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F REE at last of body’s rant and rave,
O dear Lord, and of the world’s soft chains, 
This tiny craft, so frail and tossed by wave,

You as its safest haven meekly claims.

THE thorns, the nails in each and ev’ry hand 
Your face, so lovely, gentle, understanding, 
Pledge pardon for sins as countless as sand,
And to the storm-swept boat, a welcome landing.

 
YOUR holy eyes no angry glint betray,
Nor your chaste ears, for deeds unjust and mean; 
Right hand, upraised, forgiveness to convey,
My sins you wash in blood, to make them clean; 
The whiter, the older they have been.
For help and mercy You are my mainstay.

— Michelangelo Buonarroti,  Scarco d’un importuna, Rime, Editori Laterza, Bari, 1967 No. 290 
translated by Paul Stenhouse, M.S.C. Written in 1555, when Michelangelo was 80, this sonnet 
likens the poet’s soul to a tiny boat, and describes its welcome in the safe haven on the other side.

THE SOUL’S SAFEST HAVEN
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Reading Between the Lines

N THE 
d a y 
t h a t 
you eat 
of the 
t r e e 
of the 

knowledge of good and 
evil you shall die,” God 
warns Adam. Only Adam 
doesn’t die but in fact 
lives and that for a very, 
very long time. It is a 
point that not a few critics 
have made in order to 
argue that as the Bible 
contradicts itself it cannot 
be inspired. Furthermore, 
there are a number of 
o t h e r  d i s c r e p a n c i e s 
between the first two chapters of Genesis not least those 
regarding the order of creation, discrepancies that biblical 
critics of old explained by reference to different sources 
inexpertly cobbled together.

Things change, however, and in the last few decades 
scholars have come to understand that apparent discrepancies 
and ostensible contradictions are, in fact, subtle narrative 
devices, ones that require a level of sophistication from the 
reader if he or she is to get the fuller meaning of the passage 
in question. With this in mind we might ask of Genesis what 
it means by death; for example, is physical death itself an 
expression of a more profound death? If so what does this 
more profound death look like? Or more correctly, what does 
it feel like? And the answer is that it feels like loneliness. But 
it is an answer that Genesis only offers up to the attentive 
reader, one who will trace out the structure of the text.

In Genesis chapter one, seven times creation is described 
as being “good” (‘tov’ in Hebrew), and this applies to the 
creation of man as well. When man is created there is a play 
on singular and plural for “man” is created as a communion 
of male and female. What’s more, a similar play is reflected 
in the creator Himself. Prior to the creation of humanity all is 
created in the imperative and that with one voice, but when it 
comes to humanity there is reflective and communal 
deliberation: “Let us make man in our image.” 
The goodness of creation is capped off by 
an accent on communion, both in respect 
of God and in respect of humanity. 

But in Genesis chapter two things 
are different; at first Adam alone is 
created, and then the hunt is on to 
find a partner suitable for him, for 
God says that “It is not good (‘lo tov’ 
in Hebrew) for man to be alone.” Not 
only is Adam created alone but it is 
a state of affairs that is described as 

being the opposite of the 
earlier account where 
everything was described 
as being good; here the 
situation is said to be 
“not good”, and note that 
this is before the Fall. We 
ought also to observe that 
even though Adam has 
communion with God 
and with all the cosmos, 
nevertheless the fact that 
he does not have his 
own proper communion 
means that the situation 
is “not good”.  

Through the use of 
apparent contradiction the 
inspired author has told 
us what the Fall will look 

like and, thereby, what the essence of death really is; it is the 
absence of the good by reason of the absence of communion 
proper.  Death is loneliness for it is the consequence of 
sundered communion. It is violence as well, something writ 
large in the curses that follow the Fall for now all relations 
begin to fracture, and these fractures are jagged and they cut 
and they pierce. Soon enough they pierce the skin and then 
there is the first murder; Cain kills his brother Abel, and as 
we are all well aware, it’s been bloodshed ever since. 

When a loved one dies all concerned experience death 
for all taste of the loneliness that comes from separation. 
And though it might seem odd to say there is in mourning 
a profound lesson concerning salvation to be learned, and 
this is that there is no salvation outside of the Church. This 
is because the means of salvation must correspond to what is 
being saved, and as the essence of human nature is not to be 
an autonomous individual but to be a being-in-communion, 
then that which saves us must correspond to this nature, it 
must be of communion, must be of perfect communion. 
Whether or not we are conscious of being saved in the 
Church the fact is that we can never be saved on our own, for 
we are saved from being on our own. 

We have eaten of the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil and are haunted by a fear of 

abandonment and loneliness, but now the 
way is open to eat of the tree of life, and 

in partaking of the Eucharist we find 
our way into the everlasting company 
of the saints, into the fullness of love 
that fills all in all.

RobeRt tilley has a Ph.D from the University of 
Sydney. He currently lectures in Adult Education 
on Philosophy, Theology and History of Ideas. 
He also lectures in Greek and Biblical Studies 
at The Catholic Institute of Sydney [CIS] and in 
literature and theology at Aquinas Academy.

GENESIS AND THE 
NATURE OF DEATH

By RobeRt tilley
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Palindromes and Boustrophidons preserved in Pompei’s Volcanic Ash

KEy TO A CHRISTIAN RIDDLE
By Paul Stenhouse, MSC, PhD

N FEBRUARY 5, AD 
62, an earthquake 
destroyed parts of 
the city of Pompei, 
c l o se  to  Nap le s . 
The damaged areas 
were s t i l l  in  the 

process of being re-built when nearby 
Mount Vesuvius erupted at 11 a.m. on 
August 24, AD 79 spewing death and 
destruction. 

By 11.30 a.m. it is estimated that 
around 2.6 metres of ash had settled on 
the city. By dawn two days later, 16,000 
of the 20,000 people of Pompei had 
fallen victim to the toxic gasses expelled 
into the atmosphere by the volcano. The 
entire city lay entombed in from 4 to 6 
metres of volcanic ash which effectively 
sealed it and its dead inhabitants 
hermetically. 

The discovery

On October 5, 1925, an Italian 
archaeologist — Matteo Della Corte — 
was excavating the remains of the home 
of P. Paquius Proclus in Pompei. He came 
across the following graffito, mutilated by 
the burning debris that rained down on 
the house in August AD 79:

ENET
REPO
ATOR

Above the top line was the lower 
part of three letters ERA. 

Della Corte strongly suspected that 
he could identify the inscription. He 
hesitated to say so without more certain 
evidence because of the importance of 
the discovery. If his hunch were correct, 
this would mean that a Christian 
anagram attributed up till then to 
around the middle of the 3rd century 
after Christ was known to Christians 
before AD 79.

The Confirmation

Eleven years later, on November 
12, 1936, Della Corte was again 

working among the ruins of Pompei. 
This time he was excavating the city’s 
Palaestra or Gymnasium where young 
Pompeians practised wrestling and 
athletics. It had been destroyed by the 
earthquake in AD 62. The fortunate 
archaeologist discovered a column with 
the what would be known as ‘Anagram 
of the Pater Noster’ clearly positioned 

above and below two lines that read: 
‘Sautranus: be well’. 

SAVTRAN 
VA[LE]
ROTAS
OPERA
TENET
AREPO
SATOR

SAUTRAN
VALE

Above the five word riddle was a 
Greek delta [Δ], symbol of the Trinity 
for Christians; and below it were the 
three letters ANO — all written in a 
different hand from the greetings to 
Sautranus and the riddle.

This find confirmed Della Corte’s 
view that the partial inscription he 
discovered in 1925 was in fact the 
‘Anagram of the Our Father’.

This exquisite riddle which has 
been found in Ethiopia, in Egypt, in 
Cappadocia, in Doura-Europos [on the 
Euphrates] in England and in Hungary, 
is as unknown to most Christians as 
we enter the 21st century as it was 
to non-Christians in the 1st century 
AD. For this reason Annals decided 
to unlock some of its mysteries and 
explore its riches.

The Form of the Riddle

The first thing to note about the 
five words that form our riddle is that 
they are palindromes. A palindrome is 
a word or phrase that can be read from 
left to right, or from right to left, and 
keep the same meaning or form. Thus: 

SATOR=ROTAS
OPERA=AREPO

A well-known example of a 
palindrome in English is the saying 
attributed to Napoleon: ‘able was I ere 
I saw Elba’.The middle word in the 
Pompei inscription, ‘TENET,’ like ‘ere’ 
in the example given above, is a perfect 
palindrome. 

CathoLiC histoRy

Statue of 
Jesus 

Since i have mentioned 
this city of Paneas i think 

i ought not to omit an account 
which is worthy of record for 
posterity. For they say that 
the woman with an issue of 
blood, who, as we learn from 
the sacred Gospel, received 
from our Saviour deliverance 
from her affliction, came from 
this place, and that her house 
is shown in the city, and that 
noteworthy memorials of the 
kindness of the Saviour to her 
remain there. For there stands 
upon a raised stone, by the 
gates of her house, a bronze 
image of a woman kneeling, 
with her hands stretched out, as 
if she were praying. Opposite to 
her stands the figure of a man 
made of the same material, 
clothed in comely fashion in a 
double cloak, and extending his 
hand towards the woman . . .  
They say that this statue is an 
image of Jesus. it has remained 
to our day, so that we ourselves 
also saw it when we were 
staying in the city.

— eusebius of caesarea [260-340] 
Ecclesiastical History. [Paneas/Baneas – 
‘b’ and ‘p’ are interchangeable in Semitic 

and many other  languages – is in 
caesarea Philippi. Ed.]
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As well, the five words are a 
Boustrophidon [from boustrepho, Greek 
for ‘ox turning’], i.e. they may be read 
up or down, from left to right, and from 
right to left, rather like the path taken 
by an ox ploughing a field. Thus: [fig.1 
and 2]

R O T A S
O P e R A
T e n e T

A R e P O
S A T O R

Fig. 1

R O T A S
O P e R A
T e n e T

A R e P O
S A T O R

Fig. 2

The Cross and the Riddle

If we look only at the form of the 
words used in the anagram, and do 

not consider the meaning of the riddle, 
we find that the cross as a Christian 
symbol occurs in a number of ways 

in the anagram. The word TENET for 
example, runs vertically and horizontally 

through the five words, thus: [fig.3]

R O T A S
O P e R A
T e n e T
A R e P O
S A T O R

Fig. 3

As well as the cross formed by 
TENET in the anagram, there are 
four other crosses in the cross formed 
by this word. The letter T [itself an 
image of the cross of Jesus for the 
early Christians] is to be found at the 
four extremities of the cross formed by 
TENET. Thus: [fig,4]

R O T A S
O P e R A

T e n e T

A R e P O
S A T O R

Fig. 4

Each of the four crosses formed 
by the initial and final T of the cross 
formed by TENET has A and Ω [alpha 
and omega] above and below it, or 
alongside it. Thus:

R O T A S

O P e R A

T e N e T

A R e P O

S A T O R

Fig. 5

When we turn to the significance 
of the anagram, we find yet another 

cross. This time the cross is formed 
by the words PATERNOSTER [Our 
Father] with the N of Noster forming 
the central piece of the cross see fig. 5. 
A and Ω [alpha and omega] are again 
found above and below and on both 
sides of the extremities of the cross. 
Thus: [fig.6]

Fig. 6

The Meaning of the Riddle

Apart from the multiple 
significances of the riddle, and the 
meaning of the anagram, are we able to 
say what the five words mean? I should 
like to suggest that we can. 

Sts Peter and Paul in Rome

i  wRiTe about the monuments of Rome from a strictly archaeological 
point of view … For the archaeologist the presence and execution of 

SS. Peter and Paul in Rome are facts established beyond the shadow 
of a doubt by purely monumental evidence  . . . There is no event of the 
imperial age, and of imperial Rome, which is attested by so many noble 
structures, all of which point to the same conclusion … the presence 
and execution of the Apostles within the capital of the empire. when 
constantine raised the monumental basilicas over their tombs on the, 
Via cornelia [on the Vatican Hill] and the Via Ostiensis; when eudoxia 
built the church ad Vincula; when Damasus put a memorial tablet in 
the Platonia ad catacumbas [the tomb of the martyr Quirinius in the 
catacomb of Saint Sebastian ed]; when the houses of Pudens and Aquila 
were turned into christian Oratories; when the name nymphae Sancti 
Petri was given to the springs of the catacombs of the Via nomentana; 
when christians and pagans alike named their children Peter and Paul; 
when the twenty-ninth day of June was accepted as the anniversary of 
St. Peter’s execution; when sculp tors, painters, medallists, goldsmiths, 
workers in glass and enamel, and engravers of precious stones, all began 
to reproduce in Rome the likenesses of the Apostles at the beginning of 
the second century and continued to do so until the fall of the empire; 
must we consider them all to be labouring under a delusion?

— Rodolfo Lanciani, Pagan and Christian Rome, Houghton, Mifflin & co, new York, 1892, 
p.125. Quoted Arthur Stapylton Barnes, The Early Church in the light of the Monuments, 

Longmans, Green and co, London, 1913, p. 2.
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prove that the Riddle of Pompei is 
not the earliest usage of this amazing 
Christian cryptogramme and Palindrome. 
But the excavation in the Palaestra of 
the doomed city proves how slow one 
should be in excluding an early date for 
Christian traditions. 

Only a few years after the death of 
Jesus the Our Father, written in Latin, 
was well-enough known to be used in 
a graffito on a column in Pompei, that 
had meaning only for Christians — the 
‘People of the Way’.

to have originated with the apocalypse 
of St John that was not written in AD 
62 (why could not John have used a 
symbolism that was common among the 
Christians of his day?)

— And because post-Reformation 
theory would have it that the cross was 
not reverenced by Christians until late in 
the third century (but in Herculaneum, 
destroyed with Pompei in AD 79, a 43cm 
by 36 cm Latin cross was found which 
was clearly used as a religious symbol).

Discoveries still in the future may 

As SATOR and ROTAS are the 
same word, and SATOR is gramatically 
the only one of the two able to be 
the subject of the verb TENET, and 
as OPERA and AREPO are the same 
word, and OPERA alone makes sense, 
I think that the three lines we are meant 
to read are as follows:

SATOR
OPERA
TENET

i.e. the Sower [or Creator] conserves 
the work [of his hands]. thus [fig.7]

R O T A S
O P E R A
T E N E T
A R E P O
S A T O R

Fig. 7

Significance of  
the Discovery

The fact that the cross was so 
cleverly hidden in the cryptogramme 
shows better than anything else the 
condition in which Christians found 
themselves even before the burning 
of Rome by Nero in AD 64, and his 
blaming it on them. It is of the nature of 
a cryptogramme that its meaning will be 
evident only to a select few. 

Some who are unwilling to admit 
the early [AD 62] use of Pater Noster 
and the Alpha and Omega, attribute 
the inscription to treasure hunters 
towards the end of the second 
century. Unfortunately for this theory 
archaeologists unequivocally confirm 
that there had been no interference 
with the site since the earthquake on 
February 5, AD 62.

Others, for reasons of political 
correctness, cannot accept the presence 
of Christians in Pompei before AD 62 
(but see: Acts of the Apostles xxviii,13-14 
where Christians are in Puteoli close to 
Pompei in AD 60). And also 

— Because first century Christians 
are supposed to have used no Latin in 
their liturgy or prayers (but note that 
all the Pompei inscriptions prove that 
Latin was more commonly used there 
than Greek).

— Because the Christian use of A 
and Ω [alpha and omega] is supposed 
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Across Clues
7 Creditor converted by executive? (8)
9 Voyage ordinary sailor takes in order to gain 

honours degree at Cambridge (6)
10 Boy in capital of Orkney is from an Italian-

speaking area of Switzerland (6)
11 Emaciated ruler is deep in thought (8)
12 Apostle is, somehow, thus dead (8)
14 One thousand at the rear with an item of 

ladies clothing (6)
16 Clerical assistants give six vehicles to army 

officer (6,7)
19 Bears eliminate Alaska (6)
20 Veil June adjusted for youngster (8)
23 Tyrannical media boss returns with various 

topics (8)
25 Cries out about leading leaders corpse (6)
26 To increase a ship’s complement say? (6)
27 Novice upset in Bergen (8)

Down clues
1 Sir gets an endless pain, following “The 

Wisdom of Solomon” (6)
2 Regular publication with pie and cordial 

recipe (10)
3 Sorted out, stored away in Dorset possibly, 

then took long steps (6)
4 Saint with haystack and headless egg 

producer is laid low by sickness (8)
5 Priest, first in one thousand, is a reddish 

blue (4)
6 Company, heartlessly run by Wallis, is no 

longer present in an English county (8)

8 Ceremonies of the first Romans in the eastern 
states (5)

13 Raises by removing top of young dalmatians 
(3)

15 Where surplus workers are executed at the 
front? (6,4)

16 Silly Noel gets involved in vice, leading to 
bloodshed (8)

17 Setter turns up holding middle of glossy 
decorative ribbons (8)

18 Large bird eaten by malemutes (3)
20 Patient chap covers account for a younger 

twin (5)
22 Hungry lady cooks cake inside for 

sycophant (6)
24 Henry’s sixth young salmon? (4)

SOLUTION TO CRy PTIC CROSSWORD NO. 29  
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Unfortunately we share with New Zealand the 
regional leadership in the world, in the use of 

cannabis, amphetamines and cocaine.

DUBIOUS DISTINCTIONS
By George Cardinal Pell

YDNEY has the highest rate of gambling in the world, sharing 
this dubious distinction with Las Vegas. This bleak claim covers 
up a lot of suffering and self damage.  Therefore I regret that 
the efforts to help problem gamblers help themselves are 
collapsing.

The odds were always stacked against introducing effective 
deterrents for gambling addicts, while legislative programmes long deferred 
are not meant to be implemented.

Catholic teaching has no objections to reasonable gambling, but when 
gamblers bet excessively and chase their losses, great hurt is regularly caused 
to themselves, their spouses and children.  Many are tempted to steal.

One major impediment to action is the enormous gambling revenues 
which go to governments.  The greater long-term costs to society are hidden 
from view.

Next to no-one wants a nanny state attempting to curb human weaknesses, 
but a few nudges in the right direction can help.  The ban on smoking while 
people use the pokies is probably the most effective measure introduced so 
far, while removing ATM’s from near the machines and introducing natural 
light, which helps bring people to their senses, are also helpful.

I grew up after World War II when our cricketers, tennis players, swimmers 
and athletes, especially the women, reigned supreme.  Internal peace, good 
food and plenty of sport during the War gave us big advantages.

The rest of the world has caught up, many countries now enjoying similar 
prosperity, although Tomic and our cricketers are on the way to the top.  
Unfortunately we have surged to the front of the field in another area sharing, 
with New Zealand, the regional leadership in the world in the use of cannabis, 
amphetamines and cocaine.

Between 9.3 to 14.8 per cent of 15-64 year olds in our Pacific region have 
tried cannabis, slightly above North American levels and much above those 
across Europe.  England’s similar usage is balanced off by much lower use 
elsewhere.  Our amphetamine use is twice as high as in North America and 
more than four times above Europe’s.

While Australia has a lower rate of injecting drug users among HIV 
patients, the deaths from illicit drug usage are above those caused by alcohol 
but well below deaths caused by tobacco.

General health costs from illicit drugs, including the treatment of cannabis-
induced schizophrenia, are at least as high as alcohol-related health costs.

Changes in public attitudes are needed to bring us down from the top of 
these charts.

This article was first published in Sydney’s The Sunday Telegraph. Reprinted with permission

Ann Als Austr Al AsiA  6  june 2012
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Selected from more than 2,000 books collected by kings from Athelstan who called 
himself the first king of Britain in the mid-10th century to Henry VIII.

