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℣. Happy the man 
who shows mercy 
and compassion. 
℟. He will be 
r e m e m b e r e d 
forever.
Versical [℣] and Response 
[℟] for the Office of Prime, 
in The Roman Breviary; 
from the Psalter for 
Tuesday in Week Four.  See 
Matthew, 5, 7.

Front Cover:  Part of the estimated 1.5 million pilgrims in 
the Square in front of the Shrine to our Lady in Fatima 
on May 13 this year, as  the Church celebrated the 100th 
Anniversary of the apparitions of Our Lady to three 
shepherd children in the small village of Fatima, near 
Lisbon. The children saw our Lady six times, and they 
said that the last apparition would be on October 13. 
An estimated 70,000 people  turned out to witness the 
apparition and they all reportedly saw what has been 
called The Miracle of the Sun, as the sun appeared to 
make three circles, and dance across the sky. Francisco 
and Jacinta were brother and sister. Francisco died 
aged 10, in 1919 and Jacinta in 1920, aged 9, during 
the Spanish flu epidemic. Lucia dos Santos, their cousin, 
became a nun and lived until 2005. Francisco and 
Jacinta were beatified on May 13, 2000 by Pope John 
Paul II, and were canonised by Pope Francis on May 
13 this year. They are the youngest non-martyrs to be 
canonised by the Catholic Church.



TEARING ASUNDER  
THE BODY OF CHRIST

THE ROMAN soldiers came and did not break the 
legs of Christ; but Donatus came, and burst the 
Church of Christ asunder. The body of Christ in 

its entirety, hanging on the cross, was not desecrated 
at the hands of the soldiers; but the body of the 
Church is not left whole and entire at the hands of 
‘Christians’. So brethren, let us exclaim with all the 
strength that we can muster: ‘Praise the Lord with me; 
let us, as one, exalt his name’. For it is the Church that 
cries out to them; it is the voice of the Church crying 
out to those who hacked the Church into pieces. 
Why are they so disruptive? Because of pride. Christ 
teaches humility when he entrusts his Body and Blood 
to us [in the Mass]. As I have said before … what is 
made clear and celebrated in this psalm [xxxiii] is that 
wherever the Body and Blood of Christ is entrusted 
to us, with it is entrusted the humility of Christ, who 
deigned to practise humility for our sakes.

– St Augustine of Hippo [354-430 AD] Commentary on Psalm 33 preached to the Catholics at 
the Cathedral of Hippo between 395 and 405 AD. The Donatists were a schismatic group in 
the African Church who separated themselves from the Catholics on the grounds that sacra-
ments  conferred by bishops or priests who had lapsed during the persecutions were invalid. 
The Catholic Church maintained [as she still does] that the unworthiness of the priest does 
not affect the validity of the sacrament.  They also insisted on rebaptising converts, a practice 
repeatedly condemned by Church Councils and Synods down the centuries. [Translation by 
Paul Stenhouse from the Latin text in Corpus Christianorum, Series Latina,  Turnhout ed. 1956, 
vol. xxxviii, pp.286-287].



THOU ART OUR TRUST, 
O KING OF KINGS

ALONE with none but thee, my God, 
I journey on my way. 
What need I fear when thou art near, 

O King of night and day? 
More safe am I within thy hand 
than if a host should round me stand. 
 
My destined time is known to thee, 
and death will keep his hour; 
did warriors strong around me throng, 
they could not stay his power: 
no walls of stone can man defend 
when thou thy messenger dost send. 
 
My life I yield to thy decree, 
and bow to thy control 
in peaceful calm, for from thine arm 
no power can wrest my soul. 
Could earthly omens e’er appal 
a man that heeds the heavenly call? 
 
The child of God can fear no ill, 
his chosen, dread no foe; 
we leave our fate with thee; and wait 
thy bidding when to go. 
‘Tis not from chance our comfort springs. 
Thou art our trust, O King of kings.

– Hymn at Lauds on Thursday in Week 2 of the Psaltery of The Roman Breviary.  
Words by St Columba, 521-597 ad. Translator, unknown.
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The cardinal has already been found guilty in the court of the media, with the 
campaign led by Milligan, Mike Carlton, Peter FitzSimons and more besides.

IF YOU’RE A CONSERVATIVE CHRISTIAN,
DON’T EXPECT THE  

BENEFIT OF DUE PROCESS
By Gerard Henderson

F CARDINAL George Pell 
was anything other than 
Australia’s best known 
Christian who happens to 
be a social conservative and 
holds the third most senior 
position in the Vatican, 

the civil libertarians in our midst 
would be calling for him to receive 
due process.

Instead, with the notable excep-
tion of lawyer 
Terry O’Gorman 
in Brisbane, 
there has been 
silence as a 
baying pack of 
journalists and 
some politicians 
effectively have 
branded Pell 
guilty of histor-
ical child sexual 
abuse. Before 
charges have 
been laid or a 
trial conducted.

This is what 
we know of 
the allegations 
against Pell. In 
February last 
year, the Herald 
Sun revealed that he was to be 
subjected to a police investigation 
concerning crimes that allegedly 
took place at St Patrick’s Cathedral 
in Melbourne between 1996 and 
2001. To accept this allegation you 
have to believe that Pell was an 
active pederast at the very time 

he set up the Melbourne Response 
to deal with child sexual abuse in 
co-operation with Victoria Police 
and after consulting the Victorian 
governor, premier and solicitor-
general, along with male and female 
lawyers. 

Pell must have been completely 
reckless or is innocent of the 
allegations made against him.

Since then, following ABC 

management’s decision to allow 
reporter Louise Milligan to devote 
an entire 7.30 program to Pell’s 
alleged improper touching of two 
boys in the Eureka Pool in Ballarat 
about four decades ago, Victoria 
Police extended its investigations. 
In October last year, the cardinal 
volunteered to be interviewed 

in Rome on all matters by three 
members of Victorian Police.

In the period since February 
last year, the following events took 
place. Victoria Police (which can 
lay charges of its own volition) put 
up a brief to the Victorian Office 
of Public Prosecutions. The OPP 
(which also can lay charges of its 
own volition) returned the brief 
without recommendation.

W h e r e u p o n 
Victoria Police put 
up another brief to 
the OPP. According 
to reports, the OPP 
returned the matter 
to Victoria Police 
this week with a 
comment that it 
can lay charges if 
it wishes. Quite 
so. Victoria Police 
could have brought 
charges against Pell 
in February last 
year or earlier. But 
it did not do so.

And that’s the 
point. If there was 
strong evidence 
against Pell, he 

would have been charged at least 
six months ago. Despite this, the 
cardinal has already been found 
guilty in the court of the media — 
with the campaign led by Milligan, 
Mike Carlton, Peter FitzSimons and 
more besides.

However, it is not only 
journalists and commentators who 

Kangaroo Court

Cardinal Pell celebrating Mass in St Mary’s Cathedral when he was Archbishop of Sydney
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seem to regard Pell as guilty before 
trial. In July last year, following 
the 7.30 report on Pell’s alleged 
behaviour in Ballarat, Victorian 
police commissioner Graham 
Ashton was interviewed on Radio 
3AW in Melbourne where he said: 
‘Anyone who saw that show on the 
ABC, which I did look at, it’s clear, 
it’s clear it’s — the source of that 
information is from victims.’

So Ashton maintained that two 
men who spoke to Milligan about 
Pell are his ‘victims’. It is this kind 
of presumption with respect to 
allegations of historical crimes that 
was condemned in October last year 
by Sir Richard Henriques, a retired 
judge of the High Court of England 
and Wales.

In his report, Henriques made 
the point that “all complainants are 
not victims”. He added: “Since the 
investigative process is engaged 
in ascertaining facts which will, if 
proven, establish guilt, the use of the 
word ‘victim’ at the commencement 
of an investigation is simply 
inaccurate and should cease.”

It’s not only the Victorian police 
commissioner who can learn from 
Henriques. On Wednesday, Victorian 
Premier Daniel Andrews was asked 
during a doorstop interview about 
the Pell case. He responded: ‘The 
victims of ‘institutional child sexual 
abuse are owed justice.’ Well, so they 
are — if their allegations are found 
proven. Andrews overlooked the 
fact, in the criminal jurisdiction, the 
accused is also owed justice.

Certainly the Pell matter moved 
with haste this week. On Monday, 
Melbourne University Press released 
Milligan’s Cardinal: The Rise and Fall 
of George Pell. This originally had 
a publication date of July 1. The 
book has attracted most favourable 
media coverage, especially by Fairfax 
Media, the ABC and on Network 
Ten’s The Project. Yet this is no more 
than a hatchet job. Even Milligan 
volunteered the comment to ABC 
News Breakfast this week that her 
book has been written ‘from the 
complainants’ point of view’.

You can say that again. In her 
first chapter, Milligan refers to Pell’s 

“ugly secret” concerning his time as 
archbishop of Melbourne. There is 
no evidence to support this claim 
beyond the memory of a person 
relating events of three decades ago.

In Cardinal, Milligan cites in 
direct quotes a conversation in 
Melbourne allegedly heard by a 
person three decades ago who was 
in another room from Pell, and who 
allegedly had been sent there as 
Pell wanted to talk confidentially 
with a monsignor. This assumes 
that Pell was foolish in talking too 
loudly and that the person is able to 
accurately recall overheard long-ago 
conversations. Yet senator Derryn 
Hinch told Paul Murray Live on 
Sky News on Wednesday that this 
is new compelling evidence against 
the cardinal.

Justice Peter McClellan, chairman 
of the Royal Commission into 
Institutional Responses to Child 
Sexual Abuse, wrote an article in 
the Australian Law Journal in 2006 
about the fallibility of memory. 
He warned about the ability of a 
person to plant a false memory in 
another and acknowledged that 
memories might be altered by post-
event factors. Psychologist Daniel L. 
Schacter covers similar ground in 
his book The Seven Sins of Memory 
(Mariner Books, 2001).

In Western Australia last year, 
Catholic bishop Max Davis was 
acquitted by a jury of historical 
child sexual assault — it appears that 
this was a case of false identity. In 
Britain, the case of historical child 
abuse against the Anglican bishop 
George Bell is extremely weak 
and also could involve a case of 
mistaken identity. Yet both men’s 
reputations have been irretrievably 
tarnished by the words of 
complainants who never established 
that they were victims of the person 
they accused.

Gerard Henderson is executive director of the 
Sydney Institute. His Media Watch Dog blog can be 
found at theaustralian.com.au. This article appeared 
first in The Australian, Saturday May 20.
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HOW TERRORIST  
GROUPS END

AGAINST terrorist groups that cannot or will 
not make a transition to nonviolence, policing 
is likely to be the most effective strategy (40 

percent). Police and intelligence services have better 
training and information to penetrate and disrupt 
terrorist organizations than do such institutions 
as the military. They are the primary arm of the 
government focused on internal security matters. 
Local police and intelligence agencies usually have 
a permanent presence in cities, towns, and villages; 
a better understanding of the threat environment in 
these areas; and better human intelligence. 

Other reasons are less common. For example, 
in 10 percent of the cases, terrorist groups ended 
because their goals were achieved, and military force 
led to the end of terrorist groups in 7 percent of the 
cases. 

Militaries tended to be most effective when used 
against terrorist groups engaged in an insurgency in 
which the groups were large, well-armed, and well-
organized. Insurgent groups have been among the 
most capable and lethal terrorist groups, and military 
force has usually been a necessary component in 
such cases. 

Against most terrorist groups, however, military 
force is usually too blunt an instrument. Military 
tools have increased in precision and lethalness, 
especially with the growing use of precision standoff 
weapons and imagery to monitor terrorist movement. 
But even precision weapons have been of limited use 
against terrorist groups. 

The use of substantial U.S. military power against 
terrorist groups also runs a significant risk of turning 
the local population against the government by 
killing civilians.

– How Terrorist Groups End, Seth Jones and Martin Libicki, Santa Monica 
California, Rand Corporation 2008, p. xiv.
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Littleness and heavenly triumph in Fatima

CANONISATION OF STS JACINTA 
AND FRANCISCO

By Wanda Skowronska

O RTU GAL  ha s 
been spared the 
terrorist  attacks 
of Paris, Brussels 
a n d  v a r i o u s 
German cities but 
the  Por tuguese 

authorities were taking no chances. 
There was no vehicle access to 
Fatima on May 12 or 13, 2017. 
Some had come a week 
before for the centenary 
of the Fatima apparitions 
but many pilgrims ended 
up walking just as the 
original pilgrims had done 
in 1917. 

Police were everywhere, 
even in Aljustrel, the 
village within the larger 
area of Fatima where the 
visionaries were born and 
in Valinhos where the 
angel had appeared to the 
children in 1916. 

Despite this, the Pope’s 
arrival to a tumultuous 
crowd of around 1.5 
million (Fatima has 
never had such a huge 
crowd) and the centenary 
of the apparitions, and 
the canonisation of the 
two little ‘ pastorinhos’  
(little shepherds) – now 
Saint Jacinta and  Saint 
Francisco – went very 
smoothly

Fatima has been 
called ‘a divinely serious 
narrative’ by Fr De Marchi 
who wrote one of the 
earliest accounts of the 
events which aroused 

reactions varying from curiosity to 
disbelief. He noted that the local 
bishop, Bishop da Silva of Leiria, 
‘believed the apparitions no more 
than he believed in Santa Claus. 1 

The three children – Lucia (10), 
Francisco (9) and Jacinta (7) had 
much to bear in being pilloried 
and mocked – being asked why the 
Mother of God would appear to 
simple village children. 

The father of Jacinta and 
Francisco, however, Manuel Marto, 
reacted differently. He was one of 
the few who thought the children 
were telling the truth. He knew 
his children well and that it was 
not psychologically consistent for 
his children to lie, and sensed 
something strange was going on. 

When the children were eager to 
return on June 13th (having been 

asked to return on the 13th 
day of the next 6 months 
by ‘the lady’), Ti de Marto 
knew something was up. 
It was inconceivable that 
the children preferred to 
see the Virgin rather than 
enjoy the ‘festa’ for St 
Anthony’s day. 

If you are Portuguese 
you do not miss St 
Anthony’s feast day - the 
largest celebration after 
Easter and Christmas. Of 
course for the Portuguese 
it is Saint Anthony of 
Portugal (though Padua 
has his body) and 
festivities can continue a 
fortnight. It just did not 
make psychological sense 
that these three devotees 
to Saint Anthony would 
want to miss out on the 
festa of June 13.

As Lucia recounts, 
they were attracted by 
the beautiful lady, who 
appeared as much younger 
than the pilgrim Virgin of 
Fatima statue depicts– at 
only around 15 or 16. And 
all three went on June 

tears were shed in Fatima

Celebrating the canonisation of the ‘little shepherds’
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13th and were told about the fate of 
the world, about their own futures, 
about the need for ongoing prayer 
and penances. 

Not many primary aged children 
in our day could easily comprehend 
such a message. In fact, the 3 
visionaries had been told to pray 
and offer sacrifices a year earlier 
with 3 angelic visions – about which 
they told no-one – and which Lucia 
did not mention till over a decade 
later. 

The angel, who identified himself 
as the Angel of Portugal, had come 
shortly after Portugal had entered 
the First World War (Lucia could 
not recall exact dates here). He 
told them that God was attentive 
to their prayers and taught them 
two prayers. He gave them Holy 
Communion, urging them to say 
the prayers he had taught them 
constantly. The children were so 
overwhelmed by what Lucia recalls 
was ‘the light of God’ that they 
stayed on their knees, repeating the 
prayers, unable to talk to others for 
days, for they were in so deeply in 
awe. 

It was about a year later that 
the Virgin Mary repeated the 
exhortations for prayers to end of 
the war and for souls who needed 
saving. These barely literate 
children were told that major 
events were to befall the world. 
Portugal’s monarchy had gone in 
1910, Communism was rising, and 
the world was careening towards a 
violent, war-filled century leaving 
countless dead and living victims in 
its wake. 

The children were so deeply 
affected by what they were told 
that they began to pray and fast 
constantly. Again, this deep spiritual 
response is not a widely observed 
psychological phenomenon among 
children. 

The children very sensibly asked 
for a sign so that others might 
believe them. On October 13, 1917, 
around 70,000 people saw the ‘the 
miracle of the sun’, as the sun darted 
and danced across the skies. At the 
same time, the three children saw a 
sequence of apparitions. St. Joseph 

was seen with the Christ Child, 
and they appeared to bless the 
world. Our Lady was seen robed in 
white with a blue mantel; then she 
appeared as Our Lady of Sorrows 
and then as Our Lady of Mt. Carmel. 
The Lady revealed herself as ‘Our 
Lady of the Rosary.’  She asked them 
to pray the Rosary every day and to 
have a chapel built at Cova da Iria, 
the site of the apparitions.

The children’s prayerful response 
to the Virgin Mary continued 
throughout their lives  - up to 
the early deaths of Francisco in 
1919 and Jacinta in 1920 during 
the widespread flu epidemic (no 
antibiotics then) – deaths predicted 
by Our Lady. 

And it continued during the 
longer life of Lucia, who became a 
Dorothean, then a Carmelite nun, 
who continued to have visions and 
died in 2005 at age 97. 

The events were finally believed 
– with the knowledge and consent 
of Pope Pius XI, on October 13, 
1930. Bishop da Silva of Leiria 
(the diocese in which Fatima is 
contained) announced the results 
of the official inquiry of Fatima and 
declared the events worthy of belief.

The purpose of the Pope Francis’s 
visit to Fatima in 2017 was to 
canonise Jacinta and Francisco – the  
youngest non-martyrs in Catholic 
history. 

The little Brazilian boy – known 
as Lucas –who was cured through 
their intercession,  prayed at the 
saints’ tombs beforehand and was 
embraced by the Pope during the 
canonisation ceremony. The parents 
of Lucas,  João Batista and his wife 
Lucila Yurie , remember  the day 
well. On March 3, 2013, before 8:00 
p.m.  their 5 year old  was playing 
with his sister and fell out of a 
window from a height of 20 feet. He 
hit his head, sustained serious brain 
injury and was in a deep coma – his 
survival chances were low, his brain 
severely damaged. His heart stopped 
twice as doctors attempted to save 
him. 

