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Let us not be 
dumb watch-

dogs, or silent 
spectators; Let 
us be watchful 
s h e p h e r d s , 
guarding the 
flock of Christ.
– St Boniface, 672-754 
Apostle to the German 
peoples, Letters, 78. 

Front Cover:  Our cover photo this month is 
of beautiful and omnipresent wildflowers in 
Armenia at springtime, by Jack Majarian, noted 
Australian-Armenian photographer. Armenia is 
one of the oldest countries in the world with 
a recorded history. Stone tools from 325,000 
years ago have been found in Armenia, and 
the world’s earliest known leather shoe (3,500 
BC), straw skirt (3,900 BC) and wine making 
facility (4,000 BC) were found in Armenia in 
2010 and 2011. Once forcibly incorporated into 
the Soviet Union in 1922, Armenia regained 
its independence on December 21, 1991. 
Armenians have still not recovered from the 
terrible genocide wreaked on the vulnerable 
Armenian Turkish Community during World War 
I by the Young Turks Party. Over 1.5 million of 
the Turkish Armenian population were tortured, 
starved and massacred.



THE PRIEST

Had I been a Christian believer, I would have 
been a priest. And I would have been a saint. 
For a believer must be a saint, otherwise he is 

not a believer. Priesthood turns the man vested with 
it into a separate person. If he ceases to be separate, 
he is nothing. 

The poor priest – I often come across him in a 
certain suburb. He must be the only one in Paris still 
wearing a cassock. Always bare-headed, with white 
hair and the face of a man who is a hundred years 
old. His cassock is clean, but he wears the boots of 
a tramp. Once, I saw him waiting in a queue on the 
pavement at the door of a grocery shop. Had I been 
the grocer I would have told him, ‘Monsieur l’Abbé, 
come in first.’ He belongs to another world. His own. 
I would have wished to find a chance – right circum-
stances, place and time – to kneel in front of him and 
ask his blessing.

– Henri Millon de Monthelant [1895-1972] Translated from French, and quoted by Simon 
Leys [Pierre Ryckmans] in Other People’s Thoughts, Black Inc. Melbourne, 2007.
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A 1,600 year-old Christian hymn  
from ancient Cyrenaica, now called Libya

LORD JESUS,  
THINK ON ME

Lord Jesus, think on me
 And purge away my sins;
 From earth-born passions 

    set me free,
And make me pure within.

Lord Jesus, think on me, 
With care and woe oppressed;
Let me thy loving servant.be,
And taste thy promised rest.

Lord Jesus, think on me 
Amid the battle’s strife;
In all my pain and misery 
Be thou my health and life.

Lord Jesus, think on me, 
Nor let me go astray; 
Through darkness and perplexity 
Point thou the heavenly way.

– Bishop Synesius,  370_413 ad,  of  Ptolemais in North Africa.  Ptolemais – now 
called Tolmeita, or Ṭulmaythah – was a city of  ancient Cyrenaica which is now in 
the northeastern part of Libya. Simon of Cyrene, remembered fondly because he 
helped Jesus to carry his cross,  came with his two sons from what is, today, Libya.
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By the 1990s, the case was coming under scrutiny. In 1991, the ABC Four Corners 
journalist Chris Masters tracked down the informer Vico Virkez in the Serb-

populated part of Bosnia. He admitted being a Serb of Orthodox religion who had 
masqueraded as Croatian and Catholic. He had made up the bomb plot, given 

false evidence under police coaching, and thought the Six were not guilty.

REASONABLE DOUBT

SPIES, POLICE AND THE ‘CROATIAN SIX’

By Hamish McDonald

n e  T h u r s d a y 
l u n c h t i m e  i n 
February 1979, a 
Yugoslav migrant 
wa lked in to  the 
pol ice stat ion at 
Lithgow. He told 

a detective he and his housemate 
had stolen large amounts of 
gelignite and detonators from the 
Wallerawang power station project, 
and made them up into bombs. 
They were planning to drive down 
to Sydney that night, link up with 
other Croatian conspirators, and 
plant bombs across the city. 

As well as the usual targets of 
Croatian protest – a Serbian club 
and Yugoslav government travel 
agencies – the bombs would be 
set on the water pipeline from 
the Warragamba Dam, and in 
the old Elizabethan Theatre in 
Newtown, where a song and dance 
troupe from Yugoslavia would be 
performing that Saturday night.

You might wonder now how 
even the most fanatical nationalist 
might think depriving Sydney of 
its water supply would win public 
support for his cause, but in the 
atmosphere of the 1970s, it wasn’t 
questioned. 

Since the famous contest over 
1971-73 between Labor’s Lionel 
Murphy and his Liberal counterpart 
Ivor Greenwood about whether 
ASIO was shielding Croatian 

fascists and terrorists while 
persecuting the Left, calumny had 
stuck to the Croatian community.

The police told the informer, 
Vico Virkez, to go home and act 
normal. Down in Sydney, the state 
police went into action. A well-

armed squad headed over the Blue 
Mountains to Lithgow. At about 
7.30 they stormed into the house, 
arrested Virkez and his housemate 
Maks Bebic, seized boxes of 
gelignite, and took them in for 
questioning. Bebic, according to 
police, confessed his part, gave the 
names of Sydney conspirators, and 
signed a typed up record.

In Sydney, the police formed 
four arresting parties from the 
Armed Hold-Up and Breaking 
squads at the Central Investigation 
Bureau, with Special Branch 
detectives going along. They went 
to four addresses in the Western 
suburbs, arresting six other 
Croatian migrants. In each of three 
homes, the police reported finding 
two half-sticks of gelignite. In 
the fourth, they said they found 
detonators in the drawer of a man’s 
desk. 

Towards midnight, the men 
were taken back to the CIB 
headquarters at the back of the 
Central magistrates’ court in 
Liverpool Street, and interviewed. 
Five of them defiantly confessed to 
their part in the bombing plot, the 
police said. But none would sign a 
record of this confession. A police 
inspector was called in, and signed 
them off as genuine records.

The Croatians were committed 
for trial in mid-1979, all six plus 
the whistleblower Virkez, but less 

Justice delayed, Justice denied

Show Trials

Before exterminating his 
enemies, Stalin had them 

displayed in public in a show-trial. 
Lenin had introduced this strategy 
in 1922, with the show-trial of the 
Socialist Revolutionaries. Stalin 
merely improved on the formula 
and made it a permanent feature 
of his apparatus of repression, 
applying it widely in Eastern 
Europe after 1948. [These show-
trials] served to reinforce class 
hatred and publicly to stigmatise 
the enemy. Asian Communism 
took this procedure to its logical 
conclusion, going so far as to 
organise ‘hate days’. Stalin added 
mystery to the pedagogy of 
hatred: total secrecy shrouded the 
arrests, sentences, and fates of 
the victims. Mystery and secrecy, 
closely linked to terror, brought 
terrible anguish to the entire 
population.’

- The Black Book of Communism, 
Stephane Courtois et alii, Harvard 

University Press, 1999, p.746
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another of the men arrested in 
Sydney, a student. After a half-
dozen police had given sworn 
evidence they found detonators 
in his desk drawer, his solicitor 
showed photographs revealing he 
actually worked at a plain table that 
had no drawers. The magistrate 
dismissed the charges against this 
man.

The trial opened in May 1980 in 
the Supreme Court at Darlinghurst 
for the five remaining Sydney 
accused plus Bebic from Lithgow. 
The informer Virkez got a separate 
trial, pleaded guilty to one charge, 
received a minimal sentence, then 
gave evidence for the Crown 
against the other six. He was 
released on parole and allowed to 
fly back to Yugoslavia. 

After eight months, the longest 
criminal trial in Australian and 
Commonwealth history, the jury 
found all six guilty, and Justice 
Victor Maxwell gave them all 15 
year jail sentences. An appeal 
failed in the NSW Court of 
Criminal Appeal in 1982, as did an 
application for leave to appeal in 
the High Court in 1986.

By the 1990s, the case was 
coming under scrutiny. In 1991, the 
ABC Four Corners journalist Chris 
Masters tracked down the informer 
Vico Virkez in the Serb-populated 
part of Bosnia. He admitted being 
a Serb of Orthodox religion who 
had masqueraded as Croatian and 
Catholic. He had made up the 
bomb plot, given false evidence 
under police coaching, and thought 
the Six were not guilty. 

By then, a leader of one of 
the Sydney arresting groups, 
Detective-Sgt Roger Rogerson, 
had been cashiered from the NSW 
Police and was being charged 
himself with perjury and perverting 
the course of justice. In an interview 
with the Sydney barrister Chris 
Murphy, Rogerson said “loading” 
i.e. planting evidence, and “verbals” 
i.e. fabricated and unsigned 
confessions, had been common 
practice.  The CIB had been 
dissolved in 1986 as a “hotbed of 
corruption” and the Special Branch 
was soon to follow. 

Even so, an application for a 
judicial review was turned down 
by the then Liberal state attorney-
general John Hannaford in 1994, on 
the advice of a Crown lawyer, Rod 
Howie QC, advice that is still secret 
under legal privilege.

By then, the Croatian Six had all 
been released after serving 10 years 
with remissions for good behavior 
and were reconstructing their lives. 
It seemed a lost cause to fight for a 
review.

Then in 2007, the case came 
up in unusual circumstances – the 
unrelated inquest into the killing of 
the five Australian TV newsmen at 
Balibo, Portuguese Timor, in 1975.

A lawyer named Ian Cunliffe 
had been attached to the Hope 
royal commission into Australia’s 
intelligence services in 1975-77. He 
was called to the inquest because 
he recalled that while inspecting 
the Defence Signals Directorate 
station In Darwin, he’d been 
shown an intercepted Indonesian 

radio message that suggested more 
knowledge about the killings than 
the government was admitting.

Cunliffe was asked about 
any other cases where officials 
decided they knew better than 
the government what to do with 
intelligence material. Yes: when he 
was later a senior legal advisor in 
the Prime Minister’s Department, 
he’d been part of discussions in 
a interdepartmental committee on 
security about a major criminal 
trial involving six defendants 
where officials declared certain 
material should not reach the 
prime minister, Malcolm Fraser, 
and a Commonwealth police officer 
said that if defence lawyers tried 
to subpoena intelligence mater, 
he would make sure it could not 
be found. Cunliffe said this was 
“tantamount to perverting the 
course of justice.”

I was covering the Balibo inquest, 
and asked Cunliffe in the tea break 
what was the case. “Croatian Six,” 
he said. That set me off on what 
became an inquiry over 12 years.

My initial attack was to make 
Freedom of Information requests 
to the departments in the security 
committee mentioned by Cunliffe. 
This cost the Herald several 
hundred dollars, and responses 
took more than a year. Typically, 
department officers came back 
first saying the request was too 
broad. Then more narrow requests 
got pedantically defined to miss 
the target. The NSW Police said 
the records of the disbanded 
Special Branch were still sensitive 
intelligence material and exempt. 
ASIO itself was exempt.

That being the case, I eventually 
wrote a long report for the Herald 
in 2012 that pursued two open-
source avenues. 

One was to read the trial 
transcripts, all 5500 pages. This 
revealed some flaws in Justice 
Maxwell’s summing up to the jury 
that supported the police evidence, 
declaring it a “black and white” 
situation of 39 police officers 
with no motive to lie against six 
defendants with every motive to 

New Christianities

You have a clique, an elite, of Christian men and (more importantly) 
women, who are trying to live a less worldly life than their neighbours; 

to be more attentive to the guidance (directly felt, they would tell you) 
of the Holy Spirit. More and more, by a kind of fatality, you see them 
draw apart from their co-religionists, a hive ready to swarm. There is 
provocation on both sides; on the one part, cheap jokes at the expense 
of over-godliness, acts of stupid repression by unsympathetic authorities 
… the break comes; condemnation or secession, what difference does it 
make? A fresh name has been added to the list of Christianities.

- Monsignor Ronald Knox, Enthusiasm, Oxford, 1950, p.1
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and Defence Studies Centre, had 
access to all ASIO records. They 
concluded a two-page discussion of 
the Croatian Six case by calling it a 
“wrongful conviction.”

That inspired me to get back into 
the case. In 2017, I spent several 
weeks in Croatia, Bosnia, and 
Serbia attempting to pick leads on 
the UDBa side. It was a colourful 
exercise, recounted in the book, 
and certainly found background 
that the UDBa was highly active 
in Australia, had close links with 
the Australian Federal Police, and 
minutely followed Croatian activity. 
Virkez himself, I discovered, had 
died in 2014.

A second approach was via the 
National Archives of Australia, 
where I lodged requests for ASIO 
to declassify material related to 
the case. After several months, 
this bore fruit with the release of 
several files, including those on 
Vico Virkez.

The file shows that ASIO phone-
tapping had picked up contacts 
between Virkez and a suspected 
UDBa officer at the Yugoslav 
consulate-general in Sydney over 
a six-month period  before the 
arrests, when elements of the 
bombing plot were mentioned.   
They do not reveal whether the 
UDBa designed the Lithgow 
bomb plot as an agent-provocateur 
operation. But if Virkez designed 
the operation on his own initiative, 
the UDBa went along with it.

My report inspired another 
application by the Croatian Six 
for a review of their convictions, 
this time to the Chief Justice, Tom 
Bathurst.  He appointed an acting 
justice, Graham Barr, to advise 
whether a review was warranted. 
Barr’s 63-page finding in 2013 
left many lawyers feeling deeply 
unsatisfied. An attempt failed to get 
legal aid for an objection to it in the 
Administrative Appeals Tribunal (it 
was not actually a court judgment). 

Barr hadn’t read the trial 
transcripts −he said they could not 
be found − nor tried to interview 
Cunliffe, nor track down Virkez, 
who was still alive, in the same 
place Four Corners had found 
him. He cited the opinion of Roger 
Rogerson that you couldn’t stitch 
someone up with so many officers 
from different squads involved. 
Applying today’s standards 
of policing to 1979 would be 
anachronistic, Barr said. Whatever 
the true story about Virkez, the 
confessions alone were enough to 
convict. Having looked at the new 
material about the police evidence, 
Barr came to this conclusion: “I 
have no unease or sense of disquiet 
about the convictions.”

That again dashed hope of a 
review of the convictions. Yet in 
November 2016, the third volume 
of the Official History of ASIO, The 
Secret Cold War, was published. The 
authors, John Blaxland and Rhys 
Crawley of the ANU’s Strategic 

lie if they were guilty. The jury was 
not told that Maxwell had thrown 
out the alleged “verbal” of one 
defendant because medical staff 
at Long Bay Jail gave convincing 
evidence the man had been brutally 
bashed at the CIB. A half dozen 
police had sworn the confession 
was genuine and no violence had 
occurred. Attempts by defence 
lawyers to get the story of the 
seventh man, the student with no 
desk, told to the jury were blocked 
by Maxwell as well. It seemed a 
potential case study for what Justice 
James Wood, in his 1997 Royal 
Commission report on the state 
police, called “process corruption” 
whereby police, and in particular 
the old CIB, fitted up people they 
believed to be guilty.

The other avenue was the 
growing body of scholarship 
on the workings of the former 
Yugoslav communist state’s 
intelligence service, the UDBa, 
and its employment of “false flag” 
and agent-provocateur operations 
against troublesome elements in 
the ethnic disasporas. The role of 
Vico Virkez would fit this picture  
and a US expert on the Balkans, 
John Schindler at the US Navy War 
College, said his UDBa sources 
claimed it as one of their most 
successful operations − but all 
defence attempts to explore this 
angle during the trial and appeals 
had been opposed by the Federal 
attorney-general, and blocked by 
the judges. 

“Where national security is 
involved the rules of natural justice 
are liable to be modified,” declared 
Justice Maxwell, in a decision not 
published until after the verdicts. 
“The requirement of the public 
interest that such information 
should be kept confidential, in my 
view, outweighs the public interest 
in the administration of justice.”

The Crown Counsel at the trial, 
the late David Shillington QC, thus 
felt able to declare that “There 
is not a skerrick of evidence to 
suggest that this man was some sort 
of undercover agent, an UDBa or 
Yugoslav representative.” 

News

News is a thing made, a product, and  … media with certain beliefs and 
values once made the news and then presented it in authoritative 

terms, as though beyond criticism. Thus did Walter Cronkite famously 
end his newscasts, “And that’s the way it is.” That way, period. But the 
question the new media have asked is precisely, “Which way was it?” And, 
in answering it, they have allowed people with beliefs and values different 
from those dominating the old media to have their say. Though cable 
and radio talk shows have been derided as shoutfests, they’ve enabled 
people to think differently about the news. … The new media’s chief 
accomplishment may well turn out to be that they opened for argument 
questions to which the old media alone used to provide answers.
– ‘The Collapse of Big Media,’ by Terry Eastland This article originally appeared in the Spring 2005 

edition of The Wilson Quarterly.
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In the High Court, Blanch was 
asked by Justice Sir William Dean 
what would be the situation if the 
intelligence knowledge held by the 
federal “Crown” had been disclosed 
to the state “Crown.”

Blanch replied that if the 
material was “in the possession of 
the [NSW] Crown prosecutor and 
it was material that was hidden 
from the defence — then I think the 
result would be almost automatic 
that there would be a miscarriage 
of justice in those circumstances 
because of the duties of the Crown 
to disclose relevant material to the 
defence.”

As former High Court justice 
Michael Kirby has written 
(Australian Financial Review, May 
2, 2013), the decision whether a 
conviction should be reviewed 
“can effectively rest upon the 
determination of a single official 
advising the Minister. That advice 
takes place behind closed doors. 
In times of scarce resources, the 
temptation to refuse further enquiry 
is very large.” 

At least in Acting Justice Barr’s 
decision, we know his thinking, but 
it is still the opinion of one man. 

As Kirby argued: “Where 
questions of human freedom are at 
stake, it is not appropriate to repose 
final power in so few hands. For 
many years, the United Kingdom 
has adopted a system to review 
cases of possible miscarriages 
of justice. This was introduced 
because of the cases where alleged 
Irish terrorists were convicted on 
evidence later found to have been 
false, corrupted or unreliable. We 
have had similar cases in Australia.”

Is this not our own Birmingham 
Six or Guildford Four case?

Hamish McDonald is one of Australia’s best known 
journalists on foreign affairs. Graduate of the 
University of Sydney in government and French, 
he has been correspondent and foreign editor with 
The Sydney Morning Herald and the former Far 
Eastern Economic Review magazine, from postings in 
Jakarta, Tokyo, Hong Kong, New Delhi and Beijing 
as well as from assignments around Australia and 
the Pacific islands. He is also author of several 
books, about subjects in Asia. Based in Sydney, he 
is currently a contributing writer to The Saturday 
Paper, The Monthly, Inside Story, and the Nikkei 
Asian Review.

The ASIO file also reveals that 
the NSW Police were consciously 
aware of the Virkez intelligence 
connection and were doing 
their best, at a very high level, to 
withhold this information from the 
court.

ASIO’s knowledge was given 
some three weeks after the 
arrests to Canberra’s Special 
Interdepartmental Committee for 
Protection Against Violence, or 
SIDC-PAV, and the minutes of this 
meeting were circulated to state 
police.

The minutes, classified “secret”, 
caused consternation in Sydney 
at NSW police headquarters.  
Assistant-Commissioner Roy 
Whitelaw contacted the Sydney 
office of ASIO, which reported 
to Melbourne headquarters that 
Whitelaw was “very concerned re 
this paragraph as if the opposition 
[ie the defence] became aware of 
this information it could blow a 
hole right through the police case.”

In subsequent discussions, 
ASIO said the gist of its 
knowledge could be told to senior 
state police involved in the case, 
as long as ASIO as the source 
and the methods used were not 
revealed. Whitelaw indicated 
he would tell the heads of the 
prosecution branch and the CIB. 
Yet as we have seen, none of this 
came into the open court, or was 
shared with the defence lawyers.

