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GRANT 
that we 

may possess 
eternally in 
love what we 
now worship 
in Faith

– From the prayer for 
Lauds for Wednesday in the 
second week of Eastertide 
in the Roman Breviary.

Front Cover: Angel saluting the Lord God with a 
fanfare, and calling the faithful to prayer in Westminster 
Cathedral, London. It is probably also rejoicing at the 
restoration of the Catholic hierarchy to England by Pope 
Pius IX in 1850. Cardinal Wiseman, appointed at the 
same time by the Pope as Archbishop of Westminster, 
was the first Catholic bishop in England since the 
time of Mary Tudor who died in 1558. Her successor 
Elizabeth tolerated no Catholic priests or prelates in her 
realm. The Cathedral, built between 1895 and 1903, is 
the largest Catholic church in England and Wales, and 
is the seat of the Archbishop of Westminster.

Back Cover:  Annals Australasia turns 127 this year.  Help 
support Australia’s oldest and most popular Catholic 
journal by encouraging your friends and relatives to 
subscribe.  Or send them a gift subscription for Christmas 
or the New Year. See page 4 of this issue for a subscription 
form, and page 16 for a gift subscription form.



GOD’S WILL BE DONE, 
SOMETIME SOON, MAYBE

How unreasonable it is to pray that God’s 
will be done, and then not promptly obey 
it when he calls us from this world! Instead 

we struggle and resist like self-willed slaves and 
are brought into the Lord’s presence with sorrow 
and lamentation, not freely consenting to our 
departure, but constrained by necessity. And yet 
we expect to be rewarded with heavenly honours 
by him to whom we come against our will! Why 
then do we pray for the kingdom of heaven to 
come if this earthly bondage pleases us? What is 
the point of praying so often for its early arrival 
if we would rather serve the devil here than reign 
with Christ. The world hates Christians, so why 
give your love to it instead of following Christ, 
who loves you and has redeemed you?

– St Cyprian of Carthage [martyred 258 AD], Sermon on Mortality 18,2. 
From the Roman Breviary, Matins for Friday in Week 34 of the Year.
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Missing  
the Many-splendour’d  

Thing

O WORLD invisible, we view thee, 
O world intangible, we touch thee, 

O world unknowable, we know thee, 
Inapprehensible, we clutch thee!

Does the fish soar to find the ocean, 
The eagle plunge to find the air  – 
That we ask of the stars in motion 
If they have rumour of thee there?

Not where the wheeling systems darken, 
And our benumb’d conceiving soars! 
The drift of pinions, would we hearken, 
Beats at our own clay-shuttered doors.

The angels keep their ancient places;   
Turn but a stone, and start a wing! 
‘Tis ye, ‘tis your estranged faces,
That miss the many-splendour’d thing.

But (when so sad thou canst not sadder) 
Cry – and upon thy so sore loss
Shall shine the traffic of Jacob’s ladder 
Pitched between Heaven and Charing Cross.

Yea, in the night, my Soul, my daughter, 
Cry – clinging heaven by the hems;
And lo, Christ walking on the water, 
Not of Gennesareth, but Thames!

— Francis Thompson [1859 – 1907]. When he wrote this poem in the 1880s, he 
was a homeless opium addict.  He slept every night on the streets of London—
on the bank of the River Thames, or at Charing Cross junction. And yet despite 
all his suffering, he was still able to see and rejoice in the beauty of God. 
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As we drove back to Aberdeen through the twilight and as village 
after village went by I thought how sad it was that in many of 

these little hamlets there is not a single Catholic Church.

TRACES OF THE ‘OLD FAITH’ IN SCOTLAND
By Tracey Rowland

N A  R E C E NT 
trip to Scotland 
Bishop Gilbert of 
Aberdeen asked 
me whether I was 
familiar with the 
Orcadian writer 

George Mackay Brown. I had to 
confess that I had never heard of 
him. A few days later I 
was rummaging through 
second hand book stores 
searching for everything 
and anything by Mackay 
Brown.

Bishop Gilbert had got 
me hooked by suggesting 
I read Mackay Brown’s 
essay “The Treading of 
Grapes” which takes the 
form of three homilies 
on the Wedding Feast of 
Cana. One is delivered 
in 1788 by a classically 
Calvinist Presbyterian 
Minister, down on 
every kind of human 
enjoyment from wine to 
party dresses. He uses the 
story of Cana to berate 
his flock about spending 
too much money on their 
wives’ wardrobes, and 
drinking too much at 
weddings. He compared 
their enjoyment of ale to 
piglets sucking on the 
teats of a sow. 

The second homily is 
delivered in the twentieth 
century by a modern 
liberal Protestant Minister 
who uses the homily to 
explain that Jesus didn’t 

really turn water into wine. There 
was no miracle. Jesus was simply 
a good organiser who saw to it 
behind the scenes that supplies 
were sufficient. 

Finally, one is treated to a homily 
by a Catholic priest delivered in 
1548. Rather than berating people 
as piglets, or denying the reality 

of miracles, the priest tells his 
congregation that at the wedding 
feast of the Lamb they will all be 
Princes. Therefore, he says, I will call 
you Olaf the Fisherman and Jock 
the Crofter no longer but I will call 
you by the name the Creator will 
call you on the last day - Princes! 
Prince Olaf! Prince Jock! etc.

If anyone wants to 
explain the difference 
between Calvinism and 
Catholicism to a class 
of students of any age, I 
would suggest handing 
them a copy of ‘The 
Treading of Grapes’. The 
contrast between the 
piglets and the princes is 
dramatic.

For those who like me 
get addicted to Mackay 
Brown I would strongly 
recommend the recently 
published book by Alison 
Gray: “George Mackay 
Brown: No Separation” 
(Gracewing: London, 
2016).

Gray observes 
that one of the many 
literary gifts of Mackay 
Brown is that he can 
open up the world 
of pre-Reformation 
Orcadian Catholicism. 
He gives his readers 
a window into a 
culture which has been 
suppressed and scorned 
since the Reformation. 
Brown “glides seamlessly 
from the natural to the 
supernatural worlds. 

CatholiC history

Our Lady of Pluscarden, in Pluscarden Abbey, Scotland
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There is no separation between 
the profane and the sacred”. Brown 
reads the world sacramentally.

Speaking of the separation Gray 
writes:

The splitting of faith and 
reason had come from the 
Reformation, where the fides 
quae, the religious facts about 
God, were separated from the 
fides qua, the way these facts are 
lived; the cognitive separated 
from the non-cognitive, the 
propositional is separated from 
the non-propositional, and this 
ultimately leads to the separation 
of faith and reason that are 
inseparable in Catholicism. (p. 
44).
Mackay Brown was a convert 

who had rejected Scottish 
Presbyterianism and all its dualisms 
and dour drabness. His gift was that 
he was able to write in such a way 
that the reader is drawn back into 
a pre-Reformation world of pristine 
Orcadian Catholic culture. Again, to 
quote Gray:

The contemplative attitude 
finds a ‘quarry of images’ in 
a pre-Reformation sensorium 
within which Mackay Brown 
embraces not only a wild beauty 
but also vanished communities; 
‘the old wals of Churches and 
Monasteries, the defaced ruines of 
altars, images, and crosses do cry 
with a loud voice, that the Romain 
Catholique faith of Jesus Christ 
did tread this way’. (p. 5).
The feeling that ‘the Romain 

Catholique faith of Jesus Christ did 
tread this way’ is an emotion with 
which I am quite familiar. I have 
experienced it before in places that 
were once deeply Catholic, such as 
Paris, but I have never experienced 
this sense so strongly as when in 
Scotland.

In the Scottish cities the 
centuries old cathedrals were 
once places of Catholic worship. 
Now they are under different 
management, mostly Calvinist 
in inspiration, and the faith 
that caused them to be built is 
marginalised as something ‘foreign’.

The University of Glasgow is a 
typical example. It was founded 
before the Reformation in 1451 

by Bishop William Turnbull.  Not 
only is its chapel now used for 
Protestant services, but the “space” 
also doubles as a venue for student 
dances. 

The student Handbook of the 
University contains a long list of 
chaplains representing different 
faiths, including “paganism”. There 
is something quite incongruent 
about the University’s motto – “The 
Way, the Truth and the Life” – and 
a pagan chaplain.

As if this were not surreal 
enough I decided to take a taxi 

through the fog and rain to see 
something which calls itself the 
“St Mungo Museum of Religious 
Art and Life”, located near the 
necropolis in Glasgow. The Museum 
had nothing at all on St Mungo. 
Apart from a few pieces of stained 
glass and pictures of angels there 
was little in the place that was 
Christian.  

When I reached displays of what 
looked like a human skeleton and a 
stuffed carpet snake I decided not 
to venture further. I later learned 
that the skeleton was a ‘dancing 
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A not so warm experience was 
my visit to Pluscarden Abbey near 
the village of Elgin in the Diocese 
of Aberdeen. Bishop Gilbert kindly 
took me on a day trip to his old 
home. He had been the Abbot of 
Pluscarden before becoming the 
Bishop of Aberdeen. The weather 
app on my iphone said it was 5 
degrees below zero.  Even if it 
had been 10 degrees below zero 
the Sunday High Mass was worth 
the discomfort.  Bishop Gilbert 
preached a homily in which he said 
that we all have a choice between 
two fires: the fire of hell’s lonely 
anguish and the fire of the Sacred 
Heart. The choice defines every 
human life. 

The monks chanted the Mass and 
the Office in Latin and during their 
breaks from prayer they asked after 
a number of my Australian friends. 
They were right up to date with 
what is happening in other parts of 
the British Commonwealth, even 
though they live tucked away on an 
estate not far from the North Sea. 

An un-anticipated surprise 
was my discovery of Baxter, the 
monastery cat, who is named after 
the soup factory in the nearby 
town.  He is famous.  Baxter 
memorabilia brings in more 
money at the gift shop than sales 
of any other item such as rosary 
beads, books, soap and medicinal 
products.  Baxter cards, calendars 
and coffee table booklets outsell 
everything.  He is at his best with 
the many families who visit during 
the Summer months. He meets and 
greets and plays with the children. 
Even though he has only half a tail 
he is not shy or self-conscious.

I was pleased to hear that the 
monastery had a pro-cat policy. I 
said that I thought Pope Benedict 
would strongly approve and I was 
told that Pope Benedict knew about 
Baxter.

As we drove back to Aberdeen 
through the twilight and as village 
after village went by I thought how 
sad it was that in many of these 
little hamlets there is not a single 
Catholic Church. I told Bishop 
Gilbert about St. John Vianney’s 

“Catholic cathedral Glasgow” the 
first hit I read was a self-righteous 
article from the Guardian claiming 
that the place is an eyesore, too 
Italian and a waste of money that 
should have been given to the poor. 

I expected to find lots of pink 
cherubs in blue clouds but instead 
the decoration is quite minimalist 
and uncluttered. The space is 
suffused with natural light and 
the pillars have been painted with 
ribbons of blue and white flowers, 
edged with gold leaf, evocative 
of Our Lady. There were no fat 
cherubs, no plump Madonnas, 
nothing that to me screamed 
“Italian”. There was however a 
painting of St. John Ogilvie which 
seemed appropriate given that he is 
a local martyr. 

I went to Mass at St Andrew’s on 
three occasions and each time heard 
seriously good homilies. The priest 
saying the Mass could also sing. He 
warmed the place up with his voice.

skeleton’ used in Mexican “Day of 
the Dead” ceremonies. 

I tracked back to the receptionist 
and asked if they had any exhibits 
on St. Mungo. The receptionist 
looked surprised by the question as 
if no one had asked this before. He 
politely explained that the name St. 
Mungo’s Museum was just a name 
– it signified nothing except the 
Museum’s location near St. Mungo’s 
Cathedral. 

Prior to the Reformation St 
Mungo’s Cathedral was a major 
pilgrimage centre but now it is a 
lonely place sandwiched between 
a Victorian-era infirmary and the 
necropolis, behind the mis-named 
St. Mungo’s Museum. Almost 
everything about this precinct was 
dark and creepy.

The Catholic Cathedral, called 
St Andrew’s, is a much younger 
building on the edge of the major 
shopping mall and the north bank 
of the River Clyde. When I googled 

Destroying the Old Religion

CRANMER was worried that too rapid a progress towards Protestantism 
in the new reign would be resisted by the people at large as the 

manipulation of the child-king by a Protestant clique within the Council. His 
and Somerset’s actions with respect to popular religious observance as the 
new reign opened reflected this worry, and at times seemed to point in two 
conflicting directions. The essential clue to their real intentions, however, 
was given by the archbishop in the homily he delivered to the nine-year-old 
Edward at the coronation ceremony on 20 February, when he told him 
that “Your majesty is God’s vice-regent and Christ’s vicar within your own 
dominions, and to see, with your predecessor Josiah, God truly worshipped, 
and idolatry destroyed, the tyranny of the bishops of Rome banished from 
your subjects, and images removed.” The detailed programme which 
Cranmer, as a “messenger from my Saviour Jesus Christ,” had in mind for 
Josiah redivivus can be gathered from the Homily of Good Works, published 
in July 1547:

‘And briefly to pass over the ungodly and counterfeit religions, let us 
rehearse some other kinds of papistical superstitions and abuses, as of 
beads, of lady psalters, and rosaries, of fifteen oes, of St Bernard’s verses, 
of St Agathe’s letters, of purgatory, of masses satisfactory, of stations and 
jubilees, of feigned relics, of hallowed beads, bells, bread, water, palms, 
candles, fire, and such other; of superstitious fastings, fraternities or brother-
hoods, of pardons, with such like merchandize, which were so esteemed 
and abused to the great prejudice of God’s glory and commandments ... 
Thus was the people through ignorance so blinded with the goodly show 
and appearance of those things, that they thought the keeping of them to 
be a more holiness, a more perfect service and honouring of God, and more 
pleasing to God, than the keeping of God’s commandments.’

— The Stripping of the Altars: Traditional religion in England 1400-
1580, Eamon Duffy, Yale University Press, 1992 p.448-449.
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remark to Archbishop Ullathorne - 
that he truly believed that one day 
the Church in the United Kingdom 
would be restored to her former 
glory. I got the impression that 
Bishop Gilbert thought that if this 
prophecy was true it was not about 
to be fulfilled any time soon.

Since I was in Scotland to deliver 
the Cardinal Winning Memorial 
Lecture I also had the privilege 
of being introduced to Cardinal 
Winning’s successor, Archbishop 
Tartaglia. As his surnames suggests, 
Tartaglia is from an Italian migrant 
family. To me he combined Italian 
human warmth and the gift 
for friendship with Scottish no 
nonsense practicality. In one of 
the best homilies I have heard on 
Catholic education, delivered at the 
University of Glasgow’s Turnbull 
Hall, he exhorted Catholic educators 
to understand that their mission 
must be Christocentric. 

When I told Archbishop Tartaglia 
how impressed I was with the 
quality of his student chaplains he 
spoke of his young priests with deep 
paternal affection but lamented 
that he did not have more of them. 
Again there was a sense that the 
harvest is there for the taking if 
only there were more priests on the 
ground. 

It can’t be all that difficult to 
compete with liberal Calvinism 
and common garden variety New 
Age paganism when one has the 
full treasury of a sacramental 
Catholicism – a faith for which there 
is ‘No Separation’, no iron curtain 
standing between the sacred and 
the profane, no unbridgeable gulf 
between heaven and the Highlands 
and the valley of the River Clyde. 

Perhaps the works of Mackay 
Brown can provide, as Alison Gray 
suggests, the forecourt of a Catholic 
theological revival in the land of 
Mungo, Magnus and Margaret.

Professor Tracey rowland is Dean of the John 
Paul II Institute in Melbourne and an Adjunct 
Professor of the University of Notre Dame.  In 2014 
she was appointed a member of the International 
Theological Commission.  She and her husband 
Stuart Rowland, a Melbourne barrister, were 
married by Annals editor, Fr Paul Stenhouse, in 
1992.
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We need your support and we need new subscribers. 

Annals has the answer! Try it.
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FROM 10-01-16 to 14-01-16

Our sincerest thanks to the many subscribers to  
Annals Australia, who very generously send a small donation 
along with their annual renewal – this assists in defraying the 

heavy costs incurred in producing our magazine.

– Editor, Annals
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Commemorating the one-hundred-and-forty-seven Pontifical Swiss guards who, on 
May 6 in 1527, lost their lives defending Pope Clement VII during the Sack of Rome.

NEW SWISS GUARDS SWEAR OATH 
TO DEFEND POPE FRANCIS

By Diane Montagna

AT I C A N  C I T Y 
— Twenty - th ree 
new recrui ts  of 
t h e  Po n t i f i c a l 
Swiss Guard on 
Friday made their 
s o l e m n  o a t h 

of loyalty to protect the pope, 
in an annual May 6 ceremony 
commemorating the one-hundred-
and-forty-seven guards who, 
on May 6 in 1527, lost their lives 
defending Pope Clement VI I 
during the Sack of Rome.

The guards began the day by 
attending Holy Mass in St. Peter’s 
Basilica, celebrated by 
Vatican Secretary of 
State, Cardinal Pietro 
Parolin. In his homily, 
the cardinal reminded 
new recruits that ‘such 
an heroic death…would 
not have been possible 
without faith in the Lord 
of Life.’

‘Sustained by this 
faith in the Risen Jesus, 
and strengthened by the 
experience of joy that the 
Lord gives life in fullness, 
I invite you, dear Guards, 
to have the courage to be witnesses 
in the world today, despite the 
difficulties,’ the cardinal said.

‘Be witnesses of Christ — even in 
your own homeland, Switzerland 
— and in a world that desires light 
and life but often does not have the 
courage to accept it, in the midst 
of your young peers, who hunger 
for meaning and fulfilment, so that 
you may tell them that it is worth 

proposing great and beautiful 
things, although this involves 
commitment, dedication and will 
require some toil,’ he said.

Later on Friday, the new 
recruits solemnly swore their oath 
of loyalty at a ceremony in the 
historic Courtyard of St. Damasus, 
in Vatican City, in the presence 
of religious figures, political and 
military representatives of the Swiss 
Confederation, and relatives and 
friends of the guards.

During the ceremony, the 
chaplain of the Pontifical Swiss 
Guard solemnly reads the oath:

‘I swear I will faithfully, 
loyally and honourably serve 
the Supreme Pontiff Francis and 
his legitimate successors, and 
also dedicate myself to them 
with all my strength, sacrificing 
if necessary also my life to 
defend them. I assume this same 
commitment with regard to the 
Sacred College of Cardinals 
whenever the See is vacant.

Furthermore, I promise to the 
Commanding Captain and my 
other superiors, respect, fidelity 
and obedience. This I swear! May 
God and our Holy Patrons assist 
me!’
 One by one, the new recruits are 

then called by name. Each advances 
alone, and with his left hand grasps 
the Guard’s standard, holding high 
his right hand with three fingers 
open, as a symbol of the Most Holy 
Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit; 
he confirms the oath:

‘I, . . ., swear I will observe 
faithfully, loyally and honourably 

all that has now been read out 
to me! May God and his saints 
assist me!’

These patron saints of 
the Pontifical Swiss Guard 
include St. Martin (November 
11th), St. Sebastian (January 
20th), and St. Niklaus 
von Flüe, knowns as the 
‘Defensor Pacis et pater patriae’ 
[Defender of peace and father 
of the homeland’ (September 
25th).

