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ONCE I 
was not;

I came to be,
and I will live 
for ever.
Amen.  

— St Cyril, apostle of the 
Slavonic people with 
his brother Methodius. 
They devised the Cyrillic 
alphabet used in Ukraine, 
Russia and some other 
Slavic countries. Cyril died 
in 869 on February 14 and 
is buried in Rome.

Front Cover: A village of the Dogon people who inhabit 
the Bandiagara Escarpment – a sandstone cliff up to 
500 metres high, not far from the Niger river, that 
stretches about 150 km in the central plateau region 
of Mali in West Africa. Over a thousand years ago, the 
Dogon people refused to convert to Islam, and migrated 
to this region seeking defensible positions along the 
steep walls of the escarpment. They were targeted by 
Muslim slave traders who would murder the males and 
enslave the women and children. The homes of the 
villagers are earthen, made of mud and rock, with flat 
roofs. The mud buildings with pointed roofs covered in 
thatch are, I understand, for storing grain, and personal 
possessions. The majority of the Dogon are Animists. A 
minority is Christian, and a minority is Muslim.
Back Cover: Annals Australasia turns 126 this year. Help 
support Australia’s oldest and most popular Catholic 
journal by encouraging your friends and relatives 
to subscribe. Or send them a gift subscription for 
Christmas or the New Year. See page 11 of this issue for 
a subscription form, and page 14 for a gift subscription 
form.



FAITH UNITES;  
IT DOES NOT DIVIDE

THE CANTERBURY pilgrimage takes on a very symbolic social 
character and is indeed the progress which emerged out of 

the mediaeval into the modern world. All modern critics can take 
pleasure in the almost modern realism of the portraiture; in the 
veracity of types and the vigour of the quarrels. But the modern 
problem is more and more the problem of keeping the company 
together at all; and the company was kept together because it was 
going to Canterbury ... As their counter parts stand to-day it is easier 
to imagine the Wife of Bath wanting to go sun-bathing at Margate, 
or the Clerk instantly returning, with refined disgust, to Oxford, 
rather than to imagine either of them wanting to toil on together 
to a particular tomb in Canterbury. For the moment this division 
of heart is masked by a certain heartiness in the modern pursuit of 
mere games and pleasures, but you cannot make a complete social 
system out of games and pleasures. You cannot in some dark hour of 
peril ask thousands to die for the Derby, or even to be taxed to death 
for the International Golf Championship. A nation that has nothing 
but its amusements will not be amused for very long. Moreover the 
amusements are at least as narrow as the devotions and dedica tions. 
You will not persuade the Clerk of Oxford to go to Rams gate merely 
to see the Miller win the Ram. You will not persuade the Miller to 
go to Oxford, which might well have been named, at that time, after 
the Dumb Ox of Philosophy St Thomas of Aquin. But they were both 
ready to go together to the shrine of St. Thomas of Canterbury. The 
real modern problem is – what pilgrimage have we on which these 
two different men will ride together ? 

— G. K. Chesterton, Chaucer, 1948, pp. 182-183 . Chesterton’s reference to the Miller’s 
winning ‘the Ram,’ plays on the popular belief that ‘Ramsgate’ had something to do with 
a male sheep. ‘Ram’ here, however, is a corruption of the Anglo-Saxon ‘hremmes,’ meaning 
‘ravens’. Perhaps, also, he was punning on ‘ram’ as a wrestling match.
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SIGHT IS BLIND 
BEFORE GOD’S GLORY

By his word the Word Almighty 
Makes of bread his flesh indeed; 

Wine becomes his very life-blood: 
Faith God’s living Word must heed. 

Faith alone may safely guide us 
Where the senses cannot lead.

Come, adore this wondrous presence; 
Bow to Christ, the source of grace. 
Here is kept the ancient promise
Of God’s earthly dwelling-place. 

Sight is blind before God’s glory, 
Faith alone may see his face.

Glory be to God the Father, 
Praise to his co-equal Son, 
Adoration to the Spirit;
Bond of love, in Godhead one. 

Blest be God by all creation 
Joyously while ages run.

