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Let us not be 
dumb watch-

dogs, or silent 
spectators; Let 
us be watchful 
s h e p h e r d s , 
guarding the 
flock of Christ.
– St Boniface, 672-754 
Apostle to the German 
peoples, Letters, 78. 
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John’s College, University of Sydney. St John’s was the 
first Catholic University College to be set up in the English 
speaking world since the reformation. St Thomas More 
1477-1535, was Lord Chancellor of England. He opposed 
Henry VIII’s claim to be Supreme Head of the Church in 
England, and after refusing to take the Oath of Supremacy, 
was convicted of treason and beheaded. His final words 
were: ‘I die the king’s good servant, and God’s first’. See 
pages 14-16 in this issue for the second in a series of 
articles on Henry VIII’s suppression and despoliation of 
the Monasteries.

Back Cover:  Annals Australasia turns 129 this year.  Help 
support Australia’s oldest and most popular Catholic 
journal by encouraging your friends and relatives to 
subscribe.  Or send them a gift subscription for Christmas 
or the New Year. See page 20 of this issue for a subscription 
form, and page 9 for a gift subscription form.



DON’T FEAR DEATH – 
LOVE ETERNAL LIFE

The world and its allurements will pass away, 
but the man who has done the will of God 
shall live for ever. Our part, my dear brothers, 

is to be single-minded, firm in faith, and steadfast 
in courage, ready for God’s will, whatever it may 
be. Banish the fear of death and think of the 
eternal life that follows it. That will show people 
that we really live our faith. We ought never to 
forget, beloved, that we have renounced the world. 
We are living here now as aliens and only for 
a time. When the day of our homecoming puts 
an end to our exile, frees us from the bonds of 
the world and restores us to paradise and to a 
kingdom, we should welcome it.

– St Cyprian of Carthage [martyred in 258 ad], Sermon on Mortality 18,2. From the 
Roman Breviary, Matins for Friday in Week 34 of the Year.
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SING ME A SONG

Sing me a song with the ring of 
truth in it,
Sing me a song with the freshness 

of youth in it,
Chant me a paean of joy;
I’m tired of the dirge with regrets and 

despair in it,
Life has too much of drab sorrow and 

care in it,
Raise me a chorus with hopefulness 

rare in it,
Plucked from the heart of a boy.

Give me the splash and the sound 
of the sea in it,
The trebles of birds and the bass 

of the bee in it:
Bring the spring’s minstrels along,
Trilling a lay with the zest of young 

life in it, 
Tender and clean with no heartache of 

strife in it:
Send me a message with joyfulness 

rife in it,
And the singer I’ll love for the song.

– John O’Brien, pseudonym of Monsignor Patrick Joseph Hartigan, 1878-
1952,  priest and poet, author of the ever popular  ‘Around the Boree Log 
and other poems’. 
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She had two withered legs and a paralysed arm, and ulcers covered her whole body. 
She lay almost unmoving in a little hut which barely gave her shelter. … ‘Are you not 
unhappy?’ I asked her one day. ‘Why should I be unhappy? Since you baptized me, a 

bright light seems to be shining here, in my heart, and it makes me feel warm and happy.’

THE WEEK THAT HAD TWO SUNDAYS
By Andre Dupeyrat, msc

rom a ridge which 
ove r looked  the 
fu r ious  to r ren t 
racing through its 
bed some fifteen 
h u n d r e d  f e e t 
below, a resonant 

voice rose through the clear night 
air. ‘H000! . . . H000! . . . down 
stream there, listen, listen!’ 

Its magnified 
tones carried straight 
across the chasm, and 
in the little village 
of Yémé, its grass-
roofed huts clustered 
upon a lofty summit 
on the opposite side, 
the desultory talk 
and the snatches 
of singing abruptly 
ceased. The valley was 
filled with an attentive 
silence. The roar 
of the torrent grew 
clearer. The crickets 
spoke with sharpened 
insistence, the 
darkened forest grew 
loud with mysterious 
rustlings.

‘H000! . . . down 
stream there, H000!’  

A second time the 
call of the Papuan 
bush telephone 
resounded through 
Yémé. Upon which, in the 
communal hut where the men-were 
gathered for their usual evening 
gossip, a young man handed his 
long bamboo pipe to a neighbour, 

sprang on to the outer platform, 
and there, with chest outthrust 
and raised head supported on 
curved arm, quivering all over with 
the effort on the thorax, gave the 
answering call:

‘H000!... up stream there, speak, 
we are listening!’

The primitive Papuan bush 
telephone was a most convenient 

means of communication: there was 
never any trouble over mechanical 
break-downs, or temperamental 
young people at the exchange! 
It was also very efficient: for the 

smallest scraps of news were 
passed round the whole region at 
surprising speed.  So much for 
‘civilization’. 

Meanwhile, the conversation was 
now in full swing between one crest 
and the other. Heads bent forward, 
everyone listened. The mothers had 
quietened the children’s cries, and 
even the incorrigible old gossips 

remained open-mouthed.
What sort of news, 

then, were the people up 
stream relaying? Perhaps 
someone was dead ... or 
a pig had strayed … or 
someone’s wife had gone 
off into the bush with 
someone else ... or the 
arrival of the missionary 
was being announced.

This particular 
bulletin contained no 
such sensational items. 
What the people up 
stream were saying was:

‘H000! . . . Isn’t it 
Sunday tomorrow?’

In the communal 
hut, perched high on its 
thin supports, the men 
exchanged surprised 
looks in the flickering 
light of the large tree-
trunk that was slowly 
burning itself out on 

the central hearth. What a question 
to ask – whether tomorrow was 
Sunday! How should they know? 
An appeal was therefore made 
to the catechist. He, at least, 
was closely connected with the 

MeMories of PaPua 100 years ago

Procession for the Readings for Mass, in the diocese of Mendi, 
Papua New Guinea. 
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missionary, and initiated into the 
mysteries of numbers and days: it 
was his task to see that the Lord’s 
Day was observed, so he surely 
should know what day it was. But 
the catechist, with nervous gestures, 
was plucking hairs from his chin – a 
sign of great perplexity.

Meanwhile, the calls from the 
other side of the valley betrayed an 
increasing impatience. Some reply 
had to be given. The men tried to 
arrive at an average opinion: and 
it was thus finally decided that the 
next day was not Sunday, but ‘the 
day for potatoes and firewood’ - in 
other words, Saturday, for in order 
not to work on Sunday, that was 
when stocks of those two necessary 
articles were laid in.

The reply winged its way back 
across the valley. Unfortunately, 
while the down-stream group were 
debating; tongues had not been 
idle on the other side, where it had 
finally been decided to everyone’s 
satisfaction that the next day must 
indeed be Sunday. They therefore 
began to blow the horn trumpet 
which did service for a vesper bell 
to warn the other valleys… 

The people of Yémé, infuriated 
to see their own decision spurned, 
tried to make the up-stream group 
stop. So, for a long time that night, 
high above the indifferent river and 
its timeless, menacing roar, the air 
was rent with the sharp accents of 
dispute. 

The net result was that, on that 
particular occasion, each tribe 
celebrated Sunday on a different 
day. And it is quite possible that 
neither was the right one!

Those were the sorts of 
parishioners we had.  Papuans 
are men like any others, and their 
souls are as precious as those of the 
mighty of the earth. Doubtless even 
more precious, for they are more 
humble, having suffered such long 
neglect.

I see my Papuan as a Lazarus, 
still stiff from his long, death-like 
sleep, but hearing now the call of 
life and stirring towards it: already, 
he has risen on one elbow, and with 
half-fearful astonishment and slow, 

slow gestures, has begun to lift 
aside the heavy stone of ignorance 
and error under which for so many 
thousands of years he has lain 
crushed. 

One cannot ask from such a 
man those things that one expects 
from others who have centuries of 
Christianity and civilization behind 
them. Naturally, his mind and heart, 
and soul are as yet only half freed 
from the matrix, which held them 
captive: but the missionary, like 
the gold-digger who comes upon 
a nugget and lovingly cleans and 
polishes it, can already see glints 
that promise to reveal a treasure 
within that Matrix.

The memory comes to me of 
a sick Papuan woman in BaIdé, a 
wretched little village lost in the 
remotest depths of the Dilava valley 
and rarely visited, so wretched in 
fact that it had been nicknamed 
‘the village of cripples’. She had two 
withered legs and a paralysed arm, 
and ulcers covered her whole body. 
She lay almost unmoving in a little 
hut which barely gave her shelter. 
We had called her Lydwine as a 
baptismal name, in memory of the 
saint of Schiedam, whom Huysmans 
celebrated, and who suffered so 
greatly.

‘Are you not unhappy?’ I asked 
her one day.

‘Why should I be unhappy? Since 
you baptized me, a bright light 
seems to be shining here, in my: 
heart, and it makes me feel warm 
and happy.’  

‘Do you wish to go to 
confession?’ 

‘If you think I should. But I 
haven’t committed any sins, because 
I know that if I did, the light would 
go out....’

Father André Dupeyrat, msc, arrived in 1930, as a 
young priest, in the district of Mafulu in the central 
mountains of Papua, six days’ march from the little 
island of Yule on the south-east coast where in 
1885 the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart from 
Issoudun in France, first brought the Catholic faith 
to Papua New Guinea. Father Dupeyrat was born 8 
March, 1902, in Cherbourg-Octeville, France. He 
died on 29 December, 1982 at Chateau Gombert, 
Marseille, France after spending the greater part of 
his life in Papua. Excerpted from Mitsinari, London 
Staples Press, 1954. Translated from the French by 
Erik and Denyse de Mauny.

SAINT LUKE

‘St Luke wrote for  
the Greeks’

— St Gregory of Nazianzus,  
329-389 AD 

‘In the centre, round the 
throne itself were four living 
creatures …the  third had a 

human face … .’ See St John’s 
Apocalypse, 4,6-7.

ST LUKE is represented with an 
ox because his is the Gospel 

of the priesthood of Jesus, and 
the ox or young calf was an 
emblem of sacrifice among the 
Hebrews. It is a universal symbol 
of suffering, submissiveness, 
self-sacrifice, patience and 
labour. The ox became a symbol 
of our Lord’s suffering and death 
on the Cross, and is winged to 
indicate that the message it 
bears comes from heaven.
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ART IN GERMANY BEFORE 
THE REFORMATION

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH enlisted art in the service of God, making 
use of it as a valuable supplement to the written and oral instruction 
which she gave the people. Artists thus became her allies in the task 

of setting forth the beauties of the Gospel to the poor and unlearned. All 
the great artists grasped with fidelity this idea of the mission of art, and 
turned their talents into a means for the service of God and man. 

Their aim was not to exalt beauty for its own sake, making an altar and 
an idol of it, but rather, according to Peter Fischer’s inscription on the 
base of St. Sebald’s shrine, ‘For the setting forth of God’s will.’ They strove 
by the grandeur and elevation of their works to kindle admiration for 
the beautiful, and this not only for the sake of culture, but with a view to 
the moral training of the people; not for the luxurious gratification of the 
great and the wealthy, but for the glory of the Church and the elevation of 
national life.

All branches of art thus formed one great whole. Architects, sculptors, 
painters, musicians, worked in unison, all actuated by the same religious 
and patriotic intention. And it was this unity that was at the bottom of 
their greatness. 

Owing to the close relationship thus existing between artists of six 
different branches it was no uncommon occurrence for a great artist 
to work in different lines — Albrecht Dürer, for instance, was painter, 
sculptor, wood cutter, and engraver all in one. He was distinguished, 
moreover, for his knowledge of perspective and architecture, and was not 
unskilled as a writer. 

So long as German art preserved its religious and patriotic spirit 
it continued to nourish and to be a power all over the world. But in 
proportion as religious faith and earnestness dwindled, and ancient creeds 
and traditions were either forgotten or despised, art, too, declined. In 
proportion as men began to run after false gods and strove to resuscitate 
the dead world of heathendom, so artistic, creative, and ideal a power 
gradually weakened, until it became altogether barren and lifeless.

Many examples still remain to testify to the dignity of German art at 
the close of the Middle Ages; but all of them, from the splendid cathedral 
to the simplest article of household furniture, are but poor and broken 
fragments of the real beauty and greatness of that period. 

The most magnificent creations of German mediaeval art were either 
destroyed in the religious and political wars of the following centuries, 
the Peasant Wars, the Thirty Years’ War, and the later French wars, or else 
carried away to perish in foreign lands. 

Even in times of peace, during the period of so-called ‘Enlightenment,’ 
there raged an incredibly fierce spirit of antagonism against everything in 
art that bore the German stamp of Catholic teaching.  

– Johannes Janssen, 1829-1891, History of the German People at the close of the Middle Ages, 16 vols, Kegan 
Paul, Trench, Trubner & Co Ltd, 1905. Vol 1, General Books ed. Memphis USA, p.52. The church of St 
Siebald [referred to above] the most important church in Nuremberg, was built between 1225 and 1275. 
It has been in Protestant hands since the reformation.
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A recently university educated young woman … at an art gallery opening, asked 
my help in evaluating the pictures on view.  After twenty minutes of serious effort 

on my part she thanked me cordially saying: ‘That’s only your truth of course’.

FEELING SLIGHTLY GREEN?
By Giles Auty

 decade or so ago 
when I happened 
to be in England I 
turned a television 
set on more or 
less  a t  random 
one day to see a 

nicely turned-out young woman 
explaining something or other with 
what struck me at once as 
a very evasive look.

The questions she 
was being asked clearly 
troubled her and it took 
me another minute or 
two to grasp that the 
subject of the program 
was climate change and 
that the young woman 
in question came from 
a university research 
department which 
often promoted highly 
controversial ideas on the 
subject but also received, 
by happy coincidence, 
an extremely generous 
government grant. 

I am not a trained 
scientist but rather 
someone who has made 
drawings based on 
observation from a very young age 
– a habit which regularly alerts 
me visually to matters others may 
easily miss.  My late colleague, 
cartoonist Bill Leak was perhaps a 
supreme example of such a habit 
of observation which he then often 
put to inspired professional use.

Some years before I came to 
Australia to live, I suddenly found 

myself appointed  to a newly 
formed academic board: the Art 
Working Group for the National 
Curriculum for English and Welsh 
Schools. Right from the start of that 
group’s meetings a large part of 
my input was an insistence on the 
primary importance of observation 
not just for future artists who 

formed only a small fraction 
of those studying art at British 
secondary schools but because 
learning to use one’s eyes properly 
makes for better and more visually 
aware citizens who may later 
oppose the ruination of their towns 
and countryside and also live much 
richer lives themselves through 

understanding art and architecture 
more fully. 

A lot of climate change theory 
always made me uneasy not 
because I am a sceptic by nature 
but because I encountered so 
many arguments which ranged 
from grossly unlikely to merely 
inconsistent. Until, that is, I picked 

up a copy of Professor Ian 
Plimer’s Heaven and Earth 
(Connor Court  2009) as a 
result of hearing the author 
speak very convincingly at 
a public forum. The clarity 
and sense of his arguments 
entirely confirmed for me 
more or less everything I had 
previously simply suspected.  
Here indeed was one lengthy 
book, at least, which I really 
could not wait to read from 
cover to cover.

However I should perhaps 
admit here that when I first 
came to Australia and made 
a number of car trips into 
central New South Wales 
how surprised I was in 
rural areas by the extreme 
antipathy to ‘greenies’ 
which seemed to exist. I 

learned this largely from highly 
uncomplimentary stickers attached 
to the windows of ‘utes’ driven 
usually by fresh-faced country 
boys.  However, the longer I live in 
Australia the better I understand 
their anger.  

When I recently asked some 
civilized-looking people I know 
why Sydney is being utterly overrun 

TruTh and/or oPinion



ANNALS AUSTRALASIA  7  JUNE 2018

increasingly now by uncontrolled 
hordes of fruit-bats I am still 
amazed by the complacency and 
arrogance of many of the answers 
I received of which ‘they were 
here before us’ was merely one of 
the more senseless.  Indeed, even 
as I write, a young, healthy man in 
Tamworth has just died after being 
bitten by a brown snake. Brown 
snakes, the second most venomous 
in the world, are currently 
‘protected’ in NSW - in preference 
clearly to human beings.  

Luckily the earliest farmers who 
opened up Australia and created 
viable rural farms and businesses 
possessed at least ten times the 
commonsense of today’s PC urban 
dwellers who all too often make 
decisions on our behalf these 
days. I grew up in the countryside 
in England and by the age of ten 
could identify any resident bird, 
butterfly or mammal largely from 
reading excellent adult books on 
such subjects – some of which I still 
own. 

I have a deep affection for the 
countryside wherever I live but 
that does not run to being killed or 
made very ill by avoidable human 
stupidities. Fruit bats have reached 
plague proportions not just in 
Sydney itself and NSW but also in 
much of Queensland.  In Bathurst 
the city’s historic central park is 
now unusable by ‘mere’ people; 
perhaps the new incumbents were 
simply attracted by the city’s name?  
I use the term plague advisedly 
for fruit bats carry a virus closely 
related to rabies.  At the moment 
this largely affects horses but 
viruses have been known to mutate. 

Almost anything which is 
unpleasant and dangerous is now 
habitually lied about not just by 
our built-in PC brigades but very 
often now also by politicians, fire 
chiefs and even the police.  Mental 
– as in environmental – has, in fact, 
become an increasingly maddening 
element of our culture.  When my 
wife and I recently and legally 
removed a stand of tall Mexican 
pine trees which took every scrap 
of light off a house we own we were 

harangued by a central European-
born greenie who claimed that the 
trees had been there for at least 200 
years, so ‘how dare you?’   History, 
natural or otherwise was clearly not 
her strong point.

Towards the end of Heaven and 
Earth the author, having clearly 
explained in great detail the 
influence variously of the sun, the 
earth, ice, water and air on our 
planet and its climate also makes 
telling mention of the human 
side: ‘Despite our comfortable 
materialistic lives in the Western 
world there are many who ask: is 
this all?  They want a meaning to 
life and yearn for a spiritual life…a 
new religion has been invented 
to fulfill this need: extreme 
environmentalism.  It is an urban 
atheistic religion disconnected from 
the environment’. 

A while ago I was at a dinner 
party where a couple of agreeable-
seeming young mothers were 
debating whether or not one of 
them should visit her frail, elderly 
relatives in Europe before it 
became too late.  ‘I would go’ said 
one to the other ‘if it wasn’t for the 
carbon footprint I might leave’.

Such are the sort of dilemmas 
faced regularly today in modern 
‘extreme greenie’ land.  The fact 
that ‘global warming’ caused 
by human CO2 emissions is a 
scientifically demonstrable myth has 

no bearing on the tenacity of the 
beliefs which simply replace earlier 
forms of primitive or extreme 
religiosity.  Ian Plimer aptly quotes 
Jonathan Swift (1667-1745): ‘It is 
useless to attempt to reason a man 
out of a thing he never reasoned 
into’. The proper use of reason 
by the human race has clearly 
advanced little if at all in the past 
300 years.  