The implication of this is very 
serious, and should be grounds 
for review in itself. It greatly 
reinforces the opinion of Ian 
Cunliffe, that the withholding of 
this knowledge from the trial, was 
“tantamount to perverting the 
course of justice.”

An exchange during the High 
Court stage of the case in 1986 
reinforces this point. Reg Blanch 
QC, was appearing for the New 
South Wales crown. Blanch went 
on to become Chief Judge of 
the District Court of New South 
Wales until retiring In 2014, and 
as you will have read, is currently 
reviewing the Kathleen Folbigg 
conviction.
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As with Communism’s solutions, the social solutions offered by liberalism 
were seen by Wojtyla as a cure worse than the disease, since they 
failed to reckon with the human person’s status and condition.

JOHN PAUL II

CAPITALISM’S TRENCHANT CRITIC

By Jonathan Luxmoore

he pubLicaTion of a 
long-suppressed text 
by a young Catholic 
university lecturer in 
Communist Poland 
illustrates the tensions 
and subtleties of the 

Church’s struggle against Communist 
misrule – and debunks the claim that 
Pope John Paul II was a champion 
of neo-liberal economics

When a two-volume book by 
the future Pope St John Paul II 
was published for the first time 
on Monday, it was the final act in 
a 20-year effort to see it brought 
to the world’s attention. Katolicka 
Etyka Spoleczna (‘The Catholic 
Social Ethic’) could significantly 
change our understanding of 
some of the key threads in the 
late pope’s life and work. It will 
certainly require the revision of 
the standard biographies, and will 
be a serious rebuff to those who 
have sought to portray him as a 
life-long true believer in liberal 
capitalism.

The 120,000-word text, 
published by Poland’s Catholic 
University of Lublin, shows 
the then Fr Karol Wojtyla was 
deeply versed in Marxism. It also 
reveals a young priest keenly 
aware of social injustices, drawn to 
ideas being taken up by liberation 
theologians in Latin America and 
sympathetic to campaigns to limit the 
excesses of the free market.

The book includes sections 
on revolution, class struggle and 
‘the objective superiority of the 
Communist ideal’. It discusses 
Catholic justifications for popular 
resistance and how far Church 
teaching can embrace economic and 
historical determinism.

‘In the contemporary Communist 
movement, the Church sees and 
acknowledges an expression of 
largely ethical goals,’ Wojtyla writes. 
‘Pius XI has written that criticism of 

capitalism, and protest against the 
system of human exploitation of 
human work, is undoubtedly ‘the 
part of the truth’ which Marxism 
contains.’

Virtually everything Wojtyla 
wrote prior to his election to the 
papacy in 1978 – from his clumsy 

teenage poetry to his weighty 
conference papers as a cardinal 
– has long since been published. 
So the long delay in releasing 
Katolicka Etyka Spoleczna 
might seem surprising. Officially, 
the wait has been attributed to 
disputes over its authorship and 
to John Paul II’s own reluctance 
to make it public – a preference 
very publicly ignored in the case 
of his private notebooks.

But it may also be because 
the book presents an image of 
the pontiff that some prominent 
figures would have preferred to 
keep concealed.

‘This important source text 
demonstrates a cohesion in 
how the young Fr Wojtyla 
and John Paul II evaluated 
Marxism and liberalism, and a 
steadily deepening argument 
for a Christian vision of human 
liberation and the creation 
of a culture of human rights,’ 

the editors write in their preface, 
adding: ‘Even if Wojtyla could 
have concurred with liberals and 
socialists (and even Communists) 
on his starting point for tackling 

cure worse than the disease

Pope John Paul II, 1920-2005
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ethical questions, he cannot be 
regarded as their ‘fellow-traveller’ 
or as accepting their model of 
society. As with Communism’s 
solutions, the social solutions 
offered by liberalism were seen by 
Wojtyla as a cure worse than the 
disease, since they failed to reckon 
with the human person’s status and 
condition.’

The editors acknowledge that 
the text was intended by Wojtyla 
as a ‘teaching aid’ for theology 
students rather than for publication. 
It shows that while Wojtyla was 
aware of Marxism’s philosophical 
errors, he understood the ‘social 
and moral motives’ behind its 
critical diagnosis of capitalism – 
a diagnosis which also instilled 
a ‘commitment to the cause of 
working people’. Even when seen 
in the ‘specific historical context’ of 
Communist rule in Eastern Europe, 
it provides a ‘hermeneutic key’ for 
better understanding John Paul II’s 
social encyclicals, Laborem Exercens 
(1981), Sollicitudo Rei Socialis 
(1987) and Centesimus Annus 
(1991).

Wojtyla compiled Katolicka 
Etyka Spoleczna from his 
lecture notes while completing 
an associate professorship at 
Krakow’s Jagiellonian University, 
and continued working on it after 
the university’s theology faculty 
was forcibly closed by Poland’s 
Communist rulers in 1954. 
Catholic Social Teaching had 
come to the fore in the turbulent 
post-war years in Poland. So had 
the need to study Marxism. The 
leader of the Church in Poland, 
Archbishop Stefan Wyszynski, who 
wrote extensively on social issues, 
disclosed in his prison diaries that 
he had read Marx’s Das Kapital 
three times and had been ready 
to support the Communist Party’s 
reform programme if not for its 
‘narrow atheism’. Intense debates 
were under way on how to rid the 
Church of its reactionary pre-war 
associations. While French-style 
‘personalism’ appeared to offer 
a point of encounter between 
Christianity and Marxism, the 

struggle over how to apply it was 
turning bitter.

In Warsaw, controversial figures 
such as Boleslaw Piasecki advocated 
a ‘Catholic Socialism’ and forged 
ties with Emmanuel Mounier 
and his Esprit group; in Krakow, 
the more cautious Tygodnik 
Powszechny circle, headed by 
Jerzy Turowicz, preferred the 
less politically militant Jacques 
Maritain and François Mauriac. 
It also offered a platform to  the 
youthful Fr Wojtyla, publishing his 
enthusiastic appraisal of the ‘worker 
priests’ he had encountered in 
France and Belgium.

By the time Wojtyla began 
compiling Katolicka Etyka 
Spoleczna, Wyszynski had been 
arrested and new repressions were 
under way to keep Stalin’s system 
of power intact after his death 
in March 1953. Marxism was the 
official ideology; those wishing to 
offer a Christian ethical alternative 
had first to study and understand 
it. That is what Fr Wojtyla attempts 
– not applying Marxism to 
Christianity, as Piasecki and others 
had sought to do, but winning back 
for Christianity the social justice 
ideals Marxism had expropriated.

Attention was drawn to Wojtyla’s 
unpublished text in 1996 by 
John Grondelski, a theologian at 
New Jersey’s Catholic Seton Hall 
University, who was shown one of 
few surviving copies by Professor 
Jerzy Galkowski, a former pupil of 
Wojtyla. Grondelski detected clear’ 
lines of continuity’ with John Paul 
II’s later teaching.

When I was given access two 
years later to another surviving copy 
by Romuald Kukulowicz, a former 
Wyszynski and Solidarity union 
adviser, the work’s authenticity was 
still being disputed. In his 1999 
biography of John Paul II, Witness 
to Hope, George Weigel dismissed 
it in a footnote, insisting Wojtyla 
had used notes from an older 
colleague, Fr Jan Piwowarczyk, and 
could not therefore be considered 
its author.

Weigel wrote off Katolicka Etyka 
Spoleczna as ‘a rather conventional 

presentation of the Church’s social 
doctrine in the 1950s’. This was 
rejected by Fr Jan Glowczyk of 
Rome’s John Paul II Foundation, 
who said it showed ‘clearly and 
unequivocally how deeply [Wojtyla] 
believed Christians had to resist 
injustice and oppression’.

The late Professor Tomasz 
Styczen, director of Lublin’s John 
Paul II Institute and a close friend 
of Wojtyla, assured me he was 
indeed the author, saying: ‘Wojtyla 
believed social injustices, and the 
righteous anger they aroused, 
represented a failure by those who 
accepted them –Marx and Marxism 
would never have emerged if not 
for such terrible injustices, and 
that’s why he spoke of the seeds of 
truth to be found in them. Yet he 
also realised early on that Marxism 
was based on a mistake, since 
it failed to take account of free 
choice and personal responsibility. 
This one fundamental deduction 
allowed him to create a theoretical 
diagnosis, which served in turn 
as the basis for practical action by 
others.’

This was the gist of my own 
argument when I wrote about 
Katolicka Etyka Spoleczna for The 
Tablet in January 2006. I tried to 
show how Wojtyla’s critical view 
of capitalism had given him some 
empathy for Marxist ideals, while 
suggesting that the future Pope had 
also worked out how to correct and 
counter Marxism’s appeal, and how 
a ‘moral victory’ might be achieved 
over Communist power.

Far from rejecting Marxist 
concepts such as alienation and 
exploitation, Wojtyla identified 
their historical origins in Christian 
tradition, and showed the different 
meaning attached to them by 
thinkers back to Augustine and 
Aquinas.

Working for social justice formed 
part of ‘building God’s kingdom’, 
and ‘the evil which is class struggle’ 
could be justified in achieving 
it, when ‘an exploited class fails 
to receive in a peaceful way the 
share of the common good it has 
a right to’. Wojtyla concluded: ‘The 
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Professor Agnieszka Lekka-
Kowalik, the John Paul II Institute’s 
latest director, says its release 
has been timed for the Catholic 
university’s current centenary and 
the run-up to St John Paul II’s 
100th birthday in May 2020. Alfred 
Wierzbicki, one of the co-editors, 
who worked on four typescripts 
with handwritten corrections by 
Wojtyla, including the one shown 
to John Grondelski back in 1996, 
thinks Katolicka Etyka Spoleczna’s 
stress on the ‘primacy of labour 
over capital’ will disappoint 
anyone seeking ‘a total approval of 
capitalism’ in John Paul II’s thought.

‘Fr Wojtyla saw how social life 
had to be shaped by culture – 
although this reflected a kind of 
plan, he realised political action 
couldn’t follow immediately but 
would have to mature over a 
longer period,’ Professor Wierzbicki 
told me last month. ‘He was 
concerned for the ethical order, 
rather than theorising about any 
political system. And he was deeply 
disappointed later, as Pope, that 
post-Communist Poland had failed 
to offer the world a synthesis 
between free market and Solidarity 
principles which clearly finds its 
first expression in this early work.’

The appearance of Katolicka 
Etyka Spoleczna will require 
the updating of biographies of 
St John Paul II, especially those 
which portray John Paul II as a 
prophet of US-style capitalism. 
The complex and detailed text 
illustrates the deep thought and 
preparation which went into the 
Catholic Church’s struggle against 
Communist misrule – a struggle 
substantially shaped by the insights 
and intuitions of Karol Wojtyla. 
It also serves as a reminder that 
no political or ideological lobby, 
however rich and powerful, can 
lay proprietorial claim to the social 
doctrine of the Church.

JonaThan Luxmoore is a freelance writer covering 
church news from Oxford and Warsaw. His books 
include a two-volume study of Communist-era 
martyrdom, The God of the Gulag. First published in 
The Tablet,  the International Catholic News Weekly, 
of 2nd February 2019. Reproduced with permission 
of the Publisher: http://www.thetablet.co.uk

Church is aware that the bourgeois 
mentality and capitalism as a whole, 
with its materialist spirit, acutely 
contradict the Gospel’.

After the article was published 
Archbishop Jozef Zycinski of Lublin 
convened a meeting of professors to 
denounce it. Fr Wojtyla had never 
‘shown sympathy with Marxism or 
developed a critique of capitalism’, 
he insisted. The Polish Church’s 
information agency, KAI, issued a 
text signed by Professor Andrzej 
Szostek, the Catholic university’s 
former rector and another one-time 
Wojtyla pupil, claiming that I 
appeared to ‘grotesquely assert’ 
that Fr Wojtyla had supported 
Stalinism. When Szostek denied 
having written any such thing, KAI 
published a retraction, indicating 
the paragraphs had been added 
by Zycinski without the professor’s 
knowledge.

In later correspondence with 
me, Szostek wholeheartedly 
agreed that Wojtyla had seen 
equal dangers from both ‘capitalist 
individualism’ and ‘Marxist-inspired 
totalitarianism’. His ‘heartfelt 
sensitivity to social issues’ had led 
Wojtyla, right up to his death in 
April 2005,to be ‘just as critical of 
humanity-destroying capitalism as 
he was of the Marxist therapy’.

There remained fierce resistance 
in some powerful quarters to 
any discussion of Wojtyla’s anti-
capitalist outlook. George Weigel 
again dismissed Katolicka Etyka 
Spoleczna as an ‘alleged Wojtyla 
text’, asserting without any firm 
evidence that the Pope ‘did not 
regard the work as his own’.

Knowing little if any Polish, 
Weigel was increasingly out 
on a limb. Professor Szostek 
authenticated Wojtyla’s authorship 
of Katolicka Etyka Spoleczna, 
and announced that an annotated 
edition should be available by the 
end of 2006. Some years later, some 
extracts appeared in the Catholic 
University’s quarterly journal. But 
the trail then went cold – until late 
last November, when the work’s 
publication was unexpectedly 
announced at a Lublin conference.
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INVIOLABLE FREEDOMS?

IN DISCUSSING freedom of expression we have to take into account a variety of aspects. On 
the one hand, it is not true that every thought as such, because of the mere fact that it was 
born in a human intellect, has the right to be spread about in the body politic. 

On the other hand, not only censorship and police methods, but any direct restriction of 
freedom of expression, though unavoidable in certain cases of necessity, are the worst way to 
ensure the rights of the body politic to defend freedom and the common charter and common 
morality, because any such restriction runs against the very spirit of it’s democratic society. 

A democratic society knows that human subjectivity’s inner energies, reason, and conscience 
are the most valuable springs of political life. 

It also knows that it is no use fighting ideas with cordons sanitaires and repressive measures. 
Even totalitarian States know that. Consequently they simply kill their heretics. While using 
psychotechical means to tame or corrupt ideas themselves.

Moreover, we have seen that the common agreement expressed in democratic faith is not of a 
doctrinal, but merely practical nature. As a result, the criterion for any interference of the State in 
the field of the expression of thought is also to be practical, not ideological: the more extraneous 
this criterion is to the very content of thought, the better it will be. 

It is too much for the State, for instance, to judge whether a work of art is possessed of an 
intrinsic quality of immorality (then it would condemn Baudelaire or Joyce); it is enough for it 
to judge whether an author or a publisher plans to make money in selling obscenities. 

It is too much for the State to judge whether a political theory is heretical with regard to the 
democratic faith; it is enough for it to judge—always with the institutional  guarantees of justice 
and law—whether a political heretic threatens the democratic charter by the tangible acts he 
undertakes or by receiving money from a foreign State to subsidize anti-democratic propaganda. 

You will answer quite rightly, ‘Is not the intellectual corruption of human minds, is not the 
ruining of primary verities, exceedingly more detrimental to the common good of the body 
politic than any other work of corruption?’ 

Yes, it is. But the fact is that the State is not equipped to deal with matters of intelligence.

Each time the State disregards that basic truth, which depends on its own nature, intelligence 
is victimized. And since intelligence has always its revenge, it is the body politic which, in one 
way or another, is finally victimized. 

Only one society can deal with matters of intelligence—that is the Church, because she is a 
spiritual society. Yet she, who knows what’s what, had in the past some sad experiences in giving 
an eye to such ideas as the movement of the earth, and she does not use without thoughtful 
misgivings her spiritual weapons against her own heretics.

– Jacques Maritain, ‘The Range of Reason,’ in The Political Philosophy of Jacques Maritain, eds. Joseph Evans and Leo Ward, New York, 
Image books, 1965, pp 142-143.
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‘ “The favourite object,’ says Dr Leland, a Protestant clergyman, and dignitary  
of the Irish Church, “of the Irish Gov ernment and the English Parliament, was,  

the utter extermination of all the Catholic inhabitants of Ireland”. ’

IRELAND UNDER THE ENGLISH
By Rev. Sydney Smith [1771-1845]

odern princes 
c h a n g e  t h e 
u n i f o r m  o f 
regiments: Henry 
V I I I  c h a n g e d 
t h e  r e l i g i o n 
o f  k i n g d o m s , 

and was determined that the belief 
of the Irish should undergo a radical 
and Protestant conversion. With what 
success this attempt was made, the 
present state of Ireland is sufficient 
evidence.

‘ “Be not dismayed,” said Elizabeth,’ 
on hearing that O’Neil meditated some 
designs against her government, ‘tell 
my friends, if he arise, it will be to their 
advantage – there will be estates for those 
who want.’ 

Soon after this prophetic speech, 
Munster was destroyed by famine and 
the sword, and near 600,000 acres 
forfeited to the Crown, and distributed 
among Englishmen. Sir Walter Raleigh 
(the virtuous and good) butchered the 
garrison of Limerick in cold blood, after 
Lord Deputy Gray had selected 700 to 
be hanged. 

There were, during the reign of 
Elizabeth, three invasions of Ireland by 
the Spaniards, produced principally by 
the absurd measures of this Princess 
for the reformation of its religion. 
The Catholic clergy, in con sequence 
of these measures, aban doned their 
cures, the churches fell to ruin, and the 
people were left with out any means of 
instruction. 

Add to these circumstances the 
murder of M’Mahon, the imprisonment 
of M’Toole1 and O’Dogherty, and the 
kidnapping of O’Donnel – all truly 
Anglo-Hibernian proceedings. The 
execution of the laws was rendered 
detestable and intolerable by the 
queen’s officers of justice.

The spirit raised by these transactions, 
besides innumerable smaller 
insurrections, gave rise to the great 
wars of Desmond and Hugh O’Neal; 
which, after they had worn out the 
ablest generals, discomfited the choicest 
troops, exhausted the trea sure, and 
embarrassed the operations of Elizabeth, 
were determined by the destruction 
of these two ancient fami lies, and by 
the confiscation of more than half the 
territorial surface of the island. 

The two last years of O’Neal’s wars 
cost Elizabeth £140,000 per annum, 
though the whole revenue of England 
at that period fell consider ably short of 
£500,000. Essex, after the destruction of 
Norris, led into Ireland an army of above 
20,000 men, which was totally baffled 
and destroyed by Tyrone, within two 
years of their landing.

Such was the importance of Irish 
rebellions two centuries before the 
time in which we live. Sir G. Carew 
attempted to assassinate the Lurgan Earl 
– Mountjoy compelled the Irish rebels 

to massacre each other. In the course of 
a few months 3,000 men were starved to 
death in Tyrone. Sir Arthur Chichester, 
Sir Richard Man son, and other 
commanders, saw three children feeding 
on the flesh of their dead mother. Such 
were the golden days of good Queen 
Bess!

By the rebellions of Dogherty in the 
reign of James I, six northern counties 
were confiscated, amounting to 500,000 
acres. In the same manner, 64,000 acres 
were confiscat ed in Athlone. The whole 
of his con fiscations amount to nearly a 
million acres; and if [Thomas] Leland 
[Protestant historian of Ireland] means 
plantation acres, they constitute a twelfth 
of the whole kingdom according to 
Newen ham, and a tenth according to Sir 
W. Petty. 

The most shocking and scan dalous 
action in the reign of James, was his 
attack upon the whole pro perty of the 
province of Connaught, which he would 
have effected, if he had not been bought 
off by a sum greater than he hoped to 
gain by his iniquity, besides the luxury 
of confis cation. The Irish, during the 
reign of James I, suffered under the 
double evils of a licentious soldiery, and a 
religious persecution.

