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ONCE I 
was not;

I came to be,
and I will live 
for ever.
Amen.  

— St Cyril, apostle of the 
Slavonic people with his 
brother Methodius. They 
devised the Cyrillic alpha-
betused in Ukraine, Rus-
sia and some other Slavic 
countries. Cyril died in 
869 on February 14 and is 
buried in Rome.

Front Cover: Our cover photo is of a statue of Our 
Lady of Westminster depicting the Blessed Virgin Mary 
enthroned with the Christ Child on her right knee. She 
is crowned and held a sceptre [now broken] in her left 
hand. Jesus looks at his mother and holds an Orb in his 
left hand, while he blesses it with his right hand. The 
statue is now to be found at the entrance to the Lady 
Chapel in Westminster Catholic Cathedral, London. 
The image is of English alabaster, thirty-six inches high. 
It is rightly held to be one of the greatest treasures 
in the Cathedral. It was carved in the Nottingham 
area around 1450, from alabaster mined nearby at 
Chellaston. It disappeared during the Reformation for 
500 years, and was found in Paris in 1954 and acquired 
for the Cathedral. Before the Reformation Nottingham 
alabaster statues were highly esteemed and have been 
found in Iceland, Croatia and Poland. English alabaster 
altar-pieces were especially esteemed in Catholic 
France.



If Prayer SeemS 
UnanSwered

IN THESE AFFLICTIONS that can both benefit and 
do harm, we do not know how to pray as we ought. 

Yet because they are difficult and troublesome, annoying 
our sense of our own weakness, we pray with all our 
human will for them to be taken away from us. But we 
owe this much trust to our Lord God, that if he does not 
take them away, we should not suppose ourselves to be 
neglected by him, but should rather hope with devout 
patience for good things greater than the evils. For in this 
way virtue is made perfect in weakness. These things are 
written to stop a man thinking highly of himself if his 
prayer is heard when he asks impatiently for something 
it would be better for him not to obtain; on the other 
hand, should his prayer not be heard, he may become 
utterly depressed, despairing of the divine mercy towards 
himself, though it may be what he is asking could cause 
much more terrible afflictions if granted or else bring 
good fortune which might corrupt and ruin him. In such 
cases, then, we do not know how to pray as we ought. 
Hence, if something happens contrary to our prayer, we 
should bear it patiently, give thanks in all circumstances, 
and have not the least doubt that it was more opportune 
for God’s will to be done than our own.

— St Augustine, Letter to Proba, 130. From the Roman Breviary, Second Reading 
at Matins for Thursday of the 29th Week of the Year.
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Child and Parent

Thank you for reprinting 
Cardinal Pell’s intervention at 
the Synod on the Family in Rome 
in October (Annals 8/2014). His 
remarks illustrate how too many 
of our citizens in our ‘modern’ 
Western Society have become slaves 
to their passions and also the dire 
consequences that flow from that.

Contrast that behaviour, which 
flows from the appalling philosoph-
ical mess that we have allowed our 
Society to fall into (e.g. if it feels 
good, its ok), with the beautiful 
teaching from Pope Pius XI in 1930 
in his Encyclical Casti Connubii. 
In this document he points out 
that Thus amongst the blessings of 
marriage, the child holds the first place. 
(Para.10) 

The whole of the encyclical 
on Marriage makes is well worth 
reading and reflecting upon – not 
that I expect too many will take the 
trouble to do that. It is not beyond 
one’s imagination that Jesus himself 
was aware of the importance of chil-
dren when he made his last Word 
on the Cross “Woman behold thy 
son…behold thy mother”. This 
surely is a supernatural lesson from 
our Saviour about the inestimable 
dignity of the relationship between 
child and parent.
Kevin WalKer thornleigh nsW 2120

Dynamism of  
Christian Faith

Considering the declining 
numbers of priests in Ireland and 
elsewhere, Benedictine Father Kilian 
McDonnel – now 93 – recalled the 

‘Monastery Garden’ composed by 
Albert Ketelbey in 1915. Sadly more 
priests are now to be found in the 
Monastic Cemetery.

We were warned. In his 1919 note 
on the ‘Presentation of the Gospel in 
a New Age’ or ‘Evangelisation Today’ 
- Jesuit Father Pierre Teilhard 
(1881-1955) said, ‘How sad and 
how disastrous it is that we have 
allowed the Ministers of Life to 
become for the vast majority almost 
exclusively “the people who bury 
you”.’

At the Versailles Study Week 
in 1947, Teilhard said, ‘Every year 
young men arrive at our novitiates 
aglow and burning with the flame 
of human faith in the future of 
mankind. Why do we delay in incul-
cating in them the duty to feed this 
fire and to boost its blaze from the 
very Fire they hope to find among 
us – the fire of the Love of an incar-
nate God?’ 

Supreme Commander of the 
Allied Forces in the First World 
War, Ferdinand Foch (1851-1929) 
declared, ‘Our greatest weapon on 
Earth is the human Soul on Fire!’ 
Christians are called to burn with 
the Spirit of Christ and to exer-
cise their apostolate in the world 
as a kind of leaven – fueled by the 
‘Energies of the Gospel’ and the 
‘Dynamism of Christian Faith’.
grahame Fallon salamander Bay 2317

Politics and Science

Professor Compton (Annals June 
2014) presents a favourable view 
of anthropogenic global warming 
(AGW) that follows an established 
practice of not engaging with oppo-
nents of this view. In letters (Annals 
November/December) he is still 
able to maintain that the consensus 
of the majority for the favourable 
view prevails.

The issue is not whether the 
climate has changed, but that the 
recently observed changes are 
caused by human activity particu-
larly by the concentration of carbon 
dioxide (CO2) in the atmosphere. 

This is a big call as there are large 
natural contributions of CO2.

The main driver for AGW 
consensus comes from Reports of 
the IPCC (Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change). This, from its 
very title, is a political organiza-
tion. That politics rules the science 
should not be surprising.

The most damaging political 
interference to my mind has been 
the suppression by the IPCC of the 
direct measurements of atmospheric 
CO2 concentration up until 1961 
and their replacement by measure-
ments from air trapped in ice cores. 
The direct concentration measure-
ments can be compared with the 
atmospheric temperature meas-
urements. One doesn’t have to be 
an expert on how CO2 may affect 
atmospheric temperature if nature 
can show us the result.

The temperature record starts 
in 1860 [Ernest-Georg Beck, “180 
years of atmospheric CO2 gas anal-
ysis by chemical methods” Energy 
& Environment 18(2) 2007 pp259-
282].  Up till 1910 there are three 
oscillations, two of which are of 
0.20C amplitude with peaks occur-
ring at 1880 and 1900.  The 
CO2 concentration is on a down-
ward movement at 1860 reaching 
300ppm by 1880; i.e. the oppo-
site direction to the temperature. It 
then moves up very slowly reaching 
310ppm by 1910.

The temperature makes a 
sustained rise from 1910 peaking 
around 1942 with an increase of 
0.50C. The CO2 concentration starts 
to increase its rise from 1925, or 
lagging the temperature rise, from 
310ppm reaching a peak also in 
1942 of 420ppm. This is an aston-
ishing rise of one third of the total 
concentration and there are 41 
separate experiments delineating 
it. The fall from this peak is even 
more precipitous returning to less 
than 330ppm, or close to its staring 
point, by 1956 where it remains 
steady till the end of the record. 
The temperature also declines but 
only by 0.20C by 1948; it does not 
return to its starting value in 1910. 
There has been a net tempera-

Letters
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ture rise of 0.30C but minimal net 
increase in CO2 concentration.

There is a weak connection 
between temperature and CO2 
concentration. Only where there is 
great change in the concentration 
are the rises of temperature and 
concentration in the same direction, 
but then the concentration lags the 
temperature. This does not favour 
the concentration rise being the 
cause of the temperature rise.

One other observation must 
be made: the 1942 peak in CO2 
concentration is greater than the 
current concentration, which has 
had 70 more years of human input!

The ice core measurements on 
CO2 concentration reflect nothing 
of the atmospheric changes. From 
1920 to 1961 the concentration 
shows an almost flat line starting at 
300pmm and finishing at just above 
310ppm. The ice core air is subject 
to environmental conditions not 
present in the atmosphere involving 
some 20 different processes 

[Zbigniew Jaworowski, “CO2: The 
Greatest Scientific Scandal of Our 
Time” EIRScience March 16 2007 
pp38-53]. 

The worst of these is the effect 
of ice pressure and that CO2 is 70 
times more soluble in ice water 
than nitrogen and 30 times more 
soluble than oxygen; there is always 
some water in ice. In other words 
there are very good reasons why 
the ice core measurements of CO2 
concentrations should be depressed.

The piece de resistance is that the 
ice core measurements are tacked 
on to the later air measurements, 
which show a disturbing rise 
upwards: a “hockey stick” which 
drives the message of unprece-
dented rise, not recorded before 
and therefore man is responsible. 
This is a fraudulent message.
James mccaughan Kensington nsW 2033

(Readers’ comments are welcomed. not 
just on material that appears in Annals but on 
issues that concern the Catholic and the wider 
community. Please keep your letters short. 
They may be edited if too long. Always print 
your full name and street address [not post 
box, please] and include a daytime phone or 
fax number or preferably an email address at 
which you may be reached. Editor, Annals)
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What on earth are those Christmas presents of The Twelve Days of Christmas all about? 
Literary historians think the carol was a secret catechism for children, sung in the 
recusant period in England when the Catholic faith could not be taught openly.

OUR ANCESTORS’ ChRISTMAS CATEChISM
By Archbishop Anthony Fisher

N YOUR way into 
t h e  C a t h e d r a l 
tonight you saw for 
the last time the 
very beautiful Lights 
of Christmas display 
that has illuminated 

the façade this past fortnight. 
It included a cleverly animated 
version of The Twelve Days of 
Christmas. Many assume such 
nursery rhymes are 
nonsense. In fact 
they were often 
coded pol i t i ca l 
commentary. Baa 
Baa Black Sheep 
is a satire on the 
Plantagenet wool 
trade, Mary Mary 
Qui te  Contrary  
a defamation of 
Queen Mary, and 
Pussycat pussycat  
about the court 
o f  h e r  s i s t e r 
Elizabeth I.  Jack 
Sprat Could Eat No 
Fat refers to Parliament’s refusal 
to finance Charles I’s Spanish 
campaign; and Jack and Jill went 
up the Hill  refers to the beheading 
of King Louis and Marie Antoinette 
whose head came tumbling after ... 

We might wonder, then, about 
those strange gifts on The Twelve 
Days of Christmas. Some of you 
might indeed get potted pear 
trees for Christmas, or some 
equivalent, but if you get a 
partridge, two doves, three French 
hens, four calling birds, five gold-
ringed pheasants, six geese and 

seven swans as well, you’ll have a 
menagerie of 28 birds to deal with 
after Christmas. Unless, of course, 
you kill and pluck the birds, stuff 
them with the pears and glaze them 
with the goose eggs, and then cook 
and serve them to your fifty exotic 
guests – the eight milkmaids, nine 
dancing girls and ten leaping lords, 
with their orchestra of eleven pipers 
and twelve drummers!

What on earth are those 
Christmas presents all about? 
Literary historians think the carol 
was a secret catechism for children, 
sung in the recusant period in 
England when the Catholic faith 
could not be taught openly. 

Our Christmas catechism begins 
by asking where Christians get 
what it is they believe. What is it 
that inspires them? Well, says our 
carol, some things are revealed to 
us by God. He gives us Five Golden 
Rings or books of the Torah, the 
heart of the Jewish Scriptures; 

Four Calling Birds or Gospels of 
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, the 
heart of the Christian Scriptures; 
and Three French Hens of faith, hope 
and charity told in the Epistles. 
Together these make up the Two 
Turtle Doves of the Old and New 
Testaments.

So God has given us the Bible 
as a sure guide to faith and life. 
But He also gives us the gift of 

reason, to think 
things through 
for ourselves. The 
natural world and 
natural reason 
are the Six Geese 
A-laying, the six 
days of creation. 
With faith and 
reason we have 
what we need 
to make sense 
of God, the 
universe and 
ourselves. They 
are extraordinary 

gifts. Yet like 
insatiable children we search 
around the Christmas tree for even 
more…

Paul in our epistle tonight 
exhorts us to give up anything that 
does not lead to God and embrace 
everything that does (Titus 2:11-
14). So the next few gifts are there 
to give us the wherewithal to 
live our beliefs day-to-day. There 
are Seven Swans or sacraments 
a-swimming on the waters of 
Baptism, seven ways God shares 
His life with us to enable us to do 
great things. 

Faith and tradition
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There are eight milkmaids or 
beatitudes, promises to the poor, 
persecuted, peacemakers and 
others. Nine dancing girls or fruits 
of the Holy Spirit, such as love, 
joy and peace, assist us to live 
that beautiful life. And Ten Lords 
A-leaping or commandments are 
the Designer’s manual for a life 
befitting our natures. 

So this Christmas carol is about 
faith and morals, what we believe 
and how we live it. Where are we 
to find reliable guides and real 
support to live these ideals? Along 
come eleven faithful Apostles, Peter, 
Andrew, James and the rest, Pipers 
Piping with their successors right 
down to our times. 

They whistle to the beat of the 
Twelve Drummers Drumming, the 
twelve articles of the Apostles’ 
Creed, such as ‘I believe in God 
the Father almighty’, ‘I believe in 
Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord’, 
‘I believe He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born 
of the Virgin Mary’, ‘I believe in the 
Holy Spirit’, ‘I believe in the Holy 
Catholic Church’, ‘I believe in life 
everlasting’ and so on. 

So we find our Christmas faith is 
built upon the Apostles and handed 
down the generations, even when it 
had to be learnt in secret. Happily, 
we are no longer an underground 
Church, at least in this country. But 
recent events have brought home 
to us the terrible persecution some 
still suffer for their faith in the 
Middle East – a tyranny witnessed 
so recently only two blocks away, in 
Martin Place.

Elizabethan Catholics used 
to interrupt the song to ask the 
children to name all Ten Lords or 
commandments a-leaping and so on. 
I haven’t listed tonight all twelve 
articles of the Apostles’ Creed, 
all eleven faithful apostles, all ten 
commandments, nine spiritual 
gifts, eight beatitudes or seven 
sacraments: you can test yourselves 
and each other on the way home 
tonight or at Christmas dinner 
tomorrow… for our parties tonight 
and tomorrow and throughout the 
twelve days of Christmas are merely 

extensions of that first Christmas 
party when shepherds brought 
the rather simple gifts of wool and 
praise (Lk 2:1-14). 

In our carol we heard that in 
exchange God brought us His 
extraordinary gifts of creation and 
recreation, of word and sacrament, 
of apostles and saints, of the 
wherewithal for us to live these 
ideals ourselves. But there was one 
last gift – the first gift really – and it 
was given on this very night, on the 
first day of Christmas: A Partridge in 
a Pear Tree. 

Perhaps you’ve guessed by now: 
the partridge is Jesus Christ, the 
Mighty-God made Prince-of-Peace 
(Isa 9:1-7). The ancient tradition 
was that a mother partridge would 
feign injury or even accept injury 
to herself, as a decoy to predators 
attacking her helpless nestlings. 

Just before the end of His life 
Our Lord sighed: “O Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem, who kill prophets and 
stone those sent to you! How I long 
to gather your children together as 

a partridge gathers her chicks under 
her wings!” (Lk 13:34) Christ is that 
partridge ready to give Himself up 
to protect us. And He said this on 
the way to His pear-tree, the Cross.

 At Christmas, then, we give God 
our hearts and songs of praise. We 
give each other gifts. But receive 
so much more: we recall that we 
are constantly showered, every 
day of every year, with natural and 
supernatural gifts, to feed our faith 
and enable our good works. 

At times when our three French 
hens of faith and hope and love are 
sorely tried – as they have been 
in these days and months past – 
Christmas is there to re-inspire us 
for another year, to recharge our 
idealism, romance, optimism. And 
the giver of these good gifts is our 
Divine Lover, for On the Twelve Days 
of Christmas it was My True Love 
who gave to me…

Homily preached by Arch b i s hop Fi s h e r at  
Midnight Mass of the Solemnity of the Nativity of 
the Lord,  to a packed St Mary’s Cathedral, Sydney, 
December 25, 2014

When the Journalist Is Ruined

A  long while ago, before all the liberals died, a liberal 
introduced a Bill to prevent Parliament being merely packed with 

the slaves of financial interests. For that purpose he established the 
excellent democratic principle that the private citizen, as such, might 
protest against public corruption. he was called the Common informer. 
i believe the miserable party papers are really reduced to playing 
on the degradation of the two words in modern language. now the 
word “common” in “Common informer” means exactly what it means 
in “common sense” or “Book of Common Prayer,” or (above all) in 
“house of Commons.” it does not mean anything low or vulgar; any 
more than they do. The only difference is that the house of Commons 
really is low and vulgar; and the Common informer isn’t. it is just 
the same with the word “informer.” it does not mean spy or sneak. it 
means one who gives information. it means what “journalist” ought to 
mean. The only difference is that the Common informer may be paid 
if he tells the truth. The common journalist will be ruined if he does. 
now the quite plain point before the party journalist is this: if he really 
means that a corrupt bargain between a government and a contractor 
ought to be judged by public opinion, he must (nowadays) mean 
Parliament; that is, the caucus that controls Parliament. And he must 
decide between one of two views. either he means that there can be 
no such thing as a corrupt government. or he means that it is one of 
the characteristic qualities of a corrupt government to denounce its 
own corruption. i laugh; and i leave him his choice.

— g.K.Chesterton, Utopia of Usurers and Other Essays, ‘liberalism, a Sample’. 
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Many journalists, especially as they gain experience, understand the necessity for 
secrecy. Indeed, experienced journalists are accustomed to holding and protecting secrets 

until the need for secrecy disappears as it so often does with time. That said, they are also 
conscious of the pressure to reveal what they know in case a competitor gets in first.

SECRECY AND ThE PUBLIC INTEREST
By Michael O’Connor

OT SURPRISINGLY, 
a t tempts  by  the 
Federal government 
to enact legislation 
to criminalize the 
acts of journalists 
that reveal details of 

counter-terrorist operations have 
attracted the ire of – guess who – 
the journalists. Even the more staid 
practitioners of the craft side with 
opponents of the legislation.

Journalists tend to claim that 
the general public has ‘a right to 
know’ what governments are doing 
behind their (our) backs. The claim 
to a right to know is in fact based 
upon provisions of the United 
States Constitution that have no 
legal standing in Australia. Various 
Australian governments, state and 
federal, have legislated for freedom 
of information but the freedom is 
bound about by many restrictions 
including costs imposed to search 
for and collate information 
requested by journalists or others. 

Australian governments are 
prone to secrecy, often without 
any real need. Leaving aside those 
departments responsible for law 
enforcement and national security, 
most government departments go to 
inordinate lengths to protect what 
they claim is ‘their’ information 
from outside scrutiny. In many 
cases, the police and defence forces 
are more free with information 
than most others. They have 
large media relations sections that 
disseminate masses of information 
of dubious value to the sensation-
seeking journalist. In the case of 

police forces, they routinely seek 
publicity in an effort to generate 
useful information from the public 
for the detection of crime and the 
apprehension of criminals.

The journalistic view is largely 
driven by an assumption that the 
secrecy of governments and their 
departments is designed to cover 
up corruption and other scandals 
or simple incompetence. They have 
a point; the history of government 
in this and any other country has 
never been free of corruption or 
incompetence. Given human nature 
it is unlikely ever to be otherwise. 
So that the role of the so-called 
fourth estate in shining a light on 
government misdemeanours is not 
only valuable but essential. 

There are, however, two essential 
qualifications to the general rule.

In national security matters, 
be they internal or external, the 
security agencies assert a need 
for secrecy for a range of reasons. 
They need to protect sources 
of information whether they be 
technical or human. Security 
agencies use a number of technical 
means to gather information that 

may or may not be relevant to 
national security. In so doing, they 
certainly breach individual privacy 
but if those individuals are plotting 
for example a terrorist attack, the 
government in its duty of care for 
the wider community must gather 
and assess that information. At the 
same time, it must protect its ability 
to collect the information or lose it.

