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GRANT 
that we 

may possess 
eternally in 
love what we 
now worship 
in Faith

– From the prayer for 
Lauds for Wednesday in the 
second week of Eastertide 
in the Roman Breviary.

Front Cover:  Shrine to Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, on 
the corner of a building in the Corso di Rinascimento, 
Rome, a few steps away from the MSC Church of our 
Lady of the Sacred Heart which backs onto the Piazza 
Navona, scene of the martyrdom of St Agnes and St 
Emerentiana under Diocletian in the early years of the 
4th century. Built in 1440 by Don Alfonso Paradinas, 
bishop of Rodrigo in Spain, and originally dedicated 
to St James [Santiago], the Church fell into disrepair 
in the 1800s. It was entrusted by Pope Leo XIII to 
the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart in 1878 and then 
dedicated to the Virgin Mary under the title of Our Lady 
of the Sacred Heart.

Back Cover:  Annals Australasia turns 127 this year.  Help 
support Australia’s oldest and most popular Catholic 
journal by encouraging your friends and relatives 
to subscribe.  Or send them a gift subscription for 
Christmas or the New Year. See page 9 of this issue for a  
gift subscription form.



TO DWELL IN THE 
HOUSE OF THE LORD

TO WHAT purpose do we cast about, seeking 
what to pray for, afraid we may perhaps not be 
praying as we should. Why not rather say with 

the psalm, ‘One thing have I asked of the Lord, this 
will I seek after: that I may dwell in the house of the 
Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of 
the Lord, and to visit his temple’? There, the days are 
not events that come and go, nor is the beginning of 
one the end of another: all days are one and endless 
in that place where life itself which includes those 
days, has no end.

To obtain this blessed life, True Life himself 
taught us to pray - not in many words, as though our 
prayers receive readier hearing the more loquacious 
we are; for we are praying to him who knows, as the 
Lord himself says, what is needful for us before we 
ask it of him.

St Augustine of Hippo [354-430 ad], from his Letter to Anicia Faltonia 
Proba, cxxx. See The Roman Breviary, Second Reading at Matins for Sunday 
of the 29th Week of the Year.
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A PRAYER TO THE  
HOLY SPIRIT

IN THE hour of my distress,
When temptations me oppress,
And when I my sins confess,

     Sweet Spirit comfort me!

When I lie within my bed,
Sick in heart and sick in head,
and with doubts discomforted,
     Sweet Spirit comfort me!

When the house doth sigh and weep,
And the world is drowned in sleep,
Yet mine eyes the watch do keep,
     Sweet Spirit comfort me!

When the artless Doctor sees 
No one hope but of his fees, 
And his skill runs on the lees,
     Sweet Spirit comfort me!

When his potion and his pill, 
Has, or none, or little skill, 
Meet for nothing but to kill,
     Sweet Spirit comfort me!

When the passing-bell doth toll, 
And the Furies in a shoal, 
Come to fright a parting soul,
     Sweet Spirit comfort me!

– Robert Herrick [1591-1674 AD].  Herrick, the seventh son 
of a London goldsmith, was a noted lyric poet, and Church of 
England parson. He was one of my mother’s favourite poets. His 
life stretched from the time of Shakespeare to that of Dryden and 
Milton. He was a contemporary, of John Donne. Ed.
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Ryder-Cheshire has no paid executives or staff, no travel or other  allowances, 
no costly advertising. Highly capable people do the managing, and 

when they visit East Timor, they pay their own way. Volunteers, some 
of whom spend up to two years in East Timor, do so gratis.

SHARED LOVE IN EAST TIMOR

RYDER-CHESHIRE IN ACTION ON AUSTRALIA’S DOORSTEP

By Ted Burns, p.e.

T’S NOT every day that a 
priest (especially one in his 
late 70s) gets such a sweet 
smile from a young lady. It 
happened to me recently 
at a small village in Ermera 
province, in the rugged 

mountains of Timor-Leste, better-
known as East Timor.

The lady concerned was about 
10 months old.  As she beamed 
at me from her 
mother’s arms, I 
realized, as her 
tiny face lit up, that 
she had virtually 
no upper lip. My 
immediate reaction 
was resolving to 
find help for her. 
Such cases are not 
unusual.

On this visit 
to East Timor, I 
had joined the 
mobile unit of a 
Community Based 
R e h a b i l i t a t i o n 
team from Klibur 
Domin (KD) a 
Ryde r -Chesh i r e 
(RCA) initiative sponsored by 
Australians, and operated by about 
40 local Timorese from their base at 
Tibar,17 km west of Dili.  

Klibur Domin is Timorese for 
Shared Love, and the Mobile 
Rehab team is just one arm of 
this wonderfully effective outfit. 
There is also a Mobile TB team. 

It too travels to remote villages, 
diagnosing and treating sufferers. 
Timor has one of the highest rates 
of TB in the world, and literally 
hundreds have been treated, thanks 
to the Clinic at  KD.

This facility is one of the 
country’s major centres, for 
the treatment of TB, and for 
the training of local people as 
laboratory technicians who play a 

major role in the treatment, and in 
the follow-up process.

A recently acquired GeneXpert 
machine provides fast and accurate 
diagnosis of patients. This has made 
a dramatic difference as, previously, 
samples had to be sent to  Australia 
for analysis, and took many weeks 
to finalise. 

Klibur Domin is just 15 years old 
and, in this time, has established, 
in addition to the Mobile Teams, 
a Low-Care Hospital, a Home for 
the elderly, a Respite Centre, and a 
Rehabilitation Centre. It has its own 
TB Hospital, with separate clinic, 
and buildings for administration. 

These achievements, and many 
more, have resulted from dedicated 
planning, generous donations 

from a number 
of sources, and 
wonderful ‘hands 
on’ help from 
Rotary. 

A constant 
stream of self-
funded volunteers, 
over two-hundred 
so far  (mostly 
from Australia), 
have contributed 
enormously to 
the day-to-day 
functioning of 
Klibur Domin.

An example of 
such a volunteer is 
Trish McDonnell, a 

former RAAF Air Traffic Controller. 
Her  contribution to KD as Home 
Manager, and her periods of service  
(thirteen so far) has to be measured 
in years.

‘Relief of Suffering’ was the 
goal of Sue Ryder and Leonard 
Cheshire, the two extraordinary 
individuals  who at first 

Charity in aCtion

Gregorio, Noronha and Novencia
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independently, and later together, 
founded institutions for this 
purpose world wide. 

It all began in England after 
WWII, and later  spread into 
many other countries, at one time 
numbering more than 350 Homes.

Both Cheshire and Ryder were 
regarded as heroes:  she for her 
work, beginning as a teenager in 
Special Operations in wartime 
England, and after WWII in Poland, 
and he – Leonard Cheshire V.C. 
– was  one of the most celebrated 
(and decorated) of British 
servicemen. He was leader of the 
famous 617 Squadron (Dambusters, 
Pathfinders etc). 

Cheshire died in 1992, and Sue 
Ryder in 2001. Their enthusiasm 
lives on in those they inspired.

The alliance  between the Royal 
Airforce  and the RAAF was forged  
during WWII, though  when I first 
heard Leonard Cheshire speak 
in the early 60s, the topic was 
not about our history. Cheshire’s 
compassion, ambitious  plans and 
ideas for the relief of suffering 
made a profound  impression on 
me, and on all who heard him. 

I was quite overwhelmed by 
his faith and dedication, and 
noted that he was not remotely 
interested in talking about his 
wartime achievements. When asked 
what motivated him, he made an 
interesting point. It wasn’t, as has 
often been suggested, post-war 
regrets or guilt. It was the Gospel, 
which he rediscovered during a 
serious post-war illness. Quite 
independently Leonard Cheshire 
and Sue Ryder found their seperate 
ways into the Catholic Church. 
They married in 1959.

As a seminarian, and later as a 
young priest I supported Ryder-
Cheshire, and encouraged others 
to do so. The opportunities 
improved significantly when I was 
appointed Chaplain to the RAAF 
Specialist Reserve.  I had a ready-
made audience as, for most RAAF 
personnel, the name Cheshire VC, 
rang a loud and familiar bell.

It happened that my favourite 
subject also appealed to the 

Commanding Officer of the unit 
where I worked – Air Commodore 
Peter Newton AO.  When he retired 
after thirty-seven years in the RAAF, 
he became National President of 
Ryder-Cheshire Australia. He was 
going to need all the administrative 
skills that he brought with him. 
Appalled by the situation in East 
Timor, Peter looked for ways Ryder-
Cheshire could help relieve the 
suffering.

After twenty-four brutal years 
ruling East Timor (and after up to 
200,000 deaths), the Indonesian 
Government reluctantly agreed to 
a Referendum on Independence for 
the East Timorese.  Overwhelmingly 
the locals chose Independence, 
and paid a very high price for so 
doing. A local anti-independence 
Militia, supported and equipped by 
Indonesia, launched a campaign of 
murder, rape, and plunder. Up to 
eighty per cent of buildings were 
burnt or destroyed. 

Australian forces, part of an 
International force (INTERFET) 
led by General (now Sir Peter) 
Cosgrove,  did eventually restore 
order, but Dili (pop.190,000) and 
its environs was a smouldering 
mess.

Many sites were considered  and  
eventually a severely damaged, but 
still somehow functioning home for 
the disabled was offered to RCA. It 
came as a package deal, with staff, 
about twenty inmates and eighteen 
buildings, all of which had been 
stripped of fittings and vandalised.

That this shambles could ever 
have been made into the wonderful 
facility it has become, is a triumph; 
a tribute to Peter Newton, his 
helpers and donors, and the series 
of tradesmen-visits organised by 

ever  helpful Rotary. 
In a little over twelve months 

Klibur Domin opened for business 
in September 2000.

Flourishing with its Indigenous 
staff of about 40, Klibur Domin is 
run economically and efficiently. 
Some young residents (with 
manageable disabilities) live in 
the Respite Centre and attend the 
local school run by Franscican nuns. 
People come and live-in for Rehab 
and TB follow-up. The mobile 
units visit remote areas regularly to 
diagnose and treat patients. Some 
of the older cottages are being 
rebuilt, locals in need of dialysis are 
regularly transported to Dili, and a 
dental unit is in the planning stages.

For years when fundraising, I 
have been able to emphasise some 
issues that meet with universal 
approval:  Ryder-Cheshire has no 
paid executives or staff, no travel, 
or other  allowances, no costly 
advertising. Highly capable people 
do the managing, and when they 
visit East Timor, they pay their own 
way. Volunteers, some of whom 
spend up to two years in East 
Timor, do so gratis. 

All money raised goes where 
the donors want it to go, for the 
relief of suffering. Every time, 
without exception, when I appeal 
for financial support,  donors say 
that they are motivated by seeing a 
worthy cause to which all funds go, 
and by seeing their money at work 
by follow-up information from RCA

The Ryder-Cheshire Foundation 
is a comparatively small Charity. 
Its members know each other, and 
the quality of its volunteers gives 
it a family like character. It reflects 
the small is beautiful ideals of 
Fritz Schumacher’s book: Small is 
Beautiful: A Study of Economics as if 
People mattered.

Like all good charities, we are 
always looking for supporters, 
donors, and volunteers.

Fr Ted Burns is a retired priest of the Melbourne 
Archdiocese. The Ryder-Cheshire Foundation 
can be reached by interested readers, prospec-
tive donors and volunteers, at 50 Myrtle Grove 
Blackburn / Victoria 3130. Phone: (03) 98943191



AGEING
 

LEGS?  A trifle wonky,
Arthritis in the hand,
The need for things to come together

Every time I stand.
 
The eyes are often watery,
The back aches quite a lot
And chores that had priority
Are sometimes done – or not.
 
The pace of walk is slower
And sometimes no straight line,
Slight veers to left and then to right,
Other times it’s fine.
 
A walking stick had been adopted,
It keeps the balance true.
A fall would mean disaster
And bruises black and blue.
 
My brain is feeling sleepier
And forgets what’s in my head
But later it redeems itself
At 3 a.m. in bed.
 
I find I think of younger days
When I was hale and hearty,
But now it’s bed much earlier.
I’ve lost the urge to party.
 
But all these things are natural,
For my body’s served me well
And all that I can hope for now
Is Heaven, and definitely not Hell.

– Valerie David, Jannali, NSW
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In 1535, Henry VIII — who had himself been an enthusiastic pilgrim at Walsingham 
only a few years earlier — crushed the shrine, along with all the abbeys and 

monasteries of the country, as part of his savage break with the Catholic Church in 
pursuit of his decision to abandon Queen Catherine and marry Anne Boleyn.

CATHOLIC HISTORY BEING 
MADE IN ENGLAND

By Joanna Bogle

S  T H E  N E W 
YEAR dawned , 
news of impor-
t a n c e  r e a c h e d 
Catholic circles 
in England and 
abroad: Latin 

vespers were to take place at 
Hampton Court, Henry VIII’s 
palace; and the Marian shrine 
at Walsingham had been 
declared a minor basilica by 
Pope Francis.

Hampton Court Palace 
stands by the Thames, about 
half an hour’s train ride from 
London, although it is more 
agreeably reached by boat; 
and all the summer through 
tourists make the trip on 
large pleasure boats from 
Westminster.

It has seen much history. 
On Feb. 9, it saw more. For 
the first time since Henry 
VIII broke with the Catholic 
Church in the 16th century, 
Catholic vespers were sung, in 
Latin, in the palace chapel.

Cardinal Vincent Nichols, 
archbishop of Westminster, and 
Dr. Richard Chartres, Anglican 
bishop of London, took  part 
in the service, and they had a 
public discussion beforehand 
about the role of Christianity 
and the crown in Britain. The 
palace lies in the Catholic 
Diocese of Westminster and the 
Anglican Diocese of London.

Hampton Court was Henry VIII’s 
home; he took it from Cardinal 
Thomas Wolsey, his onetime faithful 
servant, and it was here that his only 
son, the boy-king Edward VI was 
born (by Henry’s third wife, Jane 

Seymour, who died in childbirth). 
The palace is in a beautiful setting, 
and it is famous for its maze and 
for its magnificent state apartments. 
But its history has not been a happy 
one, as it was here that the first 

discussions were held when 
Henry sought to abandon 
his wife, Queen Catherine, 
and embark on what was to 
become a series of marriages 
(six in all) that would make 
him notorious in history.

The Latin vespers 
emphasised a message of 
goodwill and reconciliation. 
In recent decades, Britain has 
seen two successful papal visits 
— something that would have 
seemed completely impossible 
even as late as the 1950s. 

The state visit of Pope 
Benedict XVI was particularly 
remarkable, as it was preceded 
by a widespread media 
campaign against him. But 
from the moment of his 
arrival, his courtesy, warmth 
and quiet friendliness made a 
positive impact — and by the 
time he left he had become 
something of a popular hero, 
with Prime Minister David 
Cameron telling him, ‘You 
have spoken to a nation with 
six million Catholics, but you 
have been heard by a nation 
of sixty million people,’ in what 
he described as ‘an incredibly 
moving four days.’ 

SignS of hope

From 1061 until 1535 Walsingham was the Lourdes of its 
day, with vast crowds surging there from across Europe, and 
many cures and miracles reported. The statue represented 

here is a replica of the statue destroyed by Henry.
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In 2014, Queen Elizabeth 
II visited Pope Francis at the 
Vatican, and he gave her a special 
commemorative cross for little 
Prince George, the fourth in line to 
the throne.

Ecumenical discussions between 
the Catholic Church and the 
Church of England ran into the 
ground following the 1992 Anglican 
decision to ordain women priests, 
and there is now no possibility of 
any formal unity. 

Anglicans who wish to enter into 
full communion with the Catholic 
Church while retaining some of 
their own traditions have done so 
through the Personal Ordinariate of 
Our Lady of Walsingham. Beyond 
this, the emphasis has simply to be 
on friendship, Christian witness and 
mutual courtesy.

The vespers at Hampton Court 
were in its historic chapel — 
dedicated to St. John the Baptist — 
with music from two professional 
groups, the Genesis Foundation and 
the Choral Foundation. It was an 
evening of prayer and music, aimed 
at ecumenical goodwill in a world 
full of new challenges.

Walsingham Basilica:  
‘Sign of Hope’

Something big is happening in 
Walsingham. This small village in 
Norfolk, six miles from England’s 
eastern coast, has long had a special 
significance in the spiritual story of 
the nation. Now, a new chapter has 
been added.

Pope Francis has declared 
Walsingham a minor basilica.  It 
was a dramatic scene, as Bishop 
Alan Hopes of East Anglia made the 
announcement at Mass on the feast 
of the Holy Family in Walsingham, 
reading aloud a Latin document 
from Rome.

Applause broke out as, with a 
sweep of his arms, he included the 
large modern church, the domain 
with its Stations of the Cross and 
the medieval Slipper Chapel, and 
announced, ‘All of this is now a 
minor basilica!’

The rector, Msgr. John Armitage, 
said that this wonderful news was a 

tribute to all the people who have 
worked and prayed at Walsingham 
over the years, as well as the pilgrims 
who have come in large numbers 
from across Britain. ‘It represents so 
much of what has been happening 
in the shrine for so long,’ Msgr. 
Armitage said. ‘It’s a recognition by 
the Holy Father of the long history 
of this shrine. This is a rare privilege, 
and it says so much for Walsingham 
and for the great heart and witness 
of so many people. This is about 
history, and faith, and everything 
that makes up Walsingham.’

To understand the importance of 

this event, it is necessary to see it in 
the light of 1,000 years of history. 

It was in the eleventh century, 
when the Holy Land was largely in 
Muslim hands, that the Saxon lady 
of the Manor of Walsingham had 
a vision, in which Mary indicated 
that a replica of the Holy House 
of Nazareth be built in this place. 
Nazareth was inaccessible to 
pilgrims because of the fighting and 
the dangers there, so pilgrims could 
go instead to Walsingham. And 
over the next centuries, they did 
so, in huge numbers — Walsingham 
was the Lourdes of its day, with 
vast crowds surging there from 
across Europe, and many cures and 
miracles reported.

That all ended in 1535, when 
Henry VIII — who had himself 
been an enthusiastic pilgrim at 
Walsingham only a few years earlier 
— crushed the shrine, along with all 
the abbeys and monasteries of the 
country, as part of his savage break 
with the Catholic Church in pursuit 
of his decision to abandon Queen 
Catherine and marry Anne Boleyn. 
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For years, the shrine was 
abandoned and in ruins — until 
at the end of the 19th century 
and beginning of the 20th it was 
revived, partly through the efforts 
of the local Anglican vicar, who 
established a shrine in the village, 
and partly through Catholics, who 
obtained the old Slipper Chapel 
and built a shrine there.

Every summer, large pilgrim 
groups arrive at the Catholic shrine, 
and adjoining fields are filled 
with people camping: the National 
Association of Catholic Families, 
the youth movement Youth 2000, 
the big gathering ‘New Dawn in 
the Church’ and more. Processions 
weave their way down the lane 
— the ‘Holy Mile’ — singing and 
praying the Rosary, to the ruined 
priory in the village, where Mass is 
said on the wide lawns.

‘None of us was aware of 
this new development until the 
bishop made the announcement 
at Mass’ said Sister Jane Louise 
of the Sisters of Our Lady of 
Reconciliation, who leads youth 
and educational work at the shrine. 
‘We’ve all been getting rather 
emotional about it because it is 
such a great sign of hope for the 
future, for the faith in this country. 

‘We think that Our Lady is calling 
people back to this shrine, and 
now Pope Francis has given this 
great recognition. We are all hugely 
looking forward to this coming 
pilgrimage season.’

