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JESUS SAID: 
‘This Is My Body; 

This Is My Blood’. 
We Believe In Him; 
Let Us Also Believe 
His Words.

- St Gaudentius of Brescia, 
died c.410 AD , Treatise 2,  
Roman Breviary, Reading 
for Thursday of Week 5 in 

Eastertide.

Front Cover: The western façade of St Mary’s Basilica 
Sydney, lighted up by a series of spectacular laser colour 
projections last Christmas.  The creative director of the 
laser display which is becoming a feature of Sydney’s 
Christmas, is Anthony Bastic.  Last year it featured the 
dove of peace, candles, butterflies and familiar Australian 
plants and flowers – jasmine, wisteria and jacaranda . 
Moreton Bay fig trees appeared to be growing out of 
the façade, and the display featured paintings of the 
Madonna and child by Renaissance artists whose works 
were on display at the National gallery, Canberra. 

Back Cover:  Annals Australasia turned 123 this year. 
Help support Australia’s oldest and most popular 
Catholic journal by encouraging your friends and 
relatives to subscribe.  Or send them a gift subscription 
for Christmas or the New Year. See page 27 of this issue 
for a subscription form. 



RIDE THROUGH the silent 
earthquake lands,

Wide as a waste is wide,

Across these days like deserts, when

Pride and a little scratching pen

Have dried and split the hearts of men,

Heart of the heroes, ride.

— From The Ballad of the White horse,  
by G.K. Chesterton

    
PUT yoUR TRUST IN ThE 

ChRIST-ChILD
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LoRD JESUS,  
BE oUR GUIDE

MORTAL man remember well, 
When Christ our Lord was born, 

He was crucified between two thieves, 
And crowned with the thorn,
And crowned with the thorn.

O mortal man remember well, 
When Christ died on the rood,
’Twas for our sins and wicked ways 
Christ shed his precious blood, 
Christ shed his precious blood.

O mortal man remember well, 
When Christ was wrapped in clay, 
He was taken to the sepulchre 
Where no man ever lay.

God bless the mistress of this house 
With gold chain ‘round her breast; 
Where e’er her body sleeps or wakes, 
Lord, send her soul to rest.

God bless the master of this house 
With happiness beside;
Where e’er his body rides or walks 
Lord Jesus be his guide.

God bless your house, your children too, 
Your cattle and your store;
The Lord increase you day by day, 
And send you more and more.

— The Sussex Mummers’ [Actors] Carol, 14th-15th Century.
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Christmas – with its emphasis on the humanity and the divinity of the Christ-child 
– was a brave challenge thrown down by the Catholics to the Arians who denied 
the divinity of Christ. Especially at a time when the Constantius II, Emperor of 

Constantinople, was Arian. 

ChRISTmAS PAST AND PRESENT
By Paul Stenhouse

HESTERTON, that 
master of paradox, 
n o t e d  o n c e  t h a t 
there are two ways of 
advertising something 
in the world. You can 
do so by saying that 

it is succeeding or by saying that it is 
failing. 

‘You can push a thing by saying 
that it is coming on; 
but you can also push a 
thing by saying that it is 
going away. To take any 
two obvious examples, 
it is an advertisement 
to say ‘Positively 
Largest Circulation’ 
of a newspaper. It is 
an advertisement also 
to say ‘Positively Last 
Appearance’ of an actor. 
There is however a very 
important distinction 
between these two 
methods. If you are going 
to announce a thing as a 
failure, it must be a good 
thing. If you are going to 
attract attention to the 
Last Rose of Summer 
you must only do it when 
a long historical human 
experience leads you 
to believe that mankind 
is really rather fond of 
roses. You must not play 
that game with soap, 
or any slight, faddish 
secondary sort of thing. 
… you must be quite 
certain of the real merit of a thing 
before you risk a declaration that it is 
dying. If a thing is weak, insist on its 
enormous success. But if a thing is 
strong, insist that it is defeated.’1

Chesterton’s insight seems to have 

hit home with 21st century spin-
doctors but in a topsy-turvey fashion: 
mainly where football teams or political 
parties are concerned. If the Party or 
the team has only an outside chance 
of winning the word goes out that it is 
the ‘underdog,’ disadvantaged by real 
and imaginary handicaps that only a 
sympathetic electorate or bunch of club 
supporters can offset by their votes or 

by their faithful barracking away from 
the home ground.

Anti-Christmas and anti-Catholic 
publicity these days is grist for the 
media’s baneful mill as it was in 

Chesterton’s day when he had to deal 
with ‘anti-Christmas humanitarians’ and 
‘anti-Christmas ascetics,’ whose feelings 
for the Christmas Turkey exceeded their 
feelings for ‘millions of the poor’.2

But when I was a child living not 
far from Sydney in what then was 
regarded as ‘the country,’ things weren’t 
all that different. Popular literature 
coming out of England pre-World 

War II was peppered 
with predictions of the 
demise of the Catholic 
Church. Christmas – we 
had hammered into us 
– was a pagan festival 
that the Catholics – 
who were really pagan 
Romans – foisted on 
unsuspecting good 
Christians who thankfully 
had been enlightened 
by the Reformers 
and knew better than 
indulge in any of the 
riotous and superstitious 
celebrations that our 
mediaeval ancestors 
had been brainwashed 
into associating with 
Christmas.

Of course things in 
my childhood weren’t as 
bad as they were under 
Oliver Cromwell and the 
Puritans. At that time [see 
this issue, ‘The Seven 
Great Antiphons,’ p. 32] 
an Act of Parliament 
banned Christmas on the 

grounds that it was allegedly a heathen 
festival. 

At the beginning of the Reformation, 
and throughout all the reformed 
countries, saints’ days were banned – 

Editorial

The adoration of  the shepherds, by Domenico Ghirlandaio, about 1485. His real 
name was Domenico di Tommaso di Currado di Doffo Bigordi. [1449-1494]. 
Michelangelo was one of  his many apprentices. Ghirlandaio means maker of  

garlands. He was apprenticed as a goldsmith for a short time, and became  
well-known for the garland-like necklaces he made for the women of  Florence.
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the good reason was that they were 
superstitious; the real reason was that 
they affected productivity. 

In 1697 an economist claimed that 
each Catholic holiday /saint’s day/
festival cost the nation £50,0003. 
Naturally, this would have been 
anathema to the Middle Class city 
merchants who bankrolled the reform 
at the time of Henry VIII4 and whose 
support of lecturers preaching against 
‘popery and superstition’ continued 
until long after the time of Cromwell 
and his Roundheads.

But no one had yet dared to ban 
Christmas. Then, five years before the 
beheading of Charles I in January 1649, 
the abolition of the monarchy and the 
establishment of the Commonwealth 
under a Lord Protector for life 
[Cromwell] the Puritan Parliament 
directed in 1644 that December 
25 ‘which had hitherto been called 
Christmas day,’ was to be observed as a 
fast day. No church could be opened, no 
services of any kind held in them. It was 
expressly laid down that on December 
25 everyone had to go to their place of 
work as usual, and any merchant who 
shut his shop would be hauled before a 
magistrate and punished. 

Market days which were forbidden 
on other days were ordered to be held 
on December 25. Riots followed. Shops 
and houses of those who wouldn’t 
conform to this law were destroyed, 
and burnt down, and the merchants and 
householders punished.

Plum puddings and mince pies 
were condemned by Act of Parliament 
as ‘heathenish inventions’. Yuletide 
was called ‘Fooltide’. Soldiers were 
authorised to break into houses where 
they suspected that food usually 
consumed at Christmas was being 
eaten. If they found any, the family 
would be punished. 

That particular insanity only lasted 
sixteen years in England – though 
I understand that in Presbyterian 
Scotland Christmas was regarded as 
‘heathenish’ well into the early decades 
of the twentieth century.

It is interesting to note that in 1579, 
at the height of Elizabeth’s power – she 
wasn’t to die until 1603 – Catholicism 
still exerted an influence on life in 
the English countryside. It was said 
of South Wales miners that they still 
observed all abolished holy days and 

For 123 years Annals has been throwing light on age-old 
questions. Some of the questions have changed but 

Annals is still available as a sure guide in the name of the Catholic 
Church.
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Of the two hundred and forty nine 
years between Nero and Constantine 
one hundred and twenty-nine years 
were times of full-on persecution, with 
many thousands tortured to make them 
deny their faith, and put to death, often 
in most cruel ways if they remained 
faithful.

During the intervals between 
persecutions the Catholic Church was 
struggling to survive. The only feasts 
which were universally celebrated were 
Sunday, Easter [with Holy Week], and 
Pentecost as Tertullian9 [160-225 AD] 

The reason for the lateness of the 
Feast is not hard to find. Between 
the middle of the first century [64 
AD] when Nero’s fierce persecution 
of Christians followed his burning 
of Rome, until the early part of the 
fourth century [313 AD] when the 
Edict of Toleration of Christianity 
was published, the atmosphere in the 
Roman Empire was one of hostility to 
the Church. Christians were denied 
freedom of conscience, their personal 
security and that of their property, was 
constantly under threat. 

could not ‘be weaned from that folly’.5

Sheffield miners still observed 
thirteen saints’ days each year, and 
took a week off work at Christmas 
– this would no doubt have pleased 
Chesterton immensely – four or five 
days off at Easter, and three days at 
Pentecost.6

That the anti-Christmas enactments 
of the Puritans were in the same 
category as the anti-Candlemas day 
propaganda in the time of ‘Good 
Queen Bess’ needs no stressing. Anti-
Catholicism was a heady drug, and 
its addicts were highly placed, and 
influential. As they still are. 

Who has not heard of the Spanish 
Inquisition? It is forever being flung 
into the face of Catholics. Yet who has 
heard of the English Star Chamber – 
whose court sessions were held in 
secret, no indictments, no right of 
appeal, no jury, no witnesses – or of its 
Court of High Commission? The latter is 
unique in that no one brought before 
that court was ever found not guilty; 
its boast was ‘submission or ruin’.7 
According to Christopher Hill the 
popularity some historians attributed 
to the Court of High Commission was 
due at least in part to its share in the 
repression of Catholics.8

The Feast of our Lord’s Birthday, 
Christmas, was not celebrated, it is 
true, until the early part of the fourth 
century. But, for that matter, nor were 
most of the Catholic Feasts which fill 
our Missals and Liturgical Calendars 
and, incidentally, the prayer books 
of many of the Protestant sects that 
abandoned ‘the Old Faith’ for the 
teaching of Martin Luther, John  
Calvin and John Knox among many 
others. 
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politicians, who just won municipal 
elections in Belgium’s capital, Brussels, 
on October 14, vowed to implement 
Islamic Sharia law in Belgium.15

1. ‘The Survival of Christmas,’ in The Collected Works of 
G. K. Chesterton, XXVII, The Illustrated London News 
1908-1910. Ed. Lawrence J. Clipper, Ignatius Press, 
1987, pp. 21-22.

2. ibid., ‘Christmas thoughts on Vivesection,’ p.18. 
3. H. Pollexfen, A discourse of trade and coin, 1697, p.50.
4. J.S.Brewer, The reign of Henry VIII from his accession to 

the death of Wolsey, John Murray, London, 1884, vol.
ii, pp.470-472.

5. J.U.Nef, The Rise of the British Coal Industry, 1932, II, 
p.175. 

6. L. Stone, ‘An Elizabethan coalmine,’ Economic History 
Review, Second Series, III, pp.101-102. For this and 
the previous two notes, see Society and Puritanism 
in Pre-Revolutionary England, by Christopher Hill, 
Panther History, 1964, p.143

7. ibid. p.336.
8. ibid.
9. De Baptismate, xix.
10. Contra Celsum, viii, 22.
11. See the Calendar of Furius Philocalus aka the 

Chronographer of 354. See also K.A.Heinrich Kellner, 
Heortology, London, Kegan Paul etc, 1908, passim.

12. Kellner, op.cit. p.135.
13. Homily 38 in Theophania. See Migne Patrologia Graeca, 

xxxvi.
14. Brussels News, November 8, 2012.
15. Midnight Watcher’s Blogspot, 09/11/2012.

Constantinople by the new Archbishop 
as we learn from Gregory’s homily on 
Christmas Day the following year, 380.13 

Anti-Christmas and anti-Catholicism 
are two sides of the same coin. On 
November 7, government officials in 
Brussels banned a popular Christmas 
Tree because the local Muslim 
population found it ‘offensive’. 

An ‘Electronic Winter Tree’ will 
replace the traditional Christmas Tree 
and Nativity Scene at the city centre 
of Grand Place.14 Two days after this 
concession, on November 9, two Muslim 

born in Carthage, Africa, and Origen10 
[184-253] born probably in Alexandria, 
Egypt, testify.

Christmas, like Easter, is the centre 
piece of many other Feasts that group 
themselves around it. But unlike Easter, 
it is immoveable: it falls always on 
December 25.

We know that Christmas was 
celebrated on December 25 in Rome 
in 354 AD in the time of Pope Liberius 
[353-366].11 This was at a time when 
the Arian heresy – which was anti-
Trinitarian and bitterly anti-Catholic – 
was riding high. Constantine’s son and 
successor Constantius II, was Arian as 
was his successor Valens. 

Constantinople was a stronghold 
of the heresy. The Catholics there had 
dwindled to a mere handful, and did 
not even possess a church of their own 
in the second capital of the empire. 

Christmas – with its emphasis on the 
humanity and the divinity of the Christ-
child – was a brave challenge by the 
Catholics to the Arians who denied the 
divinity of Christ. Especially at a time 
when the Eastern Emperor was Arian.

It is clear that the Feast was not first 
celebrated in Rome in 354. We know 
from experience that nothing of this 
nature happens overnight, or with the 
stroke of a pen. There must have been 
a long period of preparation. This is 
borne out by Bishop John of Nicaea12 

who tells us that the Roman Church 
started celebrating Christmas on 
December 25 in the time of Pope Julius 
I [337-352]. 

Also St John Chrysostom 
corroborates this in a sermon preached 
on December 20, 386 AD when he 
announced that on December 25, 
Christmas would be celebrated for the 
first time in Antioch. He went on to 
say that the Feast had been celebrated 
‘from the beginning’ in Rome. ‘From 
the beginning’ refers, I suggest, not to 
the beginning of the Church, but from 
the foundation of the Feast.

It wasn’t until Valens had died 
and Theodosius, who was Catholic, 
had become emperor on January 
19, 379 AD, that the Catholics could 
breathe freely and practise their faith 
unhindered. 

Constantinople’s new Archbishop 
was Gregory of Nazianzus, a Catholic. 
Mass was celebrated for the first time 
on Christmas Day December 25, 379 in 

Not so dark Ages

ONE OF THE points upon which there is a strong contrast between 
our own times and the Dark Ages is the greater degree of 

individualism in the latter. We live in an age of machinery. Government is 
carried on by Parliaments, ballots, caucases – all machinery. We travel 
by machinery and fight by machinery. In the Dark Ages it was not so. 
It was a time when men were governed by men. The work that would 
nowadays be the platform of a party was accomplished then by princes, 
such as St. Louis of France, whom Hallam describes as ‘perhaps the 
most eminent pattern of unswerving probity and Christian strictness 
of conscience that ever held the sceptre in any country.’ [“ Middle 
Ages;” Vol. I, p. 40, 5th ed.) Whether the majority of men were better 
off under personal rule and simple civilization is a debatable question. It 
is doubtful whether any more terrible example of wide-spread suffering 
took place anywhere in the Dark Ages than the Irish famine of 1848. It 
is doubtful whether any population during the Dark Ages lived in more 
bitter and hopeless misery than do the sweated workers of London. 
Civilization has done much for the few, but it is questionable whether it 
has really benefited the many. Shelter, food, and clothing are the three 
great bodily wants of men, and the poorer classes in olden times were 
at least as well supplied with these in the Dark Ages as they are now. 
They had no votes, nor third class carriages, nor cheap newspapers, 
but they lived for the most part in the open country, not penned together 
like swine in huge cities. They had at least fresh air, and pure water, 
and healthful environment, which is more than can be said of the bulk 
of our city populations nowadays. Nor was their ignorance so deep as 
is commonly supposed. In those days faith was a vivid reality, and the 
confessional and the services of the Church in themselves constituted 
an education in that which is the most important of all knowledge – the 
knowledge how to live.

- Frederick Stokes, Introduction, The Dark Ages by S.R. Maitland,  
John Hodges, London, 1890, p.xv, xvi.  

Neither Stokes nor Maitland was Catholic.
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One recent poll showed 52% of North Americans 
as pro-life. Some decades ago pro-life support was 

only 40%. 

DEFENDING LIFE
By George Cardinal Pell

N JANUARY 21st I happened to be in Los Angeles for their 
annual pro-life Mass, opposing abortion, celebrated around 
the anniversary of the Roe versus Wade Supreme Court case 
there, which opened the flood gates to abortion.

Times are changing and for the better on pro-life issues in the U.S.A.

The first Los Angeles pro-life Mass was celebrated nine years ago 
in the recently opened new Cathedral, a huge rectangular prayer-space 
which seats well over 2000 worshippers. Then the church was only one 
third full and they lit 410 candles to represent the number of babies 
aborted in Los Angeles on that day.

At this year’s Mass the church was full of people of every age group 
and national background including the Irish and German Americans, and 
only 150 candles were lit, once again representing the reduced number 
of daily abortions there. These candles were placed on the edge of the 
church property to be visible to the 250,000 cars a day which pass on the 
way to and from Hollywood.

The Mass was reverent and prayerful but surrounded by considerable 
pomp and ceremony. A large number of Knights of Columbus, a major 
donor organisation, were present in their colourful uniforms and white 
plumed helmets, the music was led by a choir from a local Catholic High 
School.

Teenage girls, dressed in white, brought up the cloths to dress the 
altar and they returned after Mass to lead the procession carrying the 
150 candles which were lit and placed on the sanctuary around the altar. 
The Church lights were extinguished and 150 seconds of silent prayer 
followed for those unborn and for their mothers and fathers.

People in the U.S.A. are more religious, anti-religious and pro-life 
than Australians, although the tide is running against faith and religious 
practice there also. But pro-life convictions have strengthened over 
recent decades due to years of persistent efforts, regular prayer and 
peaceful and reasonable presentation of the facts about the unborn.

The new ultra sound technology (not X-rays, as one doctor reminded 
me recently) which delights parents so they can see their baby foetus has 
dealt a devastating blow to those who claim that the unborn embryo and 
foetus are not human. As never before, seeing is believing.

One recent poll showed 52% of North Americans as pro-life. Some 
decades ago pro-life support was only 40%. This is progress..

— This article first appeared in Sydney’s The Daily Telegraph,
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‘Generations of Catholics have left schools and colleges not knowing what they are 
supposed to believe. They know a little, but just enough to set them to attack the Church.’

ThE ChURCh AS mIRRoR
An interview with Michael Coren

I C H A E L 
C O R E N  i s 
a n  E n g l i s h -
C a n a d i a n 
c o l u m n i s t , 
author,  rad io 
and television 

talk-show host. Between 1999 and 
2011 he hosted The Michael Coren 
Show on the Crossroads Television 
System. He now hosts The Arena on 
the Sun News Network. Mr. Coren 
has authored many books, including 
biographies of G. K. Chesterton, H.G. 
Wells, Arthur Conan Doyle and C.S. 
Lewis. His most recent book is Why 
Catholics Are Right. He spoke with 
Register senior writer Tim Drake about 
that book.

Where are you from originally? Tell 
me about your background growing up.

I grew up on the edge of London, 
in Essex. Upper-working-class family; 
dad a taxi driver, mum at home. Good, 
loving, stable, secular family. Dad was 
Jewish but had no time for organised 
religion, particularly Judaism.

What led you to consider the Catholic 
Church?

I first considered Catholicism as 
a teenager, when learning about the 
Reformation at high school. There was 
an implicit sympathy for the Protestant 
side, of course, but I took a different 
approach. The interest came again at 
university, but stuck only in my early 
20’s. I came into the Church in 1985. 
Things had happened very quickly for 
me – two books published by the time 
I was twenty four, working for The 
New Statesman magazine, living in the 
middle of London, mixing with literary 
lions. I thought to myself, Is this it? Is 
this really all there is? I searched further, 
heavily influenced by Chesterton 
and [Ronald] Knox, and my sponsor 
and godfather, Lord Longford [Frank 
Pakenham, seventh Earl of Longford].

In the introduction to Why Catholics 
Are Right, you mention that you’ve 
actually lost jobs because of your Catholic 
faith. Would you elaborate?

I do not want go into details, but I 
still see one of the editors who fired 
me. He smiles; I frown inside but 
say nothing. As I say in the book, it 
is less the faith itself than the moral 
consequences of having the faith – 
issues of life and sexuality. These close 
all sorts of media doors.

In your book, you ably tackle 
all of the ways the Church has been 
attacked historically – the Crusades, 
the Inquisition, the Galileo affair, the 

Holocaust, the sexual-abuse crisis, and 
all of the Church’s moral teachings. 
Overall, why is there such a high degree of 
ignorance, misinformation, prejudice and 
outright hatred levelled at the Church by 
supposedly learned people?

Are they learned? Some, but few. 
Most of the genuinely learned people 
I know who are not Catholic still 
respect the Church; it tends to be the 
polemicists who hate and scream. The 
new atheists are very angry people, 
and [Richard] Dawkins in particular is 
someone who believes in animal rights 
and UFOs but thinks Catholicism 
foolish. How funny. I do believe, 
however, that the Church is a mirror 
held up to reflect social shortcomings, 
and the chattering classes do not 
feel at all comfortable with their 
reflections.

The recent protests against peaceful, 
praying Catholic youth at World Youth 
Day in Madrid show the degree of hatred 
that’s out there. Where do you see this level 
of animosity headed in years to come?

Oh, and it will get far worse – no 
doubt at all. I often worry about what 
my children will have to face. The 
state will become more powerful in 
the West, and we are already seeing 
human-rights commissions’ attacks 
and hate-crimes arrests in the U.K., 
Canada and Europe. The radical wing 
of the gay community in particular will 
try to silence the Catholic defense of 
natural-law sexuality.

Don’t you think that a lot of the 
hostility is due to the fact that if the 
Church is right then a lot of people would 
need to change the way they are living, 
and they simply don’t want to do that?

Absolutely. Most anti-Catholics do 
not get upset about Church teaching 
on poverty, war, forgiveness or 
anything else, really, other than sex. It 
is always about sex, and sex is the most 
personal and potentially selfish aspect 

thE ChurCh in thE world

Secularisation

IT IS ENTIRELY possible (one 
theologian insisted that it would 

have been highly probable, even 
certain) that the conformity-inducing 
pressures involved in the appeals 
and threats of the totalitarian state 
would have had greater ultimate 
influence upon the individual 
Catholic’s behaviour than would 
Church pronouncements, no matter 
how explicit and official, calling for a 
contrary course of action. The almost 
certain penalty of execution might 
well have had more immediate effect 
upon individual behaviour than could 
fear of the sanctions associated with 
mortal sin or the threat of formal 
excommunication. And nationalistic 
emotions and sentiments in a time 
of emergency and stress might have 
outweighed the inner imperatives 
of piety and devotion to episcopal 
authority – especially where the 
former would be reinforced by 
general community pressures and 
the total organization of external 
secular controls.

- Hitler’s Wars, Gordon C. Zahn, Sheed 
& Ward, London and New York, 1963, 

pp.267-269.
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of the human person. It may sound 
crass, but for many failed Catholics 
and anti-Catholics, the attack is  
based on, I want to have sex, with 
whomever I choose, whenever I  
want – and how dare you tell me 
otherwise.

Given that Christ told his followers 
that the world will hate you because it 
first hated him, isn’t it wishful thinking to 
expect the Church to receive a fair hearing 
or fair treatment?

To a degree, yes. But nor are we 
supposed to be passive and welcome 

martyrdom. We are to struggle with all 
we have in the defense of truth, but 
are never guaranteed victory on earth. 
That is for the beyond.

If it is possible, as the world suggests, 
that the Church could be that wrong about 
that many things, how could it possibly 
continue to exist for 2,000 years?

There have been bad Catholics, 
bad popes, bad cardinals, but never a 
bad Church – because the Church was 
founded by God, and we have been 
given certain promises. That is why it 
still exists. In fact, it’s a miracle – there 

are still plenty of bad Catholics and 
bad Catholic leaders around today, I 
am afraid.

Sadly, it is not just the culture we 
are up against; but very often our fellow 
Catholics, and sometimes religious 
themselves, who have not been educated or 
formed properly. Is not that the case, and 
what is the proper response?

It is difficult and painful. Catholic 
education has been in crisis since the 
1960’s, and generations of Catholics 
have left schools and colleges not 
knowing what they are supposed 
to believe. They know a little, but 
just enough to set them to attack 
the Church. It is one thing for a  
formed Catholic to reject Catholicism, 
another for someone to not even have 
had the opportunity. There is a fight 
back, but enormous damage has been 
done.

Is the answer always and everywhere 
to turn the other cheek? There has been 
a modern tendency to turn Christ into a 
pacifist, hasn’t there? That’s really only 
presenting one part of the Gospel, rather 
than the whole – what Newman described 
as ‘the religion of the day.’

Well put. Jesus was not a pacifist, 
and to try to turn him into Jesus the 
warrior, Jesus the socialist, Jesus the 
Palestinian, Jesus the Zionist, Jesus 
the whatever, is to worship the self 
and not the Lord. He could have 
made the whole world peaceful, but 
that was not his mission. He was 
sent to die, so that we could live. 
We are supposed to try to resemble 
him, not have him resemble us. 
Scripture shows that Jesus could 
use violent language, took a whip 
to those shaming the Temple, told 
followers to protect themselves, and 
so on. But he also called for us to 
be peaceful and just. Turn the other 
cheek, of course, but not walk away 
if someone else is having their cheek 
smashed. Pacifism is too facile, and  
the Church has a far more complex 
and Christian understanding of  
human nature.

The above interview was published in the 
September 26, 2011  edition of The National 
Catholic Register. The interwiew was conducted 
by Tim Drake, Senior Writer. In it, interviewee 
Michael Coren discusses his conversion to 
Catholicism and the prevalent hostility to the 
Faith. Michael Coren is the author of the book 
‘Gilbert!’ 
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ACRoSS CLUES
1. Ceremonial garments worn by the clergy (9)
6.  Saint and co-founder of the order of poor   
 ladies (5)
9.  Vase used as a receptacle for the ashes of the   
 dead (3)
10.  Restocks (11)
11.  An electrically heated element on a cooker (8)
12.  A book containing prayers of the mass (6)
15.  Postpone (5)
17.  A state of affairs (9)
18.  Mimicry; copy (9)
19.  A dish of raw vegetables (5)
21.  An erratic notion or action; whim (6)
22.  Former Queen of Spain and patron of   
 Columbus (8)
25.  Illustrate by experiment, example, etc (11)
27.  Firearm (3)
28.  To search for underground water using a   
 divining rod (5)
29.  Bedeviled

DoWN CLUES
1.  Guaranteed (7)
2.  Making holy (11)
3.  Concerned with human behavior; lesson (5)
4.  Granting special favours to relatives and friends  

 by influence and power
5.  Eldest son of Noah (4)
6.  Lawbreakers (9)
7.  Held in 9 across (3)
8.  A letter of the Greek alphabet (7)
13.  Irish cudgels made of blackthorn, often used as  
 walking sticks (11)
14.  Patron saint of Poland (10)
16.  To put (something) into a new order (9)
18.  Entered a country by military force (7)
20.  Emptied of water (7)
23.  A diacritical mark; a short papal letter (5)
24.  Bring to a halt (4)
26.  To cut grass (3)
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Felix Mendelssohn’s unintentional musical masterpieces

hARK ThE hERALD ANGELS SING
By Grant McDuling

S WE approach the 
Festive Season, I find 
myself involuntarily 
h u m m i n g  a w a y 
to some of  those 
traditional Christmas 
carols that seem to 

bombard us wherever we go. Most I 
have known since early childhood but 
occasionally a new one appears that 
makes me stop and listen. 

This got me thinking about their 
origins. Sure, they now form part of our 
culture and civilisation, but how did this 
come about?

The very first one I decided to 
investigate threw up some real surprises 
and stopped me in my tracks. In fact, 
so engrossed did I become that I gave 
up investigating the rest altogether. You 
see, the one I looked into was Hark the 
Herald Angels Sing, and this set me off on 
a tangent.

The first thing I discovered was 
that the words to this lovely carol were 
written long before the music. My first 
port of call was the the authoritative 
website NetHymnal, which told me that 
the words were originally written by 
Charles Wesley in 1739. I also found out 
that the words he originally wrote were 
slightly different from the ones we know 
and love today, but only slightly. 

Charles was an interesting character. 
You see, in addition to writing over 6,000 
hymns, he was, together with his brother 
John, the founder of the Methodist 
Church.

A century would pass before the 
German composer Felix Mendlessohn 
came into the picture and did his bit 
to unknowingly give Wesley’s words 
immortality. This occurred when he 
composed a cantata to celebrate the 
400th anniversary of Gutenberg’s 
invention of the movable type printing 
press.

Of course, Gutenberg didn’t really 
invent printing − the Chinese had 

already invented block printing back in 
the 8th Century − but he is generally 
considered to be the first European to 
print from movable type. He printed a 
run of 250 bibles, which have become 
known as the Gutenberg bibles, and sold 
them at the 1455 Frankfurt Book Fair. 
Some of these he printed on paper while 
for others he stuck with tradition and 
used vellum, which is calf skin. 

The introduction of paper into 
Germany around 1390 had massive 
ramifications for printing as it typically 
took as many as 130 calf skins or 300 
sheep skins to produce one bible. 

The British Library has two complete 
Gutenberg bibles, one of paper and 
the other of vellum. According to the 
library’s web site, the paper version was 
originally acquired by King George III 
but its earliest known owner was the 
Benedictine Monastery of S. Jacobus 
in Würzburg. It later found its way into 

the Library’s collection when it was 
transferred from the King’s library in 
1828. The vellum copy was bequeathed 
to the British Museum by Thomas 
Granville in 1846 and is thought to have 
previously belonged to the Carthusians 
in Mainz, the town where Guten-berg 
lived and which became the centre of the 
printing trade.

Interestingly, of the 250 copies 
originally printed, 46 are still known to 
exist. Also of interest was Pope Alexander 
VI’s attitude to printing. “The art of 
printing,” he said, “is very useful insofar 
as it furthers the circulation of useful and 
tested books, but it can be very harmful 
if it is permitted to widen the influence 
of pernicious works.” 

In 1847 Mendelssohn happened to be 
conducting his oratorio Elijah at Exeter 
Hall in England. This must have left a 
huge impression on William Cummings, 
who was one of the choristers be-cause 
some eight years later he chose 
Mendelssohn’s cantata to use with the 
lyrics of Charles Wesley to produce the 
Christmas carol we know as Hark the 
Herald Angels Sing, which has be-come 
such a staple of our Christmas musical 
repertoire today.

It is also interesting to note that this 
wasn’t to be the only occasion in which 
one of Mendels-sohn’s works was to 
become famous in another form. The 
other was what we know as the Wed-ding 
March.

When he was just 17 he composed 
the remarkably original and beautiful 
overture to William Shakespeare’s play, A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream. It was chosen 
to be played at the wedding of Princess 
Victoria to Prince Frederick of Prussia in 
the Chapel Royal at St. James’ Palace in 
1858. Everyone liked it so much that it 
soon became the favourite piece of music 
to play at weddings all over the country, 
and the world.