Swiss Guard Commander, 
Colonel Christoph Graf, 
described the twenty-three 

new recruits as ‘men of God, and a 
sign of hope in a world filled with 
trouble.’ The ‘combatants rosary’ is 
their primary weapon, he said, as 
they work to defend the Pope and 
the faith.

diane MonTagna is Rome correspondent for 
Aleteia’s English edition. Copyright © 2016 Aleteia. 
Reprinted with permission from Aleteia  May 6, 
2016. 
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Stephen Crittenden’s hostility towards the (then) Catholic Archbishop of Sydney 
was evident to anyone who heard or read his speech. So it was surprising to 

learn some years later that a Pell critic such as Crittenden had been appointed 
to a senior position at the royal commission. … McClellan’s own hostility to Pell 

has been evident on occasions during the cardinal’s many hours of testimony.

COMMISSION FAILS TEST OF FAIRNESS
By Gerard Henderson

 HAVE HAD two encounters 
of the personal kind with 
the Royal Commission into 
Institutional Responses to 
Child Sexual Abuse, neither 
of which was satisfactory. 

The first occurred on 
May 6, 2014, when I was walking to 
my Sydney office on Phillip Street. 
It was early in the 
morning and I was 
surprised to see former 
ABC Radio National 
presenter, producer 
and journalist Stephen 
Crittenden on the 
corner of Phillip and 
Bent streets.

Crittenden was 
dressed in a fine suit, 
well-pressed shirt and 
tasteful tie. I asked him 
how it came to pass 
that a one-time left-
wing ABC journalist 
looked so CBDish so 
early in the morning. 
Crittenden replied that 
he had been appointed 
to a senior bureaucratic 
position at the royal 
commission based 
in nearby Governor 
Macquarie Tower.

At the time, it was 
known that the royal 
commission appeared to be taking 
a special interest in George Pell 
relating to his time as a priest in 
the Catholic diocese of Ballarat in 
the 1970s and early 80s, as auxiliary 

bishop in Melbourne in the late 
80s and early 90s, as archbishop 
of Melbourne from 1996 to 2001 
and archbishop of Sydney before 
his appointment to the Vatican in 
February 2014.

There had been several pedophile 
priests active in both areas of 
Victoria — particularly Gerald 

Ridsdale in western Victoria and 
Peter Searson in Melbourne.

I had followed Crittenden’s 
journalism at the ABC and 
happened to know that he was 

a vehement critic of theological 
conservatives in the Catholic 
Church, such as cleric Pell, layman 
BA Santamaria and more besides.

In November 2002, the Sydney 
Institute invited Tess Livingstone 
to discuss her book George Pell: 
Defender of the Faith Down Under. 
It was decided to “balance” the 

discussion by asking 
Crittenden to present 
an alternative view 
at the same time. He 
readily accepted.

Stephen Crittenden’s 
hostility towards 
the (then) Catholic 
archbishop of Sydney 
was evident to anyone 
who heard or read 
his speech. So it was 
surprising to learn 
some years later that 
a Pell critic such as 
Crittenden had been 
appointed to a senior 
position at the royal 
commission. It would 
have been a bit like 
appointing Andrew Bolt 
to a senior management 
position at the royal 
commission into trade 
union governance and 
corruption.

Move forward to 
this year. On February 16, I was 
one of four asked by ABC TV’s 
7.30 to make a comment on Pell’s 
appearances before the royal 
commission. The others were 

royal Commission

Cardinal Pell offering his last Mass as Archbishop of Sydney in February 2014
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Amanda Vanstone, David Ridsdale 
and Peter Fox. The latter two are 
Pell critics.

The ABC ran a couple of 
comments I made in a prerecorded 
interview. One was that there “will 
be three appearances” for Pell 
“at the royal commission and one 
before the Victorian parliamentary 
inquiry; no one has been asked to 
make those kind of appearances”. I 
added that “no one has produced 
any evidence that Cardinal Pell 
acted in any way that was unlawful 
or improper”.

The comment was accurate 
then. And it is accurate today. It 
occurred in a balanced report 
in which Vanstone and I were 
broadly supportive of Pell while 
both Ridsdale and Fox were highly 
critical. But Philip Reed, the royal 
commission’s chief executive, was 
none too happy with my appearance 
on 7.30.

On the morning 
of February 19, 
Reed emailed, 
alleging that I had 
made “an error” 
on 7.30. He sent 
a copy of his email to the ABC in 
an attempt to have the program 
put a correction to air that evening. 
I replied to Reed before lunch, 
sending a copy to the ABC, and 
there the matter rested.

Reed objected to my claim that 
no one else had been asked to 
make the number of appearances 
that Pell had. He maintained 
that Anglican Archbishop 
Phillip Aspinall had made four 
appearances and former Anglican 
archbishop Peter Hollingworth 
two appearances. In fact, Aspinall 
appeared on three occasions 
although on one of these occasions 
he made a second appearance in 
order to clarify evidence he had 
given earlier. Reed’s intervention 
was a fudge. At the time of my 7.30 
appearance, Pell had given evidence 
twice to the royal commission with 
a further appearance to follow via 
video link from Rome. There was 
also his evidence to the Victorian 
parliamentary inquiry, which is 

available to the royal commission.
The facts speak for themselves. 

As of today, Pell’s testimony to the 
royal commission totals 554 pages. 
The comparable totals for Aspinall 
are 158 pages and Hollingworth 
96 pages. In other words, Pell 
has given evidence to the royal 
commission more than twice the 
length of Aspinall and Hollingworth 
combined.

In my view, Reed’s intervention 
in this debate by means of private 
correspondence was unprofessional. 
Moreover, on three occasions, Reed 
has declined to answer my query 
as to whether he has rebuked 
any other commentator who has 
made comments on the royal 
commission. He also has refused to 
advise whether he has attempted 
to correct an error made by Gail 
Furness SC, the counsel assisting the 
royal commission. This howler was 

documented in 
my column of 
March 12.

F u r n e s s ’ s 
evident hostility 
to Pell during 

the royal commission’s hearing has 
been criticised by professor Kenneth 
Wiltshire. professor Frank Brennan 
has criticised royal commissioner 
Peter McClellan’s finding that Pell 
“did not act fairly from a Christian 
point of view” towards a victim 
seeking financial compensation. 
Neither Wiltshire nor Brennan are 
traditional supporters of Pell.

McClellan’s own hostility to Pell 
has been evident on occasions 
during the cardinal’s many hours 
of testimony. Also, the royal 
commission declined to question 
David Ridsdale (one of Pell’s chief 
critics) on Ridsdale’s pedophile 
conviction in 1995 — revealed in 
February by The Australian.

The royal commission’s behaviour 
raises issues of fairness.

gerard Henderson is executive director of the 
Sydney Institute. His Media Watch Dog blog can 
be found at theaustralian.com.au. This article 
first appeared in The Australian, May 21, 2016 as: 
‘Sex abuse royal commission fails test of fairness.’ 
Reprinted with permission.
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THE PRESS AND THE WAR

WITH THE OBJECT of such a society [seeking to avoid war 
between Germany and England] every one should feel 
deep and earnest sympathy. That every one does not is 

evidenced by the need for the society’s existence. Of the methods 
pursued by it we have nothing to say in criticism; but we would 
like to say something in the way of advice. And that advice is very 
simple, and even more brief than the society’s own name. Let it 
direct its influences on the right people. Deputations from it have 
waited, we believe, on august personages, and have been received 
with courtesy and respectful attention. So far, so good; and let us 
hope the benevolent reception of such emissaries in such quarters 
may produce all the permanent effect desired.

But our own belief is that much more practical results would be 
produced if the society could bring any real influence to bear upon 
the public press in Germany and in England. For it is also our 
belief that if peace should be broken between the two  Empires it 
will not be through the action of the Sovereign of either country, 
but by means of the irritant force of a section of the press in both 
countries. … What newspapers are trying to effect can be felt by 
even the stupidest reader in England and in Germany and that 
which many of them are willing to bring about is clearly a state of 
morbid irritation, suspicion, and passion that could only lead to 
war in the long run. 

A habit has grown up even among responsible speakers here, 
of alluding to England as a Democracy which is hardly polite 
to the head of what is still an unconstitutional Monarchy. Nor 
is the term very descriptive, for, if anything, our condition is 
rather that of a temporary oligarchy, which reminds us of Venice 
erected on piles rooted in the mud. But though England be not 
precisely a Democracy; and Germany is an absolute Monarchy 
with a Parliament, we must repeat that it is not by addresses or 
deputations to the British or the German Sovereigns that the 
society with the long name can hope to produce its desired effect, 
but by bringing, if it can, persuasion to bear on the militant press 
of the two countries; for the whole ignorance of modern peoples 
lies in the power of the press. By it the passions of the peoples 
can be and often are, inflamed; vulgar jealousies can be aroused, 
fostered, and made noisy; national prejudices and suspicions 
hatched into bitter hatred; and every sincere effort at mutual 
understanding made by official diplomacy brought to nought. 

In this line of business nothing is more lamentable than the 
indulgence in personalities and insults which a certain section of 
the press, both here and in Germany, allows itself. Anything likely 
to insult, or annoy the German emperor, his heir, or his family is 
seized upon and given prominence by such English papers as we 
have in mind; and they are not a bit worse than similar papers 
in Germany, wherein much has appeared insulting to our present 
Sovereign and his two immediate predecessors.

– John Ayscough, ‘Peace and Peoples,’ Levia Pondera, London, Longmans Green  
and Co., 1913. Eleven million military personnel died, and seven million civilians.  

Twenty million were wounded in the War that started on July 28, 1914  
and ended on November 11, 1918.
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I retain a vivid and horrifying recollection of television footage from 
Rwanda in 1994 that showed armed Belgian peacekeepers sitting on their 

armoured vehicle watching two groups of tribesmen hacking each other 
to death. However much they may have wanted to intervene, they were 
forbidden to do so by the New York bureaucrats of the United Nations.

JUST WAR RULES, IN PRACTICE
by Michael O’Connor

S Ian MacDonald 
pointed out in his 
review of C. A. J. 
Coady’s Morality 
and Political Violence 
(Annals 8/2008), 
the Church’s just 

war rules have been around as a 
set of principles at least since St 
Augustine. He might have added 
that the current Catechism of the 
Catholic Church sets out the rules 
in Article 2309. The Catechism 
was published in 1994 under the 
imprimatur of the present Holy 
Father Emeritus when he was 
C a r d i n a l  Jo s e f 
Ratzinger.

Of course, the 
Church understands 
- none better - 
that it is one thing 
to state a set of 
principles but 
quite another to 
decide how those 
should be pursued 
in practice. In its 
wisdom, the Church 
generally refrains 
from expressing a 
judgment as distinct 
from an opinion on 
a particular conflict. 

In its statement 
of the just war 
principles, the 
Catechism insists that: ‘The 
evaluation of these conditions for 
moral legitimacy belongs to the 
prudential judgement of those who 

have responsibility for the common 
good.’ Thus, while Pope John Paul 
II could criticise Gulf Wars I and II, 
the responsibility for going to war 
against Iraq rested with the United 
Nations Security Council in the 
first case and President George W 
Bush and Prime Ministers Blair and 
Howard in the second. 

In the case of Pope Benedict 
XV’s plea for negotiations during 
World War I, the responsibility for 
refusal was that of the leaders of 
the warring parties who, at least 
in the case of the Allies, were 
responsible to their peoples. No 

one can take that responsibility 
from them and they will be judged 
immediately by their electorates 
and finally by God.

The basis of that responsibility 
is that governments are best able 
to judge not only because they are 
answerable but also because they 
have information not normally 
available to others. That does not 
mean that with the advantage of 
hindsight - or even foresight - that 
they are invariably correct. 

In the case of Gulf War II, the 
information used - at least publicly 
- to judge the morality of resort 
to war was found not only to be 
seriously flawed but also subject 
to question within the government 
itself. That simply shows the 

complexity that 
governments must 
deal with as part 
of their unenviable 
task. Decisions 
frequently must 
be made in the 
absence of certainty 
because certainty 
cannot be achieved. 
In any event, it 
could be argued 
that there was 
ample justification 
in the series of 
resolutions of the 
United Nations 
Security Council 
even if that body 
found it difficult to 
take the final step of 

authorising war.
In the case of World War I, I am 

not aware that the Western Allies 
at any time sought ‘unconditional 

War and those Who Wage it

A suburb of Beirut in the 1980s. Before the so-called ‘Civil War’ that began 
in April 1975, Beirut was known as the Paris of the Middle East. 
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surrender’. In fact to do so would 
have been fatuous because until 
mid-1918, the contest was evenly 
balanced. A fundamental condition 
of any peace agreement, though, had 
to have been restoration of those 
parts of France, almost the whole 
of Belgium and all of Serbia that 
had been invaded and occupied, 
something that the Central Powers 
gave no indication of accepting. 

In World War II, the Western 
Allies sought - and achieved - 
unconditional surrender of the Axis 
powers and Japan. And why not? 
The contrary idea that Germany 
and Japan at least, given their 
known plans for their own peoples, 
would be left under their existing 
governments was horrifying. 

Ian MacDonald suggests that 
unconditional surrender led to the 
Sovietisation of Eastern Europe. 
True enough but it also led to 
the establishment of peaceful and 
prosperous democracies in Italy, 
West Germany and Japan. In the 
end, the Sovietisation of Eastern 
Europe was ended by a combination 
of Solidarity, papal moral force 
and also the moral and economic 
collapse of the Communist ideal 
hastened by Mikhail Gorbachev’s 
recognition that the system was 
finished. Furthermore, no small part 
was played by the 1947 Truman 
policy of containment and the 
Reagan policy of spending the Soviet 
military system into bankruptcy.  

In other words, the full stop 
to World War II was placed by a 
complex combination of factors and 
players in which the unconditional 
surrender demanded of the Axis 
Powers and Japan was an essential 
element.

So much for the jus ad bellum or 
the right to declare war. In our case, 
the ultimate responsibility lies upon 
the elected government. Military 
leaders may advise for or against any 
decision for war. Perhaps, to take up 
MacDonald’s point about Professor 
Coady teaching the just war 
principles, he should be educating 
our politicians whose approach to 
most matters seems to be strictly 
utilitarian. 

The matter of jus in bellum or 
conduct in war, is in fact taught 
quite extensively to all our military 
personnel through moral formation 
programs and training in the laws 
of armed conflict. The latter laws 
are based upon the various Geneva 
Conventions which are themselves 
based to a large extent on basic 
Christian principles. These make it 
very plain to all troops at any level 
that they are personally responsible 
for their own acts in any combat 
situation. 

They cannot claim protection 
on the grounds of obedience to a 
manifestly unlawful order although 
disobedience will place the onus of 
proof that an order was unlawful 
upon the soldier who refuses.

There are two other problems. 
Because the rules constitute 
necessarily inadequate attempts 
to codify responses to every 
conceivable situation, they not 
only impose a heavy burden upon 
the individual but are actually 
divorced from any recognised form 
of Christian morality. Unless the 
soldier, or his commanders, have a 
sound Christian upbringing that 
began in childhood, many will face 
considerable confusion. 

In Australia, the situation is not 
too bad but as Christian religious 
belief tends to disappear from the 

community, they will be replaced by 
that common Australian appeal to 
the ‘fair go’, not necessarily a useful 
yardstick.

The second problem is the need 
to distinguish between combatants 
and non-combatants or, to use 
a crudity, between soldiers and 
civilians. In most current conflicts, 
the distinction is rarely clear cut 
with enemy combatants not only 
appearing in civilian clothes and 
with concealed weapons but also 
using genuine non-combatants 
in similar clothing as shields. The 
burden upon the individual soldier 
becomes almost insupportable. 

I retain a vivid and horrifying 
recollection of television footage 
from Rwanda in 1994 that showed 
armed Belgian peacekeepers sitting 
on their armoured vehicle watching 
two groups of tribesmen hacking 
each other to death. However much 
they may have wanted to intervene, 
they were forbidden to do so by the 
New York bureaucrats of the United 
Nations. 

Many similar situations have 
arisen in the so-called peacekeeping 
operations. In one case Australian 
soldiers, to their everlasting credit, 
disobeyed their orders and rescued 
Rwandan civilians who were being 
slaughtered. While eventually - 
and reluctantly - decorated for 

Importance of Institutions

KNOWLEDGE is indeed power if it provides superior ways of sailing 
ships, digging up minerals, firing guns and curing sickness. But is 

it in fact the case that Europeans were more knowledgeable than other 
people? Perhaps by 1759 they were; scientific innovation for around 
two and a half centuries after 1650 was almost exclusively Western  in 
origin.  But in 1500? As we shall see, Chinese technology, mathematics 
and Arab astronomy had been far ahead for centuries. Was it therefore 
a more nebulous cultural difference that equipped Europeans to leap 
ahead of their Oriental counterparts? That was the argument made by 
the German sociologist Max Weber. It comes in many variants - medieval 
English individualism, humanism and the Protestant ethic - and it has 
been sought everywhere from the wills of English farmers to the account 
books of Mediterranean merchants and the rules of etiquette of royal 
courts. In The Wealth and Poverty of Nations, David Landes made the 
cultural case by arguing that Western Europe led the world in developing 
autonomous intellectual inquiry, the scientific method of verification and 
the rationalization of research and its diffusion. Yet even he allowed that 
something more was required for that mode of operation to flourish: 
financial intermediaries and good government. The key, it becomes 
apparent, lies with institutions.

- Niall Ferguson, Civilization: The West and the Rest, Allen Lane, 2011 p. 11. 
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bravery, they nevertheless had to 
face threatened disciplinary action 
for their disobedience and years of 
severe psychological distress. 

Those who pontificate about the 
behaviour of soldiers in combat 
almost invariably have no experience 
of its reality, especially in today’s 
conflicts where every decision - or 
non-decision - is subject to legal or 
media scrutiny.

Of course, there is also the 
question that is valid in even a 
conventional conflict - who is a 
civilian? Hitler was technically 
a civilian. So were the scientists 
who developed the atomic bomb 
and other weapons of mass 
destruction. My father refused 
to take part in biological warfare 
experiments in Australia during 
World War II but the scientists and 
civilian policymakers who develop 
and wish to use these things are 
supposedly immune from retaliation 
or pre-emptive attack while the 
soldiers, who have no love for such 
weapons, are considered fair game.

It’s a warped world we live in. 
The Church has always accepted that 
fallen man will go to war. In most 
cases Australia has gone to war to 
restore peace where it has broken 
down. 

That is a high duty and vocation 
recognised by Pope John Paul II 
when he told a gathering of Italian 
soldiers that ‘Those who give 
military service must be considered 
“ministers of the security and 
freedom of peoples” and indeed “if 
they carry out their duties properly, 
they also truly contribute to 
stabilising peace”.’ 

As a people, we might have got 
it wrong at times and individuals 
have certainly committed atrocities 
especially when under immeasurable 
stress, but the total scorecard is 
pretty good. Helping people to deal 
with the complexities of peoples 
at war calls for much more than 
outdated media shorthand or ivory-
tower philosophising.

MicHael o’connor is a former patrol officer in 
Papua New Guinea. He also served in the Royal 
Australian Navy as an intelligence officer. He writes 
regularly for Annals.
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We thank God for her message, her courage and her faith. And we pray 
that the Church in the United States will throw up other giants, equally 

unexpectedly to help strengthen our faith and lead us to Christ.