Similarly, if the information is 
derived from a human source such 
as an agent or informer embedded 
within that hostile group, revealing 
that agent’s identity will risk his or 
her life and the security agency has 
a duty of care for that person.

Many journalists, especially as 
they gain experience, understand 
the necessity for secrecy. Indeed, 
experienced journalists are 
accustomed to holding and 
protecting secrets until the need 
for secrecy disappears as it so often 
does with time. That said, they 
are also conscious of the pressure 
to reveal what they know in case 
a competitor gets in first. Let me 
illustrate with an anecdote from 
personal experience.

A few days before Coalition 
forces launched the invasion of 
Iraq in 2003, I was approached by 
a young and very naive journalist 
from one of our metropolitan 
dailies. He had been told about one 
element of the invasion involving 
Australian naval clearance divers 
who would go in ahead of one part 
of the invasion to clear mines and 
other obstacles. He had written a 
story and, with his editor’s approval, 
intended to publish a couple of 

Media in a Free Society

There will always be a 
tension on the one hand 

between the demands of 
governments for secrecy, 
especially in the field of 
security where lives are at 
risk,  and on the other the 
demands of the media that do 
have a proper role in exposing 
incompetence and corruption.’
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days before the operation and he 
wanted my comment as director of 
the Australia Defence Association. 

My comment, as might be 
imagined, was quite unprintable 
as I begged him to hold the story, 
pointing out that his story would go 
on the internet and potentially be 
seen by Iraqi forces thus putting the 
lives of Australian sailors at serious 
risk. He was quite unmoved and 
insisted that he would go ahead 
with publication as scheduled. 
His indifference to the security of 
Australian personnel was total. In 
the event, I was able to warn the 
navy whose pressure to withhold 
publication was stronger than any I 
could exert.

Usually the media will act 
responsibly in such circumstances 
but the risk of irresponsibility is 
always present. In this case, an 
excitable young journalist could see 
only a scoop. His editor, presumably 
much more experienced, was at 
fault for not delaying the story 
presumably in the interests of his 
paper’s circulation and profitability.

The phenomenon was not new. 
During World War II, a number of 
Australian servicemen operating in 
hostile territory were unwittingly 
sacrificed to the Australian media’s 
enthusiasm for a good story and, of 
course, the public’s alleged ‘right to 
know’.

Many years later and faced 
with similar pressures, the navy 
embarked upon a program 
of taking journalists into its 
confidence explaining frankly 
why secrecy was important in 
specific cases. It worked well 
for a time but collapsed under 
the impact of several pressures 
including journalistic ambition, 
political timidity and the change 
in Australia’s political climate that 
developed during the cultural 
revolution of the 1960s and the 
Vietnam War. 

Distrust on both sides is now 
endemic and possibly irreversible, 
hence the attempt by government 
to assert some form of legislative 
control. But to a large extent, the 
media are correct. Governments 

cannot be trusted not to be stupid.  
Another anecdote for personal 
experience.

Many years ago during the Cold 
War, my duty involved the writing 
and publication of a small digest 
covering internal security rules and 
practices as well as information on 
hostile, that is Soviet, intelligence 
operations and methods designed 
to reinforce the need for the rules. 
In the first issue, I produced a 
short history of Soviet espionage 
in Australia, all of it previously 
published, but adding the assertion 
based upon my day-to-day work 
that the espionage continued. 
The digest was circulated at the 
lowest level of classification so as 
to achieve a wide readership at all 
levels of the navy. Copies went to 
other interested departments. So far 
so good.  My superiors thought it 
was good stuff.

But then our minister got hold 
of it and went ballistic. How dare 
we say such things about our great 
ally, the Soviet Union. The Foreign 
Affairs department generated 
litters of kittens, suggesting that 

relations with the Soviet Union 
would be damaged. (At the time 
during the Vietnam War, they 
could hardly have been worse.) In 
any case, if the Soviets had made 
a fuss, it would have confirmed 
their espionage because they had 
no right to such a document. 
The minister was near hysterical 
and, although the digest was 
not, and was not intended to be, 
accountable, demanded that every 
copy be recalled with a daily report 
to his office. Naturally we never 
got them all back and they became 
something of a collector’s item.

Australian governments tend 
to see legislation as influencing 
rather than compelling the desired 
behaviour. If there is resistance as 
could be expected in the case of 
this legislation, the government 
of the day may well decide that 
prosecuting some alleged offending 
journalist would not be worth the 
political uproar in the community, 
egged on of course by his fellows of 
the craft. In such circumstances, the 
legislation is worse than useless. 

Governments at both the political 
and administrative levels depend 
upon the media to publicise their 
policies. Similarly, the media 
depend upon a flow of information, 
both formal and informal, to fill the 
space or time in their publications. 
Both sides depend upon each other 
but the level of mutual suspicion is 
much greater than it should be.

The conclusion must be that 
there will always be a tension 
on the one hand between the 
demands of governments for 
secrecy, especially in the field of 
security where lives are at risk,  
and on the other the demands of 
the media that do have a proper 
role in exposing incompetence 
and corruption. The dilemma is 
exacerbated by those on both 
sides who refuse to admit their 
own mistakes. Media hostility to 
the proposed legislation has some 
validity but it is sauced by a heavy 
load of self-interest.

MichAel o’connor is a former patrol officer in 
Papua New Guinea. He also served in the Royal 
Australian Navy as an intelligence officer.

Pens or 
Swords

while the western 
branches of the 

Muslim Brotherhood rarely 
directly involve themselves 
with violence (even though 
their financing of terrorist 
groups such as hamas is 
well documented), their 
contribution to the creation of 
an “us versus them” mentality 
among Muslims is the first 
step towards violence. while 
stopping short of openly 
advocating violence in the 
west, continuously preaching 
about the evils of democracy 
and the alleged conspiracies of 
“infidels” against islam can only 
create a fertile environment for 
those who want to make the 
next step and use violence.

— lorenzo Vidino, ‘The Muslim 
Brotherhood in holland,’ April 6, 2007
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The Federal Constitution is the supreme law of Malaysia and any law enacted, including 
Islamic laws, cannot violate the Constitution, in particular the provisions on fundamental 

liberties, federal-state division of powers and legislative procedures.

MALAYSIA’S DILEMMA 
AS ISIS WAITS IN ThE WINGS 

By Paul Stenhouse

N  E D I T O R I A L 
p u b l i s h e d  i n 
August 2008 in a 
prominent English 
newspaper in Kuala 
Lumpur 1 a l e r t ed 
readers  to  s igns 

that Islamization in Malaysia had 
moved from mere exhortation and 
persuasion by the Malay Muslim 
religious authorities, to a crude 
enforcement of laws that prohibit 
Muslims from, among other things, 
singing and dancing – and punishing 
them for not praying and fasting. 

Readers were reminded that 
Malaysia used to take pride in its 
multi-ethnic and multi-religious 
character and the co-existence that 
prevailed among people of various 
faiths. 

That was before police raids 
on churches and temples, the end 
of efforts to set up an interfaith 
commission, the banning of the use 
of the term ‘Allah’ by non-Muslims, 
and the end of discussion over 
Article 121 (1A) of the Federal 
Constitution which gave jurisdiction 
to Shari‘a Courts over matters 
concerning conversion to Islam. 

Malaysian politicians and political 
parties have proved to be adept at 
playing the Islamic card to attract 
the votes of Malay Muslims – who 
represent more than fifty per cent 
of Malaysia’s population – whenever 
polls show their political support to 
be waning.2

One consequence of the political 
rivalry between the Pan-Malaysian 

Islamic Party [PAS] which wants 
to turn the country into an Islamic 
State, and the ruling Malay Party 
[UMNO] which is committed to 
promoting Malay Nationalism, and 
also spreading Islam, is that many 
Malay Muslims have become deeply 
conservative.  Prime Minister Najib 
Razak was described on October 
24, last year, as having ‘to walk a 
difficult line between appeasing 
conservatives, and combating 
extremists’.3  

Since the 1980s, UMNO has 
been expanding ‘the government’s 
Islamic bureaucracy, allowing the 
syariah [Shari‘a] courts to have the 
same legal powers as civil courts, 
injecting Islam into the civil service 
and schools, and starting up Islamic 
banking and universities’.4 

The five Faces of ISIS

When that editorial appeared in 
2008 the so-called ‘Arab Spring’ 
was still more than two years away, 
and Malaysia may well have seemed 
immune to the barbarous Islamic 
extremism that had so shocked the 
world in 9/11/2001.

ISIS pre-existed 9/11. It 
had been set up in 1999 by an 
infamous terrorist Abu Musab 
al-Zarqawi [he came from Zarqa in 
Jordan]. Then it was called Jama‘at 
al-Tawhid wal-Jihad, i.e. ‘The Unit 
for Monotheism and Jihad’. Under 
that name it fought in the Iraq 
war, and in 2004, metamorphosed 
into Tanzim Qa‘idat al-Jihad fi bilad 
al-Rafidain, ‘The organisation of the 
base for Jihad in Iraq, literally: in 
the land of the two Rivers,’ otherwise 
known as Al-Qaeda in Iraq [AQI].

It was to have two other name 
changes – ‘Shura Council of the 
Jihadists’ [MSM];  and ‘Islamic State 
of Iraq’ [ISI] – before, in 2013, it 
settled on Ad-Dawlah al-Islamiyah 
fi al-Iraq wa-ash-Sham, i.e. ‘The 
Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant,’ 
whence the acronym ‘ISIS’. 

Abu Musab al-Zarqawi was killed 
by a U.S. air strike in 2006. He 
was notorious for his beheadings 
of hostages, and numerous suicide 
bombings of Shi‘a mosques, shrines 
and market places. He would surely 
be proud of ISIS – riddled as it is 
with puritanical hate peculiar to the 
Wahhabis of Saudi Arabia, and with 
Takfirism i.e. accusing other Muslims 
of being infidels or apostates and 
then murdering them. 

Malaysia’s Sedition Act

Over the past fourteen months 
the Malaysian government has 
reportedly investigated and/or 
charged at least thirty people with 
sedition, under an archaic law it had 

current aFFairS
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promised to eliminate, according 
to the Malaysian Bar Council. Most 
of those investigated and charged 
have been journalists, opposition 
politicians, and prominent civil 
society activists. 

The situation has become so 
tense for Malaysian civil society 
that many hundreds of Malaysian 
lawyers marched through Kuala 
Lumpur on October 16 last year, 
to protest the government’s use of 
sedition laws to stifle dissent.5

‘The Sedition Act is a law 
specifically designed to shut you up,’ 
Christopher Leong, president of the 
Malaysian Bar, told his colleagues. 
‘We have seen the unprecedented 
use of this Act in the last three 
months against students, journalists, 
lawyers and academics,’ he added. 6

Appeal for Rational Dialogue

Just before Christmas 2014 a 
group of twenty-five prominent 
Malays – including former 
secretaries-general, directors-
general, ambassadors and well-
respected Malay individuals 
– concerned over developments 
affecting Islam, race relations and 
extremist behaviour in Malaysia, 
issued an open letter calling for 
rational dialogue on the role of 
Islam in a constitutional democracy.

‘We refer specifically,’ their letter 
states, ‘to the current situation 
where religious bodies seem to 
be asserting authority beyond 
their jurisdiction; where issuance 
of various fatwa violate the 
Federal Constitution and breach 
the democratic and consultative 
process of shura;7 where the rise 
of supremacist NGOs accusing 
dissenting voices of being anti-
Islam, anti-monarchy and anti-
Malay has made attempts at rational 
discussion and conflict resolution 
difficult; and most importantly, 
where the use of the Sedition Act 
hangs as a constant threat to silence 
anyone with a contrary opinion.’

The signatories went on to 
remind readers that the Federal 
Constitution is the supreme 
law of Malaysia and any law 
enacted, including Islamic laws, 

Pilgrims please note

The PreFeCTure of the Pontifical household, having been 
informed that improper offers of assistance have been made, and 

payment has been demanded, especially over the internet, for tickets 
to Papal Audiences and Pontifical Ceremonies, wishes to repeat what 
was made very clear from the outset: tickets, when issued by the 
Prefecture of the Pontifical household on the occasion of Pontifical 
Ceremonies and general Audiences are always free of charge. no 
individual, and no organisation, has the right to demand any payment 
for them.

— notice published in Il Messaggero, rome, Feb. 19, 2011:   translated Paul Stenhouse.
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– has unanimously rejected the 
Catholic Church’s application to 
appeal for a second time against the 
unprecedented ban of the use of the 
term ‘Allah’ by non-Muslims.

Catholic priests first arrived in 
Malacca in 1511, and between 1545 
and 1552 St Francis Xavier lived 
and preached there. Nationwide, 
sixty per cent of Malaysia’s Catholics 
are Malay-speaking (non-Malays 
who use Malay as the lingua franca), 
twenty-five per cent are Chinese and 
fifteen per cent Indian, with English 
being spoken by at least twenty per 
cent of all Catholics as a first or 
second language.11 

On January 3, 2014, Father 
Lawrence Andrew, editor of the 
Catholic Herald, was burnt in effigy 
in front of a police station in a 
district of Selangor watched by 
about 400 Muslim protestors.12

‘A decision that denies Christians 
the right to practise their faith in 
the national language is a sign 
of intolerance and extremism in 
Malaysia and a denial of basic 
religious freedom,’ said Bridget 
Welsh, a senior research associate at 
the Centre for East Asia Democratic 
Studies at the National Taiwan 
University. ‘There are real tensions 
over basic religious rights in 
Malaysia.’ 13  

ISIS waiting in the Wings

ISIS is profiting from these 
tensions. A growing conservatism 
among Malay Muslims, and a 
reported reluctance on the part 
of state and federal politicians to 
confront Islamic extremism, as 
well as widespread use of so-called 
‘Social Media’ – all have played into 
the hands of Islamic extremists.

As have comments by Prime 
Minister Razak to UMNO 
supporters on June 23, last year, 
that ‘when someone dares to fight 
to their death, they can even defeat 
a much bigger team.’ He went on to 
suggest in his speech that if UMNO 
members were as brave as ISIS the 
party would be strong.14 

Late last year Singapore’s Straits 
Times quoted Ayob Khan Mydin 
Pitchay – Malaysian police counter-

cannot violate the Constitution, 
in particular the provisions on 
fundamental liberties, federal-state 
division of powers and legislative 
procedures. All Acts, Enactments 
and subsidiary legislation including 
fatwa, they declared, are bound by 
constitutional limits and are open to 
judicial review.

‘[W]e want,’ they said, ‘Islamic 
law, even more than civil law, to 
meet the highest standards of justice 
precisely because it claims to reflect 
divine justice. Therefore, those who 
act in the name of Islam through 
the administration of Islamic law 
must bear the responsibility of 
demonstrating that justice is done 
and is seen to be done.’ 8

‘Allah’ for the exclusive  
use of Muslims

On January 21, 2015 – as if the 
open letter referred to above had 
not been published – the five-man 
panel of Malaysia’s highest civil 
court headed by Federal Court 
judge Abdul Hamid Embong, 
unanimously rejected the Catholic 
Church’s application to appeal a 
ban on its use of the word ‘Allah’ in 
the Malay-language section of the 
Catholic Herald. 

In 2009 the High Court, on 
the other hand, had ruled that 
Malay-speaking Christians had a 
Constitutional right to use the word 
which is used by all Arabic-speaking 
Christians, and by Christians in 
Indonesia and throughout the 
Muslim world. 

The government appealed the 
decision on the grounds that 
‘Allah’ was for the exclusive use 
of Muslims, and that allowing 
Christians to use it would cause 
confusion and religious tension.

The 2009 decision was followed 
by a number of attacks on churches 
using moltov cocktails, rocks and 
paint. 9  

The Appeal Court found in 
favour of the government in 2013, 
citing, among other things, the 
risk of causing confusion, and 
jeopardising public safety.10 And 
now the Federal Court of Malaysia 
– the highest court in the land 
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helped spawn it, and it is deadly 
serious. It means business. It is in 
our region. Malaysia’s dilemma is 
our dilemma. We need to be alert 
before the region becomes not 
just ‘tourist-friendly,’ but also more 
‘terrorist-friendly’ than it already is.23

1. Sun Daily, August 21, 2008.
2. ‘The Malaysian government is seen as being 

complicit in endorsing the rise of radicalism for 
its political manoeuvring and expediency’ :  Rafizi 
Ramli, Malaysian Opposition Treasury Spokesman, in  
‘Malaysian MPs urge Australia to do more to stamp out 
extremism,’ The Guardian October 21, 2014.

3. Elliot Brennan, ‘Malaysia’s ISIS Problem’ The 
Interpreter, October 30, 2014.

4. Shannon Teoh, ‘ISIS eyes Malaysia’s pool of profes-
sional talent,’ The Straits Times, October 22, 2014. 

5. Joshua Kurlantzick, Malaysia’s Growing Climate of 
Repression gets Ignored,’ The Diplomat, October 25, 
2014.

6. ‘Malaysian Lawyers march against sedition law,’ Nation, 
October 17, 2014

7. Shurā [شورى 
 

] is Arabic for ‘consultation,’ ‘delibera-
tion’. The concept is often adduced as a proof that 
Islam can be ‘democratic’.

8. ‘Group of Prominent Malays calls for rational dialogue 
on position of Islam in Malaysia,’ Nation, December 
7, 2014

9. Kate Mayberry, ‘Catholic Church “Allah” appeal shot 
down in Malaysia,’ Al-Jazeera Jan 21, 2015.  Also 
‘Malaysian Court rules use of “Allah” exclusive to 
Muslims,’ ABC, October 14, 2013.

10. Malaysian Court restricts use of “Allah” to Muslims,’ 
The Hindu, October 14, 2013.

11. Jim Khong, ‘Malaysian court rules only Muslims can 
use Allah,’ Catholic Answers Forum, June 30, 2014.

12. Celine Fernandez, Call for Religious Leaders to teach 
Acceptance in Malaysia, The Wall Street Journal, Asia 
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13. Manirajan Ramasamy, Pooi Koon Chong, Andrea Tan, 
‘Malaysia Catholics can’t use Allah as religious strife 
rises,’ Bloomberg Business, Jan 21, 2015.

14. Melissa Goh, ‘Najib stirs up controversy with UMNO-
ISIS comment,’ ChannelNewsAsia, June 24, 2014.

15. The Straits Times, art.cit.
16. Elliot Brennan, art. cit.
17. ibid.
18. ‘Another Malaysian Jihadist allegedly killed in Syrian 

Ambush,’ Malaymailonline, September 10, 2014.
19. Farik Zolkepli, ‘Leader of Aussie Terror Cell Nabbed,’ 

Nation, January 16, 2015.
20. ‘U.N. rights chief slams global “paralysis”,’Laura Smith-

Spark CNN, August 22, 2014
21. John Hall, ‘The Growing Influence of ISIS,’ Daily Mail 
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22. Walid Shoebat, ‘ISIS will take over the most 

dangerous Muslim nation on earth,’ Shoebat.com Nov 
24, 2014

23. The Straits Times, art.cit.

Those who since 2011 have 
been cheering on the political and 
media pack clamouring for Bashar 
al-Assad in Syria ‘to go,’ and who 
welcomed the foreign ‘opposition’ 
mujahidun as their numbers grew 
into many tens of thousands, have 
no one but themselves to blame 
if the unspeakable violence and 
destruction – according to the UN 
over 191,000 deaths20 – unleashed 
on Syria, and the anti-Assad polemic 
and propaganda that accompanied 
and provoked it, has prepared the 
ground for ISIS.

