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℣. Happy the man 
who shows mercy 
and compassion. 
℟. He will be 
r e m e m b e r e d 
forever.
Versical [℣] and Response 
[℟] for the Office of Prime, 
in The Roman Breviary; 
from the Psalter for 
Tuesday in Week Four.  See 
Matthew, 5, 7.
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death of the Pope. The right hand of Moses seems to stroke 
his beard while with his arm he hugs the tablets of stone 
to himself, as if they were about to slip away from him. His 
left hand, with throbbing veins and tense muscles, seem 
to show him barely restraining his frustration when he 
found the Israelites worshipping the golden calf. Georgio 
Vasari, Michelangelo’s contemporary, and, as a young boy, 
his apprentice, wrote of Moses’s long beard that it seemed 
‘more the work of a brush than a chisel’. Of the statue 
Vasari wrote: ‘no other modern work will ever equal [it] 
in beauty’. It is said that when Michelangelo finished it, he 
hit it and ordered it to say something.

Back Cover:  Annals Australasia turns 128 years-old this 
year.  Help support Australia’s oldest and most popular 
Catholic journal by encouraging your friends and 
relatives to subscribe. Or send them a gift subscription for 
Christmas or the New Year. See page 13 of this issue for a 
gift subscription form.



MEET EVERYONE 
HALFWAY

Whether you eat or drink, 
or whatever you are doing, 
do all for the honour of 

God; give no offence to Jews or 
Greeks, or to the Church of God. 
For my part I always try to meet 
everyone halfway, regarding not 
my own good but the good of 
the many, so that they may be 
saved. Follow my example, as I 
follow Christ’s.

– St Paul of Tarsus, First Letter to the Christians of 
Corinth, 10, 31-11, 1. 
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A hymn as one approaches day’s end

O GENTLE JESUS,  
BE OUR LIGHT

SWEET Saviour, bless us e’er we go,
Thy word into our minds instil,
And make our lukewarm hearts to glow

With lowly love and fervent will.
Through life’s long day and death’s dark night,
O gentle Jesus, be our light.

THE DAY is done, its hours have run,
And thou hast taken count of all,
The scanty triumphs grace hath won,
The broken vow, the frequent fall.
Through life’s long day and death’s dark night,
0 gentle Jesus, be our light.

FOR ALL we love, the poor, the sad,
The sinful,— unto thee we call;
0 let thy mercy make us glad;
Thou art our Jesus and our All.
Through life’s long day and death’s dark night,
0 gentle Jesus, be our light.

Father Frederick Wiliam Faber 1814-1863, friend of Samuel Coleridge and John 
Henry Newman. He was received into the Catholic Church in 1845. He was one 
of the founders of the London Oratory. Yes, we know that this beautiful prayer 
has been featured in Annals before, but as many of our readers love to say it, we 
reprint it from time to time in case they mislay it. It is meant to be said at day’s 
end, a last prayer before sleep. 
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Without direct contact with his life and works, the Athenian public was subjected to 25 
years of attacks on Socrates. As a matter of fact, he’d spent his life opposing the kind of 

irresponsible intellectual he was portrayed as. But the court voted for his execution.

ST THOMAS MORE, SOCRATES AND 
BLESSED JOHN HENRY NEWMAN

By Brendan Purcell

OR MOST OF us, 
our first thoughts 
of St Thomas More 
have to do with the 
travesty of his trial, 
an earlier version of 
Andrey Vyshinsky’s 

show trials in the 
1930s or Roland 
Freisler’s People’s 
Court in the early 
1940s. 

I’d like very 
briefly to remember 
two other show 
trials—those of 
Socrates and of 
Blessed John Henry 
Newman, where, like 
St Thomas More, the 
lived truth of those 
who lost their cases 
is what we remember 
today, while the 
history books haven’t 
been kind to their 
accusers. 

In Plato’s dia-
logue, the Apology, 
Socrates is being 
tried by a court 
of 500 citizens on 
trumped up charges 
of atheism and 
corruption of the 
youth. 

What’s interesting 
for us is Socrates’ 
awareness that 
it’s much harder 
to defend himself 

against the media-generated 
perception of him than against the 
particular charges. Aristophanes, a 
comic playwright, had created in The 
Clouds an image of Socrates as just 
another idiotic and unprincipled 
intellectual on the make. 

Without direct contact with 
his life and works, the Athenian 
public was subjected to 25 years 
of attacks on Socrates. As a 
matter of fact, he’d spent his life 
opposing the kind of irresponsible 
intellectual he was portrayed as. 

But the court voted 
for his execution. And 
it is this vicarious 
participation in the 
more or less deliberate 
lies of others that 
marks out the shared 
ethical disorder of 
Athenian media and its 
administration of law. 

Plato has diagnosed 
what happened to 
Socrates in another 
dialogue, the Republic. 
He examines the 
situation where the 
most unjust man can 
hire the best media 
and legal experts to 
present himself as 
the most just person, 
at the same time 
defaming the most 
just person as the 
most unjust. While 
the just man wants 
not to seem, but to be, 
just, the unjust man 
wants to seem, not 
be, just. Socrates was 
presented as worthy 
of death, while those 
who’d been involved 
in politically motivated 

The World We live in

St Thomas More [1478-1535] was made Lord Chancellor of England by Henry 
VIII in 1529.  More resigned in 1532 in protest at Henry’s repudiation of  Queen 

Catherine. In 1534 he refused to accept the King as head of the Church in England 
and to take the Oath of Supremacy. He was beheaded on July 6, 1535.
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murders could present themselves 
as his just judges. 

The accent of reality has shifted 
so far from truth to the socially 
overpowering appearance: so 
the lie becomes the ‘truth’ of the 
society. Still, while Socrates wasn’t 
a Christian, what he said after 
his death sentence expresses the 
complete freedom of one whose 
soul is transparent before God: 
‘The hour of departure has arrived, 
and we go our ways—I to die, and 

you to live. Which is better God 
only knows.’ 

Another travesty of justice was 
the notorious libel action taken 
by ex-priest Giacino Achilli in 
1852 against Blessed John Henry 
Newman. Newman was lucky to 
escape jail, and fined the equivalent 
of $14,000, with costs of over a 
million and a half dollars in today’s 
money—though that was quickly 
raised by his supporters. A leading 
article in The Times expressed 

the views of a fairer subset of 
the public when it described the 
proceedings as:

‘ ... indecorous in their nature, 
unsatisfactory in their result, 
and little calculated to increase 
the respect of the people for the 
administration of justice or the 
estimation by foreign nations of 
the English name and character. 
We consider that a great blow has 
been given to the administration 
of justice in this country, and that 
Roman Catholics will henceforth 
have only too good reason for 
asserting that there is no justice 
for them in cases tending to 
arouse the Protestant feelings of 
judges and juries.’
Even more than Socrates, 

Newman had the utter freedom 
that comes from living in God: ‘O 
my Lord Jesus, low as I am in Your 
all-holy sight, I am strong in You, 
strong through Your Immaculate 
Mother, through Your saints and 
thus I can do much for the Church, 
for the world, for all I love.’

As he wrote to his daughter 
Margaret from the Tower, when his 
last hour arrived, St. Thomas More 
was certain he’d never be able to 
see his martyrdom through on the 
basis of his own strength, but only 
through God›s power working in 
him: 

‘Yea, and though I should 
feel my fear even at point to 
overthrow me too, yet shall I 
remember how St. Peter with a 
blast of wind began to sink for 
his faint faith, and shall do as he 
did, call upon Christ and pray him 
to help. And then I trust he shall 
set his holy hand unto me, and in 
the stormy seas hold me up from 
drowning.’
In their different ways, Socrates, 

St Thomas, and Blessed John 
Henry Newman, were possessed 
of complete confidence in God’s 
immediate support for them in the 
face of the apparently victorious 
power of legal and media elites. 
And we pray for God’s support for 
all in similar circumstances today.

Father Brendan Purcell is a Catholic priest in the 
Archdiocese of Sydney. The above was a homily he 
preached at a Mass celebrated for the St Thomas More 
Society in St Mary’s Cathedral, on July 18 this year.
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Over its almost 10 years duration, that war is estimated to have cost the 
USSR $96 billion. The US, on the other hand, spent little more than $2 
billion, without a single US soldier putting a foot in the country. Up till 
then. But it had sown seeds of hate that will take decades to eradicate.

THE AFGHAN TRAP
Ignored or forgotten roots of Islamic radicalization

By Paul Stenhouse

r e e k m y t h o lo gy 
w a r n e d  u s 
millennia ago not 
to open Pandora’s 
Box,1 and there 
is an old Arabic 
proverb, or it may 

be just a proverb in Arabic, that I’m 
fond of quoting, about ‘not untying 
the tethered elephant’.2  

William Shakespeare’s Julius 
Caesar3 has an anguished Mark 
Antony crying out: ‘Let slip the dogs 
of War ! ’ and Shakespeare, in Henry 
V, warns anyone foolish enough to 
‘let slip’ i.e. unleash, these ‘dogs of 
war,’ that they have names, and their 
names were ‘famine,’ ‘sword’ and 
‘fire’.4 These days, however, they go 
by the names of ‘al-Qaeda,’ ‘Taliban,’ 
and ‘ISIS’.

US and Western 
Foreign Policy 
seems adept at 
untying elephants; 
and having untied 
them, at being 
unable to spot 
them in the room 
as they rampage 
around, wreaking 
destruction.

The nine-year 
military occupation 
of Afghanistan by 
Soviet Russian 
military forces from 
December 1979 to 
February 1988, is a 
case in point. 

It was not at all what it appeared 
to be, any more than were the 
subsequent US and Western 
sponsored wars in Iraq, Libya or 
Syria. 

In July 1979 the CIA – not the 
US military – began to fund and 
arm Afghan Islamic insurgents, the 
so-called mujahidun, against the 
pro-Russian government in Kabul, 
with the intention of provoking 
Soviet intervention in Afghanistan.5 

The very term ‘mujahidun’ – 
which means ‘Islamic fighters 
waging a jihad’ – should have 
warned the Carter Administration 
to exercise prudence and caution 
before arming and training them, 
and before accepting the aid of 
Saudi Arabia, China and Pakistan in 
doing it.   

The United States supplied 
funds, weapons and general 
supervision. Saudi Arabia 
matched United States financial 
contributions, and China’s 
government sold and donated 
weapons. But the dominant 
operational role on the front 
lines belonged to Pakistan’s ISI 
(the Inter-services Intelligence 
Directorate), which insisted on 
control.6 
In an interview, years later, with 

the French weekly newspaper Le 
Nouvel Observateur,7   Zbigniew 
Brzezinski, U.S President Carter’s 
National Security Adviser at the 
time, was asked to confirm that the 
US had in fact, started to support 
the Islamist fighters six months 
before the Soviets invaded, and not 
in response to that invasion. 

B r z e z i n s k i 
admitted that the 
official version 
that the CIA only 
started helping the 
insurgents in early 
1980 was false. He 
added

‘on July 3, 
[1979] President 
Carter signed 
the first directive 
about clandestine 
assistance to 
opponents of the 
pro-Soviet regime 
in Kabul. That 
same day I wrote 
a note to the 
President in which 

Pandora’s box

A suicide bomber killed 15 people, most of them policemen, outside a polio 
eradication centre in Pakistan’s western city of Quetta on January 13, 2016.  They 

were to provide an escort for vaccination workers, in a drive to immunise children.
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I explained to him that, in my 
opinion, this aid would help bring 
about military intervention by the 
Soviets.’
When Le Nouvel Observateur 

asked if this wasn’t tantamount to 
‘provoking’ the Soviets to intervene, 
he replied: ‘We didn’t push the 
Russians to intervene, but we 
knowingly increased the probability 
that they would.’

And they did. 
Brzezinski was then asked 

whether he regretted having 
‘provoked’ the Soviets into 
intervening.  To this he replied: 

‘What’s to regret? That secret 
operation was an excellent idea. It 
drew the Russians into the Afghan 
trap, and you want me to regret 
it? . . .  When the Soviets officially 
crossed the frontier I wrote to 
President Carter along these lines, 
“We’ve now got a chance to give 
the Soviet Union its Vietnam 
War”.’
In retrospect, that allegedly 

‘excellent idea’ helped bring about 
the deaths of over one million 
Afghans between 1979 and 1988; 
it led to almost five million refugees 
fleeing Afghanistan, and two million 
others being displaced internally. 
Three million Afghans – mostly 
civilians – were wounded. 14,500 
Russian soldiers died, and 35,000 
were wounded. No US military 
personnel were involved, but 
behind the scenes, members of the 
Carter Administration and the CIA 
were pulling the strings. 

Many thousands of the sons of 
those refugees and the displaced 
Afghans would eventually come 
back to haunt the US and their 
allies,8 returning to Afghanistan 
as members of the Taliban, after 
receiving Islamist tuition and 
radicalization from Deobandi 
madrasas in Pakistan. 

The Deobandis were and 
still are much influenced by the 
Wahhabi version of Islam spread 
worldwide by Petro-dollars from 
the apparently bottomless pockets 
of the Saudis. The latter were, as 
was stated above, matching dollar 
for dollar the US funding of the 
Islamic fighters, among whom was 

Osama bin Laden, self-confessed 
mastermind of the horrors of 9/11.9

Andrew Hartman, in a paper 
that described graphically the 
cold calculus of US decision 
makers, points out that Afghanistan 
remained a country of relative 
unimportance to the USA, or so 
it seemed; and the US decision 
to finance and arm the most 
fundamentalist and dangerous 
Muslim fighters that could be 
rounded up, is a decision that 
continues to shake the world:

This blatant disregard for the 
people of Afghanistan is nothing 
new. For basic security purposes—
beyond the morality issue that US 
leaders will not stoop to discuss 
unless it supports their policy—
this disregard has always been 
a big mistake. The mujihadin 
[sic!] of the 1980s may have 
been cannon fodder for US 
interests, but . . . Afghanistan 
became a launching pad for jihad 
worldwide, and the U.S.A., with 
its overreaching geopolitical goals, 
became the target. Too much 
attention to money, trade and 
oil, and not enough attention to 
the capabilities of a well-trained 
and well-armed fanatical religious 

group, made for bad policy. None 
of us is the safer for the US role 
in Soviet-occupied Afghanistan.10

Over the years the numbers of 
radicalized foreigners involved in 
some way with the mujahidun in 
Afghanistan is estimated to have 
grown to more than 100,000.11  
Many of these were to fight in Iraq, 
and Libya, and more recently, in 
Syria.  This was predicted.

Into the political vacuum 
left by 20 years of war and the 
collapse of stable government 
has marched a new generation of 
violent fundamentalists, nurtured 
and inspired by the Taliban’s 
unique Islamist model. Thousands 
of foreign radicals now fighting 
alongside the Taliban in 
Afghanistan are determined to 
someday overthrow their own 
regimes and carry out Taliban-
style Islamist revolutions in their 
homelands.12

In the light of the tragic events 
of 9/11, and granted the ongoing 
lamentable record of US and allied 
involvement in a country riven by 
bloody civil-war, an endless supply 
of arms, and export of drugs, one 
can only regret that the CIA didn’t 
more thoroughly consider the long-
term consequences of provoking a 
Soviet intervention in Afghanistan, 
before they started funding 
and arming local and foreign 
mujahidun to harass the Communist 
government there.

The Soviets seem to have read 
the signs of the times better than 
the US. The fall of the Shah on 
January 16, 1979 and the return 
of the Ayatollah Khomeini from 
exile in Paris to power in Iran 
on February 1, 1979, along with 
extremist jihadi groups appearing in 
Afghanistan, boded ill for security 
in the central Asiatic republics of 
the then-USSR.  The Russians were 
reluctant to allow Afghanistan to fall 
to Islamist extremists because of the 
probable long-term consequences 
for the region.  Their fears were 
justified.

By covertly aiding the Islamic 
insurgents, it was the Americans 
who fell into what Brzezinski so 
aptly called ‘the Afghan trap.’   

So Much for 
Democracy

AMERICAN POLITICS is 
essentially a family affair, 

as are most oligarchies. When 
the father of the Constitution, 
James Madison, was asked 
how on earth any business 
could get done in Congress 
when the country contained a 
hundred million people whose 
representatives would number 
half a thousand, Madison took 
the line that oligarchy’s iron law 
always obtains. A few people 
invariably run the show; and 
keep it, if they can, in the family.

– Gore Vidal, ‘Democratic Vistas,’ The 
Nation, January 8, 2001. Gore Vidal, 1925-

2012, was a prolific novelist, playwright 
and essayist, and one of the great stylists 

of contemporary American prose.
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<> <> <>
There have been almost 2,400 

US military deaths in Afghanistan 
since 2001 when the US invaded, 
in the wake of 9/11. 20,049 military 
personnel have been wounded in 
action. President Trump authorised 
an additional 4,000 US forces 
to Afghanistan in 2017.22 This is 
the longest war in US history.  
About 11% of the adult homeless 
population in the USA are military 
veterans.23

41 Australian soldiers have 
been killed and 261 wounded in 
Afghanistan, the majority since 
October 2007.  We were unable to 
obtain a figure for the percentage 
of military veterans among our 
homeless adults, but many of them 
suffer from homelessness, family 
break-up, inability to find work 
and post-traumatic stress disorder 
[PTSD]. 95 Australian veterans 
committed suicide between 2011 
and November 2015.24

1. See Erga kai Hemerai, or ‘Works and Days,’ a poem  by 
the Greek poet Hesiod, written c.700 bc.

2. Kitab al-Tarikh, by Abu al-Fath, translation: Paul 
Stenhouse, Sydney, Mandelbaum Press, 1985, p. 28.

3. Act iii, scene 1, line 273.
4. Prologue to Henry V.
5. See From the Shadows, 2006, Simon and Schuster, by 

Robert Gates, former Director of the CIA. 
6. Steve Coll, ‘Anatomy of a Victory: CIA’s covert Afghan 

War,’ Washington Post. July 20, 1992,, p.A12, quoted 
Charles Cogan, ‘Partners in Time: the CIA and 
Afghanistan since 1979,’ World Policy Journal, summer 
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10. ‘The Red Template’: US policy in Soviet-occupied 

Afghanistan’ Third World Quarterly, (23/3 2002) 
p.485.

11. Ahmad Rashid, ‘The Taliban: Exporting Extremism’ 
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12. Ibid.
13. ‘The Wilder Shores of Politics,’ International Journal, 
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veterans are homeless and alone,’ The Daily Telegraph, 
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Americans woke up to the danger 
only in 1993, when Afghan-trained 
Arab militants blew up the World 
Trade Center in New York, killing 
six people and injuring 1,000. 
The bombers believed that, just 
as Afghanistan had defeated one 
superpower – the Soviet Union – 
they would defeat a second18.
Readers may well wonder 

what might have happened in 
Afghanistan if the US had not 
intervened by arming and training 
the mujahidun, and especially 
by drawing the Soviets into the 
conflict.  Would the Russians 
have turned the tables on the US, 
defeated the jihadists and been the 
first foreign power in centuries to 
control the country through their 
surrogates in Kabul?  