Charles the First took a bribe of 
£120,000 from his Irish subjects, to 
grant them what in those days were 
called Graces, but in these days would 
be denominated the Elements of Justice. 
The money was paid, but the graces were 
never granted. One of these graces is 
curious enough: ‘That the [Protestant] 
clergy were not to be permitted to keep 
henceforward any private prisons of 
their own, but delinquents were to be 
committed to the public jails’. The idea of 
a rector, with his own private jail full of 
dissenters, is the most ludicrous piece of 
tyranny we ever heard of.

irish history
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The troops in the beginning of 
Charles’s reign were supported by the 
weekly fines levied upon the Catholics 
for non-attendance upon established 
worship. The [Protestant] Archbishop 
of Dublin went himself, at the head 
of a file of musketeers, to disperse 
a Catholic congregation in Dublin 
– which object he effected after a 
con siderable skirmish with the priests.

‘The favourite object,’ says Dr 
Leland, a Protestant clergyman, and 
dignitary of the Irish Church, ‘of the 
Irish Gov ernment and the English 
Parliament, was, the utter extermination 
of all the Catholic inhabitants of 
Ireland.’ The great rebellion took place 
in this reign, and Ireland was one scene 
of blood and cruelty and confiscation.

Cromwell began his career in 
Ire land by massacring for five days the 
garrison of Drogheda, to whom quar ter 
had been promised. Two million and 
a half acres were confiscated. Whole 
towns were put up in lots and sold. The 
Catholics were banished from three-
fourths of the kingdom, and confined 
to Connaught. After a certain day, every 
Catholic found out of Connaught was 
to be punished with death. 

Fleetwood complains peevishly ‘that 
the people do not trans port readily,’ – 
but adds, ‘it is doubtless a work in which 
the Lord will appear:’  Ten thousand 
Irish were sent as recruits to the 
Spanish Army.

Nothing can show more strongly 
the light in which the Irish were held 
by Cromwell, than the correspond-
ence with Henry Cromwell, respect ing 
the peopling of Jamaica from Ireland. 
Secretary Thurloe sends to Henry, 
the Lord Deputy in Ireland, to inform 
him that ‘a stock of Irish girls, and 
Irish young men, are wanted for the 
peopling of Jamaica.’ The answer of 
Henry Cromwell is as follows:- 

‘Concerning the supply of young 
men, although we must use force in 
taking them up, yet it being so much for 
their own good, and likely to be of so 
great advantage to the public, it is not 
the least doubted but that you may 
have such a number of them as you 
may think fit to make use of on this 
account.

‘I shall not need repeat anything 
respecting the girls, not doubting to 
answer your expectations to the full 
in that; and I think it might be of like 

advantage to your affairs there, and 
vours here, if we should think fit to 
send 1,500 or 2,000 boys to the place 
above mentioned. We can well spare them 
and who knows but that it may be the 
means of making them Eng lishmen, I 
mean rather Christians? As for the girls, 
I suppose you will make provisions of 
clothes, and other accommodations 
for them.’ Upon this, Thurloe informs 
Henry Crom well that the council have 
voted ‘4,000 girls, and as many boys, to 
go to Jamaica’.

Every Catholic priest found in 
Ireland was hanged, and five pounds 
paid to the informer. 

‘About the years 1652 and 1653,’ 
says Colonel Lawrence, in his Interests 
of Ireland, ‘the plague and famine had 
swept away whole counties, that a man 
might travel twenty or thirty miles and 
not see a living creature, either man, or 
beast, or bird – they being all dead, or 
had quitted those desolate places. Our 
soldiers would tell stories of the places 
where they saw smoke – it was so rare 
to see either smoke by day, or fire or 
candle by night. 

In this manner did the Irish live 
and die under Cromwell, suffering 
by the sword, famine, pesti lance and 
persecution, beholding the confiscation 
of a kingdom and the banishsment of 
a race. 

 ‘So that there perished (says Sir W. 
Petty) in the year 1641, 650,000 human 
beings, whose blood somebody must 
atone for to God and the King!’

In the reign of Charles II, by the 
Act of Settlement, four million and a 
half of acres were for ever taken from 
the Irish. ‘This country,’ says the Earl 
of Essex, Lord Lieutenant in 1675, ‘has 
been perpetually rent and torn since his 
Majesty’s restoration. I can compare it 
to nothing better than the flinging the 
reward on the death of a deer among 
the pack of hounds – where everyone 
pulls and tears where he can for 
himself.’

All wool grown in Ireland was, by 
Act of Parliament, compelled to be 
sold to England; and Irish cattle were 
ex cluded from England. The English, 
however, were pleased to except 30,000 
head of cattle, sent as a gift from 
Ireland to the sufferers in the great fire! 
– and the first day of the Sessions, after 
this act of munificence, the Parliament 
passed fresh acts of exclusion against 
the productions of that country.

By the Articles of Limerick the Irish 
were promised the free exercise of their 
religion; but from that period to the 
year 1788 every year produced some 
fresh penalty against that reli gion – 
some liberty was abridged, some right 
impaired, or some suffer ing increased.

By acts in King William’s reign2 they 
were prevented from being solicitors. 
No Catholic was allowed to marry 
a Protestant, and any Catholic who 
sent his son to Catholic countries for 
education was to forfeit all his lands. In 
the reign of Queen Anne any son of a 
Catholic who chose to turn Pro testant 
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got possession of the father’s estate. No 
Papist was allowed to pur chase freehold 
property, or to take a lease for more 
than thirty years. 

If a Protestant dies intestate, the 
estate is to go to the next Protestant 
heir, though all to the tenth generation 
should be Catholic. In the same 
manner, if a Catholic dies intestate, his 
estate is to go to the next Protestant. 

No Papist is to dwell in Limerick or 
Galway. No Papist is to take an annuity 
for life. The widow of a Papist turning 
Pro testant to have a portion of the chat-
tels of deceased in spite of any will. 
Every Papist teaching schools to be 
presented as a regular Popish convict. 

Prices of catching Catholic priests from 
5s. to £10, according to rank. Papists are 
to answer all questions respecting other 
Papists, or to be committed to jail for 
twelve months.

No trust to be undertaken for 
Papists. No Papist to be on Grand 
Juries. Some notion may be formed 
of the spirit of those times from an 
order of the House of Commons, ‘that 
the Serjeant at Arms should take into 
custody all Papists that should pre sume 
to come into the gallery!” (Com mons’ 
Joumal, vol. iii, fol. 976).

During this reign the English 
Parliament legislated as absolutely for 
Ireland as they do now for Rut landshire 

– an evil not to be com plained of if 
they had done it as justly. In the reign 
of George I the horses of Papists were 
seized for the militia, and rode by 
Protestants; towards which the Catholics 
paid double, and were compelled to 
find Protestant substitutes. They were 
prohibited from voting at vestries, or 
being high or petty constables.

An act of the English Parliament in 
this reign opens as follows: – ‘Whereas 
attempts have been lately made to 
shake off the subjection of Ireland to 
the Imperial Crown of these realms, 
be it enacted,’ etc etc. In the reign of 
George II four-sixths of the population 
were cut off from the right of voting at 
elections by the necessity under which 
they were placed of taking the oath 
of supre macy. Barristers and solicitors 
marry ing Catholics are exposed to all 
the penalties of Catholics. 

Persons robbed by privateers during 
a war with a Catholic State are to be 
indemnified by a levy on the Catholic 
inhabitants of the neighbourhood. 
All marriages between Catholics and 
Protestants are annulled. All Popish 
priests cele brating them are to be 
hanged.

‘This system” (says Arthur Young) 
‘has no other tendency than that of 
driving out of the kingdom all the 
personal wealth of the Catholics, and 
extinguishing their industry within 
it! and the face of the country, every 
object which presents itself to travel lers, 
tells him how effectually this has been 
done.” – Young’s Tour of Ireland, vol ii, 
p.48.

Such is the history of Ireland.

sydney smiTh, 1771-1845, English Protestant cler-
gyman, and wit.  From his review of ‘Memoirs of 
Captain Rock,’ in the Edinburgh Review, October 
1824. See Essays by Sydney Smith [reprinted from 
the Edinburgh Review] George Routledge and 
Sons, London, [undated] pp. 426 ff.

1. There are not a few of the best and most humane 
Englishmen of the present day, who, when under the 
influence of fear or anger, would think it no great 
crime to put to death people whose names begin 
with O or Mac. The violent death of Smith. Green, 
or Thomson, would throw the neighbourhood into 
convul sions, and the regular forms would be adhered 
to – but little would be really thought of the death of 
anybody called O’Dogherty or O’Toole.

2. “Among the persons most puzzled and perplexed by 
the two opposite Royal claims on their allegiance, were 
the clergymen of the Established Church; who having 
first prayed for King James as their lawful sovereign, 
as soon as William was proclaimed took to praying for 
him; but again, on the success of the Jacobite forces in 
the north, very prudently prayed for King James once 
more, till the arrival of Schomberg, when, as far as his 
quarters reached, they returned to praying for King 
William again.’

Secularisation  
of Religion

THE PERMEATION of European civilization by Christianity 
was never complete, and in proportion as the Church became 

embodied in the social order it tended itself to become secularized 
and to be absorbed by the world.

 Consequently, when the State became once more conscious of its 
power, and attempted to vindicate its sovereignty over the whole of 
social life, it was supported not only by the politician and the business 
man, but by the religious reformer who wished to restore the spiritual 
liberty of the Church and to free it from secular in fluences.

Religion gradually retreated into man’s inner life, and left social 
and economic life to the State and to a civilization which grew steadily 
more secularized. 

A man’s debt to religion was paid by an hour or two in church on 
Sundays, and the rest of the week was devoted to the real business 
of life—above all, the making of money.

Such a division of life into two compartments—and very unequal 
ones at that—was not the Christian solu tion, nor could it be 
permanently successful. 

If religion loses its hold on social life, it eventually loses its hold on 
life altogether. And this is what has happened in the case of modern 
Europe.

The new secularized civilization is not content to dominate the 
outer world and to leave man’s inner life to religion; it claims the whole 
man.

Once more Christianity is faced, as it was at the beginning, with the 
challenge of a world which will accept no appeal from its judgment, 
and which recognizes no higher power than its own will. 

Indeed it would almost seem as though the prospect to-day was 
even darker than it was at the beginning.

— Christopher Dawson, Religion and the Modern State, London, Sheed and Ward, 1935, p. xx.
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CYBER 
WEAPONS

KLimburg is not greatly 
concerned by the 
burgeoning power of 

the private corporations, like 
those in Silicon Valley, that 
run the online platforms 
on which the government’s 
influence operations take 
place. In his view they are 
independent and have purely 
commercial interests. But if 
we want to understand the 
growing imbalance of power 
in online persuasion, we might 
ask more questions than 
he does about the carefully 
guarded lack of transparency 
with which the titanic Silicon 
Valley companies operate. The 
interests that now guide what 
technologies they produce are 
not entirely commercial ones. 
The national security community 
has exploited the private sector to 
help develop America’s immense 
cyber-capabilities. … The Internet, 
as is well known, owes its origins 
to DARPA (the Defense Advanced 
Research Projects Agency), the 
agency responsible for establishing 
and cultivating new military 
technologies. According to the “free 
Internet” narrative encouraged by 
Obama, Silicon Valley, and the 

Defense Department, the Internet 
technologies we use, from software 
to social media platforms, are 
controlled by the private sector. 
However, when DARPA boasts 
online about the technologies 
whose research and development 
it has sponsored, it lists, along 
with the Internet, the graphical 
user interfaces that allow us to 
interact with our devices, artificial 
intelligence and speech recognition 

technologies, and high-performance 
polymers for advanced liquid 
crystal display technology. These 
technologies encompass every 
aspect of the smartphone. Our 
online lives wouldn’t be possible 
without the commercialization of 
military innovations.

– Tamsin Shaw, ‘Beware the Big Five’ Review of 
The Darkening Web: The War for Cyberspace,  by 
Alexander Klimburg,  The New York Review of 
Books April 5, 2018
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Dr Leslie Rumble, a Missionary of the Sacred Heart priest (msc),  publicly 
answered questions on every subject  and gave particularly intelligent commentary 

on, and critique of, psychology over a number of years. His one-hour ‘Question 
Box’ program, which began in 1928, was aired on Sydney’s 2SM radio 
station, and was heard all over Australia and New Zealand until 1968.

PSYCHOLOGY  
AND DR LESLIE AUDOEN RUMBLE 

By Wanda Skowronksa

h e  f i r s T 
p s y c h o l o g i c a l 
laboratory, widely 
a g r e e d  u p o n 
as  marking the 
start of ‘modern’ 
psychology,  was 

established in 1879 by Wilhelm 
Wundt in Germany at Leipzig 
University. 

Australia came relatively late to 
the scene in establishing psychology 
as an academic discipline in its 
universities. There were some 
psychology courses for the benefit 
of medical students from 1890 
onwards at Melbourne university, 
which had included abnormal 
psychology courses, as it was then 
understood. 

A psychology laboratory was 
established in Melbourne in 1903 
by Dr John Smyth, the Principal 
of the Teachers’ College. The 
first professor of psychology in 
Australia was Tasman Lovell (1878 
- 1958) who became McCaughey 
associate professor of psychology 
at the University of Sydney in 1921 
becoming full professor in 1928.1

By the time Australians had 
jumped on the psychology 
bandwagon, the ever stronger 
influences of Freud and the 
behaviourists were establishing 
the new psychological Zeitgeist 
and were becoming increasingly 
entrenched in the era’s 
deterministic and materialist views. 

There was no Australian Catholic 
university such as Louvain or the 
Catholic University of America, 
where Catholics could study 
psychology under the guidance 
of scholars who had successfully 
integrated the best of their faith 
and psychology -  scholars such as 
Rudolf Allers,  Fr Edward Pace and 
Cardinal Désiré-Joseph Mercier. 

There was someone, however, 
who became a source of insightful 
Australian commentary on 
psychology during its earliest phase 
- for scholar and layman alike.

Not long after the first 
psychology department was formed 
at the University of Sydney Fr (Dr 
- Doc) Rumble, a Missionary of 
the Sacred Heart priest (MSC),  
publicly answered questions on 
every subject  and gave particularly 
intelligent commentary on, and 

critique of, psychology over a 
number of years. His one-hour 
‘Question Box’ program, which 
began in 1928, was  aired on 
Sydney’s 2SM radio station , and 
was heard all over Australia and 
New Zealand until 1968.

The longest discourses on 
psychology can be read in Volume 3 
of Radio Replies (1942) which is the 
published version of his answers.2 
From question 1079 - 1094, he gives 
clear accounts in a very synthesised 
form, of what he called ‘New 
Psychology’ and ‘Psychoanalysis’. For 
example in reply to a question as to 
whether psychology was a science 
(there were boundary issues from 
the outset of modern psychology), 
Doc Rumble answers: 

Yes, within its proper sphere. 
Its duty is to observe arrange, and 
classify facts making allowance for 
all the facets of human personality, 
including free will but psychology 
does not mean determinism. ....It is 
unscientific to deny free will, and 
philosophical nonsense.3

In this answer, he says a lot, in 
highlighting the nature of scientific 
endeavour  ‘to observe, arrange, 
and classify facts’  and pointing 
out that, as psychology deals with 
‘human personality’, it needs to take 
in ‘all the facets,’ presumably that 
a person is not just a body, but a 
soul also.  In the latter part of his 
answer, he challenges the era’s blind 
acceptance of determinism as a key 

australia’s Bishop Fulton sheen

Progress or 
Regress?

If we are bound to improve
we need not trouble to 

improve.
The pure doctrine of progress
is the best of all reasons for
not being a progressive.
- G.K.Chesterton, Orthodoxy, The Bodley 
Head London, 1949 ed. pp 183-4; 185-6. 
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to all human behaviour, indicating 
that rather than being scientific to 
adopt assert determinism, it is in 
fact unscientific to do so as this 
ignores the existence of human 
free will. The simplicity, clarity and 
depth, evident in his reply here, 
were typical of his answers to the 
thousands who questioned him on 
all aspects of psychology. 

Continuing this discussion 
of the problems of classification 
and philosophical assumptions  of 
psychology, Doc Rumble explains: 

One division of experimental 
psychology is called medical 
psychology and its method is 
called psycho-therapy, or the 
healing of the mind of the patient 
by the mind of the practitioner. ... 
No one can doubt the connection 
between mental states and certain 
psychical and moral disorders.4

Here he is pointing out that 
not only psychical disorders but 
moral disorders can be assisted by 
psychology - a very prophetic view 
of the future co-operation between 
clergy and psychologists in dealing 
with addictions, abortion grief and 
various personality disorders. 

While going on to say, ‘psycho-
therapy has wrought many 
cures. ... not due to magic or any 
superstitious elements ... but due to 
the use of his own mind and will 
by the patient under the direction 
of one capable of inducing in him a 
completely changed mental outlook’, 
he issues a warning that while ‘No 
Catholic, therefore, could condemn 
the practice of psycho-therapy in 
itself ’, he would have to be on the 
lookout for ‘abuses in the name of 
psycho-therapy’ and he states that 
‘abuses are certainly present in that 
form of psycho-therapy which is 
known as Freudian psycho-analysis.5 

While specifying Freud’s reliance 
on determinism and ignoring of 
the human soul, as part of the 
‘abuses’, Doc Rumble did not throw 
all psychology to the dogs. In 
answer to a question as to whether 
Catholics can study or make use 
of psychology, there is no blanket 
condemnation of the field, as was to 
issue from future critics, particularly 

from those espousing biblical 
counselling, but rather a warning 
that prudence was necessary in 
evaluating each approach on its 
merits. He states: 

They may make the 
fullest possible use of it, 
provided it remains practical 
psychology and does not 
through misinterpretation and 
misdirection, trespass on the 
province of religion and morals.6

This advocacy of a judicious 
approach stood in contrast to the 
thrall in which many Catholics 
were held with regard to Freud 
(and perhaps even more so later, 
with Jung). It also predates similar 
conclusions by future Catholic 
psychologists such as Paul Vitz 
whose seminal work Psychology as 
Religion (1977) started a wave of 
Catholic critique of the assumptions 
underlying the various psychological 
approaches to counselling in the 
modern and post-modern era. 

When one adds the philosophical 
and theological anthropology 
present throughout the Radio 
Replies, to be again clearly 
articulated by the future Pope John 
Paul II, and taught at the Institutes 
bearing his name, one is presented 
with a clearly reasoned, intelligent 
and understandable account of the 
benefits and dangers of ‘modern 
psychology’ in its relatively early 
phase in Australia. 

While other countries clearly 
separated the academic and lay 
worlds , Doc Rumble was able to 
reach the terrain of both through 
radio and the Catholic media in a 
way that was perhaps unique in the 
history of psychology. 

Doc Rumble saw the problems of 
boundary definition in psychology 
and the concomitant attempts to 
lure Catholics away from their 
rich theological and philosophical 
legacy. He saw what future 
historian of psychology, Sigismund 
Koch observed decades later, that 
psychology was not an autonomous 
field, reduced to Comptean 
positivism, it was not ‘a single or 
coherent discipline but rather a 
collectivity of studies of varied cast, 
some few of which may qualify as a 
science while most do not’.7 

Psychology, in studying the human 
person, necessarily includes how 
that person thinks philosophically, 
culturally and spiritually. One 
suspects Dr Rumble would have 
been at ease with Koch’s future 
advocacy for a more multi-faceted 
approach to the study of psychology 
- proposing the term ‘Psychological 
Studies’ to encapsulate the ambiguity 
and mystery of the human person. 
And in the midst of the growing 
anti-religious Zeitgeist of the 
early twentieth century, Australian 
Catholics were fortunate indeed to 
have access to such pertinent and 
perceptive commentary of a very 
high order, in their mainstream 
media, concerning the strengths 
and weaknesses of psychology’s 
ever burgeoning and enthralling 
influence.