MOTHER ANGELICA:  
APOSTLE TO THE LUKEWARM

By George Cardinal Pell

ASTER SUNDAY 
is a good day for 
dying, a good day 
for being born into 
eternal life. Mother 
Angelica died on 
last Easter Sunday, 

and we should be consoled by the 
time of her passing as we gather to 
pray for the repose of her soul as 
she awaits the Resurrection of the 
body.

Today’s Easter 
Gospel passage and 
the reading from 
Acts both speak of 
spectacular miracles. 
In the Gospel the 
apostles had been 
fishing all through the 
night without catching 
anything, and they 
did not recognize 
Jesus as he stood on 
the bank and invited 
them to try once 
more. I suspect the 
fishermen complied 
with the request out of 
politeness, rather than 
conviction, but they 
took in a great catch 
of one-hundred-and-fifty-three fish, 
which strained their nets. Jesus 
then gave them breakfast.

In the passage from Acts we 
have Peter and John curing the 
crippled man through the power of 
Jesus Christ, and so disturbing the 
High Priest and leaders with their 
teachings and miracles. It was after 

the first Pentecost, and Peter was 
no longer afraid as he defended his 
good deed done to a cripple.

Mother Angelica would have 
been proud of him. “The man who 
stands before you was healed,” 
he proclaimed, “in the name of 
Jesus Christ the Nazarene, whom 
you crucified, whom God raised 
from the dead”. “He is the stone 
rejected by you, the builders, 

which has become the corner 
stone” and “there is no salvation 
through anyone else”. As the 
cross was proclaimed as a sign of 
contradiction with such faith and 
courage, it is not surprising that by 
then the early Christian community 
numbered five thousands men. 

Some parallels quickly come to 
mind. The spread and effectiveness 
of Mother Angelica’s Eternal Word 
Television Network [EWTN], founded 
in 1981 with an investment of $200, 
was as unexpected as the apostles’ 
huge catch of fish. So too we should 
draw strength from the fact that 
Peter’s salvation message was exactly 
the same as Mother Angelica’s, 
unbroken and substantially 

unchanged across 2,000 
years. This kerygma, the 
basic Good News, does 
not need improvement 
or pruning, corrections 
or additions, and part 
of Mother Angelica’s 
effectiveness came from 
her acceptance of this 
truth. 

Mother Angelica’s 
public personality was 
so boisterous that 
we can be tempted 
to forget that she 
was a contemplative 
Franciscan nun, a 
Poor Clare from the 
age of 21. I still feel 
her religious name is 
somewhat incongruous, 

as she was not angelic in any 
conventional sense. 

The Little Flower’s parents were 
both canonized, but Mother Angelica 
enjoyed no such blessing. Born 
into a poor family in the Rust Belt, 
Ohio, Rita Rizzo’s father abandoned 
her when she was five, and she was 
brought up by her mother, who 

CatholiC Faith in aCtion

‘We pray that the Church in the United States will throw up other giants, 
equally unexpectedly, to help strengthen our faith and lead us to Christ’.
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suffered from depression. She did 
poorly at school – at the McKinley 
High School – although she was the 
drum majorette in the school band. 
Her life story brings a message of 
encouragement for all those who 
were or are children from broken 
homes. 

Some, perhaps many, from such 
backgrounds are tempted to be 
resentful, short on self-confidence, 
uncertain about their ability to 
contribute or build a good family. 
Mother Angelica is one more 
example of what can be achieved 
from difficult beginnings.

She knew what it was to struggle. 
She was not a ‘milk and water’ 
character, but a triumph of God’s 
grace through and despite her 
nature. She truly cast fire upon the 
earth. 

God works in unexpected ways, 
as Mother Angelica promised Him 
that she would found a monastery 
deep in the Protestant South, at 
Irondale in Alabama. With four 
companions she began there in 
1962, an unlikely launching pad for 
an international television network, 
although probably not quite as 
unpromising a spot as Bethlehem or 
Nazareth.

Mother began in a small way 
by recording video tapes of her 
homilies in the 1970s until she 
founded EWTN with Deacon Bill 
Steltemeier. 

Eventually EWTN pioneered the 
digital revolution in broadcasting, 
and many experts visited to 
examine just what they were 
doing. There was an enormous 
development and progression. 

Mother Angelica was 
conservative, direct, and in fact 
somewhat divisive. She spoke truth 
to authority, as strong women 
have ever done to their families, to 
priests and bishops and sometimes 
to the public; just think of St 
Catherine of Siena. She did not 
found another church, and while 
she spoke bluntly to a number 
of the Church’s officials, she 
recognized the office of Pope and 
bishops and priests. 

The Catholic world was very 
different when she unleashed her 
withering attack on those who 
presented a female Christ figure 
at the 1993 Denver World Youth 
Day. There were not so many 
young orthodox and vital priests 
and religious then and this para-
liturgical abuse provoked her to 
unleash the pent-up frustrations 
from many years. 

It was powerful and eloquent, 
something of a diatribe, certainly 
over-the-top in some ways; but 
thank God she spoke in that 
way. When I read it, I remember 
thinking ‘yes: she’s right’. One 
Australian activist told me that he 
changed his life’s direction after 
hearing it.

It was not discreet – in fact it 
was massively imprudent. But it 
was great copy for the journalists, 
and a great witness to the Christ we 
follow. She slowed down the drift 
to destruction, turned many away 
from damaging themselves.

We pray for her soul, despite 
the long years of penance through 
suffering which occurred after 
her stroke in 2001. May she be 
liberated from the effects of her 
weakness and sins. 

Above all we thank God for her 
message, her courage and her faith. 
And we pray that the Church in the 
United States will throw up other 
giants, equally unexpectedly to help 
strengthen our faith and lead us to 
Christ.

His eMinence george cardinal Pell is Prefect 
of the Secretariat for the Economy of the Holy 
See. He is affectionately remembered by the 
Catholics of Melbourne and Sydney as their former 
Archbishop.

Impossibility of  
Dealing with Closed Minds

By Blessed John Henry Newman

RELYING … on these authorities, human and Divine, I have no 
scruple in beginning the review I shall take of Chris tianity 

by professing to consult for those only whose minds are properly 
prepared for it; and by being prepared, I mean to denote those who 
are imbued with the religious opinions and sentiments which I have 
identified with Natural Religion. I do not address myself to those, who 
in moral evil and phys ical see nothing more than imperfections of a 
parallel nature; who consider that the difference in gravity between 
the two is one of degree only, not of kind; that moral evil is merely 
the offspring of physical, and that as we remove the latter so we 
inevitably remove the former; that there is a progress of the human 
race which tends to the annihilation of moral evil; that knowledge is 
virtue, and vice is ignorance; that sin is a bugbear, not a reality; that 
the Creator does not punish except in the sense of correcting; that 
vengeance in Him would of necessity be vindictiveness; that all that 
we know of Him, be it much or little, is through the laws of nature; 
that miracles are impossible; that prayer to Him is a superstition; that 
the fear of Him is unmanly; that sorrow for sin is slavish and abject; 
that the only intelligible worship of Him is to act well our part in the 
world, and the only sensible repentance to do better in future; that if 
we do our duties in this life, we may take our chance for the next; and 
that it is of no use perplexing our minds about the future state, for it 
is all a matter of guess. These opinions characterize a civilized age; 
and if I say that I will not argue about Christianity with men who hold 
them, I do so, not as claiming any right to be impatient or peremptory 
with any one, but because it is plainly absurd to attempt to prove a 
second proposition to those who do not admit the first.

- Blessed John Henry Newman, An Essay in Aid of a Grammar 
of Assent, Image Books, New York, 1955, p. 323.
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The Holy Spirit did not empower the Apostles against others; it empowered 
them for others – to serve others; and it enabled them to see themselves 
for who they were – the Body of Christ in the world, continuing, in 

some mysterious way, the saving work of Jesus the Son of God.

HOLD FAST TO THE LOVE OF CHRIST
By Paul Stenhouse, Msc

N THE ROMAN Lectionary 
at Mass for the weeks 
leading up to Pentecost, 
the gospel and epistles of 
St John daily cautioned us 
to be aware that while we 
belong in the truly beautiful 

world of sight and sound that 
appeals to our every sense, we do 
not belong to it.

The beloved disciple warns 
us that this awesome world 
neither brought us into being, nor 
conserves us in being, though it 
supports and nourishes and enriches 
our being, if we do not abuse it, and 
are not tempted to idolise it.

It is our home but not our 
final destination. It neither loves 
nor hates us. Like some truly 
magnanimous gift from a loving 
creator, its almost overwhelming 
beauty of scent and sound and 
touch, its inexorable power, its more 
than copious bounty, bring joy and 
comfort.

It can also beguile us – like 
some drug to which we may 
become addicted. It can cloud our 
judgement.  It has the power like 
some mischievous pied Piper, to lead 
us away from life’s true purpose.

Because it is so enmeshed in 
materiality we, who are embodied 
spirits, find ourselves fascinated by 
it, and drawn to love it.

The Spirit of God 
– our Armour

In Book 10 of his Commentary 
on St John’s Gospel, St Cyril of 
Alexandria [ad 376-444] describes 

the effects of the indwelling of the 
Holy Spirit upon the Apostles and 
Disciples of Jesus. This Indwelling 
is celebrated by the Church each 
day at Mass, and especially on the 
Feast of Pentecost which fell on May 
15 this year.

St Cyril does not say that the 
Apostles and early followers of 
Jesus lived longer, or became 
healthier, more intelligent, more 
socially acceptable, more skilled in 
leadership or more acceptable to 
the world of their day, because of 
their receiving the Holy Spirit. 

Above all he does not say that 
they were more blessed with 
worldly goods, or true and faithful 
friends, because the Holy Spirit 
came upon them

He was far too realistic. He 
puts it this way: ‘the Spirit became 
their armour’ and so ‘they did not 
yield to the attacks of those who 
persecuted them.’ They were able to 
persevere to the end because ‘they 
held fast to the Love of Christ’.

To do that required unusual 
courage and common sense. The 
latter came into play especially 
when the Apostles and Disciples 

were offered their lives in return 
for some allegedly ‘trifling’ act of 
infidelity, reminiscent of Esau who 
sold his birthright to Jacob for a 
bowl of red lentils. Common sense 
inspired by Faith weighed both 
sides of the ‘deal,’ and then said ‘no’. 

But the ‘deals’ didn’t stop with 
the passing of pagan emperors, 
and the deaths of heresiarchs. 
Heresies, like political parties, have 
a life of their own and it remains 
‘open season’ for Christians and 
especially for Catholic Christians in 
an increasingly secular and Godless 
world. 

Gaining the whole World

Our Lord put it bluntly: ‘What 
does it profit a man if he gains the 
whole world, only to lose his soul?’  

Even a hundred years can seem 
but a brief moment if you are 
ninety-nine years old. Ten years can 
seem a life-time, if you are nine. 

Bad things sometimes happen. 
What is really important is not 
how old or young we are or even 
what has happened, and how bad 
it is, but how we react to it. Do we 
collapse in a heap oozing self-pity, 
do we search around for someone 
to blame, or do we take the Spirit 
for our armour, and hold on tightly 
to the love of Christ? 

St Cyril did not say that the 
Apostles were able to use the Spirit 
as a weapon against others, or 
that it gave them insights into the 
sinfulness or weaknesses of others.

He did not say that the Spirit 
would make the Apostles powerful 

We and our World
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in the world, but that it would 
protect them in – and from – the 
world.

The Church’s Mission 
– to save the World

The Holy Spirit did not empower 
them against others; it empowered 
them for others – to serve others; 
and it enabled them to see 
themselves for who and what they 

were – the Body of Christ in their 
contemporary world, continuing, 
in some mysterious way, the saving 
work of Jesus the Son of God. 

They do this by suffering as 
he did from the sinfulness and 
ingratitude of those for whom they 
work, whom they serve, and for 
whom our Lord died on the cross.

Our Lord’s sufferings and death 
were salvific. After his ascension 

into heaven, the Church, His 
Mystical Body, was called to carry 
on that mission of saving the 
world. 

That is our mission; our goal. To 
save the world, and all those who 
dwell in it.  Not to be seduced by 
it. 

As St Aelred [ad 1110-1167], 
Cistercian Abbot of [the now 
destroyed] Rievaulx Abbey on 
the river Rye in North Yorkshire, 
writing of the honour that should 
be paid to Mary the mother of 
Jesus and our mother, explains, 
‘for through her we are born, 
not to the world but [through 
baptism] to God.’1 

Aelred implies no dishonour to 
the world, but gives the Praise and 
Thanks and Glory squarely to God, 
Creator of the human race, and the 
world’s Creator, too.

Knowing and Loving 

St Thomas Aquinas [ad 1225-
1274] – called ‘the dumb ox’ by 
some of his fellow students at the 
university of Paris – understood 
how difficult it can be for many of 
us to dodge these worldly pitfalls; 
and, what is more significant, he 
knew why. 

What he had to say, he put 
in the context of human beings 
‘knowing’ and loving’. 

‘To know,’ he explains, involves 
‘taking’ – making something that 
is ‘known,’ part of ourselves. 
Whenever we humans ‘know’ or 
‘understand’ anything – when we 
master a science or a language or 
some mundane or esoteric mental 
skill – we possess the object of our 
knowledge, it becomes part of us; 
we absorb its ‘form,’ that is to say, 
we absorb what makes it to be 
what it really is. We usually do this 
automatically, without reflecting 
upon it.

‘To love,’ on the other hand, St 
Thomas says, involves ‘giving’ – 
making the gift of oneself to the 
object of our love. When we make 
the act of the will that we call 
‘love,’ we do not make the object 
of our love part of us; we give 
ourselves to whomever is loved 
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Across clues
2 Shed tears
4 Hebrew word for Holocaust
6 Witty remark
8 Obtain
9 Dull and unexciting
11 Change direction
12 Earnest request
14 Monetary unit of Samoa
15 Playfully roguish
16 German composer of the Brandenburg 

Concertos
18 Liberate
19 Clarified butter used in Indian cooking
21 To entice
22 Large retail shops
24 Bo tree
25 A dishonourable man

Down clues
1 Amphibian
2 Facial feature
3 Unit of length equaling 0.9144 metre
4 Rotate
5 Stringed musical instrument
6 Otaglia
7 Infectious disease
8 One-time administrative department of 

the Soviet prison system
10 Round close fitting woollen cap
11 The bill for a meal
13 Winning serve in tennis
17 Cannabis
18 Attempt unsuccessfully
20 Poem or story about heroic deed
21 Small tapered nail
23 Gemstone
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earth, can freely desire to be with 
God and to love Him, directly.3 For 
this reason St Thomas says that 
it is better for us humans to love 
God, than to know him.4  

We humans, however, do have 
direct knowledge of our beautiful 
and complex world in all the 
richness of its materiality. To love 
it would be to surrender ourselves 
to it, and would be – in the long 
term – to risk losing the God who 
created it; and, in the process, to 
lose ourselves. 

For this reason St Thomas 
says that it is better to know and 
appreciate our material world, with 
all its beauty and rich variety of 
colour and scent and sound, than 
to love it. 5  

If we can get our earth-bound 
minds around St Thomas’s point, 
we will find ourselves clad in an 
impregnable ‘armour’ that is the 
very ‘Spirit’ of God. 

In an ever-changing and ever-
entrancing material world, let us 
do all in our power to understand 
and appreciate it, while ever 
‘holding fast to the love of Christ’.

1. Aelred of Rievaulx, ‘Sermon 20,’ The Roman Breviary, 
Second Reading at Matins, in the Common of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary.  

2. Frederick Coplestone, sj, A History of Philosophy, vol 2, 
Part II, New York, Image Books, 1962, pp 99-102.

3. Ibid. pp 74-75.
4. ‘Unde melior  est amor Dei quam cognitio’ i.e. ‘Whence, 

love of God is better than knowledge of God’.
5. ‘E contrario, autem, melior est cognitio rerum corpora-

lium quam amor,’ i.e.‘whereas, knowedge of the world of 
the senses is better than love’. See St Thomas Aquinas, 
Summae Theologicae Pars Prima, Quaestio lxxxii, art.iii; 
also De Veritate, 22, xi.

– embracing their reality, making 
their priorities, their welfare, our 
own. All true human love involves 
the gift of oneself to the one loved, 
and puts the ‘other,’ the ‘beloved,’ 
first.  

Loving God and 
knowing the World

The human intellect can know 
God only indirectly – the word 
St Thomas uses, is ‘analogically.’ 
The term ‘analogy’ refers to a 
comparison between two realities 
that are similar under one aspect, 
and different under another. 
We can say that God is wise or 
loving or merciful because we, 
his creatures, reflect him. If we 
can be wise, loving or merciful 
however imperfectly, then the 
pure perfection of Wisdom, Love 
and Mercy can truly be predicated, 
affirmed, of our Creator.  But 
this ‘analogy’ goes only one way: 
while we may say that a creature 
is like God, we can never say 
that God is like the creature. 
As St Thomas says, God is the 
absolute standard.2  While we are 
on earth, our knowledge of God 
remains ‘indirect’ and, therefore, 
necessarily ‘imperfect’. It is only 
after death, in the Beatific Vision, 
that perfect knowledge of God is 
attained.

Our human will, on the other 
hand, while we are eking out our 
livelihood, and supporting our 
existence as best we may on this 

Don’t miss the Gold-fish

ONE DAY at a fair in Moscow I saw a peasant vainly trying to attract 
the custom of the public with a small bowl of gold-fish. He called 

the goldfish by endearing names, and made them glint and glitter in 
the eyes of the indifferent public, crying out over and over again: ‘Gold-
fish, little gold-fish, little GOLD-fish, GOLD-fish’. He whistled and piped 
and rang changes on the intonation of the word gold-fish as if he were 
the purveyor of some goods that were magical indeed. But it was all in 
vain. Nobody that day bought a single gold-fish. I have always thought 
since that this vendor of gold-fish was symbolical. It is so often that men 
do not recognise the magical gifts ... when they are presented to them 
under circumstances that are easy of access or purchase.

– Maurice Baring, Lost Lectures, London, Peter Davies, 1932, pp. 200-201. Baring, 
formerly an agnostic, became a Catholic in 1909: ‘the only action in my life which I am 
quite certain I have never regretted.’ See The Puppet Show of Memory, 1922, pp. 395-396.
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As Kimball has remarked: “If you want to see how well the radicals’ strategy has 
succeeded you need look no further now than your local museum, your children’s 

school, your local church (if you still go to church) or your workplace”.

THE LONG MARCH REVISITED
(Part One)

By Giles Auty

O ANYONE who 
h a s  e v e r  b e en 
involved in what 
are known as ‘the 
culture wars’ the 
expre s s ion  ‘ the 
long march’ will 

be thoroughly familiar whereas 
to almost anyone else it 
is probably more or less 
meaningless. Yet in most 
Western countries ,  at 
least, the expression is 
full of implications which 
radically affect almost all 
of our lives.

Back at the turn of the 
present century , eminent 
American author and critic 
Roger Kimball produced 
a book actually called The 
Long March (Encounter 
Books 2000) which I 
reviewed not long after its 
publication for The Courier 
Mail in Brisbane.

In a recent discussion 
with the editor of Annals 
I asked him how many 
readers he thought would 
be familiar with that 
book or even with the 
expression itself. It is as a 
direct consequence of our 
talk that I now re-open a 
subject which continues 
to hit squarely at the very 
heart of Western society.

