And so tolerant, 
too. 

I suppose we should pass over the 
obvious fact that a cassock is not really 
a ‘dress,’ any more than an African man’s 
traditional gown is a ‘dress.’ Would 
she have dared call an African ‘Grand 
Boubou’ a ‘dress’? Not likely if she sent 
her daughter to an ivy-league school. 
And as far as that goes, I suppose we’ll 
have to pass over the even-more obvious 
fact, to anyone who’s been there, that not 
everyone who works in the Vatican is a 
‘white guy.’ Would she have dared say: 
‘How can you listen to a bunch of old 
African and Asian and Latin American 
guys in Rome?’ Not likely. 

As for ‘celibate,’ well, I’ll give her that. 
But criticizing people who take advice 
from celibate priests in Rome about sex 
is like criticizing people who take advice 
from Tibetan monks about consumerism. 

Do people say: ‘Hey, how can you take 
advice from that Buddhist monk in Tibet 
about shopping; he doesn’t ever even go 
to the shopping mall’? No, they don’t. 
Why not? 

Well, because anti-Catholicism is 
one of the last acceptable prejudices 
in the country. Things people would 
never dream of saying about other 
groups, they’ll say without reserve about 

Catholics. And a degree of ignorance 
that would be downright embarrassing 
in other contexts – on the level of: ‘But 
don’t all black people eat watermelon?’ 
— will cause no public embarrassment 
whatsoever when the ignorant comment 
is about Catholics and Catholicism.

But here’s my question: Where’s the 
much-vaunted ‘tolerance’? Who’s forcing 
what on whom? Is it really the Catholic 
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priests in Rome who are ‘policing’ this 
young woman’s bedroom, or is it her 
mother? Who is the party willing to 
engage in a dialogue: the Magisterium 
whose members have written literally 
hundreds of well-reasoned pages on the 
topic; or the mother who in no uncertain 
terms condemns her daughter for being 
‘stupid’ for even thinking about not 
contracepting? 

St. Perpetua: Her heart  
knew a truer freedom

Catholics who agree with their 
Church’s teaching on this matter have 
to put up with this sort of ignorance and 
intolerance all the time. Ask any Catholic 
woman who’s been to an OB-GYN lately 
how often they take grief for refusing the 
prescription for contraceptives and how 
patronizing doctors will be when they 
encounter this ‘childish’ refusal. Ask any 
Catholic woman who’s been pregnant 
recently how her doctors have treated 
her when the issue of checking for birth 
defects comes up. 

Several women have asked me in 
the last few years whether it is really 
‘required by law’ that they undergo an 
amniocentesis to check for birth defects. 
No, I tell them, not yet. But doctors in 
many areas will insist on it, no doubt to 
shield themselves from lawsuits should 
the baby turn out to have ‘unwanted’ 
birth defects, rendering it an ‘unwanted’ 
birth.

Who exactly in these circumstances is 
really on the side of women’s freedom? 
Who is forcing women to do what they 
want them to do, and who is trying to 
convince women to make educated and 
responsible choices about their own 
fertility? Is the mother who refuses to 
go to her daughter’s wedding unless 
she promises to contracept allowing her 
daughter to make her own educated 
and responsible choice about her own 
fertility? Or is she choosing for her 
daughter from a position of alleged 
superiority? 

Why is it that ‘freedom’ for such 
people is always freedom from 
Catholicism? The freedom to be fully and 
authentically Catholic rarely shows up on 
the radar screen of such ‘tolerant’ souls.

I can remember when I announced 
to my own parents that I was going to 
become Catholic how scandalized and 
upset they were, and this from two 
people who had always insisted that, 

‘Any way is right if it’s right for you.’ 
Any way was ‘right,’ as it turned out, 
as long as it wasn’t the Catholic way. 
‘Freedom’ was always freedom from the 
sort of ‘constraints’ they didn’t favor, 
never freedom to be something distinct 

and really counter-culturally ‘different.’ 
Quite frankly, given the way they 

had raised me – to value ‘freedom’ 
and ‘autonomy’ above all else – I was 
tempted to hang up on them with self-
righteous indignation and say: ‘Who are 
they to question my decision?’ But there 
was that pesky commandment about 
honoring one’s father and mother. Ironic, 
isn’t it, that it was their values regarding 
freedom and autonomy that made me 
want to hang up on them, and it was the 
Catholic faith they despised that kept me 
on the phone.

It was clear to me then, and it remains 
clear to me to this day where true 
freedom resides. There are people who 
want to deny us that freedom, and here’s 
the real kicker: they want to do so in the 
name of freedom. 

Such people have been around for 
a long time. They’re the kind of people 
who advised St. Perpetua as she awaited 
execution: ‘Just refuse Christ in words; 
no one cares what you do in private.’ 

Hers was a heart that knew a truer 
freedom.

randall smith is associate professor of theology 
at the University of St. Thomas, Houston.  
© 2012 The Catholic Thing. All rights reserved. 