REDISCOVERING MEDIAEVAL  
CATHOLIC ENGLAND

By Kevin Hilferty

O R  S I x  c e n t u r i e s 
England’s kings collected 
illuminated manuscripts 
which glowed with vivid 
colour: vermillion, gold 
and lapis lazuli blue.

Long hidden, 
154 of these treasures were 
on view this year at the British 
Library in London in Royal 
Manuscripts: The Genius of 
Illumination. 

They were selected from 
more than 2,000 books 
collected by kings from 
Athelstan who called himself 
the first king of Britain in the 
mid-10th century to Henry VIII. 

On Athelstan’s copy of the 
Gospels in Latin is a note in 
Anglo-Saxon that the king 
after his coronation in 925 set 
free a slave called Eadhelm. 

Some kings commissioned 
books from the Scriptoriums 
of monks skilled in 
illuminating and graphics. 
Creating these books would 
have taken months or even 
years. Gifted lay artists also 
produced miniature paintings.

Calfskin (for vellum) 
and sheep or goat skin (for 
parchment) was soaked in 
alum and lime to remove the 
hair then dried on a frame. 
The skin was scraped to the 
required thickness and chalk 
added to whiten it.

The skin was cut into sheets 
to form the double pages of 
the books and lines for the  
text were marked by a stylus.  
The scribe worked out how 
many lines and words would fit 

on the page, then placed the sheet on a 
sloping board and wrote the text with a 
quill – the feather of a goose, swan or 
crow. 

The artist drew or painted the 
miniatures or coloured the capital letters 

in spaces left by the scribe who added 
the rubrics (headings or instructions) 
usually in red. The sheets were folded, 
arranged in sequence and sewn together 
with cords.  These cord ends were laced 
through holes drilled into a wooden 

cover and pegged in place with 
wooden dowels. The boards 
were covered with leather and 
decorated.

Kings also acquired books 
as gifts, through marriage 
or conquest:  the English 
captured one with its owner, 
King Jean of France, at the 
battle of Poitiers in 1356.

Among many devotional  
books there were histories, 
geographies or bestiaries 
(books illustrating real or 
mythical animals). 

Some were lavishly 
illustrated:  a Christmas gift 
to the nine-year-old Henry VI 
in 1429 contains 38 full-page 
illustrations with another 1200 
pictures in the margins. 

Another, by the Benedictine 
monk Matthew Paris about 
1250, maps the best route 
from London to Jerusalem, 
places of interest and details 
the travel times between 
towns. 

Edward IV (1442-
83) commissioned lavish 
manuscripts from Bruges, in 
Belgium, where the best were 
made and 50 remain in the 
collection.  

Kings liked to compare 
themselves with role models 
as Hector of Troy, Caesar, 
Charlemagne and King David. 
So the artists obliged them but 

MediaevaL ManusCRipts

The Annunciation - a page from a Book of  Hours.  When Margaret Beaufort, mother 
of  Henry VII, inherited this book  parts of  it had been in constant use by women of  
her family for many years. This and other pages were removed from an earlier book 

and assembled into a new prayer book for Margaret’s mother, also Margaret Beaufort. 
Both mother and daughter recorded important family events in the book’s calendar. In 

the annunciation scene, Margaret’s grandparents John and Margaret Beaufort kneel in 
adoration. Created in Bruges and London, 1401-15 and l440-43.
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set their paintings in mediaeval times.  Thus a miniature in one of 
Edward’s manuscripts depicts the birth of Julius Caesar as taking 
place in the 15th century chamber of a wealthy household with a 
doctor and women in attendance, wearing gowns of the day.

A picture book manuscript about Alexander the Great, produced 
in Paris 1420-25, tells of his heroic exploits in the fourth century 
BC and shows him as a role model for princes with political acumen 
and interest in learning. It was acquired by Henry VIII and bears his 
monogram HR  (Henricus Rex). 

A book of instructions in English how  a prince should behave 
was given to Henry V in 1412 when he was regent for his father, 
Henry IV.  Among the prayer books is one made for Henry VI’s wife, 
Margaret of Anjou, while Cardinal Wolsey’s bible contains margin 
notes about the divorce proceedings of Henry VIII.

The collection contains 400 manuscripts added to it by Henry 
VIII or 20 per cent of it but hundreds more known to have been 
in his palaces have vanished. Many of Henry’s manuscripts were 
confiscated from the monasteries he dissolved in 1539. 

The scarcity of pre-Reformation devotional books are accounted 
for by 16th century religious upheavals.  The Protestant government 
of Henry’s son, Edward VI, in 1550 ordered the destruction of every 
mediaeval liturgical book in England: missals, prayer books and 
books of hours or primers (the most popular devotional books).

But manuscripts from Catholic times got in. Early in the reign 
of the Catholic Queen Mary I, daughter of Henry and Catherine of 
Aragon, there was a failed rising against her led by John Dudley, 
Duke of Northumberland.  The Duke went to the scaffold and one 
of his followers. Henry Manners, Earl of Rutland, was imprisoned in 
l553 and his goods confiscated. 

A wedding gift for Margaret of  Anjou and Henry  VI. The Shrewsbury Book was presented to Margaret by John Talbot, Earl of  Shrewsbury, on her wedding to Henry in 1445.  
Henry (1421-71), only son of  Henry  V, reigned 1422-61 and 1470-71 and suffered bouts of  madness. Regarded in his lifetime as a devout and saintly man, he founded Eton 

College and King’s College, Cambridge, with their  marvellous chapels. Captured by his enemies during the Wars of  the Roses, he was murdered in the  Tower of  London.  
The Book was created in Rouen, 1444-45.

King Edgar and Christ  in Majesty. This illustration is from a charter written 
in book form  which commemorates the introduction in 964 AD of  the 

Benedictine rule at New Minster, Winchester. The King offers the book to the 
enthroned Christ who is held aloft by Angels. Winchester, 966 AD.
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Readers with computer access can 
view some of the Royal Manuscripts at 
a British Library website, (http://www.
bl.uk/royal). A free software download 
enables people to turn the pages of 
the manuscripts and read or listen to 
commentary.

Those interested in learning more 
about the Royal Manuscripts can buy 
a 448pp hardback book published by 
the Library containing 300 illustrations 
and articles about them by three 
Library Curators. This is available 
from the Library’s online shop for £40 
plus postage. Also available is a DVD 
of mediaeval and renaissance music 
inspired by the exhibition, for £15.

A RegulAR contRibutoR to Annals Australasia, Kevin 
wrote about the British Library’s exhibition of the 
Lindisfarne Gospels in our March 2004 issue.

treasures the oldest intact European 
book, the seventh century St Cuthbert 
Gospel of St John, which had been 
on loan to the Library since 1979. St 
Cuthbert (634-687) was a monk and 
Bishop of Lindisfarne. He was buried 
on the island but after Viking raids his 
coffin was moved to the mainland and 
eventually to Durham.  The Gospel was 
discovered in St Cuthbert’s coffin in 
Durham Cathedral in  1107. 

The Library bought the book for 
nine million pounds ($A15 million) 
from the British chapter of the Society 
of Jesus after a massive fund-raising 
drive and in association with Durham 
University and Durham Cathedral. It 
will be displayed in turn in the Library, 
the University and the Cathedral 
while the Jesuits will use the funds for 
education and restoration projects.

Among these was the Queen Mary 
Psalter, presented to the Queen at the 
restoration of Catholicism. Created 
in England in the early 14th century, 
the Psalter’s 319 leaves contain 223 
drawings of Old Testament scenes from 
the Creation to the death of Solomon, 24 
calendar pages with signs of the zodiac, 
104 whole or half-page miniatures, 23 
enlarged initials containing a scene and 
464 marginal drawings. 

Preserved in the collections, it 
survives in the British Library. 

It is remarkable that so many 
mediaeval manuscripts survive. Religious 
statues were smashed, wooden objects 
burned and metal hammered into scrap 
while the jewelled casings around books 
were stolen. 

But books often escaped destruction 
and sheltered from the sun’s bleaching 
light the paintings and miniatures 
retained their colours. 

The books and manuscripts formed 
the Old Royal Library, based on the 
collections of Edward IV and Henry VIII. 

These were supplemented by books 
collected by later royalty, notably the 
son and heir of King James I, Prince 
Frederick Henry, who died aged 18 in 
1612, and King Charles II (1630-85).

Prince Henry acquired the fine 
library of Lord John Lumley, including 
books collected by his Catholic father-
in-law, Henry Fitzalan, Earl of Arundel. 
The Earl’s books included monastic 
manuscripts and 100 books of the 
Protestant Archbishop of Canterbury 
Thomas Cranmer, executed during 
Mary’s reign.  

King Charles II collected because 
he wanted to replace books lost in 
the Civil War. Among his purchases 
were 334 manuscripts stolen by Henry 
VIII’s agents from 20 West Country 
monasteries.

King George II gave the Old Royal 
Library collection to the nation in 1757. 
King George III assembled more books 
in the King’s Collection. Within 10 
years of his death in 1820, his son King 
George IV presented these to the nation. 

The collections were housed in the 
British Museum until 1973 when the 
British Library was established. With its 
six-storey glass-walled tower on Euston 
Road near St Pancras Station opened in 
1997 and 60,000 books, it is one of the 
world’s great historical repositories.

This year the Library added to its 

Frontispiece for the motets of  Henry VIII. This was created in London in 1516;  
motets are a polyphonic choral composition used in the Mass.
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Sarkozy’s dilemma, indeed one that faces the whole of Europe, remains:   
how to integrate the immigrant into a society that the newcomer often disdains.

CITIZENSHIP    
By Jude P. Dougherty

HO GETS to 
be French? is 
the title Karl E. 
Meyer gave to 
a brief essay in 
the Wall Street 
Journal .1 I t  i s 

a vexing question: Who or what can 
be defined as French? When Nicholas 
Sarkozy was elected president of France 
in 2007, he fulfilled his campaign 
promise that if elected he would create 
a cabinet-level position to address 
social issues resulting from France’s 
previous liberal immigration policy. 
Newcomers from the Middle East or 
North Africa are known to grumble, 
‘Our passports say that we are French, 
but we do not feel French because we 
are not accepted here.’ Whose obligation 
is it to rectify that? The left demands 
that the host country adjust. Richard 
Thompson Ford finds that ‘The right 
to a cultural difference is now widely 
(if not universally) understood to 
be a basic human right, on par with 
rights to religious liberty and racial 
equality.’2 Here we have yet another 
right manufactured by the left, with 
the presumption that the native has 
the obligation to yield identity to the 
newcomer.

When the promised cabinet-
level post, Minister of Immigration 
and National Identity, went to Brice 
Hortefeux in 2007, Sarkozy’s own 
position was not unknown. In his book, 
La Republique, les religions, l’esperance, 
Sarkozy pointedly asserted that the 
French need to talk about religion and 
its role in society and to talk also about 
the Hellenic and Christian sources of 
French culture. Migrants, he maintained 
have to be integrated through language 
and adhere to the principles, values, and 
symbols of French democracy. Muslims, 
for their part, have to understand the 

importance of the secular state and 
equality between men and women.  

With the support of Hortefeux and 
his successor, Claude Gueant, legislation 
was passed requiring foreigners to meet 
a language requirement and to profess 
allegiance to French values. Candidates 
for citizenship under the Sarkozy 
initiative are to be tested on French 
culture and history and are obligated 
to prove that they can speak the French 
language as well as an average fifteen-
year old can. They are required to sign 
a document setting out their rights and 
responsibilities. 

Applicants will not be able to 
claim allegiance to another country 
while on French soil, although dual 
nationality will still be permitted. 
France, with an Islamic minority making 
up approximately ten percent of its 
population, has the troubling task of 
integrating a people who choose to 
retain their own identity and live among 
their own kind under their own law.

‘To understand a nation,’ wrote the 
French poet, Paul Valéry, ‘be it England, 
France, Germany or Italy, one must 
attend to what each has created in 
the realm of the mind, expressions of 
intelligence and learning. 

‘The total intellectual and artistic 
treasure, the accumulated beauty of 
great works of art—written, sculpted, 
painted and constructive—is constitutive 
of a culture that would not exist apart 
from its roots in a particular national 
setting.’3  Every nation of Europe, he 
notes, is a composite, the result of the 
different ethnic elements that came to 
be mixed with her territory. And in 
none of them is a single tongue spoken. 

Thus Paul Valéry can say of France, 
‘The French nation resembles a tree 
several times grafted, the quality and 
flavor of whose fruit are the result of a 
happy wedding of very different saps 
and humors combining in a single 
and indivisible life.’ In a poetic mode, 
he continues, Whether we speak of 
the Capelins, of Joan of Arc, Louis Ix , 
Henry IV, Richelieu, the Convention, or 
Napoleon, we are referring to one and 
the same thing, an active symbol of our 
national identity and unity.’4

Does national identity matter? It 
matters to hosts of immigrants in both 
Europe and North America who seek to 
retain not only their inherited customs 
but even their native language in their 
adopted country. It matters because 
traditions, the components of what we 
call a culture, are specific. 

One cannot be citizen of the 
world; identity is local. Identity is the 
characteristic of a people who have 
inhabited a land over a period of time, 
who have developed certain collective 
habits, evident in their manners, their 
dress, the feasts they enjoy, their 
religious bonds, the premium they 
put on education, and their attention 

Life issues
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to detail and precision. These are 
not universal traits but are rooted in 
centuries past and depend upon a 
historical consciousness, attention to the 
deeds of ancestors past.

In book III of the Politics, Aristotle 
offers a short treatise on the nature 
of citizenship that is worth revisiting. 
Ancient texts do not always speak to 
the present, but human nature, being a 
constant, certain of his observations are 
relevant to the present discussion. 

Residence in a particular place, he 
finds, does not make one a citizen of 
that place. He who is a citizen under 
one regime may not be under another. 
A citizen, he says, is one whose mother 
and father were citizens. We know that 
in Aristotle’s day a class of non-citizens 
had been drawn to Athens by economic 
opportunity. In Athens the non-citizen 
had the duty to defend the city but did 
not have political rights. 

A certain excellence was required 
for citizenship. Membership in the 
political community entailed the ability 
to take part in the framing of law and 
participating in judicial proceedings. 
In socially stratified Athens, the great 
majority of the population was not 
enfranchised. This was true not only 
of slaves but of husbandmen and 
laborers who were thought to lack the 
leisure to follow the affairs of state 
and consequently did not possess the 
intellectual acumen to participate in the 
framing of law and/or service in the 
judiciary. 

Aristotle recognized that states 
in their constitutions differ and that 
in a democracy the husbandman or 
laborer, who may not be capable of 
actually ruling, may be capable of 
choosing his representative. Aristotle 
defended a principle that France, to its 
regret, ignored in its colonial period: 
‘Citizenship cannot be extended to 
colonies or subject cities.’ 

Citizenship and immigration policy 
are but surface manifestations of an 
underlying political philosophy. We find 
professors of political theory arguing 
that membership in a state does not 
matter in a fundamental way since we 
are all members of a global economic 
association with global obligations. 

The left typically favors, if not open 
borders, a liberal immigration policy 
and is not much concerned about 
national identity. From that perspective, 

Christian sources, Western civilization 
cannot be understood, even as it 
repudiates its past in favor of an 
Enlightenment-based secularism. ‘In our 
haste since the 1960s to learn about 
other civilizations and peoples beyond 
our own, we have lost our palate for the 
West, gorging ourselves upon otherness.’6 

One finds that in departments 
of language, history, economics, 
and sociology, Europe and Western 
civilization are marginalized if not 
ignored. Drunk, if not drugged 
with Derrida, Foucault, and political 
correctness, none in our educational 
establishment today looks upon 
education as a moral transformation of 
the self in preparation for citizenship 
and even life. Sarkozy’s dilemma, 
indeed one that faces the whole of 
Europe, remains: how to integrate 
the immigrant into a society that the 
newcomer often disdains.

PRofessoR JuDe DougheRty is Dean Emeritus of 
the Philosophy Faculty, Catholic University of 
America, Editor, The Review of Metaphysics, and 
General Editor, Series Studies in Philosophy and 
the History of Philosophy, Washington, D.C.  
April 12, 2012, A-23.
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there is nothing particular to defend. 
Advocates of what has come to be 
called ‘globalism’ or ‘cosmopolitanism’ 
are averse to anything that speaks to 
the exceptional character of Western 
civilization or to its Christian source. 
John M. Headley, professor emeritus 
of history at the University of North 
Carolina, has countered the globalists 
with a compelling volume, The Problem 
with Multiculturalism: The Uniqueness and 
Universality of Western Culture. 

Starting from the premise, in 
his words, ‘The current literary and 
intellectual fashions that prevail in the 
life of our campuses suggest that there 
is nothing unique or exceptional about 
Western civilization except perhaps its 
oppressiveness’5 

Headley shows that without an 
acknowledgment of its classical and 
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PRESS FREEDOM

N ARGUING their case for press freedom, modern 
media usually focus on the need for immunity from 
outside censorship and control. Few Americans would 
disagree. Freedom of religion and freedom of the 
press are two key pillars of our country’s identity. But 
more than sixty years ago, the writer George Orwell 

saw something curious emerging in the character of modern 
journalism—an erosion of free thought and expression unique 
to democratic societies. Orwell writes: ‘At any given moment, 
there is an orthodoxy, a body of ideas, which it is assumed that 
all right-thinking people will accept without question. It is not 
exactly forbidden to say this, that, or the other, but it is “not 
done” to say it … [And] anyone who challenges the prevailing 
orthodoxy finds himself silenced with surprising effectiveness. 
A genuinely unfashionable opinion is almost never given a 
fair hearing, whether in the popular press or in the highbrow 
periodicals.

Orwell’s words capture the way many people today feel about 
our nation’s news and entertainment media. In practice, a new 
body of ideas seems to shape the limits of acceptable thought 
in American public life. This new orthodoxy influences the 
selection of news and how it gets presented. It informs which 
opinions are appropriate and which won’t be heard. And it is 
rigorously intolerant. At its core, it involves a set of assumptions 
about the purpose of government, and the meaning of marriage, 
family, and sexuality, that differs sharply from past American 
habits of thought. Nowhere is this new orthodoxy more obvious 
than in our news media’s treatment of religion.

Historically, religious faith has played a large and positive 
role in shaping American public life. But today’s news coverage 
of religion is often marked by poor reporting skills, ignorance of 
the subject matter, and an undercurrent of distaste for religious 
believers and their convictions. We need to remember that 
journalism is a ‘knowledge profession’ and an important one. 
American democracy depends on informed, intelligent citizens. 
But like any other profession, the work of journalists doesn’t 
easily translate into self-knowledge or self-criticism. Journalism, 
from the New York Times down to the smallest local newspaper, 
has its own unstated orthodoxies, its own vanities, prejudices, 
and targets of disdain. When these flaws go unacknowledged 
and uncorrected—as they often do, especially in coverage of 
religion’s influence on culture and politics—they undermine our 
public life because they cripple the honest presentation of facts.

— Chaput, Charles J. (2012-03-27). A Heart on Fire: Catholic Witness and the Next 
America (Kindle Locations 37-42). Random House, Inc.. Kindle Edition. 
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The forefathers of the overwhelming majority of Muslim Egyptians were  
themselves Coptic Christians. Egyptian attacks on Copts and the Coptic legacy  

in Egyptian history is a grotesque form of national self-mutilation.