Before discussing the expression 
further I probably need to give it 
an approximate date and context 
– yet before doing even that I am 

forced to admit that great numbers 
of Australians exist now who 
probably believe that any decade 
which preceded the Sixties merely 
represents some form of largely 
irrelevant pre-history. To reinforce 
that view the vast changes which 
that decade brought about are also 

seldom ever questioned now let 
alone reversed.

Let me therefore begin by 
directly quoting Kimball himself 

in one of the many memorable 
paragraphs from his book: “The 
Age of Aquarius did not end 
when the last electric guitar was 
unplugged at Woodstock. The 
1960s continue to reverberate in 
our national life today. That decade 
transformed high culture as well 

as everyday life in terms 
of our attitudes toward 
self and country, sex and 
drugs, and manners and 
morality”.

So how precisely 
did the so-called ‘long 
march’ occur and what is 
the precise origin of the 
expression itself?

In the late 1960s 
and early 1970s, after 
immature fantasies of 
a full-scale political 
revolution which was 
aimed to take place in 
1968 had very sensibly 
faded, leading student 
radicals of that era in 
France and elsewhere 
urged their followers to 
commence instead what 
they called ‘the long march 
through the institutions’.

Radical German-born 
philosopher Herbert 
Marcuse described that 
particular approach 
as working within 
institutions while 

working simultaneously against 
them. The assault, in short, was 
to be concentrated on the ‘soft 
underbelly’ of Western civil life: 

re-Wakening Western immune systems

Haight-Ashbury, a corner in San Francisco – the birthplace of America’s 
1960s counter culture, home of hippies, acid and rock music ‘culture’
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the arts, education, religion, the law 
and family life, for instance, where 
all too few, to their undying shame, 
could be guaranteed to stand up for 
the traditional values and virtues of 
Western civilisation itself in the face 
of the largely empty, progressivist 
verbiage peddled - as so often in 
history - by self-styled political 
revolutionaries.

Yet as Kimball has remarked: 
“If you want to see how well the 
radicals’ strategy has succeeded 
you need look no further now 
than your local museum, your 
children’s school, your local church 
(if you still go to church) or your 
workplace”.

Unlike most of my younger 
co-citizens, however, I can 
personally remember the decade 
and a half which preceded the late 
Sixties not just well but especially 
vividly. Almost certainly that 
was because those years had an 
enhanced sense of reality about 
them which was surely a legacy of 
the recently ended Second World 
War.

In short a great many people in 
Britain, at least, were profoundly 
grateful simply to be alive. Evident 
public respect also still existed for 
such qualities as honesty, decency, 
stoicism and neighbourliness 
as well as for such traditionally 
martial virtues as bravery in battle. 
I completed my own two years of 
compulsory military service during 
those years and also fulfilled my 
lifelong ambition to begin a career 
as an artist just weeks before the 
much-vaunted Sixties actually began.

Most of the established artists 
I first met in Cornwall had seen 
service during the Second World 
War. A certain degree of hedonism 
was certainly in the air but in 
a number of cases that merely 
represented a kind of pent-up relief 
after release from capture and years 
of war-time imprisonment. One artist 
I met had been taught to paint by 
another in a prisoner-of-war camp 
using the oil from cans of sardines 
furnished kindly by the Red Cross. 
The dedication of such artists to 
their calling also lacked the kind of 

infantile self-righteousness which 
attended the beginnings of so-called 
conceptual art some ten years 
later and of the unruly ideological 
alliance of Marx and Freud – plus 
drugs and self-indulgence – which 
characterised so much art of all 
kinds during the Sixties. 

Somewhere, almost buried by 
now in public awareness, a belief 
exists nonetheless that the Sixties 
heralded in a more enlightened 
and ‘progressive’ era in our human 
consciousness. This somewhat hazy, 
superficial and largely uninformed 
view is especially prevalent, in 
fact, in Australia. Yet the moment 
we even begin to struggle with 
some of the more insoluble-
seeming problems of life at this 
moment – such as certain horrific 

recent consequences of so-called 
‘multiculturalism’ – we also tend 
to overlook or conveniently forget 
the basic origin of all such highly 
dogmatic social ideologies. 

At the very beginning of the 
1970s a friend of mine went back to 
university as a mature student with 
a view to retraining as a lawyer. 
Simply because we shared a rented 
house at the time I thus received 
daily reports of the ways in which 
feminism and political correctness, 
for example, were transforming the 
campus even at that distant time 
at a conventional-seeming English 
university. At first some of the 
novel creeds, at least, seemed to 
us like very poor jokes indeed yet 
the real laugh was destined to be 
on the British public at large when 

Morals are the  
fruit of Doctrine

THE NEW PAGANISM is the resultant of two forces which have 
converged to produce it: appetite and the sense of doom. Of the 

forces which impelled it into being, the appeal of the senses to be 
released from restriction through the denial of the Faith is so obvious 
that none will contest it, the only controversy being upon whether this 
removal of restriction upon sensual enjoyment, declining every form 
of reticence and exercising the fullest license for what is called “self-
expression,” is of good or of evil effect upon the individual and upon 
society. The Christian scheme is still close enough even to the most 
Pagan of the New Pagans to be familiar, and the social atmosphere 
which it created still endures as a memory, or as a rejected experience, 
in their lives. That social atmosphere insisted on a number of 
restrictions. Of course, no society could exist in which there were not 
a great number of restrictions, but the restrictions imposed by Christian 
morals were severe and numerous, and most of them are meaningless 
to those who have abandoned Christian doctrine, because morals are 
the fruit of doctrine.   It is not only in sexual matters [the first that will 
be cited in this connection], but in canons of taste, in social conduct, 
traditional canons of beauty in verse, prose, or the plastic arts that 
there is outbreak. The restriction and, therefore, the effort necessary for 
lucidity in prose, for scansion in poetry and, according to our tradition, 
for rhyme in most poetry … the restrictions imposed by reverence 
for age, for certain relationships such as those between parent and 
child, for the respect of property as a right … and all the rest of it are 
broken through. A license in act and a necessarily more extended 
license in speech are therefore the mark of the New Paganism.  But 
to this negative force must be added a positive one to explain what is 
happening, and that positive one is a philosophy which may be called 
Monist, or Fatalist, or Determinist, or by one of any number of names all 
signifying either the absence of conscious Will from the universe or the 
presence of only one such Will therein.  

- Hilaire Belloc: ‘The New Paganism,’ in Essays of a Catholic Layman 
in England, London, Sheed & Ward, 1933, pp 15-16  
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belief yet much of that book is 
based on the study of hitherto 
unexamined archives by one of 
the world’s leading authorities on 
20th century China. Mr. Dikotter 
is professor of humanities at the 
University of Hong Kong and is the 
author already of many studies on 
China.

Mao’s undoubted aim was to 
destroy Chinese history and culture 
in a manner which could never be 
repaired and we should perhaps 
acknowledge now the extent to 
which cultural revolutionaries in 
the West shared much the same 
aim in relation to our own priceless, 
formerly largely Christian way of 
life.

Was there genuinely so little 
that deserved saving from the 
incomparable history of Western 
writers, poets, painters, sculptors, 
composers, playwrights, architects 
and actors to say nothing of 
religious mystics, major scholars, 
lawyers and historians?

In days when I had the good 
fortune or otherwise to be a regular 
visiting lecturer at English art 
schools during the pinnacle of the 
post-modernist phase the phrase 
I learned to dread most was one 
uttered regularly then by female 
students: “my artwork challenges 
the existing patriarchal paradigm”. 

Very sadly this was often said by 
a student who could barely grasp 
which end of a pencil to use. 

Post-modernist dogma which 
came to power within British 
tertiary education on the back of 
the so-called culture wars had – and 
still has – a great deal to answer 
for in its deliberate demolition of a 
much more genuine and deserving 
culture.

I am tempted at times to 
describe the post-modernist era as 
a unique one which has attempted 
to elevate idiocy to the status of 
orthodoxy. Fifty years ago the 
so-called ‘Safe Schools Program’ 
which has been inflicted recently 
on Victorian Schools would have 
been inconceivable but here we 
encounter a phenomenon with 
which I have long been familiar.

destined to be encountered 
increasingly often in Europe and 
North America in the decades 
which followed the Sixties.

The ‘cultural revolution’ which 
featured the Red Guards has 
subsequently been characterised 
by distinguished English historian 
Paul Johnson as “the greatest 
witch-hunt in history which made 
the Zhdanov purges in post-war 
Russia seem almost trivial”. Roger 
Kimball and English philosopher 
Roger Scruton aside, Paul Johnson 
has been one of the more damning 
critics of the long-term social, 
religious and cultural consequences 
of the Sixties. In an article in a 
recent issue of Annals I quote Roger 
Scruton who relates some of the 
extremely adverse consequences for 
his academic and writing career of 
taking a similar stand. 

The hegemony exercised by 
political pseudo-revolutionaries – 
also known by the preferred more 
recent term as neo-Marxists - in 
Western academic and cultural life 
remains an ongoing disfigurement 
of almost all Western democratic 
societies today but also argues the 
almost total success of ‘the long 
march’ the existence of which is 
by now approaching its full half 
century.

Indeed if we care to cast our 
minds back exactly half a century 
we return to the days when Mao 
Tse-tung - who remains possibly 
the greatest monster in the whole 
of human history - still drew 
widespread praise in the West. 

Indeed in a recently published 
book The Cultural Revolution: 
A People’s History, 1962-1976 
(Bloomsbury) Frank Dikotter 
relates tales so harrowing of 
mass extermination and even 
cannabilism as to defy human 

such dogmas shortly became widely 
enforced as social imperatives.

You may well wonder why 
such seemingly irreversible social 
changes happened so quicky and 
apparently so easily.

Were we all asleep at the wheel 
perhaps? 

The basic message promoted 
by radical lecturers at that time as 
well as by their students was that 
up until very recently ‘society’ had 
been doing more or less everything 
completely wrong. 

That was, in a sense, simply a 
judgement of inexperienced youth 
about a civilisation of which it had 
hardly been a significant part. Yet, 
in a sense, what was happening 
in previously civilised Western 
countries could be said to have 
been merely a very mild echo of 
the horrors of another ‘cultural 
revolution’ which had taken place 
half a decade earlier in China and 
of the unleashing of the juvenile 
Red Guards who were similarly 
anxious to destroy all vestiges of 
a major civilisation of which they 
also had minimal knowledge or 
understanding.

In the West, China’s 
cultural revolution was widely 
misrepresented at the time as 
being a revolt of intellectuals when, 
in fact, it was the exact opposite. 
What it represented, tragically, 
was a revolution of illiterates and 
semi-literates against intellectuals 
and probably had more in 
common with notorious events in 
pre-war Nazi Germany – recall 
the similarly destructive activities 
of Ernst Roehm’s brownshirts – 
than anything of even the remotest 
potential for human benefit. 

But mass vandalism, of course, 
is sadly attractive to certain types 
of radical academics – a species 

An age-old Dilemma

WE ARE called bishops but enjoy this honour in name only and not in 
practice. For the people entrusted to our care are abandoning God and 

we remain silent. They have fallen into wicked ways and we do not utter a 
word of reproach.

– Pope St Gregory the Great [590-604 ad] Homily, 17,3ff. Quoted The Roman 
Breviary, Second Reading at Matins for Saturday in the 27th Week of the Year.
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All one basically needs to do is 
describe any ill-judged initiative 
as ‘progress’ for far too many 
otherwise sensible thinkers to 
flee the field. We live in a time, in 
fact, when mere rhetoric is all too 
inclined to rule the roost whereas 
in my own former discipline of 
the visual arts all rhetorical claims 
were at least subject to the need 
to provide visual evidence. Take a 
look at what the late 17th century 
produced, in short, in terms of 
painting and then compare that if 
you will with supposedly major 
work from the late 20th century. 

Progress or regress?
The eyes are all that is basically 

needed to provide a favourable or 
unfavourable verdict.

At especially irreverent moments 
I picture two Aussie soldiers up 
to their ears in mud in a wartime 
foxhole.

“What particular major causes do 
you feel you are fighting for mate?” 
one asks the other.

“Put me down for gender 
fluidity” the other one replies. 

What post-modernism has 
achieved across the board is for 
society to part company increasingly 
with any form of tangible reality 
and even with the absolutely 
fundamental notion of the existence 
of singular truth.

Virtually all police work 
and investigative journalism 
presupposes that the latter exists 
but do not even dare to suggest 
such an idea within the walls of any 
post-modernist academic institution.

The proverbial long march has 
by now taken us all about as far as 
it can go in a largely worthless and 
anti-social direction.

Has the time come finally perhaps 
for us all to cry ‘halt’ and to begin 
a long march back again to some 
place where - as God’s creatures - 
we much more truly belong?

giles auTy was born in the UK and trained 
privately as a painter. He worked professionally 
as an artist for 20 years. Publication of his The Art 
of Self Deception swung his career towards criti-
cism. He was art critic for The Spectator from 1984 
to 1995. He continues to devote himself to his 
original love - painting. He is a regular contributor 
to Annals.
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I heard early this year a TV news item that sounded something like 
this: ‘About twenty sheep were injured and several passed away.’ 

Oh, well, at least there was no reference to ‘multiple sheep’.

BEWAILING LINGUISTIC FAULT LINES
By Richard Hughes

T WAS in the April 1946 
issue of Horizon, seventy 
years ago as I write, that 
George Orwell wrote: ‘most 
people who bother with the 
matter at all would admit 
that the English language is 

in a bad way.’
Now, I believe, most people who 

bother with the matter would agree 
that it has hit the pits. Every day I 
am affronted by barbarisms in the 
written and spoken language in all 
media.

‘Multiple’ grievances

One of the worst barbarisms over 
the past six years is ‘multiple’. I weary 
of ‘multiple accidents,’ ‘multiple 
times,’ ‘multiple wounds’. The Fairfax 
style book of April 2010 ruled 
against this unnecessary word which 
is both overused and abused.

An example of overuse: twice on 
the front page of a Sydney paper in 
March, in three paragraphs: ‘Multiple 
sources said’. An article in another 
newspaper referred blithely to 
‘multiple instances’. I counted them; 
there were three.

The same article contained this 
horror: ‘The studio manager ordered 
he apologise on air’. Depending on 
what the author precisely meant 
this could be better expressed as 
‘The studio manager ordered him 
to apologise on air,’ or ‘The studio 
manager ordered THAT he apologise 
on air.’ I deliberately capped ‘that’. 

I should explain that I began work 
as a journalist in November 1952. 
I became a sub-editor in February, 
1966, and retired in April 2014. 

In defence of ‘that’

One morning in September, 
1986, I was sub-editing for The 
Daily Mirror a story that a Mirror 
reporter had rewritten from The 
Australian, and which had posed 
no problem when I read it in The 
Australian four hours earlier. The 
stumbling block in the mirror 
rewrite was the excision – by the 
reporter – of the conjunctive ‘that’. 

The first style guide I ever saw 
was that written by the highly 
unpleasant genius Brian Penton, 
who revolutionised –for the better 
– newspaper style in the 1940s, 
when he was the ruthless editor of 
The Daily Telegraph. Like George 
Orwell he insisted on the active 
voice. He cut out a word wherever 
it could be. He limited introductory 
sentences to twenty-five words 
and senior reporters were actually 
berated if they wrote twenty-seven 
or twenty-eight. 

In his style book Penton 
plumped for ‘he said it was a nice 
day,’ and not ‘he said that it was 

a nice day.’ And fair enough. It’s 
colloquial and logical. But after 
words like ‘complain,’ ‘order,’ 
‘explain,’ ‘reply’ and ‘shout,’ the 
conjunctive ‘that’ clarifies the 
writer’s meaning, and makes 
the sentence immediately 
understandable.

You have been ‘warned’

Then, there is ‘warn’. I wince 
when I see – all too often – 
sentences like: ‘The Prime Minister 
warns Australians will suffer.’ So 
he’s warning Australians, is he? 
No, he’s warning ‘that’ Australians 
will suffer. But the robot-thinking 
sub-editors automatically extract 
‘that’.

Besides, the fact that it is a 
warning is obvious, so why not 
clearly and simply say ‘The Prime 
Minister says Australians will 
suffer’?

We often read horrors such as 
this: ‘The Prime Minister said while 
Australians would suffer, Americans 
would profit from the crisis.’ Now, 
insert ‘that’ for sense: ‘The Prime 
Minister said that while Australians 
would suffer, Americans would 
profit from the crisis.’ But to be 
preferred, surely, is this: ‘The Prime 
Minister said Australians would 
suffer from the crisis, but that 
Americans would profit.’

Confused writing reflects 
confused thinking. 

When I worked at The Daily 
Mirror, a little nest of pedants 
insisted that – the robot sub-editor 
would instantly and unthinkingly 
have excised that ‘that’ – a sentence 

rambling thoughts oF a sub-editor
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cannot begin with ‘however’. So 
does the revered E.B. White in 
Elements of Style; but even Homer 
nods.

‘However’ use ‘but’

Over the past two years, 
however, a new solecism has 
assailed Australian newspapers 
blatantly and stridently. And that 
solecism is the use of ‘however’ 

instead of ‘but’ in the middle of a 
sentence: ‘The Prime Minister said 
Australians would suffer from the 
crisis, however Americans would 
profit.’ This is obviously wrong. 
The new Fowler’s Modern English 
Usage edited by R.W. Burchfield, 
rules against this sternly: ‘Avoid 
at all costs the illiteracy of using 
“however” as a simple substitute for 
“but” …’.

Inelegant ‘Variations’

Burchfield doesn’t rule against 
‘counterpart’ – unfortunately. I 
remember with both annoyance 
and amusement hearing early this 
century a radio news item that went 
something like this: ‘Mr Howard 
will have talks today with his 
counterpart in India and leave the 
South Asian giant tomorrow’. ‘South 
Asian giant’ was what I understand 
Fowler calls an ‘elegant variation’ 
and was not intended as a reference 
to the Indian Prime Minister, 
identified only as Mr Howard’s 
‘counterpart’.

I rang the radio station’s 
newsroom to ask if they would refer 
to Macau as ‘the South East Asian 
pygmy,’ but somehow confused the 
lady who answered the phone.

One of the silliest and most 
recent ‘elegant variations’ was in 
a daily newspaper report on St 
Vincent’s Hospital, Sydney. The 
first reference was to ‘St Vincent’s 
Hospital,’ obviously enough; the 
second was to ‘the hospital,’ fair 
enough; but then enters the ‘elegant 
variation’ alchemist, and we are 
reading about ‘the health provider’.

This reminds me of one of Sir 
Arthur Quiller-Couch’s lectures 
on style to, I seem to remember, 
Cambridge University students, 
in which he mentioned essays on 
Byron. 

In one essay, he said, the student 
wrote of Byron on the first page. 
But on the second page, Byron 
had become ‘the club-foot-poet,’ 
and on the third page he was ‘the 
gloomy ex-Harrovian.’ Byron had 
disappeared, never to return until 
the last page summation.

Acronyms

Newspapers have forgotten their 
manners about acronyms. Obviously 
one doesn’t need to explain ABC 
and QanTas. Suppose, though, that 
one is reading a story about tax on 
cigarettes and there is a reference 
to ASH (Action on Smoking and 
Health). As relatively recently as 
ten years ago, newspapers spelt 
out Action on Smoking and Health 
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Prepositions

Why do most people say and 
write the obviously unsound ‘he 
appealed the conviction’ and ‘they 
protested the living conditions’? 
This omission of the preposition 
‘against’ is, I suspect, like the 
omission of the conjunctive ‘that,’ an 
Americanism.