It gets worse. Now we learn that 
ISIS is seeking the allegiance of 
the Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan, and 
the Beluchistan Freedom Movement, 
and doubtless has its eyes on 
Pakistan’s notoriously insecure 
nuclear arsenal. Six senior figures in 
the Pakistani Taliban have already 
pledged allegiance to Abu Bakr 
al-Baghdadi.21 

ISIS has received the allegiance 
of ten other terrorist organizations 
with units of battle-hardened 
fighters: Jund al-Khilafah, ‘Soldiers 
of the Caliphate,’ in North Africa; 
Ansar al-Shariah (Libya); Taliban 
(Pakistan); The Islamic Movement 
of Uzbekistan  (Pakistan’s North 
Waziristan); Al-Tawhid  Battalion 
(Pakistan, Afghanistan); Al-Nusra 
(Lebanon); Al Qaeda in the Arabian 
Peninsula (Yemen); Ansar al-Tawhid 
in the Land of Hind (India), Anṣār 
Bait al-Maqdis (Sinai) and Jund 
al-Khilafah (Egypt).22  

ISIS has proved itself to be 
stronger than Al-Qaeda which 

terrorism Chief – as noting that the 
main  medium for ISIS recruitment 
in Malaysia is Facebook which 
is estimated to have 13.3 million 
Malaysian accounts. ‘Now, in one 
week, you can be a member of a 
terror group,’ commented Ayob 
Khan. 

Thirty-seven individuals have 
been arrested in Malaysia, suspected 
of links with ISIS. 15 In 2014 police 
foiled ISIS-inspired Bali-style 
attacks on pubs, nightclubs and a 
Carlsberg brewery.16

According to The Straits Times 
seventy-one per cent of all Malay 
Muslims [and eighty-three per 
cent of those in their 20s] support 
Islamic Shari‘a punishments 
prescribed for theft, fornication, 
adultery, and apostasy.  

Malaysia has a ‘bitter history’ of 
home-grown militancy. The Jama‘ah  
Islamiah terrorist group was set up 
by Abu Bakr Bashir when he was 
in Malaysia. Part of the planning 
for Al-Qaeda’s terrorist attacks on 
September 11, 2001 was carried out 
in a condominium outside Kuala 
Lumpur.17

Ahmad Tarmimi Maliki, a 
Malaysian suspected of being a 
member of ISIS is believed to have 
been the suicide bomber who killed 
25 members of an Iraqi police team 
in May last year.18 

Closer to home, on January 16 
this year, news outlets in Malaysia 
reported that a Malaysian suspected 
of leading an ISIS terror cell, had 
worked in Australia since September 
29, 2014. 

He was detained by Australian 
Immigration officers on December 
28, and deported to Malaysia where 
he was arrested. He allegedly 
worked with a Malaysian couple 
who recruited, financed and 
arranged for Malaysian militants 
to head for Syria via Australia and 
Turkey. 

At least five Malaysian militants 
are thought to have been assisted 
by this cell to reach ISIS and Syria 
via Australia. The couple also was 
deported, and arrested in Malaysia 
on January 7.19

*****

The Blessings of Old Age

The good life does not have to be an easy one, as our blessed 
lord and the saints have taught us. Suffering and diminishment are 

not the greatest of evils, but are normal ingredients in life, especially in 
old age. They are to be accepted as elements of a full human existence. 
well into my 90th year i have been able to work productively. As i 
become increasingly paralyzed and unable to speak, i can identify with 
the many paralytics and mute persons in the gospels, grateful for the 
loving and skilful care i receive and for the hope of everlasting life in 
Christ. if the lord now calls me to a period of weakness, i know well 
that his power can be made perfect in infirmity. 

— Avery Cardinal dulles, sj, See ‘A Visit with Avery dulles,’ by robert P. imbelli, Commonweal, 
June 2008.
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[Soviet Law] had been careful not to put [religious believers] on trial on 
confessional charges, but rather to apply to them the articles of the penal 

code concerned with counter- revolutionary activities, spying, sabotage and 
‘the exploitation of the people’s religious prejudices’.

IMPRISONING GOD’S WORD
By Jacques Maritain

T IS VERY difficult to 
establish an exact figure 
with regard to the num ber 
of priests and religious who 
have been imprisoned or 
can still be found in the 
prisons and concentration-

camps; for the servants of the 
Church have never been directly 
persecuted by Soviet law. 

‘This has been careful not to 
put them on trial 
on confessional 
charges, but 
rather to apply to 
them the articles 
of the penal 
code concerned 
with counter- 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
activities, spying, 
sabotage and 
“the exploitation 
of the people’s 
r e l i g i o u s 
prejudices”. 

‘This voluntary 
confusion makes 
it exceed ingly 
difficult, as I said, to 
evaluate the exact numbers of the 
victims of religious persecution.  … 
Is it possible to talk of humanism 
while such a situation persists, 
while the terror con tinues to reign 
and the concentration-camps are 
packed? 

‘I have already cited the witness 
of the correspondent of the Socialist 
Messenger on the subject of a revival 
of this terror. According to sources 
not less worthy of confidence, 

the number of those detained 
in prisons and con centration-
camps and of those condemned to 
deportation has risen actu ally to 
seven millions. 

‘How is it possible to know 
how many among these unhappy 
beings are suffering on account of 
their religious convic tions? Among 
the millions of the imprisoned 
there are Orthodox and Catholic 

priests, monks and nuns, pastors 
and rabbis, and the list of their 
martyrology is by no means closed.’ 
(Helene Isvolsky, Soviet Man Now, 
Sheed and Ward, 1935). 

Meanwhile we can academically 
discuss the progress of religious 
persecution in Russia in comparison 
with the great persecutions of the 
past. 

Its distinguishing feature is that 
it is hidden. 

It is less persecution in the 
exact meaning of the word than a 
slow effort of spiritual destruction, 
whose aim is rather to annihilate 
the religious life than to execute 
believers, and one which seeks to 
avoid the public making of martyrs. 

The essential point is to imprison 
the word of God. 

Limiting ourselves to legal 
decisions, these latter, having 

proclaimed in theory 
liberty of conscience,
1. have secularised 
all the schools, 
2.  have forbidden 
the gathering 
together of children 
to teach them the 
catechism, 
3. and interdicted all 
religious instruction 
except in the child’s 
own family and by it; 
4. they forbid 
the printing and 
publication (at least 
in Russian) or the 
importation of the 

Bible and religious books;
5. they remove from priests the 

right of speech otherwise than in 
their churches, 

6. and from all religious 
organisations that of undertaking 
any work of education, recreation 
or charity. 

7. They have suppressed practically 
all the seminaries 

8. and they render a priest 
disqualified for social or political 
life, deprived of the right to vote 

Learning FroM the PaSt

Soviet Propaganda: ‘Self-government for children’
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in a system where the perpetual 
vote is a con dition of existence. 
While they punish as a crime any 

public religious propaganda (with 
the exception of divine service 
and sermons delivered in church), 
they give, on the other hand, free 

scope to anti-religious en deavour 
and apply to that end all the 
powers of official instruction and 
practically the entire scheme of 
education:  they allow and favour 
the direct atheistic propaganda 
of the Anti-God-Society and its 

affiliated or ganisations; they make 
this propaganda one of the tasks of 
the spiritual authority which guides 
and animates the great body of 
Soviets, i.e. the Communist Party. 

It is to be observed that in 
Russia adhesion to the Communist 
Party depends on an explicit 
profession of atheism and a denial 
of any form of supernaturalism 
whatever. ‘What the Communist 
Party maintains is a rigid law 
with regard to itself; no one may 
be admitted as a member (or 
put to the test as a candidate) 
if he does not declare himself a 
fervent and open atheist, and if 
he does not deny completely the 
existence of any and every form 
of supernaturalism’ (Sidney and 
Beatrice Webb, Soviet Communism: 
A New Civilization?  ii, p. 102; cf. 
also i, p. 345). 

JAcques MAritAin, True Humanism, Geoffrey Bles: 
the Centenary Press, London, 1941, pp.78-79. 
Maritain wrote the above words in 1936.

True 
and False 
Humanism

JACqueS MAriTAin, born in 
1882 in Paris, died 1973 in 

Toulouse, became a Catholic in 
1906. Annals offers our readers 
this excerpt from his Humanisme 
intégral, published in english 
in 1941 as True Humanism, 
because he describes the 
Soviet policy of ‘imprisoning 
the word of god’ that is, sadly,  
all too familiar to 21st century 
Catholics. his description of 
the ‘hidden persecution of 
Christianity,’  the ‘slow effort of 
spiritual destruction ’ that was a 
feature of 20th century totalitarian 
states fits the 21st century mould 
of many alleged democracies 
and anti-democratic states. our 
readers may wish to access 
the biennial Religious Freedom 
Report, recently published on 
the internet by Aid to the Church 
in need. The link is: www.
aidtochurch.org/report2014/

Please assist us by introducing Annals to relatives and friends. 
We need your support and we need new subscribers. 

Annals has the answer! Try it.

DONATIONS RECEIVED
FROM 31/10/2014 to 30/11/2014
Our sincerest thanks to the many subscribers to  

Annals Australia, who very generously send a small donation 
along with their annual renewal – this assists in defraying the 

heavy costs incurred in producing our magazine.

– Editor, Annals
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It is not the re-issuing of Charlie Hebdo that will persuade 
people to respect, let alone to love France but, above all, 
a re-appropriation of those values that built the Western 
world and whose abandonment has led many – quite 

rightly – increasingly to despise us.

ChARLIE – ShARIA – ChARITY
By Marc Fromager

CHARLIE HEBDO – are we for them or against them?  This weekend, in Niger, West 
Africa, in the capital Niamey demonstrations by Muslims against this satirical French 

weekly degenerated into violent riots, leading to the deaths of five people and the destruction 
of tens of Christian churches. 

Charlie. So are we for them or against them? For them of course, when it comes to 
expressing our sympathy for the victims and our outright opposition to terrorism; that goes 
without saying. 

But when it comes to postulating a supposed right to insult others, in the name of a 
spurious and unlimited right to freedom of expression, then No. 

As a Catholic I have frequently been alarmed by the vulgarity of these cartoons and their 
gratuitous offensiveness towards believers, whatever their religion. In consequence it is truly 
ironic that it should have been Christian churches that were torched in Niger, even though 
Christians have had nothing to do with it.

If today the slogan « Je suis Charlie » represents the high point of the collective experience 
of our French society, then one can well imagine poeple having their reservations, and sadly 
one can also forsee further crises. Was it really necessary to print and reprint a new cartoon on 
the cover of this magazine and thereby provoke yet more violence ? What are they trying to 
do ? How many more deaths are we actually aiming for ?

Sharia. However much one may dislike Charlie Hebdo, this can never, ever justify any 
such violence – committed, according to the terrorists, in the name of Islam. These acts are 
reminiscent of the jihadists of the Islamic State, of Boko Haram and al Qaeda, all of whom 
likewise claim to be acting in the name of Islam. Are these events the beginning of a jihad 
within our own country ?  If so, then what other aim can this combat have if not to hasten the 
islamisation of France and its subjection to Sharia ? We can pretend to see only the good side, 
but simply prating on about freedom of expression will not in any way protect us from such 
determined radicalism, fed by a demographic vitality and nurtured against a background of 
violence.

Charity. So what are we to do then ? People are saying that war has been declared on 
France ; so then we must defend ourselves with all the necessary weapons, whether material, 
to assure the defense of the realm, juridical, to guarantee the rule of law, or spiritual – for in 
the last resort we have to be able to find an answer to the spiritual emptiness that is killing 
the West and which islamism is rushing to fill. 

It is not the re-issuing of Charlie Hebdo that will persuade people to respect, let alone to 
love France, but above all a re-appropriation of those values that built the Western world and 
whose abandonment has led many – quite rightly – increasingly to despise us. Then, after 
that, the twofold discovery both of the beauty and the grandeur of our history and culture 
and also – and above all  – of Christ himself, to whom we are called to bear witness by the 
testimony of our faith and the practice of charity.

— MARC FROMAGER, is the national director of Aid to the Church in Need,  France.
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Secret courts such as the Court of Family Protection exist in Britain today 
via which the state can ask a judge to grant powers to do almost anything 
that the modern state deems appropriate or desirable. Such courts were set 

up by a Labour government in Britain as recently as 2005.

YOUR WAKE-UP CALL FOR 2015
by Giles Auty

S THE prophetic 
w o r d s  o f  t h a t 
w o n d e r f u l l y 
p e r c e p t i v e  a n d 
witty 17th century 
C a t h o l i c  w r i t e r 
J o h n  D r y d e n 

remind us — penned as they were 
precisely a third of a millennium 
ago — popular sentiment in any 
age seldom provides its supporters 
with anything more substantial 
than a reassuring glow of collective 
ignorance and is also liable to 
be at its most fallible at the least 
convenient of moments.

What I am trying 
to suggest here — 
as politely as I can 
— is that much of 
Australia’s population 
strikes me as being 
half asleep still as 
we enter the largely 
unknowable new 
economic territory of 
2015.

The main reason 
I say that is because 
so many of us 
seem unaware that 
the economic conditions which 
continue to threaten much of the 
Western world have crept a bit 
closer to us while we were less than 
fully awake.

In short, as of now Australia’s 
absolute priority must be to get its 
economy in order.  In such a crucial 
context the recent obstructiveness 
of certain members of this country’s 
senate simply defies belief.

What has happened I suggest is 

that our fair continent has become 
quarantined increasingly from many 
of the less desirable matters which 
seem to occur nowadays in the rest 
of our planet.  I also suggest here 
that the entrenched parochialism 
of much of the Australian media is 
at least partly to blame for this less 
than desirable state of affairs.

Later in this article I propose to 

touch on the current presence of 
so-called ‘secret courts’ in Britain 
which are fully empowered today 
to make life and death decisions on 
behalf of that country’s unfortunate 
citizens.  Since many of us have 
relatives in Britain here is an area of 
which we should all be aware.

In the meantime however may 
I draw your particular attention to 
the following sentence and ask you 
to guess what it means?

“Adequacy of Loss-Absorbing 
Capacity of Global Systemically 
Important Banks in Resolution”.

As recently as 16th November 
last year leaders of the G20 nations 
in Brisbane effectively rubber-
stamped their Financial Stability 
Board’s proposal about what to 
do in the event of the collapse of 
a major international bank. By the 
way the words ‘in resolution’ in the 
above sentence simply means ‘in 
bankruptcy’ in case you haven’t a 
clue.

In the far from inconceivable 
event of a collapse depositors in 

such a bank become 
liable now via a novel 
law for a so-called ‘bail-
in’ — an unpleasant 
eventuality also described 
euphemistically by 
investment bankers and 
other such worldly folk as 
‘a haircut’.

In other words from 
last November onwards 
a so-far unspecified 
percentage of your 
personal bank deposit 
can now, under certain 

circumstances, be seized legally 
without your consent in order to 
prop up the bank in question.

Were you entirely aware of that?
Should you imagine that no such 

thing could ever possibly occur 
please think again.

In March 2013 certain depositors 
at a major bank in Cyprus — 
depositors who included the Greek 
Orthodox Church — suffered just 
such a fate.

Society under Scrutiny

‘Nor is the people’s  
judgement always true:

The most may err as  
grossly as the few.’

— John Dryden 1631 - 1700
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And if you think of Cyprus as 
being a mere, half-asleep holiday 
destination at the Eastern end of 
the Mediterranean also think again 
for today’s modern Cyprus is a full 
member of the European Union.

If a bail-in can happen there it 
can also happen now — in theory 
at least — rather closer to home.  
Legislation to do precisely that 
exists now in all of the G20 nations.

Possibly that fact has eluded your 
notice?

Not long  after our full-time 
return to Australia in June of last 
year my wife and I had dinner with 
Australian friends who questioned 
us closely about our recent 
experience of living in England.  
As we left their house both of us 
sensed that our hosts felt we had 
painted an unnecessarily gloomy 
picture of day to day life there.

However, since the same 
couple has recently returned from 
spending several weeks in England 
themselves they seem a touch less 
inclined to question the findings 
which prompted our own return 
here.

Clearly Britain’s more pressing 
current problems are far from 
identical to those of Australia 
yet both evidently share a basic 
common cause: the so-called Global 
Financial Crisis of 2007-8.

Although the painful 
consequences of that crisis still 
remain with us in most of the 
world’s significant economies it 
is perhaps salutary even at the 
present fairly short remove to 
remind ourselves that the crisis 
itself — which will continue to affect 
umpteen millions of lives adversely 
for the foreseeable future — was, in 
itself, entirely unnecessary.

It arose, in fact, not through some 
freak series of natural, unstoppable 
or even divinely-driven disasters but 
purely and simply through human 
greed.

If you doubt me I urge you to 
acquire and study a very readable 
paperback Too Big to Fail by 
Andrew Ross Sorkin (Penguin 
Books 2010) which provides a 
complete blow-by-blow account 

of the precise manner in which 
the crisis itself took off and 
subsequently developed in the — for 
us — distant environs of Wall Street.

To learn not just the staggering 
sums that most of those involved 
earned but also what many of them 
seem to think about the human race 
in general may rightly shock you I 
believe.

If our world continues to 
allow itself to think that all that 
matters in life is the ruthless and 
utterly unprincipled pursuit of 
money then the GFC emerges as 
nothing more than an inevitable 
historic consequence of such sadly 
inadequate and destructive thinking.

But do any of us want similarly 
catastrophic international economic 
disasters — which affect virtually 
everyone whether good or bad — to 
recur?

If we do not then proper 
regulation of the activities of banks 
needs to happen forthwith.  Failing 
that, the activities of different 
branches of banking must at the 
very least be separated clearly so 
that the earnings of normal people 
are safeguarded once more within 
institutions which may finally be 
recognisable once again as banks.

In Britain, two major ongoing 
consequences of the GFC are 
unsustainable national debt and the 
consequent fragility of the entire 
banking system.  I do not think 
either can be or will be repaired 
satisfactorily in the foreseeable 
future whatever the country’s 
leaders may say to the contrary.  In 
the meantime the aforementioned 
ills have noticeable knock-on 
effects such as the near collapse, 
in many areas of the country, of 
Britain’s famous, ideologically-
driven National Health Service.  
What we see now, in fact, is possibly 
a state of terminal dysfunction 
which is exacerbated by another 
ideologically-driven factor: that of 
almost complete current lack of 
national control over immigration 
to Britain from other European 
countries.

However, within the European 
Union itself this unsustainable 

From Chevalier Press
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nebulous doctrines to which their 
novel, politically correct training 
had accustomed them.

It probably goes without saying 
here that all such public service 
employees imagine themselves to be 
on the side of so-called ‘progress’.

Indeed, in the case of those who 
administer public funding of the 
visual arts in Britain the sole kind 
of art they will support today has to 
conform to their personal definition 
of ‘challenging’.  Through bodies 
such as the nation’s Arts Councils, 
Britain’s citizens are thus ironically 
compelled to support exactly the 
kind of art they would least like to 
subsidise if given any choice.

Heigh ho — but here is merely 
one more typical example of 
so-called modern progress in action.

Before I came to Australia I was 
a member of an informal group 
of artists and writers who were 
increasingly critical of the heavy-
handed role of the state in the 
running of the arts in Britain.  It 
was as a direct consequence of 
such a role, in fact, that such 
laughable contemporary figures as 
Tracey Emin and Damian Hirst are 
proposed now as as artistic oracles 
of international standing.

In other areas of public life 
alternative voices — such as that of 
the crusading journalist Christopher 
Booker — are similarly disenchanted 
with what they see as a frightening 
recent increase in the powers 
wielded by the British state.

When my wife and I first started 
living again in Britain there were 
many matters of which we were 
initially unaware — not least 
because we could never even have 
guessed at their existence.  Like 
most members of the population we 
would thus have discovered them 
only at first hand had we not been 
alerted in some cases, at least, by 
other similarly inquisitive minds.

Until our lawyer alerted us, for 
example, we had imagined that 
each of us would be responsible 
for decisions regarding the welfare 
of the other in the event of serious 
disablement caused, say, by a motor 
accident.

Thus while trained arts 
administrators quickly learned 
to think of themselves as being 
comfortably superior to mere 
artists in matters which affected 
the whole future of art, a parallel 
breed of public administrators — 
social workers — soon began to feel 
a similar sense of superiority to the 
mere citizens of their countries in 
areas relating to nothing less than 
the moral future of society itself.