Do you remember those grossly 
misshapen light bulbs that we were 
all supposed to buy only a few years 
ago as another aid in our supposed 
life-and-death struggle with ‘global 
warming’.  I saw one recently in 
a very run-down apartment and 
remembered the atrocious grey 
light they emitted which could 
easily have made any desire to own 
decent paintings a thing of the 
past.   However, those with even 
average memories may remember 
a particular Australian who was a 
most ardent advocate of their use.  
What might such a person be doing 
right now?   Surely not serving as 
Australia’s present Prime Minister?

In the whole history of 
international politics has there ever 
been a case of parties voted for 
voluntarily by millions of followers 
whose whole political existence was 
and is based on a physical - rather 
than a metaphysical - myth?

Greenie movements wherever 
they erupt radically disrupt the 
sensible running as well as the 
economies of numerous nations – 
especially perhaps our own.  Any 
and every unusual weather event 
is seized on with no evidence 
whatsoever by generally young, 
self-righteous folk as proof of what 
really amounts to their particular 
personal cult or religion.  Will any 
such ever grow up?  In Ian Plimer’s 
habitually calm and rational words: 
‘Nature does not obey our wishes.  
Global temperature has not risen 
in accordance with greenhouse gas 
emissions for the past 10 years.  The 
global temperature has dropped 
against all predictions, models 
and scenarios…most predictions 
make astounding claims for the 
forthcoming centuries, which are 

True Opiate 
of the People

To those suffering pain, 
humiliation, illness, and 

serfdom, it [religion] promised 
a reward in an afterlife. And 
now we are witnessing a trans-
formation. A true opium for the 
people is a belief in nothingness 
after death - the huge solace of 
thinking that for our betrayals, 
greed, cowardice, murders we 
are not going to be judged.
– Czeslaw Milosz (1911-2004), The New 

York Review of Books, 19 November1998
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not be right in their suppositions.  
Therefore until proved to be so or 
not by incontestable evidence both 
the riddle and factual truth about 
where the exact location really 
is simply remain.  In short even if 
nobody ever discovers where the 
actual site is located a truth evidently 
exists and will always exist about 
that which is entirely independent of 
human opinion.  In other words it 
really doesn’t matter at all how tall, 
short, black or white you are: truth 
will always remain an absolutely 
different notion from opinion.

Do you follow me?  
If you do you may be forced 

to agree that so-called ‘identity 
politics’ - like so much else that 
is taught today - is largely a 
load of thoughtless nonsense. 
Unfortunately for many of us a 
singular truth really does exist 
about our lives, our motives and 
even our thoughts.  These may 
or may not be be exposed in our  
lifetimes but – as is the belief of 
many – may very well become so 
in the hereafter.  Truth really does 
exist for those with any sort of 
genuine interest in finding it. 

Here are a few words penned by 
the eminent British writer and critic 
Cyril Connolly in those darkest of 
days just before the outbreak of 
the Second World War:  ‘Within his 
talent it is the duty of a writer to 
devote his energy to the search for 
truth, the truth that is always being 
clouded over by romantic words 
and ideas or obscured by actions 
or motives dictated by interest and 
fear.  In the love of truth which 
leads to a knowledge of it lies not 
only the hope of humanity but its 
safety’.

Any fresh thoughts about the 
truth or otherwise of human-
induced ‘climate change’ anyone?

giles auty was born in the UK and trained 
privately as a painter. He worked professionally 
as an artist for 20 years. Publication of his The Art 
of Self Deception swung his career towards criti-
cism. He was art critic for The Spectator from 1984 
to 1995.  He continues to devote himself to his 
original love - painting. He is a regular contributor 
to Annals. This article is taken from a chapter of 
a forthcoming book by Giles to be published by 
Connor Court.

safe predictions, as the authors will 
be long dead and buried before 
their predictions can be checked’. 

For young people who have 
recently been through our 
university system just one of the 
effects of much of the teaching has 
been a loss of belief in objectivity 
and even in the very idea of truth 
itself.  In my recent book Culture at 
Crisis Point (Connor Court 2016) 
I quote the case of a recently 
university educated young woman 
who, at an art gallery opening, 
asked my help in evaluating the 
pictures on view.  After twenty 
minutes of serious effort on my part 
she thanked me cordially saying: 
‘That’s only your truth of course’.

Because I had not been teaching 
in tertiary institutions for some 
while her remark was the first 
evidence I had that truth and 
opinion had suddenly become 
synonymous and interchangeable in 
the fashionable academic parlance 
of such places.  Indeed I even asked 
her politely what exactly she had 
meant.  Her slightly garbled reply 
involved a somewhat extreme form 
of determinism: my ‘truths’, in 
short, were apparently determined 
entirely by my gender, background, 
ethnicity, education, age – and even 
height.  But if I had been short, 
black, female, underprivileged and 
thirty years younger my ‘truths’ 
would inevitably have been quite 
different.

Investigative journalism and 
much police work rely on ultimately 
finding just a single ‘truth’ 
not several.  If I were teaching 
university students I might even 
make use of an old standby of my 
own invention:  the example of 
archaeology which rather usefully 
introduces the idea of literally 
hidden and buried ‘truths’.  What I 
like about the latter especially is the 
clarity with which it demonstrates 
that truth is in no way dependent 
on the opinions even of apparent 
experts.   

Thus the world’s greatest experts 
may believe that some buried 
historic site is located in such and 
such a place yet clearly may or may 

SAINT JOHN

‘St John wrote  
for all’

— St Gregory of Nazianzus,  
329-389 AD 

‘In the centre, round the 
throne itself were four living 

creatures …the fourth was like 
an eagle in flight … .’ See St 
John’s Apocalypse, 4,6-7.

ST JOHN, the teacher of all 
the world, Jew, Gentile, 

slave or free, is represented 
with the royal eagle which can 
gaze unblinkingly at the sun. It 
was his privilege to look upon 
the face of God, and live. He 
understood and loved the Word 
made flesh and his Gospel 
appeals most directly to the 
heart as well as to the intellect. 
The eagle is the symbol of the 
Ascension of our Lord.
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Large corporate spenders on advertising are hardly likely to be 
the subject of critical investigation on the news and current affairs 

programmes. They expect something in return for their money.

ADVERTISING
By Michael Wilding

dvertising is so much 
a part of our daily 
lives now that we 
rarely think about it. 
Except to press mute 
on the te lev is ion 
remote control when 

advertisements appear. But that is 
just a matter of shutting them out, 
not of analysing them. We used to 
be more analytical. I remember 
my schoolteachers pointing out 
how advertising slogans could be 
manipulative and of questionable 
honesty. A fellow student of mine at 
college told me how 
he had spent thirty  
minutes gazing at 
shelves of toothpaste, 
in order to work out – 
and resist – those that 
were using subliminal 
slogans and devices to 
persuade him to buy 
them.

Yet even when we 
have decoded the strat-
egies by which adver-
tisers try to manipulate 
us, and when we have 
geared ourselves up 
for a critical and scep-
tical reading of adver-
tisers’ claims and have 
resisted their blan-
dishments, advertising 
still has considerable 
control over our lives. 

Advertising is big 
business. Twenty per 
cent of budget is the 
figure often quoted 
for the amount major 
manufacturers allocate 

to spend on advertising, whether motor 
cars, soft drinks or movies. That is a lot 
of money.

Until the development of the 
internet, most of the advertising 
budget was spent on radio, television, 
newspapers and magazines. Free to air 
television was only free to air because 
it was financed by advertising. The 
same with radio. Newspapers and 
magazines were able to keep their 
cover prices low because their revenue 
came not only from sales of copies but 
from sales of advertising space.

This came at a cost. He who pays 
the piper calls the tune. If advertisers 

did not like the policies of a newspaper, 
they would refuse to advertise in it. 

In his forthcoming life of the 
nineteenth century poet and journalist 
John Farrell, Paul Stenhouse (the editor 
of Annals Australasia) records how 
Farrell became editor of the Sydney 
Daily Telegraph in 1890, only to resign 
the position after nine months because 
his political line was too radical for 
business interests and advertising 
dropped off. 

The same thing had happened to 
William Lane, later the founder of the 
New Australia settlement in Paraguay, 
when he started The Boomerang in 

Brisbane in 1887. He, 
too, had to surrender 
the editorship when 
advertising dropped 
away because of his 
political line and the 
paper was in financial 
trouble.

A d v e r t i s e r s 
wielded the same 
power in televi-
sion. By withdrawing 
advertising they were 
able to force the with-
drawal of program-
ming they did not 
like. There are well-
attested cases of this 
happening in the 
early years of televi-
sion, though it is an 
issue rarely mentioned 
today. Now it is the 
case that programmes 
that are going to 
alienate potential 
advertisers simply do 
not get made. 

iT Pays To adverTise

      Give yourself  
  a well-deserved break.
  Come and join me on
   my Coral Island hideaway,
   miles from the phoniness       
           and lies of City Life
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Advertising in effect operates 
a pre-production censorship. The 
sensitive topics are sometimes 
political, sometimes they are a 
matter of involving topics that might 
imply criticism of certain marketed 
products. But other issues are simply 
a matter of quality. If a proposed 
programme is perceived as attracting 
only a minority audience, then it is of 
little use to most advertisers, and will 
not be made.

The consequences of this sort 
of power held by advertising are far 
reaching. Much of our television 
is made in the United States. The 
United States is and has continued to 
be an immigrant society. Much of its 
population does not have English as a 
first language. For advertisers to reach 
this large, diverse audience, certain 
strategies are put in place: a focus 
on the visual, on dramatic images or 
events, and a limited basic vocabulary 
that is not beyond the reach of the 
mass of the population. Seven hundred 
words is the figure sometimes quoted.

The vocabulary of seven hundred 
words applies not only to the 
advertisements. Few people watch 
television just for the advertisements. 
The scripts of the programmes, the 
sit-coms and crime shows and so on 
in which the advertisements are placed 
also need to have a limited vocabulary 
in order to be readily understood by 
viewers with a limited knowledge of 
English. Otherwise the programmes 
will not be watched.

Inevitably, this results in a dumbing 
down, in a curtailment of the rich 
resources of the English language. 
Not only vocabulary is reduced, but 
the rich verbal constructions we 
inherited are also now lost. Complex 
sentences with subordinate clauses, 
along with subjunctives and the 
past perfect, have been abandoned. 
Subtlety, allusion and ambiguity are 
all lost. And the consequences of this 
have spread beyond television into 
the entire culture. Look, for instance, 
at the language of American writing 
today, compare the language of 
contemporary American fiction with 
that of Henry James, or look at the 
touted minimalism of much of the 
poetic production.

And then there is the advertorial, 
the piece in a newspaper or magazine 
that is in effect what used to be 
called, to use a term originating 
in the early eighteenth century,  a 
‘puff’ – effectively an advertisement 
masquerading as an article, like a 
promotion of a holiday resort or a 
labour-saving product or whatever. 
Sometimes a note at the end of the 
piece tells us that the journalist 
got a free trip in order to write 
it. Sometimes a straightforward 
advertisement backs up the article 
elsewhere in the paper. The variations 
of advertorial are legion. 

A version has moved to television 
where it is called product placement. 
What brand of motor car or stylish 
clothing appears in your favourite 
show? Were they chosen by the 
producer or designer for creative 
reasons, or were they paid for by an 
advertising agency? The technology 
is now such that the product can be 
inserted, or changed, later, after the 
initial digital recording.

Then there is the corporate 
advertising that pops up in newspapers 
and television, with no obvious 
product being sold. Is it just a matter 
of big business keeping its name in 
the public eye? Or is it a means of 
providing revenue to the broadcasting 
station or the newspaper publisher, 
with a consequent insurance policy 
to the advertiser. Large corporate 
spenders on advertising are hardly 
likely to be the subject of critical 

investigation on the news and current 
affairs programmes. They expect 
something in return for their money. 
The premier of NSW, Neville Wran, 
responded to the coverage he was 
getting in the Sydney Morning Herald 
by withdrawing all government 
advertising from it for a while.

Those magazine supplements that 
the weekend and sometimes the daily 
newspapers carry were a response 
not to anything readers wanted to 
read, but to attract new advertising 
revenue. Introduced at a time that 
newspapers did not print in colour, 
they attracted quality advertising that 
required quality colour reproduction, 
and that had previously been confined 
to magazines. The content between 
the advertisements was of secondary 
importance. 

In theory the internet was to be an 
ideal medium for carrying the content 
of newspapers and magazines without 
print, paper and production costs and 
so without the need for advertising. 
But it was realised rapidly, if not 
from the first designs, that it was an 
ideal medium for advertising. An 
advertisement direct to your personal 
computer. Income from advertising 
on their sites is one of the two major 
sources of revenue for Facebook, 
Google and suchlike; the other is 
collecting and selling personal data 
about their users.

It has been estimated that about 
eighty per cent of the advertising 
expenditure that used to spread 
over radio, television, magazines, 
newspapers and billboards has now 
gone to the internet. This has left 
many newspapers, magazines and 
broadcasters in serious trouble, with 
some going out of business. Whether 
the shift of advertising to the internet 
was justified has been questioned. 
There are serious doubts about the 
penetration and effectiveness of 
internet advertising, and the claims of 
audiences reached have been shown to 
be inflated. As to why there was such 
a huge migration of advertising, the 
answer in part lies in the nature of the 
advertising business.

The media agencies that place 
advertising on television, newspapers 
and the internet, are paid by their 

Ideal Targets

The ideal subject of total-
itarian rule is not the 

convinced Nazi or the convinced 
Communist, but people for 
whom the distinction between 
fact and fiction (i.e., the reality 
of experience) and the distinc-
tion between true and false (i.e., 
the standards of thought) no 
longer exist.

- Hannah Arendt (1906-1975), The 
Origins of Totalitarianism (1951)
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clients, the clients who have 
something they want advertised. But 
the agencies’ profitability comes from 
the rebates they receive from the 
media corporations with which they 
place the advertisements.  According 
to Mark Ritson in the Australian’s 
media section, 14 May 2018, the 
rebates to the agencies from placing 
advertisements in radio and television 
are around five per cent. But digital 
media offer rebates of twenty to 
thirty-five per cent of spending. Up 
to seven times more. No wonder the 
agencies are keen to place advertising 
on the internet rather than with 
traditional media. The weakening 
and undermining of traditional 
television and newspapers is a direct 
consequence of their dependence on 
advertising. It is not simply a matter 
of the emergence of the new digital 
technology. 

It was precisely to avoid this 
vulnerability to commercial forces 
that public service broadcasting was 
established. The original model for 
the British Broadcasting Corporation, 
which was followed by the Australian 
Broadcasting Corporation, was for 
radio and television to be financed 
by the listener and viewer through 
licence fees, together with funds from 
taxation. It was a model that allowed 
for quality productions not driven by 
commercial considerations. This is the 
justification for the continued taxpayer 
funding of the ABC. Whether the ABC 
is fulfilling its charter in providing the 
expected quality and independence is 
another issue.

Otherwise, if you want to avoid the 
tyranny of advertising’s control over 
our entertainment and information 
sources, turn to books. Except for 
some paperbacks in the second 
world war, books have not carried 
advertising. They are free from those 
pressures that control and limit what 
is available. It is still possible to find 
uncompromised quality in books. 
Even if it is hard to find bookshops 
that stock them. But that is yet another 
problem.

michae l Wi ldi ng is emeritus professor in 
the School of Literature, Art and Media at the 
University of Sydney. His latest novel is Little 
Demon (Arcadia, $29.95).
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The crown received £779,200 as a result of the suppression of the monasteries and the 
sale of their properties and possessions. This was less than half the value of the properties 

alienated, according to some number crunchers.  Within ten years of the last Great 
Monastery’s suppression, i.e. by 1550, all the money was gone –  spent as income.

HENRY  
THE GREAT PLUNDERER

By Paul Stenhouse

ast month ,  Annals 
looked at the fate 
of monastery and 
chu r ch  b e l l s  i n 
England at the hands 
of ‘Good King Hal,’ 
1491-1547,  who, 

with enthusiastic help from his 
Royal Commissioners and sundry 
others  ‘destroyed more things of 
beauty and more things of promise 
than any other man in European 
history’.1

I was prompted to look into 
the fate of the monastic buildings 
that were suppressed by the Royal 
Commissioners, and to discover 
what happened to England’s 
Catholic bells, 
by news that 
nine French bells 
of Notre Dame 
Cathedral in Paris 
that had been 
stolen by French 
r evo lu t i ona r i e s 
to be made into 
cannon and coins, 
had finally been 
replaced, and 
Paris rang with 
their peals for the 
first time in two 
hundred years on 
Saturday March 
23, 2013.

Those bells of 
Notre Dame stolen 
by the French 
r evo lu t i ona r i e s 

brought to mind something that 
I learned when I worked as a boy 
for a NSW country newspaper, The 
Camden News. The editor and the 
paper’s owner Mr George Sidman 
told me that one of his ancestors 
had owned a newspaper in Paris at 
the time of the French revolution.  
His premises were broken into by 
the revolutionaries, the typecases 
were smashed, and all his type was 
stolen by a mob looking for lead – 
to make bullets.

The thought occurred to me that 
it might interest Annals readers 
to know what had happened to 
the thousands of tons of lead that 
Henry VIII’s Royal Commissioners 

collected from the roofs, walls, 
belfreys and gutters, spouts 
and pipes of the more than 800 
monasteries, abbeys, convents, 
churches, cathedrals, guild halls, 
colleges, chantries and other 
Catholic religious buildings during 
the dark days of the English 
reformation. 

Lead was especially noted 
in their reports by the Royal 
Comissioners in search of saleable 
plunder, and like the bells, it 
is another sad and tragic tale 
of greed, with religious houses 
‘snatched by the Crown, their … 
contents carefully inventoried 
and sold off for the king’s profit 

down to the last 
pennyworth of 
nails.’2

After emptying 
the monasteries, 
and then disman-
tling them, and 
after the churches 
had been ‘defaced’ 
– as  John London, 
one of the most 
callous of the 
Commissioners put 
it when boasting of 
what he had done 
to the monasteries 
– came the process 
of selling the mate-
rials of the build-
ings themselves.   

The lead was 
stripped from the 

rendering To Caesar whaT is god’s

Tintern Abbey was the first Cistercian Abbey founded in Wales in 1131. It was suppressed 
by Henry VIII in 1536 and fell into ruin when everything that could be removed and sold was 

seized by the Commissioners of the King.
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roofs and walls of the finest and 
oldest churches without hesitation, 
and melted at fires made probably 
with the wood of the choir stalls, 
or rood screens.  Instructions were 
given, in what Cardinal Gasquet 
describes as ‘the most cold blooded 
manner, to wreck the roof, and 
“pull” the lead off some of most 
glorious architectural monuments 
which England then contained.’3

Bands of workmen went about 
from place to place throughout the 
country, lighted their fires in the 
naves or chancels of abbey churches, 
and occupied themselves for days, 
and even in some cases weeks, in 
melting the coverings of roofs, and 
the gutters, spouts and pipes from 
the building, and making them into 
‘pigs’ and ‘fodders,’ 4  as they called 
them, which, when sold, would add 
many pounds to the royal plunder. 