The Church 
is patient

How she has waited, the 
Church of Christ, all down the 

centuries, and with how little regard 
to the maxims of human prudence 
and human skill! not seizing her 
opportunity here and there, where 
circumstances seemed favourable; 
not trimming her sails to every 
passing breeze, but patiently 
issuing her invitation, and leaving 
grace to do its work. How many 
hopes she has seen fail, over how 
many apostasies has she wept; 
how she has seen the fashions of 
the world change about her, old 
creeds die down and new creeds 
replace them, the folly of yesterday 
turned into a the wisdom of today!

— Monsignor Ronald Knox, ‘The 
Fisherman,’ sermon published in The 

Tablet, 24 June 1939.
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Whereas in the past, Christians and Jews were projected as the principal  
non-Muslim enemies of Islam, the Shias are now projected as an e 

qually despicable enemy to be ruthlessly eliminated.

NEW WINDS o F JIh AD
By Bahukutumbi Raman

S TH E WOR LD 
observes the 11th 
a n n i v e r s a r y  o f 
the 9/11 terrorist 
strikes in the US 
H o m e l a n d ,  o n e 
hears less and less 

the pre-2001 calls of Al Qaeda for a 
global jihad against the Crusaders 
and the Jewish people and for the 
re-establishment of an Islamic Caliphate 
and one hears more and more calls for 
local jihads against local rulers and local 
enemies of Islam.

This is so whether it be in Pakistan 
or Yemen or Somalia, or Iraq or Algeria 
or Mali or Nigeria. Al Qaeda talks no 
more of the International Islamic Front 
formed by Osama bin Laden in 1998.

The call now is no longer for an 
international Caliphate. It is now for 
myriad Islamic States ruled according 
to the Sharia and for waging a jihad 
against what they look upon as the 
pollution of Islam by enemies of Islam 
masquerading as Muslims. Whereas in 
the past, the Christians and the Jewish 
people were projected as the principal 
non-Muslim enemies of Islam, the 
Shias are now projected as an equally 
despicable enemy to be ruthlessly 
eliminated.

One increasingly finds this growing 
anti-Shia dimension of the Sunni/
Wahhabi terrorist ideology in Pakistan. 
The Lashkar-e-Jhangvi (LEJ), an 
affiliate of Al Qaeda and the Taliban, 
which has been spearheading the jihad 
against the Shias in Balochistan, Karachi, 
Gilgit-Baltistan, Punjab and the Kurram 
Agency, has declared them wajib-ul-qatl  
meaning deserving of death.

Pakistan has had a long history of 
anti-Shia violence from its birth in 1947. 
In Afghanistan too, when the Taliban 
was in power before October 2001, 

there were brutal attacks on Hazara 
Shias. But this anti-Shia violence has 
now acquired an ideological approval 
and a religious sanction.

The worrisome development is that 
Pakistan’s elite and other so-called 
liberal sections, which occasionally 
even condemn the atrocities against the 
Balochs and the Ahmadias, have been 
silent on the atrocities against the Shias. 

Newspapers like the “Daily Times” of 
Lahore do draw attention to the anti-
Shia acts of terrorism, but large sections 
of the media are maintaining a silence.

Over 300 Shias are reported to have 
been massacred since the beginning 
of .this year, many of them dragged 
out of buses, lined up and shot dead. 
The so-called elite of Pakistan, barring 
some individual exceptions, has hardly 
protested.

The systematic and ruthless 
elimination of the Shias by the pro-Al 
Qaeda LEJ and the inaction of the State 
against the perpetrators are accepted 
as unavoidable by the elite and other 

liberal elements. The human rights of 
the Shias do not get the same support 
as the human rights of other minority 
groups.

A Lahore court granted bail to 
Lashkar-e-Jhangvi’s chief Malik Ishaq, 
who had been recently arrested by 
the police for instigating attacks on 
the Shias. The leniency of the court 
reminded one of a similar lenient 
attitude by the judiciary towards Hafiz 
Mohammad Sayeed of the Lashkar-
e-Toiba (LET) last year, when he was 
ordered to be released from police 
custody despite the evidence of his role 
in the organisation of the 26/11 terrorist 
strikes in Mumbai.

The increasing violence by pro-Al 
Qaeda elements in Pakistan has taken 
two forms----against the security forces 
by the Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) 
and against the Shias by the LEJ. These 
are Pakistani organisations dominated 
largely by Punjabi Sunnis and Sunni 
Pashtuns.

There has, however, been a decrease 
in violence against Pakistani targets 
and interests by the Arab-dominated Al 
Qaeda operating from North Waziristan 
and headed by Ayman al-Zawahiri, an 
Egyptian. 