Some Americans analysts did 
seem surprised in 1980 to discover 
that having enticed the Soviets 
into their trap, they may have put 
a potentially victorious Moscow 
within striking distance of the 
Persian Gulf, with the possibility of 
a straight run through Afghanistan 
to the Indian Ocean, and the Asian 
sub-continent.19

What would have happened if 
Carter had won the Presidential 
election in 1980? The indications 
are that like Reagan, Carter would 
have ensured that the mujahidun 
were well-trained and well-armed 
– oblivious of the Islamic fighters’ 
long-term goal of fighting the 
US and their allies after they had 
driven the Russians out of the 
country.20

During his interview with Le 
Nouvel Observateur, President Jimmy 
Carter’s National Security Adviser 
Zbigniew Brzezinski was asked: 

‘Don’t you regret having 
favoured Islamic fundamentalists; 
and having given weapons and 
training to future terrorists?’  
Brzezinski replied: 

‘What’s more important 
with regard to world history: a 
few excitable Islamists or the 
liberation of Central Europe and 
the end of the Cold War? … it is 
said that the West should have 
a Global Politic with regard to 
global Islamism. This is foolish. 
There is no global Islamism.’21

Over its almost 10 years 
duration, that war is estimated to 
have cost the USSR $96 billion. 
The US, on the other hand, spent 
little more than $2 billion, without 
a single US soldier putting a foot in 
the country. Up till then. 

But it had sown seeds of hate 
that will take decades to eradicate.

It would be sad beyond words 
if there were to be some truth in 
what Sociologist Claudio Véliz 
said of certain members of the 
US intelligentsia – that they are 
‘generally far happier when hated 
than when ignored’.13

Some analysts, like Thomas 
Friedman, assure us that ‘the super-
empowered angry men [terrorists] 
have no specific ideological 
program or demands. Rather 
they are driven by a generalized 
hatred of the US, Israel and other 
supposed enemies of Islam.’14

Osama bin Laden, killed 
by US Navy SEALS on May 1, 
2011, disagreed. He wrote to the 
American allies on November 12, 
2002: ‘Just as you kill, so you shall 
be killed; just as you bomb, so you 
shall be bombed. And there will 
be more to come.’15 Bin Laden’s 
list of grievances, highly itemised – 
not at all generalized – goes for 275 
pages.16  

What happened in Afghanistan 
from 1979 to 1988 is reminiscent 
of Churchill’s aiding the Partisans 
in Yugoslavia during WWII despite 
the inevitability of a Communist 
government in Yugoslavia after the 
war.  

Without any monitoring by 
the CIA most of the U.S. weapons 
were given to mujahidun who were 
openly dedicated to setting up an 
Islamic and anti-American regime in 
Kabul when the Russians left. 

And after the Russians left, the 
US weapons for the mujahidun kept 
coming.17  

The camps in Pakistan and 
Afghanistan where they [the 
mujahidun] trained became 
virtual universities for promoting 
pan-Islamic radicalism in Algeria, 
Egypt, Yemen, Sudan, Jordan, 
the Philippines, and Bangladesh. 
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THE POST-TRUTH ERA

TRADITIONAL publishers can only look on in wonder and envy 
as audiences and revenues continue to dribble away to Silicon 
Valley upstarts. Millennials who in a previous era might have 

toiled away as obsequious newsroom interns are now captains of 
all they survey, whilst the media barons of old write off the value of 
their declining assets and calculate how to unload what’s left.

It’s a sorry picture and it’s tempting to just throw in the towel 
and join forces with the devil -- as indeed many media companies 
have done by signing on to share content on Facebook and other 
channels that offer large audiences but modest financial returns. 
Of course, Facebook and its contemporaries are only doing what 
print publishers themselves used to do so well -- providing limited 
access to their audiences for a high price and with most of the value 
accruing to the audience owner rather than the business partner. 
But now the tables have turned and it’s Facebook and its peers who 
have all the leverage whilst publishers chirp for scraps.

The one saving grace for traditional publishers may be the 
aftermath of the US presidential election and the dawning 
realisation that Facebook allowed itself to be totally gamed by bad 
actors seeking to flood users’ news feeds with junk and falsehoods. 
Suddenly in 2016 we are appreciating that although connectivity is 
greater than ever, news literacy is perhaps lower than ever as many 
users seem unable to discern between absolute fabrication and real 
journalism.

Media outlets with lesser scruples and partisan agendas pump 
out content without regard to objectivity or veracity. And as the 
fake news spreads, the views of many users only harden until they 
reserve their greatest antipathy and mistrust for the most storied 
news organisations -- who are accused of bias, with serious 
journalists mocked and spat upon, even as the fake news is readily 
shared.

It’s clear now that the social and political impact of Facebook 
is far greater than anyone -- least of all, apparently, its founders 
-- could have anticipated. In light of this, it’s concerning that the 
company has so far shown no willingness to review what content 
it delivers. It has taken no evident steps to provide the ability 
for users to respond to newsfeed content with something more 
nuanced and meaningful than a big blue thumb, or an emoji 
showing an angry face or crying face. When it comes to public 
discourse, we’ve been reduced to the level of toddlers. …

When it comes to the intelligent civil discourse that our society 
so desperately needs, Facebook (as well as Twitter, with its 
continuous trolling, racism and misogyny) has proven to be more of 
a useful idiot than a valued contributor.

– ‘Publishing in the post-truth era,’ Evan Rudowski, Atlantic Leap, 1st December 2016 
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Dr Dee, the sixteenth-century mathematician and adviser to Queen Elizabeth 
and her ministers, was appalled at the destruction of the monastic libraries. He 
wrote a proposal for the establishment of a National Library to preserve those 

books and manuscripts that had been abandoned. He was disregarded.

LIBRARIES
By Michael Wilding

VER THE LAST 
decade university 
libraries have been 
s y s t e m a t i c a l l y 
removing books 
from their shelves. 
Var ious reasons 

have been given. The University 
o f  Western Sydney dumped 
consignments of them as landfill, 
claiming they were surplus to 
r e q u i r e m e n t s 
or infested with 
silverfish. Other 
l i b r a r i e s  s o l d 
off or gave away 
allegedly duplicate 
copies on trestle 
tab les  a t  the i r 
entrance. 

The University 
of Sydney library 
removed half a 
million copies 
claiming that it 
had run out of 
shelf space and 
that electronic 
journals and digital books meant 
hard copies were no longer needed. 
Anything not borrowed in the 
previous five years was consigned 
to an off campus deposit library.

The last major purge of libraries 
in the English speaking world 
took place 500 years ago after 
Henry VIII closed and sold off 
the monasteries in Britain. Their 
libraries were destroyed, the 
books and manuscripts scattered, 
sold off for toilet paper or for the 
inner binding of printed books, 

or just abandoned. The process 
was continued under Edward VI 
when the reforming commissioners 
massively purged university and 
college libraries of what were 
officially termed outdated and space 
consuming volumes.

The ideological nature of the 
sixteenth century purges is quite 
clear: to remove items identifiable 
as Roman Catholic. The ideological 
nature of the current purge is less 

obvious but the dubious arguments 
– outdated, lack of space – are 
significantly similar. With both 
purges there is a technological 
issue. Much if not most of the 
monastic library holdings were in 
manuscript. Printing was rapidly 
replacing manuscript copying . 

The emergent publishing 
industry eagerly replaced 
manuscripts by consuming them, 
using the manuscript vellum 
in binding. This ensured that 
manuscripts were systematically 

destroyed and future libraries 
would consist primarily of printed 
books. The whole purge was good 
for the printing and publishing 
industries just as digitization is 
good for those businesses involved 
in the internet. It is not clear how 
good this is for readers.

Manuscripts gave place to 
books. Now it is books that are 
being systematically destroyed 

or relegated to 
depositories. Google’s 
plan to digitize every 
book in existence, 
regardless of 
copyright, reveals 
such a frighteningly 
o v e r w e e n i n g , 
totalitarian ambition 
that our suspicions 
should immediately 
be aroused. Digitized 
texts can readily be 
altered or deleted 
altogether – much 
more readily than 
attempting to 

withdraw and destroy an entire 
print run of a physical book. The 
potential for censorship is obvious. 

Already trigger warnings are 
now commonly installed on 
electronic books in American 
university libraries to tell readers 
something troubling or challenging 
or allegedly offensive may be in 
the text they have downloaded. 
The next step could be rewritten 
passages, replaced words, or 
deletion and suppression.

Suspicion should also be alerted 

Mankind’s MeMory under ThreaT

The Library of Alexandria
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to the likelihood that not everything 
will be digitized, certainly not 
every variant edition. The National 
Library of Australia’s Trove project 
invaluably provides digital access 
to Australian newspapers from 
their first issues – though only in 
one edition. But most newspapers 
were published in a number 
of editions, sometimes with 
significantly different content. And 
inevitably some books are going 
to be deemed too trivial or too 
badly produced or too ephemeral 
to be bothered with digitizing. 
Others may well be deemed 
politically incorrect or socially or 
philosophically unacceptable.

In the meantime, though far from 
everything is available digitally, 
books are being culled from our 
libraries. Removing books before 
digitization has duplicated them 
all indicates that the aim is a 
purge as much as a modernization. 
And dependence on digitization 
has huge problems. Continual 
technical developments and built 
in obsolescence have meant that 
operating systems are continually 
being superseded and often there 
are no longer the facilities to read 
old style storage devices.

 Remember floppy disks? Let 
alone the earlier un-floppy ones? 
Cyber attacks and systems failures 
routinely reported show the 
vulnerability of the digital library. 
It is not inconceivable that digitized 
books could be selectively or 
randomly wiped out. It is all too 
conceivable that power failures 
from accident, attack, oil embargos 
or economic downturns will at 
various times prevent access to 
digitally stored material. 

But you can read books without 
electricity in the daytime. And use 
candles at night.

A traditional library like the 
University of Sydney’s Fisher 
library allowed open access to 
its stacks. You could browse and 
discover books you were unaware 
of,  shelved in the subject areas you 
consulted. 

It is impossible to do this with 
deposit libraries: yes, there is a 

catalogue but if you do not know 
that a book exists, how can you 
locate it by title or author? Walking 
past the shelves you could find 
it and consult it immediately. All 
without any record of your using 
it. And in these times of rapid 
reversal of what the state deems 
socially and legally acceptable, of 
the censorship implicit in political 
correctness, serious researchers 
or casual, curious readers might 
well prefer their reading not to be 
automatically recorded.

One of the problems is that 
universities no longer function 
as preservers of the accumulated 
history and culture of our society 
but as money-making institutions 
offering contemporary career 
courses. Dr Dee, the sixteenth-
century mathematician and 
adviser to Queen Elizabeth and 
her ministers, was appalled at 
the destruction of the monastic 
libraries. He wrote a proposal for 
the establishment of a National 
Library to preserve those books 
and manuscripts that had been 
abandoned. He was disregarded. 
He rescued a number of them for 
his own library, the largest private 
library in Britain, which was then 
mysteriously burgled when he was 
out of the country.

What proposal would be 
effective now to save books from 
destruction? What alternatives 
are there? Apart from municipal 
libraries, which regularly purge 
their holdings of older books, there 
are other institutions. Schools, 
colleges, seminaries, monasteries, 
convents, learned societies, local 
history museums, schools of art 
and mechanics’ institutes, writers 
centres, parliaments, media 
organizations, even a number of 
employers with the cultural welfare 
of their employees at heart like the 
NSW state railways, all have over 
the years maintained libraries. 

Those that still survive provide 
a potential alternative to those 
libraries committed to destroying 
books. They allow the possibility 
of preserving a book culture if the 
commitment is there.

Gregorian Chant, the music of the Catholic 
Church, hand-copied on pieces of vellum and 

bound into the back of a book printed in 1683 in 
Paris. From the Annals Library, Kensington NSW.
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Of course it may be argued 
that what all this says is that I am 
old-fashioned and out of date and 
out of touch in my fetishism of 
arbitrary objects like books. In 
which case there may be good 
reasons to preserve these archaic 
objects. 

As much as paintings, sculptures, 
china, jewellery, tribal objects and 
the rest, books have been avidly 
collected. Collections of books 
as artefacts will inevitably attain 
the role, and exchange value, of 
collections of old china, suits of 
armour, dolls houses and shrunken 
heads, the stuff of television 
programs like Antiques Roadshow 
and Bargain Hunt. In merely 
material terms collections of books 
are collections of accrued capital. 

As our institutional libraries 
cull and purge more and more 
books from their shelves, surviving 
collections will increase in value. 
And the opportunities for adding 
to these resources are there. I 
have heard so many stories of 
writers and retired scholars and 
collectors failing to dispose of their 
collections of books, magnificent 
collections assembled over the years 
and containing rare and esoteric 
materials. Universities are no 
longer interested in acquiring such 
collections. But these other, smaller, 
private libraries could provide a 
home and valuably help preserve 
our cultural traditions and heritage.

I am not opposed to digital 
books. Some of my own books 
are available digitally, some not. 
I would happily have them all 
digitized. It seems irresponsible 
to purge books holdings when 
far from everything is accessible 
digitally. It would surely be more 
sensible to maintain both physical 
and digital books on ready access 
until everything is available 
digitally. Indeed, there is no reason 
why both systems could not co-exist 
for years to come.

michael Wilding has written on university libraries 
in his novel Academia Nuts and on the true adven-
tures of Dr Dee in Raising Spirits, Making Gold 
&c. He is emeritus professor at the University of 
Sydney.

Please assist us by introducing Annals to relatives and friends. 
We need your support and we need new subscribers. 

Annals has the answer! Try it.

DONATIONS RECEIVED
FROM 23-12-16 to 30-12-16

Our sincerest thanks to the many subscribers to  
Annals Australia, who very generously send a small donation 
along with their annual renewal – this assists in defraying the 

heavy costs incurred in producing our magazine.
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Difficulties are not a modern invention. Augustine and his band experienced fear 
and the draining of their confidence and we know that Augustine returned to Pope 

Gregory asking permission to end the mission. Thank God the Pope stood firm.

RE-OPENING OF THE PUGIN SHRINE 
TO ST. AUGUSTINE OF CANTERBURY

Homily preached by His Eminence George Cardinal Pell

N  TO DAY ’S  go spe l 
we read of Jesus going 
a m o n g  h i s  p e o p l e , 
teaching and working 
miracles, moved with pity 
towards them “because 
they were troubled and 

abandoned, like sheep without a 
shepherd”.

In the later epistle to the 
Thessalonians we hear of Paul’s 
difficulties as he laboured among 
the Thessalonians to tell them 
about the one true God, about his 
only Son Jesus the teacher and 
redeemer. Paul had been entrusted 
with the gospel, and he had an 
obligation to share this wonderful 
news, gently and affectionately with 
them, but the whole teaching of 
Jesus Christ, not 
just the easier bits.

Today is 
the feast of St. 
Augustine of 
Cantherbury, the 
apostle of the 
English, prob-
ably a Roman, 
certainly a monk 
in a Roman 
monastery. He was 
following in the 
footsteps of Jesus 
and Paul, sharing 
and spreading 
Christian teach-
ings and practices, 
which still make 
the difference 
between life and 

death, between human flourishing 
or misery and disintegration.

As we know Augustine arived 
in 597 to this island, which was on 
the edge of the then known world, 
like New Zealand today, inhabited 
by a number of fierce races, many 
of whom were hostile to the Anglo 
Saxon conquerors of South East 
England.

The stability of the Roman 
Empire, the Pax Romana, Roman 
peace, was long gone as the Roman 
legions had left Britain in 410, long 
before Augustine’s arrival and the 
Empire in Western Europe had 
effectively come to an end in 486.

In the turmoil and aftermath of 
the “barbarian” invasions, as we call 
them, especially in Central Italy, 

pope and bishops came more and 
more to provide the civic stability 
and organisational structures for 
society generally.

I saw something like this at the 
island of Rabaul, off North East 
Papua New Guinea, more than 20 
years ago, when a huge volcanic 
eruption buried most of Rabaul 
city. Civil government ceased for 
a couple of weeks and the only 
source of effective help was the 
Catholic archdiocese led by a 
magnificent German archbishop 
Karl Hesse, msc. 

Situations like this explain the 
rise of the Papal States and Gregory 
I, known as Gregory the Great, was 
a formidable leader and governor, 
a brilliant psychologist (his Regula 

Pastoralis, explaining 
how priests and 
bishops should 
deal with different 
situations and 
personality types 
was used as a text 
for centuries), and 
he was the Pope who 
sent Augustine to 
Cantherbury.

We have the 
beautiful legend of 
Gregory’s seeing the 
blond Anglo Saxon 
slaves in Rome, 
which prompted him 
to say they should 
become Angels 
not Anglo Saxons.  
Augustine brought 

CaTholiC FaiTh and TradiTion

St Augustine’s Shrine in Ramsgate, Kent.  It was the personal church of 
Augustus Pugin the renowned nineteenth century architect and designer. 
He began work on it in 1846 until his death in 1852. His sons completed 

the work. Pugin is buried beneath the chantry chapel he designed.
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an increase of Roman influence to 
England, established closer links 
between the See of Peter and the 
local church. Gregory was deeply 
conscious of his divinely ordained 
role as the successor to the head 
of the apostles and one of the 
blessings we celebrate today is 
our unity in the one true church, 
instinctively universalist but often 
with very different local and 
national characteristics. 

Popes come and go, and we 
always owe them loyalty and love, 
but the institution of the Papacy, 
the office of the bishop of Rome 
remains the human foundation on 
which the Church is built. We all 
know of the many English martyrs 
from the Reformation onwards, 
some of whom, like John Fisher 
and Thomas More, died precisely 
because they believed that the 
office of the papacy is an essential 
element in God’s plan.

I would like to congratulate Fr 
Marcus Holden and his team on 
the wonderful work of restoration 
effected on this Pugin masterpiece. 
This church was an expression of 
the Catholic faith and confidence of 
Pugin and his contemporaries in the 
later nineteenth century and this 
restoration is another affirmation 
of confidence in the life-giving 
qualities of the ancient Christ-
centred Catholic tradition in our 
own world of today.

We cannot deny symptoms 
of decay e.g. the dying of many 
religious orders, the waning of 
religious enthusiasm, the decline 
in the number of self defined 
believers. None of this invalidates 
Christ’s message, none of this 
excuses our apathy or inactivity 
and this refurbished church is a 
renewed call to arms, a marvellous 
challenge to the miserable 
secularism, which despite its 
beguiling appearances, is so 
damaging our families and young 
people. 

Family breakdowns, extra-nuptial 
births, the decline in the birth rate, 
the many damaging addictions and 
obsessions which lead to depression 
and sometimes to suicide are not 

the consequences of Christian 
living. Many of those involved 
in these disasters are caught up 
in forces beyond their control, 
but whatever the level of their 
understanding and consent, we are 
dealing with the wages of sin.