Wanda  skoWronska is a registered psychologist 
who works as a counsellor in inner city schools in 
Sydney. She has   a PhD in Psychology/Theology 
from Melbourne’s John-Paul II Institute. She has 
done voluntary work for the Catholic pro life 
organisation Family Life International, and is a 
regular contributor to Annals.

1. Information about the beginnings of psychology and 
about Lovell’s life and career can be obtained from 
W.M.. O’Neil, “Teaching and Practice of Psychology 
in Australia in the First Phases”  Ronald Taft and 
Mary Nixon (Eds.), Psychology in Australia: Achievements 
and Prospects (South Australia: Pergamon Press, 1977),  
Chapter 1: 2-34.

2. Fathers Rumble and Carty, Radio Replies, (US: Tan 
Books and Publishers Inc., 1979, originally published 
in 1942 by Radio Replies Press, St Paul, Minnesota), Vol 
3, 1084. Henceforth Rumble, RR - 3. 

3. Rumble, RR - 3, Question 1083. For more on this issue 
see the following: Sigismund Koch and David Leary, A 
Century of Psychology as Science (New York: McGraw-
Hill Book Company, 1985) :  17 ff. 

4. Rumble, RR - 3, Q. 1085.
5. Ibid. 
6. Rumble, RR - 3, Q 1086.
7. Sigmund Koch, The Nature and Limits of Psychological 

Knowledge: Lessons of a Century qua “Science”, 
American Psychologist, 36, (March, 1981), 257. 



ANNALS AUSTRALASIA  18  JULY 2019

ISLAMIST 
CULTURE

The saudi royals are caught in 
a perfect trap: Weakened by 
succession laws that encourage 

turnover, they cling to ancestral 
ties between king and preacher.  
The Saudi clergy produces 
Islamism, which both threatens 
the country and gives legitimacy to 
the regime. One has to live in the 
Muslim world to understand the 
immense transformative influence 
of religious television channels on 
society by accessing its weak links: 
households, women, rural areas. 
Islamist culture is widespread in 
many countries — Algeria, Morocco, 
Tunisia, Libya, Egypt, Mali, 
Mauritania. There are thousands of 
Islamist newspapers and clergies 
that impose a unitary vision of the 
world, tradition and clothing on 
the public space, on the wording 
of the government’s laws and on 
the rituals of a society they deem 
to be contaminated. It is worth 
reading certain Islamist newspapers 
to see their reactions to the attacks 
in Paris. The West is cast as a land 
of “infidels.” The attacks were the 
result of the onslaught against 
Islam. Muslims and Arabs have 
become the enemies of the secular 
and the Jews. The Palestinian 
question is invoked along with 
the rape of Iraq and the memory 
of colonial trauma, and packaged 
into a messianic discourse meant 
to seduce the masses. Such talk 
spreads in the social spaces below, 
while up above, political leaders 
send their condolences to France 
and denounce a crime against 
humanity. This totally schizophrenic 
situation parallels the West’s 
denial regarding Saudi Arabia. All 
of which leaves one skeptical of 
Western democracies’ thunderous 
declarations regarding the necessity 
of fighting terrorism. Their war can 
only be myopic, for it targets the 
effect rather than the cause. Since 
ISIS is first and foremost a culture, 

not a militia, how do you prevent 
future generations from turning 
to jihadism when the influence of 
Fatwa Valley and its clerics and its 

culture and its immense editorial 
industry remains intact?

- Kamel Daoudnov, ‘Saudi Arabia, an ISIS that has 
made it,’ The New York Times, Nov 20, 2015. 
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Across
8 Extra benefit for crazy bosun (5)
9 A Los Angeles Royal Marine is the 

first prophet of doom (8)
10 Punch learner, a rep, with flame 

producing apparatus (8)
11 Irishman in a green film (6)
12 Fool set off with items of property 

(6)
14 A haystack and George Bernard on 

an Asian two-wheeled vehicle (8)
16 A big wave for chap returning in 

ragged suit (7)
18 Cooked her veal in French port (?)
21 Sign of a snake in sculling event 

(4,4)
23 Hairdresser at war? (6)
24 First female prisoner on the bottle 

(6)
26 Worldwide force bury half of police 

(8)
28 Aversion of bad diets cover 

Australia’s southernmost state (8)
29 Clean out and pierce abscess (5)

Down
1 Order various silks for characters in 

print (8)
2 Be acquainted with one thousand at 

this time (4)
3 Rewards for overseas vehicles? (6)
4 Poor sap lost in Japanese city (7)
5 Mexican state revolutionary supports 

tent dweller losing right (8)
6 Time up for discharge (4)
7 Wrong tags on these South African 

people (6)
13 Queen, non-smoker, and the 

tip-top German surrealist painter 
Max (5)

15 On board, father starts mooring 
with a sudden burst of activity (5)

17 Stinginess lands Hathaway in 
disorder (8)

19 Logically argued about editor 
taking in a son (8)

20 Formulas precise ingredients (7)
22 Oi! Girl is up on drilling platform! 

(6)
23 Tom let out milk producers (6)
25 Obtain a type of Japanese footwear 

(4)
27 Call right international bank! (4)
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Truly great visual art, like musical composition and literature is by its very nature 
timeless. Modernism seemed to me thereafter to be largely a false form of temporal 

determinism and indeed within 15 years it did indeed become largely a spent, historical 
force.  Suddenly the expression post-modernism was on every would-be expert’s lips.

EDUCATIONAL ADVENTURES
By Giles Auty

n a recenT visit to 
Br i sbane where 
I  d e l i v e r e d  a 
couple of talks – 
one of which was 
to the excellent 
l o c a l  C a p t a i n 

Cook Society – I found myself, 
following discussions with my 
regular publisher Connor Court, 
with the highly agreeable prospect 
of writing a substantial book on 
the history and making of visual art 
illustrated with my own paintings.  
What an entirely welcome if utterly 
unexpected project!

For about a third of my previous 
working life I wrote weekly art 
criticism for The Spectator in Britain 
and rather more occasionally for 
international art magazines such 
as Apollo and then ultimately for a 
brace of Australian newspapers.  At 
the conclusion of my relationship 
with the second of those I have 
written much more widely largely 
on the social, political and religious 
issues which have always deeply 
interested me. Looking back, I 
think now that I first began writing 
for Annals way back in 2002 – a 
relationship I have always treasured 
not least for the much greater 
breadth of opportunity it gave me.

While painting and art history 
were once my specialist subjects 
I have greatly welcomed my 
subsequent chance to branch out.  
In any case my understanding of 
art was almost always at odds with 
certain prevailing orthodoxies 
which I viewed and still view 

largely as either destructive or 
superficial.  In my 2016 anthology 
published by Connor Court Culture 
at Crisis Point I refer in Chapter 
33 to events which helped banish 
my confused initial feelings about 
contemporary art and its largely 
self-inflicted predicaments.

An actual turning point came 
for me, in fact, in Madrid during a 
series of initial visits I paid to the 
Prado Museum there way back in 
1963.  Franco was still in power 
then in a Spain which was still 

about as unlike a modern – let 
alone post-modern – European 
country as can be imagined.

The whole experience was 
deeply educational, in fact, for 
a recent Catholic convert as I 
wandered through Southern Spain 
for two months at the wheel of 
a tough little French car.  That 
trip marked the very first time I 
saw oranges and lemons actually 
growing on trees and was even 
more remarkable for my hearing 
a Dominican monk preaching a 
crusade against communism in 
South America in the cathedral at 
Manzanares. 

He did this from a pulpit situated 
way up on one of the pillars of 
the building actually during Mass.  
Clearly I had much to learn then 
about the greater world.  In those 
days the road to the wonderful 
ancient Spanish city of Ronda was 
so terrifying that a friend’s sister 
once had to be sedated and driven 
back to the safety of the nearby 
coast during the hours of darkness. 

At Mijas – subsequently the 
site for the late Lew Hoad’s tennis 
ranch – the local priest often joined 
in for a few kicks in the Sunday 
afternoon football game which took 
place between the village church 
and a miniature bull ring.  The 
Atlas mountains in Morocco were 
consistently visible on clear days 
from the strange little villa I rented 
on top of a rock. Almost everything 
in Spain was still unbelievably 
cheap during the European winter 
of 1963 which was one of the 

not when, But what

Support for 
Terror

The indulgence with which 
Communist countries treated 

Middle Eastern extremists 
was not reserved for Carlos 
alone. Abu Nidal and his Fatah 
Revolutionary Council, who 
were violently opposed to 
Yasser Arafat and the PLO, 
working first for the Iraqis 
and then for the Syrians, also 
benefited from such support, 
but to a lesser degree, since 
they were judged to be less 
controllable. Nevertheless, 
their leader, when extremely ill, 
could still travel in secret to the 
other side of the Iron Curtain for 
medical help.

– The Black Book of Communism, 
Stephane Courtois et alii, Harvard 
University Press, 1999, p.358 [100]
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coldest on record in Britain and 
which I was extremely lucky to 
escape.

Prior to that visit to Spain I 
felt regularly perplexed about the 
course being taken by art in USA 
especially where so-called Abstract 
Expressionism was then at its 
height.  According to fashionable 
contemporary theorists painting 
was nearing the final stages of 
its inevitable evolution from 
clear depictions of our physical 
world to much more supposedly 
meaningful arrangements of simple 
colours – in the case of Mark 
Rothko – or masses of incoherent, 
subconsciously-sourced marks in 
the case of Jackson Pollock.

Apparently both of the latter 
somehow represented ‘progress’ but 
certainly did not seem so to me in 
the face of the many masterpieces 
by Velazquez, Goya and others 
which were housed in the Prado.  
It was late one afternoon in fact 
in a largely deserted Prado that 
art historical time ceased to be of 
primary importance to me when it 
at last became clear that what any 
particular age produced rather than 
when, was all that really mattered.

Truly great visual art, like musical 
composition and literature is by its 
very nature timeless. Modernism 
seemed to me thereafter to be 
largely a false form of temporal 
determinism and indeed within 15 

years it did indeed become largely 
a spent, historical force .  Suddenly 
the expression post-modernism was 
on every would-be expert’s lips.  
Art was subsequently relegated 
to being a largely unaware arm of 
surreptitiously motivated politics.  
In short was art serving the correct 
neo-Marxist cause of the moment 
or not?

During the last years when I 
taught painting and art history 
regularly ‘women’s art’ suddenly 
became the chosen post-modernist 
cause of the moment. Apparently 
such art was always suppressed 
unfairly by men throughout 
previous centuries – which was 
certainly news to me.  Today the 
Tate Gallery in London, under 
a female director, demands an 
absolute maximum of female 
representation.

Indeed aesthetic judgement 
which was once the whole basis 
of scholarly criticism is dismissed 
today by post-modernists as ‘a 
parlour game played by the elite 
of a dominant class with no value, 
no set of effective measurements, 
no basis in general consensus 
and no compelling virtues, Thus 
all aesthetic considerations can 
be dismissed’.  The preceding 
paragraph appears in Culture War by 
Alexander Adams.  (Societas 2019).  
Adams is a recent dissident from 
neo-Marxist orthodoxies himself.

The first contact I had with 
Australia was to deliver the annual 
Jack Manton Memorial lecture at 
the Art Gallery of New South Wales 
on a subject of my choice.  The 
previous year’s speaker had been 
Neil McGregor, then director of 
the National Gallery in London.  I 
chose the opportunity to question 
what the effect on visual art would 
have been if the adjective modern 
had been held to refer solely to 
period rather than to style or 
attitude.

It could be argued in my view 
that an early 20th century American 
artist such as Edward Hopper was 
inevitably just as ‘modern’ in his 
sensibilities as Mark Rothko, say, or 
Jackson Pollock even if his chosen 
mode of visual expression was 
entirely different.  To me at least, 
Hopper’s famous urban painting 
‘Nighthawks’ was and is no less 
‘modern’ in its sensibilities than, 
say, what is widely regarded as the 
greatest American novel of the 20th 
century: Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great 
Gatsby.

As I have suggested the seven 
decades of modernist dominance 
dating from roughly 1905 to 
1975 were largely a time of 
formal innovation in the visual 
arts, literature, poetry, music, the 
theatre and dance.  Taking their 
cue from technology all of such 
arts implied that their every novelty 
was ‘evolutionary’ and ‘progressive’ 
rather than based on a mere 
borrowing of rhetorical language 
from totally unrelated sciences.  
Yet the arts fairly obviously are not 
some sub-branch of aeronautical 
engineering, say, so that art’s 
attempted analogy always tended to 
be false.

That said, I do not for a moment 
deny the importance to art of 
genuine innovators such as Matisse 
and Picasso whose art depended on 
genuine individualism rather than 
some form of blanket innovation.  
In the meantime artists such as 
Bonnard in France and Stanley 
Spencer in England resisted easy 
classification.  True individualism 
should always have been the 

Spies and Informers

On 16 March 1919 Cheka detachments stormed the Putilov factory, 
which was defended by armed workers. Approximately 900 workers 

were arrested. In the next few days more than 200 strikers were executed 
without trial in the Schlusselburg fortress, about thirty-five miles from 
Petrograd. A new working practice was set in place whereby all the strikers 
were fired and were rehired only after they had signed a declaration stating 
that they had been deceived and ‘led into crime’ by counterrevolutionary 
leaders.9 Henceforth all workers were to be kept under close surveillance. 
After the spring of 1919, in several working-class centers a secret Cheka 
department set up a network of spies and informers who were to submit 
regular reports about the ‘state of mind’ in the factory in question. The 
working classes were clearly considered to be dangerous.

– The Black Book of Communism, Stephane Courtois et alii, 
Harvard University Press, 1999, p.86 [155]
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ambition of all rather than a rush to 
climb aboard the next fashionable 
gravy train.

If ‘modern’ had been agreed to 
relate solely to time, national and 
international collections could 
have been hugely enriched for 
the benefit both of artists and 
onlookers at large.

Australia owns few significant 
works of art that precede settlement 
here other than from indigenous 
inhabitants.  This, in a sense, 
deprives us of the sight of myriad 
historic works which often look 
as fresh as the moment they were 
painted centuries ago.

I did not see Vermeer’s View 
of Delft in the flesh until I was 
thirty but will never forget its 
visual impact when seen for the 
first time.  The deep knowledge 
of European civilisation which 
Australian Universities seem so keen 
to reject has a potential to civilise a 
society in desperate need of current 
cohesion.

I was a small child in England 
during the Second World War when 
Britain was governed by a coalition 
of political parties and when people 
looked out for each other in a way 
I have never witnessed anywhere 
since.

Post-modernism which is covertly 
based on the teachings of Marx has 
been as destructive to Australia 
as overt communism has already 
been to great parts of our world.  
Communism is and always was a 
politics of coercion and terror.  If 
you fail to understand this fully 
buy a copy of The Black Book of 
Communism in its English form 
(Harvard University Press 1999) 
and in slowly absorbing its contents 
and their implications complete 
not just your own education but in  
doing so protect your family.  Bad 
ideas surround us but can still be 
sent on their way.

giLes auTy was born in the UK and trained 
privately as a painter. He worked professionally 
as an artist for 20 years. Publication of his The Art 
of Self Deception swung his career towards criti-
cism. He was art critic for The Spectator from 1984 
to 1995.  He continues to devote himself to his 
original love - painting. He is a regular contributor 
to Annals.  
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A CHRISTIAN ANAGRAM AND RIDDLE 
PRESERVED IN POMPEI’S VOLCANIC ASH

By Jean Carmignac

n  february 5, 62 
ad an earthquake 
destroyed parts of 
the city of Pompei, 
close to Naples. 
T h e  d a m a g e d 
areas were still in 

the process of being re-built when 
nearby Mount Vesuvius erupted 
at 11 a.m. on August 24, 79 ad, 
spewing death and destruction. 

By 11.30 a.m. it is estimated 
that around 2.6 metres of ash had 
settled on the city. By dawn two 
days later, 16,000 of the 20,000 
people of Pompei had fallen victim 
to the toxic gasses expelled into 
the atmosphere by the volcano. 
The entire city lay entombed in 
from 4 to 6 metres of volcanic ash 
which effectively sealed it and its 
dead inhabitants hermetically. 

The discovery

On October 5, 1925, an Italian 
archaeologist – Matteo Della Corte 
– was excavating the remains of 
the home of P. Paquius Proclus 
in Pompei. He came across the 
following graffito, mutilated by the 
burning debris that rained down on 
the house in August 79 ad:

ENET
REPO
ATOR

Above the top line was the lower 
part of three letters ERA. 

Della Corte strongly suspected 
that he could identify the  
inscription. He hesitated to say so 
without more certain evidence 
because of the importance of the 
discovery. If his hunch were correct, 
this would mean that a Christian 
anagram attributed up till then 

to around the middle of the 3rd 
century after Christ was known to 
Christians before 79 ad.

The Confirmation

Eleven years later, on November 
12, 1936, Della Corte was 
again working among the ruins 
of Pompei. This time he was 
excavating the city’s Palaestra 
or Gymnasium where young 
Pompeians practised wrestling and 
athletics. It had been destroyed 
by the earthquake in 62 ad. The 
fortunate archaeologist discovered 
a column with the so-called 
‘Anagram/Cryptogramme of the 
Pater Noster’ clearly legible, and 
above and below it two lines that 
read: ‘Sautranus: be well’. 

SAVTRAN 
VA[LE]
ROTAS
OPERA
TENET
AREPO
SATOR

SAUTRAN
VALE

Above the five word riddle 
was a Greek delta, symbol of the 
Trinity for Christians; and below 
it were the three letters ANO – all 
written in a different hand from 
the greetings to Sautranus and the 
anagram/riddle. 

This find confirmed Della Corte’s 
view that the partial inscription he 
discovered in 1925 was in fact the 
Anagram of the Pater Noster. 

This exquisite riddle which has 
been found in Ethiopia, in Egypt, 
in Cappadocia, in Doura-Europos 
[on the right bank of the Euphrates 
near the village of Salhiye, in Syria] 
in England and in Hungary, is as 
unknown to most Catholics as we 
prepare to complete the first two 
decades of the 21st century, as it was 
to pagans in the 1st century ad. 

But, beyond reminding 
our readers that an anagram/
cryptogramme is a word or a series 
of words or phrases that we create 
by rearranging existing letters in 
another series of words or phrases 
– e.g. ‘moon starer’ is an anagram 
derived from ‘astronomer’ – we 
will first explore the riddle whose 
letters, rearranged, form the 
anagram of the Pater Noster.

The Form of the Riddle

The first thing to note about 
the five words that form our riddle 
is that they are palindromes. A 
palindrome is a word or phrase 
that can be read from left to right, 
or from right to left, and keep the 
same meaning or form. Thus:

SATOR=ROTAS
OPERA=AREPO

A well-known example of a 
palindrome in English is the saying 

hidden treasures

Riddle found in Oppéde-le-vieux, in France
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attributed to Napoleon: ‘able was 
I ere I saw Elba’. The middle word 
in the Pompei inscription, ‘TENET,’ 
like ‘ere’ in the example given 
above, is a perfect palindrome. 

As well, the five words are a 
boustrophidon [from boustrepho, 
Greek for  ‘ox turning’], i.e. they 
may be read up or down, from 
left to right, and from right to left, 
rather like the path taken by an ox 
ploughing a field. Thus  [fig.1] and 
[fig.2]:

Fig 1

Fig 2

The Cross and the Riddle

If we look only at the form of 
the words used in the riddle, and 
do not consider the meaning of 
the riddle, we find that the cross 
as a Christian symbol occurs in a 
number of ways in it.  The word 
TENET for example, runs vertically 
and horizontally through the five 
words, thus [fig.3]:

Fig 3

As well as the cross formed by 
TENET in the riddle, there are four 
other crosses in the cross formed 
by this word. The letter T [itself an 
image of the cross of Jesus for the 
early Christians] is to be found at 
the four extremities of the cross 
formed by TENET. Thus [fig.4]:

Fig 4

Each of the four crosses formed 
by the initial and final T of the 
cross formed by TENET has A 
and O [alpha and Omega] above 
and below it, or alongside it. Thus: 
[Fig.5]

Fig 5

When we turn to the anagram 
or cryptogramme formed by the 
re-arrangment of the words of the 
riddle, we find yet another cross. 