The same story was repeated 
everywhere in England. ‘Like a 
swarm of locusts the Royal wreckers 
went forth over the land, and what 
they found fair and comely they 
blackened with their smelting fires, 
and left useless ruins.’ 

For eleven weeks, as an example, 
the Commissioners wandered about 
Somerset, as they described in their 
reports, ‘defacing, destroying and 
prostrating the churches, cloisters, 
belfreys, and other buildings of the 
late monasteries.’ 

In what follows, the date of 
the foundation of the Abbey or 
Monastery is given within square 
brackets.

At Keynsham in Somerset, for 
example, £12 was paid to Richard 
Walker for melting the lead on 
church, cloister and steeple of 
Keynsham Abbey [ad 1166]. 

At Hinton Charterhouse [ad 
1232], Witham Charterhouse [ad 
1178], Montacute Priory [around 
ad 1078], Bruton Abbey [ad 1127],  
Athelney Abbey [ founded by King 
Alfred in ad 888] and Buckland 
Abbey [ad 1278] – all in Somerset – 
the work was repeated. 

At Bath Priory, also in Somerset, 
[ad 675] half-a crown was paid for 
the casting of each of 156 fodders, 
the result of the demolishing of the 

priory church, when the metal from 
the roofs of the church and other 
monastic buildings passed into the 
melting pot. 

At Wigmore Abbey in 
Herefordshire [ad 1179], to quote 
but one more example, it took James 
Reynolds, the royal metal melter in 
those parts, more than eight days to 
tear down the lead and cast it into 
pigs. Day and night the process was 
reportedly watched, ‘for fear’ some 
of the Royal spoil ‘should be stolen 
by the people’.

The casting completed, other 
workmen arrived to convey the 
fodders to a place of safety, where 
they could remain until purchased 
or used. 

Along the roads teams of 
horses dragged waggons weighed 
down with the lead, and along the 
navigable rivers barges carried it 
to the sea-coast. The metal from 
Wigmore Abbey, for example, was 
carried into Wigmore castle, and 
the spoils from Bordesley Abbey 
in Worcestershire [12th century] 
and Lylleshall Abbey in Shropshire 
[around ad 1145], were also brought 
to the castle in waggons, while 
from Lylleshall Abbey a caravan of 
ninety-three carts took a portion of 
the plunder to a Royal manor some 
twenty miles distant.

The lead from the great 
cathedral church of Coventry 
[fourteenth century], estimated 
to be worth £647 was stacked, 
together with that from other 
churches in the town, within the 
desecrated building. The lead, 
‘now pulled off ’ the church and 
Monastery of Bury St. Edmunds 
[built as a shrine to St Edmund 
the martyr, around ad 925] – as 
the account has it – and worth, 
according to the estimate £3302, 
remained on the site. 

Many of the royal castles, as, 
for instance, those of Worcester, 
where Henry III was imprisoned 
for a time by Simon de Montfort, 
and Tutbury where Mary Queen 
of Scots was imprisoned by 
Elizabeth in 1569, were turned into 
storehouses.  

Round the cathedral of Lincoln 
the metal melted from the roofs 
of the monastic churches of the 
district was piled for use, and 
thousands of tons were floated 
down the river Severn to Bristol, to 
be sold for export.5

On June 20, 1539, only a 
few months before the last 
Abbey – Waltham Abbey in 
Essex [7th century ad] – was 
suppressed and seized by Henry 
VIII’s Commissioners,6 the 

‘Friends of Free Government’ Unite

In drafting the U.S. Constitution, our Founding Fathers feared, above all else, 
centralized government. They understood that power once gained would 

accumulate, then corrupt, and inevitably subvert liberty. This understanding 
led them to create a constitutional order of balanced government with clearly 
delineated lines between the executive, legislative and judicial branches of 
government, operating within a federal system. Their close reading of history 
and recent experience with England imparted a deep distrust of executive power 
and the importance of a legislature to constrain this power. English history 
showed how the rule of law and constitutional tradition had been threatened 
by proclamations of the Crown and the royal court, and extra-judicial trials and 
judgments of royal court bodies such as the Star Chamber. The Founding Fathers 
understood all too well how tyranny can arise not only through a dictator, but 
through executive administration that places itself above the law. In short, 
executive administration itself, not just an executive officer— even a duly elected 
president—could undermine liberty. The essential principle of the American 
settlement, Thomas Jefferson confirmed in a 1797 letter, “is that of a separation of 
legislative, Executive and Judiciary functions.” And as far as possible, he added, it is 
incumbent upon “every friend of free government” to keep it that way.

- The Mindszenty Report, February 14, 2015.



ANNALS AUSTRALASIA  16  JUNE 2018

and historical value of the more 
than 800 religious houses that 
were demolished in Henry’s mad 
scramble for plunder, or on the 
rest of England’s Catholic churches 
and religious buildings confiscated 
by the Crown for the new Church 
of which Henry was declared 
to be Supreme Head by Acts of 
Parliament in 1531 and 1534.

Within ten years of the 
suppression of the last Great 
Monastery, i.e. by 1550, all the 
money was gone – spent as 
income.11

POST SCRIPTUM:  On 
December 26, 2012, The Telegraph 
London carried the following 
story:  ‘The English Heritage chief 
executive welcomed the recent 
prison sentences given to a gang of 
men who stole lead from the roofs 
of 20 churches in Lincolnshire, 
Leicestershire and Nottinghamshire. 
The thieves made £70,000 by 
selling the metal for scrap but 
caused £1 million of damage.’ The 
gang of six was sentenced to a total 
of 20 years prison.

1. R.W. Chambers, Thomas More, London, 1935, p.107.
2. Cf. Philip Hughes, The Reformation in England, Fifth 

Revised Edition, Three volumes in one, London, 
Burns and Oates, 1953, vol. 1, p.324. 

3. Cardinal Gasquet, Henry VII I and the English 
Monasteries, London, G. Bell and Sons Ltd, 1920, 
p.419.

4. If the term is used precisely, a ‘fodder’ was a load 
of lead weighing approximately 175 stone or 919 
kg. Here I think ‘fodder’ is being used for ‘ingot’ 
[see ‘pig’] of lead.  ‘156 fodders’ was, in any case,  a 
substantial amount of lead from the desecrated priory 
church in Bath, and local churches and monasteries.

5. For details of sources for most of the above, see 
Cardinal Gasquet,  op.cit., p.419-420, from which 
I have largely drawn for the text of this, and the 
previous article on bells. See also Philip Hughes, 
op.cit. passim but especially vol. 1, pp.328-329.

6. April, 1540.
7. James Gairdner, Lollardy and the Reformation in 

England, 4 vols., Macmillan and Co Ltd, London, 
1908, vol 2, p. 205.

8. Ibid., p.206.
9. He was beheaded for being a leader of the Pilgrimage 

of Grace in 1536, protesting at Henry’s claim to be 
head of the Church in England. ‘I am here at your 
pleasure; ye may do your pleasure with me. I have 
read that men that have been in cases like with the 
prince as ye be now, have come at the last to the 
same end that ye would bring me unto. And so may 
ye come to the same … Cromwell, it is thou that art 
the very original and chief causer of this rebellion 
and mischief and are likewise causer of the apprehen-
sion of us that be noble men, and dost daily earnestly 
travail to bring us to our end and to strike off our 
heads, and I trust that or thou die, though thou 
wouldst procure all the noblemen’s heads within 
the realm to be struck off, yet shall there one head 
remain that shall strike off thy head.’ Cf. M.H and 
R. Dodds, The pilgrimage of Grace 1536-1537, and the 
Exeter Conspiracy 1538, 2 vols., Cambridge 1915.

10. Philip Hughes, op.cit., vol. 1, p.328.
11. Tawney R.H., Religion and the Rise of Capitalism, 1926,  

p.139.

French Ambassador Charles de 
Marillac  wrote to the Constable 
Montmorency in the French Court:

The day before yesterday there 
was acted here, upon the river 
[Thames] in their King’s presence 
a game of poor grace and less 
invention, of two galleys one 
of which bore the arms of this 
King and the other with those of 
the Pope and several Cardinals’ 
hats, as I am told for I should 
have considered it against my 
duty to be there as a spectator. 
They made the galleys fight 
together for a long time, and in 
the end those of this King were 
victorious, and the Pope and 
Cardinals with their arms, were 
all thrown in the water to show 
by this spectacle to the people 
that the forces of this King are 
destined entirely to confound 
and abolish the power and the 
name of the Holy Father and his 
followers.7 
A courtier who was on the 

King’s boat found the time spent 
waiting for the sight of the Pope 
and his Cardinals floundering in 
the water after their galley sank, ‘a 
goodly pastime’ :

What a goodly pastime, the 
King’s Grace with his Lords and 
certain Ladies standing on the 
leads over his privy stairs which 
were covered with canvas and 
set with green boughs and roses 
properly made, so that rose 
water sprinkled down from them 
into the Thames upon ladies 
and gentlewomen which were 
in barges and boats to see the 
Pastime.8

Less than eight years later, in 
June 1547, Henry the Plunderer 
was dead; Lord Thomas Darcey’s 
prediction had come true9 and 
Cromwell had been beheaded, 
only a few months after he was 
made 1st Earl of Essex; the Crown 
had received £779,200 as a result 
of Cromwell’s work in suppressing 
the monasteries and selling all their 
properties and possessions.10 

This impressive sum was less 
than half the monetary value of 
the properties alienated, according 
to some number crunchers, but 
no true price could be put on 
the religious, cultural, artistic, 

SAINT MATTHEW

‘St Matthew wrote for  
the Hebrews’

— St Gregory of Nazianzus,  
329-389 AD 

‘In the centre, round the 
throne itself were four living 
creatures …the  third had a 

human face … .’ See St John’s 
Apocalypse, 4,6-7.

ST MATTHEW is represented 
with a cherub as he writes 

his Gospel. The cherub is 
winged to indicate that the 
message it bears comes 
from heaven. It has a human 
face, because St Matthew’s 
Gospel begins with our Lord’s 
genealogy, and the evangelist 
dwelt on the earthly life of 
Jesus. The cherub became 
a symbol of our Lord’s 
Incarnation. 
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GUARD WELL THE SEAL 
OF YOUR BAPTISM

IN THIS ESPECIALLY God has shown compassion to us, that 
we are alive and have not sacrificed to dead gods or worshipped 
them but through Christ have come to know the Father of 

truth. What is this knowledge? It means not denying Christ through 
whom we know the Father. The Lord himself says: ‘Everyone who 
acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before my 
Father.’ This is our reward, to acknowledge him who saves us. But 
how do we acknowledge him, By doing what he tells us to do and not 
turning a deaf ear to his commands; by honouring him not only 
with our lips but with our whole heart and soul. As it is written in 
the book of Isaiah : ‘This people honours me with their lips but their 
heart is far from me.’

It is not enough then merely to address him as Lord. Words 
alone will not save us. For he says: ‘Not everyone who says to me, 
Lord, Lord, will be saved but he who does what is right.’ We must 
acknowledge him, brethren, not only in words but in the conduct 
of our lives, by loving one another, by not committing adultery, by 
avoiding calumny and jealousy, by living lives of self-control, pity and 
genuine goodness. We must be compassionate to one another and 
avoid avarice. This is the kind of life by which we acknowledge him. 
Finally we must not be afraid of men but of God. God scrutinizes 
our lives then and says: ‘If you are gathered to me with my own and 
do not obey my commands, I will cast you from me and say to you: 
Depart from me, I do not know where you come from, you workers 
of iniquity.’

Let us move forward then unflinchingly, brethren, to face the 
contest before us. We know that many compete in the secular games 
but that few win the victor’s crown, only those good competitors who 
have exerted themselves to the full. Let us compete so that all of us 
may win the crown. Let us run along the straight course in the contest 
for immortality; let us enter in great numbers, all of us looking for the 
crown. And if we do not all attain it, let us at least come near to it. We 
must remember that those who take part in secular games are flogged 
and thrown out of the stadium if they cheat. What if there is any 
cheating in the contest for immortality? What will the penalty be? Well, 
God says of those who have not guarded the seal of their baptism, 
‘their worm will not die and the fire will not be extinguished and all 
flesh shall see them’.

– The name of the author of this excerpt from the homily usually referred to as Second Clement to 
the Corinthians, [iii,1-iv,5;vii,1-6], has been lost to us. Traditionally it has always been linked with the 
famous Letter of Pope Clement of Rome written around ad 96 to resolve dissensions that had broken 
out among the Christians of Corinth, and calling for the reinstatement of some priests. There are good 
reasons for thinking that this homily was written by one such priest, and that it was written before ad 
96 and thus antedates the letter of Pope Clement with which it is always associated. From The Roman 
Breviary, Second Reading at Matins for Saturday in Week 32 of the Year. 



ANNALS AUSTRALASIA  18  JUNE 2018

Book review

Many people in the West today describe themselves as Christian without 
going to church or having even a rudimentary knowledge of Christian 

doctrine. Forgotten is the origin of the moral logic that joins Christianity with 
civil liberty. Human equality is not decreed by nature, but by culture.

CHRISTIANITY AND CIVIL LIBERTY
By Jude P. Dougherty

N TH E OPE N I NG 
pages of this book, 
h i s t o r i a n  L a r r y 
Siedentop, Emeritus 
Fellow of Keble College 
Oxford ,  asks ,  does 
it make sense to talk 

about the West? “People who live 
in the nations once described as 
part of Christendom – what many 
would call the post-Christian world 
– seem to have lost their bearings.  
Some may welcome this condition, 
seeing it as liberation from historical 
myths such as the biblical story of 
human sin and redemption or a 
belief in progress ‘guaranteed’ by 
developments in science.”

Siedentop is convinced that, 
like it or not, we are in a period of 
competing beliefs, and it behooves 
us in the West to understand who 
we are. The West is challenged 
on two major fronts, in Europe by 
Islamic fundamentalism – a world 
in which religious law excludes a 
secular sphere – and elsewhere by 
Marxist socialism, transform into 
quasi capitalism as in China. He 
then asks, “Can the West still be 
defined in terms of shared beliefs, 
‘liberalism,’ for example?”

Liberalism, he believes, has 
come to stand for nonbelief, for 
indifference, for permissiveness, for 
decadence. If we are to understand 
ourselves, that is, understand the 
relationship between our beliefs 
and our social institutions, we 
must delve into the history to 
determine what made us what we 
are. Deep moral changes in belief, 

he acknowledges, can take centuries 
to develop and modify social 
institutions.

The book tells a fascinating story 
of how the “individual” became 
the organizing social principle in 
the West, and how moral equality 
became protected before the law. 
Many people in the West today 
describe themselves as Christian 
without going to church or having 

even a rudimentary knowledge 
of Christian doctrine. Forgotten is 
the origin of the moral logic that 
joins Christianity with civil liberty. 
Human equality is not decreed by 
nature, but by culture. The cultural 
and legal recognition of human 
equality is not simply told. Given the 
scope of this volume, a reviewer can 
only point to a few things that have 
elicited his interest and perhaps 
convey the tone of the volume.

In the first century after Christ 
we find St. Paul teaching that the 
“Brotherhood of Mankind under 
the Fatherhood of God” entails 
seeing one’s self in others. Whereas 
men are not equally endowed by 
nature, they stand morally equal 
before God. By the second half of 
the third century, Christianity had 
become recognized as a component 
of the Roman Empire. Ambrose 
and Augustine had become 
major players. Augustine’s City 
of God became a template for an 
understanding of separate roles of 
civic and ecclesial authority. There 
were legacies from the past that had 
to be dealt with. 

Siedentop insists that the ancient 
world was by no means secular. 
He identifies three inseparable 
customs inherited from pre-Roman 
antiquity: (1) domestic religion, (2) 
family, and (3) the right of property. 
Every family had its hearth, its 
ancestors, and its gods, i.e. gods 
only adored by the family, gods 
who protected it alone. There was a 
crucial distinction between public 
and domestic spheres. The family 

Siedentop, Larry. Inventing the 
Individual: The Origins of Western 

Liberalism. Cambridge MA, 
Harvard University Press, 2017, 

448 pp.
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was everything, a world in which 
obligation, gods, and priesthood 
were exclusively domestic. 

At the core of such ancient 
thinking, Siedentop finds an 
assumption of natural inequality. 
The ancients instinctively saw a 
hierarchy or pyramid. Different 
levels of social status reflected 
inherent differences in being. The 
paterfamilias, priest, or citizen did 
not have to justify his status. His 
superior status reflected his nature. 
Reason or logos provided the key, 
both in the natural and social order. 
Thought and being (or status) was 
assumed to be collateral. 

Early chapters are devoted 
to the roles played by Charles 
Martel, Charlemagne, Gregory the 
Great, Benedict, and monasticism 
in the unification of Europe. 
Charlemagne was undoubtedly 
the most important. In a reign of 
nearly fifty years he established 
Frankish control over most of 
western Europe. Given the fall 
of the Roman Empire and the 
chaos that remained, Charlemagne 
attempted to establish social order, 
create a defensible frontier, and 
suppress the ever barbarian threat. 
Above all he wanted to establish a 
Christian empire and to propagate 
correct beliefs and practices which 
he regarded as the precondition 
for order and unity. To that end, 
with the help of Alcuin, he devoted 
resource to improving education 
for both the clergy and the 
people. In Siedentop’s judgment, 
“Charlemagne presided over the last 
gasp of antiquity and the foundation 
of Europe.”

The Council of Reims (1049) 
decreed the protection of the poor, 
the sanctity of marriage, condemned 
consanguinity, and limited the 
power of the paterfamilias. Europe 
at the prodding of the Church was 
acquiring a moral identity. Pope 
Urban II’s call to halt the spread of 
Islam revealed a Christian Europe. 
In Siedentop’s estimation, “The 
Crusades were a truly universal 
event, involving all strata of the 
population. They revealed a people 
with a shared identity.” The murder 

of Thomas Becket of Canterbury 
released powerful emotion across 
Europe. Within a few years pilgrims 
began to make their way to the place 
of his martyrdom

Liberalism as a coherent doctrine, 
Siedentop maintains, was not born 
effortlessly.  As a political system 
it developed against the fiercest 
resistance of the Catholic Church. 
By the fifteenth century belief 
in moral equality, natural rights, 
representative government, and 
the importance of free enquiry had 
come to be accepted. They were 
employed against the Church’s 
claim to have a right to enforce 
Christian belief with the help of 
secular authorities. The Reformation 
put an end to confessional unity in 
Europe: religion came to be looked 
upon as a private affair, a matter of 
conscience. Mounting opposition 
to the claims of the Church was 
fostered by the natural rights theory 
of Grotius and Hobbes, and by 
the religious skepticism promoted, 
for example by Montagne’s 
anticlericalism. Calls for toleration 
widened until it even included 
atheism. The only birthright 
recognized by the liberal tradition is 
individual freedom.