Difficulties are not a modern 
invention. Augustine and his band 
experienced fear and the draining 
of their confidence and we know 
that Augustine returned to Pope 
Gregory asking permission to end 
the mission. Thank God the Pope 
stood firm. Not all Augustine’s plans 
worked out as e.g. the primatial see 
was never transferred to London.

Mistakes were made as e.g. the 
Celtic Christians in the west of 
the country never seem to have 
made any effort to convert their 
Anglo-Saxon conquerors. Are we 
making a similar mistake today, so 
preoccupied with the difficulties we 
experience that we don’t do much 
to offer and bring meaning and 
faith to those suffering around us? 
Catholic charitable works are real 
and regular, a credit to all Cristian 
communities involved, but we must 
not forget to offer also faith and 
meaning, the invitation to recognize 
and accept the Transcendent Love 
which Christ embodies. 

Our temptation can be to let 
the Sacred slide away from us, 
to become forgetful of the Life 
beyond the senses, of our eternal 
destiny of reward or punishment. 
In every way this Church building 

is an antidote and corrective to all 
these temptations. It enhances and 
recognizes the holy, the sacred 
space where the Eucharist is 
confected (with the rood screen, 
for example) and strives though its 
very structures to lift our minds and 
hearts towards heaven.

Let us thank God for the 
Catholic faith which Augustine and 
his companions brought once again 
to this land after a time of upheaval, 
flight and religious disintegration. 
Let us thank God for the precious 
unity we enjoy around our bishops 
and the pope.

More than 1400 years of history, 
despite the breaks and gaps in the 
tradition, are a reason for quiet 
pride, but they must never become 
a reason for arrogance or inactivity 
or some kind of romantic escapism 
from our present challenges. 

Just like Paul, Gregory, and 
Augustine, we are called to prayer 
and worship, promoting good 
family living and effective service 
and to new initiatives and new 
adventures. May God continue to 
be with you all on this journey and 
may this beautiful Church nourish 
and inspire generations of pilgrims 
and warriors. 

his eminence george cardinal Pell is Prefect 
of the Secretariat for the Economy of the Holy 
See. He is affectionately remembered by the 
Catholics of Melbourne and Sydney as their former 
Archbishop. This is the Cardinal’s homily preached 
on the occasion of the reopening of Pugin’s shrine 
to St Augustine of Canterbury, at Ramsgate, U.K. 
on 27 May 2017.

The U.S. Electoral College

THOSE FOUNDERS [of the US Constitution] , to whom we like to 
advert, had such a fear and loathing of democracy that they 

invented the Electoral College so that the popular voice of the people 
could be throttled, much as the Supreme Court throttled the Floridians 
on December 12. We were to be neither a democracy, subject to 
majoritarian tyranny, nor a dictatorship, subject to Caesarean folly.   John 
Adams said we were to be a nation of laws, not men, which has since 
boiled down to a nation of lawyers, not people–or, at least, [not] of 
people who count or get counted in elections.

– Gore Vidal, ‘Democratic Vistas,’ The Nation, January 8, 2001. Gore 
Vidal, 1925-2012, was a prolific novelist, playwright and essayist, and 

one of the great stylists of contemporary American prose.
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ANTI- 
CATHOLICISM, 

AND THE 
SECULAR STATE

ANOTHER DISADVANTAGE 
to us will arise from our 
very growth in numbers 

and influence in this country. The 
Catholic Religion, when it has 
a free course, always must be a 
power in a country. This is the mere 
consequence of its divine origin. 
While Catholics were few and 
oppressed by disabilities, they were 
suffered and were at peace. But 
now that those disabilities are taken 
off and Catholics are increasing in 
number, it is impossible that they 
should not come in collision with 
the opinions, the prejudices, the 
objects of a Protestant country, 
and that without fault on any 
side, except that the country is 
Protestant. Neither party will 
understand the other, and then 
the old grievances in history which 
this country has against Rome 
will be revived and operate to our 
disadvantage. It is true that this 
age is far more gentle, kind and 
generous than former ages, and 
Englishmen, in their ordinary state, 
are not cruel, but they may easily be 
led to believe that their generosity 
may be abused on our part, that 
they were unwise in liberating 
those who are in fact their mortal 
enemies. And this general feeling 
of fear of us may be such as, even 
with a show of reason, to turn 
against us even generous minds, so 
that from no fault of ours, but from 
the natural antagonism of a religion 
which cannot change with the 
new political states into which the 
whole world is gradually moulding 
itself, may place us in temporal 
difficulties, of which at present we 
have no anticipation.

And it cannot be denied that 
there is just now threatening the 
political world such a calamity. 

There are many influential men who 
think that things are not indeed 
ripe as yet for such a measure, but 
who look forward to the times, 
when whether the one or the other 
great political party in the State may 
make it their cry at the elections of 
a new Parliament, that they propose 
to lessen the influence of Catholics 
and circumscribe their privileges. 
And however this may be, two 
things, I think, are plain, that we 
shall become more and more 
objects of distrust to the nation 
at large, and that our Bishops and 

Priests will be associated in the 
minds of men with the political 
acts of foreign Catholics, and 
be regarded as members of one 
extended party in all countries, 
the enemies, as will be thought, 
of civil liberty and of national 
progress. In this way we may suffer 
disadvantages which have not 
weighed upon the Catholic Church 
since the age of Constantine.

Blessed John Henry Cardinal Newman,  Sermon 9, 
‘The Infidelity of the Future,’ delivered on the occa-
sion of the opening of St. Bernard’s Seminary, 2nd 
October 1873
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Charlie, the 11-month-old child of Chris Gard and Connie Yates is one of only 16 
children in the world to suffer from an extremely rare medical condition and has been 

on life support for some while now at Great Ormond Street Hospital as a patient …  the 
baby has become an effective prisoner of Britain’s unbending National Health Service.

LIFE ITSELF IS A FIRST PRIORITY
By Giles Auty

EW S E N S I B LE 
people who have 
ever looked at a 
map would dispute 
that we are a bit 
physically isolated 
down here.  But 

what about our intellectual isolation 
and habitual lack of knowledge 
about so much that takes place in 
the rest of the world?

Simply for a start, 
Australian television 
news has possibly 
become the most 
parochial I have 
encountered anywhere 
– yet it takes money, 
effort and a degree of 
intelligence, of course, 
to provide worthwhile 
coverage of interna-
tional events. 

So why not simply 
stick to all those 
suspicious house and 
factory fires which 
take place so regularly 
in West Sydney as 
a main topic with 
which to start each 
day as our ‘breaking news’?  Most 
Australian TV stations seem able 
to get an ambitious young woman 
onto the scene of such a fire very 
quickly to report at length on a 
subject of extremely limited interest 
to anyone not of that immediate 
area.

Not long after I arrived here 
twenty-odd years ago, I realized 
that lack of knowledge of other 

countries and even of relatively 
recent international events was 
inclined to be endemic here.  
But are we simply so extremely 
fortunate to be living in Australia 
that everything that is happening 
elsewhere is of minimal  interest or 
appeal?

In the past few months, my wife 
and I have followed the moving 

story of Charlie Gard and his 
parents and of the issue they have 
with Great Ormond Street Hospital 
in London.  Although major world 
figures such as the Pope and 
Donald Trump eventually became 
involved the whole sad story was 
very slow indeed to make its way 
here.  

In brief, the 11-month-old child 
of Chris Gard and Connie Yates 
is one of only 16 children in the 

world to suffer from an extremely 
rare medical condition and has 
been on life support for some 
while now at Great Ormond Street 
Hospital as a patient of Britain’s 
National Health Service.  

The present crisis arose because 
doctors at the hospital proposed 
to discontinue the baby’s life 
support against the evident wishes 

of his parents who had 
gathered more than 
adequate funds for 
alternative, revolutionary 
treatment elsewhere and 
are thus desperate now 
to withdraw him from 
the hospital’s care.  

That would not 
present a problem if the 
child were in a private 
hospital but is so now 
simply because the baby 
has become an effective 
prisoner of Britain’s 
unbending National 
Health Service.  

Permission has even 
been refused to his 
parents to let him die 

with them peacefully at home.
To those who remember the 

NHS only as an idealistic initiative 
of Britain’s post-war years times 
have certainly changed not least 
because British governments 
of recent vintage can no longer 
possibly afford a wholly ‘free’ health 
service.  But as I learned during a 
few years spent recently in Britain, 
private medicine is prohibitively 
expensive at the same time that 

ParenTs’ righTs and The sTaTe
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public health care standards are 
plummeting sharply. 

Typically, while living there, 
I woke up one morning to the 
following headline in one of 
Britain’s more sober newspapers: 
“MANIPULATING DEATH RATES 
TO BE MADE ILLEGAL”.  

What this meant was that senior 
NHS officials and hospital trusts 
would henceforward be made 
criminally liable if they continued 
to manipulate waiting times and 
death rates.  In recent years 1,200 
patients had apparently died totally 
unnecessarily in just a single 
health area due simply to what was 
described euphemistically as ‘poor 
care’.  

Quite rightly and understandably 
Charlie Gard’s parents have 
demanded that he should be 
granted whatever chance exists not 
only to stay alive but to attempt 
some form of physical improvement 
– just try to imagine the deeply 
distressing legal battles they have 
had to fight already in the highest 
courts.  

But what they have been 
forced to struggle for first is that 
their child should be released to 
undertake alternative treatment and 
the possible beginning of his right 
to a not impossible life.  This, in 
fact, is exactly where His Holiness 
the Pope and President Donald 
Trump both became involved.  Both 
are offering free transport,  care and 
even citizenship for the child to 
undergo experimental, potentially 
life-saving treatment in Italy or the 
United States.

The British courts, by contrast, 
have demanded ‘firm’ scientific 
evidence that the latest treatments 
have some reasonable chance of 
success yet how often medical 
recovery has proved to be a matter 
of faith hardly less than one just of 
science on its own. 

Such views are unpopular in 
largely secular societies, I know, 
yet take note sometime about how 
many flights take place to Lourdes 
each day from the modest-sized city 
of Cork in the Republic of Ireland. 

Charlie’s parents have shown 

truly heroic faith and love in the 
face of a seemingly implacable 
bureaucracy.

Faith may deliver only occasional 
cures but does also often help 
greatly in providing the fortitude 
necessary to deal with life’s 
afflictions and reversals.  

Today’s Australia is distancing 
itself steadily from its earlier strong 
Christian traditions which many 
choose to look on now as mere 
forms of anachronistic superstition.  
Yet while we readily accept that our 
continent’s original habitants have 
a history going back forty millennia 
or more why do we apparently find 
it so hard to credit the infinitely 
more recent story of Christ’s well-
documented life on earth?

 I have personally seen Aboriginal 
drawings in caves in Cape York 
which antedate the Christian story 
by at least six millennia.  But I have 
also travelled to Lourdes in an 
equal spirit of curiosity to visit the 
famous grotto there which contains 
ample evidence of what were utterly 
extraordinary if not ‘miraculous’ 
cures.  

Science alone does not provide 
every answer to illness or anything 
else.

When visiting a very obscure area 
of Australia twenty years ago, I was 
shown quite convincing evidence 
that an animal which had been 
officially extinct now for over eighty 
years might still exist in limited 
numbers.  Few other people would 
ever have credited this back then.  
I am not crying marsupial wolf or 
even Tasmanian tiger – but stranger 
things have indeed happened.  
Remember the coelacanth which 
was officially extinct for centuries?

In the meantime my prayers go 
out to Charlie Gard’s young parents 
in their seeming, life-and-death 
battle with unyielding bureaucracy.

giles auty was born in the UK and trained 
privately as a painter. He was art critic for The 
Spectator, London, from 1984 to 1995. This article 
appeared first in The Spectator Australia, July 22. 
Reprinted with permission. Charlie was eventually 
‘released,’ too late for medical intervention to 
succeed, and died in a hospice when his life-
support was switched off.  May his soul rest in peace.
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Five years for us in Australia is not a long time given the overall 
history of the Church which sees things in the perspective of centuries. 

Nevertheless, there are thirteen Ordinariate communities in Australia and 
two in Japan, served by 18 priests and one permanent deacon.

THE ORDINARIATE OF OUR LADY 
OF THE SOUTHERN CROSS

By Ramsay Williams olsc

H E N  T H E 
H o l y  Fa t h e r 
Pope  Franc i s 
was presented 
formally with 
a copy of the 
new Ordinariate 

A l t a r  M i s s a l ,  h e  g a v e  a n 
encouraging message 
to members of the 
Ord in a r i a t e s  f o r 
former Anglicans in 
the United Kingdom, 
North America and 
Australia.

It was just one 
word.  And it was in 
Italian.  “Avanti!” In 
English, it means ‘go 
forward! Advance.’

The Pope’s 
mandate and prayer 
continues to be 
our prayer and our 
aim as Catholics in 
Australia mark the 
fifth anniversary of 
the setting up of the 
Ordinariate of Our 
Lady of the Southern Cross, on 
June 15, 2012, the Solemnity of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus.

Much has been achieved since 
Pope Benedict XVI, on November 
4th., 2009, following numerous 
petitions from Anglicans seeking 
to ‘come home’, promulgated 
the historical papal document, 
‘Anglicanorum Coetibus’, which 
enabled Anglicans, both clergy and 

laypeople, to find a special place 
in the Catholic Church, nearly five 
hundred years after the Church of 
England broke with Rome. 

“In recent times,” Pope Benedict 
declared, “the Holy Spirit has 
moved groups of Anglicans to 
petition repeatedly and insistently 

to be received into full Catholic 
communion individually as well 
as corporately …. the successor 
of Peter, mandated by the Lord 
Jesus to guarantee the unity of the 
episcopate and to preside over and 
safeguard the universal communion 
of all the Churches, could not 
fail to make available the means 
necessary to bring this holy desire 
to realisation …”

It was the first time in the history 
of the Church that special provision 
was made for the incorporation of 
groups of converts from a Christian 
denomination firmly grounded in 
the Reformation of the sixteenth 
century.

The papal document allows 
Anglicans to attain full 
communion with the 
See of Peter, yet at the 
same time, to bring 
with them many of the 
distinctive liturgical and 
pastoral traditions, and 
the vast musical and 
literary heritage of Post 
Reformation English 
Christianity.

This extraordinary act 
of true ecumenism has 
brought to the Catholic 
Church, what Pope 
Benedict described in 
his papal constitution 
as a “precious gift …. a 
treasure to be shared.” 

Its most visible sign 
and symbol is the Missal 

formally approved by Pope Francis 
himself on the Feast of St Augustine 
of Canterbury, May 27th., 2015. 
The eucharistic rite is one of three 
permitted uses of the Roman Rite, 
along with the Extraordinary or 
Latin rite, and the Ordinary or 
Novus Ordo rite.

The Missal, called ‘Divine 
Worship – The Missal’, is remarkable 
in that its texts are in part drawn 

CaTholiC liFe

The ordination of Richard Waddell, a former Anglican priest and a barrister, by 
Auxiliary Bishop Peter Elliot of Melbourne Archdiocese. The ordination in St 

Patrick’s Mentone took place on the Feast of Our Lady’s birthday, September 8, 
2013. Father Waddell is Vicar General of the Australian Ordinariate.
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from the Book of Common Prayer 
and the Anglican tradition or 
‘patrimony’. It contains the Order 
for the Mass, and the variable 
prayers and scriptural texts, all in 
traditional or ‘sacral’ English, and 
instructions, rubrics and music, 
and the liturgical calendar for 
Ordinariate congregations. 

The order of Mass is one that 
most Anglicans will find familiar, 
including such classical expressions 
of English Christianity as the Collect 
for Purity [from the Catholic Sarum 
rite] and the later Prayer of Humble 
Access, much loved by Anglicans as 
a preparation for Holy Communion

The new Missal is the work of an 
international liturgical committee 
set up in 2012 by the Congregation 
for the Doctrine of the Faith 
[and the Congregation of Divine 
Worship]. The committee, known 
by its Latin name, ‘Anglicanae 
Traditiones’, includes canon law 
experts, liturgists, and prelates 
with both Anglican and Latin rite 
backgrounds, including Bishop Peter 
Elliott, an Auxiliary bishop of the 
Archdiocese of Melbourne, himself 
the son of a Melbourne Vicar. 

The elements of the Anglican 
liturgical patrimony incorporated 
into the liturgical life of the 
Ordinariate through the Missal seek 
to balance “two historic principles 
— that Christian prayer and 
proclamation should be offered in 
the vernacular and that the language 
of worship should be sacral.” 

The liturgical Calendar of 
the Ordinariate is the universal 
Calendar of the Catholic Church, 
but with the addition of certain 
commemorations with an English or 
Anglican ‘flavour’. The Sunday cycle 
follows that of the older Anglican 
tradition.  Sundays are numbered 
‘after Trinity’ as in the Book of 
Common Prayer. 

The Pre-Lent Sundays of 
Septuagesima, Sexagesima and 
Quinquagesima are restored. Major 
feasts such as the Epiphany, the 
Ascension and Corpus Christi are 
as a rule to be kept on the actual 
traditional day of commemoration, 
rather than transferred to the 

nearest Sunday, as has become the 
custom in some parts of the Latin 
Church.

Ordinariate Catholics now 
have a place alongside members 
of something like 25 other 
communities within the Catholic 
Church, such as the Ukrainian, 
Melkite, Maronite, Greek and 
Russian Catholics churches, each 
with their own distinctive liturgy 
and traditions reflecting their 
history and heritage.

This is sure proof that the Catholic 
Church is far from the monolithic, 
monochrome structure she is often 
perceived to be.

Five years for us in Australia is 
not a long time given the overall 
history of the Church which 
sees things in the perspective of 
centuries. Nevertheless, there are 
thirteen Ordinariate communities in 
Australia and two in Japan, served 
by 18 priests and one permanent 
deacon. 

Two seminarians begin their 
studies soon. Another former 
Anglican priest is to be ordained to 
the Catholic priesthood within the 
Ordinariate in August in Perth W.A.  
Recently 57 Anglican laypeople 
from the Torres Strait Islands were 
received into the Catholic Church 
through the Ordinariate. Others are 
preparing for reception.

In August, the Australian 
Ordinary, Monsignor Harry 
Entwistle and other Ordinariate 
clergy will gather at the Carmelite 

Retreat Centre in Brisbane for 
formal celebrations of the fifth 
anniversary. With them will be 
the Ordinaries [leaders] from 
the Ordinariate of Our Lady of 
Walsingham, U.K., Monsignor 
Keith Newton, and Bishop Steven 
Lopes, of the Ordinariate of The 
Chair of St Peter, U.S. & Canada, 
and members of the Vatican’s 
Congregation for the Doctrine 
of the Faith, which oversees the 
Ordinariates on behalf of the Pope.  

It is a small beginning, and the 
journey has just begun.

There are of course, the sceptics, 
both inside and outside the 
Catholic Church, who do not share 
the vision and charity of Pope 
Benedict and Pope Francis.