This time the cross is formed 
by the words PATERNOSTER 
[Our Father] with the N of Noster 
forming the central piece of the 
cross. A and O [alpha and omega] 
are again found above and below 
and on both sides of the extremities 
of the cross. Thus [fig.6]:

The Meaning of the Riddle

Apart from the multiple 
significances of the riddle, and the 
meaning of the anagram, are we 
able to say what the five words from 
which we derive the anagram mean ? 
I should like to suggest that we can. 

As SATOR and ROTAS are 
the same word, and SATOR is 
grammatically the only one of the 
two able to be the subject of the 
verb TENET, and as OPERA and 
AREPO are the same word, and 
OPERA alone makes sense, I think 
that the three lines we are meant to 
read are as follows:

SATOR
OPERA
TENET

i.e. the Sower [or Creator] 
conserves the works [of his hands]. 
thus [fig.7]:

Fig 7

Significance of the 
Discovery

The fact that the cross was so 
cleverly hidden in the anagram/
cryptogramme shows better than 
anything else the condition in 
which Christians found themselves 
even before the burning of Rome 
by Nero in 64 AD, and his blaming 
it on them. It is of the nature of 
an anagram/cryptogramme that it 
meaning will be evident only to a 
select few. 

Some who are unwilling to admit 
the early [62 ad] use of Pater Noster 

Slovaks Too Catholic for the EU

The European Commission has ordered the National Bank of Slovakia not to mint 
new euros that would feature images of Sts. Cyril and Methodius, the New York 

Times reports. Each member-state within the European Union has the authority 
to mint its own versions of the euro, incorporating its own national designs. But 
the European Commission ruled that the Slovakian design, hailing the – 1,150th 
anniversary of Christianity in Slovakia, violated the principle of religious neutrality.

- See The New York Times, June 17, 2013

A O

O A
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and the Alpha and Omega, attribute 
the inscription to treasure hunters 
towards the end of the second 
century. Unfortunately for this 
theory archaeologists unequivocally 
confirm that there had been no 
interference with the site since the 
earthquake on February 5, 62 AD.

Others, for reasons of political 
correctness, 

[i] cannot accept the presence 
of Christians in Pompei before 62 
ad (but see: Acts of the Apostles 
xxviii,13-14 where Christians are in 
Puteoli close to Pompei in 60 ad); 

[ii] because first century 
Christians are supposed to have 
used no latin in their liturgy or 
prayers (but note that all the 
Pompei inscriptions prove that latin 
was more commonly used there 
than greek); 

[iii] because the use of A and O 
[alpha and omega] is supposed to 
have originated with the apocalypse 
of St John that was not written in 
62 ad (why could not John have 
used a symbolism that was common 
among the Christians of his day?); 

[iv] and because post-
reformation theory would have it 
that the cross was not reverenced 
by Christians until late in the third 
century (but in Herculaneum, 
destroyed with Pompei in 79 ad 
a 43cm by 36 cm latin cross was 
found which was  clearly used as a 
religious symbol).

Discoveries still in the future may 
prove that the Riddle of Pompei 
is not the earliest usage of this 
amazing Christian cryptogramme 
and palindrome and boustrophidon. 
But the excavation in the Palaestra 
of the doomed city proves how slow 
one should be in excluding an early 
date for Christian traditions. 

Only a few years after the death 
of Jesus, the Our Father, written in 
latin, that had meaning only for 
the ‘People of the Way,’ was well-
enough known to be used in a 
graffito on a column in Pompei.

See Appendix III: ‘Le Cryptogramme du Pater 
Noster,’ in Recherches sur le ‘Notre Pere,’ by Jean 
Carmignac, Édit, Letouzey et Ané, Paris, 1969, 
pp.446ff. Translated and slightly edited by Paul 
Stenhouse, msc.
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MEDITATIONS ON 
ENTERING A CHURCH

By Father James Tierney

The Presence of God
O God Almighty - the Holy One
Truly Thou art a hidden God,
the God of Israel, the Saviour. 
Isaiah 45:15

Be still, and know that I am God. 
Psalm 46 [45] 10

The Lord is in His holy temple;
let the whole earth
keep silence before Him. 
Habakuk 2:20

The Blessed Trinity
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit. 
See: Matthew 28:19

All things have been delivered to me by my Father;
and no one knows the Son except the Father, 
and no one knows the Father except the Son
and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.
Matthew 11:27

The Son Incarnate 
In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God and the Word was God... 
and the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us 
and we beheld His glory, the glory as of 
the only-begotten of the Father,  
full of grace and truth. 
John 1:1 & 14

The Real Presence
And behold! I am with you always -
[until] I come in glory.
Matthew 28:20; cf. 25:31

Do this in memory of Me.
Luke 22:19

Eat this Bread and live for ever.
John 6:58
How awesome is this place!  
This is none other than the House of God
and the Gate of Heaven.
Genesis 28:17
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The increase in what is euphemistically called cohabitation (i.e., ‘common 
law marriage’ and ‘shacking up’), in same-sex relationships, and in 
adultery have been documented in any number of reports. What was 

once stigmatized is now simply accepted as more or less ‘normal.’

THE SEXUAL TOXICITY OF THE 60S
HOW IT IS HARMING THE CHURCH

By Robert V. Thomann

 have been astounded 
and amused at  the 
controversy,  indeed 
o u t r i g h t  d e n i a l , 
s u r r o u n d i n g  Po p e 
Emeri tus  Benedict ’ s 
re cent  essay  which 

attributes a large portion of our 
current crisis in the Church to the 
Sexual Revolution of the 1960s. I 
react in this way simply because 
the evidence for the identification 
of the source of our ‘ill health’ has 
been known for quite some time. 

It is a collection of empirically 
powerful and indisputable evidence 
that somehow has either been 
recognized and denied or has just 
been rather conveniently ignored 
at all ecclesial levels. In order to 
more clearly identify the multiple 
dimensions of the unhealthiness 
of our situation, let me draw a 
comparison to the situation of 
toxicity in our natural environment.

A substance is considered toxic 
when it is present over a period 
of time and in a place in the 
environment at a level that exceeds 
some pre-determined standard for 
protection. Consider, for example, 
the aquatic environment: if a 
chemical is in water or in fish at 
a higher level than the standard 
established to reduce the possibility 
of disease, the chemical is said to be 
at a toxic level. 

Immediately questions arise: 
how did the chemical get to this 
level in the water or fish? What is 

the source of the chemical? Where 
did the health standard come from? 
What is the source of the standard? 
How defensible is the standard?

So, let’s extend this to what 
makes something, anything, toxic? 
What makes an idea, a written 
or spoken word, a way of life, a 
culture, toxic? What leads to an 
intoxication? Toxicity appears 
when the effects from exposure 
are compared to a standard of 

expectation for the health, either 
physio-biological, psychological, or 
moral, of the given entity. 

If that comparison is found 
wanting, less than desired, or 
otherwise unacceptable, the idea, 
word, or life style is present at 
a ‘toxic’ level. The toxicity of 
something is then first revealed in 
some impact, effect, manifestation, 
or behaviour of a property that is 
initially seen as not acceptable.

Some six decades ago, in 
Minamata, Japan, some adults 
and children walked into the 
local health clinic, crippled and 
suffering from a most debilitating 
and lethal disease not seen before. 
The case of Minamata disease was 
then ‘discovered’ and clearly was 
unacceptable in its effects. The link 
to the chemical methyl mercury 
was established and subsequently 
linked to the discharge of the 
chemical from a factory which 
was then diffused through the 
environment from the water, to 
the fish, to the human person. 
Although the effect was without 
doubt and clearly demonstrable 
in its impact, although the linkage 
was established between cause 
and effect, many years would 
pass before final and definitive 
corrective action was taken.

We are now the Minamata 
Church. Our environment has 
received a highly toxic input 
many decades ago. The toxic idea 
that was discharged into our 

reaFFirming moral standards

Faith in 
Practice

The well-meaning people 
who talk about the 

possibility or the necessity of 
a Christian revolution do not 
consider where the Christians 
are to come from who are to 
carry it out. We know how hard 
it is for practising Catholics to 
apply their religion to social life, 
and even if the Christian social 
order was capable of exact 
political and economic definition 
one may well feel dubious as to 
what it would become in the 
hands of the politicians and 
economists who would have the 
responsibility of carrying it out 
in practice.

– Christopher Dawson, Religion 
and the Modern State, Sheed and 

Ward, London, 1935, p.122
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environment of the 1960s was very 
simple: sex without commitment is 
healthy, freeing, and fulfilling. How 
could anyone argue with that? If 
you are thinking about marriage, it 
would be beneficial to test out your 
relationship before launching into 
a contractual arrangement. Spend 
some time together. Test your 
sexual compatibility and then make 
a decision. 

We do have a term for this: it’s 
called fornication. So, the toxic 
thought released into our culture 
was that fornication is entirely 
acceptable and is even beneficial. 
Prior to this time, the moral health 
standard for fornication was 
zero. That is, fornication, sexual 
intercourse between a man and 
woman outside of marriage, was not 
acceptable and was not in any way 
justified by circumstances. Having 
sex outside of marriage was always 
taught as morally unacceptable, 
i.e., it was a level of toxic sex that 
exceeded the Church’s standard.

As sexual mores changed, 
pre-marital sex between men and 
women, and then relations between 
same-sex couples, as well as 
adulterous relationships, were seen 
as inevitable and even justifiable 
for the good of the couple and the 
individual. The increase in what is 
euphemistically called cohabitation 
(i.e., ‘common law marriage’ 
and ‘shacking up’), in same-sex 
relationships, and in adultery have 
been documented in any number of 
reports. What was once stigmatized 
is now simply accepted as more or 
less ‘normal.’ 

This acceptance is a consequence 
of our inability to see any 
deleterious effects of ‘free sex.’ Our 
traditional standard for determining 
the toxicity of moral behaviour in 
the Church was founded on the act 
itself. The rationale for focusing on 
the act rather than its effects was 
fundamentally based on millennia 
of experience observing the harm 
immoral behaviour causes families 
and individuals. But in the 1960s, 
the toxic idea of healthy sex without 
commitment was based on the 
claim that there were no immediate 

ill effects from a man and a woman 
having sex, especially with the 
accessibility of the birth control pill.

Where can we see the toxic 
effects of the 1960s? The 
consequences of this sexual 
toxicity can readily be seen today 
as devastatingly serious and 
demonstrably evident in the decline 
of marriage in the Church. The 
decline in Catholic marriage in the 
U.S. from 1950 to today is more 
than 80 percent! If the health of 
the Church is measured at least in 
some sense by marriage, then our 
health has seriously deteriorated 
from this sexual toxicity that is 
crowding out the previous moral 
standard. Few want to contemplate 
the consequences of this decline in 
marriage.

The first effect of this decline is 
in the sacrament of baptism which 
has consequently declined some 40 
percent. This is a most important 
effect of the toxic discharge 
since it represents the birth of 
new Christians. I have previously 
estimated  the loss of Catholics 
from the Church that resulted from 
the toxic discharge of the 1960s. 
That loss over the period from 
1950 to today is 10-20 million with 
serious declines beginning with 
the end of the Baby Boom in the 
mid-1960s. 

Furthermore, had the baptismal 
rate remained at 1950 levels, some 
additional 26 million children 
would have been brought to the 
font. These ecclesial effects of the 

release of a toxic message in the 
1960s are thus not minimal, not 
marginal, but lethal to the Church 
in demographic decline.

The obvious consequence of 
sex outside of marriage can be 
illustrated by the following causal 
chain:

• The notion that sex outside 
of marriage is healthy 
becomes commonplace 

• Fornication, homosexual acts, 
and adultery on the rise 

• Decline in Church marriage 
• Decline in baptisms 
• Church population declines 

by millions of people.
Into the clinic of divine 

love, a crippled, diseased, and 
suffering Minamata Church has 
entered, desperately searching 
for a diagnosis and a healing. The 
toxicity is clearly demonstrable 
and the toxic source is readily 
identifiable. So why is there doubt 
that the sexual toxicity of the 1960s 
has any relevance to today’s sexual 
ambivalence in the Church? 

It is clear that the resistance to 
this analysis rests on two factors: 
the unwillingness to identify 
the source of our current sexual 
toxicity, and the reluctance to close 
off that source by teaching Catholic 
sexual ethics persuasively and with 
confidence. 

The wisdom of the Church’s 
moral standard becomes 
immediately apparent given what 
we know about toxic sexuality. But 
the conduit of this sexual toxicity 
continues to discharge today and 
there will be no hope of reducing 
the twisted and paralyzing realities 
of the suffering people of God, if 
the source is not recognized and 
eliminated.

roberT v. Thomann is currently Professor Emeritus 
of Environmental Engineering at Manhattan 
College, Bronx, NY. He was ordained in 1977 as a 
permanent deacon for the Archdiocese of Newark 
and has ministered at Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Catholic Church in Ridgewood, New Jersey. 
He holds a a Ph.D. in Oceanography from New 
York University (1963), and a Master’s in Civil 
Engineering from NYU (1960). He is an emeritus 
member of the National Academy of Engineering 
and has published extensively in environmental 
engineering and science. Crisis Magazine, May 9, 
2019. Reprinted with permission.

Too Late to 
Grow Up?

The immature parent may 
indicate that there does come 

a time when it is too late to grow 
up. If you have spent 30 years 
living like a 16-year-old, you may 
be too old to become an adult. 
Becoming an adult is, after all, 
something for the young.

– Raymond J. de Souza, “Too 
old to mature,” National Post, 
(Canada) October 15, 2009
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He had a most vivid dream that his wife, who was in U.S.A. and who had gone to live 
with her par ents in Watertown, Connecticut, dur ing his absence in Europe, opened 
the door of the cabin, hesitated there for a few moments as she saw that the upper 

berth was occupied by another man, and then came across to his own berth, bent over 
and kissed him; and then, without having said a word, went as she had come.

KISSED BY A GHOST
By Leslie Rumble, msc

N Saturday, 3rd 
October, 1863, the 
Inman Line ship 
‘City of Limerick’ 
steam and sail, left 
Liverpool for New 
York under the 

command of Captain Jones. The 
cap tain was looking forward to a 
quick passage, under the fifteen 
days if pos sible; perhaps in twelve, 
or even ten.

The huge liners of today, of 
course, make the journey in about 
four days; but in the 1860s a 
fifteen-day trip was considered 
good time. It was certainly an 
improvement on the seventy days 
it took Columbus to make his first 
voyage across the Atlantic!

Among the passengers on the 
‘City of Limerick’ was an American 
businessman named Wilmot, who 
was returning to the States with his 
mother and sister. Mr Wilmot was 
sharing a two-berth cabin with a 
friend, Mr W.J. Tail — a cabin rather 
uncomfortably situated towards the 
stern of the ship, the sloping sides 
of which resulted in the upper 
berth, which was occupied by Mr 
Tait, be ing set somewhat further 
back than the lower one.

When the ship was about two 
days out from Liverpool, soon after 
pass ing Kinsale Head, about twenty 
miles beyond Cork on the southern 
coast of Ireland, a very severe storm 
arose, which was to last for nine full 
days. During the whole of that time 
there was never a glimpse of the 

sun by day, nor of the moon or stars 
by night. The vessel plunged and 
rolled. Few of the passengers were 
able to eat. None could sleep.

‘The bulwarks on the weather 
bow were carried away,’ wrote Mr 
Wil mot, ‘whilst one of the anchors 
broke loose from its lashings and 
did con siderable damage before 
it could be secured. Several stout 
storm sails, though closely reefed, 
were carried away, and the booms 
broken like matchwood.’

On the eighth day, however, 
the storm began to abate and on 
Monday night, 12th October, Mr 
Wilmot slept for the first time. He 
slept heavily, worn out as were 
so many others by long nights 
of wakefulness and not a little 
anxiety.

It was early in the morning, 
at about 4 a.m., that the thing 
hap pened. He had a most vivid 
dream that his wife, who was in 
U.S.A. and who had gone to live 
with her par ents in Watertown, 
Connecticut, dur ing his absence 
in Europe, opened the door of the 
cabin, hesitated there for a few 
moments as she saw that the upper 
berth was occupied by another 
man, and then came across to his 
own berth, bent over and kissed 
him; and then, without having said 
a word, went as she had come.

An ordinary enough dream. 
But only a dream? Imagine how 
startled Mr Wilmot was when, on 
awaken ing and yawning at about 
7 a.m., he found Mr Tail leaning 
over the edge of the top berth and 
saying to him: ‘You’re a nice one, 
to have a lady vis iting you during 
the night like that!’

‘What on earth do you mean?’ 
asked Wilmot.

Whereupon Tait described 
exactly what his companion had 
seen in the dream.

‘I was awake,’ he said, ‘and I 
saw the lady standing at the door 
of the cabin for a moment or two; 
after which she came across, bent 

preternatural phenomena

The Shroud 
of Turin

ENEA, the National Agency for 
New Technologies, Energy 

and Sustainable Economic 
Development, has published 
a report on five years of 
experiments conducted in the 
ENEA center of Frascati on 
the “shroud-like coloring of 
linen fabrics by far ultraviolet 
radiation”. “Simply put: we tried 
to understand how the Shroud of 
Turin was imprinted by an image 
so special that it constitutes 
its charm, and poses a grea 
Oppede le vieux t and very radical 
challenge, to identify the physical 
and chemical processes capable of 
generating a color similar to that 
of the image on the Shroud.

“The Shroud is not a fake,” Marco 
Tosatti, Vatican Insider, La Stampa, 
Rome. : See: opac.bologna.enea.

it/RT/2011/2011_14_ENEA.pdf
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over and kissed you, and then 
went as she had come.’

Later in the day, meeting Miss 
Wilmot on deck, Mr Tait asked 
her if she had visited her brother 
during the night. To her surprised  
‘no,’ he replied by telling her of 
what he had seen and what her 
brother had dreamed.

Some nine days later, on 
Wednes day, 21st October, the 
‘City of Lime rick’ berthed in New 
York; and next day, Thursday, 
Mr Wilmot arrived by rail in 
Watertown, Connecticut, going at 
once to the home of his father-
in-law, with whom his wife was 
staying.

He was welcomed by all, but 
al most the first question his wife 
asked him when they were alone 
was: ‘Did you receive a visit from 
me last Tuesday week?’

‘Last Tuesday week,’ he replied, 
‘I was in mid-Atlantic, over a 
thousand miles away.’

‘I know,’ she replied. ‘But I had 
an extraordin arily vivid sensation 
of having visited you. The weather 
at the time was shockingly bad, 
with violent storms. It was reported 
that the ‘Africa’ which sailed 
from Boston for England on the 
same day your boat, the ‘City of 
Limerick’ left Liverpool, had been 
wrecked on Cape Race, Newfound-
land. I could not sleep for anxiety 
about your safety; and whilst 
I lay awake at 4 a.m. I had the 
strongest possible impression of 
going out through the storm and 
across the ocean. I came to the ship 
and remem ber climbing the side, 
although I don’t know how; and 
I went down to your cabin, bent 
over, and kissed you.’

‘Tell me,’ she added, ‘was not the 
upper berth set back further than 
the lower one? A man above you 
seemed to be looking at me, and 
for a moment I was afraid to go in.’

It was all very bewildering, for 
Mrs Wilmot had never seen the 
‘City of Limerick’, nor set eyes on 
the cabin!

Experts have racked their brains 
to find the explanation of this 
famous ‘Wilmot Case’.