GRANT MCDULING is a Brisbane based author of 
many popular books. He has been writing since 1978. 

rECEnt Carols

Not red 
Paper, roses

WE GROW conservative as we 
grow old, it is true. But we 

do not grow conservative because 
we have found so many new things 
spurious. We grow conservative 
because we have found so many 
old things genuine. We begin by 
thinking all conventions, all traditions, 
false and meaningless. Then one 
convention after another, one tradition 
after another, begins to explain 
itself, begins to beat our hand. We 
thought these things were simply 
stuck on to human life; we find they 
are rooted. […] Our ardent boyhood 
believes things to be dead; and graver 
manhood discovers them to be alive. 
We waken in our infancy and believe 
ourselves surrounded by red paper. 
We pluck at it and find that it is roses.”

– G.KChesterton, Lunacy and Letters,  
Sheed & Ward, 1958.
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It is hard indeed not to feel history’s hand resting heavily on one’s  
shoulder … Well recorded historical events become easy to imagine;  

passages of history no longer seem dubious or remote.

CASTLES, mANoR hoUSES  
AND hISToRIC GARDENS

By Giles Auty

T ONE TIME young 
Aus t r a l i ans  –  o f 
British and European 
extraction especially 
– tended to tour the 
lands associated with 
their ancestral roots 

more or less automatically as soon as 
they could find the funds to do so.

More recently, 
however, I sense 
there has been an 
at least slight falling 
off of this particular 
form of youthful 
enterprise not just 
through increased 
costs and difficulties 
of travel but because 
at least some have 
been persuaded 
by their elders that 
Australia is by now 
just about the most 
remarkable, blessed 
and wisely run 
country in human 
history.

Is anywhere else 
therefore – other than Bali, Gallipoli 
and some favoured parts of the USA 
perhaps – really worth a look?

Do I exaggerate here?
Not long before I returned to 

Europe last year, an Australian-born 
rural solicitor explained to me why he 
had left his native New South Wales 
only once during a relatively long life 
– and Australia never at all. That was 
because he knew already that he lived 
in the world’s finest possible place – 
so what was the real point of visiting 
anywhere else since it was bound to be 
‘inferior’?

I have wondered subsequently 
whether his lack of geographical 
curiosity extended also to history. 
In short, because of the wonders and 
supposed enlightenment of our present 
technological age why should other eras 
or centuries be of interest to us?

Ironically perhaps in view of the 
foregoing I must confess that after 17 

years of living in Australia it was the 
historic resonance and variety of British 
and European cities, towns and villages 
– and of their surrounding countryside 
– that I found I missed most.

Since my return to England last 
year I have possibly over-compensated, 
rushing out almost every weekend 
to explore yet another of the ancient 
castles, manor houses and historic 
gardens that lie within relatively easy 
reach of where we live.

Indeed, within an hour and a half ’s 
comfortable drive lie at least fifty 
extraordinary architectural attractions 

most of which belong to a reformed 
and much improved organisation: 
Britain’s National Trust.

Twenty years ago I can recall 
a frequent bossiness and sense of 
condescension among their guides as 
though some were showing you round 
their own homes rather than priceless 
buildings belonging to the nation. All 

of this seems to have 
improved greatly in 
my absence. Today 
belonging to the 
National Trust is one 
of very few bargains 
on offer in British 
life. The guides they 
employ now seem on 
the whole modest, 
informed and 
extremely helpful.

For an annual 
subscription for 
two equivalent 
to about AU$130 
we have already 
visited over twenty 
historic properties 
enjoying free entry 

to car parks, gardens and the historic 
buildings themselves. Most are open 
except in the coldest winter months 
and while a preponderance of visitors 
may be middle-aged or older, it is also 
heartening to see many more children 
than I remember from previous times 
learning at least something about their 
nation’s history.

At one time most would have been 
assured of encouragement in this at their 
schools but too often that is no longer 
the case. In general this is because of 
the increasing politicisation of secondary 
education in all except fee-paying and 

Enduring history

Chartwell, Sir Winston Churchill’s former country retreat,  
close to the Kentish town of  Westerham
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religious schools. Surveys among state 
schools often reveal staggering levels of 
historical ignorance.

I have written in these pages already 
of a recent visit I made to Chartwell, 
Sir Winston Churchill’s former country 
retreat. On a visit to the surrounding 
Kentish Weald a few weeks earlier, a 
lone Spitfire had appeared suddenly 
flying up a wooded valley at low 
altitude and I found myself transported 
back for an instant to the days of 
my childhood when wartime aerial 
combats were often visible from the 
garden of my family’s home. 

From there I also saw one of the 
very first flying bombs or ‘doodlebugs’ 
en route to London towards the 
end of the Second World War. Its 

strange contours and the vibrations 
occasioned by its primitive jet engine 
– which caused the palings of our 
garden fence to rattle ominously – 
marked it out as something I had 
never seen before.

Churchill, as I well know, is often 
criticised roundly in Australia despite 
the definitive role he played in the 
overall outcome of the Second World 
War yet remains to my mind a more 
historically reputable figure by far than 
the American President of the day F.D. 
Roosevelt, not least because of the 
nature of the latter’s wartime dealings 
with Stalin and the woeful effect these 
had on the shape of post-war Europe.

Chartwell lies in idyllic pastoral 
surroundings close to the charming 
Kentish town of Westerham. The 
Kentish Weald was once a densely 
forested area and while that is no 
longer the case the lack of intrusive 
buildings visible from Chartwell 
remains astonishing for a location so 
close to the nation’s capital. A cluster 
of equally important and much 
earlier historic buildings more or less 
surrounds Chartwell and the pretty 
nearby town of Sevenoaks.

Prominent among these is Knole 
built in 1454 by the then Archbishop of 
Canterbury and which still remains one 
of the largest private houses in England. 
Knole became the traditional home of 
the Sackville family and gave its name 
interestingly to a form of drop-ended 
couch once used to accommodate 
visiting military personnel overnight. 

Not far down the road lies Hever 
Castle, an equally magnificent moated 
fortification which dates back still 
earlier to the late 13th century. Hever 
was the girlhood home of the ill-fated 
Anne Boleyn (1507-36), second queen 
of Henry VIII. 

In the early 20th century Hever was 
acquired by William Waldorf Astor 
who created a vast Italian garden there 
plus accompanying lake. To complete 
a quartet of utterly remarkable 
buildings , Penshurst Place boasts an 
extraordinary Great Hall dating from 
1360 and was the traditional home 
of ancestors of Sir Philip Sidney 
(1554-86) whose successors were 
not without significance of course in 
the subsequent history of Australia. 
Incredibly all four buildings lie 
roughly within a 12 kilometre square.Hever castle, home of  Anne Bolyn

Tribute to Blessed John 
Henry Newman

THE CHARM of Dr. Newman’s style necessarily baffles description: 
as well might one seek to analyze the fragrance of a flower, or 

to expound in words the jumping of one’s heart when a beloved friend 
un-expectedly enters the room. It is hard to describe charm. 

Mr. Matthew Arnold, who is a poet, gets near it : 
And what but gentleness untired,  
And what but noble feeling warm,  
Wherever seen, howe’er inspired,  
Is grace, is charm ? 
One can, of course, heap on words. Dr. Newman’s style is pellucid, 

it is animated, it is varied; at times icy cold, it oftener glows with a 
fervent heat; it employs as its obedient and well-trained servant a 
vast vocabulary, and it does so always with the ease of the educated 
gentleman, who by a sure instinct ever avoids alike the ugly pedantry of 
the book-worm, the forbidding accents of the lawyer, and the stiff conceit 
of the man of scientific theory. 

Dr. Newman’s sentences sometimes fall upon the ear like well-
considered and final judgments, each word being weighed and counted 
out with dignity and precision ; but at other times the demeanour and 
language of the judge are hastily abandoned, and, substituted for them, 
we encounter the impetuous torrent – the captivating rhetoric, the brilliant 
imagery, the frequent examples, the repetition of the same idea in 
different words, of the eager and accomplished advocate addressing men 
of like passions with himself.

Dr. Newman always aims at effect; and never misses it. He writes as an 
orator speaks, straight at you. His object is to convince, and to convince by 
engaging your attention, exciting your interest, enlivening your fancy. 

It is not his’ general practice to address the pure reason. He knows 
(he well may) how little reason has to do with men’s convictions. ‘ I do not 
want,’ he says, ‘to be converted by a smart syllogism.’ 

In another place he observes : ‘The heart is commonly reached not 
through the reason – but through the imagination, by means of direct 
impressions, by the testimony of facts and events, by history and by 
description. Persons influence us, voices melt us, books subdue us, 
deeds inflame us.’

- Augustine Birrell, Collected Essays, vol.II, London, Elliot Stock, ‘Cardinal Newman,’ pp.106-
107. Birrell [1850-1933] was the son of a Baptist minister. He was one of the fairest men of 

his generation. Not a Catholic, he coined the phrase ‘It is the Mass that Matters,’ writing of the 
spirit of the Irish Catholics.
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details of one’s family history can also 
open doors to historical realisation 
although, in my own case, to the 
unwelcome discovery that the history 
of my father’s family leads back to 
notable heretics of 13th century 
Southern France.

Should you come to England in 
the next few years another brace of 
buildings I recommend thoroughly 
– to lovers of gardens especially – 
are the famous Elizabethan mansion 
at Sissinghurst which was lovingly 
restored in the 1930s and the less 
well known Great Dixter, owned until 
quite recently by an Australian, which 
boasts the wildest and most profuse 
formal gardens I have ever seen. In 
the meantime, its superb half-timbered 
manor house looks externally very 
much as it did in 1450. So also does 
a very similar but slightly later house, 
Smallhythe Place, which was bought by 
the actress Ellen Terry in 1902. That 
house has been preserved exactly as 
she left it and the tiny theatre she built 
in a barn still remains in use to this 
day. 

Do any of the foregoing tempt you?
If persuaded to explore the Kent/

Sussex borders do not on any account 
miss the village of Chilham – where I 
first learned to paint – or the coastal 
town of Rye.

The novelist Henry James lived 
there at Lamb House, a residence and 
grounds so perfect for any writer that 
for me at least his prolific output is at 
long last fully explained.

Britain’s National Trust currently 
administers over 300 historic buildings 
and more than 200 famous gardens 
spread throughout Great Britain.

GILES AUTY was born in the UK and trained 
privately as a painter. He worked professionally 
as an artist for 20 years. Publication of his The Art 
of Self Deception swung his career towards criti-
cism. He was art critic for The Spectator from 1984 
to 1995. He continues to devote himself to his 
original love – painting. He is a regular contributor 
to Annals. 

When visiting such buildings it is 
hard indeed not to feel history’s hand 
resting heavily on one’s shoulder. 
In the grounds of such houses well 
recorded historical events become 
easy to imagine; passages of history 
no longer seem dubious or remote, in 
fact, but almost palpable. For instance, 
when the walls of Hever Castle were 
being built, the Norman invasion of 
England lay little more than 200 years 
in the past. Indeed, when the Battle of 
Hastings took place in 1066 the world-
changing events of the New Testament 
were themselves only a thousand or so 
years distant.

At the moment of writing there 
seems no shadow of doubt that the 
Battle of Hastings took place 946 years 
ago, although interestingly its precise 
location has very recently been called 
into question. And while that famous 
battle took place in East Sussex there 
seems equally little historical doubt 
that St.Augustine landed in the 
neighbouring county of Kent some 469 
years before that, in 597AD. He was 
under orders from Pope Gregory the 
Great to convert the heathen English 
to Christianity – a process hardly less 
necessary today. Where he landed in 
Kent was just about the nearest point 
to France.

Why such emphasis on dates? 
Many unbelievers act today as though 
the history of Christianity were 
somehow a matter of myth and fable 
rather than historically known and 
dated fact while seeming, at the same 
time, to experience no difficulty in 
acknowledging the histories of older 
events in Egypt, say, or of Australia’s 
Aborigines.

Clearly there is some inconsistency 
here which may seem to you 
significant.

More or less wherever one 
wanders in Britain there are evident 
signs of the making of the country’s 
history as well as cryptic relics which 
quicken our curiosity. Discovering 
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why They Became catholics

THEY found in it [Catholicism] a sure framework for spiritual progress, 
literary creativity and political stability, but also for an ordered and 

coherent view of the world to replace the increasing intellectual and 
ideological confusion evident outside the walls.
- Professor Adrian Hastings, A History of English Christianity, 1920-1985. Collins, London, 1986 p.133.
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Pope Benedict’s address to  
Roman University Students

ThE ChRIST-ChILD, 
ThE PATIENCE oF GoD

ON DECEMBER 16 last year, in the evening, in keeping with a 
pre-Christmas tradition, the Holy Father presided at Vespers in 
the Vatican Basilica with students from Roman universities. Also 

present at the ceremony – which last year coincided with the twentieth 
anniversary of the Office for Pastoral Care in Universities, established by 
Blessed John Paul II – were representatives from a number of academic 
institutions, and Francesco Profumo, minister for education, universities 
and research.    

Benedict XVI’s homily, extracts of which are given below, reflected 
on the Apostle James’s call to ‘be patient until the coming of the Lord’.   

‘To you who live at the heart of the cultural and social environment 
of our time, who experience new and increasingly refined technologies, 
who are protagonists of historical changes which sometimes seem 
overwhelming, the Apostle’s call may appear to be an anachronism. ... 
His exhortation to patient constancy, which in our time may leave us 
somewhat perplexed, is in fact the way to a deeper understanding of the 
question of God and its importance in life and history; because it is in 
patience, in fidelity, in the constant search for and openness to God, that 
He reveals His Face.   

‘St. James ... reminds us that ... we are not alone, and that we do 
not create history by ourselves. God is not distant from man, He has 
come close to him; He became flesh. ... Patience is the virtue of those 
people who entrust themselves to this presence in history, who do not 
let themselves be drawn by the temptation to place all their hope in the 
present moment, in a purely horizontal perspective, in projects that are 
technically perfect but far distant from the profound truth that gives 
human beings their greatest dignity: the transcendent dimension, the 
fact of their being created in the image and likeness of God. 

‘In the incarnation of the Son, ... God experienced man’s temporality, 
his growth and development over time and history. The Christ-child is 
a sign of the patience of God, Who was the first to be patient, constant 
and faithful in His love for us. ... How many times has mankind tried to 
construct the world alone, without God or against Him! The result is to 
be seen in ideologies which, in the end, revealed themselves as being 
against man and his profound dignity. 

 ‘The Lord asks each of you to collaborate in constructing the city of 
man – uniting faith and culture with seriousness and passion. Therefore 
I invite each of you to seek the true Face of God with patient constancy. 
... Announce to everyone that the true Face of God is in the Baby of 
Bethlehem, so close to each of us that no one can feel excluded, no one 
can doubt the  possibility of meeting Him, because He is the patient and 
faithful God, Who waits and respects our freedom.   

— Source: Vatican Information Service: News.Va.
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‘The repeated interventions of the Holy Father on behalf of Jewish communities in 
Europe … will always remain a precious memory in the life of the Jewish people.’  

– World Jewish Congress, February 18 1944

PoPE PIUS XII 
By Ronald J. Rychlak

N  1 9 9 9 ,  J o h n 
Cornwell’s book Hitler’s 
Pope was hot off the 
press, and critics of 
the Catholic Church 
needed  t o  do  no 
more than embrace its 

outrageous charges about Pope Pius 
XII. Before long, however, that book 
was discredited to such a point that 
Cornwell distanced himself from its 
central allegation.’ All along, however, 
new critics kept trying to defame Pius.

The charges against Pius were 
often inconsistent with one another. 
He was too involved with minutiae or 
completely remote from reality; cared 
only about financial matters or cared 
most about a central papacy; was a 
moral coward or was recklessly brave. 
On these contradictory charges were 
piled others: He was almost a recluse, 
was too persnickety, was a racist, helped 
war criminals escape justice, was an 
anti-Semite, and just about everything 
in between. As each new charge was 
refuted, the critics shifted to a new one.2

The argument that seems to have 
finally taken hold – even with many 
supporters of Pius – is on the surface 
quite simple: The sainthood process 
should stop, and scholars should not 
reach any conclusions until all archives 
are open. Historians cannot make a 
reasoned judgment about him, so the 
argument goes, until all of the Vatican’s 
archives related to his papacy are open. 
Like the other arguments set forth by 
papal critics, this one is flawed. It is, 
of course, always better to have more 
evidence rather than less, but in the case 
of Pius XII, there is more than sufficient 
evidence to make a reasoned decision 
about his leadership.

The Holy See, like most 
governments, keeps records 

confidential for a period of time to 
make certain that secret governmental 
information will not be revealed 
and that living people will not be 
compromised. It also takes time to 
catalogue and index files before the 
general public is given access. 

Ten years ago, most of the 
documents from Pius XII’s papacy 
were still sealed, but the Vatican 
opened new archives in 2003 and 
2006. Today, about 65 percent of 
Pacelli’s documents are available. Still, 
some scholars think decisions should 
be withheld until all the documents are 
available.

One point against this view is that 

some people have had access to all of 
the archives. In 1964, Pope Paul VI 
asked a team of three Jesuit historians 
to conduct research in closed 
Vatican archives and publish relevant 
documents from the war years. A few 
years later, a fourth priest joined the 
team. These men had complete access 
to the wartime archives. Their project 
was completed in 1981 with the 
publication of the 11th volume of the 
Actes et Documents du Saint Siège relatifs 
à la seconde guerre mondiale. These 
documents provide great insight into 
the mind of Pius XII.

Historians at the Vatican’s 
Congregation for the Causes of Saints 
have also had access to the archives. 
Most notable in this group are Peter 
Gumpel, S.J., and Paul Molinari, S.J. 
Their work resulted in the completion 
of the thirty-nine-year study that fills 
eight volumes, including 1420 pages 
on Pius XII’s life; almost 1,000 pages 
of sworn testimony transcripts given 
by 98 witnesses; a 300-page synthetic 
exposition of his virtues of faith, hope, 
charity, and prudence; and a 300-page 
appendix addressing specific issues in 
the life of Pius XII, including his work 
for Jewish victims of the Holocaust. 
This report, known as the positio, sets 
forth a compelling case that Pius XII 
lived a life of heroic virtue.3

In 1999, Pope John Paul II 
appointed a priest/historian to go 
through the archives and let him know 
if there was anything to be concerned 
about. John Paul, of course, called 
Pius XII ‘a great pope.’ In 2007, Pope 
Benedict XVI ordered yet another 
review of the wartime archives. This 
took place between 2007 and 2008, 
and the results confirmed what all 
the others had said: Pius XII worked 
hard to protect Jews and others from 

CatholiC history

THIS ARTICLE by Professor 
Rychlak draws on the plethora 
of documents  in the archives 
of the Holy See in order to 
respond to claims that Pope 
Pius XII’s could have done 
more on behalf of Europe’s 
Jews during the terror 
unleashed by the Nazis during 
the Second World War. His 
conclusions support the Holy 
See’s declaration that Pius XII 
led a life of ‘heroic virtue’.
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the Nazis. After receiving that report, 
Benedict signed the decree advancing 
Pius XII’s sainthood cause.

In 2009, the head of Vatican 
archives, Bishop Sergio Pagano, 
said that he and a group of about 
20 were working toward having all 
the documents indexed and getting 
prepared for opening the archives.4 

Pagano also said: ‘He was a great 
pope, who ... did many things for Jews 
and for prisoners of World War II.’ 
He added that ‘Pope Pius took great 
risks, even very great personal risks, 
to save Jews. I can’t say more now but 
whoever wants to open their eyes in 
five or six years will be able to open 
them.’5

The testimony of those who have 
had access to the complete archives is 
but one important piece of evidence 
that argues against postponing the 
canonization process. 

Many relevant documents have 
also been found in non-Vatican 
archives. For instance, we know that 
Pius forwarded information from the 
German resistance to Allied leaders 
regarding a proposed coup attempt. 
This information was found in British 
archives. Similarly, outside of Vatican 
archives we have found two letters 
from the Vatican that were sent along 
with money from the pope to be 
used for Jews who were interned in 
southern Italy. Moreover, we have 
numerous press accounts from that era.

All of this does not begin to touch 
the eyewitness accounts of Pius XII’s 
efforts on behalf of the Jews. In 
addition to tributes from nearly every 
major Jewish organization of that 
era, we have a mountain of testimony 
from rescuers, victims, Germans, Jews, 
priests, nuns, rabbis, at least seven 
cardinals, and two popes. There are 
also more archives that were recently 
opened at the Vatican, and another 
collection of documents related to the 
Vatican Information Bureau, which 
was published in 2004 in two volumes 
numbering 1,511 pages.6

All of this evidence weighs heavily 
in Pius’s favor, but perhaps the most 
compelling point to counter the 
argument for delay is that we already 
possess adequate data from Vatican 
archival material that has been made 
public. What, then, do we know from 
the documents already released? 
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this could have happened. “The Soviet 
Union and its successor the Russian 
Federation have denied that the famine 
was directed against Ukraine” he stated.

“Political and diplomatic pressure 
has been exerted on other countries 
not to disseminate information about 
the Holodomor and especially not to 
give it any kind of official recognition,” 
he added. “But when I asked him 
about the question of genocide, 
Father explained that “the question 
is complicated. Whatever you want to 
call the Holodomor, it is vital that it be 
recognized as a deliberate act directed 
mainly against the ethnically Ukrainian 
population of Soviet Ukraine and 
Russia. Films about the Holodomor 
have been released. At the time, 
journalists such as Malcolm Muggeridge 
and Gareth Jones broke the story after 
visiting Soviet Ukraine.”

But some journalists deliberately 
covered up the story of the famine, 
I had read. New York Times Russian 
bureau chief Walter Duranty published 
articles claiming that there was no 
famine in the Ukraine. He even won a 
Pulitzer prize for his reporting! Father 
McVay clarified this story:

“After the publication of government 
documents proving the existence of 
the Holodomor, the publication of our 
documents and contemporary news 
reports by Muggeridge and Jones, it is 
obvious that the late Walter Duranty’s 
reports were inaccurate. I don’t know 
what was the motivation behind such 
reports. I understand that some scholars 
have asked for Duranty’s Pulitzer prize 
to be posthumously revoked.”

Asked about what he considered 
the greatest contributions of this book, 
Father McVay answered, “The Holy 
See and the Holodomor: Documents 
from the Vatican Secret Archives on 
the Great Famine of 1932-1933 in 
Soviet Ukraine is a specific testimony 
of the Holodomor from primary and 
international diplomatic sources. It is 
also a contribution to scholarship on 
the inner workings of the Roman Curia 
during the pontificate of Pius XI.”

Elizabeth Lev teaches Christian art and architec-
ture at Duquesne University’s Italian campus and 
University of St. Thomas’ Catholic Studies program. 
Her new book, “The Tigress of Forlì: Renaissance 
Italy’s Most Courageous and Notorious Countess, 
Caterina Riario Sforza de’ Medici” was published 
by Harcourt, Mifflin Houghton Press this Spring. 
She can be reached at lizlev@zenit.org 

SOPHIE SCHOLL 
THE FINAL DAYS

Reviewed by Roger Ebert

AT THE HEART of “Sophie Scholl: The Final Days” is a long interrogation 
conducted across a desk in a police headquarters. It is February 1943, 

in Munich. The questions are asked by Robert Mohr (Alexander Held), 
a provincial who has risen in rank under the Nazis and wears a little lapel 
pin proclaiming his patriotism. The answers come from Sophie Scholl (Julia 
Jentsch), a student of biology and philosophy. She is accused of helping to 
distribute leaflets on her campus that attack Hitler and his war.

Sophie and her brother Hans (Fabian Hinrichs) belong to the White Rose, 
an underground group that mimeographs statements critical of the regime 
and the continuation of a war that is already lost. In theory their leaflets were 
to be mailed. Hans gets the idea of distributing them on their campus. This is 
reckless … but they are Catholics carried away by conscience.

Even so, they might have gotten away with it. They put piles of leaflets 
outside classroom doors, and then Sophie, in a heedless moment, sends a 
stack of paper swirling down into a central hallway. It is the janitor who turns 
them in, in part because he is a Nazi toady, in part because they made extra 
work for him.

“Sophie Scholl,” an Oscar nominee for best foreign film, is based on fact 
and uses the transcripts of Scholl’s actual interrogation and trial, as kept by 
the Gestapo and liberated when East Germany fell. 

The effect of this scene is so powerful that I leaned forward like a jury 
member, wanting her to get away with it so I could find her innocent. But the 
law moves as the law always does, with no reference to higher justice; even 
in this Nazi procedure there are carbon copies and paper clips and rubber 
stamps and a need to see the law followed, as indeed it is. The law underpins 
evil, but it is observed. When Sophie is found guilty, it is legal enough.

The sentence against her is carried out with startling promptness; because 
of the movie’s title, we are not surprised, but we are jolted. One day Sophie 
Scholl thoughtlessly throws some leaflets off a balcony, and two days later she 
is dead. Notice how the final sounds of the movie play under a black screen. 
Does she hear them?

Are the policeman Robert Mohr and the judge Roland Freisler (Andre 
Hennicke) evil men? Yes, absolutely, but they are doing their duty. I learn from 
Anthony Lane in The New Yorker that Mohr’s widow received a state pension 
after the war. The police and the court are shown to follow the law, and in the 
law resides either good or evil, depending on what the law says and how it 
is enforced. That is why it is crucial that a constitution guarantee rights and 
freedoms, and why it is dangerous for any government to ignore it. There 
should be no higher priority.

The most powerful political statement in the film is one of the saddest. 
Sophie is allowed a few moments with her parents before being taken away 
forever. “You did the right thing,” her father says of Sophie and her brother. 
“I’m proud of you both.” 

— Roger Ebert, whose reviews appear in the Chicago Sun-Times, is one of the most respected 
film reviewers in the US. This review appeared on March 31, 2006.Reprinted with permission.
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Herzog, Chief Rabbi in the Holy Land, 
came to Rome for a meeting on ‘certain 
matters of a non-political nature which 
are of most vital importance to Jewry.’ 
The rabbi was granted an audience 
with the Cardinal Secretary of State.13 
Rabbi Herzog thanked Pius and the 
Holy See for ‘manifold acts of charity’ 
on behalf of the Jews.14 In July 1943, 

process.11 By April 1942, the Romanian 
minister to the Holy See informed 
the Vatican that the number of Jews 
being baptized into Catholicism 
was drawing unwelcome attention.12 
(Forging baptismal documents was one 
stratagem that Catholic officials used to 
protect Jews from discrimination.)

In May 1940, Yitzhak Isaac Halevy 

Staying only with those documents 
that were published in the Actes et 
Documents collection, it is easy to see 
that the Vatican did a great deal to 
oppose the Nazis and support those 
who were victimized. They show that 
Pope Pius XII was strongly anti-Nazi 
and that he was concerned about all of 
the victims. 

Early in the war (1939-
1940)

On the eve of war, the pope sent 
identical notes to the governments 
of Germany, Poland, Italy, France, 
and Great Britain, ‘beseeching, in the 
name of God, the German and Polish 
Governments ... to avoid any incident.’7 
He added: ‘The Pope is unwilling 
to abandon hope that pending 
negotiations may lead to a just pacific 
solution.’8 Unfortunately, these efforts 
did not stop the invasion of Poland by 
Germany and the USSR.

Six weeks later, Pius issued his first 
encyclical, Summi Pontificatus, which 
led to this headline in the New York 
Times: ‘Pope Condemns Dictators, 
Treaty Violators, Racism; Urges 
Restoring of Poland.’ Polish Cardinal 
Hlond wrote to offer his thanks:

This official and solemn statement, 
together with the unforgettable 
paternal allocution of September 30, 
will be greatly treasured by Poles. It 
will also be, for the rising generation, 
a source of the great strength in the 
Faith and the traditional attachment 
to the Holy See, especially when it 
is seen in the light of the many and 
far-reaching works of relief that Your 
Holiness has initiated, and conducts 
with papal generosity on behalf of 
the Polish people, condemned even 
in their own country to extermination 
by misery, hunger and disease.9

Filippo Cortesi, the nuncio in 
Warsaw, was forced to flee Poland 
soon after the invasion. He escaped 
to Romania where he received a letter 
from Monsignor Domenico Tardini, 
of the Vatican Secretariat of State, 
who communicated the Pope’s desire 
that he remain in Romania to be of 
assistance to the Poles fleeing there.10 
Most of these Polish refugees were 
Jewish. Some stayed in Romania, but 
many left, with the Church’s help, for 
Palestine, and the Actes et Documents 
collection confirms that the Vatican 
remained in close contact with this 

cruel deceptions

THE FACT THAT these deportations were taking place from western 
and southern Europe was well known to the Allies. But for two years 

their actual destination had remained unknown, repeatedly reported as 
an ‘unknown destination,’ at first believed to be located ‘somewhere in 
the east,’ and as time went on, ‘somewhere in Poland’. Where in Poland 
was not known. Nor was it entirely clear during those two years whether 
the deportees were being murdered, or being used principally as a vast 
reserve of slave labour.

The actual name of Auschwitz, as a concentration camp, had been 
known in the west throughout the first two years of its operation, and 
even earlier. But it was known and publicized solely as a camp where 
terrible things happened to Polish non-Jews: above all, to ‘Aryan’ Poles 
seized for resistance activity inside Poland itself.

Between May 1942 and June 1944, almost none of the messages 
reaching the west had referred to Auschwitz as the destination of Jewish 
deportees, or as a killing centre. Nor had the name of Auschwitz made 
any impression on those who were building up what they believed to 
be an increasingly comprehensive picture of the fate of the Jews. The 
names Chelmno, Treblinka, Sobibor and Belzec, as well as Majdanek 
and Mauthausen, were all mentioned in Allied declarations and reports, 
or in Jewish appeals: Auschwitz-Birkenau was not mentioned. It formed 
no part of the re-iterated and well-known list of killing centres. In the 
vast majority of reports reaching the west about the murder of Jews, the 
name Auschwitz-Birkenau had no place, even after Chelmno, Treblinka, 
Sobibor and Belzec had ceased operation, and indeed, by the middle of 
1943, had completed their task. … A few references to the killing of Jews 
at Auschwitz did reach the west. None, however, for different reasons, 
made any impact. …

Looking back with the advantage of hindsight, even with the hindsight 
possible in June 1944, these ‘lost’ references to Auschwitz-Birkenau 
do add up to a definite and detailed picture, which, had it been taken 
in, might well have served as a basis for general knowledge and for 
requests for publicity, warnings or action. In the event, there could be no 
Allied response as far as Auschwitz was concerned for the first two years 
of its operation; two years during which more than a million and a half 
Jews had been murdered.