But that’s nothing new. The 
former Anglican, Blessed John 
Henry Cardinal Newman, was 
perhaps the greatest theologian of 
the English-speaking world in the 
nineteenth century. His writings 
influenced the second Vatican 
Council in the 1960s. He also 
was the subject of criticism and 
the object of cynicism by both 
Catholics and Anglicans, before 
and after he entered the Catholic 
Church in 1845. 

Nevertheless, he was made, 
first, a Cardinal in 1879 by Pope 
Leo XIII, and beatified by Pope 
Benedict XVI in 2010. His cause for 
canonisation continues. 

No doubt, along with St Edmund 
Campion, the patron saint of the 
Mentone community [another 
former Anglican] Blessed John 
Henry Newman rejoices with us and 
prays for us as we face the future.

May our national patron, Our 
Lady of the Southern Cross smile on 
us, too. May she pray for us before 
the throne of her Son, in our fifth 
anniversary year, as we seek to obey 
the imperative of our Holy Father 
Pope Francis: ‘Go forward’. Avanti !

Father ramsay Williams, an Anglican priest for 38 
years, was ordained a Catholic priest in 2012 and 
is now in charge of the Ordinariate community of 
St Edmund Campion, Mentone, in the Archdiocese 
of Melbourne, and Associate Priest in the Parish of 
Mentone/Parkdale.

Conscience 
and Self-will  

CONSCIENCE is a stern 
monitor,  but in this century 

it has been superseded by a 
counterfeit, which the eighteen 
centuries prior to it never heard 
of, and could not have mistaken 
for it, if they had. It is the right 
of self-will.
– Blessed John Henry Cardinal 
Newman, Letter to the Duke of 
Norfolk, 5: Conscience, 249-250.
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the left, how can we be sure that 
we are not threatened, equally, by 
a tyranny of the right? Of course we 
are; it is only symmetrical. The label 
of “Fascism” may not apply exactly, 
but it is near enough to characterize 
the policy of the Catho lic Church, 
or rather of the Vatican. You and 
I, being inside the Church, know 
that it isn’t a conspiracy, and 
that anybody who takes it for a 
conspiracy has got his atmos pheres 
all wrong; that the New Statesman’s 
notion of the Vatican is about 
as accurate as Pravda’s notion of 
Whitehall. But how is all that to be 
explained? How, without intolerable 
tedium all round, could you stage 
a debate between a post-Lunn 
and a post-Knox, each looking at 
the hideous congeries of modern 
facts, and each reading them in his 
own way? One seeing conspiracy 
everywhere on the part of the 
Church, the other trying to give 
some actual picture of the Church 
as it is? There would be no end to 
it. … A man watching a friend poke 
the fire, a man watch ing somebody 
else look up a train in Bradshaw, 
does not restrain himself with more 
difficulty from crying out, “Here, let 
me do it!” I can never understand 
how chess-players manage to watch 
people playing chess. And I suppose 
that most of our readers, when the 
book came out, found themselves 
indignant, more often than not, with 
you or me or perhaps with both of 
us. Why was not this point rammed 
home? Why was that promising line 
of attack left unexploi ted? Why this 
conspiracy of silence about the one 
thing in the Catho lic controversy 
that really matters? With murmurs 
of this kind they will have greeted 
our performance, and small blame 
to them; so vast is the area of the 
dispute, so ingenious man’s mind 
has been, all down the centuries, 
in finding bolt-holes of unbelief; 
an alternative must be found to 
the appalling admission that there is 
something in it!

Monsignor Ronald Knox, in Difficulties: A 
correspondence about the Catholic Religion between 
Mgr. Ronald Knox, and Sir Arnold Lunn, Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, London, 1958, p.260-261.

there is the same double fear, of 
an open menace without and a 
Fifth Column at home, the same 
suspicion of undeclared hostility 
(your medieval heretic always 
went to Mass), the same feeling 
we Westerners have about Oriental 
agents infil trating by way of the 
Balkans. And if we go in daily 
apprehension about a tyranny of 

WHAT IF THERE’S 
SOMETHING IN IT?

WE LIVE in a nightmare world 
at present, where anything 
might be true … It helps 

you to understand the atmosphere 
which produced the inquisition; 
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Across clues
2 Monetary unit of Uzbekistan
4 Brother of Moses
6 Happening during the day
8 An Inner Hebrides island
9 The capital of Ukraine
11 Prejudice
12 A republic in SE Asia
14 Filled to capacity
15 A miner’s compass
16 To cut with small, quick strokes
18 Extreme religious group
19 Son of Rebecca
21 Central part of something
22 Prayer books
24 Thick 
25 A woman’s dowry

Down clues
1 A blank punched out of sheet metal
2 Paul’s name prior to his conversion
3 Male member of a religious community
4 Troubles
5 Metal fastener
6 Theological doctrine that Christ was both 

human and divine
7 Conductors
8 Author of children’s stories
10 Power of speech
11 A means of public transport
13 Took a seat
17 Discharged a debt
18 Flathead
20 Second hand
21 Throw
23 Partly frozen precipitation
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In order to make sense of a world that increasingly makes demands upon 
individuals, private institutions and governments, we must evaluate both 
source and demands made, and the strength of the causal nexus, in order 

to assess whether the individual or entity can be deemed responsible. There 
are legal demands and moral demands and demands that are neither.

RESPONSIBILITY

By Jude P. Dougherty

H E  J U LY  7 - 8 
meet ing of  the 
G-20 in Hamburg 
b r o u g h t  o u t 
t h e  p r e d i c t e d 
p r o t e s t e r s  a n d 
an a r ch i s t s  a nd 

unfortunately led to three days of 
violence. It also brought out a vast 
amount of media commentary.

The G-20 was 
designed as an 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
forum to bring 
together, annually, 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
of the twenty 
major economic 
nations and their 
central bank 
governors. Its aim 
is the discussion 
of policy issues 
p r o m o t i n g 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
financial stability. 

Those issues 
apart it also provides an opportu-
nity for discussion of a number of 
related topics from immigration 
policy to the discussion of the obli-
gation of rich nations to poorer 
ones. ‘Protectionism vs Free Market 
Populism’ is the headline given one 
essay following the conference.  The 
conference also provides the oppor-
tunity for dissenters to air economic 
claims against the present genera-
tion for deeds that took place in 
times past.

In an effort to sort things out, 
what follows is an attempt to define 
‘responsibility’ and the misuse of 
the concept, particularly when it 
is used to extract concessions or 
reparations of one sort or another.

Economic and other data 
show clearly the gap between 
the ‘developed world’ and the 
‘developing ‘or ‘undeveloped world’. 

The poverty and misery of the 
latter are shown daily on the front 
pages of major newspapers and on 
worldwide television 

Those data recognized, the 
moral judgment is made: those 
that ‘have’ should do something to 
alleviate the lot of the ‘have-nots.’  
Responsibility of the first world to 
the third world is taken for granted. 

But one may ask, on what basis?  
President Donald Trump, after a 
meeting with President Emmanuel 

Macron in Paris on July 13, may 
have struck the right note when 
he said, ‘Both President Macron 
and I understand the responsibility 
to prioritize the interests of our 
countries and at the same time be 
respectful of the world in which we 
live.’

Churchmen talk about a fair 
distribution of the world’s goods, 

without any 
reference to how 
those goods are 
produced, let alone 
how they might be 
distributed.

Rich nations, 
poorer nations, 
first world, and 
third world are 
abstractions, yet 
those designations 
are used to support 
the notion that one 
collective may be 
responsible for 
another collective, 

even across the centuries. 
One finds a disturbing tendency 

to hypostatize abstractions and 
even make them bearer of value.  
Linguistic devices that make for 
succinctness of expression may 
be useful for their metaphorical 
or elliptical meaning, but are 
sometimes taken for literal truth.

Readiness to accept the notion 
of ‘collective responsibility’ and its 
correlate ‘collective guilt,’ no doubt 
stem from discussions following a 

FirsT and Third World
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number of egregious cases where 
societies taken as a whole were 
deemed accountable. The twentieth 
century alone provides numerous 
examples of societies acting, if not 
as a whole, at least with sufficient 
unity, to implement morally 
unacceptable policy, i.e.  Germany 
under Hitler, the Soviet Union 
under Stalin.  Both governments 
systematically eliminated so-called 
‘enemies of the state.’ 

In the aftermath of World War 
II, there arose the question, to 
what extent are the German or 
Soviet peoples responsible for the 
atrocities committed within the 
borders of their nations?  There was 
no question that the German state 
was to be held responsible, but the 
German people as a whole?  Not 
even the Allied officials prosecuting 
the Nazis  at Nuremberg  thought 
that.

Other examples of the 
misappropriation of collective guilt 
abound. When the New World was 
celebrating the 500th anniversary of 
Columbus’s 1492 voyage, dissenting  
voices emerged to condemn the 
colonization that followed. 

It was not uncommon to find not 
only Christopher Columbus but 
European civilization as a whole 
held responsible for all the ills that 
befell the native population in the 
years following the discovery of 
America. 

The ‘affirmative action’ 
movement in the United States 
may be taken as an example of one 
generation’s assuming responsibility 
for the ills of another.

Broad notions entertained in 
the framing and implementation of 
law are almost always the product 
of previous academic discussion. 
The German-Swiss psychiatrist 
and philosopher, Karl Jaspers, for 
example, thought the German 
people as a whole were responsible 
for the death camps.  

No one questioned national 
accountability or the requirement of 
reparations on the part of the state, 
but Jaspers would not leave it at 
that. He reasoned that insofar as the 
German people shared a common 

language and a common culture, 
and insofar as they were nourished 
by a common literature, common 
music, and distinctive patterns of 
civic behavior, they could be said to 
be a collective.  

In Jaspers’s  analysis there 
seemed to be enough solidarity 
to produce a national psyche such 
that one generation could make 
claims on another. Although that 
concept was challenged he insisted 
on the psychic responsibility of 
the German speaking peoples as a 
whole.

In its most basic sense, 
responsibility is a demand made 
upon an individual based on his 
own acts or omissions.  Thus I am 
responsible to pay for my own 
groceries, but not for those of the 
person in behind me in the line. 

In matters of conscience, I am 
responsible for my own failings, and 
must account for them, but I am not 
responsible for the sins of another.  

These are common sense 
examples that do not require us 
to either examine the underlying 
source of the demand made or to 
consider the causal linkage between 
the act or omission and the demand 
or responsibility that follows. 

In order to make sense of a 
world that increasingly makes 
demands upon individuals, private 
institutions and governments, we 
must evaluate both source and 
demands made, and the strength of 
the causal nexus, in order to assess 
whether the individual or entity can 
be deemed responsible. There are 
legal demands and moral demands 
and demands that are neither.

Responsibility requires proof of a 
causal linkage. This is the mainstay 
of all civil societies.  Within the 
English common law tradition, we 
do not hold persons responsible 
without it. 

We adjudge someone ‘guilty’ 
or ‘liable’ as a way of affixing 
responsibility. Centuries of legal 
processes within the English 
speaking world have  been 
developed to ensure, first, the 
existence of a duty, and, second, 
proof that the individual’s actions 
caused harm before adjudging 
someone legally responsible. These 
are separate elements. 

If there is no duty to act or 
to refrain, then even proof that 
a person’s inactions caused the 
harm are not actionable.  Similarly, 
the absence of causation negates 
responsibility even in the face of a 
clear duty

Common sense tells us that 
responsibility cannot be assigned 
willy-nilly. There is an objective, 
ontologically grounded moral order 
in which responsibility is both 
recognized and limited. As common 
law has recognized through the 
ages, responsibility is determined 
on the basis of causality. 

A final note: of the various senses 
of responsibility, that fostered 
by charity is not to be equated 
with moral or legal responsibility. 
The Christian may recognize an 
obligation in charity that others may 
not. But no sense of responsibility, 
charitable or other, can be 
engendered at the psychic level as 
Jaspers would have it.

Jude P. dougherty, is Dean Emeritus and Professor 
Emeritus of Philosophy, at the Catholic University 
of America.

No Mercy

THE SVODKI, or confidential 
reports that the local 

Chekas sent to Moscow, which 
have only recently become 
public, also confirm the 
brutality of responses to the 
slightest incidents between 
the peasant community and 
the local authorities. These 
incidents almost invariably 
concerned a refusal to accept 
the requisitioning process or 
conscription, and they were 
systematically catalogued in the 
files as ‘counterrevolutionary 
kulak riots’ and suppressed 
without mercy. 

– The Black Book of Communism, 
Stephane Courtois et alii, Harvard 

University Press, 1999, pp.77-78 [83]
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Laughter in Paradise:  
G. K. Chesterton and Humour

A Conference of the Australian Chesterton Society  
at Campion College Australia, Sydney,  

Saturday, October 21, 2017, 8.45am - 5.00pm

“A good joke,” wrote G. K. Chesterton, “is the 
closest thing we have to divine revelation.”    

Humour played a crucial part in the life and 
thought of G.K. Chesterton.  He saw it as not only 
adding to the enjoyment of life but illuminating its 
meaning and significance. Various Christian beliefs, 
such as the Fall of Man, acquired new meaning 
when understood in the light of human laughter. 

This conference will explore various aspects of Chesterton’s humour, including 
Chesterton and the Marx Brothers; Christian Humour in writers throughout the 
centuries;  Chesterton’s favourite Shakespeare comedy, A Midsummer Night’s Dream; 
and political cartoons in the age of Chesterton.  A special paper will also be 
presented on Hilaire Belloc’s humour.

FURTHER INFORMATION:  
Contact Karl Schmude - email: kgschmude@gmail.com 
Phone: 0407 721 458

COST: 

$65 - includes lunch 

$25 - Student concession

VENUE: 

Campion College Australia 

8 - 14 Austin Woodbury Place 

Old Toongabbie NSW 2146

Speakers will include: 
✦ Stephen McInerney, Christian Humour in the Writings of Chaucer, Dante,  
             Cervantes and Chesterton 
✦ Karl Schmude,  A Night at the Uproar - Chesterton and the Marx Brothers 
✦ Gary Furnell, Spirited Comedies: Merriment and the Mystical 
✦ John O’Halloran, Hilaire Belloc as a Comical Companion - Some Readings 
✦ Richard Scully, Political Cartoons in the Age of Chesterton
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ISIS, Communists and Spain

JIHADISTS, AND A LINGERING 
NOSTALGIA FOR THE ABSOLUTE

By Paul Chigwidden

N 1974 TH E French-
American literary critic 
George Steiner delivered 
the annual CBC lectures. 
Entitled Nostalgia for the 
Absolute, he argued that 
in the secular era the loss 

of religious practice, far from 
leading to a particular sense of 
enlightenment, led to a lingering 
sense of loss and a desire for what 
he termed ‘substitute theology.’1

That nostalgia – so profound, 
I think in most of us – was 
directly provoked by the decline 
of Western man and society, 
of the ancient and magnificent 
architecture of religious certitude. 
Like never before, today at this 
point in the twentieth century, 
we hunger for myths, for total 
explanation: we are starving for 
guaranteed prophecy.2

For Steiner, this hunger was 
able to explain the attraction 
Communism held for so many 
western middle class intellectuals 
– a group openly derided as class 
enemies by much Communist 
propaganda. 

It is not unreasonable to argue 
that in the 21st century this same 
sense of nostalgia plays a role in 
the attractions fundamentalist Islam 
holds for many young people in 
western society.

A recent study on foreign 
fighters recruited by ISIS, 
published by the United States’ 
National Bureau of Economic 
Research, seems to bear out 
Steiner’s critique of the Post-
Christian West. The authors 
Efraim Benmelech and Esteban 
Klor challenged the post 9/11 

orthodoxy that poverty drives 
terrorism. 

‘Our results indicate that foreign 
recruits into terror organizations 
come from a new type of country: 
they come largely from prosperous, 
ethnically and linguistically 
homogenous countries.’3

In simple numerical terms 
Tunisia, Saudia Arabia, Russia and 
Turkey have provided ISIS with 
the most recruits. However, when 
recruits are judged as a percentage 
of each country’s Islamic population 
the list is very different. It is topped 
by Finland, Ireland, Belgium, 
Sweden and Austria. Australia is 
ranked 15th. 

Benmelech and Klor concluded 
that inequality and poverty cannot 
be considered root causes of 
recruitment because recruitment 
was more likely among Muslims in 
some of the wealthiest and most 
egalitarian nations in the world. 

Another means of reading the 
data would be to note that these are 
some of the most secular countries 
in the world. Thus, young Muslims 
growing up in these societies are 
more likely to reject the secular 
culture on offer, choosing instead 
a form of Islam that provides a 
clearer sense of the absolute; 
the ‘magnificent architecture of 
religious certitude’. 

This is particularly evident when 
we consider how often young men 
and women seduced by the lure 
of Islamic terrorism are described 
as converts or reverts.4 This is 
exemplified by a single month of 
newspaper reports – September 
2014. In that month, Alton Nolan, 
a convert, decapitated Colleen 
Hufford in a food processing 
plant in Oklahoma.  In the same 
month another convert, Nicholas 
Salvadore, beheaded an eighty two 
year old woman in her back garden 
in London. In the same month 
Anthony Small, another English 
convert, was releasing videos on 
YouTube defending the beheading 
of James Foley which had occurred 
in August of that year. In those 
videos he also praised the two 
murderers of Lee Rigby, both of 
whom were converts.5 

Simon Cottee from the 
University of Kent has drawn 
parallels between these converts 
who reject the secularised values 
of Western society for those of its 
most explicit enemy with those 
intellectuals in the interwar period 
who rejected the West in favour 
of Communist Russia. Both sets of 
radicals were seeking the Absolute: 

The eMPTiness oF a godless soCieTy

Corrupt ?

WE HAVE in this country one of 
the most corrupt institutions 

the world has ever known. I refer 
to the Federal Reserve Board and 
the Federal Reserve Banks...They 
are not government institutions. 
They are private monopolies 
which prey upon the people of 
these United States for the benefit 
of themselves and their foreign 
customers ...
– Senator Louis T. McFadden (for 22 years 
Chairman of the U.S. Banking & Currency 

Commission). See the  Congressional 
Record 12595-12603 (10 June 1932).
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ISIS’s caliphate 
project, because it 
offers a bracing utopian 
alternative to Western 
secular society, speaks 
directly to those who 
feel their lives are 
worthless, spiritually 
corrupted, empty, boring, 
or devoid of purpose 
and significance, and 
who see no value in 
their own societies. 
It promises, in short, 
salvation and ultimate 
meaning through total 
commitment to a sacred 
cause.6

Indeed the analogy can 
be made more specific 
by comparing those who 
have travelled to Syria 
and Iraq to fight for ISIS, with 
those young Communist converts 
who travelled to Spain to fight for 
the Communists during the Spanish 
Civil War.  