The parents began to pray to 
Jesus and Our Lady of Fatima, to 
whom they have a great devotion 
and tried to contact the Carmelite 
convent of Campo Mouro to ask the 
sisters to pray for the boy. However, 
as the convent was observing a 
period of retreat the message did not 
reach them until March 7. 

One sister felt impelled to pray 
to Francisco and Jacinta saying 
‘Shepherds, save this child, who is 
a child like you’.2  Then the convent 
and the boy’s parents directed their 
prayers to the young visionaries, and 
on March 9 Lucas awoke completely 
cured and on March 11 went home. 

At Fatima, when the Pope, along 
with accompanying Cardinals, 
bishops and priests and 1.5 million 
people, sang the responses to the 
litany of the saints in Portuguese, 
there were tears in the crowd. 

I witnessed grown men wiping 
away tears. With trumpets and 
accompanying orchestra sounding 
irrepressibly triumphant – it 
seemed as if heaven and earth had 
announced those  words of the 
Magnificat again ‘He has raised the 
lowly’. 

These children were shepherds 
with little education, came from 
families with little or no money, and 
had little to recommend themselves 

Death 
has been 
destroyed

SUDDENLY my mourning is 
transformed into rejoicing, 

everything has become joy and 
gladness for me. I say without 
wavering: I have received the 
same glory as Moses. I have seen 
– yes, I have seen! – not on the 
mountain, but in the tomb; not 
veiled with a cloud, but in my 
body: I have seen the Lord of 
all things incorporeal and their 
hosts, the one who is, who was, 
and who is to come. It is he who 
told me: ‘Make haste, Mary, go 
to those who love me and reveal 
that I have risen.’ 

– St Mary Magdalene, in the 1st. Hymn 
on the Resurrection (SC 128, p.385f.) 

by Saint Romanos Melodios (died 
around ad 560), composer of hymns. 
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medals, letters, and the rosary Lucia 
was holding as she died. 

Evaristo is working with the 
Oriana foundation to place these 
relics and the other extraordinary 
relics the foundation has (of apostles, 
popes and martyrs) into a permanent 
place in Ourem Castle.  

Evaristo was a trusted friend of 
Lucia and said, interestingly, that the 
seer had told him that the triumph 
of the Immaculate Heart had begun 
on the day Saint John Paul II 
survived the assassination attempt. 
He would have died but Our Lady’s 
intercession redirected the path 
of the bullet. Lucia gave him many 
personal effects which are among the 
Oriana relic collection. 

Maria dos Santos who is Lucia’s 
cousin and still lives in Aljustrel 
must look in amazement at the 
millions around her. There are now 
hotels and roundabouts named after 
the shepherds – one is the Tres 
Pastorinhos Hotel – not far from 
the Virgin of Fatima hotel. A major 
roundabout in the town has statues 
of the shepherds and a sheep in the 
middle, clearly visible for all who 
drive by. 

The tombs of Jacinta and 
Francisco inside the basilica have 
constant streams of visitors now. 
Many have been touched by the 
little shepherds, their simplicity, their 
prayerfulness, their perserverance –
the triumph of heavenly love arising 
from their littleness. 

Wanda  skoWronska is a registered psychologist 
who works as a counsellor in inner city schools 
in Sydney. She has recently been awarded a PhD 
in Psychology/Theology at Melbourne’s John-
Paul II Institute. She has done voluntary work 
for the Catholic pro-life organisation Family Life 
International, and is a regular contributor to 
Annals.

1. Fr John de Marchi, The True Story of Fatima (1952). 
Much of de Marchi’s work based on the book by Dr. 
Manuel Formigao, whose first work on the subject, 
entitled Os Episodios Maravilhosos de Fatima (The 
Marvellous Events of Fatima), appeared in 1921.De 
Marchi interviewed many of the original witnesses. 
His work is available to download. https://archive.org/
details/TheTrueStoryOfFatima

2. Alvaro de Juana, ‘This is the Miracle that led to the 
Fatima Children’s Canonisation’, Catholic News Agency, 
May 12, 2017. http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/
news/this-is-the-miracle-that-led-to-the-fatima-child-
rens-canonization-47540/

in worldly terms. So wherein lies 
their saintly greatness?  It is not 
in their knowledge of theology 
or in publications. It is in their 
simple, sincere, direct response to 
Our Lady’s request for prayer and 
penance – and their persistence. 
Not as an optional extra  – but as a 
constant in their lives. 

The children took this so seriously 
because they were concerned for the 
fate of humanity and tried to help 
in whatever way they could. Their 
response to heaven, and their lives, 
show that the small and humble 
can affect the fate of the world. Our 
prayers are the spiritual loaves and 
fishes that are given power through 
God’s merciful love.

Pope Francis was clearly moved 
in speaking of the simplicity and 
humility of these young saints. 
He waved his hankie to the very 
affectionate crowd who waved 
back. People were well behaved, 
extraordinary for a crowd so large 
and somehow Communion was 
distributed to every area (a miracle 
in itself). 

The previous ever-present 
rain ceased, and the sun shone 
throughout the day. There were 
people from 55 countries – including 
Africans, Chinese, Filipinos, Italians, 
Poles and Australians waving their 
flags. Some of the Africans included 
those from former Portuguese 
colonies –where Portuguese is still 
spoken as the main language. The 
red flag of China presented some 
ironies as it is associated with an 
officially Communist country  – and 
here was a group standing together 
proclaiming their devotion to God 
and Our Lady of Fatima. When I 
met them, there was little we could 
say as none of us knew the other’s 
language  - so they fervently said an 
‘Our Father’ and ‘Hail Mary’ for me 
in Mandarin and I said the same out 
loud for them in English, after which 
followed warm embraces and smiles 
all around. 

Historian Carlos Evaristo who 
lives in Fatima showed a group of 
us the relics to venerate - he had  a 
piece of Jacinta’s hair, Francisco’s 
rosary, a piece of Jacinta’s  blanket, 
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RIGHT, WHERE  
WE ARE WRONG

THE NEW RELIGIONS are suited to the new world; and this 
is their most damning defect. Each religion is produced by 
contemporary causes that can be clearly pointed out. Socialism 

is a reaction against Capitalism. Spiritualism is a reaction against 
Materialism; it is also in its intensified form merely the trail of the 
tragedy of the Great War. But there is a somewhat more subtle 
sense in which the very fitness of the new creeds makes them 
unfit; their very acceptability makes them inacceptable. Thus they 
all profess to be progressive because the peculiar boast of their 
peculiar period was progress; they claim to be democratic because 
our political system still rather pathetically claims to be democratic. 
They rushed to a reconciliation with science, which was often 
only a premature surrender to science. They hastily divested 
themselves of anything considered dowdy or old-fashioned in the 
way of vesture or symbol. They claimed to have bright services 
and cheery sermons; the churches competed with the cinemas; the 
churches even became cinemas. In its more moderate form the 
mood was merely one of praising natural pleasures, such as the 
enjoyment of nature and even the enjoyment of human nature. 
These are excellent things and this is an excellent liberty; and yet 
it has its limitations. We do not really want a religion that is right 
where we are right. What we want is a religion that is right where 
we are wrong. In these current fashions it is not really a question 
of the religion allowing us liberty; but (at the best) of the liberty 
allowing us a religion. These people merely take the modern 
mood, with much in it that is amiable and much that is anarchical 
and much that is merely dull and obvious, and then require any 
creed to be cut down to fit that mood. But the mood would exist 
even without the creed. They say they want a religion to be social, 
when they would be social without any religion. They say they 
want a religion to be practical, when they would be practical 
without any religion. They say they want a religion acceptable to 
science, when they would accept the science even if they did not 
accept the religion. They say they want a religion like this because 
they are like this already. They say they want it, when they mean 
that they could do without it.

– G. K. Chesterton, The Catholic Church and Conversion, 1926.
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Even if Kim were to acquire reliable and deliverable nuclear weapons, his options 
are extremely limited. As with every nuclear weapons-armed state, their primary, 

even sole, purpose is to create uncertainty and therefore to deter. Kim’s main interest 
will be to use them as a deterrent against conventional assault from the US or 

South Korea, neither of which show any interest in destroying the regime.

REAL THREATS OR JUST RHETORIC?
By Michael O’Connor

NE COULD have 
b e e n  f o r g i v e n 
for thinking that 
a f t e r  t h e  p a s t 
century or so of 
propaganda wars 
that the ordinary 

citizen would have learned to take 
the international posturing with a 
grain of salt. Not so 
apparently given the 
widespread concern 
if not fear felt by 
many  ove r  t h e 
current American 
response to North 
Korea ’ s  t h r e a t s 
of nuclear war. Of 
course, the media 
don’t help. For the 
most  par t ,  they 
uncritically parrot 
K i m  Jo n g - u n ’ s 
threats of nuclear 
war as somehow 
reflecting reality.

Of course, part 
of that is due to the 
media’s inability 
to test Kim’s 
statements against 
any sort of reality 
thanks to the closed 
and totalitarian 
nature of North 
Korea. Another part 
surely is the deep 
hostility our media 
at least have shown 
to the election of 
president Donald 

Trump. Let me try to apply a dash 
of cold water to the hysteria and, 
yes, the genuine fear felt by too 
many people in the absence of good 
information and rational analysis.

When president Trump 
authorised a missile strike on a 
Syrian air base in response to the 
Syrian government’s use of chemical 

weapons against a rebel-held town, 
he was exercising what used to be 
called gunboat diplomacy. But he 
was also following a long-standing 
American policy of retaliating 
against the use of chemical weapons 
(included in the description of 
weapons of mass destruction) 
anywhere. In fact the strike was 

no more than a slap 
on the wrist with 
minimal casualties as 
a warning not only 
to Syria’s president 
Assad but also to his 
Russian allies. In fact 
Trump was doing what 
successive American 
leaders have promised 
to do but few, 
especially ex-president 
Obama, ever did. Will 
the slap on the wrist 
work? We shall see. On 
the other hand, there is 
little sign of an end to 
the Syrian civil war.

On the face of 
it, the so far vocal 
confrontation with 
North Korea is more 
serious. Commonly 
known as the Hermit 
Kingdom, Communist 
North Korea is the 
world’s most repressive 
state. It has been in a 
state of war with the 
United Nations since 
its invasion of South 
Korea in 1950 and is 

ProPaganda wars

More than 10,000 Catholic Christians were martyred in Korea in the 19th century.   
Korea has, reportedly, the fourth largest number of martyrs in the Catholic world.
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subject to severe sanctions that, like 
all such restrictions, have limited 
effect upon a totalitarian state. It has 
a massive army – almost 10 million 
strong including reserves – from a 
population of almost 25 million. 
It is well-armed although much of 
its weaponry is obsolescent. North 
Korea lacks a capacity to project 
power beyond South Korea, itself 
well-armed and backed by American 
forces. Most external concern arises 
from North Korea’s growing nuclear 
weapons and missile programs 
of which its government boasts 
but whose performance so far is 
unconvincing.

If we look beyond North 
Korea’s bombast, some admittedly 
tentative conclusions can be drawn. 
North Korea is an extravagantly 
repressive society without external 
friends. Almost a million people 
are believed to be in labour camps 
and there is no rule of law. North 
Korea has suffered recently from 
severe famines being bailed out 
by other countries including the 
United States and South Korea. 
Now even China shows signs of 
being impatient with North Korea’s 
intransigence and attempts at 
international destabilisation. China 
has the ability to cripple North 
Korea by withholding its supply of 
oil but, so far, has desisted.

Put simply, North Korea’s 
overriding national policy is survival 
of the regime. The North Korean 
government maintains itself by strict 
repression of any even seeming 
resistance. Theoretically it seeks to 
reunify the Korean peninsula by 
absorbing South Korea by peaceful 
or violent means. It maintains a 
constantly threatening military 
posture towards the South but 
fears that it could not win a military 
tussle with the South backed as it 
is by the United States that can still 
claim the authority of the United 
Nations – for whatever that is 
worth. Occasionally it indulges in 
small-scale terrorist attacks that be 
exercised over great distances.

Despite a formal constitutional 
structure, actual power lies with 
Kim Jong-un, grandson of North 

Korea’s former dictator, Kim Il-sung, 
the so-called Great Leader. Kim 
Il-sung is officially revered as the 
eternal President of North Korea. 
His son, the long-term successor 
to the Great Leader, was known as 
the Dear Leader and is regarded as 
the eternal Secretary. His son, Kim 
Jong-un, is entitled the Supreme 
Leader and it is his head on the 
chopping block in the event of 
either defeat in war or from some 
internal upheaval. More than most, 
uneasy lies the head of such a 
dictator and Kim knows it. That 
uneasiness is probably responsible 
for some of Kim’s current nuclear 
and missile infatuation.

North Korea is widely regarded 
in the rest of the world as a rogue 
state.  But the rest of the world 
has, until recently, been inclined 
to ignore it. The current program 
to develop short, intermediate and 
long range ballistic missiles with 
nuclear warheads has generated 
considerable fear and uncertainty 
in South Korea and Japan. The 
program, it seems, is not working 
satisfactorily and the United States 
under its new president has moved 
to reduce that fear. President 
Trump’s deployment of an aircraft 
carrier battle group to North Korea’s 
neighbourhood is at this stage a 
step in more gunboat diplomacy, 
designed to sooth those fears and 
to warn Kim that, to coin a phrase, 
there’s a new sheriff in town. 
Gunboat diplomacy has immense 
value because it creates uncertainty. 
If the target does not know where 

the gunboats are, his range of 
options are reduced. Unlike Kim’s 
nuclear enthusiasm, it is designed 
to reduce tensions rather than 
exacerbate them.

Even if Kim were to acquire 
reliable and deliverable nuclear 
weapons, his options are extremely 
limited. As with every nuclear 
weapons-armed state, their primary, 
even sole, purpose is to create 
uncertainty and therefore to deter. 
Kim’s main interest will be to 
use them as a deterrent against 
conventional assault from the US 
or South Korea, neither of which 
show any interest in destroying 
the regime. Given West Germany’s 
experience with reunification after 
1990, prosperous South Korea has 
no genuine interest in reunifying 
the Korean peninsula.

In any case, nuclear deterrence 
works. Counting Israel that denies 
that it has nuclear weapons, there 
are eight nuclear armed states in 
the world. But as a senior Israeli 
officer told me many years ago: “do 
you really think that a country like 
Israel could use such an abominable 
weapon even in a last extremity?” 
The simple reality is that nuclear 
weapons have no military value. Any 
deterrent value they possess is lost 
as soon as used. Nuclear weapons 
have a political, not military, value. 
I suspect Kim Jong-un knows this 
only too well.

MicHael o’connor is a former patrol officer in 
Papua New Guinea. He also served in the Royal 
Australian Navy as an intelligence officer. He writes 
regularly for Annals.

Learning from Terror  
in the 60s and 70s

THE FOCUS on the background of individual terrorists, their philosophy, and 
the Red Army Faction’s [RAF’s] organizational culture assisted West German 

law enforcement to effectively engage the RAF thus diminishing their overall 
effectiveness. … The introduction of computer technology in conjunction 
with Human Intelligence [HUMINT] management and group cultural study 
were paramount in assisting the West German authorities in defeating the 
RAF. The study and understanding of the culture of any group must not be 
underestimated. … HUMINT  played a major role in this type of investigation 
and contributed significantly to the eventual dismantling of the RAF. 

– John Catherine, currently employed in the US by the Department of Homeland Security.  
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The founding of the Australia I admire was based on great hardship, broad 
shoulders and a good deal of national sacrifice during two world wars.  In a 
sense this thus seems the unlikeliest of countries to succumb almost totally now 

to the extremely faddish fashions of post-modernist, would-be intellectuals.

FLOOD OF MEMORIES
By Giles Auty

H E  TE R R I B LE 
f l oo ds  r e cen t l y 
afflicting Far North 
Queens land not 
only evoked my 
profound sympathy 
f o r  e v e r y o n e 

concerned but also provoked a flood 
of memories for me as place names 
such as Airlie Beach and Proserpine 
appeared suddenly and rather 
unexpectedly on the national news. 

In days when I still 
wrote regularly about art 
in a national Australian 
newspaper I did my 
best to encourage the 
activities of remote art 
societies by judging 
annual competitions at 
places as diverse as Airlie 
Beach, Alice Springs and 
Mount Gambier.  

I also enjoyed the 
privilege of helping 
large groups of keen, 
mostly amateur artists 
to hone their drawing 
and painting skills at 
such further, even more 
outlandish venues as 
Yeppoon, Cooktown, 
Einasleigh and 
Jowalbinna.

Artists who want 
to learn practical 
skills are much more 
rewarding to teach than 
today’s art students 
who generally prefer 
to concern themselves 
largely with what 

particular fashionable attitude to 
adopt.  Since almost all of my rural 
classes took place outdoors, it was 
generally vital to find areas of shade 
in which groups of artists could 
work comfortably leaving only their 
instructor to brave the heat of the 
sun while moving between one 
distant group and another.  Happily 
the famous, haunting song of the 
Wompoo Fruit Dove frequently 
enlivened my tropical strolls.

While it is relatively easy to find 
Cooktown and Einasleigh on a map, 
the same does not necessarily apply 
to Jowalbinna.  That is because it 
lies some 50 kilometers from the 
nearest official landmark and is – 
or was – accessible only by military- 
style vehicles. 

The founder of the site first 
discovered the area while flying over 
it and then subsequently explored 
it on horseback.  The site owner’s 

supposedly tame dingoes 
apart, the camping 
area was normally the 
preserve at night only 
of wild pigs and scrub 
bulls.  On clear nights 
the number of stars 
visible defied belief as 
also did feelings evoked 
by an immemorial 
and virtually pristine 
landscape.

Until the owner’s 
dwelling and nearby 
camp-site were built 
no other human beings 
had probably lived in 
that general area for 
well over a hundred 
years yet ample evidence 
existed, largely in caves, 
of thousands of years 
of local Aboriginal 
settlement.  

One especially 
remote example of such 
habitation contained 
drawings of an animal – 
a giant wombat – which 
became extinct 8,000 

advanCe australia Fair
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years ago along with images in an 
identical style made as recently as 
1860 and featuring mounted native 
police.  

The extreme transience of 
Western art styles seemed to me to 
be put into their proper perspective 
by such a heartening example of 
graphic consistency.  