When the truth about Auschwitz did become known, as a result of the 
messages brought by the four escapees, the request for bombing was 
only one of many requests made by the Jewish organizations in the west, 
mainly because, from mid-May to mid-July 1944, these organizations, 
and particularly the Jewish Agency, were themselves the victims of 
a deliberate Nazi deception, that negotiations with the Gestapo were 
possible, and could indeed be the principal means of saving more than 
a million Jewish lives. This delusion, carefully fostered by the Gestapo, 
lasted until the second week of July, when the Jewish Agency made the 
bombing request its priority.
- Martin Gilbert, Auschwitz and the Allies, Michael Joseph/Rainbird, London 1981, pp.340-341.
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out of the war. Taylor asked about 
a presidential letter to Mussolini and 
suggested that Pius might also play a 
role. He gave Maglione two questions. 
The following day, Taylor cabled the 
response back to the States: Yes, the 
President should immediately send a 
message to Mussolini, and yes, the 
Pope would undertake a parallel 
endeavour. The Pope, however, noted 
that his efforts and those of President 
Roosevelt should remain independent 
and not appear to be a coordinated 
action.29

On April 24, Pius sent a message to 
Mussolini urging that Italy be kept out 
of the war.30 Unfortunately, the joint 
efforts of the President and the Pope 
could not stop expansion of the war.31 
The Allies promised to respect the 
Vatican’s neutrality but did not promise 
to avoid Rome altogether.32

On May 3, 1940, Cardinal Maglione 
sent identical telegrams to the nuncio 
in Brussels and the internuncio at 
The Hague warning that an attack 
by the Germans was imminent.33 
The telegrams read: ‘From a source 
that can be considered trustworthy, 
we have learned that, unless 
something prevents it or happens 
in the meantime, an offensive will 
shortly occur on the western front; 
it will also affect Holland, Belgium, 
and perhaps Switzerland.’34 On May 
6, 1940, Charles-Roux, the French 
Ambassador to the Vatican, telegraphed 
his government: ‘Once again the 
Pope and Msgr. Montini informed me 
and my counsellor that, according to 
information coming to them from 
a foreign country, the Germans will 
unleash an offensive to the western 
front within a very short time (a 
week).’ He added in a letter of the 
same date that the offensive would 
be simultaneously launched against 

not ignore the persecution of innocent 
Catholics that these broadcasts always 
seemed to prompt. Additionally, Pius 
complained about the British use of 
his proclamations for propaganda 
purposes, to the detriment of Catholics 
in Germany.24

There was some concern in the 
Vatican that the suspension of radio 
broadcasts might be seen as some sort 
of alignment with the Nazis. As such, 
the Secretary of State prepared a long 
memorandum, which was personally 
reviewed and corrected by Pius XII, 
for distribution to the Holy See’s 
representatives in France, Switzerland, 
Spain, Argentina, Brazil, and the 
United States. It pointed out that in 
those areas occupied by the Germans, 
Catholic schools and churches were 
closed, religious houses were invaded 
and searched, priests were arrested, 
bishops were kept away from the 
people, and religious teaching and 
worship were impeded in a thousand 
ways.25

By 1940, the Vatican had an 
organized effort regarding the 
clandestine immigration of Jews to 
Palestine.26 In fact, volume four of the 
Actes et Documents contains numerous 
messages sent immediately following 
the outbreak of war about efforts to 
get Jews out of harm’s way, including 
efforts to obtain travel visas.27 Most of 
the other messages sent during this 
time concerned protecting refugees, 
without any indication as to race 
or religion. Several of them contain 
the mark ‘Ex. Aud. SS.imi.’ This 
abbreviation stands for ‘Ex Audientia 
Sanctissimi,’ meaning that it was 
discussed directly with the Pope.28

On April 19, 1940, Roosevelt’s 
envoy, Myron Taylor, was sent from 
his residence in Florence to Vatican 
City to discuss ways to keep Mussolini 

Herzog wrote to Cardinal Maglione 
expressing thanks for the Holy See’s 
work and asking for assistance for Jews 
in Poland.15 In November 1943, he 
wrote:

I well know that His Holiness 
the Pope is opposed from the depths 
of his noble soul to all persecution 
and especially to the persecution ... 
which the Nazis inflict unremittingly 
on the Jewish people ... I take 
this opportunity to express ... my 
sincere thanks as well as my deep 
appreciation . . . of the invaluable 
help given by the Catholic Church to 
the Jewish people in its affliction.16

In January 1940, Pius told Msgr. 
Montini, the future Pope Paul VI, that 
Vatican Radio must broadcast a report 
on the conditions of the Catholic 
Church in German-occupied Poland.17 
On October 25, 1940, Vatican Radio 
revealed that 115 parishes had been 
deprived of their clergy, 200 clergy 
from the Poznan diocese had been 
placed in concentration camps, the 
cathedrals of Poznan and Gniezno had 
been closed, most larger seminaries 
had been taken over, and the Catholic 
University of Lublin had been closed 
(with many members of the theology 
faculty being suppressed).18 Vatican 
Radio regularly prompted vigorous 
protests from Mussolini and the 
Germans.19

 The Germans ultimately decided 
that due to the hostile and anti-
German attitude of the Vatican’s press 
and radio, priests and members of 
religious orders would be prohibited 
from leaving Poland.20  The Nazis filed 
a protest with the Vatican complaining 
that recent broadcasts were ‘against 
Hitler, against Nazism,’ and ‘in contrast 
with neutrality.’21

Bishops  in Poland reported that the 
broadcasts were causing the Nazis to 
increase the persecution. As a result, 
Pius directed that Vatican Radio be 
perfectly objective (meaning that 
most broadcasts avoided discussing 
Germany).’22  The British government, 
which lost a formidable source of 
propaganda, issued a protest to the 
Holy See. 23

Pope Pius assured the British 
Minister to the Holy See, Sir D’Arcy 
Osborne, that there was no agreement 
between the Vatican and the Germans 
concerning future broadcasts. The Pope 
also, however, explained that he could 

Allied Failures, Nazi Successes

BUT ABOVE ALL, the story [of the Nazis’ Final Solution] … is one of 
many failures, and of two successes. The failures, shared by all the 

Allies, were those of imagination, of response, of Intelligence, of piecing 
together and evaluating what was known, of co-ordination, of initiative, 
and even at times of sympathy. The successes lay elsewhere, with the 
Nazis in the killings themselves, and in a series of bizarre deceptions 
which enabled those killings to be carried out on a gigantic scale, for 
more than three years, almost without interruption.

- Martin Gilbert, Auschwitz and the Allies, Michael Joseph/Rainbird, London 1981, p.341.
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equivalent of a death sentence for the 
Catholic Church in Germany.’45

When Germany invaded the Soviet 
Union, Hitler said the attack was 
necessary to combat the Russian-
British threat to Europe. He wanted 
the Pope’s blessing on the invasion, 
and some observers expected one.46 
Hitler claimed that it was a ‘crusade’ 
into the godless Soviet Union.’47 

Msgr. Tardini, an outspoken 
opponent of Hitler, replied: ‘Nazism 
has conducted a veritable persecution 
against the church and continues to do 
so. Consequently the swastika is not 
the cross of a crusade.’48 The British 
representative to the Vatican later 

experienced for a long time as We 
walk down a sorrowful path with the 
Catholics of Germany.’43 Pius also noted 
that letters Galen had mailed to the 
Holy See had laid the groundwork for 
his own 1942 Christmas message,44 
which spoke of ‘hundreds of 
thousands’ who were facing death due 
solely to their race or descent.

Nazi ideology and German forces 
were very tough on the Catholic 
Church. As Pope Pius XII wrote in a 
letter to the Bishop of Limburg (The 
Netherlands): ‘The statements about 
the “new order” for the Church that 
have been propagated by a certain 
party show that it has as its aim the 

France, Belgium, and Holland.35

After the successful invasions 
by German troops, Pius sent open 
telegrams to the leaders of the overrun 
nations. In the message to King 
Leopold of Belgium the Pope wrote:

At a time when the Belgian 
people, for the second time and 
contrary to its will and its law, see 
its territory exposed to the war’s 
cruelties, We, profoundly moved, 
send to Your Majesty and to your 
whole beloved country assurances 
of Our paternal affection; in asking 
God that this difficult trial come to 
an end through the reestablishment 
of Belgium’s full liberty and 
independence. From the bottom of 
Our heart We grant Your Majesty and 
your people Our apostolic blessing.36

Similarly, the telegram to Queen 
Wilhelmina of Holland asked ‘the 
supreme arbiter of the destiny of 
nations, to hasten with his all-powerful 
help the re-establishment of liberty 
and justice.’37

Mussolini’s ambassador, Dino Alfieri, 
personally filed an official protest on 
May 13, charging that Pius had taken 
sides against Italy’s ally, Germany.38 

The Pope responded that his 
conscience was at ease, saying: ‘We 
are not afraid to go to a concentration 
camp.’39 He added:

The Italians are certainly well 
aware of the terrible things taking 
place in Poland. We might have an 
obligation to utter fiery words against 
such things; yet all that is holding Us 
back from doing so is the knowledge 
that if We should speak, We would 
simply worsen the predicament of 
these unfortunate people.40

On December 2, 1940, Pius wrote to 
German Bishop Konrad von Preysing, 
explaining that he wanted the German 
bishops to see what could be done 
about the Nazis.41 As the war went on, 
Pius frequently wrote to encourage 
Preysing in his resistance work.42

Persecution: 1941

In 1941, Bishop Clemens August 
Graf von Galen of Munster gave a 
series of strong sermons against the 
Nazis’ so-called ‘euthanasia program’ 
(which at that time was focused more 
on the ‘unfit’ than on Jews). From the 
Actes et Documents collection, we know 
that Pius later wrote to Galen that 
they had brought him ‘a consolation 
and a satisfaction which We have not 

THE MYTH oF rEScUE

IT IS GENUINELY surprising to read  … such a naive and improbable 
statement in the writings of an author as astute and intelligent as 

Lucy S. Dwiclowicz. Unfortunately … it was Hitler and Hitler alone who 
had the final say about the fate of the Jews in these places: he could 
– and doubtless would have – intervened to ensure the deportation of 
Jews from these countries, just as he did in Hungary. Indeed, had an 
independent Jewish state existed in Palestine during the war, the fate 
of the Jews might have been very different, but not in the way imagined 
here: Hitler might well have made its conquest and destruction a much 
higher priority than it was actually given. Rommel had only ten divisions 
in North Africa; with the destruction of Israel and the extermination of 
perhaps l million Jews there as his goal, Hitler might have agreed to give 
him twenty, thirty or whatever number of  Axis divisions was necessary 
for a successful drive through Egypt (incidentally seizing the Suez 
Canal) to Palestine, doubtless fanning Arab anti-British and anti-Jewish 
nationalism every inch of the way. Given what we know about Hitler, 
which possibility was the more likely? With great ,and genuine regret, we 
reach the final conclusion of this work: turn where you will, turn to any 
proposal for rescue you wish, one will invariably find either that it was 
wholly impractical (and, very likely, irrelevant) or not actually proposed 
by anyone at the time. I simply know of no exceptions to this conclusion, 
and certainly of no plans for rescue action which were actually capable 
of saving any significant number of Jews who perished. While this 
conclusion must he deeply depressing to some readers, it also suggests 
very strongly that both the governments of the Western democracies 
and the Jewish communities of the democracies must be viewed much 
more favourably: no rescue action was taken because no one, anywhere, 
had anything genuinely practical or effective to suggest, apart from 
winning the war even more quickly. Those excuses which are sometimes 
offered for the lack of a rescue policy – ignorance  of genocide, 
Jewish community powerlessness, anti-semitism and anti-Zionism in 
the democracies, and so on were, even if true, essentially irrelevant 
to the basic fact that rescue was impossible. Conversely, it cannot be 
emphasised too strongly that the responsibility for the Holocaust lies 
solely and wholly with Adolf Hitler, the SS and their accomplices, and 
with no one else. In searching for a rational explanation of Modern 
history’s greatest crime, it is important that we not assign guilt to those 
who were innocent.

-William D. Rubinstein, The Myth of Rescue, Routledge, London and New York, 1997, p.216.
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still condemns Communism. It had 
never uttered a word, and it cannot do 
so, against the Russian people. It has 
also condemned Nazism.’53 Maglione 
did not think that the Pope needed 
to further clarify this matter, but he 
promised to assure Bishop Cicognani 
that American Catholics did not need 
to worry about supporting Roosevelt in 
the war against Hitler.54

In a letter dated September 20, 
1941, the Vatican Secretariat of State 
explained to Archbishop Cicognani 
that in Divini Redemptoris Pius XI had 
condemned atheistic Communism, 
but ‘not the Russian people to 
whom, in the same document, he 
sent expressions of good wishes and 
compassion.’55 This was eventually 
used to help change American Catholic 
minds about the propriety of extending 
aid to the Soviets.

FIGHTING BAcK: 1942-1943

On February 2, 1942, Pius XII 
congratulated Cardinal Faulhaber 
for his bold sermons in the face of 
Nazism.56 In a letter to Bishop Konrad 
Preysing of Berlin, Pius explained:

The three sermons of the bishop 
of Munster and the pastoral letter 
of the joint episcopacy furnish 
proof of what can still be achieved 
within the Reich through public 
and resolute acts. We stress that 
because the Church in Germany is 
all the more dependent on your own 
public actions because the general 
political situation in its difficult and 
often contradictory nature imposes 
on the head of the entire Church 
in his public statements a necessary 
restraint. However, that the bishops 
who with such courage and at the 
same time in such irreproachable 
form stand up for the causes of 
God and the Holy Church, as did 
Bishop von Galen, will always find 
Our support, of that We do not 
specifically need to assure you and 
your brothers.57

Certain Poles, exiled in London, 
called for a condemnation of the forces 
occupying their nation.58 The strongest 
complaint came from Karol Radonski, 
Bishop of Wloclawek. When Cardinal 
Maglione chastised him for ‘adding an 
additional cross’ for the Pope to carry, 
Radonski replied that he had heard that 
the nuncio in France (Valeri) had told 
Petain that the pope had condemned 
the persecution of Jews. ‘Are we less 

to clarify (if not change) Catholic 
teaching regarding the propriety of 
cooperating with the Soviets, especially 
as that teaching was reflected in Pius 
XI’s encyclical, Divini Redemptoris.52

Cardinal Maglione answered that 
‘The Holy See has condemned and 

sought and obtained permission from 
Pius to report on the Pope’s refusal to 
support Hitler’s ‘crusade.’ That the Pope 
had maintained neutrality even against 
atheistic Bolshevism, it was thought, 
‘would make an excellent impression in 
London.’49

As a rule, Pius was sensitive to and 
sought to prevent the belligerents – 
whether Axis or Allies – from using the 
Church’s moral authority for their own 
aims. For example, French Cardinal 
Baudrillart travelled to Rome to ask 
a papal blessing for French volunteer 
soldiers. Pius, however, demanded an 
immediate withdrawal of the request 
for a blessing and ordered Cardinal 
Baudrillart to make no further public 
statements on the war whatsoever.50 
Similarly, President Roosevelt wanted 
Pope Pius to help change the minds of 
American Catholics about extending 
the lendlease program to the Soviet 
Union. He told the apostolic delegation 
in Washington, Archbishop Amleto 
Cicognani, that the United States was 
only doing what was necessary to fight 
the Nazis and was not changing in its 
fundamental distrust of Communism.51 
Roosevelt’s representative to the Pope, 
Myron Taylor, pleaded with the Pontiff 

Inability to comprehend

UNTIL THE BOMBING of railway lines to Auschwitz was first mooted 
in May 1944  … no other proposals for rescue were made by anyone 

in the democracies. There is one other subject which might usefully be 
discussed here as well, the attitude of the Jewish Yishuv in Palestine 
towards the rescue of’ European Jews. This topic has presented a 
veritable minefield to the Israelis since the creation of’ the State, and 
even today is seldom examined with objectivity by its citizens, who are 
only too well aware that the phoenix of Israel arose in large part from 
the ashes of European Jewry, whose slaughter they were powerless to 
prevent. Most debate on the stance of the Yishuv  during the Holocaust 
has centred upon the question of why so ‘little’ was ‘done’ by them, 
closely paralleling the debates in the American and British Jewish 
community, with even more passion but with even less reason.  … A few 
important points about the Yishuv and the Holocaust are, however, worth 
making. There is general agreement among scholars that the attitude of 
David Ben-Gurion and most other leaders of’ the Yishuv to news of the 
Holocaust as it unfolded was extremely curious, hallmarked by disbelief  
and something resembling inertia The puzzling stance of Ben-Gurion 
has been seen as a result of his unwillingness to face unpleasant facts, 
his alleged belief  in ‘beneficial disasters’ throughout Jewish history and 
his sheer inability to comprehend the magnitude of the catastrophe in 
Europe.
-William D. Rubinstein, The Myth of Rescue, Routledge, London and New York, 1997, pp.141-
142. [Note: Yishuv lit. means ‘settlement’. Usually the term refers to the Jewish inhabitants of 

Palestine before 1948] 
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incident to incident, something that 
gives profundity and purpose to a 
story’s climax. My fingers tapping on 
the keyboard were drawing me through 
the labyrinth of human life; and, as 
G.K. Chesterton says, nothing is more 
horrifying to man than the thought of a 
maze without a centre.

But how could there be a centre, a 
direction, a purpose worth caring about, 
without God, the Alpha and Omega, 
the magnetic North of all existence? 
What was the point of any story if, as 
Macbeth said, life itself was a tale told 
by an idiot, signifying nothing? Because 
it couldn’t mean anything, if the atheists 
were right; that much was horrifyingly 
clear. I fell into the deepest depression 
of my life, for several months. It became 
a kind of mental torture, at times. 
Nothing in my life, nothing I could even 
hope to achieve, meant a thing without 
God. I craved ultimate meaning as a 
man in the desert craves water.

And, for the first time in my life, I 
began earnestly searching for God. The 
Catechism of the Catholic Church tells 
us that the search for Him demands 
“every effort of intellect.” I had never 
thought more deeply or more furiously 
than I thought in these summer months, 
when the entire cosmos seemed as 
insubstantial and pointless as a bubble 
floating in air, a bubble that could 
disappear at any moment. I read G.K. 
Chesterton and C.S. Lewis and several 
other Christian authors. I browsed 
the internet, a silent follower of the 
shrill and never-ending God debate in 
cyberspace. I watched debates between 
apologists and skeptics on Youtube. 
Nothing, nothing, seemed important 
except this ultimate question—and how 
could anyone think otherwise? How 
could I ever have thought otherwise?

I wanted to believe so badly and 
yet I was so frightened of being 
hoodwinked by delusion—after all, look 
how Arthur Conan Doyle, creator of 
the arch-skeptic Sherlock Holmes, had 
fooled himself with table-rapping and 
fairy photographs, in an effort to prove 
to himself that his deceased wife and 
his son were not lost forever. I needed 
something cast-iron. Prose poetry and 
Pascal’s wager wouldn’t be enough.

It would be easy for anyone to say 
that my powerful desire to believe 
in God had decided the issue before 
hand, and it would be impossible for 

in pretty well with this trajectory.
Then, in my early twenties (I had 

studied journalism in college, but by 
this time was working in a university 
library, as I still do) I started to write 
intensively. I had always written poetry, 
but now I started writing fiction, 
dramatizing (amongst other things) the 
sacrifice of tradition and custom and 
ceremony to the all-devouring god of 
progress. I wrote two fantasy novels, a 
horror novel, and a collection of horror 
short stories (all still unpublished).

Anyone who writes knows that 
writing is a journey; a journey in 
search of meaning. You simply cannot 
write without seeking for something 
below the surface of life, something 
that links moment to moment and 

city, monarchism—I embraced them 
all. But still I didn’t set foot inside a 
church, or get on my knees to pray, 
or make any effort to practice the 
faith I had been born into. In fact, by 
this time, I had become a definite 
atheist, though a reluctant one. I only 
admitted my atheism on a handful of 
occasions, and I would have rushed 
to defend the Catholic Church against 
any of its critics. In his memoir Gentle 
Regrets, the English conservative 
philosopher Roger Scruton describes 
his own, ultimately frustrated, approach 
towards Catholicism. He writes that he 
could happily assent to every article of 
Catholic faith, except the existence of 
God. I was in the same boat.

Why couldn’t I believe in God? In 
Surprised by Joy, C.S. Lewis describes a 
mental disposition that had grown up 
in him from the misfortune of lacking 
one joint in his thumb. He believed that 
the clumsiness to which this doomed 
him had made the whole cosmos seem 
hostile. Things would never come right; 
stubborn reality would always frustrate 
him. Ergo, there could be no Supreme 
Being. At least part of my unbelief could 
be traced to a similarly illogical idea. I 
was a shy, impractical, scatter-brained, 
lonely young man. Nothing I tried 
seemed to come to fruition. Yearning 
was always disappointed, I observed; 
and since the deepest of our yearnings 
is for the divine, there could be no such 
reality.

Besides, the rather Spenglerian 
thrust of my conservatism was that 
all things were in a state of decline. 
Suburbs replaced villages. Popular 
culture drowned out national culture. 
Chivalry gave way to hustle and 
salesmanship. The death of God fitted 

Face any Tribulation

REMINDING JESUS of our extreme destitution, I told him: ‘Give me 
what is in your hand, open your hand.’ He then opened his hand and 

I saw that it was pierced. The only true devotion is pity for Jesus, which is 
to say the compassion of Mary. One must pray. Every thing else is useless 
and stupid. For he who prays much, there can be no despair nor bitter 
grief I am telling this to you, and I have the right to do so, and I speak with 
true authority! You must pray simply, naively, yet with a powerful will. The 
main thing is to pray for a long time, patiently, without yielding to disgust 
nor to fatigue, until emotion arises and you feel as if you had a fire brand 
in your heart. Then you may go in peace and face any tribulation.

— Leon Bloy [1846 – 1917] quoted Simon Leys, Other People’s Thoughts, Black Inc 
Melbourne, 2007 pp.89-90.
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their behalf, according to what the 
circumstances demand or permit.’67

On May 12, 1943, Pius wrote a 
note encouraging Mussolini to pursue 
a separate peace with the Allies.68 
Mussolini thanked the Pope, but 
replied that ‘under present condition 
there is no alternative, and Italy will 
continue to wage war.’69 On May 29, 
US Representative Myron Taylor sent 
a message to the Vatican in which the 
Holy See was urged to tell ‘whoever 
has the means for acting’ that Italy now 
had to separate itself from Germany 
and form a new government.70 The 
only other alternative was utter 
devastation.

Preysing of Berlin, explaining that he 
had received news of the atrocities, 
which had nothing to do with the 
necessities of war, and it horrified him. 
He added that ‘It was for us a great 
consolation to learn that Catholics, in 
particular those of your Berlin diocese, 
have shown such charity towards the 
sufferings of the Jews.’ He praised 
the example of Provost Lichtenberg 
who had been imprisoned for public 
prayers in support of the Jews. He 
said: ‘With the situation such as it is 
at the moment, We can unfortunately 
provide them with no effective help 
except our prayers. We are determined, 
however, to raise Our voice again on 

deserving than the Jews?’ he asked.59

In 1942, Pius sent a letter into 
Poland, to be read to the Catholic 
faithful. The head of the Church in 
Poland, Archbishop Sapieha declined 
to read it, fearing that it would lead to 
even more persecution. Pius later wrote 
about this episode to Bishop Preysing 
of Berlin. It explains much about his 
thinking:

We leave it to the local bishops 
to weigh the circumstances in 
deciding whether or not to exercise 
restraint, to avoid greater evil. This 
would be advisable if the danger of 
retaliatory and coercive measures 
would be imminent in cases of public 
statements by the bishop. Here lies 
one of the reasons We Ourselves 
restrict Our public statements. The 
experience We had in 1942 with 
documents which We released for 
distribution to the faithful gives 
justification, as far as We can see, for 
Our attitude.60

In July 1942, Nuncio Orsenigo 
reported from Germany that ‘the 
situation of the Jews excludes all 
charitable interventions’ and that 
he had been warned that ‘the less 
he talked about the Jews, the better 
it would be.’61 Throughout the war, 
Orsenigo made several inquiries 
related to the Jews.62 Pius was aware 
that his words had little impact on the 
Nazis. He wrote in a letter dated March 
l , 1942: ‘Whereas Our Christmas radio 
message found a strong echo in the 
world ... We learn with sadness that it 
was almost completely hidden from 
the hearing of German Catholics.’63 
Cardinal Tardini wrote: ‘everyone 
knows that the Holy See cannot bring 
Hitler to heel.64 Mussolini himself 
said that appeals to Christianity were 
meaningless when it came to the Nazis 
‘because.they are true pagans.’65

Pius XII’s 1942 Christmas address 
spoke of ‘hundreds of thousands 
who, without any fault on their 
part, sometimes only because of 
their nationality or race, have been 
consigned to death or to a progressive 
extinction.’ The Polish ambassador to 
the Holy See thanked the pontiff, who  
‘in his last Christmas address implicitly 
condemned all the injustices and 
cruelties suffered by the Polish people 
at the hands of the Germans. Poland 
acclaims this condemnation; it thanks 
the Holy Father for his words.’66

In April 1943, Pius wrote to Bishop 

Plot to Kidnap the Pope

THE THREAT to the Vatican had become critical, and the German 
diplomats in Rome were as edgy as the pope and the Curia. Kessel, 

who, like his superior, Weizsacker, despised the Fuhrer, would later 
write:

It must be reasserted that Hitler, kept at bay by the Allies, like a 
beast of prey pursued by a pack of hunters, was capable of absolutely 
any hysterical act of crime. The idea of taking the pope prisoner and 
transporting him [elsewhere] had entered into his calculations.... We 
had specific information that if the pope had resisted, there was the 
possibility that he would be shot – while attempting to escape.

Kessel was clearly referring to a plot called Operation Rabat, 
apparently the one Hitler had in mind when he ordered Wolff to 
prepare a kidnap operation. The fascist leader in Como, Italy, Paolo 
Porta, described the plot in a letter he wrote to his counterpart in Milan, 
Vincenzo Costa. The letter’s heading, Massacre of Pius XII with the 
entire Vatican, reflected the ferocity of the plan, which was concocted 
in September 1943, about the time Wolff was given his mission, and 
tentatively scheduled to burst into deadly reality in January 1944. 
According to the letter, which repeated what a high SS official had told 
Porta, the purpose of the plot was to avenge ‘the papal protest in favor 
of the Jews’ – no doubt including an expected papal outcry when the 
Jews were rounded up.

The plan, presented in greater detail than Wolff revealed to me, 
called for soldiers of the 8th Division of the SS Florian Geyer Cavalry, 
disguised in Italian uniforms, to launch a night attack against the 
Vatican. They would kill all members of the Curia and take the pope 
prisoner. Then troops of the Hermann Goring panzer division would 
surge into the Vatican to “rescue” the pontiff and kill the disguised SS 
men, thinking they were Italian assassins rather than SS compatriots. 
Thus, no witnesses. If the pope tried to escape (or apparently was 
“perceived” as trying to), he, too, would be shot. The world, like the 
panzer soldiers, would thus be led to believe that the “Italians” and not 
the Nazis were guilty of murdering the Curia and probably Pius.

If the pope somehow survived, he would be deported to Germany or 
Liechtenstein, where, Germany would proclaim, he had been taken for 
his own safety, as Wolff indicated to me.

- A Secret Mission: Hitler’s secret plot to seize the Vatican and kidnap Pope Pius XII,  
Dan Kurzman, Da Capo Press, 2007, pp.116-117.



AnnAls AustrAlAsiA  22  november/december 2012

Germans ‘stop these arrests at once.’80 
Weizsacker, who said he knew that the 
Holy See ‘has had greater faith in the 
Allies,’81 said to Maglione: ‘I always 
expect you to ask me, “So why then 
are you staying in your position?”’ 
Maglione, who knew of Weizsacker’s 
efforts to help the Jews, replied:

No, I simply tell you: Excellency, 
you have a soft and good heart. Try 
to save these innocent ones. It is 
painful to the Holy Father, painful 
beyond measure, that in Rome itself 
and under the eyes of the father of us 
all so many people are made to suffer 
for the simple reason that they are 
members of a particular race.82

Weizsacker assured Cardinal 
Maglione that ‘a good number’ of 
Jews had been released, but he 
cautioned that this information was 
strictly confidential.83 At the end of the 
meeting, Weizsacker asked Maglione 
for permission not to report this 
conversation back to his superiors, 
lest it lead to retaliation. The Cardinal 
replied: ‘Your Excellency has informed 
me that he is attempting to do 
something for the unfortunate Jews. 
I thank him for this. As to the rest, I 
leave it to his judgment.’84

Bishop Alois Hudal (a controversial 
figure who had contacts with the 
Germans) reported that on October 
17th, he received a phone call from 
General Stahel who assured him that 
he had ‘referred the matter at once

to the local Gestapo and to 
Himmler. Himmler ordered that in 
view of the special character of Rome 
these arrests were to be halted at 
once.’85

On August 21, 1943, the Allies 
sent a message to the Holy See. Why, 
they wondered, had the new Italian 
government not separated itself from 
the Germans, and were they being 
forced to continue the war?86 There 
was some concern on the part of the 
Holy See with regard to the propriety 
of answering, but the Pope decided 
to reply. A return cable said that 
Italian cooperation with the Germans 
was not freely given, but was forced.87 
This information helped the Allies 
with their next major move in the 
war. On September 3, 1943, British 
and American forces moved onto the 
Italian peninsula. On the same day, 
the Badoglio regime secretly signed 
an armistice with the Allies. The 
Italian capitulation was announced on 
September 8th.88

these noble and holy words, which 
will call forth a new and ever more 
loyal love for the Holy Father ... and at 
the same time provide a most potent 
antidote to the poisonous influences of 
enemy propaganda.’73

The Actes et Documents collection 
shows that in November 1943 the 
Vatican provided money to help with 
Jewish rescue efforts.74 On February 
20, 1941, Pius wrote: ‘When the pope 
wanted to cry aloud in a strong voice, 
waiting and silence were unhappily 
often imposed.’75 Similarly, on March 
3, 1944, he wrote: ‘frequently it is with 
pain that a decision is made as to what 
the situation demands; prudent reserve 
and silence or, on the contrary, candid 
speech and vigorous action.76

Ernst Von Weizsacker, German 
Ambassador to the Holy See in the 
latter part of the war, was not a typical 
Nazi officer.77 Outwardly he conformed 
to the requirements of a loyal 
Nazi diplomat, but inwardly, as his 
confidants testified, he was determined 
to sabotage and resist.78 He was aware 
of Hitler’s plan to invade the Vatican 
and kidnap Pius XII, and he told 
Vatican leaders about it.79

On October 16, 1943, the Germans 
conducted a major roundup of Roman 
Jews. Pius immediately filed a protest 
through Cardinal Secretary of State 
Maglione with German Ambassador 
Weizsacker, demanding that the 

Pius XII’s willingness to negotiate in 
order to win peace is often portrayed 
as a willingness to accommodate the 
aggressive tendencies of Hitler and 
Mussolini. In a 1942 message to the 
United States government, however, he 
expressly stated: .

Despite what any propaganda 
may say to the contrary, We have 
never thought in terms of a peace 
by compromise at any cost. On 
certain principles of right and justice 
there can be no compromise. In 
our Christmas allocutions of 1939, 
1940, and 1941 the world may read 
some of these essential principles 
expressed in unmistakable language, 
We think they light the path along 
which We walk and will continue to 
walk unswervingly. . . . We shall never 
approve of, much less further a peace, 
that gives free rein to those who 
would undermine the foundations of 
Christianity and persecute Religion 
and the Church.71

On June 2, 1943, in an address 
to the cardinals which was broadcast 
on Vatican Radio and clandestinely 
distributed in printed form within 
Poland, the Pope, at the request of 
Polish Archbishop Sapieha, expressed 
in new and clear terms his compassion 
and affection for the Polish people. He 
also predicted the rebirth of Poland ‘in 
a Europe based anew on Christian

foundations.’72 
Sapieha wrote from Krakow that 

‘the Polish people will never forget 

who Knew of the Plot to 
Kidnap the Pope?

WAS THE general informed of the most gruesome details at the 
meeting with Hitler that he described to me? Was he the SS 

official who informed Porta of the plot? If so, that might further explain 
why he was determined to sabotage it. Having come to believe, without 
being passionately ideological, that the SS was a fine symbol of true 
Germanism, he would find it extremely difficult to support the murder of 
such dedicated men, even if they were dedicated mainly to murdering 
others. But if it came down to them or him well, he didn’t want to die.

Himmler, the SS chief, by contrast, would kill almost anyone, even at 
the cost of more painful head and stomach aches, if it was in his interest 
to do so. And it was in his interest to disabuse Hitler of suspicion that he 
might not be completely loyal, even as he dickered with the Resistance 
– and also a rare opportunity to drive a stake through the heart of the 
Church he hated. Bormann, who surely was involved in the plot, would, 
for his part, pursue any means of getting rid of Christianity itself and filling 
the spiritual void with worship of Adolf Hitler.