The Converts

Arthur Koestler who travelled to 
Spain to fight with the Communists 
explained his sudden conversion 
to the movement thus: ‘I became 
converted because I was ripe for it 
and lived in a disintegrating society 
thirsting for faith.’7 

John Cornford who died 
fighting in Spain was raised as an 
agnostic.8 His brother later claimed 
that his conversion was also a 
natural response to his context: 
‘He came to consider society, and 
so politics, and so Communism.’9 
David Haden Guest who also died 
in Spain explained his conversion 
to Communism as the inevitable 
conclusion to an instinctive 
religious questing:

I have no desire whatever 
to think about politics but I 
cannot get it out of my head… 
I am haunted by the ugliness 
and vulgarity of our modern 
civilisation… I cannot help feeling 
that the ordinary agnostic position 
is a very unsatisfactory one. And 
yet by no stroke of imagination 
can I think myself as being 
brought to believe any traditional 
religion.10

These young communists had 
either lost their faith in childhood 
or else not been raised in any 
particular faith to begin with. They 
were the inheritors of a rapidly 
secularising world but they were 
somehow incapable of accepting 
the metaphysical poverty that world 
seemed to offer. 

Whilst the most notorious 
Australians who have joined ISIS 
have failed to leave many sources 
explaining their conversions and 
reversions, there is a pattern that 
suggests a similar dissatisfaction 
with life in a secular society. 

Khaled Sharrouf grew up as a 
non-practising Muslim who allegedly 
both used and dealt drugs before 
a sudden reversion to Islam.11 Neil 
Prakash, who gained fame as Abu 
Khaled Al Cambodi in a series 
of propaganda videos, lost his 
childhood faith in Buddhism and, 
after a brief period as a rapper 
who wrote about drugs and sex, he 
converted to Islam. It was the desire 
to participate in a more complete 
version of his religion that led him 
to join ISIS: ‘One day I was thinking 
to myself, there’s more to Islam than 
just praying.’12 

Mohammad Ali Baryalei was also 
something of a revert after gaining 
a reputation for being ‘a big party 
animal… He gambled a lot... and he 
loved cocaine.’13  While Mahmoud 
Abdullatif had a Facebook page 

that was a testament to ‘his love of 
clubbing, partying, fast food and 
attractive women’ before it was 
suddenly concerned with religion.14 
For all of these Australians there 
was a sense of suddenly rejecting 
the enticements of a secular society 
and trading them for the seemingly 
purified religious atmosphere of an 
Islamic utopia. 

Fighting and Dying

The problem with writing about 
those who volunteered to fight 
for ISIS or even the Communists 
in Spain is that often the sources 
which detail their attitudes to 
combat are often propaganda rather 
than simple life-writing. However, 
what is interesting is the fact that a 
narrative pattern is discernible in 
the sources from both conflicts. The 
tone is generally one of bravado as 
young men reach the crucible of 
battle and re-emerge as warriors 
boasting of their preparedness to 
serve the cause. 

Thus it was that John Cornford, 
the budding poet, was able to 
boast in letters home that his love 
of the Party was deepening as he 
served along the Aragon Front. He 
celebrated being under fire: ‘going 
into action. …I shall fight like a 
Communist if not like a soldier.’  It 
was life on the Front rather than life 
as a political organiser at Cambridge 
that led him to confidently 
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Ralph Fox, as it happened), his lover 
Margot Heinemann wrote to Michael 
Straight19  a few days later: ‘I feel 
good about it now and I hope you 
will. I am absolutely all right and 
very proud.’20 

Supporters of ISIS show the same 
belief in the spiritual efficacy of the 
deaths of their loved ones. Thus 
the wife of Melbourne man Suhan 
Rahman boasted on Twitter ‘I’m the 
most content I have ever been in my 
life.’ She prayed: ‘May Allah accept 
my husband, Abu Jihad al Australi.’ 
Before adding: ‘Promised Allah and 
fought in the front lines until he 
obtained ‘shahadah’ [martyrdom].21 
The death of Rahman’s close friend, 
Mahmoud Abdullatif, was also 
greeted on twitter by a joyful wife: 
‘Till we reunite in Jannatul Firdaws 
[heaven] my dearest husband. You 
won the race! Heart of a green bird 
insha’Allah habibi”.22 Despite there 
being nearly eighty years between 
these two conflicts, both seem to 
inspire the belief that the fight for 
a utopia that guaranteed the fallen a 
martyr’s crown. 

The Discovery of Reality

Memoirs produced by returning 
combatants from Spain often include 
a moment when disillusion set 
in and faith in the cause died. As 
Jason Gurney explained in Crusade 
in Spain: ‘The prime difficulty was 
the demoralization of the men 
– they had been so stuffed with 
propaganda that they could not 
believe that the disasters which had 
befallen them could have occurred 
without active treachery in the 
command.’23 Many of the memoirs 
written by survivors reveal a vast 
distance between the expectations 
of soldiers prepared to die in what 
they saw as ‘a struggle between the 
forces of good in the world and the 
forces of evil’24 and the grim reality 
of injustice, incompetence and 
failure that quickly characterised 
life at the front. Naturally enough, 
this disillusion was absent from 
the accounts written by those who 
died. However it is often possible to 
glimpse its seeds. For instance, John 
Cornford tried to leave the unit with 

throw every single thing away, was 
when I seriously submitted to Allah 
...”16

In both Spain and Syria many 
of these volunteers were killed in 
battle. However, in both conflicts 
their loved ones and supporters 
doggedly maintained that death 
in the service of the cause was the 
ultimate honour. 

For fallen Communists 
shamelessly hagiographic memoirs 
were hastily printed in which their 
death was lauded a martyrdom in 
the cause of freedom. When Ralph 
Fox died in the attempt to retake 
Lopera, the novelist Michael Gold 
wrote: ‘So long, dear Ralph; some 
day Jerusalem will be born in 
England’s green and pleasant land, 
and the People will name their 
children proudly after you, who died 
that they might be free.’17  The Dean 
of Canterbury, in memorialising the 
Cambridge mathematician David 
Haden Guest, wrote of all the dead 
in Spain: ‘They are seed dropped 
in the ground, seed of immense 
potency, and the day will come when 
the things for which they died will 
triumph and in that triumph I, for 
one, am firmly convinced they will 
consciously share.’18  When John 
Cornford was killed (very close to 

announce: ‘I, John Cornford, am 
beginning to emerge above the 
surface again and recognise myself 
and enjoy myself, and it feels good.’ 

After being under fire and 
witnessing the infamously shambolic 
organisation of the Communists 
he wrote that his faith was actually 
being deepened by being tested. ‘I 
am beginning to find out how much 
the Party and the International 
have become flesh and blood of 
me. Even when I can put forward 
no rational argument, I feel that 
to cut adrift from the party is the 
beginning of political suicide.’15

This same bravado is often 
evident in the propaganda videos 
made by ISIS recruits from Western 
nations. Neil Prakash boasted in 
his video appearances that true 
devotion only came when he 
abandoned life in the west for the 
life of a soldier.  “I was shocked at 
myself. I was thinking, ‘What am 
I doing? I have a good life here. I 
have a job, I have an income, I 
have a car, I have a house. What 
sacrifice have I done for the sake 
of Allah?”  Thus, the choice to fight 
was a simple one because it was the 
choice for the absolute. “The only 
point at which I was able to make 
hijrah [migration], I was able to 

Hatred is never Right

A FLEEING TALIBAN terrorist, desperate for water, was plodding through 
the Afghan desert when he saw something far off in the distance. 

Hoping to find water, he hurried toward the mirage, only to find a very frail 
little old Jewish man standing at a small makeshift display rack, selling ties.
The Taliban terrorist asked, “Do you have water?”
The Jewish man replied, “I have no water. Would you like to buy a tie? They 
are only $5.”
The Taliban shouted hysterically, “Idiot Infidel. I need water!”
“Sorry, I have none, just ties – pure silk, and only $5.”
“Pahh! A curse on your ties! I should wrap one around your neck and choke 
the life out of you but . . . I must conserve my energy and find water!”
“Okay,” said the old Jewish man. “It does not matter that you do not want 
to buy a tie from me, or that you hate me, threaten my life, and call me 
infidel. I will show you that I am bigger than any of that. If you continue 
over that hill to the east for about two miles, you will find a restaurant. It 
has the finest food and all the ice-cold water you need. Go In Peace.”
Cursing him again, the desperate Taliban staggered away, over the hill.
Several hours later, he crawled back, almost dead, and gasped,
They won’t let me in without a tie!
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Communist Party of Great Britain) 
explicitly complains about the 
policy: ‘Drunkards, down and outs, 
criminals and others of this character 
are not wanted here. There should 
be a stop to recruiting in hostels and 
parks, Embankments (sic.) etc.’29 

Beneath the propaganda stories of 
inspired mass movements lurked the 
ugly reality which was often hidden 
from the foreign volunteer until it 
was too late. 

Conclusion

Like the Spanish Republican 
forces before it, ISIS has attracted 
some young men and women 
searching for the absolute; an 
experience of a purified and 
complete religious experience for 
which they might give their life. 
Both groups constructed a highly 
effective narrative of service, 
sacrifice and heroism. 

For the young men and women 
who went to Spain the story for 
most ended in either death or 
disillusion. For those who have 
travelled to Syria and Iraq the 
story is still being written but the 
evidence already suggests that it will 
have a similar ending. 

In his seminal work A Secular 
Age, Charles Taylor argued that the 
post-religious society often failed 
to satisfy the individual and their 
search for the transcendent; we 
might say the absolute. ‘…the things 
which surround us are dead, ugly, 
empty; and the way we organize 
them, shape them, arrange them, 
in order to live has no meaning, 
beauty, depth, sense. There can 
be a kind of nausea before this 
meaningless world.’30 

This experience of nausea seems 
to be central to the lives of the 
young people who suddenly respond 
to the metaphysical poverty of their 
secular societies by taking up arms 
in the service of a religion that is 
both inexorable and all-demanding.

Paul chigWidden, a graduate of Charles Sturt 
University, is a high school teacher living in Wagga 
Wagga. He is married with four children. To obtain 
a copy of this article with footnotes please ring 61-2-
9663-1263, or email editorannals@gmail.com or write 
to the editor  at PO Box 13, Kensington NSW 2033.  

One of the growing number 
described as ‘a former ISIS 
member,’ fifteen year old Syrian 
Kareem Mufleh revealed that he was 
threatened with being beheaded 
unless he fought for the group. 
He was then given the powerful 
anti-anxiety drug Zolam to make 
him fight. ‘That drug makes you 
lose your mind…If they give you 
a suicide belt and tell you to blow 
yourself up, you’ll do it.’28

Similar stories also emerged 
about the Spanish Civil War 
although they have often been 
ignored by historians. The former 
Communist and subsequent 
Catholic convert, Douglas Hyde, 
was long derided for his claim that 
‘when cannon-fodder was needed, 
one Party organizer’s job was to go 
around the Thames Embankment… 
looking for able-bodied down-
and-outs.’ And yet a letter André 
Marty (leader of the International 
Brigades) sent to Harry Pollitt 
(the General Secretary of the 

which he was fighting only to be 
forced back to the front. 

For those who survived and 
wrote their own memoirs, it was 
often in the final third of the book 
that the entire tone changed. For 
instance, George Orwell’s Homage 
to Catalonia opens with a glowing 
portrait of revolutionary Barcelona. 
‘I recognized it as a state of affairs 
worth fighting for… Above all, 
there was a belief in the revolution 
and the future, a feeling of having 
suddenly emerged into an era of 
equality and freedom.’ This was in 
December of 1936. 

By June of the following year 
Orwell was hiding in the same 
city while the POUM with whom 
he fought was being violently 
and systematically suppressed by 
Communist agents loyal to Stalin. ‘It 
was queer how everyone expressed 
it in almost the same words: ‘The 
atmosphere of this place – it’s 
horrible. Like being in a lunatic 
asylum.’’25 

This dramatic movement from 
hope to despair was a common 
feature of the memoirs of survivors, 
many of whom were forced to 
escape out of Spain across the 
Pyrenees, a journey more dangerous 
than their original trek across those 
same mountains into Spain. 

Obviously the generation who 
have taken up arms with ISIS in 
Syria and Iraq are yet to produce 
anything so coherent as a memoir. 
However, there are emerging a 
number of stories that reveal a clear 
sense of disillusion. For instance, 
Mohammad Ali Baryalei wept in an 
intercepted phone call made before 
he died. ‘“I don’t want to be here, 
man…I’m over it. I’m over it. Why 
would you wanna live this rubbish 
for?”’26 

Added to this there have emerged 
stories that reveal some of the 
recruits are joining in response to far 
less edifying incentives. The tactic 
of mass abductions has been widely 
discussed. But more recently, the use 
of drugs to coerce reluctant fighters 
into actions has also indicated that 
the nostalgia for the absolute is only 
a factor for some.27 

New in 1833

THE GREAT plot, plan, or 
purpose, call it what you 

will, of the Tractarian movement 
was to make Churchmen believe 
with a personal conviction that 
the Church of England was not a 
mere National Institution, like the 
House of Commons or the game 
of cricket, but a living branch of 
that Catholic Church which God 
had, from the beginning, endowed 
with sacramental gifts and graces, 
with a Priesthood apostolically 
descended, with a Creed, precise 
and specific, which it was the 
Church’s duty to teach, and man’s 
to believe, and with a ritual and 
discipline to be practised and 
maintained with daily piety and 
entire submission.
These were new ideas in 1833. 
When Dr. Newman was ordained 
in 1824, he has told us, he did 
not look on ordination as a 
sacramental rite.

– Augustine Birrell, Collected 
Essays, vol. II, London, Elliot Stock, 

‘Cardinal Newman,’ pp. 100-101.
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THE GODLESS 
STATE

ALTHOUGH THE Holy Roman 
Empire had been in decline 
since the late Middle Ages, and it 

had faded also as a valid, undisputed 
interpretation of history, it was not 
until the French Revolution that the 
spiritual framework which it provided—
and without which Europe could not 
have been formed—would shatter in a 
formal sense. This process had a major 
impact on both politics and ideals. In 
terms of ideals, there was a rejection of 
the sacred foundation both of history 
and of the state. History was no longer 
measured on the basis of an idea of 
God that had preceded and moulded 
it. The state came to be understood in 
purely secular terms, as grounded in 
rationalism and the will of the citizens.

The secular state arose for the 
first time in history, abandoning and 
excluding as mythological any divine 
guarantee or legitimation of the 
political element, and declaring that 
God is a private question that does 
not belong to the public sphere or to 
the democratic formation of the public 
will. Public life came to be considered 
the domain of reason alone, which had 
no place for a seemingly unknowable 
God: from this perspective, religion 
and faith in God belonged to the 
domain of sentiment, not of reason. 
God and His will therefore ceased to be 
relevant to public life.

In the late eighteenth and early 
nineteenth centuries, a new schism 

thus developed whose gravity we are 
only now grasping. There is no word 
for this schism in German, because 
in Germany it emerged very slowly. 
The romance languages, by contrast, 
define it as a division between Cattolici 
and laici. Over the past two centuries, 
a deep rift has opened between the 
two groups in the Latin nations. 
Protestant Christianity, by contrast, 
was initially able to accommodate 
liberal, enlightenment ideas without 
jeopardizing the framework of a broad 
Christian consensus. The ancient idea of 
Empire was shattered by the formation 

of powerful nation-states—defined by 
their distinctive linguistic spheres—
which proved to be the true bearers 
of history. In the place of Empire 
there was a plural historical subject, 
the great European nations, whose 
drama was that each considered itself 
the depository of a universal mission, 
creating potential conflicts whose 
fatal impact we have experienced so 
painfully in the century that has just 
elapsed.

Jo s e P h ratz i n g e r ,  ‘The Spiritual Roots of 
Europe: Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow,’ in 
Without Roots, Basic Books, New York, 2007, pp. 56-57.
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MEDIA MATTERS
By James murray

Beyond bananas

When then Treasurer Paul Keating, 
using the perdurable John Laws as 
his megaphone, told the nation that the 
recession we had to have was a preventive 
against Banana Republicanism, he could 
not for all his big picture gifts have known 
how far beyond bananas Australia would 
go.

It can be argued that Keating’s ouster of 
Bob Hawke began the unrest that subse-
quently took the nation on a five prime 
ministers/five year declension, a record 
for instability which continues with 
threats to usurper MP Malcolm Turnbull, 
compounded by exclusions of elected 
parliamentarians under Section 44 of the 
Constitution.

In large part this bananas in birthday-suit 
imbroglio derives from the nature of the 
Westminster System, criticised by Hilaire 
Belloc after a 1906-10 stint.  Elected 
politicians, he made clear, were a façade 
for civil servants who really ran things – a 
perception picked up in Antony Jay and 
Jonathan Lynn’s comedy, Yes Minister.  

Incidentally Belloc when elected an 
MP was a naturalised British citizen who 
retained the citizenship of his birthplace 
France (where he did his military service 
with an artillery unit).  

LOL Bill

Labor Opposition Leader Bill Shorten 
has hitched his election wagon to three 
nags: republicanism, taxes and ‘Marriage 
Equality’ (or ‘Gay Marriage’/‘Same Sex 
Marriage’ whichever plays better with focus 
groups). 

In relation to the republic, Section 44 
may need adjusting to clarify whether the 
Australian Republic president must be born 
here. 

Had the birth rule not applied in the 
United States, Arnold Schwarzenegger 

might have got up as president and flexed 
the muscles that helped to wreck California.   

Don T

There again, Donald Trump was born 
in the USA.  Had he been born in his 
mother’s birthplace, North Uist, Outer 
Hebrides, he might well have been happier 
crofting, gathering kelp and tossing the 
caber.  And the world might have been less 
nervous.   

As it is, what needs to be emphasised 
is that the American Constitution makes 
the President a monarchical commander-
in-chief for four to eight years.  But the 
framers of the constitution, having dealt 
with an intermittently mad king George III, 
hedged the presidential power.

President Donald (Crazy Fox) Trump is 
testing the strength of the hedging.  Not 
in Machiavellian fashion as some suggest.  
Machiavelli was a rationalist who from his 
own time would have best understood one 
thing about Trump: his nepotism. 

Trump is ego-driven.  His rules are less 
Machiavellian than farcical in the Marxist 
mode of Groucho, Harpo, Chico and 
Zeppo, not Karl of that ilk – although Das 
Kapital has been used as a playbook for 
tragi-farce (Think Russia’s Trump, President 
Leonid Brezhnev who said, ‘The trouble 
with free elections is you never know who 
is going to win’). 

Mucci ado 

Record breakers deserve attention.  So 
turn up the applause machine for Anthony 
Scaramucci and his 10 days as President 
Donald Trump’s communications director 
which took us deep into what was once 
wild asterisk territory.  

Cue for  everyone to  remember 
Talleyrand’s remark that profanity is 
the means whereby the inarticulate give 
themselves the impression of eloquence.
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Talleyrand was a cleric.  President Trump 
has acknowledged the influence of late 
Methodist preacher Norman Vincent Peale; 
he should recruit a clerical adviser – if 
only to supervise a White House swear box 
and create revenue to set against America’s 
appalling debt.    