After the death of Osama bin Laden 
(OBL) in the US raid on Abbottabad 
on May1/2 last year, the Arab Al Qaeda 
suffered one more major set-back 
on June 4,2012, when its No.2 and 
ideologue Abu Yahya al-Libi was 
killed in a US Drone strike in North 
Waziristan. His death was confirmed 
by Zawahiri in a special video message 
released on September 11, 2012, 
coinciding with the 11th anniversary of 
the 9/11 attacks in the US Homeland.
al-Libi was a cleric and a good religious 
motivator and his absence is being felt 
by Al Qaeda based in North Waziristan.

BaCkground BriEFing

Counter- 
productive

A  POPULAR topic for 
discussion on Arabic TV 

channels is the best strategy 
for conquering the West. It 
seems to be agreed that since 
the West has overwhelming 
economic, military and scientific 
power, it could take some time, 
and a full frontal assault could 
prove counterproductive. Muslim 
immigration and conversion are 
seen as the best path. 

— Anthony Browne, ‘The Triumph of the 
East,’ The Spectator, July 24, 2004.
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The repeated successes of the Drone 
Strikes are having an impact on Al 
Qaeda of North Waziristan, which has 
not been able to carry out any major 
strike in the West for nearly two years 
now.

Next to the Afghan and Pakistani 
Talibans, the LET and the LEJ, the most 
capable and lethal terrorist organisation 
today is the Al Qaeda of the Arabian 
Peninsula (AQAP).Its reach, motivation, 
reservoir of cadres for suicide terrorism 
and lethality  were demonstrated on the 
9/11 anniversary on September 11.

A car bomb targeting Yemeni 
Defence Minister Major General 
Muhammad Nasir Ahmad exploded 
outside the Prime Minister’s office in 
Sanaa , killing at least five bodyguards 
but the Minister reportedly escaped. 
The attack was reportedly in retaliation 
for  the death of AQAP’s No.2  Said 
al-Shehri, in an attack in eastern Yemen 
last week.

The AQAP, which is also called 
the Ansar al-Shria (Supporters of the 
Sharia), operates from Yemen. It used 
to be headed by Anwar al-Awlaki, a US 
citizen of Yemeni origin. After his death 
in a US Drone strike in September last 
year, it is reportedly led by Nasir al 
Wuhayshi, who was the chief of staff of 
OBL in Kandahar before 9/11.

The AQAP differs from Al Qaeda of 
North Waziristan of Afghan Mujahideen 
and OBL vintage in the following 
respects:

(a). It focuses its recruitment drive 
through the Net on young Muslims of 
non-Arab extraction who understand 
English.  Many young, non-Arab 
Muslims, including Pakistanis and 
members of the Pakistani diaspora in 
the West, are now believed to be going 
to the training camps of the Ansar in 
Yemen and not to the training camps 
of the old jihadi organisations of 
Afghan vintage in the Af-Pak region.

(b). It advises its supporters in 
different countries to adopt not the 
catastrophic or mass casualty terrorism 
favoured by OBL and his advisers, but 
a simplified form of jihad that could 
be easily or self-learnt, with the use of 
modus operandi such as assassinations 
of targeted individuals, driving a 
motor car over the target etc.

(c). It produces its propaganda and 
motivational literature in English and 
disseminates them through the Net.
The available details of the 

interrogation of the 18 Muslims 

arrested in Bengaluru, Hubli, 
Hyderabad and Maharashtra indicates 
more the influence of AQAP and 
the Ansar on their motivation and 
operational thinking than that of jihadi 
organisations of Afghan vintage.

The Al Qaeda of Afghan vintage was 
never able to win much influence over 
young Indian Muslims. The motivation 
of these 18 Muslims through the Net 
would indicate that the AQAP/Ansar 
may be having a greater impact on 
the minds of the educated and young 

members of our Muslim community 
proficient in English.

While continuing to keep up 
their watch on the Pakistani jihadi 
organisations, our intelligence agencies 
should pay more attention to the new 
winds of jihad from Yemen. 

BahukutumBi raman is Additional Secretary (retd), 
Cabinet Secretariat, Govt. of India, New Delhi, and, 
presently, Director,  Institute For Topical Studies, 
Chennai Chennai, and Associate of the Chennai 
Centre For China Studies. E-mail: seventyone2@
gmail.com  Twitter @SORBONNE75). 