Indeed, as they progressed 
‘through the ranks’ such 
public servants soon came to 
see themselves as somehow 
transformed miraculously into 
public savants — people whose 
extraordinary knowledge and 
skills entitled them to reshape 
society according to the somewhat 

concept of ‘free movement’ 
continues to remain sacrosanct for 
the present, at least.

Unfortunately, like much of 
the whole, basic concept of the 
European Union itself the notion 
of free movement is fundamentally 
unworkable especially in times 
of economic strain.  One current 
consequence which is almost funny, 
however, is the near breakdown of 
rural health services in Romania 
because of a mass defection of 
Romanian doctors who prefer to 
live and work in Paris.  Until the 
recent tragic murders of members 
of a satirical journal in that fair city 
who could possibly blame them?

I began my own journalistic 
career more than thirty years ago as 
a cultural commentator — initially 
because of a strong personal desire 
to combat the chaos which I saw as 
gathering pace in the administration, 
teaching and funding of the visual 
arts.

It was perhaps no coincidence 
that the era immediately preceding 
that had seen the emergence and 
proliferation of a relatively novel 
group within the visual arts: that of 
professional art administrators.

Regrettably, in the course of 
their quasi-politicised training, such 
administrators were encouraged to 
believe that their role was to direct 
rather than simply to react to the 
course taken by art in any particular 
era.  Power rather than genuine 
artistic input thus became the 
new name of the game and public 
funding soon supplanted private 
patronage as the surest conduit for 
artists desperate to achieve fame 
and success.  Spending money 
which does not belong to you is, 
of course, a rather less onerous, 
responsible and demanding task 
than that of marshalling your own 
resources and skills in the role of 
would-be, private patron.

For those with under-developed 
judgement but an over-developed 
taste for power arts administration 
soon became a perfect choice of 
career — and one which shortly 
found further obvious parallels in 
other branches of public service.

Latin 
Essential

Co n T e M P o r A r y 
theologians simply do not 

know latin. For that reason 
they, of course, fare much less 
well than we did  … i can’t 
say whether, in view of the 
times, it was inevitable that 
latin has become, despite all 
the exhortations on the part 
of the Church, as foreign to 
the young theologians as, for 
example, hebrew or Coptic. 
i don’t hold it against, say, an 
African theologian from nigeria 
when he cannot handle  latin. 
But i still have to say that to do 
theology in a scholarly manner 
one simply has to have a really 
intensive knowledge of the 
latin language. only in that 
way can one read a medieval 
theological classic or a text in 
denzinger with no hesitation. 
if, for example, someone wants 
to do exegesis today, he’ll 
surely be told: if you can’t read 
the old and new Testament 
fluently in hebrew or greek, 
you cannot start with us. 
— Karl rahner, Faith in a Wintry Season, 
Conversations and Interviews with Karl 

Rahner in the Last Days of his Life, 
Crossroad, new york, 1991 p.46
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Family Protection.  But who, if 
anyone, protected the traditional 
human rights of the mother?

In another notorious recent 
case, a woman was jailed for the 
‘crime’ of removing her desperately 
unhappy father from a council care 
home because she feared for his life 
if he stayed there.  

In Britain today, the interference 
of the state has become increasingly 
heavy-handed in all too many areas 
of public life.  Often it is driven by 
a spirit of politically-influenced self-
righteousness which seemingly has 
little to do with either compassion 
or kindness.

The more we look at and look 
into ‘our’ fashionable new morality, 
in fact, the more it becomes evident 
that it is nothing of the kind.

Giles Auty was born in the UK and trained 
privately as a painter. He worked professionally 
as an artist for 20 years. Publication of his The Art 
of Self Deception swung his career towards criti-
cism. He was art critic for The Spectator from 1984 
to 1995.  He continues to devote himself to his 
original love — painting. He is a regular contributor 
to Annals.

For instance, a widely reported 
case from 2012 involving a pregnant 
Italian woman who was in Britain to 
complete a two week training course 
unsurprisingly made international 
headlines.  The lady in question 
who suffered from a bipolar 
disorder, which was normally 
medically controlled, apparently 
telephoned her mother in Italy in a 
state of temporary distress.

Her worried mother in turn 
contacted the British police who 
alerted the local social services.  
Suddenly the woman in question,  
who was articulate and spoke 
excellent English, found herself 
sectioned and placed in a psychiatric 
hospital.  While there she was 
involuntarily subdued and operated 
on to remove her baby by Caesarian 
section.  The baby was then handed 
over to local social workers and 
offered for adoption.  The mother in 
the meantime was deported to Italy.

All of the above took place under 
the sanction of a Secret Court of 

Not so.
To our utter astonishment a social 

worker could instead be appointed 
to our case in such a predicament: 
a person who could, in theory, ask 
a court to make a decision — rather 
than the spouse — to terminate 
life support and to administer our 
remaining family assets as the state 
saw fit.

As the sole means of recourse 
against such an unbelievable state 
of affairs, it would apparently have 
been necessary for us to grant each 
other formal powers of attorney.  
The total cost of doing so would 
have been the equivalent of about 
$10,000 AU but, in the event, we 
preferred to spend the money 
on return fares back to Australia 
instead. It seemed a rather more 
sensible use of the money.

Secret courts such as the Court 
of Family Protection exist in Britain 
today via which the state can ask a 
judge to grant powers to do almost 
anything that the modern state 
deems appropriate or desirable.  

Such courts were set up by a 
Labour government in Britain as 
recently as 2005.

Often the powers sought in such 
courts affect acutely sensitive family 
matters such as adoption or rights 
of access.  To normal human eyes, 
however, many of the decisions 
reached in those courts appear 
unjust, arbitrary or repellent to any 
known moral code.

But, of course, the kind of moral 
codes wielded by the modern state 
are based now largely on entirely 
man-made notions which have 
sprung into fashion only since the 
late 1960s.  Yet perhaps we should 
all inquire now what accepted — or 
acceptable — moral authority  do any 
of these novel notions really bear?

Case after unbelievable case is 
reported regularly in the British 
media often by journalists such as 
the aforementioned Christopher 
Booker in Britain’s Sunday 
Telegraph.

All too frequently the apparent 
actions of social workers and the 
decisions reached in the secret 
family courts defy normal belief.

Focusing on the Past

in The midst of the anti-American  and anti-western rhetoric aired 
in Tahrir Square during anti-Mubarak demonstrations in egypt, 

and repeated with relish by many media analysts, one couldn’t help 
wondereing how many of the demonstrators know that a predecessor 
of Mr Mubarak, Sa’id Pasha, once sent 500 egyptian troops, most of 
them from the Sudan, to Vera Cruz in Mexico. They were ordered to 
join 30,000 French troops of napoleon iii who had been dispatched to 
occupy Mexico City. not recently, of course: in January 1863. Abraham 
lincoln, embroiled at that time in the American civil war, could only 
wring his hands in frustration at this presence of egyptian troops so 
close to the uS border; and at the gall of napoleon iii who took 
advantage of the bloody brothers’ war in the uSA to invade a close 
neighbour. The French supported the installation by Mexican royalists of  
Maximilian, an Austrian archduke, as monarch of the fledgling Second 
Mexican empire. it wasn’t until the end of the American civil war on April 
9, 1865, that lincoln was able to send a diplomatic mission to egypt 
threatening reprisals, and no further egyptian reinforcements were sent. 
lincoln knew nothing of this outcome, however. he was assassinated 
five days later on April 14. 

The French were eventually defeated, Maximilian was executed by 
Mexican republicans on June 19, 1867, and the surviving egyptians 
returned home. were any of their descendants, i wondered, among the 
crowd in Tahrir Square chanting Allahu Akbar as they demanded the fall 
of Mubarak?  Bemused listeners around the world were assured by a 
BBC commentator that Allahu Akbar is a mantra used by religious and 
secular egyptians alike. Tell that to the myriad Muslim and non-Muslim 
victims of islamic terror who died over the centuries, with Allahu Akbar 
resounding in their ears. — ed. Annals
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A ChILD’S MEMORY
 I  KNEW it was my special place,  

this lovely bushland scene, 
 Undisturbed by footsteps, 
cool and emerald green.
 
In wonder I trod gently, 
transported in my awe
To a meeting place of fairies 
and the little folk of yore.
 
The trees had formed a circle, 
silent sentinels to guard
 A place untouched by humans, 
a place, as yet, unmarred.
 
Pink dog-rose showed its beauty 
wandering freely on its way
While tiny, yellow buttercups 
reached up to greet the day.
 

Finest maiden-hair edged 
the ring in thick profusion
 And I questioned if reality 
or magical illusion.
 
There were toadstools mixed in size 
with the largest one a throne,
 I imagined, for the Fairy Queen 
to claim her very own.
 

The breezes barely whispered 
through the branches of the trees,
Tiny insects made their music 
with the buzzing of the bees.
 

Tranquillity washed over me, 
a peace I’d never known
And I knew forevermore this dell 
had claimed me for its own,
 

For many years it welcomed me 
with beauty undefiled
’till killed by progress leaving just …
The memory of a child.

VAlerie DAViD writes: It’s all true — a beautiful little spot in the bush behind our house 
and I used to go there so often after school and play pretend games by myself but once 
the railway came through everyone started buying up land and it all disappeared into back 
yards.  I didn’t like that one bit as I really thought it was MY special place but, at least, I will 
always have the memories.
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Attention has shifted from religion and the things that pertain to the temple, to the social 
order.  One can feel its effects in the liturgy where homilies are mostly directed to the 

readings to the neglect of doctrine supporting worship and the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.

ThE IMPACT OF VATICAN II
By Jude P. Dougherty

N 1966, B. Herder Book 
Company of St .  Louis 
published a col lect ion 
of essays which I had 
assembled and edi ted 
under the title, The Impact of 
Vatican II, even though the 

Council was still in session.  That 
volume followed another which I 
had previously published under 
the title, The Theological Directions 
of the Ecumenical Movement .  I 
was too inexperienced to fully 
understand what was going on in 
the Catholic intellectual world, yet 
for the Herder volume, I provided 
a preface that questioned the 
direction that the Council seemed 
to be taking. The two volumes 
contained essays by Thomas 
Merton, and biblical scholars and 
philosophers, including Carroll 
Stulhmuller,C.P.,  Aidan Kavanaugh, 
OSB, Eugene L. Peterman, C.P., and 
Alfred F. Horrigan.

It is difficult to say when the 
impact of the Second Vatican 
Council first began to be felt.  Long 
before the concluding session there 
was a universal awareness that 
forces of considerable magnitude 
were at work within the Church. 
The very calling of the Council 
itself stirred the imagination.  
When John XXIII went on to 
describe the aim of the Council as 
“aggiornmento,” he inspired inquiry 
into every aspect of the life of the 
Church.  He repeatedly expressed 
his desire for renewal, a desire that 
the Church be brought up to date 
so that it might not be seen as some 
anachronistic relic of past ages but 
as the focus of all anxieties and 

aspirations that press upon mankind 
today.

As the Council progressed, 
hardly any area of ecclesiastical 
affairs failed to experience the 
impact of its deliberations.  Many 
sentiments and ideas subtly present 
within the structure of the church 
suddenly received articulation.  Few 
doctrines, no matter how rigorous 
their traditional formulation, were 
left unexamined.

The liberal drive to bring the 
Church into the modern world 
soon overwhelmed the more 
cautious members of the Council. 
The spirit of the day was reflected 
in the judgment of the French 
theologian, later Cardinal, Jean 
Danielou, “Theological enquiry 
can no longer restrict itself to 

Scholasticism, which is immobile 
and doesn’t take into account the 
two principles of modern thought: 
historicity and subjectivity.”

Jacques Maritain, writing at the 
time, was alarmed by what he saw.  
He was appalled, he wrote, “by the 
appreciable number of Catholic 
intellectuals who employ themselves 
to destroy the treasure of truth 
which is the Church’s responsibility 
to transmit.”

It is difficult to deny that the 
Council altered the Catholic 
intellectual landscape. The 
Scholastic tradition quickly fell out 
of favor.  In some circles the study 
of philosophy came to be one of 
several options for those preparing 
to study theology on the way to 
ordination. Disciplines such as 

the church in the WorLd

Christianity and Facts

religious subjectivism is the most popular position today. it sees 
Christianity as ‘true for you but not for me.’ This really means that 

it sees religious truth as feeling, as a mode of sensibility, something 
to help us cope and live more successfully, a set of ideals and 
values, rather than as a creed, as statements that are either true or 
false because they claim to reveal facts, like ‘Christ has died; Christ 
is risen; Christ will come again.’ Christianity does include all these 
other dimensions, but it also claims to include fact-claims (e.g., that 
one all-powerful, all-good and all-knowing god exists; that he created 
the universe; that he became a man and died and rose; that there is 
a real, objective moral law; and that there is a real judgment, a real 
heaven and a real hell). These claims may be true or they may be 
false, but they are not claims about things inside our consciousness 
but about things outside it. They are about objective truth, not 
subjective truth; about beings, not just consciousness; about laws, not 
just values; about the resurrection of a real man of flesh and blood, not 
about the mere arising of ‘easter faith’ in people’s minds.

— See Peter Kreeft and ronald Tacelli, Handbook of Christian Apologetics,  
iVP Academic, 1994, p.368.
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psychology, sociology, and history 
were held to be equally valuable 
for pre-theological study.  Did it 
matter?

“Scholasticism” is a term loosely 
employed to designate the perennial 
philosophy often associated with 
the Schoolmen of the Middle Ages, 
although its roots can be found 
in the second- and third-century 
Church Fathers, Justin Martyr and 
Clement of Alexandria. Often called 
“realism” to distinguish it from 

empiricism, idealism, naturalism, 
and phenomenology, it maintains 
that philosophy is a science with 
conclusions that can be passed 
from generation to generation, 
that in the pursuit of wisdom, one 
does not have to start over again 
in the manner of Descartes, Hume, 
Kant, or Hegel. It is vital for an 
understanding of the faith, for it is 
the realistic metaphysics of Aristotle 
that Clement thought absolutely 
essential for the defense of the faith 

against heresy and skepticism and 
for the development of Christian 
doctrine.

Justin Martyr brought to his 
apologetics a knowledge of Plato and 
Aristotle and held that philosophy 
leads to Christianity as its fulfilment. 
Clement taught that the Greeks 
fortuitously had prepared the way 
for the reception of the truths of 
the Gospel. “Jewish law and Greek 
philosophy are the two rivers at 
whose confluence Christianity 
has sprung forth.” His insight was 
commonly affirmed in Catholic 
circles by the dictum: “Christ came 
in the fullness of time when the 
intellect of the West was prepared to 
receive the truths of the Gospels.”

The abandonment, if not 
suppression, of Scholastic philosophy 
in the aftermath of the Council is 
not without consequence. Attention 
has shifted from religion and the 
things that pertain to the temple, to 
the social order.  One can feel its 
effects in the liturgy where homilies 
are mostly directed to the readings 
to the neglect of doctrine supporting 
worship and the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass.  

Concern for the poor and the 
pursuit of social justice are no 
substitute for religion. Without the 
intellectual tools supplied by classical 
learning, it is difficult to talk about 
the Incarnation, the Trinity, and even 
the existence and attributes of God.  

One can historically see the 
effects of the neglect of the rational 
preamble in the anti-metaphysical 
attitude of Luther and other 
reformers.  That neglect leads 
directly to the fideism of Søren 
Kierkegaard and his twentieth-
century followers,  Barth, Bultmann, 
and Tillich.  

Religion as the payment of a debt 
to God through worship becomes 
man-centered in what has come to 
be called the “social gospel.”

proFessor JuDe DouGherty is Dean Emeritus of the 
Philosophy Faculty, Catholic University of America, 
Editor, The Review of Metaphysics, and General 
Editor, Series Studies in Philosophy and the History 
of Philosophy, Washington, D.C. He is a regular 
contributor to Annals.
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Across clues
2 Command
4 Wireless
6 Two-wheeled vehicle
8 Insect
9 Merit
11 Delayed
12 Be unsuccessful
14 Time of penance and fasting
15 Scorch
16 Shout out
18 A good deal
19 Type of small duck
21 Certain
22 Breed of cat
24 Pilotless aircraft
25 Speck

Down clues
1 Neat
2 German organist and composer
3 Gambling cubes
4 Religious ceremony
5 King and Patron of Norway
6 Glass containers
7 Expunction
8 French painter
10 Female relative
11 Pastureland
13 A musical note
17 Put in a horizontal position
18 Reflect upon
20 Pig fat used in cooking
21 Posted
23 Tie up a boat
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The Church that emerged from the Soviet Communist catacombs had around  
300 priests and their average age was 60. But right now, it has more than  

3,000 priests and the average age is 35. Major Archbishop Sviatoslav Shevchuk,  
leader of Ukraine’s Byzantine Rite Catholics, is 44 years old.  

NEW CRISIS IN UKRAINE FOR FAIThFUL 
BYzANTINE RITE CAThOLICS 

By Laura Ieraci

WENTY-FIVE years 
after its legalization 
in the former Soviet 
Union, the leader 
of the Ukrainian 
B y z a n t i n e  R i t e 
Catho l i c  Church 

– also known as Greek Catholics 
– says his Church is faced once 
again with the possibility of being 
outlawed in parts of Ukraine.

The Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church marked the 25th 
anniversary of its legalization this 
past week. Cardinal Christoph 
Schönborn of Vienna was in Kiev 
on Wednesday for the celebration.

But in an interview with Austrian 
Catholic news agency Kathpress, 
Major Archbishop Sviatoslav 
Shevchuk, leader of Ukraine’s 
Byzantine Rite Catholics, remarked 
on the recent developments in 
Crimea regarding his Church. 

Russia’s annexation of Crimea 
in March after an unconstitutional 
referendum is not recognized by 
international law.

‘The local so-called authorities 
issued a special law, which obliged 
each religious community to 
renew its registration and perhaps 
for the Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church it is very difficult to get a 
new registration,’ said Archbishop 
Shevchuk. ‘That means that starting 
in January 2015, we simply will be 
(outside) the law.’

‘It is some sort of irony because 
we are celebrating 25 years of our 

legalization in the former Soviet 
Union but right now in some parts 
of Ukraine, we will lose the legal 
right to exist,’ he continued.

Archbishop Shevchuk said the 
humanitarian situation in eastern 
Ukraine, caused by the eight-
month conflict between pro-Russia 
separatists and Ukrainian troops, is 
‘very, very difficult  because more 
or less 5 million people in that 
region are affected by war, hunger 
and right now... cold.’

To date, more than 4,000 people 
have been killed in the fighting. 
In the eastern Ukrainian region of 
Donetsk, where the conflict is rife, 
only three Catholic priests remain—
two Byzantine Rite Catholics and 
one Latin Catholic, he said.

‘We are trying to be present in 
that territory so our priests are 
with our people,’ he stated. ‘We 
are trying to provide some sort 
of humanitarian help through the 
Caritas organizations.’

The archbishop called for greater 
efforts from the Orthodox Churches 
to help bring peace to the region 
and between Ukraine and Russia.

‘I believe, and this is I would say 
a hope for Ukraine and for Russia, 
that the Russian Orthodox Church 
and the Ukrainian Orthodox in 
communion with the Moscow 
Patriarchate can do a lot more 
for the reconciliation of our two 
countries,’ he said. ‘They can do a 
lot more in order to stop bloodshed 
and war in eastern Ukraine.’

In response to a separate 
question, Archbishop Shevchuk 
reflected on the role of the 
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church 
in serving as a bridge between East 
and West.

‘We are trying to be the 
mediators and it is the image of 
our own mission as the Eastern 
Catholic Church, which is both in 
communion with the Holy Father, 
with Western Christianity, but 
embodies the Eastern Christian 
spirituality, liturgical, theological 
tradition,’ he said. ‘And because of 
that, … we can be good mediators 
to help to discover the East for the 
West and discover the West for the 
East.’

The archbishop also remarked on 
the significant growth experienced 
in the Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church in the past 25 years, since 
the Church came out from the 
underground.