Marriage negativity 

Politics, the art of the possible, is 
cemented with compromise. But the 
proactive antics of Liberal Party, ‘Marriage 
Equality’ proponent are divisively far from 
compromise on the agreed plebiscite.  
Okay, they have declared their personal 
interest.  Yet how is it that only in the 
second decade of the 21st century AD 
politicians feel a need to do so?

In previous centuries, politicians with 
a personal interest in a wife and mistress 
(and/or a homosexual partner) did not 
rise to move a private members bill to give 
them ‘Marriage Equality’ satisfaction. 

 Why?  Naturally, they understood 
that traditional marriage is the bedrock 
(inevitable pun) of civilisation.  

Play it again, Sam

How funny-peculiar to watch a promo for 
ABC TV’s Australian Story using the slogan 
The Rise and Fall of Senator Sam Dastyari, 
yet on the same Breakfast News bulletin 
(July 31) watch him call for the banning of 
all political donations. 

Senator Dastyari may have tripped over 
his own Chinese aid, he has not fallen; he 
has bounced by adding the anti-donations 
ban to anti-corporate tax evasion and 
advocacy of public-interest journalism. 

What of private-public interest?  Among 
its notable dynastic exponents are the 
Hearsts ,  Sulzbergers,  Harmsworths, 
Aitkens, Kemsleys, Thompsons, Fairfaxes, 
Packers, and not least Murdochs.

Benefits?  Sometimes the scales tip one 
way, sometimes the other.  Occasionally, 
they achieve balance.  Even in dynasties, 
however, private interest decays, public 
interest is forever the world lasts.  

The which detour brings us back to 
Australian Story where Dastyari visited his 
birthplace Iran and admitted mistakes while 
receiving bouquets in greater number than 
brickbats.  Among those who appeared on 

camera were his father, mother and sister, 
his wife Helen and children as well as 
politicians Bill Shorten and Nick Xenophon. 

After the broadcast, the sharpest brickbat 
was ‘infomercial’.  The ABC was also 
criticised for the show being a plug for 
the Dastyari apologia, One Halal of a Story 
(Melbourne University Press).  The ABC 
responded with ‘public interest’.

Absences can be more significant 
than presences.  At this writing your 
correspondent awaits a follow-up on the 
most significant absentee: Dastyari’s father-
in-law Peter Barron, apparatchik to Labor’s 
Bob Hawke and to the late Kerry Packer. 

Obvious point: apparatchiks of Peter 
Barron’s high calibre remain in the 
background,

Obvious question: is Barron minding 
Senator Dastyari as he bounces back?  

BBC/ABC of inequity    

Reports of the inequitable division 
of public monies between female and 
male staff at the British Broadcasting 
Corporation did not trigger immediate, 
outraged follow-up at the Australian 
Broadcasting Corporation, nor at SBS or 
other commercial channels.   

Had the revelation concerned similar 
inequities in ecclesiastical stipend scales no 
doubt make-up departments would have 
turned from lip gloss to spray-on froth.   

The BBC revelation also comprised 
information that not all pay scales were to 
be public.  The pay of performers under 
BBC Studio – that is, broadly, the film 
production entity – remain undisclosed. 

For its series and one-off dramas, the 
ABC does not appear to have a similar 
entity.  But what is the position of its 
performers when such material is profitably 
exported?  Is the profit shared by way of 
residuals or deducted from the taxpayer 
subsidy? 

National broadcasters duty-bound to 
reveal industrial, banking and ecclesiastical 
revenues in the public interest surely have 
an even greater duty when the public 
interest coincides with taxpayer subsidy?   

Barry good

Here Paul Barry, of the ABC Media 
Watch, rates applause.  His $100,000-plus 
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per annum has been widely reported. 
Occasionally, your correspondent has been 
tempted to send him a bonus bottle of 
plonk.

Barry has drawn attention to the way 
corporate logos of banks appear when 
spokespersons comment to the no-ads 
ABC on financial matters.  This, your 
correspondent points out, without reference 
to bank derelictions including allegations 
of mulit-million terror-money laundering at 
the Commonwealth Bank.

The ABC first aired these allegations.  
It has also displayed the Commonwealth 
Bank logo.  Such display by the national 
broadcaster reinforces the bank’s probity 
image.      

More recently (down the running order) 
Barry remarked on ABC coverage of a 
survey about levels of domestic violence 
among churchgoers in the United States.

The 7.30 diva Leigh Sales chose to 
introduce the survey with the lines,  ‘We 
talk about women in Islam but statistically 
it is evangelical Christian men who attend 
church sporadically who are more likely to 
assault their wives.’ 

The diva of The Drum, Julia Baird, went 
wider, tying the matter to her argument that 
such domestic violence would not end until 
women were given an equal place in the 
church.

No mention of Queen Victoria, subject of 
a Baird biography, or of Queen Elizabeth 
II, holders of the supreme headship of the 
Church of England.    

Barry, to reinforce his contra point, relied 
on Sky News footage from Andrew Bolt, 
News Corp commentator at large. 

Generally at issue is equivalence which 
avoids the folk-wisdom, ‘Two wrongs don’t 
make a right.’  But in any case, equivalence 
is not a substitute for true balance based on 
hard evidence.

Linked to equivalence is the debating 
point, epitomised in the daft line that you 
have more chance of being killed by a 
falling fridge than by a terrorist. 

The representative of Al Jazeera (English) 
Mehdi Hasan came up with a variation; 
on ABC Q&A he opined that there was 
too much coverage of terrorism.  Nice one: 

Al Jazeera footage fills gaps if the ABC’s 
brave heart correspondents, Matt Brown 
and Sophie McNeil, are hors de combat.

As Hasan did his bit, the face of Q&A 
director/first fiddle, Tony Jones was a study 
in perplexity.  Could he rely on the man 
from Al Jazeera for the inside dope on 
support for the Muslim Brotherhood in 
Doha, Qatar, Al Jazeera’s base?  

 Not an idle question: reportedly Jones 
has taken leave (partial) to write a book 
on terrorism.  He may establish whether 
anyone is suggesting that if security were 
relaxed, assassinations, individual and 
multiple, would be reduced to falling-fridge 
level.

Or for that matter, flying pigs hitting 
jumbo jets.   

Rudd ups volumes      

Marvellous to read reports that Macmillan 
has signed Kevin Rudd to write his 
memoirs.  Appropriately in light of Rudd’s 
double PM stint it’s scheduled to be a 
two-volume job. 

What could be more appropriate for 
a politician who has made an Everest 
of exuberant verbosity?  One thing: his 
daughter Jessica should have been given 
all his papers to complete a trilogy with her 
witty Campaign Ruby and Ruby Blue.

Savvy readers will recall that Macmillan, 
now controlled by Bertelsmann of Germany, 
was once the family company of ex-PM 
Harold Macmillan whose descendants 
contravened his sagacious advice about not 
selling the family silver.

Perhaps more sagacious was his quip in 
1982 when Pope John Paul II, accompanied 
by the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr Robert 
Runcie, went as a pilgrim to celebrate Mass 
at Canterbury Cathedral.

‘Like the landlord,’ Macmillan said, ‘seeing 
whether the tenant is keeping the property 
up.’ 

In its ironic way, the quip echoed the 
New Testament quotation in Pope John 
Paul’s homily – ‘That they may be one.’

© Austral-Media 2017.
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By 2007, 51 per cent of young people [in the USA]  reported that being famous was 
one of their top personal goals. …  The girls were then asked which of the following 
jobs they would like to have. Nearly twice as many said they’d rather be a celebrity’s 

personal assistant — for example, Justin Bieber’s — than president of Harvard.

BLESSED BE THE EGOISTIC INDIVIDUALS
By Paul Kelly

N THE LITANY of 
words about the census 
the core issue has been 
avoided — the almost 
certain link between the 
generational decline in 
the Christian faith as 

guide to the common good, and the 
collapsing relationship between the 
people and the political system.

The reality is staring us in the 
face. Yet it cannot be spoken, 
cannot be entertained, 
cannot be discussed because 
there is no greater heresy 
and no more offensive 
notion than that the loss of 
Christian faith might have a 
downside.

Christianity has fallen 
from 88 per cent of the 
population in 1966 to 52 per 
cent today, and seems sure 
to slide soon below the 50 
per cent threshold. It would 
be absurd to pretend this 
epic change does not have 
profound consequences for 
society since it constitutes 
the eclipse of a particular 
conception of human nature.

At the same time the 
past decade has witnessed 
a shattering of trust across 
the Western world including 
Australia between the 
people on one hand and 
politicians and elites on the other. 
This dysfunction in Australia has 
multiple causes within politics 
itself: the identity crisis of the major 
parties, the rise of negative politics, 

a self-interested Senate, leadership 
failures and internal disunity.

It is obvious, however, there is 
a deeper problem, that something 
more profound has gone wrong. 
The sense of a community of shared 
values is disintegrating. The most 
fundamental norms, accepted for 
centuries, are now falling apart 
as disputes erupt about family, 
education, gender, sexuality, 

marriage, tradition, patriotism, life 
and death.

The decline in our civic 
virtue is undisguised, respect 
for institutional authority has 
eroded, the idea of a common 

community purpose is undermined, 
trust is in retreat but the most 
important singular development 
is the transformed notion of the 
individual — the obsession about 
individual autonomy in every 
aspect of life: love, work, race, sex, 
culture and death. Put harshly but 
not inaccurately, it is narcissism 
presented as self-realisation and 
human rights.

The idea that our 
democracy is founded on 
core moral truths about 
human nature has collapsed 
— or is collapsing. Donald 
Trump’s election as President 
was driven by fear the 
American dream had been 
cancelled and by alarm that 
elites led a separate life and 
used power for their self-
interest. But the deeper 
source was a feeling that the 
moral foundations of the 
country were eroding.

Confronting the US 
dilemma, American writer 
George Weigel said: “The 
first step is to recognise 
that American politics is in 
crisis because our public 
moral culture is in crisis. The 
second step is to recognise 
that American public moral 
culture is in crisis because of 

a false understanding of freedom. 
And the third step is to recognise 
that the false notion of freedom 
evident across the spectrum of 
American politics is based on a 
false anthropology: a distorted idea 

narCissisM as selF-realisaTion
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of the human person and human 
aspiration.”

If this sounds too lofty or 
too deep, let’s revert to the 
brilliant 2015 book by New York 
Times columnist David Brooks, The 
Road to Character, to offer down-
to-earth examples of what has 
happened.

Brooks says: “Psychologists 
have a thing called the narcissism 
test. They read people statements 
and ask if the statements apply to 
them. Statements such as ‘I show 
off if I get the chance because I 
am extraordinary’. The median 
narcissism score has risen 30 per 
cent in the last two decades. Ninety-
three per cent of young people 
score higher than the middle score 
just 20 years ago.

“By 2007, 51 per cent of young 
people reported that being famous 
was one of their top personal goals. 
In one study middle-school girls 
were asked who they would most 
like to have dinner with. Jennifer 
Lopez came in first, Jesus Christ 
came in second and Paris Hilton 
third. The girls were then asked 
which of the following jobs they 
would like to have. Nearly twice 
as many said they’d rather be a 
celebrity’s personal assistant — for 
example, Justin Bieber’s — than 
president of Harvard.

“As I look around the popular 
culture I kept finding the same 
message everywhere: You are 
special. Trust yourself. Be true 
to yourself. Movies from Pixar 
and Disney are constantly telling 
children how wonderful they are. 
Commencement speeches are 
larded with the same cliches: Follow 
your passion. Don’t accept limits. 
Chart your own course. You have 
a responsibility to do great things 
because you are so great.”

Brooks argues there has been 
a “moral shift” in the way parents 
now raise children and this has 
permeated through institutions 
from Girl Scouts to the churches. 
He quotes a Texas preacher telling 
his flock: “You were made to excel. 
You were made to leave a mark on 
this generation.”

Australian writer Anne Manne, 
in her 2014 book The Life of I, 
says: “Changes in our culture 
have created an economic, social 
and relational world that not only 
supports but actually celebrates 
narcissism, cultivating and 
embedding it as a character trait.”

She says by the mid-2000s The 
New York Times declared that 
narcissism was not only an 
academic “growth industry” but 
also the explanation favoured “by 
columnists, bloggers and television 
psychologists”.

“Narcissism had become a central 
problem of our time,” Manne says. 
She quotes a prophetic passage 
from the path-breaking 1979 book 
by Christopher Lasch, The Culture of 
Narcissism,where Lasch talks about 
the preoccupation with self: “People 
now responded to others as if their 
actions were being recorded and 
simultaneously transmitted to an 
unseen audience or stored up for 
close scrutiny at some later time.”

Manne references the work by 
academics Keith Campbell and 
Jean Twenge showing the rise in 
narcissism over generations. They 
called the problem an “epidemic”. 
According to Manne’s summary, 
Campbell and Twenge concluded 
that “what makes a child grow into 

a narcissist is spoiling, indulgence, 
an absence of moral discipline in 
building character and a culture of 
excessive praise, of telling children 
they are special”.

“The new terror is to be 
invisible,” Manne says. “As 
playwright Preston Sturges once 
quipped, ‘He was forgotten before 
he was remembered.’ Lena Dunham, 
the clever and creative writer 
behind the hit show Girls,put 
the new sensibility this way: ‘My 
dad finds Twitter just infinitely 
unrelatable. He’s like, Why would 
you want to tell anybody what I had 
for a snack, it’s private! And I’m like, 
Why would you even have a snack 
if you didn’t tell anybody? Why 
bother eating?’ ”

Now reflect again on Weigel’s 
bedrock argument: that we have a 
“distorted idea of the human person 
and human aspiration”. In a deft 
juxtaposition, Brooks exposes how 
far we have come and how far we 
have fallen.

His book begins with a reflection 
on the generation of the Depression 
and World War II — described by 
writers but not themselves as the 
“greatest generation”. You might 
remember them, perhaps they were 
your parents, the last generation of 
the universal Christian norm.

Private Opinion

THE ARTICLES of this English Protestant Church, in the infancy thereof, 
they thought good to draw up in general terms, foreseeing that 

posterity would grow up to fill the same: I mean these holy men did 
prudently prediscover that differences in judgements would unavoidably 
happen in the Church, and were loath to unchurch any, and drive them off 
from an ecclesiastical communion for such petty differences, which made 
them pen the Articles in comprehensive words, to take in all who, differing 
in the branches, meet in the root of the same religion.
“Thus was the doctrine of the Church cast into a short and plain form; 
in which they took care both to establish the positive articles of Religion 
and to cut off the errors formerly introduced in the time of Popery, or 
of late broached by the Anabaptists and enthusiasts of Germany; 
avoiding the niceties of schoolmen, or the peremptoriness of the writers 
of controversy; leaving, in matters that are more justly controvertible, 
a liberty to divines to follow their private opinions without thereby 
disturbing the peace of the Church.”

– Bishop Burnet, History of the Reformation, I,ii, p.168. Quoted Selected 
Writings of Sydney Smith, op.cit. p.115. Sydney Smith [1771-1845] was a 
Anglican clergyman, essayist, wit, and founder of The Edinburgh Review.
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letter words, nudity or sex, crime 
was low, few people even in poor 
neighbourhoods had served prison 
time and there was virtually no 
problem with illegal drugs.

On the other hand, people drank 
like fish and smoked like chimneys. 
The south was racially segregated, 
racial disadvantage was huge, the 
civil rights movement was about 
to erupt, women were held back, 
pollution in some cities had become 
untenable, poverty was disguised 
but widespread. The cultural 
revolution seeded in the 60s was 
at hand. It was an irresistible tidal 
wave propelled by a changing 
world, technology and a baby-boom 
generation.

As Murray says, Betty Friedan 
published The Feminine Mystique in 
1963, Rachel Carson’s Silent 
Spring had appeared in 1962 
triggering the environmental 
movement, Ralph Nader had begun 
his critique of the auto industry on 
behalf of consumers, Bob Dylan’s 
theme songs were being released 
and the Beatles had captured the 
youth of the West. Each of these 
events would resonate in Australia.

The rise of progressive values in 
the name of freedom and justice 
would march in parallel with the 
decline of religious faith. Put 
another way, they were different 
sides of the same coin. Eventually, 
the revolution took judicial and 
legal form. The greatest institution 
that embodied the new social order 
was the US Supreme Court.

In a series of judgments, 
the court redefined the idea of 
freedom and human nature. Weigel 
captures this, quoting from the 
majority decision in the 1992 
planned parenthood case. “At the 
heart of liberty,” the judges said, 
“is the right to define one’s own 
concept of existence, of meaning, 
of the universe and of the mystery 
of human life.” Led by Justice 
Anthony Kennedy, this philosophy 
was repeated in the more recent 
decision to impose same-sex 
marriage.

At this point individual 
autonomy and human rights 

Brooks does not make the link 
to Christianity — yet the link is 
unavoidable. Many of the virtues of 
the greatest generation are lost or 
fading. Some people fight to retain 
them and are traduced as a result. It 
is impossible, however, to separate 
those virtues from the Christian 
norms that were so pervasive at the 
time. Narcissism was in short supply 
and never rewarded. In those days 
Christian virtue was the norm and, 
critically, it was always the default 
position.

Christianity shaped not just the 
view of human nature, individual 
morality and how people were 
expected to behave. It also shaped 
the social norms. American 
sociologist Charles Murray says: 
“Religion’s role as a source of social 
capital is huge.”

Murray refers to Robert Putnam 
who, in his classic book Bowling 
Alone, says: “As a rough rule of 
thumb our evidence shows (that) 
nearly half of all associational 
memberships are church-related, 
half of all personal philanthropy is 
religious in character and half of all 
volunteering occurs in a religious 
context.”

As Murray points out, the 
post-war standards of American 
society were overwhelmingly 
shaped by religious norms. There 
was near universal marriage, 
divorce was rare, television shows 
mirrored “the American way of 
life”, in films there were no four-

What did they achieve?
Apart from suffering economic 

hardship, they won a war, beat 
the Germans, beat the Japanese, 
changed the world, backed their 
mates, returned home, raised 
families and contributed to their 
society. Guess what: they stayed 
humble. They didn’t beat their 
chests, didn’t say how great they 
were, didn’t seek media attention, 
ask what the country was doing 
for them, behave like narcissists or 
declare how extraordinary they were 
— when they had claims to being 
extraordinary.

Not only did they not boast about 
their achievements. Often they 
refused to even talk about them. 
How remarkable and humble was 
that? Brooks quotes Ernie Pyle, a 
war correspondent, saying: “We did 
not win it because destiny created us 
better than all other people.” Brooks 
says: “Their collective impulse was 
to warn themselves against pride 
and self-glorification.”