Putting the conflict in Syria  
in its True Perspective

THE SERMONS [in the Saudi mosques] that call the youth to jihad in 
Iraq reek of anti-Americanism, but just as important, if not more so, they 

echo the old Wahhabi hatred of the Shia. War on America is now war on 
Shiism, and war on Shiism is war on America. Wahhabi fatwas continue to 
declare Shiism a heresy, but also por tray Shiism as a ‘fifth column for the 
enemies of true Islam ... The danger of the Shi’ite heretics to the region ... 
is not less than the danger of the Jews and Christians’ The war in Iraq has 
been viewed as the proof of ‘the strength of the bond between America and 
the Shi’ite heretics.’  The well-known Saudi Salafist cleric Saffar al-Hawali 
boycotted the national dialogue convened by Crown Prince Abdullah in 2003 
to protest Shia participation in it.  Another Saudi cleric, Abu Abdullah Ahmad 
al-Imran, described an important objective of the Zarqawi group as attacking 
the ‘symbol of heresy of the sons of al-Alqami’-the same Abbasid-era Shia 
vizier whom Saddam had invoked in order to suggest that the Shia had 
betrayed Iraq and Islam in the spring of 2003, just as they allegedly had 
centuries earlier, when the Mongols had swept down on Baghdad. On March 
2, 2004, when a series of bombs in Baghdad and Karbala killed some 143 
Shias who were commemorating Ashoura, a Kuwaiti Wahhabi cleric used his 
website to condemn this cher ished Shia holy day as ‘the biggest display of 
idolatry’ and accused Shias of forming an ‘axis of evil linking Washington, Tel 
Aviv, and the Shia holy city of Najaf to grab Persian Gulf oil and disenfran-
chise Sunnis.’ These sentiments were echoed by the Saudi Wahhabi cleric 
Nasir al-Umar, who accused Iraqi Shias of close ties to the United States 
and argued that both were enemies of Muslims everywhere. The language of 
Wahhabi ulama in Saudi Arabia echoes the anti-Shia vitriol of the Taliban in 
Afghanistan and extremist Sunni forces in Pakistan.

A grassroots outpouring of sympathy for the victims of September 11 
occurred on the streets in only two places in the Muslim world, both within 
days of the collapse of the twin towers and both among the Shia. The first 
was in Iran, where tens of thou sands snubbed their government to go into 
the streets of Tehran and hold a candlelight vigil in solidarity with victims of 
the attacks. The second was in Karachi, where a local party that is closely 
asso ciated with the city’s Shia broke with the public mood in Pakistan to 
gather in thousands to denounce terrorism.  What followed September 11 
in Afghanistan and Iraq has only strengthened these feelings. The Shia in 
Afghanistan, between 20 and 25 percent of the population, were brutalized 
by the Taliban. The constitution adopted in that country in 2003 has broken 
with tradition to allow a Shia to become president and to recognize Shia law. 
The Shia have come out from the margins to join the government 
and take their place in public life. The violent face of Sunni militancy in 
Itaq underscores the diverget paths that Sunni and Shia politics are taking.

— Vali Nasr, The Shia Revival, W. W. Norton & Company,  New York, 2006,  pp. 246, 251.
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MoviEsRuby Sparks

Clever. Witty. Touching. Offbeat. 
Funny. Co-directors Valerie Faris and 
Jonathan Dayton’s romantic comedy 
deserves a lexicon of compliments. The 
script is by Zoe Kazan who also stars 
in the title role. Opposite her is Paul 
Dano as Calvin, a writer suffering from 
second-novel block. 

On the advice of his psychiatrist 
Rosenthal (Elliott Gould), Calvin takes 
to writing on a typewriter. Not only 
does he conjure Ruby into his life, 
he finds he can control her simply by 
typing in the kind of behaviour he 
wants from her.

Magic! For some, it may be enhanced 
by the typewriter brand: Olympia, the 
legendary German machine, the post 
war versions of which were said to be 
made from Messerschmitt scrap.

From start to twist ending Kazan and 
Dano foxtrot a madcap duet. But this is 
no two-hander. Chris Messina does a 
neat turn as Calvin’s sceptical brother, 
Harry. Steve Coogan comes on as 
Langdon Tharp, a rival. Annette Bening 
plays Calvin’s artist Mom, Gertrude, 
surviving in that hippie paradise Big 
Sur, with Mort, a chain saw sculptor 
(Antonio Banderas).

Tonic fun. And original? Not totally. 
In Marc Forster’s comedy Stranger than 
Fiction, Will Ferrell played a taxman 
realising he is the creation of a writer 
(Emma Thompson) who is thinking 
of killing him. That was five years ago. 
In 1912, GB Shaw’s play Pygmalion, 
inspired by the centuries old myth of 
the sculptor-king whose love animated 
an ivory statue, inspired a showbiz 
industry. 

Despite this cavil, Ruby Sparks is a 
romantic comedy for all ages, ideal for 
older children to take their parents to 
and parents (or grandparents) to take 
their offspring. 

MHHHHSFFV. 

Argo

Director Ben Affleck stars in this 
fact-based thriller about a plan to 
rescue diplomats trapped in Teheran 
during the 1970s anti-Shah revolution. 

Historically the record shows that 
President Jimmy Carter lost office 
because of his overall handling of the 
crisis and because a military helicopter 
rescue went haywire before the 

eventual release of the hostages. 
Affleck plays Tony Mendez, a CIA 

exfiltration specialists involved in an 
alternative operation, codenamed Argo, 
and only recently declassified. It would 
defuse the plot to reveal details but 
Alan Arkin does wonders with the part 
of an irascible Hollywood producer 
co-opted to plan the operation.