To admit any direct communica-
tion between one mind and another 
with no physical means such as the 
energy radiation necessary for wire-
less transmission would undermine 
the fundamental principles of 
physi cal science as hitherto 
accepted. For that reason some 
materialists have denied the reality 
of telepathy, clair voyance, and all 
other purely psychi cal phenomena.

Professor Gilbert Ryle, in ‘The 
Concept of Mind,’ even goes so 
far as to deny the existence of a 
‘mind’, or even of a ‘spiritual’ soul’ 
in man at all. He thinks man’s body 
and brain, belonging to the purely 
physical order, can account for all 
human activities; and he violently 
attacks what he calls ‘the dogma of 
the ghost in the machine.’

Normally, of course, we think 
of ghosts as apparitions of 
disembodied souls. But if there are 
souls at all, then there is a ‘ghost’ 
in every one of us. It just isn’t 
wandering about inde pendently 
of our bodies yet. Professor Ryle, 
therefore, correctly declares the 
interpretation of man as a soul-
body composite to imply ‘a ghost in 
a machine.’

But the wholesale denial of 
psychi cal phenomena is based 
simply on a blind refusal to face 
established facts. Other scientists, 
therefore, admit their reality, and 
agree that they prove the existence 
of a spiritual soul and mind distinct 
from the material body and brain. 

They then go on to concede that 
such phenomena belong to the 
depths of the human personality, 
where activities occur which are 
beyond the range of ordinary 
laws of physical causality; and of 
which the natural sciences have no 
means of providing an adequate 
explanation.

Abbot Wiesinger, O.C.S.O., 
in his ‘Occult Phenomena in the 
Light of Theology’, p.224, holds 
that the human soul, being a 
spirit, possesses certain traces of 
purely angelic pow ers, including 
the power to influence matter 
regardless of any considera tions of 
distance. It is a question of ‘willing,’ 
not the creation of new matter, 
but a transformation of matter. A 
collaboration of minds and wills 
below conscious levels could result 
in intensified powers.

Modern nuclear physics tells us 
that matter is but energy in another 
form, and that matter and energy 
are really convertible. Thus, in the 
physi cal atom there is a tremendous 
con centration of energy. When, 
in nuclear explosions, the energy 
is released into space, the atom 
disappears.

It is not incredible, therefore, 
that the mind should have the 
power to build up energy from 
external sources to the point of 
visibility, producing an existent 
object which can be per ceived by 
the senses of other people.

St Thomas Aquinas, who lived 
in the 13th century, knew nothing 
of modern nuclear physics. Yet to 
ex plain the apparition of the angel 
Raphael in bodily form to act as 
guide and companion to Tobias, he 
wrote: ‘Although the atmosphere 
when rarified has neither shape 
nor colour, when condensed it can 
be given visible forms and colours, 
as we see in the clouds. ... In such 
a way angels assume bodies by 
con densation of the atmospheric 
ele ments into apparent bodies.’ 
(Summa Theologica, P. 1, Q. 51, art. 
2, ad 3).

His explanation certainly showed 
remarkable insight for the times in 
which he lived. Be that as it may, 

“Grim Facts 
destroy Beautiful 

Theories.” 
Marc Bloch, 1886-1944, 

The Historian’s Craft: 
Reflections on the Nature 
and Uses of History and the 
Techniques and Methods of 
Those Who Write It.  Bloch, a 
Jewish/French historian, was 
executed by the Nazis on June 
16, 1944, ten days after D-Day. 
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the ‘apparition’ which identified 
itself as the angel Raphael was 
undoubtedly an objective reality, 
actually seen and conversed with by 
Tobias.

In somewhat the same way, 
Abbot Wiesinger would hold that 
the com bined influences of the 
subconscious minds of Mr and Mrs 
Wilmot, and Mr Tait also, produced 
the real appa rition of Mrs Wilmot 
which Mr Tait saw, the mental 
impression of it which Mr Wilmot 
experienced in his dream, and the 
transference to Mrs Wilmot’s mind 
back in Watertown, Connecticut, of 
the details both her husband and 
Mr Tait knew of the cabin.

Of course, there may be a better 
explanation of this whole strange 
affair than the one suggested; but, if  
there is, I confess I cannot imagine 
what form it would take. For the 
rest, I am personally convinced at 
least of the fact that Mr Wilmot was 
actually kissed by a ghost!

For the reality of apparitions we 
have to rely on human testimony, 
asking our selves whether the 
witnesses who claim to have seen 
them are sane, and whether they 
are telling the truth. The facts of 
this case are fully recorded in the 
‘Pro ceedings of the Society for 
Psychical Research,’ Vol. 7, p.41. 
Every effort was made to check 
the details. The S.P.R. was able 
to get first-hand confirmation 
from Mr Wilmot and his wife; and 
also from Mr Wilmot’s sister, who 
remem bered the questions Mr Tait 
put to her on board the ‘City of 
Limerick’. The files of the ‘New York 
Herald’ were checked for shipping 
information and passenger lists. 
Not a single discrepancy was found 
to give grounds for doubting the 
reality of the incident.

DR LESLIE RUMBLE was, in his day, one of the 
most widely-known priests in the English-speaking 
world. His two-volume Radio Replies sold many 
millions of copies world-wide, as did his numerous 
pamphlets on aspects of Catholic faith and doctrine 
and on various non-Catholic Churches and sects. 
He died in 1975.  In response to many requests we 
print the fifth of his fourteen articles on psychic 
phenomena which first appeared in Annals in 1958.  
The remaining articles will appear in subsequent 
issues. Next Month: The case of the Indian Tribe.

Please assist us by introducing Annals to relatives and friends. 
We need your support and we need new subscribers. 

Annals has the answer! Try it.

DONATIONS RECEIVED
FROM 06/02/19 TO 05/03/19

Our sincerest thanks to the many subscribers to  
Annals Australia, who very generously send a small donation 
along with their annual renewal – this assists in defraying the 

heavy costs incurred in producing our magazine.
– Editor, Annals
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THE RHYTHMS OF LIFE
By Alister Kershaw

FeLLoW here has just put forward a most extraordinary suggestion. Negotiating the country’s 
highways and byways, his hooded eyes peering from side to side to see what he can pick fault 
with, he’s seized on the fact that those responsible for directing traffic use what he describes 

as a bewildering variety of gestures. The ordinary man on point duty has one set of movements, he 
contends, the highway patrols another, the gendarmerie still another. Moreover, he adds, visibly all 
of a-tremble at the untidiness of the situation, within these groups the signals employed are far from 
uniform while further variations are to be found between one town and another and even from 
village to village.

You’ve probably already guessed what he wants. In an age where every man-jack of us is 
numbered, docketed, filed away for reference and electronically processed, where our masters 
feel it’s downright subversive of us to have differently coloured hair, this crabbed Stakhanovite is 
determined to destroy one of the last fields in which man can give free rein to his natural joy in 
unregulated movement having no aim but to express an artless, childlike love of life and the rhythm 
of life.

As things are, everyone has his own favourite traffic cop. My personal preference goes to a 
member of the romantic school who performs in the eleventh arrondissement. This star’s virtuosity 
is such that I have seen motorists so spellbound as to be quite unable to decide whether to stop, 
go, turn right, turn left or turn tail. The easy, graceful movements of his arms trace arabesques of 
the most exquisite subtlety and experts have said that his footwork can only be compared to that of 
Nijinsky.

Men of a younger generation than mine, however, take the view that the finest performances to 
be seen in Paris are those of a little group of dedicated artists to be seen at the major intersections 
in the Opera district. Strongly influenced by the great Russians, these men employ stylised gestures 
which have been compared by some thoughtful connoisseurs to those of The Rite of Spring and 
which are admirably adapted to the harsh atonal music of motor horns.

Rich and rewarding as the Paris police may be, it is sometimes a relief, even so, to turn from their 
basically classic approach to traffic control and relax for a while with the rumbustious folk dancing 
of the provinces. Each region, of course, has its own characteristic dances, from the rollicking 
farandole in Provence to the bourrée of the Loire valley. It is amusing to see how tourists, after a visit 
to the South where they have more or less learned to conduct their cars in accordance with the first 
of these, reach the centre of France and desperately strive to interpret the significance of the local 
gendarme’s foot-stamping bourrée.

Not that it is only tourists by any means who are sometimes at a loss. I suppose, if you come right 
down to it, only long-distance truck drivers who have had years of experience of all the different 
signals in all the different parts of France can claim to be reasonably sure at all times of whether 
they are meant to slow down, give way or produce their driving licences. Not many of those who 
simply do a bit of driving in the ordinary way could pretend to be able to read aright the complex 
gestures of the gavotte and the volta, the contredanse and the rigadoon.

Such in short, is the rich cultural heritage which, if our curmudgeon has his way, will be reduced 
to a set of uniform signals, standardised from Dunkirk to the Gulf of Lions and offering not the 
slightest challenge to the motorist. The fellow would be far better employed, it seems to me, trying 
to arrange for policewomen to join their male colleagues on point duty. Then we could have some 
pas de deux.

– Alister Kershaw, poet, writer and broadcaster was born in Melbourne in 1921. He died in Sury-en-Vaux, France in 1995. He left Australia for 
France in 1947 and for some years was private secretary to the British writer Richard Aldington. The above piece was one of around one thou-
sand written in the 1960s when Alister was the ABC’s Paris Correspondent. See A Word from Paris, Angus and Robertson, 1991, pp.43-45. The 
Bourrée is like the gavotte, another French folk-dance. The Farandole, which means merry-go-round, is a community folk-dance from Provence.

a word From paris in the 1960s
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MEDIA MATTERS
By James murray

Wyatt’s way

No cabinet minister has a more difficult 
task than Ken Wyatt, first of his people to 
become Indigenous Affairs Federal Minister. 
He has a three-year timeframe – the initial 
term of the Morrison Coalition – to clear the 
ground for measures to cure their social ills.

His main guide is the Uluru Statement of 
the Heart. It is no Magna Carta but it makes 
one thing clear: those who drafted it believe 
that political power is 
the panacea for ‘Our 
Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander tribes…the 
first sovereign nations of 
the Australian continent 
and adjacent islands...’

Intriguingly the 
statement is replete with 
terms such as ‘common 
law’, ‘mother nature’ and 
‘substantive constitutional 
change’ but it uses only 
two indigenous words: 
uluru (Great Pebble) 
and makaratta (treaty). 
No mention of Baiame 
(Creator God). And no 
use of the Torres Strait 
Islands’ languages.

Ken Wyatt has the 
direct backing of the 
Prime Minister Scott 
Morrison and all- 
party support as well 
as authoritative legal 
opinion and community good will. 

The hazards of his task are, however, 
equivalently high, particularly any semblance 
of a ‘Third Chamber’ (though mediaeval 
Christendom had its Three Estates – clergy, 
nobility, commoners – and modern polities 
have the Fourth Estate presiding in TV 
studios that are annexes to parliamentary and 
congressional chambers). 

If Ken Wyatt carries the matter to an 
ultimate, successful conclusion, he can 
consider the possibility of being Governor 
General transiting to first President of 
Australia.

That said, your correspondent does 
not resile from previous remarks: the 
American Constitution contains no 
reference to America’s First Nations yet they 
obtained their rights nor from suggesting 

equivalents to the 
UK’s former University 
Seats for indigenous 
representatives. 

Honi soit…  

PM Emeritus Malcolm 
Turnbull has already 
shown a penchant for 
tackling alpine heights of 
the improbable. He faces 
his most difficult pitch 
in his magnum opus, 
Malcolm Turnbull: the 
Autobiography, scheduled 
for publication by Hardie 
Grant early next year.

How does he top the 
Paul Kelly and Niki Savva 
scoops in The Australian 
about the moves and 
counters that led to his 
ouster and the Morrison 
ascendancy despite the 
bold, reverse-Fraser spin 
of threatening to involve 

the Governor-General, Sir Peter Cosgrove? 
Kelly’s scoop had the sense of being the 

result of a lawyerly briefing; Savva’s was 
more of a debrief, displaying her expertise 
as an ace of Xanthippic questioning in 
researching Plots and Prayers (Scribe 
Publications). 

In any case, both scoops can be seen as 
first and second-stage rockets that will drive 

Acid Test 

An honest man falls in love 
with an honest woman; he 

wishes, therefore, to marry her, 
to be the father of her children, 
to secure her and himself. All 
systems of government should 
be tested by whether he can do 
this. 

If any system … does, in fact, 
give him so large a cabbage-field 
that he can do it, there is the 
essence of liberty and justice. 

If any system – Republican, 
mercantile, or Eugenicist – does, 
in fact, give him so small a salary 
that he can’t do it, there is the 
essence of eternal tyranny and 
shame.

- G.K. Chesterton, Illustrated London News, 
March 25, 1911.
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Turnbull’s opus into best-selling orbit. 
No chance, however, of a title change to 

Vaulting Ambition – recalling the Macbeth 
line used here when Turnbull ousted Tony 
Abbott: ‘I have no spur to prick the sides 
of my intent save vaulting ambition which 
o’erleaps itself and falls on th’other.’

Uni speak

The number of draft theses pulped to 
provide paper to cover the crisis in university 
free speech equates to the profound 
question: how long is a piece of string?

Your correspondent cannot claim to 
have read all the reports and commentaries. 
None struck him as acutely (Force 10 on 
the Gobsmack Scale) as the remark that the 
free speech crisis was not for universities 
alone but a community one. He recovered 
on reading the following on the primary 
purpose of a university:

‘[It] is a place of 
teaching universal 
knowledge. This implies 
that its object is, on the 
one hand, intellectual, 
not moral; and, on 
the other, that it is the 
diffusion and extension 
of knowledge rather than 
the advancement. If its 
object were scientific and 
philosophical discovery, 
I do not see why a 
University should have 
students; if religious 
training, I do not see 
how it can be the seat of 
literature and science…’

What have we here: an 
editorial in The Financial 
Review, The Australian (or 
one of the distinguished 
journals the latter 
syndicates)? Well, no, the 
dictum is taken from, 
John Henry Newman’s On the Idea of a University 
(1852)*. 

Earlier in the work, Newman, made it clear 
he was writing from a long perspective. 
‘There was never a time when the intellect 

of the educated class was more active, or 
rather more restless, than in the Middle 
Ages. And then again all through Church 

history from the first, how slow is authority 
in interfering! Perhaps a local teacher, or 
a doctor in some local school, hazards a 
proposition, and a controversy ensues. It 
smoulders or burns in one place, no one 
interposing; Rome simply lets it alone. Then 
it comes before a Bishop; or some priest, 
or some professor in some other seat of 
learning takes it up; and then there is a 
second stage of it. Then it comes before 
a University, and it may be condemned by 
the theological faculty. So the controversy 
proceeds year after year, and Rome is still 
silent. An appeal perhaps is next made to a 
seat of authority inferior to Rome; and then 
at last after a long while it comes before the 
supreme power. 

‘Meanwhile, the question has been 
ventilated and turned over and over 
again, and viewed on every side of it, and 

authority is called upon 
to pronounce a decision, 
which has already been 
arrived at by reason. 
But even then, perhaps 
the supreme authority 
hesitates to do so, and 
nothing is determined 
on the point for years: 
or so generally and 
vaguely, that the whole 
controversy has to be 
gone through again, 
before it is ultimately 
determined. It is 
manifest how a mode 
of proceeding, such 
as this, tends not only 
to the liberty, but to 
the courage, of the 
individual theologian or 
controversialist...’  

There is more, of 
course, but that may be 
sufficient to show that 
the Newman perspective 

was longer than that of those who appear 
to believe that a new millennium entails 
forgetting the past and starting with a blank 
slate.

Newman, a scholar’s scholar, a revert from 
Anglicanism to Catholicism, a cardinal who, 
as noted by George W Rutler in the April/
May issue, lost a libel action and won a moral 
victory, is to be canonised in October along 

Patroness of 
Cyclists

Atop a mountain, pilgrims who 
enjoy cycling may be drawn to 

visit the Church of the Madonna del 
Ghisallo on a hill in Magreglio, close 
to Lake Como in Italy. The Medieval 
Count Ghisallo was being attacked 
by bandits when he saw an image 
of the Virgin Mary at a shrine. He 
ran to it and was saved from the 
robbers. The apparition became 
known as the Madonna del Ghisallo, 
and she was venerated as the  
patroness of local travellers. In later 
times, the shrine of Madonna del 
Ghisallo was made part of the Giro 
di Lombardia bicycle race. Pope Pius 
XII declared Our Lady of Ghisallo 
Patroness of cyclists.
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with Cardinal Joszef Mindszenty, another 
witness to faith in an even more hostile 
environment. 

*Quotations from The Idea of a University, 
courtesy The National Institute of Newman 
Studies. 

Addendum

The defining act of the period of John 
Henry Newman’s writing became known as 
Catholic Emancipation (though it also freed 
Christian Dissenters and subsequently Jews 
from arduous civil disabilities). 

It was passed on the leadership of the 
Anglo-Irish Prime Minister Arthur Wellesley 
(Duke of Wellington) who cited the valour 
of Catholic soldiers in his campaigns as the 
reason for his vote. 

The Catholic University of Ireland of 
which Newman was founding rector was an 
outcome of Emancipation 
and it can be said 
a grindstone which 
sharpened the wisdom of 
his thought. 

What another curiosity 
it is that the Australian 
Attorney General, 
Christian Porter, is in the 
process of drawing up a 
bill (effectively a reprise 
of Emancipation), its aim 
being to protect religious 
belief from zealots of 
political correctness, 
arguably less a zeitgeist 
variant of Pelagianism 
(which concerns a key 
moral problem) than a 
prescription for malign 
social pettifoggery.

Yet giving a civil 
government leading-edge 
religious control may 
create a quasi-divine right 
of parliament to replace the divine right of 
kings (which lingers in the United Kingdom 
in the monarch’s headship of the Church of 
England).

This is not to forget the quasi-divine 
right that has fallen on righteous corporate 
executives, pre-eminently Qantas CEO 
Alan Joyce; he through his sponsorship-
dollar power has made Rugby Australia his 

Little-Me in the matter of Israel Folau and 
his views which include anti-Catholicism. 

How will Porter jigsaw this into a bill 
alongside Judaic law, Catholic and Anglican 
Canon Law and theocratic Islam? The 
question will test the skills of the subtlest 
drafters of parliamentary democratic bills.

Christian Porter, like every other 
parliamentarian an aspiring PM would surely 
relish, Arthur Wellesley’s quip after presiding 
as Prime Minister at his first cabinet meeting: 
‘An extraordinary affair. I gave them their 
orders and they wanted to stay and discuss 
them.’

Islamic intelligence 

For anyone requiring deep background re 
the most fraught problem of this millennium 
(and a carry-over from the first) the answer 
is in Islam: Context and Complexity. As 

always with any such 
background of real 
value, this is a work from 
primary sources carried 
out by a scholar who has 
been on the ground.

It is a work for the 
general reader but more 
especially for security 
specialist, covert and 
uniformed, wishing to 
understand the culture 
that inspires Islamic 
Statists.

Its chapters include: 
‘Christians in Pre-Islamic 
Arabia,’ ‘Islam and the 
West: The First Five 
Hundred Years,’ and 
‘Joining Some of the 
Dots: Zero Tolerance for 
Extremist Islam’.

The author? Who else 
but Paul Stenhouse MSC 
Ph.D, veteran editor of 

Annals Australasia? In compiling the work Fr 
Stenhouse drew on a series of essays printed 
in Annals between January 2015 and August 
2016.

Appropriately the work goes out under a 
new Australian Scholarly Publishing imprint 
Pamphleteer, betokening a time when free 
discussion was the order of the day. (pp rrp 
$29.95).