Talking about prepositions, I am 
reminded of a rare misuse, which, 
though not as repugnant as some 
mistakes, is one I hope never to see 
again. And it is this: ‘indictment on,’ 
instead of ‘indictment of’.

Verbs

I regret to report that ‘trial,’ 
about which I wrote to The Sydney 
Morning Herald, and ‘impact’ are 
legitimate verbs although I would 
never dream of using either as such. 
I have heard traffic reports in which 
reference is made to traffic ‘being 
impacted’ for several kilometres. 
What happened to good old 
‘affected’? As for ‘trialled,’ I see no 
reason ever to use it.

‘Spike’ or ‘rise’

I don’t understand why 
newspapers almost invariably 
referred to a ‘hike’ or ‘spike’ in 
prices when surely the more 
colloquial ‘rise’ would do. Last 
year The Australian had the lead 
story on page 1 with ‘spike,’ both in 
the headline and the introductory 
paragraph. ‘ ‘Hike’ I can manage to 
tolerate, but the use of ‘spike’ is for 
me completely beyond the pale.

I’m not singling out The 
Australian for special treatment. It 
is my preferred paper, but why does 
it seemingly insist on the logically 
and philologically false spelling ’til –
even in its cartoons?

‘Despite’ or ‘even though’

A pet detestation of mine is the 
use of ‘despite’ in sentences such as 
this, which has haunted me since 
I read it on the front page of a 
weekend newspaper about fourteen 
years ago: ‘Police took her to the 
police station as a witness despite 
her being unable to read or write.’ 

by the singular demonstrative 
pronoun ‘this’.

And all too often ‘there 
is’/‘there’s’ is followed by a plural 
noun, for example ‘There’s reasons 
for this that I don’t understand’. 

The solecism is obvious. But 
not so obvious in: ‘This is the 
most anticipated event of the 
season.’ ‘Anticipate,’ as written and 
spoken now has lost its original 
meaning which – to précis the 
Oxford mini guide to English usage 
– is to be aware of something in 
advance and to take action … to 
do something before someone else 
has had the time to do it so as to 
gain an advantage. Quote from 
Robert Graves: ‘She had anticipated 
execution by suicide.’ Quote from 
me: ‘We had anticipated rain so 
we took our umbrellas.’ ‘The most 
anticipated event of the season,’ 
should be ‘The most keenly awaited 
event of the season.’ This word loses 
its original meaning; another is 
dropped in unseemly fashion.

at the first reference and put the 
acronym in brackets immediately 
after it. Not now. The reader is 
expected to keep the name of the 
organisation in his/her mind for 
two or three columns and translate 
that acronym when it comes up 
again. The bracketed acronym 
after the first spelling out of the 
organisation was an indication that 
it would appear again. Not now.

Sometimes acronyms appear for 
organisations that haven’t appeared 
before in the story and never 
appear again. Readers are left to 
work it out for themselves.

Singular and Plural

I use deliberately the oxymoronic 
phrase ‘illiterate pedants’ for those 
who write a sentence like this: ‘The 
couple is now on their honeymoon’. 
I can’t understand this obsession 
(ruled against by Eric Partridge in 
Usage and Abusage) with making the 
word ‘couple’ singular. True, one 
would say ‘this couple is ready,’ but 
there the word ‘couple’ is governed 
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me against this flabby euphemism 
when I was eight. It was also 
denounced by Noël Coward in his 
play, later filmed, This Happy Breed. 

Incredibly – well, seemingly 
incredibly – I have seen it applied 
to animals. I heard early this year 
a TV news item that sounded 
something like this: ‘About twenty 
sheep were injured and several 
passed away.’ Oh, well, at least there 
was no reference to ‘multiple sheep’.

ricHard HugHes is a well-known journalist and a 
much loved Jazz pianist. His popular fortnightly 
programme of Jazz music ‘Speakeasy and Swing 
Hard’ can be heard every first and third Sunday at 
12 noon on Fine Music – 102.5. 

language. Which reminds me: 
‘ongoing’ is a ‘continuing’ source of 
anger and irritation.

Is English ‘dying’ or 
‘passing away’?

Which reminds me – do excuse 
me, please, while I ramble on – 
but I haven’t mentioned the almost 
universal usage of ‘passed away’ for 
‘died’. My grandfather, who wasn’t 
a professional writer but who 
was a regular contributor to The 
Age Literary Supplement and who, 
although taken from school when 
he was twelve, wrote better than 
nearly all journalists today, warned 

Ghastly. Could not the writer or 
sub-editor have followed the first 
clause with ‘even though she cannot 
read or write’? But nearly every 
week this clumsy use of ‘despite’ 
mars one or more newspapers. It 
seems as though they have forgotten 
how to use ‘even though’ or 
‘although’.

They seem to have forgotten, 
too, how to deal with the years. Not 
content with writing ‘30 years ago’ 
– instead of ‘thirty years ago’ – they 
must write ‘three decades ago’.

‘Thankfully,’ seems to have 
replaced ‘fortunately’. This is not a 
bad thing in itself but I grimaced 
when I heard this on television 
news: ‘The train driver thankfully 
saw the truck on the level crossing.’ 
To whom did he say ‘thank you’? 

For ‘whom’ the  
Grammarian weeps

I hope that ‘whom’ doesn’t look 
or sound pretentious. It’s correct, 
anyway. I sometimes wonder, 
though, whether it would be better 
to abolish ‘whom’ altogether, even 
though that would give us the 
obviously clumsy ‘for who the bell 
tolls’. I don’t object, when reading, 
to ‘who’ where it should be ‘whom’ 
but ‘whom’ where it should be ‘who’ 
I find excessively exasperating. 
Equally exasperating is this 
misquote: ‘let he who is without sin 
cast the first stone.’ 

Example of ‘whom’ for ‘who’: 
‘Bob Barnard, whom I believe 
is Australia’s greatest trumpeter’. 
Nominative case ‘who’ is subject 
of the clause, not accusative case 
‘whom’. So it should be ‘Bob 
Barnard, who I believe is Australia’s 
greatest trumpeter.’

‘Questioning’ the Usage  
or the Users

‘Question’ can be troublesome 
as a verb. ‘He questioned why the 
police had to intervene.’ No. He 
‘asked’ or ‘wondered’ why the police 
had to intervene. ‘He questioned the 
need for police intervention.’

And so it goes on, this assault 
and battery of the English 

Fundamentalist Islam

MOST NEWCOMERS flocking into Europe as refugees from Iraq 
and Syria and Afghanistan have come seeking a new home, 

free of war and the horrors of sectarian violence. Along with them 
have come war-hardened Islamists, whose concept of Islam has still 
not produced its own viable political models or economic systems. 
They can’t tolerate autonomous public institutions, make no clear 
differentiation between family and the state, admit no equal rights for 
women, and have no concept of separation of religion and the state. 

ISIS’s much publicised barbarism has proved beyond doubt that 
Islamism shows no mercy to Muslims regarded as takfiris i.e. as 
infidels, or non-Muslims; and that the will of the people means nothing if 
not backed by the barrel of a gun, or the sharp edge of a sword or knife 
wielded – allegedly – bi sabil Allah, ‘in the Way of Allah’.

These, among other radicals, have taken the road to Europe. If 
the leaders of the fundamentalists – often self-appointed Imams or 
Emirs – take Shari‘a seriously, then it can be applied only to Muslims. 
Regrettably, favourable references to Jews and Christians in the Qur‘an, 
when they have not been abrogated, have been obeyed more in the 
breach than the observance since the time of Muhammad.1 

Moderate Muslims have as much – or more – reason to fear the 
Islamist ascendency as have non-Muslims. Like the Ottomans who 
never set foot in Europe as conquerors in the sixteenth or subsequent 
centuries, most Islamists come not to convert Europe to Islam, but 
to seize power, to impose Shari’a,  and to own the legendary streets 
paved with gold. 

The U.S. and Australia can vouch for the fact that such impossible 
dreams eventually give way to more realistic ambitions. The intervening 
period, however, will be disillusioning and intensely painful for all 
concerned. 

If the U.S., Germany, the EU, and the rest of the West are to help 
the genuine refugees and the brainwashed young zealots to integrate 
realistically, they need to recover their own focus – both politically and 
religiously – before it is too late to help themselves or the newcomers.

– Paul Stenhouse, msc. See also Annals Australasia 2/2016,  pp.25-31.

1.  e.g. Q 2,62, and 5,69 and 22,17.
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Like Kipling, Belloc refused at first to accept that his son was killed, but clung to the 
hope that he had been taken prisoner.  Within a short time it became all too clear 

that Louis (and indeed the young John Kipling) had been killed in France.

LOUIS JOHN BELLOC
In memoriam

By Tony Evans

H E  o c c a s i o n a l 
v i s i t o r  t o 
W e s t m i n s t e r 
Cathedral -  and 
probably even the 
regular ones too 
- are astonished 

at the vast size and grandeur of 
the interior – the size that, like St 
Peter’s in Rome, is not apparent 
when first approaching the rich 
Byzantine brick and Portland 
stone of the West Front on 
Ashley Place just a short walk 
from Victoria Station.  

The mosaics of the 
interior, as yet far from 
completed, sparkle in the 
light from the dozen or 
more candelabras, and the 
two-tone marble facings 
give a pleasing air of great 
richness.  There is still much 
work to be done but already 
architect Bentley’s great 
masterpiece has provided 
London with a precious 
jewel of a building admired 
and loved by all, irrespective 
of religious beliefs - a site on 
the tourist map that must be 
visited.

     The Cathedral also 
contains many treasures, 
works of art and precious 
artefacts, some seldom on 
view to the general public.  
What cannot be missed however, 
are the huge stone plaques 
depicting the fourteen Stations of 
the Cross - bas reliefs designed 

and sculpted by Eric Gill and now 
attached to the aisle pillars on both 
sides of the nave. 

But it is a much smaller, more 
modest work of art that attracts our 
particular attention today.

Just inside the West Door, turn 
right in the narthex, and there, 
affixed to the wall beside the 
gate to the baptistery, is a statue 

exquisitely carved in dark wood of 
St Christopher in traditional pose 
complete with staff and with the 
Christ-child on his shoulder. 

So modest is it and out of the 
way, that it could easily be missed 
by a visitor more intent on entering 
the nave. Beneath the main statue 
is an engraved brass plate with the 
words:

This statue of St Christopher 
was presented to Westminster 
Cathedral in 1918 by Hilaire 
Belloc in memory of his eldest 
son, Louis John Belloc R.F.C. 

whom he had just seen off 
to France and who was killed 
shortly afterwards. “There was 
no escaping what youth so 
intensely desired”.’

The addition of the 
quotation at the end of the 
bare facts (Belloc quoting 
himself) is a telling clue to 
Louis’ character - a brave 
determined young man  
disregarding his father’s fears 
and rejecting cautious advice; 
Louis was evidently careless 
of the dangers which then 
faced the swashbuckling 
members of the Royal Flying 
Corps - the precursor in 
World War I of the RAF.  “I 
parted from him with a heavy 
heart” wrote Belloc, “but like 
myself at his age there was 
no escaping what youth so 
intensely desires.”   

 A sad parting so many 
times repeated among 
families at that time, and 

remarkably similar to that of Belloc’s 
Sussex near neighbour, the fellow 
writer and poet, Rudyard Kipling.  
Like Kipling, Belloc refused at first 

CatholiC history

Statue of St Christopher, in memory of Louis John Belloc
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to accept that his son was killed, 
but clung to the hope that he had 
been taken prisoner.  Within a short 
time it became all too clear that 
Louis (and indeed the young John 
Kipling) had been killed in France.  

Belloc was devastated.  He had 
lost his beloved wife, Elodie, in 
1914, and now his eldest son. (He 
was to lose his second son, Peter, 
in World War ll).   After Louis’ 
death Belloc “was left desolate and 
despairing.” and ever afterwards 
wore black and kept the doors of 
both his wife’s and his son’s room 
locked.1 

One way of easing the pain was 
to provide memorials to the fallen, 
and this Belloc soon arranged both 
in Westminster Cathedral, as noted 
above, and also 

a plaque placed in the Cathedral 
of Cambrai in northern France near 
where Louis Belloc’s plane had 
crashed.

Louis John, an Old Boy of the 
leading English Catholic Public 
School Downside, first joined the 
Royal Engineers as a Second 
Lieutenant, and served in the 
trenches of the infamous Somme 
offensive.    He applied for a 
transfer to the Royal Flying Corps, 
known among his fellow officers 
as ‘the suicide club’ - well named 
because so great were the losses of 
men and machines that while Louis 
was training back in England, the 
RFC  lost 100 aircraft and 85 men 
at Amiens in one day – its highest 
daily casualty rate of the war.2  

Hilaire Belloc who wrote 
despatches from the Front, and a 
history of the Great War, knew all 
too well the risks his son was taking. 

While Louis was undergoing 
training in aerial gunnery and 
navigation at Turnberry in Ayrshire, 
Scotland, he made a flying visit 
(literally, and probably  against 
general RFC orders) to see Lady 
Carnarvon at her country estate 
near Mansfield, Nottingham.  Lady 
Carnarvon was the mother of one 
of Belloc’s old Oxford friends, the 
writer, A. P. Herbert, and Louis’s 
courtesy visit was doubtless at the 
prompting of his father.  Louis’ 

letter to his hostess thanking her for 
her hospitality survives, and is worth 
quoting in part to show something 
of the character of Louis, and the 
primitive conditions under which 
the RFC pilots flew.  He left the 
dinner party as early as he decently 
could in order to catch the fading 
daylight. Evidently he miscalculated 
the time for his flight back north 
proved more hazardous than he had 
anticipated:

“.....The darkness seemed 
much worse when I got up in 
the air.  The lines (my only 
hope) were completely invisible, 
and my map was so dirty that I  
couldn’t read it at all.  So I went 
blindly on, keeping what was 
left of the sunset  on my left and 
keeping a sharp look-out for the 
River Trent which failed to put 
in an appearance.  Matters were 
beginning to get desperate; I had 
already been flying for 7 minutes 
which meant I was over twelve 
miles away and the River Trent 
had to be crossed somewhere, 
when suddenly I saw a line of 
lakes which turned out to be 
the grounds of Welbeck Abbey, 
over which I had flown about 
ten days previously, so I was 
saved.   Eventually I reached the 
aerodrome at 9.30, made a good 
landing and put the machine to 
bed.  No one saw me so all was 
well,”3

Four weeks after this dare-devil 
incident, Lieutenant Louis John 
Belloc was shot down over France, 
and his distinguished, beloved 
father was mourning his loss. 

His story is commemorated by 
the statue of St Christopher in 
Westminster Cathedral and his 
name included on war memorials in 
France. 

Requiescat in pace.

Tony evans was a producer with the ABC for many 
years and is now a freeelance writer living in the 
U.K. He has published four historical biographies, 
the latest being a biography of the nineteenth 
century Catholic architect William Wardell.   Among 
treasures, designed and built by Wardell, are the 
Catholic Cathedrals of St Patrick in Melbourne, and 
St Mary, in Sydney.

1. A.N.Wilson, Old Thunder, p.210
2. Simon Machin in West Sussex and the Great War Project 

published by  the West Sussex County Council 
3. Ibid.
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Because the Internet is the primary medium for pornography exposure, home 
computers should be located in public spaces (not in a child’s bedroom), and 
equipped with Internet filtering and monitoring software to reduce exposure.

PORN IS HARMLESS? THINK AGAIN
By L. David Perry

O R N O G R A P H Y 
may be  de f ined 
as “the depiction 
of erotic behavior 
(sexual display in 
pictures or writing) 
that  i s  intended 

to cause sexual excitement” in 
the viewer.1 Over the past decade 
there has been a large increase 
in the pornographic material that 
is available to both adults and 
children.

Mainstream pornography use 
has grown common because 
it is accessible, affordable, and 
anonymous. It is 
accessible because 
it is just a few 
keystrokes away 
on the Internet. 
It is affordable 
because many 
online sites offer 
free pornography 
to lure viewers to 
their web sites. Other sites simply 
post third-party videos and do not 
charge the viewer for web traffic. 
It is anonymous because it can be 
viewed in the privacy of a person’s 
home. There is no longer a need to 
visit an adult book store or the local 
XXX theatre.

While the exact amount of 
revenue that the pornography 
industry generates in this country 
is unclear, the Internet filtering 
service Covenant Eyes estimates 
the 2012 US revenue to be around 
US$8 billion.2 It is estimated that 
since 2007, revenue has declined 
by 50%3, but this decline is likely 

due to the availability of more free 
online pornography and not to a 
total decline in pornography usage. 
In 2008, the Internet and marketing 
firm Hitwise reported that globally 
40,634 web sites distributed 
pornography.4

Who consumes pornography

A 2014 Barna Group survey 
revealed the following demographic 
data regarding pornography use by 
American adults:5

Demographic data is similar 
among younger age groups. A 
2008 article in the Journal of 

Adolescent Research revealed that 
67% of young men and 49% of 
young women found pornography 
acceptable.6 Pornography exposure 
for children and adolescents has 
become almost ubiquitous. In a 
2010 survey of English students 
between 14 to 16 years old, almost 
one-third claimed that their first 
exposure to Internet pornography 
was at 10 years old or younger.7 In 
a 2011 survey, 31% of adolescent 
boys admitted visiting web sites 
that were intended as Adult Only.8

A large survey of American 
young people revealed that 51% of 

males and 32% of females claimed 
to have viewed pornography for 
the first time before they were 13 
years old.9 In a 2012 Australian 
study of pornography use, men who 
were frequent pornography users 
said that their first exposure was 
between the ages of 11 to 13 years 
old.10

Similar findings were recorded 
in a 2009 study in the Journal of 
Adolescent Health which found that 
85% of adolescent males and 50% 
of adolescent females had been 
exposed to pornographic material.11

Clearly, pornography has 
become pervasive 
throughout modern 
American society. 
Research, however, 
is only beginning to 
delineate its impact 
upon children, 
adolescents, and 
adults.

Grade school 
children are 

sometimes exposed to pornography 
accidentally when they view 
material on the Internet.12 They 
may also come into contact 
with a parent’s or close adult’s 
pornographic material.13 Sexual 
predators have purposefully 
exposed young children to 
pornography for the purpose of 
grooming the children for sexual 
exploitation.14

Pornography exposure at 
these young ages often results in 
anxiety for the child.15 Children 
also report feelings of disgust, 
shock, embarrassment, anger, 

PornograPhy and Family breakdoWn

Pornography Viewing by men 18-30 31-49 50-68
at least once a week 63% 38% 25%
at least once a month 79% 67% 49%

Pornography Viewing by women 18-30 31-49 50-68
at least once a week 19% 8% 0%
at least once a month 34% 16% 5%
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fear, and sadness after viewing 
pornography.16 These children 
can suffer all of the symptoms 
of anxiety and depression. They 
may become obsessed with acting 
out adult sexual acts that they 
have seen, and this can be very 
disruptive and disturbing to the 
child’s peers who witness or are 
victimized by this behaviour. 
Children under 12 years old who 
have viewed pornography are 
statistically more likely to sexually 
assault their peers.17 In sum, 
children exposed to pornographic 
material are at risk for a broad 
range of maladaptive behaviors and 
psychopathology.