Scenes of riots round the American 
embassy take on an added intensity in 
the context of recent murderous events 
in Libya and elsewhere. 

MHHHNFFV

360

Director Fernando Meirelles plaits 
a multi-strand thriller to illustrate how 
seemingly inconsequential decisions 
of commission and omission affect the 
lives of others.

And Meirelles assembled a splendid 
international cast to play his characters. 
They include Anthony Hopkins as 
a father searching for his missing 
daughter, Jude Law and Rachel Weisz 
as a husband and wife experiencing 
problems, Maria Flor as a rejected girl 
befriending a convicted sex offender 
(Ben Foster). 

Not an easy narrative. The premise 
of Peter Morgan’s deft script is summed 
up in the adage: ‘A wise man once said: 
if here’s a fork on the road take it. He 
failed to mention which way to turn.’ As 
a result the interconnections are made 
in Austria, France, Bratislava, the US 
and the UK.

Yet Meirelles orchestrates his 
connections in masterly fashion. 

MHHHHNFFV

Note: In what is an increasing trend, 
360 is not scheduled for general cinema 
release. At a date yet to be fixed it may 
be on sale under the Madman DVD 
label.

Killing Them Softly

Writer/director Andrew Dominik’s 
daffy title is a long hop from Cogan’s 
Trade, the George V Higgins thriller 
on which he based his script about 
mayhem after the robbery of a 
mob-sponsored poker joint. 

Brad Pitt leads as Jackie, a killer 
contracted by Driver (Richard 
Jenkins) to deal with the robbers. 
Pitt’s one-on-one scenes with James 
Gandolfini, another killer, his edge 
booze-dulled, resonate violence.

Ray Liottta does frozen-faced 
terror as Markie the poker-joint 
manager suspected with reason of 
having arranged the robbery. Andrew 
Dominick does capture something of 
the ironic, black comedy that Higgins, a 
Boston prosecutor, found in criminality. 
But where Higgins implies violence, 
Dominik makes its blatantly double-
barrelled. 

Dominick acknowledges that George 
V Higgins, one of America’s greatest 
crime novelists came to his attention 
on the internet relatively recently after 
a TV sighting of, The Friends of Eddie 
Coyle (1973 starring Robert Mitchum).

It may that his brief acquaintance 
caused him to fiddle with Higgins’s 
strongest elements: location and 
dialogue. He switches location from 
Boston to New Orleans and frames 
the action within Barak Obama’s first 
election campaign. He also gives us Ben 
Mendelsohn, playing a drug-befuddled 
robber, yelling, ‘mate’ and ‘bastard’ as 
if he’d escaped from Dominik’s first 
feature, Chopper.

Australians rightly criticise the 
Americanisation of their vernacular; 
shouldn’t they avoid the Ozification 
of American vernacular written by 
a master?Incidentally the movie has 
nine principal actors and 17 executive 
producers, producers and co-producers. 
There is surely another blackish comedy 
in this. Script on application.

MA15+ HHHNFFV

Lore

The title indicates the multi-level 
power of director Cate Shortland’s 

By James Murray
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movie about the dire aftermath of 
World War II; it is an abbreviation 
of Hannalore and can be read as sign 
that the work is based not on history 
but that version of it known as lore or 
folklore. 

In fact, Shortland and her co-writer 
Robin Mukherjee worked their script 
from The Dark Room, one of a collection 
of short stories by Rachel Seiffert about 
the tribulations of siblings of Nazi 
privilege abandoned by their guilty 
parents.

As Lore, the eldest sibling, Saskia 
Rosendahl gives a performance of 
tender, disciplined force, her only 
helper Thomas (Kai Malina) who 
carries Jewish identification. Will she 
accept his aid as, bartering for food 
with family jewellery, they traverse 
defeated Germany’s American Zone, at 
once devastated and idyllic, aiming to 
reach the haven of their grandmother’s 
house? 

Occasionally Shortland and her 
cinematographer Adam Arkapaw’s talent 
for graphic images leads them to shots 
that do not accord with the characters. 

The movie is an Australian-German 
co-production. Shortland speaks little 
German. It may be this that gives 
the movie its potent air of another’s 
nightmare from which we cannot wake. 
In the long list of anti-war films, this 
one is pre-eminent in showing that 
in total war (as promulgated by the 
Enlightenment’s militarist Karl Von 
Clausewitz) there is no glory only woe. 

MA15+HHHHNFFV 

Lawless

 Moonshine, bootleg whisky, drives 
the action of this backwoods thriller. 
It even, in a lift from Alexander 
Mackendrick’s Scots classic Whisky 
Galore, fuels a truck. 