What 
England Lost

Paganism was the extreme; 
Catholicism was the mean; 

Puritanism was the opposite 
extreme. … The Elizabethans, though 
they lost their sense of honour, at 
least kept their sense of humour. 
In their Protestantism there was 
no place for Calvin’s hatred of joy. 
Yet, in order to beat Spain, Cecil 
had had to make an alliance with 
the Puritans, and the tragedy of the 
Armada was not so much that the 
Spaniards lost as that the Puritans 
won. … These new Puritans were to 
make shorter work of the monarchy 
than ever the monarchy had made 
of the [Catholic] Church.
– Christopher Hollis, The Monstrous Regiment, 

London 1929, p.169  
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Staffer-go-round

Notable additions to the Canberra 
carousel include the former ABC public 
affairs chief Emma McDonald, recruited 
by Communications-Culture Minister Paul 
Fletcher.

Early speculation: Fletcher aims to exploit 
McDonald’s inside knowledge in tilting the 
ABC axis right. But Fletcher, not an idle guy, 
must have dug loads of such knowledge 
as Parliamentary Secretary to then 
Communications Minister Malcolm Turnbull 
(the best managing director/editor-in-chief, 
the ABC never had).

The other notable, carousel addition was 
James Jeffrey, hired by Opposition Leader, 
Anthony Albanese, not as his picked piper 
but speechwriter. Jeffrey, likeYorick, is a 
fellow of infinite jest as he demonstrated in 
The Australian for so long.

But is he the 
one to establish 
a quasi-Whitlam-
Freudenberg duo with 
Albanese? Unlikely: 
quintessentially Whitlam 
was an actor (Sydney 
University Dramatic 
Society), Freudenburg 
his playwright, 
a circumstance 
inapplicable to Bill 
(Zingers) Shorten 
and his late ghost Bob 
Ellis. Paul Keating-Don 
Anderson? Who wants 
to try out-quipping the 
former?

Potential consolation: 
James Jeffrey will write 
the first, great Canberra 
comic novel. Possible 
title: Capital Spin. 

Franklin awful  

Nothing is more certain than death and 
taxes. Accordingly both attract a quantum 
of awe. The new Morrison-Frydenberg-
Cormann fiscal confection with its layers of 
fresh cream on stale bun, guaranteed long-
life, is beyond awe in its ingenuity.

By the time it reaches final delivery, 

however, as many will have died awaiting its 
benefits as will have benefited. 

Should there be an offset here, say a 
special funeral allowance granted to those 
for whom death was quicker than the tax 
relief?

Lunar eclipse

Applause continues to echo for this year’s 
50th Anniversary of the Apollo II moon 
landing, an exploit originally conceived by 
Jules Verne in 1865 in his novel De la terre à 
la lune (From the Earth to the Moon). 

Verne’s novel was remarkably prescient: 
his launch site was in Florida; his crew 
consisted of three men, Impey Barbicane, 
Captain Nicholl and Michel Ardan, a French 
poet, as Apollo II’s did: Buzz Aldrin, Neil 
Armstrong and Michael Collins. 

But if the Apollo landing was man’s 
greatest achievement, 
where are its Chinese 
noodles and firecrackers, 
South American potatoes 
and tomatoes as well 
as such produce as 
Aotearoa/New Zealand 
lamb and Australian 
wine pressed from grapes 
grown on vines taken 
from South Africa?

How truly scrumptious 
it would have been to 
celebrate the anniversary 
with a glass of Prosecco 
from Napa Valley vines 
that Armstrong and 
Aldrin planted on the 
moon instead of jumping 
around there like pogo-
stick kids.

Oscar Dominican

The trove of trivia 
gathered by your 
correspondent has many 

items, among them: actress Jane Wyman 
who died in 2007, aged 90, was a member 
of the Third Order of St Dominic, surely 
the only Academy Award winner (Johnny 
Belinda 1949) to be so?

© Austral-Media 2019.

Don’t curse the 
dark – light a candle

Instead of encouraging able 
young conservatives to sink into 

the political class, we should be 
directing them into film schools, art 
galleries, law journals, publishing 
houses, charities, foundations, 
orchestras, newsrooms, magazine 
start-ups, and all the occupations 
that shape and elevate our minds 
and imaginations. Once there is an 
active and thriving conservative  
cultural environment, then both 
political parties will find that their 
policy choices have somehow been 
pushed in a conservative direction … 
without anyone quite knowing why 
or how. For that to happen, however, 
we need bold cultural leadership by 
prominent people.
– John O’Sullivan, Chronicle, Quadrant October 

2015, p.5.  
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Literary theory, communications and increasingly creative writing courses have 
occupied those spots in the syllabus that used to involve the study of literature, 

while the study of literature is becoming marginalised. Creative writing 
has expanded absurdly, becoming a compulsory course in some institutions. 

This is ridiculous. Only a handful of students are going to be writers.

WRITERS’ CIRCLES
By Michael Wilding

r i T i n g  i s  a 
solitary activity. 
Jus t  you and 
y o u r  p e n 
o r  p en c i l  o r 
keyboard. Unless 
you happen to be 

dictating. And even then you could 
be dictating into a machine.  But 
writing also has its social needs. 
It generally hopes to be read. It 
desires an audience. And predicting 
an audience response without an 
audience on hand can be difficult.

When I first began to write, 
I was still at school. My English 
master encouraged writers and 
had established a writing society 
that met after school every week 
or so, the Adam Lindsay Gordon 
Society, named after the poet who 
had been a pupil there, before 
being summarily removed and 
sent to Australia. We used to read 
our efforts to each other and we 
developed a confidence. And once I 
had left school I was invited to join 
the Writers’ Circle in town. This was 
a group that met every month in the 
public library.

It was an amazingly diverse 
group. My English master, Edgar 
Billingham, presided. He had 
published a volume of poetry that 
had gone into three printings, and 
currently was writing a radio serial 
about a football team, ‘Up the 
Barchester Rovers!’ I would listen 
to it on the radio with my parents, 
even though I had no interest in 

football. This was writing that had 
achieved an audience.

Radio provided an important 
outlet. One of the members of the 
group, Roy Plumb, regularly had 
stories broadcast on ‘Morning Story’ 
and later published a well-received 
novel. It was to this ‘Morning Story’ 
programme that I sold my first 
short story. Another member, Frank 
Rayer, was an electrician and radio 
repairer who was a science fiction 
writer, well-known to aficionados.

Then there was an 
undergraduate who turned up 
in university vacations, Michael 
Alexander. An enthusiast for Ezra 
Pound, he had been influenced 
by Pound’s translations of Anglo-
Saxon poetry, and in due course he 
translated a volume of Anglo-Saxon 
poems and the epic Beowulf for 
Penguin Classics.

And there were the predictable 
eccentrics, including the poet 
who wrote a letter to the local 
newspaper, complaining about the 
introduction of  daylight saving on 
the grounds that it confused and 
upset the local bird life. Though 
she had a point: if you were in the 
habit of putting out the breakfast 
crumbs at nine every morning 
for the birds, they would indeed 
be confused when overnight the 
crumbs appeared an hour earlier or 
an hour later.

Writing groups like this were 
widespread in the 1960s, and some 
of them continue at the present 
time. They provided a significant 
link between the amateur and the 
professional. Most of the members 
achieved publication or broadcast, 
though none of them was occupied 
in writing full time. They were 
amateurs in the traditional sense of 
the term, amateur simply denoting 
the opposite of professional. 
Professional cricketers and jockeys 
played and rode for a living; 
amateurs had comparable skills 
but were not playing or riding for 

creative writing

The Gold 
Standard

Once, amiably chatting with 
a banker friend, he [Lord 

Norman, Governor of the Bank 
of England 1920-1944] listened 
imperviously to the argument 
that the gold standard would 
impoverish Britain in the 
long run. ‘Tell me,’ Norman is 
reported to have said, ‘do you 
think it better to be rich than 
to be poor?’ His friend replied: 
‘Well, I have been poor, and now 
I am fairly rich, and I hope to be 
richer.’ Norman replied that he 
was not sure, but that countries 
which were too rich went 
to pieces: he pointed to the 
examples of Periclean Athens 
and Imperial Rome. 

- John Gunther,1901-1970, Inside 
Europe (London, 1936), pp. 285-286. 
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money. Amateur did not have that 
pejorative sense that has developed 
as our society has become 
concerned primarily with cash 
values.

The existence of these 
regular writers’ circle meetings 
provided a welcome stimulus and 
encouragement. When I went to 
university, I used to go to the 
circle in vacations. University 
itself had no similar group that I 
knew of. Instead it had a number 
of university magazines and 
newspapers, and it was in writing 
for these that I continued to 
develop my writing.

That was how you learned to 
write – by writing for available 
publications. And university 
in those days allowed that 
development, by the existence of 
such magazines and by allowing 
the opportunity to write for them. 
After the first two terms, I had no 
more examinations until the end 
of my third year. There were the 
weekly essays I had to write for my 
tutor. These I would read out, but 
they were never marked. Apart from 
that, my time was free to allocate 
according to my priorities.

For two whole terms I did 
very little academic work as I 
had become assistant editor and 
then editor of one of the weekly 
magazines. This was a recognized 
stepping stone to a literary or 
journalistic or political career. 
It was tacitly accepted that you 
would catch up with your academic 
studies later – and indeed for the 
remainder of my university course 
I was working very hard indeed to 
catch up.

But by the 1970s universities 
had changed. It was claimed that 
examinations were stressful and 
not the best way to assess work. 
Assessment increasingly began to 
be made by essays. And soon every 
course began to require a formal 
essay or test at its completion, and 
these came to replace end of year 
exams. The era of the treadmill of 
continuous assessment had begun. 
No longer was it possible for a 
student to spend large amounts 

of time in student journalism or 
theatre or politics, the traditional 
way of developing skills in those 
areas.

It was in the context of three or 
four years of continuous assessment 
at university that I introduced 
creative writing to the University of 
Sydney. The pressure of continuous 
assessment had made it very hard 
for a would-be writer there. Course 
requirements, and increasingly the 
need to find a part time job, meant 
that in those years in which writers 
used to be developing their skills, 
there was now little time to write.

Offering an opportunity to write 
in the context of a literature course 
seemed to be a way of helping 
would-be writers. What I had in 
mind was basically the model of 
those writers’ circle meetings, in 
which writers read their work to 
each other, commented on it, made 
suggestions for improvements, and 
developed by the simple process of 
practice and encouragement.

And the context of a literature 
course was important. One of the 
basic ways writers develop their 
skills is by reading other writers. 
This was an opportunity that 
courses in English Literature used 
to provide. That was why would-be 
writers enrolled in courses in 
English Literature.

Now, however, literature 
courses have been badly eroded. 
Literary theory, communications 
and increasingly creative writing 
courses have occupied those spots 
in the syllabus that used to involve 
the study of literature, while the 
study of literature is becoming 
marginalised.

Creative writing has expanded 
absurdly, becoming a compulsory 
course in some institutions. This 
is ridiculous. Only a handful of 
students are going to be writers.

The value of writing courses is 
that they provide the opportunity 
for would-be writers to develop. 
It is a matter of opportunity and 
time, not instruction. To quote the 
ancient proverb, Poeta nascitur, non 
fit, ‘a poet is born not made’. The 
key to successful writing courses, I 
was told by Malcolm Bradbury, who 
set up the first course in an English 
university, is to select the students 
who show that they know how to 
write already.

A tutor in creative writing asked 
me not long ago, ‘As a father of 
creative writing in Australian 
universities, do you ever, like the 
fathers of the atom bomb, feel guilt 
or remorse?’ It was a good question.

michaeL WiLding’s latest novels are Little Demon 
and The Travel Writer (Arcadia). He is emeritus 
professor at the University of Sydney.

A Young Person’s World

English life expectancy at birth was, on average, a miserable thirty-seven years 
between  1540 and 1800; the figure for London was in the twenties. Roughly 

one in five English children died in the first year of life; in London the figure was 
nearly one in three. Henry V himself became king at the age of twenty-six and 
was dead from dysentery at the age of thirty-five - a reminder that most history 
until relatively recently was made by quite young, short-lived people. Violence 
was endemic. War with France was almost a permanent condition. When 
not fighting the French, the English fought the Welsh, the Scots and the Irish. 
When not fighting the Celts, they fought one another in a succession of wars 
for control of the crown. Henry V’s father had come to the throne by violence; 
his son Henry VI lost it by similar means with the outbreak of the Wars of the 
Roses, which saw four kings lose their thrones and forty adult peers die in battle 
or on the scaffold. Between 1330 and 1479 a quarter of deaths in the English 
aristocracy were violent. And ordinary homicide was commonplace. Data from the 
fourteenth century suggest an annual homicide rate in Oxford of above a hundred 
per 100,000 inhabitants. London was somewhat safer with a rate of around fifty 
per 100,000. 

- Niall Ferguson, Civilization: The West and the Rest, Allen Lane, 2011, p.24 [278]
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Book review

Maurice Blondel believed that philosophy could demonstrate the ‘insufficiency of 
reason’ and thus open one to the supernatural.  Etienne Gilson accepted the de jure 
autonomy of philosophy that was purely rational in its principles, but argued that 

Europe an philosophy was de facto inseparable from religion. Flesh and blood 
Christians, he reasoned, could not separate their faith from their philosophy.

CONVERTS TO THE REAL
By Jude P. Dougherty

T one Time in the 
English speaking 
world, ‘continental 
philosophy’ was a 
term of abuse. The 
name designated 
those  European 

philosophers who did not fit the 
Anglo-American mould. 

Edward Baring, early on in 
Converts to the Real  notices the 
anomaly, the designation of one 
philosophy by its predominant 
mode, the other by its geographical 
reach, i.e. France, Germany, Italy, 
Poland and Spain.

‘In the first decades of the 
twentieth century,’ Baring writes, 
‘neo-scholasticism was by any 
reasonable norm the most influential 
philosophical movement in the 
world.’ It was this loosely defined 
network of like-minded philosophers 
that promoted the rapid spread of 
phenomenology, first within Europe, 
and subsequently to the Americas. 

Baring finds that the 
first conference devoted to 
phenomenology outside of Germany 
was hosted in 1932 by the Société 
Thomiste in Paris. 

Enrico Castelli, a Catholic,  
organized in 1946 the first 
international conference on 
existentialism [by then regarded as a 
form of phenomenology], a meeting 
that ended with a papal audience at  
the Vatican. 

In what he calls ‘a preliminary 
report,’ Baring reveals that self-

professed Catholic philosophers, 
in the period before World War 
II, produced more than 40% of 
all books and articles on Husserl, 
Heidegger, and Scheler that were 
written in French, Italian, Spanish, 
Portuguese and Dutch. 

After 1945, Catholic philoso-
phers were overshadowed by other 
proponents. Phenomenology’s 
methods and discipline, Baring 
observes,  attracted agnostics and 
atheists, as well as Christians: 
Protestants as well as Catholics.  

Martin Heidegger and 
Alexander Kojeve are cited as 
prime examples of atheists making 
use of Husserl.  Baring finds 
that Catholics contributed to the 
phenomenological awaking of other 
atheists, such as John Paul Sartre 
and Simone de Beauvoir. Beauvoir 
was educated at the College Saint-
Marie in Neuilly and the Institute 
Catholique in Paris. Sartre studied 
Being and Time with Marius Perrin, 
a priest who had arranged for the 
book to be smuggled into the 
German camp where they were 
both imprisoned.

In sum, Baring shows beyond 
doubt that, starting from its home 
base at the University of Munich, 
phenomenology spread along 
Catholic networks throughout 
most of Europe within reach of the 
universal church, by-passing only 
the strongholds of Scandinavia and 
the U.K.  

Early representatives of the 
phenomenological movement 
in America were James M. Edie 
and Joseph Kockelmans.  Neither 
claimed to be Catholic but both 
were trained at Catholic centers, 
Edie at Louvain, Kockelmans at 
Rome.

Baring, Edward. Converts to 
the Real: Catholicism and the 

Making of Continental Philosophy. 
Cambridge, MA,  Harvard 

University Press, 2019, pp.493
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After World War II, 
Heidegger’s existential version of 
phenomenology became the center 
of a European-wide debate over 
the relationship between political 
efficiency and freedom. Baring 
provides an insightful account of 
that exchange, one that involved 
thinkers of the rank of Giovanni 
Gentile, Benedetto Croce and 
Armando Carlin.

Another debate attempted to 
clarify the meaning of ‘Catholic 
philosophy.’ Following the 
promulgation of Leo XIII’s 
encyclical Aeterni Patris (1879), it 
was thought by many that Thomism 
had become the official philosophy 
of the Catholic Church, disciples 
of Scotus, Augustine or Descartes 
notwithstanding.

Confronted with the materialisms 
and scepticisms that followed the 
Enlightenment and the French 
Revolution, Leo was aware of the 
need to defend the rationality of 
Catholic faith. 

Some philosophies obviously 
open one to the Catholic faith while 
others close it as an intellectual 
option. Leo recognized that 
philosophy can only be fought by 
philosophy. 

Aeterni Patris endorsed what 
was then a fledgling Thomistic 
movement in Jesuit circles that 
expanded dramatically after the 
Pope’s intervention. The movement 
was more a recovery of classical 
philosophy, specifically that of 
Aristotle, than the advancement of 
something new.

Acknowledging the abundance 
of Catholic philosophers, Baring 
asks, ‘Is there something that can be 
labelled Catholic philosophy?’ He 
finds a variety of answers. 

Emile Brehier took the position 
that philosophy is a pure rational 
affair.  Insofar as philosophy takes 
any of its principles from sacred 
scripture it becomes a theology. 
Christian philosophy for Brehier is a 
contradiction in terms. 

Maurice Blondel believed that 
philosophy could demonstrate 
the ‘insufficiency of reason’ and 
thus open one to the supernatural.  

Etienne Gilson accepted the de 
jure autonomy of philosophy 
that was purely rational in its 
principles but argued that Europan 
philosophy was de facto inseparable 
from religion.  Flesh and blood 
Christians, he reasoned, could 
not separate their faith from their 
philosophy.  

Leon Noel, President of 
Louvain’s Institut Superieur 
Philosophie, held that the dominant 
Scholastic philosophy in the 
Catholic Church could not be 
properly called Christian.

Given the massive amount 
of material his investigation 
uncovered, Baring was faced with 
the problem of organization.  He 
solved the problem by dividing 
the book into three sections.  Each 
section is almost a book in itself. 

Part I is entitled ‘Neo-Scholastic 
Conversions.’ And there were many 
in the period covered, 1900 - 1930, 
notably Edith Stein, Max Scheler, 
Siegfried Hamburger, Aurel Kolnai 
and Dietrich von Hildebrand. 
Malvine, Husserl’s wife, embraced 
the Catholic faith in 1942. 

‘Part II ‘Journeys: 1930 -1940’ 
discusses the work of Nicolai 
Berdyaev, Gabriel Marcel, Jacques 
Maritain, and Augusto Guzzo. 

Part III ‘Catholic Legacies,’ finds 
two: one institutional, [the Husserl 
Archives]; one intellectual [the 
new existential phenomenology].  

A short review cannot do this 
very rich book justice. It is both 
profound and sweeping in its scope; 
it is almost a history of twentieth 
century philosophy. 

Gilson may speak of ‘the unity 
of philosophical experience.’ Baring 
shows beyond doubt that for a 
period of nearly three-quarters of 
a century a large segment of the 
discipline was unified by a common 
interest in the work of Edmund 
Husserl.

professor Jude p. dougherTy is Dean Emeritus 
of the Philosophy Faculty, Catholic University 
of America. Formerly  Editor, The Review of 
Metaphysics, and General Editor, Series Studies in 
Philosophy and the History of Philosophy, Washington, 
D.C. He is a regular contributor to Annals. 

THE VOCATION OF AN
MSC PRIEST OR BROTHER

What’s life for?
Why was I born?

What is the greater purpose 
and meaning of my life?

How am I meant to be of service?