The Sisters of Reconciliation 
are former Anglican sisters who 
came into full communion with 
the Catholic Church through 
the formation of the Personal 
Ordinariate of Our Lady of 
Walsingham by Pope Benedict 
XVI in 2010; Bishop Hopes is 
also himself a former Anglican — 
Christian reconciliation as work 
with the help of Providence.

Joanna Bogle is an author, journalist and lecturer 
who writes for various newspapers in Britain, 
America and Australia. Her books include a 
number of historical biographies including one of 
Australian heroine Caroline Chisholm. She also 
writes children’s fiction under the pen-name Julia 
Blythe. Her husband, Jamie, is a lawyer and they 
live in London.

Please assist us by introducing Annals to relatives and friends. 
We need your support and we need new subscribers. 

Annals has the answer! Try it.

DONATIONS RECEIVED
FROM 03-02-2016 to 08-02-2016
Our sincerest thanks to the many subscribers to  

Annals Australia, who very generously send a small donation 
along with their annual renewal – this assists in defraying the 

heavy costs incurred in producing our magazine.

– Editor, Annals

2453 SR MARY BALDWIN 14
3067 GOOD SHEPHERD PROVINCIALATE 3
2077 L J DE SOUZA 43
2097 ERIC & ROSEMARY MCKINNON 34
2112 MARGARET GAMBLEY 100
2500 MR B J & MRS M T TRUDGETT 24
3103 REV FR LEO GRIFFIN 28
2261 JOHN VERHOEVEN 24
810 ANNE DAVEY 14
1660 MR PAUL G CASHMAN 17
4350 MRS ELIZABETH ANDERSON 27
3132 MRS C MAY 24
2178 MRS M SULENTIC 17
3162 MRS R MENDES 4
2463 MRS C M SCHERGER 18
     MISS JOAN BOWDEN 5
2135 MR JOSEPH AYOUB 100
3796 MR M J LEE 50
2125 R & M CHOONG 17
2066 MR L KIRKPATRICK 24
2031 HEATHER HARDY 100
2096 MR MICHAEL MCHUGH 30
3204 MRS CARMEL CLAIRE WILLIAMS 3
2323 MR & MRS ANTHONY SADLER 17
3189 K & F DYNON 20
2044 RAY SMITH 100
2010 MISS M DUNNE 33
2250 JOHN GOODWIN 34
4075 MRS NANCY GABAUER 5
2463 BRIAN JOHN EDWARDS 48
2233 F G BURGESS 10
2453 SR MARY BALDWIN 14
3067 GOOD SHEPHERD PROVINCIALATE 3
2077 L J DE SOUZA 43
2119 MR GERALD GOODEN 67
2611 MRS J BELTZ 17
3053 REV MICHAEL MORGAN 17
4122 MR A J MCDONALD 50
5680 MR M F COOK 17
6011 MISS R M SEAMAN 17

2126 MR & MRS T PHUNG 20
1710 MRS MARY WOODWARD 67
2193 MR LOUIS AZZOPARDI 17
2913 MR B C JOHNS 17
2594 MR & MRS P MULLANY 67
6103 MS Y RAYNEY 9.36
2114 MS PATRICIA BRODERICK 17
2001 DR KEITH SUTER 17
2027 J T DORAHY 67
2210 MRS MAREE ATKINS 17
2443 V DAVISON 100
2207 MISS A MACINANTE 17
2121 MR J M DAVOREN 17
2100 MRS MOIRA SPITERI 17
2101 MR JOHN DEVITT 17
2443 MR & MRS TERRY BOURKE 17
2114 MRS E SMAHLLHORN 34
2121 MR V J GWYNNE 67
3220 MR M S MCDONALD 27
2263 MR J L SWANSON 10
2101 MRS M CAPPETTA 14
2076 DR IAN EDMUNDS 50
2295 MRS P WALKER 17
4560 MR F M A DE WAARD 4
2119 RUDY & VONY HARYANTO 7
2111 MR F ALLSOPP 17
2154 R SMITH 7
2076 MR DAVID CHEE 67
4514 MICHAEL BYRNE 17
2614 DR PETER GIFFARD 24
2640 STEPHEN RIGBY 67
2641 DR PAUL & MRS PETA EVANS 17
3300 FR SUPERIOR  67
2580 MS M H MCGINITY 27
2036 MR W MCCRINDLE 17
3113 MR M C HARE 17
2614 MR & MRS J J MCKEOUGH 17
4350 MRS C MCAULIFFE 17
2086 MR FRANK DONAGHY 17

TOTAL: $2357.36



52014 5201422015 2201532014 32014

SEND GIFT TO            
[Please print]  

Name ________________________________

Address  _____________________________

_____________________________________

Postcode:_______  Phone: _______________

Email  ________________________________

DONOR
[[Please print]  

Name ________________________________

Address  _____________________________

  ____________________________________

Postcode:_______  Phone: _______________

Email  ________________________________

❏ Cheque/M.O. enclosed        ❏ Please debit my   ❏ Visa Card  ❏ Master Card 

Subscription Amount: $  ____________
Donation: $  ____________
TOTAL: $  ____________

   
 _  _  _ _  /  _  _  _ _  /  _  _  _ _  /  _  _  _ _

 Expiry Date: ......./......     Signature ..........................................................................................

Contact us: Annals Australasia: PO Box 13, Kensington, NSW 2033. 
Phone: 02-9662-7894; Fax: 02-9662-1910. Email: annalsaustralasia@gmail.com

Yes ! Please send ten issues of Annals Australasia for twelve 
months commencing now to the person listed below for 

$33 [normal rate] or $26 [pensioner]

Give a gift that will last a lifetime

ANNALS AUSTRALASIA  9  AUGUST 2016



ANNALS AUSTRALASIA  10  AUGUST 2016

In the event that dialogue with individual groups of Muslims were to become 
possible, the goal would have to be what used to be called an entente cordiale or 

‘amicable understanding’. We should be looking for a win-win solution that respects 
the positions of the interlocutors, and defuses religious grounds for conflict.

ISLAM, DIALOGUE AND PEACE
By Paul Stenhouse, msc

N 1965, speaking of Muslims 
and Christians, the Fathers of 
the Second Vatican Council 
urged all ‘to forget the past 
and to work sincerely for 
mutual understanding; and, 
together, to preserve and 

to promote social justice and moral 
welfare, as well as peace and freedom, 
for the benefit of all mankind.’1 

In 2006, in the wake of 9/11 and 
the invasions of Afghanistan and 
Iraq by the U.S. and their allies, 
Pope Benedict XVI 
set the bar for a 
world confronted by 
Islamist terror when 
he reminded believers, 
as well as all people 
of good-will, that 
‘the only path that 
can lead to peace and 
fraternity is respect for 
the convictions and 
religious practices of 
others’.2 

The Holy Father 
called for ‘dialogue’ 
on religious issues, 
and reminded 
Catholics ‘to open 
their arms and hearts 
to everyone, whatever 
their country of origin, leaving the 
task for the formulation of suitable 
laws for the promotion of a healthy 
society to the appropriate secular 
authorities.’3

Almost 800 years after 
Muhammad’s death the traditional 
attitude of ‘orthodox’ Muslims to 
dialogue with non-Muslims – based 

on the teaching of the Qur’an and 
the Hadith – was uncompromisingly 
summed-up by the fourteenth century 
Tunisian historiographer Ibn Khaldun 
[ad 1332-1406] as follows: 

‘To discuss or argue … with 
them [Christians] is not up to us. 
It is for them to choose between 
conversion to Islam, payment of the 
poll tax, or death.’4

Reading this stark declaration, one 
is reminded of the challenge thrown 
down, almost eight-hundred years 
before, by the Muslim envoys sent 

by ‘Umar the second Caliph, to the 
Persians in ad 636. It contained the 
same options quoted by Ibn Khaldun: 
Embrace Islam, or pay the jizya or 
poll tax, or fight and be killed.5 

‘We call upon you to embrace 
Islam and to accept its authority. If 
you agree, we shall leave you alone; 
we shall return [to our country] and 

leave with you the Book of God. 
If you refuse, the only permissible 
thing for us to do is to en gage you in 
battle unless you ransom yourselves 
by paying the poll tax. If you pay 
this, well and good; if not, then God 
has already bequeathed to us your 
country, your sons, and your property. 
Heed, therefore, our advice. By God, 
we prefer your conversion to Islam 
to taking your spoils, but we would 
rather fight you than make peace with 
you.6 

The Persian General Rustum 
who was to be killed in 
the subsequent battle of 
Qadisiyyah, responded 
to the ‘invitation’ [da‘wa] 
extended by the envoys, 
with an offer of peace and 
friendship:

‘We did not treat you 
badly nor did we stop 
sharing our wealth with 
you [a reference to the 
Arab tribes that had been 
allies of the Persians 
against the Byzantines]. 
Time and again you were 
forced out of your country 
[and into ours] by drought 
and we used to provide 
you with supplies and send 
you back home. You used 
to come to us as labourers 

and merchants and we treated you 
well. After you partook of our 
food, drank our drink and rested 
in our shade you described this in 
favourable terms to your people, 
invited them to come and brought 
them to us. … I know that only 
greed, covetousness and privation 
have caused you to do this. Go 
back this year, supply yourselves 

Working for peaCe

ISIS: ‘We will never stop hating you until you embrace Islam’
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with provisions and you can return 
whenever you are in need, for I have 
no desire to kill you.’7

The spoils, however, were too 
enticing, and ‘Umar knew that the 
Persians did not have the heart for a 
fight. Why should he make peace with 
them, when they were afraid of him? 
And anyway, the response had already 
been given by the envoys: ‘[W]e 
would rather fight you than make peace 
with you’.8 

Seemingly oblivious of the above, 
Pope Francis has taken at their 
face value statements by Muslim 
spokesmen who claim that the very 
word ‘Islam’ means ‘peace,’ and 
declared that non-Muslims should not 
‘identify Islam with violence’.

The Pope’s insistence that ‘it is 
not true to say that Islam is violent,’ 
was bluntly denied a few days ago by 
ISIS, the most bloodthirsty and brutal, 
and also the most media savvy of the 
Islamic fighters, in a recent issue of 
a propaganda magazine published by 
the self-styled Islamic State. 

 In an article entitled ‘By the 
Sword,’ ISIS mocked Pope Francis 
for being naive in clinging to the 
conviction that Muslims want 
peace. ‘The command is clear,’ the 
anonymous author wrote, ‘Kill the 
disbelievers. As Allah said, “then kill 
the polytheists wherever you find 
them”. ‘

‘The gist of the matter,’ ISIS 
insisted ‘is that there is indeed a 
rhyme [sic!] to our terrorism, warfare, 
ruthlessness, and brutality,’ and added 
later in the article ‘we will never stop 
hating you until you embrace Islam.’

‘This is a divinely-warranted war,’ 
the unknown author went on – as 
uncompromisingly as Ibn Khaldun 
six hundred years ago – ‘between 
the Muslim nation and the nations of 
disbelief.’9 

Under the circumstances, one could 
be forgiven for abandoning all hope of 
dialogue with Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi 
the so-called Caliph of the self-styled 
Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant 
[=Lebanon, Syria, Israel and Jordan] 
and his impressionable gang of 
masked and cowardly butchers. 

And yet these misguided fanatics 
are the very ones most in need of 

the enlightenment and freedom that 
genuine, open dialogue could provide.

For ISIS also read Boko Haram, 
al-Shebab, al-Qa‘eda, the al-Nusra 
Front, the Islamic Front, Harakat 
Ahrar al-Sham al-Islamiya, Jaish 
al-Islam and the myriad Salafist 
offshoots that make up the estimated 
100,000 rebel groups allegedly 
fighting to ‘liberate’ Syria from the 
‘oppressive’ government of Bashar 
al-Assad.

Hydra-like, ISIS has no shortage 
of recruits anxious to replace naïve 
and brain-washed mujahidun who 
are killed. It is estimated that there 
are still as many ISIS fighters in Iraq 
and Syria, as there were when US 
airstrikes began in August 2014.10 

As the sad list of suicide bombers 
grows, it is clear that death is a 
desideratum for the fanatical Islamists, 
especially the deaths of fellow 
Muslims who refuse to be bullied 
into joining the cycle of violence and 
brutality preached by ISIS and its ilk, 
along with the deaths of non-Muslims 
who are perceived as ‘God’s enemies’. 

‘Death,’ we read in the Taj al-Arūs, 
one of the most cited dictionaries of 
Classical Arabic, ‘is a boon to the 
believer’.11

But what are the obstacles in the 
way of dialogue with the rest of the 
Islamic world?

Dialogue by its very nature implies 
negotiation, and this is turn requires 
that some recognizable authority be 
vested in the negotiators for all parties.

The first obstacle is the fact that no 
one person has authority to speak on 
behalf of all Muslims.  Not even on 
behalf of all Muslims of a particular 
region, or sect.

A second obstacle is the fact that 
for most Muslims the suras or chapters 
of the Qur’an are believed to contain 
ipsissima verba, ‘the very words’ of 
God. So the only outcome possible, 
were religious dialogue to take place, 
would be submission of non-Muslims 
to the teachings of the Qur’an and the 
authority of the Sunna or Hadith. 

Further obstacles arise when it 
comes to interpreting the Shari‘a 
[Qur’an, Hadith etc] and evaluating 
Islamic teaching down to the 
present. There are five major Sunni 
‘theological’ schools: the Maliki, 
Hanafi, Shafi’i, Hanbali and Zahiri; 
and two Shi‘a Schools, the Ja’afari and 
Zaidi.

Whether the subject be tolerance, 
predestination, fate, usury, violence, 

Tablighi Jamaat

EVERY AUTUMN, over a million almost identically dressed, bearded 
Muslim men from around the world descend on the small Pakistani 

town of Raiwind, for a three-day celebration of faith. Similar gatherings 
take place annually outside of Dhaka, Bangladesh, and Bhopal, India. 
These pilgrims are no ordinary Muslims, though; they belong to a 
movement called Tablighi Jamaat (‘Proselytizing Group’). They are trained 
missionaries who have dedicated much of their lives to spreading Islam 
across the globe. The largest group of religious proselytizers of any faith, 
they are part of the reason for the explosive growth of Islamic religious 
fervor and conversion. … From its inception, the extremist attitudes 
that characterize Deobandism permeated Tablighi philosophy. Ilyas’s 
followers were intolerant of other Muslims and especially Shi’ites, let alone 
adherents of other faiths … The West’s misreading of Tablighi Jamaat 
actions and motives has serious implications for the war on terrorism. 
Tablighi Jamaat has always adopted an extreme interpretation of Sunni 
Islam, but in the past two decades, it has radicalized to the point where it 
is now a driving force of Islamic extremism and a major recruiting agency 
for terrorist causes worldwide. For a majority of young Muslim extremists, 
joining Tablighi Jamaat is the first step on the road to extremism. Perhaps 
80 percent of the Islamist extremists in France come from Tablighi 
ranks, prompting French intelligence officers to call Tablighi Jamaat the 
‘antechamber of fundamentalism.’ 

Alex Alexiev, ‘Tablighi Jamaat: Jihad’s Stealthy Legions,’ Middle East Quarterly, Winter 2005.
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‘democratic’ and capitalist West. 
This is a dangerous delusion. Islam 
is a religio-political system that has 
available to it - in its Shari’a and its 
history - all the mechanisms it needs 
to confront a secular and defiantly 
de-Christianised West; it is already 
doing so. 

Its first confrontation was with 
the military institutions of the West 
– the Byzantine Empire in whose 
territory it was born; and the military 
institutions of the East – the Persian 
Empire, which was the first neighbour 
it attacked. Byzantine Syria and 
Sassanian Persia were its first religio/
political prizes.

If dialogue is to be meaningful, 
it must be made clear to all the 
participants that this entente cordiale 
is a short-circuit, an escape valve, that 
can make coexistence between Islam 
and non-Muslims possible: if they do 
not see it in this light, then dialogue 
should be called off. It will be 
counter-productive and serve only to 
empower and encourage the Jihadists.

Dialogue, of course, must flow 
both ways: otherwise it is fruitless 
monologue. It can be facilitated 
only if issues perceived as key by 
both sides are put on the table for 
discussion and discussed frankly and 
openly. 

What follow are some of the key 
issues concerning Catholicism that 
are frequently misunderstood by 
fundamentalist Muslims. 

 [a] Idolatry. Catholics are not 
idolators. They believe in one God 
only. (Here one would have to 
discuss the Trinity, the Incarnation 
etc). Catholics are not the  mushrīkūn 
(polytheists) of the Qur’an. 

[b] Hypocrisy. Catholics are not 
natural enemies of Muslims; they are 
not the munāfīkūn [hypocrites] of the 
Quran; 

[c] Infidelity.  Catholics are not 
infidels; they are not the kāfīrūn 
[infidels] of the Qur’an. 

[d] Conscience. Catholics are 
obliged by their religion to respect 
freedom of conscience. This means 
that while they deny that Muhammad 
is a Prophet and do not accept that the 
Quran as God’s word, the corollary of 
this does not mean that they despise 

counter-productive military scenarios 
proposed by the US and its allies in its 
‘war on terror’ -  is a recognition that 
religious differences exist; and agree 
to live peaceably with them. 

Political differences will have to 
be left for a further dialogue - though 
it must be stressed that the Islamist 
protagonists on any hypothetical 
future occasion will probably be the 
same individuals whom we met in 
the religious dialogue; and the key 
social and political differences will 
inevitably merge with religious ones. 

In Islam, the political issues have 
a religious base. Just as the religious 
issues have a social and political base.

We have arrived at the nub of 
the problem. Islam is not simply 
a religious system: it is a political 
system with a religious face. This 
confuses the secular West which 
is unwilling to admit that Islamic 
religio-political teachings need to be 
confronted, because it underestimates 
Islam’s multi-faceted hold on its 
followers: it thinks Islam is another 
kind of Middle Eastern religion 
similar to reformed Christian 
Churches ‘by Law established’ which 
since the sixteenth century have been 
‘managed’ by exploitative Western 
states. 

The secular West is complicit 
in the deaths of many thousands 
of innocent Christians and other 
minorities. It blames Christianity for 
inflaming Islam against the self-styled 

mercy, slavery, lying, jihad, education, 
suicide, democracy, prayer, marriage, 
freedom of religion, womens’ status 
and the wearing of the veil, there 
is a variety of often contradictory 
and divergent views to be found in 
Qur‘anic and Hadith verses, and in the 
interpretation offered by followers of 
the various schools. 

In all the above, major differences 
exist between official Catholic 
Church teaching, and Islamic Law. It 
is important for Catholics who, out 
of a laudable charity, seek the good 
in Islam, and its apparent points of 
contact with Christian doctrine, not 
to succumb to the temptation to gloss 
over the differences between the 
ancient Catholic faith and seventh 
century ad Islam. They are deep 
seated, and far reaching. They should 
not be underestimated. 

In the event that dialogue with 
individual groups of Muslims were to 
become possible, the goal would have 
to be what used to be called an entente 
cordiale or ‘amicable understanding’. 
We should be looking for a win-win 
solution that respects the positions of 
the interlocutors, and defuses religious 
grounds for conflict.

In any discussion, non-Muslims 
must have an agreed-upon unified 
position. And we must realise that 
there is no single Muslim view on 
Islam or on non-Muslims.