It would be altogether too brutally 
fantastic had director John Hillcoat and 
scriptwriter Nick Cave not based it on 
The Wettest County in the World, a history 
by Matt Bondurant whose ancestors 
survived the US federal raids into 
Virginia’s Franklin County during the 
1920s Prohibition Era.

 The Bondurant brothers, Howard, 
Forrest and Jack are played by Jason 

Clarke, Tom Hardy and Shia LaBeouf. 
Tough? They come on as if pickled in 
moonshine at birth. Their nemesis is 
Special Deputy Charles Rakes (Guy 
Pearce), ready to break a neck without 
disturbing a hair of his slick, central 
parting.

Gary Oldman plays Jack Banner, a 
Chicago merchant of moonshine, with 
whom Jack and his buddy Cricket 
(Dane DeHann) set up an independent 
operation. Noah Taylor, as one of 
Banner’s henchmen, gets hit in the face 
with a long-handled shovel (hopefully 
rubber).

Women do intrude. Jessica Chastain 
as Maggie wins the attention of Forrest 
while Jack is taken with the demure 
preacher’s daughter Bertha (Mia 
Wasikowska).

 Overall Hillcoat, as in his outback, 
colonial epic The Proposition, gives the 
impression that if he were a painter 
he would slather his oils on using a 
bricklayer’s trowel. Cave? He stands by 
holding a bucket of blood and chanting 
a folksong. 

MHHHNFFV

Moonrise Kingdom

Auteur is overused to describe 
the creative authority of a director. 
In the case of Wes Anderson it fits 
like a bespoke suit. From his first 
feature, Bottle Rocket through The Royal 
Tennenbaums to The Darjeeling Limited 
the cartoon, Fantastic Mr Fox, Anderson 
deployed the camera to create characters 
and worlds that were his personal 
vision, at once realistic and surreal.

Anderson’s new comedy-drama 
presents his Romeo and Juliet variation 

Sound Familiar?

I RECENTLY watched a television program in which a woman described a 
baby squirrel that she had found in her yard. “And he was like, you know, 

‘Helloooo, what are you looking at?’ and stuff, and I’m like, you know, ‘Can 
I, like, pick you up?,’ and he goes, like, ‘Brrrp brrrp brrrp,’ and I’m like, you 
know, ‘Whoa, that is so wow!’ “ She rambled on, speaking in self-quotations, 
sound effects, and other vocabulary substitutes, punctuating her sentences 
with facial tics and lateral eye shifts. All the while, however, she never said 
anything specific about her encounter with the squirrel.

— Clark Whelton. “What Happens in Vagueness Stays in Vagueness.” City Journal vol 21. no. 1 
Winter, 2011.
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set on an island off the American 
coast in the 1960s before they began 
to swing and fray, if not break, their 
moorings with the past.

Suzy Bishop, 12, (Kara Hayward) 
lives with her parents (Bill Murray, 
Frances McDormand) and three 
brothers in the island’s lighthouse. 
She falls in love with her schoolmate 
Sam Shakusky (Jared Gilman) from 
the local foundling home. They run 
away together, she carrying a suitcase, 
he fully equipped with a Boy Scout 
backpack.

Consternation all round as the island 
community goes into search and rescue 
mode led police chief Captain Sharp 
(Bruce Willis) assisted by a chain-
smoking scoutmaster Ward (Edward 
Norton), and hindered by the scout 
commander (Harvey Keitel). The trio 
have joyful fun acting against their 
box-office stereotypes. Tilda Swinton 
enters as a social worker intent on 
giving Sam therapeutic shock treatment. 

Anarchic? Yes and no. Jason 
Schwartzman is cast as a narrator figure 
looking like a leprechaun who missed 
his way to the rainbow’s end. He hints 
at the true scope of Wes Anderson’s 
work, it appears to belittle the past 
but is satirising the pretensions of the 
present still permeated with the fatuous 
style of the Sixties. 

PGHHHHSFFV

Love is All You Need 

Director Susanne Bier does what 
many writers from Will Shakespeare 
to Woody Allen have done; she locates 
her romantic comedy in Italy. Piers 
Brosnan plays Philip, a millionaire. As 
a consequence of his son’s impending 
marriage in his Sorrento villa, he meets 
the bride’s mother, a hairdresser Ida, 
(Trine Dyrholm). 

This is Scandinavian take (co-written 
with Anders Thomas Jensen) so it is 
multi-lingual and the complications 
are broad spectrum. Phillip is a rigidly 
inconsolable widower. Ida wears a 
blonde wig, result of chemotherapy for 
breast cancer. Their common delight is 
lemons, he because they have made him 
rich, she because she uses them to make 
cakes for her oafish husband.

There are moments when Brosnan 
does concern or puzzlement, you could 
swear Bier is using outtakes from his 
other romantic comedy, Mama Mia. 

As for Trine Dyrholm, in her brightest 
moments — and they are many — she 
bears a charming resemblance to Jacki 
Weaver. 