EGy PT, THE COPTS AND THE 
OBLITERATION OF HISTORy

By Peter Day

M U S L I M 
Brotherhood campaign 
jingle for the recent 
presidential election 
in Egypt goes like 
this: ‘Don’t vote for 
t he  c and ida t e  o f 

the Church, the holdover; vote for the 
representative of the Prophet!’

Those words, still posted on the 
walls of Egyptian towns and cities, are a 
constant reminder to the country’s Copts 
of the perilous situation in which they 
now find themselves. 

The ‘holdover’ mentioned in the 
jingle is Ahmed Shafik, the candidate 
associated with the former regime of 
Hosni Mubarak (recently sentenced to 
life imprisonment for his alleged crimes 
while in office). The ‘representative of 
the Prophet’ is the Muslim Brotherhood’s 
candidate, Mohamed Morsi.

Following a delay in the 
announcement of the result of their 
electoral contest, Egypt remains in a 
state of high tension. Uncertainties 
include the terms and timing of a new 
parliamentary election following the 

shock judicial dissolution of the previous 
parliament; and the consequences of 
the ruling military regime’s wholesale 
redrafting of a proposed constitution to 
assure its own effective political control. 

One thing that is known is that 
the result of the presidential election 
has been very close. This is of interest 
in itself: it tells us that about half 
the Egyptian electorate is not just 
opposed to the Brotherhood having the 
presidency, but so much opposed that 
that they would rather have a reputedly 
detested Mubarak ‘holdover’ and 
‘Church candidate’ instead.  

In last year’s elections, the Islamists, 
including the Brotherhood and the 
even more radical Salifists, took 
control of more than 75 per cent 
of the seats in parliament. Other 
Islamist parliamentarians included 
representatives of Gamaa Islamiyya, a 
group that openly accepts responsibility 
for murdering scores of tourists in Egypt 
in the 1990s, and the 1981 assassination 
of the then-president of Egypt, Anwar 
Sadat. 

In passing, this raises an interesting 
point about the direction of US policy 
under President Obama. Since Gamaa 
Islamiyya is a officially-designated 
terror group, its known members are 
supposedly blacklisted from entry 
into the US. But last week (the week 
beginning June 18), one of Gamaa 
Islamiyya’s Egyptian MPs, Hani Hour 
Eldin, visited Washington. 

Not only that: according to major 
US media such as the Washington 
Post and the wire services, he was 
welcomed at the White House and the 
State Department for talks with senior 
officials.  (By contrast, representatives 
of the Copts have not been welcome at 

ChRistians at Risk
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the White House.) It cannot be that the 
Americans under Obama actually want to 
discourage such forces of liberalism and 
tolerance as remain in Egypt. But you 
could hardly be blamed for thinking so.

In Egypt itself, sentiment toward 
the Islamists is moving in the opposite 
direction. The tightness of the 
presidential vote in Egypt confirms 
reports that the behaviour of the 
Islamist-dominated parliament has 
proven to be a somewhat unpleasant 
surprise, even to many who had 
voted for the Brotherhood. In the 
past, the main difference between 
the Brotherhood and the Salafists was 
tactical: while their goals are more or 
less identical, the Brotherhood has 
traditionally been much more politically-
oriented than the Salafists, and much 
more attuned to playing the long game.  

But during this presidential 
election campaign, many prominent 
Brotherhood spokesmen, as well as 
Salafists, made no bones about their 
commitment to full implementation of 
Islamic law (sharia) in Egypt, or about 
their jubilation at the prospect of 
establishing a so-called Islamic caliphate 
across North Africa and the Middle East 
(as the first phase of achieving their 
vision of a global caliphate).  

The Brotherhood has also tried to 
play a clumsy double game with the 
Copts. At the same time as it has tried 
to stir up anti-Christian sentiment 
among Muslims, its media supporters 
have constantly reminded Copts of the 
permissive attitude to anti-Christian 
violence both of the Mubarak regime, 
and of the ruling military council that 
has succeeded it. Shafik, they imply, 
would be no better.

The Brotherhood does have half 
a point here however. It will be 
recalled that the period following the 
fall of the Mubarak regime early last 
year – an event widely hailed at the 
time as a democratic triumph that 
would lead Egypt into a new era of 
freedom, tolerance and social reform 
– was followed by a series of deadly 
eruptions of violent hostility toward 
the Copts. The military regime stood 
by passively while Copts were shot 
and wounded by unknown gunmen 
in the streets of Cairo, and while their 
churches and homes were torched. 
When Copts protested in the streets, 
scores lost their lives or were maimed 

when armoured military vehicles 
mowed them down. 

Beyond that is a history going back 
for decades of regime connivance in 
anti-Coptic violence, and of officially 
implemented discrimination and worse 
at almost every level. While almost 
completely unknown in the West, this 
history is of course all too well-known 
to Copts.

The Brotherhood’s ham-handed 
attempts to use any of that history as 
an election ploy in favour of themselves 
could never have worked: the Copts 
would vote for virtually anyone ahead 
of the Islamists.  They well know that 
Egyptian regimes have connived in 
anti-Coptic violence and other forms of 
oppression principally as a sop to the 
Islamists themselves. 

There is however now a sense of 
dread among Copts that their community 
may be used as a scapegoat by whoever 
rules. Memories of past scapegoating go 
back to the time of Gamal Abdul Nasser, 
the army colonel whose coup 60 years 
ago founded the military regime that 
still clings to power. For the demagogic 
Nasser, non-Muslim, ‘foreign’ minorities 
such as the Italian, Armenian, Greek and 

Jewish communities offered easy prey as 
scapegoats. 

But there was a heavy price to pay 
for Egypt. For over a century, these 
minorities had been the country’s chief 
sources of economic dynamism. When 
they were thrown out of the country or 
otherwise forced to flee, the Egyptian 
economy began its long, sad decline 
into the stagnation that now threatens to 
culminate in total ruin.     

Until Nasser, the Copts, though 
Christian, had generally managed to 
resist being treated as just another 
minority. They lived not in separate 
communities but side-by-side with their 
Muslim neighbours. And they were 
accorded some positive recognition as 
people who were directly descended 
from the ancient Egyptians. 

But under Nasser, this very 
distinction served perversely to brand 
them as not ‘Arab’ – an ethnic identity 
that Nasser was keen to forcibly impose 
upon Egypt. (Such was Nasser’s Arabist 
zeal that even the word ‘Egypt’ was 
removed from the country’s postage 
stamps. The official name of the world’s 
oldest nation state became for a time 
‘United Arab Republic’.) 

Syrian Christians and  
the o pposition Forces

THe GReek-cATHOLic church of St. elias in Qusayr, near the town 
of Homs, has been occupied by a group of gunmen of the Syrian 

opposition, that have established their base. As reported to Fides 
by eyewitnesses, on June 13, men, probably islamic radicals stormed 
into the church, forcing the door, ringing bells and carrying out a 
demonstration of scorn that had raised concern among local christian 
leaders (see Fides 13/06/2012). But the group, instead of leaving 
the building, camped inside the liturgical classroom and is now there 
permanently, carrying out all its activities. The local church condemns the 
incident, defining such behavior ‘unacceptable and disrespectful toward a 
sacred place,  as members of the hierarchy of the diocese of Homs report 
to Fides, they have also launched an appeal so that the current conflict  
does not degenerate into the desecration of temples and sacred places, 
of all communities.  

Fides sources confirm that - as many observers have been arguing 
for weeks - in the city of Qusayr, south of Homs, there are radical islamic 
Salafi groups that “want to fight a war of religion.” in the meanwhile, the 
few christians who had remained, mostly elderly people who did not 
want to leave their homes are escaping from Qusayr. At least a thousand 
faithful have fled in recent days after the ultimatum launched by an armed 
faction (see Fides 9 and 12/6/2012 ), which called on christians to leave 
the city.

— Agenzia Fides, information Service of the Pontifical Mission Societies, June 15, 2012.
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Not a few Coptic professionals and 
businesspeople fell victim to Nasser’s 
‘Arabist’ socialism. Indeed, it was during 
the Nasser period that the founders 
of Australia’s Coptic community, now 
around 80,000 strong, arrived on our 
shores. Most had once been prosperous, 
well-educated citizens; quite a few had 
even known a degree of social standing 
in their home country. 

One, whom I later came to know 
quite well, had been a prominent 
courtroom lawyer; another had held a 
high position in Egypt’s central bank. 
Effectively stripped of all they owned 
before fleeing their native shores to 
Australia, such men and their families 
were forced to start anew in their newly-
adopted country, with virtually nothing 
in the way of money, material goods, or 
even recognised qualifications. 

One area in which Nasser had a 
particularly strong interest was in 
ideological indoctrination – and it was 
in this field that the dictator was to 
deliver perhaps his most insidious blow 
against the Copts. Following his coup, all 
mention of the so-called Coptic period 
of Egyptian history – which is to say, the 
centuries immediately prior to the Arab 
Muslim conquest of Egypt around AD 
642 – was removed from the educational 
syllabus in Egypt, at every level.1 

This erasure of Coptic achievements 
in Egyptian history has remained in 
force ever since, ruthlessly enforced by 
the Islamist-dominated teachers’ unions 
in Egypt. To this day, Copts are not 
permitted to teach history in Egyptian 
schools. 

This illustrates the curious, little-
understood relationship that exists 
between the Egyptian military regime 
and the Muslim Brotherhood. While 
the relationship continues to have its 
tensions, and sometimes stretches to 
breaking point, it is well documented 
that ideologically the two sides also have 
much in common. 

Indeed, one noted historian, P. J. 
Vatikiotis, has shown that a significant 
proportion of the army officers involved 
in the coup that established the regime 
were themselves members of the 
Brotherhood.2 While the Brotherhood 
relationship with the Egyptian ‘deep 
state’ remains a troubled one, it also 
remains a relationship of intimacy. 

In any event, Nasser’s educational 
initiative against the Copts, and the long-
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1. Anouar Abdel-Malek: Egypt: military society. Random 
House, 1968. P. 261; Anthony Gorman: Historians, state 
and politics in twentieth century Egypt. RoutledgeCurzon, 
London, 2003. PP 147-173.

2. P. J. Vatikiotis: Nasser and his generation. London, 1978. 
P. 212.

Muslim Egyptians were themselves 
Coptic Christians. Before the Muslim 
Arab conquest, virtually all Egyptians 
were Christian: the very meaning of 
the word ‘Copt’ was simply ‘Egyptian’. 
Contemporary attacks on Copts are in 
that sense a kind of grotesque, national 
self-mutilation – if only the perpetrators 
knew it.  

Peter Day, an Australian journalist, has visited Egypt 
many times over the past 25 years. He was most 
recently in Egypt in early 2011 and stays in touch 
with many friends and contacts in that country.

term Islamist dominance of Egyptian 
educational institutions, have combined 
to deprive Egyptians of virtually any 
real knowledge of the historic legacy of 
their Coptic neighbours or of how they 
come to be Christian. This deliberately 
constructed vacuum in public knowledge 
is easily filled with deadly, sinister 
speculations and ignorant group 
libels by Islamist rabble-rousers who 
associate Copts with ‘crusaders’, western 
‘imperialists’ and the like.  

Of course, the forefathers of the 
overwhelming majority of today’s 
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No recourse 
for Christians

eVeRY SinGLe state in 
the Arab League, except 

Lebanon, inserted in their 
constitutions provisions 
indicating that “islam is the 
religion of the state”; or “ the 
laws of the state must be 
based on islamic Sharia”; 
or the “president must be 
Muslim”. All these provisions 
in the constitutions of the 
Muslim countries demonstrate 
disrespect and discrimination 
against the original christian 
inhabitants of these states. 

The Organization of the 
islamic conference (Oic), an 
international organization with 
a permanent delegation to the 
United nations, with 57 member 
states … not a single resolution 
taken by this organization 
addressed the status of 
minorities in the Muslim states 
or condemned massacres 
and violence against them. i 
might add that the U.S. has a 
permanent representative to this 
body. 

The Arab league (consists of 
twenty-two Arab states) holds 
meetings to discuss issues 
related the Middle east, or 
involving islam. The Arab league 
refuses to meet or discuss the 
execution of christians and 
other minorities living in its 
Member States.

Arab Heads of States and 
their foreign ministers meet 
or a regular basis to discuss 
policies related to the Middle 
east. So far not a single meeting 
has been held to discuss the 
persecution of the christians 
living in their states.
— Gabriel Sawma is Professor of Middle 

east constitutional Law, islamic Law, 
Arabic and Arab culture and civilization at 
Fairleigh Dickinson University, nJ, USA. in 
Assyrian international news Agency, Jan 

18, 2011.
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As one great spectacle gave way to another and thousands waved their  
union flags ever more vigorously I wondered at least fleetingly about  

the real causes of their apparent fervour.

POMP AND CIRCUMSTANCE
by Giles Auty

Y ODD coincidence 
the reign of Queen 
E l i z a b e t h  I I  t o 
date  has  covered 
almost exactly the 
same period as my 
ow n  r a t h e r  l e s s 

distinguished working life which began 
just weeks before her accession to the 
throne, following the death of her father 
King George VI in 1952.

In spite of fairly evident differences 
in our respective roles in life however 
we have thus lived as adults through 
the great many extraordinary changes 
which have taken place in a world 
which at one time probably seemed 
much more familiar and understandable 
to both of us.

Such thoughts are prompted largely 
because I have found myself in London 
recently for the four days of public 
celebrations occasioned by Queen 
Elizabeth’s Diamond Jubilee.

In these somewhat economically 
fraught and dispiriting economic times 
in Britain what I witnessed here was 
not just a great outpouring of affection 
and admiration for a highly respected 
public figure but also evidence of an 
uninhibited-seeming reawakening of 
national pride.

In spite of years of urgings from 
bureaucrats in Brussels and by a 
great many leading figures in British 
governments and the media it seems 
clear than our island race continues 
to see itself not merely as vaguely 
European but rather as distinctively — 
and very proudly — British.

So much for the daydreams of 
Eurocrats.

From this you may infer that 
patriotism travels in the blood rather 
than in the cooler recesses of the 
brain — yet, as such, has stood Britain 

in very good stead in the past in many 
moments of national crisis.

In the depths of the homegrown 
British soul seem to lie buried 
memories of some of the great battles 
that have distinguished this nation 
— from Agincourt and Blenheim to 
Trafalgar, Waterloo and the Battle 
of Britain — and nothing fires such 
dormant embers so readily as martial 
music, superb ceremonial marching and 
part of a piece of music by Sir Edward 
Elgar named Pomp and Circumstance.

What all should recall here is that 
the crown which Queen Elizabeth II 
assumed on the death of her father was 
a very popular institution indeed with a 
nation which had still barely emerged 
by then from the traumas of the Second 

World War. Along with Sir Winston 
Churchill, King George VI was a major 
source of inspiration to the British people 
during the darkest days of that war.

By contrast the latter’s newly-
crowned daughter and her husband 
were rather seen at first as symbols 
of a brighter and better future for 
post-war Britain.

However, the peace everyone 
longed for continued to seem far from 
assured. 60 years ago Harry Truman 
was still in the White House and Josef 
Stalin in the Kremlin. Had the Western 
world simply swapped one dangerous 
set of enemies for another? Although 
the building of the Berlin Wall did not 
start for another 9 years there was no 
doubt in 1952 that the so-called Cold 
War had already begun.

I commenced two years of 
compulsory national service at the 
very beginning of 1953 and spent the 
latter days of my service in Germany 
very close indeed to the border of the 
Russian Zone. The military manoeuvres 
we conducted there were built round 
expectations of a Russian attack.

In present-day Britain as distinct 
from much of our past history, the role 
of the monarch has become at least 
overtly non-political although former 
British Prime Minister John Major was 
nevertheless recently moved to say: “On 
matters of state, there is no-one whose 
counsel I would wish to seek, or whose 
personal judgement I would trust more 
than the Queen’s”.

Unlike some members of a younger 
generation of British royals than the 
Queen she also accepts that a real sense 
of responsibility is a necessary adjunct 
to the heights of privilege she enjoys. In 
such matters the Queen is an exemplar 
of an historic virtue for in former times 
the responsibilities that attend privilege 

BRitain at a CRossRoads

Pay any 
Price

in HiS farewell address from 
the Oval Office, Dwight D. 

eisenhower warned the nation 
of the dangers inherent in a 
powerful ‘military-industrial 
complex,’ and just three 
days later-as if in proof of 
eisenhower’s words — John 
Fitzgerald kennedy famously 
vowed to ‘pay any price, bear 
any burden, meet any hardship, 
support any friend, oppose 
any foe in order to assure the 
survival and the success of 
liberty.’ … some steps, once 
taken, prove impossible to walk 
back. By 1961 the problem that 
eisenhower had identified was 
well advanced.

— Todd S. Purdum, ‘One nation under 
Arms,’ Vanity Fair, January 2012
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were widely understood, appreciated 
and acted upon in British life.

Those many who seek today to 
replace an ancient hierarchy of class 
with one based solely on wealth and 
power usually overlook the benevolent 
aspects of the former simply because 
they have never experienced them and 
thus fail to understand their social 
significance.

The Queen and her husband may 
greatly prefer time spent with dogs, 
horses and rural pursuits to listening 
to rock music and popular entertainers 
yet they had the grace not to show this 
during the recent celebrations. As one 
great spectacle gave way to another and 
thousands waved their union flags ever 
more vigorously I wondered at least 
fleetingly about the real causes of their 
apparent fervour.

Was this simply to salute the Queen 
or was it also to show mounting 
frustration at the endless marginalising 
which takes place now in Europe of the 
myriad national identities and traditions 
of members of the European Union?

Empty facades of British power 
remain admittedly, yet basically convince 
few of us for today the real power lies 
elsewhere. If the recent celebrations 
were a feast then perhaps the European 
Union and its endless meddlings 
represented the obligatory spectre.

Britain’s open flirtation with Europe 
began in 1973 during the flawed Prime 
Ministership of Edward Heath.

Yet it has never been explained as it 
should have been to the British people 
that a condition of our entry to Europe 
was the cutting of our ties with the 
Commonwealth. Astute British journalist 
Christopher Booker recently described 
the Commonwealth as “the worldwide 
family of 50-odd nations so crucial to 
us in the Second World War and still 
so evident at the (Queen’s) coronation 
— many of which have proved far more 
dynamic and attuned to the future than 
the ramshackle assemblage of European 
neighbours with whom we are now 
politically merged”.

To my mind the European Union 
was always an ideologist’s dream rather 
than a pragmatist’s proposal containing 
as it does such an assortment of uneasy 
bedfellows. What the final outcome of 
the present crisis in Europe will be has 
become not just difficult to call but 
even to imagine.

proud American executive who showed 
them to me explained.

Technology, as we all know by now 
, has subsequently moved on at such 
dizzying speed that today a small hand-
held device can. apparently contain the 
complete texts of a thousand novels.

Britain, as I have written already, 
is now largely unrecognisable as the 
country I left nearly twenty years ago. 
Clearly at least some of the change 
relates to technology but another part 
lies in a weakening and worsening 
of the national spirit. With Europe 
breathing endlessly down its neck I fear 
Britain has become unsure about what, 
if anything, it still stands for.

Indeed it has probably become 
illegal by now — as well as untrue — 
to describe ourselves any longer as a 
Christian country. 

GILES AUTY was born in the UK and trained 
privately as a painter. He worked professionally as 
an artist for 20 years. Publication of his The Art 
of Self Deception swung his career towards criti-
cism. He was art critic for The Spectator from 1984 
to 1995. He continues to devote himself to his 
original love — painting. He is a regular contributor 
to Annals.