- A Secret Mission: Hitler’s secret plot to seize the Vatican and kidnap Pope Pius XII,  
Dan Kurzman, Da Capo Press, 2007, pp.116-117.
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Grace and the Holy See have brought 
about this fortunate result, and I 
should like to express to the Holy See 
and yourself the warmest thanks of 
the World Jewish Congress. The Jews 
concerned will probably not yet know 
by what agency their removal from 
danger has been secured, but when 
they do they will be indeed grateful.91

In October, the Israelite Central 
Committee of Uruguay sent a letter to 
the papal nuncio, reporting:

We deem it a high honor to 
make known to Your Excellency 
our fondness and support of His 
Holiness, Pius XII, who already 
directly suffers the consequences 
of the actual conflict that strikes 
the world.... [T]he Community that 
we represent has always followed 
the news ... of the situation of the 
Vatican and the August person of His 
Holiness.... And from the depths of 
their hearts the Israelites of Uruguay 
pray [for] ... news that assures the 
cessation of the danger that threatens 
His Holiness, Pius XII, ardent 
defender of the cause of those who 
are unjustly persecuted.92

In November 1943, Rabbi Herzog 
of Palestine wrote to Pius expressing 
his ‘sincere gratitude and deep 
appreciation for so kind an attitude 
toward Israel and for such valuable 
assistance given by the Catholic 
Church to the endangered Jewish 
people.’93 Jewish communities in Chile, 
Uruguay, and Bolivia also sent similar 
offers of thanks to the Pope.94

 On December 30, the following 
message was sent to Pius XII:

With profound gratitude, the 
Israelite families, fraternally sheltered 
by the Institute of ‘Our Lady of Zion,’ 
turn their moved thoughts to Your 
Holiness, who deigned to show them 
a new proof of benevolence. And 
while they express their gratitude 
for the attentive response to the call 
for help not in vain directed to Your 
Christian charity, they wish above all 
to show their confidence and faith 
for the spiritual comfort received 
from the Apostolic Blessing paternally 
imparted to them.95

Liberation and the end of 
the war: 1944-1945

The Vatican’s efforts to provide food 
and clothing to people in occupied 
countries was frequently hindered 
by Allied or Axis efforts to avoid 
providing any benefit to the enemy.96 

acute and serious sorrows, and 
destined sometimes, even without 
fault of their own, to exterminating 
constraints.
The Pope warned the cardinals to be 

cautious about what they said: ‘Every 
word we address to the competent 
authority on this subject, and all our 
public utterances, have to be carefully 
weighed and measured by us in the 
interests of the victims themselves, lest, 
contrary to our intentions, we make 
their situation worse and harder to 
bear.’

On August 2, 1943, the World 
Jewish Congress (WJC) sent a message 
thanking Pius for his ‘concern for 
innocent peoples afflicted by the 
calamities of war’ and asking him 
to use his influence to help 20,000 
refugees in internment camps in 
Southern Italy. ‘Our terror-stricken 
brethren look to Your Holiness as 
the only hope for saving them from 
persecution and death.’90 The following 
month, a WJC representative reported 
that approximately 4,000 Jews and 
Yugoslav nationals who had been in 
internment camps were removed from 
immediate danger. The report went on 
to say:

I feel sure that the efforts of your 

On June 2, 1943, in an address 
to the cardinals that was broadcast 
on Vatican Radio and clandestinely 
distributed in printed form within 
Poland, the Pope expressed in clear 
terms his compassion and affection for 
the Polish people and predicted the 
rebirth of Poland.

No one familiar with the history of 
Christian Europe can ignore or forget 
the saints and heroes of Poland ... nor 
how the faithful people of that land 
have contributed throughout history 
to the development and conservation 
of Christian Europe. For this people 
so harshly tried, and others, who 
together have been forced to drink 
the bitter chalice of war today, may 
a new future dawn worthy of their 
legitimate aspirations in the depths 
of their sufferings, in a Europe based 
anew on Christian foundations.89

Pius XII assured his listeners that 
he regarded all people with equal good 
will. He then, however, provided a bit 
more insight.

Do not be surprised, Venerable 
Brothers and beloved sons, if our 
soul reacts with particular emotion 
and pressing concern to the prayers 
of those who turn to us with anxious 
pleading eyes, in travail because of 
their nationality or their race, before 
greater catastrophes and ever more 

cynicism and Prejudice

HITLER’S POPE: The Secret History of Pius XII, by British journalist 
John Cornwell, released by Viking Press created quite a splash in the 

popular press … As the title suggests, it presents a very cynical portrait 
of Pope Pius XII. Cornwell’s thesis is that Eugenio Pacelli was a single-
minded Vatican lawyer and diplomat who, from the earliest part of his 
career, set out to establish the absolute authority of Rome over Europe’s 
Catholic populations. According to Cornwell, Pacelli was vain, beady-
eyed, and an overwhelmingly ambitious careerist who dominated Vatican 
policy long before he was elected Pope. Cornwell concludes that Pius XII 
‘was the ideal Pope for Hitler’s unspeakable plan. He was Hitler’s pawn. 
He was Hitler’s Pope.’  Rather than a saint, Cornwell believes that Pius 
XII was a ‘deeply flawed human being from whom Catholics, and our 
relations with other religions, can best profit by expressing our sincere 
regret.’ To reach his conclusions, Cornwell disregards much recent 
scholarship and provides quirky interpretations of well-known facts. As 
one reviewer (himself a critic of Pius) explained: ‘Throughout the book 
Cornwell insists on interpreting every decision and action of Pacelli in a 
way most inimical to him. The author is so committed to demonstrating 
or proving everything prejudicial to Pacelli, that he weakens, almost to 
the point of destruction, his own basic argument.’ Those who read only 
Cornwell’s book (as did far too many reviewers in the popular press) 
may think that he has established his case. A fair evaluation of the facts, 
however, reveals that he has not. 
- Ronald J. Rychlak, Hitler, the War and the Pope, Genesis Press Inc. Columbas, 2000, p.281.
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and the Committee to Save Jews in 
Europe also sent thanks. They noted 
the ‘decided improvement obtained 
in Hungary’ and said that ‘the 
aforementioned committees recognize 
that everything is owed to the Holy 
Father.’104

cASE STUdY: SLoVAKIA

The Actes et Documents contain quite 
a bit of information about the Vatican’s 
concern for the Jews in Slovakia.’105 
Msgr. Tardini recorded in his notes 
of October 21 and 23, 1941, that if 
the pro-Nazi statements attributed to 
Slovakian priest-politician Jozef Tiso 
were actually made by him, the Holy 
Father wanted his name to be removed 

Pope after the liberation of Rome:
Word comes to us from our army 

chaplains in Italy telling of the aid 
and protection given to so many 
Italian Jews by the Vatican and 
by priests and institutions of the 
Church during the Nazi occupation 
of the land. We are deeply moved 
by these stirring stories of Christian 
love, the more so as we know full 
well to what dangers many of those 
exposed themselves who gave shelter 
and aid to the Jews hunted by the 
Gestapo. From the bottom of our 
heart we send to you, Holy Father 
of the Church, the assurance of our 
unforgetting gratitude for this noble 
expression of religious brotherhood 
and love.103

The American Jewish Committee 

In 1944, for instance, Pius asked for 
assistance from the Allies in feeding 
the Roman population, but the Allies 
took the position that this was the 
responsibility of the Germans.97

In February 1944, a representative 
of the World Jewish Congress 
expressed gratitude for ‘the repeated 
interventions of the Holy Father on 
behalf of Jewish communities in 
Europe. These acts of courage and 
consecrated statesmanship on the part 
of His Holiness will always remain 
a precious memory in the life of the 
Jewish people.’98

Even before France’s liberation 
in August 1944, Charles de Gaulle 
was named president of the new 
provisional government (after having 
served as commander-in-chief of the 
Free French forces). On May 29, he 
sent a handwritten note to Pope Pius 
XII that said:

The trial endured by France for 
many years now, the suffering of each 
of its children, have been lessened 
by the witness of your fatherly 
affection. We foresee an end to the 
conflict ... In accord with what you 
have taught us, we believe that the 
most underprivileged deserve our 
greatest care ... We are resolved to 
save [the French people], and we very 
much hope to do so while benefiting 
from the special kindness that Your 
Holiness indeed wishes to extend to 
France.99

In June, de Gaulle visited the 
Pope to discuss the future of Europe, 
France, Germany, and Italy. De Gaulle 
was treated as the head of the French 
government (resulting in a protest 
from the ambassador from Vichy).100

On June 2, 1944, the Pope spoke 
about his war-related efforts: ‘To one 
sole goal our thoughts are turned, 
night and day: how it may be possible 
to abolish such acute suffering, coming 
to the relief of all, without distinction 
of nationality or race.’101 Two days 
later, the Allies finally made their way 
to Rome. It was the first European 
capital to be liberated from the Nazis. 
Pius feared a significant battle. He 
said: ‘Whoever dares to raise his 
hand against Rome will be guilty of 
matricide in the eyes of the civilized 
world and in the eternal judgment of 
God.’ 102

The Committee on Army and Navy 
Religious Activities of the American 
Jewish Welfare Board wrote to the 

cornwell and ‘Hitler’s Pope’

BRIEF MENTION must be made of the claims that [John Cornwell] 
put forth regarding his faith and motivation as he worked on his book 

Having raised these issues to bolster his credibility, and having made 
these claims an important part of his work, he has invited such scrutiny. 
Cornwell claims that he decided to write on Pius after a conversation 
with some students ‘several years ago. ‘ He says that he wanted to 
write a new defense of Pius XII. He was convinced of Pius XII’s 
evident spirituality and thought that the full story would vindicate him. 
So, assuring Church officials that he was on the Pope’s side, Cornwell 
claims to have obtained permission to look at the Vatican’s archives, 
including previously ‘unseen material.’ Then, ‘for months on end I sat in 
a windowless dungeon beneath the Borgia Tower in Vatican City while a 
silent factotum brought me Pacelli’s files, which had been hidden from 
view for decades.’  By the middle of 1997, after studying the Vatican 
files, Cornwall claims to have found himself in a ‘state of moral shock.’ 
He was now convinced that Pius XII had a soaring ambition for power 
and control that had led the Catholic Church ‘into complicity with the 
darkest forces of the era.’ He concluded that Pacelli was ‘an ideal Pope 
for the Nazis’ Final Solution.’ Most reviewers took delight in calling 
Cornwell a good, practicing Catholic determined to defend his Church. 
Earlier accounts of Cornwell’s background, however, paint a very 
different picture. According to a 1989 report in the Washington Post, 
Cornwell ‘was once a seminarian at the English College in Rome and 
knows the Vatican terrain, [but] he has long since left the seminary and 
the Catholic faith, and thus writes with that astringent, cool, jaundiced 
view of the Vatican that only ex-Catholics familiar with Rome seem to 
have mastered.’  At that time he described himself as a ‘lapsed Catholic 
for more than 20 years.’  In The Hiding Places of God (1993) he wrote 
of his days in the seminary: ‘I took delight in attempting to undermine 
the beliefs of my fellow seminarians with what I regarded as clever 
arguments; I quarreled with the lecturers in class and flagrantly ignored 
the rules of the house.’ He declared that human beings are ‘morally, 
psychologically and materially better off without a belief in God.’ He 
also said that he had lost his ‘belief in the mystery of the real presence 
of Christ in the Eucharist.’ Reviews of that book called Cornwell an 
agnostic and former Catholic.

- Ronald J. Rychlak, Hitler, the War and the Pope, Genesis Press Inc.  
Columbas, 2000, pp.281-282.
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the leadership of the Vatican, have 
shown in the fate of our doomed 
brethren. The whole House of Israel 
will be ever mindful of the many 
and persistent efforts that have 
been made by Catholic authorities 
to rescue Jews threatened with 
barbarous murder.118

cASE STUdY: HUNGArY

Much about the Vatican’s efforts 
regarding Jews in Hungary can also 
be found in the Actes et Documents 
collection. Almost as soon as the Nazis 
moved into Hungary, organizations 
began asking the Vatican for 
help.119 Early in the occupation, the 
Vatican sent Nuncio Rotta a letter of 
encouragement in which the treatment 
of the Jews was called ‘unworthy of 
Hungary, the country of the Holy 
Virgin and of St. Stephen’ 120

On May 15, 1944, the papal nuncio 
wrote to the Hungarian Prime Minister 
and the Foreign Ministry, arguing:

and resolutions in conformity with 
his priestly dignity and conscience. 116

Early in the war, the Grand Rabbi 
of the British Empire wrote to Cardinal 
Maglione asking for assistance in 
protecting Slovakian Jews.117 In 1945, 
he wrote a letter of thanks:

All the deeper is our appreciation 
of the sympathy that His Holiness 
the Pope, and all those associated in 

from a list of prelates designated for 
special praise.106 The following year, 
Tardini wrote: ‘It is a great misfortune 
that the President of Slovakia is a 
priest. Everyone knows that the Holy 
See cannot bring Hitler to heel. But 
who will understand that we can’t even 
control a priest?’107

When anti-Semitic legislation 
was put in place, the Holy See sent 
Slovakia’s representative a written 
protest saying that these laws 
were ‘in open contrast to Catholic 
principles.’108 Under direct orders 
from Pius, the Slovak Minister to 
the Holy See was summoned and 
requested to take immediate action 
with his government.109 The Vatican 
also instructed the chargé d’affaires in 
Bratislava once again to contact Tiso 
and seek relief.’110 In April 1943, a 
message went out instructing the Holy 
See’s representative in Bulgaria to take 
steps in support of Jewish residents 
who were facing deportation.’111

On May 5, 1943, another message 
went out from the Vatican’s Secretary 
of State to the representative in 
Slovakia condemning ‘the forcible 
removal of persons belonging to the 
Jewish race ... The Holy See would 
fail in its Divine Mandate if it did not 
deplore these measures, which gravely 
damage man in his natural right, merely 
for the reason that these people belong 
to a certain race.’112 Shortly thereafter, 
the secretary of the Jewish Agency for 
Palestine met with Archbishop Roncalli, 
‘to thank the Holy See for the happy 
outcome of the steps taken on behalf of 
the Israelites in Slovakia.’113

On September 20, 1944, the Vatican 
again instructed its representative in 
Bratislava to intervene for the Jews.114 
Jewish communities around the world 
soon recognized that the Vatican was an 
advocate in favor of Jews in Slovakia.115

A telegram from October 1944 
drafted under the name of the acting 
Secretary of State bears corrections in 
Pius XII’s handwriting. It directed the 
chargé d’affaires to:

Go at once to President Tiso and, 
informing him of His Holiness’s 
deep sorrow on account of sufferings 
which very large numbers of persons 
– contrary to principles of humanity 
and justice – are  undergoing in that 
nation on account of their nationality 
or race, in the name of the August 
Pontiff bring him back to sentiments 

casting Aspersions

 CORNWELL CLAIMS that the Vatican assisted him with his research for 
Hitler’s Pope both because of his professed desire to defend Pius XII 

and because of his 1989 book, A Thief in the Night, which he says was 
favorable to the Holy See. It is true that Cornwell rejected rumors of a papal 
poisoning conspiracy in that book, but it was not friendly to the Vatican. 
One reviewer of A Thief in the Night, wrote:

Cornwell lets his private journalistic ambition sully his integrity as a 
writer of supposed “history.” This man has a clear agenda: vilify the Vatican 
in every possible way, cast aspersions on those who cannot defend 
themselves, and where possible make the Catholic Church generally and 
the Vatican “establishment” in particular look like a bunch of power-hungry 
egomaniacs and a den of thieves.20

George Weigel, Pope John Paul II’s biographer, wrote that A Thief in the 
Night provided a “skewed picture” of the Holy See.  Cornwell himself wrote: 
“The Vatican expected me to prove that John Paul I had not been poisoned 
by one of their own, but the evidence led me to a conclusion that seems 
to me more shameful even, and more tragic, than any of the conspiracy 
theories.”  … Perhaps more revealing about Cornwell’s intent as he began 
this important project is the brief mention of Pope Pius XII in A Thief in the 
Night. On page 50 Cornwell mentions the “alleged anti-Semitism” of Pius 
without offering any defensive comment. Then, on, page 162, he seemingly 
mocks Pius, saying that he was “totally remote from experience, and yet 
all-powerful-a Roman emperor.” He goes on to call Pius an “emaciated, 
large-eyed demigod.” In a 1995 article in London’s Sunday Times, Cornwell 
described Pius as a diplomat, a hypochondriac and a ditherer.  The next 
year, when he was supposedly working on his defense of Pius XII, Cornwell 
wrote in the New York Times of “Pius XII’s silence on Nazi atrocities” as 
an example of a failing by the Catholic Church. In light of this evidence, 
his claim to have had nothing but the highest regard for Pius XII when he 
began his research for Hitler’s Pope is “difficult to accept.” 

  - Ronald J. Rychlak, Hitler, the War and the Pope, Genesis Press Inc.  
Columbus, 2000, pp.282-283.

Ooops ! Yes, Nero burnt Rome in 64 AD not 64 BC 
[‘The Sacking of  Rome,’ Annals 8/2012 p.3]. 

We are confident that none of  our readers was misled by 
this slip of  the pen.
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The very fact of persecuting men 
merely on account of their racial 
origin is a violation of the natural 
law. If God has given them life, no 
one in the World has the right to 
take it from them or refuse them the 
means of preserving it, unless they 
have committed crimes. But to take 
anti-Semite measures, not taking 
into account at all the fact that many 
Jews have become Christians through 
reception of baptism, is a serious 
offense against the church and in 
contradiction with the character of 
the Christian state, such as Hungary is 
proud to profess itself, even today.121

  By mid-summer, despite the 
Church’s efforts, 437,000 Jews had been 
deported from Hungary. Then, on June 
25, Pius XII sent an open telegram to 
the Regent of Hungary, Admiral Horthy:

Supplications have been addressed 
to Us from different sources that We 

Too Late

THE TEST OF the Allied response came in the summer of 1944, 
when the British and American policymakers were asked to bomb 

Auschwitz. At the time of this request the American Government 
possessed a great deal of information about Auschwitz, including both 
its location and its function, together with the technical ability to bomb 
both the railway lines leading to the camp and the gas chambers in the 
camp itself. The British policymakers had, in addition, Churchill’s personal 
authority to examine a bombing scheme with a view to positive action. 
Yet even then, a few individuals scotched the Prime Minister’s directive 
because, as one of them expressed it at the time, to send British pilots to 
carry it out would have then risked ‘valuable’ lives. At that very moment 
however Allied lives were being risked, and risked willingly by volunteer 
crews, to drop supplies on Warsaw during the Polish uprising, and during 
these missions, these very same pilots had actually flown across the 
Auschwitz region on their way to Warsaw.

The American War Department likewise rejected all appeals to try to 
destroy the gas chambers at Auschwitz, although American bombers 
regularly overflew the camp throughout August and September 1944, had 
already photographed it from the air on a number of occasions, and had 
even dropped bombs on it by mistake. The War Refugee Board itself, set 
up in Washington in January 1944 specifically to examine methods of 
rescue, passed on several bombing requests to the War Department, but 
did not give them its official support for more than three months, by which 
time it was too late.

In part, the story of the negative Allied response to many of the Jewish 
appeals for help was one of lack of comprehension and imagination, in 
the face of the ‘unbelievable’. Many Jews likewise found the scale of the 
slaughter difficult to grasp. But one man who did understand the enormity 
of the crimes was Churchill, who wrote to Anthony Eden in July 1944: 
‘There is no doubt that this is probably the greatest and most horrible 
single crime ever committed in the whole history of the world’. In the 
making of Allied policy, however, Churchill was not always the final arbiter, 
and in many cases, not least among them the bombing of Auschwitz, 
other voices and other considerations prevailed.

- Martin Gilbert, Auschwitz and the Allies, Michael Joseph/Rainbird, London 1981, p.341.

should exert all Our influence to 
shorten and mitigate the sufferings 
that have for so long been peacefully 
endured on account of their national 
or racial origin by a great number 
of unfortunate people belonging 
to this noble and chivalrous nation. 
In accordance with our service of 
love, which embraces every human 
being, Our fatherly heart could not 
remain insensible to these urgent 
demands. For this reason We apply 
to your Serene Highness appealing 
to your noble feelings in the full 
trust that your Serene Highness will 
do everything in your power to save 
many unfortunate people from further 
pain and suffering.122

In addition to the telegram to 
Admiral Horthy, Pius sent an open 
telegram to Hungarian Cardinal Serédi, 
asking for support from the Hungarian 
bishops:

We would forfeit our moral 
leadership and fail in our duty if we 
did not demand that our countrymen 
should not be handled unjustly on 
account of their origin or religion. 
We, therefore, beseech the authorities 
that they, in full knowledge of their 
responsibility before God and 
History, will revoke these harmful 
measures.123

The telegram was read publicly in 
many churches before all copies were 
confiscated by the government. Nuncio 
Rotta informed Serédi of Pius XII’s 
desire ‘that the Hungarian episcopate 
should publicly take a stand ... on 
behalf of their compatriots who are 
unjustly hit by racist decrees.124

coNcLUSIoN

This paper reviews only a fraction of 
the evidence in the Actes et Documents 
collection, and it does not use 
documents from other archives that 
are available to scholars. Nevertheless, 
the documentation here shows a 
great deal about the character of 
Pope Pius XII and about his actions 
during the Holocaust. In fact, there 
is enough evidence available to make 
a very reasoned judgment about his 
leadership. Courts have decided cases 
beyond a reasonable doubt on less 
evidence. What document would one 
expect to find that could possibly 
overcome the evidence already 
produced?

Not all the archives have been 
opened from the papacy of Pope John 
Paul II, yet no one suggests that it is 
too early to reach a judgment about 
him. The difference between Pius 
XII and John Paul II is in the starting 
assumption. There is no lingering 
doubt about John Paul, but for some 
there is when it comes to Pius. The 
evidence already available, however, 
should be sufficient to overcome that 
doubt.

Ronald Rychlak is MDLA Professor of Law at 
the University of Mississippi School of Law. He 
is a graduate of Wabash College and Vanderbilt 
University School of Law. He has authored or 
co-authored seven books. He featured in all 
twelve episodes of EWTN’s series Pope Pius XII. 
This article is reprinted with permission from the 
Catholic Social Science Review, volume 17, 2012.

Footnotes are available on request. Within 
Australia send a stamped [60 cents] self-addressed 
business envelope to Chevalier Press, PO Box 13, 
Kensington NSW 2033. 
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‘Women who take Catholic teaching seriously … will not be told that Catholic  
teaching and the Church are their enemies.’

CAThoLIC WomEN SPEAK oUT
By Helen M. Alvare / Kathryn Jean Lopez

O M E N 
LOOKING for 
happiness  are 
sea rch ing  fo r 
ways to live that 
might genuinely 
d e s e r v e  t h e 

name loving,’ Helen M. Alvaré writes 
in Breaking Through: Catholic Women 
Speak for Themselves. ‘But we live in a 
world,’ she continues, ‘that has regularly 
adulterated the meaning of the word 
loving as taking care of number one; 
loving as sexual license; loving as 
doing what is emotionally satisfying; 
loving as never judging; 
and loving as avoiding 
suffering.’ 

The true love we seek, 
she suggests, ‘actually 
allows us to be the 
person God meant us to 
be, and . . . reflects the 
way we would want to 
be loved ourselves, the 
way God loves us.’ And 
the Catholic Church, 
including ‘families, 
scholars, holy women 
and men, priests and 
lay people,’ has been 
‘thinking about these 
questions for thousands 
of years,’ she offers. 
‘There is a wisdom, there 
is truth here.’ 

Breaking Through edited by Helen 
Alvaré, who is George Mason University 
law professor, includes works by other 
lawyers, medical doctors, a religious 
sister, and teachers. Alvaré talks with 
National Review Online’s Kathryn Jean 
Lopez about the book and the petition 
movement. 

KATHRYN JEAN LOPEZ: ‘Let 
Catholic women speak for themselves,’ 
you implore. Isn’t that what Caroline 
Kennedy, Kathleen Sebelius, and Sister 

Simone Campbell were doing at the 
Democratic convention in Charlotte?

HELEN ALVARÉ: Two points: We 
are responding to the claim made by 
Secretary Sebelius and others that the 
campaign against religious institutions’ 
being required to provide health 
insurance that violates their conscience 
is a campaign against women; she called 
it a ‘war.’ The Obama administration 
claims, in short, that the Catholic 
Church — the leader in the religious-
freedom fight here — is waging a war 
on women. That’s the context for 
Women Speak for Themselves: that 

women who take Catholic teaching 
seriously, as distinguished from the 
group of women you referred to, will 
not be told that Catholic teaching and 
the Church are their enemies.

LOPEZ: What does freedom mean 
in the life of a Catholic woman living in 
the United States in 2012?

ALVARÉ: What it has meant to 
Catholics for centuries: the freedom 
to grow in love, to enjoy the gifts we 
have been given as women, and to give 
to others from what we have received. 

This is such a vast concept. But in the 
current context, a few things need 
to be said. Freedom is emphatically 
not what the current administration 
is calling it and reducing it to: the 
freedom to steadfastly refuse or destroy 
a connection with another person, via 
contraception — which has increased 
the amount of ‘nonrelationship’ sex 
among women and men — and with a 
child, via abortion.

LOPEZ: Can a woman be free if she 
cannot manage her fertility?

ALVARÉ: Women have been and 
continue to be able to oversee their 

own fertility. The 
administration’s Health 
and Human Services 
mandate was a political 
move, not a health-care 
move.

LOPEZ: Doesn’t 
the Catholic Church 
have a real messaging 
issue on women and 
sex? The much-cited 
statistic that 98 percent 
of Catholic women 
use contraception is a 
shoddy one, but one 
doesn’t have to look 
around for too long 
to suspect Catholics 
aren’t exactly walking 
in lockstep with Church 

teaching on sexual morality.
ALVARÉ: You are correct. But 

we have the tools to do it right. It is 
tempting to look back at the last 40 
years and wish the Church had always 
effectively communicated its teaching. 
But between the Theology of the Body, 
the theology of marriage, and the 
legions of Catholic women and men 
who have come of age learning and 
experiencing the Church’s teaching on 
these issues, we are seeing a real hunger 
and willingness today to speak out.

CatholiC lifE

'
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‘Women who take Catholic 
teaching seriously will not be 

told that Catholic teaching and 
the church are their enemies’.

LOPEZ: Why are some so threatened 
by the proposals of the Catholic 
Church?

ALVARÉ: It is very difficult to 
pinpoint the origins of the mentality 
that freedom equals expressing myself 
sexually however I want and with 
whomever will consent. One could go 
as deep as the question of original sin, 
or to the historical development of the 
notion that freedom means freedom 
from God, from relationships, from 
suffering, from sacrifice. Each of these 
would yield wisdom regarding why 
Catholic teaching involving respect 
for objective human nature, discipline, 
purification . . . is so resisted. Legally 
speaking, I can trace the development 
of this idea from the birth-control and 
abortion Supreme Court cases, and the 
Lawrence opinion in which the Court 
held that liberty and privacy regarding 
sex are a matter of determining the 
shape of your own universe.

LOPEZ: In what way do ‘debates 
about women still operate largely 
according to . . . seriously flawed 
dynamics’? Is that situation improving 
at all?

ALVARÉ: More women who have 
lived during a time when women 
can choose almost any lifestyle are 
determining that the old-style-feminist 
sexual liberation and the new-style 
‘gender ideology’ did not prove true or 
liberating in their own lives. It is their 
experience and their reflections on it that 
will change the dynamics of the debate.

LOPEZ: The women in your book, 
you write, ‘avoid ‘triumphalism’ in favor 
of humility.’ What do you mean by that 
and why is it important?

ALVARÉ: Triumphalism implies 
almost a fan worship of one’s religion, 
a desire to be ‘on top’ as the world 
understands that. The reflections 
in Breaking Through are not about 
winning the ‘whose religion is best’ 
contest, but rather, they are stories 
of women who came to understand 
in humility how it was that their 
religion answered their own searches 
for truth, for freedom, and how the 
prevailing feminism did not. And as an 
outgrowth of their humble journeys, 
these women, through their reflections, 
seek to have a conversation within the 
Church about what Church teaching 
means in the context of their current 
lives, not just tell the world about how 
the Church’s teachings assisted their 
freedom.

LOPEZ: John Paul II talked about 
the ‘genius’ of the feminine. Why wasn’t 
that triumphalism?

ALVARÉ: Again, it’s not about 
winning, so much as it is about sharing, 
about telling human beings of either 
sex that they have particular, even 
outstanding gifts meant to be given, not 
gloated over.

LOPEZ: ‘Progress in personal 
goodness and real freedom doesn’t 
follow the same path as progress in 
technology, where each successive 
explorer can build upon what others 
accomplished before,’ you write, 
echoing Pope Benedict XVI. Isn’t that 
just an excuse to turn back the clock?

ALVARÉ: No, it’s a call to realism. 
In short: Just because the iPhone 5 
exists doesn’t mean we are a better, 
more virtuous people. That comes from 
decisions each person and each society 
makes from the time they are born to 
the time they die.

LOPEZ: How did your children 
make you?

ALVARÉ: By calling me out of my 
own selfishness to the way of life 
human beings are called to: the way of 
loving service.

LOPEZ: How did having sons make 
you appreciate men more?

ALVARÉ: Aside from the fact that 
I adore their wild senses of humor 
and admire their disdain for fussing 
over material things like clothes and 
furniture? It would have to be because 
one can observe firsthand the gifts they 
have that are different from female gifts 
. . . and one can see what they can bring 
to women and society and how they 
need women, too.

LOPEZ: How is ‘the flourishing of 
women and of society . . . closely tied 
to getting marriage and motherhood 
right’?

ALVARÉ: Because society and all 
people in it are made to love as closely 
as possible in the way God loves. 
Marriage — a reflection, we are told, of 
the relationship between God and his 
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failure while you’re doing things with 
your sexual organs makes babies. What 
an awful view of this most beautiful, 
creative reality! Yuck.

LOPEZ: Culturally speaking, is there 
something alarmingly unprecedented 
about our current resistance to the 
whole ‘finding-oneself-in-losing-oneself 
way of life’?

ALVARÉ: I think it is a hereditary 
human flaw. Every generation suffers 
from it. But with unparalled prosperity 
and technology for satisfying the self, 
and this new sexual ethic, we are 
suffering a particularly ugly form of it 
right now.

LOPEZ: What do you mean when 
you write: ‘decide to love; decide to 
give; try mightily to learn the truth; 
then leap,’ and is it relevant to a people 
facing a presidential election and 
challenging economic times?

ALVARÉ: There is some happiness in 
loving and committing to a relationship 
and being able to defend your positions 
no matter the economic times, no 
matter what is out of your control. 
Loving and gaining knowledge to do 
the right thing are things you can do, 
things no one can take away from you. 
Changing governments, making more 
or less money . . . all these things are 
important, obviously, but do not have to 
determine the shape of our lives. Life is 
still about forming loving relationships 
and giving good gifts.

LOPEZ: Why is the ‘pre-feminist’ 
history of Catholic women leaders in 
the U.S. an important one?

ALVARÉ: It simply points out 
women’s natural ability to excel, and 
to excel in service, before excelling 
as women was reduced to political or 
gender wars. It is a contribution women 
make; it does not constitute a war 
against men, or anything else hostile, 
when we do great things in the service 
of others.

LOPEZ: Who do you hope will read 
this book?

ALVARÉ: Most especially Catholic 
women who need to remember that 
Catholic teaching can assist their search 
for freedom and truth, and skeptics 
of Catholic teaching as it pertains to 
women.

HELEN ALVARÉ is George Mason University law 
professor. KATHRYN JEAN LOPEZ is editor-at-
large of National Review Online. Reprinted with 
permission.

makes babies’ when today we have so 
many technological ways to make that 
not so today?