‘The Church which went out of 
the catacombs had more or less 300 
priests and the average age was 60 
years old,’ he said. ‘But right now, 
we have more than 3,000 priests 
and the average (age) is 35 years. 
I am, as the head of the Church, 
I’m 44 years old. And this is a very 
concrete signs of the vibrancy and 
today’s situation, and it is a miracle.’

The interview with Major Archbishop Sviatoslav 
Shevchuk was conducted by Kathpress and made avail-
able to Vatican Radio.  

cathoLic LiFe
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His vision of the world is apocalyptic, of a cosmic battle with the devil as the 
great adversary. He speaks of it often, especially in his morning homilies.

POPE FRANCIS, MORAL LAW  
AND MEDIA GYRATIONS

By Wanda Skowronska

ROM THE outset of 
his pontificate, the 
media was predicting 
that Pope Francis 
was going to change 
the  doctr ines  o f 
the church. Many 

predicted imminent revolution, 
wondering when the full agenda 
was going to unfurl. While the 
blogosphere, twittersphere and 
media variously psychoanalysed 
the Pope as spontaneous, full of 
Jesuitical cunning, 
left, right, naive, 
astute, liberal and 
conserva t i ve ,  i t 
seems many were 
lost in a vortex of 
their own creation.

The reality 
is that the Pope 
has not changed 
any doctrine of 
the church.  In 
statements that 
must puzzle 
progressives who 
downplay pro life 
issues, the pope 
has continued to defend life. On 
September 13, 2013 he said to the 
International Federation of Medical 
Associations, ‘The first right of the 
human person is his life ... [e]very 
unborn child unjustly condemned 
to be aborted has the face of Jesus 
Christ’, and added on euthanasia, 
‘every elderly person sick or even 
at the end of his days, bears the 
face of Christ.’ Referring to his 
predecessor’s encyclical Caritas in 
Veritate, the Holy Father pointed out 

that ‘while new rights are attributed 
to or indeed almost presumed by 
the individual, life is not always 
protected as the primary value and 
the primordial right of every human 
being. The ultimate aim of medicine 
remains the defence and promotion 
of life’. Likewise, in his address to 
the diplomats accredited to the 
Holy See on January 13, 2014, 
Pope Francis issued even stronger 
condemnation of abortion, calling it 
a ‘horrific’ symptom of a ‘throwaway 

culture’ that placed too little value 
on all stages of human life: 

It is frightful even to think 
there are children, victims of 
abortion, who will never see the 
light of day; children being used 
as soldiers, abused and killed 
in armed conflicts; and children 
being bought and sold in that 
terrible form of modern slavery 
which is human trafficking, which 
is a crime against humanity.
These were not diplomatic words. 

And if acceptance or dissent from 

Humanae Vitae (HV) has been the 
benchmark differentiating liberals 
and conservatives, then Pope Francis 
cannot be called liberal by this 
criterion either. In heaping praise 
on HV, it seems Pope Francis was 
not worried about the opinions of 
its detractors, urging them not to 
change doctrine but to communicate 
its essence to the faithful:

Paul VI himself, in the end, 
urged confessors to be very 
merciful and pay attention to 

concrete situations. 
But his genius was 
prophetic, he had 
the courage to take 
a stand against the 
majority, to defend 
moral discipline, to 
exercise a cultural 
restraint, to oppose 
present and future 
neo-Malthusianism.

It seems that 
‘taking a stand 
against the majority 
to defend moral 
discipline’ is not 
what dissenters 
from HV did nearly 

50 years ago.  But it is what Pope 
Francis did.

Then there are those who 
are convinced Pope Francis will 
announce gay marriage is OK. Any 
Catholic knows that this cannot 
happen as it would overturn the 
church’s understanding of Genesis 
and of marriage. Even Paul Kengor, 
secular writer for the American 
Spectator grasps this;

The Catholic Church’s 
understanding of sexuality 

cathoLic LiFe
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and marriage is based not 
only on longtime immutable 
and undeniable truths but is 
embedded and integrated within 
the very fiber and fabric of its 
understanding of human relations 
and spiritual relations. That 
understanding has not only been 
consistent for 2,000 years but 
was advanced even further and 
deeper in recent decades by Pope 
John Paul II’s profound theology 
of the body. There’s not only a 
deeper biology undergirding the 
Church’s position on marriage but 
an extraordinarily rich theology 
that those ignorant of Church 
teaching could scarcely begin to 
imagine. ... To borrow from G.K. 
Chesterton, the Catholic Church 
is the one thing stops a man from 
being a child of his age. The 
Church does not suddenly change 
a two-millennial-old position 
merely because Obama and the 
Democrats have.
Kengor knows that the Pope 

cannot change church doctrine. 
And, given this doctrine, Time 
magazine could see the consistency 
in the Pope’s enlisting Evangelical 
and Mormon support to oppose 
gay ‘marriage’.  Furthermore, if 
the media wish to pin ‘Marxist’ 
credentials on the pope, the 
following papal statement is 
problematic:

It is necessary first to 
promote the fundamental 
pillars that govern a nation: its 
non-material goods. The family 
is the foundation of co-existence 
and a remedy against social 
fragmentation.
This emphasis on ‘non material 

goods’ would strike Marxist 
liberation theologians as being too 
‘traditional’. In fact the pope turns 
the tables on Marxists and calls 
them closet Christians, saying that 
their desire to help the poor derives 
from the west’s Judeo-Christian 
legacy -an uncomfortable thought 
for a Marxist, Socialist or Che 
Guavarran. 

Pope Francis has puzzled some 
Catholics because his sensibility 
and communication style eludes 
categorisation. With Argentinean 
spontaneity, he tends to place 

emphasis on the spoken word, 
immediacy and on the psychological 
ramifications of the immediate 
task. While differing from quieter 
Germans and Anglo Saxons, he is 
no less focused on the moral crisis 
evident in western society, on 
attracting the spiritually lost with 
honey not vinegar. In his ‘field 
hospital’ speech he said:  

I see the church as a field 
hospital after battle. It is useless 
to ask a seriously injured person if 
he has high cholesterol and about 
the level of his blood sugars! You 
have to heal his wounds. Then 

we can talk about everything 
else. Heal the wounds, heal the 
wounds.... And you have to start 
from the ground up.
He urges all of us to be helpers 

where the emotional and spiritual 
wounds of the age are concerned 
- in our streets, communities and 
parishes. And yet, however iconic 
this image of a field hospital has 
become of the pope’s approach, he 
has not retreated from the church’s 
teachings in any way.  As the Pope 
told one reporter, ‘people should 
pay closer attention to what he [the 
Pope] says rather than what the 
media reports.’

The Pope showed another 
dimension of his ‘style’ when 
flinging an ideological label back at 
atheists saying contemporary atheist 
mind control is the opium of the 
people. And when he faced more 
than five hundred Italian ministers, 
deputies, and senators in St Peter’s, 
the Pope did not greet them in any 
friendly way as Magister notes:

 Not a smile, not a greeting. 
And a homily full of reproofs 
in which the key word was 

Danger: Spin Doctors at work
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now live in a culture of the 
temporary, in which more and 
more people are simply giving 
up on marriage as a public 
commitment. This revolution in 
manners and morals has often 
flown the flag of freedom, but in 
fact it has brought spiritual and 
material devastation to countless 
human beings, especially the 
poorest and most vulnerable. 
The Holy Father decries the 

deceptive ‘revolution in manners 
and morals’. And would have 
thought that the pope needed to 
remind us that a child needs a 
mother and a father? He exposes 
the moral horror of ideological 
engineering which calls for ‘gender’ 
and ‘marriage preferences’ involving 
any combination or permutation of 
people, 

However much the media may 
twist themselves into pretzels trying 
to reinterpret the Pope’s  words, 
there is a simplicity in the message 
of the Holy Father that is in keeping 
with the traditional doctrine of 
the church. Giving a glimpse into 
his spirituality, the Pope said ‘I am 
rather close to the mystical movement, 
that of Louis Lallement and Jean-
Joseph Surin. And Faber was a 
mystic.’Perhaps it is the fate of the 
mystic,  who always sees  the ‘here 
and now’ in the wider canvas of 
eternity,  to be misunderstood 
because he often sees what others 
cannot, to be misunderstood when 
communicating to a church of 1.228 
billion, whose most rapid rise has 
been in Africa.   Pope Francis’s  
persona  may continue to remain 
an enigma but his teachings repeat 
in various resonances, ever ancient, 
ever new, the clear, eternal voice of 
Christ: ‘My sheep listen to my voice; 
I know them, and they follow me.’’ 
(John 10:27).

WAnDA  skoWronskA is a registered psychologist 
who works as a counsellor in inner city schools 
in Sydney. She has recently been awarded a PhD 
in Psychology/Theology at Melbourne’s John-
Paul II Institute. She has done voluntary work 
for the Catholic pro life organisation Family Life 
International, and is a regular contributor to 
Annals. The footnotes to this article are available 
on request. Please send a stamped, self-addressed 
envelope, or send your email address to annalsaus-
tralasia@gmail.com.

His vision of the world is 
apocalyptic, of a cosmic battle 
with the devil as the great 
adversary. He speaks of it often, 
especially in his morning homilies.
Much of the cosmic battle 

revolves around the attempted 
destruction of the family, the 
elimination of masculinity and 
femininity in favour of ‘gender 
preferences’. Here is a pope loudly 
proclaiming the evil designs of 
those who want to transform society 
into a web of social preferences 
which in reality brings devastation, 
saying:

We know that today marriage 
and the family are in crisis. We 

“corruption.” A word that in 
Bergoglio’s lexicon indicates the 
hardening of the sinner in his 
sin, whatever that may be, which 
blocks him from accepting the 
forgiveness of God. But which 
was understood by almost 
everyone, including the politicians 
present, in its contemporary 
meaning as the specific crime that 
goes under that name.
Who would have wanted to be 

sitting among the Italian politicians 
that day? Or amidst the Mafia when 
the pope told them, ‘There is still 
time not to end up in hell, which 
awaits you if you continue on this 
road.’  As Sandro Magister says of 
Pope Francis:

Persistence of Catholic  
Belief in England

The ProTeSTAnT episcopate was therefore keenly aware of 
the function of the ‘monuments of superstition’ as the ‘future 

hope and daily comfort’ of those who yearned for the old religion, 
like roger Martin at Melford, who noted that the reredos from the 
Jesus altar ‘is in my house decayed, and the same i hope my 
heires will repair, and restore again one day’. Accordingly, they 
set themselves to rid the parishes of them, root and branch. 
But it is difficult to avoid the impression that in this respect the 
elizabethan authorities were finding it harder to secure obedience 
to the settlement than any previous Tudor regime. even docile 
communities which had rapidly implemented the equally drastic 
measures of edward’s reign now held back. Bishop’s Stortford, 
for example, had rid itself of its Catholic plate, vestments, and 
images, white-washed the church, and replaced the altars with 
a communion table in 1547 and 1548, well in advance of many 
other communities in the region. The wardens complied with 
equal promptness with the Marian restoration, and on elizabeth’s 
accession duly removed the altars again in 1559, sold off the 
rood-loft in the following year, and replaced their chalice with 
a communion cup in 1562. But in 1570 the accounts record the 
defacing of the windows and the sale to ‘diverse of the parish’ of 
the Catholic liturgical books, altar-cloths ‘and suche other stuffe’, 
which had been retained till then in defiance of injunction and 
visitation, and noted that this ridding of the Catholic ornaments 
was ‘at the comandement of my lord of london’. Bishop’s Stortford 
was one example among many. By the late 1560s it looks as if the 
diocesan authorities everywhere were seriously worried by the 
persistence of Catholic sentiment and practice, and were making a 
determined effort to remove the physical survivals of Catholic cult 
on which they thought such sentiment could focus.

- The Stripping of the Altars: Traditional religion in England 1400-1580, eamon duffy, yale 
university Press, 1992 p.584.
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Foresight post WWI

oVer And above the absence of peace and the evils attendant on this absence, there is another 
deeper and more profound cause for present-day conditions. This cause was even beginning to 

show its head before the war and the terrible calamities consequent on that cataclysm should have 
proven a remedy for them if mankind had only taken the trouble to understand the real meaning of those 
terrible events. in the holy Scriptures we read: ‘They who have forsaken the lord, shall be consumed.’ 
(Isaiah i, 28) no less well known are the words of the divine Teacher, Jesus Christ, who said: ‘without 
me you can do nothing,’ (John xv, 5) and again, ‘he that gathereth not with me, scattereth.’ (Luke xi, 23)

These words of the holy Bible have been fulfilled and are now at this very moment being fulfilled 
before our very eyes. Because men have forsaken god and Jesus Christ, they have sunk to the depths 
of evil. They waste their energies and consume their time and efforts in vain sterile attempts to find a 
remedy for these ills, but without even being successful in saving what little remains from the existing 
ruin. 

it was a quite general desire that both our laws and our governments should exist without recognizing 
god or Jesus Christ, on the theory that all authority comes from men, not from god. Because of such 
an assumption, these theorists fell very short of being able to bestow upon law not only those sanctions 
which it must possess but also that secure basis for the supreme criterion of justice which even a pagan 
philosopher like Cicero saw clearly could not be derived except from the divine law. 

Authority itself lost its hold upon mankind, for it had lost that sound and unquestionable justification 
for its right to command on the one hand and to be obeyed on the other. Society, quite logically and 
inevitably, was shaken to its very depths and even threatened with destruction, since there was left to it 
no longer a stable foundation, everything having been reduced to a series of conflicts, to the domination 
of the majority, or to the supremacy of special interests.

— his holiness Pope Pius Xi, encyclical Quas Primas, december 11, 1925,   ¶¶ 27, 28.
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Part II: From Hanlon to Whelan 

TOP 100 IRISh CLAN NAMES
By Bryan Fitzgerald

a n l o n  — 
Ó  h A l u a i n 
(pos s ib l y  f rom 
luan, champion, 
i n t e n s i f i e d  by 
an) One of the 
most  important 

of the septs of Ulster. The present 
association of the name with west 
Munster is of comparatively recent 
inception.

o’Hara — Ó hEaghra. An 
important dual sept located in 
Co. Sligo, the chiefs being O’Hara 
Boy (buidhe) and O’Hara Reagh 
(riabhach). A branch migrated to the 
glens of Antrim.

(o) Healy — Hely. This is Ó 
hÉalaighthe in Munster, sometimes 
anglicized Healihy, and ÓhÉilidhe in 
north Connacht, derived respectfully 
from words meaning ingenious and 
claimant. Ballyhelyon Lough Arrow 
was the seat of the altar. The Munster 
sept was located in Donoughmore, 
Co. Cork, whence 
was taken the title 
conferred on the 
Protestant branch.

(o) Heaney — 
Heeney. The Principal 
sept of this name 
is Ó hÉighnigh in 
Irish, important and 
widespread in Oriel 
(the anicent kingdom 
that occupied portions 
of Leinster and 
Ulster), formerly 
stretching its influence 
into Fermanagh. 
Hegney is a variant. 
Another family of 
the name Ulster were 
erenaghs (parish 
figures responsible for 

overseeing all church property and 
forms of parish income) of Banagher 
in Co. Derry. Minor septs of Ó 
hÉanna (Éanna, old form of Enda), 
also anglicized Heaney, were of some 
note in Clare, Limerick, and Mayo up 
to the 17th century.

(o) Higgins — Ó hUigín (from 
an Old-Irish word akin to Viking, 
not from uige). A sept of the 
southern Uí Néill which migrated to 
Connacht. The O’Higgins father and 
son of South American fame came 
from Ballinary, Co. Sligo, not Ballina 
as is commonly reported.

(o) Hogan — Ó hÓgain (og, 
young). Three septs are so called: 
one is Dalcassian and one of Lower 
Dormond (sometimes regarded as 
the same); there is also one of the 
Corca Laoidhe.

Kane — O Cahan, Ó Catháin. 
As lords of Keenaght the O’Kanes 
were a leading sept in Ulster up to 
the time of the plantation of Ulster. 
The name is still very numerous in 
its original homeland.

Keating — One of the earliest 
Hibernicized Anglo-Norman 
families whose name was gaelicized 
as Ćeitinn. They settled in south 
Leinster. The historian Dr. Geoffrey 

Keating was 
of Tipperary. 
The name with 
the prefix Mac 
is associated 
exclusively with 
the Downpatrick 
area, where 
MacKetian is a 
synonym of it. 
The theory that 
Keating is derived 
from  Mac Eitienne  
is improbable, 
according to 
Patrick Woulfe. The 
most acceptable 
suggestion is that 
it is from Cethyn, 
a Welsh personal 
name.

AROUND six million 
Australians, and seventy 

million people worldwide have 
Irish ancestry

As many of our readers share 
this privilege, Annals thought it 
would be of interest to them and 
others to include, in two parts 
because of its length, a list of the 
top 100 Irish Clan names.

The first part ranged [see 
Annals April-May] from Aherne 
to Hagan, and this second part 
will range from Hogan to Whelan. 
We are indebted to IrishCentral 
for permission to reprint this 
study by Bryan Fitzgerald.

cathoLic cuLture
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(o) Kelly — Ó Ceallaigh (The 
derivation of Kelly is uncertain: the 
most probable suggestion is that it 
is from ceallach, strife). The most 
important and numerous sept of 
this name is that of the Uí Maine. 
Kelly is the second most numerous 
name in Ireland. In 1890 less than 
one percent of them had the prefix 
O, but this has been to some extent 
resumed.

Mac Kenna — Kennagh, Mac 
Cionaoith. A branch of the southern 
Uí Neill, mainly located in Co. 
Monaghan where they were lords 
of Truagh. The name is now fairly 
numerous also in Leinster and 
Munster. Locally in Clare and Kerry 
the last syllable is stressed, giving the 
variants Kennaw, Ginna, Gna, etc.

Kennedy — Ó Cinnéide (ceann, 
head-éidigh, ugly). An important 
Dalcassian sept of east Clare 
which settled in north Tipperary 
and spread thence far as Wexford, 
from whence came the family 
of President J.F. Kennedy. The 
Scottish Kennedys are by remote 
origin Irish Gaels.

lawless — Laighléis (from the 
Old-English laghles, outlaw). The 
name, introduced into Ireland after 
the Anglo-Norman invasion, is now 
numerous in Counties Dublin and 
Galway. It was one of the «Tribes 
of Kilkenny» but has now no close 
association with the city.

(o) leahy — Ó Laochdha 
(laochda, heroic). This name is 
very numerous in Munster but not 
elsewhere. It is basically distinct 
from Lahy though they have been 
used synonymously.

(o) leary — Ó Laoghaire. 
(Laoghaire was one of the best-
known personal names of Ancient 
Ireland). A sept of the Corca 
Laoidhe established in Muskerry, of 
importance in all fields of national 
activity, especially in literature, and 
in the military sphere both at home 
and as the Wild Geese.

(o) lemon — Lenna, Ó 
Leannáin (possibly from leann, a 
cloak or mantle; leanán, paramour, 
has also been suggested). This is 
the name of several distinct septs 
located respectively in Counties 

Cork, Fermanagh, and Galway. 
The last named is of the Sodhan 
pre-Gaelic stock. The Fermanagh 
family were erenaghs (parish 
figures responsible for overseeing 
all church property and forms 
of parish income) of Lisgoole. Ó 
Leannáin is also used as a synonym 
of Lineen (Ó Luinín), another 
Fermanagh erenagh family. Further 
confusion arises from the fact that 
these have been widely changed to 
the English name Leonard.

Mac loughlin — Mac Lochlainn 
(from a Norse personal name). Of 
Inishowen. A senior branch of the 
Northern Uí Néill. They lost their 
early importance as a leading sept 
of Tirconnell in the 13th century, 
but are still very numerous in their 
original homeland counties Donegal 
and Derry, where their name is 
usually spelled MacLaughlin; 
MacLoughlin, also numerous, is 
more widespread. Minor septs 
in Connacht were akin to the 
MacDermota and the O’Connors.

Mac Mahon — Mac 
Mathghamhna, mod. Mac Mathúna 
(mathghamhan, bear). The name 
of two septs, both of importance. 
That of Thomond descends from 
Mahon O’Brien, grandson of Brian 
Ború. MacMahon is now the most 
numerous name in Co. Clare. In 
later times the majority of the many 
of the name were from the Co. 
Monaghan, where McMahons are 
numerous today, though less so in 
Thomond.