In the closing pages of the book, 
Siedentop asks, “Will Europeans 
come to understand the moral logic 
that joins Christianity with civil 
liberty?” It is a pertinent question. 
The freedoms Europeans take for 
granted are challenged as a result of 
the massive immigration of Muslims 

into Europe who desire to replace 
the laws of the states that received 
them with sharia law. The old 
warfare between those of religious 
belief and “godless” secularism may 
have run its course. The religious 
camp eventually came to accept 
civil liberty and religious pluralism. 
The French anticlericals, with the 
exception of hardline Marxists and 
writers such as Richard Dawkins, 
have given up on their attempt 
to extirpate religious belief. The 
new conflict between Christianity 
and Islam may be in principle 
irresolvable – a prospect that needs 
to be faced.

Siedentop has grounds to argue 
that, in its origin, “the liberal ideal” 
is Christianity’s gift to the world. 
From the time of St. Paul, the belief 
that moral equality implies a private 
sphere distinct from the civic, one 
in which each individual is free 
to make his decisions apart from 
secular authorities. That sphere of 
conscience and free action, the 
joining of rights with duties, finds 
its expression in the doctrine we 
know as separation of church and 
state. Secularism in its ancient sense, 
Siedentop insists, does not mean 
nonbelief or indifference.

PROFESSOR JUDE DOUGHERTY is Dean 
Emeritus of the Philosophy Faculty, Catholic 
University of America. Formerly Editor, The Review 
of Metaphysics, and General Editor, Series Studies in 
Philosophy and the History of Philosophy, Washington, 
D.C. he is a regular contributor to Annals.

Memories and the Brain

RAYMOND TALLIS, a retired physician and clinical scientist in the 
United Kingdom … staunchly opposes biological determinism, or 

biologism. Biologism’s governing idea is that humans are “organisms 
rather than people,” acting only out of innate drives. Adherents hold that 
human experience “is identical with activity in the brain.” All of this is 
hogwash, Tallis says. It’s true that some experiences roughly correlate 
with activity in certain parts of the brain. But there’s no saying that this is 
the only mechanism at play in human experience. Memory, for instance, 
has no specific way of being represented by brain activity. And biologism 
cannot account for what philosophers call “intentionality”—an awareness 
unique to humans of the otherness of the world around them.

– “Neurotrash” by Raymond Tallis, in Prospect, June 2011.  
Quoted The Wilson Quarterly, Autumn 2011.
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Morality and Politics

Pope John Paul II summarized the relationship between religion and 
politics when he stated, ‘Man cannot be separated from God, nor politics 

from morality.’ The Catholic Church recognizes the distinction between 
the political community and the Church. There is a rightful autonomy of 
the political sphere from that of the religious sphere and vice versa. Each 
possesses its own dimension, spiritual or temporal, and yet morality is the 
seam that overlaps them both. The legitimate separation of church and 
state does not mean that one can separate morality from politics.  Religion 
provides the foundation from which moral judgments can be made, and 
these judgments should be applied to the exercise of political power.

- Andrew Essig, ‘Faithful Citizenship,’ Catholic Social Science Review, 15[2010] p.238.
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Book review

Before the present alarm a number of scientists were warning against the cooling that 
was to come. In 1977 the Central Intelligence Agency of the United States announced 

that the world was overdue for a new Ice Age, when the glaciers would begin to 
march again and “could usher in a ninety-thousand year tyranny of ice and snow”.

MIRRORS AND MAZES
By George Cardinal Pell

irrors and mazes 
is an excellent 
g u i d e  t o  t h e 
debate on what 
we once called 
global warming.  
As the warming 

has stopped across the world 
for about 17 years we are now 
encouraged to think of climate 
change.

Does it make sense for a 
non-expert to take an interest in 
this topic?  Why might a priest who 
is not a scientist publish another 
short article? Isn’t there a scientific 
consensus about the damage to 
the environment from greenhouse 
gases?

A few preliminary clarifications 
on Church and science are useful.  
I believe that it is no coincidence 
that the scientific revolution, 
the fantastic progress in physics, 
chemistry, biology etc occurred in 
our Western Christian civilization 
and not in China nor in Muslim 
lands, nor in South America.  Many 
early scientists were not only 
Christians, but clergy. Craters on 
the moon are named after the Jesuit 
astronomers who “discovered” 
them. The Danish bishop Nicholas 
Steno was the father of geology, 
Gregor Mendel a Czech monk 
was the father of genetics and the 
Belgian priest George Lemaitre 
developed the theory of the Big 
Bang as the start of creation.

However the Church’s 
record is mixed.  Despite early 
encouragement by Pope Clement 

VII and some cardinals in the 
1530s of Copernicus’ theory 
that the sun is the centre of 
the solar system, not the earth, 
about a century later Pope Urban 
VIII condemned Galileo and 
Copernicus’ heliocentric theory. In 
the public imagination the Church 
still pays heavily for this mistake.

My particular interest is that the 
Catholic church not make another 
big error by officially embracing 
mistaken or unsubstantiated 
theories about the causality and 
consequences of climate change.  
That should be left to governments.  
Christians are morally bound to 
respect the environment, the laws 
governing ecology and health and 
remember the rights of future 
generations, and the official Church 
should keep its distance from 
particular scientific theories.

Members of the public must 
keep an eye on the experts to 
judge whether they practise what 
they preach on seeking the truth.  
The censorship, exclusion and 
denigration of opponents are 
always danger signs and should be 
examined. It is in society’s interest 
to scrutinize whether the experts’ 
models and predictions fit the facts 
and history is always interesting 
and illuminating; especially climate 
history.

Before we come to list a few 
facts, mainly historical facts, it 
might be interesting to note some 
particular incidents and examine 
how they fit into our personal 
understanding and the prevailing 
politically correct consensus.

During the Medieval Warming 
there was a 39-year drought in 
Australia, and the River Rhine in 
Europe dried up once or twice. 
Much later we find a severe 
drought and famine in Northern 
China from 1628-48 which 
probably contributed to the fall of 

Mirrors and Mazes:  A guide 
through the climate change debate, 

2nd edition 2017, by Howard 
Thomas Brady. Available in 

Australia and N.Z. from the website: 
www.mirrorsandmazes.com.au
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the Ming dynasty, just as drought 
provoked or at least contributed 
to the disappearance of the Mayan 
civilization in late tenth century 
South America.

On the other hand around the 
time of the Little Ice Age during 
the Great Frost of 1683-4 the 
River Thames in London froze for 
two months.  The severe winter in 
Russia in 1812 during the so called 
Dalton Minimum helped force 
Napoleon and his 400,000 troops 
into a disastrous retreat.

Quite a few worry that the ice 
sheets of the Arctic and Antarctic 
are melting and retreating. In 
1942 six fighter planes and two 
bombers crashed on the Greenland 
Ice Sheet. In 1992, one of them, 
dubbed the Glacier Girl, was 
recovered from the ice sheet buried 
in 81 metres of snow, accumulated 
over fifty years.

We should always be wary of 
the adjective “unprecedented” 
because dramatic changes have 
been a constant in the climate 
history of the earth. However some 
fixed points are acknowledged in 
this quirky, non-linear and perhaps 
unpredictable story.

For most of the earth’s four-
billion-year history no ice caps 
existed at the poles, the surface 
temperature was 3-5° C warmer 
than today and dinosaurs have 
sun-baked in Antarctica. However 
a number of Grand Ice Ages have 
interrupted these balmy times, 
when the ice advances towards 
the equator, covering e.g. Chicago 
with about two kilometres of ice.  
Such an age can last 30 million 
years, while the warmer times, 
the interglacial periods, are much 
shorter, varying from 13,000 
to 28,000 years ago, so we are 
probably safe for a while.

During the last few thousand 
years the climate has also varied, 
but less radically. The Holocene 
Thermal Maximum period between 
8,000 and 4,500 years ago was 
much hotter than today, with sea 
levels two metres higher.

The Roman Warm period 
of about 2,500-2,00 years ago 

was warmer than the Medieval 
Warm Period 1,000 years ago. In 
Roman Britain we find vineyards 
in northern England, while 
England was exporting grain to 
the continent. The Carthaginian 
Hannibal crossed the Alps to 
invade Italy in 218 BC with 
elephants and 90,000 soldiers.  
Temperatures today are similar to 
those of the Medieval Warm period 
and cooler than Rome 2,000 years 
ago. The evidence for all this is 
now incontrovertible.

The Medieval Warming was 
followed by the Little Ice Age or 
Maunder Minimum (1645AD-
1710) (when the Thames froze) 
and other shorter 30-40 year cold 
snaps have occurred.

Many of the characteristics 
of carbon dioxide are also well 
established. It is one of the 
greenhouse gases with water 
vapour, (which is by far the most 
important, contributing variously 
80 and sometimes 90 percent of 
the greenhouse effect) methane, 
nitrous oxide and ozone.  Carbon 
dioxide is not a poison, but 
beneficial to life, regularly used 
in hot houses to enhance plant 
growth. One claim has it that over 
the past 100 years despite the 
destruction of many rainforests 
green vegetation on the earth 
has grown by more than 10 
percent helped by the 35 percent 
increase of carbon dioxide in the 
atmosphere.

The alarmist theory is that the 
greater amount of greenhouse 
gases from human, especially 
industrial activity is raising 
temperature levels dangerously to 

diminish the icecaps at the poles, 
raise the sea levels of the oceans 
and the number of droughts and 
storms etc.

Positing such a relationship of 
cause and effect is simple minded, 
expensive (in Australia at least) 
and either plain wrong or at least 
not justified by the evidence. The 
vast climate system has multiple 
interacting forces with different 
timescales producing complex 
effects. It is a classic example of 
E.N. Lorenz’s Chaos or Nonlinear 
Theory at work. Climate workings 
cannot be reduced to simple 
relationships between a few 
variables.

Carbon dioxide and temperature 
levels are often out of sync. During 
the Ice Age of 450 million years 
ago carbon dioxide levels were 
10-15 times higher than now. 
During a later Ice Age 300 million 
years ago carbon dioxide levels 
were as low as today’s.

During the nineteenth and 
twentieth century the temperature 
rose steadily except for three 
periods of pause 1880-1910, 
1940-75 and 1998-2017. During 
these three temperature pauses the 
level of carbon dioxide increased 
each time by 3.4%, then 6.5%, 
then 9.00% between 1998-2017. 
The earth continues to warm 
slowly.

The complexity of the whole 
system, the bewildering interaction 
of forces especially water vapour, 
the role of the sun as it wobbles 
and travels through the Milky 
Way and especially sun spots, the 
influence of other greenhouse 
gases, of the oceans as heat basins, 
ocean currents, not to mention 
solar flares, volcanoes and the 
occasional meteor or comet strike 
cannot be captured and projected 
into the future.

No computer climate model 
so far has predicted actual 
temperature changes and (to 
quote the author) they “are not 
even close to mimicking climate 
change in the real world”. The 
“hot spot” posited by models in 
the mid-troposphere has not been 
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discovered despite 20 million 
radiosonde balloon readings in the 
tropics.

Before the present alarm a 
number of scientists were warning 
against the cooling that was to 
come.

In 1977 the Central Intelligence 
Agency of the United States 
announced that the world was 
overdue for a new Ice Age, when 
the glaciers would begin to march 
again and “could usher in a ninety-
thousand year tyranny of ice and 
snow”. We shall see.

But it is likely that young adults 
today will hear during their long 
lifetimes a deal of talk about 
a cooling. Between 1986 and 
2017 a continual drop in sunspot 
numbers has occurred and history 
shows a strong correspondence 
between very cold periods, low 
sunspot numbers, high cosmic ray 
activity and weak solar magnetic 
forces. Such was the case in the 
17th century Little Ice Age and 
the Dalton Minimum in the early 
nineteenth century that helped 
bring down Napoleon. Some 
Russian scientists are predicting 
that sunspot numbers will continue 
to drop and by 2030-2040 - the 
world might be much colder. If 
widespread industrialisation does 
contribute much to global warming 
it might be useful in such a world!

It is always unwise to devise 
and implement public policy on 
mistaken premises and on scientific 
errors or inadequacies. These 
few words and indeed Howard 
Brady’s excellent book do not 
produce clear new answers but 
they do show the instability and 
inadequacies behind the present 
bad-tempered status quo.

We are forced to grapple with 
millions of climatic variables and 
the failure of all the climate models 
demonstrates that we have not 
emerged into the light from the 
“tricky, nonlinear, chaotic maze that 
stretches through space and in time”.

his eminence george cardinal Pell is Prefect of 
the Secretariat for the Economy of the Holy See. 
He is affectionately remembered by the Catholics of 
Melbourne and Sydney as their former Archbishop.

Please assist us by introducing Annals to relatives and friends. 
We need your support and we need new subscribers. 

Annals has the answer! Try it.

DONATIONS RECEIVED
FROM 02-01-18 to 09-01-18

Our sincerest thanks to the many subscribers to  
Annals Australia, who very generously send a small donation 
along with their annual renewal – this assists in defraying the 

heavy costs incurred in producing our magazine.

– Editor, Annals

2250 MRS MARJORIE STANG 5
2156 MRS J CHALFANT 17
2032 MISS A SLATTERY 75
2110 MR J J HARDMAN 17
2113 MR & MRS G B BAYADA 33
2112 MRS D GALATI 37
2121 MR & MRS C J RIGNEY 50
2207 THERESE BORG 24
4163 MR JOHN C SIMON 17
2594 MR J E MCRAE 30
2777 MR A T GRAHAM 17
3105 MR M DUBOCK 67
3977 MR KEVIN HAM 33
2021 MR J B DOWD 67
2074 MR A E KEATING 17
2085 MR D I HAMILTON 17
2113 MR C NIEUWENDYK 67
3943 FR I J MACKINTOSH OMI 17
2903 MR ALASTAIR BRIDGES 37
1235 MR DAVID THOMSON 20
2132 MRS MARY JOHNSON 11
2135 DR ALFRED RENIGERIS 367
2125 MR SANDOR VASS 17
4006 MR MICHAEL O’GRADY 67
2759 EUGENIE TASKER 67
2103 MRS J FARRELL 33
2046 JAMIE & JENNIFER STENHOUSE 50
6010 JANET KOVESI WATT 17
2871 V J TOOHEY 50
2577 MR MICHAEL GRAY 300
2304 T & K O’DONOHUE 50
3149 HELEN LAURITZ 7
2470 MR HUGH CONNELL 42
2033 ANONYMOUS DONATIONS 17
2527 MARY MURPHY 17
2044 RAY SMITH 50
3143 MR DAVID BENNETT 67
2263 MR E SEDEVIC 67
2221 MRS FLORENCE YENSON 67
4500 MRS M CALLAGHAN 14
2034 L E CRANER 20

2076 MR R A FITZPATRICK 50
2110 MARIE FIELD 17
2153 MR A BUDA 37
2074 MRS M C SULLIVAN 300
3204 MISS B FYFE 27
2021 MR A L HUNT 17
2046 MRS E COLREAVY 17
5006 PROF.I.A.SHEARER 67
2079 MR B P WALSH 17
2119 MR GERALD GOODEN 100
2046 MR J E JARRETT 17
2220 MR P J NEARY 17
2257 MRS PATRICIA MCPHEE 507
2372 MRS M E QUIRK 17
3032 REV FR S DIMATTINA 17
4059 MRS D A CARRIGAN 17
2147 MR DAVID M SMYTH 17
3147 MR & MRS T G FAHY 37
2133 MR J HILFERTY 17
2615 MR DARYL MURPHY 67
2223 MRS K A DWYER 17
2603 MRS M BRENNAN 67
2151 BARBARA T KENNY 100
2077 MRS M F DUNPHY 17
2120 TERENCE JOHN SMITH 17
3130 MR J D BYRNE 17
3101 SISTER MARIE THERESE 17
2131 MARGARET V BOUFFLER 67
2160 MRS JOAN FISHER 67
2113 ANDREW W L CHU 167
2302 MR G FEENEY 67
2165 MR H IGLINSKI 67
2046 MR GIOVANNI PALAMARA 67
2046 MRS C A GRANT 12
3550 FR BERNARD MCGRATH 200
2077 MR SIMON P MCCARTHY 167
2228 MRS N CONNOR 50
2261 DR F J MINOGUE 67
2643 MRS G ARTHUR 117

TOTAL: $4807



ANNALS AUSTRALASIA  24  SEPTEMBER 2015

Australia’s First Catholic

Bachelor of Arts, in the 

Liberal Arts,  
Degree.

C A M P I O N ’ S  L I B E R A L  A R T S

To apply, visit:
www.campion.edu.au

Email:
study@campion.edu.au

Call:
(02) 9896 9313

A P P LY  N O W  !

Campion’s Liberal Arts is a foundational degree, focusing on the riches of Western Civilisation 
as revealed in History, Literature, Theology, Philosophy, Science, Latin and Mathematics. 
Subjects are studied in an integrated way from the ancient world to modern times.

Campion’s Liberal Arts intellectually forms students to appreciate and defend our Judaeo-
Christian heritage and the life of the Catholic people throughout history, as well as the 
institutions and movements that have made the Western Tradition so distinctively influential 
in the contemporary world - expressed in the rule of law and the value of democratic freedoms 
in both religious and secular life.

Campion’s Liberal Arts formally trains students to think critically, innovatively and creatively 
- ideal skills for business, law, medicine, teaching, journalism and academic studies.

Annals Ad 2014 B.indd   1 26/11/2014   2:41:14 PM



ANNALS AUSTRALASIA  25  JUNE 2018

Pope Francis has his own theological rationale for a rapprochement with Beijing, 
whose policy is to “Sinicize” religion—that is, to give it a Chinese character. A 
cornerstone of his apostolic exhortation “Joy of the Gospel” is that each culture 

produces its own unique synthesis with the Gospel. … he is inclined to accept the 
idea of Chinese Catholicism rooted in the world’s most ancient civilization.

THE HOLY SEE AND CHINA
By Drew Christensen, sj

e Ws o f  the Holy 
S e e ’ s  p o s s i b l e 
r a p p r o c h e m e n t 
wi th the China ’ s 
C o m m u n i s t 
g o v e r n m e n t  o n 
the  appo in tmen t 

of bishops has aroused charges of 
a betrayal of the “underground 
chu r ch ”  and  f e a r s  o f  t h e 
abandonment of Catholics who 
for decades have suffered for the 
sake of their fidelity 
to Rome. Western 
journalists have been 
too easily swayed 
b y  m i s l e a d i n g 
accounts circulated 
by those opposed to 
an entente between 
Rome and Beijing.