From the translation by Fr James Quinn sj of verses 4,5,6 of Pange Lingua Gloriosa 
written by St Thomas Aquinas [1227-1274] for the Office of the Feast of Corpus 
Christi, in 1264. From The Roman Breviary, Hymn at second Vespers for the Feast of 
Corpus Christi. 



ANNALS AUSTRALASIA  3  MARCH 2015

Gothic churches, more than any others, with their height and light are designed to raise our 
hearts and minds to God. Gaudi takes this to a new level, far beyond anything I expected or 

had experienced in any of the many beautiful and prayerful churches I have visited. 

THE HOLY FAMILY BASILICA
By George Cardinal Pell

 WENT to Barcelona by 
chance. My brother’s wife 
and daughters had been 
delighted by this elegant 
city in Northern Spain and 
especially by the basilica 
o f  t h e 

Holy Family. They 
convinced my brother 
that he too needed 
to see the city and he 
asked me to join him 
on a visit.

Naturally I knew 
of the church and 
of Pope Benedict’s 
enthusiasm for it. 
One of the architects 
of the New Benedict 
XVI retreat centre 
of the Sydney 
archdiocese had also 
written an article of 
commendation.

While I shared 
many or most of their 
artistic judgements, I 
was put off by photos 
of the basilica’s 
exterior. It all seemed 
a bit loopy; Picasso in 
Hollywood, although 
I knew nothing of 
the basilica’s interior 
(and not much more 
in fact about the 
exterior). I was quite prepared to be 
unimpressed.

My visit completely changed my 
opinion as the basilica is a work of 
genius. This place of worship speaks 
of God to the people of today (and 
tomorrow), more eloquently then 
any church I know.

Catholic symbols are everywhere 
teaching about Christ, the church, 
light and life. Already 3.2 million 
paying tourists visit each year,   
enabling the construction to be 
continued.

History

The church is the product of 
Spain’s turbulent religious history 
and during its comparatively brief 
life-span has already been damaged 
and closed for a time by anti-
Catholic violence.

In the nineteenth century 
Barcelona was a centre for 
industrial development when Spain 
changed from being a colonial and 
largely rural society.

As the democratic, anti-
religious and violent 
forces unleashed by 
the French Revolution 
of 1789 spread across 
Europe, the Spanish 
state expropriated all 
the church’s lands and 
assets in 1836. In the 
consequent spiritual 
crisis the rise of militant 
unbelief was strongly 
contested by many 
Catholic priests and 
people. 

The Association of the 
Devotees of St. Joseph 
was founded in 1866 
by the bookseller and 
philanthropist Josep 
Maria Boccabella and 
grew strongly to a 
membership of half a 
million. In 1878 they 
decided to build an 
expiatory temple of prayer 
and worship dedicated 
to the Holy Family. Work 
began in 1882, inspired 
in part by devotion to the 
Holy House of Nazareth, 

which was brought to Loreto, in 
Italy, in the thirteenth century, 
probably by crusaders.

The basilica is not Barcelona’s 
cathedral and no diocesan or 
government money has been used. 
From the beginning the building 
was a Quixotic exercise.

CatholiC Culture

The Basilica can hold 14,000 worshippers and has space for 1200 Choristers.
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The Sagrada Familia’s first 
architect Francisco del Villar 
persuaded Boccabella not to build 
a replica of the Loreto shrine, but 
to follow the then fashionable 
Neo-Gothic style of the great 
medieval cathedrals and our own St. 
Mary’s, Sydney and St. Patrick’s in 
Melbourne.

Financial and artistic differences 
provoked del Villar’s resignation and 
in 1883 Boccabella appointed the 31 
year old Antoni Gaudi as the new 
project architect. He remained in 
this post for 43 years until his death 
in 1926.

Much of the crypt had been built 
and he amended this design only 
slightly. Gaudi’s creative genius 
was soon apparent 
in a radically 
different apse, 
cloister and nativity 
entrance façade 
and in the detailed 
construction plans 
for a startlingly 
different church 
he left for his 
successors to 
complete.