Effects of pornography 
exposure and use

The effects of pornography 
exposure upon older adolescents 
and young adults were recorded 
in a series of studies conducted by 
Dolf Zillman and 
Jennings Bryant in 
the 1980s. There are 
several factors that 
make the Zillman/
Bryant studies 
noteworthy. First, 
they were controlled 
randomized studies 
dealing with 
objective exposure 
to pornographic 
material, as opposed 
to convenience 
sample surveys 
about pornography 
exposure and 
attitudes. Second, 
they were conducted before the 
age of Internet pornography, so 
the participants would likely have 
had less exposure to pornography 
compared to the average young 
adult today.

These studies involved recruiting 
college students and non-college 
students from the community. 
Subjects in the experimental group 
viewed pornographic material 
for a period of six weeks, while 
the control group was exposed to 
more common movie and television 
content over the same period 

of time. Afterwards, participants 
were asked a series of questions to 
evaluate their attitudes regarding 
relationship and family issues.18

The following observations 
were noted regarding young adults 
exposed to pornography compared 
to the control group:19, 20

• Male subjects demonstrated 
increased callousness toward 
women.

• Subjects considered the 
crime of rape less serious.

• Subjects were more 
accepting of non-marital 
sexual activity and non-coital 
sexual practices such as oral 
and anal sex.

• Subjects became more 
interested in more extreme 
and deviant forms of 
pornography.

• Subjects were more likely 
to say they were dissatisfied 
with their sexual partner.

• Subjects were more 
accepting of sexual infidelity 
in a relationship.

• Subjects valued marriage 
less and were twice as likely 
to believe marriage may 
become obsolete.

• Men experienced a 
decreased desire for 
children, and women 
experienced a decreased 
desire to have a daughter.

• Subjects showed a greater 
acceptance of female 
promiscuity.

There is evidence that society’s 
acceptance of pornography creates 
unique problems for women. The 
use of pornography can result in 
violent and sexually aggressive 
attitudes towards women. Men 
who consume pornography are 
more likely to adopt rape myth 
ideology, which is that women 
cause rape or actually enjoy rape or 
sexual assault.21, 22 There is strong 
evidence that exposure to violent 
pornography is associated with 
sexually aggressive behaviors in 
both adolescent23 and adult males.24 
It is common for pornographic 
movies to portray male vs female 
verbal and physical aggression as 
well as sexual acts that are overtly 
degrading to women.25

For young people, viewing 
sexually explicit web sites increased 
the likelihood of having more than 
one sexual partner in the last three 
months and for using alcohol and 

drugs during sexual 
activity.26 The recent 
phenomenon of 
teenage sexting 
(the sending of 
sexually explicit 
photos, images, 
text messages or 
emails using a 
mobile device) 
has been linked 
with pornography 
exposure.27 For 
women, viewing 
pornography may 
result in sexual 
manipulation by 
a male partner. 

This is evident by the increased 
participation in anal sex by women 
who have viewed pornography 
despite the data that the majority 
of women consider anal sex 
unpleasant.28

Porrnography and  
Brain damage

Internet pornography addiction 
is an emerging issue that 
neuroscientists are just beginning 
to study. A recent primary research 
article in JAMA Psychiatry shows 
that pornography consumption is 
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pornography must never be used 
as a tool to teach children human 
sexuality.

For older adolescents and young 
adults, pornography teaches a 
false narrative regarding human 
sexuality and how men and women 
form healthy sexual relationships. 
This makes it more difficult for 
young men and women to form 
authentic, stable relationships. 
For parents, pornography is 
divisive, resulting in a decreased 
quality of marriage and increasing 
the likelihood of divorce and 
separation which has been well 
documented to be harmful to 
children.

Pediatricians should be equipped 
to discuss with parents both how 
and why to prevent pornography 
exposure for both children and 
parents. Because the Internet is the 
primary medium for pornography 
exposure, home computers should 
be located in public spaces 
(not in a child’s bedroom), and 
equipped with Internet filtering 
and monitoring software to reduce 
exposure. There are a variety of 
parental controls and filtering 
systems available to parents, and 
some current software vendors 
offer filtering and monitoring 
of smart phones which are now 
the primary technology used by 
adolescents to access the Internet.

Also, there are software services 
which offer the ability to create 
accountability partnerships so as 
to increase the success of breaking 
free from pornography addiction. 
Pediatricians and pediatric 
healthcare providers should 
understand the negative impact that 
widespread use of pornography 
is having on today’s children and 
their parents and how they can 
help stop this destructive influence 
on the family.

l. david Perry, Md, fcP, is a paediatrician in 
Knoxville, Tennessee. This essay has been repub-
lished with the permission of the American College 
of Pediatricians, a national medical association of 
licensed physicians and healthcare professionals 
who specialize in the care of infants, children, and 
adolescents, and MercatorNet.com. Footnotes indi-
cated in this article may be viewed at  http://www.
mercatornet.com/articles/view/porn-is-harmless-
think-again/17075

The use of pornography in 
the context of the marriage is 
largely confined to the husband; 
the wife being an occasional 
co-participant, reluctantly 
accepting the pornography use 
or being completely unaware of 
the husband’s personal use of 
pornography.35

Women who have husbands 
or male partners who view 
pornography feel betrayed. 
Women see pornography as a 
form of sexual objectification 
of women. When women view 
the pornography their partners 
are viewing they can develop 
a lower self-esteem, feelings of 
inadequacy, and begin to feel 
sexually undesirable.36 The more a 
woman perceives her husband or 
boyfriend using pornography, the 
more negative the woman rates 
her relationship in general and the 
lower she rates her overall sexual 
satisfaction.37

This occurs because a 
significant percentage of male 
pornography viewers will develop 
a preference for the fantasy world 
of pornography over actual sexual 
activity with their partners.38 
Pornography can reinforce the 
concept of physical domination of 
the man over the woman and can 
increase aggressive and violent 
behaviors against women.39, 40 In 
2002, the American Academy of 
Matrimonial Lawyers reported that 
56 percent of all divorces involved 
one party having an obsessive 
interest in pornographic web sites.41 
Men who use pornography and 
women who accept pornography 
are more likely to accept marital 
infidelity and cohabitation42 which 
ultimately destabilizes families.

Conclusion

Children suffer many negative 
effects due to modern society’s 
exposure to and acceptance of 
pornography. These negative 
effects include mental disturbance 
and unrest for the young school 
age child, including acting out 
and violent behaviour. Because 
of its harmfulness to children, 

associated with decreased brain 
volume in the right striatum, 
decreased left striatum activation, 
and lower functional connectivity to 
the prefrontal cortex.29 The article 
showed that high pornography 
consumption is associated with 
smaller grey matter volume in the 
viewers, and is associated with 
down-regulation of the brain’s 
response to erotic material.

These neural changes in the 
brains of pornography users do not 
prove causation but they are similar 
to the changes seen in brains of 
individuals addicted to cocaine, 
alcohol, and methamphetamines, 
and this association is one more 
way regular pornography use 
mirrors the use of addictive drugs.30

This scientific data is consistent 
with the observed findings 
in a 2012 Australian study of 
pornography showing 20 percent 
of regular pornography users 
preferred the excitement of viewing 
pornography over being sexually 
intimate with a real person.31 The 
observation that male pornography 
users become addicted to their 
cyber-sexual activity and lose 
interest in actual women has 
obvious deleterious effects on 
relationships and society at large.

Pornography use by adolescents 
and young adults often leads to a 
distorted view of sexuality and its 
role in fostering healthy personal 
relationships. These distortions 
include the overestimation of the 
prevalence of sexual activity in 
the community, the belief that 
sexual promiscuity is normal, and 
the belief that sexual abstinence 
is unhealthy.32 These perspectives 
are likely to make it more difficult 
for young people to form lasting, 
meaningful relationships with the 
opposite sex, which will ultimately 
result in more anxiety, depression, 
and overall life dissatisfaction.33

Pornography has a negative 
effect on marriage and long 
term cohabitating couples, 
making them more vulnerable 
to divorce or dissolution, and 
this in turn has negative health 
effects for the children involved.34 
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MEDIA MATTERS
By jaMes Murray

Iced apology

Falling through metaphors is a constant 
hazard.  Your correspondent did in the last 
issue when he wrote of the Treasurer Scott 
Morrison skating on thin ice in relation to 
decisions by the Reserve Bank’s ‘Glenn King’. 
Oops. That should have been ‘Stevens’. 

Mitigation plea: only recently your 
correspondent learnt that Stevens plays the 
guitar and confused him 
with blues guitarist-singer 
BB King whose hit, There 
Must be a Better World 
Somewhere, could serve 
as the Stevens retirement 
song.

Process shift

Win, lose or a hung 
parliament, the Liberal 
Party should look to 
reforming its leader 
selection process as the 
Labor Party has already 
done.  Call it ‘The Rudd 
Shift’ in honour of Kevin 
of that ilk who ensured 
that no Labor leader 
could be ousted in a 
coup de caucus as he 
was, the consequences 
being loss of continuity, 
the encumbrance of dubious co-conspirators 
and a premature campaign to achieve a new 
leader mandate. 

Without ‘The Rudd Shift’ Opposition 
Leader Bill Shorten would not be 
challenging Prime Minister Malcolm 
Turnbull.  On his early poll and 
parliamentary showings, he would have been 
replaced by Anthony Albanese.

Liberal reform would be a matter for the 
parliamentary party room; political poetry 
would be created if Tony Abbott opened 
discussions and Malcolm Turnbull closed 

them, both perhaps finding ground for regret. 
Touchy difference: any Liberal version of 

‘The Rudd Shift” would need to take account 
of its coalition partner, the National Party.

Still hoping to be drafted as UN general 
secretary, Kevin Rudd should add PLS – 
Party Leadership Stabilisation – to his CV; any 
number of UN member states would benefit. 

Gee up

That swaybacked 
political nag, ‘class war’, 
has been rescued from 
the knackery for an 
election trot in harness 
with ‘politics of envy’ 
rather than ‘politics 
of avarice’.  Which is 
not to say there isn’t a 
class war.  But it isn’t 
the capitalist versus 
worker version, it’s the 
political class versus the 
rest, discernable in the 
behaviour of politicians 
of all parties and none 
who fail to practise what 
they legislate or covertly 
practise what they oppose.

Theirs is the Realm of 
Fudge where negative 
gearing of properties 

acquired with overnight allowances is an 
option and unsourced election contributions 
the way to win.  Naming individuals would 
be invidious, the flimflam is endemic among 
the political class at local, state and federal 
levels. 

Nor is it peculiar to Australasia.  The 
Yugoslav political-philosopher Milovan 
Djilas described it in The New Class.  The 
Soviet nomenklatura was one of its greatest 
flowerings and demonstrated that the 
political class is not simply composed of 
elected politicians but of politicians-in-

The 
Subjectivist

HE IS not challenging his 
opponent, not arguing, 

not debating. He is only 
‘sharing his feelings.’ ‘I feel 
well’ does not contradict or 
refute your statement ‘But I 
feel sick’. Subjectivism is not 
an ‘ism,’ not a philosophy. It 
does not rise to the level of 
deserving our attention or 
refutation. Its claim is like ‘I 
itch,’ not ‘I know.’

– See Peter Kreeft and Ronald Tacelli, 
Handbook of Christian Apologetics, IVP 

Academic, 1994, p.372.
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waiting, chiefs of staff, sundry minders and 
baggage carriers.   

Their motto: Don’t do as we do, do as we say.

Showbiz snowbiz

Always intriguing to monitor which 
overseas stories get local coverage.  The 
Australian carried a full page (syndicated 
from The Sunday Times) on Hollywood 
paedophilia, citing evidence from the likes of 
Elijah Wood and naming names, all the more 
commendable in that the chief proprietor of 
both newspapers is Rupert Murdoch also a 
Hollywood mogul.  Fairfax Media it must be 
added gave the story a subsequent third of a 
page. 

More generally, however, there were no 
resounding local radio or TV follow-ups, 
particularly of the angle 
that the Oscar-winning 
Spotlight covered 
paedophilia within 
the Boston Catholic 
archdiocese, the script 
carrying a line about 
the need to destroy ‘the 
system.’

Wearing his re- 
viewer goggles, your 
correspondent pointed 
out that there is not 
a system but a moral 
problem akin to a 
metastasising cancer and 
that the Boston Globe 
investigative team got the 
tip of the iceberg but the 
unseen part remains.

Many of those in 
the Academy Awards 
audience would have 
had to be aware of the 
long, continuing abuse in 
Hollywood.  No one stood up in protest.  

The Royal Commissioner into institutional 
response to child sex abuse, Mr Justice 
Peter McClellan, is surely too wise a jurist to 
restrict himself to such a tip of the iceberg 
spotlight.

Seriouser and seriouser

The term ‘Snoozefest’ did not sum up your 
correspondent’s reaction to the first ABC 
debate between Malcolm Turnbull and Bill 

Shorten.  Okay it was not dynamic in the 
style of a Marvel comic and the backdrop had 
a bilious tinge.  

But the principal interviewers Laura Tingle 
and Andrew Probyn put pertinent questions 
though not the one your correspondent 
wanted them to ask Turnbull: are your 
Bigbiz tax breaks an offset to payment of the 
due   corporate rate or are they like bribes 
to naughty children to get them to behave in 
public? 

Occasionally the host Chris Uhlmann did 
look as if he were wondering how to edit the 
show into another political-class thriller with 
his co-author Steve Lewis.

The ABC’s own Barry Cassidy was 
derisory, saying that the debate format made 
Turnbull and Shorten wooden because the 

questions did not come 
from ordinary people but 
journalists making it like a 
press conference. 

Was this a subtle hint 
to his new, digital-ace 
boss Michelle Guthrie 
that she should sideline 
him and get ordinary 
people to ask politicians 
questions on Insiders?  
Or displace Tony Jones, 
Q &A’s first fiddler/
conductor who tends to 
ask more questions than 
ordinary people in the 
audience?   

Vox pop TV, it has 
a ring to it reminiscent 
of the great mediaeval 
dictum, Vox populi, vox Dei 
– the voice of the people 
is the voice of God.

Ordinary people might 
well ask politicians how 

they balance the family budget since some 
earned more money before volunteering 
for politics and others claim they could be 
earning more outside of politics. 

We’re talking basic questions on matters 
similar to being able to afford Vegemite 
on discount bread not high-end negative 
gearing, et cetera: e.g., have you ever taken 
office teabags home so that you and your 
partner could have a bedtime cuppa after you 
used a wad of cab dockets to hire a chopper? 

Galileo  

JESUIT ASTRONOMERS 
also confirmed the 

‘earthly’ nature of the moon, 
the existence of sunspots, 
and the fact that comets 
moved in outer space, 
beyond the moon. This 
meant the abandonment of 
the Aristotelian doctrine of 
the perfect and unchange-
able nature of the celes-
tial spheres. … They 
praised and feted Galileo, 
whom they knew to be a 
Copernican.  

- Arthur Koestler, The Sleepwalkers: A 
History of Man’s Changing Vision of the 
Universe, Hutchinson of London, 1961, 

p.427.
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Dream duo

Yet to be contracted to tele-interview 
Turnbull and Shorten are the ABC+ stars 
Annabel Crabb and David Marr, respectively 
authors of Stop at Nothing: The Life and 
Adventures of Malcolm Turnbull and Faction 
Man: Bill Shorten’s Pursuit of Power.

Their essays (Black Inc, $22.95) are 
across their subjects more fully than bulkier 
electoral tomes, though not entirely free of 
the digital equivalent of scissors and Clag.

Crabb maintains the Little Red Riding 
Hood charm that enables her to visit 
politicians to let us see them get egg or 
vinaigrette on their 
faces.  She leaves the 
impression of being a 
Turnbull friend, able 
to balance matters 
usually avoided against 
resounding triumphs.

Marr comes on like 
Jack the Giant Killer 
of politicians including 
Kevin Rudd and Tony 
Abbott.  Indeed Abbott 
still challenges Marr.  
On the first page of 
his essay, he writes: ‘In 
the shadow of Malcolm 
Turnbull’s victory, 
Shorten cut the sort of 
figure Abbott had in 
office: one who seems 
not quite made for 
today’s Australia.  The 
deposed leader carried 
with him a whiff of the 
Cold War and Catholic 
hellfire, Shorten of the 
dying world of trade 
unions.’

No first-page mention of Shorten’s having 
been raised a Catholic let alone hellfire.  Nor 
is there any whiff from the other first-page 
Catholic, Turnbull. Marr writes, ‘As Turnbull 
bestrode Canberra in the spring of 2015 
revelling in his power, he presented the 
face of modern man ready to lead a modern 
country.’ 

As for the other first-page Catholic, 
Paul Bongiorno, not even a multicultural 
reference to Dante’s Inferno. 

Crabb is almost as phobic as Marr about 
the word Catholic.  She does not apply it 
to Turnbull himself nor to his matrilineal 
forebear, George Lansbury, a British Labour 
leader when the party was said to be more 
Methodist than Marxist, preferring to confine 
herself to an oy-oy-oy-ish account of his 
disillusionment with Australia.

Given that this is Crabb’s second Turnbull 
essay, it might have been better had she 
been assigned to interview Shorten, and 
Marr to interview Turnbull with whom he 
shared the experience of law studies and 
student writing, but meeting Patrick White, 
not Neville Wran and Kerry Packer, went 

for literature rather than 
commerce.  

 Marr lists a support 
team, Crabb does not 
appear to have had 
one; both give a sense 
of coping with shifting 
deadline, the mark of high 
calibre journalists; there’s 
also a sense of their 
marking time for greater 
work: Marr’s could be his 
opus on Lionel Murphy; 
Crabb’s possibly a comic 
period novel located 
at her alma mater the 
Wilderness school in posh 
Medindie, South Australia.  

Your correspondent’s 
source there revealed a 
trove of old, foundational 
lore: the school was 
set up by four maiden 
ladies, one of whom 
became demented and 
had to be pursued down 
the driveway by pupils.  

Sausages were delivered on Mondays but 
not served until Fridays.  The school was 
non-denominational but pupils went to an 
Anglican Church twice on Sundays.  

Marvellous: the stuff of a work like the 
Stella Gibbons classic, Cold Comfort Farm.

Recovery too far 

Out now: Nine Entertainment’s internal 
report on the 60 Minutes botched recovery of 
Sally Faulkner’s children from their father Ali 
Elamine in Beirut. 

Science not 
enough

LET BENTHAMISM reign, 
if men have no aspira-

tions; but do not tell them 
to be romantic, and then 
solace them with glory; do not 
attempt by philosophy what 
once was done by religion. 
The ascendancy of Faith 
may be impracticable, but the 
reign of Knowledge is incom-
prehensible. The problem for 
statesmen of this age is how 
to educate the masses, and 
literature and science cannot 
give the solution.
– Blessed John Henry Cardinal Newman, 
An Essay in aid of a Grammar of Assent, 
New York, Image Books, 1955, pp.88-89.
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Most importantly the report is a lesson to 
all media that the kind of instant response 
they seek from politicians, businessmen and 
clergy cannot always be prudently given to 
catch the 24/7 news cycle.

Commenting on the report (where else 
but on 60 Minutes?) Gerald Stone inaugural 
show producer and the report’s lead author 
repeated the phrase, ‘greatest misadventure’, 
a cool, subliminal Boys Own touch. 

He neglected a key factor within his 
knowledge: Nine has been through the 
Equity Fund mill, a mill that counts every 
bean and grinds them small. During the days 
of Kerry Packer (with whom Stone had a 
risky Timor adventure) costs were not micro-
managed.  Thus there was no need to go for 
the cheaper option as 
appears to have been 
the case with the 
misadventure.  