ALVARÉ: This phrase is a counter 
to the modern mantra of government 
programs: ‘Unprotected sex makes 
babies.’ It’s intended to reassert the 
amazing fact that although God could 
have put procreation anywhere — 
anyway He wanted — He put it into 
sexual intercourse. Into a loving, 
intimate, private, person-changing, 
body-uniting act. This must mean 
something, and we need to think about 
this. The government mantra, on the 
other hand, breaks this chain of thought 
and says instead that a technological 

people — and motherhood are about 
learning to love particular people, 
including very dependent people, in 
your house, in your face, day to day, 
relentlessly. Some are called to love this 
way outside of marriage and family, but 
it’s not all that common. Marriage and 
parenting are particular, intense, and not 
easily duplicated ways of learning this.

LOPEZ: What does it mean 
to ‘acknowledge the longing for 
communion, but talk straight’?

ALVARÉ: There is no real 
relationship between people, no real 
love, unless there is truth. Love and 
truth have to go hand in hand.

LOPEZ: Can you assert that ‘sex 

First and  
Second Thoughts

IT STANDS to reason that these Volumes must contain various 
statements, which I am sorry to have made, and which I reproduce 

at the present time not without pain. Gladly would I obliterate them, 
but that cannot be; and I have only the alternative of publishing them 
afresh with what I consider a refutation, or leaving them unanswered 
to the chance of publication by others at some future time. I have 
chosen to republish them myself, and perhaps it would be some 
want of faith in the Truth, or some over-appreciation of my own 
controversial powers, if I had any dread lest my present explanations 
in behalf of the Catholic Religion could be inferior in cogency to the 
charges which I once brought against it.

I repeat here what I wrote in the Advertisement of the recent edition 
of my Essays:

“The author cannot destroy what he has once put into print: ‘Litera 
scripta manet.’ He might suppress it for a time; but, sooner or later, his 
power over it will cease. And then, if, either in its matter or its drift, it is 
adapted to benefit the cause which it was intended to support at the 
time when it was given to the world, it will be republished, in spite of 
his later disavowal of it.

“In order to anticipate the chance of its being thus used after his 
death, the only way open to him is, while living, without altering the 
original text, to accompany it with additions calculated to explain why 
it has ceased to approve itself to his own judgment. If he does as 
much as this, he may reasonably hope, that either no reprint of it 
will be made hereafter, or that the reprint of his first thoughts will in 
fairness be allowed to carry with it a reprint of his second. And he 
is sanguine that he has been able to reduce what is uncatholic in  
these volumes, whether in argument or statement, to the position 
of those ‘Difficultates’ which figure in dogmatic treatises of 
theology, and which are elaborately drawn out, and set forth to best  
advantage, in order that they may be the more carefully and 
satisfactorily answered.”

- John Henry Cardinal Newman, THE ORATORY, May 26, 1877. This first appeared in a 
reprint of lectures on ‘The Prophetical Office of the Church,’ Via Media, Vol. I.
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ThE SEVEN  
GREAT ‘o’ ANTIPhoNS

CHRISTMAS was a feast much beloved of 
our Catholic forebears. It heralds salvation 
for mankind, and gives meaning finally to 
tenderness as well as suffering. Among many 

pre-reformation Catholic writers, Wulfstan the 
anglo-saxon Benedictine monk who was Archbishop 
of York and died in 1023 A.D. expresses the wonder 
of Christmas, and the Incarnation: ‘Christ made 
himself wonderfully humble ... when he was a child 
they fed him just as other children are fed. He lay 
wrapped, in a cradle, just as other children do, and 
they carried him until he could walk . . .’. The Great 
‘O’s are offered to Annals readers in the hope that 
their sentiments and music will bring Christmas 
truly into our hearts this 2002nd anniversary 
of Christ’s birth. Wulfstan sang them, as did St. 
Thomas a Beckett and St. Thomas More. They are 
part of our heritage as Catholics.

What they are
For the seven days before the vigil of Christmas 

[December 17 to 23] all priests say [and monks and 
nuns sing] special antiphons before and after the 
Magnificat during the evening office of vespers. Each 
antiphon begins with ‘0’, and contains prayers and 
sentiments drawn from the Old and New Testaments 
referring to the hope for the coming of the Messiah.

Their origin
Originally of course they were in Latin, and four 

of the prayers [0 Sapientia - 0 Wisdom; 0 Radix 
Jesse - O Root of Jesse; 0 Emmanuel, and 0 Clavis 
David - 0 David’s Key] are found prefigured in a 
work by Pope Damasus [366-384 A.D.]. We find St. 
Ambrose of Milan [339-397 A.D.] also referring to 
Jesus as David’s Key in his Concerning the Institution 
of Virginity. The same phrase was used in the ancient 
Roman Pontifical or Mass Book, during the Mass 
for the consecration of a King. The Antiphons were 
always seven in number, and are first found in their 
present form in the 8th century A.D. although some 
scholars attribute them to the 7th century. 

Artwork: the late incomparable Hal English, RIP.  
Transcription of Gregorian Chant: John Colborne-Veel  
Text and English translation of Antiphons: Paul Stenhouse

December 17 
O Wisdom

December 18 
O Adonai
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How they were sung
The music, despite the modern notation, is the 

ancient Church chant called ‘Gregorian’ after Pope 
St Gregory the Great [590-604 A.D.]. During the 
singing of Vespers in the evening Office of the seven 
days preceding the Vigil Mass of Christmas, the 
singing of the Great ‘O’s, as they were called, was 
reserved to various dignitaries in Monasteries and 
Cathedral Chapters. Thus, the first [0 Sapientia - 0 
Wisdom] would be sung by the Abbot or Bishop, the 
second [0 Adonai - 0 Lord] by the Prior; the third [ 
0 Radix Jesse - 0 Root of Jesse] by the Doorkeeper, 
the fifth by the Cellarer and so on until the last 
evening. The monastery church or cathedral would 
have been packed for the Vespers and the Singing of 
the Great ‘O’s. The atmosphere of expectancy proper 
to Advent was heightened by the singing and colour 
that accompanied the traditional Latin Vespers, and 
is still to be found in monasteries where the Divine 
Office is sung.

At the conclusion*
Each of the Antiphons concludes thus: ‘You who 

live and reign with God the Father in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, forever and ever. Amen.’ This is sung 
in a monotone using the note F for all the syllables 
until the words ‘ forever and ever’ for which the 
notes have been provided below. In the music, at 
the end of each ‘0’ antiphon, the final note with, an 
asterisk, is F. In singing the chant, it is important for 
the music to flow with the words and for that reason 
there are no bar lines.

Christmas banned!
Christmas was not a holiday in Communist 

countries, and Christmas is not celebrated in 
Muslim countries. The fairly general observance 
of this Catholic Feast in the West is all the more 
remarkable when we recall that in Britain in the 
1600s it was banned! It was declared a fast day by 
Act of Parliament to stop the people from celebrating 
it; even eating plum puddings was forbidden! After 
the Restoration ‘Yuletide’ was called ‘Foolstide’ and 
in the early days of the United States the Feast was 
forbidden by law. Modern paganism seems intent, 
today, on reducing the Religious Feast to a time of 
merrymaking and holidays, without much reference 
to the birthday of Jesus Christ.

December 19 
O Root of Jesse

December 20 
O David’s Key

Secret message of the Great ‘O’s
The singing of the 0 Antiphons was eagerly 

awaited each Christmas from early mediaeval times 
right up to the present century, when the liturgy was 
still exclusively in Latin. When the final antiphon 
has been sung on the Christmas Vigil, the initials of 
each prayer, in inverse order, form an acrostic. Thus 
(reading backwards): 0 Emmanuel, 0 Rex Gentium, 
0 Oriens, 0 Clavis David, 0 Radix Jesse, 0 Adonai,  
0 Sapientia form the words, in Latin, ERO CRAS - “I 
shall come tomorrow”. This acrostic was interpreted 
by the faithful down through the Middle Ages as 
our Lord’s response to the prayers that were offered 
during the preceding seven days.
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December 21 
O Morning Star

December 22 
O King of Nations

December 23 
O Emmanuel

The Nativity  
Of Christ

BEHOLD the father is 
 his daughter’s son,
The bird that built the nest 
 is hatched therein, 

The old of years 
 an hour hath not outrun, 
Eternal life
 to live doth now begin,
The Word is dumb, 
 the mirth of heaven doth weep, 
Might feeble is, 
 and force doth faintly creep.
O dying souls, 
 behold your living spring;
O dazzled eyes, 
 behold your sun of grace;
Dull ears, attend what word 
 this Word doth bring; 
Up heavy hearts, 
 with joy your joy embrace.
From death, from dark, 
 from deafness, from despairs, 
This life, this light, 
 this Word, this joy repairs.
Gift better than himself 
 God doth not know;
Gift better than his God 
 no man can see. 
This gift doth here 
 the giver given bestow; 
Gift to this gift 
 let each receiver be. 
God is my gift, 
 himself he freely gave me;
God’s gift am I, 
 and none but God shall have me.
Man altered was by sin 
 from man to beast;
Beast’s food is hay, 
 hay is all mortal flesh. 
Now God is flesh 
 and lies in manger pressed 
As hay, 
 the brutest sinner to refresh. 
O happy field 
 wherein this fodder grew, 
Whose taste doth us 
 from beasts to men renew.
– Saint Robert Southwell (1561-1595). A native of 
Norfolk, Robert was educated by the Jesuits at Douai 
and Paris and entered the Jesuits in 1580. After working 
as a priest in England for 8 years, he was betrayed by 
Anne Bellamy, daughter of Richard Bellamy of Harrow. 
He was hanged, drawn and quartered as a traitor in 
1595. He was canonized in 1929.



AnnAls AustrAlAsiA  34  november/december 2008

Follow the Magi –> 

ANNALS Australasia offers the Great ‘O’s in an English form, and with 
musical notation more easily sung by modern-day Catholics, in the 
hope that families or parish groups or school choirs may be able to join 

in the choral Preparation for Christmas in the traditional Catholic manner: A 
suggested format for the preparation, drawn from the Roman Breviary, is as 
follows:

Family/Parish/Group 
Preparation For Christmas

All: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Leader: 0 God, come to our aid.

All: 0 Lord, make haste to help us. 
Glory by to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be. Amen.

Reading: (From St Paul’s letter to Philemon) Rejoice in the Lord always; 
again I will say, rejoice. let all men know your forebearance. The Lord is at 
hand.

Leader: Let your face shine on us and we shall be safe. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.

All: Come to us and save us, Lord God Almighty. 

Antiphon (depending on the day) 

Magnificat: recited by all.

Intercessions:
Leader: The Son of God is coming with great power;  
All mankind shall see his face and be reborn. 

Response: Come Lord Jesus, do not delay!

All: You will bring us wisdom, fresh understanding and new Vision. 

Response: Come Lord Jesus, do not delay!

All: You will bring us good news and power which will transform our lives. 

Response: Come Lord Jesus, do not delay!

All: You will bring us Truth, showing us the way to your Father. 

Response: Come Lord Jesus, do not delay!

All: Born of a woman, you will open in our flesh the way to eternal life and joy. 

Response: Come Lord Jesus, do not delay!

All: Our Father, etc.

Prayer: Father, by your will your Son took upon himself that human 
nature which you fashioned and redeemed. Grant that the Word who took 
flesh in the womb of the ever-Virgin Mary and became a man like us, may 
share with us his Godhead. We make our prayer through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Amen.

Magnificat
Song of Blessed Mary 

the Virgin

MY soul proclaims
the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God

my Saviour;
for he has looked with favour
on his lowly servant,
and from this day on
all generations will call me 
blessed.

The Almighty as done
great things for me;
holy is his Name.
He has mercy on those
who fear  him
in every generation.

He has shown
the strength of his arm,
he has scattered the proud
in their conceit.
He has cast down the mighty
from their thrones,
and has lifted up the lowly.
He has filled the hungry
with good things,
and has sent
the rich away empty.

He has come to the aid
of his servant Israel
for he has remembered
his promise of mercy,
the promise he made
to our fathers,
to Abraham and his children
for ever.
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The entire top echelon of the military has been replaced by Brotherhood members or 
warm sympathizers. The media have also been taken over and Brotherhood-friendly 

editors installed at around 50 newspapers.

moRSI’S EGyPT AND ThE CoPTS
By Peter Day

H E  P I T H I E S T 
SUMMARY of recent 
poli t ical  events in 
Egypt comes from 
an American scholar, 
Nathan Brown,  as 
quoted in the New 

York Times: ‘I, Morsi, am all powerful. 
And in my first act of being powerful, I 
declare myself more powerful still. But 
don’t worry – it’s just for a little while.’

Morsi, of course, is the Muslim 
Brotherhood’s Mohamed Morsi, 
President of Egypt. The key sentences 
of the decree read by his spokesman on 
Cairo television on November 22 were 
themselves quite pithy: ‘The president 
can issue any decision or measure to 
protect the revolution,’ he announced. 
‘The constitutional declarations, 
decisions and laws issued by the 
president are final and not subject to 
appeal.’ So there.

Having completed the takeover 
since August of both the army and 
the media by the Brotherhood and its 
allies, Morsi has now entered the final 
stage of the Islamist seizure of power 
over what remains of the country’s key 
institutional power bases: principally, the 
judiciary, which is rendered by Morsi’s 
declaration instantly irrelevant. As his 
decree was being read on television, an 
Islamist mob outside the High Court 
was demanding: ‘Cleanse the judiciary!’; 
‘The people support the president’s 
decisions!’; and so forth.

The key to this affair lies in the 
politics surrounding the desire of 
the Brotherhood and its Islamist 
parliamentary allies to turn Egypt into 
a fully-fledged sharia-state. Just a few 
days prior to Morsi’s self-elevation 
over the judiciary, the non-Islamists 
in the parliament – about a quarter of 
the MPs, including seven Christian 

Copts – walked out of the assembly as 
it rushed to complete the drafting of a 
Constitution with sharia as the source of 
all laws in Egypt. 

The haste to draft the document was 
to pre-empt an expected move by the 
judiciary to dissolve the parliament on 
the basis of a previous finding that the 
manner of its election was technically 
illegal. Morsi has now given the 
Islamist-dominated assembly another 
two months to complete its work, after 
which its draft constitution is expected 
to be put to some kind of referendum. 

It is just possible that Morsi has 
this time over-reached. Other mobs 
of protestors chanting ‘Down with the 
Guide’s rule’ have marched through 
Egyptian cities. (This chant is a 
reference to the Muslim Brotherhood’s 
‘Supreme Guide’, Mohammed Badie, 
who is widely thought to be the 
eminence grise behind Morsi. ) Two 
well-known candidates who lost out in 
the presidential elections, Amr Moussa 
and Hamdeen Sabahi, are now working 
together to ‘force’ Morsi to back down 
from his latest power grab. 

Cairo human rights lawyer Gamal 
Eid says: ‘Morsi has committed a fatal 

mistake by decreeing his decisions 
cannot be appealed. The move will 
trigger more anti-government protests 
and will increase public frustration. The 
people don’t need another dictator.’ 

But ever since the fall of Mubarak 
in February 2011, the predictive 
ability shown by Egyptian human 
rights lawyers, and indeed liberal 
activists in general, has been 
decidedly unimpressive. Morsi, on 
other hand, who was by no means the 
Brotherhood’s first choice to run for the 
presidency, and who reportedly suffers 
from epilepsy, has demonstrated that 
the common tendency to under-estimate 
him is not well-founded. The old Army 
brass were confident that they had his 
measure. In August they suddenly found 
themselves forcibly retired. Somewhere 
between 60 and 80 officers – the entire 
top echelon of the military – have been 
replaced by Brotherhood members or 
warm sympathisers. The media have 
also been taken over and Brotherhood-
friendly editors installed at around 50 
newspapers. 

Morsi’s entrenchment of Islamist 
power is especially bad news for the 
Christian Copts. The gloomy outlook 
for the Copts takes the form of two 
different scenarios. One comes from 
the respected American historian and 
political commentator, Walter Russel 
Mead. In the immediate aftermath of 
the September anti-American riots 
across the region (in which some of the 
rioters used the excuse of an amateur 
anti-Muslim video made by an obscure 
individual of Coptic background living 
in California), Mead wrote as follows:

‘The biggest bomb in the region 
right now, and let us hope and pray 
that it doesn’t go off, involves the 
relations between Coptic Christians 
and Islamic radicals (and the mobs 
they can command) in Egypt…

arab spring CoptiC wintEr
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Economics not the Key

THE ESSENCE of Christian sociology is its political relativity. A Christian 
State is not marked by any particular political institutions, it is a State 

that recognizes Christian ends, and consequently recognizes its own 
limitations. And it is the same with Christian economics. The characteristic 
Christian view of economics, that we find in the Gospels and in the lives and 
teachings of the saints, is that economics are of very little importance. Live 
from hand to mouth, don’t bother about the future, leave these things to the 
Gentiles, who have nothing better to do. These are the strange paradoxical 
teachings of Jesus, which were strange enough in the days when they 
were spoken, but are doubly strange to us who live in a society and an 
age entirely dominated by Gentile standards. To-day the world outside – 
the  Gentile world – is  so convinced that economics are the only thing in 
the world that matter that it is difficult for Christians not to be affected by 
this prevalent mentality; so to-day we often find Christians, both Protestant 
and Catholic, who believe the evangelical maxims are inapplicable to our 
present circumstances and that we must first transform our economic system 
before we can begin to live a Christian life. But this view seems to me to 
rest on a serious misunderstanding of Christian ethics and a fundamental 
misinterpretation of history. 
- Christopher Dawson, Religion and the Modern State, Sheed and Ward, London, 1935, pp.145-146.

‘Episodes of mass violence 
and killing of religious minorities 
throughout the former territories 
of the Ottoman Empire — from the 
Danube to the Euphrates and the Nile 
— have been all too common in the 
last 150 years… 

‘If anybody wants to think about 
worst case scenarios in Egypt, this 
is the one to look at. Armenians, 
Chaldean Christians, most recently 
the Christians in Iraq: it has happened 
before and though one very much 
wants to discount the possibility, 
things like this could well happen 
again.’
The other main scenario is that 

represented by a Coptic commentator 
who writes a widely-read blog under the 
pseudonym salamamoussa. According to 
his forecast, ‘there will be no spectacles 
of oppression that draw the attention 
of the fickle Western media. A slow 
strangulation will set in, and every 
complaint will be balanced with a more 
favorable view of what the Islamists are 
doing. The cultural changes seen since 
the late 1970’s in Egypt will simply 
accelerate and have state legitimacy.’

At present, it is this latter scenario 
which is in operation. For the 
Brotherhood, the Western media is the 
proverbial frog in the pot: it is being 
brought to the boil just fast enough, 
and no faster, to ensure that it doesn’t 
jump out. To put it another way: while 
the Western media is still occasionally 
shocked by especially egregious Islamist 
horrors, history shows that it soon learns 
to adjust. 

One recent case that grabbed some 
headlines was that of the Eyptian Salafist 
who advocated in a television interview 
that the Sphinx and the Pyramids be 
destroyed, as the Taliban destroyed some 
ancient statues of Buddha. But the steady 
stream of violent anti-Coptic incidents 
are at a level that rarely exceeds the 
Western media bar for newsworthiness. 
This has been the case for years – 
decades in fact – and remains the case 
even as the harassment and persecution 
of Coptic communities and individuals 
is being steadily ratcheted up, along with 
increasingly ominous threats. 

Raymond Stock, translator and friend 
of the great Egyptian novelist Naguib 
Mahfouz (and resident of Egypt for 20 
years before his recent forced ejection 
from the country), observes that 
President Mursi has said he will protect 
the Christians, but ‘no one believes him: 

his own allies are behind these crimes. 
Very dark days seem likely ahead.’ 

Filling many with the deepest 
foreboding is the prospect of the 
eventual return home of Egyptian 
jihadis now engaged in the Syrian war 
zone, where attacks on Christians are 
endemic. Already in the Sinai, Coptic 
familes have been forced to flee for 
their lives from the jihadis who have 
poured into the peninsula not only from 
elsewhere in Egypt, but from as far 
afield as Libya and even Pakistan. 

Wild rumours continue to circulate of 
nefarious anti-Egyptian plots allegedly 
being hatched by Coptic émigrés. In 
August, one newspaper published 
fabricated documents purporting to 
expose such a Coptic conspiracy. These 
included a bogus map showing the 
country split into five regions, one of 
which was Coptic state with its capital 
in Alexandria (Source: al-Yawm al-Sabi’, 
August 29, p. 4). 

For all Copts, daily life in Egypt is 
perilous. Popular Muslim preachers 
instruct that it is un-Islamic to make 
friends with Christians. Coptic girls 
have their hair cut by scissor-wilding 
strangers on the streets who object to 
their not wearing Muslim head-covering. 
Plots of land that are bought for church 
buildings are immediately taken over 
in sit-ins by Muslims who claim them 
for mosques. (This happened so many 
times to one Coptic community that 

the church it eventually built is known 
as ‘the 14-mosque church’.) Coptic 
villagers who visit a neighbouring 
village to attend Mass are hospitalized 
with broken limbs after being attacked 
by a baton-wielding Salafist mob. 
Perpetrators of such crimes against 
Copts act with impunity. No-one is 
brought to justice. 

Such incidents could be multiplied 
a hundred times over. But the overall 
situation of the Copts could be worse 
– and in the planned share-state, it will 
be, if only because the inferior legal 
and judicial standing of Copts will be 
formalised and discrimination against 
them legitimised – indeed, mandated – 
in law. The street-level consequences for 
Copts will be terrible.

One well-known television presenter 
in Cairo, Amr Adeeb, has dared to say 
on air that Muslim leaders should stop 
lying and be transparent about their 
attitudes towards the Copts. They 
should tell the Copts that their real view 
is that ‘they are no longer welcome in 
their home land, so they can get ready 
to leave Egypt’. (The paraphrase comes 
from a Coptic comentator, Michael 
Armanious.) Adeeb is a brave man.

PETER DAY is a regular contributor to The 
Spectator magazine and a former New York and 
Washington correspondent for The Australian 
newspaper. His articles have also appeared in 
numerous other major publications, including 
Quadrant in Australia and the National Interest and 
Weekly Standard in the United States. 
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The penitent does not go to confession to share his shame, guilt or crimes with a  priest. 
The penitent goes to ask forgiveness before Christ’s earthly representative and seeks  

absolution with a pledge to sin no more.

ThE SEAL oF ThE CoNFESSIoNAL
By Rocco Mimmo

H E announcement 
by Julia Gillard that 
we are to have a royal 
c o m m i s s i o n  i n t o 
child sex abuse is 
universally welcomed. 
However,  in some 

quarters of the media it has unleashed 
a hysteria of salivating opportunism for 
vengeful attacks on religion, in particular 
on the Catholic Church.

How unfortunate, as it moves the 
focus from the primary aim of healing 
the victims and bringing to trial those 
accused of abuse.

It is a fair bet that whatever 
acknowledgement is made and apologies 
offered to victims of clergy abuse this 
will never satisfy the anti-religious group 
as they zero in on the confessional.

The important point in all of this 
is to keep in mind what was said 
by Broken Rites, the organisation 
campaigning for the victims of the 
clergy’s sex abuse: “. . . confession was 
a non-issue. The real issue is when 
victims or their families complain about 
abuse, the church authorities fail to 
arrange an interview between the victim 
and police.”

Wednesday’s editorial in this 
newspaper put it nicely: “ . . . those 
conducting the commission and those 
reporting on it will need to guard 
against turning this into an inverted 
Spanish Inquisition -- a chance to 
desecrate the Catholic Church.”

Part of this campaign against the 
Catholic Church is the loud bellowing 
that the confessional seal be unsealed 
and that priests be forced to divulge the 
contents of a confession should a serious 
crime be confessed.

The assertion is clear -- that offending 
priests or other clergy may have 
confessed their crime and are protected 

by the priest hearing the confession.
This assertion seems to be a 

smokescreen to damage the whole 
church, but it brings us no closer to 
closing down the act of sexual abuse of 
children.

The confessional seal is deeply 
entrenched in the doctrinal teaching of 
the Catholic Church. It was first imposed 
in some form in the 5th Century by Pope 
Leo I.

The confessional seal was specifically 
adopted in 1215 by Pope Innocent III at 
the Fourth Lateran Council and imposed 
an obligation on every priest authorised 
to hear confessions. 

This obligation is written into the 
Code of Canon Law which governs 
aspects of clergy life. Canon 983 states: 
“The Sacramental Seal is inviolable. 
Accordingly, it is absolutely wrong for 
a confessor in any way to betray the 
penitent, for any reason whatsoever, 
whether by word or in any other 
fashion”.

The principle of the protection 
of confidential conversation is not 
restricted to the confessional seal. The 
privilege of confidentiality between 
client and lawyer communication is 

jealously guarded and protected by law. 
The principle is not without good and 

sound reason in order to ensure a fair 
trial and to permit the best defence for 
the accused. 

Journalists strenuously defend their 
right to protect sources of information 
even in the face of legal sanctions.

A person (priest or otherwise) goes 
to confession to cleanse their soul of 
sin before the earthly representative of 
Christ.

The authority for the assumption of 
such earthly powers can be found in St 
Johns Gospel 20:23.

The penitent does not go to 
confession to share his shame, guilt 
or crimes with another priest. The 
penitent goes to ask forgiveness before 
Christ’s earthly representative and seeks 
absolution with a pledge to sin no more.

The cleansing of the soul is neither a 
licence nor an invitation to repeat sins 
of the past. The penitent is assured of 
the confidentiality of the confessional 
and the priest hearing the confession is 
bound to that confidentiality.

As early as the 14th Century, the 
Czech Priest (St) John Mepomuk was 
put to death for refusing to divulge the 

CatholiC lifE

The Human Brain

FOR ALL their progress, computers are still pretty unimpressive. Sure, 
they can pilot aircraft and simulate nuclear reactors. But even our best 

machines struggle with tasks that we humans find easy, like controlling limbs 
and parsing the meaning of this paragraph. It’s a little sobering, actually. The 
average human brain packs a hundred billion or so neurons – connected 
by a quadrillion (1015) constantly changing synapses – into a space the size 
of a cantaloupe. It consumes a paltry 20 watts, much less than a typical 
incandescent lightbulb. But simulating this mess of wetware with traditional 
digital circuits would require a supercomputer that’s a good 1000 times as 
powerful as the best ones we have available today. And we’d need the output 
of an entire nuclear power plant to run it.

- Steve Furber, ‘To build a Brain,’ IEEE Spectrum, August 2012
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secrets of the confessional revealed by 
the Queen.

The Irish government announced last 
year that it would change the law to force 
priests to report details of sexual abuse 
revealed in the confessional box upon 
pain of imprisonment should they refuse.

The Vatican spokesman, Archbishop 
Girotti, is reported as saying: “. . . under 
no circumstances whatever may a priest 
reveal what he learns in confession, 
even if a penitent confesses to criminal 
activity.”

Irish Bishops and priests pledged 
they would not follow the law and 
would risk imprisonment.

The confessional seal is not to be 
taken lightly. It should be given no 
less significance than the duty of strict 
confidentiality in the client-lawyer 
relationship and the journalist-informant 
relationship.

To do so would be a disservice 
to democratic principles. Perhaps it 
is not generally known that statute 
laws protect the confidentiality of 
professional communications including 
the confessional.

The Uniform Evidence Act 
provides protection for confidential 
communications in the federal area, 
in NSW and other states. In other 
words, not only is the confessional seal 
inviolable, but it also has the protection 
of the law.

It needs to be said that preservation 
of the confessional seal is the public 
expression of a religious belief. The 
right to this expression also enjoys the 
protection of international human rights 
law.

The call to alter the law to compel 
priests to report serious crime when 
revealed in the confessional is illogical.

Firstly, it would require priests 
to determine subjectively what a 
serious crime is and secondly it would 
simultaneously deter penitents going to 
confession.

Surely it is not suggested that religion 
is the problem.

It is important that the process of law 
and the royal commission be allowed 
to do their work without the hysteria of 
anti-religious and anti-Catholic Church 
campaigners grabbing headlines.

ROCCO MIMMO is founder and chairman of the 
Ambrose Centre for Religious Liberty. This article 
first appeared in The Australian, November 16. 
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SoLITUDE IS NoT  
ABSENCE BUT PRESENCE

MADELEINE DELBREL: A Life Beyond 
Boundaries, by Charles Mann (New World 
Press, PO Box 640432, San Francisco, 

CA 94164-0432), introduces a fascinating woman 
I can best sum up as a French Dorothy Day. This 
colorful little woman (4 feet 10 inches) moved 
from atheism to Catholicism only to find her 
home among the Communists of Paris, where she 
gathered other professional women around her to 
live an authentic Christian community life.

She engaged a mighty pen and a forceful 
personality, as well as a certain diplomatic grace 
and unbounded energy, in all the major social, 
political and religious movements that marked 
France before, during and after World War Il. She 
was a true humanitarian who loved God intensely 
and found God in all the ordinary things in life. 
Happily, Rome is now studying her cause for 
canonization.

Delbrel is hardly known in the English-speaking 
world (Mann’s is the first biography of her to 
appear) because none of her writings has yet 
been translated. But here are some reflections of 
hers, not yet available in English, which I came 
upon by chance:

“There are some people God calls and sets apart 
in convents and monasteries. There are others 
God calls and leaves in society, the ones God 
does not ‘withdraw from the world.’

“These are the people who have an ordinary job, 
an ordinary marriage or an ordinary celibacy. 
The people who have ordinary sicknesses 
and ordinary sorrows. The people who live in 
ordinary houses and wear ordinary clothes. These 
are the people of ordinary life. The people we 
meet on any ordinary street. ...

“We believed that we lack nothing necessary here 
in the streets; if we did need something more, 
God would have already given it to us. ...

“We, the ordinary people of the streets, have 
the distinct impression that solitude is not the 
absence of the world, but the presence of God.

“Our solitude is the encounter with God 
everywhere. For us, being alone in a crowd is 
participating in the solitude of God.

“God is so great that there is no place for 
anything else; everything is within God.

“For us, the whole world is the meeting place 
with the One whom we cannot avoid. We 
encounter God’s living plan right there on 
the busy street corners. We encounter God’s 
splendour in the laws of nature and science. 
We encounter God’s imprint on the earth. We 
encounter Christ in all these `little ones’ who are 
his own, the ones who suffer in their bodies, the 
ones who are bored, the ones who are troubled, 
the ones who are in need of something. We 
encounter Christ rejected in countless acts of 
selfishness.

“How could we possibly have the heart to mock 
these people or to hate them, this multitude of 
sinners of whom we are a part?

“Godly solitude is the love of people, it is Christ 
serving Christ, Christ in the one who is serving 
and Christ in the one being served. How could 
such activity be for us a distraction from God or 
mere busyness and noise?

“We, the ordinary people of the streets, are certain 
we can love God as much as he might want to be 
loved by us.

“We do not think love will be something 
extraordinary, but something all-consuming. 

“We know that all our work consists of being at 
peace, one with God, while not avoiding the very 
things that need to be done. Basically it is letting 
God act through us. ...

“It matters little what we have to do, pushing a 
broom or a pen, speaking or listening, sewing 
a dress or teaching a class, taking care of a sick 
person or tapping away at a computer.

“All this is the meeting place of God, minute 
by minute, the very place where God’s love is 
revealed.”

-  From a review by M. Basil Pennington, in the National Catholic Reporter, December 27, 1996.
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‘I don’t know if God exists or not but I am trying as hard as I can to find out.’