(o) Malley — Mailey, Ó Máille. 
(meall, peasant). A branch of the 
Cenél Eoghain located in Tyrone 
where their territory was known as 
«O’Mellan’s Country.» They were 
hereditary keepers of the Bell of St. 
Patrick.

o’Meara — Mara, Ó Meadhra 
(meadhar, merry). This well-known 
sept, which has produced many 
distinguished men and women, 
gave its name to the village of 
Toomevara, which locates their 
homeland. This one of the few O 
names from which the prefix was 
never very widely dropped.

Molloy — Mulloy, Ó 
Maolmmhuaidh. (The adjective 

muadh — denotes bit and soft, as 
well noble). An important sept of 
Fercal in mid-Leister. Molloy is an 
anglicized form of Ó Maolaoidh. 
Apart from five variant spellings, 
such as Maloy and Mulloy, Molloy 
has been officially recorded as 
synonym of Mulvogue (Connacht), 
Logue (Co. Donegal), Mullock 
(Offaly), Mulvihill (Kerry), and 
Slowey (Co. Monaghan) while 
Maloy has been used for MacCloy 
in Co. Derry.

(o) Moran — Apart from 
MacMorran of Fermanagh, which 
has inevitably been changed to 
Moran, there are a number of 
distinct septs of Ó Moráin and Ó 
Moghrain, whose name is anglicized 
Moran. Four of these are of 
Connacht — in which province the 
name is much more numerous  than 
elsewhere — originally located at 
Elphin (akin to the O’Connors), in 
Co. Leitrim (of the Muinitir Eolais), 
in. Co. Mayo at Ardanee, in Co. 
Galway, a minor branch of the Uí 
Maine. The Leitrim families are also 
called Morahan, as is the fifth to 
be enumerated, viz. that of Offaly, 
where Morrin is a synonym.

Moynihan — Ó Muimhneacháin 
(Muimhneach, Munsterman). 
Although there was a small sept of 
this name, sometimes changed to 
Munster, in Mayo, families so called 
belong almost exclusively to south-
west Munster, Moynihan being very 
numerous on the borders of two 
counties. Minihan, another form of 
the name, is mainly found in Cork.

(o) Mulligan — Ó Maolagáin 
(probably a diminutive of maol, 
see MacMullen). An important sept 
in Donegal, much reduced at the 
time of the Plantation of Ulster and 
now found more in Co. Mayo and 
Monaghan.

(o) Murphy — Ó Murchadh. 
Murphy is the most numerous 
name in Ireland. The resumption of 
the prefixes O and Mac, which is a 
modern tendency with most Gaelic-
Irish names, has not taken place in 
the case of Murphy.

(Mac) nally — Mac Anally, 
Mac an Fhailghih (failgheach, 
poor man). Without the prefix 
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Mac this name now is found 
mainly in Mayo and Roscommon; 
with the Mac it belongs to Oriel. 
Patrick Woulfe says that the Mayo 
Nallys are of Norman or Welsh 
oigin and acquired a Gaelic name. 
This is unlikely in the case of the 
MacNallys of Ulster as there they 
are often called Mac Con Ulaidh 
(son of the hound of Ulidia, i.e. 
eastern Ulster). In the census of 
1659 it appears as MacAnully, 
MacEnolly, MacNally, and Knally, all 
in Oriel (the anicent kingdom that 
occupied portions of Leinster and 
Ulster) or in counties adjacent.

Mac namara — Mac Conmara 
(hound of the sea). The most 
important sept of the Dál gCais after 
the O’Briens, to whom they were 
marshals.

(o) nolan — Knowlan Ó 
Nualláin (nuall, shout). In early times 
holding hereditary office under the 
Kings of Leinster, the chief of this 
sept was known as Prince of the 
Foherta, i.e. the Barony of Forth, 
in the present county of Carlow 
where the name was and still is 
numerous. A branch migrated to 
east Connacht and Co. Longford. 
In Roscommon and Mayo Nolan is 
used synonymously with Holohan 
(from the genitive plural); and in 
Fermanagh as an Anglicized form 
of ÓhUltacháin (Hultaghan). There 
was also a sept of the name of 
Corca Laoidhe which is now well 
represented in Co. Kerry.

Prendergast — de Priondragás. 
One of the powerful families which 
came to Ireland at the time of the 
Anglo-Norman invasion. They are 
still found mainly in the places of 
their original settlement. Some of 
those in Mayo assumed the name 
FitzMaurice.

MacQuaid — Quade, Mac Uaid 
(son of Wat). A well-known name in 
Co. Monaghan and adjacent areas. 
Without the prefix Mac the name is 
found in Co. Limerick.

(o) Rafferty — Ó 
Raithbheartaigh, mod. Ó 
Raifeartaigh. Though etymologically 
this (from rath bheartach, prosperity 
wielder) is distinct from Ó 
Robhartaigh (from robharta, full 

tide) anglicized as O’Roarty, these 
two names have been treated as one, 
at least since the fifteenth century. As 
coarbs (officers of the late medieval 
church in Ireland) of St. Columcille 
on Tory Island. Roarty is now mainly 
Co. Donegal while Rafferty is of Co. 
Tyrone and Co. Lough.

(o) Rahilly — Ó Raithile. 
This well-known Munster family 
originated as a branch of the Cenél 
Eoghain in Ulster but has long 
been closely associated with west 
Munster. The poet Egan O’Rahilly, 
for example, was a Kerryman.

Redmond — Réamonn. A 
Hiberno-Norman family of 
importance throughout Irish history. 
They are associated almost entirely 
with South Wexford. The branch 
of the MacMurroughs in the north 
of that county, some of whom 
adopted the name of Redmond 
and whose chief was called Mac 
Davymore, are quite distinct from the 
MacRedmonds.

(o) Regan — Ó Riagain. 
Ó Réagain is used in county 
Waterford. There are three septs 
with this name. That of Leix was in 
the early times one of the ‘Tribes 
of Tara’. The eponymous ancestors 
of the Thomond sept were akin to 
Brian Boru. The third was akin to 
the MacCarthys.

(o) Reilly — Ó Raghailligh. One 
of the most numerous names in 
Ireland, especially so in Co. Cavan. 
The prefix O has been widely 
resumed in the anglicized form. 
The head of this important sept was 
chief Breffny O’Reilly

(o) Riordan — Rearden, Ó 
Riordáin. This numerous sept 
belongs exclusively to Munster, The 
earlier form of Ó Rioghbhardáin 
derives from «riogh bhard,» «royal 
bard.»

(o) Rooney — Ó Ruanaidh. 
Originating in Co. Down, where the 
town of Ballyroney locates them, 
this name is now numerous in all 

The Irish under English Rule

The CoMMon admission now [1820 ed.] is … that the great mass 
of the population is completely subjugated and overawed by a 

handful of comparatively recent settlers, in whom all the power and 
patronage of the country is vested, who have been reluctantly compelled 
to desist from still greater abuses of authority, and who look with 
trembling apprehension to the increasing liberality of the Parliament 
and the country towards these unfortunate persons whom they have 
always looked upon as their property and their prey. whatever evils may 
result from these proportions between the oppressor and oppressed 
– to whatever dangers a country so situated may be considered to be 
exposed – these evils and dangers are rapidly increasing in ireland. 
The proportion of Catholics to Protestants is infinitely greater now than 
it was thirty years ago, and is becoming more and more favourable 
to the former. By a return made to the irish house of lords in 1732, 
the proportion of Catholics to Protestants was not 2 to 1. it is now (as 
we have already observed) 4 to 1 … The Catholic priest resides ; his 
income entirely depends upon the number of his flock ; and he must 
exert himself or he starves. [The Catholic] is animated by a sense of 
injury … not only remember that the lands of their father were given to 
[the Protestant’s]  father – but they find themselves forced to pay for 
the support of his religion. in the wretched state of poverty in which the 
lower orders of irish are plunged, it is not without considerable effort 
that they can pay the few shillings necessary for the support of their 
Catholic priest ; and when this is effected, a tenth of the potatoes in the 
garden are to be set out for the support of a persuasion, the introduction 
of which into ireland they consider as the great cause of their political 
inferiority, and all their manifold wretchedness.

— Sydney Smith, ‘ireland,’ Edinburgh Review, november 1820 in Essays by Sydney Smith, 
[undated] london, george routledge and Sons, pp. 314-315. Sydney Smith was a clergyman of 

the Church of england, a celebrated wit and one of the founders of the Edinburgh Review.
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the provinces except Munster. In 
west Ulster and north Connacht 
Rooney is often an abbreviation of 
Mulrooney.

(o) Shea — Shee, Ó Séaghdha; 
mod. Ó Sé (séaghdha, hawklike. 
Secondary meaning: stately). 
Primarily a Kerry sept, but (as 
in Shee) it is notable as the only 
Gaelic-Irish name among “the 
Tribes of Kilkenny,» to which, in 
addiition to Co. Tipperary, a branch 
of the sept migrated in the 13th 
century.

(o) Sheehan — Sheahan, 
Ó Síodhacháin. (The obvious 
derivation from síodhach, peaceful, 
is not accepted by some Celtic 
scholars). The Dalcassian sept which 
spread southwards accounts for the 
majority of Sheehans who are now 
very numerous in counties Cork, 
Kerry, and Limerick. Formerly also 
there was an Uí Maine sept of this 
name which, however, is rarely 
found in Connacht today.

(o) Slattery — Ó Slatara, 
Ó Slatraigh (slatra, strong). Of 
Ballyslatterly in east Clare. The 
name has now spread to adjacent 
counties of Munster.

Smith — Smyth. When not the 
name of an English settler family, 
Smith is usually a synonym of 
MacGowan, nearly always so in Co. 
Cavan.

(Mac) Spillan(e) — Mac 
Spealáin (derivation as O’Spillane). 
The family is, however, quite 
distinct from Ó Spealáin. Spollan 
and Spollin, rarely retaining the 
prefix Mac, are numerous in County 
Offaly. Older anglicized forms were 
Spalane and Spalon.

(o) Sullivan — Ó Súileabhain 
(While there is no doubt that the 
basic word is súil (eye) there is 
a disagreement as to the meaning 
of the last part of the name). This 
is the most numerous surname 
in Munster and is third in all 
of Ireland. Originally of south 
Tipperary, the O’Sullivans were 
forced westwards by the Anglo-
Norman invasion and became one 
of the leading septs of the Munster 
Eoghanacht. There were several 
sub-septs, of which O’Sullican Mor 

and O’Sullivan Baere were the most 
important.

(Mac) Sweeney — Swiney, Mac 
Suibhne (the word suibhne denotes 
peasant, the opposite of diubhneI). 
Of all galloglass origin, it was not 
until the fourteenth century that 
the three great Tirconnell septs of 
MaSweeney were established; more 
than a century later a branch went 
to Munster.

(o) Tierney — Ó Tighearnaigh 
(tighearna, lord). There were three 
septs of this name, in Donegal, 
Mayo, and Westmeath, but it is now 
scattered. It is much confused with 

Why the Irish Migrated

The CATholiC does not yet consider himself upon an equality 
with his former tyrant and taskmaster. That religious hatred which 

required all the prohibiting vigilance of the law for its restraint, has 
found in the law its strongest support ; and the spirit which the law first 
exasperated and embittered, continues to act long after the original 
stimulus is withdrawn. The law which prevented Catholics from serving 
on grand juries is repealed ; but Catholics are not called upon grand 
juries in the proportion in which they are entitled, by their rank and 
fortune. The duke of Bedford did all he could to give them the benefit 
of those laws which are already passed in their favour. But power is 
seldom intrusted in this country to one of the duke of Bedford’s liberality 
; and everything has fallen back in the hands of his successors into the 
ancient division of the privileged and degraded castes. …  it is perfectly 
understood that nothing is intended to be done for the Catholics. 
however eligible the Catholic may be, he is not elected ; whatever 
barriers may be thrown down, he does not advance a step. he was 
first kept out by law; he is now kept out by opinion and habit. They have 
been so long in chains, that nobody believes they are capable of using 
their hands and feet.

it is not, however, the only or the worst misfortune of the Catholics, 
that the relaxations of the law are hitherto of little benefit to them ; the 
law is not yet sufficiently relaxed. A Catholic, as everybody knows, 
cannot be made sheriff; cannot be in Parliament ; cannot be a director 
of the irish Bank ; cannot fill the great departments of the law, the army, 
and the navy ; is cut off from all the high objects of human ambition, and 
treated as a marked and degraded person.

— Sydney Smith, ‘ireland,’ Edinburgh Review, november 1820 in Essays by Sydney Smith, 
[undated] london, george routledge and Sons, p.313 ff. Sydney Smith was a clergyman of the 

Church of england, a celebrated wit and one of the founders of the Edinburgh Review.

Tiernan in Mayo. In southern Ulster 
this is usually of different origin, 
viz., Mac Giolla Tighearnaigh, which 
was formerly also anglicized as 
MacIltierney.

Walsh — Breat(h)nach 
(Welshman). Also re-anglicized 
also as Brannagh, Brannick etc. A 
name given independently to many 
unconnected families in different 
parts of the country and now the 
fourth most numerous of all Irish 
surnames. It is sometimes spelled 
Welsh, which is the pronunciation 
of Walsh in Munster and Connacht.

(o) Whelan, Ó Faoláin (faol, 
wolf). A variant form of Phelan 
common in Ireland between Co. 
Tipperary and Co. Wexford. Whelan 
is also sometimes an abbreviation 
of Whelehan and occasionally a 
synonym of Hyland. Whelan is rare 
in Ulster.

With our thanks to IrishCentral:  http://www.
i r i shcentra l . com/roots/ top-100- i r i sh- las t -
names -exp l a ined -10 31250 9 9-237791581 .
html#ixzz2suQBLgZQ  Reprinted with permission
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MEDIA MATTERS
By JAMes MurrAy

Stirrup storm

Next year the Knighthood of Australia, 
spectacularly illumined among orders of 
chivalry, including New Zealand’s and, 
longest enduring, the Vatican’s, should be 
made even more distinctive.

Perhaps a helmet-shaped gold badge 
would be in order, entitling war-veteran 
knights over 70 (proposed job retirement 
age) to free beer at all RSL Clubs. And a 
new nomination protocol could be written 
by the Order of Australia Council, now sole 
controller: knighthoods for officers should 
be coupled with knighthoods for other 
ranks (damehoods as required). 

These thoughts are inspired by the 
headline cyclone over Prince Philip, Duke 
of Edinburgh’s knighthood; the question, 
‘What’s he ever done in Australia? ’ caught 
the mood.

It’s fair to say the PM Tony Abbott’s initial 
responses were inadequate. He might, for 
example, have clarified the extent to which 
his decision was emotionally affected by 
members of his own and his wife’s families 
being in the great, but fading, cohort of 
World War II veterans. 

The PM could still go to the bound 
volumes of The Bulletin where he once 
slaved over a hot typewriter. In the issue 
of March 9 1982, he would find an excerpt 
from the memoirs of Francis (Frank) 
Courtney Browne together with an obituary 
detailing his background: Christian 
Brothers Waverley, Duntroon and, his 
greatest distinction: the only Australian 
journalist jailed for contempt of the 
Parliament.

In the memoirs (dictated to your 
correspondent) Browne claimed that 
at Romano’s, Sydney in 1945 he and a 
mate, Joe Fallon, met Lieutenant Philip 
Mountbatten, then still a bachelor, on leave 
after sea-going service in the Pacific war 
zone. Further, Browne claimed that at a later 

meeting Lieutenant Mountbatten borrowed 
seven pounds to ensure that a girlfriend 
made it home in a taxi. 

Seven pounds; it seemed a plausible sum, 
all that Browne said he had on him, though 
he offered to ‘send down to the two-up 
school for whatever you want’. 

During research for what was to have 
been a more balanced biography, your 
correspondent decided to double check. 

On May 3, 1988, he hand-delivered a 
letter to Government House, Sydney where 
Mountbatten by then, of course, husband 
of HM Queen Elizabeth, was staying. On 
May 9, he got a letter signed Brian McGrath 
which said in part:

‘The Duke of Edinburgh has asked me to 
thank you very much for your letter of 3rd 
May. Prince Philip says that he remembers 
Joe Fallon but has no recollection of having 
met Frank Browne. The story that his Royal 
Highness borrowed seven pounds does not 
ring very true as Prince Philip had his own 
car and therefore why should he borrow 
money for transport! ’  

All this your correspondent relates 
because he thinks anyone Frank Browne 
involved in his wild legend acquires quasi-
dinkum Aussie status and eligibility for a 
Knighthood of Australia. 

The royal reply, incidentally, was sent 
from the Hyatt Hotel, Canberra. The 
envelope bears a stamp of the Queen; the 
notepaper is embellished with the Order of 
the Garter emblem and the motto: Honi soit 
qui mal y pense. This can be freely translated 
as, ‘Lighten up when staging a “beat-up”.’

Polli-cide 

Before you could say, ‘Hold the front 
page! ’ the royal knighthood question was 
hitched to the question of whether True Blue 
Tony Abbott could keep his PM title. 

All the buttons on the panic accordion 
were pressed; Labor’s current leader Bill 
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Shorten, coup catalytic 00 agent, sang along 
(lyrics by the great Bob Ellis?)

According to newspaper-tied opinion 
polls, the leading contender was Malcolm 
Turnbull, a status he reinforced with his 
leadership treatise delivered in Washington 
(and written presumably on the back of the 
stray emails he once made such a gaffe of). 

What about True Blue Tony’s television 
appearance at the National Press Club? In 
the style of a bush, boxing-booth champ, he 
took on all comers, and proved that he does 
not have a glass jaw; True Blue Tony should 
box on – collegiately. 

Turnbull, however, still harbours 
contender ambitions. Smokin’ Joe Hockey 
won’t let him go unchallenged. Nor will 
promising cruiserweight, Scott Morrison. 
Above all , the Basket Range Kid, Julie 
Bishop, has signalled that she will not stand 
around flapping the towel for the blokes.

Yet this fever of ambition thrives amid 
the Labor opposition’s attempts at collective 
amnesia about the seismic effects of its own 
Rudd-Gillard-Rudd coups to which True 
Blue Tony referred at the Press Club. 

Not a heckle from the audience: ‘What 
about the prelude coups: Beazley-Latham-
Crean? ’ (An addendum inspired by 
seeing an ABC cut-away shot of Beazley 
in Washington (where Abbott generously 
retained him as ambassador) listening to 
Turnbull being Turnbull: as ever boxing 
clever). To be continued. 

Bare bone

The separation of Federal and State 
issues is false; the former bleeds into latter 
and vice versa. Nowhere has this been more 
apparent than in the Queensland election.

At both Federal and State level political 
organisations of Liberal-National bent 
deployed weapons undeterred by the fact 
that they were blunderbusses. Watching 
ministers shake, rattle and roll on unpopular 
policies was like being condemned to 
endless repeats of the ABC show, Rage. 

The problem, for Laborites as well as for 
Liberals, remains (jargon warning): micro 
means are being used in attempts to solve 
macro revenue shortfalls; increased GST, 
health co-payments, reduced minimum 
wage, abolishing holiday-leave loading and 
penalty rates will not solve it. 

We are seeing (and enduring) Mother 
Hubbard economics: finding the cupboard 
bare, politicians go fossicking through poor 
neighbourhood dustbins to get the dog a 
bone. 

What they should be doing is foraging 
in rich neighbourhoods, also known as 
corporations with their record tax avoidance 
linked to record profits in turn geared to 
executive pay levels. Nor will buck-passing 
to the Productivity Commission solve the 
shortfall.   

The powers of global corporations in 
cahoots with major accountancy firms are 
akin to those once deployed by the British 
Honourable East India Company which had 
a plan for Australia different from the penal 
settlement that evolved to a Commonwealth. 

Through their low tax expansionism, the 
Company’s modern counterparts may be 
re-shaping that Commonwealth. 