The most we can hope for – setting 
aside the impossibly inadequate and 

Selective Respect

BRITISH MIDLAND International has banned flight crews from 
wearing crucifixes or St Christopher or other medals on flights 

to Saudi Arabia in case they offend Muslims. Stewardesses must 
also walk two paces behind male colleagues, have been forbidden 
to take bibles or cuddly toys and must wear the abaya when they 
arrive in Saudi Arabia. Saudi Arabia requires women to wear a 
headscarf and the voluminous kaftan that covers them from head 
to foot called the abaya, in public; the niqab [or face covering] is 
optional. Abaya-wearing is enforced by the religious police, the 
mutawin. There are no Christian churches permitted in Saudi 
Arabia; Christian vestments, religious articles or books are banned. 
British Midland rep Phil Shepherd said, ‘… we have an obligation 
to respect the customs of the destination country.’  

– The London Sunday Mirror, January 8, 2006.
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or lack respect for those who believe 
otherwise. 

[e] Religion and the State. 
Catholics accept that religion plays a 
vital role in human existence, but they 
keep the two cities, God’s and Man’s 
[St Augustine] separate. In principle 
they separate religion and the state, 
religion and politics. 

[f] Forced Conversion. Catholics 
do not accept conversion by force. 

[g] Reason. Catholics accept a 
role for reason in religion (common 
ground with Shi’ites). 

[h] Private interpretation of the 
Bible. Catholics do not accept private 
interpretation of the Bible – Ijtihād – 
(common ground with Sunni). 

[i] Authority: Catholics have a 
central authority - the Papacy in 
Rome - the centre of Catholicism.

[j] Circumcision - Catholicism 
does not require circumcision of its 
followers. 

[k] Laws of uncleanness – 
regarding food, sexual relations, 
menstruation etc: these are viewed 
differently by Catholics for whom 
what comes from man’s heart makes 
his actions unclean. 

[l] Hierarchy – Catholicism, an 
historical, faith-based religion with a 
central authority, is not democratic; 
but it respects democracy in the 
political sphere.

These are some of the issues that 
need to be put on the table. As the 
ancient maxim from the Catholic 
Church’s Canon Law puts it: Audiatur 
altera pars –  ‘Let the other side be 
heard.’

1. Nostra Aetate, ¶3.
2. ‘Pope says Peace implies Respect for Religious Symbols, 

and condemns violence as a response to offenses,’  Zenit, 
20-2-2006.

3. ‘Open Arms to Muslim Immigrants,’ www.catholic.org/
international/international_story.php?id=19847

4. Ibn Khaldun, The Muqaddimah: an Introduction to 
History, by Franz Rosenthal, Bollingen Series xliii, 2nd 
printing 1980, 3 vols. Princeton University Press, vol.1, 
Chapter iii, Section 31, 421-422.

5. Al-Tabarī, State University of New York Press, 1992, vol. 
xii, The Battle of Al-Qadissiyyah and the Conquest of 
Syria and Palestine, p.74; Tarīkh Al-Tabarī, 2 vols.,  Dar 
Ibn Hazim, Beirut, Lebanon, vol. i, p.1027.

6. Al-Tabarī, ed. cit. vol xii, p.80;  Tarīkh al-Tabarī, ed.cit. 
vol. i, p.1029.

7. Al-Tabari, ed.cit. vol. xii,  pp.76-77.
8. Al-Tabarī, ed.cit. vol. xii, p.80;  Tarīkh al-Tabarī, ed.cit. 
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January 6, 2016.
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The fact that Jesus sang these psalms at the last supper – or the first Mass – is in itself a 
good enough reason for describing Him as the first great cantor of the Catholic Church.

SONG OF THE NAZARENE
[PART TWO]

By John Colborne-Veel

HE FIRST great 
c a n t o r  o f  t h e 
Universal Church 
was Jesus Christ 
H i m s e l f .  I t  i s 
possible to support 

their view, by relating 
Hebrew tradition to 
the Gospel narration of 
Christ’s public ministry. 

For example, if 
we combine Jewish 
tradition with gospel 
accounts of the last 
supper, our image 
of musical events 
that night will be 
considerably enhanced.

Both Matthew and 
Mark describe how:  
“After the psalms had 
been sung, they  [Jesus 
and his disciples] 
left for the Mount 
of Olives.”1  Hebrew 
tradition, identifies 
these psalms, and tells 
us how they were sung. 
It was customary to 
close the Passover meal 
with the Psalms of the 
Hallel, Ps.113 to Ps.118. 

Rabbi Akiba, a 
first century sage and 
witness to the service 
in Jerusalem’s Temple, 
insisted that adults 
sang the Hallel in the 
following form: 

The leader [at 
the last Supper this 
would have been 

Jesus] intoned the first half verse, 
whereupon the congregation [in 
this instance, Jesus’s disciples] 
repeated it. Then [Jesus] would 
have sung each succeeding half-line, 
the congregation always repeating 

the same first half-line which thus 
became a refrain throughout the 
entire song.2   

The fact that Jesus sang these 
psalms at the last supper – or 
the first Mass – is in itself a good 

enough reason for 
describing Him as the 
first great cantor of the 
Catholic Church. 

Which psalms 
were sung and how 
they were sung 
was probably too 
obvious for the New 
Testament’s writers 
to comment on; for 
having been raised as 
Hebrews, they knew 
only too well what 
was sung at a Passover 
meal. 

If Jesus had not 
conformed with 
Hebrew tradition 
when he sang the 
Hallel, it would almost 
certainly been noted 
in the scriptures; 
he was after all, the 
leader of what at that 
time could only be 
described as a Hebrew 
sect. 

This raises a 
question: what else 
was too obvious to 
mention in the gospel 
accounts of the life of 
Jesus?

Luke 4. 16-20 is 
set in the Synagogue 
at Nazareth at the 

CatholiC WorShip

King David, from the Westminster Psalter, British Library, MS Royal 2 A 
XXII, is an English illuminated Book of Psalms from  about 1200
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beginning of Christ’s Galilean 
ministry. Consider the following 
reconstruction of what occurred:

They handed Jesus the scroll. 
Unrolling it at these words in the 
book of Isaiah, he sang:

The spirit of the Lord is on me,
for he has anointed me
to bring the good news to the 
afflicted.

He has sent me to proclaim 
liberty to captives,

sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free,
to proclaim a year of favour 
from the Lord.3   

He then sat down and while all 
eyes were upon him, and  said:

This text is being fulfilled today 
even while you are listening’.

The above interpretation of Luke 
4.16-20 is plausible because it was 
a well-established custom in the 
Synagogue to sing the prose books 
of the Bible.

Cantillation, or singing the 
scriptures, had been a part of 
Hebrew culture long before the 
time of Jesus. 

Macmillan’s Encyclopaedia 
of Religion finds evidence of 
cantillation as early as the fifth 
century Bc,  when “Ezra the scribe 
chanted from the law in the 
Jerusalem Temple twice a week 
on market days to all the people 
assembled there.” 

For at least a thousand years, 
from the fifth century Bc to the 
fifth century ad, cantillation was 
used for scriptural readings in the 
Synagogue and for much of this 
time it was considered an essential 
part of the service.

Professor A.Z. Idelsohn, quotes 
the Talmud from the first century ad 
as saying:

“The Bible should be read in 
public and made understood by 
the hearers in a musical, sweet 
tune. And he who reads the 
Pentateuch without tune shows 
disregard for it and the vital value 
of its laws. A deep understanding 
can be achieved only by singing 
the Torah, and whoever intones 
the Holy Scriptures in a manner 

of secular song abuses the Torah.”4    
The following books of the Bible 

were sung in the Synagogue: The 
five books of the Pentateuch; The 
Prophets; Esther; Lamentations; 
Ruth; Ecclesiastes; Song of Songs; 
Psalms; and in some communities, 
Job. Proverbs, Ezra, Nehemiah 
and Chronicles have no tunes 
because they were not sung in the 
Synagogue.5   

All of the books that were read 
in public were assigned specific 
tunes, most being of a highly 
decorative Oriental character. 
The rhythm of these traditional 
melodies was free - in other words 
the metre of the prose would 
dictate the rhythm of the tune. 

The following system of modes 
or scales was employed; each was 
thought to express a specific mood 
and therefore only used for suitable 
occasions:

The mode of the Pentateuch 
consisted of two four-note scales 
(tetrachords) e-f-g-a and b-c-d-e. 

The mode of the Prophets 
utilised the tetrachords d-e-f-g and 
a-b-c-d. 

The mode of Job consisted of the 
notes f-g-a-bflat. In the Synagogue 
the mode of Job was considered 
to have, “a serious and meditative 
complexion”. Oriental musicians 
throughout the ages seem to have 
had a special regard for the various 
modes’ spiritual attributes. For 
example, according to much later 
Arabic tradition, ‘whenever this 
mode [they called it Rehaw] was 
sung, the angels as well as the 
Devils gathered to listen, because it 
influenced the good as well as the 
evil spirits.’6   

The modes of the Pentateuch, the 
Prophets, and Job, together with 
their inversions were the only scales 
used for musical settings of the 
bible’s prose books. The songs that 
were used in the Temple by Hebrews 
for singing the Holy Scriptures 
were never harmonised they were 
either sung solo or in unison as was 
customary at the time.7  

Based on the above, it is possible 
to surmise that, when Jesus sang 
from the book of Isaiah in Nazareth’s 

When Christendom  
was Catholic

IT IS BY no means easy for even impartial men to arrive at clear 
and accurate knowledge of the social and mental conditions 

of peoples and classes living under different conditions from 
themselves.  … In truth, the judgments which men form are to a 
large extent subjective, and are determined not merely by evidence 
which may be the same for all, but by training, inclination, prejudice, 
sometimes even by he redity. In religious matters an impartial 
critic is the exception. … it may be assumed as fairly certain that 
a Protestant writer dealing with the Dark Ages – a period when 
Christendom was Catholic – will have a tendency to deal out 
something less than justice. Even if he be fair-minded – and many 
ultra-Protestant writers are not – there is the danger of what may 
be called involuntary bias. For most men unconsciously set up their 
own standards of happiness and enlightenment as the test by which 
others are to be judged. Rich men, as a class, take it for granted 
that their less favoured fellow creatures are necessarily miserable. 
Poor men too com monly accept the deplorable fallacy that to be 
rich is to be happy. The man of the world regards monastic life as a 
species of voluntary penal servitude. The monk, too often, assumes 
that there is no real happiness or virtue outside the cloister. Each 
decides not solely according to the objective truth of the matter, but 
more or less conformably to his own mental sympathies and tastes.

– Frederick Stokes, Introduction, The Dark Ages by S.R. Maitland, John 
Hodges, London, 1890, p.v. Neither Stokes nor Maitland was Catholic.
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Synagogue, he used a beautiful, free 
flowing melody, based on the ‘Mode 
of the Prophets’. 

Idelsohn, thought that about 
eighty percent of all Jewish music, 
including folk-song, was based on 
the mode of the Prophets; also, 
that this mode expressed, what in 
Hebrew is called ‘the outpouring 
of the soul’.8  It would seem to be 
highly probable, that Jesus used the 
three modes outlined above, when 
he sang his teachings.9 

In regard to this, there were three 
recognised modal systems in the 
ancient Mediterranean world and 
each used a different scale as its 
tonal resource. 

The three systems were as follows: 
the diatonic, best described as using 
the white notes of a modern day 
piano – the basis of Gregorian chant; 
the enharmonic which made use of 
quartertones to enhance tones and 
semitones; and the chromatic which 
was based on the natural scale of the 
Aulos (a Greek pipe) c-c#-e-f. 

Christian theologians and 
musicians used only the diatonic 
modes. They considered the 
enharmonic and chromatic systems to 
be effeminate and associated them 
with every kind of depravity that 
secular society indulged in at that 
time.

John colBorne-Veel  was  a regular contributor 
to Annals until his death in 2013. For six years 
John was President of the Fellowship of Australian 
Composers.  He was a distinguished jazz musician, 
composer and librettist, and wrote Australia’s only 
jazz mass, St Mary - A Festival Mass with Jazz Soloists 
which was first played at the Church of Our Lady 
of the Sacred Heart in Randwick, NSW. This series 
of articles on the history of Catholic Music was his 
farewell gift to Annals.

1. Matthew  26,30; Mark 14,26 The New Jerusalem Bible, 
Standard Edition.

2. Ibid, see psalms 113-118 and footnotes.  See also  
Idelsohn, Jewish Music New York, Henry Holt & 
Company, 1929, p.20  and Rene Aigrain, Religious 
Music New York, J. Fisher Brothers, 1930,  p.10.

3. The New Jerusalem Bible
4. Idelsohn, op. cit.  p.35.
5. Ibid p.36.
6. Ibid p.57.
7. Oriental musicians would sometimes drop onto 

a fourth or fifth if the tune exceeded their range 
or would sing along in parallel seconds (or 
any other interval that took their fancy) but 
harmony as we know it was a later development. 
Bulgarian folk musicians to the present day outline 
sustained notes by singing a quarter of a tone above 
and below them –  creating a truly spectacular effect. 

8. Idelsohn,  op.cit. p. 50
9. I will write a separate article on this point for Annals 

JC-V. [John died before he had time to write this 
article for Annals. Ed.]
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The Europe from which Britain has just exited has by now reached a 
stage of chaos from which – in its present form – it seems sadly unlikely 

to emerge. The long-established academic, artistic and religious traditions 
which underwrote what we formerly thought of as Europe were utterly 

priceless and set standards of culture which may never be surpassed.

EXIT STAGE RIGHT
by Giles Auty

N RECENT editions of 
Annals  I  a t tempted to 
provide an insight into 
some of the major reasons 
why the Western world 
we inhabit today seems 
so utterly different in its 

fundamental nature from the 
Western world of fifty years ago.

To those who are too young to 
have known the latter in 
person, the most likely 
explanation for this must 
surely be that our world 
– together with those of 
us who now inhabit it 
– has ‘progressed’ very 
rapidly in technological 
and other ways since 
those distant-seeming 
days.

For instance, half a 
century ago, mobile 
phones, laptops and 
internet banking, say, 
were entirely unknown 
to us – but then so also was the 
widespread use of the highly 
dangerous drug ‘ice’.   Does that use 
of ‘ice’ and other drugs therefore 
represent some distinctively 
different but alternative kind of 
human ‘progress’?  Quite obviously 
there are some very major minuses 
as well as pluses among the 
umpteen ways in which Western 
society has changed.  In other 
words change in itself has never 
been any guarantee of anything for 
it is every bit as likely to be for the 
worse as for the better.

In my particular case one of 
the stranger memories I retain is 
of being shown a very early form 
of computer in England all of 45 
years ago.  The latter consisted 
of a number of grey metal boxes 
some of which were almost two 
metres in height.  The American 
salesman who showed me these, 
who was himself similarly tall 

and grey-looking, informed me 
proudly that what I was looking at 
‘would do away with the need for 
ninety secretaries’.  What effect the 
absence of the latter might have on 
our future employment market was 
probably beyond that salesman’s 
ability to imagine. 

Quite certainly ninety possibly 
vivacious secretaries seemed to me 
at that time to possess a bit more 
potential charm than a collection 
of huge, singularly inhumane 
metal boxes but I suspect such a 
sentiment would simply have struck 

the salesman proudly showing me 
this novel invention as culpably 
‘reactionary’ and ‘unprogressive’.  

I preface my thoughts about the 
recent departure of Britain from the 
European Union in the foregoing 
slightly unusual fashion simply to 
emphasise how very different the 
world seemed at the time when 
Britain joined what was at that 

time called the European 
Economic Community 
back in 1973.

The most dogged 
former opponent of 
Britain’s entry,  eminent 
French statesman Charles 
de Gaulle had died 
slightly more than two 
years earlier in November 
1970 and the door thus 
suddenly became open 
to Britain’s somewhat 
belated entry.

Initially Britain’s 
desire to sign up was 

surely driven more by economic 
considerations rather than by 
any sudden discovery of a more 
‘continental’ frame of mind.

Britain had recovered after 
the Second World War much 
more slowly than either France or 
Germany which were the dominant 
members of the EEC from that 
community’s outset, prompting the 
very common remark in Britain that 
‘although we won the war we seem 
to have lost the peace’.

It is extremely easy to forget 
now that Charles de Gaulle and 

Brexit and itS CauSeS
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the German chancellor Konrad 
Adenauer were closely united not 
just via their Catholic faith and 
belief in the vital importance of the 
family but also by a basic distrust of 
Britain and of that nation’s longer-
term motives.  Was it just possible 
that Britain might do some kind 
of a deal behind their backs with 
the Soviet Union or – much more 
probably  – succumb totally at some 
future time to American political, 
military and economic influences? 

 Adenauer himself saw the 
family – as opposed to the political 
party or some form or other of 
ideological program – not just as 
the basic building block of post-war 
German reconstruction but also as 
an essential bulwark against the 
ever-present threat of totalitarian 
political systems whether from the 
political Left or the Right.   In short 
for him, at least, Christian ethics were 
seen as the essential future basis of 
German communal life.

The founding members of the 
EEC which signed the Treaty 
of Rome in 1957 were France, 
Germany, Italy, Belgium, Holland 
and Luxembourg.  When her 
application to join was initially 
rejected Britain joined the EFTA 
instead – the European Free Trade 
Association – which was then 
composed of Sweden, Norway, 
Denmark, Switzerland, Austria and 
Portugal.

I mention these background 
details here in the belief that they 
were probably totally unknown to 
most of the young British people 
who were among the most angered 
by their country’s decision to 
quit the European Union.  Some 
of those have even suggested 
that the generally older and less 
educated folk who voted for Brexit 
ought to have been denied any 

right to vote and that a second 
referendum should have been 
called immediately simply because 
of the unsatisfactory nature – to 
their eyes – of the first.  Presumably 
the principles of democracy did 
not feature highly in those young 
people’s somewhat curious grasp of 
history.

In the many recent accounts I 
have read about so-called Brexit I 
have seen no mention whatsoever 
of Adenauer’s firm belief in the 
importance of Christian ethics as 
an absolutely vital future factor 
within the realms of national and 
international politics.  Indeed if 
Christianity is no longer deemed 
to play any particularly important 
role in our contemporary notions 
of virtue and of what might be 
best for humanity at large where 
precisely should we turn now to 
find an alternative ethical system of 
similar completeness? 

While pre-Christians in the 
Old Testament were encouraged 
to live by the light of ten 
commandments brought down 
to them from the mountain, the 
European Commission in Brussels 
has shown itself entirely capable 
now of issuing that number of 
commandments in a single week. 

Non-stop law-making has indeed 
been a very prominent feature of 
the EU.

However, as the stalwart 
journalist Peter Oborne remarked 
very pointedly in Britain’s The Daily 
Telegraph (14.11.2013): 

“In recent years Europe has 
fallen under the control of a new 
ruling class that has obtained 
powers it has no democratic right 
to exercise...Highly susceptible 
to lobby groups and large 
corporations, it is now out of 
the reach to political parties and 
national politicians.  This is far 
more dangerous than has yet 
been realised.  Again and again 
national leaders have found 
themselves accountable for 
decisions they haven’t made and 
can’t alter”.
If the whole great European 

enterprise had been limited largely 
to trade, I believe it would have 

Feast of one hundred and 
twenty Chinese Martyrs

THE  MARTYRS in this group, whose feast is kept on July 9,  died 
between 1648 and 1930. Most of them – eighty-seven – were born 

in China and were children, parents, catechists or labourers, ranging 
from nine years of age to seventy-two. This group includes four Chinese 
diocesan priests. The thirty-three foreign-born martyrs were mostly 
priests or women religious, especially from the Order of Preachers, the 
Paris Foreign Mission Society, the Friars Minor, Jesuits, Salesians and 
Franciscan Missionaries of Mary. Augustine Zhao Rong was a Chinese 
solider who accompanied Bishop John Gabriel Taurin Dufresse (Paris 
Foreign Mission Society) to his martyrdom in Beijing. Augustine was 
baptized and, not long afterwards, was ordained as a diocesan priest. 
He was martyred in 1815. Beatified in groups at various times since 
1648, these one hundred and twenty martyrs were canonized by Pope 
John Paul II in Rome on October 1, 2000.