Many will recall the Australians 
of that era, a society of 88 per cent 
Christian nomination. People then 
had a different view of human 
nature. Yet their modesty, humility 
and Christian forbearance makes no 
sense in today’s world. The past is 
just a foreign country. Some of their 
generation went to church, others 
didn’t, some keenly avoided entering 
a church. But that was of no account. 
They were part of a Christian society 
in its outlook and virtues and view 
of human nature.

The progressives — and Brooks 
agrees to a certain extent — say the 
world has improved since the 1950s 
and 60s, when sexism, racism and 
homophobia were rampant. The 
truth is that values have changed; 
some of the changes are good and 
some are bad. For Brooks, it is a 
question of character.

He says: “The more I looked into 
that period, the more I realised I 
was looking into a different moral 
country. I began to see a different 
view of human nature, a different 
attitude about what is important in 
life, a different formula for how to 
live a life of character and depth.”

Friends

A FAITHFUL friend is a sure 
shelter,

whoever finds one has found a 
rare treasure.

A faithful friend is something 
beyond price,

There is no measuring his worth.
A faithful friend is the elixir of life,
and those who fear the Lord will 

find one.
Whoever fears the Lord makes 

true friends,
for as a man is, so is his friend.

– Book of Ecclesiasticus, 6, 14-17.
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leaders was once to uphold the 
values of the civilisation; now, more 
often than not, it is to dismantle 
them.

Pivotal to this transition is 
the progressive attack on the 
Aristotelian framework that made 
the West a success. This concept 
was articulated at various stages 
by the popes, notably Leo XIII 
and Pius XI. As outlined by Tulsa 
University professor Russell 
Hittinger, this envisages three 
“necessary” elements for human 
happiness: domestic society 
(marriage and family), faith and 
church and, finally, political society. 
A brief reflection might confirm the 
wisdom of this framework.

It is, however, now being 
dismantled in the new and manic 
crusade of human freedom. 
Progressive doctrine denies any 
preferred model for family structure 
since that would be prejudicial and 
discriminatory; it now approaches 
its ultimate objective in the realm 
of faith — to drive religion from the 
public square and reject the role of 
religion and church as a mobiliser 
of social capital in a secular society.

The final logic is that everything 
depends upon politics. As the 
society of family and marriage 
becomes mired in confusion, as the 
society of church and religion is 
the target of assault, so the society 
of politics is being asked to assume 
a role and burden utterly beyond 
its capacity and guaranteed to leave 
community-wide unhappiness.

The tripartite design that made 
the West such a workable and 
successful proposition is being 
torn part. Once dismantled, it 
cannot be put back together. This 
is being done in the name of 
justice, rights and progress. There 
was an inevitability about the 
decline of Christian faith, but there 
was nothing inevitable about the 
dismal pretender that presents as its 
replacement.

Paul kelly is Editor-At-Large, The Australian. This 
article appeared first in The Australian, July 8, 2017. 
He was previously Editor-in-Chief of the paper and 
he writes on Australian politics, public policy and 
international affairs.

(what some might call “the Big 
Me”) replaced the concept of an 
objective moral order founded in 
the Christian tradition. The notion 
of a God-ordained morality was 
swept aside along with its view of 
mankind as more than a bundle of 
desires to be sanctified as human 
rights. Man, not God, was enshrined 
at the centre of the universe.

The judges reflected the spirit of 
the age and the cultural revolution 
that had transformed the West. The 
idea of freedom was separated from 
a higher order moral duty and tied 
to personal self-realisation and self-
esteem. Narcissism was legitimised. 
Weigel says: “There is no claim 
here that the American democratic 
experiment rests on self-evident 
moral truths.” The upshot was a 
society of many truths; each person 
was granted autonomy to decide his 
or her own moral truth.

What does this mean for politics?
It requires little insight to 

conclude such a society and 
culture that prioritises a cult of 
“individualism” when translated 
into the political sphere is less 
cohesive and united, more divided 
over existing norms, less willing 
to accept the decisions and 
compromises of political leaders, 
far more difficult for politicians 
to manage and persuade and, 
above all, from which to extract 
a working majority position. In 
short, governing is harder, the gap 
between politicians and public 
more difficult to bridge and the 
society divided at its essence.

There is, however, an even 
deeper problem.

As the moral status of the 
church declines, the moral status 
of progressive ideology grows. 
Vacuums will be filled. Because the 
Christian ethos was tied to the past 
and tradition, it became a target 
for the new ideology of personal 
freedom. This is founded in the 
view that settler societies such as 
America and Australia have failed 
to come to terms with the racism, 
indigenous exploitation, sexism, 
patriarchy and monoculturalism at 
their heart. The task of community 

Available Now

ISAIAH
An Introductory Commentary 

MICHAEL FALLON, MSC

‘Then you shall see the radiant; 
your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 

because the abundance of the seas 
shall be brought to you. ...

They shall bring gold and frankincense 
and shall proclaim the praise of YHWH.’

— Isaiah 49, 18, 22. 

RECENT scholarship points towards 
the existence, during and after the 

Babylonian exile, of what we might 
term the Isaian school [rather than 
individual prophets] who continued 
to rethink their history in the light of 
the inspired words of the great eighth 
century prophet Isaiah.

Price  $30
[includes postage, GST and handling]

Available now from
CHEVALIER PRESS PO Box 13, 

Kensington NSW 2033 
Ph: (02) 9662 7894, Fax: (02) 9662 1910
Email : chevalierpress@gmail.com

Michael Fallon is a Missionary of the 
Sacred Heart [MSC]. His books, lectures 

and CDs have made a significant 
contribution to Biblical literacy among 

all who seek insights into the Bible. See 
his website www.michaelfallonmsc.com

ASK FOR A LIST OF OUR OTHER  
CATHOLIC PUBLICATIONS



ANNALS AUSTRALASIA  38  AUGUST 2017

Peter, who was not a Roman citizen, was crucified in Emperor Nero’s race course 
in the Vatican zone.  Both were buried at a short distance from where they were 

killed: Peter among some Christian but mostly pagan tombs on the Vatican slope and 
Paul near the Tiber on the road to the port of Ostia in the estate of a Christian.

PETER AND PAUL IN ROME
By Desmond 0’Grady

ETER AND PAUL 
are attracting new 
interest in Rome.  
A  m u l t i m e d i a 
museum,  based 
o n  a  d e c a d e 
o f  r e s e a r c h , 

restorat ion work and recent 
archaeological findings, has been 
opened in what was their prison.    

It stands in the 
Roman Forum 
near the end of 
the route ancient 
armies took to 
celebrate victories.   
Captured enemies 
were displayed 
during the march 
and then dropped 
off at the prison 
now called the 
Mamertine. 

It was a few 
steps from the 
Roman Curia 
building, seat of 
the Senate, and  
the Tribunal where 
the prisoners 
would be tried.  

Opened in mid- 2016, the 
museum displays archaeological 
findings such as stone structures, 
skeletons, pottery and mineralised 
seeds of lemons, figs, vines, olives 
from votive offerings made before 
the Christian era.  

 The first building there, dating 
from about the 7th century B.C, was 
around a well which was probably 
a sacred site.  Above it, in the next 

century, a prison was built to hold 
political prisoners, either locals or 
foreigners, considered enemies of 
Rome.  A contemporary described it 
as “dark and smelly.” 

In the Middle Ages the prison 
was transformed into a church.   In 
the 16th century the Carpenters’ 
Confraternity was allowed to build 
a still extant church, St Joseph of 

the Carpenters, above the prison. It 
is a multilayered complex.

Because of recent restoration, 
some frescoes of the 9th- 13thth 
century church can still be 
deciphered even though faded and 
fragmentary.  

The most striking is that of 
Christ with his arm around the 
shoulders of Peter who is  smiling 
at him.  They are great mates. I 
have never seen another image of 

Christ and Peter in which they are 
so fraternal.  Peter has white hair,  
moustache and beard as in the 
earliest image of him held in the 
Vatican Museum. 

There are also fragments of  
Madonna of Mercy frescoes in 
which lay people are sheltered 
within the cape which Mary holds 
wide.   These frescoes date from 

the 11th century 
which makes them 
the world’s oldest 
images of the 
Madonna of Mercy.    

Old plaques 
in the  Museum 
list many other 
prisoners who were 
allegedly held there, 
including leaders of 
various resistance 
movements to the 
a l l - c o n q u e r i n g 
Romans such as 
Ve r c i n g e t o r i x , 
leader of the Gauls; 
Giugurta king of 
Numidia in North 
Africa and several 

Jewish defenders of Jerusalem 
when it was attacked by forces 
under Titus and Vespasian.  

Also named are the losers in 
Roman factional strife such as 
supporters of the Gracchi revolt and 
allies of the conspirator, Catilina.   
According to a plaque, Christians 
martyrs other than Peter and Paul 
were held there, including St 
Lawrence who was burnt to death 
because he would not disclose 

CaTholiC hisTory

The Mamertine Prison, where Sts Peter and Paul were imprisoned. Above the 
ancient prison is the Church of St Joseph of the Artisans. The steps on the left 

lead up to the Capitoline Hill, and the Campidoglio designed by Michaelangelo.
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the whereabouts of the wealth the 
Church used for the poor.

St Peter is said to have baptised 
his guardians, Processo and 
Martiniano, who, as a result, were 
beheaded and are considered 
martyrs.   

There is a tradition that the 
chains which bound Peter are 
preserved under the main altar 
of St Pietro in Vincoli ( St. Peter 
in Chains ) basilica which is not 
far from the Forum.  The claim is 
undocumented but the chains are 
of the first century period.

Tradition links several Roman 
sites to Paul’s period in the city.   
Information in English for visitors 
posted outside churches in Rome 
use the word ‘legend’ for what is 
tradizione in the Italian original.   
Many take legend to mean a tall 
tale, but tradizione  really means 
what is handed down which may be 
pious wishful thinking or convey a 
truth.  Much of what is said about 
Peter and Paul in Rome is based on 
tradition.

Paul’s presence in the prison was 
first attested by mediaeval frescoes. 
He had been arrested in Palestine 
but, being a Roman citizen, 
successfully asked to be judged by 
the Emperor.   He arrived in Rome 
in 60 AD and spent two years in a 
rented lodging as recounted in the 
Acts of the Apostles: ‘Paul spent the 
whole of the two years in his own 
rented  lodging.  He welcomed all 
who came to visit him,  proclaiming  
the kingdom of God and teaching 
the truth about the Lord Jesus 
Christ with complete freedom and 
without hindrance from anyone.’

Where did he live?  There have 
been many different answers.  The 
likeliest seems to be at the site 
where the church of S.Paolo in 
Regola now stands.   This was a 
busy zone, close to the Jewish 
quarter Trastevere (where St. Peter 
is said to have lived) and also to the 
central city where, presumably, Paul 
had dealings with officials.   He was 
also not far from the house, on the 
Aventine hill, of Prisca and Aquila, 
tent- makers with whom he had 
lived in Corinth and who had saved 

his life.  The church of Saint Prisca 
now stands where they lived.  (Peter 
is believed to have frequented their 
house also and to have lived in that 
of Pudenziana, the daughter of a 
converted Roman Senator, which is 
beneath the extant church of Saint 
Pudenziana.) 

Paul, who described himself 
as ‘tired’ and ‘abandoned’ after 
‘fighting the good fight’  returned 
to Rome again four or five years 
later when Emperor Nero’s 
persecution was underway.  He was 
arrested and beheaded outside the 
walls which was the death sentence 
Roman citizens received.  

Peter, who was not a Roman 
citizen, was crucified in Emperor 
Nero’s race course in the Vatican 
zone.  Both were buried at a short 
distance from where they were 
killed: Peter among some Christian 
but mostly pagan tombs on the 
Vatican slope and Paul near the 
Tiber on the road to the port of 
Ostia in the estate of a Christian. 

Several early Christian writers 
affirmed their joint presence in 
the city.  About the beginning 
of the third century the Roman 
cleric Gaius, in a polemic with a 
certain Proclus, wrote “If you come 
to the Vatican or on the road to 
Ostia, I will show you the victory 
monuments of those who founded 
this church.”  For Gaius the tombs 

of Peter and Paul were signs of their 
triumph.       

Some deny that Peter and Paul 
ever came to Rome but this is less 
sustainable after the search for 
St. Peter’s tomb under St. Peter’s 
basilica and a probe into St Paul’s 
tomb under St. Paul-outside-the-
walls.

In 1976 Paul VI announced that 
the excavations under St. Peter’s 
basilica had discovered his bones. 
St Paul-outside- the-Walls was built 
above a tomb which in ancient 
times was inscribed as that of St. 
Paul.   

In 2005 Vatican archaeologists 
confirmed that the tomb lay 
beneath the main altar, they made 
a probe through its side which 
showed it dated from Paul’s era but 
the tomb was not opened.   

Just as St. Peter’s and St Paul’s 
enshrine the remains of Peter and 
Paul, the Mamertine museum offers 
an insight into the  last days of their 
lives.  On June 29  each year, their 
joint feast day, fishnets are draped 
on the façade of St. Peter’s as a 
reminder of Peter’s trade before 
one day he was given a chance to 
become a fisher of men, and that 
changed everything.  

For further information: info@
operaromanapellegrinaggio.org 

desmond o’grady is a Rome-based Australian free-
lance writer.

No Reference to Rome

THE [FRENCH] NATIONAL Assembly’s attitude to the Catholic Church 
and its hier archy reflected [Rousseau’s] thinking. The holocaust 

of 4 August 1789 saw the end not only of all feudal rights, but also of 
ecclesiastical prerogatives. Tithes and other rights pertaining to parishes, 
bishoprics and religious foun dations were abolished at a stroke. Unlike 
their lay counterparts, parish priests did not enjoy alternative means of 
subsistence. Accordingly, On a November the Assembly voted to sell off 
the entire estate of the Church, and to use the proceeds to pay the clergy 
a salary. In February 1790 the Assembly decreed the invalidity of monastic 
vows, thereby abolishing religious orders. It then replaced the 135 bishops 
with 85, one for each departement, and provided one cure for every 6000 
inhabitants. Bishops were henceforth to be elected (by an electorate 
including non-believers, Protestants and Jews) without reference to Rome.

- Adam Zamoyski, Holy Madness, Romantics, Patriots and Revolutionaries 
1776-1871, Weidenfeld and Nicholson, London, 199, p.64
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MoviesFinal Portrait   

With his performance as David 
Helfgott, piano virtuoso, Geoffrey 
Rush won an Oscar in1996.  Back 
then he was directed by Scott Hicks.  
Now directed by Stanley Tucci, Rush 
may be heading for another Oscar 
for his performance as the artist 
Alberto Giacometti. 

Tucci, who also wrote the script, 
and cinematographer Danny Cohen 
set the film almost exclusively in 
Giacometti’s ramshackle studio 
apartment in Paris.

 There he bickers with his 
mistress Annette (Sylvie Testud), 
flirts with Caroline (Clémence  
Poésy) and copes with his 
brother and assistant Diego (Tony 
Shalhoub).

Testud’s tantrum as a mistress 
wanting marriage and a dress 
allowance is priceless.  Poésy 
demonstrates her gift for magnetic 
stillness. 

All this, while Giacometti paints 
and repaints a portrait of James Lord 
(Armie Hammer).

James Faulkner makes an 
appearance as Pierre Matisse to 
complete a splendid ensemble work.

One star deduction for a cliché: 
having a debonair journalist like 
Lord identify himself as American by 
drinking a bottle of Coca-Cola.

 MHHHHNFFV.

Dunkirk

Big subject.  Big budget.  But 
writer/director Christopher 
Noonan’s take on the evacuation 
of main elements of the 2nd British 
Expeditionary Force in 1940 
underwhelmed your reviewer.

True, Nolan with his 
cinematographer Hoyte van 
Hoytema provides vivid, land, sea, 
air episodes but his script lacks a 
through line to hold these together.

Fionn Whitehead and Harry 
Styles play a pair of soldiers 
Tommy and Alex – no surnames, no 
numbers, no units – which indicates 
that Noonan is into creating 
archetypes not characters.

Kenneth Branagh reinforces the 
indication with his stiff-upper-lip 
performance as Commander 
Bolton, local officer in charge of 
the evacuation (a surrogate for 
Vice Admiral Bertram Ramsay its 

mastermind based at Dover Castle). 
James D’Arcy is another archetype as 
Colonel Williams. 

Ultimately both seem to be there 
to salute each other.  Branagh also 
gets to salute the camera.  

Reference must also be made to 
Cillian Murphy.  He is cast as The 
Shivering Soldier.  Could Noonan 
have been influenced by the 
archetypes in John Huston’s The Red 
Badge of Courage, based on Stephen 
Crane’s novel? 

The movie’s most powerful 
sequence comes at the end: a 
Spitfire, out of fuel, glides along the 
beach before crash landing and the 
pilot, Farrier, unmasks to give Tom 
Hardy a star close-up.  

Here Noonan missed a through 
line.  Had he maintained the glide 
he could have shown infantry of the 
51st Highland Division still holding 
their positions at St Valery, rifles 
loaded.  

They surrendered only when 
ordered to do so after the French 
government signed an armistice with 
Nazi Germany.

Some elements had, however, 
been evacuated.  The 51st was 
reformed around them and went on 
to lead the longest advance of World 
War II: Alamein to Rome.

That’s a through line.   
Your reviewer admits that his 

reaction to Dunkirk was affected by 
his earlier viewing of Their Finest, 
about a group of filmmakers making 
a drama documentary about the 
evacuation with unserious results.        

Christopher Noonan worked from 
his own 70-odd page treatment.  The 
best written accounts your reviewer 
has read are, Saul David’s After 
Dunkirk: Churchill’s Sacrifice of the 
Highland Division and Hugh Sebag-
Montefiore’s Dunkirk: Fight to the 
Last Man.

Among the 51st Division’s 
prisoners of war was Kenneth Grant, 
a Catholic chaplain.  He survived to 
become Bishop of Argyll and the 
Isles.  

MHHHNFFV.

The Trip to Spain

They’re on the road again, Steve 
Coogan and Rob Brydon, directed 
by Michael Winterbottom through 
the beauty and the tucker of Spain 
while fencing with forks and knives 
and trying to top each other’s jokey 
mimicry. 

This time round their cross–talk 
has it’s more serious notes such as 
politically incorrect references to 
how few Moors/Muslims it took to 
conquer Spain, mixed with more 
than a taste of personal background 
that isn’t always sweet 

Inevitably the story-line involves 
the Cervantes classic Don Quixote 
and a dress-up as its titular hero and 
his squire Sancho Panza,

The road movie-menu framework 
still works a treat, however.  It can’t 
be long before Coogan & Brydon 
get to Australasia: the Hunter Valley, 
McLaren Vale, Bay of Islands.  Or 
follow Bing Crosby and Bob Hope 
to end up like Webster’s Dictionary – 
Morocco-bound.    

MHHHSFFV.

Kiki, Love to Love

The Spanish material in this 
romantic – or more exactly clinical – 
comedy does not figure in The Trip 
to Spain.  Perhaps because it’s not 
pure Spanish like fundador brandy.