We follow Christ who ‘loves with 
a human heart’ It is this love in 

which we have learned to believe.
Will you make known this 

same love; the gentleness and 
compassion, the patience and 

the mercy of the heart of Jesus!  
Will you do this?

Are you being asked ‘to be on 
earth the heart of God,’to be a 

Missionary of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus [MSC] Priest or Brother? 

Contact us.
(Fr)  F. Dineen, msc

fjdineen@misacor.org.au
Tel:   02 9665 8999

PO Box 252 Coogee NSW 2034
www.misacor.org.au
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EXAMINATIONS IN  
MEDIAEVAL EUROPE

In The sTaTuTes of the theological faculty at Bologna, edited by the late 
Cardinal Ehrle, we have precise regulations for examination. The statutes 
were compiled in 1364 and were explicitly based on those of Paris, which are 

now lost. 
Here is the statute headed ‘on the procedure to be observed in 

the private examination’. The candidates were bachelors who had been 
recommended for admission to the test which preceded the conferment of the 
licence, i.e. the mastership or doctorate in theology. 

I summarize the text : As effort wanes without reward, so distinction suffers 
if it is given to the unworthy. It is inconsistent with our duty to acquiesce in 
either of these possibilities, so we prescribe as follows. 

Three days before the examination the dean shall choose two subjects 
(puncta), that is, two distinctiones from the Sentences [of Peter Lombard]. He 
shall frame two very debatable questions, suggested by these, stating both 
sides of the case, and shall give these in writing to the candidate. 

A full day before the examination (i.e. two days later) the candidate shall 
give in writing to each master in the faculty his reasoned conclusions on each 
question, under four or five heads. 

On the next day at the eighteenth hour those masters whose schools 
are incorporated in the theological body (universitas) shall come together 
in conclave before the chancellor. First the dean, then each master in turn, 
according to seniority, shall dispute against the position taken by the candidate 
on the first questio, giving two or three reasoned arguments, which are to be 
sprung upon the candidate, or as we say, to be ‘unseen’. 

The candidate must give three reasoned replies (replicationes) to the first 
argument and two to the second. And then the same process is to be 
observed in dealing with the position on the other questio. When all this is over, 
the candidate shall be sent out of the room, and the chancellor shall call on 
each master to give his honest opinion both of the moral character of the 
candidate and of his fitness for the degree. 

(In 1364 the decision of the weightier – major ve l  sanior – element 
prevailed ; according to a later recension of the statutes the voting was by 
ballot and three adverse votes could fail the candidate.) 

Until his success is assured the candidate must on no account, on pain of 
perjury, offer gifts to his examiners ; but later he may offer them wine and 
refreshment, provided that the cost of the entertainment does not exceed two 
florins. 

I doubt if I could ever have passed an examination of this kind.  

– Sir Frederick Maurice Powicke, Ways of Medieval Life and Thought: Essays and Addresses, Biblo and Tannen NY, 
1964, pp.195-197.
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moviesCamino Skies

Eight hundred kilometres – more 
than the distance from Adelaide 
to Melbourne – is the length 
of Spain’s great, centuries-old 
Camino de Santiago, terminating 
at the magnificent Cathedral de 
Compostela.

New Zealand-Australian director/
producers Noel Smyth and Fergus 
Grady cover it at the rate of roughly 
10ks per minute of film time.  And 
not a minute of its 88 minutes is 
wasted as they focus mainly on six 
participants, each marked with the 
traditional pilgrim’s scallop shell, 
each with a different reason for 
making the pilgrimage.

Hollywood actor Martin Sheen 
starred in The Way (2010) a feature 
directed by his son Emilio Estevez. 
The Smyth-Grady work is raw 
documentary; it creates a more vivid 
impression, come wind, come smiles, 
come tears, of what it must be like to 
walk the way and pray. 

PGHHHHSFFV.

Ophelia

‘Sblood! William Shakespeare, the 
Swan of Avon, might have squawked 
at this movie version of his play 
Hamlet. It depicts the tragic maiden 
of his play as its ultimate heroine. 

Director Claire McCarthy (with 
cinematographer Denson Baker) 
opens on a scene, described not 
enacted in the play: Ophelia floating 
in a stream (a marvelous reference to 
the 19th century work by Millais).

To the part of Ophelia, Daisy 
Ridley brings the intrepid charm of 
Rey, her character in the Star Wars 
franchise. George MacKay brings 
youthful dash to Hamlet that doesn’t 
allow much time for soliloquy.

Naomi Watts doubles superlatives 
in the roles of Queen Gertrude 
and a witch, Mechtild, concoctor of 
potions, malign and benign.

Clive Owens as the usurper 
Claudius shows his potential to play 
Macbeth – which he may have a 
chance to demonstrate if Lisa Klein’s 
companion work, Lady Macbeth’s 
Daughter is filmed.

But for all its dazzle, including a 
brilliant take on the play-within-the-
play and mitred prelates, the drama 
has a major flaw (which the dazzle 
may be designed to conceal): under-

emphasis on the Catholic subtext to 
Shakespeare’s Hamlet, particularly 
in the matter of repentance and 
forgiveness of sins, an enduring flaw 
with the entire Shakespearean canon 
at least since Tales from Shakespeare 
by Charles Lamb (tragedies) and his 
sister Mary (comedies).

Claire McCarthy worked from 
a Semi Chellas script, based on the 
Lisa Klein’s novel. Who dares call 
this chicklit? Not your reviewer; he 
knows that Lisa Klein has a PH.D in 
Literature and resigned from Ohio 
State University when, after eight 
years, she was refused tenure. 

 MHHHNFFV.

Who You Think I Am 
(Celle que vous croyez)

The English translation of the 
French title, which substitutes 
‘think’ for ‘believe’, indicates the 
ambivalence of writer/director 
Safy Nebbou’s take on the novel by 
Camille Laure, herself something of 
a Facebook celebrity. 

Not even the star-drive of Juliette 
Binoche can give the drama orbital 
velocity from gravity boredom, 
however. Binoche plays the academic 

Clare/Clara/Claire, and contrives to 
make her look plain – brioche for 
Binoche. 

In sessions with a psychiatrist 
(Nicole Garcia) and flashbacks, 
CCC reveals how, after her husband 
deserted her for a younger woman, 
she disguised her true identity to 
search by way of Ludo (Guillaume 
Gouix). for Internet amour with his 
photographer mate Alex (Francois 
Civil). 

Attempting to add a touch of class 
to this contorted scenario, Nebbou/
Laure make Clare a lecturer on such 
works as the Choderlos de Laclos 
novel, Les Liaisons Dangereux. 

But a sequence involving mobile 
phone-porn destroys the attempt, 
and adds.to the impression of 
Creepsville denizens, an impression 
not mitigated by further revelations 
of the identity of the younger 
woman and her link to CCC.

The running time is just under 
120 minutes, suggesting a post-lunch 
view with snooze edits.

MA15+HHNFFV.

The White Crow

This melodrama is a labour of 
love, if not coterie infatuation. Ralph 
Fiennes directed from a David Hare 
script based on Rudolf Nureyev: The 
Life by Julie Kavanagh, herself a 
former ballet-dancer, half-sister to 
the late, formidable literary agent, 
Pat Kavanagh. 

Fiennes not only directed, he 
co-stars as Nureyev’s principal 
teacher, Alexander Pushkin whose 
wife Xenia (Chulpan Khamatova) 
with Pushkin’s compliance 
administers intimate care to Nureyev 
after he has an accident. This is not 
shown but might have been the 
result of Nureyev falling out of bed 
with a fellow male dancer.

The double authority of Fiennes 
does not mean he dominates. Oleg 
Ivenko does through dancing like a 
man possessed – by Nureyev.

If only the Fiennes pace had 
matched Ivenko/Nureyev’s which 
is Dionysian whereas the director’s 
is danse macabre, an impression 
strengthened by his being suited like 
a gulag undertaker.

He gets also gets caught up in 
flashbacks to Nureyev’s childhood 
– understandably, Maksimillian 

By James Murray

Official 
Classifications key

G: for general exhibit ion; 
P G : p a r e n t a l  g u i d a n c e 
r e c o m m e n d e d  f o r 
persons under 15 years ; 
M 15+: recommended for 
mature audiences 15 years and 
over; MA 15+: restrictions apply 
to persons under the age of 15; 
R 18+: Restricted to adults,  
18 years and over.

Annals supplementary 
advice

SFFV: Suitable For Family Viewing; 
NFFV: Not For Family Viewing.
TBA:  classification to be 

announced
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Grigoriyev who plays the child 
Nureyev is compelling, and Ravshana 
Kurkova as his mother Farida 
heartbreaking.

The scenes in Paris where 
Nureyev decided to seek refuge to 
dance and strut socially do pick-up 
pace; they come too late, though 
they give Adele Exarchopoulos, as 
Nureyev’s rich friend Clara Saint, the 
chance to confirm that she is a star 
find. 

Difficulty in describing the work 
calls for a paraphrase (pace General 
Pierre Bosquet on the Charge of the 
Light Brigade): ‘It’s magnificent, but 
it’s not a movie.’

So what is it?  Avoiding the pun, 
almost a turkey, it’s a truncated 
Netflix series which rolls for 120 
minutes yet confines to an end-credit 
note Nureyev’s return to his 
homeland to see his dying mother. 

MHHHNFFV.

An Unexpected Love 
(El Amor menos pensado)

Vintage love, surely after 25 years 
of marriage? But not in director 
Juan Vera and co-writer Daniel 
Coparo’s romantic comedy. They 
extract maximum bitter-sweet charm 
from their stars Mercedes Moran 
and Ricardo Darin in the parts of 
Ana and Marcos, she a business 
executive, he an academic.

Having farewelled their only child 
Luciano (Andres Gil) off on his 
travels from Argentina, they return 
to their apartment expecting to 
begin the rest of their life dancing to 
the music of matrimony within the 
circle of their friends.

The record has stuck in its groove. 
They decide to part, and pursue 
happiness separately, a decision Vera 
and Coparo set slyly against the fact 
that Marcos lectures on the uber 
philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche.

Needless to say where the 
Ana-Marco round ends. The running 
time is 125 minutes. But the movie 
retains its sparkle – Freixenet 
Cordon Negro perhaps.

MHHHNFFV.

Claire Darling 

Showbiz legend has it that 
Charles De Gaulle called Catherine 
Deneuve a symbol of France. Okay, 
no legends are more fragile as 

those of showbiz but Deneuve does 
continue to mirror France, though 
sometimes the mirror is cracked.

Such is also the case with 
Deneuve in the title role of Julie 
Bertuccelli’s tragi-comedy where she 
plays a wealthy widow who rises 
in her sunlit country estate house 
determined to sell off all her goods 
and chattels.

To the consternation of her 
servants and the incredulous delight 
of her neighbours she proceeds to 
do so in a haze of nostalgia and 
cigarette smoke, until halted by 
her daughter Marie (played by 
Deneuve’s own daughter Chiara 
Mastroianni).

Bertuccelli, working from Lynda 
Rutledge’s novel, introduces Father 
Georges (John Leysen), priest in 
charge of the estate church.

From him, Claire accepts spiritual 
consolation: a Monet painting of 
water lilies – not the kind of sacred 
viaticum Charles De Gaulle received. 

The running time sets some 
kind of record: never have so 
many intergenerational flashbacks 
and climactic pyrotechnics been 
squeezed into 94 minutes.

MHHHNFFV.

Annabelle Comes Home

Amid swirling fog, thick as 
burning licorice allsorts, Ed Warren 
(Patrick Wilson) and his wife 
Lorraine (Vera Farmiga) drive their 
wagon along lonely roads with the 
life-size doll Annabelle (Samara Lee) 
in the back seat.

Arrived at their house, which 
looks as if leased by Amityville Real 

Estate, they install Annabelle in a 
locked cabinet within a strong room 
replete with other ominous artifacts.

Despite a blessing by Father 
Gordon (Steve Coulter) will 
Annabelle get out? Clue: the movie, 
directed by Gary Dauberman, 
co-scripted by James Wan, is a 
sequel to Annabelle (2014) and 
Annabelle Creation (2017) which 
were not lullabies.

The Warrens, being experts, 
leave their daughter Judy (Mckenna 
Grace) in the care of baby-sitters 
Mary Ellen (Madison Iseman) and 
Daniela (Katie Sarife) who are less 
prudent than the parents.

Annabelle’s rampage with her 
attached demon (Joseph Bishara) 
attracts the support of the other 
artifacts. Will the Warrens return in 
time to save at least Judy? Does corn 
pop? 

Harmless, scary fun? The Exorcist 
franchise legacy was a spate of false 
recovered memories inspired by its 
horrific scenes.

MA15+HHNFFV.

Yesterday

Director Danny Boyle and 
writer Richard Curtis might well 
have modified the title with the 
word ‘tomorrow’.  As it is, their 
magical mystery tour’s driving 
conceit – a power-outage causes 
the world to forget that the Beatles 
existed – depends on a suspension 
of disbelieve equivalent to the 
suspension of San Francisco’s 
Golden Gate Bridge.

The result: a nondescript guitarist-
singer Jack Malik (Himesh Patel), 
bus-hit during the outage, inherits 
the songs, and gains the attention 
of current pop phenomenon Ed 
Sheeran (playing himself). 

Further persuaded by his 
girlfriend Ellie (Lily James, charming 
as ever) and driven by a manager 
Debra Hammer (Kate McKinnon, 
unwontedly ferocious), Jack rides 
the music to a Wembley Stadium 
concert by way of Moscow (where 
else?)

On his way, Jack Malik visits 
Beatles landmarks, real and fantastic 
including Eleanor Rigby’s grave, 
Father Mackenzie’s church and John 
Lennon’s childhood home where he 
still lives (or haunts).

SOLUTION TO CRYPTIC CROSSWORD NO. 52
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fair to add that they had what was 
effectively a storyboard in the 1992 
animated version – a repetition 
technique that has enabled Disney 
to become Hollywood’s biggest-
ever factory, producing dreams 
more profitably than Detroit did 
automobiles. 

PGHHHSFFV.

Other vehicles off the Disney 
line are Toy Story 4 (G) and The 
Lion King (PG) both like Aladdin 
three-starred. They remind us 
that Evelyn Waugh, in Hollywood 
for unsuccessful negotiations on 
Brideshead Revisited rights, consoled 
himself that he had met the two 
geniuses of cinema: Walt Disney  and 
Charlie Chaplin.  

The Journey

Director Nick Hamm’s thriller 
purports to be an account of a 
discreet car trip involving IRA Chief 
of Staff Martin McGuinness and Dr 
Ian Paisley that helped to seal the 
2006 Northern Ireland accord which 
still holds despite Brexit inanities.

Hamm has the benefit of Colin 
Bateman’s taut, 94-minute script, 
every second of it honed by the 
playing of Colm Meaney and 
Timothy Spall as McGuinness and 
Paisley.

To say more of the plot 
contrivances would lesson the 
tension induced by Hamm and 
cinematographer Greg Gardiner. 
Others in the cast include Frederick 
Highmore as a naïf-seeming driver 
Jack; John Hurt, in one of his last 
vintage roles, as Harry (MI5); 
Toby Stephens as Tony Blair and 
Catherine McCormack as a PA Kate 
Elgar (whom Hamm must have been 
tempted to cast as the driver). 

Spall’s accent is impeccable, 
especial in a petrol-station scene 
where he lambasts the attendant 
for credit-card usury. It reminded 
your reviewer of a telephone call in 
the early 1970s when he identified 
himself as a representative of 
The Catholic Herald and Paisley 
responded: ‘Yuh mean the Roman 
Ca-ath’lic Herald.’

Note: Your reviewer caught 
up with this work on SBS World 
Movies. 

PGHHHHNFFV..

comedy in the Emerald City and its 
Palm Beach hinterland.

MA15+HHHNFFV.

Wild Rose 

In director Tom Harper’s take on 
Nicole Taylor’s script, Rose (Jessie 
Buckley) is still definitely wild 
sexually when she emerges from jail 
determined to make it to the Grand 
Old Opry, Nashville, Tennessee.

First she has to acquire white 
cowboy boots and see her mother 
Marion (Julie Walters) who has been 
caring for her children in one of 
Glasgow’s public housing schemes. 

Jessie Buckley is an Irish singer of 
pristine talent – mostly wasted. She 
spends too much the movie belting 
out raucous numbers at Glasgow’s 
Grand Ol’ Opry when she isn’t over 
indulging in basic Anglo-Saxon. 

Strike that: the first written use 
of the asterisk word was by the 
15th century Scottish poet William 
Dunbar, a sometime Franciscan friar.

More to the point, Rose does get 
to Nashville’s Grand Ol’ Opry with 
the encouragement of her employer 
Susannah (Sophie Okonedo) and 
the aid of her mother Marion. And 
she sings her beautiful song. She 
decides, however, that Nashville is 
not for her.

Back in Glasgow’s Grand Ol’ Opry, 
Rose sings again.  A country-beat 
version of the Burn’s lyric, ‘My love is 
like a red, red rose/That’s newly sprung 
in June. My love is like a melody/That’s 
sweetly played in tune…’

No such luck.  The marvelous 
Jessie Buckley has to sing the 
derivative Glasgow (No Place like 
Home) – a cure for exile’s nostalgia.

MHHHNFFV.

Aladdin

The magic of the Arabian Nights 
character and his lamp lingers 
beguilingly in the playing of Mena 
Massoud in the title role and in 
Naomi Scott as his beloved Princess 
Jasmine. 

Inevitably, however, the charm 
of Will Smith as the Genie with the 
turbo-charged tail of smoke prevails 
as he guides them among villains 
and hazards, computer generated 
and otherwise, with pauses for songs. 

Director Guy Ritchie co-wrote 
the script with John August; it is 

There’s even a spoof approach 
to James Corden’s, The Late Late 
Show, inspired no doubt by the 
Beatles Ed Sullivan Show appearance 
and interviews with multitudes not 
excluding your reviewer in London 
(twice live for Granada TV’s Scene at 
6.30).

Sequel? Jack Malik does reveal 
the Beatles wrote the songs, which 
seems to kill that possibility. But on 
a budget of $26 million, Yesterday 
has made a reported $81million-plus 
– a lot of persuasion.  

MHHHNFFV.

Parasite

Director co-writer Bong Joon 
Ho’s drama begins as a comedy of 
manners, not those of America’s 
South nor South Australia but South 
Korea.

The titular parasites are the 
Songs: patriarch Ki-taek  (Song 
Kang Ho), matriarch Choong-
sook (Jang Hye-jin). They live in a 
sub-basement amid a poverty so 
dire that they and their son, Ki-woo 
(Choi Woo-shik) and daughter 
Ki-jeong (Park So-dam) have 
difficulty keeping  the family mobile 
phone charged.

Serious joke: the phone is a 
necessity as they chase their rainbow 
and crock of gold (to switch ethnic 
metaphors). The crock comes in the 
form of the IT boss-class Mr Parks 
(Lee Sun Gyun), his exquisite wife 
Yeon-kyo (Jo Yeo-jeong), daughter 
Da-hye (Jung Ziso) and son, Da-song 
(Jung Hyun-joon) gilt-edged mirror-
image of the Songs. 

In successive moves the Songs 
get themselves recruited by the 
Parks and so gain control of their 
residence. Four square feasts a day! 
Until the Parks return early from a 
camping trip undertaken to placate 
their son and the deep secret of the 
residence is revealed. 

Black hilarity ensues, stink-
beetles invade, sewers overflow. 
But the unsinkable Songs rise for 
yet another Sisyphusean hustle. 
The comedy won the Cannes Palme 
d’Or and the $60,000 Sydney Film 
Prize  (for the most ‘audacious, 
cutting edge and courageous’ work) 
– a redundant description yet apt; 
David Williamson pioneered lighter, 
less mordant forms of class-division 
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