Arab Science 

BY THE death of Alfonso 
X of Castile [1221-1284] 

surnamed The Wise,  Arab 
civilisation and science – 
dominated from that time on 
by Islamic orthodoxy – rapidly 
devolved into an unstoppable 
decadence. True – one could 
still find occasional names 
worthy of mention but from 
that time on Arab science 
had only a very indirect 
relationship with general 
history. … our historians of 
Arab science have a long way 
to go before they arrive at a 
sufficiently acceptable level of 
knowledge that is comparable, 
for example, to what we have 
actually attained of classic 
Graeco-Roman antiquity.
– Aldo Mieli, La Science Arab et son rôle 

dans l’évolution scientifique mondiale, 
Leiden, E.J.Brill, 1966, pp.246-7.
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day world whose origins are often 
deeply mysterious and difficult to 
trace yet which must, of course, 
have originated somewhere.  

Do these stem perhaps from 
pressure groups which are financed 
by ultra-rich corporations or even 
by singularly wealthy individuals?  
I am very far from a conspiracy 
theorist yet have certain knowledge 
of some very strange organisations 
indeed which we are never likely 
to encounter knowingly in the 
course of our everyday lives yet 
whose international influence can 
nevertheless be profound.

In Britain, lack of control of 
immigration was surely the most 
important issue at stake in relation 
to Brexit – in England especially 
because that is where almost all 
new arrivals wish to head.  

In any one year, half a million 
new long-term immigrants were 
likely to arrive and Britain has 
by now already become the most 
densely populated country in 
Europe.  In traditionally poor areas 
unskilled immigrants compete for 
jobs with the existing unskilled 
inhabitants so that the adverse 
effects of such immigration are by 
no means evenly shared throughout 
the country.  It is in this area, 
especially, that one of the EU’s 
founding principles – the free 
movement of labour – is most likely 
to be punitive to any indigenous 
workforce.  

The Britain in which I grew 
up was affected endlessly – and 
extremely tediously – by industrial 
action which seriously curtailed 
the nation’s potential rendering it 
much less competitive in relation to 
what was already an ever-expanding 
European industrial performance.   
Indeed, was knowledge of the sad 
inadequacy of our own national 
performance one of the major 
incentives which threw Britain 
into the arms of Europe in the first 
place?

I have mentioned the renewal 
of Christian faith foreseen by 
Adenauer and de Gaulle as a most 
vital factor in Europe’s potential for 
post-war recovery.  

perhaps for some other unfortunate 
section of the globe?  

The ambitions of Europe’s 
unelected elite are at least as 
remarkable as their frequent 
absence of sense – or of their 
terrifying inability to foresee 
inevitable consequences of their 
actions.

What I am suggesting is that 
political, social, moral and economic 
orthodoxies exist in the present 

been infinitely less objectionable to 
many people in Britain or in other 
countries which seem hardly less 
anxious now than Britain, to leave 
the EU.  

What remains, in fact, is a system 
of European government with 
unpleasantly totalitarian overtones. 

Today a single European 
government and currency; 
tomorrow some secretly related 
single system of government 
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Across clues
2 A musician’s booking for a performance
4 Less than
6 The least possible
8 Very lightly cooked (meat)
9 A difficulty or disadvantage
11 Walk in water
12 One of a sequence of separate stages
14 Japanese stringed instrument
15 Fervent devotion
16 Monetary unit of Papua New Guinea
18 Plant that grows as a mat on moist ground
19 Responsibility or burden
21 London art gallery
22 Early centre of Christianity in Turkey
24 Wooded valley in Eastern Greece; Sydney 

suburb
25 Caribbean carnival

Down clues 
1 Flightless bird
2 Hereditary unit
3 Precious stones
4 Dismiss from employment
5 Cricket scores
6 My Lady
7 Thin biscuit eaten during Passover
8 Measure of relative size
10 Large long necked birds
11 Chinese cooking pot
13 A ballet step
17 Female relative
18 Ceremonial staff
20 To stop the flow of something
21 Spinning toys
23 Leader of a Muslim community
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only the supposed inadequacies 
of a ‘bourgeois’ state – which they 
imagined they wished to destroy 
–  belatedly discovered they had 
nothing much of substance to offer 
in its place.  

‘Revolution’ is a word which 
has had much too long a history 
of popularity in one of the more 
beautiful lands of our planet.  
France, accordingly, will always bear 
the deep scars of its history.

The power-hungry seldom lose 
their thirst for power even when 
showing little  idea of how to use 
such power constructively.  The 
EU overstepped basic human 
commonsense all too frequently 
until one of its component nations 
finally rebelled and exited.  Much 
too long ago, the EU ceased 
to constitute some kind of 
gentlemanly agreement for mutual 
advantage and became instead 
a virtual dictatorship which had 
little apparent time for national or 
cultural sensitivities. 

For example, nations should 
never be obliged to admit 
immigrants who have not the 
slightest intention of integrating 
or of respecting the cultures of the 
countries kind enough to be their 
hosts.  

The Europe from which Britain 
has just exited has by now reached 
a stage of chaos from which – in 
its present form – it seems sadly 
unlikely to emerge. The long-
established academic, artistic 
and religious traditions which 
underwrote what we formerly 
thought of as Europe were utterly 
priceless and set standards of 
culture which may never be 
surpassed.  

Not the kind of heritage, in 
my view, to put into the hands of 
people so clearly unfitted for the 
task.

giles auTy was born in the UK and trained 
privately as a painter. He worked professionally 
as an artist for 20 years. Publication of his The Art 
of Self Deception swung his career towards criti-
cism. He was art critic for The Spectator from 1984 
to 1995.  He continues to devote himself to his 
original love - painting. He is a regular contributor 
to Annals.

Yet moral notions pursued by the 
EU in recent times have so often 
been in direct conflict with basic 
Christian notions of morality that 
at some stage some fundamental 
change of ethical allegiance clearly 
took place within the EU’s corridors 
of power.  So-called Human Rights 
and indeed a European Court 
of Human Rights have by now 
entirely entrenched such a change 
of allegiance.  No doubt that is 
merely one aspect of a ‘post-
modern’ change of emphasis which 
encompasses all the ‘revolutionary’ 
changes which have – for good 
or ill – been inflicted on Western 
society at large.  

Having never experienced 
anything else at home, at school or 
at university many younger people 
now believe such changes embrace 
all the necessary components of 
a social ‘morality’ which cannot 
possibly be disputed: political 
correctness, gender fluidity, 
global warming, multiculturalism, 
feminism, abortion on demand 
and all the other familiar changes 
brought about basically by the 
cultural revolutions of the Sixties.  

Indeed, one wonders whether 
some of the more senior figures of 
the European Commission were, 
themselves, former students from 
the Sorbonne who barricaded the 
streets of Paris in 1968?

Their apparent foe in those 
days was ‘bourgeois’ or traditional 
France and their instant resort to 
urban guerilla warfare was, at the 
time, considered a ‘dream tactic’ by 
the Trotskyists of the New Left.  

However, at that point 
‘bourgeois’ France belatedly woke 
up and supporters of de Gaulle 
also took to the streets of Paris – a 
million marching under the Cross 
of Lorraine.  The latter people had, 
of course, known the dire effects of 
national surrender and of the reign 
of the Gestapo – but had also lived 
on ultimately to witness ‘liberation’.  

They were thus none too keen 
on any recurrence of totalitarian 
tyranny – however local its source.

When the time came, those 
privileged children who knew 
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The navy has always had plans for modernising the fleet on a continuing 
basis. But it has not been able to persuade governments and the ponderous 

bureaucracy that controls defence. That may now change but only if 
governments can find the wit and determination – and perhaps maturity 
– to meet their sworn responsibilities not only for national defence but also 

for what will be an increasing commitment to international security.

THE POLITICAL VACUUM AT THE 
HEART OF NATIONAL DEFENCE

By Michael O’Connor

HE LONG delayed 
2016 defence White 
Paper was all but 
buried during our 
r e cen t  e l e c t i on 
campaign. It was 
tabled in Parliament 

sho r t l y  b e fo r e  t he  doub l e 
dissolution and, in parliamentary 
terms, then went 
up in smoke. To 
the extent that it 
was discussed in 
public, almost the 
whole focus was 
on the potential for 
new jobs, especially 
in South Australia. 
Such has ever been 
the nature of the 
defence ‘debate’ in 
Australia. Not much 
has changed. 

It seems 
extraordinary that 
in an election for 
a parliament from 
which our nation’s 
government is 
formed and almost immediately 
after the publication of the White 
Paper, all parties in the campaign 
failed to deal with defence, often 
described as the first responsibility 
of government. 

The one public statement that 
I saw – by foreign minister Julie 

Bishop – emphasised that most 
of the money would be spent in 
Australia. That much is probably 
true because the biggest cost – 
almost half – is for personnel, 
troops and supporting public 
servants. But in the construction 
phase, the headline selling-point 
especially for the navy, much of the 

cost will go overseas for designs 
and specialised equipment. The 
fundamental question is whether 
our new and future governments 
will implement the White Paper 
program in a timely way. The 
experience of the past 40 years 
suggests otherwise.

As I have written before, 
the White Paper is largely the 
product of Defence Force and 
department thinking endorsed by 
the government of the day that is, 
after the election, no longer our 
government. As I write, the election 
is a week away but whoever wins 
can legally and politically avoid 

being bound by 
that endorsement. 
It’s almost a case of 
clear the decks and 
start again. If that 
sounds cynical, put it 
down to old age and 
experience.

On a positive note, 
the outline defence 
strategy marks a 
complete break from 
the always naive 
notion of a fortress 
Australia dating back 
to the 1970s and the 
associated attempt 
to distance ourselves 
from the American 
alliance. 

Our strategists have finally 
realised what the navy has 
been telling them at least since 
the 1920s – that Australia is a 
maritime nation. We depend upon 
overseas trade and have done so 
since 1788. That dependence has 
become even greater given the 

ModerniSing the fleet
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rapid development of international 
communications and the 
globalisation of so many industries. 
The museum mentality that infects 
far too many Australians offers no 
future, least of all one of prosperity.

If nothing else, that means that in 
peacetime, we need maritime forces 
to act as the police of the high seas 
to protect the cargoes that we sell 
and buy in every continent. That 
the ships that carry the cargoes 
are not normally Australian is 
irrelevant; the cargoes are much 
more valuable than the ships that 
are not normally defended by their 
owners. 

Thanks to a number of 
international agreements, that 
policing function takes our navy to 
distant parts of the world, dealing 
especially with pirates, terrorists 
and narcotics traffickers. Australia’s 
responsibility for maritime search 
and rescue covers one-sixth of the 
world’s surface. 

Notably, too, our key air 
communications that cross 
the oceans carrying masses of 
passengers and high value freight, 
represent an Australian security 
interest. The loss of Malaysian 
Airlines flights MH370 and MH17 
involved  Australia extensively in 
searches and investigations. All that 
is bread-and-butter for a national 
government like Australia’s but is 
virtually ignored by the media once 
the initial shock has worn off.

Recognising these maritime 
realities, the White Paper declares 
Australia’s commitment to a rules-
based world order not only at sea 
but also, as in the Middle East and 
Ukraine, where the world order 
has broken down with horrifying 
results. 

Strangely this has led to a de 
facto accession to the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation (NATO). NATO 
is the authority for operations in 
Afghanistan under the aegis of the 
United Nations. It’s all a bit messy 
with the United States driving the 
NATO involvement, to take the 
political heat off its original ‘war 
on terrorism’ in Afghanistan. The 
American commitment has been 

and remains substantial, while the 
rest including Australia’s, are little 
more than token.

Perhaps more than ever since 
the Vietnam War, Australia has 
committed to the American alliance 
and this is true of the White Paper. 
There have always been sceptics 
over Australia’s alliance with the 
US, most notably in the 1980s 
and, more recently, since the rise 
of China’s wealth and military 
modernisation. In fact, Australia 
has nowhere else to turn for the 
defence that we have always 
declined to provide for ourselves. 
Not only is the talk of self-reliance 
mere posturing but the alliance 
demands upon Australia from our 
regional allies are growing as well, 
and will not decline.

Given the commitment to that 
rules-based international order, 
the demands upon Australia are 

likely to require more than the 
very limited commitments that we 
have been making this century. 
This represents perhaps a reduction 
of our independence for military 
commitments and Australian 
governments will be required to do 
more than make agreeable noises. 

In the world of international 
security relations as they are 
developing, Australia as one of the 
world’s more wealthy nations, will 
be called upon to do more, and our 
governments will need not only to 
respond but to be more frank with 
the electorate. The recent election 
campaign – and indeed most of its 
predecessors – is a bad example.

As usual much of the White 
Paper and the public commitments 
have focussed upon a major 
naval modernisation and the 
associated upgrading of our naval 
construction capability. Unlike our 

The Spanish Inquisition

NOTHING HAS so poisoned attitudes toward the Catholic 
Church. As recently as 2003, Simon Whitechapel began his 

book on the Inquisition’s ‘atrocities’ thus: ‘I should make one thing 
clear from the start: I despise the Catholic Church.’ Enough! The 
standard account of the Spanish Inquisition is mostly a pack of 
lies, invented and spread by English and Dutch propagandists in 
the sixteenth century during their wars with Spain and repeated 
ever after by the malicious or misled historians eager to sustain 
‘an image of Spain as a nation of fanatical bigots.’ … ‘Montanus,’ 
a renegade Spanish monk who became a Lutheran and fled to the 
Netherlands … portrays every victim of the Inquisition as innocent, 
every Inquisition official as venal and deceitful, every step in the 
procedure as a violation of natural and rational law. That such lies 
flourished during Europe’s era of religious wars is not so surprising. 
But there is no such excuse for the irresponsible contemporary 
‘scholars’ who continue to support such claims while ignoring the 
remarkable research on the Inquisition that has been accomplished 
in the past generation. … the new historians of the Inquisition have 
revealed that, in contrast with the secular courts all across Europe, 
the Spanish Inquisition was a consistent force for justice, restraint, 
due process, and enlightenment. The revisionist historians base 
their dissenting views on having gained full access to the complete 
archives of the Inquisitions of both Aragon and Castile, which 
together constituted the Spanish Inquisition. Subsequently, they 
have read the careful records made of each of the 44,674 cases 
heard by these two Inquisitions between 1540 and 1700. … Not 
only are these cases a goldmine of historical detail, historians have 
entered each in a database in order to facilitate statistical analysis.  
… The results are solidly undeniable.

— Bearing False Witness, Rodney Stark, Templeton Press, 
Conshohocken PA 2016, pp.119-121.
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politicians and media wise men, 
the real key lies in the plan to 
provide continuous and advanced 
development work for the industry. 

Typically Australia has committed 
to building a handful of ships of 
a limited class, then effectively 
closing down the industry with a 
consequent loss of expertise and 
personnel sometimes for years. 
Yet the navy has always had plans 
for modernising the fleet on a 
continuing basis. But it has not 
been able to persuade governments 
and the ponderous bureaucracy that 
controls defence. That may now 
change but only if governments can 
find the wit and determination - 
and perhaps maturity - to meet their 
sworn responsibilities not only for 
national defence but also for what 
will be an increasing commitment 
to international security.

If this reads as a single-service 
boost for the navy, the White Paper 
does not. There are assertions of 
significant technological advances 
in such key areas as drone 
technology and new aircraft. 
Further, the army must learn to 
employ all its capabilities and not 
merely its special forces, and a 
limited number of technical units.

Given its provenance, there are 
certainly many good points about 
the White Paper but at bottom it 
is still no more than a statement 
of good intentions. There is no 
binding commitment beyond 
individual contracts for some 
of the new equipment elements 
of the document. Nor can it 
guarantee optimum performance by 
contractors or the Defence machine. 

As repeated investigations 
have shown, many long-desired 
reforms have proved very difficult 
to implement. Only last year, the 
Defence Department failed to spend 
$800 million of funds allocated to 
it by the government. That is not 
good enough. Governments must 
take charge.

michael o’connor is a former patrol officer in 
Papua New Guinea. He also served in the Royal 
Australian Navy as an intelligence officer. He writes 
regularly for Annals.
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THE SAINTS AND US

IN HER AUTOBIOGRAPHY, ‘The Story of a Soul,’ Saint Therese of Lisieux talks 
about something that happened when she was very young which would mark her 
for the rest of her life. There had been a particularly horrible murder and a man 

called Pranzini had been convicted and sentenced to death in Paris. Therese read 
about the case in her father’s newspaper and for her it became a test of God’s mercy. 
Pranzini had rejected religion and Therese prayed and prayed that the condemned 
man would experience a change of heart before being executed. 

Pranzini was obdurate, refusing every overture and consolation, but, literally at the 
very last moment, he reached for the crucifix which was held out to him by the prison 
chaplain and kissed it. For Therese this was the sign she had been waiting for – the 
certain knowledge that even at the eleventh hour a soul had found its salvation.

Each year we celebrate the feast of All Saints on November 1. In this one great 
festival we rejoice with all those who are in heaven – the named and the unnamed, the 
famous and the obscure – that ‘large number’ described in the Book of the Apocalypse 
as ‘impossible to count, of people from every nation, race, tribe and language’. Among 
them, in all probability, will be many we have known in this life – those who have 
influenced us for good, encouraged us, handed on the Faith to us – we call them 
saints, holy people, those who having fulfilled their vocation on earth now enjoy the 
presence of God into all eternity. ‘Blessed are the dead, who die in the Lord, they can 
rest from their labours’. ‘Well done, good and faithful servant, enter into the joy of your 
Lord’.

Back to Saint Therese and the murderer Pranzini – the story contains two vital 
truths. Firstly, none of us is beyond the mercy of God. No matter how far we stray, or 
how many disastrous decisions we make or how many cul de sacs we trap ourselves 
in, there is always a way back. Even in our final moments, all we have to do is want 
God and we will not be disappointed. We may feel that we are not making much of 
a success of our Christian lives – that we do not know how to pray and that our faith 
seems lukewarm. What really matters is not our weakness, but the consistency of the 
Divine mercy, that ‘love which will never let us go’. God made each of us for himself: he 
is not going to give up on any one of us. 

The second truth is that we are not alone on our journey home to God. The Letter 
to the Hebrews talks of ‘so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us on every side’. This 
is the Catholic vision of a solidarity which exists between those on earth and those in 
heaven. Therese prayed for Pranzini’s conversion and her prayer was answered. Those 
who have gone before us – parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, teachers, priests, and 
friends, religious – are actively involved in all that we are and all that we do. They pray 
for us. Their one concern is that we should come to know God as they know him that 
we should share the splendour and glory they now enjoy.

— Source: website for the Parish of St James, Spanish Place, London, on the occasion of the Feast of all Saints.

CatholiC faith
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[Y]ears after legalising euthanasia, some countries have 
extended it to cover children with terminal illnesses 

WHATEVER HAPPENED  
TO FREEDOM OF SPEECH?

By Tess Livingstone

MAGINE THE UPROAR if 
euthanasia advocate Andrew 
Denton had told Muslims, 
rather than Catholics, to get 
their ‘subterranean force’ 
and ‘ theocracy hidden 
ins ide our democracy ’ 

to ‘step aside’ from debate in the 
public square.