Tradition and Progress

One OFTen HeARS of ‘cutting-edge’ art; indeed, the much older 
term, avant garde, is of the same ilk. This suggests that there is 

progress in the arts, as there is in science, and that what comes after 
must, in some sense, be better than what came before. Art has some kind 
of destination, with later artists further along the road to it than earlier.

in science, progress is a fact (except for the most extreme of 
epistemological sceptics, none of whom, nevertheless, would be entirely 
indifferent as to whether their surgeon used the surgical techniques of, 
say, the 1830s, rather than those of this century). The most mediocre 
bacteriologist alive today knows incomparably more that did Louis 
Pasteur or Robert koch, for example; the most mediocre physics 
graduate knows incomparably more than Sir isaac newton ever did. This 
is because scientific knowledge is cumulative. But no one would suggest 
that the paintings of Rothko were better than those, say, of chardin 
because he lived a long time after chardin, and that chardin’s were better 
than those of Velasquez for the same reason.

Art teachers and critics use the false analogy with science in order 
to deny the importance of tradition in artistic production. They do not 
realise that science is entirely dependent on tradition for its progress. it 
is not just that most competent scientists know a lot about the history of 
their subject, but that the very problems that they set about solving, their 
entire mental worlds, are inherited by them. no scientist has to discover 
everything anew for himself: no mind, however great, is expected to begin 
again from zero. Tradition is the precondition of progress, not its antithesis 
or enemy.

— Theodore Dalrymple, ‘Beauty and the Best.’ The New English Review , January, 2009

As I wrote at the beginning of this 
article, the 60 year reign of Queen 
Elizabeth II has witnessed changes 
which are so extraordinary both in kind 
and scale that they exceed any such in 
the reign of any other monarch past or 
present.

Thus the first working computer I 
saw more than 40 years ago consisted 
of ten cumbersome steel boxes two 
metres or more in height.

“These will replace the need to 
employ up to ninety young women” the 
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The Extraordinary Life of Father Verner Moore.

PRIEST, PSYCHOLOGIST, MONK
By Wanda Skowronska

h e li f e  of f ather 
Th o m a s  Ve r n e r 
M o o r e  ( 1 8 7 7 -
1969) could well 
be the subject of a 
Spielberg thriller. 
During his lifetime, 

this dynamic Catholic priest was 
professor of psychology at the Catholic 
University of America, established 
pioneering psychological  cl inics , 
traversed continents, was a captain 
in the U.S. Medical Corps, founded a 
Benedictine monastery and ended his 
days as a Carthusian monk. 

Moore was born in Kentucky in 1877 
and in 1890 his family moved to New 
York.1 h e was the second of three boys 

and his father died when he was just 
four years old. h is mother Charlotte 
wrote articles for various journals to 
support the family but succumbed to 
illness and died when Moore was 18. 
Moore then had to leave school for a 
time and work in an insurance office, 
but had known from the age of eight 
that he wanted to be a priest. 

Several Paulist and Jesuit priests 
were a positive influence in his life. in 
particular, throughout his childhood, 
he was especially influenced by the 
local parish Paulists, whose focus was 
evangelisation using whatever means 
the times required, holding summer 
education camps for those without 
financial means. Moore heard their talks 

and was drawn to the Paulist charism. 
After his mother’s death in 1896 he 
entered a Paulist Seminary and was 
ordained in 1901. 

Prior to his ordination, he had shown 
an interest in psychology when he 
met the renowned priest-psychologist 
f r e dward Pace at the Paulist Summer 
h ouse at l ake George during some 
lectures there in 1896. f r Pace had 
opened the first psychology laboratory 
at the Catholic University of America 
not long before. This university had 
been founded in 1877 with the support 
of Pope l eo Xi i i  and its psychology 
department – linked to philosophy — 
was established in 1891 by f ather Pace, 
the distinguished Thomistic scholar 
who had studied with the founder of 
modern psychology in l eipzig, Wilhelm 
Maximilian Wundt. This pioneering 
psychology department, the first at 
any Catholic university in America, 
provided programs that integrated the 
latest empirical research with sound 
philosophical principles. 

So interested was Moore in 
psychology, that he enrolled at the 
Catholic University as a psychology 
student, also studying, on Pace’s advice, 
mathematics, physics, chemistry and 
biology. At that time, psychologists 
tended to be skilled in several areas, 
many of them also being philosophers, 
physiologists, medical doctors and 
theologians. Moore completed his 
doctorate under Pace’s supervision in 
1903 and he began to lecture at the 
institute of Pedagogy recently set up 
by Pace, stirring Moore’s interest in 
educational psychology and cognitive 
science. Moore wrote lightheartedly to 
his Paulist superior at the time, f ather 
Searle, proposing he go to l eipzig to 
study under the great Wilhelm Wundt. 

Moore was sure that this grand 
request would be refused but thought 
a lesser option of remaining in America 
to further study cognitive psychology 

CatholiC life
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might be allowed him. To his surprise, 
his superior was delighted to send him 
overseas to further his knowledge.2 
And thus Moore found himself in 
Leipzig in 1904 studying under 
Wundt where he hoped to discover 
how experimentation could be done 
in the field of the thought processes, a 
source of great debate at the time. In 
Wundt’s laboratory Moore did some 
experimental work on the process 
of abstraction and like Father Pace, 
found no difficulty in integrating his 
Thomistic neo-scholastic education with 
the new developments in experimental 
psychology. 

On his return to the US, Moore 
served as chaplain at the University of 
California and lecturer in philosophy 
at the Paulist house of Studies. He 
then became psychology professor, at 
the Catholic University in Washington 
in 1916. Moore was the first full 
psychology professor to be appointed 
there, his interests being not only 
theoretical, but always seeking to assist 
those in distress wherever he could. 

Once, while on the way to 
Washington by train in 1909, he 
was delayed in Philadelphia during 
a snowstorm. Moore went to the 
University of Pennsylvania, not far 
from where he was. Here he happened 
to meet with psychology professor 
Lightner Witmer (1867- 1956) who had 
introduced experimental psychology 
to the University of Pennsylvania after 
having studied in Leipzig with Wundt. 
Witmer had developed a more clinical 
approach to the teaching and practice 
of this field and was to become known 
as the ‘father of clinical psychology.’ 
He used the co-operative efforts of 
a multidisciplinary group including 
neurologists, physicians, social workers 
and psychologists. The meeting was 
inspirational for Moore and led him 
to set up a similar clinic at Providence 
Hospital and later at the Catholic 
university, trying to assist children with 
various psychological problems. 

During his life Moore never ceased 
studying, adding revelant dimensions 
to his education in order to better 
serve the church. He realised that he 
would benefit from doing a medical 
course, after meeting Lightner Witmer. 
However this was not an option at the 
time for priests were forbidden from 
studying and practising medicine. 
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2210 MISS MARY M DOWNEY 10

2208 F & J SCARRA 67

2208 MRS E TAYLOR 4

2216 MISS J BLEAKLEY 17

2227 MRS M BRAY 3

2032 MRS E M HILL 24

2260 MRS R MOSES 7

2261 MRS PAULINE FOWLER 20

2261 MR RAYMOND NOLAN 24

2500 MR B CLIFFORD 17

2565 MRS P M HAY 20

2614 LADY SCHOLTENS 17

2753 MRS C BAGNARA 17

2795 MRS R C PEARCE 4

3068 REV FR LEO GRIFFIN 24

2148 MISS MARY BUCK 30

2226 MR R WOOBY 7

2065 DRS KS & DC KOZLOWSKI 7

3147 MR & MRS T G FAHY 17

2261 MR J HILFERTY 7

2028 MATT SKRZYNSKI 7

2034 MR W P LENNON 67

2540 DR & MRS J A BROOMHEAD 24

2085 MR JOHN FAVALORO 50

2034 MR PASQUALE ORSINI 17

2780 MR PETER M GALE 33

2151 BARBARA T KENNY 102

2108 MRS JUDITH BURER 7

1220 MR T V WILLSTEED 30

2154 MR REX VAN GEND 24

6059 FR T SMITH 67

2233 MR D J DUNNE 17

3818 JOHN MC LEAN 7

2540 FR LEO DUCK 17

2162 MR C J BERRIGAN 14

2070 MISS M SIMPKINS 23

4017 MRS MAUREEN McLAUGHLIN 2.36

2066 MR L KIRKPATRICK 14

2118 MRS PATRICIA TRAVIS 67

2046 U SULEAU 14

7008 MR B J GILLON 25

2085 MR C J DEVELIN 12

2045 MRS M WEIR 7

7011 MRS J M BROOKING 17

2027 THE SISTERS OF CHARITY 33

2010 MISS MARIE DEMPSEY 7

2034 MR A J CHAPMAN 17

2027 MRS V DIGGES 17

2035 MR H S CROSS MBE OAM 4

2036 MR CHARLES GEORGE 7

2063 MRS MARIE T MCCROSSIN 7

2151 JOHN & GRACE BOITANO 17

2073 MRS D T LANDERS 7

2120 MRS J C HORD 7

2110 MR B J ROSEWORN 74

2047 MRS N LAGUDI 67

2165 MRS S CARBONE 30

2165 CHARLES CASSAR 17

2208 MRS G MACRI 7

2251 MR P F MCLEAN 17

2519 MR & MRS R THRIFT 3

2093 JOSEPH DE GIOVANNI 4

4211 MRS ANNE M McGREGOR 24

2611 MRS J BELTZ 17

2777 MR A T GRAHAM 17

4059 MRS D A CARRIGAN 17

4551 MR E T BRADY 4

TOTAL: $2081.72
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Hopkins where he finally graduated 
in 1915 after which he continued his 
lecturing and clinical practice. 

When the United States declared 
war on Germany on April 6, 1918, 
Moore enlisted as a captain in the 
U.S. Medical Corps but could not go 
initially as no guarantee was given that 
he would be able to say regular Mass 
and hear confessions. Then later in the 
same year, he was able to join with no 
interference to his activity as a priest. 
En route to Europe, however, his ship 
the ‘Finlandia’ nearly sank and Moore 
thought, like those on the Titanic, that 
he and his fellow travellers were living 
out their last moments. Fortunately all 
were saved but before he could begin 
his war duties, Moore had to recuperate 
from a bout of influenza. 

When he finally got to the battlefield, 
it was just one month before armistice 
but he stayed on for much of the 
following year in base hospitals and 
psychiatric centres, assisting the 
wounded and traumatised, and hearing 
many final confessions in wards crammed 
with dying soldiers.4 Moore, found 
time to note down his observations of 
‘wartime neurosis’, as ‘shell shock’ was 
sometimes called, and later put some 
of this material in his book Dynamic 
Psychology, published in 1924. 

Throughout the preceding decade, 
Moore had become increasingly attracted 
to the monastic life of the Benedictines 
such as he witnessed at Downside 
Benedictine Abbey in England which he 
visited while in Europe. After a period of 
deep, agonised reflection on this matter, 
he made the decision to change orders 
and obtained the relevant permission to 
form a congregation of Benedictines in 
Washington, not far from the Catholic 
University. 

This was to be linked to Fort 
Augustus Benedictine monastery in 
Scotland where Moore and four fellow 
priests went in 1923 to do their novitiate, 
in preparation for their Washington 
foundation. In June 1924, final Roman 
approval for the new community came 
and the monastery which was named 
after the medieval Benedictine scholar 
and abbott, Saint Anselm was envisaged 
as a place of prayer and intellectual 
research, countering the growing anti-
religious zeitgeist. 

The subsequent decades were 
the busiest of Moore’s life as he was 

practising psychiatry. Moore enrolled 
at Georgetown University in 1911 and 
then studied for some time in Germany. 

While in Germany, Moore met 
numerous renowned researchers 
among them Emile Kraeplin, who 
had established the first classification 
system for the psychological disorders. 
However when the first world war 
broke out in 1914 Moore found himself 
in a precarious situation in Germany 
for some spies in Germany had used 
religious garb as their ‘cover’ and 
suddenly many foreign priests and nuns 
were suspect. He escaped with some 
other American religious to Holland and 
thence to America, On his return Moore 
resumed his medical studies at John 

Interestingly, up to the twelfth century, 
many physicians were in fact priests but 
when the practice of medicine became 
profitable and was seen as principally 
concerned the health of the body, it was 
deemed foreign to the clerical state and 
banned by the Fourth Lateran Council 
of 1215.3 

However, the 1917 Code of Canon 
law permitted such practice with 
an indult from the Holy See and 
the Revised Code of Canon Law of 
1983 left the question to individual 
religious superiors. However, the 
issue of Moore studying medicine 
preoccupied his ecclesiastical superiors 
who nonetheless permitted him to 
study medicine, arguing it was part of 

Lest we Forget

THe ReD TeRROR, implemented by Felix Dzerzhinsky on September 5, 
1918, was vividly described by the Red Army journal krasnaya Gazeta:

“without mercy, without sparing, we will kill our enemies in 
scores of hundreds. Let them be thousands, let them drown 
themselves in their own blood. For the blood of Lenin and 
Uritsky … let there be floods of blood of the bourgeoisie – more 
blood, as much as possible…”

in an internal circular dated 17 September, Dzerzhinksy invited all 
local chekas to ‘accelerate procedures and terminate, that is, liquidate, 
any pending business.’  in fact the ‘liquidations’ had started as early as 
31 August. On 3 September izvestiya reported that in the previous few 
days more than 500 hostages had been executed by the local cheka in 
Petrograd. According to cheka sources, more than 800 people were 
executed in September in Petrograd alone. The actual figure must be 
considerably higher than that. 

An eyewitness relates the following details: ‘For Petrograd, even a 
conservative estimate must, be 1,300 executions ... The Bolsheviks didn’t 
count, in their “statistics,” the hundreds of officers and civilians who were 
executed on the orders of the local authorities in kronstadt. in kronstadt 
alone, in one night, more than 400 people were shot. Three massive 
trenches were dug in the middle of the courtyard, 400 people were lined up 
in front of them and executed one after the other.’  

in an interview given to the newspaper Utro Moskvy (Moscow morning) 
on 3 november 1918, Peters admitted that ‘those rather oversensitive [sic!] 
cheka members in Petrograd lost their heads and went a little too far. Before 
Uritsky’s assassination, no one was executed at all - and believe me, despite 
anything that people might tell you, i am not as bloodthirsty as they say - but 
since then there have been too many killed, often quite indiscriminately. But 
then again, Moscow’s only response to the attempt on Lenin’s life was the 
execution of a few Tsarist ministers.’ 

According to izvestiya again, a ‘mere’ 29 hostages from the concentration 
camp were shot in Moscow on 3 and 4 September. Among the dead were 
two former ministers from the regime of Tsar nicholas ii, n. khvostov 
(internal affairs) and i. Shcheglovitov (justice). nonetheless, numerous 
eyewitness reports concur that hundreds of hostages were executed during 
the ‘September massacres’ in the prisons of Moscow.
— The  Black Book of communism, Stephane courtois et alii, Harvard University Press, 1999, p.76
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Carthusian congregation in Spain and 
died there on June 5, 1969. 

Moore remains one of the most 
extraordinary figures in the history of 
Christian involvement in psychology in 
his pioneering clinics, his multifaceted 
approach to psychological issues and 
his fervid integration of his faith with 
his psychological practice. He was 
the first American Catholic to head 
a distinct psychology department, the 
first American to take solemn vows 
as a Carthusian. In all his action and 
contemplation lay an apostolic zeal, 
a fervent and generous heart which 
never ceased seeking his loving creator, 
however and wherever he could find 
Him. 

1. Many details of this account can be found in Misiak 
and Staudt, Catholics in Psychology: 187-203.

2. An account of this story can be found in Benedict 
Neenan, O.S.B., Thomas Verner Moore, Psychiatrist, 
Educator and Monk ((New Jersey: Paulist Press, 2000), 
82. This book gives a very comprehensive and inter-
esting account of Moore’s life. 

3. Neenan, op.cit., Neenan explains this in detail at 98 ff. 
4. Neenan, op.cit, 110-111. 
5. Neenan, op.cit, 181. 

6. Neenan, op.cit., 10. 

WAnDA skoWRonskA is a registered psychologist 
who works as a counsellor in inner city schools 
in Sydney. She has recently been awarded a PhD 
in Psychology/Theology at Melbourne’s John-
Paul II Institute. She has done voluntary work 
for the Catholic pro life organisation Family Life 
International, and is a regular contributor to Annals.

Moore, who was obliged to retire 
at age 70 from the Catholic University, 
decided to join this order in Spain, as 
there were no Carthusians in America 
at the time. He took the name Dom 
Pablo Maria, receiving the habit in 1949. 
It turns out that as a young boy Moore 
had felt a deep attraction to the hermit 
life after reading about the desert 
fathers. He always felt a dual pull to 
help others in action and to seek God 
in a life of prayer and contemplation. As 
Neenan states Moore ‘actively worked 
for social progress, especially application 
of the insights of modern psychology 
and psychiatry to solving the problems 
of mental illness’ while recognising 
within himself ‘a deep thirst for solitude 
and union with God in the silence 
of one’s heart’.6. These dual creative 
tendencies persisted throughout his life 
and it was not until he retired that he 
could realise the ‘hermit pull’. 

As a Carthusian monk, Moore 
returned to the US in 1950 to establish 
its first Carthusian charterhouse at Sky 
Farm Vermont, living a life of solitude 
and contemplation there , although 
not entirely without his intellectual 
pursuits. His paper ‘Dogma, Morals and 
Psychiatry’ was read in absentia in 1952 
at the Guild of Catholic Psychiatrists 
in Atlantic City. After a decade at Sky 
Farm Moore returned to his original 

not only a Benedictine, but also ran 
a psychology department, opened a 
training course in psychiatry, established 
a home for intellectually disabled 
girls in 1924, a boys’ school in 1942, 
opened a Child Centre within the 
Catholic university and educated many 
future psychologists and psychiatrists 
who in turn were to head university 
departments. He also wrote prolifically, 
including The Essential Psychoses and 
their Syndromes (1933) and Cognitive 
Psychology (1939). 

Moore was not only an outstanding 
scholar and lecturer but he grappled 
with major issues of the integration 
of psychology and Catholicism. As his 
biographer Neenan stated, this derived 
from his conviction that ‘psychology and 
psychiatry operated out of metaphysical 
principles, whether consciously or 
not, and were strong vehicles of moral 
influence in people’s lives’ and that any 
psychology that ‘denied the existence 
of the human soul or the functioning 
of the human will would have a 
detrimental effect on people treated 
under its influence.’5 

At the Catholic University, Moore 
imprinted a Catholic foundation and 
outline for the psychology students 
who passed through there. In 1939 he 
assumed the responsibility of heading 
the joint department of psychology 
and psychiatry and engaged with 
issues of Americanism in an irenic 
manner, always seeking to draw out 
the good from scientific psychology, 
while insisting on its philosophical and 
theological foundations. 

It is a pity that many Catholics 
pursued the anti-religious therapies of 
Freud and Jung uncritically at the time 
while they had such a stellar Catholic 
psychologist in their midst. While Moore 
supported some of Freud’s notions such 
as the unconscious and repression, it 
would be a mistake to consider him a 
Freudian devotee for as usual, Moore 
carefully evaluated what could be of use 
to a Catholic psychologist. 

In 1947 Moore accepted an 
invitation by the Spanish Ministry 
of Education to lecture on psychiatry 
at the University of Madrid. While 
in Spain he visited the Carthusian 
charterhouse of St Mary of Mirarflores 
in Burgos, Spain and became drawn 
to the more ascetic monastic life of the 
Carthusian Order. 