During the 
Spanish civil war 
of the 1930’s 
the Communists 
destroyed plans 
(but not all of 
them), damaged 
models and halted 
work which did not 
resume until 1954.

The church was 
originally isolated in the countryside, 
but is now surrounded by shops 
and apartments. Some of those will 
be removed eventually to provide a 
proper environment and especially a 
spacious entrance square.

The Interior

Books will continue to be written 
about the Sagrada Familia and it is 
difficult to know where to start in 
describing so many strange and 
beautiful features.

The church is huge and 
high, capable of holding 14.000 
worshippers and has space in 

the elevated choir stalls for 1200 
singers. The main tower will 
be 172 metres high, lower than 
God’s handiwork of neighbouring 
Montjuic, which is 200 metres high.

Every generation of church 
builders wants to offer the best 
of its skills to the one good God 
and this generally, perhaps always, 
should mean that they offer 
something from their age and 
nation, which goes beyond what 
earlier generations contributed.

Spain has many traditionally 
beautiful buildings and monuments. 
Picasso was a Spaniard, as was Joan 
Miro; and Gaudi. Gaudi was deeply 
Catholic, but Spanish to his core.

One is never tempted to think 

of this basilica as a museum. While 
it is rooted in the neo-Gothic style, 
it belongs to tomorrow even more 
than today.

Our contemporaries, especially 
when they are non-religious, are 
geared to the future, hoping that 
technical and economic progress 
will continue. They do not look 
back to Christ’s coming as the 
turning point of history, nor to 
any other earlier event. They 
like novelty and innovation. This 
basilica speaks to them, because it 
tells the ancient Christian story in a 
new way.

The 1700 years of Catholic 
civilization and the earlier 300 years 
of intermittent persecution, often 
repeated, are the essential launching 
pad for lessons from the bible, the 
liturgy and nature itself, in this 
church.

No aspect is merely a tired 
representation from the past, like 
some holy pictures. Each tradition 
is respected, recognizable, but 
developed and changed. Unusually 
the decorations are multi-coloured; 
we find no straight lines, but twists 
and turns like tree trunks.

Light is everywhere, illuminating 
the powerful stained glass windows 
with their abstract patterns and 
bright strong colours. The building 

is surrounded 
by fluted 
columns, twisted 
in different 
directions at 
each end, often 
with a thinner 
waist, or centre 
point.

Above the 
main altar a 
huge figure of 
the suffering 
and crucified 
Christ, with 
his legs almost 
bent double, 
arms painfully 
extended and 
head lifted to 
the heavens, 
d o m i n a t e s 
the church’s 

interior. Over it all is an almost 
traditional baldachino; a symbol 
taken from the tent held over a 
Jewish couple as they make their 
marriage vows. 

This is found in many ancient 
churches (and St. Peter’s in 
Rome) and reminds us of Christ’s 
marriage to his church community. 
The four porphyry columns 
represent the gospels and the 
pillars the twelve apostles.

Gaudi wanted to create a 
mystical forest around the main 
altar with light coming through 
the columns, vaults and roof in 

Sagrada Familia is an introduction to the Christian mysteries
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of the four last things, death, 
judgement, heaven and hell, with 
upside down balloon like clouds 
representing the creed; seven doors 
representing the sacraments and 
inscribed columns representing the 
seven deadly sins and the opposing 
Christian virtues are a mixture, 
provoking puzzlement as well as 
reassurance; unusual imagery. I 
am not sure how effectively it will 
speak to people, or how well it 
spoke to me.

*****

Everywhere in the Western 
world, the family is under pressure 
from the revolution produced by 
the innovation of the pill. Divorces 
abound and more are choosing 
not to marry and not to remarry. 
A basilica dedicated to the Holy 
Family, which emphasises the 
role of Joseph as well as Mary is 
providential. 

One of the guides told us that 
many of the visitors finish their tour 
saying the basilica has really given 
them something to think about. 
That was certainly true for me.

his eminenCe GeorGe Cardinal Pell is Prefect 
of the Secretariat for the Economy of the Holy 
See. He is affectionately remembered by the 
Catholics of Melbourne and Sydney as their former 
Archbishop.

dedicated to a theological virtue 
and a member of the Holy Family. 
Jesus represents love or charity 
topped by the tree of life, Joseph 
represents hope and the Virgin 
Mary represents faith.