Too many 
Catholics, Americans 
in particular, still 
see the situation of 
Chinese Catholics 
through the lenses 
of the Cold War. 
Most foreigners are 
ignorant of the changes that have 
affected Chinese Catholics in recent 
decades. They also ignore the 
transformation in official Catholic 
attitudes toward Communism and 
in favour of the enculturation of 
the Gospel in local cultures. In 
light of these developments, the 
new Vatican initiatives on the 
nomination of bishops and the 
promise of normalization of the 

church’s life in China are not new 
departures, but the outcomes 
of long trends in the life of the 
local church and of Vatican-
Beijing relations. Here are some 
developments to consider.

Joint appointment  
of bishops

On and off, the Vatican 
and Beijing have been jointly 
appointing bishops for more than 

20 years. Sometimes there have 
been problems, especially when 
lay leaders of the government-
controlled Patriotic Association 
wanted to reclaim power within the 
process, but the trend has been for 
joint appointment.

At its best, diplomatic 
coordination has led to joint 
appointments for new bishops 

to succeed to the leadership of 
both registered and unregistered 
diocesan churches. Even before 
joint appointments, most 
government-selected bishops quietly 
offered their pledges of fidelity to 
the pope. The joint appointment 
of bishops illustrated the common 
interest both Rome and Beijing have 
in the unity of Chinese Catholics.

Reconciliation between what 
St. John Paul II called the “One 

Church—Two Faces” 
policy in China was 
the goal of Pope 
Benedict XVI’s 2007 
letter to the Chinese 
church. It appealed 
for Church unity 
and unity among the 
bishops for eccle-
sial and theological 
reasons. But it is likely 
that Pope Benedict 
also regarded unity 
as a prerequisite for 
normalization of the 
Church’s status within 
China.

Intermingling  
of Catholics 

What most outsiders do not 
understand is how closely Catholics 
from registered and unregistered 
churches are already interacting, 
especially in cities. Candidates 
for the priesthood study together 
in the same seminaries. Parishes 
often share the same quarters, with 

PoPe franCis and China

Chinese pilgrims greet Pope Francis in Saint Peter’s square
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underground Catholics worshipping 
in the official parish church at their 
own times, and pastors of the two 
communities share rectories.

Time for aggiornamento?

It has been 55 years since St. 
John XXIII’s encyclical “Pacem in 
Terris” (“Peace on Earth”). At the 
time of its publication, the letter’s 
most controversial affirmation 
was its opening to dialogue with 
political parties of the left, including 
the Italian Communists. Pope 
John himself penned the line that 
distinguished between adherents 
of an errant ideology and the 
ideology (Marxism) itself. “Pacem 
in Terris” cleared the way for a new 
relationship with the Communist 
governments of Eastern Europe and 
the re-establishment of the Catholic 
Church in the East. 

But even with shifts in the 
policies of the People’s Republic, 
that opening to Communists has 
not been accepted by intransigent 
elements of the underground 
church. Might it not be time to 
apply John’s teaching to relations 
with the Chinese government? Why 
should China be an exception to 
world Catholicism’s aggiornamento 
in church-state and 
political relations?

Chinese culture  
and the Gospel

Pope Francis has 
his own theolog-
ical rationale for a 
rapprochement with 
Beijing, whose policy 
is to “Sinicize” reli-
gion—that is, to give 
it a Chinese char-
acter. A cornerstone 
of his apostolic exhor-
tation “Joy of the 
Gospel” is that each 
culture produces its 
own unique synthesis 
with the Gospel. The 
forward movement on 
relations that has Pope 
Francis’ support indi-
cates he is inclined 

to accept the idea of Chinese 
Catholicism rooted in the world’s 
most ancient civilization.

Because Francis is a Jesuit, 
moreover, who has sponsored 
events with the Chinese in honor 
of the 17th-century Jesuit and 
Servant of God Matteo Ricci, 
whose methods of evangelization 
respected Chinese culture, Beijing 
has reason to trust the genuineness 
of this pope’s initiatives. Ricci is 
revered in China still.  

Tension in the underground

Finally, one factor that led to 
Benedict XVI’s 2007 letter was 
tensions in the underground church. 
There were internal rivalries and 
factions in various dioceses. Bishops 
held onto office beyond retirement; 
sometimes they re-asserted their 
authority after a younger bishop had 
been appointed. For the benefit of 
Catholics themselves, the Church 
had and still has an interest in 
establishing order in China’s local 
Catholic churches. 

With these tensions internal to 
the underground church in mind, 
it is easier to comprehend why 
the Holy See seems to regard the 
ecclesial common good as requiring 
unity among the Chinese bishops 
and diplomatic relations between 
the Vatican and Beijing. There is a 
belief in Rome that locals could 
be assisted in dealing with these 
troubles with an apostolic delegate 
or nuncio residing in Beijing.

Over the years, there have been 
frequent reports that Beijing and 
Rome were close to concluding an 
agreement, but no breakthrough 
occurred. So people should not let 
their hopes, or their fears, grow too 
high. 

China has been tight-
ening regulation on 
nearly every group, and 
every week formerly 
trusted political leaders 
fall in anti-corruption 
campaigns that consol-
idate power at the top. 
Nothing is certain. But all 
the same, the Holy See 
seems to be preparing 
for the day when the 
Catholic Church, united 
once again, will enjoy 
a normal existence in 
the China of today and 
tomorrow.

dreW christiansen, s.j., former 
editor in chief and president of 
America, is Distinguished Professor 
of Ethics and Global Development 
at Georgetown University and a 
senior research fellow at the Berkley 
Center for Religion, Peace and World 
Affairs. Reprinted with permission 
from America, February 12, 2018.

Professor Richard Rigby, Executive Director, ANU China 
Institute, comments: ‘A caveat to the effect that - as 

the author himself admits - not all see it in this way would 
be helpful. As an explanation of why those in the Holy See, 
including presumably Pope Francis himself, and certainly 
Cardinal Parolin, are going down this path, it seems pretty 
accurate. Two points to note:  first, the reference to a 
Nunciature in Beijing. Although this is doubtless the longer 
term goal, there is nothing in the current negotiations 
about this, only about the appointment and recognition of 
episcopal ordinations. In other words, these are not - yet, 
anyway - negotiations about diplomatic recognition, which 
of course involves Taiwan as well, and the bishops from 
Taiwan have recently made their ad limina visit. The second 
is the concluding reference to the Catholic Church in China 
enjoying a “normal existence”. That’s drawing a long bow. 
What is normal? Is the situation in Vietnam normal? If 
it is, then possibly we might see something in China like 
that, if we’re lucky. I’d prefer to think of “normal” as being 
something rather better, though. Normal for whom? The 
situation of the Catholic Church in England throughout the 
penal era was, for many, “normal”.’ 

The Catholic 
Church

THE CATHOLIC Church is not 
unlike a small man sitting alone 

at a table in a tea room as drawn 
by Punch cartoonist Phil May in the 
early 1900s. ‘Suddenly a large man, 
oiled and curled, the oil being plainly 
machine oil, sits down uninvited’. The 
conversation went something like 
this: the big man said to the small 
man: ‘I’m just after punchin’ a fella’s 
face for talkin’ rot about Buller. What 
do you think about Buller?’

- John O’Connor, Father Brown 
on Chesterton, London, Frederick 

Muller Ltd, 1937, p.1.
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Real and 

Perceived Truth

There are two levels of truth. I 
refer to them as real truth and 

perceived truth. Real truth is what 
actually happened. Perceived truth 
is different. It informs most of our 
understanding of the world. It comes 
to us from our own observations 
together with the accounts of others 
– either personal exchange or from 
newspapers, television, books or 
through the various other mediums 
which are now available. 
In our acquiring of perceived truth 
we apply various filters and checks 
by which we seek to determine the 
reliability of the information we 
are receiving. If not from our own 
observations, does it come from 
someone who actually saw the 
events or merely someone who was 
told about them by someone else? 
Is the person who is giving us their 
analysis of the problem – be it 
political, scientific or perhaps a 
commercial matter – an expert in 
that field? If we know the person, 
are they prone to exaggerate? Or 
have their accounts proved reliable in 
the past?
I am sure that most people in this 
room have had the experience of being 
in cases in court which have been 
reported by the press. How often is 
that report a superficial, inaccurate or 
misleading account of events? 
You know the real truth but the reader 
is only able to perceive the truth 
through the words of the journalist. 

Try as we might to convince ourselves 
not to accept uncritically the accuracy 
of stories we read in the newspapers, 
we nevertheless rely on them for our 
understanding of the world. 
Television can create greater problems. 
Not only can words mislead, but the 
power of the visual image can be such 
that the perception gained by the 
viewer can be wholly distorted. 
Although we may remain sceptical, 

devoid of any other source of 
information, but finding it necessary to 
create an appreciation of the event, the 
perceived truth becomes our reality. 
Lawyers and judges reacted negatively 
to this study.

– Hon Justice Peter McClellan, ‘Who is telling the 
truth? Psychology, common sense and the law,’ 
from an edited version of a speech presented 
at the Local Courts of New South Wales Annual 
Conference 2006 (2-4 August 2006).
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A MIRROR OF HOPE
By Ian MacDonald

Wide-ranging scholarship 
characterises this work, but 
not to the exclusion of depth 

as befits its author who has degrees 
in History and Law (Sydney) 
Theology (Melbourne) Bioethics 
(Oxford). In addition, there’s his 
surname Fisher which appears to 
predetermine episcopal office.  

That being the case, he is closer 
to John of that Ilk, bishop and cardinal, executed at 
Henry VIII’s behest for refusing to accept the monarch 
as Supreme Head of the Church of England rather than 
the 20th century Geoffrey of that Ilk, Anglican Archbishop 
of Canterbury and sometime father-in-law of Diana 
‘Bubbles’ Fisher, superlative TV-panellist.

More to the point, Anthony Fisher is a Dominican who 
appears to write with the words of Blaise Paschal in mind: 
he, apologising for the length of a letter, said that he didn’t 
have time to make it shorter.

Archbishop Fisher has clearly taken time to make his 
work shorter: it tips the scales at 125 pages – feather-
weight by heavyweight tomes standards, say Das Kapital 
by Karl Marx, the 200th anniversary of whose birth 
is being marked, particularly by China which practises 
his doctrines in ways he may not have foreseen and has 
donated a statue of him to his birthplace Trier, Germany.  

The Fisher work, despite its relative brevity is a forceful 
traverse of topics covered in homilies and talks for various 
occasions. As he notes in his introduction, Part One, War 
& Peace addresses contemporary terrorism as well as the 
ANZAC landing and the Armenian genocide. Part Two, 
Faith & Hope, explores whether it is possible to maintain 
ideals of non-violence in the face of such horrors, hope 
when so much invites despair, a deep joy even in grief.  

Throughout his text, Archbishop Fisher displays a gift 
for setting an immediate event in the context of the past 
and the eternal future. With this goes a gift for aphorism 
and epigram embedded in his general discourse.   

Example: the Martin Place Siege, 2014: ‘One of the 
deceased was Katrina Dawson, a mother of three young 
children and gifted barrister, presumably on her way to 
chambers for another day’s service of her clients. The 
other, Tori Johnson, was the young manager of the café, 
likewise intent on serving his customers. And the third was 
“Sheikh” Man Haron Monis, the perpetrator of the night-
mare.’  

Example: the Requiem Mass for Detective Inspector 
Bryson Anderson in St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta in 
2012:   ‘Any death is a loss. The death of a loved one before 
time is worse. A senseless, violent, innocent death is even 
more appalling. But a death in the line of duty hits us espe-
cially hard… We all shelter behind our police officers’ 
sense of law and order, their character and courage, their 

instincts, reactions, negotiating and 
other skills. Detective Inspector 
Bryson Anderson devoted his life to 
providing such shelter for his family, 
friends and community. He lived for 
this and this was a gift to us all; he 
died for this and this affronts us all.’  

Example: Fr. John Fahey, born 
Country Tipperary 1883, posted as 
chaplain to the 11th Battalion, A.I.F 

bound for Gallipoli. ‘He was ordered to remain on board 
when the men disembarked the next day. Convinced that 
his higher duty was to be by their side, he disregarded 
that command and was the first chaplain ashore at ANZAC 
Cove, passing unscathed through a hail of bullets while 
men all around him fell dead…”I don’t know if I shall get 
through this,” he wrote. “we live minute to minute,”…He 
withdrew with the troops from Gallipoli in November 
1915 and was deployed thereafter in France; by the 
time he returned to Australia in 1918 he was the longest 
serving, frontline chaplain of any denomination. For 
“Gallantry under fire” he was awarded the Distinguished 
Service Order and mentioned in dispatches.’      

One reservation. From time to time the author drops 
into demotic, for example using ‘Mum’ and ‘Dad’ for the 
biblical ‘mother’ and ‘father’ or using ‘Jimmy’ and ‘Jonno’ 
for the apostles James and John.  

This may work when spoken with a smile, but it does 
not read as well in print. Unjustifiable? Consider the 
gospels of the New Testament; they were carried orally 
for some 50 years before they were written down. Much 
of contemporary journalism, including investigative jour-
nalism, is based on hearsay.  Perhaps the best reason for 
acquiring the work is as a bedside book. Its topics and 
the author’s reflections on them provide a countervailing 
force to Potato Couch Syndrome engendered by televi-
sion.   This not to suggest that the work is soporific. On 
the contrary, it has its share of arguable points. But the 
conclusion of his last piece, his homily, An Easter People 
(2016) is indisputable: ‘Like Lent, Easter is not simply 
an annual time of remembering some distant past event; 
no, Easter mean entering eternal life with Christ – a life 
made possible by the cross. We celebrate Easter on earth 
to remind us that we should always be looking towards the 
eternal Easter in heaven. So today, after Mass, feast. Even 
if like me*, you still have your personal trials, find within 
yourself the grace to join the Church in saying “Alleluia, 
Whoopee”, for Easter is a time of joy, and the happiness 
that we feel with our loved ones. or our Christian brothers 
and sisters, is a foretaste of the happiness awaiting us all in 
Christ. For as St Teresa of Avila said: “When I fast, I fast, but 
when I feast, I feast!”   

*The only reference Archbishop Fisher makes to his endurance of, and 
recovery from, life-threatening Guillain-Barre Syndrome.  

review

War & Terror, Peace & Hope: 
Reflections on Solidarity and 

Compassion By Archbishop Anthony 
Fisher OP.  St Pauls Publications. 
pp $12.95. 02-9394-3400  Online 

orders www.stpauls.com.au
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Repetitions of the Tathra disaster are inevitable in the future if the status quo in NSW 
rural fire management –  deliberately foregoing broad-scale hazard reduction – prevails.

THE TATHRA BUSHFIRE DISASTER
By Peter Fisher

he recent (Sunday 
March 18) bushfire 
at Tathra near Bega 
on the south coast 
of NSW, in which 
at least 70 homes 
we re  de s t r oyed , 

has generated wide and at times, 
wild publicity. That no lives were 
lost in an incident which started 
and blew up in a matter of a few 
hours without much warning to 
local residents, is of considerable 
consolation in what was otherwise a 
terrible disaster.

That it was a disaster that could 
have been avoided or at least 
mitigated is another matter and 
one which through my personal 
experience I explore below. For 
there has been an evolution in 
overall NSW bushfire planning and 
management over past decades that 
has led to serious shortcomings.

The aforementioned Tathra 
publicity concentrated controver-
sially around the alleged lack of 
cooperation between the local rural 
fire brigades and NSW Fire and 
Rescue personnel. Union members 
of the latter complained that the 
Rural Fire Service brigades under 
whose jurisdiction the fire was 
being fought, denied them access 
into Tathra village until it was too 
late to save many residences. 

There may be some justification 
to their complaint which however 
may not have been totally 
altruistically motivated and which I 
will come to shortly. Subsequently 
the chiefs of both fire services in 
NSW issued a joint statement to the 
effect that there was no problem 

concerning cooperation between 
the two services.

The fact is that rivalry between 
members of NSW Fire and Rescue 
and the Rural Fire Service dates 
back several decades.

As a senior executive of the 
then Forestry Commission of NSW 
I was appointed in 1990 to the 
NSW Bush Fire Council under 
the old Bush Fires Act. I was also 
appointed to the Coordinating 
Committee under the Act which 
had statutory responsibility for 
bushfire coordination in rural NSW 
between all the fire management 
authorities including Forestry, 
National Parks, the then NSW Fire 
Brigades and Rural Brigades, under 
the chairmanship of the Chief of the 
Rural Fire Service. 

At that stage the Forestry 
Commission was of major influence 
in the State’s rural fire management 
and was attempting with some 
success to promote broad-scale 
hazard reduction. The Commission 
had been for many years the 
principal repository of bushfire 
knowledge, management, research 
and innovation in NSW. It was 
the driving force behind regional 
Bushfire Prevention Associations 
and supplied most of their executive 
officers.  These Associations oversaw 
the construction of thousands 
of kilometres of fire trails in the 
remote hinterlands and arranged for 
significant areas of hazard reduction 
burning therein.

Sadly, in more recent years 
Forestry in NSW under its several 
title iterations no longer represents 
a strong fire management voice 
having virtually abdicated its role 
to the Rural Fire Service (RFS). 
This has had serious consequences 
particularly in the issue of fuel 
management.

In my time the Coordinating 
Committee worked reasonably 
well despite the burgeoning 
preservationist policies of the 
National Parks and Wildlife 
Service, heavily influenced by its 
environmentalist stakeholders and 
powerful elements within the central 
bureaucracy. This was a harbinger 
of things to come with the rapid 
expansion of the National Parks 
estate, the closure of fire trails and 
the development of the “wilderness” 
concept in which wild fires in 
remote areas were allowed to burn 
unchecked.

The green LighT To Bushfire MisManageMenT

Evaluate what 
you read

A good book deserves an 
active reading. The activity 

of reading does not stop with 
the work of understanding 
what a book says. It must be 
completed by the work of 
criticism, the work of judging. 
The undemanding reader fails 
to satisfy this requirement, 
probably even more than he 
fails to analyze and interpret. 
Worse than faintly praising it, he 
damns it by giving it no critical 
consideration whatever. 
― Mortimer J. Adler, How to Read a Book: 
The Classic Guide to Intelligent Reading 



ANNALS AUSTRALASIA  30  JUNE 2018



ANNALS AUSTRALASIA  31  JUNE 2018

Nothing in the above narrative 
therefore should be construed as 
an attack on the dedication and 
proficiency of the RFS firefighting 
personnel.

I suspect however that a 
high esprit de corps and self-
regard within some rural service 
volunteer ranks leads occasionally 
to acts of hubris in its relations 
with Fire and Rescue personnel 
and other organisations.  It is 
possible this may have occurred in 
the publicised Tathra incident.