At locations such as Jowalbinna 
and Einasleigh, which were 
chosen for the cheapness of the 
accommodation on offer rather 
than simply for their remoteness, it 
is possible to respond to Australia’s 
ancient as well as more recent settler 
history via one’s innermost being.  

Einasleigh, in spite of access 
largely by a deeply rutted dirt road, 
once boasted a working copper 
mine.  However since the closing of 
that more than half a century ago 
roughly half of the town’s formerly 
fine timber buildings have collapsed.  

One of the few to remain upright 
was the local inn, although the 
sometime dance hall next door was 
completely prostrate. Our party 
apart, the inn was used largely by 
jackaroos, helicopter pilots tracking 
herds of stolen cattle, backpackers 
en route from Cairns to the 
Northern Territory and occasional 
miners from Forsayth.  

At Einasleigh I witnessed the 
famous Flying Doctor Service in 
action when its personnel arrived 
at night to collect a seriously ill 
child. All those drinking in the pub 
were asked to use their vehicles to 
light up the local airstrip so that 
the plane could descend out of 
the surrounding hills and make 
a full circuit before the ‘proper’ 
airfield lights - powered by 12 volt 
car batteries - were switched on.  
These latter had a ‘life’ of only four 
minutes, two of which would be 
needed for the subsequent take-off .   

The success of the operation, 
which I witnessed twenty years ago, 
told me something very agreeable 
about an older, tougher and for 
me much more attractive Australia.  
Probably many of those involved 
in the operation would be deemed 
rednecks today by our current urban 
elites - or by promoters of post-

modern, politically correct agendas.  
Even the Australia of which I 

happily became a citizen ten years 
ago was much more praiseworthy 
in my eyes than today’s version 
which has largely been betrayed by 
activists, academics and  puffed-up 
public servants.  For Australia’s 
previous decency read widespread 
present decadence.

In my early years here I also made 
a brace of trips by light aircraft in 
the company of other artist friends.  
The first took in Moree, Longreach, 
Birdsville, Uluru, William Creek, 
Coober Pedy, Wilpena Pound and 
Broken Hill while the second – in 
an even smaller plane – involved 
only Bathurst and Broome, with an 
overnight stop at Alice Springs.  

During 18 hours in the air, the 
only other airborne object we saw 
was a wedge-tailed eagle which 
peered inquisitively into our 
cockpit.  This would have been 
near Yuendumu – a name I knew 
previously only from an exhibition 
of very fine Aboriginal art which I 
had seen in London some years 
earlier.

The founding of the Australia I 
admire was based on great hardship, 
broad shoulders and a good deal of 

national sacrifice during two world 
wars.  In a sense this thus seems the 
unlikeliest of countries to succumb 
almost totally now to the extremely 
faddish fashions of post-modernist, 
would-be intellectuals.  

During the last conversation 
I had, for example, with an arts 
editor here I was informed that 
my experienced international art 
criticism was valueless since it failed 
to be founded on ‘Marxist analysis’.

Oddly enough I had written a 
number of articles for a Russian art 
magazine years before the collapse 
of communism itself or of my own 
arrival in Australia.  This was for 
the magazine of the Russian Union 
of Artists (Moscow Branch) whose 
editor and readers were desperate 
to learn whatever they could about 
notable British 20th century artists 
such as Henry Moore.  

Strangely the editor did not ask 
me to couch my writing in terms of 
‘Marxist analysis’ – whatever that 
might be – but in terms of clear, 
descriptive English prose which 
could then be translated with 
relative ease into Russian.  

Almost everything described in 
contemporary Australia as Marxist 
or neo-Marxist – such as our present 

Fatwa Valley and its Spin Doctors

THE SAUDI clergy produces Islamism, which both threatens the country 
and gives legitimacy to the regime. One has to live in the Muslim world 

to understand the immense transformative influence of religious television 
channels on society by accessing its weak links: households, women, rural 
areas. Islamist culture is widespread in many countries — Algeria, Morocco, 
Tunisia, Libya, Egypt, Mali, Mauritania. There are thousands of Islamist 
newspapers and clergies that impose a unitary vision of the world, tradition 
and clothing on the public space, on the wording of the government’s laws 
and on the rituals of a society they deem to be contaminated. It is worth 
reading certain Islamist newspapers to see their reactions to the attacks in 
Paris. The West is cast as a land of ‘infidels.’ The attacks were the result of 
the onslaught against Islam. Muslims and Arabs have become the enemies 
of the secular and the Jews. The Palestinian question is invoked along with 
the rape of Iraq and the memory of colonial trauma, and packaged into a 
messianic discourse meant to seduce the masses. Such talk spreads in the 
social spaces below, while up above, political leaders send their condolences 
to France and denounce a crime against humanity. This totally schizophrenic 
situation parallels the West’s denial regarding Saudi Arabia. All of which leaves 
one skeptical of Western democracies’ thunderous declarations regarding the 
necessity of fighting terrorism.
– Kamel Daoudnov, ‘Saudi Arabia, an ISIS that has made it,’ The New York Times, Nov 20, 2015.  
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infamous Safe Schools programs - 
are utter misnomers, to say nothing 
of utter rubbish.

I should admit here that Marx, 
who died 134 years ago, is by no 
means my favourite historic figure 
but I do not feel he deserves the 
now endemic use of his name to 
describe ideas or activities for which 
he – like most of the rest of us - 
would surely have felt no sympathy 
whatsoever. 

Apparently the population of 
Sydney reached five million just a 
few days ago now.  Who precisely 
are the extra one and a half million 
inhabitants who now grace our 
shores since I first came here 
myself?  And who exactly have 
authorized or helped to arrange 
their entry?  

If you live in Sydney make a 
drive some weekend to certain areas 
formerly deemed uninhabitable 
owing to summer temperatures and 
drought. Dark grey roofs now blight 
the landscape for as far as the eye 
can see and some houses are built 
on such small blocks that residents 
of quite large houses could easily 
shake hands with their neighbours 
via their adjacent toilet windows.  

When their children grow up 
where will the room exist to park 
several cars from one family on an 
already narrow street?

Some form of collective madness 
is taking control now of a country 
of which we all once have been 
extremely proud.  Where and when 
– if ever - will the nonsense which is 
happening now be arrested?

Finally I wonder what members 
of a certain breed of animals – the 
Thylacine or Tasmanian Tiger – 
which officially became extinct back 
in 1934 will think of present-day 
Australia when,  thanks to the 
wonders of modern technology,  
they become officially declared once 
more to be with us?

Giles auty was born in the UK and trained 
privately as a painter. He worked professionally 
as an artist for 20 years. Publication of his The Art 
of Self Deception swung his career towards criti-
cism. He was art critic for The Spectator from 1984 
to 1995.  He continues to devote himself to his 
original love - painting. He is a regular contributor 
to Annals.
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BooK review

PILGRIM FATHER’S  
INTERNATIONAL JOURNEY

By James Murray

HIS BIOGRAPHY 
i s  a  marve l  o f 
compression yet its 
subject is a veteran 
m u l t i f a r i o u s l y 
renowned classics 
scholar and teacher 

who for many years has travelled 
the heart lines of the Catholic 
Church.  Born 1924, educated by 
the Christian Brothers, he became 
academically eligible for university 
entrance at 14 but was prevented 
by then current regulations.

He began his true scholarly 
path in 1940 at the Jesuit novitiate 
Loyola College, Watsonia where, on 
becoming a scholastic, he took the 
simple vows of poverty, chastity and 
obedience.

Onto Newman College at the 
University of Melbourne to begin 
studies for a BA Honours Classics 
awarded in 1946 after an interval 
at Loyola for Philosophical studies, 
including Ethics, Psychology, 
Cosmology, Philosophy of God, 
Ontology and Epistemology.  

He added Comparative Philology 
to his quiver before heading for 
Rome and his PhD which resulted 
in the Leeper Gold Medal for 
Classics awarded to the best 
student by the Classical Association 
of Victoria.

Margaret Muller records her 
subject’s comment:  ‘The awarding 
of the medal to a Catholic - and a 
Jesuit to boot – caused something 
of a stir among those who knew 
how little sympathy the late 
Dr. Leeper had for my form of 
Christian witness. However, I was 
never aware of any such reserve in 

any of the university personnel with 
whom I was academically associated 
during my years of classical studies.’ 

In 1949, he began the next stage 
of his formation, Regency, involving 
teaching at St. Ignatius College, 
Sydney where, among many duties, 
he coached Under-14 rugby – not 
easy for an Aussie Rules player and 
South Melbourne supporter. 

From Riverview, he was posted to 
Canisius College.  There he began 

four years of study, known as the 
Theologate, as part of the Jesuit 
training pattern: first a university 
degree then theological studies. 

In 1955, a fortnight before his 
31st birthday and 15 years after 
he entered the novitiate, came 
the culmination of those studies: 
ordination to the priesthood by 
Norman Cardinal Gilroy at Sydney’s 
St. Mary’s Cathedral.

Margaret Muller notes a happy 
co-incidence: Cardinal Gilroy 
resurrected Mary MacKillop’s 
cause; Fr. Gardiner would become 
prime postulator of the cause and, 
at 77, invite Mary Casey, a Sister of 
St Joseph with two Doctorates in 
Canon Law to become his Vice-
Postulator.

But that is to get ahead of our 
pilgrim scholar’s progress.  Post-
ordination and post- completion 
of his Theologate, he sailed from 
Sydney to Rome to study for a 
PhD in Theology at the Gregorian 
University, a development of the 
college originally established by St. 
Ignatius in 1551.   

From the pages of Margaret 
Muller’s biography, Fr. Gardiner 
emerges as cool, calm and collected 
as he returned to Australia in 1970 
from his travels, which had also 
included his ancestral country 
Ireland.

But on his assignment to teach 
philosophy, first at Melbourne’s 
Watsonia, then at Campion College, 
Kew, he discovered  ‘a different 
world’ and was ‘disturbed to 
find confirmation of his earlier 
perception that the students and 
some of the “authorities” were 

Fr. Paul Bernard Gardiner SJ,  
A Long Journey ‘ad maiorem Dei 
gloriam’ By Margaret Muller, Mary 
MacKillop Penola Centre Portland 

Street Penola SA 5277 rrp $20
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less inclined to take these studies 
seriously’. 

Between 1978 and 1982, Fr. 
Gardiner worked at the Jesuit Curia 
in Rome, where he met another 
Melbourne priest, Aldo Rebeschini 
who spoke to him of his research 
into the life of Mary MacKillop, 
research carried out at the behest of 
Cardinal James Knox.   

Returned to Riverview in 1983,  
Fr. Gardiner became directly 
involved in the Cause of Mary 
MacKillop (formally begun in 
1973).  His response on, receiving 
a telephone call from his Provincial, 
Fr. Paul Duffy about working on the 
Cause is characteristic:

“Well you are in charge and you 
are asking me, so you must think I 
can handle it.  I will accept although 
I do not think either of us knows 
quite what is involved.’  I could not 
have spoken a truer word than that 
concessive cause.”  

What was involved gives 
Fr. Gardiner the status of GK 
Chesterton’s Father Brown crossed 
with Agatha Christie’s Herculé 
Poirot (with Sister Mary Casey 
as Miss Marples). As for Margaret 
Muller’s account of the canonization 
process, including the assessment of 
miracles, it could form the basis of 
a journalistic exercise for students 
aiming to be investigative reporters.  

The first outcome came in 1995 
when Pope John Paul II presided at 
the beatification   of Mother Mary 
of the Cross in Sydney; the second 
in 2010 when Pope Benedict XVI 
declared her a saint – Australia’s 
first, and one born into the kind of 
exiled family who could say: 

From the lone shieling of the misty 
island

Mountains divide us, and a waste of 
seas

Yet still the blood is strong, the heart 
is Highland,

And we in dreams behold the 
Hebrides.

John Galt’s poem makes no 
reference to the Mass-stones on 
the braes of Lochaber to which 
persecuted Catholics resorted to 
hear Mass said by intrepid priests.

Father Paul Bernard Gardiner 
SJ, who visited Lochaber, was such 

a priest. Now deceased, he was in 
active retirement, when this book 
appeared, at Penola, South Australia 
where Mary MacKillop began her 
mission to all Australia – and the 
world – in 1866. She was advised 
and assisted by the Penola parish 

priest, the redoubtable Fr. Julian 
Tenison Woods. 

JaMes Murray is a Glasgow-born Catholic. A 
Sydney-based writer his career includes ten years in 
Fleet Street, and contributions to Australia’s major 
publications.  He writes Annals  film reviews, and is 
the author of our ever-popular Media Matters.

An Authoritative Teacher  
of One Faith

IN THE last place in which I ministered as an Anglican clergyman 
(it was a small seaside place) I was in full communion with the 

following religious teachers: One good and really learned man 
thanked GOD that the Church of England had never taught the 
doctrine of everlasting punishment, in which he sincerely disbelieved; 
another delighted in teaching the poor Italians to read their Bible 
instead of going to Mass; a third agreed with him; a fourth considered 
this a grievous sin, and felt it advisable to interpolate the Anglican 
Communion service with prayer from the Roman, or (which is the 
same thing) the Sarum Missal; a fifth, good as gold, and with all the 
charm of innocence, was vague as Maurice and Kingsley ; a sixth 
would take the greatest trouble to get a (Roman) Catholic priest to 
attend a dying Catholic ; a seventh had left the Church of England, or 
at least given up his ministry, on the ground that she had committed 
herself to a position of indifference on the subject of everlasting 
punishment. We were presided over by a Bishop, an amiable man, 
whose opinions on our points of disagreement we were never able 
to discover. Now I am not retailing scandals. These men were, I have 
every reason to suppose, men of blameless moral character. But 
here was the Church of England in miniature - failing in the one point 
without which a Church is no longer what the Church was when she 
came forth from the Upper Chamber in Jerusalem -- an authoritative 
teacher of one faith. At the same time the faithful from all parts 
of the globe were pouring in their jubilee gifts to the successor of  
St. Peter, each gift (save a few, that represented Imperial and Royal 
respect, such as those from Germany and England) being an act 
of faith, and all these faithful from the four quarters of the globe are 
being taught on those matters that concern the life of the individual, 
one and one only faith, taught it definitely, taught it authoritatively ; 
and their ancestors have been taught the same and Gallicanism is 
no more ; and you may see (as I have seen) a Strossmayer bringing 
his faithful to the feet of the occupant of the Fisherman’s Throne ; and 
you may read how Père Gratry, whom you quote so approvingly, not 
only withdrew his opposition to the decrees of the Vatican Council, 
but in a beautiful letter to a friend explains why, and withdraws and 
regrets the passage that you quote ; and you may see the disciples 
of Rosmini submitting themselves with supernatural joy to the Holy 
See by anticipation : in short, as though our Lord would make His call 
to English Churchmen as loud and clear as it may be at this critical 
hour in the world’s history, He has brought it about, in the ways of His 
providence, that there should be indeed signs and wonders following 
them that believe in Himself, the incarnate Lord, and in the authority 
which He has instituted to represent Himself.

– Luke Rivington, A Plain Reason for Joining the Church of Rome, London, 1890, p.13-15. 
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Violence was definitely a part of the rapid rise and expansion of Islam. At 
the time, no one found anything blameworthy in Muhammad’s military 

actions since wars were part of the Arab Bedouin culture. Today, the 
problem is that the fiercest Muslim groups keep adopting that model.

REFLECTIONS ON ISLAMIC EXTREMISM
By Paul Stenhouse 

 N THESE days of radical, 
political Islam, attempts 
by non-Muslims [or even 
by Muslims], to discuss or 
study critically the nature and 
history of Islam and its sacred 
and religious literature, often 

are represented as attacks on Islam or 
on Muslims. 

This is especially true of 
attempts to discuss or study the text 
of the Qur’an. Since the beginning 
of the 9th century 
ad Muslims have 
been forbidden to 
interpret the text. 
The so-called 
‘door of inter-
pretation’ the 
‘bāb al-Ijtihād’ 
remains closed for 
Sunni Muslims 
to this day.1 Even 
attempting to 
understand the 
Qur’an could be 
seen as a wish to 
challenge it.2

For centuries 
this decision has 
posed a serious 
problem for 
Sunni Islam, the 
majority sect 
of Islam. Since 
interpreting the Qur’an is forbidden, 
modern-day Muslims wanting to 
distance themselves from suicide 
bombers and extremists, and from 
an inflexible politico-religious 
system that is becoming embedded 
in its 7th century ad Bedouin 

culture and origins, find themselves 
isolated and reduced to silence. 

Extremist and radical Wahhabists 
and Salafists, on the other hand, 
control many of the world’s 
mosques and subscribe to the view 
of Sheikh Yūsuf al-Qaradāwī, 
religious guide of the Muslim 
Brotherhood, that killing people 
who leave Islam is essential: ‘An 
apostate is to be killed’.3 

Following the recent terrorist 
attack by 22-year-old Salman 
Ramadan Abedi, that killed 22 
– mainly young girls and their 
mothers – and wounded 59, as they 
attended a concert by American 
singer Ariana Grande in Manchester 

last month,4 a brief debate took 
place on Sydney TV between a 
controversial young Shi‘ite Imam 
and a prominent Muslim medico.5 

The subject: the causes of 
radicalization of young Muslims in 
Australia and around the world.

The imam produced an Al-Qaeda 
flag that he said he purchased from 
a Melbourne shop, and went on,

‘These things can be obtained 
from anywhere, even online or on 

the Internet, but 
when you have 
stores openly selling 
these items … 
creating this Jihadi 
atmosphere for the 
youth to put on their 
cars … Our books 
teach the beheading 
of people … The 
Islamic scriptures 
are exactly what is 
pushing these people 
to behead the infidel 
… the person who 
killed the young 
girls in Manchester 
did so believing he 
was going to dine 
with the prophet 
Muhammed that 
very night’.

In his reply, 
the medico, who 
roundly condemned 

the Manchester bombing in his 
opening remarks, said:

‘I don’t know where the Imam’s 
got his information from. The 
[Islamic] Scriptures existed for 
hundreds of years, they did not 
incite violence or terror acts; it is 
an ideology of the so-called Islamic 

extremism in FoCus

The flag of ISIS reads: [top line] ‘There is no God but God.’ In the bubble,  
reading from the bottom: ‘Muhammad is the prophet of God.’
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State and they are actually targeting 
the vulnerable young people … 
there is nothing in our religion 
that would support the killing of 
innocent people.’
At this point the discussion 

degenerated into a cacophany, with 
each speaking loudly over the other, 
and ended abruptly. 