Scenes from Jesus’ early years 
are depicted in beautiful, traditional 
figures, reassuring in their piety 
and realism. The surrounds to the 
figures are lush and cluttered but 
church goers then and now love the 
imagery.

The Passion façade is different, 
sinister and angular, capturing 
evil and violence. Gaudi delayed 
starting its construction, because he 
knew it would be unpopular. Street 
marches of protests accompanied its 
birth!

The figures are severe, often 
linear, square headed, grim and 
forbidding. The avant-garde 
sculptor Joseph Subirachs was 
commissioned to complete and 
fill out Gaudi’s sketches and he 
brought home to us the brutality 
and reality of Christ’s suffering. The 
resurrection came only later.

This entrance is confronting but 
brilliant teaching. The construction 
of the glory façade, which will 
become the main entrance, only 
began in 2002. The depictions 

a hundred different ways as in 
an ancient forest canopy. He was 
striving to evoke the Transcendent, 
to induce awe and a call to worship, 
to encourage meditation and deep 
prayer.

Gothic churches, more than any 
others, with their height and light 
are designed to raise our hearts and 
minds to God. Gaudi takes this to 
a new level, far beyond anything 
I expected or had experienced 
in any of the many beautiful and 
prayerful churches I have visited. I 
felt overwhelmed; not by fear, but 
by the magnificence and holiness. I 
realised this was a house of God.

The central interior is more 
than an advertisement for the 
paranormal, or even for the 
supernatural. It is even more than a 
sermon, because good sermons can 
be boring sometimes. It is a call to 
conversion and an introduction into 
the Christian mysteries as they are 
lived and understood by Latin rite 
Catholics.

The Exterior

The roof of Sagrada Familia is 
also a bit like a forest covered by 
eighteen towers divided into four 
types. Naturally the Jesus tower 
is highest, followed by the four 
towers of the evangelists, the tower 
to the Virgin Mary above the apse 
which is slightly lower and then the 
twelve bell towers of the apostles, 
surrounding the building and 
divided into three groups above the 
three entrances

Each spire is covered in coloured 
glazed ceramic work from the 
island of Murano in Northern Italy. 
The spires resemble a collection 
of exotic postcards or sporting 
trophies, but all are reaching to the 
heavens.

Three decorated facades, 
elaborate with many different 
figures, surround the entrances and 
are dedicated to the Nativity, the 
Passion and the Glory. A covered 
cloister will eventually surround all 
the church separating the outside 
secular world from the sacred.

The Nativity façade was started 
in the 1890’s and has three porticos 

Educating Ethan,  
aged 12

DEAR GRANDPAPA,

Hello. How are you? Isn’t it great that we can keep in touch by 
email now. I don’t need to visit you to get your news. As for my pocket 
money, you know you can shoot it off to my electronic Youth Bank 
Account number BE77 1002791 38. That’s easy, isn’t it?

Ethan, who loves you.

Grandpapa replied:

Dear Ethan,

Everything’s all right. I don’t know how to use Electronic Banking 
but I have bought an old scanner from Michael. So I’m going to scan a 
50 Euros banknote to you and send it to you. When you’ve got the time 
you might like to come by to pick up the original.

Your Virtual Grandpapa.
— Petit fils moderne et papy réactif!  Submitted by Fr Stefan Koster. Trans. Paul Stenhouse.
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80,000 French soldiers took part in the Dardanelles campaign  
out of a total of 450,000 Allied troops – more than the Anzacs.

THE FRENCH AT GALLIPOLI
By Frank Mobbs

E  ALL  know 
that on 25 April, 
1915, men of the 
Australian and 
Ne w  Ze a l a n d 
A r m y  C o r p s 
(ANZAC) landed 

at Gallipoli and fought bravely and 
futilely against Turkish forces for 
eight months. 