Modernity is not Democracy

THe QUeSTiOn inevitably arises: was chesterton, by our standards, 
a conservative or a liberal? Our standard, i’m afraid, would have elicited 

nothing but contempt from him. As he wrote in an essay in 1929, ‘The business 
of the Progressives is to go on mak ing mistakes, while the business of 
conservatives is to prevent the mistakes from being corrected.’ The real problem 
with conservatism, he thought, is that it is ‘based upon the idea that if you leave 
things alone, you leave them as they are. But you do not. if you leave a thing 
alone, you leave it to a torrent of change.’ if forced to choose, he probably would 
have opted for traditionalist: ‘Tradition means giv ing votes to the most obscure 
of all classes, our ancestors. it is the democracy of the dead.’ He was a witty 
and unsparing critic of both socialism and capitalism; he actually wrote for a 
socialist paper, The Daily Herald, for a time because the editors gave him the 
freedom to attack socialism in front of a readership prepared to disagree with 
him. it was, however, his criticism of capitalism that earned him some of his 
most fervent friends and enemies and has kept him at arm’s length from modern 
conservatism. As chesterton famously wrote, ‘Modernity is not democracy; 
machinery is not democracy, the surrender of everything to trade and commerce 
is not democracy. capitalism is not democracy; and is admittedly, by trend and 
savour, rather against democracy. Plutocracy by definition is not democracy.’ 
Unlike his conservative friends, he made a sharp distinction between private 
enterprise and private property: “A pickpocket is obviously a champion of private 
enterprise, but it would perhaps be an exaggera tion to say that a pickpocket is a 
champion of private property.’

— Allen Burra discussing G. K. Chesterton: A Biography, by ian ker OUP London, 2011,  
quoted in The Chesterton Review, xxxvii Fall and winter, 2011 p. 543.
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‘I have penetrated far enough into the facts of the  
modern world never to believe the newspapers.’

GOSSIP AND PUBLIC JOURNALISM
By G.K.Chesterton

T S E E M S a  ju s t  and 
reasonable thing, a part of 
the cosmos, as reasonable 
as the rain and the sun and 
green leaves in summer, that 
the wrong people should 
have the wrong arguments. 

The really startling and supernatural 
thing, the thing that makes the soul 
stagger, is, the fact that the right people 
have the wrong arguments. 

The people who really are right 
are always misrep resented; they are 
not misrepresented by their enemies, 
but by themselves. The people who 
really have an excellent case cannot 
be induced to state it. For instance, 
it happens from time to time that the 
police are really right. It does not 
happen often, of course, but it does 
happen; and, when it does, there is 
always some mistake about the mode 
of presenting the matter to the public. 

When the Government is right 
in principle, it takes a special and 
peculiar care to be wrong in detail. 
There have been many examples 
of this; but I suppose no example 
could possibly be stronger than that 
of certain prosecutions within living 
mem ory. If you read the public 
reports of most prosecutions in the 
ordinary newspapers, the whole thing 
seems to be pure non sense. But then 
nearly everything, as reported in the 
ordinary newspapers, seems to be 
pure nonsense. 

The man who reports a criminal 
trial in a modern newspaper seems to 
have (as far as I can make out) only 
three quite clear and definite objects. 
First, in all cases, he desires to conceal 
the name of the crime. Second, in 
aristocratic cases he desires to conceal 
the name of the criminal. And third, in 
all cases political, religious, or in any 
way, impor tant he desires to conceal 

the whole course of the argument. 
I am quite sure myself that this 

mysterious method provokes much 
more indecent imagination than any 
indecency could provoke. I can quite 
understand not reporting a case at all; 
but I cannot see the value of reporting 
it at great length, but so as to mean 
nothing. I have read long police 
paragraphs at the end of which one 
literally could not tell whether it was 
a case of arson or forgery or stealing 
a horse.

One of the worst examples of this 
obscurity and illogicality in the legal 
proceedings or in the reports of them 
is furnished by such curious cases as 
those to which I have already alluded. 

If you read the newspapers, the tale 
is plain bosh; but, fortu nately, I have 
penetrated far enough into the facts 
of the modern world never to believe 
the newspapers. 

I have heard men talking 
contemptuously of private gossip; and 
I have heard men talking proudly of 
the dignity of the Press. But I have 
come to the conclusion that if you 
never believe the Press and if you 
always believe private gossip (within 
reason) you will probably be right. 
Private gossip is so much more serious 
than the Press. 

Private gossip is so much more 
responsible than the Press. I say this 
literarily, not flippantly; for, indeed, 

gags and gRievanCes
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the thing is perfectly clear. A man 
does not wear a mask when he tells 
you a story in a club; but a man does 
wear a mask when he tells you a story 
in the columns of the Daily Post or the 
Morning Telegraph.

 The man in the club may be drunk 
— he generally is — but he is sober 
enough to remember his own name. 
But the Special Correspondent is 
sober enough to forget his own name, 
or, at least, to conceal it. 

All that anybody ever really 
meant as the evil of gossip is much 
more characteristic of established 
journalism: the fact that gossip comes 
from nowhere in particular and from 
everywhere at once; that no name can 
be put to it as the name of an author, 
that you cannot run it to earth, but 
when you attempt to contradict it 
strange obstacles of entanglement and 
denial seem to cross your path. 

All this, which is so true of private 
scandal, is very much truer of public 
journalism. The frivolous chatter is 
now all in public journalism. The 
public responsibility is all in private 
con versation.

So it is specifically about criminal 
prosecutions. If I had gone by the 
newspapers I should have thought 
the whole thing not only unjust but 
unmeaning. 

But suppose I have come across 
some gossip; gossip is another name 
for democracy. Then I have heard 
something of the man against whom 
the charge is brought from people 
who have actually heard him speak: 
That is, I know something about him 
in the way that a strong, successful, 
and therefore small democracy knows 
something about one of its noisier 
and more annoying citizens. 

I know something about him, just 
as an Athenian citizen (who had no 
newspapers) knew something about 
Socrates. If the witty reader of this 
page (I should think there can be 
only one reader of this page, and I 
feel somehow that he must be witty) 
— if the witty reader of this page 
replies that Athenian citizens, if they 
knew about Socrates, did not at any 
rate know him well enough to leave 
him alone; if that sparkling person 
remarks that at least they were wrong 
to kill Socrates; then in that case 
I have only two remarks to make. 

Dates:  10 – 12 August 2012
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LEADERS FORUM

Professor Robert George Cardinal George Pell

Jim Wallace AM John Anderson AO Jessica Langrell

The John Paul II Australian Leaders Forum brings together leaders from 
around Australia to identify the latest successful developments in efforts 
to evangelise the culture. The Forum will also provide an opportunity for 
leaders to support each other, particularly in developing an intellectual 

framework around the most crucial issues they face in their roles.

For more details on speakers, the Forum agenda and how to register please visit our website 
www.jp2alf.org.au 

or contact Philippa Le Feuvre on (07) 3832 8260 or info@jp2alf.org.au 

JN115877 Annals June Issue #4.indb   26 5/07/12   8:55 AM



Ann Als Austr Al AsiA  27  june 2012

weapons; they are such very weak 
weapons. We cannot give our enemy a 
gag; we only give him a grievance! 

Cynically, these powers do us no 
good. Ideally, they do us harm. It is as 
if two duellists had to fight with sharp 
swords, but one was allowed to wear a 
shirt and not the other. The shirt would 
be a privilege: but yet not a protection. 
It would not be enough to give him the 
victory: but it would be just enough to 
make his victory unpopular.

— Extract from The Illustrated London News, 
February 1, 1908

which can really distinguish between 
one class of cases and another? 

One can only explain it by that 
mysterious and universal law which 
leads persons in a position of authority 
to manage to be wrong even when they 
happen to be right.

As I am myself one of those who do 
believe in orthodoxy, I may be allowed, 
perhaps, to say that I am certain that 
orthodoxy loses, at this moment, even 
in a worldly sense, every time it uses 
these legal and official weapons. For 
the weapons are not merely antiquated 

First, that I do not say that ordinary 
knowledge, gathered from seeing men 
in the streets of your own little town, 
is infallible, but only that it is more 
infallible than high-class journalism. 
Second, that I am not by any means 
sure that they were wrong in killing 
Socrates. But that is another argument; 
we will have it another week.

The present subject (whenever 
I attempt to get to it I seem to get 
somewhere else) is that private 
assurances are generally much more 
reliable than public explanations; 
especially when (as gen erally happens 
nowadays) the public explanations are 
not intended to explain. 

These personal statements that I have 
heard assure me that whether or not 
the man is guilty of the crime which is 
charged to him, he is at least odd from 
the point of view of ordinary manners. 

I have known many such men, at any 
rate, marked by essential or spiritual 
bad manners, by brutal disregard for 
the age or sex of the people to whom 
they speak, and gen erally of an ugly 
disposition, not so much to argue with 
their equals as to shock those who are 
their inferiors in experience or their 
superiors in innocence. 

I say I have heard of such men. I do 
not of necessity believe the description; 
but I do understand it. The newspaper 
description I do not understand at all.

That a man should be tried in secret 
merely for attacking certain institutions 
affects me as merely meaningless. A 
man who attacks, say, the Christian 
religion in the modern world is not an 
unheard of or extraordinary person. 

The extraordinary per son is the 
person who defends the Christian 
religion; I (for exam ple) am an 
extraordinary person — I mean in that 
respect. 

If a man violates verbal decency, 
let the Government prosecute him 
for violating verbal decency, of which 
all modern men approve, instead of 
prosecuting him for violating religious 
orthodoxy, of which nearly all modern 
men, except a few of my personal 
friends, strongly disapprove.

 Why should they dig up an old Act 
of Parliament which, taken literally, 
applies quite as much to Mr. John 
Morley’ or to Mr. Lecky, when they 
might take other ground, or, best of 
all, leave the matter to a public opinion 
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Across Clues
1. Book containing the prayers, rites, etc. of 

the Mass (12)
9. Brother of Moses (5)
10. Church musicians (9)
11. Aquatic bird with a large pouch 

attached to its bill (7)
12. Glorified (7)
13. Avoided (8)
14. Proverbs (6)
17. More common name for 1 across (6)
19. Irish port:  captured by Cromwell in 

1649 and its inhabitants massacred (8)
23. Exposes to view (7)
25. Places of worship associated with saints 

(7)
26. The desecration of anything regarded 

as sacred (9)
27. Tests (5)
28. Converted to (12)

Down Clues
1. Loose wide-sleeved liturgical vestments 

(9)
2. The room in which the last supper took 

place (7)
3. Consecrated with holy oil (8)
4. Birds of prey (6)
5. Large one-handled drinking vessel (7)

6. To restore (a gauge, dial, etc) to zero (5)
7. Specimen (6)
8. Confidential statements spoken in 

undertones (6)
15. Kalaallit Nunaat (9)
16. Expectation (8)
17. A member of the society of Mary (6)
18. An Old Testament liar (Acts 5) (7)
20. Areas of land used for the cultivation of 

plants, vegetables, flowers and trees (7)
21. Birthplace of Saint Francis (6)
22. Relating to bone or to the skeleton (6)
24. Clergyman (5)
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Too much smoke; too many mirrors

INCHING ONE’S WAy  
THROUGH THE Sy RIAN MAZE

By Paul Stenhouse, PhD

OMMENTING on 
the November 5 , 
2009 For t  Hood 
killing of fourteen 
soldiers  and the 
wounding of thirty 
o thers  by Major 

Nidal Malik Hasan, and in response to 
questions surrounding the promotion 
to Major of an underperforming military 
psychiatrist who frequented Islamist 
websites, and attended a mosque in 
Northern Virginia presided over by 
Imam Anwar al-Aulaqi, ‘a fiery al-Qaeda 
supporter,’  the New York Post reported:

“officers’ promotion boards have 
quotas for minorities … it’s almost 
impossible for the Army’s politically 
correct promotion system to pass over 
a Muslim physician. 

“We know,” the Post goes on to say, 
“that Hasan’s peers, subordinates and 
patients repeatedly raised red flags 
that his superiors suppressed”.1

 The Political Correctness that 
infests most of the West’s media, and 
its political, bureaucratic and military 
institutions takes on an even more 

sinister hue when you are dealing with 
global issues that involve geopolitical 
duplicity and undeclared agendas 
on the part of almost all players, 
and a tsunami of omniscience and 
manipulation by profit-driven media.

When the issue is Syria, with its 
allegedly ‘popular’ uprising against 
Alawite President Bashar al-Assad 
[described variously as ‘the Dictator’2 
and ‘the Butcher’3] and the hard-line 
Ba’athist Syrian regime that he inherited 
from his father Hafez al-Assad – we 
start to notice the effect of the smoke, 
pulleys and mirrors.

If to this ambivalent mix you add 
thousands4 of Islamist mercenaries, 
salafists and mujahidun from Libya, 
Jordan, Lebanon, Afghanistan, France, 
Turkey, Mauritania, Qatar and Saudi 
Arabia – and if you then throw in 
Al-Qaida5 and the Muslim Brothers6 
and then discover that some Saudi 
fathers are allegedly auctioning their 
sons as suicide bombers in Syria7 – you 
may realise that there is more to this 
bloody conflict than a search for long 
denied freedoms and human dignity 

on the part of frustrated and loyal 
Syrian citizens ‘rejecting tyranny and 
corruption’ on the part of a dictatorial 
regime.8

In many cases these mercenaries 
in Syria with links to al-Qaida were 
trained and financed by U.S. forces in 
Libya.9 And there is, allegedly, evidence 
that suggests that the U.S. has covertly 
supported the assassination of police 
officials in Syria.10

Ali Sadr ad-Din al-Bayanouni, former 
head of the Muslim Brothers in Syria 
would have the world believe that 
Bashar al-Assad ‘has no regard for the 
blood of his people’. 

In the same breath he tells us that 
the Muslims of Hama were massacred 
in 1982 ‘because they demanded 
freedom and dignity, and rejected 
tyranny and corruption’. 

Like the so-called Free Syrian Army 
in Homs and elsewhere in recent 
months, the Muslim Brothers had taken 
control of Hama by February 2, 1982.  

At that time the city had a population 
of around 250,000. Between 10,000 
and 30,000 people lost their lives in the 

JustiCe not Chaos
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fighting that took place between the 
Brothers and the Military. Much of the 
city was destroyed.

Without in any way condoning 
the brutal and excessive use of 
force employed by Rifaat al-Assad – 
Hafez al-Assad’s brother – who led 
the army and the dreaded Security 
forces [Mukhabarat] on that occasion, 
al-Bayanouni’s version is too sanitised 
for it to be left unchallenged. 

He says nothing of the widespread  
guerrilla warfare waged by Muslim 
Brothers throughout Syria, targeting 
mainly Alawite military officers, and 
government officials. 

These killings led up to the June 16, 
1979 slaughter of cadets at the Aleppo 
Artillery School. One of the officers 
assembled the cadets in the dining-hall 
and then let in the gunmen who opened 
fire on them. Thirty-two cadets were 
killed, and fifty-four wounded in this 
attack by a Sunni Islamist group that was 
a spin off from the Muslim Brothers.11  

Al-Bayanouni makes no mention of 
bomb attacks by the Brothers against 
the government and its officials, 
including a nearly successful attempt to 
assassinate Hafez al-Assad on 26 June 
1980, during an official state reception 
for the president of Mali. 

Most of the Western world’s media, 
along with the UN, NATO, the US and 
her allies – including Australia – seem 
to have bought the al-Bayanouni spin.  

They are on record as having 
prejudged – and provoked – the 
conflict being waged in Syria. Just 
as they prejudged and provoked the 
conflict in Libya. 

Numbers of Western and Arab 
countries – notably the US,12 Libya,13 

Turkey,14 Saudi Arabia15 and Qatar16 
– have armed, or have called for the 
arming of the Syrian opposition’s 
‘military wing,’ the so-called Free Syrian 
Army which draws heavily on the 
allegedly ‘non-existent’ foreign fighters 
listed above.

For his part, Syrian President Bashar 
al-Assad has been tried and found 

guilty of massacring his own people, 
and other heinous crimes against 
humanity – in myriad media and 
political kangaroo courts.  

All this on the strength of 
denunciations by UN officials, Prime 
Ministers, Presidents and Foreign 
Ministers of Western countries, and 
foreign editors of almost any newspaper 
that you care to name, supported by 
anonymous and unsubstantiated tweets, 
anecdotal evidence on other social 
networking services and websites, plain 
gossip and reportage ‘at a distance’. 

Assad and his government have been 
denied amnesty by the UN,17 and the 
Alawite community has been threatened 
with extermination.18 

All has been done, and is allegedly 
being done in the name of democracy 
and rule of law [where do Libya, Saudi 
Arabia and Qatar fit into this scenario?] 
One can only wonder what sort of 
future democracy is envisaged for Syria 
by the principal players in this bloody 
game.

In October 2010, Global Heritage Fund named Damascus one of  12 cultural heritage sites most ‘on the verge’ of  
irreparable loss and destruction. The devastation of  the past months has exacerbated the problems.

Fighters with the ‘Free Syrian Army’
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And more recently [June 27] fierce 
fighting has broken out in Gao in 
north Mali between Islamic jihadists – 
offshoots of al-Qaida demanding that 
Islamic Law be strictly enforced in Mali 
– and secular Tuareg tribesmen fighting 
for the independence of their northern 
homeland that they call Azawad.25 

As I write, there is news that the 
Syrian conflict has spilled over into 
Australia and is dividing our various 
Muslim communities. An Alawite prayer 
room in Greenvale and  a cultural 
centre in North Coburg have been 
fire-bombed, and individual members 
of the Alawite community have been 
threatened or attacked by ‘Islamists’. In 
Sydney’s west a young father was shot 
in the doorway of his home.

A pamphlet left on the site of the 
attacks in Melbourne and Sydney was 
address to ‘the dog of the [Nasara] 
Christians’. 26

Islamist gains in Egypt, Libya and 
Tunisia ought to have given the US and 
her allies cause to reflect on the wisdom 
of further destabilising the region by 
toppling the flawed Syrian regime 
that Assad inherited from his father, 
and handing Syria over to a faceless, 
multinational, heavily armed and 
ideologically divided ‘opposition’ force 
‘that is in stark contrast to the “freedom 

All this is redolent of a deal done with 
the Kurdistan Regional Government in 
North Iraq by Texas-based Hunt Oil – 
before Iraq had passed its National Oil 
Law that was to govern all such deals. 
According to a cable sent on September 
9, 2009 by the US Government’s 
Kurdistan Regional Reconstruction 
Team, Hunt Oil’s CEO wasn’t troubled 
by the illegality. He commented: ‘This is 
a significant opportunity that outweighs 
the legal ambiguities’.23

No one – least of all the Obama 
Administration – seems to care about 
the fate of the non-Islamist Syrian Sunni 
majority in whose name this mammoth 
anti-Assad and anti-Alawite PR campaign 
has been staged in order to seize the 
‘significant moment’; or about the fate 
of the Alawites and the other non-Sunni 
minorities in Syria. These minorities 
comprise about 40% of the total 
population of twenty-two million. 

How many will die while so-called 
‘legal ambiguities’ are being outweighed 
by national interest and international 
intrigue?

Recent [June 23] violent clashes 
between armed groups of Islamist 
terrorists and Algerian armed forces 
around the Boufarik region raise fears 
that Algeria may be the next domino to 
fall to Islamic extremists.24

Al-Bayanouni, the former Muslim 
Brother leader referred to above, 
reassured readers of the Guardian 
newspaper that ‘The fear that Syria will 
descend into chaos if the regime falls is 
unjustified’.19 

If this is code for ‘there will be no 
sectarian violence’ then al-Bayanouni’s 
reassurance needs to be balanced 
against the much publicised slogan 
‘Alawites to the grave; the Christians 
to Beirut’. And the fact that sectarian 
violence has been occurring almost from 
the beginning of the present unrest. 