Whatever may be the truth 
behind harsh criticisms of the 
young Imam and questions about 
his religious status,6 fair-minded 
people reading the Islamic Holy 
Books and other respected literature 
would know that the Imam had 
good reasons for being concerned,7 
and that whatever modern 
polemicists may claim, the Qur’an 
and the sunna [Islamic traditions 
connected to Muhammad] emerged 
at a time of great economic 
hardship and social unrest and 
cruelty, and have given rise to acts 
of violence and oppression.

Anyone doubting this should 
read Ibn Ishāq’s Life of Muhammad, 
or Al-Bukhārī or Al-Tirmidhī or 
another of the authors of the six 
recognized collections of Hadith, or 
Al-Tabarī’s History of the Prophets 
and Kings, or The Conquest of 
Abyssinia by Shihāb ad-Dīn Ahmad 
ibn ‘Abd al-Qāder, or myriad other 
works, in addition to the Qur’an.

Ibn Ishāq’s biography of 
Muhammad, written in the eighth 
century ad, was preceded by a 
number of earlier biographies called 
Kitāb al-Maghāzī.  These took their 

name from the 80 or so military 
campaigns and raids [ghazawāt], 
conducted by Muhammad 
during his ten years in Medina. 
According to Ibn Ishāq Muhammad 
participated in 19 of these raids and 
pillaging expeditions. 

‘Violence was definitely a part 
of the rapid rise and expansion 
of Islam. At the time, no one 
found anything blameworthy in 
Muhammad’s military actions since 
wars were part of the Arab Bedouin 
culture. Today, the problem is that 
the fiercest Muslim groups keep 
adopting that model. They say, “We 
have to take Islam to non-Muslims 
as the Prophet did, through war 

and violence,” and they base these 
statements on some verses from the 
Qur’an.’8

The day after the inconclusive 
debate described above took place, 
28 Coptic Christians were gunned 
down on a bus traveling to a 
monastery near the city of Minya. 
The attack was launched by masked 
terrorists who arrived in three 
pick-up trucks and opened fire on 
the passengers, many of whom 
were children. Egyptian intelligence 
believes the Minya attack was led 
by ISIS jihadists based in Libya.9  

Five days later, more than 
80 people, mainly civilians on 

Refugees not Welcome

MORE THAN four million Syrian refugees have been resettled in just five 
nations: Turkey (1.9 million Syrian refugees), Lebanon (1.2 million), 

Jordan (650,000), Iraq (249,463) and Egypt (132,375). Globally, 104,410 
resettlement places have been offered, but that’s a mere 2.6 per cent of the 
total population of Syrian refugees, Amnesty International said. And their lives 
there are not easy. Funding shortages have forced many refugees in Lebanon to 
live on less than half a dollar a day, while in Jordan, 80 per cent live below the 
poverty line. … In a television interview this week, Kuwaiti commentator Fahad 
Alshelaimi said his country was simply too expensive for refugees, New York 
Times reported. “You can’t welcome people from another environment and 
another place who have psychological or nervous system problems or trauma 
and enter them into societies,” he said, adding Kuwait was more appropriate 
for labourers. … Others argue the Gulf states have generously contributed 
humanitarian aid. … Saudi Arabia has donated $US18.4 million. ... A spokesman 
for UNHCR told Bloomberg there were around 500,000 Syrians living in Saudi 
Arabia but they were not classified as refugees. … As the Gulf states are not 
signatories to the UN’s 1951 Refugee Convention, those who flee to the Gulf 
states receive no protection or financial support and no citizenship.

– ‘Why the rich Gulf states are saying no to Syria’s refugees,’ 
Lauren McMah, news.com.au September 9, 2015.

Clare Communications Co
PTY LTD Clare Communications Co
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This claim about ‘women’s 
rights’ has to be seen in the light of 
the following: 

The Australian Federal Police 
investigated 69 incidents of forced 
or under-age marriage in the 2015-
2016 financial year, up from 33 the 
previous year.  

There are no official figures but 
it is estimated that there are 83,000 
women and girls in Australia who 
may have been subjected to female 
genital mutilation. 

The Royal Commission into 
Institutional Responses to Child 
Sexual Abuse, which has spent the 
past four years probing numerous 
religious organizations, has made no 
inquiries into Islam.13

Last year, a 14-year-old 
Melbourne girl was forced to marry 
a 34-year-old, in a ceremony at a 
Victorian mosque. In March, the 
man pleaded guilty to a criminal 
charge of forced-marriage. The 
Melbourne imam who performed 
the Islamic wedding ceremony, 
is also due to appear in court on 
criminal charges. 

As a young Muslim woman 
recently claimed on Q&A that Islam 
was the ‘most feminist religion,’14 
it may be instructive to see whether 
Muslim scholars of the Qur’an – 
authors of the better-known tafāsir 
or ‘commentaries’ – agree with her 
on the controversial topic of the 
place and treatment of women in 
Islam.  

Of the three classic 
commentators on the Qur’an 
– Al-Tabarī [died 923 ad], 
al-Zamakhsharī [died 1143 ad] 
and al-Baidawī [died 1286 ad] - 
the latter, ‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar 
al-Baidawī is the most popular and 
respected authority, and reputedly 
the most quoted, despite his 
acknowledged lack of originality.

Commenting on Sura 12 of 
the Qur’an and on the expression 
referring there to Jacob, ‘think 
of me as in my dotage,’ in verse 
94, al-Baidawī notes that dotage 
[mufnid] ‘is deficiency of intellect 
arising from old age. Consequently 
one does not talk about an “old 
woman in her dotage” because 
deficiency of intellect is an essential 

their way to work in Kabul, were 
brutally murdered and 460 injured, 
in a massive vehicle bombing 
in Afghanistan;10 and a young 
Australian Muslim girl and 14 others 
were murdered in Baghdad by ISIS, 
which boasted that it was targeting 
Shiite Muslims in the suicide 
bombing – even though the bombing 
occurred in a Christian quarter.11

Eight days later, on June 3, three 
suicide bombers killed 12 people 
and wounded 90, while mourners 
were attending a funeral in Kabul. 

The well-known Arabist and 
leading commentator on matters 
Islamic, Jesuit Father Samir Khalil 
Samir, whom we quoted above, 
noted some years ago, that 

‘This current state of malaise 
[within Islam] results from the 
very sources of the Muslim faith: 
the Qur’an, the sunna [Islamic 
traditions connected to Muhammad] 
and tradition. Many Westerners fear 
Islam as a “religion of violence”. 
Muslims often call simultaneously 
for tolerance and understanding as 
well as for violence and aggression. 
In fact, both options are present in 
the Qur’an and the sunna. These 
are two legitimate manners – 
two distinct ways to interpret, to 
understand and to live Islam. It is up 
to the individual Muslim to decide 
what he wants Islam to be.’

It is not uncommon when 
questions about the rights and 
position of women in Islam arise, 
to find the media quoting young 
and articulate Muslim women who 
emphatically deny that Islam poses 
any  threat to the well-being and 
happiness of women.

The implication appears to be 
that Sunni Islam, the sect to which 
most Muslims in Australia belong, 
must be moderate and peaceful, 
and the Islamic Holy Books can’t 
contain anything likely to radicalize 
young Muslims, because these 
Muslim girls are articulate and 
content with their lot.

Readers may recall that in 2011 
the Australian Federation of Islamic 
Councils argued that Islamic Law, 
Sharia, ‘guarantees women’s 
rights that are not recognised in 
mainstream Australian courts.’12 
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The media have their own 
agenda for giving air time to 
attractive young Muslim women 
whose opinions often ignore or 
contradict the interpretation of 
the Qur’an given above.  But 
if politicians and the media are 
genuinely interested in the truth, let 
them also canvass the views of the 
brothers, fathers and husbands of 
these young women. 

We don’t doubt that most 
Muslims came to Australia seeking 
a new and happier life than the 
one they had in their homeland. 
All  who are genuinely interested 
in putting an end to radicalization 
of young Australian Muslims, 
and improving the lot of Muslim 
women in Australia, should 
encourage well-informed and 
courageous Muslims from all our 
Islamic communities – Sunni, Shia,  
Ismaili, Ahmadi, ‘Alawi, Ibadi and 
Druze among others – to express 
their views fearlessly on how best 
to achieve this.  
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intelligence and religion than you. 
A cautious sensible man could be 
led astray by some of you”. The 
women asked, “O Allah’s apostle! 
What is deficient in our intelligence 
and religion?” He said, “Is not the 
evidence of two women equal to the 
witness of one man?” They replied 
in the affirmative. He said, “This is 
the deficiency in your intelligence. 
Isn’t it true that a woman can 
neither pray nor fast during her 
menses?” The women replied in the 
affirmative. He said: “This is the 
deficiency in your religion.”20

As for the view of woman 
generally reflected in the 
Qur’an, the recently published 
Encyclopaedia of the Qur’an sums 
up the concept of woman found in 
it as follows: ‘undoubtedly [it is] 
that of a being who is considered 
to be weak, flawed or passive ... 
not surprisingly, the earth is female 
and humans consider themselves 
her masters … Women’s subaltern 
status is reflected in verses that 
position them among orphans, 
children, and men who are too weak 
to fight.’ 21

These are matters of some 
moment. Especially when most 
Muslims regard the Qur’an to be 
the words of God, not the words of 
Muhammad. 

characteristic of a woman.’15

Lest it should be thought that 
Baidawī was expressing some 
personal, misogynistic, view at 
variance with traditional Islamic 
thought, Abu al- Qasim Mahmud 
ibn ‘Umar al-Zamakhsharī [died 
1143 ad] comments: ‘A woman, 
even when young, is not endowed 
with wits, so her wits  cannot be 
said to fail in old age’.16

Edward William Lane, in his 
Lexicon,17 cites seven authorities 
who  concur that ‘unsound of 
mind because of extreme old 
age [mufnid]’ cannot be used of 
a woman ‘because she has not 
possessed judgement [even] in her 
youth’. One source added, ‘at any 
time’. 18

The study of these tafāsir, 
or commentaries, and therefore 
of the writings of Baidawī and 
Zamakhsharī among others, is an 
essential part of the education in 
Islamic madrasas. Along with the 
hadith [sayings of Muhammad] 
and fikh [Islamic principles of 
jurisprudence] the tafāsir are 
elements in traditional Islamic 
curricula.19

As well as featuring young 
Muslim women who may or 
may not be  free in what they 
say, the media should also 
interview young Muslim men, 
and ask them if they agree 
with the views of Baidawī 
and Zamakhsharī in regard 
to women; and if they agree 
with sayings attributed to 
Muhammad found in various 
hadith that deal with the same 
subject.

For instance, al-Bukhārī 
records in his collection of 
hadith, that Abu Said Al-Khudri 
related how 

‘once when Allah’s apostle 
[Muhammad] went out … he 
passed by some women and said 
“O women! Give alms, as I have 
seen that the majority of the 
dwellers in Hell-fire were you 
(women).” They asked, “Why is it 
so, O Allah’s apostle?” He replied, 
“You curse frequently, and are 
ungrateful to your husbands. I have 
not seen anyone more deficient in 

Fundamentalists 
and Human 

Rights

IF FUNDAMENTALISM is defined 
and understood by the utter-

ances and actions of its most 
radical proponents, then one 
may conclude that fundamen-
talism is essentially antidemo-
cratic, anti-accommodationist, 
and anti-pluralist, and that it 
violates as a matter of principle 
the standards of human rights 
defended, if not always perfectly 
upheld, by Western democracies.

Fundamentalisms and the State, 
ed. Martin E. Marty and R. Scott 
Appleby, University of Chicago 
Press, 1993, ‘Introduction,’  p.5
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COURTESY

OF COURTESY, it is much less
Than Courage of Heart or Holiness,
Yet in my Walks it seems to me

That the Grace of God is in Courtesy.

On Monks I did in Storrington fall,
They took me straight into their Hall;
I saw Three Pictures on a wall,
And Courtesy was in them all.

The first the Annunciation;
The second the Visitation;
The third the Consolation,
Of God that was Our Lady’s Son.

The first was of St. Gabriel;
On Wings a-flame from Heaven he fell;
And as he went upon one knee
He shone with Heavenly Courtesy.

Our Lady out of Nazareth rode -
It was Her month of heavy load;
Yet was her face both great and kind,
For Courtesy was in Her Mind.

The third it was our Little Lord,
Whom all the Kings in arms adored;
He was so small you could not see
His large intent of Courtesy.

Our Lord, that was Our Lady’s Son,
Go bless you, People, one by one;
My Rhyme is written, my work is done.

  - Hilaire Belloc, 1870-1953
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On Wednesday 22 February in St Patrick’s Church Colebrook, the Benedictine Priory 
of Notre Dame was formally established at a solemn Foundation Mass. His Grace 

Archbishop Porteous presided, and the Mass was celebrated by the new Prior, Fr. Pius 
Mary Noonan osb, a monk from the Abbey of St Joseph at Flavigny, in France.

BURGUNDY, FRANCE,  
TO BURGUNDY IN THE ANTIPODES

By David Daintree

He tiny villaGe of 
Colebrook, near 
the head of the 
Coal River Valley in 
southern Tasmania, 
boasts  a  par ish 
church of unusual 

distinction.  Designed by the great 
Augustus Pugin himself, the model1 
from which the church was built in 
the mid 1850s was 
sent as a gift from 
Pugin – designer 
of the interior 
of the Palace of 
Westminster also 
known  a s  the 
English Houses 
o f  Pa r l i amen t , 
i n c l u d i n g  t h e 
c l o c k  t o w e r 
known a s  B ig 
Ben, among many 
o t h e r  f a m o u s 
public buildings 
and churches – to 
his good friend 
Bishop Will iam 
Willson.  

Internationally 
renowned Pugin 
specialist, Hobart-
based Brian 
Andrews, believes 
the Colebrook 
Church of St Patrick is one of 
the most important buildings in 
Tasmania.  

Externally St Patrick’s is a 
comparatively modest building, 

though also a handsome one.  
Its effect on entering, however, 
always puts me in mind of Dr. 
Who’s ‘Tardis’:  how can it seem so 
roomy?  Its interior is surprisingly 
more spacious and generous than 
one could have imagined possible.  
Not just spacious, but grand and 
splendid and full of light.  

The Sarum-inspired sanctuary 
is separated from the nave by a 
beautifully restored rood screen, 
beyond which the high altar, framed 
by its riddel curtains, glows with the 

reds and golds and lapis blues of a 
medieval manuscript, colours so dear 
to Pugin and so characteristic of his 
work in textiles, ceramics and wood.

On Wednesday 22 February St 
Patrick’s Colebrook was the site of 
an event that must surely change 
the face of the Tasmanian Church.  
The Benedictine Priory of Notre 
Dame was formally established at a 

solemn Foundation 
Mass presided 
over by His Grace 
Archbishop Porteous 
and celebrated by 
the new Prior, Fr Pius 
Mary Noonan, a monk 
from the Abbey of St 
Joseph at Flavigny in 
France.  

Fr Pius, an 
American by birth, 
has been a monk at 
Flavigny for 30 years 
and is an experienced 
retreat leader; 
offering retreats will 
in fact be the special 
charism of the new 
Priory.  

His brief is to 
establish the Priory 
from local resources, 
an approach which 
reflects both the 
generous spirit of 

the Abbot and his confidence in 
the spiritual toughness of the new 
Prior.  Already half a dozen young 
Australian men have become 

BenediCtine monKs in tasmania

Brian Andrews believes the Colebrook church of St Patrick  
is one of the most important buildings in Tasmania.
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aspirants;2 already the little company 
exudes an air of excited confidence 
in the future of their fraternal and 
holy enterprise.

Why Colebrook?  Firstly we have 
Tasmania’s Archbishop Porteous to 
thank for his vision of a Tasmanian 
Catholic Church bolstered by a 
efflorescence of traditional religious 
life.  

Then we are fortunate that he 
was able to match that vision with 
a French monastic community 
generous enough to want to share 
with others the charism it has 
received.  

Finally, there are a lot of us 
here in Tasmania who long to see 
a largely disused yet noble Church 
put to more frequent use:  as a 
remote part of the large parish of 
Richmond, whose priest is already 
overstretched, St Patrick’s is 
inevitably underused.  

We have no certainty that the 
monks will end up here, for they 
are still looking for a suitable piece 
of land as a permanent home, but 
they celebrate all major feasts at 
St Patrick’s and seem to show an 
affectionate commitment.  

There are plenty of Tasmanian 
Catholics with an interest in 
obtaining the blessing of a 
Benedictine presence for both the 
Church and Village of Colebrook.  
What a wonderful thing for 
Colebrook it would be!  God grant 
that it may be so.

Once in a while Providence 
throws up a splendid synchronicity 
of famous births.  The second-last 
decade of the fifth century (480-
490 AD) was one such special time.  
In fact it is hard to think of another 
period in history that produced, in 
the same country (in this case Italy) 
and at virtually the same time, three 
people whose influence on the 
centuries to come has been as potent 
and far-reaching.  Who am I talking 
about?  Cassiodorus, Boethius and 
St Benedict.  

In a nutshell, Cassiodorus was 
an educational innovator who 
founded a scholarly community, 
which he called Vivarium (the 
name means a place in which life is 

nurtured and preserved) in which 
he set himself and his brethren 
the task of preserving for posterity 
‘the best which has been thought and 
said’ (to borrow Matthew Arnold’s 
lovely phrase).  Making books was 
a primary task.  He saw no conflict 
between the Gospel and the noblest 
achievements of the secular and 
pagan world, believing that the 
latter too had God at their root.  
His pioneering work in Christian 
education firmly established the 
twofold structure of the trivium and 
the quadrivium as the basis of what 
we know as the liberal arts.

Boethius died in prison in 
524, having offended the tyrant 
Theodoric, and leaving behind 
his personal manifesto (written in 
prison while awaiting execution) 
Of the Consolation of Philosophy, a 
work of such affecting power that 
it became one of the most widely-
read and influential books in the 
Christian world throughout the next 
fifteen hundred years.  King Alfred 
the Great considered it an essential 
school textbook for his future 
leaders, and may have personally 
made the translation that has since 
circulated under his name.  