In his National Press Club address 
this week, Denton claimed that the 
Catholic Church hierarchy, ‘well-
connected Catholic businessmen’ 
and ‘God squad’ politicians such as 
Liberal Kevin Andrews and Labor’s 
Tony Burke, had thwarted the 
public’s ‘overwhelming’ support for 
assisted dying laws. 

In Denton’s playbook, those 
supporting the Christian view that 
life, from conception to natural 
death, is not ours to take but to 
nurture, should ‘step aside’. 

So much for freedom of speech 
and religion.

As Denton noted, presumably 
with displeasure, sixty per cent of 
Australia’s palliative healthcare 
services are provided by the 
Catholic Church. He missed the 
opportunity to complain that, 
every day, church agencies feed, 
clothe, teach, shelter, heal, nurse 
and care for more people than any 
organisation in the world. 

Whatever the Church’s failings, 
it values life. I doubt, for example, 
that any of the two hundred late-
term aborted babies born alive in 
Queensland since 2005 — including 
twenty-seven last year — were left to 
die (and sometimes cry) in Catholic 
hospitals.

While appalled by Denton’s 
bigoted slurs, I was moved by the 
examples of intense suffering — 
including that of his father — that 
he related. His examples showed 
we need a sensible conversation 
about palliative care. But rather 
than winning me over to his point 
of view, Denton’s arguments 
convinced me that the church, with 
its respect for the sanctity of life 
and dignity of every person, should 
be an important player in that 
conversation. 

Catholics’ starting point on 
the issue should be the church’s 
catechism, promulgated by St John 
Paul II in 1992. It forbids ‘direct 
euthanasia’ — defined as ‘putting 
an end to the lives of handicapped, 
sick, or dying persons’ — as ‘morally 
unacceptable’.

But rather than condemning 
patients to suffer lingering, 
painful deaths, as critics claim, the 
catechism also acknowledges that 
the ‘use of painkillers to alleviate 
the sufferings of the dying, even 
at the risk of shortening their 
days, can be morally in conformity 
with human dignity if death is not 
willed as either an end or a means, 
but only foreseen and tolerated as 
inevitable’. 

Ethically, there is no reason, as 
Denton described, for doctors to be 
‘terrified’ about giving more relief 
to patients dying in pain, even if 
doing so shortens their lives.

It is also legitimate, the catechism 
says, to discontinue ‘medical 
procedures that are burdensome, 
dangerous, extraordinary or 
disproportionate to the expected 
outcome’ and ‘overzealous’ 
treatments. As medicine advances, 
newer and better options are worth 
pursuing.

Like Denton, who gave a moving 
account of the suffering and 
heartache of his father’s final illness, 
I had to face these issues when 
I was diagnosed with advanced 
ovarian cancer almost 10 years ago, 
an illness with a poor survival rate. 

Knowing that, if things got too 
much, I was entitled to as much 
painkiller as needed to alleviate 
symptoms, even if it hastened my 
death or knocked me unconscious, 
was reassuring. Too few Catholics 
understand this teaching properly. 
Nor in that situation should anyone 
be deprived of drugs that could 
help, including marijuana or heroin.

euthanaSia: gagging diSSent

Archangels

ASKED TO name the 
Archangels, an Annals 

reader appealed for help. There 
are seven, like the seven gifts 
of the Holy Ghost, the seven 
Sacraments, the seven cardinal 
virtues, the seven deadly sins, to 
say nothing of the seven days of 
the week. According to Hebrew 
oral tradition their names are:

Shamuel, the Name of God
Gabriel,  God is my strength
Michael, Who is like God?
Raphael, God heals
Uriel, the Fire/Light of God
Zaddkiel,  God is my Justice
Zophiel, God’s Watchman
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I’ll leave it to the bishops and 
bioethicists to argue whether the 
‘slippery slope’ that Denton denies 
exists in Belgium, the Netherlands 
and Oregon, is a legitimate concern, 
although years after legalising 
euthanasia some countries have 
extended it to cover children with 
terminal illnesses. 

Aside from the life and death 
questions, Denton’s contention that 
the Catholic Church — central to 
our Judaeo-Christian foundations — 
should step aside from involvement 
in important ethical and legal 
matters, is dangerous. 

By what criteria in a pluralist 
society could any individual or 
group be excluded from making 
a contribution? And should that 
exclusion apply to other issues that 
shape who we are and how we live: 
gender fluidity and the so-called 
Safe Schools program, teenage girls 
opting for the agony of double 
mastectomies to make themselves 
look more like boys, same-sex 
marriage, abortion up to full-term 
gestation (now being proposed in 
Queensland) and much else? 

No Catholic I know would 
advocate silencing those on the 
opposite side of such issues.

For 2000 years the church, in 
the main, has been a civilising, 
compassionate influence in 
healthcare, education and 
humanitarian relief, at the 
forefront of repelling barbarism 
and battling Islamic aggression. 
In the 20th century, hundreds of 
priests comforted the dying in 
Russian gulags, in Auschwitz and in 
communist China, paying the price 
with years of torture and their own 
lives.

The self-censorship advocated 
by Denton, under the guise of 
democracy and law reform, must be 
called out for what it is.

It would weaken our pluralistic 
democracy, which has been 
enriched by Christ’s teachings and 
the church’s cultural wisdom.

Tess liVingsTone is a well-known journalist and 
author. This article first appeared in The Australian, 
August 13, 2016. Reprinted with permission.   
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For his service during the war Dan received several medals of which the most significant 
is the George Medal. This was introduced by King George VI in September 1940, 
primarily for civilians in recognition of ‘acts of great bravery’. On one crossing of 
the Atlantic a man on Dan’s ship fell overboard into the frigid ocean waters. Dan 
immediately jumped into the sea and supported the man until both were rescued.

A LIFE LIVED IN GOD’S SHADOW

Brother Dan Hawe, MSC 1915 – 2005

By James Littleton, msc

ANIEL PATRICK 
HAWE was born 
in Waterford in 
I r e l and  on  the 
Feast of All Saints, 
November 1, 1915. 
If one reflects on 

the genuine goodness of Dan’s 
life, this was a very fitting 
birthdate. He was the fifth 
of nine children, five boys 
and four girls born to 
Daniel James and Margaret 
Mary Hawe (née Caulfield). 

They migrated to 
Australia when Dan was ten 
years old, disembarking in 
Melbourne in April 1926. 
Two years later they moved 
to Warragul in eastern 
Victoria. Dan has written of 
his early education that ‘in 
spite of being educated by 
Brothers, Priests and Nuns I 
only reached Grade 7; I was 
not a successful student’. To 
be fair to himself, he might 
have added that as a boy 
he often had to miss school 
through sickness, maybe 
the result of a serious fall 
from a high cliff when in 
Waterford.

From an early age Dan had 
a desire to be a priest and was 
accepted into the Apostolic School 
of the Missionaries of the Sacred 
Heart [MSC] at Douglas Park at 

the age of 14 in 1930. Whether he 
came to know of the MSC from 
our confreres in Waterford, Ireland, 
or from a visiting missionary at 
Warragul or from the Annals is 
unclear. Sad to say he was advised 
to leave the Apostolic School after a 
few months, because of difficulty in 
handling the studies. He is reported 

to have said that he had difficulty 
in learning Latin but was praised 
for his fine essays by his English 
teacher, Father Stan Tyler. He was 
also an exceptionally good long 
distance runner.

Dan’s older brother, Nicholas, 
entered the Apostolic School at the 
same time as Dan, but he too was 
advised to leave. Like Dan, Nick too 
joined the MSC as a Brother later in 
life. He lived at Croydon monastery 
as a Lay MSC for several years 
before taking first vows in 1980 but 

died five years later on April 
29, 1985.

War Service

1930 was the time of 
the Great Depression, 
and Dan had to find 
employment wherever 
he could. He worked in 
hotels in Melbourne as a 
barman, a waiter, a bouncer 
and odd-jobs man. In 
1937 he went to sea in 
the British Merchant Navy 
as a steward. In the early 
part of the Second World 
War Dan came back to 
Australia and enlisted in the 
22nd Battalion. This was 
also known as the South 
Gippsland Regiment with its 
base at Leongatha. 

The 22nd Battalion was 
initially raised in 1915 

and was engaged in service in 
the Gallipoli campaign and on 
the Western Front during World 
War I. It was re-raised in 1939 
and initially undertook garrison 
duties and training camps mainly 

no other Way
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in Queensland. It then saw service 
in the Territory of Papua and New 
Guinea. Dan served in the 22nd 
Battalion for only three months; 
he enlisted as a Private and his 
Australian Army Service Number 
was V37677. Dan resigned when he 
was advised by his Commanding 
Officer that he would never be sent 
overseas.

Dan then re-joined the British 
Merchant Navy which was at that 
time the largest in the world. It 
was comprised of merchant ships 
that transported cargo and people 
during times of both peace and 
war. At this time in history it was a 
particularly dangerous occupation. 
Many ships were sunk by German 

U Boats and thousands of merchant 
marines lost their lives.

For his service during the war 
Dan received several medals of 
which the most significant is the 
George Medal. This was introduced 
by King George VI in September 
1940, primarily for civilians in 
recognition of ‘acts of great bravery’. 
On one crossing of the Atlantic a 
man on Dan’s ship fell overboard 
into the frigid ocean waters. Dan 
immediately jumped into the sea 
and supported the man until both 
were rescued. Certainly a great act 
of bravery.

The other medals were all 
established by the UK government 
for citizens of the British 

Commonwealth who served in 
various theatres of war. Thus 
Dan received the Atlantic Star 
for his involvement on merchant 
ships crossing the Atlantic; the 
Italy Star for his participation in 
the movement of soldiers and 
armaments for the allied invasion of 
Italy beginning in September 1943; 
the Pacific Star for being a member 
of the 22nd Battalion; the 1939-
1945 Star for service in World War 
II.

Dan remained in the Merchant 
Navy until 1951 when he was 
paid off from his last ship before 
returning to Australia. Rightly 
or wrongly the members of the 
Merchant Navy were not regarded 
as members of the defence system 
and hence did not receive a pension 
at the age of 60, as did members 
of the armed forces. However in 
2005 the Australian Government’s 
Department of Veterans 
Affairs minted a medallion to 
commemorate the 60th anniversary 
of the end of World War II. Dan was 
honoured to receive one; it is kept 
in the MSC Archives.

Rejoining the MSC

For the next ten years Dan 
worked as a mail-sorter at the GPO 
in Spencer Street, Melbourne. 
However his desire for Religious 
Life seems never to have left him. 
In 1962 he was admitted as a 
postulant MSC Brother at Douglas 
Park. He completed his novitiate 
under the direction of Father Frank 
Butler in 1963 and took his first 
vows as a Missionary of the Sacred 
Heart on February 26, 1964.

In the Spring 2000 edition of the 
MSC Journal, Encounter, a number 
of professed members wrote 
short articles on why they became 
Missionaries of the Sacred Heart. 
Dan was one of the contributors. 
He wrote as follows:

Why I am a Missionary of the 
Sacred Heart

Everyone
everywhere
were hurting, laughing, crying.
building up and tearing down,
there were very rich people 

in MeMoriaM

Paulus Henrique Benedictus Cox 
1940-2016

THE PRODIGIOUS filmmaker Paul Cox died on June 18. Obituaries paid 
due tribute to his remarkable list of features, shorts, documentaries 

and books. His first short, Matuta: An Early Morning Fantasy, was released 
in 1965, the year of his arrival in Australia from the Netherlands, his 
first documentary Calcutta in 1971.  His first feature, Illuminations, was 
released in 1976, his last, Force of Destiny in 2015. Cox’s films such as 
Lonely Hearts (1982) and Man of Flowers (1983) tended to be startlingly, 
even scandalously, surreal rather than popcorn commercial, nowhere more 
defiantly than in The Diaries of Vaslav Nijinksy (2001) which moved like an 
eerie dream edited by a master. 

This may be why more obituary emphasis could have been placed on 
what is likely to be his most enduring film, as much for its dedicated skill 
as its subject: Molokai: The Story of Father Damien (1999) which included 
reference to Robert Louis Stevenson’s celebrated defence of the saintly 
Damien against a traducer. Production of Molokai was not without financial 
and other difficulties. David Wenham who played Damien, his greatest role 
to date, has said: ‘There is no one like Cox…He is unique and we need him, 
and people like him. He is completely an auteur because everything you 
see on the screen, and hear, has got Paul’s fingerprints on it.’

At his memorial service in Melbourne, his long-time creative associate, 
the actor Tony Llewellyn Jones, quoted Shakespeare’s line, ‘Blow wind, 
come wrack/At least we’ll die with harness on our back.’ An apt quotation: 
when Cox died, having undergone a life-extending liver transplant, he was 
working on a new film, Inferno, its theme wars and catastrophes in which 
extremist jihadism may be a trigger factor.

The catalogue of Cox’s 12 prizes demonstrate his international status; 
the last was the Grand Prix des Amériques for Human Touch, awarded at 
the Montreal World Film Festival in 2004. Producer and columnist Phillip 
Adams listed Cox as a Living National Treasure in 2015.

The ashes of Paulus Henrique Benedictus Cox were returned to the 
Netherlands where he was born and baptised in 1940, only weeks before 
German forces invaded his homeland. 

Born to strife you might say. Requiescat in pace et lux perpetua luceat ei. 
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Later Appointments

In 1981 Dan was appointed 
to Daramalan College where he 
worked for five years looking after 
the dining room and the general 
cleanliness of the Residence. He 
also took an interest in the gardens 
around the Residence.

1986 provided a different 
experience for Dan. The MSC 
Provincial, Father Frank Quirk, had 
been asked by the Superior of the 
MSC in Kiribati to provide him with 
two experienced Brothers who could 
help supervise and train a number of 
recently professed Brothers. 

Brother Dan Hawe and Brother 
Dave Merrick were selected for this 
task with an understanding that the 
appointment was for 10 months. 
They lived in the main MSC house at 
Teaoraereke on the island of Tarawa. 
Dan looked after the spiritual 

Dan also records that he enjoyed 
spending time caring for a small 
section of the grounds near Tyson 
Manor and Jubilee House. 

He returned to Downlands in 
1975 for another six years, 1975-
1980. In the meantime he had two 
different appointments. In 1973 
Dan was appointed to the staff 
of Canberra monastery; he has 
described his work there as being 
a ‘domestic all-rounder’. This was 
the last year in which the MSC 
students for the priesthood resided 
at Canberra. They moved back to 
Croydon, Victoria in 1974 and Dan 
moved there with them to perform 
a similar ministry before returning 
to Downlands in 1975.

It was in those years of his initial 
appointments that Dan’s parents 
died, his mother in June 1968 and 
his father in June 1973.

who owned nothing
 and poor people who 

owned everything,
also sinners and saints to be
 or not to be.
Everyone changed places from 

time to time.
My vocation began in my 

mother’s womb.
Man, woman boys, girls, 

friends, enemies,
the good earth, 
modelled my soul.
Their experiences
right, wrong, good, bad,
taught me there is only one 

way to go.
Love God
 Love your neighbour
  Love yourself 

truly,
so I did not give myself a 

vocation;
it was presented to me by God 

and humanity.
I am grateful.
Thank you; there was no other 

way to go.

Initial Appointments

After spending 1964 in the 
Douglas Park community, Dan was 
appointed to Downlands College, 
Toowoomba, Qld in 1965 and 
remained there for eight years 
until the end of 1972. The annual 
magazines of those years do 
not record very much about the 
work of the Brothers. However in 
farewelling Dan at the end of 1972 
the following is recorded:

Brother Hawe’s ready 
attention to the needs of the MSC 
community and his hours spent 
in the renovation of Tyson Manor 
will cause him to be remembered 
with genuine affection.

The Kingdom to Come

WHILE WE remember the warning that it profits a man nothing if he 
gains the whole world and loses himself, the expectation of a new 

earth must not weaken our anxiety to develop this one; on the contrary, 
it should strengthen it. or here the nucleus of a new human family is 
growing, a body which is even now able to give at least a glimpse of 
what is to come. Earthly progress must be carefully distinguished from 
the growth of Christ’s kingdom. Nevertheless, such progress, insofar 
as it can contribute to the better ordering of human society, is of vital 
concern to the kingdom of God. In obedience to the Lord and in his 
Spirit, it is our duty to develop on earth the values of human dignity, 
brother-hood and freedom, and indeed all the good things that can come 
from our nature and our activity. We will find them again, but this time 
freed of any stain, lit up and transfigured. This will be so when Christ 
hands over to his Father the everlasting and universal kingdom, ‘a 
kingdom of truth and life, a kingdom of holiness and grace, a kingdom of 
justice, love and peace’. Here on earth that kingdom is already present 
in mystery. When the Lord returns, it will be brought to completion.

– Constitution of the second Vatican Council on ‘The Church in the Modern World,’ 236

Prisoners of the Ottomans

WE HAD heard and seen something of the Kut prisoners. Thirteen thousand had been captured : scarce 
five thousand survived their marches and prisons : they had been clubbed, stripped, mutilated : their 

bones were strewn in the deserts between Baghdad and Aleppo. Some of the survivors had arrived so dazed 
that they could not speak, so enfeebled by hunger that they could not carry their tiny bundles. Sometimes a 
group of four or five emaciated men had passed underneath our windows bearing a coffinless corpse on a 
stretcher : skeletons alive, carrying a skeleton to the end of its long journey.

– Francis Yeats-Brown, Golden Horn, Victor Gollancz Ltd. The author is describing the fate of British prisoners captured by the Turks 
after the British defeat at Kut-al-Amara, 100 miles south of Baghdad after a siege that lasted from December 1915 to April 1916. 30,000 

British soldiers died or were wounded during that siege, and 13,000 were taken on a death march which only 5,000 survived.
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the residence and being a wonderful 
example of the spiritual dimension 
of life. In March 1995 he suffered a 
serious attack from wild dogs while 
he was out walking. He was able to 
drag them into the water and thus 
save his own life. He spent some 
time in hospital recovering from the 
attack. Towards the end of 1995 he 
wrote to the Provincial saying that 
he was almost 80 years of age, that it 
was time to retire, and that he would 
appreciate being able to return to 
Downlands College.

Final Years

Dan lived out the remainder of 
his life at Downlands, again doing 
the ordinary things that he did so 
well. Tyson Manor was kept very 
clean and tidy, visitors were made to 
feel very welcome, a section of the 
grounds received careful attention, 
and his commitment to a life of 
prayer was very evident. Early on 
he offered to return to Port Keats, 
but was advised by the Provincial 
that that was not necessary. To 
the end Dan remained a serious 
reader of books on spirituality, 
and contributed insightfully to 
any prayer group in which he 
participated. As always he was a 
cheerful presence in the community 
and with visitors, and was most 
thoughtful of the needs of others.

For at least the last ten years of 
his life Dan suffered from a cardiac 
condition. He died unexpectedly 
from a serious heart attack in his 
own bed on the night of July 4, 
2005. He was buried, in accordance 
with his own earlier request, in 
the MSC plot in the Drayton and 
Toowoomba cemetery.

Some years before, Dan described 
his own Vocational Experience as:

‘Treading the wine press
under the guidance of Our Lord
Interesting – revealing
There is no other way.’
May his soul rest in peace.

FaTher James liTTleTon, MSC has spent most of 
his priestly life in education and was principal 
of three MSC Colleges: Chevalier in Bowral, 
NSW, Daramalan in Canberra, and Downlands in 
Towoomba, Qld. He was MSC Provincial from 1987 
to 1992. He has produced 15 booklets on aspects 
of MSC History in Australasia.

formation of the young Brothers and 
supervised their work. One special 
task was to collect rocks from the 
lagoon and build a retaining wall 
between the house and the ocean. 
Dan and Dave found it a difficult 
year because of the climate, the food 
and the absence of the Superior for 
long periods of time. However in 
a letter to the Australian Provincial 
in November 1986, Dan described 
his time in Kiribati as a ‘tremendous 
spiritual experience’.