 He would probably say – along 
with many of the opposition20 – that the 
catch-cry quoted above was spread by 
the regime to frighten the minorities 
into remaining loyal to it. 

Despite The Australian’s inexplicably 
pushing this same line with its 
unsourced insistence that Assad is 
‘making the conflict sectarian,’21 there 
are too many instances of  bands of 
armed and masked agitators kidnapping 
and murdering Alawites, Christians, 
and members of other minority groups 
living in remote country towns and 
villages, for this to be plausible. 

If unequivocal evidence exists that 
the Syrian Government is fomenting 
sectarian violence, then let it be 
presented. 

In any case, chaos is already in 
evidence, and according to UN 
peacekeeping chief Herve Ladsous, 
Syria is now enmeshed in a civil war.22 

If and when civil war does actually 
break out a heavy responsibility for 
the carnage must be borne by the 
instigators and provocateurs of this 
unnecessary conflict – many of them 
manipulating the mirrors and the 
pulleys from behind the scenes. 

I refer readers to articles that I 
wrote on my return from Syria late in 
2011: ‘Creative Chaos’ and the fate of 
minorities in Syria,’ Annals 8/2011. And 
a much longer article in Quadrant April 
2012: ‘What’s Really Going on in Syria?’

The Syrian ‘Spring’ has revealed 
frightening cracks and stains in the 
credibility of the overt and covert 
power brokers who are determined at 
whatever cost, to bring Assad down; 
and Syria with him. 

Legalities seem to have been set aside 
in favour of the usual default position of  
unscrupulous people at the end of their 
tether: ‘the end justifies the means’. 

Popular Support for  
the Syrian Regime

THe QATARi television network Al-Jazeera claims that all the 
demonstrations in support of President Bashar al-Assad’s regime are 

organised by the regime itself and they are not spontaneous expressions 
of support. Though it does appear that these demonstrations are well 
organised and managed by the regime, a large number of Syrians freely 
take part in these shows of support. Moreover, spontaneous mass popular 
reactions of support have indeed taken place, in particular when Syria was 
suspended from the Arab League. But international media networks rarely 
cover such pro-regime events. 

“In Syria, the majority of the population is not actively for or against 
the regime. They seek greater freedoms and to safeguard the existing 
model of society. Moreover, if it has to choose between Bashar and the 
Salafists and therefore chaos, the people will support Bashar,” said one of 
the spokespeople of the coordination who did not wish to be named; “for 
the people there is really no alternative. Clearly the regime, despite all its 
faults, is preferable to chaos. The Syrian people want peace and the rest is 
pure misinformation”.

More than 50% of the Syrian population live in Damascus and Aleppo. 
The country’s two main cities were free of violence up to December 
2012. Between the ‘pro-Bashar’ and ‘anti-Bashar’ groups there is still an 
enormous silent majority which has distanced itself from the regime, but 
which has not turned to active protest.
— The Lebanonization of Syria: Report on the actors of the Syrian crisis, Centre Internationale de 
Researches et d’Études sur le Terrorisme et l’Aide aux victims du terrorisme, Paris January 2012.
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power. Before long the Caliphs were the 
puppets of their bodyguards, the ‘City 
of Peace’ [‘Madinat al-Salam’ – the real 
name of Baghdad] was a ‘city of Chaos,’ 
and at one time three former Caliphs 
were to be seen blinded and begging 
for alms in the streets of Baghdad. 32

It was not in the best interests of 
the Abbasids to betray the Khurasanis. 
Nor was it in their best interests 
to introduce Turkish soldiers as 
bodyguards for the Caliphs.

Could there be a lesson here for 
President Obama and his Western allies 
and for the Prime Ministers of Turkey 
and Israel, the King of Saudi Arabia, the 
Emir of Qatar, and their advisers?

Whose interests are best served by 
the bloody coup posing as a popular 
revolution that is tearing Syria apart as 
I write? 
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fighter” image that the rebels and their 
political allies outside Syria have sought 
to project to the world’.27

The Australian’s Greg Sheridan is on 
record as considering that  ‘On balance, 
it is right that Western policy seek the 
overthrow of Bashar al-Assad’s brutal 
regime,’28 despite emotional calls for 
an end to attempts to overthrow the 
regime by violent means, by the Mufti 
of Syria, Sheikh Ahmad Badr ad-Din 
Hassoun, whose own son was brutally 
murdered by extremists on October 2 
last year.29 

Then again, of course, we have the 
assurance of the former head of the 
Muslim Brothers in Syria that the 
transition to democracy will be smooth 
in Syria after Assad goes.

The US and the West seem to have 
lost control of the risky anti-Shia game-
plan drawn up by the usual suspects on 
the assumption that Syria is the ‘weak 
link in the quartet of Evil’ – Iran, Syria, 
Hamas and Hizbollah.30 

Removing Assad and the Alawites 
from the equation is expected to 
prevent Iran’s continuing to arm 
Hizbollah, and to isolate further 
the Shia state that once – in 1979 – 
humiliated the most powerful country 
on earth, and probably cost Jimmy 
Carter the Presidency.  America has still 
not restored diplomatic relations, thirty-
three years later. 

The irony of the parlous corner into 
which the de-Christianized West and 
the US have again backed themselves 
and us, seems lost on them. 

For Sunni extremists – for Taliban, 
for Muslim Brothers, for al-Qaida, for 
Wahhabis and for Salafists – to be ‘anti-
Shia’ is synonymous with being ‘anti-
American’ and ‘anti-West’.31  

It was said of Hafez al-Assad, father 
of Bashar, that he survived because 
he had no permanent friends, and no 
permanent enemies: only permanent 
interests – paraphrasing Lord 
Palmerston’s quip.

The once powerful Abbasid 
Caliphate came to an ignoble end under 
Mongol invaders in 1258.  Its decline 
began when the Caliph al-Mutasim, 
[833-842] son of Harun al-Rashid, 
unwisely employed thousands of 
Turkish mercenaries as bodyguards to 
offset the influence of soldiers from 
the Persian Province of Khurasan to 
whom the Abbasids owed their rise to 

Conquering  
the west

A POPULAR topic for discussion on Arabic TV channels is the best 
strategy for conquering the west. it seems to be agreed that 

since the west has overwhelming economic, military and scientific 
power, it could take some time, and a full frontal assault could prove 
counterproductive. Muslim immigration and conversion are seen as the 
best path. Saudi Professor nasser bin Suleiman al-Omar declared on 
al-Majd TV last month, ‘islam is advancing according to a steady plan, 
to the point that tens of thousands of Muslims have joined the American 
army and islam is the second largest religion in America. America will 
be destroyed. But we must be patient.’ Sheikh Muhammad bin Abd 
al-Rahman al-’Arifi, imam of the mosque of the Saudi government’s king 
Fahd Defence Academy, wrote recently, ‘we will control the land of the 
Vatican; we will control Rome and introduce islam in it.’ 

— Anthony Browne, The Triumph of the east, The Spectator, July 24, 2004.

Shrine to St John the Baptist in the Umayyad Mosque, 
Damascus
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MEDIA MATTERS
By JAmes muRRAy

Rainbow’s end

The great hack, Sam Johnson, remarked that 
there was no settling the point of precedency 
between a louse and a flea. An equivalent 
difficulty exists in deciding whether Fairfax 
Group hacks or their News Limited counterparts 
provided the better coverage of their respective 
June crises. 

One initial point must be made: both showed 
the limitations of journalism in their inability to 
report definitively on their own and each other’s 
situation, an ironic example, perhaps, of being 
too close to a story while undergoing mushroom 
treatment. 

Both the Fairfax and News Limited 
re-structures may have commercial in confidence 
elements. But how is press freedom served if 
media companies zip their lips on aspects of their 
dealings while using Freedom of Information to 
probe governments, the armed forces, the legal 
and medical professions, and the churches?

News Limited, led by its flagship The 
Australian (June 20) front-paged the Fairfax 
Group re-structure, emphasising the number of 
job losses: 1900 including 400 journalists. That 
News Limited was able to do this was down to the 
previous day’s frankness of Fairfax chief executive 
Greg Hywood’s video address to staff. 

In a subsequent News Limited re-structure 
video, chief executive Kim Williams did not give 
job-loss numbers though surely obliged to correct 
or confirm rumours of up to 1000? His tone was 
upbeat, and showed little awareness that he was 
talking to professionals experienced in sorting 
chaff from wheat. 

Resort to folklore provides a clearer picture 
than the Hywood and Williams video addresses. 
Fairfax is Old Mother Hubbard who found the 
cupboard bare; News Limited is the Leprechaun 
who found a crock of gold at the rainbow’s end. 

 Future Age

Dire predictions of a Fairfax break-up omit a 
positive element: The re-emergence of The Age as 
an independent entity, better placed to compete 
with The Australian which has given the country a 
taste for national news, thanks to Rupert Murdoch 

(or his then boss-printer, Ken Cowley, who first 
thought of it).

The Sydney Morning Herald? Its masthead 
defines its problem; it is a local newspaper. 

Kohleric crock  

The News Limited rainbow did have a crock 
of gold for Alan Kohler; his AIBM (Australian 
Independent Business Media) Business Spectator 
website and on-line Eureka Report was taken-
over as part the re-structure. Yet in a by-lined 
piece (The Australian, June 21) rather than giving 
exclusive details of the deal, Kohler, a formidable 
analyst, delivered a crock of schmaltz about early 
happy days on the paper. 

So moving was the schmaltz, your 
correspondent began to think Kohler might 
have settled for lifetime of more happy days. He 
referred neither to the exact sale price (reported 
subsequently in The Australian as $23 million). 
Nor did he say how he and his associates, 
Stephen Bartholomeusz and the immortal Robert 
Gottliebsen, shared the millions with their initial 
backers, the peerless venture capitalists Mark 
Carnegie and John Wylie. 

 And not a word about reports that Carnegie-
Wylie might have pressured the dynamic trio to 
take the profit and climb aboard the News Limited 
juggernaut (Murdochnaut?), set to get mightier 
if its bid for more than management control of 
Foxtel succeeds. 

The deal again raised conflict of interest 
questions about Kohler’s ABC appearances and 
their lack of AIBM identification. He denied any 
conflict. Fine, but why is it that generally outside 
commentators on the ABC are appropriately 
identified? Undoubtedly Kohler and his graphs 
are an ABC asset. On occasions, he can be 
deadpan funnier than John Clarke and Brian 
Dawe in their 7.30 spot. Solution to perceived 
conflict: a spot for Kohler and his graphs on Sky 
news with other News Limited luminaries. 

Silver lining

Silver medal to Malcolm Turnbull, MHR, for 
commenting on mining magnate Gina Rinehart’s 
designs on the Fairfax Group. He was by no 
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means as agitated as some in the context of the 
Fairfax Charter of Editorial Independence (SMH, 
June 19). Turnbull epitomises the French saying 
that you can go anywhere from journalism — if 
you leave early enough. 

His media comments are therefore in a 
different category from those of politicians 
who advocate forms of control; historically 
press freedom has been more constrained by 
governments than by individual proprietors, 
however rich or wilful.

Another silver medal to Mike Smith, an 
ex-editor of The Age; he helped draft the charter of 
independence, and made clear its limitations (The 
Australian, June 20). 

Gilded ackers 

And gold, gold, gold to Richard Ackland (SMH, 
June 21) one of the few hacks to keep his sense of 
humour when all about him were losing theirs.

Apropos the Rinehart editorial control 
ambitions, he reminded readers that the founding 
Fairfaxes were not averse to such control. He 
could have added that the Fairfax private lives, 
some not uncolourful, did not make the SMH 
columns. 

As it turned out, Rinehart’s private life was 
on the SMH broadsheet front-page and in its 
tabloid News Review (June 23-24) in a plug for the 
imminent publication of Fairfax journalist Adele 
Ferguson’s, Gina Rinehart: The Untold Story of the 
Richest Woman in the World, a title that verges on 
the ludicrous. 

Reminder: your correspondent compared 
Rinehart’s 14 per cent Fairfax shareholding to 
the Commonwealth Bank’s 12 per cent (later 
increased) and queried the balance: a voice for 
banking, no voice for mining. (Annals Jan/Feb 
issue)

At this writing, Rinehart’s shareholding 
had increased to 18.7 per cent, close to the 
pre-take-over threshold; it is worth adding that 
her views are up front; the views of those who 
run institutional investment in Fairfax are not. 
Rinehart’s views can be modified by strong, public 
interest copy or by off-the-record persuasion, as 
were the carbon-tax views of PM Julia Gillard. 

Any Fairfax Group reporter investigating 
the international mining companies — x strata, 
BHP-Billington and Rio — who ignored Gina 
Rinehart, on or off record, would be as daft 
as a News Limited writer doing a piece on 
May-September romance while ignoring Rupert 
Murdoch. 

Nicking bronze

Only bronze to Nick Leys for tagging Gina 
Rinehart ‘The Boadicea of the Right’ (The 
Australian, June 19). Why not silver or gold? Leys 
failed to complete the double by tagging his boss, 
Rupert Murdoch, ‘The Colossus of the Right’ 

Leys did have a problem: in London, a mere 
lane of the global village, the Colossus is in 
trouble; the Levinson inquiry grinds out more and 
more allegations of phone-hacking and unworthy 
propinquity between politicians and newspaper 
executives. Even the British Prime Minister 
David Cameron, who established the inquiry, has 
appeared. 

Cameron is not the first British PM to emerge 
from Eton (although PM production was not its 
pre-Reformation purpose). He is, however, the 
first PM in history to have been a Public Relations 
Officer rather than a Brigade of Guards officer. 
Yet sub-editors avoided the low-count headline: 
FIRST PR PM TELLS IT LIKE IT IS.  

While the inquiry grinds on, Scotland Yard is 
in arresting mode vis-a-vis News International 
executives while America’s FBI is in liaison mode. 
Time to remember that Canadian author George 
Tombs in Robber Baron, is emphatic that Conrad 
Black’s greatest, strategic error was to register his 
master company, Hollinger, in Delaware, Illinois.

Thus Black’s way with company revenues 
came under American corporate law which when 
it moves can by swifter and more severe than 
its Canadian or English counterparts. A court in 
Chicago found against Black and he was jailed — a 
verdict he continues to dispute. 

Rupert Murdoch’s master, News Corporation, is 
similarly registered. As the winds of change rise, 
he and hacks, high and low, here and elsewhere, 
may care to remember the response of the Abbé 
Joseph Sieyes when asked what he had done 
during the French Revolution. ‘Je vécu,’ he said. ‘I 
survived.’

Split power

The separation of powers (parliament, 
executive and judiciary) is defined as a principle 
but it can be less than absolute. The separation of 
journalists from politicians is even less absolute 
and there are current suggestions that something 
should be done about it. 

What makes the replacing of entente by détente 
more difficult than splitting an infinitive is 
the two-way trade involving governments (and 
oppositions) who hire journalists as spin doctors, 
and media outlets who re-hire them as reporter/
commentators.
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The custom has deep, historical roots; Daniel 
Defoe, deemed by many to be a progenitor of 
British journalism, went to Scotland to report on 
the proposed union of the Scottish and English 
parliaments. In his encounters with the Scots, 
Defoe was also a well-funded agent of English 
influence; the union, duly formalised, in 1707 
is once again in dispute and Defoe’s latterday 
successors are in action.

As the print medium shrinks, there will be 
more participant-reporters and fewer impartial 
reporters to maintain at least a semblance of 
objectivity; already on-line outlets have been 
criticised for copy that their controlling companies 
would not have printed. 

Newspapers and magazines are already 
adulterated with PR-generated copy. In the New 
Website Grub Street, this will be supplemented 
by subsidised think-tank copy and copy from 
academics on contract, rather than tenure, able to 
enhance their reputation, not with scholarly works 
printed by a university press, but contributions 
copied to the vice chancellor’s computer. Or to the 
global mainframe: Babel 24/7. Any winners? Of 
course, libel lawyers. 

Nobel note

Maurice Walsh’s novel The 
Quiet Man was the basis for the 
John Ford movie of the same title, 
starring John Wayne, Maureen 
O’Hara and Victor McLaglen 
(ex-heavyweight boxing 
champion of the British Army). 

Despite this Hollywood boost, 
Walsh’s novels (which also 
include The Key Above the Door 
and Black Cock’s Feather) have 
had sales outside Ireland that are 
less than the sum of his talent for 
arrow-swift narrative. 

Ernest Hemingway’s son, 
Jack, in his Misadventures of a Fly Fisherman, tells 
an anecdote about being in that literary hangout, 
the Algonquin Bar, New York, and listening 
to two other drinkers debating the merits of 
Nobel Laureates Ernest Hemingway and William 
Faulkner .

Mischievously young Hemingway intervened 
to say he knew Ernest Hemingway rated Maurice 
Walsh a greater yarn spinner; the drinker who had 
been pro Ernest Hemingway said: ‘I am Maurice 
Walsh.’ 

Too good to be true? Maybe but good enough 
to amuse Walsh fans. 

 Soapboxing

The PM Julia Gillard’s speech to businessmen 
in Mexico about the Australian way of economics, 
an overture to the Group 20 conference in the 
Argentine, was dull but it sparked criticism of 
her using foreign events to pitch to her domestic 
electorate.

No mention that the practice goes back a long 
way; PM Billy Hughes was a notable foreign 
soapboxer during World War I; from their 
commanding heights both Gough Whitlam and 
Malcolm Fraser lectured other nations with effect.

The outstanding exponent during, and after, 
World War II was Robert Menzies. He spoke 
to such effect that he was touted for a seat in 
Britain’s War Cabinet and even as its PM. Among 
his honours: Knight of the Order of the Thistle 
and Warden of the Cinque Ports with occupation 
rights to Walmer Castle.

The Order of the Leak does not exist (nor 
does the Order of the Shamrock though there is 

an Order of St Patrick). Gillard, 
however, could be made Warden of 
Carnaervon Castle if only because 
she demonstrates that she is a lady 
not for running. 

As remarked here before, every 
week Gillard endures brings her 
(and the federal parliamentary 
Labor Party) closer to the point 
of no return. And crash? Not 
necessarily. Opposition leader, 
Tony Abbott and his colleagues, to 
maintain the aeronautical metaphor, 
have been stooging around. 

Clock on

The ABC’s Breakfast programme 
can be accounted a success except 

in one respect: its time-indicator, compared to 
those of the commercial channels, is so dim 
and tiny that it is unreadable. What this does to 
national productivity, often mentioned on the 
programme, is anyone’s guesstimate. 

Perhaps the ABC’s editor in chief, Mark Scott, 
could ask former Prime Minister Paul Keating for 
the loan of one of his antique clocks. Or if that is 
considered too ornate, Scott could ask PM Gillard 
for an AM alarum clock. 

© Austral-Media Pty Ltd 2012

Sleep

DO YOU knOw what 
sleep is? Do you 

know that every man 
who sleeps believes in 
God? it is a sacrament; 
for it is an act of faith; 
and it is a food. And we 
need a sacrament, if only 
a natural one.

— Father Brown, in ‘The 
Honour of israel Gow’. See 

Father Brown: Selected 
Stories, by G. k. chesterton, 

Oxford world’s classics, 
1955, p.107.
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Book Review

The history wars

SHARP SHOOTER BOB’S HITS AND MISSES 
Reviewed by James Murray

HE AUTHOR opens 
as he means to go 
on by quoting Dame 
Mary Gilmore’s poem, 
Old Botany Bay, which 
begins:

I am he
Who paved the way,
That you might walk 
At your ease today.