The third member of the troika 
is of course St Benedict, writer 
of the famous Rule, and effective 
founder of Western Monasticism.  
Like Cassiodorus he took a tolerant 
view of secular learning – provided 
that it was morally consistent 
with the values of Christianity.  
Copying books in the scriptoria of 
Benedictine monasteries became 
an important charism (as we would 

now say) of monastic life and as a 
result all we possess of the learning 
of the ancient world of western 
Europe comes to us through the 
hands of his monks and their 
successors.  All we possess – a 
huge claim, but a true one.  Until 
comparatively recently Western 
Education owed everything to these 
three men, especially St Benedict, 
and even in these fractured times 
the debt is still enormous.  

What a time that was!  These 
three great men had a fourth 
contemporary, the Emperor Justinian 
(born 482), whose generals spent 
twenty years campaigning up 
and down the length of Italy to 
overthrow the barbarian invaders 
and restore Rome and the whole 
peninsula to the Empire.  It was a 
venture enormously expensive in 
gold and lives, and its success was 
tragically short-lived.  

Boethius never lived to see those 
two decades of terrible conflict, but 
Cassiodorus and Benedict lived 
and completed their splendid work 
right through them.  Amazing it is 
to recall that Benedict’s Rule, that 
sublimely gentle and wise handbook 
of communal life, was written amidst 
a world of violent chaos.

St Benedict’s newest community, 
with that same wonderful Rule 
as its guide, is about to become a 
distinctive and doubtless highly 
influential feature of Church life in 
Tasmania.  

‘From the Burgundy of France 
to the Burgundy of the Antipodes’ 
they come, in their own words, and 
we wish them every success and 
blessing as they carry on the work of 
their great Founder, St Benedict, the 
Patron of Europe.

dr david daintree was President (2008-2012) 
of Australia’s first Liberal Arts Tertiary Institute, 
Campion College Australia ,  f lourishing in 
Toongabbie NSW, before becoming foundation 
Director of the Hobart-based Christopher Dawson 
Centre for Cultural Studies. See http://daviddain-
tree.blogspot.com.au or the Dawson Centre www.
dawsoncentre.org

1. All Pugin’s churches in Tasmania were built from 
models rather than architectural plans!  Sadly not one 
of those original models survives.

2. Including, I was thrilled to find, two of my former 
students from Campion College!
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THE LINDT CAFE INQUEST
By Michael O’Connor

ON 15tH DECEMBER 2014, the Lindt Cafe 
in Sydney’s Martin Place was invaded by 
one Man Monis who took the 18 staff and 
customers hostage allegedly on behalf of 

Islamic State. Police quickly secured the scene and 
attempted to negotiate with Monis. After 16 hours, 
Monis shot dead Tori Johnson, the cafe manager, 
and police moved in. Monis was killed as was a 
customer, Katrina Dawson, by wayward bullets. Now 
after 96 days of hearings, a forest-full of documents 
and transcripts, as well as immense legal costs, the 
findings of the legally-required inquest into the 
deaths has been published in no fewer than 495 
pages by the Coroner, Michael Barnes, and includes 
44 recommendations.

Monis, an Iranian, was at the time free on 
bail on charges of murder as well as a range of 
sexual assaults. He had a history of involvement 
with extremist organisations and public hostility 
towards the Australian government. On the basis 
of his medical history, he was considered to be not 
psychotic. Clearly though he was a violent criminal 
and his relationship to Islamic State was self-
proclaimed and not proven.

In general, the Coroner’s report considers that 
the handling by police of the siege was professional 
throughout. This is in contrast to much of the 
media commentary after the event and since the 
publication of the Coroner’s findings. Unfortunately, 
in their distress, some of the families of the victims 
have been stridently critical of the police operation 
and of certain senior police officers. Their anger 
is understandable but it will not bring the victims 
back. As in many other cases, they were victims 
of a violent criminal and a legal system biased in 
favour of such people rather than their victims. 
The Coroner has found such criticism to be 
unwarranted. 

Much debate ensued over whether Monis 
was a terrorist or just a violent criminal. For me 
the question is irrelevant in the context of this 
incident. Reinforcing this view as I write is the 
shooting death of a Queensland police officer by 
an individual with a long criminal history. From the 
police perspective, it hardly mattered what Monis’s 
motivation was. Police somewhere in Australia are 
called upon to deal with hostage/siege incidents 
almost on a daily basis. Most of these incidents arise 
from domestic violence. Police now have extensive 
experience, training and equipment, and these 
improve with experience as is required in the never-
ending war between criminals and law enforcement.

To an overwhelming extent, the Coroner’s findings 
concentrate on what he believes to be failings in the 
management of such incidents. He recommends a 
wide range of changes to bureaucratic structures 
within the police forces as well as governmental rules. 
He does not recommend specific changes so much 
as reviews of procedures and protocols. From the 
perspective of a front line police officer, including 
on-site commanders, the kind of changes he seems 
to envisage are more likely to impose delays and the 
uncertainties that invariably distinguish one incident 
from another. 

This is often the inevitable outcome of inquiries 
into high-profile incidents like the Lindt Cafe affair. 
At great expense, they tend to produce reports and 
recommendations that are equally if not more likely 
to emerge from an internal post-mortem within the 
relevant agencies. Moreover, the implementation of 
these will depend largely upon the availability of 
government funding.

There is in fact no substitute for trained and 
experienced officers who are able and authorised 
to make critical decisions on the fly and without 
referring to some operations manual.

Some attention is paid to the role of the media. 
During the siege, one television channel focussed 
a camera with a view inside the cafe. The police 
were unhappy with this broadcast that could have 
been available to Monis or, if there were any, 
outside collaborators but they believed that they 
had no power to turn it off. The Coroner has urged 
that this problem be corrected. This is a classic 
case of the clash between freedom of information 
on the one hand and the need to protect lives 
in danger. Generally the media will cooperate but 
their ideological pressure to tell the story tends 
occasionally to override good judgement. In my 
opinion, the constant media coverage was poor, 
endlessly repetitious and lacking fresh information. It 
could and should have been dealt with by occasional 
updates.

Also, in their general discussion of the incident and 
the Coroner’s findings, there has been a tendency in the 
media to fall back upon their institutional bias against 
the police. This is extraordinary given that the Australian 
media could hardly operate without a constant feed of 
information from police at all levels. To some extent, 
too, it has been fed by hostility towards the police by the 
families of the victims. 
– MicHael o’connor  is  a former patrol officer in Papua New Guinea. 
He also served  in  the Royal Australian Navy as an intelligence officer.  
He writes regularly for Annals. See this issue, pp10,11.
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Yes, Christians, Jews, and Muslims lived together, but Jews and Christians lived 
in a state of dhimmitude under Muslim rule. For payment of a tax, Christians 

and Jews enjoyed limited freedom with respect to the practice of their faith. 

TRUMP IN SAUDI ARABIA
By Jude P. Dougherty

R E S I D E N T 
Donald Trump’s 
speech in Saudi 
Arabia on May 
2 1  i s  w o r t h 
revisiting. It was 
an hones t  and 

thoughtful speech. Upon being 
received, and after an exchange 
of greetings among the officials 
present, Trump said, addressing 
King Salman, “I stand before you 
as a representative of the American 
people to deliver a message of 
friendship and hope.” 
He went on to express 
America’s interest in 
the peace, security, and 
prosperity in the region 
and in the world. “Our 
goal is a coalition of 
nations who share the 
same aim of stamping 
out extremism and 
providing our children 
with a hopeful future 
that does honor to 
God.”

Trump noted that 
later in the day he 
would participate in 
the opening of a new 
Center for combating extremist 
ideology and expressed the hope 
that the work of that Center 
following this summit will put 
an end the spread of the “vile 
extremist creed.” For neither the 
United States nor Arabia itself has 
been spared the consequences of 
terrorism.

Speaking of the Middle East, 
Trump said, “This region rich in 

natural beauty, vibrant cultures, 
and massive amounts of historic 
treasures should increasingly 
become one of the great global 
centers of commerce and 
opportunity.” The entire region is 
at the nexus of key shipping lanes. 
“The economic potential of this 
region has never been greater. But 
this untapped potential is held at 
bay by bloodshed and terror. The 
region should not be a place from 
which refugees flee, but to which 
newcomers flock.”

There can be no coexistence 
with this violence, the President 
declared, no accepting it, and no 
ignoring it. If we do not act against 
it, terror will spread. “If we do not 
stand in uniform condemnation of 
this killing, we will be judged not 
only by our own people, we will be 
judged by history, and we will be 
judged by God.” 

“Terrorism has spread across the 
world but the path to peace begins 
right here on this ancient soil, in 
this sacred land. Drive them out 
of your places of worship, of your 
communities, of your holy land, 
out of this earth.… For centuries 
the Middle East has been home to 
Christians, Muslims, and Jews living 
side by side. Once again, we must 
practice tolerance and respect for 
each other – and make this region 
a place where every man or woman, 
no matter their faith or ethnicity, 

can enjoy a life of dignity 
and hope.”

Upon concluding his 
visit to Riyadh, Trump 
indicated he would 
be visiting Jerusalem, 
Bethlehem, and the 
Vatican, the holiest places 
of the three Abrahamic 
faiths.

One may quarrel 
with Trump on several 
historical points without 
diminishing respect for 
his speech. Yes, Christians, 
Jews, and Muslims lived 
together, but Jews and 
Christians lived in a state 
of dhimmitude under 

Muslim rule. For payment of a 
tax, Christians and Jews enjoyed 
limited freedom with respect to 
the practice of their faith. As to 
the reference to “three Abrahamic 
religions,” this is a misnomer as 
Remi Brague has shown in his 
study Eccentric Culture. “There is a 
danger inherent in the use of the 
term,” Brague says, “for it masks 

the middle east revisited

The flag of Saudi Arabia. The Arabic reads: ‘There is no God but God;  
and Muhammad is his prophet.’
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real differences underneath surface 
harmony.” Concerning the reference 
to Abraham: “While a person with 
this name occurs in the scriptures 
of these three religions, the figure 
is really a source of disagreement 
rather than of concord,” continues 
Brague, “because he is interpreted 
in widely different ways.” For one 
thing, neither Judaism nor Islam 
worships a Triune God.

Trump, in the Riyadh address, 
in effect called upon Islam to 
reform itself. One may ask, is such 
possible? Ali A. Allawi addresses 
the issue in his book The Crisis of 
Islamic Civilization. Writing in part 
from personal experience in Iraq, 
he observed that modernity in his 
youth was flooding in everywhere. 
“People seemed to want more 
of it, cinemas and snack bars, 
cabarets and country clubs, freely 
flowing alcohol and mixed parties. 
Baghdad was turning into Babylon, 
its hedonistic predecessor of yore.” 
Slowly in the 1960s the cultural 
climate began to change. Almost 
imperceptibly there began a 
respiritualization of Islam. 

Allawi remembers that the 
1950s in Iraq was a period in 
which the ruling class and the 
intellectual and cultural elites had 
distanced themselves from an overt 
identification with Islam. “Islam,” 
Allawi writes, “was not noticeable in 
daily life. Religion was a mandatory 
course in school [but] nobody 
taught us the rules of prayer or 
expected us to fast in Ramadan. 
Women, not only in my own 
family, but throughout the urban 
middle class wore only Western 
clothes.” The only connection with 
a premodern past, he notes, was 
that his grandfather always wore 
the distinguishing and dignified 
robes and turban of an old-line 
merchant. “I don’t recall,” Allawi 
says, “ever coming across the word 
‘jihad’ in any contemporary context. 
The prevailing rhetoric had more 
to do with Arab identity and anti 
[Western] imperialism.”

By the end of the 1970s, 
some say, and certainly by 
the 1990s, spiritual Islam was 

seen as an antidote to Western 
decadence. Given that common 
perception, a resurgent militant, 
political, and violent Islam 
emerged without much internal 
resistance. Unfortunately, as Allawi 
understands it, “[t]he murderous 
violence unleased by the Wahhabi-
inspired Islamists was accompanied 
by laborious jurisprudential 
‘justifications.’ These were accepted 
by a large number of Muslims 
worldwide and they legitimized the 
indiscriminate slaughter of innocent 
civilians.”

The jihadists for their part can 
find ample justification for their 
activity in the Koran and in the 
suras. Islam is its history, a history 
of conquest and subjugation of 
the defeated. Today the West is 
confronted not only from without 
but by an anti-Christian left 
oblivious to the threat Islam poses 
for Christianity and Western culture. 

One of few scholars to predict 
the future is Efraim Karsh, author 
of A History of Islamic Imperialism. 
In a passage that reinforces the 
remarks of President Trump, he 
writes, “Only when the political 
elites of the Middle East and the 
Muslim world reconcile themselves 
to state nationalism, foreswear 
pan-Arabic and pan-Islamic dreams 
and make Islam a matter of private 
faith rather than a tool of political 
ambition will the inhabitants of 
these regions at least look forward 
to a better future free of would-be 
Saladins.” (The reference here is to 
the twelfth-century sultan of Egypt 
and Syria.)

That may be true, but it is 
also true that with the retreat of 
Christianity and the threatened loss 
of cultural and national identity 
among the member states of the 
European Union, Saladin’s dream 
of conquering the continent may 
yet be accomplished, but through 
population growth favorable to Islam.

Professor Jude douGHerty is Dean Emeritus of the 
Philosophy Faculty, Catholic University of America. 
Formerly  Editor, The Review of Metaphysics, and 
General Editor, Series Studies in Philosophy and 
the History of Philosophy, Washington, D.C. he is a 
regular contributor to Annals.
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BooK review

The Four Men appeals to a niche market: it is a book that is beloved and 
appreciated by a coterie of disciples who, nevertheless, don’t want to keep it to 

themselves but want to share their enthusiasm with a wider readership.

THE FOUR MEN REVISITED
By Tony Evans

LT H O U G H  Th e 
Four Men, and The 
Path to Rome  are 
modern masterpieces 
– the best of Belloc 
– they are not as 
universally revered 

as they deserve to be.  This may 
be partly because they defy simple 
categorisation.  The literati, if they 
are going to be sympathetic or even 
unsympathetic, like to know what 
they are dealing with – whether 
fiction, novels, poetry, essays, and 
so on.  But both these books, and 
especially The Four Men, are not 
easily classifiable.   

The Four Men is not simply a 
travel book, although travel is the 
thread that binds the narrative 
together. It also includes strange 
tales, legends, debates, drinking 
songs and arguments. The style is 
discursive and appeals to those who 
do not read in a hurry but like to 
savour a book like a good red wine.

Belloc acknowledges this by 
adding as subtitle, ‘a farrago,’ which 
can be roughly translated from the 
Latin as a ‘hodge-podge’, ‘mixture,’ 
or ‘trifle’. 

The first writer known to use the 
word farrago, was the Latin poet 
Juvenal in his Satires.  He describes 
his own works as containing ‘all 
that men are engaged in: their fears, 
anger, pleasures, joys and varied 
pursuits forming the hodge-podge 
[‘farrago’ in the original Latin] of 
my book’.1  

It would not be too fanciful to 
suggest that Belloc could have had 
this in mind because he was a well-

read classicist, and would have been 
familiar with Juvenal’s works.   

To use a modern metaphor, The 
Four Men appeals to a niche market: 
it is a book that is beloved and 
appreciated by a coterie of disciples 
who, nevertheless, don’t want to 
keep it to themselves but want to 

share their enthusiasm with a wider 
readership. 

We therefore welcome this 
new, handsome soft-cover edition 
published by the American 
Chesterton Society (ACS) in 
association with Tan Books. It 
has an attractive, neat appearance 
highly suitable for carrying in the 
pocket or purse to become instantly 
available when walking; or in 
moments when waiting for one’s 
next appointment.  For make no 
mistake, this book, like its fellow 
The Path to Rome, should be a 
constant companion     

The bones of the plot are simple 
enough: the author - ‘myself ’ - sets 
out on a walk across his beloved 
county of Sussex, from East to 
West.  He falls in casually with three 
companions: the first, was an old 
man whom he calls Grizzlebeard; the 
second, a carefree sailor whom he 
calls Sailor; and the third, a dreamy 
poet whom he calls Poet.  

There’s an aura about these 
companions; are they real?  

In a sense they are not all flesh 
and bone; we quickly deduce 
that they are all different aspects 
of Belloc himself -  Belloc the 
poet; the sailor; the older man of 
experience and wisdom; and the 
author. 

In a letter to Maurice Baring, 
Belloc confirms that the sailor, the 
poet and Grizzlebeard are indeed 
intended to be ‘spiritual’ beings – 
they only turn out to be ‘spiritual’ 
beings when we get to the town of 
Liss, which is over the Hampshire 
border.2  

The Four Men, A Farrago, by 
Hilaire Belloc.  Soft-cover edition 

published by the American 
Chesterton Society (ACS) in 
association with Tan Books. 
Available from the American 
Chesterton Society (www.

chesterton.org) for US$29.90. Add 
US airmail postage of US$21.61.
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On the cover of this edition is 
a sketch of the four companions 
looking very natural as they drink 
their beer around a pub table.  
The artist, Ted Schluenderfritz, 
has wonderfully caught their 
characters, and we can see in each 
individual a fleeting resemblance to 
the pugnacious Belloc as we have 
grown to know him from sketches 
and photographs.

A valuable bonus is the 
introduction by Joseph Pearce, 
the latest biographer of Belloc. 
He explains how The Four Men is 
a book of pilgrimage ‘conveying a 
soul’s love for his native land ... it is 
full of spiritual premonitions of the 
character of enduring things amid 
the decay of time.’

Another addition to the book 
which makes this edition unique is 
the erudite annotations by Nathan 
Allen.  Wisely, the publisher has 
preferred to keep his annotations 
to the bottom of each page. 
We can therefore ignore those 
annotations too well-known to need 
explanation, and benefit from those 
that do – like the fact that Belloc 
must have undertaken the walk at 
a much later date than the dates 
given each day in his narrative. 

Allen deduces this from his 
researches into the phases of 
the moon which Belloc clearly 
describes on certain occasions. The 
phases do not tally with the stated 
dates of the walk in November 
1902, but with those several years 
later.  

Belloc is often witty, pugnacious, 
and bombastic, but always has 
a glint of humour in the eye.  
Sometimes it is as if he challenges 
us to argue with him. And when 
we point out a mistake he will only 
laugh at us and shrug his shoulders, 
as he would do when he tells the 
story of how the Devil was thwarted 
in his attempt to flood Sussex by 
digging a dyke, or cutting through 
the Downs which protected the 
county from the sea. 