Soldiers of other allied 
nations also landed at 
Gallipoli. Britain was the 
major contributor, though 
a part of the British force 
consisted of 5,000 men 
of the British Indian 
Army, Indians who served 
with the Anzacs. Many 
of us know that. How 
about Newfoundland? 
I am confident that 
hardly anyone has heard 
of the battalion from 
Newfoundland (not yet 
part of Canada) which 
served in the campaign. 
How about France? The 
role of the French army 
was considerable but is so 
unknown that it deserves 
notice.

80,000 French soldiers 
took part in the Dardanelles 
campaign out of a total of 450,000 
Allied troops - more than the 
Anzacs. 

Figures for the campaign vary 
and are unreliable, but one estimate 
is that the French had 27,169 
casualties (killed and wounded) 
whilst the Anzacs suffered about 
28,150. Deaths and incapacitation 
from sicknesses such as dysentery 
and diarrhoea greatly increased the 

casualty rates of all participants, 
both Turkish and Allied.

How did the French army come 
to be involved in Gallipoli? France 
provided the major part of Allied 
forces in Europe during the 1914-
1918 war, seeing that the Russians 
were ineffective. When the British 
government decided to try to knock 

Turkey out of combat by invading 
it through the Straits of the 
Dardanelles via the Mediterranean 
the French became very interested 
because France itself had a long 
Mediterranean shore, as did its 
colonies in North Africa. Moreover 
France had long-term interests in 
Turkey, Syria, and Egypt, interests 
which might be threatened by 
British penetration of the region.

But France had a problem with 
participating in the invasion of 
Turkey because German armies had 
already conquered northern France 
and the nation badly needed troops. 

The French government was 
reluctant to commit scarce resources 
to the operation and the French 
people were decidedly hostile 

to the idea. Nevertheless, the 
French cabinet decided that if 
the British were operating in 
the Mediterranean, French land 
forces would have to participate.

So the French formed a new 
division, the 1st Division of the 
Corps Expéditionnaire d’Orient 
which included units of the 
Foreign Legion and Senegalese 
(North Africans), and artillery. 
With reluctance France accepted 
that the Corps would operate 
under British command.

When the Gallipoli operation 
began, the French were to land 
at five points on the Western 
side of the peninsula but another 
landing was to be a feint - they 
would disembark across the other 
(southern) side of the entrance to 
the Straits to draw Turkish forces 
towards them, then return to 
ships and land elsewhere. 

The feint got off to a late start 
and the French were soon bogged 
down and being counterattacked. 
They suffered heavy losses of over 
800 casualties. However, they took 
their objective, Kum Kale. They 
returned to the ships and moved to 
support a British division. 

The terrain of deep gullies and 
steep hills plus stiff opposition from 
Turks in well prepared positions 
soon halted their advance. 

lest we Forget

French officers at Gallipoli
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It is almost unbelievable that 
some French units at first wore 
uniforms with white cork hats 
and red trousers thus providing 
an inspiring sight to an onlooker 
general and superb targets for 
Turkish snipers. This idiocy had 
already been practised on the 
Western Front in France in 1914 
to the delight of German machine 
gunners.

The story of the French at 
Gallipoli is much the same as that 
of the other Allied forces - bogged 
down by difficult terrain and strong 
Turkish resistance, bravely charging 
at Turkish defences only to suffer 
fearful casualties, subject to shell 
fire day and night, riddled with 
disease and vermin, suffering heat 
and blizzards. 

They had one strength - 
abundant pieces of artillery, both 
light and heavy - and plentiful 
ammunition, which they used with 
deadly effect. However, the whole 
operation was obviously a failure 
which was embarrassing the French 
government which ordered the 
withdrawal of their contingent, 
an operation completed on 29 
September, 1915.

Combined Turkish and Allied 
casualties, including those who 
succumbed to sickness totaled 
about half a million - a lot for a 
‘sideshow’.

The French suffered about the 
same casualties as the Australians 
but their achievements are almost 
unknown - even in France. Sad to 
say, while France has thousands of 
memorials to her dead of numerous 
wars, there is only one small 
memorial in Marseilles of those who 
sailed from that port to Gallipoli 
and did not return. 