A TERRoRIST Who SAID ‘SoRRy’
By Paul Glynn

N DECEMBER 7, 
1980 I received a 
telephone call from 
the Israeli Ministry 
of Justice. A woman 
who did not identify 
herself or encourage 

questions told me I could visit the 
Japanese terrorist Kozo Okamoto from 
12.30 p.m. to 1 p.m. the following day.

You may remember the terrorist 
attack on Tel Aviv Airport in 1972, on 
May 30 to be precise. Three young 
members of Japan’s Sekigun ( Red Army 
) had succeeded in boarding a plane 
in Europe with automatic guns and 
hand grenades secreted in their hand 
luggage. They deplaned at Tel Aviv, 
entered the terminal and opened fire 
indiscriminately on the milling crowd of 
people, sowing steel seeds of death. 26 
people died and 72 were wounded. 

One of the killers died when another 
accomplice swung his automatic in 
too wide an arc. A second was killed 
when a grenade bounced back on him. 
Kozo Okamoto, finding himself now 
alone, sprinted out on to the tarmac 
intending to shoot up a plane that had 
just landed. He was rugby tackled and 
pinned to the ground by an airport 
guard, hauled off to prison, convicted 
of murder and sentenced to life 
imprisonment.

It was now December 1980. He 
was still in solitary confinement – 
double solitary, really. He spoke only 
Japanese and none of the jailers spoke 
that language. According to reports in 
Japanese newspapers he was gradually 
going mental, shouting out incoherently 
from his cell.

Before I left Japan to do a Bible 
course in Jerusalem, I contacted the 
terrorist’s father, telling him I would 
be in Jerusalem for three months. If 
the father wrote a letter requesting it, 
I would try to get permission from the 
Israeli authorities to visit the son.

I had never met the family but I knew 
the 71 year old father had been a high 
school principal down in the Kumamoto 
area of Kyushu and also President 
of the area’s High School Principals’ 
Association. I had read reports that he 
was now a broken man. Not only was his 
youngest son Kozo a convicted murderer 
but his second son was high on the 
Japanese Police’s Wanted List. That 
son was one of a group of Red Army 
members who had hijacked a Japanese 
domestic airliner to North Korea where 
they received a heroes’ welcome from 
the Communist government.

The deep grief of the father was 
evident in the letter he sent me in 
reply. The writing was poor, lacking 
the mellifluous, polite expressions 
that distinguish the correspondence 
of most Japanese. In his brief reply he 
told me he worried daily about Kozo. 
He and his family saw my offer to visit 
the youngest son ‘as a manifestation of 
the grace of God’ and ardently hoped 
it would be possible. Neither Kozo nor 
any of his family were Christians to my 
knowledge.

I arrived in Jerusalem in time 
for the Feast of Huts when many 
observant Jews build flimsy huts on 
their verandah or some such place and 
eat and even sleep in them. The huts 
symbolise the Exodus when Moses 
led their ancestors across the desert 
to freedom. They lived in temporary 
shelters on that tough journey but 
it brought them to their homeland. 
The Feast is held at harvest time and 
in ancient times workers who were 
harvesting the grain or bringing in 
the grapes had their evening meal and 
slept in makeshift huts built beside 
the fields or vineyards. Hut or tent 
in Latin is ‘tabernaculum’ and so we 
have the English rendition, ‘The Feast 
of Tabernacles,’ which is unfortunate 
because the beautiful meaning is 
lost. Tabernacles are both permanent 
and grandiose, quite the opposite of 
makeshift huts. 

As soon as I had settled into my 
room and checked out the timetable, 
I went to Tel Aviv to ask advice and 
help from the Japanese Embassy. They 
listened kindly but were not in the 
least encouraging. They had gone to 
the prison any number of times but 
Okamoto-san was totally dismissive. 
He refused to speak to them or even 
acknowledge them, just sitting dumbly 
with his eyes on the floor. My visit 
would be useless too, they told me. I 
replied that the Sekigun, the Red Army 
to which he belonged, followed the 
Marxist Marcuse, according to whom 
the Establishment was the enemy. 
They were the ‘thesis’ which was to be 
attacked and destroyed by the ‘anti-
thesis’, the revolutionaries, the Red 
Army. Then, according to Marxist 
dialectical materialism, the Synthesis, 
the glorious Workers Paradise would 
evolve. The Embassy man did not 
seem impressed by this philosophical 
jargon of Marcuse and the Sekigun so I 
simply said I wanted to talk about God, 

rEConCiliation and pEaCE

Socialist 
Terror

TO DISPOSE of our 
enemies, we will have to 

create our own socialist terror. 
For this we will have to train 
90 million of the 100 million 
Russians and have them all on 
our side. We have nothing to 
say to the other 10 million; we’ll 
have to get rid of them.

- Grigory Zinoviev, one of the main 
Bolshevik leaders, in September 

1918, quoted in  The Black Book of 
Communism, Stephane Courtois et alii, 
Harvard University Press, 1999, pp.75-

76. Zinoviev died a victim of the terror he 
promoted. Stalin had him executed after 

a show trial on August 25, 1936.
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repentance and forgiveness, so that 
Okamoto-san and his father and family 
can find some peace of heart ... and 
maybe the families of the victims, too. 
The Embassy man said he would help 
in any way he could.

I next contacted the Israeli Ministry 
of Justice and explained the father’s 
letter and asked permission to see 
Okamoto-san in the Ramla jail. It took 
months to get that permission, an 
obvious reason being that I might be 
connected with the Sekigun, the Red 
Army. Modern terrorism has done 
more than kill people, it has worsened 

the lack of trust between people. I 
have fond memories of my boyhood 
in Lismore, New South Wales when 
we didn’t have to lock doors at night 
and unlocked cars were parked on the 
street.

The phone message on December 7 
filled me with elation. But after an hour 
or two my mood went flat. What if Kozo 
Okamoto just stares at the floor and 
ignores me, as the Japanese Embassy 
said he would ? What guarantee did I 
have that he would be in the slightest 
bit interested in saying, I’m Sorry. 
Maybe I would have absolutely no 

word of comfort to relay back to his 
father, either.

In an effort to calm my doubts and 
get rid of negativity I went out for a 
walk in a nearby pine forest that flows 
down to the western edge of Ain Karim, 
about eight kilometres from central 
Jerusalem. Ain Karim is the village ‘in 
the mountain country of Judea’ that 
Christian tradition says was Elizabeth’s 
home village when her young cousin 
Mary came to help her prepare for the 
birth of John the Baptist. Ain Karim 
means ‘the spring of Karim’. The story 
of Mary’s visit to Elizabeth has become 
a veritable spring of poetry and painting 
throughout Christian history as poets, 
writers, artists and preachers have 
contemplated its symbolism. Some saw 
Mary’s visit as beginning the fulfillment 
of Isaiah 52:7: ‘How beautiful upon the 
mountains are the feet of the one who 
brings glad tidings, who heralds peace, 
brings happiness, proclaims salvation.’ 
Mary was the first Christopher, the first 
Christ-bearer.

I once saw a symbolic painting of 
Mary as the youthful maidenMother, 
the fulfilment of those ‘valiant women’ 
in Israel’s history. She strides quickly 
across mountain paths on her way to 
visit Elizabeth. Flowers, cereals and 
vines spring forth from her footprints. 
She carries the Messiah and Psalm 
107 is being fulfilled: ‘The Lord will 
transform arid land with springs of 
water for them to sow fields and plant 
vines yielding harvests.’ 

I was thinking of Mary as I walked 
over the strewn pine needles because 
I knew I needed help to be able to 
respond helpfully in the short 30 
minutes I would be allowed with the 
terrorist- who was a child of God, 
though I didn’t know if he believed in 
God.

As I pondered and prayed, a scene 
from Morris West’s book, The Tower 
of Babel came into my mind. The 
scene is Jerusalem, 1966 and West has 
the psychiatrist Dr. Franz Lieberinan 
counselling a distressed woman, 
Yehudith Ronen. He shares a conviction 
he has come to after dealing with many 
patients who were neurotic. ‘The only 
way to stay human,’ he tells her, ‘is to 
say three things: ‘I’m guilty. I’m sorry. 
I want to make amends.’ Morris West is 
a perceptive commentator on modern 
people. When I read those lines 30 
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‘After all, I’m your older brother, and 
kid brothers always need wise old 
brothers to help them’, I added jokingly. 
He smiled and I added, ‘I am returning 
to Japan soon. May I tell my Japanese 
believer friends that you are searching 
for God, isshokenmei. They will 
certainly pray for you too.’ He nodded 
his head firmly.

I pulled his father’s letter out of my 
pocket and let him read it. I had been 
surprised on entering the jail that it 
had not been confiscated, in case it 
contained some coded message from 
the Red Army. The friendliness and 
trust of the guards struck me as most 
humane for the whole time I was there.

‘Kozo-kun,’ I said, using the familiar 
‘kun’ that men friends use with one 
another, ‘you can see how your father 
is really concerned about you. He 
obviously loves you very much and 
is sad about your suffering here in 
prison. The people who died at Tel Aviv 
airport eight years ago had fathers and 
mothers and children, too. They are still 
suffering loneliness like your father, and 
I think you are sorry about that.’

He lowered his gaze and nodded 
slowly.

‘Kozo-kun, if I could tell them that 

day I had spent walking around Asuka 
down in the south of Nara just before 
I came to Israel. I wondered if he had 
been there. He nodded. Most Japanese 
school students visit ancient Nara as 
part of their normal schooling. He 
would have heard the likes of The Mole 
explaining the world-renowned wooden 
and clay Buddhas and Bodhisattvas, and 
the temples housing them, dating from 
the eighth century of the Christian era. 
I could see he was interested and began 
talking about Kasuga Shinto Shrine.

Suddenly he spoke: ‘I don’t know 
if God exists or not but I am trying 
to find out, isshokenmei’. The latter 
Japanese word is explained in the 
Kenkyusha Japanese-English Dictionary 
as meaning: ‘with utmost effort, as 
hard as one can, for one’s dear life, 
with undivided attention, desperately, 
frantically.’ His listless look had now 
gone. Life had come into his eyes.

I replied that this question of 
God is the big question in everyone’s 
life. It is not a simple question like 
a mathematical theorem or chemical 
formula. To answer requires wisdom 
more than mere knowledge, and prayer 
is an essential part of the search. I 
would certainly pray that he find God. 

odd years ago, they struck me as 
wonderfully true. If tomorrow I could 
get Kozo Okamoto admitting he had 
wronged people and saying he is sorry 
... .

Ah, to-morrow is December 8, the 
feast of Mary’s Immaculate Conception 
in the Catholic liturgical year. It is 
a feast of God’s sheer liberality and 
grace. Mary could do nothing to merit 
it. She was totally passive in the utter 
helplessness and darkness of her first 
moment of existence in her mother’s 
womb. I am in darkness right now, 
totally ignorant of how to convince 
a terrorist of the need to say sorry, 
of the need to ask forgiveness from 
the families of the victims. Japanese 
in Tel Aviv Embassy assured me that 
my visit would achieve nothing. All I 
can do is turn to the Lord and say for 
Okamoto-san and for myself, Lord have 
mercy.

I expected a cold reception the 
next day when I travelled down to the 
suburbs of Tel Aviv and entered the 
Ramla high security jail. The Israeli 
guards however were friendly. One 
led me to the interview room while 
the other brought the prisoner from 
his cell. Okamoto-san was motioned 
to a chair in the small open room and 
he sat two feet from me, with his eyes 
on the floor. The seated guard offered 
him a cigarette. Okamoto-san took it in 
a natural way suggesting this had often 
happened. The guard lit it for him.

For 10 minutes I failed to elicit any 
response whatsoever from the Japanese. 
I had previously telephoned a teacher 
from the high school in Kumamoto 
where Okamoto-san had studied. 
This teacher said that as a high school 
student he was a ‘sucker for any sob 
story’. The teacher had heard that the 
three terrorists attacked Tel Aviv to 
show solidarity with the Palestinians. 
‘The Americans have been pouring 
money and weapons into Israel and no 
one really cared about the impoverished 
Palestinians,’ Okamoto said. The teacher 
had also mentioned one of Okamoto-
san’s teachers, chuckling that his 
nickname among the students was The 
Mole.

Trying a new tack I asked 
Okamoto-san if he remembered The 
Mole. A smile flitted across his face 
and he looked up at me. I told him 
The Mole was well and then spoke of a 
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and sent them as signs of their sorrow 
too.

I received a reply from Ruben 
Vivas, and he has given me permission 
to quote it in this book. After some 
preliminary greetings and expressions 
of thanks he wrote: 

‘Thanks so much again but tell it to 
him, if possible, that there is a long time 
we have forgiven him. He wounded 
me seriously and I am speaking in my 
wife sake, whose father was killed at 
the same airport. We believe in God, 
and our Christian faith teaches us: Do 
not condemn, and we do not condemn 
Kozo Okamoto. If Jesus rewarded the 
good thief for his repentance, so we 
ask Him to be merciful with Kozo. 
We forgive him sincerely and gospely. 
We consent, if the authorities of Israel 
may change Solitary Confinement by a 
simple Confinement, or even without 
Confinement at all. Please, make it 
known to them. God never forgets the 
sinner, He asks only for repentance, and 
joyously’ welcomes his return.’ (Luke 
1511-32.)

The Kozo Okamoto story took a 
dramatic turn in May of 1985. The 
Swiss Red Cross was asked to broker 
a prisoner exchange between Israel 
and the Syria based P.F.L.P., the 
Popular Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine. The latter held three Israeli 
soldiers captured in Israel’s invasion of 
Lebanon, 1982.These three were to be 
exchanged for a very large number of 
P.F.L.P. prisoners. Kozo Okamoto was 
at the top of the list supplied by the 
P.F.L.P. The exchange took place at 1 
a.m. on May 21 at Cointrin Airport, 
Geneva. The freed P.F.L.P. prisoners, 
including Kozo Okamoto landed at 
Tripoli Airport later that day.

The Japanese police immediately 
asked Interpol to help apprehend 
him for trial in Japan. The last item 
about him in the Japanese media was 
the photo taken of him in Lebanon in 
March, 2000. Since then nothing has 
come out. I wonder if he has found 
God. 

I still pray for him.

FATHER PAUL GLYNN, SM has spent 25 years 
as a missionary in Japan. Author of A Song for 
Nagasaki, and Healing Fire From Frozen Earth, 
Father Glynn is stationed at Villa Maria, Hunters 
Hill, NSW. The above is an excerpt from The 
Wayside Stream available from Maris Fathers Books, 
1 Mary Street Hunters Hill, NSW 2110 Australia. 

of the victims of the airport massacre. 
However I did learn that most of 
those killed and wounded were Puerto 
Ricans. A big group of them had 
come on pilgrimage to the Holy Land 
and were standing together when 
the firing started. After I returned to 
Japan and reported to Okamoto-san’s 
father, I wrote to the Marist Brothers 
in Puerto Rico. The massacre had 
been the top story there and I soon 
received a letter with the name and 
address of a spokesman for the group. 
(The Protestant pastor who led them 
to the Holy Land was one of the 
dead.)

I wrote to the spokesman, Ruben 
Vivas Ruiz, of Vega Baja in Puerto 
Rico, telling him that Okamoto-san 
was sorry for the killing and wounding 
of the Puerto Ricans, and asked their 
forgiveness. Some Japanese women 
from my church got together presents 

you are sorry about those deaths it 
would help them a lot. If I can contact 
them, may I tell them that you are sorry, 
and ask their forgiveness?’

His eyes were still on the floor but 
he slowly nodded again, several times 

I noticed I had been with him 
nearly 45 minutes and the guard had 
not hastened me out after the allotted 
30 minutes. During that 45 minutes 
Okamoto-san had said, three more 
times that he was searching for God. 
His obvious sincerity had given me 
confidence to ask him to say he was 
sorry.

The guard gave a cough and told 
me that time was up, so I stood up, 
and my Japanese brother did too. I 
said, ‘Sayonara Kozo-kun, you are my 
younger brother and I won’t forget you,’ 
and he let me embrace him.

My time in Israel was at an end and 
I was not able to get a list of names 
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NSW government statistics for 2010-2011 reveal that there were 3492 cases of substan-
tiated child sexual abuse out of a total 18,596 substantiated cases of child abuse in 

general (covering all forms of abuse – physical abuse, neglect and emotional abuse).

CoNFRoNTING ChILD SEXUAL ABUSE
By Wanda Skowronska

N E  O F  T H E 
SADDEST aspects of 
my work as a school 
counsellor has been 
to listen to the stories 
of children who have 
been sexually abused, 

whether this was a one off event or 
long term abuse. These accounts, and 
the accompanying horror they have 
engendered, have been part of any 
school psychologist’s life. 

In my twenty five years of experience 
in state schools, the abuser was 
most often a (male) member of the 
immediate family or a more distant 
relation. As a notifier of such abuse 
which inevitably brought in the 
involvement of welfare organisations, I 
witnessed the break-up of families and 
often the re-traumatising of the child 
who lost the sense of being protected 
in the world and who, on top of being 
assaulted, saw the dissolution of the 
world he/she knew and sometimes 
experienced being blamed for it by 
other siblings. 

Sexual assault is traumatic for all 
children and many find it difficult 
to tell anyone what has occurred to 
them, for it is beyond the bounds of 
comprehension. Adults often have 
difficulty assimilating information that 
a work associate has been involved in 
abuse. 

On my very first day as a school 
counsellor, the principal of a state 
school to which I had been appointed 
had ‘disappeared’. I found out later 
that he was being investigated for the 
sexual abuse of children. This was not 
the first of such ‘disappearances’ of staff 
over the years and I came to realise that 
situations of abuse engendered shock 
in staff who often had little idea what 
was going on. Many situations I knew 

about were not reported in the press. 
When they were, however, no one 
thought to condemn the executives of 
the NSW Department of Education. Nor 
were those working closely with them 
blamed for not ‘picking up’ on it earlier. 

The focus was on helping the victims 
and learning how to act effectively to 
prevent these tragic situations. The 
state education system was learning to 
address these problems in an urgent 
and comprehensive way as was each 
organisation in Australia. This was a 
long process that took decades. 

To place matters in perspective, 
NSW government statistics for 2010-
2011 reveal that there were 3492 cases 
of substantiated child sexual abuse out 
of a total 18,596 substantiated cases 
of child abuse in general (covering all 
forms of abuse – physical abuse, neglect 
and emotional abuse).1

The Australia-wide figures  -  5437 
case of substantiated sexual abuse 
out of a total of 40,466 cases of abuse 
generally – indicate that NSW has the 
greatest number of sexual abuse cases 
when compared with other states.2 It 
is probable that many cases of sexual 
abuse go unreported, especially those 
involving children with disabilities or 
those from certain ethnic groups where 
language and other factors impede the 
communication of the assault. Also 
when children hear that the counsellor 
is a mandatory notifier of abuse, they 
are sometimes reluctant to continue 
with a disclosure or will try to deny it. 
There are, without doubt, many more 
cases than the figures show and this is 
one of the major problems of dealing 
with this issue. 

Recently the subject of sexual abuse 
by Catholic priests has been prominent 
in the Australian media and there have 
been calls for a Royal Commission on 

the matter. Especial public animosity 
arises in the case of Catholic priests 
accused of abuse for trust was placed 
in  those clergy who did not live up to 
their calling. There have also been some 
sexual abusers who were lay employees 
of Catholic organisations though it is 
difficult to give a definitive accurate 
figure here. Notifications were not 
always handled as effectively as they 
might have been. 

It is important to remember, 
however, that ‘catching’ abusers/
pedophiles has been a systemic problem 
in many western institutions for several 
decades, during which time awareness 
of the problem increased. Everyone -  
from the scouts, youth organisations, 
religious groups, educational 
institutions and the judiciary -  have 
been on a steep learning curve, 
especially those for whom the whole 
issue has shaken their confidence in 
understanding their fellow human 
beings. 

It is not as if sexual abusers walk 
around with horns – many are affable, 
friendly people who would give you 
the shirt off their backs and many 
around them cannot read the ‘signs’ 
that anything is wrong as it is something 
unfamiliar to them.  While most sexual 
abusers are men, there is no one ‘type’ of 
abuser.  As one feminist website put it: 

Many people want to be able to 
identify a category of men who are 
more likely to abuse children. In 
fact, there is no ‘type’ of man who 
is an abuser - they come from every 
class, professional, racial and religious 
background. They are heterosexual 
and homosexual. They are also often 
very skilled at manipulating people 
and situations…3

The Towards Healing procedures 
were established  by the Archdiocese 
of Sydney in 1996,  aiming at assisting 

ChurCh in thE world
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victims of clerical sexual abuse and 
their families. A recent Archdiocesan 
document entitled ’Sexual Abuse’ 
(2012) expresses ‘remorse for past 
failures’ and a desire to continually 
improve and refine the manner of 
‘responding to victims’  who ‘are our 
first priority’.4 The document expressed 
genuine horror and sadness at the 
abuse and a genuine desire to help 
those affected by it. It also aims at 
fairness and justice for the offenders. It 
is not always the case, but it has been 
found often that the abuser has himself 
been abused as a child. 

While much work has been done in 
dealing with such abuse over the past 
20 years on the part of the Catholic 
church, the recent calls for the Royal 
Commission created the impression 
that little had been done. This is 
not true. Cardinal Pell has shown 
sympathy for the victims and has acted 
to stem the blight of abuse wherever 
it occurs in Catholic institutions. He 
has welcomed the Royal Commission, 
stating; 

 We think it’s an opportunity to 
help the victims. It’s an opportunity 
to clear the air, to separate fact from 
fiction.5

Not everyone has welcomed 
the Commission – questioning the 
need for such a lengthy and costly 
investigation. For example, Fr Frank 
Brennan, interviewed on the ABC’s 
Lateline on 12/12/2012 pointed out 
that there already were agencies in 
each state dealing with sexual abuse. 
He added that State-Federal dynamics 
could interfere, and the broad terms 
of reference may make it a very long 
affair which will not necessarily help the 
victims. He pointed out that the NSW 
Wood Royal Commission (1995-1997) 
had been a catalyst for the development 
of better protocols dealing with 
sexual abuse, and it would be better 
to improve on what has already been 
done.6

Melbourne journalist Andrew Bolt 
saw such a Royal Commission turning 
into an anti-Catholic crusade. Bolt, 
who is not a Christian, stated that it 
would be a pity if the church were 
damaged by the enquiry for there are 
‘few, if any, organisations that have 
inspired so many Australians to build 
and run schools, hospitals, hospices 
and services for the homeless’ adding 
that he doubted that the Greens would 
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from which we often avert our eyes. 
We need to recognise this evil for what 
it is and to acknowledge the human 
failure of many bystanders to deal with 
it. Beneath the triumphalism of much 
recorded history is the silent witness 
of many children who have been 
abandoned by those who should have 
cared for them, and who have never 
had the chance to tell their story. 

WANDA  SKOWRONSKA is a registered psycholo-
gist who works as a counsellor in inner city schools 
in Sydney. She has recently been awarded a PhD 
in Psychology/Theology at Melbourne’s John-
Paul II Institute. She has done voluntary work 
for the Catholic pro life organisation Family Life 
International, and is a regular contributor to Annals.
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The history of childhood is a 
nightmare from which we have only 
recently begun to awaken. The further 
back in history one goes, the lower the 
level of child care, and the more likely 
children are to be killed, abandoned, 
beaten, terrorized, and sexually 
abused.9

Sexual activity with children was not 
condemned in pagan Rome and had it 
not been for the growth of Christianity 
and the notion of childhood innocence, 
it would have continued unabated, 
as would the practice of infanticide. 
The sad legacy of child sexual abuse 
throughout the ages reveals the evil of 
which human beings are capable and 

‘pick up the slack and tend to the sick 
or minister to the poor.’7

In the midst of the calls for the 
Royal Commission, there was also 
sudden insistence from some that 
priests be obliged to violate the seal 
of confession and report pedophile 
penitents. Cardinal Pell’s statement 
of traditional church teaching that  
the seal of confession is  
inviolable drew some confused howls 
of protest. 

My experience as a psychologist has 
led me to understand that pedophiles, 
if they have any trait in common, show 
a lack of remorse for what they have 
done. Their thinking is so distorted 
that they believe they have ‘helped’ the 
victim or at worst, do not care about 
treating them as objects. It would take 
a lot to convince me that such people 
go to confession, let alone confess to 
someone they know. 

The secular Australian Council for 
Civil Liberties Union’s spokesman 
Terry O’Gorman spoke out against 
any attack on the seal of confessional 
and the lawyer’s right to protect a 
client stating it that it would not 
achieve the desired effect and would 
in fact do much harm.8 Do people 
honestly expect a priest to have 
handcuffs in the confessional and 
use them just in case, or to start 
recording confessions as evidence? 
When people make allegations against 
others it is often one person’s word 
against another. The lack of proof has 
made many such allegations collapse, 
as occurred recently in Britain, 
when BBC comedian Alan Davies 
apologised publicly for alleging that 
Tory politician Lord McAlpine was 
a sex abuser – an accusation that 
went viral on the tweetosphere. The 
financial fallout for the BBC will be 
considerable for having made a false 
accusation. 

In the end, most of the information 
we receive is from the victims of such 
abuse. Western awakening to the issue 
of sexual abuse has been relatively 
recent in historical terms and long 
overdue.  It is difficult for many 
people to appreciate that children 
have been poorly treated throughout 
history. Writing about the treatment of  
children throughout the past three 
thousand years, Lloyd Demause  
states: 

reaping what  
Scholasticism had sown

IT WAS DURING the very ages which moderns call dark that 
Christianity was formulated and systematized into its present shape. 

St. Thomas of Aquin, whose Summa has dominated the Latin Church 
for six centuries, did but reap where the earlier scholastics had sown. 
Moreover, the influence of the scholastics is not confined to the Roman 
Communion. In so far as Protestantism has a positive side, it owes 
it to the scholastics. The reformers pruned away much of mediaeval 
Catholicism, but they added nothing of their own except the doctrine 
of justification by faith - one of the most dangerous delusions that 
Christianity has seen. The fundamental dogmas of the Trinity and the 
Incarnation of Heaven and Hell, of the immortality of the soul and the 
resurrection of the body, are held by the ‘Reformed Churches in the 
same sense, almost in the same terms, as by the Roman Church, 
and although the later Jesuit writers have somewhat modernized and 
developed the scholastic methods, the approved theology in the Catholic 
Schools at the present day is substantially the same as in the so called 
Dark Ages. Rome is still moored to the Summa, which the present Pope 
has once again publicly approved and recommended to his clergy, and 
the Summa was but the codification and systematization of the work of 
the theological writers of the Dark Ages.
- Frederick Stokes, Introduction, The Dark Ages by S.R. Maitland, John Hodges, London, 1890, 

p.x. Neither Stokes nor Maitland was Catholic.

overload

IN the midst of an information 
tsunami, most of us know all 

sorts of things we “don’t know 
we know.” And we don’t want 
to know what we “don’t know 
we know”. . because we can 
barely handle what we know 
we know.

- Bishop Charles J. Chaput, Deus ex 
Machina: How to Think About Technology, 

CRISIS / 18, 18-22 (Oct. 1998). 
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“It is an error to assume that culture can be preserved, extended and  
developed in the absence of religion.”

ThE JoURNEy oF ThE mAGI
By Jude P. Dougherty

H E  N A R R AT O R 
toward the end of T.S. 
Eliot’s Journey of the 
Magi reflects, “Were 
we led all that way for 
Birth or Death? There 
was Birth certainly. 

We had evidence and no doubt. I had 
seen birth and death, but thought they 
were different.”1

The birth, of course, was that of 
Christ, and the introduction of a new 
order. The death was that of the pagan 
way of life. This is conveyed in the 
closing lines of the poem when the 
narrator continues “We returned to our 
places, these kingdoms. But no longer at 
ease here, in the old dispensation with 
an alien people clutching their gods.” 

This reference to the Birth of 
Christ is not an anomaly. Eliot’s poetry 
is suffused with reference to the 
Incarnation. “The Annunciation gave 
mankind hope,” he writes. Eliot is aware 
that the pagans did not reject Christ; 
they simply did not know Christ.

Although an Anglo-Catholic, Eliot 
nevertheless often speaks for the 
Church Universal. Appalled by the 
cultural drift of his day and by the 
liberalism that he finds affecting our 
attitudes towards life, he reminds us of 
the traditional things that have been 
discarded in the name of progress. 

Liberalism, he believes, is a 
movement, not so much defined by its 
end as by its rejection of the inherited. 
The liberal, by progressively eliminating 
the public elements of Christianity, 
reduces religion to a private affair.

T.S. Eliot is known primarily for 
his poetry. His The Love Song of J. 
Alfred Prufrock, The Wasteland, and The 
Four Quartets have a firm place in the 
Western literary canon. 

Less well known are two short books 
written about ten years apart, one 
shortly before the Second World War, 

the other shortly after. In the two books 
Eliot addresses successively the twin 
subjects, Christian society and Christian 
culture: The Idea of a Christian Society 
(1939)2 and Notes toward a Christian 
Culture (1948).3

Although written nearly three-
quarters of a century ago, these brief 
works are worth revisiting for the 
insight and wisdom they contain.

 A Christian community, Eliot tells 
us, is not an organization. Its identity 
is that of an identity of belief and 
aspiration. Whereas a Christian culture 
has a positive set of values and a 
unity of outlook, a negative liberal or 
progressive society remains neutral with 
respect to the good. 

In the realm of letters, the liberal 
society possesses no agreement with 
respect to what ought to be read or 
even that there anything worth reading. 

“A nation’s system of education,” 
writes Eliot, “is much more important 
than its system of government.”4 A 
proper system of education opens 
the student to the inherited, fostering 
thereby a degree of continuity and 
social unity without imposing a 
uniformity of culture. Attention to 
inheritance enables one to acquire a 
sense of hierarchy, an awareness that 
some things are more important than 
others. 

The advantage of a Christian 
education is that it provides one with 
a set of categories that facilitates 
thought and discourse, even when it 
does not compel belief. A skeptical 
and/or indifferent statesman, working 
within a Christian frame, might be 
more effective than a devout Christian 
statesman obliged to conform to a 
secular frame.

 In the political order where 
Christianity prevails, the Christian 
faith requires, as a minimum, only 
a large unconscious behavior. “A 
Christian Society would be a society 
in which the natural end of man – 
virtue and wellbeing in community 
– is acknowledged for all, and the 
supernatural end for all who have eyes 
to see.”5

In Notes toward a Christian Culture 
Eliot spells out what he means by 
culture. “I mean first of all what the 
anthropologists mean: the way of life of 
a particular people living in a particular 
place.”6 That culture is made visible in 
their arts, in their social system, in their 
habits and customs, and, above all, in 
their religion. 

He then speaks of the culture of 
the individual, of the group, and of 
the society. The culture of the society 

Christmas and sECularization 

reconciliation

IN ENGLAND the only 
great objection to the 

reconciliation [of England 
with the Catholic Church] had 
been the fear entertained by 
the grantees of Church lands 
that they would be required to 
give back their possessions 
to ecclesiastical uses. But on 
this subject assurance was 
obtained from Rome that 
present possessors were not 
to be disturbed; and on the 
30th November 1554 Cardinal 
Pole, as the Pope’s legate, 
in presence of a kneeling 
Parliament, even the King 
and Queen being on their 
knees before him, formally 
absolved the realm from 
excommunication for past 
disobedience and schism.

- James Gairdner, Lollardy and the 
Reformation in England, Macmillan and 

Co, London, 1908, vol.1, p.325.
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is fundamental, he maintains, for the 
culture of the individual cannot be 
isolated from the group nor that of the 
group from the whole of society. 

Recognizing that not all will attain 
the same level of achievement, he makes 
the point: ”The culture of a higher 
class is not something superfluous to a 
society as a whole, or to the majority, 
and ought to be shared equally by other 
classes.”7

He adds, “It is an error to assume 
that culture can be preserved, extended 
and developed in the absence of 
religion.”