Stone and his 
co-authors David 
Hurley and in-house 
counsel Rachel 
Launders were at their 
best in recommending 
that no one be fired.  
Their best was not 
good enough for chief 
executive Hugh Marks 
who obliged the story 
producer Stephen Rice 
to take the solo fall 
(possibly with a gilded 
parachute).  

Overall it might 
have been better 
had Nine followed 
company law and its 
chairman ex-Treasurer 
Peter Costello QC 
taken charge as he 
would were a  misadventure to befall the 
Future Fund of which he also has care. 

His first call might well have been to 
Jacquelin Magnay; her on the ground reports 
in The Australian demonstrated print’s 
superiority over television in reporting 
complicated matters.

By agreeing to an interim settlement 
to get its own crew and Sally Faulkner a 
jail-free card Nine broke the convention 

of no payment in fraught circumstances 
which continue for their contractor Adam 
Whittington and his pick-up team still jailed 
in Beirut. 

Inflated amounts will become an element 
in such cases, and Nine set a high base, 
paying a reported $500,000 to Elamine.  And 
there will be other cases as long as ex-special 
forces personnel (authentic or self-described) 
can be hired for the legally dubious recovery 
of children caught between parents living 
under different national laws. 

Child custody disputes go back to 
Solomon (961-922BC).  His verdict was 
extreme yet wise; essentially it compelled a 
resolution that had the child’s best interests 
at heart. 

Ideally, the matter 
should have been left to 
Australia’s diplomats under 
media pressure to negotiate 
Faulkner’s Australian Court 
order on the basis that a 
Lebanese Court would 
expect its orders to be 
respected. 

The misadventure should 
be seen in the context that 
Nine, with other networks, 
has received substantial cuts 
in government licence fees at 
a time when every revenue 
dollar is needed.  Lobbyists 
no doubt urged profit falls 
due to new media. 

There is, of course, a 
policy that would produce 
more revenue.  It’s a 
pragmatic Thatcherite policy 
that Costello, seller of the 
nation’s gold reserves, 
would endorse: auction the 
commercial TV licences. 

Long pilgrimage

Reports of Muslim refugees converting 
to Christianity tend to imply convenience.  
Rather it is a reversion; according to Acts 
(Chpt 2. Verse 11, Douai version) Arabians 
were among those who heard the wonderful 
words of God, preached by Christ’s Apostles.     

© Austral-Media Pty Ltd 2016.

News

THE MOST influential 
journalists understood 

that news is rarely news 
in the sense of being 
undisputed facts about 
people or policy, but news in 
the sense that it’s a product 
made by reporters, editors, 
and producers. They knew 
that news is about facts, but 
that it fundamentally reflects 
editorial judgments about 
whether particular facts are 
“news,” and if they are, what 
the news means and what 
its consequences may be. 

– The Collapse of Big Media, by Terry 
Eastland. See the Spring 2005 edition of 

The Wilson Quarterly.
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Saudi Arabia … supported and co-funded Iraq leader Saddam Hussein’s 
eight-year long war against Iran in the 1980s –  the 20th century’s longest 

conventional war in which up to one million people were killed.

SAUDI ARABIA USES SOCCER 
TO ISOLATE IRAN

By James M. Dorsey

AUDI ARABIA is 
using soccer and 
i ts  inf luence in 
the Asian Football 
C o n f e d e r a t i o n 
(AFC) to expand 
i t s  c a m p a i g n 

to isolate Iran, complicate Iran’s 
return to the international fold in 
the wake of the nuclear agreement, 
strengthen Iranian hardliners 
in advance of next month’s 
crucial elections in the Islamic 
republic, and deflect attention 
from mounting criticism of the 
kingdom’s human rights record.

The campaign in the wake of 
this month’s execution of 47 people 
including Shiite cleric Sheikh Nimr 
al Nimr, a fierce opponent of the 
ruling Al Saud family, sparked an 
international outcry, a rupture in 
diplomatic relations between Saudi 
Arabia and Iran, and a Saudi effort 
to rally the Arab and Muslim world 
against the Islamic republic.

Iran had long warned that 
it would react strongly to the 
execution of Mr. Al-Nimr. His 
execution along with a large 
number of Al Qaeda operatives, 
was designed to spark a crisis with 
Iran on the eve of the lifting of 
international sanctions in the wake 
of the international community’s 
nuclear agreement with Iran and 
in the advance of the Iranian 
elections. 

Iran goes to the polls next 
month in parliamentary elections 
that constitute a test of strength of 

hard line opposition to President 
Hassan Rouhani’s attempts to 
return the Islamic republic to 
the international community and 
get international sanctions lifted. 
Iran will also be electing a new 
Assembly of Experts, the council 
likely to eventually appoint a 
successor to Iranian spiritual leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.

A refusal by some of Saudi 
Arabia’s most prominent soccer 
clubs, several of which are headed 
by members of the kingdom’s 
ruling family, to play 2016 
Asian Championship League 
matches serves to reinforce Saudi 
Arabia’s effort to portray Iran as 
a revolutionary, dangerous and 
unstable state. 

The clubs argued in the wake 
of the storming earlier this month 

of the Saudi embassy in Tehran 
that Iran would not be able to 
guarantee the safety of Saudi 
teams. They said they were urging 
the SAFF to persuade the AFC 
to move their matches to neutral 
values.

“If Iran is unable to protect 
embassies, how will it protect 
stadiums? We demand that the 
Saudi and Iranian teams play in a 
neutral country,” tweeted Saudia 
Arabian Football Federation 
(SAFF) vice president Muhammad 
Al-Nuwaiser. A Saudi sports 
program reported that the SAFF 
had “opened an Iranian terrorism 
file.”

Prince ‘Abd Al-Rahman bin 
Musa’id, the former president 
of Al-Hilal SC, one of the clubs 
refusing to play in Iran, called 
on clubs in other Gulf states to 
follow the example of their Saudi 
counterparts on the grounds that 
“we cannot guarantee the safety 
of our sons while in that enemy 
country.”

Fellow Gulf Cooperation 
Council members Kuwait and 
Bahrain followed Saudi Arabia in 
breaking off diplomatic relations 
with Iran while the United Arab 
Emirates said it had downgraded 
its ties to the Islamic Republic.

In a statement, the AFC said it 
was monitoring the situation and 
would make decisions on the basis 
of its regulations. A SAFF request 
would put AFC President Salman 
Bin Ebrahim Al Khalifa, who is 

not Playing the game

Annals readers will note that 
this article was written before 
the recent Iranian elections 
that saw President Rouhani 
and moderate candidates 
sweep the field; and before 
the bid of Asian Football 
Confederation President 
Salman Bin Ebrahim Al 
Khalifa of Bahrain to become 
the head of troubled world 
soccer body FIFA, failed. We 
reprint it because it shows the 
extent to which international 
sport may be exploited in the 
interests of regional politics 
by despotic regimes. Ed.



ANNALS AUSTRALASIA  39  JUNE 2016

campaigning to become the head 
of troubled world soccer body 
FIFA, in a bind. 

A member of the ruling family 
of Bahrain that has long accused 
Iran of meddling in its internal 
affairs and has Saudi troops station 
on the island kingdom ever since 
they were called in to help brutally 
squash a popular uprising in 2011, 
would find it difficult to reject a 
Saudi request.

To be sure, Saudi-Iranian 
confrontations on soccer pitches 
have frequently been tense 
encounters with both sides 
blaming the other and lodging 
official complaints. Nonetheless, 
the use of soccer in the two 
countries’ long-standing dispute 
comes at a moment that Saudi 
Arabia projects Iran as posing an 
existential threat to the kingdom.

In many ways Iran is, even 
if Saudi Arabia has sought to 
camouflage the real threat by 
framing it in terms of Iranian 
support for terrorism, attempts to 
topple conservative Arab monarchs 
and Tehran’s support for the 
regime of Syrian President Bashar 
al-Assad. 

Underlying the Saudi campaign 
is however a far deeper concern 
that the kingdom has harboured 
since the Iranian revolution that 
in 1979 toppled the Shah of Iran. 
The revolution produced a regime 
that was not only revolutionary 
but offered an alternative model of 
Islamic government that involved 
a degree of popular sovereignty as 

opposed to Saudi Arabia’s absolute 
monarchy.

The danger that Iran represents 
is compounded by the fact that 
Iran within a number of years of 
the lifting of international sanctions 
would challenge Saudi regional 
dominance. With a population 
of 80 million, huge oil reserves, 
an industrial base, geo-strategic 
location, a battle-hardened military, 
and a long civilizational history, 
Iran would be fielding assets Saudi 
Arabia would find hard to compete 
with.

As a result, Saudi Arabia has 
long waged a covert war against 
Iran. It has pumped billions of 
dollars into the propagation 
of Wahhabism, its puritan 
interpretation of Islam, in a bid 
to garner influence in Muslim 
communities across the globe 
and counter any appeal Iran’s 
revolution may have. 

Saudi Arabia also supported 
and co-funded Iraq leader Saddam 
Hussein’s eight-year long war 
against Iran in the 1980s, the 20th 
century’s longest conventional war 
in which up to one million people 
were killed.

In a continuation of Saudi 
Arabia’s campaign against Iran, 
the kingdom now appears bent on 
delaying, if not preventing, Iran’s 
return to the international fold for 
as long as possible. The refusal of 
the Saudi clubs to play on Iranian 
soil is part of that bid.

“We don’t want Tehran,” said a 
headline in Al Riyadiyya, a Saudi 
sports newspaper. Referring to 
past incidents during Saudi-
Iranian matches, columnist Fahd 
Al-Roqi charged that Iranians were 
“motivated…by a Persian-Safavid 
hatred of the Arabs, especially 
of the people of the Arabian 
Peninsula and the Gulf.”

Iranian hostility was evident in 
stadia where Iranian fans shouted 
“political, sectarian, and religious 
slogans offensive to our religious 
leaders and our rulers... and 
performed (Shi’ite) religious rites 
in the stands,” Mr. Al-Roqi said in a 
reflection of Wahhabi ideology that 
views Shiites, the majority of Iran’s 
population, as heretics.

James M. Dorsey is a senior fellow at the S. 
Rajaratnam School of International Studies, 
co-director of the University of Wuerzburg’s 
Institute for Fan Culture, a syndicated columnist, 
and the author of The Turbulent World of Middle 
East Soccer blog and a forthcoming book with the 
same title. Reprinted with permission.

Did they?

DID THE US consider before they invaded Afghanistan in 2002 that 
the Russians lost their war there because it was not just a war of 

liberation or resistance; it was also a jihad, and a modern revolutionary war 
to establish an Islamic State?

… Without organisation, a political party, or instructions from a central 
authority, a general insurrection conducted under the slogans of  ‘Allahu 
Akbar’ and ‘Long Live Islam’ liberated two thirds of the Afghan territory from 
a Soviet backed government, during the period from the summer of 1978 to 
the autumn of 1979. Direct Western involvement in training the mujahidun, 
didn’t commence until 1986.

See: Fundamentalisms and the State, ed. Martin E. Marty and R. Scott 
Appleby, University of Chicago Press, 1993, ‘Afghanistan: An Islamic 

war of resistance,’ by Olivier Roy, p.492. See also p.496.

Wahhabi Spokesman

SOME TIME before 9/11, Prince Bandar bin Sultan, once the 
powerful Saudi ambassador in Washington and head of Saudi 

intelligence until a few months ago, had a revealing and ominous 
conversation with the head of the British Secret Intelligence 
Service, MI6, Sir Richard Dearlove. Prince Bandar told him: ‘The 
time is not far off in the Middle East, Richard, when it will be literally 
“God help the Shia”. More than a billion Sunnis have simply had 
enough of them.’ 

- Patrick Cockburn, ‘Iraq Crisis: How Saudi Arabia helped ISIS Take 
over the north of the country,’ Independent, July 13, 2014.
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moviesGod Willing 
(Se Dio vuole)

Difficult to review director 
Edoardo Falcone and his co-writer 
Marco Martini’s family comedy of 
manners and morals. 

Not because it’s clumsy (brutto?).  
On the contrary, Falcone and Martini  
juggle the elements of the zeitgeist 
so cleverly that details would tend to 
damage their subtlety. 

Their protagonist Tommaso 
(Marco Giallini) is a successful 
cardiac surgeon who needs 
a kindness transplant; he is 
authoritarian to his staff and offhand 
with his wife Carla (Laura Morante) 
and his daughter Bianca (Ilaria 
Spada). 

His stern attitude to his son 
Andrea (Enrico Oetiker) is modified 
by his pride in the latter’s aim of 
following him into medicine.

When Andrea starts behaving 
uncharacteristically, Tommaso and 
Carla are unfazed in their coolness 
since in differing degrees they are 
living la dolce vita updated, on his 
part with rampant atheism, on hers 
with a loss of idealism.

Enter the link to Andrea’s 
behaviour, the antagonist, Pietro 
(Allessandro Gassmann), an ex-jail-
bird priest whom Tommaso decides 
to meet and outwit by taking on a 
new identity.  

The outcome is startling.  
What else could it be?  It is also 
Franciscan; Falcone and Martini are 
in the line of the jongleur de Dieu – 
the friar juggler who performed in 
church because it was the best thing 
he could do.        

All this in under 90 minutes, 
rare in today’s cinema where length 
seems to be calculated on the basis 
of maximum consumption of pricey 
popcorn and obesity fizz from the 
candy bar.  

PGHHHHSFFV,

The Meddler

Writer/director Lorene Scafaria’s 
title is too harsh for a romance, 
her main character being Marnie, a 
widow mourning her husband who 
left her prosperous enough to help 
others.

Rightly Susan Sarandon plays 
Marnie’s solicitude con amore in 
relation to those she meets: her 

career-intent daughter Lori (Rose 
Byrne) whose love life has gone 
bung, a friend of Lori’s about to 
be married, a brace of African 
Americans.  

Resolution comes in the unlikely 
guise of an ex-cop who keeps 
chooks.  It says a lot for JK Simmons 
in the part that he convinces despite 
a moustache that looks old enough 
to have been pilfered from a cop of 
the Keystone kind.  

For your reviewer, the comedy’s 
most sizzling moments involved 
butter kissing a hot frying pan in a 
sequence showing a different way to 
fry an egg along with bread.  Over-
editing, however, means failure to 
make clear the bread should be fried 
one side and then flipped before the 
egg is broken into a pre-cut hole. 

 Almost as enjoyable as the movie.
MHHHHSFFV.

Hunt for the Wilderpeople 

Based on Barry Crump’s Wild 
Pork and Water Cress, filmmaker Taika 
Waititi’s comedy thriller is rude in 
the better sense, meaning rough and 
ready like all adventure stories from 
Coral Island onwards. 

City delinquent Ricki (Julian 
Dennison) is a beefy, not a fat, kid, 
one of those youngsters who grow 
up to be All Blacks; he is fostered 
by country folk, kindly Aunt Bella 
(Rima Ti Wiata) and cranky Uncle 
Hec (Sam Neill). 

Shrewdly Taiki Waititi (with 
cinematographer Lachlan Milne) lets 
Ricki run and run with the comedy 
ball as his avid Uncle Hec’s outing 
is transformed into a headline 
manhunt through the spectacular 
New Zealand wilderness where tusky 
boars and human baddies dwell.    

As his movie attains express 
speed, Taika Waititi adds a coupling 
to a much anticipated sequel. 

PGHHHHSFFV.

Maggie’s Plan

In the title role Greta Gerwig 
again displays her gift for playing 
the not quite ‘It girl’*, seemingly 

haplessly naive yet with a charm that 
enables her to attain a measure of 
grace. 

That Gerwig does this in the 
context of plot involving the moral 
and medical difficulties of IVF 
intensifies her achievement.  To set 
off Gerwig’s gift, director Rebecca 
Miller casts Ethan Hawke as John, 
a writer restless in his marriage to a 
celebrity author, Georgette (Julianne 
Moore).

No one does ambivalence like 
Hawke, his persona somewhere 
between weasel and meerkat.  Moore 
goes for a mix of asperity and wild 
honey. 

Ostensibly a romantic comedy 
Maggie’s Plan carries a message 
about the new norm with, Gerwig 
being Gerwig, a charge of nostalgia 
for the prevalent natural norm.

*The original ‘It girl’, Clara Bow 
said: ‘Being a sex symbol is a heavy 
load to carry especially when one is 
tired and bewildered.’ 

TBAHHHNFFV.

The Nice Guys

Call it Dumb and Dumber with 
guns, except that Jim Carey and 
Jeff Daniels have more comedic 
talent than Russell Crowe and Ryan 
Gosling who collide as private eyes 
Jackson Healy and Holland March in 
Los Angeles. 

Inevitably there are echoes of 
Raymond Chandler (particularly his 
late work Poodle Springs) and of the 
Elmore Leonard canon, specifically 
Get Shorty.  Enough already?  If only.

Mix the Roman Polanski-Robert 
Towne Chinatown with James Elroy’s 
LA Confidential in which Crowe 
consolidated his star status.  Add 
Kim Basinger who also figured in 
LA Confidential and stir in a porn star 
Misty Mountains (Murielle Telio).    

The difference?  The violence 
quota is higher than in all the above 
combined.  Basinger appears as a 
justice officer, Judith Kutner, who 
hires the guys to find her missing 
daughter Amelia (Margaret Qualley) 
trapped in one of several subplots. 

As Holly, March’s daughter, 
Angourie Rice enters like a fugitive 
from Seven Little Australians to utter 
the only witty line: ‘Mr Healy, if 
you kill that man I will never speak 
to you again.’  Is it worth enduring 

By James Murray
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116 minutes of gory mayhem to see 
whether he complies? 

Hopefully director Shane Black 
and his co-writer Anthony Bagarozzi 
are too exhausted to Mixmaster a 
sequel.    

MA15+HHNFFV.

Money Monster 

They’re telly regulars: the financial 
journalists backed with multi-
coloured graphs and pie-charts 
who call the share market as their 
colleagues call the weather.  

Not than any of them resembles 
Lee Gates who, as played by 
George Clooney, is into burlesque 
huckstering of stocks and shares.

His preparations for another 
show include popping his hidden 
earpiece in place so that he can 
receive prompts from his producer 
Patty Fenn (Julia Roberts) while 
Diane Lester (Caitriona Balfe) from 
IBIS Global arrives to join Gates in 
spinning a correction from a crash.

Into the studio strolls a messenger 
Kyle Budwell (Jack O’Connell) who 
carries not hot pizzas but a killer 
grievance about having done his life-
savings in IBIS Global, run by Walt 
Camby (Dominic West).    

From this premise director Jodie 
Foster, her players and writers Alan 
DiFiore, Jim Kouf and Jamie Linden 
construct a thriller as nerve-racking 
as a free fall without a hedge.  She 
and Clooney (a co-producer) even 
manage to suggest a breach of the 
convention that the star does not die.  

Money Monster is another in a 
considerable line of market thrillers.  
Still to be made: a sequel referring 
to allegations that the dream 
factories of Hollywood have doubled 
as laundries.   

MHHHNFFV.

The First Monday in May

Peacockery galore.  And naturally 
that’s only the men at New York’s 
Metropolitan Museum of Art 
as depicted in Andrew Rossi’s 
documentary on the eponymous 
gala that on a high tide of plonk 
launched the spring exhibition, 
China Through the Looking Glass. 