What is not clear is whether 
an earlier presence of Fire and 
Rescue in Tathra would have 
diminished the damage. It has to 
be considered however that the 
fire blew up very quickly and may 
have been of an intensity far too 
overwhelming for Fire and Rescue 
personnel to handle.

But this was far from the 
main, largely unpublicised issue 
behind the Tathra disaster.  If an 
ensuing enquiry concentrates on 
the alleged lack of cooperation 
between the two services, the 
overriding cause of the Tathra 
disaster and those similar is likely 
to be missed - again. 

The area immediately to the 
north and west of Tathra through 
which the fire raged is heavily 
timbered and sustained a very 
heavy accumulation of fuels, 
tiered from ground level through 
under-scrub to the upper canopy. 
Under the prevailing weather 
conditions a fire storm and heavy 
ember shower over Tathra were 
inevitable. 

The Bega Shire Council 
appears to be dominated by 
Greens and its sympathisers, and 
rural zoning of the area virtually 
eliminates hazard reduction of any 
significance. 

Only a short time before 
the Tathra disaster the NSW 
Government appointed “leading 
fire expert” Professor Ross 
Bradstock of Wollongong 
University to research the efficacy 
and impacts of hazard reduction 
and the causes of bushfire severity 
and frequency. Bradstock is a 

Attending a breakfast in Sydney 
about a decade ago at which the 
then NSW Minister for Emergency 
Services was a guest, I was shocked 
to be harangued by one his young 
inexperienced staffers about 
the futility of hazard reduction 
burning in the prevention of 
intense wildfires. In the process he 
forcefully debunked the views of 
internationally renowned Australian 
bushfire experts such as Alan 
McArthur, Harry Luke and Phil 
Cheney. 

Clearly the principal agency 
responsible for bushfire 
management in NSW had fallen 
under the influence of the 
environmentalist bureaucracy. A 
new minimal burning paradigm had 
been established no doubt in the 
interests of reinforcing the Service’s 
“front line” reputation and its 
continued growth.       

The overwhelming emphasis 
since, therefore, has been on 
building resources to directly 
combat bushfire rather than 
strategic means to prevent it, 
notably through broad-scale fuel 
management. Many RFS officers 
now appear to be antipathetic 
to hazard reduction of any 
significance, endorsing only token 
“strategic” efforts. 

The Rural Fire Service has to be 
given credit over the years for the 
considerable amount of training 
it has endowed its volunteer 
personnel with, so that most of its 
active members are proficient in 
the basic elements of fire control 
and use of fire equipment. Its 
more senior volunteer personnel 
are additionally well trained in 
low-scale strategic fire management. 
There is therefore a reasonable 
degree of “professionalism” within 
its field ranks. 

Meanwhile the NSW Fire 
Brigades chief persistently brought 
to the table rumblings of discontent 
among his service’s union members 
particularly concerning the alleged 
lack of proficiency of the rural 
brigades in combating structural fires 
within statutory rural fire districts. 
This was a poorly concealed attempt 
to extend the area of responsibility 
of NSW Fire Brigades at the expense 
of its rural counterparts. It seems 
nothing has changed.   

Demarcation disputes were a 
common feature on the urban/
bushland interface particularly in 
the northern and southern Sydney 
metropolitan bushland interfaces 
and in the Blue Mountains. This 
was heightened in my view by the 
energetic enthusiasm of the rural 
brigade volunteers who mainly 
came from urban backgrounds and 
approached their activities no doubt 
altruistically but with a strong spirit 
of new found knowledge, authority, 
adventure and social togetherness. 
This was in stark contrast to 
their country cousins whose very 
pragmatic approach was simply for 
the protection of theirs and their 
neighbours’ rural properties.

Significantly the latter soon 
developed a suspicion of the 
burgeoning RFS bureaucracy 
under which they were being 
controlled, which has persisted to 
this day. In my later experience as 
a private consultant on fire hazard 
assessments for bushfire-prone 
developments, I had good reason 
to believe that their misgivings 
in dealing with some of this 
bureaucracy were not ill considered. 

It is not of insignificance that 
both the current Commissioner 
of the Rural Fire Service and his 
more highly-profiled predecessor 
rose from within the former ranks. 
They have been responsible for 
the massive growth of the RFS 
now describing itself as the largest 
volunteer fire service in the world 
with over 74,000 volunteers in over 
2,000 brigades. Significantly it has 
also some 850-paid staff most of 
whom are ranked in paramilitary 
fashion.
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theoretical ecologist and has very 
limited practical experience in 
bushfire management. Even worse 
his academic contributions to 
date, have been totally antipathetic 
to significant hazard reduction 
and have already influenced its 
diminution in NSW. Typically, 
therefore, he was reported in the 
Sydney Morning Herald after the 
Tathra disaster as stating that the 
lack of prescribed burning was 
not a factor. Yet paradoxically 
he conceded that houses were 
ignited by long distance ember 
storms driven by high winds. This 
is a result only possible from the 
heavy fuel source described above.

Unfortunately, the RFS at- 
tempted to endorse Bradstock’s 
comments by reporting that 93 
hazard reduction “activities” were 
conducted in the past eleven 
years covering 517 hectares. Such 
a miniscule effort was bound to 
have no practical effect on a fire 
of this nature and in fact gives the 
lie to Bradstock’s comments.

I note that following the more 
recent Holsworthy fire the ABC 
was quick to air Bradstock’s 
opinions on it. We can be assured 
he will continue to down-play the 
importance of broad-scale hazard 
reduction and if the ABC wants 
an unbiassed, practically based 
opinion on these grave issues they 
will need to go elsewhere.

Meanwhile the fire services 
are rightly lauded in the media 
for their efforts during such 
events but the Tathra disaster in 
particular, is a glaring example 
of the powerlessness of our 
firefighting forces in the face of 
fire storms generated by heavily 
fuelled bush.    

Repetitions of the Tathra 
disaster are inevitable in the 
future if the status quo in NSW 
rural fire management, deliberately 
foregoing broad-scale hazard 
reduction, prevails.

Peter fisher is a retired professional forester 
with over forty years experience in all facets of 
forest management. He is a former Assistant 
Commissioner of the Forestry Commission of NSW.  
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THE 
CONFERENCE 

AND THE 
PROFESSORS

But if I have stated the only 
purpose which might justify this 

Conference, then I must also say 
that it cannot possibly succeed. I do 
not bother to say that a conference, 
however good, cannot succeed in 
reforming modern culture, or even 
in correcting one of the main causes 
of its disorder, namely, modern 
education. That goes without saying. 
To expect such results would be to 
ask too much from even the best 
of all possible conferences. I mean, 
much more directly, that one cannot 
expect the professors to understand 
what is wrong with modern culture 
and modern education, for the 
simple reason that that would 
require them to understand what is 
wrong with their own mentality. 

If such a miracle could be hoped 
for, I would not be without hope 
for a peaceful deliverance from 
our manifold confusions. Since 
professors come to a conference 
of this sort with the intention of 
speaking their minds but not of 
changing them, with a willingness 
to listen but not to learn, with the 
kind of tolerance which delights in a 
variety of opinions and abominates 
the unanimity of agreement, it is 
preposterous to suppose that this 
Conference can even begin to 
realize the only ends which justify 
the enterprise. 

Instead of a conference about 
science, philosophy and religion 
in relation to democracy, what is 
needed is a conference about the 
professors of science, philosophy 
and religion, especially American 
professors whose intellectual 
attitudes express a false conception 
of democracy. The defects of 
modern culture are the defects of its 
intellectual leaders, its teachers and 
savants. The disorder of modern 

culture is a disorder in their minds, 
a disorder which manifests itself in 
the universities they have built, in 
the educational system they have 
devised, in the teaching they do, 
and which, through that teaching, 
perpetuates itself and spreads 
out in ever widening circles from 
generation to generation. It is a 
little naive, therefore, to suppose 

that the professors can be called 
upon to solve the problem of the 
relationship of science, philosophy 
and religion in our education 
and in our culture -- as naive as it 
would be to invite the professors 
to participate in a conference about 
what is wrong with the professors. 

Mortimer Adler, ‘God and the Professors,’ Conference 
on Science, Philosophy and Religion (1941) 

 ANNALS CRYPTIC CROSSWORD NO. 47 

Across 
1 One hundred and fifty Englishmen finally 

met Pope in fourteenth century (7)
5 One of Columbus’s ships has a new paint 

job (5)
8 Policeman in South Africa with tuft of hair 

from bees (5)
9 Little devil the Spanish force to move 

forward (5)
10 Carry leading Maori’s tribal symbol (5)
11 Last man to leave southern province of 

Ireland with a spear? (7)
13 Egyptian god in shower? (4)
14 There’s a month to find this leader (7-3)
17 To forestall captain, tie in knots (10)
18 Boast about clothes (4)
21 Divine canine returns fifty one to Kenya 

(7)
23 Greek underworld heads are crooked (5)
24 Speculator hoping to make a profit with a 

Papal seal (5)
26 To rule in reference to gin cocktail (5)
27 Brother left blackberry to take a leisurely 

walk (5)
28 Those most tidy dine inside cosy secluded 

place (7)
Down
1 A state of disorder by heartless Cyril say (7)

2 Banished pirate taxed differently (11)
3 Poor turn up in the leading vessel, one 

carrying military personnel (9)
4 Backward learner with slow speech (5)
5 Most expensive priest around central Sicily 

(8)
6 Pinch a little drink (3)
7 Hypersensitivity to something, possibly 

from gallery (8) 
7 Everyone strangely grey with hay fever (7)
8 He follows Ruth and I with chap from 

Lapland (4)
12 They reportedly don’t wait after a period 

in prison and a change of diet (4,3,4)
15 The ability to remember? It’s all about 

tension we hear (9)
16 After act four, Kate lost her head and set 

off (8)
!7 Arab with broken leg involves some 

mathematics (7)
19 Endless fish I snare with medieval helmet 

(7)
20 Refrain from putting last of mash through 

skylight (4)
22 Made a mistake by immersing classic car in 

Scottish river upside down (5)
25 Leading little old basketballer to throw 

ball in a high arc (3)
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MEDIA MATTERS
By james murray

Bill thrills

There it was in all its double-page glory: the 
June issue New Yorker advertisement for The 
President is Missing by the best-selling author 
James (Air Force One) Patterson.

Above the Patterson by-line, however, 
was the by-line Bill Clinton - a cheeky hack 
assuming the name? No way: the ex-President 
himself as one blurb line made clear: ‘Bill 
Clinton delivers the art of government and 
James Patterson delivers the craft of writing.’ 

Arguably Nelson DeMille should have put 
it the other way round. But more interesting 
is the question of how long it will take a local 
publisher to mimic the Knopf precedent (if not 
the advance).

Modesty forbids your correspondent 
putting his hand up; the Canberra press corps 
already has two notable fictioneers, Steve 
Lewis and Chris Uhlmann. 

Who to team them with? The Prime 
Minister Malcolm Turnbull, himself a writer, 
would be ideal. On the Clinton precedent, this 
is only possible when out of office, though 
in office Clinton did show a gift for romantic 
fiction.

Ex-PM Kevin Rudd might be a more 
immediate choice and almost-PM Mark 
Latham can still shoot from the lip faster than 
Wild Bill Hickok from the hip.

But Lewis-Uhlmann are scarcely Canberra’s 
only authors, not while Annabel Crabb’s 
dreadlocks stray from under her glasses; team 
her with Labor shadow deputy PM, Tanya 
Plibersek in the thriller, Coup de Caucus.     

Van guard     

Double professor Peter van Onselen 
(W/E Australian June 20) drew a long bow, 
criticising ex-PM Tony Abbott for a Quadrant 
think-piece on the Ramsay Centre for Western 
Civilisation; van Onselen asserted the piece 
gave the Australian National University an 
excuse to reject a share in the $3.3 billion 
Ramsay bequest.  

 Deeper in his criticism van Onselen 
wrote: ‘In fact, a core ingredient of Western 
Civilisation robustly built organically from the 
1700s on is academic independence.’

Van Onselen did not elaborate. It may be 
worth remarking that the period he cites was 
turbulent. But was it notable for robustly 
building organically academic independence? 

Only if we take the period as congruent 
with The Enlightenment and go with the 
prototypical spin that there was little or no 
previous academic independence.

So where does that leave the great mediaeval 
Catholic universities? Out of the picture, the 
object of the exercise, foreshortening history.

Bang go Oxford-Cambridge, Glasgow-
Aberdeen, the Sorbonne-Louvain, Valladolid-
Jagiellonian, the latter the alma mater of 
Copernicus and Karol Woytila (later Pope 
John Paul II).

Apropos foreshortening, the scientific 
Gregorian calendar was introduced in 
Enlightenment Britain only in 1752, more than 
two centuries after it was adopted elsewhere 
following its promulgation by Pope Gregory 
XIII in 1582.      

Low Rhodes 

As the furor academicus over the Ramsay 
Centre bequest continues, it becomes clearer 
that the introduction of Cecil Rhodes into 
discussion was less down to Paul Ramsay than 
to Tony Abbott, himself a Rhodes Scholar.  

In the March issue your correspondent 
suggested that Rhodes was ‘a criminal, okay, 
white-collar variety’ and cited GK Chesterton, 
his brother Cecil and Hilaire Belloc in support. 

Over the top? Here, courtesy of Ann Farmer 
(Angelico Press) is Chesterton (1912 vintage): 
‘The colonial ideal of such men as Cecil Rhodes 
did not arise out of any fresh creative idea of 
the Western genius, it was a fad, and like 
most fads an imitation. For what was wrong 
with Rhodes was not that, like Cromwell or 
Hildebrand, he made huge mistakes, nor even 
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that he committed great crimes. It was that he 
committed these crimes and errors in order to 
spread certain ideas.’

Reading right along with old Fleet Street’s 
genius hack: ‘Rhodes had no principles 
whatever to give the world, he had only a hasty 
but elaborate machinery for spreading the 
principles that he hadn’t got. What he called 
his ideals were the dregs of Darwinism which 
had already grown not only stagnant but 
poisonous...’  

 Religion? Chesterton dismissed Rhodes’s 
views as, ‘simply the stalest ideas of his time’. 

‘It was not his fault poor fellow that he 
called a high hill somewhere in South Africa 
‘his church’. It was not his fault, I mean that he 
could not see that a church to oneself is not a 
church at all. It is a madman’s cell. It was not 
his fault that he figured out that God meant 
as much of the planet to be as Anglo-Saxon as 
possible…But it was exactly because he had 
no ideas to spread that he invoked slaughter, 
violated justice and ruined republics to spread 
them…’

Dawson lamp

In the light of this, how was it that two 
Jesuit-educated Catholics, should turn to 
Cecil Rhodes as an exemplar of a desired ethos; 
a perusal of Annals Australasia would have 
given them the name Christopher Dawson 
(1889-1970) excerpts from whose works 
appear regularly with their clear focus on the 
endurance of Western Civilisation through its 
origin as Christendom.

Dawson was born into an Anglo-Catholic 
family and reverted to Catholicism in 1914. 
Among those he influenced personally was 
JRR Tolkien. Dawson held several prestigious 
posts, perhaps the most significant being his 
tenure as chair of Roman Catholic Studies at 
Harvard University  (1958-62).

Why most significant? In Waspdom’s 
key university Dawson’s subject was plainly 
labelled. So should the aims of the Ramsay 
Centre. This would entail direct comparison 
with Arab/Islamic donations and those of 
China where what is effectively a syncretist 
quasi-religion has evolved: Confucian-
Marxist-Militarism.

The Ramsay Centre’s option is clear, 
possibly more clear to its CEO Simon Haines, 
who has had academic dealings with Chinese 
authorities in Hong Kong, than to his chairman 

John Howard (and Abbott) who can give 
the impression they are trying to get a tricky 
parliamentary measure through a recalcitrant 
senate.   

The option? Should the major universities 
continue their tergiversation, Ramsay Centre 
donations should go to Campion College, 
Sydney which Christopher Dawson influenced 
and to Australia’s Notre Dame campuses.

Incidentally if there’s a pun in Ramsay 
Centre – suggesting it can hold compared to 
Yeats’s centre which cannot – then its officials 
should call out the opposition for what it truly 
is: anti-Catholic and that’s forbidden under 
UN freedom of religion protocols. Isn’t it? 

Seed V tree  

In the March issue, your correspondent’s 
Ramsay funding wishes were modest, covering 
papal social justice encyclical, Catholic Truth 
Society pamphlets and the works of Dr Leslie 
Rumble MSC. He makes no apology. He 
favours the mustard seed parable.  

The Ramsey Centre, with that $3.3 billion 
– a not inconsiderable amount equivalent to 
the ABC’s budget for three years – seems to be 
aiming to transplant a fully-grown tree in the 
groves of academe already dense with Arab 
palm trees and Chinese hanban banyans.  

Allons enfants     

If Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull’s 
meeting with President Emmanuel Macron 
is to be anything more than a vivid photo 
opportunity, it must be enhanced. 

One possibility is commemorating the Free 
French Navy warships that sailed in and out of 
Sydney Harbour during World War II. Among 
the sailors was Annals Australasia contributor 
Paul Fregosi who wrote the masterly Dreams of 
Empire, about Napoleon’s planned campaigns, 
including the conquest of Australia, and Jihad 
in the West, published despite opposition from 
academic experts on Islam.

Fregosi, who rose from volunteer, teenage 
matelot to commander, recalled evacuating 
Australian soldiers in the Pacific islands. He 
also recalled nine months on a corvette docked 
at Cockatoo Island, awaiting metric spare parts 
to be delivered.

Your correspondent has discussed some 
kind of memorial with the award-winning 
Austral-French sculptor, Janik Bouchette (a 
son-in-law) and former French soldier. 
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Cockatoo Island would be an obvious 
site. Better would be HMAS Watson (with 
its chapel) on South Head dominating the 
Harbour approaches.

Alternatively, there’s Port Adelaide’s 
Osborne Naval Shipbuilding Precinct.     

Vive l’Entente Delicieux! 

No Catholics need court

The party’s over – the wedding party of 
Harry Windsor, prince, and Meghan Markle 
starlet – but it’s not time to call it a day – 
not until the least emphasised aspect of the 
wedding is mentioned.

The cue is the party guest singer-comedian 
James Corden entering dressed as Henry 
VIII: that is the founding Sovereign Head of 
the Church of England at the wedding of the 
incumbent head’s grandson.

Corden brought a certain perspective to 
his role; he is not an Anglican but of Salvation 
Army background though he no longer 
practises as such.  

Amid the levity, the serious aspect: is the ban 
on royal family members marrying Catholics 
still in operation? If not, why did the Church of 
England authorities require Markle, baptised 
a Catholic, to go through an Anglican baptism? 

Had she been a Sikh, Muslim or Parsee, this 
would not have been necessary.  

Labour PMs Tony Blair, a Catholic, tried to 
end the ban, as did his non-Catholic successor 
Gordon Brown, Conservative members 
of good will have spoken against the ban, 
perceived by many as ‘an injustice that should 
go now.’