And ends:
I split the rock;
I felled the tree; 
The nation was -
Because of me. 

He follows Gilmore’s republican 
sentiment with a bow to Queen Sophia 
of Spain who, at Queensland’s World 
Expo in 1988, provided him with the 
title of his book. And then he’s off at 
a ringer’s gallop to muster memories, 
views and personalities. 

Chief of these is Ted Theodore, the 
trade unionist-politician about whom 
Katter relates an anecdote epitomising 
Theodore’s status. According to 
Katter, Dame Enid Lyons was asked 
why her late husband Joseph, 
when Prime Minister, preferred the 
economic prescriptions of the British 
Government’s representative Sir Otto 
Niemeyer to those of Theodore, the 
Lyons government treasurer.

She responded: ‘Well, you must 
understand that we did not know at the 
time that Mr Theodore was right.’

Neat but not conclusive, economists 
continue to argue (though not at soup 
kitchens) on which prescription was the 
more effective. In any case Theodore’s 
nickname ‘Red Ted’ did not prevent 
his forming an alliance with press 
baron Frank Packer to their mutual 
enrichment. 

By way of contrast, Katter recalls 
Sister Thomas his primary-school 
teacher in  Cloncurry where he was 
born into a Lebanese-Australian 
family in 1945; every morning Sister 

Thomas stood her pupils in front of the 
Australian flag where they sang: 

God bless our lovely morning land.
God keep her within his enfolding 

hand, Austra-a-alia… 
Katter divides his book into five 

sections, their headings: The Beginning; 
Australians at War: the Battle for Port 
Moresby; Gateway to Australia; Walking 
with Giants, The Rise of the Lilliputians; 
The Rule of Law, or Fang and Claw and 
Riding the Lead.

In the Australians at War section, 
he argues that the Japanese were into 
a European (and American) pattern 
of colonialism. He adds a detailed, 
soldierly critique of the New Guinea 
campaign and finds space for Father 
Nobby (Norbert) Earl, a New Guinea 
missionary priest of the Sacred Heart 
who volunteered as chaplain to 
Australian forces, bringing with him 
reinforcements: four cases of whiskey. 

In Walking with Giants, Katter 
sketches the 1950s Labor Split, its 
manoeuvres and its contenders: Evatt, 
Santamaria and Mannix. His measure of 
stature in the Rise of the Lilliputians is 
federal trade minister John ‘Black Jack’ 
McEwan. In Rule of Law, or Fang and 
Claw, he is emphatic that those called 
Aborigines are the First Australians with 
all that the name entails. 

Two Queensland politicians, Joh 
Bjelke Petersen and Pauline Hanson, 
were caught out by TV interviewers, 
he over the meaning of the separation 
of powers, she over the meaning of 
xenophobia. 

Any TV interviewer who tries to 
catch Katter out in a similar way can 
only hope for ear-piece assistance from 
a producer. Katter is a bush scholar, the 
kind who can talk a midnight campfire 
down to dawn ashes. 

No reservations? Katter refers 
disparagingly to ‘Britain’s war’ when 
writing of the Great War. The first 
Australian casualty of that war (its 100th 
anniversary, two years from now) was 
WVG Williams — Able Seaman — killed 
in action with the volunteer Australian 
Naval and Military Expeditionary Force 
sent to destroy a German wireless 
station near Rabaul.

Britain’s war was also Australia’s. 
Had the Germans won, they would 
scarcely have refrained from adding a 
continent to their Pacific colonies as a 
greater Samoa. 

Katter might have also have done 
more to examine whether Ted Theodore 
was the archetype of all those, from both 
sides of politics, who leave to enrich 
themselves using their accumulated 
prestige as government ministers while 
resting on their superannuation.

Katter entered politics by way of 
his father’s Queensland, parliamentary 
seat. His take on this increasingly 
common, dynastic practice would have 
been interesting, possibly startling, 

An Incredible Race of People: A 
Passionate History of Australia 

By Bob katter, Pier 9/ Murdoch Books, 
Sydney, 2012 rrp hb $39.95
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particularly on how it differs from the 
‘pocket boroughs’ and ‘safe seats’ that 
were such a feature of corrupt 18th and 
19th century British politics. 

Keith Murdoch’s breaking of 
censorship to reveal his take on 
Gallipoli, Katter juxtaposes with the 
censorship that suppressed the truth 
about the New Guinea campaign. He 
makes nothing of the fact that for a 
significant period during World War II 
Murdoch directed censorship.   

Reading the work, this reviewer 
thought of comparisons with classics: 
Steele Rudd’s On Our Selection, Lenny 
Lower’s Here’s Luck and Such is Life by 
Tom Collins. Only towards the end did 
the true comparison occur: Katter’s style 
is that of the Aboriginalities page of The 
Bulletin, now in suspended animation. 

He rambles and gambles on his 
rough and ready wit; though, with other 
mavericks, he failed to take a university 
degree, he is well-read, sentimental, 
contradictory and bites like a crocodile 
while he weeps. 

That comparison triggered the 
realisation that the book, like its author, 
is a one-off: a memoir-manifesto. 

His publishers have given him star 
treatment including his name above 
the dustjacket title and a picture of 
him striding across a paddock wearing 
a goodie’s white hat, a don’t mess with 
me dark suit and black boots, a bare-
knuckler rather than a kid glover. 

This is an ideal gift book, particularly 
for overseas friends unsure of what 
the word ‘dinkum’ really means. As a 
marketing device, his publisher should 
have added a free billycan with every 
copy. 

 In other words, Katter’s memoir-
manifesto is terrific (some may take this 
in its original sense) and by no means 
manifesto turgid; it will serve him well 
as he and members of his Australian 
Party ride out in the next federal 
election to muster the votes of all 
those who have broken away from the 
Labor/Green and the Liberal/National 
mobs. If the result is a new balance of 
parliamentary power, no one should be 
made surprised if Katter puts his hand 
up to be defence minister. 

  James Murray is a Glasgow-born Catholic. A 
Sydney-based writer his career includes ten years in 
Fleet Street, and contributions to Australia’s major 
publications. He writes Annals film reviews, and is 
the author of our ever-popular Media Matters.
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Cuts to defence outlays always enjoy a degree of political and popular support. 
Politicians and journalists, themselves usually sympathetic to defence cuts, can always 

find a tame academic or commentator to rail against defence spending. 

SCRAPPING THE NATION’S INSURANCE
by Michael O’Connor

N ALL the analysis of the 
2012-3 Federal  Budget , 
only passing attention has 
been paid to the severe 
reduction in monies allocated 
for national defence, in 
real terms a cut of 10.5 

per cent. In addition to the cuts that 
follow similar cuts in the previous year, 
existing allocations are being moved 
away from re-equipment programs just 
to keep the defence force operational. 
These cuts are the main reason the 
Treasurer has been able to provide for a 
surplus of income over expenditure.

Cuts to defence outlays always 
enjoy a degree of political and popular 
support. Politicians and journalists, 
themselves usually sympathetic to 
defence cuts, can always find a tame 
academic or commentator to rail against 
defence spending. All sorts of reasons 
are adduced to justify the cuts but the 
principal argument is that there is no 
obvious threat to Australia.

Which is of course true. Likewise 
there is no obvious threat of flooding 
to my home, living as I do on top of a 
hill. But like most people I still insure my 
home and its contents against a range 
of unpredictable threats to its security 
because that security is fundamental to 
my livelihood. The difference between 
the government and me is that my 
domestic security is backed by well-
organised and trained fire brigades and 
other emergency services. At the national 
level, we have a defence force which by 
any measure and, as we found in East 
Timor, is too small and poorly equipped 
to deal with even a minor security threat.

Like most Australians, I pay a goodly 
proportion of my income for insurance. 
This financial year it will amount to 
some 12 per cent of that income. By 
contrast from an overall expenditure of 
$376 billion, the Federal government 

will in 2012-13 spend $24.2 billion, just 
1.5 per cent of the national income, on 
defence. This is the lowest figure since 
1938. Perhaps more importantly, only 
6.65 per cent of all Federal Government 
expenditure will go to defence compared 
with an average of around 9 per cent, 
itself too low, over the past 30 years or 
so.  To be fair, a little more will be spent 
on other elements of security insurance 
such as police and law enforcement 
generally but the total will not get 
anywhere near the 12 per cent of my 
income that goes for insurance. 

Coupled with the no threat assertion 
is the presumption that defence need 
not be funded until the threat becomes 
apparent. This was the populist view 
that took Australia into two world 
wars plus conflicts in Korea, Vietnam, 
Iraq and Afghanistan with small and 
ill-equipped armed forces. Supported by 
the myth that Australians are naturally 
the best soldiers in the world, it ignores 
the reality that it took at least three 
years in the two world wars to build 
a well-trained army and that it would 
take longer in a more complex military 

environment today. Another sobering 
statistic is that the Royal Australian 
Navy in World War II did not reach its 
peak strength until 30th June 1945, less 
than two months before the end of a six 
year war.

In theory, a government earmarks 
money to be spent on defence over 
periods ranging up to 20 years. This 
is done through the publication of a 
defence White Paper that sets out in 
some limited detail speculations about 
possible threats and our planned 
response as well as some discussion of 
defence strategy. Some elements such 
as discussion of threats are necessarily 
imprecise; others such as identifying our 
strategic interests or equipment programs 
tend to be vague, the former because we 
have never done it, the latter because 
commitments are all too often dumped 
under political pressure.

In practice, White Paper programs 
have proved to be largely worthless. 
Every program set out in the defence 
White Papers of 1976, 1987, 1994, 
2000 and 2009 was dumped sooner 
rather than later. Similar programs set 
out in Professor Paul Dibb’s defence 
policy review in 1986 and a force 
structure review in 1991 were similarly 
abandoned, delayed or substantially 
modified, except where they involved 
reductions in existing capabilities. The 
production of such documents has 
become a bureaucratic industry so 
isolated from reality that the senior civil 
servant who wrote the 2000 White Paper 
reportedly told the professional military 
staff that he did not want their advice!

The simple reality is that it is not 
possible to predict what will happen 
in international security in any realistic 
time frame. The emergence of significant 
security threats can emerge in a matter 
of months, sometimes even weeks or 
days. In 1991, no one predicted that Iraq 

a Cut too faR

The Living 
Spirit

i THink THeRe is no suffering 
greater than what is caused 

by the doubts of those who want 
to believe. i know what torment 
this is, but i can only see it, in 
myself anyway, as the process 
by which faith is deepened. what 
people don’t realise is how much 
Religion costs. They think faith 
is a big electric blanket, when of 
course it is the cross.
— Flannery O’connor,  Blesed Among All 
Women, Darton, Longman & Todd, 2006.
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would invade Kuwait in an act of grand 
strategic larceny although a senior Israeli 
intelligence officer told me two months 
earlier that Iraq represented the greatest 
threat to peace in the Middle East. Nor 
did anyone predict the al-Qa’eda attack 
on the United States on 11th September 
2001. To be sure, hindsight tells us that 
the indicators were there but, as always, 
translating indicators into action is 
always difficult, more so if the capacity 
for pre-emptive action or effective 
reaction is lacking because defence 
funding has been cut and cut repeatedly 
over long periods.

The political element of the defence 
problem lies in the fact that governments 
do not last as long as defence programs. 
With a three-year electoral cycle and a 
20-year defence program, few even 
senior politicians focus on the long 
term. The Gillard government has 
sharply cut defence outlays to achieve 
a budget surplus while simultaneously 
indulging in a broad range of cash 
handouts to voters. The problem is 
not limited to the present government. 
A very senior Cabinet minister in the 
Howard government once told me that 
he had no interest in defence, this from 
a member of what could be considered 
to be the board of directors of Australia 
Inc. Similarly as I noted in a review for 
Annals of Tony Abbott’s book Battlelines, 
the author paid no attention in this 
outline of his political philosophy to 
national security, a little like Gina 
Rinehart saying she has no interest in 
mining.

Compounding the problem is the 
manifest and persistent incompetence 
of the defence administration. In this 
latest Budget, the government has cut 
$5.5 billion from the defence estimates 
over the next four years, the period 
incidentally where it seeks to consolidate 
its surplus. But at the same time, 
Defence is being forced to reallocate 
$2.9 billion away from future programs 
because it has made a mess of its 
current tasks. Despite incessant reviews 
and reform programs, all with a life 
of their own, this has been the story of 
defence administration since the major 
reorganisation of the department in 1973.

MICHAEL O’CONNOR has been involved 
with defence policy for almost 50 years and was 
for much of that time executive director of the 
Australia Defence Association. He is a regular 
contributor to Annals.
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MoviesHoly Motors 

Intriguing title for an even more 
intriguing movie; Denis Lavant plays 
Monsieur Oscar, a vagabond actor 
retained by a mysterious Agency. Lavant 
also plays the multiple parts that Oscar 
plays and the roles of characters he 
encounters as he travels around Paris 
in a white stretch-limo which is also his 
dressing room. 

Confusing? Undoubtedly but a tour 
de force and as gripping as a nightmare 
from which you want to wake but 
cannot, particularly in more confronting 
episodes. Early in the action Eva 
Mendes comes on as a fashion 
model caught up in one of Monsieur 
Oscar’s scenes set in Pere Lachaise 
Cemetery. Kylie Minogue makes a later 
appearance. Yes, she sings but she also 
shows that she can act.  

Writer/director Leos Carax seems to 
be asking why millions throughout the 
world sit in darkness to watch waking 
dreams. Occasionally the movie’s 
multiple pretences become pretentious. 

Ultimately Carax gives us a 
meditation on mortality. Church 
interiors feature but it may that that 
Carax and his cinematographer Caroline 
Champetier’s most telling shot of is of 
Notre Dame cathedral and alongside it a 
glittering tower. 

Is the tower the Agency HQ from 
which profane images are propagated 
while the cathedral symbolises 
centuries-old, disregarded sacred 
images? 

The French invented the concept of 
surrealism. Carax uses it to maximum 
effect and Lavant embodies it. 
Prediction: Denis Lavant will win an 
Oscar for Monsieur Oscar.

MA15+HHHNFFV

The Lady

is Aung San Suu Kyi, Burma’s 
democratic leader; director Luc 
Besson’s bio-pic stands up vividly 
because it not only records but 
foretells. That this is so is down to the 
star drive of Michelle Yeo; she got the 
picture made; she captures Suu Kyi’s 
stoic, prevailing charisma. 

David Thewlis is Suu Kyi’s husband 
Michael Aris, the academic she met 
at Oxford University, who died of 
smoker’s cancer and whose funeral she 
was not allowed to attend. 

Besson tones down his usual 
flamboyance to give his shots a 
documentary air and succeeds. 
Although shot mainly in Thailand, not 
Burma, he gives a newsreel authenticity 
to Suu Kyi’s decayed, colonial mansion 
of resistance. Besson’s fictional Nobel 
Peace Prize ceremony where her sons 
Alex (Jonathan Woodhouse) and 
Kim (Jonathan Raggett) were her 
representatives proved to be prophetic: 
Aung San Suu Kyi journeyed to the 
real ceremony in Stockholm from her 
colonial mansion now a place of hope.   

MA15+HHHHNFFV 

Brave 

Pixar maestro John Lasseter is 
executive producer of this Highland-
fling cartoon based on an idea from 
Brenda Chapman who with Mark 
Andrews and Steve Purcell shares the 
director credit.  

They demonstrate that there’s no 
lead-to-gold alchemy in computer 
generation technology; it will not 
transform derivative material. And the 
material here is certainly derivative, 
based as it is on any number of old 
Disney cartoons of spirited girls plus 
more than a dram of Mel Gibson’s epic 
Brave Heart and a tincture of Very Old 
Brigadoon.  

The spirited girl is Merida (voiced by 
Kelly Macdonald), an archer princess. 
Her father, King Fergus, is voiced by 
Billy Connolly, and her mother, Queen 
Elinor, by Emma Thompson. 

Plot convolutions include the 
courtship of Merida by the glaikit 
(hapless) sons of the chieftains of 
three rival clans as well as her mother’s 
transformation into bear whom Merida 
must re-transform before her father kills 
her. 

Identical triplets, Harris, Hubert and 
Hamish make bouncing appearances.

Merida’s mane of wild, red hair 
gives her a startling resemblance to 
the currently embattled Fleet Street 
princess Rebekah Wade. But that may 
be a comment for adults. Grandchild 
critics who accompanied your reviewer 
enjoyed the 2D version (not the 3D 
which is also available). But they 

enjoyed lunch more at a restaurant 
where too many cooks had not spoiled 
the Scotch broth

PGHHSFFV

Take This waltz 

Margot is a freelance travel writer, 
her husband, Lou, specialises in chook 
cook-books. They live in suburban 
Toronto. Sounds like a recipe for a 
comedy, the more especially since Lou 
is played by comedian Seth Rogan. 

Writer/director Sarah Polley has 
ideas other than comedy. She is into 
an analysis of marriage as distinct from 
romance and casts Michelle Williams 
as Margot, contented enough until 
she encounters Daniel played by Luke 
Kirby.

Cliché situation? Lou, the tubby-
hubby versus Daniel, tall, dark, 
handsome who pulls a rickshaw for fun? 
Polley has a sceptic’s eye for cliche and, 
no mean actress herself, draws from 
Williams a performance of dust and 
lustre, domesticity and desire.

In her final sequences, Polley goes 
for sex scenes between Margot and 
Daniel of balletic swiftness. Yet her final 
shot is of Margot sitting beside a stove 
yearning. For impossible balletics? Or 
domestic contentment? 

MA15+HHHNFFV

Five-Year Engagement 

Writer/director Nicholas Stoller casts 
his co-writer Jason Segal as a top chef, 
Tom Solomon, in love with an English 
psychologist, Violet Barnes (Emily 
Blunt). Their engagement garden 
party in San Francisco introduces 
their respective families, including her 
mother, played by Jacki Weaver who 
makes the best of an underwritten part.  

All seems set for wedding bells 
until Violet is invited to take up a 
position at a university in Michigan. 
Solomon follows her and witnesses her 
close encounter with a lecturer played 
alliteratively – that is lecherously, 
louchely and lasciviously – by Rhys 
Ifans. Tom follows a divergent path 
to a different kind of hunt. Will those 
wedding bells ever toll?

Blunt’s native Englishness and 
Jacki Weaver’s assumed variety create 
a sense of an Ealing comedy. But the 
co-producer is Judd Apatow whose 
trademark is a ruder, broader humour 
than Ealing’s. 

By James Murray
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The running time is 124 minutes. At 
a generous estimate half of them are 
amusing. 

MAHHNFFV

Friends with Kids

Is a masterpiece but only of 
singlemindedness; Jennifer Westfeldt 
wrote, produced, directed and stars in 
it. She plays Julie; with her best friend 
Jason (Adam Scott) she decides to 
have a child while continuing enjoy 
the life of swinging singles, a life once 
described as ‘catting around’ and less 
modishly as promiscuous. 

Their inspiration is their married 
friends whose children seem to have 
destroyed their romantic life. The 
couples are Ben (John Hamm) and 
Missy (Kristen Wigg) and Alex (Chris 
O’Dowd) and Leslie (Maya Rudolph). 
As they cope, Julie and Jason court. 
Edward Byrnes comes on as a rival to 
Jason. He and the other players bring a 
wry zest to their roles.