Dan was appointed back to 
Croydon in 1987, but mid-year 
moved to the Provincial Residence, 
Treand House, in Coogee to 
replace Brother Barney Delaney 
who wished to move to Kensington 
monastery where he could be more 
easily involved with his work in the 
archives. Again Dan looked after the 
house and took a special interest 
in the gardens. He and Brother 
Jos Beelen, who was the cook, did 
the weekly shopping and went for 
long walks together on weekends. 
These were the years when I was 
Provincial. It was a privilege and 
a pleasure to be cared for so well 
by Dan and to admire the spiritual 
nature of his life.

Letters that Dan wrote to the 
Provincial over the years would 
indicate that Dan felt a call to serve 
in the missions. As early as March 
1973 he offered to work in Kiribati, 
but his offer was not accepted. In 
February 1988 he made the same 
request but was offered a trip to 
Ireland instead. At the end of 1989 
Dan asked to be transferred to 
an aboriginal mission station, but 
the community at Treand House 
valued his presence too highly to 
allow him to leave. However at 
the end of 1992 when my term as 
Provincial was coming to an end 
he again made the same request. 
After appropriate consultation Dan 
was appointed to the Daly River 
(Nauiyu) Mission.

Dan spent one year at Nauiyu 
(1993) and then two years at Port 
Keats (Wadeye), 1994-1995. There 
is little recorded of those three years, 
but Dan did the things he did so 
well: caring for people, caring for 
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MEDIA MATTERS
By James murray

Quid pro quo  

In discussions of Islamic relations, 
the most used term is ‘mutual respect’, so 
much so that even when used by the Prime 
Minister Malcolm Turnbull it has the leaden 
ring of a cliché.

What about trying ‘reciprocal respect’, 
e,g., a formal, public protest from one of the 
Australian Muslim communities about the 
persecution of Christians in areas controlled 
by military jihadists?    

Oddly enough a similar lack of 
reciprocity has evolved with China on 
the acquisition of assets there and here.  
Nothing to do with religion: China, which 
once operated under the mandate of 
Heaven, is officially an atheist Marxist/
Leninist state.     

Kirby’s complaint

How surprising to see ex-High Court 
judge Michael Kirby urge Federal 
Parliament to enact ‘Marriage Equality’ 
legislation.  When all is said and done 
(and he has said plenty), Kirby was the 
ace on implied rights in the Australian 
Constitution. 

The fact that a lawyer so subtle cannot 
find an implied right to ‘Married Equality’ 
in that document suggests the right is 
not (however it may poll) a natural right, 
otherwise language would have evolved to 
cover it.  

Drafting legislation for its bodged-up 
status would involve distortions akin to 
those prophetic dystopias, Louis Carroll’s 
Alice in Wonderland and George Orwell’s 
1984. 

The plebiscite to which Kirby and others 
object is a least-worst option.  But on such a 
crucial social question, a two-thirds majority 
should be in place – as it should have been 
elsewhere.

Belated question: had there been an All 
Ireland referendum would true Ulster’s 

Six Counties (Antrim, Armagh, Down, 
Fermanagh, Derry, Tyrone) have swung 
the vote against ‘Marriage Equality’?  As 
it turned out, gerrymandered Northern 
Ireland willy-nilly followed the lead of 
David Cameron, the PM PR, who went on to 
give them Brexit to chew on.  

Pell mauled

First to note the co-incidence of Victoria 
Police moves on Cardinal George Pell 
was the vice-chancellor of the Australian 
Catholic University, Greg Craven.  He wrote 
in The Australian that on two occasions 
information detrimental to the cardinal 
emerged from what appeared to be Victoria 
Police – also the source of exaggerated 
statistics on those who committed suicide as 
a result of childhood abuse.

As prime conduit, the ABC denied its 
source was the Victoria Police, averring that 
its broadcasts were based on traditional 
methods.  Comparisons between the 
nation’s august Aunty and Mandy Rice-
Davies would be inept.  

It is fair to say, however, that traditional 
methods, even by a reporter of Louise 
Milligan’s calibre, may include leaks but do 
not include the kind of added, tendentious, 
swimming-pool footage used to enhance 
allegations against the cardinal. 

Your correspondent from his reporter’s 
dealings with police recalls an officer (Arson 
Squad) saying, ‘Co-incidences connect.’  

ABC’s war

Longer than the Hebrew Bible, the New 
Testament and the Koran combined, this 
year’s Chilcott Report on the Iraq War 
received nationwide coverage, appropriate 
to Australia’s involvement in the war 
alongside the US, the UK and others. 

Missing from the general coverage, 
and from the Australian Broadcasting 
Corporation’s, was a key factor, described 
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in Andrew Fowler’s The War on Journalism – 
published in 2015. 

In short, Fowler names Paul Moran, 
‘an Australian freelance’ and ‘idealistic 
photojournalist’ who, in December 2001 
during the pro and contra war spin, met 
a seeming Iraqi defector for, ‘the most 
important interview of his career’. 

‘Within hours of its completion, the 
ABC had put it to air … Unchecked, 
uncorroborated, the ABC broadcast a pure 
piece of pro-war propaganda, gratefully 
received by the White House.’  

In the interest of transparency, the ABC’s 
managing director (and editor-in-chief) 
Michelle Guthrie should commission a 
special report based on the above involving 
Fowler, an ex-ABC journalist.  And who 
better to present it than Paul (Media Watch) 
Barry?

(In 2003, Paul Moran, educated Sacred 
Heart College Adelaide, was killed in 
northern Iraq during a suicide bomb attack; 
the ABC’s Foreign Correspondent veteran Eric 
Campbell was injured).  

Abbott’s move

By seeking reform of the NSW Liberal 
Party machine, Tony Abbott has found 
a task worthy of a back-benched Prime 
Minister.  Undoubtedly hireling lobbyists 
who are also party officials succumb to 
conflict of interest. 

If Abbott solves the problem, he will 
imitate another PM. Paul Keating who gave 
media masters the option of being Princes 
of Print or Queens of the Screen.

Perhaps Abbott should go for Lobby 
Jobbers or Party Hearties.  In any case, he 
is doing his supplanter Malcolm Turnbull a 
favour yet to be returned. 

Turkey chute   

Islamic State or Daesh may have its 
nominated caliph but as a result of another 
failed military coup the Turkish leader, 
Tayyip Recep Erdogan, is shaping up as the 
Caliph in a Lounge Suit.

Calling the coup of ‘gift of God’, he 
proceeded to deal ruthlessly with those 
closely involved, and continues to do 
so with those not apparently involved, 
including jurists and journalists. 

In this he does not flatter by imitation 

the founder of modern Turkey Mufstafa 
Kemal Ataturk who as part of his 
secularising programme got rid of the last 
Ottoman Caliphate, office of the successors 
to Mohammed. 

Trumping Hillary

Amid the razzamatazz of the United 
States presidential preliminaries, never 
more raucous, an historic first has gone 
under-emphasised: in Senator Mike Kaine 
and Governor Mike Pence, both Hillary 
Clinton and Donald Trump, the presidential 
candidates, have nominated vice-presidents 
who are sounder politicians than they are.

How this paradox plays out may keep 
reporters and sub-editors in work till 
doomsday or the next election (whichever 
comes sooner).

Noble vestige

Is the Republican Party – foundation 
Grand Old Party of the United States – 
bereft of idealistic relevance?  Not while 
its current platform contains the following 
lines on abortion (The Australian, July 21): 
‘The constitution’s guarantee that no one 
can “be deprived of life, liberty or property” 
deliberately echoes the Declaration of 
Independence proclamation that “all” are 
“endowed by their Creator” with the 
inalienable right to life. 

‘Accordingly, we assert the sanctity of 
human life and affirm that the unborn 
child has a fundamental right which 
cannot be infringed.  We support a human 
life amendment to the constitution and 
legislation to make clear that the Fourteenth 
Amendment’s protections apply to children 
before birth.’         

Annabelling the cats 

Much analysis has gone into the whys 
and wherefores of the election result. Your 
correspondent thinks it came down to 
Kitchen Cabinet, Annabel Crabb’s ABC meals 
and spiels show with Malcolm Turnbull and 
Bill Shorten.

 The Turnbull effort was classy without 
being too posh and held at his daughter 
Daisy’s home rather than his Point Piper 
Xanadu.  The Shorten effort was a picnic in 
a park with a Thermos of tea. 
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What not even a billy to boil with a verse 
or two of Waltzing Matilda? 

Throughout the picnic Shorten wore a 
black raincoat.   On the hustings, Turnbull 
also wore a black raincoat.  Okay, he 
reportedly tipped up to $2 million from his 
own piggybank into Liberal Party campaign 
funds.  For the next election, which may 
come sooner rather than later, he should 
acquire a white raincoat. 

 His Wentworth constituency has St. 
Vincent de Paul shops at Paddington and 
Charing Cross; these stock discounted white 
raincoats (slightly sunburnt) and with any 
luck there may also be copy of Electioneering 
for Idiots which, in the spirit of fraternal 
democracy, he can lend to Shorten.  

Dire Darwin

How far back will the terms of reference 
for the Royal Commission into the 
Detention of Children in the Northern 
Territory go?  Theoretically, it could go back 
to the 19th century and Charles Darwin - on 
record as having given indigenous people 
sugar and flour to perform a corroboree and 
making it clear he enjoyed the performance. 

Perhaps social Darwinism, which put the 
indigenous at a lower level of development, 
is more culpable.  And how did this contrast 
with the Christian missionaries – Catholic 
and Protestant – who saw in the indigenous 
men, women and children souls for 
salvation?

Was Labor Gough Whitlam’s 
secularisation of indigenous education for 
the convenience of bureaucrats, known to 
go home for the weekend? Missionaries 
were a constant presence. 

The Royal Commissioners Margaret 
White and Mick Gooda do have a 
preliminary advantage: the Howard Bath 
report into the Don Dale Juvenile Detention 
Centre, supressed by the NT Government. 

Their analysis of the horrific footage, 
secured by Caro Meldrum-Hanna for the 
ABC Four Corners report no doubt engage 
the attention of expert witnesses.

It appeared to split into two distinct 
sequences, first, fit-looking officers in 
well pressed uniforms, securing a youth 
in a restraint chair and spit mask; second, 

sequences of what looked like T-shirt goons 
meting out torturous treatment on youths 
and young children.  

In media vitae

Your correspondent has scored a 
significant election first.  On his way into 
a local polling booth (fringe of the PM’s 
Wentworth constituency), he met a couple 
of women in sky blue shirts, emblazoned 
with policies including ‘euthanasia’. 

When he indicated his disagreement, 
they chortled.  And he realised that the 
fabled knitters – tricoteuses? – of the French 
revolutionary guillotine were not grim, old 
biddies but mesdames who laughed as 
heads rolled.

Add to this on ABC television from the 
National Press Club, spruiking euthanasia, 
that comedian for all causes, Andrew 
Christopher Denton. 

His headline grab ‘subterranean Catholic 
forces’ went with naming the Liberal and 
Labor MPs, Kevin Andrews and Brian 
Burke, as representative of those forces. 

True, Denton did modify the grab with 
the adverb ‘mainly’; in mitigation, it must be 
added, he spoke from the grief of witnessing 
the agonised death of his Jewish father, 
the writer known as Kit Denton.  But is 
euthanasia among the tenets of orthodox 
Judaism? 

During the ABC coverage, Denton 
derogated the Catholic Church’s control of 
most of the country’s palliative-care hospices 
without saying whether his father had the 
benefit of such care.

Celebrated as a non-conformist, 
Denton has conformed to the neo-puritan, 
politically correct mode of seeking to silence 
naysayers, above all the Catholic Church.   

The great distinction of Kit Denton, 
himself an ex-soldier, was to write a fictional 
version of Breaker Morant’s life and, after 
further research, realise he was wrong and 
write a factual history debunking his fiction. 

Exemplary conduct.  
© Austral-Media Pty Ltd 2016.
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We were young, we were merry, we  were  very, very wise, 
And the doors stood open at our feast; 

When there passed us a woman with the west in her eyes 
And a man with his back to the east.

FRIENDSHIP, FOOLERY AND POETRY

Belloc and Chesterton relaxing en famille

By Tony Evans

F  T H E  M A N Y 
v a r i e d ,  m u c h 
q u o t e d ,  a n d 
indisputably more 
important books by 
G. K. Chesterton, 
his Autobiography,  

(published posthumously), is 
perhaps the most loveable.   I 
write ‘loveable’ because here is 
where the author looks back over 
the years, and muses on 
the events, the friendships 
and the incidents in his 
life,  all of which tend 
to  reveal  Chesterton to 
be an amiable, wise, and 
amusing companion.

Chesterton was not 
the kind of writer to 
give us a conventional 
linear account of his 
life complete with 
dates and detailed 
facts.   Each chapter 
in the Autobiography is 
like a mini essay, the 
title defining the area 
covered – with titles 
such as: ‘Figures in 
Fleet Street’ (his life as 
a journalist); ‘The Case 
Against Corruption’ (an 
account of Chesterton’s 
involvement as a witness in the 
Marconi case); ‘The Crime of 
Orthodoxy’ (his spiritual journey 
into the Church),  and so on 
throughout sixteen chapters, or 
convenient divisions. 

One of those chapters, 
‘Friendships and Foolery’ is the 
main spur for this Annals article 
today. In Chapter 10,  under the 
title noted above,  Chesterton 
recounts an amusing incident at a 
time when the newlyweds, Mr & Mrs 
Gilbert Chesterton, were staying 
with the Bellocs in their Sussex 
home, Kingsland.1   Evidently it was 
winter time, cold, crisp and frosty. 

Belloc possessed an ancient tourer 
which had an open top – not an 
appropriate car for a winter’s  drive  
one may think.  

Belloc at his ebullient and 
provocative best insisted that the 

party set out to discover the source 
of the River Arun - one of the four 
rivers of Sussex.  It flows like the 
other three, the Adur, the Ouse 
and the Rother, north and south, 
thus dividing the county – into 
six ‘ rapes.’ or divisions. The term 
‘Rape’ is from the Latin ‘rapere,’ to 
plunder, to take or possess – in this 
case taking divisions of land put 
under the jurisdiction of William the 

Conqueror’s selected Norman 
barons.2  

Arun is the most westerly 
river with its famous much-
visited Arundel castle guarding 
the  river valley.  Arun can be 
found close to Belloc’s beloved 
home, ‘Kingsland’.  He was 
often  to write in glowing 
praise of the Arun, thus we 
can understand why, for him, 
finding its source was such a 
worthy enterprise.

Let’s turn for a moment 
from topography to imagining 
that hilarious Edwardian 
scene of the four friends in 
the open tourer, all  rugged 
up in furs and scarves against 
the cold;  the two wives, their 
patience over-extended and not 
entirely enjoying the fun, nor in 
sympathy with Belloc’s peculiar 

enthusiasm.  As Chesterton explains, 
both he and Belloc were fond of 
cold weather but ‘my wife and his 
wife who was a very charming 
Californian, were not .’

In spite of the cold the 

for loverS of CheSterBelloC
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expedition was evidently a success 
as Chesterton goes on to explain:  
‘We did find the place where the 
Arun rose in the hills; and it was 
indeed, of all the sights I have seen, 
one of the most beautiful; I might 
almost say, the most classical.  For 
it rose in a (partly frozen) pool in 
a small grove of slender trees silver 
with frost that looked, somehow, 
like the pale and delicate pillars of 
a temple.’

Having achieved the object 
of the expedition Belloc turned 
his attention to the discomfort 
of his women guests.  By way of 
recompense he insisted that the 
travellers repair to a neighbouring 
inn, with which, we may be 
sure, Belloc was already familiar. 
Tumblers of hot rum were ordered, 
but as Chestertom muses,  ‘the 
remedy was regarded with almost as 
much distaste as the disease.’

Whether Belloc consumed more 
than one tumbler of rum we do 
not know but evidently he was in 
a boisterous, elevated mood on the 
journey home to Kingsland. For, in 
true Bellocian manner, as the car 
sped along, he sang over and over 

again at the top of his voice to his 
fellow passengers - and anyone one 
else who happened to be passing 
in the street,   a fragment of verse 
which appealed to him: 

‘We were young, we were merry, 
we  were  very, very wise,

And the doors stood open at our 
feast;

When there passed us a woman 
with the west in her eyes

And a man with his back to the 
east’.

When they arrived back at the 
house that cold night, instead of 
immediately warming themselves 
by the fire, Belloc threw open the 
door and insisted that his guests 
come into the garden to look up 
at the clear frosty starlight through 
a telescope and ‘see God making 
energy.’   The ladies declined ‘in 
terms of not a little humour.’

But Belloc being Belloc, had not 
forgotten his duty of hospitality 
and the evening ended  ‘with a 
magnificent feast of wine and in a 
glow of gaiety.’

Chesterton concludes the episode 
by admitting that ‘some of us 
were much more interested in the 

barometer than the telescope’.   One 
of the party – could it have been 
Frances Chesterton? – responded 
with a parody of Belloc’s singing:

We were cold, we were bitter, we 
were very nearly dead,

And the doors stood open by 
desire,

And there faced us a woman with 
a cold in her head

And a man with his back to the 
fire. 

Before we close the account 
of the eccentric search for the 
source of the River Arun, there 
remains  the intriguing question of 
the provenance of the song which 
Belloc proclaimed to the passing 
world as they drove along the lanes 
of Sussex. 

It was in fact a poem by the 
Victorian poet-novelist Mary 
Coleridge entitled Unwelcome – the 
title no less opaque  than the poem 
itself.   Mary Coleridge (1861-1907) 
was  a member of a distinguished 
literary family, a great-great grand-
niece of Samuel Taylor  Coleridge 
of Rime of the Ancient Mariner fame.   
Mary was a friend of – among 
others – Robert Browning and 
Alfred Lord Tennyson. She wrote 
around 250 poems described by 
fellow poet, friend and critic, Robert 
Bridges, as ‘startling, challenging,  
and disturbing,’   Much of her 
poetic work was mystical and for 
this reason appealed only to a select 
coterie of readers.  

Why Belloc should know Mary 
Coleridge’s work and committed 
Unwelcome to memory so soon after 
publication, is yet further evidence 
of his vast reading, his memory and 
his erudition.

Tony eVans was a producer with the ABC for many 
years and is now a freeelance writer living in the 
U.K. He has published four historical biographies, 
the latest being a biography of the nineteenth 
century Catholic architect William Wardell. 

1. Chesterton gives no dates in his Autobiography.   We 
can only guess when this incident took place.   The 
Chestertons were married in June 1901       It is 
reasonable to suppose, therefore, that their visit to 
Kingsland would have been within a year of this 
date. Chesterton’s Autobiography was first published in 
January 1937 within a year of his death.  Subsequently 
reprinted,  and currently available  in  modern paper-
back editions 

2. For a full explanation and history of the Sussex 
rapes, see Hilaire Belloc, The County of Sussex, Cassell, 
London 1936, pp 85-86 et seq.