So why does it continue: ecclesiastical anti-
Catholic discrimination in a world where other 
forms of discrimination are abhorred?    

Time, perhaps, for the revival of the 
Disestablishment of the Church of England?

Banking turn

ACCC findings of a $2.5 billion cartel play 
against ANZ and associated underwriters 
pile on further Hayne Royal Commission 
revelations. All is black, or possibly red, except 
for one positive: the term ‘bank bashing’ has 
vanished from coverage to be replaced with 
‘unconscionable behaviour.’

Yet there are still pleas for empathy, well not 
empathy, who can empathise with people in 

financial straits beyond our ken. The CEO of 
Morgan Stanley, James Gorman delivered a 
classic to John Durie (The Australian, June 7): 
‘There’s got to be some acknowledgement the 
sector did sidestep the biggest crisis of the last 
70 years.’

Sidestep? The sector was bailed out by 
taxpayers and later repaid the investors among 
them with the aforesaid ‘unconscionable 
behaviour.’

Ironically, Morgan Stanley came into 
existence in 1935, as a result of the Glass-
Steegal Act requiring the splitting of 
commercial and investment operations – a 
decision that may have to be taken locally. 

The Morgan in the company name goes 
back to John Pierpont Morgan, one of the 
19th century Robber Barons, so called when 
America was less tactful than it is now.  

Overall the Australian banking system 
seems to have settled for a controlled crash, not 
a belly landing, a wheels-down readiness to pay 
fines – anything to avoid ditching in Long Bay.     

Shame rock

The result of the referendum on the 
repeal of the Eighth Amendment of the 
Irish Constitution was grievous. Your 
correspondent caught a flicker of hope in the 
news that Donegal, his father’s birthplace, 
voted against by 51.87 per cent.

As said, a flicker, yet with the statistic that the 
top-10 votes pro the repeal were in capital-city 
areas came the thought that the Jackeens, led 
from Dublin Castle, are once again as they were 
when James Joyce wrote his fearsome line: 
‘Ireland, the old sow that eats its farrow.’

 Indeed it can now do so by law, and 
celebrate equality with England where its 
women need no longer go. The key word of 
celebration was ‘modern’ – forgetting the Yeats 
line: ‘We Irish born into that ancient sect, but 
cast upon this filthy modern tide.’

Can the gerrymandered six counties of 
Northern Ireland hold like Donegal?

The referendum was triggered by a hard 
case involving under-age rape. Hard cases 
make bad law, especially in the context of a 
terrible equation: dire slackness on child abuse 
meant an ultimate abuse: snuffing of the life of 
the unborn. 

© Austral-Media 2018.
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Most people in Africa … know the healing power of the exorcist and even Muslims 
from various countries have approached Catholic exorcists, seeking help for 

friends and family. They know the priest has a power that the imam does not.

WITCHCRAFT AND EXORCISM 
By Wanda Skowronska

feW years ago, I was 
invited to teach a 
bas ic  psychology 
course  in  Papua 
New Guinea at the 
Seminary in Vanimo, 
at the invitation of 

Bishop Cesare Bonivento.  Vanimo 
is in eastern Papua New 
Guinea and the seminary 
classroom was  simple 
with cement f loors , 
wooden seats and little 
else. I covered some 
fundamenta l  top i c s 
in psychology, day by 
day,  and mentioned 
in pass ing the fact 
that sometimes when 
symptoms of mental 
illness seem present, 
it may not be mental 
illness but a situation 
ind i ca t ing  demonic 
i n f l u e n c e  n e e d i n g 
exorcism.  Suddenly the 
atmosphere changed, 
and all eyes were glaring 
at me with apprehension. 
Clearly this subject was 
of great interest to the 
seminarians.  Several 
spoke of witchdoctors 
in their villages who 
were not at all happy 
that they were going 
off to become priests 
and others assured me, 
that there were indeed 
s i t u a t i on s  n e ed i ng 
exorcism among their wider family 
and friends.  One seminarian told 
me that a witch had cast a spell 

on him as he left for studies at 
the seminary.  He was doing fine 
and knew, as  exorcist Fr José 
Fortea has said in public lectures 
- no witch’s spell is stronger than 
God’s grace.1 Of course sometimes 
witch doctors can resort to more 

physical harm and can add poisons 
to food or find a way to harm the 
intended victim. For people living 
close to such situations, witches, 

demonic influence, and the need for 
exorcism, are not passing topics of 
conversation, or new age interests, 
or adventure stories like the Harry 
Potter books -  they are real and 
present dangers. 

It turns out that in 2018, for the 
first time, the subject of witchcraft 

was included at the 
Rome Conference on 
Exorcism, attended by 
250 priests and held at 
Regina Apostolorum 
University. This was a 
new focus, tied up with 
the increasing need for 
dealing with witchcraft 
in countries where it is 
practiced. Given that 
two thirds of the world’s 
1.3 billion Catholics 
are living in the 
southern hemisphere, 
notably in Africa and 
South America (let us 
not forget Australia, 
Papua New Guinea 
and Oceania),  there 
have been increasing 
numbers of such 
problems reported from 
this region of the world. 
A Sydney priest, who 
was once a missionary 
in the Congo,  told 
me that when he came 
to a Catholic funeral 
he could sometimes 
find a witchdoctor 

praying over the dead person - as 
the African converts thought they 
would try everything- witchdoctor 
and priest included. At the very 

LighT versus darkness

Occult paintings on cave walls in Sydney
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sight of the priest approaching, 
however, the witchdoctor would 
become terrified, turn around and 
flee - such was the fear evidently 
of THE ONE whom the priest 
represented. This priest also related 
to me, that each morning he had to 
check his car, as he knew that most 
nights, witchdoctors would tamper 
with the brakes. They were angry 
at the very presence of the priests 
in their territory. Once, he said,  a 
young priest forgot to check his car 
brakes in the morning and during 
his journey, the car went over a cliff 
and the priest died. 

At the  Exorcism Conference, 
Professor Giuseppe Ferrari, 
who heads the “Group for 
Socio-Religious Research and 
Information” which sponsors the 
annual gathering (which started 
in 2005), said that the conference 
simply  had to  deal with the 
horrendous realities associated with 
witchcraft, particularly in Africa, 
stating that, ‘We will deal with the 
theme of the kidnapping and murder 
of children for ritual sacrifice, linked to 
witchcraft, in order to obtain favors for 
clients’, calling it a ‘cruel and inhuman 
practice.’2  

Also reported at the conference 
were the dangers facing university 
students in Nigeria on its 100 
university campuses,  with groups 
such as the “Black Axes” and 
“Pyrates,” who  often practice 
juju, or black magic, to terrify 
their rivals, engaging in various 
conflicts which sometimes leave 
people dead. In revenge, people 
who are victims of a spell, can 
kill those who have harmed them 
or family members in some way 
or kill those they suspect of evil 
powers.  In 2007, some villagers 
in Kenya beat an 81-year-old 
man to death, suspecting him 
of having murdered his three 
grandsons through witchcraft.3  
Sadly, those who are terminally 
ill or the elderly can be wrongly 
condemned as witches and harmed 
by those around them.  Some 
western atheists wrongly see 
Catholic exorcists as witch doctors 
and have called for banning both 

witchdoctors and exorcists. Most 
ordinary people in Africa, however, 
know the healing power of the 
exorcist and even Muslims from 
various countries have approached 
Catholic exorcists, seeking help for 
friends and family.4 They know the 
priest has a power that the imam 
does not.

The current concern with the 
occult is not limited to Africa - the 
western world is afflicted with a 
rising interest in  paranormal, new 
age and spiritualist experiences - 
especially in Italy where Fr Benigno 
Palilla, who trains exorcists for 
the diocese of Palermo, has seem 
a considerable increase in the 
occult.5 The consumer organisation 
Codacons says that ‘13 million 
Italians – about a quarter of the 
adult population – have visited 
astrologers, fortune tellers and 
tarot card readers’.6  One can add 
western dabbling with witchcraft 
as a ‘fun’ activity - during the 
Harry Potter craze, one misguided 
teacher asked her students to write 
out spells to cast on others.  Fr 
Palilla remarked that these activities 

may not always lead to problems 
but  can “open the door to the 
devil and to possession”.7   Pope 
Francis frequently refers to the 
devil and demonic influence in the 
world, telling Mafia members and 
purveyors of corruption,  that they 
still had time to avoid going to 
hell if they convert, saying if they 
don’t ‘the dogs of hell will take their 
blood.”8  His comments on the devil 
have reached mainstream media so 
often that a CNN report lamented 
his ‘obsession’ with this saying, ‘ His 
[i.e. the Pope’s] tweets and homilies 
about the devil, Satan, the Accuser, 
the Evil One, the Father of Lies, 
the Ancient Serpent, the Tempter, 
the Seducer, the Great Dragon, the 
Enemy and just plain “demon” are 
now legion’.9 CNN would obviously 
prefer fewer of them. 

Sometimes it is difficult to 
discern whether a problem is 
spiritual or psychological.  This 
was  another area dealt with the 
recent Exorcism Conference. Fr 
Paolo Carlin, exorcist and author 
of the book An Exorcist Explains 
How to Heal the Possessed And Help 
Souls Suffering Spiritual Crises, 
(2018), explains that psychological 
or psychiatric problems always 
have an evolution in time and an 
identifiable cause that is explainable 
and therefore manageable with 
suitable medication.10 The person 
with mental illness does not 
necessarily respond to invocations 
of Jesus and Our Lady in a 
negative, contemptuous way.  He 
recalled one situation which gave 
clear indications to him of the 
source of the problem:  

Once, a person came to me with 
sudden and unexpected mood changes. 
Medicine had no effect, and no one was 
able to explain the cause. She arrived 
tranquil, but a few seconds after we 
began the conversation she began to 
speak angrily. I mentally invoked our 
Lady, asking her to help me in the 
discernment. Immediately the person 
said to me: “Do not call on that one!” It 
was clear that it was not a psychiatric 
case.11

Exorcists often call on Catholic 
mental health professionals to assist 

Are Witches 
Real?

Are witches real? Of course 
they are. Are they skinny old 

women with green skin, pointy 
chins and warts on their noses, 
who cackle over cauldrons? Of 
course not.  But] witchcraft is 
alive and well in our modern, 
secular age. It has taken the 
name “Wicca” and claims an 
increasing number of adherents. 
Followers of Wicca profess to 
be modern pagans. They claim 
to draw on the powers of nature 
to heal people, to foretell the 
future and to put people in 
touch with their departed loved 
ones. 

– Father Dwight Longenecker. “Are 
Witches Real?”  National Catholic 
Register (November 2-8, 2008).
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those who have wrongfully been 
accused of being ‘possessed’. Such 
psychologists and psychiatrists 
are part of a ‘team’ associated 
with the exorcist - including a 
group of praying supporters, and 
‘godmothers’ or ‘godfathers’ to 
help the afflicted persons involved. 
Exorcisms can bring out the 
protective instincts in families and 
draw them together in ways they 
have not done so before. 

While it may seem that exorcism 
and dealing with witchcraft is a 
‘growth industry’ in our turbulent 
times, with Vatican Radio indicating 
that there are about half a million 
requests for exorcists each year, it 
is important to remember that the 
church has had long experience in 
this area.  Pope Emeritus Benedict 
XVI spoke of the need “to 
proclaim that Christ has triumphed 
over death and all those occult 
powers.”12  Such proclamation of 
Christ’s triumph is a healing mercy 
to those afflicted by witchcraft and 
the occult. As God says in Isaiah 
(41:10), ‘So do not fear, for I am 
with you; do not be dismayed, for I 
am your God. I will strengthen you 
and help you’. Rather than bringing 
fear, the exorcists’ prayers and 
healing power are a beautiful and 
merciful manifestation of the power 
of God. 

1. The author was present at a lecture where Fr José 
Fortea said this. Fr Hosea’s book on exorcism, entitled 
Interview with an Exorcist [Pennsylvania: Ascension 
Press, 2006], elaborates on related themes.

2. John Allen, ‘Focus on witchcraft at exorcists’ summit 
signifies a paradigm shift’, Crux , April 18, 2018 
https://cruxnow.com/news-analysis/2018/04/18/
focus-on-witchcraft-at-exorcists-summit-signifies-a-
paradigm-shift/

3. Ibid. 
4. Ibid. 
5. ‘Staff Writers’,  ‘Demonic activity is on the rise in Italy’, 

Catholic Herald, March 6, 2018, www.catholicherald.
co.uk/news/2018/03/06/demonic-activity-is-on-the-
rise-in-italy-says-exorcist/

6. Ibid. 
7. Ibid. 
8. Rome Reports,  ‘Pope Francis’ strongest statements on hell 

and the devil’, April 4, 2018 . https://www.romereports.
com/en/2018/04/04/pope-francis-strongest-statements-on-
hell-and-the-devil/

9. Ibid.
10. Fr Paulo Carlin, An Exorcist Explains How to Heal the 

Possessed (And Help Souls Suffering Spiritual Crises (US, 
Sophia Press, 2018). https://www.sophiainstitute.com/
products/item/exorcist-explains-how-to-heal-possesed

11. Marc Abbott, ‘An exorcist explains how to heal the 
possessed’, Renew America, April 16, 2018. www.
renewamerica.com/columns/abbott/180416

12. John Allen, Condemned by pope, witchcraft a reality 
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Erdogan attended a ceremony earlier this month to mark the centenary 
of the death of Sultan Abdulhamid II, the “Red Sultan,” who has been 

rehabilitated by the current government. Erdogan conveniently ignored 
the fact that the Red Sultan had ordered the killing of 300,000 Armenians 

from 1894 to 1896—also known as the Hamidian massacres.

TURKEY: THE ‘CONTINUATION’ 
OF THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE

By Harut Sassounian

o r m a n y  d e c a d e s , 
Tu r k i s h  o f f i c i a l s 
have outright denied 
t h e  o c c u r r e n c e 
o f  the  Armen ian 
Genocide. In recent 
y e a r s ,  h o w e v e r , 

some Turks have made the excuse 
that today’s Turkish Republic is not 
responsible for the genocide, since 
it was committed by the Ottoman 
Empire—a defunct state.

An illustration 
published by a pro-
Erdogan Turkish 
media outlet (A 
Haber) shows 
President Donald 
Trump receiving an 
“Ottoman slap” by 
President Erdogan. 
(Photo: A Haber)

With this pretext, 
the issue is no 
longer whether 
genocide was 
committed or not, 
but who is respon-
sible for it. Those 
who use this justi-
fication, claim that the Republic of 
Turkey is neither the successor nor 
the continuation of the Ottoman 
Empire, but a new and separate state.

This argument has gradually 
grown weaker as Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan began 
speaking and acting as an Ottoman 
Sultan.

Two weeks ago, the Turkish 
leader made matters worse for his 
country when he, according to the 
Times of London, asserted that 
“modern Turkey is a ‘continuation’ 
of the Ottoman Empire—a direct 
contradiction of [Mustafa Kemal] 
Ataturk’s ideology, which cast the 
Imperial era as backwards, stale, 
and to be discarded and forgotten 
rather than celebrated.”

By stating that Turkey is a 

“continuation” of the Ottoman 
Empire, Erdogan effectively 
concedes that today’s Turkey is 
responsible for the actions of the 
Ottoman Empire. In other words, 
the Republic of Turkey, which 
inherited the Ottoman Empire’s 
assets, also inherited its liabilities.

To confirm his allegiance to 

the Ottoman dynasty, Erdogan 
attended a ceremony earlier this 
month to mark the centenary of 
the death of Sultan Abdulhamid 
II, the “Red Sultan,” who has 
been rehabilitated by the current 
government. Erdogan conveniently 
ignored the fact that the Red Sultan 
had ordered the killing of 300,000 
Armenians from 1894 to 1896—also 
known as the Hamidian massacres.

“The descendants of one of the 
last Ottoman 
sultans are to be 
given Turkish citi-
zenship, ending 
almost a century 
of outcast and 
ostracism,” notes 
the Times’ article, 
which continues:

“Abdulhamid II 
ruled from 1876 
to 1909, and was 
much maligned in 
Kemal Ataturk’s 
modern Turkish 
republic for his 
authoritarianism, 
anti-Westernism 

and clampdowns on the media. Yet, 
in the era of President Erdogan 
he has been rehabilitated. A 
television series, ‘Payitaht’, which 
depicts the life of Abdulhamid in 
glowing terms has been lauded by 
Mr. Erdogan as essential viewing 
for Turkish youths to find out 
about their country’s history… 

erdogan and The arMenian genoCide

An illustration published by a pro-Erdogan Turkish media outlet shows President Donald Trump 
receiving an “Ottoman slap” by President Erdogan. (Photo: A Haber)
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‘We see Sultan Abdulhamid II as 
one of the most important, most 
visionary, most strategic-minded 
personalities who have put their 
stamps on the last 150 years of our 
state,’ Mr. Erdogan said. ‘We should 
stop seeing the Ottomans and the 
Republic as two eras that conflict 
with one another.’ Abdulhamid died 
in 1918 and at celebrations for the 
centenary this week, Turkish foreign 
minister Mevlut Cavusoglu said 
that he would personally oversee 
the granting of citizenships to the 
family.”

Arrogantly, Erdogan then warned 
that U.S. soldiers in Northern Syria 
would soon receive the “Ottoman 
slap,” according to Reuters. He 
was “referring to a half-legendary 
Turkish martial move that involves 
a potent open-palm hit, resulting 
in a one-hit knockout or even skull 
fractures and death.” An illustration 
published by a pro-Erdogan 
Turkish media outlet shows 
President Donald Trump receiving 
an “Ottoman slap” by President 
Erdogan. Furthermore, Reuters 
quoted Turkish Foreign Minister 
Cavusoglu stating that Washington 
was backing the YPG [Kurdish 
forces in Syria] because it shared 
the same “Marxist, communist, 
atheist” ideology.

Professor Alfred de Zayas, an 
international law expert, explained 
in an essay titled, “The Genocide 
against the Armenians 1915-
1923 and the relevance of the 
1948 Genocide Convention,” that 
a successor state is responsible 
for the crimes committed by its 
predecessor regime. Moreover, 
a state that is a continuation of 
a previous entity is even more 
responsible because there is no 
difference between the two, as 
admitted by Erdogan two weeks 
ago.

In addition, in his study Alfred 
de Zayas quoted Professor M. 
Cherif Bassiouni: “In international 
law, the doctrine of legal 
continuity and principles of State 
responsibility make a ‘successor 
Government’ liable in respect 
of claims arising from a former 
government’s violations.” De Zayas 
concluded that “the claims of the 
Armenians for their wrongfully 
confiscated properties did not 
disappear with the change from the 
Sultanate to the regime of Mustafa 
Kemal.”