Sanctioning corporations is not easy. 
Sending in a gunboat is not an option. Even 
an SAS squadron recruited from the Royal 
Army Pay Corps might have difficulties.

There’s always surpass the leader: 
President Barak Obama has announced 
implementation of Brisbane G20 resolutions 
through action to glean corporate taxes from 
brass-plate and trans-jurisdictional havens.  

One surpassing possibility: measures 
more effective than Labor’s revenue-negative 
tax.

Alternatively, sanction accountancy firms 
involved in avoidance: withhold lucrative 
government consultancy contracts that 
cost far more than savings on medical 
consultations.

Cavalier Rupert 

Forests fall to make the newsprint 
Rupert Murdoch needs for all the words 
his hack legions create daily. Satellites in 
geo-stationary orbit transmit the words 
(with pictures) to the far f lung outposts of 
his News Corp Empire yet, compared to 
his more trivial @rupertmurdoch tweets, 
one of crucial significance went under-
reported: ‘Maybe most Moslems peaceful 
but until they recognise and destroy their 
growing jihadist cancer they must be held 
responsible.’

To emphasise the tweet’s significance, it 
chimed with an earlier speech by Egyptian 
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President Abdul Fattah al-Sisi to religious 
leaders in Cairo: ‘I say, and repeat again, 
that we are in need of a religious revolution. 
You, imans, are responsible before Allah. 
The entire world … is waiting for your next 
move…because the Islamic world is being 
torn; it is being destroyed; it is being lost, 
and it is being lost by our own hands.’ 

Implicit in the Murdoch and al-Sisi 
statements is recognition of the truth that 
the heroic Ayaan Hirsi Ali speaks in relation 
to the Koran’s Medina and Mecca suras 
(respectively severe and relatively benign). 

It remains to be seen how the Murdoch 
tweet fits the views of key News Corp 
shareholder, Saudi Prince Alawaleed bin 
Talal (influential in securing the resignation 
of Rebekah Brooks during the continuing 
phone-hacking scandal). 

The Prince’s views need to be seen in 
the wider context of Saudi king Abdullah’s 
death and the accession of his brother 
Salman, descendants of the tribal chieftain 
Ibn Saud who achieved royal status after 
his alliance with Abdul Wahab. The latter’s 
followers are strict interpreters (and 
enacters) of the Koran to the point of jihad 
(which some argue means that its sinews are 
petro-dollars). 

For the record, Annals contributor 
Michael O’Connor, commenting on western 
intervention against lslamic State (Issue 
7/2014) concluded: ‘The solution then 
clearly lies within Islam itself. Its spiritual 
leaders must take control of the theology of 
jihad away from the extremists within the 
community of Islam…’   

The problem? How to reconcile the 
Medina suras with the magnificent, repeated 
call of the Koran: ‘In the Name of God, the 
Merciful, the Compassionate! ’ 

Hebdo mania

After the horrific act of jihadist war, now 
known simply as 9/11, your correspondent 
remarked that as Communism preoccupied 
the 20th century, Islamism would 
pre-occupy the 21st. 

So it goes via the gunfight at the 
Canadian parliament, the fatal siege of the 
Lindt chocolate café, Sydney, the raid on the 
Charlie Hebdo office, Paris and continuing 
massacres of Christians as well as Muslim 

ethnic and minority sects, multiplied by 
age-old Sunni-Shi ’ ite vendettas amid the 
rise of the neo-caliphate, Islamic State.  

The Hebdo attack, even by the traditional 
standard, tooth for a tooth, an eye for an 
eye, was disproportionate; this was not 
revenge as a kind of wild justice, this was 
revenge out of kilter with available legal 
remedies, revenge as fanatic assassination.

Into that gory equation, freedom of 
expression was factored and the slogan Je 
suis Charlie Hebdo went viral. 

But is freedom of expression an absolute? 
In its first issue after the murders, the Hebdo 
team sought to prove it was by publishing 
another cartoon putatively of the prophet 
Mohammed – putatively because no one 
knows what he looked like. The image could 
be taken as a stereotypical Arab, and it must 
be added was not a classic line-drawing, 
more Mad comic than the superlative line of 
the cartoonists whose work once adorned 
The Bulletin (swapped for a pile of casino 
chips). 

It may be, however, that the ban on 
specific images of Mohammed is intensified 
by the general Islamic ban on religious 
images, a ban deriving from the Judaic ban 
on graven images. 

 Such iconophobia is not confined to 
Judaism or Islam. Christianity had its 
episodes, notably William Shakespeare’s 
Catholic father being obliged by puritanical 
Protestant authorities to supervise the white-
washing of Catholic images in Stratford 
parish church, a task done so lightly that the 
images could still be discerned.

Ironically Hebdo intransigence on 
freedom of expression mirrors that of Islam 
on images. Hebdo links its stance to the 
French Revolution. That revolution had 
two means of elimination: the guillotine 
and embateaument (by which victims 
were crammed into barges and sunk in the 
Seine). Hebdo practises a variation of the 
latter: all religious beliefs are crammed 
together for fundamentalist , atheistic 
condemnation. 

Conclusion: Je suis Charlie Hebdo – mais 
pas toujours. 

© Austral-Media Pty Ltd 2015
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It is the stuff of classical tragedy that nothing fully assuages the grief experienced by a young 
person whose complete trust is met with coldness, weakness, or blind incomprehension.

ThE FICTION OF ANThONY TROLLOPE
By Susan Reibel Moore

LT H O U G H  A S 
brilliant a literary 
c r i t i c  a s  Henry 
James had strong 
reservations about 
Anthony Trollope 
while he was still 

churning out a remarkable number 
of novels, arguing forcefully that 
his performance was uneven, a 
compelling fact about literary 
history is that his finest books 
remain enormously entertaining.   

Despite the contemporary 
addiction to technology that has 
resulted in much less familial 
reading aloud than was usual in 
my own youth, there are still well-
informed adults who thrive on this 
old-fashioned activity.  Indeed, 
those who do are likely to find that 
spontaneous conversation about 
what has been depicted by Trollope 
often takes off among listeners, 
temporarily interrupting the 
narrative continuity that promises 

to provide continuing pleasurable 
surprises.  

Recently, re-reading Trollope’s 
Barchester series, I was struck 
above all by his versatility in 
depicting typical social activity 
among the British gentry in 19th 
century England during a period 
of immense growth and change.  
Whether he is concentrating 
primarily on young heroines whose 
prospects are uncertain, or on 
unlikely male protagonists like the 
inimitable middle-aged clergyman 
Mr Harding, whose unflagging 
goodness never makes his ordinary 
comings and goings uninteresting, 
Trollope rewards close attention.  

Typically, what is most engaging 
is drawing room banter succeeded 
by the intimate one-on-one 
conversation that furthers every 
key individual’s fortunes, whether 
the persons involved are fully 
aware of this or not.   Long walks, 
horseback rides, family meals, and 

dinner parties, so ubiquitous in his 
characters’ lives, involve us as fully 
as if we were the people engaged in 
them.   

There is of course much that is 
moving in the reversals of fortune 
that afflict his key figures.  But this 
time around, nothing has made a 
deeper impression on me than what 
can happen to young persons whose 
dreams collapse when the objects 
of their fondest hopes prove to be 
utterly unworthy of them.  

The critic David Skilton, who has 
written numerous introductions 
to paperback editions of Trollope 
readily available at university 
campuses where they are taught, 
seems to me curiously obtuse about 
the lasting effect of betrayal on 
one such young person.  As if there 
is no such thing as enduring love, 
however misplaced it may be, he 
calls ‘perverse’ the failure of one of 
Trollope’s most loved heroines, Lily 
Bart, ever to love again once she is 
jilted by her opportunistic fiancé for 
a hollow woman of rank.  

What Trollope makes utterly 
real is the meaning of heartbreak 
when an impressionable, innocent 
young woman gives herself utterly 
to a dream of complete, shared 
fulfilment that turns out to be a 
species of fantasy.  

In life, of course, there are people 
who recover from betrayals of this 
type; but there are others, both 
male and female, who don’t.  

Those who do recover may 
well find mates with whom they 
can experience a different form of 
contentment.  But it is the stuff of 
classical tragedy that nothing fully 
assuages the grief experienced by a 

FeeLing the truth

The Need to ‘Feel’ the Truth

TwenTy yeArS Ago, the duke of wellington wrote his celebrated 
letter on the subject of the national defences. his authority gave 

it an immediate circulation among all classes of the community; 
none questioned what he said, nor as if taking his words on faith 
merely, but as intellectually recognizing their truth; yet few could 
be said to see or feel that truth … [A]fter his death … the attempt 
upon louis napoleon’s life transferred its facts to the charge of the 
imagination. Then forthwith the national assent became in various 
ways an operative principle, especially in its promotion of the volunteer 
movement. The duke, having a special eye for military matters, had 
realized the state of things from the first; but it took a course of years 
to impress upon the public mind an assent to his warning deeper and 
more energetic than the reception it is accustomed to give to a clever 
article in a newspaper or a review.

— Blessed John henry Cardinal newman, An essay in aid of a grammar of Assent.
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young person whose complete trust 
is met with coldness, weakness, or 
blind incomprehension.  

Anthony Trollope understood 
this perfectly—and his depiction 
of it seems to me as profound 
and authentic as anything found 
in novelists of the period widely 
considered superior in penetration: 
e.g. Dickens, George Eliot, and 
James himself.  

On such commonplaces of 
Victorian life as jockeying for 
power and influence, raising young 
children, handling unforseen debt, 
managing to retain a congregation 
in a rural parish beset by economic 
woes, or entering political life 
without prior experience of the ins 
and outs of governance, Trollope is 
wonderfully instructive.  

Ultimately, it doesn’t matter a 
whit that in today’s world of global 
uncertainty dramatised daily on our 
TV and computer screens, ‘getting 
on’ requires skills anchored in other 
experiences of worldly know-how.    
What does matter is that the feel of 
the struggles rendered in an older 
historical context is so authentic 
and, in its broader outlines, so 
pertinent.  

To young people starting out 
in life, and to older folk who’ve 
forgotten  how much we have 
in common with our forbears, 
Anthony Trollope can encourage 
a joyful  burst of reading energy 
unrivalled by anybody on our own 
best seller lists.   What he teaches, 
above all, is the virtue of restraint 
and forbearance in the face of 
disappointments and villainies that 
elude some fortunate souls.  At the 
same time, he encourages all of us 
to retain in memory remarkably 
vivid portraiture—especially, 
portraits of social climbers like the 
celebrated Mrs Proudie or Dr Slope, 
whose appearance on celebrated 
BBC serial dramas does their 
creator proud.

For fifty years, starting at Harvard, Dr susAn reibel 
Moore has written about great fiction, drama, and 
poetry in scholarly journals, books of literary criti-
cism, and newspapers.  Her most recent book is the 
third edition of her Aussie first, What Should My 
Child Read? (Five Senses Education).

Please assist us by introducing Annals to relatives and friends. 
We need your support and we need new subscribers. 

Annals has the answer! Try it.

DONATIONS RECEIVED
FROM 30/11/2015 to 5/12/2014
Our sincerest thanks to the many subscribers to  

Annals Australia, who very generously send a small donation 
along with their annual renewal – this assists in defraying the 

heavy costs incurred in producing our magazine.

– Editor, Annals
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MovieSThe Theory of Everything

Director James Marsh and 
scriptwriter Anthony McCartan 
undertook a mighty challenge: a 
biopic of astro-physicist Stephen 
Hawkings based on a book by his 
first wife, Jane, based on their mixed 
marital arrangements. 

With uncanny verisimilitude Eddie 
Redmayne embodies Hawkings.  
Felicity Jones plays Jane in a style 
that suggests she felicitates her every 
movie. 

The early focus is on their meeting 
at Cambridge University and the rise 
of Hawkings as he attempts by way 
of a single elegant equation to go 
where no man has gone before while 
his spaceship, his body, deteriorates, 
result of Motor Neurone Disease yet 
with Jane’s aid he puts together his 
unlikely multi-million best-seller, A 
Brief History of Time.

The Redmayne and Jones 
performances are enhanced by the 
work of a sterling cast which includes 
David Thewlis as the Hawkings tutor, 
Simon McBurney as Hawkings pere, 
Emily Watson as Jones mere and 
Maxine Peake as Hawking’s substitute 
carer (and second wife) Elaine 
under whose tutelage he evinces an 
interest in that glossy rag: Penthouse 
which, unlike Playboy, no one could 
plausibly say he read for the articles.    

Unusually, the movie’s characters 
are less interesting than its ideas.  
The Hawkings equations turn his 
boyhood scepticism into full-blown 
belief in atheism (if that’s not a 
contradiction in terms). 

Missing is a symbol of the love 
he has experienced from his life’s 
beginning, a love most assertive in 
Jane, a Christian (Anglican). 

Might such a symbol, inserted 
into his equations alongside symbols 
for such concepts as black holes, 
singularities and anti-matter, yet 
convert him to the view that the 
universe is the work of a God whose 
creative essence is love?  

End captions reveal that Jane 
achieved a Ph. D in Spanish poetry. 
End captions frequently refer to 
matter too difficult to get into a 
movie.  Her Ph. D would surely have 
included the poem, Dark Night, by 
Spanish mystic known as St John of 
the Cross. 

This raises the further question: 
why should the Hawkings brain-wave, 
mathematical ecstasies be accorded 
more validity than St John’s spiritual 
ecstasies, understood possibly by 
more people than understand the 
Hawkings equations? 

St John’s point of departure 
was belief from which he ascended 
to mystic union with God; that of 
Hawkings is his own scepticism 
confirmed by his own calculations.  
Thus he begs the question (in the 
true sense of that misused phrase).  
He presumes what he has yet to 
prove, a concept defined by the 
mediaeval scholastics inspired by the 
faith that built the great university 
which recognised and sustained the 
genius of Stephen Hawkings, crippled 
though he was. 

PGHHHHSFFV.

The Last Five Years

Cathy Hiatt is an aspiring actress 
played by Anna Kendrick. Opposite 
her in director Richard LaGravanese’s 
see-saw romance is Jeremy Jordan.  
He plays a writer, Jamie Wellerstein.  

The twist in LaGravanese’s 
storyline, related in dialogue set 
to music, is that while Cathy keeps 
failing, Jamie becomes a best-selling 
author in the mode of Jay (Bright 

Lights, Big City) McInerney.  Can 
their loving union survive the tension 
between his success and her failure? 

It must be said that the casting 
of Anna Kendrick demands an 
inordinate suspension of disbelief: 
how can a performer of her charm, 
enchantment, grace (tick noun of 
choice) keep failing auditions?

TBAHHHHNFFV.

Into the Woods

Once again Anna Kendrick is a 
keynote player, this time as Cinderella 
in director Rob Marshall’s movie 
version of the Stephen Sondheim 
musical which ingeniously mixes 
European folktales: Little Red Riding 
Hood and the Wolf, Rapunzel, and 
Jack and the Beanstalk, the latter 
as written a sly parable on modern 
notions of ownership.

Not that Kendrick steals the show.  
How could she with Meryl Streep 
playing The Witch with enough force 
to encompass the three witches of 
Macbeth?  Johnny Depp’s turn as the 
Wolf is a cocktail of cartoon humour 
and genuine menace.

James Corden and Emily Blunt 
sing the parts of the Village Baker and 
his wife whose wish for a child drives 
the plot complication.

As with other movies based on 
Sondheim’s work such as Sweeney 
Todd  and A Little Night Music, there’s 
a sense that his work is so intensively 
live-stage that something is lost in the 
filming. 

PGHHHNFFV.

X+Y

Equals Asa Butterfield as Nathan 
Ellis a genius.  After his father 
is killed in a car crash Nathan is 
drawn into the UK team for the 
International Mathematics Olympiad 
which includes training in China.  

Add the prime Sally Hawkins 
as Nathan’s mother Julie, multiply 
by Rafe Spall as his teacher, Mr 
Humphries, team leader Richard 
(Eddie Marsan) and Jo Yang as 
Zhang Mei.  Some may see this as 
calculation of box office numbers. 
Nathan prefers her to Rebecca (Alexa 
Davies) who wears granny glasses and 
plays an electronic keyboard.

The mathematics mean that 
much of what appears on screen is 

By James Murray

Natural 
Causes 

Too FAr dispersed for 
effective bombardment, too 

unimportant strategically for the 
use of expensive atomic devices, 
it [los Angeles] will be destroyed 
by drought. its water comes 
250 miles from the Colorado 
river. A handful of parachutists 
or partisans anywhere along 
that vital aqueduct can make 
the coastal strip uninhabitable. 
Bones will whiten along the 
Santa Fe trail as the great 
recession struggles eastwards. 
— evelyn waugh, ‘half in love with easeful 

death,’ The Tablet, 18 october 1947
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incomprehensible.  It was with relief 
that your reviewer heard the words 
‘hypotenuse’ and realised this referred 
to the Pythagoras Theorem about the 
square on the hypotenuse of a right-
angled triangle being equal to the sum 
of the squares on the other two sides.

 Director Morgan Matthews sets 
his finale amid the glorious mediaeval 
architecture of Trinity College, 
Cambridge University even the 
innumerate will appreciate. 

PGHHHNFFV.

A Little Chaos

Alan Rickman co-wrote, co-starred 
and directed this take on the creation 
of the 17th-18th century Versailles 
gardens, still a glory of France.  He 
plays Louis XIV – the Sun King 
– with the bonny Kate Winslet as 
the widowed Sabine de Barra, a 
landscape gardener, commissioned 
by the celebrated architect Le Notre 
(Matthias Schoenaerts). 

As Winslet does demure and 
Schoenaerts does commanding 
genius, Helen McCrory comes on as 
his scheming wife and bids fair to 
steal the movie, that is, until Stanley 
Tucci enters as the king’s brother to 
demonstrate what a light-fingered 
klepto-actor he is.    

Charming but not utterly; apart 
from the silly title, English foppery 
prevails rather than French panache, 
all is solemnity as if Rickman is trying 
to escape the comedy of the Carry On, 
movies.  

More importantly, there’s an 
omission of an element absolutely 
integral to life in the period: 
Catholicism.  The Queen dies.  No 
requiem.  No period of mourning.  
Not even a funeral wreath.  As for 
Louis XIV’s wars, his support of the 
Catholic Stuarts, his disputes with 
Jansenists, Huguenots and the Papacy, 
not a murmur. 

MHHHNFFV.

Selma

The passage of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1965 did not begin with a march in 
Selma Alabama.  That march was only 
part of a long campaign led by Dr 
Martin Luther King Jr which included 
priests and nuns.  But when the Selma 
non-violent protest there was met 
ruthlessly, there was no turning back.   

Director Ava DuVernay chose 
superlatively in casting David 
Oyelowo as King, Tom Wilkinson as 
President Lyndon Baines Johnson 
and Tim Roth as Alabama governor, 
George Wallace.

Playing one of King’s supporters, 
Oprah Winfrey demonstrates an 
eloquent reticence.  She was a 
principal producer.  As such she 
could have got more camera time.  
Her cameo shots add irony; there she 
is, America’s richest TV chat-show 
anchor, being beaten mercilessly. 
This more than words illustrates the 
savage nature of opposition to the 
rights of African Americans, then 
called coloureds (as in the National 
Association for the Advancement of 
Coloured People).         

Don’t expect to hear King’s 
sonorous ‘I have a dream’ speech. 
King’s family have put such a strict 
copyright on his words that DuVernay 
had to resort to paraphrasing and 
inventive substitution.

MHHHNFFV.

‘71

For his debut as a director Yann 
Demange has chosen a much-
harrowed Irish field, generically 
known as ‘The Troubles’. Working 
from a script by Gregory Burke, 
Demange has produced a lean, mean, 
compelling thriller.

Its strength is Jack O’Connor’s 
playing of an infantryman, Gary 
Hook, separated from his British 
Army unit and trying to return to it 
through the hazardous streets of 
Belfast.     

Its weakness is that Demange does 
not sufficiently differentiate between 
the republican and loyalist factions, 
preferring the broad brush ‘Catholic’ 
and ‘Protestant’.  British special units 
feature as does the Royal Ulster 
Constabulary.  But no mention of 
the MI5-MI6 rivalries that further 
confused policies and tactics.  