The temptation to use the lemon 
to brand the movie is resisted with 
difficulty. 

MHHHNFFV

Safety Not Guaranteed

Three magazine hacks, the feminist 
Darius (Aubrey Plaza), the intern 
Arnau (Karan Soni) and would-be ace 
reporter Jeff (Jake Johnson) grab the 
fun opportunities in following up a 
small-print ad seeking people keen on 
time travel. 

Their assignment takes them to back-
block Seattle and the hideaway of the 
time traveller Kenneth (Mark Duplass). 

Working from Derek Connolly’s 
script, inspired by an internet post, 
director Colin Trevorrow draws 

interactive performances from Plaza, 
Soni and Johnson. The kingpin 
performance comes from Duplass whose 
gift is for wry mumble-grumble plus 
fantastic comic timing. 

Does time travelling occur? Enough 
to say that the Australians Rod Taylor 
and Guy Pearce achieved it on screen 
in 1960 and 2002 by following the 
instructions outlined by HG Wells in his 
1895 novel 

MHHHSFFV

Your Sister’s Sister

Writer/director Lynn Shelton, in 
a variation on the old eternal triangle, 
casts Emily Blunt and Rosemary DeWitt 
as half-sisters Iris and Hannah, one 
heterosexual the other lesbian, both 
offspring of an absent, womanising 
father. 

Mark Duplass is Jack, brother of 
Iris’s late boyfriend and her best friend. 
He comes between the sisters only 
to re-unite them, more closely after 
Hannah takes advantage of their casual 
acquaintance to get him drunk and 
herself pregnant.

The drama, made on a small budget, 
many of its scenes improvised, has its 
droll moments particularly from Duplass 
who again displays his gift for mumble-
grumble and timing.

If only it didn’t send the message 
(preach the secular sermon?) that any 
relationship can be worked out without 
consequence to any child involved. 

 The movie has a Seattle backwoods 
shack location. Too much to ask for 
at least sight of a couple of characters 
in what used to be considered a 
conventional and traditional marriage, 
say Ma and Pa Kettle.

M***NFFV

Official 
Classifications key

G: for general exhibit ion; 
P G : p a r e n t a l  g u i d a n c e 
r e c o m m e n d e d  f o r 
persons under 15 years ; 
M 15+: recommended for 
mature audiences 15 years and 
over; MA 15+: restrictions apply 
to persons under the age of 15; 
R 18+: Restricted to adults,  
18 years and over.

Annals supplementary 
advice

SFFV: Suitable For Family Viewing; 
NFFV: Not For Family Viewing.

Repress, Corrupt,  
Infiltrate

To reduce the influence of the churches on society, bring them under the 
bureaucratic control of the state, and transform them into instruments 

of policy, the Communists combined repression, attempts at corruption, 
and even infiltration of the church hierarchy. The opening of the archives, in 
Czecho slovakia for instance, has revealed that numerous priests and even a 
few bishops actively collaborated with the secret police. Were they perhaps 
trying to avoid a worse fate?

— The Black Book of Communism, Stephane Courteois, et alii, Harvard University Press,  
1999, p.409.
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On a grey day the larkspur looks like fallen heaven; the red daisies are really  
the red lost eyes of day; and the sunflower is the vice-regent of the sun

Th E GLo Ry o F GREy
By G. K. Chesterton

SUPPOSE THAT, taking this 
summer as a whole, people 
will not call it an appropriate 
time for praising the English 
climate. But for my part I will 
praise the English climate till 
I die-- even if I die of the 

English climate. There is no weather 
so good as English weather. Nay, in 
a real sense there is no weather at all 
anywhere but in England. 

In France you have much sun and 
some rain; in Italy you have hot winds 
and cold winds; in Scotland and 
Ireland you have rain, either thick or 
thin; in America you have hells of heat 
and cold, and in the Tropics you have 
sunstrokes varied by thunderbolts. 
But all these you have on a broad and 
brutal scale, and you settle down into 
contentment or despair. Only in our 
own romantic country do you have the 
strictly romantic thing called Weather; 
beautiful and changing as a woman.

 The great English landscape painters 
(neglected now like everything that is 
English) have this salient distinction: 
that the Weather is not the atmosphere 
of their pictures; it is the subject of 
their pictures. They paint portraits 
of the Weather. The Weather sat to 
Constable. The Weather posed for 
Turner, and a deuce of a pose it was. 

This cannot truly be said of the 
greatest of their continental models 
or rivals. Poussin and Claude painted 
objects, ancient cities or perfect 
Arcadian shepherds through a clear 
medium of the climate. But in the 
English painters Weather is the hero; 
with Turner an Adelphi hero, taunting, 
flashing and fighting, melodramatic 
but really magnificent. The English 
climate, a tall and terrible protagonist, 
robed in rain and thunder and snow 
and sunlight, fills the whole canvas 
and the whole foreground. I admit the 

superiority of many other French things 
besides French art. But I will not yield 
an inch on the superiority of English 
weather and weather-painting. Why, 
the French have not even got a word 
for Weather: and you must ask for the 
weather in French as if you were asking 
for the time in English. 