Nonetheless, Westfeldt destroys her 
comedy’s potential: Julie and Jason’s 
courtship includes a cold slab of 
porn. From there the comedy staggers 
through tribulation to a conclusion 
where the pair learn from their friends 
that raising a child takes precedence.

By zeitgeist coincidence the above 
brace of movies show that if love and 
marriage used to go together like a 
horse and carriage, they now travel a 
rockier — and ruder — road. They share 
a tendency to use a spoonful of sleaze 
to help moral medicine go down. 

MA15+HHHNFFV

Hari Kiri: Death  
of a Samurai

In a 3D movie with such a title 
you expect a tale of Nipponese 
swashbuckling. Instead director Takashi 
Miike relates a sombre parable on the 
love, honour and revenge that occur 
when a samurai, his skills no longer 
required, becomes an outcast, his last 
chance of an honourable death, hari-kiri 
in the courtyard of a noble house.

Ebizo Ichikawa, with the skill 
of a celebrated kabuki actor, plays 
such a samurai seeking permission to 
kill himself from a feudal lord (Koji 
Yakusho). Brilliantly intercutting 
flashbacks with the present, Miike 
reveals the samurai true purpose: 
establishing the fate of his beloved son. 

He gives his movie the pace of a folk 
tale. But when its climactic sequences 
comes it is lightning swift.  

MA15+HHHNFFV

Iron Sky 

The year is 2018 and American 
astronauts land back on the moon: 
the dark side this time. Surprise, 
surprise, Nazis have been there since 
1945 when a rocketship loaded with 
colonisers escaped undetected amid the 
confusion of the last days of World War 
II. 

Under a Mondfuhrrer (Udo Kier) 
the Nazis have built a complex of 
schools, homes and a station for a secret 
weapon Gotterdammerung.

The astronauts are African-
Americans, led by James Washington 
(Christopher Kirby) and are inspired by 
the slogan, ‘Black on the Moon’. 

When a party of moon Nazis led 
by Klaus Adler (Gotz Otto) make it to 
earth in search of modern equipment, 
the American president played by 
Stephanie Paul as a Sarah Palin 
lookalike, sees in them a chance to win 
re-election. 

Meanwhile Washington has 
undergone ‘aryanisation’ to make him 
white and the love object of Renate 
Richter (Julia Dietze). 

This space comedy, directed by Timo 
Vuorensola and scripted by Johanna 
Sinisalo and Michael Kalesniko is 
more muddlepiece than masterpiece 
but it does generate laughter and 
astonishment: it is a Finnish, German. 
Australian co-production, moon 
sequences being shot in Queensland. 
Public funding was involved, that is, 
funding from hundreds of individual 
members of the public.  

 MHHHNFFV

Prometheus

Director Ridley Scott’s epic is a 
companion piece, rather than prequel, 
to his enthralling-appalling Alien made 
last century. Inadvertently it bears more 
than a passing resemblance to Iron Sky, 
not least in the clunky look of the Iron 
Sky spacecraft and the Prometheus 
vessel. 

Michael Fassbinder, playing David, 
an android, has moments that outdo 
the daffiness of Iron Sky. In a climactic 
sequence, he loses everything except 
his head but continues to brief his star 

human Elizabeth Shaw (Noomi Rapace) 
who contends with the expedition’s 
leader Meredith Vickers (Charlize 
Theron).

But Scott is a master. His opening 
sequence, set in the Isle of Sky, is 
compelling. And a scene where Shaw 
operates on herself to eliminate a 
nascent monster is not recommended 
for the pregnant. 

The title refers to the origins of life 
rather than the myth of the Greek who 
stole fire from the gods; Jon Spaihts 
and Damon Lindelhof ’s script includes 
a bow to divine possibility in the 
crucifix worn by Shaw. But their script 
contains too many cast-iron clichés 
including the desperate, ‘What the hell 
is going on?’

What is going we realise is that the 
amoebic monster is the offspring of the 
giant squid Captain Nemo battled in 
Jules Verne’s, Twenty Thousand Leagues 
Under the Sea. The movie’s ending 
indicates there may be sequels on the 
production line. Meantime, get the Iron 
Sky and Prometheus DVDs and make 
an at home double bill of them, half 
hilarity, half horror. 

MHHHNFFV

Café de Flore

Antoine Godin (Kevin Parent) 
is a disc-jockey living with his wife 
(Helene Florent) and his children 
Julien and Louise (Michel Dumont, 
Linda Smith) in present-day Montreal; 
he is successful enough to command 
high-fee, international gigs. Jacqueline 
(Vanessa Paradis) is a single mother 
struggling to get by in 1960s Paris yet 
determined that her Downs Syndrome 
child Paul (Pascal Elso) will be the best 
that he can be.

Writer/director Jean-Marc Vallee 
is too subtle to have Antoine and 
Jacqueline meet. But he links them 
across time in other ways. Antoine falls 
for another woman (Evelyne Brochu) 
and leaves his wife. Jacqueline remains 
unfailing in her staunch love for her 
child. 

The interplay, focused on 
commitment and letting go, fascinates 
but some may wonder at the use of 
a Downs Syndrome child to draw 
analogies between a wayward disc-
jockey and a devoted mother. 

As Jacqueline, Vanessa Paradis shows 
the mature facets of the brilliant talent 
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that made her famous and 14 and 
the youngest recipient of the Romy 
Schneider Award at 18.  

MA15HHHNFFV

Dark Shadows

Director Tim Burton does not 
believe that enough is as good as a 
feast. He piles dark whimsicality on 
special effects on tomato ketchup like a 
mad pizza artist. His pizza base, in this 
comedy drama, is a cultic Dan Curtis 
television series about a centuries-old 
vampire Barnabas Collins which ran in 
the US from 1966 to 1971 when your 
reviewer was otherwise engaged in the 
UK.

Johnny Depp shares Burton’s 
admiration for the series; the result is 
an adaptation by Seth Grahame-Smith 
in which Depp plays Barnabas Collins. 
Add Michelle Pfeiffer as the matriarch 
Elizabeth Collins of Collinsport, Maine, 
Helena Bonham Carter in a fat suit as 
a dotty psychiatrist, Eva Green as a 
vengeful witch and assorted eccentrics 
and you get the picture: it is more of a 
spoof than a homage.   

MHHNFFV.

Irvine welsh’s Ecstasy 

Even Ernest Hemingway didn’t get 
his name as part of the movie title of 
The Old Man and the Sea. That Welsh 
does, shows director Rob Heydon’s 
dedication to the work. He optioned 
it more than a decade ago, and put 
Welsh’s name in the title to distinguish 
it from another movie called Ecstasy 
when he could simply have changed his 
title to, say, Nightspotting (in a tribute to 
Welsh’s other drug paen, Trainspotting). 

The location is Edinburgh and the 
Port of Leith where the Rabbie Burns 
soldier of fortune called for a pint of 
wine in a silver tassie.

Lloyd (Adam Sinclair), an addicted 
crook is into smuggling drugs by 
methods ingenious and physical. He 
shares with his pals in thumping clubs, 
falls for the beautiful Canadian Heather 
(Kristin Kreuk). Yet he also finds time 
to look after his ailing father (Stephen.
McHattie)

Colin Mochrie plays a priest whose 
church hall becomes the scene a wild 
party. He inspires Lloyd to disguise 
himself in clerical garb for smuggling 
runs to Amsterdam where he has to 
face the menacing Solo (Carlo Rota) to 

whom he owes 20,000 pounds.    
Can he repay the debt and escape 

with Heather? Not while addicted.
MA15+ HHNFFV

Bel Ami 

Guy de Maupassant’s novel is about 
the snakes and ladders of journalism, 
French-style. George Duroy (Robert 
Pattinson), an ex-soldier down on his 
luck in 1880s Paris meets a comrade, 
Charles Forrestier (Philip Glenister), 
working as a journalist on La Vie 
Francaise.

Forrestier arranges for Duroy to 
dine at the home of his editor, Rousset 
(Colm Meaney). Directors Declan 
Donnellan and Nick Ormerod, working 
from Rachel Bennette’s script, go for 
what is an etiquette cliché: Forrestier 
has to signal to Duroy what cutlery to 
use.

He does not have to instruct him 
on how to charm the ladies: Mesdames 
Forrestier (Uma Thurman) and Rousset 
(Kristin Scott Thomas) as well as 
Clothilde (Christina Ricci) who in their 
different ways assist him in his career at 
La Vie Francaise.

For some reason the movie (the 
seventh based on Bel Ami) lacks élan. 
Perhaps it is the double direction; 
perhaps it’s too English. There are 
moments when the characters seem to 
have got lost on the way to Gosford 
Park or Downton Abbey.

Only Christina Ricci, an American, 
catches the joie de vivre. Kristen Scott 

Thomas, a better actress in French than 
in English, seems discombobulated 
by having to play a strait laced French 
woman in English.  

 ‘Worth seeing, however, if only 
because it may persuade the British and 
French to reach an agreement: each will 
refrain from filming t’other’s classics: 
one of the worst movies produced 
in French was a version of Lady 
Chatterley’s Lover.

MA15+HHNFFV.

Safe 

Central to the plot of writer/director 
Boaz Yakin’s thriller is a gem of an 
idea: ten-year-old Mei has a prodigious 
memory for figures. Seemingly destined 
for a special school, she is kidnapped by 
gangsters in China and is sent to New 
York where she has to memorise the 
combination of a strongroom containing 
a fortune in ill-gotten gains. 

Catherine Chan plays Mei and plays 
her with precocious self-possession. 
When she escapes, however, she comes 
under the protection of a ex-special 
forces soldier, ex-cop, ex-bare-knuckle 
cage fighter, Luke Wright. 

He is played by Mr Crash-Bang-
Wallop, Jason Statham, which means 
that plot development gives way to 
mayhem as Wright takes on the Triads, 
the Russian mafia and the New York 
police force’s unfinest. 

Mei survives but looks as if she has 
lost count of the number of baddies 
Wright shot or knocked-out to save her.

MA15+HHHNFFV

The Dictator 

Is essentially a three-minute 
television sketch. Its director Larry 
Charles and its star Sacha Baron 
Cohen (with co-writers Alex Berg, 
David Mandel and Jeff Schaffer) have 
stretched it like tired chewing gum for 
another 80 minutes to cover Baron 
Cohen’s antics as Admiral General 
Haffaz Aladeen of Wadijsa who 
resembles the late Colonel Muamur 
Gaddafi of Libya.

Amid an outrageous succession of 
sight gags and puns, Charles has the 
chutzpah to include a cut from Charlie 
Chaplin’s original satire, The Dictator, its 
target Adolf Hitler.   

MA15+HHNFFV

Official 
Classifications key

G: for general exhibit ion; 
P G : p a r e n t a l  g u i d a n c e 
r e c o m m e n d e d  f o r 
persons under 15 years ; 
M 15+: recommended for 
mature audiences 15 years and 
over; MA 15+: restrictions apply 
to persons under the age of 15; 
R 18+: Restricted to adults,  
18 years and over.

Annals supplementary 
advice

SFFV: Suitable For Family Viewing; 
NFFV: Not For Family Viewing.
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Child’s Bible - ‘God Speaks to His Children’
The Catholic Church’s most successful Child’s Bible ever!

Feed a Child with the Word of God

BEAUTIFULLY ILLUSTRATED THROUGHOUT
48 Bible stories from the Old and New Testaments

Available for a donation of $7.00
A lovely gift idea!

Bolivia

Worldwide, the Church is under 
attack from atheistic regimes, militant 
Islam, sects and basic ignorance of 
the Faith. 
The international Catholic charity Aid 
to the Church in Need (ACN) is able 
to counter these attacks by supplying 
Child’s Bibles to children and families 
who simply cannot affo d them, in 
countries where the Church is poor or 
persecuted. 
Since its launch in 1979, ACN has 
printed and distributed 50 million copies 
of God Speaks to His Children in 172 
languages. It is the Catholic Church’s 
most successful Child’s bible ever! 
This inspiring book can also teach the 
Faith here in Australia: with your family, 
godchildren, or in your parish or school. 
The Child’s Bible is a perfect gift for 
children, grandchildren, nephews and 
nieces, especially to mark a First Holy 
Communion. The Bible complements 
the catechism and children’s rosary 
booklet also published by ACN and 
available via our website. 

Beautifully illustrated by Spanish nun, 
Miren Sorne, this delightful Child’s bible 
is available for a donation of $7.00.

Rosary from the Holy Land
Simple in design and yet profound in 
its symbolic significance, the olivewood 
rosary, handmade in Bethlehem by 
Christian families struggling for survival, 
are also available for a donation of 
$7.00. All proceeds will go towards 
the work of Aid to the Church in 
Need for the poor and persecuted  
Church worldwide.
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Are we being steamrollered by the juggernauts of globalized media ownership,  
into accepting the Internet as an all-powerful ‘sixth estate’,  

the ultimate arbiter of our tastes and opinions ?

THE SIXTH ESTATE?

By Sam Simmonds

B O U T  T W O 
c e n t u r i e s  a g o , 
someone referred 
for the first time to 
newspaper reporters 
in London’s House 
of  Commons as 

‘the Fourth Estate’. As to just 
who it was, opinions differ: 
Thomas Carlyle attributes 
it to Edmund Burke in the 
eighteenth century, but it may 
have been Lord Macaulay in 
the nineteenth. Whoever it was, 
everyone came to understand 
the ‘fourth estate’ to mean ‘the 
Press’. The phrase certainly 
seems to have caught on. Much 
later, the British Broadcasting 
Corpora t ion came to  be 
facetiously referred to as ‘the 
Fifth Estate’, because of the 
influence it was presumed to 
have on society.

The comparison being 
made was to the traditional 
three estates of Parliament: 
The Lords Spiritual, the Lords 
Temporal and the Commons. 
If it was Burke who first used 
it — in 1787 — he would have 
been making reference to that 
occasion being the first time 
journalists were permitted to 
sit in the House of Commons. 
If not, the best candidate 
would be Thomas Macaulay 
in his 1828 essay on Hallam’s 
Constitutional History: “The gallery in 
which the reporters sit has become a 
fourth estate of the realm.”

No particular condemnation was 
implied, at least not then. Significantly, 
though, society had formed a different 
opinion by the time Oscar Wilde wrote:

‘In the old days, men had the 
rack. Now they have the Press. That 
is an improvement, certainly, but 
it is still very bad, and wrong, and 
demoralizing. Somebody — was it 
Burke? — called journalism the fourth 
estate. That was true at the time, no 
doubt. But at the present moment 

it is the only estate. It has eaten up 
the other three. The Lords Temporal 
say nothing, the Lords Spiritual 
have nothing to say, and the House 
of Commons has nothing to say — 
and says it. We are dominated by 
Journalism.’

What, then, are we to make of the 
Internet, which many people today 
feel has ‘eaten up’ all four — or five, 
if we count the BBC? Considerable 
disquiet has been expressed in recent 
years at the tendency for global 
media operators to monopolize mass 

communications. Most of us 
feel that we should prefer 
the mass media simply to 
enlighten us sufficiently well 
to enable us to form and hold 
our own opinions, rather than 
have them preselected and 
predigested for us by some 
media mogul, whether native or 
foreign. Many people thought 
it bad enough when such 
hugely powerful individuals 
only owned newspapers, and 
became increasingly dismayed 
when their baleful influence 
became extended, especially 
in America, to the broadcast 
media — radio and television 
— and, to a lesser extent, news 
films.

As long as eight years ago 
it was reported, in the case of 
the media empire of Rupert 
Murdoch, that in addition to its 
well over eleven million direct 
broadcast satellite subscribers, 
it managed the assets of 
Hughes Electronics, the parent 
company of DirecTV, giving it 
greatly increased influence over 
programming in Latin America; 

yet, though its merger with News 
Corporation/Fox was strongly opposed, 
nothing could be done to prevent it 
going ahead. The same empire also 
includes British Sky Broadcasting and 
START TV in Asia. And the Murdoch 
empire is only one of several.

Media and the Message
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While it is not the intention of 
this article to attack Mr Murdoch ad 
hominem, his customers — those who 
read his newspapers and magazines and 
those who subscribe to one or more 
of his many other corporations — may 
well have been taken aback at recent 
events at the Leveson Inquiry in the 
United Kingdom, announced in July 
last year, into the relationship of the 
press with the public, the police and the 
politicians, which came to reveal some 
very unsavoury aspects of the behaviour 
of certain high-ranking staff members 
of Mr Murdoch’s News Corporation. 
Heads have rolled: arrests have been 
made, and editors held in custody, even 
jailed.

Central to the misdemeanours 
— and downright serious crimes — 
uncovered so far are allegations (mostly 
substantiated) about phone hacking, 
especially by staff of the News of the 
World, Murdoch-owned since 1969, 
which had been continuously in print 
for 168 years and was at one time 
the biggest selling English language 
newspaper in the world, but which 
was closed down, with Issue 8,674, in 
July 2011, at which time it still had 
one of the highest English language 
circulations. And the Leveson Inquiry 
is ongoing and probably has many more 
months to run.

One predominant question is 
whether it is right, in any case, for one 
media ownership to encompass several 
mass media. Another is whether, if 
this is to be permitted, the individual 
in question is the appropriate one — 
principally from the ethical point of 
view. What is referred to (with apologies 
to George Orwell) in ‘newspeak’ as the 
‘end-user’ is surely entitled to elect (or 
select) his or her own ‘Big Brother’ — at 
least in today’s world, where freedom is 
deemed to exist.

In other words, are we being 
steamrollered, by the juggernauts 
of globalized media ownership, into 
accepting the Internet as an all-powerful 
‘sixth estate’, the ultimate arbiter 
of our tastes and opinions and — 
much more important — the principal 
authority deciding on our behalf what 
information we are to be permitted to 
receive, thereby herding us like sheep 
into a single school of thought, guided 
by the dubious benevolence of a 
plutocratic proprietor?

The motto of the now-defunct News 
of the World was “All Human Life is 
There”. How much truer nowadays is 
that phrase in the case of the Internet, 
which in an earlier Annals article was 
described as: “a reflection, a microcosm 
of human nature itself, a ‘virtual reality’.” 
Should we not cherish the good to be 
found therein — and there is much 

good — while strenuously resisting all 
attempts by self-appointed ‘leaders of 
opinion’ to corrupt and deprave us 
simply because they can afford to do so 
and we cannot afford to prevent them?

SAM SIMMONDS is a writer, broadcaster and film 
and video producer. Sam has worked in all spects 
of media in the UK and Australia.

Recent Commentaries from  
Father Michael Fallon MSC

The ApocAlypse

This new and revised edition of Michael Fallon’s popular 
Commentary on the Apocalypse is now available from Chevalier 
Press or from Catholic Booksellers. The Apocalypse is a treasure 

from our Christian past that has been much used and abused since 
it was written. Father Fallon reveals it as a symbolic manifesto of 
the ultimate victory of love, and of the values of Christ, over the 

oppressive Roman state at the close of the first century AD.

$14.00
[Includes GST and postage and handling]

*
The AcTs of The AposTles

An introductory commentary by 
Michael Fallon MSC

$25.00

NOW AVAILABLE

*
Also by Father Michael Fallon

The New TesTAmeNT leTTers
H The LeTTers Of sT PauL. 774 pp.

$50 [includes postage and GST]

H The LeTTers Of sainT James, PeTer, JOhn Jude and  
The LeTTer TO The hebrews. 296 pp. 

$25 [includes postage and GST]

Orders may be sent to our postal address, 
Chevalier Press, P.O. Box 13, Kensington, NSW 2033, 

or by phoning (02) 9662 7894 or faxing (02) 9662 1910.

Copies may also be obtained from any good Catholic book store.
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