Why ’71 as a title?  Again this is 
unclear.  According to the invaluable 
chronology in Mark Urban’s Big Boys’ 
Rules, 1971 was the year the British 
Government’s ‘internment’ policy was 
introduced in Northern Ireland. 

The significance of this is not 
apparent in the movie.  Other 
significant years in Urban’s 
chronology are 1969 when British 
Army units were deployed in 
Northern Ireland after the RUC 
failed to deal appropriately with what 
had been a student-led civil rights 
movement, a failure criticised in the 
1970 Hunt report; 1972?  That was 
the year of ‘Bloody Sunday’ when 13 
civil-rights demonstrators were shot 
dead by soldiers of the Parachute 
Regiment.  

MHHHNFFV.

What We Did on our Holiday

Billy Connolly, far from his 
image of tearaway folksinger turned 
comedian, is Gordie, ex-football 
star and laird of all he surveys in 
the Highlands of Scotland.  To the 
mansion of his rich son Gavin (Ben 
Miller) and his doleful wife Margaret 
(Amelia Bullmore) comes his other 
son Doug (David Tennant) and his 
wife Abi (Rosamund Pike) who have 
three children and marital problems.

The plan is to celebrate Gordie’s 
75th birthday.  But as Scotland’s bard 
Rabbie Burns remarked, ‘The best 
laid plans of mice and men gag aft 
agley.’

In this case, agley is hilariously 
yet funereally Viking, thanks to Andy 
Hamilton and Guy Jenkin extending 
their BBC TV hit, Outnumbered.

PGHHHHSFFV.

Official 
Classifications key

G: for general exhibit ion; 
P G : p a r e n t a l  g u i d a n c e 
r e c o m m e n d e d  f o r 
persons under 15 years ; 
M 15+: recommended for 
mature audiences 15 years and 
over; MA 15+: restrictions apply 
to persons under the age of 15; 
R 18+: Restricted to adults,  
18 years and over.

Annals supplementary 
advice

SFFV: Suitable For Family Viewing; 
NFFV: Not For Family Viewing.
TBA:  classification to be 

announced



AnnAls AustrAlAsiA  41  jAnuAry/februAry 2015

Cinematographer Emmanuel 
Lubezki ensures that the movie rises 
on thermals of magic realism as it 
follows Thomson from rehearsals 
to opening night. Brilliantly Inarritu 
brings off a difficult paradox: 
through a movie he shows the 
superior power of stage acting.  

Raymond Carter’s What Do We 
Speak of When We Speak of Love? 
provides the material for the play 
within the screenplay.   The answer 
appears to be – bracingly – family.

MA15+HHHHNFFV.

Wild

Reese Witherspoon has the 
charm to make a gossipy walk to the 
mall entertaining.  Why then is her 
producer-star movie, based on Cheryl 
Strayed’s best-seller about her self-
healing trek along the Pacific Crest 
Trail, so impressive yet so dislikeable?

Given the terrain, snowdrifts and 
landslides are acceptable but did 
director Jean Marc Vallee, working 
from Nick Hornby’s script, really 
need to include so much porno rock 
and basic Anglo-Saxon? 

And as Cheryl, burdened with a 
backpack bigger than Santa’s, treks 
on there seems to be a flashback to 
Cheryl’s happy-tragic family life every 
50 miles or so, most involving Laura 
Dern as her Mom, Bobbi. 

High point on this low road is the 
sudden appearance of a runaway, 
pack-ladened lama, its owners a little 
boy and his grandma.  He sings a 
love ditty to Cheryl.  Heart-stopper. 

With Into the Wild and Tracks, Wild 
indicates a resurgence of the road 

is Lesley, the play’s co-star and Emma 
Stone is Thomson’s morose daughter.  
As a theatre critic Tabitha (now 
there’s a catty name) Lindsay Duncan 
endures the script’s pothole: New 
York critics may have been known as 
the Butchers of Broadway, none ever 
threatened butchery before opening 
night, they were too busy sharpening 
their epigrams.

Still Alice

Julianne Moore’s fey quality 
captures the mood of the title 
character who discerns the early onset 
of Alzheimer’s disease.  Co-writers/
directors Richard Glatzer and Wash 
Westmoreland, working from Lisa 
Genova’s best-seller, add irony to 
Alice’s fate: she is a professor of 
linguistics, noted for her cool ability 
to communicate.

The power of Moore’s singular 
performance is refracted, all shining, 
in those of Alec Baldwin, as her 
husband, John, and Hunter Parrish 
her son, Tom.

Kate Bosworth and Kristen Stewart 
play her loyal and careerist daughters, 
Anna and Lydia.    

Through them Glatzer and 
Westmoreland put a twist into the 
question, who cares for Alice as she 
heads towards the unknown?  

MHHHNFFV.

Birdman 

Director/co-writer Alejandro 
Inarritu’s tragi-comedy is a sustained 
triumph for Michael Keaton; he plays 
Riggan Thomson, a comic-book 
ornithological movie star, aiming to 
re-invent himself as a serious actor in 
a stage play he has written. 

The parallels with Keaton’s career 
as an ex-Batman whet the edge of 
his performance.  It is, however, by 
no means a one-man show.  Edward 
Norton (who had a lucrative stint as 
The Hulk) plays up and coming Mike 
Shiner; when he is in frame, the 
movie belongs to him.  Naomi Watts 

The 
Shoemaker 
and his Last

eVery ACTiViTy has its 
own technique; the mistake 

is to sup pose that the technique 
of one activity is suitable for all 
pur poses. in scientific reasoning 
for example, the poet’s technique 
of metaphor and analogy is 
inappropriate and even danger ous 
- its use leads to conclusions that 
are false to science, that build 
it new unities out of quantitative 
likenesses, and things that are 
numerically comparable. The 
error of the Middle Ages, on the 
whole, was to use analogical, 
metaphorical, poetical techniques 
for the investigation of scientific 
questions. But increasingly, since 
the seventeenth century, we have 
tended to the opposite error - that 
of using the quantitative methods 
of science for the investigation of 
poetic truth.
— dorothy Sayers, Letters to a Diminished 

Church, Thomas nelson ed. 2004, pp.36, 37.
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The Hobbit has been split in two 
and extended with the Jackson 
trademark: computer generated 
images. 

Martin Freeman as Bilbo Baggins 
rightly leads the farewell, his main 
exploit awakening the Dragon 
Smaug, guardian of a cache of 
gold.  Ian McKellen’s Gandalf 
while providing for his old age 
may to his dismay dim all the great 
Shakespearean performances of his 
career.

 Among other stalwart players 
who pass in review, either by way 
of new footage or archival out-takes 
are Richard Armitage, Luke Evans, 
Orlando Bloom and Cate Blanchett.

Jackson’s challenge, and that 
of his producers, will be to resist 
the temptation of going for 
more box-office gold by way of 
non-Tolkien sequels.   

MHHHSFVV.

A Most Violent Year

Writer/director JC Chandor brings 
together Oscar Isaac and Jessica 
Chastain as a couple running a 
trucking business on the Jersey shore 
across from the glittering towers of 
Manhattan. 

Isaac brings to his role all the 
intensity he brought to Inside 
Llewyn Davis. Chastain, a player who 
never repeats herself, transforms a 
seemingly cheap bottle blonde into 
a resolute wife ready to face down 
mafia villains.    

MA15+HHHNFFV.

Serena

The casting of Jennifer Lawrence 
and Bradley Cooper as Serena 
and George Pemberton, forestry 
entrepreneurs, seems to have been 
designed to re-create the box-office 
appeal of their star turns in American 
Hustle. But their dynamism does not 
repeat itself, though Rhys Evans puts 
himself in the villainous line of Jack 
Elam and Lee Van Cleef.  

Director Susanne Bier working 
from Ron Rash’s best-seller, does 
not contrive to lift the drama beyond 
what it is: a pseudo antique after the 
style of classic Hollywood studio 
movies.  

MHHHNFFV.

to his wife (Donna Mitchell) confined 
to a nursing home with dementia.   

Writer-director Theodore Melfi’s 
script was inspired by the custom in 
American Catholic schools of pupils 
choosing a saint as an exemplar.  The 
story of how Melfi made contact 
with the elusive Murray is in some 
ways more intriguing than what’s on 
screen.

Call it tearful and cheerful.  
Caveat: there’s an overemphasis on 
the sleazy as if to provide contrast 
with the undoubted virtue that 
inspired the movie which may also 
inspire a re-screening of the great 
French classic Monsieur Vincent, 
starring Pierre Fresnay. 

MHHHNFFV.

Paddington Bear

The bear with an infinite capacity 
for marmalade has been a long 
time getting here in movie form, 
considering that Michael Bond first 
wrote of Paddington’s arrival in 
London from Peru back in the late 
Fifties when the Rolling Stones were 
making music with their pram rattles.

The wait has been worth it. 
Director Paul King, co-writer with 
Hamish McColl, has been able to cast 
an animatronic bear.

So lively is Paddington (voiced by 
Ben Whishaw) that even his foster 
parents, Mr and Mrs Brown (Hugh 
Bonneville and the irrepressible Sally 
Hawkins) look slightly inert. 

Their children Judy (Madeleine 
Harris) and Jonathan (Samuel Joslin) 
have trouble keeping up as a ruthless 
taxidermist Millicent  (Nicole Kidman 
in evil icicle mode) hunts Paddington 
aided and abetted by Reginald Curry 
(Peter Dr Who Capaldi).

There are other delights.  To 
describe them would like spreading 
marmalade on untoasted bread. 

Only adults accompanied by 
children should be admitted. Super  
birthday party DVD.

GHHHHSFFV.

The Hobbit: The Battle of 
the Five Armies.

Farewell to director Peter 
Jackson and his team’s version of a 
masterpiece that does full justice to 
the original: JL Tolkien’s Lord of the 
Rings and The Hobbit.  Admittedly, 

movie.  Hilaire Belloc’s Path to Rome 
would make a fine BBC movie.  And 
there’s always the daddy of them all: 
RL Stevenson’s, Travels with a Donkey 
in the Cevennes.

MA15+HHHNFFV.

Unbroken

Director Angelina Jolie elicits from 
Jack O’Connell a performance that 
matches the epic quality of the hero 
he plays: Louis Zamperini, Olympic 
athlete, Flying Fortress bombardier, 
shot down and adrift at sea with 
fellow aircrew for more than 40 days 
and prisoner of the Japanese. 

Thus the movie falls into four 
main parts that Jolie and her team 
edit together with brilliant variation 
of pace and tension, tightened by 
the advent of a commandant and 
sadist, known as The Bird (Takamasa 
Ishihara).     

A major side attraction of the epic 
is why it took so long to produce 
after Laura Hillenbrand published 
Zamperini’s biography.  Indeed only 
Jolie’s advent as director got it on 
screen and she ensures that its truth 
gets the treatment it deserves.

She gives full value to Zamperini’s 
Italian-American Catholic 
background and his promise to 
God that if spared he would serve 
him through reconciliation with his 
former foes.

Archival photographs and footage 
provide an ending that shows how 
far his pilgrimage took him physically 
and spiritually.  

MHHHHNFFV.

St Vincent

In the title role Bill Murray joins 
a long line of bibulous, movie 
curmudgeons that goes back to WC 
Fields (1879-1956).  Compared to 
Fields, who infamously spiked the 
milk of his co-star Baby Le Roy, it 
must be said, Murray is benign and 
gives the young actor Oliver (Jaeden 
Lieberher) all the shots he needs. 

On hand to see that Murray does 
not dominate is Melissa McCarthy 
as Oliver’s mother, Maggie, Chris 
O’Dowd as his teacher, Brother 
Geraghty, and Naomi Watts as Daka a 
Russian pole-dancer.     

 Vincent’s relations with her don’t 
quite dovetail with his dutiful visits 
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Book revieW

Well intentioned and numerous missionaries were only able to  
Christianise because of Africans’ desire for Christianity

ONE WOMAN’S TREK TO TRUTh
By Ian MacDonald

UEST, pilgrimage 
and a travel book 
to rival Graham 
Greene’s, Journey 
Without Maps or 
Evelyn Waugh’s, 
When the Going Was 

Good, Sally Ninham’s, Ten African 
Cardinals is all these and more.  

  Not surprisingly, given her self-
description, ‘not a Catholic…born 
and raised in a godless world, 1960s 
hangover that arrived aching and 
miserable in Australia’, Ninham’s 
work has gonzo touches: she is part 
of the story, its major and minor 
hazards, endured on occasions with 
one of her five children, Billy, who 
played photographer.   

Yet she maintains a tough-
minded objectivity befitting a 
writer whose PhD researches 
attracted the covetousness of other 
academics whom she beat into 
print with her first book, A Cohort 
of Pioneers (about the impact of an 
American postgraduate experience 
on Australian intellectual, social and 
research cultures). 

Each of her interviews she 
prefaces with a potted history of her 
subject’s country without fudging 
the extent to which Christian 
missionaries, including Catholics, 
aligned themselves with European 
colonial powers to the detriment of 
indigenous people. 

She also makes it clear that some 
of these same powers favoured 
Islam as being a simpler solution to 
stable government, not least because 
Islam was more compatible with 
tribal polygamy and tribal attitudes 
to women generally including 
clitoridectomy.  

African Christianity, she 
emphasises, had its origins in 
4th century Ethiopia as a result 
of seminal missionary work by 
Syrian monks. Of Africa’s latter 
day transition to Christianity she 
writes: ‘The evident continuity 
between the religions of Africa and 
Christianity … and the hold that 
Ethiopia in particular already had 
on Christianity (along with Sierra 
Leone and Cape Colony too) 
made that transition much easier.  
Well intentioned and numerous 
missionaries were only able to 

Christianise because of Africans’ 
desire for Christianity.’

As a powerful catalyst of change, 
she cites Pope Gregory XVI’s 
anti-slavery encyclical of 1839, 
In Supremo Apostolatus which 
effectively undercut the commercial 
nexus involving Muslim Arab and 
other slave traders, tribal chiefs and 
European customers.  She links the 
beneficial effect of the encyclical 
to the documents of Vatican II – 
a linkage which epitomises the 
centennial time-spans in which the 
Catholic Church works.

‘Between the 1880s and the 
Second Vatican Council in the 
early 1960s, the missionary impulse 
gained an evolutionary momentum 
that distinguished it from the 
colonial siege.  Some European 
missionaries and missions had a 
reputation for sheltering escaped 
slaves and communities devastated 
by the trade … Generally, they 
fell out with colonists over issues 
like slavery and the political 
representation of African interests 
(or lack thereof).  Having fought 
slavery from within Africa well 
before colonists arrived, many were 
prepared to breach local laws to 
offer sanctuary to slaves escaping 
Arab masters, while French, 
British and German authorities 
continued to promote it for political 
expediency (even though it had 
been officially abolished in the 
United Kingdom in 1883).’   

Women as well as men were 
offered sanctuary by missionaries.  
‘Onslaughts on polygamy, 
the payment of bride wealth, 
clitoridectomy, the killing of twins, 
or the pursuit of alleged witches, 

Ten African Cardinals, By Sally 
ninham Connor Court Publishing, 

(rrp pp $29.95).
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for example, could possibly 
define missionary Catholics as 
liberationists for Western and 
modern feminists.’  

Ninham encapsulates missionary 
attitudes in an anecdote about 
Ouandete from the region that is 
now the Ivory Coast.  After the 
forces of the Dioula conqueror, 
Samory Toure, attacked his village,  
Ouandete escaped slavery and, 
along with eleven other refugees, 
was given shelter by the Society for 
African Missions.

Elsewhere the Sisters of Dabou 
gave shelter to a girl who had 
escaped from captivity after learning 
that her master aimed to sacrifice 
her during an upcoming feast.  As 
Marie Valerie Ama she married 
Ouandete in 1902: a film script in 
miniature.

Fascinating as this is it is 
merely background for Ninham’s 
interviews with the cardinals of 
her title.  These interviews are 
packed with quotations redolent of 
what else but the cardinal virtues: 
prudence, justice, fortitude and 
temperance?

To quote them at length would 
be to diminish the must-read appeal 
of the opinions Ninham gleaned in 
the war-ravaged but always hopeful 
spiritual harvest fields of Africa.       

Sample quotes:
William Fox Cardinal Napier 

OFM, Republic of South Africa, 
who studied for the priesthood 
in Ireland and Belgium: ‘If I had 
remained in South Africa I probably 
would have continued to hate and 
feel antagonistic towards whites, 
whilst maintaining a sense of 
superiority over blacks.  Exposure to 
a completely different setting where 
people accepted you as a human 
being without any racial categories 
or grading philosophies… you 
know…I think that was one of the 
great lights of my life.’  

Francis Cardinal Arinze, Nigeria; 
‘Christianity for our Nigerian 
women is a liberating force.  Firstly, 
because Christianity regards the 
marriage partners as equal.  Equal 
rights are a revolutionary idea for 
African traditional religions…’

Christian Wiygham Cardinal 
Tumi, Cameroon: ‘The Protestant 
missionaries came earlier to 
Cameroon, more than 40 years 
before the Catholic missionaries 
came in.  The only difference 
between them was that the 
Protestants went in for the elite.  
We went in for the population and 
that is why today the number of 
Catholics is far bigger in Cameroon 
than the number of Protestants.  
Yes, I think the Catholics are 
currently at approximately 35 per 
cent, the Protestants about 25 per 
cent and the Muslims about 15 per 
cent of the population.’  

Emmanuel Cardinal Wamala, 
Uganda: ‘Personally, can we 
describe Jesus?  God is God, Jesus 
is God.  Jesus is a man.  He is not 
easy to describe.  What we know 
is that he loved us and died for 
us and is still with us.  He’s our 
companion.  He’s our friend.  He’s 
our teacher, and he’s everything 
to us. I find it difficult to give and 
adequate description …  Yes, he’s 
everything for us believers.  He’s 
still our Lord but it’s amazing that 
the same Lord can also be a brother 
and a companion.’ 

Ninham pays a grateful tribute to 
Gerard O’Connell for his generosity 
in allowing her to make use of his 
published work.  In an appendix, 
she includes O’Connell’s interview 
with Polycarp Cardinal Pengo of 
Tanzania: ‘I think one of the major 
problems, if I look at it from the 
background of my country and 

African countries in particular 
would be the question of Islamic 
fundamentalism. 

‘Islamic fundamentalism is really 
a big problem for the Church in 
the future.  After we were liberated 
from Communism, I think this 
is the major problem facing the 
Church at this particular moment. 
And from the way the Church in 
Europe and North America, say in 
the West, is looking at this problem 
I don’t think they realise the danger 
as much as we do, we who live in 
societies and communities that are 
very much involved with Islamic 
fundamentalism,’ 

The book’s final eloquent words 
are Ninham’s: ‘Discovering the 
limitations in my thinking has been 
a grand adventure and a privilege.  
I have travelled into my own heart 
of darkness and back out into the 
light of Africa, trying to prove my 
worth as a writer and as a woman, 
but learning that the only thing 
that really matters is love.  I still do 
not regard myself as well-versed in 
Christian doctrine but knowing that 
love is central perhaps means that 
I am off to a good start.  I think it 
was Aristotle who suggested that 
if you really want to understand 
something you should begin 
by coming to terms with it best 
qualities.  On that note, I suggest 
that if you want to get to know 
Christianity, you should probably 
begin in Africa.’ 

The undergrowth of Ninham’s 
footnotes is luxuriant and might 
have benefitted from pruning.  
That would have meant losing her 
references to the pantheon of great 
writers on Africa (yet despite the 
adventurous tone no reference to 
John Buchan’s, Prester John or Rider 
Haggard’s, King Solomon’s Mines).  
Nonetheless she herself must be 
accounted eligible for that pantheon. 

Hope springs eternal.  In her 
splendid work, Sally Ninham makes 
it abundantly clear that in Africa 
it has sprung native, Christian, 
courageous and exemplary.

iAn MAcDonAlD is the pen-name of a well-known 
Sydney journalist.
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