The frustrated devil in a rage 
flew off, flapping his great wings 
which the people thought was an 
aeroplane ‘with which they were 

very familiar’.  Clearly on one level 
this is absurd in the tenth century 
days of St Dunstan. But Belloc 
wasn’t writing on one level.  We 
greatly misjudge Belloc if we 
discount his bombast and high 
spirits, and demand that he be 
always drily factual.

I am fortunate to own a couple 
of 1st edition volumes of The Four 
Men with their cloth-bound brown 
covers, and their tipped-in plates 
of the original sketches by Belloc. 

They are too precious to carry 
around with me so I am delighted 
to have this handsome portable 
edition with all its additional 
material, and this is the one I would 
recommend to Annals readers.

tony evans was a producer with the ABC for many 
years and is now a freeelance writer living in the 
U.K. He has published four historical biographies, 
the latest being a biography of the nineteenth 
century Catholic architect William Wardell. 

1  Juvenal, Satires, Vol. 1, p74, translated by Lewes Evans.
2  Quoted in Robert  Speaight’s biography of Belloc, New 

York 1970, p.325
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THE CHURCH AND THE WORLD

A TRIAL OF Faith which has in all ages assailed [the Church], and not the least in our own age, 
is the success which attends measures or institutions which, are not in accordance with the 
revealed rule of duty. 

This was the perplexity of believers in the old time, as we read in the Psalms and Prophets, viz, 
that the wicked should prosper, while God’s servants seemed to fail: and so in Gospel times. Now 
that the Church has not this peculiar prerogative with it, which no other religious body has, that as 
it began with Christ’s first coming, so it will never fail till He comes again; but that for a time, in the 
course of single generations, nay, I may say in every age and at all times, it seems to be failing, and 
its enemies to be prevailing. It is the peculiarity of the warfare between the Church and the world, 
that the world seems ever gaining on the Church, yet the Church is really ever gaining on the world. 

Its enemies are ever triumphing over it as vanquished, and its members ever despairing; yet 
It abides. It abides, and it sees the ruin of its oppressors and enemies. “0 how suddenly do they 
consume, perish, and come to a fearful end!” Kingdoms rise and fall; nations expand and contract; 
dynasties begin and end; princes are born and die; confederacies are made and. unmade, and 
parties, and companies, and crafts, and guilds, and establishments, and philosophies, and sects, and 
heresies. They have their day, but the Church is eternal; yet in their day they seem of much account. 

How in early times must the Church have been dismayed, when, from the East, the false religion 
of Mahomet spread far and near, and Christians were extirpated or converted by it by thousands! 
Yet even that long-lived delusion is now failing; and though younger than the Church by some 
centuries, has aged before it. And so in like manner, in spite of the duration of the Christian name 
hitherto, much there is to try our faith at this moment, who cannot see the future, and therefore 
cannot see the short duration of what shows proudly and successfully now. 

We at this day see a number of philosophies, sects, and parties, thriving and extending, and the 
Church seems poor and helpless, as if its very place were to be insulted, and its very calling to 
give way. We see men in one department of philosophy rejecting the accounts, for instance, of the 
Creation or the Deluge, as they stand in the Old Testament; others setting aside the precepts of 
almsgiving, and the like, as given in the New; others disputing the historical narratives contained in 
the Old; and others denying those interpretations of the doctrinal portion of Scripture which have 
ever been received. 

We see imperfect forms of Christianity made the religion of states and nations, and apparently 
bringing forth good fruit; nay, apparently flourishing more than many forms which are more perfect 
and Catholic. We see the Church in slavery apparently flourishing more than the Church free. We 
see sects apparently flourishing more than the Church. We see wrong principles, unsound doctrines, 
apparently making men what Christians should be, and what the true Gospel can alone really make 
any one. 

We find the teachers of what we must call heresy, and the ministers of division, doing what the 
Church does not, or cannot do; we find dissenting bodies sending missions to the heathen, and 
apparently succeeding in converting them. I do not speak of the fact, that good men are found 
among bodies which are not in communion with the Church. This is no difficulty to faith. That God 
who raised up Elijah and Elisha in Israel, has nowhere said He will not now also extend His mercies 
wider than His promises but I speak of the apparent infringement of His promises in the visible 
disorders of the Church, and the triumph of other bodies over it. 

When we dwell on such facts as these, I do think it requires some special faith in those who are 
exposed to the temptation, to keep close to the ancient ways of the Church Catholic, and to remain 
untouched by the sophistries and unmoved by the successes, of this world which surrounds us.

– Blessed John Henry Cardinal Newman, Sermons Bearing on Subjects of the Day. See The Living Thought of Cardinal Newman, by Henry Tristam 
of the Oratory, Cassell, London 1946 pp.63-64.  
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MEDIA MATTERS
By JaMes Murray

Churchill ad lib

Commentary on budget policies tends 
to run on rusty left-right lines dating from 
the seating arrangements in the Assembly 
during the 18th century French Revolution.

Result: the Labor Opposition accuses 
the Liberal-Coalition Government of 
purloining its left-wing policies – an accu-
sation your correspondent favoured since 
advising Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull 
to enhance his standing with a touch of his 
maternal relation, the British (and Catholic) 
Labour leader George Lansbury.     

This, however, was before a reminder 
of policies less narrow than left-right: ‘The 
fortunes and the interests of Liberalism 
and Labour are inseparably interwoven.  
They rise from the same forces, they face 
the same enemies, they are affected by the 
same dangers… Labour!  It is a great word. 
Who has the right to speak for Labour?  I’m 
inclined to think… it is the trade unions 
that more than any other organization must 
be considered the responsible and deputed 
representatives of Labour.’  

And who was responsible for this paen?  
Who else but Winston Churchill? When 
else but 1909, during his period as a 
Liberal MP.  Where else but St Andrew’s 
Hall, Glasgow? 

If you think Churchill-style Liberalism, 
i.e. radical Liberalism, can you think 
Conservative as the Liberal Party seemed 
to be doing on the 75th anniversary of 
the ‘Forgotten people’ speech by Robert 
Menzies? 

Arguably, making this speech an occa-
sion for hoopla was premature – if not 
an attempt to sharpen Turnbull’s electoral 
edge.  Surely the more important anniver-
sary date is 1944 when Menzies drafted the 
foundation document of the Liberal Party?  
This included the key word ’social’, an echo 
from Rerum Novarum (1891) and succes-
sive social justice encyclicals. 

The Menzies draft took courage in a 
world still at war.  The present Liberal Party 
would do well to match his courage with 
Churchill-style radical Liberalism rather 
than bending to Labor spin as Tories.   

Turnbull has shown signs of this radical 
Liberalism: he deprecated the pay of the 
postmaster generous Ahmed Fahour; he 
stated that the home gas supply market was 
not working and that the four major retail 
banks (plus the mighty minor Macquarie 
Bank) should pay a levy as their overseas 
counterparts do.

The UK election result shows that its 
Conservative Party could do with a dose 
of Churchill-style liberalism to restore 
its fortunes and those of Teresa May the 
Vicar’s daughter who boiled a curate’s egg.

Those were the days   

Winston Churchill’s pay packet makes for 
interesting reading when even The Times 
is straitened, The Age moribund and jour-
nalists ponder the merits of voluntary or 
forced redundancy.

To cover the Boer War as Chief 
Correspondent of The Morning Post, 
Churchill was awarded a four months 
contract at 250 pounds a month, all 
expenses paid and ‘entire discretion as to 
movements and opinions’. 

Multiply by at least 100 to get the 
purchasing power of gold sovereigns 
compared to current plastic banknotes 
or interest-charging credit cards.  And 
remember that Churchill’s expenses would 
have covered horses – not quite Maserati 
bhp but the swiftest available. 

Onward from Uluru

Discussions of the Uluru Statement from 
the Heart include the term ‘social justice’– 
another sign that Rerum Novarum and its 
successive encyclicals are a like a secret 
river that nourishes hope. 
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Nonetheless is an indigenous advise and 
consent assembly do-able in the context of 
the referendum on constitutional reform?  
The Federal Parliament already has a Third 
Chamber, as do most State and Territory 
Parliaments; it’s called TV.  

There is, however, an historical precedent 
which would enable indigenous people to 
elect their representatives to seats reserved 
for them.  From 1918 until 1950 the 
Westminster Parliament had university seats 
to which graduates of such universities as 
Oxford, Cambridge, London and Glasgow 
elected members.

More recently, and perhaps more prac-
tically, the Australian Labor Party uses 
Emily’s List to ensure parliamentary gender 
balance.  Why not an all-party equivalent to 
ensure indigenous representation where it 
counts while avoiding the misfortunes of 
the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders 
Commission?   

Constitutional change would be minimal 
given that the Westminster system, matrix 
for Australia’s, once allowed special repre-
sentation for special people.    

Sam’s view 

One positive outcome of the legal limbo 
into which Labor-Green politicking has 
consigned the ‘Marriage Equality’ plebiscite, 
was your correspondent’s recourse to 
Dr Samuel Johnson’s Dictionary of the 
English Language (1755) and its succinct 
definition:

Marriage, n.s, [marriage, French; marita-
gium, low Latin from maritus.] The act of 
uniting a man and woman for life.

Okay more recently the Oxford English 
Dictionary has made allowance for ‘same-
sex marriage’.  Yet a close reading of the US 
Supreme Court 5-4 verdict on the concept 
shows that it turns on legalism not on any 
proof that it is part of the natural order.

Intriguingly the term ‘gay’ has been 
adopted in some legal actions though little 
is known of its provenance except that 
it came into use around the time of the 
1957 Wolfenden Report into Homosexual 
Offences and Prostitution that led to their 
decriminalisation in the United Kingdom.   

Foxy move

US President Donald Trump’s withdrawal 
from the climate-change Paris agreement 
can be described as shocking only on 
the basis that he is a politician who has 
done in office what he said he would do if 
elected.  It may even be that Trump, leader 
of the nation synonymous with technical 
advances, can demonstrate the solution to 
climate change is technical not economic.   

Not that Trump can expect any slack to 
be cut for him. Recent stricture included 
his instruction about memos on one sheet 
of paper.  This was a Churchill rule during 
World War II.  His rule, however, required 
one sheet of quarto paper, meaning 
that Trump advisers if they use A4 (not 
foolscap) have more space to prevent him 
from tripping over the FBI into impeach-
ment.

Outrage on horror

London again piled on Manchester.  Is 
there a clue in the size of potentially dissi-
dent communities, a point where they go 
critical?  Arguably this has been the case in 
both cities under the policy of communality 
where allowances have been made even 
to allowing sharia law a place alongside 
Common law, a practice not always recipro-
cated in theocratic Islamic countries.  

One notion that the London, Manchester 
and other metropolitan atrocities should 
destroy is the notion of ‘the lone wolf ’; 
wolves are pack animals, yes, a wolf may 
detach itself from the pack as a result of 
defeat or age but in killing prey the pack 
rallies.

A more valid metaphor derives from Mao 
Tse Tung saying that the guerrilla should 
swim like fish among the people.  Extremist 
jihadists are effectively guerrilla fighters.

Doctor’s order 

Among ABC commentators is the Labor 
MP, Dr Anne Aly, a specialist in anti-
terrorism.  Commenting on the London 
Bridge atrocity, she drew an equivalence 
with IRA actions.  The equivalence is 
invalid: generally the IRA gave coded warn-
ings.  More, the IRA’s means had political 
ends as did the aims of the Basques. Unlike 
Islamist extremists, they did not seek a 
theocratic caliphate.   
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Oddly, Dr Aly was not asked whether 
she could draw an IRA equivalence with 
the multiple murders of Coptic Christians 
in her birthplace Egypt.  No IRA captives 
were lined up and threatened with death 
for refusing to recant their faith.  The Coptic 
Christians refused, theirs the power, theirs 
the glory.  

Equivalence is not the answer as Egyptian 
President Abdel Fatah el-Sisi made clear 
in addressing imans at Cairo’s Al-Azhar 
University on the need for a ‘religious revo-
lution’

Possible focus? Reconciliation of the softer 
Mecca and the harsher Medina suras with 
the recurring cry of The Koran: ‘In the name 
of God, the Mighty and Compassionate.‘  

Reading these in the English translation 
by Arthur J Alberry (Oxford University 
Press, 1995), your correspondent recalls the 
late Paul Fregosi who gave him his marked 
copy. 

Fregosi, who joined the Free French 
Navy as a teenage matelot and left as a 
Commander, was commissioned by Little 
Brown to write Jihad in the West.  He deliv-
ered his MS on deadline in 1989 as Salman 
Rushdie was fatwa-ed for The Satanic Verses.

Ostensibly on scholarship grounds, 
Fregosi’s publishers rejected his MS.  In 
1998 Prometheus Books,  New York 
published it without reservations as to its 
scholarship.  It remains a classic deserving 
of a posthumous Legion d’honneur as France 
tackles the situation implicit in his subtitle: 
Muslim Conquests from the 7th to the 21st 
Centuries.

Chipping in

The leader of the National Party 
Pauline Hanson’s Senate select committee 
exchanges with ASIO director Duncan 
Lewis did neither credit.  Lewis should 
simply have cited the operational need-to-
know protocol.  Hanson should learn that 
intelligence secrets have more need to be 
kept than her own party secrets.

Hanson has her views on Muslim immi-
gration; she also has a seat from which 
to voice them; using the select committee 
hearing to get Lewis to endorse them is a 
different kettle of fish. 

There is an argument against secret intel-
ligence services, summed up in the late 
CIA boss James Jesus Angleton’s remark, ‘a 
wilderness of mirrors’. 

But if such a service is democratically 
deemed necessary, then it must have its 
operational secrets including the right to 
refrain from compromising sources. 

After all journalists, doctors and lawyers 
operate on varying degrees of source, 
patient or client confidentiality.  Why not 
intelligence agents?  For all of them, longer-
term beneficial outcomes are what count 
in the risky context that civil liberties 
may have to be restricted to thwart those 
who use those liberties with the intent of 
subverting them.   

Parochial global

Between issues your correspondent 
attended the Pontifical High Mass to cele-
brate the 100th Anniversary of the foun-
dation of St. Anthony of Padua Church, 
Clovelly (once known as ‘Little Coogee’).  
The Archbishop of Sydney, Anthony Fisher 
OP was the prime concelebrant.   

In 1917, St Anthony’s founding father 
was Michael Paul Kelly, appropriately a 
Franciscan since Clovelly was once also 
known as ‘Poverty Point’.  Its current parish 
priest is Father Pawel Kopczynski of the 
Polish based Congregation of St Michael.

The founding of St Anthony’s could be 
matched in hope elsewhere, yet in 1917 
World War I – the Great War – was at its 
height, and Pope Benedict XV tried to end 
the slaughter with a peace proposal, ignored 
by the combatants.

St Anthony’s was standing-room only, 
the congregation, men, women and parish-
school children from all parts of the world 
– Australian-born of English, Irish, Scots, 
Welsh ancestry; immigrants from China, 
Lebanon, Italy, India, Japan, the Philippines, 
Africa – symbolic surely of the Church that 
has followed its Divine Founder’s instruc-
tion: ‘Going, teach ye all nations, baptising 
them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.’  Accordingly, it 
is the Church that is parochial and global – 
in one perdurable word – Catholic.    

© Austral-Media 2017. 
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Australia’s First Catholic

Bachelor of Arts, in the 

Liberal Arts,  
Degree.

C A M P I O N ’ S  L I B E R A L  A R T S

To apply, visit:
www.campion.edu.au

Email:
study@campion.edu.au

Call:
(02) 9896 9313

A P P LY  N O W  !

Campion’s Liberal Arts is a foundational degree, focusing on the riches of Western Civilisation 
as revealed in History, Literature, Theology, Philosophy, Science, Latin and Mathematics. 
Subjects are studied in an integrated way from the ancient world to modern times.

Campion’s Liberal Arts intellectually forms students to appreciate and defend our Judaeo-
Christian heritage and the life of the Catholic people throughout history, as well as the 
institutions and movements that have made the Western Tradition so distinctively influential 
in the contemporary world - expressed in the rule of law and the value of democratic freedoms 
in both religious and secular life.

Campion’s Liberal Arts formally trains students to think critically, innovatively and creatively 
- ideal skills for business, law, medicine, teaching, journalism and academic studies.
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BooK review

Santamaria and the whole movement he represented understood that 
both communism and capitalism are opposite sides of the same economic 

vice, what Pope Pius XI called the twin shipwrecks of faith, and 
complementary forms of “social, moral and juridical modernism”.

THE RISE AND FALL OF  
AUSTRALIAN SOCIAL ACTION

By Garrick Small

H E CATHOLIC 
Social Tradit ion 
begun by Pope 
Leo XIII in 1891 
s e t  i n  m o t i o n 
more than a set of 
general ideas on 

economic organisation, it ignited 
a call to action amongst Catholics 
with a plan to correct the economic 
problems of the west with a 
solution that fitted neither the Left 
nor the Right of politics. Nowhere 
was that call to action taken up 
more broadly than in Australia. 
Today, the Basque Mondragon 
coope r a t i v e s  a r e  t he  mos t 
successful result of that call, while 
the Australian initiative is all but 
forgotten.

Race Mathews has been 
fascinated with the Catholic social 
movement for many years. He was 
a senior figure in the Australian 
Labor Party (ALP), the political 
entity most affected by the Catholic 
social movement of last century. He 
is also an expert on the practical 
aspects of that movement, such 
as Mondragon in Spain, and the 
co-operative movement in general. 
His recent book, “Of Labour and 
Liberty” presents the history of 
the Catholic movement from its 
beginnings with Pope Leo to its 
expression in Australia.

The social movement began 
with maverick churchmen who 
broke with their colleagues to 
stand up for the poor. Matthews 

paints a detailed portrait of the 
English Cardinal Manning whose 
efforts broke the London dock 
strike and encouraged the Pope 
to write Rerum Novarum in 1891. 
From there he examines two Irish 
churchmen who came to Australia, 
Cardinal Moran and Archbishop 

Mannix. It was archbishop Mannix 
that occupies most attention, 
because under Mannix the Catholic 
lay community was mobilised 
within an array of associations 
that spanned from youth to union 
leaders.