Then, again, variety of climate should 
always go with stability of abode. The 
weather in the desert is monotonous; 
and as a natural consequence the 
Arabs wander about, hoping it may 
be different somewhere. But an 
Englishman’s house is not only his 
castle; it is his fairy castle. Clouds and 
colours of every varied dawn and eve 
are perpetually touching and turning 
it from clay to gold, or from gold to 
ivory. There is a line of woodland 
beyond a corner of my garden which 
is literally different on every one of 
the three hundred and sixty-five days. 
Sometimes it seems as near as a hedge, 
and sometimes as far as a faint and 
fiery evening cloud. The same principle 
(by the way) applies to the difficult 
problem of wives. Variability is one of 
the virtues of a woman. It avoids the 
crude requirement of polygamy. So long 
as you have one good wife you are sure 
to have a spiritual harem. 

Now, among the heresies that are 
spoken in this matter is the habit of 
calling a grey day a “colourless” day. 
Grey is a colour, and can be a very 
powerful and pleasing colour. There is 
also an insulting style of speech about 
“one grey day just like another” You 
might as well talk about one green tree 
just like another. 

A grey clouded sky is indeed a 
canopy between us and the sun; so is 
a green tree, if it comes to that. But 
the grey umbrellas differ as much as 
the green in their style and shape, in 
their tint and tilt. One day may be grey 
like steel, and another grey like dove’s 
plumage. One may seem grey like the 
deathly frost, and another grey like the 
smoke of substantial kitchens. No things 
could seem further apart than the doubt 
of grey and the decision of scarlet. 

Yet grey and red can mingle, as they 
do in the morning clouds: and also in 
a sort of warm smoky stone of which 
they build the little towns in the west 
country. In those towns even the houses 
that are wholly grey have a glow in 
them; as if their secret firesides were 
such furnaces of hospitality as faintly to 
transfuse the walls like walls of cloud. 

And wandering in those westland 
parts I did once really find a sign-post 
pointing up a steep crooked path to a 
town that was called Clouds. I did not 
climb up to it; I feared that either the 
town would not be good enough for 
the name, or I should not be good 
enough for the town. Anyhow, the little 
hamlets of the warm grey stone have a 
geniality which is not achieved by all 
the artistic scarlet of the suburbs; as if 
it were better to warm one’s hands at 
the ashes of Glastonbury than at the 
painted flames of Croydon. 

Again, the enemies of grey (those 
astute, daring and evil-minded men) are 
fond of bringing forward the argument 

a CulturE oF Colour
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that colours suffer in grey weather, and 
that strong sunlight is necessary to all 
the hues of heaven and earth. 

Here again there are two words 
to be said; and it is essential to 
distinguish. It is true that sun is needed 
to burnish and bring into bloom the 
tertiary and dubious colours; the 
colour of peat, pea-soup, Impressionist 
sketches, brown velvet coats, olives, 
grey and blue slates, the complexions 
of vegetarians, the tints of volcanic rock, 
chocolate, cocoa, mud, soot, slime, old 
boots; the delicate shades of these do 
need the sunlight to bring out the faint 
beauty that often clings to them. 

But if you have a healthy negro taste 
in colour, if you choke your garden 
with poppies and geraniums, if you 
paint your house sky-blue and scarlet, 
if you wear, let us say, a golden top-hat 
and a crimson frock-coat, you will not 
only be visible on the greyest day, but 
you will notice that your costume and 
environment produce a certain singular 
effect. 

You will find, I mean, that rich 
colours actually look more luminous 
on a grey day, because they are seen 
against a sombre background and seem 
to be burning with a lustre of their 
own. Against a dark sky all flowers 
look like fireworks. There is something 
strange about them, at once vivid and 
secret, like flowers traced in fire in the 
phantasmal garden of a witch. A bright 
blue sky is necessarily the high light 
of the picture; and its brightness kills 
all the bright blue flowers. But on a 
grey day the larkspur looks like fallen 
heaven; the red daisies are really the 
red lost eyes of day; and the sunflower 
is the vice-regent of the sun. 

Lastly, there is this value about the 
colour that men call colourless; that it 
suggests in some way the mixed and 
troubled average of existence, especially 
in its quality of strife and expectation 
and promise. Grey is a colour that 
always seems on the eve of changing 
to some other colour; of brightening 
into blue or blanching into white or 
bursting into green and gold. So we 
may be perpetually reminded of the 
indefinite hope that is in doubt itself; 
and when there is grey weather in our 
hills or grey hairs in our heads, perhaps 
they may still remind us of the morning.

— G. K. Chesterton, Alarms and Discursions, 
published by Methuen in 1910.
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