Family Quarrel

LANDULF OF AQUINO, a heavy feudal fighter typical of 
the times, rode in armour behind the imperial banners, 

and attacked a monastery, because the Emperor regarded the 
monastery as a fortress held for his enemy the Pope. Later, we 
shall see the same feudal Lord sent his own son to the same 
monastery; probably on the friendly advice of the same Pope. Later 
still, another of his sons, entirely on his own, rebelled against the 
Emperor, and went over to the armies of the Pope. For this he 
was executed by the Emperor, with promptitude and despatch. I 
wish we knew more about that brother of Thomas Aquinas who 
risked and lost his life to support the cause of the Pope which was 
in all human essentials the cause of the People. He may not have 
been a saint; but he must have had some qualities of a martyr. 
Meanwhile, two other brothers, still ardent and active apparently in 
the service of the Emperor who killed the third brother, themselves 
proceeded to kidnap another brother, Thomas, because they did 
not approve of his sympathy with the new social movements in 
religion. That is the sort of tangle in which this one distinguished 
medieval family found itself. It was not a war of nations, but it was 
a rather widespread family quarrel.

– St Thomas Aquinas, by G.K.Chesterton 
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Book Theft in the Middle Ages
IT MUST HAVE taken some bravado in the Middle Ages to steal or 
trade in a book if you really anticipated the curse of God for doing 
so. There is a thirteenth-century Augustine in the Bodleian with the 
ownership inscription of Robertsbridge Abbey in Sussex (‘Liber 
sancte Marie de Ponte Roberti) and a double anathema against 
stealing the book, beside which Bishop John Grandison (d. 1369), 
has then added, in Latin, ‘I, John, bishop of Exeter, do not know 
where the said house is; and I did not steal this book but acquired it 
by legal means.’

The fact of chaining books and the fact (especially) of writing 
curses implies the very real possibility that books might actually 
be stolen. It suggests too that there was a market for second-hand 
books with unclear title, and also, of course, that the expected 
thieves were literate enough to understand the inscriptions. While 
many people have written about chains and indeed about curses, I 
am not aware that anyone has ever collected references to actual 
thefts of books in the Middle Ages.

An authentic example of a theft of a Bible took place in 
Reading Abbey in 1253. On approximately 27 July that year, a 
small manuscript Bible went missing from the cloister. It had 
been acquired by the library at Reading about five years earlier 
with the bequest of Alwred of Dover. In fact, another volume is 
still extant from Alwred’s same bequest and it contains the 
injunction: `Whoever steals or makes off with this book will be 
cursed.’ Doubtless the missing Bible also contained a similar 
threat. First of all, the monks searched the monastery and the 
book was not found. Then the bishop of Salisbury was informed, 
and he published a decree of excommunication throughout the 
archdeaconery of Berkshire against the unknown culprit or anyone 
knowingly receiving the missing book. Still no result. Finally, after 
five months, a circular letter was sent by the sacristan round 
to other monasteries describing the manuscript in some detail, 
both in size (it was stated to be 1½ palms high) and in its precise 
components, begging that if the book was unwittingly purchased by 
another institution, or was offered as security for a loan, the abbey 
would refund the price without question as long as the volume was 
returned to Reading. This tells us that it had a commercial value. 
As far as we know, the manuscript never turned up.

There was a happier outcome at the Abbey of St-Hubert, in 
Luxembourg, in about 1012. The monastery’s Golden Psalter, 
which had been given to them by the emperor Lothair, was stolen. 
As at Reading, an anathema was issued in the local province, and 
so the thief took the book into France and sold it in Toul, far to the 
south. It was bought by a woman called Heilewide as a present 
for her ten-year-old son, named Bruno, who, to his mother’s 
disappointment, was unable to read it. In the meantime, the decree 
of excommunication against possession of the stolen book was 
promulgated throughout the empire, and Heilewide learned of it. 
She hurried with her son to the abbey, and begged forgiveness for 
unknowingly buying the Psalter, and she returned it. In exchange 
the monks presented her with a Sacramentary, which she later 
gave to the abbey of Givet. We know of the story because the boy, 
Bruno, grew up to become Pope Leo IX.

- Christopher de Hamel, ‘Book Thefts in the Middle Ages,’ in Against the Law: Crime, Sharp 
Practice and the Control of Print, Oak Knoll Press, 2004, pp.2-3. 
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In the case of an intrinsically unjust law, such as a law permitting abor-
tion or euthanasia, it is therefore never licit to obey it, or to ‘take part in a 
propaganda campaign in favour of such a law or vote for it. … Christians 
have a ‘grave obligation of conscience not to cooperate formally in practices 

which, even if permitted by civil legislation, are contrary to God’s law.’ 

PRO-ABORTION CATHOLIC’S

AND THE SACRAMENT OF THE EUCHARIST

By George J. Marlin 

ANY READERS 
of this web site 
[ s t r e e t c o r n e r 
conservative.com] 
were surpr ised 
t o  l e a r n  t h a t 
in  Ju ly,  2004 , 

then-Cardinal Ratzinger issued 
a statement on civil authorities 
and their worthiness to receive 
Holy Communion.  This comes 
as  no surpr i se  because the 
liberal media, to protect the 
pro-abortion and nominal Catholic 
presidential candidate John Kerry, 
chose to ignore the Holy See’s 
pronouncement.

Streetcornerconservative.com is 
pleased to present the entire text 
of Cardinal Ratzinger’s ‘Worthiness 
to Receive Holy Communion, 
General Principles.’ Reader’s should 
note that Ratzinger’s statement 
pulled the rug out from under 
the proponents of the ‘seamless 
garment’ argument by making it 
perfectly clear that not all moral 
issues have the same moral weight 
as abortion and euthanasia.  

‘There may be,’ he declared, ‘a 
legitimate diversity of opinion even 
among Catholics about waging war 
and applying the death penalty, 
but not, however, with regard to 
abortion and euthanasia.’  When it 
comes to abortion, death penalty, 
or the war in Iraq, only abortion is 
intrinsically wrong.

On the death penalty and the 
war, Ratzinger confirmed that the 
Church does not hold a univocal 
view.  While it is true that the late 
Pope John Paul II and the U.S. 
bishops opposed the death penalty, 
they never decried the Church’s 
stand on capital punishment.  In 
fact, in a 1980 pastoral letter, the 
American bishops insisted that 
‘the state has the right to take the 
life of a person guilty of a serious 
crime.’  Catholics are free to oppose 
using the death penalty in particular 
situations, but Catholics are not free 
to condemn it in the name of the 
Church as always morally wrong.

Similarly, while the Holy See 
opposed the U.S. invasion of Iraq, 
Catholics are free to use prudential 
judgment in determining if it was 
just.  The U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops (USCCB) has 
stressed that ‘reasonable people 
can disagree about the necessity of 
using force’ to overthrow Saddam. 

Here’s the 2004 memorandum 
from the Holy See:

Worthiness to Receive  
Holy Communion

General Principles  
by Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger

1. Presenting oneself to receive 
Holy Communion should be 
a conscious decision, based 
on a reasoned judgment 
regarding one’s worthiness 
to do so, according to the 
Church’s objective criteria, 
asking such questions as: ‘Am 
I in full communion with the 
Catholic Church? Am I guilty 
of grave sin? Have I incurred a 
penalty (e.g. excommunication, 
interdict) that forbids me to 
receive Holy Communion? 
Have I prepared myself by 
fasting for at least an hour?’ 
The practice of indiscriminately 
presenting oneself to receive 
Holy Communion, merely as a 
consequence of being present 
at Mass, is an abuse that must 
be corrected (cf. Instruction 
‘Redemptionis Sacramentum,’ 
nos. 81, 83).

2. The Church teaches that 
abortion or euthanasia is 
a grave sin. The Encyclical 
Letter Evangelium vitae, with 
reference to judicial decisions 
or civil laws that authorize 
or promote abortion or 
euthanasia, states that there is 
a ‘grave and clear obligation to 

SaCraMentS and life
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oppose them by conscientious 
objection. […] 

In the case of an intrinsically 
unjust law, such as a law 
permitting abortion or 
euthanasia, it is therefore never 
licit to obey it, or to ‘take part 
in a propaganda campaign in 
favour of such a law or vote for 
it’’ (no. 73). Christians have a 
‘grave obligation of conscience 
not to cooperate formally in 
practices which, even if permitted 
by civil legislation, are contrary 
to God’s law. Indeed, from the 
moral standpoint, it is never licit 
to cooperate formally in evil. 
[…] This cooperation can never 
be justified either by invoking 
respect for the freedom of others 
or by appealing to the fact that 
civil law permits it or requires it’ 
(no. 74).

3. Not all moral issues have the 
same moral weight as abortion 
and euthanasia. For example, if 
a Catholic were to be at odds 
with the Holy Father on the 
application of capital punishment 
or on the decision to wage war, 
he would not for that reason 
be considered unworthy to 
present himself to receive 
Holy Communion. While the 
Church exhorts civil authorities 
to seek peace, not war, and 
to exercise discretion and 
mercy in imposing punishment 
on criminals, it may still be 
permissible to take up arms to 
repel an aggressor or to have 
recourse to capital punishment. 
There may be a legitimate 
diversity of opinion even among 
Catholics about waging war 
and applying the death penalty, 
but not however with regard to 
abortion and euthanasia.

4. Apart from an individual’s 
judgment about his worthiness 
to present himself to receive 
the Holy Eucharist, the minister 
of Holy Communion may find 
himself in the situation where 
he must refuse to distribute 
Holy Communion to someone, 
such as in cases of a declared 
excommunication, a declared 

interdict, or an obstinate 
persistence in manifest grave sin 
(cf. can. 915).

5. Regarding the grave sin of 
abortion or euthanasia, 
when a person’s formal 
cooperation becomes manifest 
(understood, in the case of 
a Catholic politician, as his 
consistently campaigning and 
voting for permissive abortion 
and euthanasia laws), his 
Pastor should meet with him, 
instructing him about the 
Church’s teaching, informing 
him that he is not to present 
himself for Holy Communion 
until he brings to an end the 
objective situation of sin, 
and warning him that he will 
otherwise be denied the 
Eucharist.

6. When ‘these precautionary 
measures have not had their 
effect or in which they were 
not possible,’ and the person 
in question, with obstinate 
persistence, still presents 
himself to receive the Holy 
Eucharist, ‘the minister of 
Holy Communion must refuse 
to distribute it’ (cf. Pontifical 
Council for Legislative Texts 

Declaration ‘Holy Communion 
and Divorced, Civilly Remarried 
Catholics’ [2002], nos. 3-4). 

This decision, properly speaking, is 
not a sanction or a penalty. Nor is 
the minister of Holy Communion 
passing judgment on the person’s 
subjective guilt, but rather is reacting 
to the person’s public unworthiness 
to receive Holy Communion due to 
an objective situation of sin.

[N.B. A Catholic would be guilty 
of formal cooperation in evil, and 
so unworthy to present himself for 
Holy Communion, if he were to 
deliberately vote for a candidate 
precisely because of the candidate’s 
permissive stand on abortion and/
or euthanasia. When a Catholic 
does not share a candidate’s 
stand in favour of abortion and/
or euthanasia, but votes for that 
candidate for other reasons, it 
is considered remote material 
cooperation, which can be permitted 
in the presence of proportionate 
reasons.]

george J. marlin is an editor of The Quotable Fulton 
Sheen and the author of The American Catholic Voter. 
His most recent book is Narcissist Nation: Reflections 
of a Blue-State Conservative. The above article is 
reprinted from streetcorner conservative.com, with 
permission. 

A ‘Modern’ Religion

THE [New Religions] rushed to a reconciliation with science, which 
was often only a premature surrender to science. They hastily 

divested themselves of anything considered dowdy or old-fashioned in 
the way of vesture or symbol. They claimed to have bright services and 
cheery sermons; the churches competed with the cinemas; the churches 
even became cinemas. In its more moderate form the mood was merely 
one of praising natural pleasures, such as the enjoyment of nature 
and even the enjoyment of human nature. These are excellent things 
and this is an excellent liberty; and yet it has its limitations. We do not 
really want a religion that is right where we are right. What we want is a 
religion that is right where we are wrong. In these current fashions it is 
not really a question of the religion allowing us liberty; but (at the best) of 
the liberty allowing us a religion. These people merely take the modern 
mood, with much in it that is amiable and much that is anarchical and 
much that is merely dull and obvious, and then require any creed to be 
cut down to fit that mood. But the mood would exist even without the 
creed. … They say they want a religion acceptable to science, when 
they would accept the science even if they did not accept the religion. 
They say they want a religion like this because they are like this already. 

— G.K.Chesterton, The Catholic Church and Conversion, London, 
Burns Oates & Washbourne, 1927, pp.94-95.
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MovieSEmbrace of the Serpent

In 1909, the European explorer, 
Theodor Koch-Gruneberg, travelled 
deep into the rainforest of Colombia 
by way of its main highway, the 
Amazon, searching not only for 
rubber and gold but the visionary 
Yakruna plant, and left a vivid diary 
of his journey.

Using this as his key story-
board, writer/director Ciro Guerra 
re-enacts that journey through Jan 
Bijvoet who plays Koch-Gruneberg 
with desperate strength as he and 
his guide meet a warrior shaman, 
Karamakate (Nilbio Torres), who 
agrees to aid them.

The instinctive power of the 
Torres performance is enhanced 
by the fact that he had seen 
neither movie vision nor a camera 
before.  From this Guerra and 
his cinematographer David 
Gallego conjure a black-and-white 
authenticity reminiscent of Robert 
Flaherty’s archetypal documentary , 
Nanook of the North.     

Not content, Guerra reprises the 
journey 39 years later through an 
American botanist, Richard Evans-
Schultes (Brionne Davis), who meets 
the older Karamakate played by 
Antonio Salvador Bolivar.

 Perhaps the most compelling 
segment in the 120-minute film is an 
encounter with a friar who maintains 
only a mad semblance of his mission 
– because he has become cut-off 
from the source of his authority: 
Rome.   

Ciro Guerra has created a 
masterpiece (on a reported, 
poor-box budget of $1. 4 million).

MHHHHNFFV.

Café Society

Writer/director Woody Allen 
mixes another of his nostalgia 
Martinis and narrates in tones that 
suggest he is over-indulging.  But 
in Jesse Eisenberg he has found 
a marvellous substitute for his 
younger self, disguised as a New 
York tenement kid, Bobby Dorfman, 
whose Uncle Phil (Steve Carrell), an 
actors’ agent, opens showbiz doors 
for him. 

And closes them when their 
desire cycles collide in quasi-
Restoration fashion: Bobby falls for 
Uncle Phil’s assistant Vonnie (Kristen 

Stewart); she rejects him to marry 
Phil leaving Bobby to marry Phil’s 
ex-wife Veronica (Blake Lively) for a 
whirl in a modish café.

Working towards his conclusion 
Allen adds a piquant element.  
Bobby’s brother Ben (Corey Stoll) a 
murderous crook, condemned to the 
electric chair, decides to covert from 
Judaism to Catholicism, earning 
the rebuke from a relative that you 
should stick with your given religion. 

All the cast play superlatively.  
Once again Allen shows his skill in 
adapting jazz as sound track music 
while maintaining the discreet 
bedroom conventions of old studio 
Hollywood.  

The production notes suggest the 
1930s.  Surely not.  The 1930s were  
‘Buddy can you spare, a dime’.  Or 
did the band, as on the good ship 
Titanic, play on?

TBAHHHSFFV.

Sing Street

The harp that once through Tara’s 
halls turns into a Fender guitar and 
the minstrel boy becomes a rock 
star in writer/director John (Once) 
Carney’s musical.

His boy is Conor (Ferdia Walsh-
Peelo) whose distressed parents 
remove him from a posh school and 
send him to a tougher Christian 
Brothers establishment.

There, to counter bullying and 
court Raphina (Lucy Boynton), he 
forms the band of the title (a pun 

on Synge Street where the school is 
situated).  He also hires a manager 
Darren (Ben Carolan) as naïve as 
himself and with help from Eamon 
(Mark McKenna) puts together a 
suite of songs.  

By way of fantasy sequences, 
Conor and his band realise their 
potential.  The final sequences where 
Conor and Raphina sail off in a half-
cabin cruiser in the wake of the ferry 
to England are a downer.  Isn’t there 
room for the likes of Conor and 
his band in Ireland?  Or Europe?  
Say, Hamburg where the Beatles 
tempered their talent.        

Other sequences are reminiscent 
of The Commitments.  But that’s 
Belfast; Sing Street is Dublin and in 
his end credits Carney includes the 
line, ‘For Brothers everywhere’.

MHHHSFFV. 

The Shallows

The outstanding aspect of this 
shark-bait thriller is the economy 
of means used by its director, 
Jaume Collet-Serra, to achieve his 
scarey ends.  In the archetypal Jaws, 
Spielberg worked through sudden 
shock; in The Shallows.  Collet-
Serra works through an incremental 
menace that permeates the movie’s 
86 minutes of running time. 

Playing a surfer, Nancy Adams, 
stranded off-shore, prey to a 
wounded shark, Blake Lively, cast 
against elegant type, is compelling 
as she weighs the odds on leaving 
a tidal reef for the relatively greater 
safety of a nearby navigation buoy.

She has seen the shark take others 
and has already been bitten herself.  
Her hope is a modern version of a 
message in a bottle: a GoPro camera 
on which she has recorded her 
plight.

To say more would be to diminish 
the effect won by Collet-Serra, 
cinematographer, Flavio Labiano, 
and editor Joel Negron, working 
from Anthony Jaswinski’s script, a 
model of taut writing. 

In what appears to be the 
remotest of locations, the only 
question is: can Nancy defeat the 
shark and survive? 

The only clue here: the shark does 
get to eat the buoy.

TBAHHHHNFFV.

By James Murray

Not 
interested

FROM THE whole eight 
centuries of the Muslim 

presence in Spain, only one 
document has survived that 
indicates any kind of interest 
in a European language’.
– Bernard Lewis, The Muslim Discovery 
of Europe, London Phoenix 1994, p.73.
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Absolutely Fabulous

The kindest thing to be said 
about this feature-movie comedy 
is that it has been too long in 
television rehearsal, given its start 
in the 1990s of the last century as 
a stretch-limo for Patsy (Joanna 
Lumley), Edina (Jennifer Saunders), 
Edina’s daughter Saffy (Julia 
Sawahla), her Mum (June Whitfield) 
and personal assistant Bubbles (Jane 
Horrocks).  

As a result its star duo deliver 
performances that are as flat as a 
Jeroboam of their favourite Bollinger 
left open in a Belgravia rubbish 
truck.   

The director is Mandie Fletcher 
who does what she can with 
the Saunders script aided by 
Barry Humphries who enlivens 
proceedings in dual roles as an 
ageing Lothario, who comes on 
like Sir Les Patterson’s cousin, 
and as Dame Edna.  Joan Collins 
contributes a wonderful sight gag 
and Kate Moss is the super model 
on whom the frail hide-and-seek plot 
turns.

Which brings us to the unkindest 
thing: if there is a feature-movie 
sequel, the title should be Resolutely 
Crapulous.   

MHHHNFFV.

Blood Father

Director Jean-Francois Richet 
introduces John Link who ekes out 
a living as a tattooist while acting as 
an Alcoholics Anonymous leader in a 
desert trailer-park. 

To create Link, Mel Gibson 
reaches into his memory bank 
and deploying his still formidable 
energy melds facets of Mad Max, 
Lethal Weapon and Brave Heart 
into his performance as he defends 
his wayward daughter, Lydia (Erin 
Moriarty) from the result of a drug-
deal gone kaput.  

The thrills are appropriately 
high-octane for a movie that is a 
prolonged commercial for Harley-
Davidson motorcycles.  

MA15+HHHNFFV.