Written at the end of the war, Notes 
toward a Christian Culture contains a 
series of talks to a German-speaking 
audience that focus on the unity of 
European culture from the point of view, 
he modestly says, of “a man of letters.” 

He speaks of English as the richest 
for the writing of poetry. That it may 
be considered such is a consequence of 
the variety of elements of which English 
is comprised. “First of course is the 
German foundation ... After this we find 
a considerable Scandinavian element, 
due in the first place to the Danish 
Conquest. Then there is the Norman 
French element after the Norman 
Conquest. After this there followed 
a succession of French influence, 
traceable through words adopted at 
different periods. The sixteenth century 
saw the increase of new words coined 
from Latin.”8

The point of this linguistic 
digression: of poetry, no one nation 
could have achieved what we 
Europeans collectively possess. But 
every literature must have some sources 
which are peculiarly its own, deep in its 
own history, but also equally important, 
are the sources which we share in 
common, that is, the literature of Rome, 
Greece, and Israel. What is true of 
poetry is true of other arts as well, and, 
of course, true of philosophy.

By contrast, a universal concern 
with politics does not unite but rather 
tends to destroy the cultural unity of a 
people by challenging their unconscious 
assumptions. 

Among men of letters, something 
which had never been doubted, and 
therefore had no need to rise to the 
level of conscious affirmation, can 
become contentious in the political 
arena. 

A nation’s political structure affects 
its nature and in turn is affected by 
the culture. “For the health of the 
culture of Europe, two conditions 
are required: that the culture of each 
country should be unique and that the 
different cultures should recognize their 
relationship to each other.”9

There is a common element to 
European culture, an interrelated history 
of thought and feeling and behavior, an 
interchange of arts and ideas. 

Eliot distinguishes between the 
material organism of Europe and its 
spiritual organism. “If the latter dies, 
then what is organized is not Europe, 
but is rather a mass of human beings 
speaking different languages. It is 
the common tradition of Christianity 
which has made Europe what it is and 
the common cultural elements which 
Christianity has brought with it . . . . 
It is in Christianity that our arts have 
developed; it is in Christianity that the 
laws of Europe have until recently been 

rooted. If Christianity goes, the whole 
of culture goes.”10

Religion as distinguished from 
modern paganism implies a life in 
conformity with nature. The natural 
life and the supernatural life have 
conformity with each other, for 
a political philosophy derives its 
policies and sanctions from ethics, 
and ethics from the truth of religion. 
At this time, we can proceed in one 
of two directions, in the direction of a 
pagan society or in the direction of a 
Christian society. A Christian society 
may assume different forms according 
to the traditions of that society, Roman, 
Orthodox, and Lutheran.

Eliot acknowledges a debt to 
Christopher Dawson and Jacques 
Maritain, who like Eliot were troubled 
by the progressive secularization 
of the social order. Eliot may have 
anticipated Maritain’s dictum, “Sooner 
or later, nations will have to declare 
for or against Christ,” when the latter 
wrote, simply, “There is no other 
choice.” 

But in the end, Eliot concludes, we 
have to realize that the Kingdom of 
Christ on earth will never be realized.

PROFESSOR JUDE DOUGHERTY is Dean Emeritus 
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Nice or 
right?

THE kingdom of God, has 
suffered a great deal of 

harm from fighters – men who 
would rather fight than pray; 
but the kingdom of God has 
also been done great harm by 
men who would rather be nice 
than right. 
- A.W. Tozer, U.S. Evangelical Protestant 
minister, died 1963, quoted by Kevin de 

Young, ‘Defining Discourse Down,’ in 
First Things, May 20, 2009.

The catholic church was 
where she is now

My stronghold was Antiquity; now here, in the middle of the fifth 
century, I found, as it seemed to me, Christendom of the sixteenth 

and the nineteenth centuries reflected. I saw my face in that mirror, and 
I was a Monophysite. The Church of the Via Media was in the position 
of the Oriental communion, Rome was, where she now is; and the 
Protestants were the Eutychians.

- John Henry Cardinal Newman, Apologia pro Vita Sua, Quoted Ian Ker, The Achievement of 
John Henry Newman, HarperCollins, London, 1991, p.115.
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The BBC’s recently appointed Director-General has stated, rather feebly one would 
think, that “the system as a whole doesn’t seem to have got this right”.

QUIS CUSToDIET …? 
(Who IS To GUARD ThE GUARDS?)

By Sam Simmonds

ECENT Annals article 
made reference to the 
Leveson Inquiry in the 
United Kingdom into 
the relationship of the 
press with the public, 
the police and the 

politicians. That inquiry came to reveal 
some very unsavoury aspects of the 
behaviour of some of those who enjoy 
(if that is the right word) enormous 
power from the influence they wield 
over the media and, hence, ourselves, 
who read their newspapers, watch their 
television channels, listen to their radio 
networks – and maybe even follow 
them on Twitter. 

The article asked whether it was 
desirable for the “juggernauts of 
globalized media ownership” to set 
themselves up as the ultimate arbiters 
of our tastes and opinions and as 
the principal authority deciding on 
our behalf what information we are 
permitted to receive.

There is little doubt that the major 
international media players are highly 
successful at drawing us all into 
their worldwide net of information 
coverage. Their success affords them 
the opportunity to seek to form our 
opinions and inform our choices on 
everything, from our patronage of the 
media outlets they themselves own, to 

the people we choose to represent us in 
parliament. 

 Making money from one’s media 
enterprises, if one has a few spare 
millions to invest, is fairly simple. As 
one character in Orson Welles’s 1941 
classic film Citizen Kane points out, “It’s 
no trick to make a million dollars if all 
you want is a million dollars.” 

The single-minded pursuit of 
money, a characteristic of twenty-first 
century capitalism and one frequently 
commended by the business community, 
may look good on their balance sheet 
and in their profit-and-loss account 
figures, but how efficient are the huge 
global media corporations at running 
the rest of their businesses – the bits 
that interface with the general public?

The British Broadcasting 
Corporation, a largely publicly 
owned and funded entity, became an 
inspiration to the English-speaking 
world over its ninety years of existence, 
particularly during the Second World 
War and, through the World Service, 
to all expatriate Britons wherever and 
whenever. Rightly or wrongly, many 
came to regard the BBC as some 
kind of public guardian of truth and 
rectitude. Yet it recently seems to have 
fallen foul of its own cumbersome 
administrative structure in its inept 
handling of what has become known as 
‘the Savile affair’.

For new readers, Jimmy Savile – a 
former ‘media personality’, radio disc 
jockey, television programme presenter, 
dance hall manager, actor, semi-
professional cyclist and professional 
wrestler, among many other occupations 
and accomplishments – who died in 
October 2011, was considered by the 
BBC to be an iconic figure. He was also 
regarded as a major benefactor and 
philanthropist by a number of charities 
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and public institutions in Britain, for his 
services to which he was knighted in 
1990. Remarkably, in the same year he 
also received a Papal knighthood.

Tragically, though, this highly 
respected figure has been found to 
have had a much darker side. At the 
turn of the year, at the same time as 
allegations and witnesses’ testimony 
began to emerge of Savile’s abuse of, 
and conspiracy to abuse, young people, 
some from his own family, disabled 
people – and worse – the Corporation 
had planned to transmit tribute 
programmes to the man and the good 
works for which he had become famous 
during his lifetime. 

This is not the place to rehearse the 
specific aspects of this sordid affair, 
which, at the time of writing, are still 
emerging in disturbing detail, but it 
seems fair, if not salutary, to comment 
on how a ‘public guardian of truth’ 
abysmally failed to face up to its 
responsibilities.

Large organizations, in the name of 
laudably efficient self-regulation, tend 
to set up administrative structures that 
are often of Byzantine complexity. Large 
media organizations are no exception. 
For example, when the interests of a 
hypothetical ‘entertainment’ department 
suddenly and dramatically conflict 
with those of a hypothetical ‘news’ 
department, someone of rank must deal 
with the situation – and quickly.

But the much vaunted ‘chain of 
command structure’ ensures that 
departmental territoriality will always 
defeat this object. As one media 
commentator in the UK has put it, “the 
Head of Vision must speak only to the 
Head of News, the Head of News to the 
Head of News Programmes, and he/she 
to the programme editor …” et cetera. 

Far too often it is left to the 
despairing programme makers – the 
reporters, news directors, et cetera – to 
‘go public’, thereby risking their careers. 
And, as anyone who has worked for 
such a large media corporation knows, 
there is never, at any time, any person 
administratively responsible for taking 
action about anything: the person to 
whom the switchboard connects you 
is always ‘acting-up’, because the usual 
occupant of the desk is on extended 
absence, working from home, on 
temporary release to another company, 
convalescing, on maternity/paternity 

leave, and so on. One often wonders if 
anybody is ‘minding the store’.

The BBC’s recently appointed 
Director-General has stated, rather 
feebly one would think, that “the 
system as a whole doesn’t seem to have 
got this right”. You can be sure that the 
victims of Savile’s abuse would agree. 
Even the previous D-G apparently only 
heard about the ‘Savile-Newsnight 
affair’ by accident, at a party.

Do not imagine that the victims 
waited until Savile’s death to report the 
abuses; they did not. The police alone 
were investigating him twenty years 
ago. But in most instances the reports 
were ignored, covered up, explained 
away, put on the ‘back burner’, not 
only because the man was an ‘icon’ and 
looked up to, but also because such 
behaviour was so extreme that it was 
scarcely to be believed. 

Of course, we can all understand 
the dismay caused to the BBC’s ‘tribute 
programme department’ by such 
outlandish revelations, particularly after 
considerable financial and technical 
resources had already been allocated to 
the project. Nevertheless, denial of the 
truth can – and in this case very likely 
will – cost a great deal more. 

A famous saying of the eighteenth 
century, attributed to Edmund Burke 
(although not found in his writings) 
sums all this up rather neatly, albeit 
sadly, as: “In order for evil to flourish, 
all that is required is for good men 
to do nothing.” Surely it is time for 
a few more ‘good men’ in our media 
institutions to stand up for what is right?

SAM SIMMONDS is a writer, broadcaster and film 
and video producer. Sam has worked in all aspects 
of media in the UK and Australia. 

Saving what  
was lost

WHEN John Henry Newman gave up the exquisite sophistication 
of a congenial life of scholarship among his peers in Oxford and 

Joined the Catholic Church – a Church of uneducated workers and poor 
Irish servants – he found himself burdened with prosaic parish duties in 
the intellectual backwaters of Birmingham. 

A snobbish Monsignor took pity on what he believed to be his painful 
predicament and wrote him a letter, inviting him to come to Rome, 
where he would find a more cultured milieu. Newman’s curt reply is 
well-known: `I have received your letter inviting me to preach in your 
church at Rome to “an audience more educated than could ever be the 
case in England”. However, Birmingham people have souls: and I have 
neither taste nor talent for the sort of work which you cut out for me: 
and I beg to decline your offer.

This is a reality which a reverse snobbery usually prevents us 
from perceiving (and which – let us admit it – runs against all visible 
evidence), but it remains nevertheless true: just like the people of 
Birmingham, the wealthy, the powerful and the corrupt also have souls.

Jesus knew this already. In Jericho, a man called Zacchaeus – the 
wealthiest crook in town, who was rightly detested and despised by 
all decent people – eagerly wanted to meet Him. Being aware of this, 
Jesus invited Himself into Zacchaeus’s house, to the latter’s delight. 
But this move provoked a scandal among the Pharisees and the 
Hitchenses. (The original text of the Gospel is traditionally translated as 
‘the Pharisees and the Scribes’. We are following here an emendation 
that seems justified by modern exegesis.)

All took it amiss. ‘He has gone in to lodge,’ they said, ‘with one  
who is a sinner.’ To which Jesus retorted: ‘He too is a son of Abraham. 
That is what the Son of Man has come for, to search out and save what 
was lost.’

- Simon Leys, ‘An empire of ugliness,’ The Angel and the Octopus,  
Duffy and Snellgrove, Sydney 1999, pp.86-87.
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mEDIA mATTERS
By James murray

Guard reflex 

All organisations, by their socially cohesive 
nature, tend to corporate self-protection. Banks 
do, relative to financial probity, military forces to 
esprit de corps, police to law enforcement, lawyers 
to malpractice, academics to scholarship and 
scientists to research. 

Even media organisations have been known 
to practise self-protection relative to errors of 
omission and commission. In other words every 
organisation protects not so much persons as its 
raison d’etre. Thus the Catholic Church and other 
religious bodies protect themselves in relation to 
morality and virtue. 

Implicit is the caveat: the more guilty the self-
protection, the greater the scandal caused by later 
revelations.

Icy truism 

Tip of the iceberg is one of the most enduring 
of metaphoric clichés; it speaks of an enduring 
truth: what can be seen is less dangerous than 
what is unseen. Necessary truism: it was not the 
tip of the iceberg that sank the Titanic, it was the 
submerged part that doomed the unsinkable ship. 

In news and views about child sexual abuse, 
the Catholic Church has been accounted the tip 
of the iceberg. Report after report has focused on 
it; television background footage has concentrated 
on Catholic iconography and ritual. No shots in 
montages of secular institutions that have also 
been implicated.

At this writing neither the precise terms of 
reference nor the head of the Royal Commission 
into the matter has been formally announced. 
Preliminary reports suggest that the Commission 
will investigate institutional child sexual abuse, 
both secular and religious. But not abuse in 
Defence Force junior units; these come within 
the purvue of the Task Force announced by 
Defence Minister Stephen Smith who has capped 
individual compensation at $50,000. 

Exclusion zones 

The term ‘institutional’ appears to exclude two 
sectors of the dangerous, submerged iceberg. 
The first is the child pornography industry, local 

and global, which makes millions of dollars 
from unspeakable cruelties, evidence of which it 
would be difficult to show publicly but which are 
‘enjoyed’ privately. 

Labor MP Tanya Plibersek has been one 
of the few politicians to speak out against 
this pornography, making the point that child 
pornography watchers are partly responsible for 
its production. Moreover one study she quoted 
showed that 70 per cent of men who downloaded 
porn had been a child abuser or soon would 
be. Pornographic images of children helped 
paedophiles to believe their behaviour was 
normal. Images are shown to vulnerable children 
in grooming them for abuse. (Media Matters 
comment on SMH article, June 13 2007). 

The other sector is showbiz. The BBC scandal 
involving the late popstar-comedian, Jimmy 
Saville, may be the most celebrated case. But is 
not the only evidence of showbiz abuse. There are 
American and local examples. 

Kinsey role

What needs emphasis is that derelictions are 
not, as some hold, the result of clerical formation; 
they are an apostasy from that formation. Is this 
true of secular derelictions? Not totally. 

Zoologist-sexologist Alfred Kinsey was the 
author of Sexual Behaviour in the Human Male 
(1948) and Sexual Behaviour in he Human Female 
(1953). Kinsey formed a view that prohibition of 
sex involving children was a social construct not 
an innate inhibition - a view mentioned but not 
excoriated in the biopic Kinsey (2004). 

Was what became known as the Kinsey Report 
effectless? Among the now romanticised French 
students who rebelled in 1968 were those who 
advocated the over-turning of the bourgeois 
prohibition against sex involving children. Some 
civil rights lawyers of the period even suggested 
the decriminalisation of adult-child sexual 
relations. 

The beat poet, Allen Ginsberg, advocated 
the North American Man-Boy Love Association 
(RJ Stove, Annals Jan/Feb 2006). Ginsberg 
was of a mind with those who, drawing on 
classical precedent, justify the activity (the term 
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paedophilia, coined by the ancient Greeks, better 
indicates its long, woeful history).

Eternal seal 

In the preliminaries to the Royal Commission, 
the seal of confession came under attack. And it 
is the seal of confession not of the confessional 
box. Chaplains administering confessions on 
battlefields have no boxes. Nor do priests risking 
their lives in disaster areas.

If attempts were made to break the seal, priests 
would do jail time. Could they do less than 
journalists have done in defence of anonymous 
sources, sometimes criminal? No doubt lawyers 
deep in client confidentiality would do the 
same as would those who conduct Scientology’s 
recorded auditing sessions. 

Sad result

The Royal Commission’s saddest outcome 
may be for those who have been proactive in 
pursuing it. As Chris 
Merritt of The Australian 
has made admirably clear 
evidence given before 
a royal commission 
is not admissible in a 
court of law. Thus royal 
commissions do not 
necessarily lead to trial 
by jury and condign 
punishment. 

Monetary compensation? This has already 
been paid to many and is by some, including 
contingency-fee lawyers, deemed inadequate. 
How much is enough, given the Task Force cap of 
$50,000? 

End game 

Is the focus on the Catholic Church a smear? 
It may be more: an attempt to destroy the 
Church’s moral authority, its magisterium - a 
magisterium which in Europe, East and West, as 
well as Asia Minor underpinned the development 
of a fresh civilisation from the ruins of Rome, a 
civilisation on the moral capital of which many old 
nations still live, and from which newer nations, 
particularly in Africa, draw inspiration. 

Why the attempted destruction? The Church’s 
magisterium opposes secular humanism which 
has conjured ‘new atheism’ to support state-
sanctioned death-dealing through abortion and 
euthanasia. This, in a world of amorality where the 
safe-guarding of children is seen as a last redoubt 
even by those who forget, or do not know of, the 
millstone condemnation uttered by Jesus Christ 
against those who harm little children. 

An ultimate paradox is involved: destroy 

the Catholic Church’s moral authority on life 
and death issues because of the immorality of 
a minority of its members. How to react? As 
members of other institutions do when a minority 
brings its validity into question: close ranks, stand 
up, prevail, remembering: ‘Fiat justitia et ruant 
coeli’ - Let justice be done though the heavens 
fall. 

Scoop ahoy

The title Murdoch’s Pirates is a thriller title, the 
narrative is constructed on thriller lines and it 
reads like a thriller – a jungle thriller of acronyms, 
hi-tech gismos and computer hackers trading in 
faked, pay-TV access cards. But despite the title 
Rupert Murdoch gets no more than a cameo 
appearance. 

It’s as if the author Neil Chenoweth had 
included such a cameo in a biography of that 
other intrepid Scottish privateer, Captain William 
Kidd (1645-1701), who based himself in New 

York, turned to piracy 
and was duly hanged for 
it in London. 

Indeed privateers 
might have been a more 
exact term than pirates; 
what hackers did was not 
illegal in all jurisdictions 
particularly Canada’s. 
There, trading in ‘hacks’ 
and selling pirate cards 

through dealerships enabled inhabitants to enjoy 
all the programming of the United States pay-TV 
system. 

Closer to Murdoch and to the diversion of 
multi-million dollar income streams, pirate cards 
were sold in British pubs as he got his initial Sky 
TV network into orbit and, by merger, made it into 
BSkyB. 

The counter to income diversion was News Data 
Systems (NDS) based in Tel Aviv and crewed by a 
splendid assortment of hard-nut brains including 
some of Mossad’s finest and a former Scotland 
Yard commander, Ray Adams. The crowd extras, 
so to speak, included Swiss, German, Bulgarian, 
Russian, American and Canadians hackers and 
spies who sought to outwit each other, recruitment 
and counter-recruitment being part of the game.

It is a measure of the abundance of 
Chenoweth’s material that he can make a 
throwaway line of his sharp perception that the 
dialectic of Murdoch’s perpetual acquisition, 
expansion and merging effectively restructures his 
corporate debt. 

The key questions Chenoweth posits but does 
not - or cannot - answer is how detailed is the 
knowledge that a boss of bosses must carry, how 

catholicism’s Blessing

IF CATHOLICISM is still to run about the 
world giving tongue, then it can have 

no better spokesman than G.K.C.  But I 
grudge Catholicism G.K.C.
- H. G. Wells, quoted Ian Ker, G K. Chesterton: 

A Biography, OUP, 2011.
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much should he have known and if he didn’t 
should he resign? Only Japanese chief executives 
and political leaders seem to practise the highest 
level of this executive responsibility.

At core of the book is the hanging of a genius 
hacker, Boris Floricic, in a Berlin grove of trees. 
His death was internetted as Tron ist todt - Tron 
is dead. The police deduced suicide. But a fellow 
hacker established that the belt used was not the 
dead man’s. 

It is a mystery that the master of covert-op 
fiction, John Le Carre, might have invented. 
But this is not fiction; the mystery continues to 
tick like an unexploded bomb in an internecine 
situation where, since 2002, five of the richest 
pay-TV companies have filed legal actions, alleging 
that Operational Security, a unit within NDS, 
sabotaged their operations. 

The measure of Chenoweth’s success is 
embedded in the craft dictum: if you can’t top 
it, knock it. Obviously Murdoch’s loyal retainers 
could only top Chenoweth, a triple Walkley Award 
winner, by risking their positions. They have, 
however, zealously knocked his reports.

Chenoweth’s publishers Allen & Unwin match 
his speed. The hardback of his book ($45) 
includes material up until this year when the BBC 
Panorama, on which Chenoweth had become a 
consultant, ran an expose, followed less than 
24 hours later by the release in The Australian 
Financial Review of Ray Adams’s emails. 

Enough of Murdoch? Well, no. Paul Barry is 
reportedly in France writing yet another Murdoch 
book, timed to include Leveson inquiry findings 
and recommendations. Save the trees involved. 
Where is Bob Brown, writing his memoirs on 
recycled white papers? 

McKew view

Maxine McKew’s Tales from the Trenches 
is scrappy when not chatty – a verdict your 
correspondent hates to write; he was a fan of 
McKew’s elegant and subtle approach to ABC 
Lateline and Bulletin interviews. 

Not for her the termagant approach of some 
ABC-ers (no names, no pack drill, no misogyny 
charges). McKew let her interviewees dig their 
own graves and smiled charmingly as they fell into 
them. 

Her patron was Kevin Rudd. He made her 
Parliamentary Secretary for Early Childhood 
Education-Childcare reporting to him. He then 
tied the gift in barbed wire by also instructing her 
to report to Julia Gillard.

Predictably Gillard, who had done the hard 
yards (and sold a few dummies) to get to the 
deputy prime ministership, resented the neophyte 
whose celebrity was reflexive of the great and 
good she had interviewed. McKew seems unaware 
of this but is in no doubt about her attitude 
to Gillard and the part she played in Rudd’s 
downfall. 

His downfall was also hers. Possibly she is still 
in shock. As if oblivious of its dire connotations, 
she uses the term ‘tower of Babel’ about the voters 
of Bennelong where she defeated the incumbent, 
and Prime Minister, John Howard. And she causes 
generations of Correctors of the Press to turn in 
their graves by writing ‘the dye was cast’ rather 
than ‘die’. 

Pressure? A deadline-driven hack, living cheque 
to mouth? Not quite. In her acknowledgements, 
she thanks Dr Glyn Davis of Melbourne University 
for the Vice Chancellor’s Fellowship that enabled 
her to write her book. She gives no details of the 
amount of tax-payer money involved. But it would 
be safe to say more than the cost of a laser-printer 
ink cartridge. Dr Davis was once tipped to be 
Kevin Rudd’s chief of staff. The book is published 
by Melbourne University Press (paperback 
$24.95). What a cosy, not to say magic, circle. 

In Tales from the Trenches a more important 
book is adumbrated and McKew has the talent 
and experience to write it: the role of spin-
doctors, their international migrations and their 
high pay for instructing local politicians in the 
spin that may or not have been effective where 
they came from. These would have to include 
ex-Blair now Gillard spinmeister, John McTernan. 

His name would give McKew a chance to 
air her views on Gillard’s current, turbulent 
ascendancy through the AWU cumulus and to 
time the book for the aftermath of next year’s 
federal election.

The Australia of McKew’s childhood had a 
better term than spin: bulldust, and it is causing 
the engine of democracy to seize up. The other 
element in her new book might be the extent to 
which the prime minister’s office has become a 
presidential oval. 

McKew writes about receiving orders from prime 
ministerial novice apparatchiks; she fails to clarify 
why she obeyed them. After all she is a nun-educated 
Queenslander, who ingeniously parlayed a brief BBC 
stint into an ABC cadetship and, despite nay-sayers, 
small-screen stardom as well as a bright, shining 
footnote to parliamentary history. 

 © Austral-Media Pty Ltd 2012.
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Weeds among the wheat

WILL JESUS FIND  
FAITh oN ThE EARTh 

WhEN hE ComES? 
[Luke’s Gospel, 18,8]

HILE IT is so forcibly laid down in the Gospels 
that the history of the kingdom of heaven begins 
in suffering and sanctity, it is as plainly said that 
it results in unfaithfulness and sin; that is to say, 
that, though there are at all times many holy, 
many religious men in it, and though sanctity, as 

at the beginning, is ever the life and the substance and the germinal 
seed of the Divine Kingdom, yet there will ever be many too, there 
will be more, who by their lives are a scandal and injury to it, not a 
defence. … So perplexing to Christians was the fact when fulfilled, as 
it was in no long time on a large scale, that three of the early heresies 
more or less originated in obstinate, unchristian refusal to readmit 
to the privileges of the Gospel those who had fallen into sin. Yet our 
Lord’s words are express: He tells us that ‘Many are called, few are 
chosen;’ in the parable of the Marriage Feast, the servants who are 
sent out gather together ‘all that they found, both bad and good;’ the 
foolish virgins ‘had no oil in their vessels;’ amid the good seed an 
enemy sows seed that is noxious or worthless; and ‘the kingdom is like 
to a net which gathered together all kind of fishes;’ and ‘at the end 
of the world the Angels shall go forth, and shall separate the wicked 
from among the just.’

Moreover, He not only speaks of His religion as destined to possess 
a wide temporal power, such, that, as in the case of the Babylonian, 
‘the birds of the air should dwell in its branches,’ but He opens on us 
the prospect of ambition and rivalry in its leading members, when He 
warns His disciples against desiring the first places in His kingdom; 
nay, of grosser sins, in His description of the Ruler, who ‘began to 
strike his fellow-servants, and to eat and drink and be drunken,’ 
passages which have an awful significance, considering what kind of 
men have before now been His chosen representatives, and have sat 
in the chair of His Apostles.

If then it be objected that Christianity does not, as the old prophets 
seem to promise, abolish sin and irreligion within its pale, we may 
answer, not only that it did not engage to do so, but that actually in a 
prophetical spirit it warned its followers against the expectation of its 
so doing.

— Blessed John Henry Cardinal Newman, Grammar of Assent, Image Books,  
   1955, pp.352-353.
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General Romeo Dallaire, heading the initial peacekeeping mission in Rwanda, warned 
New York that his intelligence indicated that a massacre was imminent and that he needed 

many more troops. He was ordered to stop collecting intelligence and the rest is history.

AUSTRALIA JoINS UN  
SECURITy CoUNCIL: NoW WhAT?

By Michael O’Connor

S TH E pol i t i c ians 
a n d  m e d i a  h a v e 
breathlessly informed 
us, Australia has been 
elected to the United 
Na t i o n s  S e c u r i t y 
Council for a term of 

two years beginning in January 2013. 
The more cynical have suggested that 
the election resulted from Australia’s 
substantially increased foreign aid 
payments especially in Africa. The 
implication is that Australia bribed 
its way to the Council but probably 
the reality is that Australia sought the 
position and, as a founding and loyal 
member of the UN, won it on merit. 
After all the competition from the 
‘European and Others’ bloc – Finland 
and Luxembourg – were hardly great 
rivals.

The real question is why we 
bothered and what now to do with 
this appointment, our first since 
1986. Australia actively sought the 
appointment following the election of 
the Rudd Labor government in 2007. 
Labor prides itself on its multilateral 
approach to international relations 
and this latest effort follows on that 
won by the Hawke government and 
its internationalist Foreign Minister, 
Gareth Evans.  Coalition governments, 
while supporting the UN financially and 
otherwise, tend to place more store in 
bilateral dealings on the international 
scene.

Australia is now one of 15 members 
of the Council. Other than the five 
permanent members, the only other 
members of any substance- measured 
by economic size – are Australia, 
Pakistan, South Korea and Argentina.  
Morocco, Azerbaijan, Guatemala, 

Luxembourg, Rwanda and Togo make 
up the numbers.

Under the United Nations Charter, 
the Security Council is primarily 
responsible for maintaining peace 
and security throughout the world. In 
theory, it has enormous powers but can 
rarely agree to use them effectively. Any 

one of the five permanent members, 
United States, Russia, China, Britain 
and France, can stymie an initiative by 
voting against a draft resolution of the 
Council. 

This veto power granted to the 
major victorious powers of World War 
II has been an obstacle to the UN’s 
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effectiveness since its foundation in 
1945. Throughout the Cold War, the 
former Soviet Union more often than 
not exercised its veto to prevent UN 
action against a client state. China is 
cautious about the use of the veto, 
preferring to abstain in a vote on a 
resolution that does not directly affect 
its own interests.

With the end of the Cold War and 
the loss of Soviet support for a range 
of insurgencies, the Council was able to 
embark on an extensive peacekeeping 
program in such places as Cambodia, 

Rwanda, the former Yugoslavia and East 
Timor. All too often, the results were 
poor either because the UN proved 
unable to enforce its policy or because 
the country reverted to chaos after the 
UN left.

Under the UN Charter, the Security 
Council may authorise a peacekeeping 
mission under chapter VI or a peace 
enforcement mission under chapter 
VII. Generally speaking, a chapter VI 
mission is relatively passive and is 
designed to oversee the implementation 
of a peace agreement between two 

governments or two parties. Chapter 
VII missions have been developed to 
enforce the peace between warring 
factions, usually within a single country. 
The Australian-led Interfet mission in 
East Timor was a chapter VII mission 
because the Howard government 
refused to consider a much more 
dangerous chapter VI mission, believing 
correctly that there was no peace to 
keep.

At the time of writing, the UN has 
16 peacekeeping or peace enforcement 
missions around the world. Seven are 
in Africa and five in the Middle East. 
One in divided Kashmir dates back to 
1948 but is no more than an observer 
group. Another dating back to 1948 
observes the truce that ended Israel’s 
war of independence. That there 
have been no fewer than four major 
conflicts between Israel and the Arab 
nations since that time seems to have 
escaped the attention of the Security 
Council’s peacekeeping task. In fact, the 
peacekeepers on the scene generally 
scuttle out of the way before the 
combatants roll over them. 

Australia has committed military 
or police personnel to three current 
missions – in Cyprus (continually since 
1964), East Timor and Afghanistan 
where the International Security 
Assistance Force acts under UN 
authority.

The use of police personnel or units 
is increasingly preferred by the UN 
where the security situation is more 
or less stable or where the conflict 
is primarily internal. Police are seen 
to be less threatening than soldiers 
but the UN experiences considerable 
difficulty in recruiting competent police 
personnel if only because few countries, 
especially peaceful democratic 
countries, have police to spare for 
foreign adventures. All too often, the 
police recruited by the UN are poorly 
trained. As a senior Irish police officer 
at the UN told me, they want police 
who can speak either English or 
French and can drive a vehicle. Having 
good policing skills is a secondary 
consideration.

When the Security Council 
authorises a peacekeeping mission, 
the UN must organise a peacekeeping 
force of soldiers and/or police for the 
force. This can take an inordinate time, 
months or years even, during which the 
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position best: “there is but one rule for 
a Catholic wherever he is, and that is, to 
do his duty there as a citizen.”

Riots broke out in New York City 
in 1863 because disproportionately 
higher numbers were drafted in heavily 
Catholic Congressional districts over 
Protestant-dominated upstate districts; 
Archbishop Hughes, quelled the 
violence.

Responding to flyers distributed 
throughout the city by Catholic priests, 
5,000 people gathered outside his 

called upon the faithful to don blue 
uniforms because, “The Union must 
and shall be preserved.”