The early organisation was 
centred on the Australian Campion 
Society. The society dedicated 
itself to lay adult education which 
included the emerging Catholic 
social teaching. From education 
came the dynamic for action. 
Mathews outlines the degree of 
organisation and discipline that 
operated across the Campion 
Society and its offshoots. These 
included the Australian National 
Secretariat for Catholic Action, 
Catholic Workers Association, 
a number of other societies for 
particular social groups and 
eventually the Catholic Social 
Studies Movement (CSSM).

These different organisations 
organised study groups, 
disseminated training materials 
and provided the foundations for 
various types of social, political and 
economic action. The Australian 
Catholic co-operative movement is 
an example of this practical action. 
Co-operatives grew up as credit 
cooperatives starting within local 
parishes to give ordinary people 
better access to credit, but also as 
manufacturing enterprises, or as 
trading companies. They are an 
example of the widely distributed 

Race Mathews,  Of Labour and 
Liberty: Distributism in Victoria 
1891-1966, Monash University 
Publishing, 2017, RRP $34.95   

Copies:  (03) 9905 0590
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private property of members being 
marshalled in solidarity for a social 
purpose. 

Their structure can be 
distinguished from that of general 
companies by the fact that there is 
nothing in the latter to prevent the 
tendency for capital, and therefore 
control, to tend to concentrate. 
The abuses that follow from this 
tendency towards the concentration 
of economic power, have always 
been a major problem and was the 
background problem addressed by 
Rerum Novarum.

The cooperative structure proved 
successful and the movement 
outgrew its Catholic roots. In 
Australia that ecumenical growth 
appears to have been connected 
with its eventual failure. As they 
grew, too many people who were 
eventually associated with them did 
not understand the principles that 
made them work and most either 
failed or converted themselves into 
conventional, though less effective, 
corporations. 

Mathews had addressed this 
unfortunate unravelling of the 
Australian cooperatives in his 
previous book, Jobs of Our Own.

The other branches of the 
Australian Catholic social action 
were similarly successful, though 
little of them has survived into the 
present century. The connection 
between the Church and the 
success of Catholic social action 
appears to have been the common 
element in its eventual demise. 
The popular rebellion against 
Church teaching regarding things 
like contraception, marriage and 
participation in the sacraments 
indirectly undermined Catholic lay 
organisations and Catholic social 
solidarity. Confusion and plurality 
undermined the dynamic behind 
the inclination towards adult study 
of Catholic social matters.

On the political front, the CSSM 
had provided the intellectual 
platform for Catholic political 
action.  During the 1940s and 
50s the major political challenge 
was opposing communism at the 
time the communists were actively 

infiltrating the Australian labour 
movement and the ALP. 

The urgency of the communist 
threat was real, and perhaps 
unprepared for by the Church. 
B. A. Santamaria had devoted his 
adult life to Catholic social action 
from beginnings in the Campion 
Society to leading the CSSM. He 
recognised the potency of the 
problem and came very close to 
overcoming it, except that in doing 
so he came too close to involving 
the Catholic Church in political 
action. Consequently, various 
components of the Australian 
Catholic social action network 
ceased to support his movement 
and it failed.

Mathews recognises the harm 
that came from that failure, but 
more as a member of the ALP for 
perhaps the simple reason that he 
is not a Catholic. He is rather an 
Australian who appreciates what 
was promised by Catholic social 
action, but what resulted when the 
Catholic social movement under 
Santamaria was expelled from the 
ALP. 

The ALP was weakened, and 
those left in control had only closet 
communism and a miscellaneous 
bag of good intentions to guide it. 
The result was a very long period 
out of government at a time when 
the prescriptions of Catholic social 
action would have been very useful 
as a guide for the government of 
Australia.

There are many lessons from 
the Australian experience. Mathews 

compares Australia to Mondragon 
and what could have been. He 
shows the power of the cooperatives 
and the promise of policies of 
widely distributed private property. 
Santamaria spent much of the rest 
of his life opposing Capitalism, 
which many consider peculiar, 
since his early career opposed 
communism. 

What they no longer appreciate 
is that Santamaria and the 
whole movement he represented 
understood that both communism 
and capitalism are opposite sides of 
the same economic vice, what Pope 
Pius XI called the twin shipwrecks 
of faith, and complementary forms 
of “social, moral and juridical 
modernism”.

Mathews’ work is valuable 
reading for younger Catholics 
who have no familiarity with what 
Catholic social action was able to 
achieve when the Catholic Church 
was stronger and more unified in 
itself. 

Its perspective is very much 
that of an interested outsider with 
an interest in political history. 
The book is perhaps not an 
optimistic tale, but it does pivot on 
recognition that the Church has the 
answers for the world, regardless of 
whether or not the Church, or the 
world, will be able to bring them 
into reality.

Garrick sMall is an Associate Professor of Property 
Economics at Central Queensland University with a 
special interest in Catholic social thought. He is a 
regular contributor to Annals

Credo of a Gentle Man

I BELIEVE that in spite of the recent triumphs of science, men 
haven’t changed much in the last two thousand years; and 

in consequence we must still try to learn from history.  History is 
ourselves. I also hold one or two beliefs that are more difficult to 
put shortly. For example, I believe in courtesy, the ritual by which 
we avoid hurting other people’s feelings by satisfying our own 
egos. And I think we should remember that we are part of a great 
whole, which for convenience we call nature. All living things are 
our brothers and sisters. 

– Sir Kenneth Clarke, Civilisation, 1971 ed. With thanks to the late Roger Sandall. 
http://www.rogersandall.com/Spiked_By-the-Skin-of-our-Teeth.php
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BooK review

One poignant story which Valerie recounts is of a poor man passing through 
a customs inspection in Melbourne with nothing more than a modest 

suitcase.  He was reluctant to open it, as this seemed such an invasion of 
privacy, but when he finally consented, the suitcase proved to be empty.

SUITCASE FULL OF MEMORIES
By Karl Schmude

VELYN WAUGH, in 
his A Little Learning 
(1964), wrote ‘Only 
when one has lost 
all curiosity about 
the future, has one 
reached the age to 

write an autobiography.’ 
Valerie Murray’s memoir is 

inspired by a different motive.  It 
combines a curiosity about the past 
and a concern for the future.  ‘I am 
in a hurry,’ she admits.  Conscious 
of her parents’ growing dementia, 
she has been keen to record her 
own memories while they are still 
intact.  

The memories begin in 
wartime Europe and bring to life 
the experiences of a young girl 
growing up in Nazi-controlled 
Hungary.  Despite the traumas of 
this time, including the fear at one 
stage that her father had perished 
at Stalingrad, Valerie recalls that 
she ‘was spoiled, but in the best 
possible way . . . indulged and 
respected, even as a baby.’  

She received a grounding in 
classic children’s books, from 
Arabian Nights to the fairy tales of 
Hans Christian Andersen and the 
Brothers Grimm, which fostered 
an early appreciation of solid and 
inspiring literature.  At a later stage, 
this cultural formation extended 
into music and art, and was 
enormously enhanced by a love 
of words and her marriage to Les 
Murray, Australia’s ‘poet laureate,’ 
whom Valerie calls ‘one of the best 
masters of words anywhere.’ 

Valerie was nine years old when 
the family decided to migrate to 
Australia.  Her father Gino Morelli 
– in Valerie’s words, ‘unbelievably 
named’ for a Hungarian – was 
attracted by Australia’s ‘kind 
climate, beautiful beaches, and even 
a chance to go skiing in winter.’

These first points of appeal no 
doubt had a magnetic effect, but 

they left unstated the fundamental 
reason for fleeing to Australia 
from Europe, which was to escape 
the deprivations of a war-scarred 
continent.  

As Valerie’s title suggests, 
leaving Europe was a flight 
from the childhood fairy tales of 
the Brothers Grimm as well as 
from what had happened to the 
continent that gave birth to them.

The family arrived first in 
Melbourne in 1950, and within a 
year settled in Sydney. There are 
many memories recounted from 
this early period of migration which 
are not only profoundly personal 
but also of wider cultural and 
historical import.   

Indeed, a special value of 
this memoir that it works so 
impressively at these various 
levels, offering glimpses into the 
individual lives of a single family 
after World War II as well as 
insights into the social challenges 
facing all those who sought a fresh 
start in a different land at the other 
end of the earth.

One poignant story which 
Valerie recounts is of a poor 
man passing through a customs 
inspection in Melbourne with 
nothing more than a modest 
suitcase.  He was reluctant to open 
it, as this seemed such an invasion 
of privacy, but when he finally 
consented, the suitcase proved to 
be empty – a touching testimony 
to all that he had not brought with 
him to Australia from the country 
he had fled.

Flight from the Brothers Grimm: A 
European-Australian Memoir, by  

Valerie Murray. Books Unleashed, 
(rrp $20.00).  Obtainable from 
Valerie Murray, Bunyah NSW.  

Phone: (02) 6559 1550
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From the outset in Australia, 
Valerie learnt to be self-reliant and 
developed an early maturity.  This 
was not a new experience as, even 
in Europe, her parents’ busy lives 
had forced her to cope alone; but 
within a year of migrating, she 
and her brother Steve were left 
by themselves when their parents 
went on holidays, and for a time 
she suffered from panic attacks that 
ushered in bouts of depression. 

Yet she quite liked her own 
company and knew that her 
parents trusted her to shoulder 
adult responsibilities.  She enjoyed 
visiting libraries and bookshops in 
Sydney on her own. 

Her recollection of time spent 
reading in the State Library on 
Macquarie Street brought back to 
my mind, not only the early years 
I worked in this library, but also 
what Valerie calls ‘a side excursion’ 
when walking around Sydney – 
in her case frequenting places like 
Dymocks’ Bookstore and, in mine, 
walking down in my lunch-hour 
at the State Library to bookshops 
near Circular Quay, and buying 
second-hand books that I continue 
to cherish.  

A recurrent theme of this 
memoir is the incarnational faith 
of a child raised in a Catholic 
environment - even though 
Valerie’s Hungarian father was 
Catholic, her Swiss mother was not.  

There is an unaffected awareness 
of religious symbols and habits 
amid the mundane engagements of 
ordinary life.  

Valerie recalls the little gold 
medallion on a chain that she 
received as a christening present, 
the influence of a religious Sister 
whom she adored at school, the 
fact that she and her brother knew 
the Latin Mass by heart, and that 
she was anxious to complete a First 
Friday Novena.  

When writing of her father’s 
discovery of a café in Sydney where 
real expresso coffee was served, 
she simply remarks that ‘he may 
well have stumbled on it after choir 
practice at St Mary’s on the other 
side of Hyde Park.’ 

An especially appealing part of 
Valerie’s memoir is her insights into 
her husband Les Murray, which 
are presented with the unforced 
affection of a long-married 
couple.  ‘I call him my husband,’ 
she notes, ‘because for decades 
I have always done so. “Partner” 
just doesn’t cut it.  It is cold and 
smacks of pre-nuptial contracts and 
terminology that changes like any 
other fashion.’  And she concludes 
her reflections on being married to 
Les:
‘We married too young to have 
anything except each other.  We 

grew each other up, as much as we 
were able to.’

Flight from the Brothers Grimm is 
an engaging and revealing memoir.  
It sheds light on the experience of 
a refugee from post-war Europe 
adapting to, and in turn enriching, 
Australian life, and at the same 
time it adds to the precious store of 
immigrant chronicles about a land 
largely of immigrants. 

karl scHMude is a Founding Fellow of Campion 
College in Sydney and formerly University 
Librarian at the University of New England in 
Armidale NSW.  He has known Valerie and Les 
Murray for many years and frequently visited their 
farm in Bunyah in the Hunter region of NSW.
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moviesThe Promise 

Director Terry George’s film 
is beyond praise - another brave 
attempt to shine light on the dark 
matter of the Armenian massacres in 
what was then the Ottoman Turkish 
Empire, prior to, and after, the start 
of the Great War of 1914-18.

The film, however, is not 
beyond criticism; Robin Swicord 
researched and wrote the original 
script; George adapted it by adding 
fictional elements.  These include a 
triangular romance involving the 
co-stars Charlotte Le Bon as Ana, 
an Armenian dance teacher, Oscar 
Isaac, as Mikael an Armenian medico 
and Christian Bale, as Chris Myers, a 
journalist.

Not content with his spoonful of 
romance to help the bitter history go 
down, George added a traditional 
marriage between Mikael and Marta 
(Shoreh Aghdashloo) whose dowry 
helped to finance his medical studies.

The power of the film is 
in the recreation by George 
and cinematographer Javier 
Aguirresarobe of what the Christian 
Armenians endured: murder in their 
villages and along their line of flight 
where an heroic stand was made 
against the pursuing Turks on the 
mountain Musa Dagh. 

In a brief but eloquent sequence 
the US Ambassador Henry 
Morgenthau (James Cromwell) nails 
the authenticity of the massacres 
as observed by Myers (based on 
Associated Press reporter J. Damon 
Theron).  

The film’s climax is an evacuation 
of a few thousand Armenians by a 
French battleship in September 1915 
– that is after the Gallipoli landings. 

In a coda, symbolic of faithful 
endurance, Terry George presents 
Mikhail in America at the wedding 
reception of the child he saved from 
death.

The Armenian-American financier 
and movie mogul Kirk Kerkorian 
provided the total budget of $90 
million, a final act of pietas; born 
1917, he died in 2015.  So far 
The Promise has recovered only a 
fraction of its budget.

Yet like Armenian-Canadian 
Atom Egoyan’s Ararat, the Irish-
born Terry George’s film, which had 
a Vatican preview, will continue to 

shed light while successive Turkish 
governments, rather than admit to 
the term massacre (or genocide), 
prefer variations of re-location.

Some re-location; it involved the 
deaths of between 600, 000 and 1.5 
million Armenians.

 MHHHHNFFV. 

Hampstead

As its title indicates, this 
romantic-comedy is located in one 
of London’s metropolitan villages.  
Moreover director Joel Hopkins 
works in the spirit of Ealing, another 
such village with a film studio that 
turned out a string of comedies 
which are now vintage classics.  

Hopkins adds zing to Robert 
Festinger’s script by casting his 
co-stars, Diane Keaton and Brendan 
Gleeson, from outside the Great 
British Repertory Company.

Keaton plays Emily Walters, a 
widowed American boutique owner 
living in a mansion converted into 
flats for ladies of her ilk – an idyllic 
retreat threatened by developers.  
Here Hopkins depends heavily on 
the Rep Company, most notably the 
marvellous Lesley Manville as Fiona 
and Jason Watkins as Smythe.

He strums the ukelele and 
pursues Emily – until she espies 
Gleeson’s Donald Horner who 
lives in shack on the leafy side of 

Hampstead Heath and bathes in its 
ponds.

The anti-developer campaign 
switches from Emily’s mansion to 
Donald’s shack.  The happy ending 
involves a prop so Ealing you half-
expect Alec Guinness to pop up in a 
cameo role.        

TBAHHHSFFV.     

Una

No one does pathos in extremity 
like Rooney Mara.  Accordingly it is 
not surprising to see her working 
with theatre director Benedict 
Andrews in his debut film of David 
Harrower’s one-act play, Blackbird.

This deals with the fraught 
subject of an under-age teen Una’s 
affaire with an adult neighbour Ray 
(Ben Mendelsohn, demonstrating his 
ascent to greatness).     

 Mara is mesmerising enough to 
have essayed the teen.  Andrews 
elected to cast Ruby Stokes which 
makes for a degree of implausibility 
as he, with cinematographer Thimios 
Bakatakis and editor Nick Fenton, 
composes a fugue of flashbacks and 
present time.        

The original one-act play was 
necessarily confined.  Andrews 
does open it up without losing its 
claustrophobic effect by locating it 
mainly in a vast and sterile storage 
complex where Ray works as an 
executive. 

Promiscuity being the stuff of 
many current movies, Andrews 
does not totally solve the problem 
of making it a negative result of 
the underage affaire.  Indeed, he 
presents another Una affaire with 
Ray’s colleague Scott (Riz Ahmed) 
and pushes scenes to the limit 
of what in the theatre would be 
deemed obscene.  (That is off-stage).  

Yet for all his boldness, Andrews 
ends on a movie cliché: a kiss 
outside the suburban paradise 
to which Ray returns.  Una?  She 
wanders off into the night bereft of a 
moral compass. 

MHHHNFFV.

The Teacher 

In this satiric comedy, Zuzana 
Maurery plays the teacher Marie 
Drazdechova.  On her first classroom 
appearance, she looks as if butter 
would not melt in her mouth.  Yet 

By James Murray

Friends

A FAITHFUL FRIEND is a sure 
shelter; whoever finds 

one has found a rare treasure. 
A faithful friend is something 
beyond price; There is no 
measuring his worth. A faithful 
friend is the elixir of life, and 
those who are in awe of the 
Lord will find one. Whoever is 
in awe of the Lord makes true 
friends, for as a man is, so is his 
friend. 

– Book of Ecclesiasticus, vi, 14-17.
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it does, and not only butter; she 
garners other goods and services 
from parents keen to have their 
children get the grades necessary 
to go onward and upward in a 
Czechoslovakian Communist regime.

Director Jan Hrebejk and 
scriptwriter Petr Jarchovsky locate 
the main action at a meeting of 
parents convened by the school 
principal, her object being to 
send a petition to the educational 
authorities.

Problems: signing the petition will 
mean parents identifying themselves 
to the authorities and The Teacher is 
a Communist Party apparatchik.

Jan Hrebejk, cinematographer 
Martin Ziaran and editor Vladimir 
Barak get  

maximum dramatic – and comic 
– tension from whether the parents 
will sign or whether The Teacher 
and her allies will thwart them.

Hrebejk in a final googly twist 
turns the satire on itself.  He 
also creates a sense that political 
correctness, now rife, began behind 
the Iron Curtain. Perhaps it should 
be spelt with a K. 

In any case, the kind of favours 
exchange that drives the satire could 
not happen here, could it?   

 TBAHHHHSFFV.

The Sense of an Ending

Dull movies may provide room 
for a bright tour de force.   Such is 
the case with director Ritesh Batra’s 
drama which has absolutely no hint 
of the joie de curry that infused his 
romantic comedy, The Lunchbox. 