Louder than Bombs

The posthumous exhibition of 
works by war photographer Isabelle 
Reed (Isabelle Huppert), killed in a 

domestic road accident, brings her 
elder son Jonah (Jesse Eisenberg) 
home to his grieving younger 
brother Conrad (Devin Druid) and 
their father Gene (Gabriel Byrne), a 
teacher who tries to connect with his 
sons. 

If only director Joachim Trier 
had been content to let his talented 
cast play along this storyline with 
appropriate flashbacks… As it is, 
he shreds the time frame and adds 
sub-plots about extra-marital affairs.  

True Trier creates powerful 
images of the locations in which 
Isabelle Reed shot her pictures.  But 
aiming for profound analysis, he, 
his co-writer Eskil Vogt and editor 
Olivier Bugge Coulté score merely 
portentous vacuity, symptomatic of 
filmmakers without confidence in 
their narrative and the power of their 
players. 

MHHHNFFV.  

Ghostbusters

The only thing missing from this 
high-decibel romp is a cameo for 
Germaine Greer whose book The 
Female Eunuch may be said to have 
inspired it. 

Director Paul Feig presents a 
definitive – and funnier – feminist 
version of the all-guy original, and 
stars (in order of impact) Kate 
McKinnon, Melissa McCarthy, Leslie 
Jones and Kristen Wiig.  

An additional fun element is 
spotting originals, such as Dan 
Ackroyd and Bill Murray, stealing 
scenes in supporting roles.

PGHHHSFFV

The Legend of Tarzan

Edgar Rice Burroughs boiled so 
many pots with 23 variations of his 
tale of a child, Tarzan, nurtured 
by an ape Kala, that he became a 
corporation.   If only director David 
Yates had been content with that 
original powerful tale. But he, with 
writers Adam Cozad and Craig 
Brewer, has added a trendy element: 
anti-colonialism in the Belgian 
Congo. 

This creates the need for a Belgian 
villain, Leon Rom (Christoph Waltz), 
and an American hero, George 
Washington Williams (Samuel L 
Jackson) as well as noble African 
Chief Mbongo (Djimon Hounsou).  

Shades of Joseph Conrad’s 
Heart of Darkness replace the bright 
influence on Burroughs of Rider 
Haggard’s yarn, King Solomon’s 
Mines.  And for some the Williams 
character may recall the Yeats line, 
‘the ghost of Roger Casement is 
beating at the door’.

Fear not. Tarzan, alias Lord 
Greystokes is still there with 
Alexander Skarsgard to provide 
muscle that shows special forces 
training.  As his Jane, Margot Robbie 
spends more time tied up to a ship’s 
rail than Pearl White ever did to a 
train track. 

The computer-generated 
menagerie, particularly the gorillas, 
that inhabit the jungle are more 
fearsome than any living animal. 

Bluntly, however, the pot-boiler 
mix may be too rich for some 
youngsters.

MHHHNFFV.

Our Kind of Traitor

Director Susanna White chooses 
to alter the opening of the John 
Le Carré novel.  What she loses in 
atmospheric subtlety, she gains in a 
dynamic, compelling performance by 
the great Stellan Skarsgard as Dimi, 
a rich crook aiming to exchange the 
risky samovars of Russia for what he 
believes are the cosy teas of England.

His chosen go-between is the 
English scholar Peregrine Makepiece 

Official 
Classifications key

G: for general exhibit ion; 
P G : p a r e n t a l  g u i d a n c e 
r e c o m m e n d e d  f o r 
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mature audiences 15 years and 
over; MA 15+: restrictions apply 
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R 18+: Restricted to adults,  
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Annals supplementary 
advice

SFFV: Suitable For Family Viewing; 
NFFV: Not For Family Viewing.
TBA:  classification to be 

announced
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possession of a good fortune must 
be in want of a wife.  

As in all her work Austen avoids 
the recusant Catholics who must 
have been part of her milieu.  In 
her History of England, she preferred 
witty fudge, remarking of Henry 
VIII: ‘Nothing can be said in his 
vindication but his abolishing 
Religious Houses and leaving them 
to the depredations of time has been 
of infinite use to the landscape of 
England in general.’

MHHHSFFV.

Suicide Squad 

Director David Ayer mines back-
number DC comics, adds a pinch of 
Robert Aldrich’s The Dirty Dozen and 
produces a helter-skelter adventure 
starring Will Smith as Deadshot, a 
jailbird who agrees to lead a squad 
of other jailbirds provided his 
beloved daughter gets a excellent 
education.

Their task, set by Amanda Waller 
(Viola Davis): the rescue of a lovely 
archaeologist (Cara Delevingne) held 
in thrall by a wicked enchantress.   

Deadshot’s chief offsider is an 
ex-psychiatrist Harley Quinn (Margot 
Robbie) who relies on a baseball bat 
rather than Freud to aid the rescue. 

Jared Leto does a turn as the 
evil Joker who despite everything 
beguiles Quinn.  To Ayer’s credit he 
does not attempt to wrap this high-
decibel hokum in tinsel.  The ending 
is grim and smoky enough to be a 
bonfire of mildewed comic books. 

MHHNFFV. 

BFG

Roald Dahl wrote Big Friendly 
Giant for his daughter Sophie and 
gave her name to the orphan heroine 
of his fantasy, played with admirable 
composure by Ruby Barnhill.  With 
a quantum of hi-tech help Sophie’s 
giant kidnapper is played by Mark 
Rylance who for years taught acting 
and is now displaying he can do 
powerfully what he used to teach.

Director Stephen Spielberg shows 
his accustomed masterly touch in 
reproducing all the charms of the 
story without losing the darker 
element which makes Dahl more akin 
to the Brothers Grimm than Hans 
Christian Andersen. 

PGHHHSFFV.

symbols.  David Field tops everyone 
with an outrageous turn as drug-
cum-gun dealer.   

Despite these farcical elements 
Forsythe does bring off a deeply sad, 
if predictable, ending in the sacrifice 
of the innocent Evan.

Comedy, be it ever so black, 
involves simplification and Forsythe 
achieves this by omitting the fuse to 
the situation, reported at the time: 
the provocation visitors to the beach 
addressed to women not attired as 
the visitors considered fitting.      

 MA15+HHHNFFV.   

Love and Friendship

Director Whit Stillman makes 
an elegant comedy of manners 
from Jane Austen’s early work, 
posthumously published as Lady 
Susan, about a merry widow in 
search of someone to keep her in 
the style to which she has become 
accustomed.   

As Lady Susan, Kate Beckinsale’s 
performance is so deft that it 
inspires the question for literary 
detectives: did William Makepiece 
Thackeray read Jane Austen’s early 
work before creating Becky Sharp in 
Vanity Fair?

As her friend Alice Johnson, an 
American exile, Chloe Sevigny is 
equivalently witty making the pair 
like a pair of exquisite but brittle 
porcelain figurines. 

In a splendid supporting cast, 
Tom Bennett is superlative as the 
dim-witted but rich ‘rattle’, Sir 
James Martin, who to Lady Susan’s 
satisfaction proves to be the truth 
universally acknowledged in Pride 
and Prejudice: that a single man in 

played by Ewan McGregor and it 
is no criticism of McGregor that he 
does not match Skarsgard.  No one 
could as he evinces ruthless control 
of his henchman with care for his 
wife and children.

Dima’s bargaining chip is a list of 
guilty names.  British intelligence in 
the person of Hector (Damian Lewis) 
is interested. 

But will Makepiece and his partner 
Gail (Naomi Harris) be able to 
control Dima and his family’s safe 
transit? 

Le Carré’s answer is in the 
thought that the British Secret 
Intelligence Service may offer tea but 
not always sympathy. 

MA15+HHHNFFV.

Lights out

No gloom, no schlock-horror, 
so it is not a peak of ingenuity for 
director David F. Sandberg to create 
a ghost who vanishes when the lights 
are turned on.  Alicia Vela-Bailey 
takes on the role of the ghost, and 
it fits her like, well, a ragged, black 
winding sheet.

The peerless Maria Bello comes 
on as Sophie, object of the ghost’s 
haunting, who passes on her fear 
to her children Rebecca (Teresa 
Palmer) and Martin (Gabriel 
Bateman) with only Rebecca’s 
boyfriend Bret (Alexander DiPersia) 
to suggest that a little sanity goes a 
long way

To little avail, Sandberg has aimed 
low and hits his target.

MHHNFFV

Down Under

Writer-director Abe Forsythe 
opens with archival footage of the 
Cronulla riots before proceeding to 
depict the riots as clashes between 
gangs of hothead hoons. 

One gang is led by Nick of 
Lakemba (Rahel Romahn); his 
followers include Hassim (Lincoln 
Younes), D-Mac (Fayssal Bazzi) and 
Uncle Ibrahim (Michael Denkha).

The other is led by larrikin Jason 
(Damon Herriman) who conscripts 
his mates Ditch (Justin Rosniak) and 
Stick (Alexander England) who has 
his Downs Sydrome cousin Evan 
(Chris Bunton) visiting.

A heritage Gallipoli Lee-Enfield 
and a toy scimitar figure as the gang 

SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD NO. 91  
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A priest visiting the 
sick in Peru

Through their hands, God’s hand caresses the earth...
Priests and religious are above all the apostles of Divine 
Mercy - and not merely during the extraordinary Year of Mercy 
that Pope Francis has proclaimed for the whole Church. They 
feed the hungry, comfort the grieving, endure injustice. They 
promote reconciliation and absolve the repentant from their 
sins. Day by day, through the works of spiritual and corporal 
mercy, they show people the Face of the Merciful God. ‘They’ 
are the priests and religious of the Catholic Church. Pope 
Francis has proclaimed an Extraordinary Year of Mercy, 
which is intended to be “a time of grace for the Church and 
to help render the witness of the faithful stronger and more 
effective.” It is surely also an occasion to reflect with great 
gratitude on the witness of those who proclaim this Mercy 
with their whole lives.
Throughout the world wherever the Church is poor, persecuted 
or threatened, there are tens of thousands of priests and 
religious daily living the ‘Yes’ they have already given to God.
It is vital that the indispensable work of priests and religious 
in Christ’s Holy Catholic Church and throughout the missions 
worldwide continues. The Catholic charity Aid to the Church 
in Need (ACN) is proud to help them in their efforts to make 
the world a better place. The average grant ACN gives to 
support priests and religious is between $200 - $500 but 
whatever you can afford will be enormously appreciated. 
ACN forwards the donations directly to the religious superiors 
in charge of the religious communities and congregations.
A complimentary Year of Mercy rosary designed by the 
Vatican rosary makers and blessed by Pope Francis will be 
sent out to all those who give a donation of $15.00 or more 
to support this cause and tick the box below.

Every confessor must accept the faithful as the father in 
the parable of the prodigal son. Confessors are called 
to embrace the repentant son who comes home and to 
express the joy of having him back again.

Chosen to be the 
Mother of the Son of 
God, Mary, from the 
outset, was prepared 
by the love of God 
to be the Ark of the 
Covenant between 
God and man. She 
treasured divine 
mercy in her heart 
in perfect harmony 
with her son Jesus.  
The red and white 
beads represent the 
rays of light of the 
Divine Mercy.
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[L]eaders in the United States, Germany, France, and the U.K. … seem 
more interested in ignoring their own cultural history and fragmenting their 

populations along religious and demographic lines. They have no end in sight, 
beyond seeking the endless “change” that is hallmark of the socialist mind, 

and are in that sense reckless with the fortunes of their own nations.

PUTIN 
By Jude P. Dougherty

E M O N I Z E D 
DA I LY  by  B i g 
Med i a ,  Rus s i an 
president Vladimir 
Putin alone stands 
for a morality that 
the  press  loves 

to denigrate. Indeed, he might be 
the best hope for the preservation 
of Western culture, acting as a 
counter to the atheism 
wh ich  the  cur ren t 
Administration seems 
to have declared the 
official religion of the 
United States. Putin is 
promoting the orthodox 
religion both for its 
own sake and for the 
purpose of unifying 
the Russian Federation. 
He  r e cogn i ze s ,  a s 
Christopher Dawson 
expressed it, that the 
“grea t  c iv i l i za t ions 
of the world do not 
p ro duce  the  g rea t 
religions as a kind of 
cultural by-product; in 
a very real sense the great religions 
are the foundations on which the 
great civilizations rest.”

Putin personifies virtues rarely 
found in the political class: honesty, 
piety, self-discipline, and depth of 
learning. When he first appeared 
on the international scene, he was 
called a “thug,” and then tarred 
and feathered with the KGB label, 
and later characterized as a liar 
and a dictator. Only lately has the 

press woken up to the fact that 
Putin is a major player on the 
world diplomatic scene. Despite 
that, the Wall Street Journal, New 
York Times and Washington Post 
habitually denigrate him with 
thoughtless adjectives that do little 
more than reflect the biases of 
their own editorial boards. They 
portray Putin and Russia as vague 

opponents to the West, without 
bothering to explain exactly how 
the man and his nation are a threat. 
And the shame of it all is that Big 
Media seldom meets with any 
contradiction to its daily lies about 
Russia and Putin.

Western attempts to destabilize 
Russia by supporting revolutions in 
the Ukraine and Syria so far have 
not achieved their goals. Only naïve 
policy wonks within the G-8 would 

believe that Putin would cede 
Crimea and the port of Sevastopol 
to a hostile government instantiated 
by Washington, any more than it 
would sanction the loss of access 
to the Mediterranean and Syria. 
Greatly to his credit, Putin has met 
these challenges with restraint, some 
believe with too much restraint, 
giving the impression of weakness 

as a foe not to be feared, 
whereas in fact he heads 
formidable military 
force. Putin took the 
blow when the Turks, a 
NATO power, downed a 
Russian Sukhoi Su-24, 
killing one of the pilots 
in a deliberate act of 
provocation.

Putin was not 
prepared for the Saudis 
and Iraqis to flood the 
market with an excess 
of oil in the past year, 
thus undermining his 
2016 budget, which 
was predicated on a 
price of $50 per barrel 

(the price now is hovering around 
$30 per barrel). The Russian 
economy is heavily reliant on the 
export of oil and natural gas, and 
plummeting prices have adversely 
affected the domestic economy. 
Putin understands that the Russian 
people are prepared for temporary 
hardship, and his popularity remains 
somewhere between 80 and 90 
percent among his countrymen. 
In recent years he has encouraged 

a different perSpeCtive

‘The great religions are the foundations on which the great civilizations rest’ 
– from ‘Religion and the Life of Civilization’ by Christopher Dawson, in The 

Quarterly Review, 1925. See his Progress and Religion, Sheed & Ward, 1938, 
p.245 and passim.
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the updating the manufacturing 
base within Russia to counter the 
variability and shocks of fuel prices 
on the world market, and to create 
an economy emancipated from its 
reliance on natural resources.

Putin is a man who knows his 
own country, is representing the 
interests of his own people, and 
will throw elbows in order to do so. 
He stands out in that regard in an 
era when the political classes in the 
West seem to have lost contact with, 
or concern for, the ordinary man in 
their societies. This especially true 
in the area of immigration policy, 
which serves as a bellwether for 
understanding the impulses of the 
ruling classes and how they regard 
their own citizens. In the West, 
the reluctance to control illegal 
migration has been accompanied by 
an insistence on “multiculturalism,” 
which appears to demand cultural 
division and the abandonment of a 
national identity. 

Putin, whose country in fact 
consists of many cultures, has little 
use for “celebrating” differences. 
While asserting, for example, 
that Russian Muslims “are an 
integral, full-fledged and full-
blooded part of the multinational 
and multiconfessional people of 
Russia,” he says that “[t]he great 
mission of Russians is to unite and 
bind our civilization. Language, 
culture and [spirit] are what bring 
. . . them together to form a type 
of state-civilization that does not 
have ‘ethnic persons’ and where 
differentiation between ‘us and 
them’ is determined by a common 
culture and shared values.” Putin 
adds, “[t]his civilizational identity 
is based on the preservation of a 
Russian cultural dominance, which 
flows not only from ethnic Russians, 
but all carriers of this identity 
regardless of nationality . . . it needs 
to be nourished, strengthened, and 
protected.”

Putin’s objectives are out there 
in front of his own people, in plain 
view, and he is very outspoken 
about them; his agenda is known. 
Contrast this with the silent agenda 
being waged by leaders in the 

United States, Germany, France, 
and the U.K., who seem more 
interested in ignoring their own 
cultural history and fragmenting 
their populations along religious 
and demographic lines. They have 
no end in sight, beyond seeking the 
endless “change” that is hallmark of 
the socialist mind, and are in that 
sense reckless with the fortunes 

of their own nations. Putin knows 
that he has something valuable to 
preserve, and is going about doing 
it, with the hearty approval of his 
own people.

proFessor Jude dougherTy is Dean Emeritus of the 
Philosophy Faculty, Catholic University of America 
and formerly Editor, The Review of Metaphysics, 
and General Editor, Series Studies in Philosophy and 
the History of Philosophy, Washington, D.C. He is a 
regular contributor to Annals.

Advice to a Friend:  
Make a study of Catholicism 

I SHOULD like you some day to make a study of Catholicism—I 
daresay you think it is a kind of obscurantist whim or fad which no 

intelligent modern person could possibly take seriously but I do not 
think you would think that if you studied the question. One great truth 
about it burst on me last year in New Zealand when I was reading a 
book of Mallock’s and which seemed to me to explain what had hitherto 
puzzled me in a million manifestations.  It is this … that in England the 
popular conception of Catholicism has been so distorted by familiarity 
with Protestantism that the true conception of Catholicism is something 
foreign to the English. The Protestant clergy talk as if Rome were a 
lapsed Protestant sect and are constantly attacking it for being false 
to doctrines that were never hers. And here I add, that it is not only the 
Protestant clergy but the Protestant-coloured agnostics, the Protestant-
influenced politicians, statesman, men of business, playwrights, 
novelists … and there are hints of it in your last books. 

They fail to see that the difference which separates them, says 
Matlock—or words to that effect—is not in any special dogma but in the 
authority in which all dogma root. Protestants basing their authority in 
the Bible think Catholics do also and abuse them for being traitors to 
their supposed profession. But the Catholic Church’s first doctrine is her 
own perpetual infallibility. She is inspired, she says, by the same spirit 
that inspired the Bible. The voice is equally the voice of God, and he 
goes on to say that looked on like this Rome must seem to Protestants 
a mass of superstitious dishonesty, and that this is the view that 
advanced thinkers have accepted. They have trusted the Protestants 
in nothing else but they have trusted them in this; they have taken the 
Protestants’ word for it, that Protestantism is more reasonable than 
Catholicism, and they think that if they have destroyed the former they 
have a fortiori destroyed the latter.

You may perhaps say, ‘Why should I pay the slightest attention to 
this thing? … Well, what I would answer to that is that Catholicism is 
the only real living religion at this moment that is influencing mature 
humanity. That it is a gigantic fact, that no discoveries of science which 
shake Bible-founded Protestantism or any Bible-founded sect to its 
foundation, have the slightest effect on it. It’s claim to infallibility is of 
such a nature when you understand it that no study of ecclesiastical 
history or of comparative mythology and no progress of criticism can 
possibly invalidate it.

And apart from this, as a code of philosophy and morals it is worth 
study, and apart from this as a living thing which in its day from time to 
time is engaging intelligent thinkers in all the different countries of the 
world. These are some of the reasons I think it worthy of study.

– Maurice Baring, ‘Letter to H. G. Wells,’ October 4, 1913: Maurice Baring: 
Letters, eds J. K. Hillgarth and J. Jeffs, Michael Russell, Norwich, 2007, 

quoted, The Chesterton Review (31/3&4, 2015) pp.409-411.
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