As brother turned against brother, 
the Church tried to stay above the fray. 
The hierarchy encouraged priests to act 
as chaplains and nuns to work as nurses 
in order to minister to the needs of all 
the faithful. 

On St. Patrick’s Day 1861, when 
bishops across the nation spoke out on 
the war, New York’s first archbishop, 
John Hughes, expressed the Church’s 

ITH THE exception of history buffs, 
most people are unaware that America 
began the sesquicentennial observance 
of the Civil War in May this year.

That’s because politically 
correct media and academia have 
deemed the subject unworthy of public 
discourse. For them the thought of 
toasting courageous and honorable men 
and women of the North and the South 
is repugnant.

It was different in the 1961 
centennial year. As a young boy, 
I couldn’t wait for the mailman to 
deliver the issues of Life magazine 
devoted to the Civil War. I, like many 
kids, collected commemorative postage 
stamps, Classic Comics about the Civil 
War, and hand-painted blue and gray 
miniature soldiers. 

I was delighted one Christmas to 
receive a wonderful gift: Bruce Catton’s 
American Heritage Picture History of the 
Civil War. And, to much fanfare, there 
were the publications of two trilogies: 
Bruce Catton’s The Centennial History 
of the Civil War and Shelby Foote’s The 
Civil War: A Narrative.

Lincoln and his fellow Republicans 
regarded secession as illegal and the 
Union as more important than states’ 
rights. But Catholics remembered that 
the Republicans’ political forbears, the 
northern Federalists, had called for 
secession at the Hartford Convention 
(1815) partly in reaction to the 
naturalization laws that gave immigrant 
Catholics the right to vote. 

They also knew that the North hid 
behind “states’ rights” in order to evade 
the Dred Scott decision and to ignore 
the Fugitive Slave Law. Catholics well 
gauged the grandstanding on both 
sides because few were either Southern 
slave owners or proprietors of Northern 
manufacturing plants who viewed 
slavery as an unfair labor advantage. 

Most Irish Catholics in the North 
agreed to fight essentially for one 
reason – to preserve the Union at all 
costs. On the other hand, German-
Catholics in Pennsylvania and the 
Midwest agreed to fight because they 
staunchly opposed slavery and its 
extension into new territories.

Finally, all Catholics realized that 
the war gave them the opportunity to 
show their appreciation of, loyalty to, 
and solidarity with their adopted nation. 
From scores of Northern pulpits, priests 
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on the country concerned would be 
adequate. 

And it is a fact that General 
Romeo Dallaire, heading the initial 
peacekeeping mission in Rwanda, 
warned New York that his intelligence 
indicated that a massacre was imminent 
and that he needed many more troops. 
He was ordered to stop collecting 
intelligence and the rest is history. 
More recently, under UN pressure, an 
Australian intelligence soldier was sent 
home because he was attempting to 
recruit agents among the East Timorese 
militia groups in West Timor.

So, despite its 64 years of 
attempting peacekeeping, the UN 
has a lot not so much to learn as to 
overcome, namely: some hidebound 
ideas and its ponderous bureaucracy. 
Can Australia’s membership of the 
Security Council make a difference? 
The next two years will tell.

MICHAEL O’CONNOR is a former patrol officer 
in Papua New Guinea. He also served in the Royal 
Australian Navy as an intelligence officer. 

When this was not approved, that 
major military power, Bermuda, 
successfully moved in the General 
Assembly’s finance committee that 
these zero-cost staff officers should be 
sent home!

Yasushi Akashi, formerly 
the Secretary-General’s Special 
Representative in Cambodia and Bosnia 
was appalled when I suggested to him 
that the peacekeeping organisation 
needed a capable intelligence body. He 
asserted that a panel of academic experts 

security situation invariably gets worse. 
Too many of the troops are not well 
trained and are proposed by their own 
countries because the UN pays more 
than they pay for their own personnel. 
Thus the home country’s defence 
budget receives a boost. 

On a personal note, my eldest 
son, then an Australian soldier, was 
deployed to the UN peacekeeping 
mission in Namibia in 1989-90. 
His unit of combat engineers were 
committed to engineering tasks, 
especially mine clearance, but quickly 
found that other international forces 
were reluctant to engage in their 
tasks of riot control. As a result, the 
Australians were frequently called 
upon for the seemingly dangerous 
riot control tasks because they would 
always respond.

William Shawcross in his important 
2000 book Deliver Us From Evil 
emphasises a waterfall of difficulties 
beginning with the Security Council 
itself. Because the Council members 
are primarily diplomats and servants 
of their home governments, they bring 
their governments’ policies to the table; 
there is and cannot be a corporate view 
free of the bargaining of international 
diplomacy. 

Even if a policy is agreed, it takes 
time. Then the Secretary-General must 
cobble together a force adequate for 
the job and hopefully one not bound 
by the extraordinarily restrictive rules 
of engagement insisted on by the 
Council’s diplomats. 

Diplomats the world over are not 
very good at matters military, especially 
when pontificating from the comfort of 
UN headquarters in New York. Being 
ever reluctant to authorise the use 
of force, neither are they very good 
at taking advice from their military 
advisers. 

In the late 1990s, a number of 
Western countries including the US, 
Britain, Australia, New Zealand and 
Germany offered at their own expense 
a team of highly trained and capable 
military staff officers to boost the 
UN’s planning capabilities. The offer 
was gratefully accepted and they went 
to work with a will. The problem was 
that other countries, accustomed to 
the UN’s ingrained jobs-for- the-boys 
ethos thought that they should have 
a piece of the action for their people. 

Matteo ricci 
did not put china at the 

centre of the world

IT IS NOT correct to say that the map made by the Jesuit priest Matteo 
Ricci in the late 16th early-17th century puts China at the centre of the 

world, noted scholar Father Gianni Criveller of the Pontifical Institute for 
Foreign Missions – an expert on the work of Ricci in China – told AsiaNews.

‘It’s an undying legend that Ricci placed China at the centre of his 
map and also that he represented it as being larger than the rest of the 
world ‘ observed Fathert Criveller.  In contrast, the centre of the map is 
the Pacific Ocean and the central meridian falls with Japan to the east, 
leaving Europe, Africa and Asia to the left (of the observer), and the 
Americas on the right. 

Fr. Criveller stresses that ‘you only need to look at Ricci’s map to 
understand that this [claim] is not true’ and he illustrates the reproduction 
of various editions of the map, taken from the ‘ Ricciane Sources’ of the 
Jesuit Father Pasquale D’Elia. 

He refers people to what Father Ricci himself wrote in his diary: ‘On the 
entrance in China of the Society of Jesus and Christianity,’ which notes 
that some ‘scholars’ were unhappy to see that China was not placed in 
the centre of the world and that it seemed small.  But we continue to read, 
even in prestigious publications edited by trained people, that Ricci has put 
China at the centre of the world, to please the Chinese, as sign of respect 
to China and compliance with its customs.’ The priest recalled that, during 
a symposium held in November 2009 in the Macau Ricci Institute, the 
cartographer Angelo Cattaneo rejected once and for all this inaccurate view.

- Annie Lam, Matteo Ricci maps did not put China at the centre of the World, Asia News, 
January 26, 2010
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moviEsQuartet

No need to gabble about the 
charms of a drama-comedy where the 
title quartet comprises the players, 
Tom Courtney, Billy Connelly, Pauline 
Collins and Maggie Smith.

Without spoiling the plot surprises, 
no clues can be given except that the 
location is a stately home for retired 
musicians engaged in rehearsing for a 
fund-raiser gala.

Working from Ronald Harwood’s 
stage play, Dustin Hoffman directs with 
due respect for the quartet’s individual 
and interactive talents. Occasionally 
you sense each of them taking off 
individually. Connelly, as a roguish 
baritone who gargles whisky, shows the 
shyness that lurks beneath his Glasgow 
tearaway image.

Courtney has aged to a magisterial 
presence, his metaphorical tipple: gin 
and bitters. Collins displays a veteran 
impishness. Reservation? Maggie Smith. 
She repeats what is now her shtik: 
disdain thawing to warmth that you 
wouldn’t want to try boiling a tea-kettle 
on. Smith is the funniest, wittiest player 
of her generation, Lucille Ball’s English 
cousin. Can’t Harwood - anyone - write 
a funny part for her? 

 Stay for the end credits; these reveal 
the distinguished background of those 
who play bit parts in what is a labour of 
love not lost. 

 GHHHHSFFV

Two Little Boys

Bret McKenzie and Hamish Blake 
play the boys of the title, Nige and 
Deano, schoolmates who maintain their 
friendship until the advent of Gav (Maaka 
Pohatu) who shows Nige that there can 
be more to life than madcap boozing. 

Gav’s intervention brings out 
Deano’s inner sociopath and director 
Robert Sarkies with his co-writer 
Duncan Sarkies go for a mix of fantasy 
and the actuality of having to dispose 
of a backpacker killed by Nige while 
night-driving.

The Sarkies disposal of the body 
is more gruesome than anything 
seen in Alfred Hitchcock’s The 
Trouble with Harry. The beauty of the 
location Invercargill and the Catlins 
compensates. 

Bret McKenzie already has a movie 
fan base from his, Flight of the Conchords. 

Hamish Blake has TV fans. He is a 
movie natural, great screen presence 
and even greater timing.

 There should be more of these: 
NZ-Austral (kiwi-roo?) productions 
although care should be taken that 
Australia doesn’t supervene as it did in 
the matter of the Anzac Biscuit. 

 MA15+ HHHH NFFV.

Frankenweenie

Junior critics who accompanied your 
reviewer said they enjoyed director Tim 
Burton’s puppetry mystery bag mixed 
from antique Frankenstein movies. 
Significantly, however, they said they 
would not recommend it to their 
friends. 

Your reviewer follows their lead. 
Despite its cleverness there is something 
too personal, dark and macabre about 
Burton’s take. 

 PGHHHNFFV 

The First Fagin

Drama-documentary about Isaac 
(Ikey) Solomon; exploits as a fence 
in London are said to have inspired 
Charles Dickens to create the villainous 
anti-hero Fagin of Oliver Twist.

It says a lot for the drama-
documentary’s quality that it holds 
interest despite the movie and theatre 
versions of the Dickens classic. Alan 
Rosenthal, his co-writer/director 
Helen Gaynor, and his co-producers 
Veronica Fury and Stephen Thomas 
ensure interest by filling in Solomon’s 
background in bustling, hustling London 
and the penal settlement, Port Arthur in 
what was then Van Dieman’s Land.

They work from the Solomon 
biography by Judith Sackville-

O’Donnell. Ryk Goddard plays 
Solomon without reference to the Alec 
Guinness movie take on Fagin or the 
Barry Humphries musical theatre take. 
Cleverly Goddard plays Solomon more 
as an Artful Dodger than evil-heart. 
Carrie McLean plays Solomon’s wife 
Ann, transported to Van Dieman’s land 
on fale charges

Guy Hooper is Governor Arthur who 
ruled with a fist that had never known a 
velvet glove. Miriam Margolyes, whose 
stage show features Dickens women, 
contributes linking commentary which 
is fruity rather than necessary. 

 PGHHHSFFV.

diana Vreeland:  
The Eye has to Travel

The sub-title is superfluous; it’s like 
saying, Rolls-Royce: The Motor has to 
Run. Vreeland, sorry always Mrs Vreeland 
(1903-1989), was the first Harper’s 
Bazaar Fashion Editor, and topped that 
by becoming editor at Vogue. 

At 70, out of work but still ready, 
willing and able, she took on a job in 
the costume section at New York’s 
Metropolitan Museum of Art. 

Director Lisa Immordino Vreeland, 
the wife of Vreeland’s grandson 
Alexander, shares her subject’s elegant 
economy in this tribute documentary. 
The running time, 86 minutes, is a mix 
of talking-head interviews involving 
Vreeland’s sons and colleagues, archival 
footage and clips from Funny Face 
featuring Audrey Hepburn playing a 
fashion model. Fred Astaire co-starred 
as a snapper akin to Vogue photographer 
Richard Avedon, and Kay Thompson 
caught something of the Vreeland 
imperiousness. 

 GHHHSFFV.

Paris-Manhattan

Though writer/director Sophie 
Lellouche’s romantic comedy was 
premiered at the Alliance Francaise Film 
Festival, it is what L’Academie Francaise 
has long fought against; it is franglais 
if not in language then in spirit, 
particularly in its blatant admiration for 
Woody Allen movies.

And the opening credits make a 
more subtle reference to another writer 
of English-language comedies: William 
Shakespeare.

At its core (if not coeur) Paris-
Manhattan is The Taming of the Shrew 

By James Murray
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revisited. Alice Taglioni plays, and 
plays delightfully, a strong-willed, 
spinster pharmacist called not Kate but 
Alice. 

Patrick Bruel is the Petruchio of the 
plot and comes on as a swashbuckler in 
so far as you can buckle a swash toting 
a bag full of locksmith’s gear.

Woody Allen? His movies are Alice’s 
addiction. She talks about her love-life 
to his poster on her bedroom wall and 
even dispenses DVDs of his movies in 
the chemist’s shop her father (Michel 
Aumont) gives to her.

Lelouche over-decorates the plot. 
Her work is nonetheless a tonic, a jeu 
d’esprit tribute to Allen which includes 
excerpts from his movies rendered 
more comical with French sub-titles. To 
say more would be to risk revelation of 
the comedy’s twist ending,

Nitpicks? One: Lellouche, though 
clearly a scholar of Allen’s life and 
work, makes no reference to Mia 
Farrow’s memoir, As It Falls, which gives 
her cutting version of Woody Allen’s 
break-up with her. Two: Alice’s family 
is Jewish. In a key scene, they sit down 
to dinner. The electric lights fail. But 
there are no lighted candles on the table. 
Improbable? No impossible. Auschwitz, 
Dachau, Belsen could not quench the 
candle of Jewish faith, the candle from 
which, under God, Christian faith was lit. 

 PGHHHHSFFV

Skyfall

After 50 years of movies (and 59 
years of print) there’s life in the old dog 
007, James Bond. Old? Kingsley Amis’s 
The James Bond Dossier records that 
Bond was due to leave the 00 section 
in 1955 on attaining the statutory 
retirement age of 45; accordingly he 
must have received a centenarian’s 
message from HM the Queen a couple 
of years ago. 

In the latest Bond movie, starring 
Daniel Craig, some play is made with 
the hero’s age. Nevertheless Craig does 
not have to resort to a turbo-charged 
Zimmer frame. Indeed rather than his 
trade mark Aston Martin, he prefers a 
trail bike or running extremely fast. 

The original Ian Fleming material is 
by now a worked out gold reef. Other 
writers have been hired to provide 
supplementary material more or less 
reminiscent of the original. One positive 
outcome: the more implausible the plots 

become, the more talented the actors 
have to be to carry things off. 

This means fine sequences between 
Craig and Judy Dench as M and Ralph 
Fiennes as a non-00 bossyboots. 
Naomie Harris is introduced as the 
new Miss Moneypenny but is by no 
means desk-bound. Javier Bardem plays 
a rogue agent with a snakey air and a 
blonde wig and the great Albert Finney 
tops the lot with his famous imitation of 
Billy Connelly. 

Director Sam Mendes and his writing 
team seem to have done more than 
providing supplementary material. For a 
climactic siege they take us to Scotland. 
Fair enough. Bond, like his creator 
Fleming, had Scottish antecedents. 

But the set up is less Fleming than 
his greater predecessor, John Buchan, 
specifically his thriller Huntingtower 
in which the Glasgow grocer  
Dickson McCunn, with the aid of the 
Gorbals Diehards, holds off a hooligan 
gang. 

The Bond movies have become 
heritage material; disappointing, 
therefore, to see 007 lolling about 
swigging bottles of product placement 
beer, especially since a pre-title 
sequence establishes that he is now a 
Commander of the Order of St Michael 
and St George, CMG or Call Me God - 
box-office god, of course.

 MHHHNFFV

The Master

In keeping with its maritime aspects, 
writer/director Paul Thomas Anderson 

has made a plum-duff melodrama; it has 
a plum part for Philip Seymour Hoffman 
as cult leader, Lancaster Dodd, and an 
even plumier part for Joaquin Phoenix as 
US Navy veteran, Freddie Quell, not only 
an alcoholic but a moonshine maker. 

Yet The Master remains a duff. And a 
cold duff at that: Hoffman’s Dodd has 
the charisma of a Big Mac at a Vegan 
banquet, and Phoenix’s Quell evolves 
from wild man to manic zealot. 

Anderson pushes his writing over the 
top, forcing his players into posturing: 
pull that metaphor, tote that bundle 
of clichés, get a little high and end up 
with an Oscar nomination. Amy Adams, 
as Dodd’s wife, is submerged by the 
histrionics of Hoffman and Phoenix. 
Their relationship drives the narrative to 
where Hoffman must endure the movie’s 
heaviest burden: singing to Phoenix/
Quell, I’d like to get you on a slow boat to 
China. 

By way of contrast an earlier 
sequence shows Dodd jigging among 
followers, the males keeping their 
clothes on and the females being 
rendered naked. 

As with his previous melodrama, 
There Will be Blood (in which Daniel Day 
Lewis did the great actor bit), Anderson 
achieves pretentiousness and boredom 
in equal measure. He forgets that great 
acting is for the stage not the camera. 
Spencer Tracey, stage-trained, knew 
this and underplayed for the camera. 
Laurence Olivier, also stage-trained, 
could never quite relinquish great acting. 

Worth noting: Anderson based There 
Will be Blood on the Sinclair Lewis novel 
Oil! It is not too much of a stretch to 
see in Lancaster Dodd not Scientology 
founder, L Ron Hubbard, but another 
Sinclair Lewis hero, Elmer Gantry, a 
huckster turned hot-gospeller. Which 
raises the question: did the Sinclair 
Lewis novel inspire Hubbard to start 
his cult in 1955? 

In any case, Anderson appears to 
be mining the doomy grandeur of 
Lewis’s social-realist works for material 
as Disney mines Marvel comics. Not 
that Marvel can surpass Lewis’s great 
double: he refused the Pulitzer Prize 
but accepted the Nobel Prize. 

At one point Dodd reveals that the 
secret of his cult is laughter. If only 
Anderson had been listening to his own 
words.

 MA15+HHNFFV.

Official 
Classifications key

G: for general exhibit ion; 
P G : p a r e n t a l  g u i d a n c e 
r e c o m m e n d e d  f o r 
persons under 15 years ; 
M 15+: recommended for 
mature audiences 15 years and 
over; MA 15+: restrictions apply 
to persons under the age of 15; 
R 18+: Restricted to adults,  
18 years and over.

Annals supplementary 
advice

SFFV: Suitable For Family Viewing; 
NFFV: Not For Family Viewing.
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2 days in New York

Writer/director/producer/star Julie 
Delpy, following the cult success of 
2 Days in Paris, trespasses on Woody 
Allen’s patch only to litter it with 
Franco-American stereotypes. Delpy is 
Marion living in New York with Mingus 
(Chris Rock) and the offspring of their 
previous unions, Lulu (Owen Shipman) 
and Willow (Talen Riley).

They are expecting a visit from 
Grandpa Jeannot, played by Delpy’s 
father. Albert Delpy. He arrives after a 
skirmish with US Home Security over 
the sausage and cheese he is carrying. 
With his baggage he has his other 
daughter Rose (Alexia Landeau who 
co-wrote the script) and her boyfriend 
Manu (Alexandre Nahon). 

Time for hilarity over a clash of 
cultures, heightened by Marion’s flat 
not being Woody Allen spacious but 
cramped in the style most New Yorkers 
enjoy (not quite the mot juste). 

 MA15+HHHNFFV.

Love Story

Although Florian Habicht is writer/
director and star of this romantic 
comedy, he rightly concedes lead 
billing to Masha Yakovenko who plays 
a Russian actress spotted in New York 
carrying a slice of cake, and more than 
a little of the charm with which Audrey 
Hepburn lit up Breakfast at Tiffany’s. 

Habicht’s wooing includes street-
interview advice from New Yorkers, 
and skyped suggestions from his father 
in New Zealand on how to shoot sex 
scenes, suggestions Habicht follows less 
than strictly.

It is, of course, a guerrilla film 
which, like Flight of the Conchords, shows 
that New Zealanders are way ahead 
with off-beat movies that reflect the 
eccentricities of normality. 

Habicht stretches his material, and 
would have outstayed his welcome if 
the bulk of his movie did not concern 
New Yorkers who, living where they 
do, are conditioned to putting up with 
anything. 

 MHHHNFFV.

Last dance

Director David Pulbrook and his 
co-writer Terence Hammond do what 
many writers have done: they seek to 
analyse a situation of great complexity 

by reducing it to the interaction of two 
individuals. 

In this case the situation is the 
Israeli-Arab conflict and the individuals 
are a survivor of the Holocaust, Ulah 
Lippman, and a young Palestinian 
activist, Sadiq . The location is 
Melbourne where Sadiq forces Ulah to 
give him refuge after a failed bombing 
attempt on a synagogue.

If this basic story-line fails to 
convince totally it is not because of the 
playing of Julia Blake and Firass Dirani. 
As Ulah and Sadiq they act superlatively 
to show how such an ill-omened pair 
could reach mutual understanding. 
Michael Allen’s music is an unobtrusive 
yet effective element. Despite its 
deficiencies, Pulbrook and Hammond’s 
movie is a candle against the darkness, 
a candle in the wind of democracy out 
of Islam. 

 MHHHNFFV

The Intouchables

Philippe (Francois Cluzet), as the 
result of para-gliding accident, is a 
quadraplegic. His wealth enables him 
to have the finest care but his temper 
means that he loses carers - until he hires 
Driss (Omar Sy) a Senegalese who only 
applied for the job because he needed 
signed proof that he was job-hunting and, 
therefore, eligible to remain on the dole.

Writer/directors Eric Toledo and 
Olivier Nakache run the gamut of 
Driss’s unconventional therapies and 
the way they increase Philippe’s joie 
de vivre and boost Driss’s self-esteem. 
They also conjure a sub-plot in which 
Philippe’s personal secretary Magalie 

(Audrey Fleurot) flirts with Driss only 
to frustrate him by unveiling herself as 
a Lesbian. 

Toledo-Nakache base their version of 
a buddy movie on a true story; it might 
have worked more effectively as an 
unadorned documentary. 

 MHHHNFFV.

Alex cross 

Despite his talents as an actor, writer 
and director Tyler Perry is not quite up 
to the weight of Morgan Freeman who 
originally played the title role of police 
detective Cross in the thriller franchise 
based on James Patterson’s best sellers.

Perry is merely adequate as Cross. 
Edward Burns plays his offsider in 
similar fashion. The outstanding 
performance comes from Matthew Fox 
playing Picasso, not the painter but an 
artist of assassination. He is hired to 
eliminate Cross, an old enemy, who is 
in pursuit of a shady French millionaire 
(Jean Reno) with big metropolitan 
redevelopment plans.

Such a character would not be out 
of place in cities ranging from Glasgow 
and London to Melbourne and Sydney. 
The location is Detroit. 

This gives director Rob Cohen the 
chance to contrast the city’s rust-bucket 
areas with its new glittering towers. His 
confrontation sequence between Cross 
and Picasso in an old cinema palace 
being used as a parking lot belongs in a 
less ludicrous plot.

 MHHHNFFV. 

End of watch

Writer/director David Ayer teams 
Jake Gyllenhaal and Michael Pena 
as a brace of tough but humorous 
cops working the mean, gang-infested 
streets of Los Angeles. Ayer’s take is 
so reminiscent of the classic TV series 
NYPD Blue that it begins to look like 
LAPD Blue.

To an extent Ayer diversifies by 
giving Gyllenhaal’s character a digital 
camera so that we get a raw footage 
sense of what police officers have to 
endure at risk of death. Shoot-out 
sequences are so violent that they 
raise the suspicion that Ayer like other 
directors is no longer into story-
boarding for visual guidance but 
relying on computer war games. 

 MA15+HHHNFFV

A special thanks to our 
readers whose subscriptions for 
2013 have been received. And 
a blessed Christmas to all our 

readers.



Aid to the Church in Need …. a Catholic charity dependent on the Holy See, providing pastoral relief to needy and oppressed Churches

“ … Churches in the Middle East are 
threatened in their very existence… 
May God grant ACN strength to help 
wherever the need is greatest.”      
Pope Benedict XVI

Moved by the desperate plight of Christians 
in the Holy Land and throughout the Middle 
East, the Catholic charity Aid to the Church 
in Need (ACN) has been supporting the 
country’s beleaguered Christian population.
Sadly, due to ongoing violence and 
oppression, the proportion of Christians 
in the Holy Land has plummeted from 20 
percent to as little as 1.4 percent in the last 
40 years.
Please help us to sustain the ‘living stones’ - 
the faithful themselves - who walk the lands 
Christ knew so well, otherwise Christianity 
worldwide runs the risk of losing this first-hand 
witness and the Holy Places simply becoming 
museums for tourists to visit.
ACN is helping to keep faith and hope alive 
throughout the region by providing urgent aid 
to priests, religious and lay people, offering 
subsistence help to refugees and building and 
repairing churches and convents. Please help 
us strengthen and rebuild the Church in the 
land of Christ’s birth.
A beautiful, handcrafted crib, made of olive 
wood in Bethlehem, will be sent to all those 
who give a donation of $20.00 or more to help 
this campaign.

Made of olive wood from the Holy Land, 
this delightful little crib scene is powerfully 
evocative of Christ’s birthplace.
The cribs are lovingly, handcrafted by 
poverty stricken families in Bethlehem 
and your donation helps them survive.    
(Size: 10 cm x 8 cm)
Please tick this box if you would like to 
receive the crib o

Please tick the box below if you would like to  
receive the little olive wood crib.

I/We enclose $................. to help keep Christianity alive in the land of Christ’s Birth
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book rEviEw

Giving pre-eminence to that other ‘teaching’ of eastern origin  
which speaks of the divine not as an impersonal force but as a  
personal God who sent his only begotten Son to be our saviour.

TRANSCENDENTAL CoNSIDERATIoN
By Ian MacDonald

LIM’S THE WORD for 
Max Sculley’s work. But 
it makes a stout case for 
prudence in relation 
to the three New Age 
practices of the title. 
Be fo r e  mov ing  t o 

consideration of the text, however, the 
term New Age itself needs clarification.

Brewer’s Dictionary of Phrase and 
Fable defines New Age as: ‘A philosophy 
of the late 1980s centring on alternative 
medicine, astrology, spiritualism, 
animism and the like. Two notable 
phenomena of the period were New 
Age music, a type of gentle melodic 
music combining elements of jazz, folk 
and classical music played largely on 
electronic instruments and New Age 
travellers, groups of latterday hippies 
who lead a nomadic existence travelling 
the country with their children and 
animals in ancient vehicles to set up 
camp at such spiritually significant sites 
as Stonehenge and Glastonbury.’

With the greatest respect to Brewer’s, 
now into its 18th edition, its first having 
been published in 1870, this tends to 
foreshorten the scope of New Age while 
consigning it to the past. 

A member of De La Salle Brothers 
community, Max Sculley does not 
indulge a similar tendency. He makes 
clear the global reach of New Age and 
its financial profitability. The relative 
brevity of his text demonstrates that his 
25-year commitment to adult education, 
mostly with Catholics but also on 
occasion with Protestants, means that he 
is so deeply across his research material 
that he can summarise it with forceful 
clarity.   

At the core of his summary is the 
perception that neither Yoga, Tai Chi 
nor Reiki can be deemed more or 
less therapeutic disciplines or ‘energy 

systems’. Where they aspire to union 
with an impersonal force through 
ASC (Altered State of Consciousness), 
Christianity is centred on a personal, 
redemptive God. 

Moreover the ‘energy systems’ 
cannot be detached from the 
philosophies that inspires them 
including Buddhism and Taoism. It 
is a perception based on interviews 
with a broad spectrum of people who 
took up the disciplines for health and 
fitness benefits only to find they led to 
underlying hazards that involved occult 
influences. 

In recording this testimony, Sculley 
uses pseudonyms. But he abandons 
pseudonyms to discuss a number of 
clerics who attempted a merger of 
Catholicism and Yoga, Or vice versa: 
‘Yoga has made significant entries into 
the Catholic Church. One movement 
was centred in India and the other in 
France, occurring almost simultaneously 
in the 1950s.’ 

He goes on to discuss and dissect 
the work of the Benedictine Dom Bede 
Griffiths, who sought to combine Hindu 
yoga with Christianity, and the French 
monk Jean Marie Dechanet who tried to 
divorce yoga from its Hindu roots and 
establish a purely Christian variety.

He moves then to three American 
Trappist monks, Thomas Merton, 
Thomas Keating and Basil Pennington 
who ventured on a similar quest to 
unify Eastern philosophies and practices 
with Christianity. 

Merton was by far the most 
celebrated of the trio. Max Sculley 
evaluates him with respect for his 
views on Japanese Zen techniques but 
makes his disapproval clear in a style 
applicable to other would-be unifiers: 
‘One of Merton’s major errors was 
to confuse a mind emptying human 
technique with Christian contemplation 
which is always a grace of God.’

In support of this view, Max 
Sculley turns to the then Prefect of the 
Congregation for the Doctrine of Faith, 
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger (now Pope 
Benedict XVI) who issued a letter to all 
Catholic bishops, On Some Aspects of 
Christian Meditation.  

The letter provided for Christians 
seeking to fuse Zen, Transcendental 
Meditation or Yoga with Christian 
prayer. Max Sculley cites one passage 
verbatim: ‘Still others [Christians] 
do not hesitate to place that absolute 

Yoga Tai Chi Reiki: A Guide for all 
Christians, by Max Sculley, Modotti 

Press (Connor Court imprint) rrp 
$24.95.
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without images or concepts which is 
proper to Buddhist theory on the same 
level as the majesty of God revealed in 
Christ which towers above finite reality.’

The letter went on to quote the Pope 
of the time John Paul II: ‘…the call of 
Teresa of Jesus advocating a prayer 
completely centred on Christ is valid 
even in our day against some methods 
of prayer which are not inspired by 
the Gospel and which in practice tend 
to set Christ aside in preference for a 
mental void which makes not sense to 
Christianity.’

No doubt John Paul II included in 
Christ-centred prayer meditation on the 
mysteries of the rosary and the stations 
of the cross.

Max Sculley provides an invaluable 
glossary of New Age terminology. 
Perhaps the most positive aspect of his 
work is that while dismissive, it fills the 
gap it has made. 

He cites a DVD described as, ‘A 
Christian Alternative to Yoga’. Its author 
is an American Fitness Specialist who 
gave New Ageism for Christianity. Max 
Sculley quotes her: ‘I was looking for 
a gentler form of exercise. I’d been 
doing aerobics, and wanted to do some 
stretching and strengthening exercises, 
but I wanted absolutely nothing to do 
with yoga…’ 

The result was ‘Praise Moves’ – a 
set of 21 postures, ‘each animated by a 
passage of scripture. For example, the 
Eagle posture is accompanied by the 
speaking aloud of this verse: “ Those 
who wait upon the Lord shall renew 
their strength; they shall mount up with 
wings of eagles; they shall run and not 
be weary; they shall walk and not faint”.’ 

In sum, the book is a marvel of 
concise, writing; not only does it 
analyse the title subjects but it gives 
them their context in the philosophies 
of China, India and Japan and, while 
respectful of these philosophies, gives 
pre-eminence to that other teaching 
of eastern origin which speaks of the 
divine not as an impersonal force but 
as a personal God who sent his only 
begotten Son to be our saviour. 

The work deserves to be widely 
circulated among teachers, clergy 
and religious, particularly those 
who deem Yoga, Tai Chi and Reiki 
totally compatible with the practice of 
Christianity.

 Ian MacDonald is the pen-name of a well-known 
Sydney journalist.
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