Finally, Professor de Zayas 
affirmed that “the principle of 
responsibility of successor States 
has been held to apply even when 
the State and government that 
committed the wrongs were not 
that of the ‘successor State.’ This 
principle was formulated, (inter 
alia), by the Permanent Court 
of Arbitration in the Lighthouse 
Arbitration case.”

President Erdogan, by affirming 
that today’s Republic of Turkey is 
the continuation of the Ottoman 
Empire, has inadvertently admitted 
that Turkey is responsible for the 
genocidal, territorial, and economic 
damages caused by the Ottoman 
Empire to the Armenian people. 
Erdogan’s confession should 
be presented as evidence when 
demands emanating from the 
Turkish Genocide of Armenians are 
submitted to the World Court.

harut sassounian is the publisher of The California 
Courier, a weekly newspaper based in Glendale, 
Calif. He is the president of the United Armenian 
Fund, a coalition of the seven largest Armenian-
American organizations. He has been decorated by 
the president and prime minister of the Republic of 
Armenia, and the heads of the Armenian Apostolic 
and Catholic churches.  This article appeared in 
The Armenian Weekly, February 20, 2018. Reprinted 
with permission.
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MoviesTea with the Dames

The dames in question are 
(alphabetical order) Eileen Atkins, 
Judi Dench, Joan Plowright and 
Maggie Smith; they have seven 
decades of experience as actresses 
(their preferred term) and wonderful 
stage, cinema and TV archival 
material to prove it.

This, director Roger (Notting 
Hill) Mitchell intercuts with banter 
and anecdotes, jokes and elegies, 
presenting four gossips in the 
Shakespearean sense of friends.  

Here Dame Joan takes a prize with 
her remark that her marriage to Sir 
Lawrence Olivier was a ‘privilege’ 
and a ‘nightmare’ – a remark that 
gets nodding endorsement, the 
other three having acted with him, 
Dame Maggie revealing that he 
struck her forcefully when she played 
Desdemona to his Othello.

The element underemphasized 
by Mitchell’s prompts, rather than 
questions, is religion. Dame Judi does 
mention her Quaker religion but not 
that her husband, Michael Williams, 
received a papal knighthood. 

There’s footage of a revival of the 
York Cycle of Mystery Plays, set in 
a despoiled church, but no mention 
of the fact the Mystery Plays were 
of Catholic origin, suppressed by 
Puritans, influenced the Catholic 
Shakespeare and can be seen as the 
foundation of vernacular theatre as 
distinct from Greek and Roman. 

MHHHHNFFV.

Ocean’s 8

Director Garry Ross had hard acts 
to follow: the 1960 original Ocean’s 
Eleven, starring Frank Sinatra as 
the master criminal Danny Ocean, 
directed by Lewis Milestone and, 
starting in 2001, Ocean’s Eleven, 
Twelve, Thirteen, starring George 
Clooney as Ocean, directed by Steven 
Soderbergh. 

But Ross, and co-writer Olivia 
Milch bring off their sequel with 
tremendous verve, not least because 
Soderbergh was principal producer. 

This is not to put-down Ocean’s 
8’s constellation cast, led by Sandra 
Bullock, playing Debbie Ocean, sister 
of the late Danny Ocean. 

Others in her crew include Lou 
(Cate Blanchett), Daphne Kluger 
(Anne Hathaway), Tammy (Sarah 

Paulson), and Rose Weil (Helena 
Bonham Carter who contrives to steal 
the movie). 

Ross and Milch shift the heist 
location from casinos to New York’s 
Metropolitan Museum of Art and its 
Vogue fund-raising gala which may 
break the Ocean rule about thieving 
from the rich. Arguably, however, a 
significant number of guests are 
white-collar (black-tie?) criminals.  

In any case, the gala provides a 
de luxe setting and a cameo role for 
Vogue editor Anna Wintour (and her 
hair) as well as spectacular product 
placement for Cartier jewellery.   

An appendage plot involves James 
Corden as John Frazier, ostensibly 
an insurance investigator, but also an 
instrument in wrapping the heist as a 
perfect crime.    

Omitted any scene of the loot 
being delivered to the poor, Robin 
Hood-style through a St Vincent de 
Paul Society deposit.

The running time of 110 minutes 
includes a couple of sexed-up scenes; 
the dialogue, however, is remarkably 
clear of the plot-obscuring fog of 
basic Anglo-Saxon.    

MHHHNFFV.

Brothers’ Nest  

With cinematographer Peter Falk, 
director Clayton Jacobson creates 
a compelling opening sequence 
for himself and his brother Shane: 
countryside, dawn and brothers, 
Terry and Jeff, arriving on bicycles, 
entering a house and cleaning its 
contents including a collection of old 
radios.

 Good deed? As they work, they 
bicker and it becomes vaguely 
apparent that they are intent on 
villainy about who inherits their 
mother’s house – them or their 
stepfather?

The durable Kym Gyngell enters 
as the stepfather and Lynette Curran 
does not so much enter as pop up.

Sufficient to say that the work is 
a long, black comedy away from the 
Jacobson Brothers’ Kenny or The BBQ 
in which Shane Jacobson played a 
butcher and champion barbecuer.

Sarah Snook, taking time out from 
stardom, has a cameo role as a local 
farmer prepared to look after the 
family horse; her true role: putting 
a tourniquet on the gory (and 
electrifying) proceedings.   

 MA15+HHNFFV.

On Chesil Beach

The novella by Ian McEwan was 
nominated for the Booker Prize in 
2007. He scripted the film version; as 
a consequence it remains true to the 
disquieting, not to say icky, spirit of 
the original work.

Saoirse Ronan plays Florence 
Ponting, daughter of an anxious 
mother Violet (Emily Watson) and 
martinet, bizoid yachtsman Geoffrey 
(Samuel West).    

 At Oxford, Florence a talented 
violinist, wins a first. So does 
Edward Mayhew (Billy Howle); their 
achievement helps to bridge the 
social gap between her family and 
his which is bohemian, his mother 
Marjorie (Anne-Marie Duff) being a 
demented painter.     

Florence and Edward marry. But 
the honeymoon is fraught, result of 
Florence’s reluctance to complete 
what the poet John Donne called 
‘the right true end of love’.  

Dominic Cooke’s direction of the 
honeymoon scenes is less subtle 
than his visual hint as to the cause 
of Florence’s reluctance and her 
departing.

Cooke, however, with cinematog-
rapher Sean Bobbitt and editor Nick 
Fenton, does achieve a re-union of 
sorts between the couple through 
beautiful, original chamber music 
by Dan Jones and a modicum of 
wrinkly make-up. 

MA15+HHHNFFV.

Gauguin

The sub-title of writer/director 
Eduard Luc’s biopic is Voyage de 
Tahiti. And it must be said that 
without Vincent Cassel in the title 
role it would be a dull voyage.

Cassel turns in a ferocious 
performance as Paul Gauguin, driven 
to leave Paris and pursue his dream 
of painting the natives in France’s 
distant Polynesian colonies.

His decision is made easier to 
understand through cinematogra-
pher Pierre Cottereau’s take on Paris; 

By James Murray
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It is not the Paris of the 19th century 
Belle Epoque awash with frothing 
champagne, it’s a city coloured 
whisky a-go-go.    

Gauguin decamped, hoping 
his wife Mette-Sophie (Pernille 
Bergendorff) and five children 
would join him. She refrained.    

In Tahiti, Gauguin failed to find 
the Noble Savages of Jean-Jacques 
Rousseau’s invention. Yet in the 
hinterland, he does contact a family 
whose daughter Tehura consents to 
be his wife. 

As Tehera, Tuhehi Adams 
provides a contrast of quietude 
compared to Cassel’s ferocity; her 
line, ‘I want a white dress to go to 
church’ is a candle against the film’s 
darkness. 

The biopic’s accuracy is not quite 
Bibliotheque Nationale: Gauguin’s 
Tahitian companion was underage 
when he met her.

Eventually Gauguin, who labored 
on the local wharfs, was shipped 
back to France as a pauper.

It may be that the film is a case 
of too many sous-chefs spoiling the 
ragout. Luc had three co-writers, 
Thomas Lilti, Etienne Comar and 
Sarah Kaminski to assist with 
sub-plots. 

Reproductions of the Gauguin 
paintings are run alongside the end 
credits. They might have been better 
served had Luc incorporated them in 
the action, perhaps by way of dream 
dissolves. Or through a subsequent 
auction showing Gauguin’s record 
price: $300 million.

MHHHNFFV.
.

The Book Club

Every month, Diane (Diane 
Keaton), Vivian (Jane Fonda), Carol 
(Mary Steenburgen) and Sharon 
(Candice Bergen) meet to discuss a 
book they have read. 

When their choice is Filthy (oops 
Fifty) Shades of Grey, their reactions 
suit their status, Diane, a widow, 
Vivian, a wanderer, Carol, long 
married and Sharon, a lawyer who 
seeks Internet solace for her divorce. 

Keaton, Fonda, Steenburgen 
and Bergen are in such vintage 
champagne form that they bring 
to mind the wonderful Veuve 
Clicquot (after which your reviewer 

named the family dog, a Labrador-
Greyhound-Irish Red Setter cross).   

 To extend their opening 
sequence, director Bill Holderman 
and co-writer Erin Simms make 
much of archival stills of the way the 
stars once were. 

They do, however, keep direct 
Grey references to a minimum; 
result: their romantic comedy 
seems like a promo for the sexual 
melodrama which originated as an 
on-line trilogy by Australian writer 
EL James in 2009-13.      

TBAHHHNFFV.

Disobedience

Ronit Krushka (Rachel Weisz) is a 
free-living photographer living in New 
York. She flies home after hearing 
that her father Rav Krushka (Anton 
Lesser), an Orthodox rabbi has died 
of a heart attack while presiding at a 
synagogue in north London.

While preparations for the 
funeral are made, she stays with Esti 
Kuperman (Rachel McAdams) and 
her husband, Dovid (Alessandro 
Nivola).

Director Sebastian Lelio co-wrote 
the script with Rebecca Lenkiewicz 
working from the novel by Naomi 
Alderman. He elicits from Weisz, and 
McAdams performances of dark and 
detailed intensity as ex-schoolmates 
whose friendship has become 
passionate, a mood enhanced by the 

way in which cinematographer Danny 
Cohen links their passion to the 
sombre rituals.    

Despite the authenticity of the 
Jewish locations, Lelio does not evade 
that romantic cliché: will the lovers 
get together to be happy ever after or 
not? 

Clue: among the McAdams talents 
is the ability to sprint very fast in 
pyjamas.    

MA15+HHNFFV.

The Breaker Upperers

The subject matter of this 
movie has similarities to that of 
Disobedience. But where the latter is 
dark, the former’s title suggests that 
the Z in New Zealand stand for zany.

Writer/directors Jackie van Beek 
and Madeleine Sami also co-star 
as Mel and Jen who, after betrayal 
by the same man, set up the title 
business which for a fee disrupts 
unsuitable relationships.

To carry on (pun intended) 
the business, they dress as cops 
and find themselves in a situation 
that disrupts their own personal 
relationship. 

It cannot be said that the comedy 
is as merry as a wedding bell but it 
does conjure a funny alternative to 
political correctness, foreshadowed 
by Charles Dickens through the 
unctuous architect Seth Pecksniff.

MA15+HHHNFFV.

Gringo

Director/co-producer Nash 
Edgerton’s comedy thriller overdoses 
on what might be called gringo-
lingo, that is a fog of Anglo-Saxon 
profanity so blue that it infects the 
Mexican subtitles and obscures the 
plot lines.

These, written by Anthony 
Tambakis and Matthew Stone, are 
not simple: a Chicago pharmaceutical 
company, Promethium has a new 
health product – Canabax – of which 
a Mexican Drug Cartel wants to 
maintain its share.  

The Promethium bosses Elaine 
Markinson and Richard Rusk are 
played by Charlize Theron and Joel 
Edgerton, she channeling the ghost 
of Marilyn Munro; he with a trouser-
belt problem so chronic, it looks as 
if a master shot has been taken and 
intercut ad lib.  

Official 
Classifications key

G: for general exhibit ion; 
P G : p a r e n t a l  g u i d a n c e 
r e c o m m e n d e d  f o r 
persons under 15 years ; 
M 15+: recommended for 
mature audiences 15 years and 
over; MA 15+: restrictions apply 
to persons under the age of 15; 
R 18+: Restricted to adults,  
18 years and over.

Annals supplementary 
advice

SFFV: Suitable For Family Viewing; 
NFFV: Not For Family Viewing.
TBA:  classification to be 

announced
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And no one has criticised Joonas 
Suotamo’s Chewbacca for wearing 
what looks like a secondhand Wookie 
suit.

Among a pell-mell cast, Donald 
Glover plays Lando Calrissian, a 
gambler, from whom Solo wins the 
Millenium Falcon; Paul Bettany is 
Dryden Vos to whom Solo appears 
to lose his girlfriend Qi’ra (Emilia 
Clarke); Woody Harrelson is Tobias 
Beckett who when not engaged 
with his wife Val (Thandie Newton) 
smuggles the potent substance 
Coaxium, presumably because trading 
Kryptonite is forbidden under the 
Inter Comic Book Tariffs.

Howard’s mission accomplished can 
be seen as further move in maximizing 
productivity on the Disney-Lucas 
franchise – a most engaging piece of 
movie making aiming to be the most 
profitable.     

MHHHNFFV.

A Quiet Place

In his debut as director, John 
Krasinski goes for post-catastrophe 
desolation. But with co-writers Bryan 
Woods and Scott Beck, he makes 
it it a desolation of a fearsome kind: 
marauding, blind mutants track their 
human prey by sound – silence is 
survival.

Krasinski also plays Lee Abbott, 
an engineer, who has taken refuge 
in a remote house with his pregnant 
wife Evelyn (Emily Blunt). With them 
are their sons Marcus (Noah Jupe) 
and Beau (Cade Woodward) as well 
as their daughter Regan (Millicent 
Simmonds). She is deaf, so sign 
language provides their means of 
communication and ultimately, the 
means of their survival.

Increase in the movie’s tension is 
so stealthy that further synopsis would 
tend to diminish it. The ensemble 
acting fits the text to the last tremor. 
And the sub-text indicates the 
supreme value of life.

Here Emily Blunt must be singled 
out for a sequence in which she shows 
the death-defying lengths to which a 
mother will go protect an infant.

Some may see in the script hints 
of the Johann Wyss novel The Swiss 
Family Robinson. But Krasinski’s take 
is so scarey, it even silences popcorn 
crunchers. 

MHHHNFFV.

The Mexican drug baron, known 
as The Black Panther, is played in 
full-stereotype by Carlos Corona, his 
hacienda replete with sacred images 
as he tortures and/or shoots people 
out of hand. 

Stirred into this rich mix is 
Mathew Soyinka, a Promethium 
employee charged with a deal 
involving Canabax. David Oyelowo 
embodies Soyinka’s determination 
to survive by any means including 
fake kidnap while getting out 
from under a personal crisis; his 
unfaithful wife Bonnie (Thandie 
Newton) has plunged him in debt.

To the rescue comes the movie’s 
great find: Sharlto Copley, playing 
Mitch Rusk, a mercenary turned aid 
worker who combines his avocations 
at the request of his brother 
Richard. 

There’s a sub-plot involving 
Sunny (Amanda Seyfried), a guitar-
shop owner and her boyfriend Miles 
(Harry Treadaway) in a side deal 
which jigsaws into a cool ending in 
a hot place.

 Okay, Gringo is a comedy thriller, 
its Mexican locations brilliantly 
captured by cinematographer 
Eduard Grau. But the key figure 
is Mathew Stone, co-creator of the 
anarchic South Park. What works in a 
cartoon can overwhelm a live-action 
drama.  

MA15+HHNFFV.

Hereditary

Thirty-nine years after Amityville, 
the horror movie that gives real-
estate agents and mortgage mongers 
nightmares, comes writer/director 
Ari Aster’s version of the sub-genre. 

 Cleverly he does not set it in a 
suburban house, but in a hinterland, 
gothic weatherboard with an 
adjacent tree house.

Into this desirable abode Annie 
Graham, a miniaturist, moves after 
the funeral of her reclusive mother, 
Ellen.

Annie’s husband Steve 
accompanies her with their son Peter 
and their daughter, Charlie. The 
latter, played by Milly Shapiro. sets 
the tone of weirdness, sharpened by 
Alex Wolff as Peter.

However, it is Toni Collette as 
Annie who provides prima donna 
arias of horrified reaction.

Think Joan Sutherland in The 
Bride of Lammermoor, twinned with 
Elsa Lanchester in The Bride of 
Frankenstein.   

As Steve, Gabriel Byrne can do 
little more than look confounded 
before bursting into flames for 
daring to burn a witchcraft book 
belonging to his deceased ma-in-law.     

Hyberbolic to suggest that the 
movie, for which Collette and Byrne 
take executive producer credits, has 
more shocks than the 18 Amityville 
movies or that it’s shock-a-minute: 
the running time is a daunting 127 
minutes. 

But if you have supped full of 
horrors, Aster’s thriller may provide 
the surfeit you need to swear off.   

MA15+HHHNFFV.

Solo 

Director Ron (Happy Days) 
Howard has a portfolio of 
outstanding movies. This is not one 
of them. Yet Howard, who took over 
in a crisis, accomplished his mission.

He has filled in Hans Solo’s 
boyhood to fit with previous 
episodes of Star Wars inspired by 
George Lucas’s memories of the 
now obsolete format: the Saturday 
matinée serial.   

Howard worked from a script 
by Jonathan Kasdan and his 
father Lawrence. As shot by 
cinematographer Bradford Young 
and edited by Pietro Scalia , 
the movie opens and closes in a 
sequence of light.

Between them is dark mayhem 
where Aiden Ehrenreich assumes 
the role created by Harrison Ford. 
Criticism of Ehrenreich for not being 
as big as Ford is invalid; boys grow, 
as witness Arnold Schwarzenegger.

SOLUTION TO CRYPTIC CROSSWORD NO. 47



ANNALS

Sign up to our Newsletter and receive a free set of Olivewood Rosary Beads made by families in Bethlehem

Olivewood Rosary Beads

Since 1947 our focus has been 
the pastoral and spiritual 

support of suffering Christians 

ANNALS AUSTRALASIA  IBC  JUNE 2018



2018
This year, Australia’s  

oldest Catholic Magazine

Celebrates its 129th
 Birthday

  Some of our popular features:
* Catholic Culture * Social  Comment
* Catholic History * Church and State
* Catholic Life * Politics and Religion
* Moral Issues  * Australian History
* The Media * Other Religions
 * Book and Movie Reviews

         

 

Telephone: +61-2-9662-7894
Mail: The Manager, Annals Australasia

P.O. Box 13, Kensington NSW 2033

Visa/Mastercards accepted. Please make cheques payable to:
The Manager, Annals Australasia
See inside Annals for Order Form

52011

72013 7201362013 6201352013 52013

Standard $33.00
Pensioner $26.00

Subscribe
Today