Maestro Jim Broadbent provides 
the tour de force as Tony Webster, 
a dealer in antique cameras.  His 
humdrum life break comes on 
receipt of a letter telling him he has 
been left the diary of a school pal 
Adrian (Andrew Buckley).

 Inspired by the Julian Barnes 
Booker Prize winning novel, Batra 
and scriptwriter Nick Payne, use 
the bequest to trigger flashbacks 
to Webster as boarding schoolboy 
(played by Billy Howie) and a close 
encounter with Sarah Ford (Emily 
Mortimer), mother of his girl friend 
Veronica (Freya Mavor).  

 Batra cuts between the 
flashbacks, meetings with Webster’s 
ex-wife Margaret (Harriet Walter), 

a QC and their pregnant daughter 
Susie (Michelle Dockery). 

 When not assisting her in 
pre-natal exercises, Webster mooches 
around London, trailing the adult 
Veronica (Charlotte Rampling) 
who introduces him to a group of 
handicapped people, one of whom, 
Colin, (Peter Wright) may be linked 
to Webster’s past. 

In keeping with the enigmatic 
plot, Ritesh Batra does not clarify, 
preferring a scene where Margaret 
gives Tony an expensive watch.  
Which brings us to the running 
time: 108 minutes – a long tour de 
force.     

 MHHHNFFV

Handsome Devil

Writer/director John Butler’s 
drama has a boarding school 
location.  But it is an Irish 
establishment where rugby, not 
hurling or Gaelic football, is the be- 
all and end-all.

The red-haired, Ned (Fionn 
O’Shea) is consigned to the school 
by his father and stepmother who, as 
played by Ardel O’Hanlon and Amy 
Huberman, are the very models of 
mangy Celtic tigers.

Being more inclined to pick up 
a guitar than a rugby ball, Ned is 
bullied by the rugby players with 
the complicity of their coach Paschal 
O’Keefe (Moe Dunford) who is 

at odds with English teacher Dan 
Sherry (Andrew Scott).

Aid arrives in the person of a 
star rugby player Conor (Nicholas 
Galitzine) who is assigned to be 
Ned’s roommate.   

Butler winds the movie’s tension 
on the twofold question: will Ned 
and Conor come to understand each 
other and, perhaps more importantly, 
will Conor get to kick the winning 
field goal in the climactic match.    

MHHHNFFV.

Snatched

It must have seemed like a great 
idea at the time: Goldie Hawn 
vintage champagne and Amy 
Schumer modern bitters.  But as 
mixed by director Jonathan Levine 
from a script by Katie Dippold, the 
cocktail reminded your reviewer of 
drinking crème de menthe and soda 
on the veranda of the Birdsville 
Hotel when the Sixties were young.  

Hawn and Schumer play mother 
and daughter Linda and Emily; 
while on holiday in Ecuador they 
are held to a $100, 000 ransom 
(obviously this a low-budget movie). 

Do bandidos take credit cards?  
Can Linda’s madcap son Jeffrey (Ike 
Barinholtz) persuade the United 
States to intervene?  Or will holiday 
mates Ruth (Wanda Sykes) and Barb 
(Joan Cusack) ride to the rescue?  

Implicit in the comedy is the 
question: why do stars opt for 
rubbish?  The answer may be with 
the late Roger Moore, alias James 
Bond; he summed up his career by 
saying, ‘I’m a jobbing actor’.  So he 
was.  So are they all, conditioned to 
don the motley rather than wait in 
their digs for the phone to ring. 

MA15+ HHNFFV.

Don’t Tell 

In this fact-based child abuse 
drama, director Tori Garrett gets 
maximum effect from a duel of 
barristers, Bob Myers for the 
plaintiff, Lyndal (a pseudonym), 
and Jean Dalton for the defence 
of Toowoomba’s Girls’ Preparatory 
School, an Anglican foundation. 

As Myers, Jack Thompson is in 
magnificent form, his booming voice 
fit to blast Dalton from the courtroom 
except that Jacqueline McKenzie 
plays her with Portia-like coolness.  

Official 
Classifications key

G: for general exhibit ion; 
P G : p a r e n t a l  g u i d a n c e 
r e c o m m e n d e d  f o r 
persons under 15 years ; 
M 15+: recommended for 
mature audiences 15 years and 
over; MA 15+: restrictions apply 
to persons under the age of 15; 
R 18+: Restricted to adults,  
18 years and over.

Annals supplementary 
advice

SFFV: Suitable For Family Viewing; 
NFFV: Not For Family Viewing.
TBA:  classification to be 

announced
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King Arthur:  
Legend of the Sword

Director Guy Ritchie made his 
name in 1998 with the Cockney 
gangster epic, Lock Stock and Two 
Smoking Barrels.  That title sums up 
what he has done to the Arthurian 
legend: blown it apart beyond the 
humour of 1066 and All That or 
Black Adder.

In a word, codswallop – 
co-written by Ritchie, Lionel 
Wigram, Joby Harold, David Dobkin 
– and endurable only to watch starry 
actors such as Eric Bana, Djimon 
Hounsou and Jude Law succeed in 
not laughing at what they have to do 
to earn a crust.

Add Charlie Hunnam in the title 
role.  And was that David Beckham 
proving that a great player on the 
football pitch is not necessarily a 
great player of cameo roles?    

MHHNFFV.

Alien: Covenant 

Director Ridley Scott continues 
his prequel-sequel saga that began 
with Alien in 1979.  In this stanza, 
written by John Logan, Dante 
Harper, Jack Paglen and Michael 
Green, the space freighter Covenant 
with a cargo of human embryos is 
outward bound from planet earth to 
colonise the planet Origae-6.

An accident forces an emergency 
probe of another planet and, 
you may have guessed, the sly 
entry of the beastie known as the 
Xenomorph.

Michael Fassbinder, ignoring 
the space rule, ‘never play against 
aliens’, dominates in the double role 
of David 8 and Walter, omniscient 
androids. 

His is not an easy achievement: 
the cast also includes, Billy Crudup 
as Christopher Oram, the space 
craft’s first mate, Danny McBride as 
chief pilot. Tennessee, and Katherine 
Waterston as Dany Branson, a 
terraforming expert who leads in the 
grilling of the Xenomorph. 

Enough already?  There’s a 
trick ending demonstrating that 
Ridley Scott, the old ad-man, 
hasn’t destroyed his unique selling 
proposition. 

MA15+HHHNFFV,

But Garrett’s earlier inclusion of a 
wild, shot-gun sex scene to illustrate 
the psychic damage done to Lyndal 
seems counter-intuitive (read daft).     

A more devastating illustration 
is editor Peter Carrodus’s subtle 
intercutting of cinematographer 
Mark Wareham’s shots of the child 
Lyndal (Kiara Freeman) and the 
mature Lyndal, played by Sara West 
in a style bitter enough to curdle the 
milk of human kindness. 

Scriptwriters James Greville, 
Ursula Cleary and Anne Brooksbank 
worked from a book by Lyndal’s 
lawyer Stephen Roche (Aden 
Young).  This may be why the movie 
has a plethora of underwritten roles 
played by such high-calibre actors 
as Rachel Griffiths, Robert Coleby, 
Susie Porter and Martin Sacks.

It may also be why scenes of 
Roche’s family life are allowed to 
distend the running time to 108 
minutes.

Kim Knuckey plays the Anglican 
Archbishop (and Governor 
General) Peter Hollingsworth, main 
collateral damage of the civil action 
that awarded some $900,000 in 
compensation to Lyndal.   

 MHHHNFFV.

Hounds of Love

From cinematographer Michael 
McDermott’s voyeuristic opening 
shot of netball players, writer/
director Ben Young indicates a trip 
to a chamber of horrors, set amid 
the sunny suburbs of Perth, Western 
Australia.

And so it proves as John White 
(Stephen Curry) and his wife Evelyn 
(Emma Booth) abduct one of the 
players, abuse her and bury her 
quick time in a forest.  Their next 
prey is party-goer Vicki Maloney 
(Ashleigh Cummings). 

Hers is a more vile imprisonment, 
prolonged by lack of police zeal 
and the fact that her mother, 
Maggie (Susie Porter) and father, 
Trevor (Damian de Montemas) are 
separated.

Booth and Curry bring intense, 
not to say nauseating, conviction to 
their roles. Young and McDermott 
with editor Merlin Eden appear to 
achieve a horror first: White in bare 
feet kicks a dog to death.    

Needless to say the title has 

nothing to do with love.  Take 
your pick from psychopathy to lust.  
Either way, what it does for Stephen 
Curry’s TV promotion of Smith’s 
Crisps remain to be seen.  But as a 
declension of gory clichés it makes a 
calling card movie for Ben Young. 

MA15+HHNFFV.

A Quiet Passion

Emily Dickinson was a spinster 
who created poetry of gossamer 
subtlety that has endured for more 
than a century and will endure for 
as long people appreciate works that 
strikes light in the hidden places of 
the heart.

In Terence Davies she has a 
writer/director whose cinematic 
gifts complement her creativity.  As 
he did in House of Mirth with Gillian 
(X-Files) Anderson, Davies elicits 
from Cynthia (Sex in the City) Nixon 
a performance of sustained graceful 
power under familial pressure.          

PGHHHHSFFV.



Help Religious Sisters - the unsung heroines in the Church!
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The Mother Teresa rosary will be sent out to all 
those who can assist this cause with a donation 
of $20.00 or more and tick this box

“It is painful to see people without food and water. In them, Jesus is 
hungry and thirsty. What gives me joy is when I can help them and see 
the relief and happiness on their faces.” Sr Annie

A complimentary Mother Teresa rosary designed by the 
Vatican rosary makers and blessed by Pope Francis will be 
sent to all those who can assist with a donation of $20.00 
or more to support this cause and tick the box below. 

Mother Teresa, now 
St Teresa of Calcutta, 
was canonised on 
September 4th 2016. 
The  rosary carries the 
following inscriptions 
on the reverse side of 
the crucifix and central 
medal: “A little pencil in 
the hand of God” and “It 
is not how much we do, 
but how much love we 
put into what we do”.
The colours of the rosary 
beads represent the 
simple white sari worn 
by Mother Teresa and 
the blue, her devotion to 
the Virgin Mary.
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BooK review

Many of the articles published in Cosmo were partially or wholly fabricated. 
‘quotes’ from fictitious ‘liberated’ young professional women, who were as 

sexually licentious as men, were regularly incorporated into articles. Young 
women readers of the magazine began mimicking the behaviour they were 

reading about, so that the need for journalistic lying was reduced.

REJECTING THE CULTURE OF DEATH
By Charles K. Bellinger

HIS BOOK makes 
a  s i g n i f i c a n t 
contribution to the 
genre of pro-l i fe 
conversion stories, 
which already has 
notable examples, 

such as Won by Love by Norma 
McCorvey (‘Jane Roe’), The Hand of 
God by Dr. Bernard Nathanson, and 
Unplanned by Abby Johnson. 

Those three tell the story from 
different angles: McCorvey being 
swept up into the famous lawsuit 
Roe v. Wade by ambitious young 
pro-choice lawyers, and later 
working in abortion clinics as a 
low-level staffer; Nathanson being 
an abortion doctor and founding 
figure in NARAL; and Johnson 
being a former Planned Parenthood 
clinic director. 

In this book Browder adds her 
voice, presenting the perspective 
of a woman who was a writer for 
Cosmopolitan magazine, one of the 
key levers of cultural change in the 
1960s and 1970s, advancing the 
cause of the sexual revolution and 
abortion rights.

Subverted is written with two 
intertwined strands: Browder’s 
autobiogrphy and her critical 
commentary on the modern 
‘culture of death’ from which she 
gradually extricated herself over 
the course of several decades. The 
deep bond of love between the 
author and her husband, Walter, 
also provides a strong backbone 
to the story that continues right up 

to the final pages, recounting his 
death.

The autobiographical strand 
begins with the author’s upbringing 
in a small Iowa town; she felt stifled 
and limited by her backwater 
beginnings, and was captivated 
by the notion of trendy, wealthy, 
glamorous New York City. After 
earning a journalism degree at 

the University of Missouri, she 
jumped at the chance of becoming 
a staff writer for Cosmopolitan, no 
matter how small the pay or how 
insignificant the assignments. 

Helen Gurley Brown, the editor 
of Cosmo, looms large throughout 
the book — the chief object 
of critique as Browder grows 
increasingly disenchanted with the 
social revolution she was swept up 
in, furthered, and then broke away 
from. 

The Wizard of Oz is an apt 
allusion at this point, in that Brown 
is somewhat like the Wicked Witch 
of the West, who holds her minions 
under a spell. When she is doused, 
the spell is broken.

‘Pay no attention to that little 
man behind the curtain’ also 
comes to mind, in that Browder 
emphasizes the point that many of 
the articles published in Cosmo 
were partially or wholly fabricated. 
‘Quotes’ from fictitious ‘liberated’ 
young professional women, who 
were as sexually licentious as men, 
were regularly incorporated into 
articles. Young women readers of 
the magazine began mimicking 
the behaviour they were reading 
about, so that the need for 
journalistic lying was reduced. 
Browder recounts, from her inside 
knowledge, that this culture of 
mendacity was deliberately fostered 
by Helen Gurley Brown to advance 
the cause of the sexual revolution. 
Browder says that ‘the sex 
revolution was fabricated largely 

Sue Ellen Browder, Subverted: 
How I Helped the Sexual 

Revolution Hijack the Women’s 
Movement. Ignatius Press, 2015.
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from propaganda. I know because 
I was one the propagandists who 
helped sell single women on the 
notion that sex outside of marriage 
would set them free.’

For those readers who are 
familiar with René Girard’s thought, 
this book strongly confirms his 
basic theses. Growing up in Iowa, 
Browder became fascinated by what 
seemed to her to be the ‘greater 
fullness of being’ represented by 
the ‘Cosmo girls’ and the New York 
City lifestyle. She sold her soul to 
be a part of that fantasy. Slowly 
but surely, over a span of decades, 
she became disenthralled of that 
‘romantic lie’ and was led into the 
‘Romanesque truth’ of Christian 
faith.

The central sadness of the story 
concerns the decision of Sue and 
Walter to have an abortion during 
a time of financial difficulties. Their 
marriage was strong and they had 
a positive outlook on the future, 
but their temporary challenges, 
combined with Roe v. Wade’s 
opening up of abortion as a license 
with no limitations, created a 
situation that Sue would later come 
to deeply regret. They already had 
two children, and in the following 
years Sue’s growing distress over 
the abortion was manifested in 
unthinkingly setting the table for 
five instead of four. 

This part of the story also 
illuminates an aspect of Girard’s 
thought, namely the satanic nature 
of violence. To speak of ‘Satan’ is 
the ultimate politically incorrect 
move in our day; yet how are we to 
understand a decision by a loving 
couple to deliberately kill their 
own child, with the approval of 
surrounding society that commends 
them for making a ‘rational’ choice 
to manage the difficulties of life? 

The author puts her finger on 
a deep truth when she says that 
a culture of death is ‘a culture of 
fear.’ In one sense, every culture is 
a culture of death, in that human 
beings always die, are eulogized, 
buried, and so forth. Every 
culture has rituals and practices 
surrounding mortality. What Pope 

John Paul II meant by the ‘culture 
of death,’ however, is really a 
‘culture of killing.’ Decisions by 
human beings to intentionally kill 
other innocent human beings are 
now accepted as normal, rational, 
and even ‘empowering.’ Browder’s 
book recounts what happened 
when she was motivated by fear, 
and it is a clear call to the reader to 
avoid going down that path.

The concluding chapters of 
the book tell the story of the 
opening up of Sue and Walter’s 
life trajectory to a deep experience 
of God and to the walk of faith 
in community. They had both 
been raised in mainline Protestant 
traditions, with only vague 
attachments to church life. As they 
moved through the years and came 
to reject more and more strongly 
the dominant trends in American 
culture, they sought out church 
communities that would nurture 
their faith. 

Initial positive experiences with 
an Episcopal church were helpful, 
but then a change in location left 
them with no better option than 
to attend a Catholic church. I say 
‘no better option’ to indicate their 
state of mind at the time, which was 
still influenced by the deeply anti-
Catholic prejudices of the Cosmo 
world. 

Once inside the Church, 
however, it became for them a 
Tardis, a world that is bigger 
on the inside than it appears to 
be from the outside. The riches 
of the Catholic intellectual 
tradition opened up for them a 
comprehensive interpretation 
of history and of their own 
personal histories. The experience 
of sacramental confession, as 
recounted by the author, was a life-
shaking experience.

I am left with only one hanging 
question. If the author had not 
been ‘forced’ by geographical 
circumstances to begin attending a 
Catholic church, would she still be 
a Protestant to this day? The book 
itself does not provide an answer, 
but it is worth noting that the other 
three authors mentioned at the 
head of this review — McCorvey, 
Nathanson, and Johnson — all 
became Catholic. 

I cannot help but recall René 
Girard once again — specifically his 
comments on ‘the unity of novelistic 
conclusions’ in the wake of deep 
experiences of conversion.

Charles K. Bellinger [c.bellinger@tcu.edu] is asso-
ciate professor of theology and ethics at Brite 
Divinity School, Texas Christian University, Fort 
Worth, Texas. Tardis, for people not familiar with 
the popular TV Series Doctor Who, was a fictional 
time machine and spacecraft in the British science 
fiction television programme. Ed.

The First shall be Last

THE CATHOLIC interpretation of history preserves the prophetic and 
apocalyptic sense of mystery and divine judgment. Behind the rational 

sequence of political and economic cause and effect, hidden spiritual 
forces are at work which confer on events a wholly new significance. 
The real meaning of history is some thing entirely different from that 
which the human actors in the historical drama themselves believe or 
intend. For example, to a contemporary ‘ scientific ‘ historian the rise of 
the world empires in the Near East from the eighth to the sixth centuries 
B.C. would have seemed the only historical reality. He could not have 
even imagined that 2,ooo years later all this drama of world history would 
only be remembered in so far as it affected the spiritual fortunes of one 
of the smallest and least materially civilised of the subject peoples. And in 
the same way what contemporary observer could have imagined that the 
execution of an obscure Jewish religious leader in the first century of the 
Roman Empire would affect the lives and thought of millions who never 
heard the names of the great statesmen and generals of the age ? 

- Christopher Dawson, Religion and the Modern State, London, Sheed and Ward, 1935, p. 81.
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