The event orchestrator Vogue 
editor Anna Wintour comes on 
prominently but demurely compared 
to the highest-fee guest, singer 

Rihanna.  Her buttercup yellow 
gown has a train so long that a 
trillion silkworms must have been 
involved in its manufacture and a 
concealed locomotive used to help 
her tug it along.  

As in a previous Vogue 
documentary, The September Issue, 
there are revelations but they 
constitute an edited modicum.

The title of Vanity Fair, sharper 
rival of Vogue, sums up proceedings.  
Yes, $19 million was raised for the 
Met.  What about making it a Tramps 
Ball next spring, inviting the street 
dwellers of New York and offering 
a rent-controlled apartment for the 
most authentic costume?   

PGHHHSFFV.

Whiskey Tango Foxtrot

War is hell.  So it makes for 
a bitter cocktail with comedy, 
especially if the war seems unending.  
But directors Glenn Ficarra and Ron 
Requa achieve the mix even if the 
laughter has the hollowness of earth 
falling on a coffin.

Ficarra and Requa’s relative 
success is down to Tina Fey 
who plays Kim Barker, a war 
correspondent in Afghanistan who 
sees action through the viewfinder of 
a camera and in a nail-biter sequence 
through the mesh of a burka.

Within a fortified compound in 
Kabul, she also parties as hard with 

other correspondents and their local 
fixers as the cryptic title suggests. 

Martin Freeman plays 
photojournalist Iain McKelpie who 
falls in love with Barker.  Margo 
Robbie is a rival journalist Tanya 
Vanderpoel, Alfred Molina is a 
corrupt chieftain, Christopher 
Abbott an efficient interpreter and 
Billy Bob Thornton the US Marine 
officer who saves the day.  

The movie was scripted by 
Robert Carlock and is based on Kim 
Barker’s memoir The Taliban Shuffle: 
Strange Days in Afghanistan and 
Pakistan. Your reviewer’s appraisal 
was affected positively through Kim 
Barker’s bravura use of a Glasgow 
Celtic supporter’s scarf.   

MA15+HHHNFFV.

Bastille Day

Not a historical drama about 
the storming of the Bastille still 
celebrated on July 14 though the 
record shows that only a solitary 
lunatic was freed.  Appropriately 
enough, director James Watkins uses 
the 24 hours preceding celebrations 
to roll, out a tumbrel of thriller 
clichés. 

These involve CIA agent Sean 
Briar (Idris Elba) and pickpocket 
Michael Mason (Richard Madden) 
in a game of hide, seek and kill over 
the rooftops and through the streets 
of Paris.

Can Briar and Mason see off 
the plotters before they disrupt 
the Bastille Day parade by a group 
who resemble foreseen versions 
of Islamist perpetrators of real 
outrages?

The question conceals a twist like 
a dollop of French mustard inside a 
croissant.

MHHNFFV.

A Month of Sundays 

 Star actors can put a shine on 
nondescript material, Anthony 
LaPaglia, Justine Clarke and 
pre-eminently, Julia Blake oblige 
with writer/director Matthew 
(Felony) Saville’s dim non-epic.  

LaPaglia is brilliantly sombre 
as real-estate agent Frank Mollard, 
depressed in mixed measure at his 
inability to sell houses in an Adelaide 
bubble and his divorce from his soap 
opera wife Wendy (Justine Clarke). 

Official 
Classifications key

G: for general exhibit ion; 
P G : p a r e n t a l  g u i d a n c e 
r e c o m m e n d e d  f o r 
persons under 15 years ; 
M 15+: recommended for 
mature audiences 15 years and 
over; MA 15+: restrictions apply 
to persons under the age of 15; 
R 18+: Restricted to adults,  
18 years and over.

Annals supplementary 
advice

SFFV: Suitable For Family Viewing; 
NFFV: Not For Family Viewing.
TBA:  classification to be 

announced
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In a sub-plot Ramanujan’s wife 
played by Devika Bhise makes a 
shrine of the spot where he chalked 
his early calculations while his 
mother (Arundathi Nag) conspires 
against her.       

Writer/director Matt Brown 
working from Robert Kanigel’s 
book, has created a bio-pic that is 
engrossing rather than entertaining 
and at times like a revival of the sport 
of pipe-smoking under umbrellas. 

Brown does push an any old 
ironies barrow.  He has Hardy 
declare his scientific atheism next 
to a statue of Sir Isaac Newton who 
had no difficulty reconciling his 
discoveries with his Christian beliefs; 
this in the location of Cambridge 
University, a foundation of Catholic 
mediaeval culture that so far lost its 
compass as to become a hatchery for 
atheistic Communist treason.

PGHHHSFFV.

Florence Foster Jenkins 

One of the reasons for watching 
Meryl Streep is to see whether she 
will ever give a bad performance.  
Here it is.  And it’s so egregiously 
bad it’s hilariously great.  

Directed by Stephen Frears, Streep 
embodies the pathos at the core of 
Jenkins, an heiress who is delusion 
and syphilis stricken.

Hugh Grant enters as her 
bounderish husband St Clair 
Bayfield, and is spurred out of 
his trademark nonchalance into a 
marvellous dance sequence. But 
that’s only one sequence.

The Jenkins accompanist Cosmo 
McMoon (not an alias) played by 
Simon Helberg steals every scene 
in which he appears including those 
with Streep.     

The French take on the Jenkins 
story. Marguerite. was less factual.  
Possibly, however, its director Xavier 
Giannoli got closer to the sadness of 
the delusional performer. 

Cue for Barry Humphries to 
doff his Dame Edna persona and 
take up the life of one whose work 
he admires: William ‘The Poet’ 
McGonagall. 

 Alas! Lord and Lady Dalhousie are 
dead, and buried at last. 

 Which causes many people to feel a 
little downcast.  

PGHHHSFFV.

he makes it to Bavaria for training 
and finds refuge with Petra, a 
restaurateur (Iris Berben).

To further enhance Sean 
Macauley and Simon Kelton’s script, 
Fletcher casts Jim Broadbent in 
the role of a commentator whose 
jingoism grows with Eddie’s tabloid 
nickname.

Christopher Walken is late in 
frame but effective as veteran 
skier who dispenses wisdom.  Tim 
Macinerney, however, is perhaps a 
touch too comically pompous even 
for a British ski Olympiarch. 

Michael Edwards came reverse 
first (aka last) in both his events and 
the rules were changed to prevent 
his happening again.  He should 
worry.  He may well be the only 
Olympian with a law degree working 
in the family trade of plastering. 

Come to think of it, given the 
expanding list of Olympic events, 
why not plastering, say long wall and 
high ceiling?       

PGHHHHSFFV. 

The Man Who Knew Infinity

East does meet West (pace 
Kipling): it did in the mathematics 
of the genius Srinivasa Ramanujan, 
not a totally astonishing outcome 
since Hindu philosophy gave the 
world the concept of zero without 
which thinking of infinity would be 
impossible.

 Dev Patel plays Ramanujan, 
Jeremy Irons his rigorous mentor 
GH Hardy, Toby Jones, the more 
sympathetic JE Littlewood and 
Jeremy Northam is Bertrand Russell.  

Lurking in the vicinity is their son 
also Frank (Indiana Crowther).  The 
catalyst of Mollard’s change toward 
there’s never been a more exciting 
time to negatively gear is Julia 
Blake; she plays a graceful widow 
Sarah who encounters Mollard 
and eventually enables him (and 
Saville) to conjure a happy ending 
not ripped from real-estate pages or 
websites. 

As Mollard’s boss and golf-mate 
Phillip Lang, John Clarke is his 
usual dry, wry witty self.  But Clarke 
sans Brian Dawe is toast without 
Vegemite.  

PGHHHSFFV. 

The Jungle Book  

The 1967 Disney cartoon is a 
classic of the genre but scriptwriter 
Justin Marks and director Jon 
Favreau’s live-action version is 
the one Rudyard Kipling might 
have imagined in the 1890s while 
scribbling his first draft and 
correcting further typewritten drafts.  

To play Mowgli amid the 
computer generated jungle and 
animals, Favreau cast Neel Sethi, 
a natural.  For actors to voice the 
animals he gathered a seasoned 
cast: Tiger Shere Khan (Idris Elba), 
panther Bagheera (Ben Kingsley), 
the python Kaa (Scarlett Johansson), 
the bear Baloo (Bill Murray) 
and the orang-utang King Louie 
(Christopher Walken).

Warning: there are moments when 
Favreau and his crew push the movie 
to the limits of 3D scariness.   

PGHHHSFFV. 

Eddie the Eagle

A fair average quality downhill 
skier Michael Edwards switched to 
ski-jumping in the hope of becoming 
a British Olympian.  His hope was 
realised at the 1988 Calgary Winter 
Olympics.

Director Dexter (Sunshine on 
Leith) Fletcher’s version of this 
extends the fiction, thrills and 
hilarity in direct ratio to the higher 
Eddie jumps (70-90 metres). 

Taron Egerton presents the adult 
Eddie as a tangle of bespectacled 
shyness, awkwardness and 
determination.  Hugh Jackman plays 
Bronson Peary, a sozzled, former 
ski-star, who coaches Eddie when 
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A priest visiting the 
sick in Peru

Through their hands, God’s hand caresses the earth...
Priests and religious are above all the apostles of Divine 
Mercy - and not merely during the extraordinary Year of Mercy 
that Pope Francis has proclaimed for the whole Church. They 
feed the hungry, comfort the grieving, endure injustice. They 
promote reconciliation and absolve the repentant from their 
sins. Day by day, through the works of spiritual and corporal 
mercy, they show people the Face of the Merciful God. ‘They’ 
are the priests and religious of the Catholic Church. Pope 
Francis has proclaimed an Extraordinary Year of Mercy, 
which is intended to be “a time of grace for the Church and 
to help render the witness of the faithful stronger and more 
effective.” It is surely also an occasion to reflect with great 
gratitude on the witness of those who proclaim this Mercy 
with their whole lives.
Throughout the world wherever the Church is poor, persecuted 
or threatened, there are tens of thousands of priests and 
religious daily living the ‘Yes’ they have already given to God.
It is vital that the indispensable work of priests and religious 
in Christ’s Holy Catholic Church and throughout the missions 
worldwide continues. The Catholic charity Aid to the Church 
in Need (ACN) is proud to help them in their efforts to make 
the world a better place. The average grant ACN gives to 
support priests and religious is between $200 - $500 but 
whatever you can afford will be enormously appreciated. 
ACN forwards the donations directly to the religious superiors 
in charge of the religious communities and congregations.
A complimentary Year of Mercy rosary designed by the 
Vatican rosary makers and blessed by Pope Francis will be 
sent out to all those who give a donation of $15.00 or more 
to support this cause and tick the box below.

Every confessor must accept the faithful as the father in 
the parable of the prodigal son. Confessors are called 
to embrace the repentant son who comes home and to 
express the joy of having him back again.

Chosen to be the 
Mother of the Son of 
God, Mary, from the 
outset, was prepared 
by the love of God 
to be the Ark of the 
Covenant between 
God and man. She 
treasured divine 
mercy in her heart 
in perfect harmony 
with her son Jesus.  
The red and white 
beads represent the 
rays of light of the 
Divine Mercy.

ANNALS AUSTRALASIA  43  JUNE 2016



ANNALS AUSTRALASIA  44  JUNE 2016

Latin continues to ride the waves of change with style and confident ease

GHOSTLY LEGIONS IN 
CASTLEREAGH STREET

By Paul Stenhouse

N E  E V E N I N G 
in late November 
a few years ago, 
as I was driving 
home ,  I  t uned 
into an FM station 
to hear someone 

describing the next musical treat. 
It was to be mediaeval motets, but 
their Latin titles were mangled 
beyond recognition by the DJ 
whose schooling, seemingly, hadn’t 
included Latin. For, like riding a 
horse or a push-bike, Latin is 
something one hardly ever entirely 
forgets. Despite the lamentable 
pronunciation of the presenter, the 
beauty of the music and the Latin 
phrasing hit the spot.

Latin for all our current neglect 
of its teaching in our schools, 
pervades our lives and language. 
The cultural and 
linguistic outreach 
of imperial Rome, 
directly or through 
its colonies, extended 
and still extends 
further than that of 
few empires before 
or since.

A u s t r a l i a n s 
complaining of 
the influence of 
American English 
on our language, 
or American ideas 
on our culture, 
would have found 
counterparts in 
Iceland, Egypt, Parthia and Armenia 
lamenting the assaults of Caesar’s 
language on their linguistic 
fortresses. 

The ghosts of Rome’s legions 
walk our streets, write for our 
newspapers and appear daily on TV. 

Their voices are heard even in 
outer space.

From childhood I was suspicious 
of the Puritan poet Milton. My 

mother, who loved Anglo-Saxon, 
explained to me and my brother 
that Milton exerted a powerful 
influence on changes that have 

occurred in our English language; 
if it were possible to use a Latin 
word rather than an English one, he 
would do so.

But then, as I discovered later, he 
did have problems: had he written 
the stolidly respectable Old English 
word ‘freedom’ instead of the 
Latin ‘liberty,’ would the sense of 
this verse [ lines 268-271, from his 
Samson Agonistes whose words of 
Latin origin are italicized and red] 
have rung so clear?

‘But what more apt, in nations 
grown corrupt,

And by their vices brought to 
servitude,

Than to love bondage more than 
liberty,

Bondage with ease than strenuous 
liberty’?

Politicians are always 
‘addressing’ problems, while most 

of us would be 
happy were they to 
set about ‘solving’ 
them. Either way 
we are drawing 
on Latin roots for 
words to express 
ideas for which 
perfectly good ones 
exist in English.

I wonder 
what would have 
happened to us had 
we not let ready-
made Latin and 
N o r m a n - F r e n c h 
words push out 
our home-grown 

English: words like own [to claim 
possession], wend [change, turn], 
ware [a collection - as in waters-
ware= a ‘dam,’ or windes-ware= 

latin Whimsies

Books in the ancient library of Alexandria, Egypt

THIS ARTICLE, written by 
the author for The Mature 

Australian, first appeared in 
that journal in its November/
December issue, 2002.  Your 
editor is thinking of starting 
a similar series of articles 
on such whimsies in Annals 
in the hope that it may bring 
pleasure and even joy to 
readers who have a ready 
heart for the mystery that is 
everyday language.
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a wind storm], and compounds 
like bread-wright [baker] want-wit, 
nit-wit [ignoramus], find fault 
[back-biter], mumble-news [tale-
bearer] and lily-livered pinch-
penny [cowardly miser] who was 
probably also a slug-a-bed [lazy]. 

Own, as in owner, and own-up, 
and ware as in silver-ware, metal-
ware, hard-ware, and, of course, 
warehouse – managed to hold their 
own – excuse the pun – and keep  
Latin ‘at bay’ . But the poor bonde  
or feudal tenant farmer, or farm 
servant dropped down a notch or 
two and became a  serf  or slave, 
from the Latin servus.

However much one may regret 
the passing of colourful and more 
properly English terms, imagine 
advertisments for a bidding-
sale, instead of an ‘auction’; or 
university courses in earth-tilth 
instead of ‘agriculture’; or appeals 
for support for your local book-
hoard instead of your local ‘library’; 
or newspaper headlines about 
wanhope at people’s wantrust, 
instead of ‘despair’ at people’s 
‘suspicion’; or someone’s asking the 
waiter to skink [pour] the wine.

Would children take to their 
books more readily if we were to 
call ‘arithmetic’ rime-craft, as did 
our ancestors? Would respect for 
teachers increase if ‘disciples’ and 
‘students’ were called learning-
knights? Would an appeal to our 
in-wit move us more than appeals 
to our ‘conscience;’ or a call for 
fore-wit rather than ‘prudence’? No 
school should be without its hoar-
board [white-board].

Sadly our fore-bears or fore-elders 
have been displaced by the fairly 
bland ‘ancestors,’ and it seems that 
little can be done now to stem the 
outgoing tide of English, whether 
it be Old, Early, Middle or Late.

But Latin continues to ride the 
waves of change with style and 
confident ease. 

To return to our politicians 
‘addressing’ their problems. 
Address comes from the Latin 
directus which is the participle of 
dirigere which means to put right, 
or straight, and then to regulate 

and adjust, to prepare and put in 
whatever shape is desired. 

Thus we ‘dress’ meat, we ‘dress’ 
ourselves in the morning, we 
‘dress-up’ for special occasions, and 
‘address’ letters [send them to the 
correct person or place]. We may 
‘address’ problems [put them right]. 
We can even ‘redress’ matters [put 
them right again].

Having grown older, I have 
learned to appreciate the tough 
honesty of Latin, resembling the 

beauty and strength and sense of 
purpose of our unique Australian 
Eucalypts and their stolid yet soft 
Paper Bark [or Melaleuca to give 
them their Latin name] cousins. 

We should take to heart as 
addressed to ourselves the 
straightforward advice Cato gave to 
orators, and reputedly gave to his 
son as he started out in life, Rem 
tene, verba sequentur.

‘Cling to what is real; words will 
come later’.

The Emperor Decius 
and the Pope

ALREADY- in the-time of emperor Commodus, ad 161-192, according 
to Eusebius of Caesarea, 263-339, many noble and wealthy men 

at Rome became Christians. They were protected no doubt by Marcia, 
the devout concubine of the emperor. Tertullian himself, 160-220, was 
a distinguished lawyer at Rome before he became a Christian. Some 
of the old family of the Pomponii were converted before the end of the 
second century. There were many Christians at the court of the tolerant 
Alexander Severus, 208-235. By this time Rome was full of churches, 
and of schismatical chapels for Montanists, Modalists, Marcionites, and 
Gnostics of different sects. The capital of the empire, in the multitude 
of its competing places of worship, must have resembled an English or 
American city. But the Catholics were by far the most powerful of these 
bodies, since the emperor Decius, 201-251 – according to Cyprian, 
[Epistle 55,9] who was martyred in 258 – made the surprising statement 
that he would rather have a rival emperor at Rome than the pope. The 
extreme hostility of the great church to heresy was noticed as early as 
the second century by the pagan author Celsus, and exhibited a striking 
contrast to the brotherly feeling which united the Catholics.

The unpopularity of the Christians among the common people was 
diminishing during the first half of the third century, though the alarm 
of the official class was now beginning to be excited ; after ad 250 the 
conditions which, after a fierce struggle, led to the recognition of 
Christianity as the religion of the State, were already in process of being 
realised. The Church was approximating to the hierarchical organisation of 
contemporary society ; and it was drawing support from all classes in fairly 
equal proportion. It had shed most of its Jewish severity. In its sacramental 
doctrine, its devotion to relics, its local cults of saints and martyrs, it met 
paganism more than half-way. Its annual festivals became more and more 
like the festi dies of the old worship. These accommodations were more 
apparent than real, however, and many now joined the Catholic Church 
without understanding what Christianity really meant, and fell away at 
the -first threat of persecution. The differences which remained between 
Christianity and its rivals were nevertheless considerable, and all of them 
marked the superiority of the new religion. 
– With thanks to William Ralph Inge whose The Philosophy of Plotinus in two volumes, 
Longmans Green and Co, London, 1923, vol.1, pp. 62-63 is the chief source [mutatis mutandis] 
of the above description of Third Century Christianity. No friend of Catholics, William Inge was 
nevertheless unwilling to hide the truth. He was Dean of St Paul’s and a Protestant. He also 
said that the Caesars of the West did not hand over their scepters to the Holy Roman Emperors, 
but ‘to the priestly Caesar on the Vatican.’ [op. cit., vol.cit. p.14]
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