Writer/director Paco Léon 
adapted his comedy from Australian 
writer/director-actor Josh Lawson’s 
black comedy The Little Death (2014) 
– surely a notable inter-cultural first.  
Where Lawson was relatively subtle 
and suburban, Léon is metropolitan 
Madrid as a fictional Paco, married 
to Ana (Ana Katz), leads a troupe of 
fine players through frantic gyrations 
from an illustrated folio Krafft-
Ebbing of sexual psychopathies. 

Should the Kiki of the title 
should be kinky?  That’s a dated 
term; like Britain, the Spain that 
bestrode the world is now into a 
petty neo-paganism, outcome of 
progressivism. 

MA15+HHNFFV.

The Big Sick

Off-putting title for an engaging 
romantic comedy based on the life 
of Emily V. (for Vance) Gordon and 
Kumail Nanjiani.  Both wrote the 

By James Murray
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script which turns on his work as a 
Chicago stand-up comedian in the 
double context of parental attempts 
to arrange a traditional Muslim 
marriage for him and a coma that 
overtakes her.

Director Michael Showalter, 
cinematographer Brian Burgoyne, 
editor Robert Nassau.  Nanjiani plays 
himself in a nice mix of wry and 
sympathy.  Zoe Kazan substitutes for 
Emily V Gordon luminously.  Holly 
Hunter comes on as her mother 
Beth (confusingly: Hunter still 
looks young enough to be playing 
juveniles).  Ray Romano, hiding 
behind a beard, does a turn as 
Emily’s father Terry.  

Zenobia Shroff dominates as the 
Nanjiani matriarch who would be 
obeyed.  The ending is inevitable.  It 
could, however, have come sooner. 
(Running time: 2 hours 4 minutes).

Note for buffs: the most 
interesting fact of the production is 
that the prime credit goes to Amazon 
Studios, signifying that Jeff Bezos, 
having acquired The Washington 
Post, is investing some more of his 
on-line retail billions in another old 
medium.  A second credit goes to 
Judd Apatow who abates his usual 
ruderies. 

MHHHSFFV.

Valerian and the City of  
a Thousand Planets

Another sci-fi movie?  But not 
just another one. Writer/director 
Luc Besson has put together a 
spectacular mix that appears to 
have elements from every sci-fi pic 
ever made.  He starts by giving a 
cameo as a veteran officer to Rutger 
Hauer who played the Ridley Scott 
replicant in Blade Runner. 

He proceeds to shuttle back and 
forth among genre classics such as 
Flash Gordon, 2001: A Space Odyssey, 
Star Wars, and Avatar.  He even 
contrives to include a soupçon of 
Jules Verne who may be said to have 
invented the genre. 

He locates the movie in the 28th 
century, and Alpha where species 
from all over the universe have 
gathered to share their cultures 
under the control of the Human 
Federation.

Nevertheless Alpha is threatened 
by a genocidal secret that could 

destroy the universe.  Enter Dane 
DeHaan  as a federal major Valerian; 
he is accompanied by his tough 
as nail-polish sidekick, Sergeant 
Laureline (Cara Delevigne).   

Too much for a couple of 
youngsters?  Clive Owen is in 
fine multiple form as the senior 
commander, Ethan Hawke does a 
swaggering turn as space pimp and 
Herbie Hancock looks aptly stalwart 
and bewildered.  

How does it end? Well, we’re here. 
MHHHSFFV.

The Beguiled

The fascinating aspect of this 
melodrama is why it was made.  Its 
writer/director Sofia Coppola is 
usually into highly individualistic 
movies.  Why this remake of the 
1971 Don Siegel-Clint Eastwood 
version of Thomas Cullinan’s novel 
The Painted Devil ? 

But here it: a piece of southern 
Gothic shrouded in Spanish moss 
in which Colin Farrell replaces 
Eastwood as Corporal John 
McBurney a Union soldier, wounded 
in the Civil War who finds refuge at 
a academy for young ladies.

Nicole Kidman plays its principal 
Miss Martha Farnsworth, Kirsten 
Dunst her assistant Edwina Morrow.  
Both with their students, played 
by the likes of Angourie Rice and 
Elle Fanning, dance attendance on 

McBurney who reciprocates until he 
loses his leg, and his temper.

Something has to be done; the 
ladies do it.

The candlelight is authentic.  But 
would a southern lady like Miss 
Martha Farnsworth curtsey to a 
Union corporal? 

Perhaps the answer is ‘lost in 
transition’ - to paraphrase the title 
of Coppola’s wittiest movie to 
date.  Certainly there is little sign 
of the spiritual factor that makes 
the southern gothic of the Catholic 
author Flannery O’Connor so 
compelling. 

MHHNFFV.

All for One

No sport involves so many spills 
and thrills as cycling. Directors 
Dan Jones and Marcus Cobbledick 
show them all in their documentary 
about the first five years of the 
GreenEDGE the Australian pro-tour 
team, begun and controlled by the 
beneficent entrepreneur Gerry Ryan

Among its pack of riders, the 
documentary features Mathew 
Hayman, Neil Stephens, Robbie 
McEwan, Phil Liggett and Simon 
Gerrans. 

Its star is Esteban Chaves whose 
recovery from injury is a doco 
within the doco, featuring interviews 
with his parents Jairo Chaves and 
Carolina Rubio in Colombia.

Naturally the most gruelling 
sequences involve the Tour de 
France but other locations include 
Belgium, Italy, South Africa, the 
United States and Australia. 

Throughout the emphasis is on 
the team nature of the sport: lesser 
riders may assist greater riders yet 
still get a chance to shine. 

TBAHHHSFFV.  

A Monster Calls

The monster is a tree, an English 
yew tree, voiced by Liam Neeson.  
At night it pulls itself up by its roots 
to visits Conor O’Malley (Lewis 
MacDougall) who is being bullied at 
school in the north of England.      

Conor lives with his mother 
(Felicity Jones) who has terminal 
cancer.  His father (Toby Kebbell) 
who works overseas in America 
does visit and gives him a day-out of 
roundabouts and swings. 

Official 
Classifications key

G: for general exhibit ion; 
P G : p a r e n t a l  g u i d a n c e 
r e c o m m e n d e d  f o r 
persons under 15 years ; 
M 15+: recommended for 
mature audiences 15 years and 
over; MA 15+: restrictions apply 
to persons under the age of 15; 
R 18+: Restricted to adults,  
18 years and over.

Annals supplementary 
advice

SFFV: Suitable For Family Viewing; 
NFFV: Not For Family Viewing.
TBA:  classification to be 

announced
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He makes it clear, however, that 
he won’t look after Conor who is 
sent to live with his grandma, played 
formidably by Sigourney Weaver.

On his visits, the Giant tells Conor 
stories that inspire him to confront 
and best the bullies. 

Director JA Bayona worked from 
a book written by Patrick Ness and 
illustrated by Jim Kay (seeded by an 
idea of Siobhan Dowd who herself 
died of cancer).

Your reviewer thinks he may have 
noticed A Giant Calls last year.  He is 
noticing it again because its showing 
has been delayed.  Previously he 
forgot to ask whether an English 
yew tree with an Irish accent wasn’t 
a fantasy too far.  The PG rating 
should be considered as applying to 
older children.

PGHHHSFFV.

God’s Own Country

Writer/director Francis Lee loads 
the burden of his rural drama on 
talented veterans: Gemma Jones and 
Ian Hart, playing son and mother 
farmers, Martin and Deirdre Saxby.

Wise decision, the burden is 
heavy, the Saxby acreage looks more 
like Macbeth’s blasted heath than 
God’s Own; Martin has had a stroke; 
Deirdre has to do farm and house 
work with the help of her grandson 
Johnny (Josh O’Connor). 

He is prone to over-indulgence 
in the local pub which, as depicted, 
is the most dreary in Yorkshire, a 
county rightly renowned for its great 
alehouses.

Martin and Deirdre decide 
Johnny needs help; they hire a farm-
labourer Gheorghe Ionescu (Alec 
Secareanu), a Rumanian who broods 
like a Bronte anti-hero.   

Initially Johnny and Gheorghe 
do not hit it off.  But when they 
have to go off to a remote steading 
to undertake bringing in sheep for 
lambing (with a quad bike but no 
collie dog) their feelings for each 
other change.

The drama resolves itself to the 
question: will they part as a result 
of Johnny’s infidelity or will they 
maintain their relationship when 
Johnny inherits after the deaths 
of Martin and Deirdre (in Gaelic 
folklore, Deirdre of the Sorrows).  

 MA15+HHNFFV.

War for Planet of the Apes

The orginal slice of this franchise 
created from the Pierre Boule novel 
Planet of the Apes was a fable for the 
1960s when MAD (Mutually Assured 
Destruction) came to shadow the 
earth.  Now, 18 tranches later in a 
fresh century, it’s still a fable.

It’s heavier, darker and the 
opposing forces are armed beyond 
tooth and nail with enough 
automatic weaponry to arm a corps 
of dissidents.  Unchanged is the 
ambiguity of the original.  

To employ the simplistic lingo 
of the old western serials – and 
franchise movies are blockbuster 
versions of them – more and more 
the Apes are the Goodies, the 
Humans the Baddies. 

What this portends depends 
upon the view taken of the current 
(recurrent?) rise of Islam in the 
context of refugees and the response 
of what is known generically as the 
West.

Matt Reeves directed from Mark 
Bomback’s script.  The ape leader 
Caesar is again played by Andy 
Serkis (in motion capture mode). 
Woody (Cheers) Harrelson enters 
as the human leader, The Colonel, 
with such berserker rage you could 
swear that he like Serkis is in motion 
capture mode.   

No sign of a Caesar mate’s 
grooming.  But his fur shines.  By 
contrast, The Colonel is skin-headed 
and tatto-ed.  Could this signify 
neo-Naziism?  Certainly it owes 
nothing to Colonel Nicholson in 
Pierre Boule’s other novel The Bridge 
on the River Kwai.

MHHHNFFV.  

SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD NO. 98

Available From Connor Court

An Ever 
Widening 

Screen
A Memoir

By
Peter Malone msc

Father Peter Malone’s interest in 
films began as a small boy, and 
has continued to the present day. 
His career as a film critic began 
with reviews in Annals Australasia 
from 1968 to 1998 when he 
was elected to head OCIC, the 
International Catholic Office of 
Film, based in Brussels for eight 
years. When OCIC became SIGNIS, 
the World Catholic Association 
for Communication in 2001 he 
was its first head. He retired as 
President of SIGNIS in 2005. This 
is the memoir of a well-known  
Australian Catholic – Missionary of 
the Sacred Heart, priest, teacher 
and film critic.

Price $49.95 
[Postage is $3 per book].

For copies: contact Connor Court 
Publishing, P.O. Box 7257, Redland 
Bay, Qld 4165. Ph. 0497 900 685; 

Fax (03) 5303 0960. 
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The Papal rosary designed by the Vatican rosary 
makers will be sent out to all those who assist 
this cause and tick this box.
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Keep your eyes on Christ, and your heart set on being determined to help his people, 
not by dumbing down the Deposit of Faith, or by patting Catholics on their heads and 

encouraging them to compromise with the world, but by leading them to Heaven.

A PRIEST
By Father John W. O’Neill

EFORE WE can 
understand why 
there have to be 
priests, we have 
to  under s t and 
what things are 
essential and that 

essential things are those which are 
necessary for us, and that some of 
these are absolutely necessary. 

Food is absolutely necessary for 
the body. Material food, however, 
is not absolutely necessary for the 
whole man, because even if he 
starves to death, he still goes on 
existing, since lack of food cannot 
destroy his eternal soul. 

Atheists may disagree, but they 
need to acknowledge that what is 
real is not determined by their 
opinion. So we come to the simple 
and wonderful realisation that what 
is absolutely necessary has to do with 
a life that never ends.

Once we arrive at this truth, we 
should be beside ourselves with 
joy at the discoveries to be made. 
Notice that I say ‘discoveries,’ 
not inventions of ours. What we 
discover is, simply put, God. Then 
we are bowled over by the wonder 
that He has let us know so much 
about what He is like through 
Revelation and here we find that 
in God, there are Three Divine 
Persons, really distinct and equal 
in all things, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit.

The next realization is that 
we have got into perspective the 
world we live in and the relative 
importance of the things we do and 
the things that happen to us while 
we are in it. 

We come to see that what is Real 
is eternal and that what is Real is 
that God the Father has been loving 
the Son always, and that the Son has 
been loving the Father always, and 
that their mutual and eternal love 
is a Person we know as the Holy 
Spirit. We have discovered, or better, 
have been led to a knowledge of the 
Reality that is absolutely necessary, 
without which nothing can exist - God.

We find out then that the Father 
has created, out of love, and that 
He is our Creator. Then we find 
out that man, under Lucifer’s 
temptation, tried to put himself as 
the only source and goal of his 
happiness (‘You shall be as gods!’) 
which went completely against 
his nature, since it was created in 
such a way that only by possessing 
God could it be fulfilled. So he cut 
himself off from God. God the Son, 
seeing this dreadful ingratitude to 
His Father, joined the created race 
to bring it back again by His love for 
both His Father, and for the human 
race. 

That love was shown in the 
most loving and vivid way possible, 
through agonizing suffering and 

death. So, the absolutely  necessary 
work on earth is the work of God 
the Son, Jesus Christ, bringing 
mankind back to the Father and its 
only complete fulfilment.

The priest of the Catholic 
Church, by the Sacrament of Order, 
preaches God the Son’s eternal love 
for God the Father, and for mankind 
whom He created; and that love 
is our whole source and purpose 
of existence, and so is absolutely 
necessary. 

Here we see why celibacy is 
so entwined into the Priesthood: 
through the Sacrament of Order, 
a man’s love is absorbed by and 
lifted into the love of God the Son 
for God the Father, and the Son’s 
complete and direct love for all 
mankind. Complementing and 
enhancing the holiness and wonder 
of married love, the priest’s love is 
absorbed in Christ and all mankind. 

The necessity of a prayerful mind 
in the priest is, therefore, obvious, 
so that his oneness with what Christ 
thinks and wants is achieved, by 
grace, daily more and more, to the 
point where opinion disappears in 
favour of Truth and personal desire 

good neWs

Getting the Good News Out

TO COMPENSATE for the negative portrayals, we need to find more ways 
of publicizing the Church’s success stories, which in their way can be 

just as dramatic as the occasional failures that receive so much attention. 
The tremendous outreach of the Church toward the poor, its work for peace 
and human rights, its championing the cause of the weak and oppressed - 
all of this makes excellent material for the communications media. What is 
required is often a little more initiative in getting the good news out.

— Avery Dulles, S.J., ‘Catholics in the world of  Mass Media,  Lecture for the Salesian Guild, 
Xavier University, Cincinnati, Ohio, January 23, 1999.
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is lost in favour of God’s glory and 
His people’s real needs.

So the priest goes among people 
to bring them ‘the Good News.’ 
What good news? The news that 
man has to know about, because 
it goes to the essence of his nature 
and fulfils his essential needs. 

Man needs to know how he 
should live for the sake of earthly 
and eternal happiness (‘I am the 
Way’); he needs to know what he 
is, what God is like, what happens 
after the inevitable death of  his 
body  (‘I am the Truth’); he needs 
to have the means of overcoming 
his sinful weak nature and reaching 
a life that is above his nature (‘I am 
the Life’) Praise the mind of Jesus 
Christ, who places it all in that 
simply-worded self-revelation: ‘I am 
the way, the truth and the life.

The priest’s work is, then, the 
most essential of all, and may we 
priests and our people never forget 
it or cease to see it. He must live the 
Way, preach the Truth and provide the 
means for living the Life – the Mass 
and the Sacraments, in celebrating 
which, he has to forget himself, and 
let the presence of the active Christ 
take him over.

Motivation! A man who thinks 
he may have a vocation to be a 
priest needs to be fascinated by 
Jesus Christ and the people’s need for 
Jesus Christ. Everything else grows 
from that attraction. Christ is why 
he wants to pray, why and what he 
wants to tell others, why he wants 
to keep Christ’s Act of Love on the 
Cross living on among the people 
and where they live their lives, why 
he wants to forgive them, why he 
wants to bring them into Christ’s 
family, strengthen them in His 
service, make Godly their love in 
marriage, and set their vision and 
hope clearly and firmly in their 
Father’s direction when their time 
on earth is ending.

Fascination for Jesus Christ! 
That is why they left their boats 
and their nets, became loved by 
the few and hated by the many, saw 
their past occupations as ‘so much 
rubbish’, and ended their earthly 
years as enemies of emperors 

and hypocrites. And now they are 
praised by angels, and glorious 
monuments stand where the earth 
absorbed their blood.

Young Catholic men, if you want 
‘a joy that cannot be described’ 
(Peter) then be fascinated by Christ, 
and follow him into his Priesthood. 
First, make sure you have the real 
Christ as revealed, especially in the 
Gospels, and not the vague, limp 
invention of some moderns. Then, 
do not be put off by the years of 
study, or the changeable details of 
seminary systems. That all soon 
passes. 

Let your First Love be the Divine 
Guest in the Tabernacle and relate 
all your theology to knowing the 
real Christ more intimately. And be 
faithful to Him and His Church 
always, never diverted by smart and 
perishable opinions, nor defeated by 
those who oppose the Christ in you 
and your preaching and governance, 
no matter what their numbers 
or influence may be. By an ever-
intensifying faith, which He will give 
if we keep asking for it, keep your 
eyes on Christ, and your heart set on 
being determined to help his people, 
not by dumbing down the Deposit 
of Faith, or by patting Catholics on 
their heads and encouraging them to 
compromise with the world, but by 
leading them to Heaven. 

What a mystery! How can the 
Church ever be short of priests? 
She will not be, not when more 
Catholics know and live once more, 
Jesus Christ, as He really is. May 
those words of His not put us off, 
but draw us into the place where He 
and His Father are, by the action of 
the Holy Spirit: ‘If any man will be 
my disciple, let him take up his cross 
and follow me.’ 

And may we never forget – 
the Cross is an instrument of 
suffering, but it is also the means of 
discovering what He meant when he 
said to them on that night when He 
made them priests: ‘These things I 
have told you that my joy may be 
in you, and that your joy may be 
complete.’

Father John o’neill is Parish Priest of Doonside in 
the diocese of Parramatta. Author of a number of 
popular novels for young people, books of poems 
and plays, he has also produced a very popular CD 
of John O’Brien’s verse. It is available from Father 
John O’Neill, 17 Cameron St Doonside, NSW 2767. 
Phone 02 9622 3426.

Father Albert Chan, msc, reading the Gospel at 
the concelebrated Mass for the golden jubilee 
of his priesthood, in the church of Our Lady of 
the Rosary, Kensington,  in 2012. Celebrating 
with him were other members of his ordination 
year: Fathers Bede North, Paul Brennan, Tony 
Young and Brian Healy, all msc.
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