Frank mobbs holds degrees  in history from Sydney 
and Oxford universities. 

The Life of a Farmer’s Wife  
in 1534

SAY THY PRAYERS on rising and when thou art up and ready, then first 
sweep thy house, dress up thy dish board, and set all things in good 

order within thy house: milk the cows, suckle the calves, sye (strain) 
the milk, take up thy children and array them, and provide for thy 
husband’s breakfast dinner and supper, and for thy children and 
servants, and take thy part with them. And to ordeyne (send off) 
corn and malt to the mill, to bake and brew withal when need is. And 
measure it to the mill, and from the mill, and see that thou hast thy 
measure again, beside the toll, or else the miller dealeth not truely 
with thee, or else thy corn is not dry as it should be. 

‘Thou must meke butter and cheese when thou mayest, feed thy swine 
both morning and evening, and give thy poultry meat in the morning 
and when time of the year cometh, thou must take heed how thy hens, 
ducks and geese do lay, and to gather up their eggs, and when they do 
wax broody to set them where is no beasts, swine nor other vermin to 
hurt them. 

‘And thou must know that all whole footed fowls will sit a month, and 
all cloven footed fowls will sit but three weeks, except a peahen, and 
greet fowls as cranes, bustard and such other. And when they have 
brought forth their birds to see that they be well kept from the kites 
and crows, polecats and other vermin. 

‘And in the beginning of March, or a little before, is tyme for a wife to 
make her garden, and to get as many good seeds and herbs as she can, 
and especially such as be good for the pot, and to eete : and as oft as 
need shall require, it must be weeded, for else the weeds will overgrow 
the herbs. 

‘And also in March is tyme to sow flax and hemp … but how it should be 
sown, weeded, pulled, repulled, watred, washed, dried, beat, crushed, 
dressed, combed, spun, wound, warped and woven it needeth not for 
me to show for they be wise enough ; and thereof may they make 
sheets, bedclothes, towels, shirts, smocks and such other necessaries, 
and therefore let thy distaff be always redy for a pastime that thou 
be not idle… 

‘It is a wife’s occupation to winnow all manner of corn, to make 
malt, to wash and wring, to make hay, reap corn, and in time of 
need to help her husband to fill the muck vain, or dong-cart, drive 
the plough, to load hay, corn and such other. And to go or ride to 
the market, to sell butter, cheese, milk, eggs, chickens, capons, 
hens, pigs, geese and all manner of corns. And also to buy all manner 
of necessary things belonging to households and to make a true 
reckoning and account to her husband what she hath paid. 

‘And if the husband go to the market to bye or sell, as they often do, he 
then to show his wife in like manner. For there is an old common saying 
that seldom does the husband thrive without the leave of his wife.’ 

— Master Fitzherbert’s Book of Husbandry, 1534, quoted Olga Hartley, Women and the Catholic 
Church, Burns, Oates and Washbourne, 1935, pp. 87-90
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‘I am conscious that the principal task of my life which I owe to God is that my every 
word, and my every sense, should speak of Him’. – St Thomas Aquinas [1225-1274]  

DEFENDING THE DEPOSIT OF FAITH

AMONG ALL human endeavours the search for Wisdom is more perfect, more 
sublime, more useful and more joyous. 

It is more perfect because inasmuch as a man devotes himself to the study of Wisdom, 
to that extent he acquires some portion of true Blessedness, as the wise author says: 
‘Blessed is the man who immerses himself in Wisdom,’ Ecclesiasticus 14, 22. 

It is more sublime because principally through Wisdom man takes on a certain Likeness 
to the Divine Who does all things Wisely. And because likeness is a cause of love, the 
study of Wisdom joins man in a special way to God through friendship, as the Book 
of Wisdom 7,14 says: ‘Wisdom is an infinite treasure for men, by which those who are 
guided by it become sharers in God’s friendship’. 

It is most useful because through Wisdom herself one arrives at the kingdom of 
Everlasting Life: ‘The longing for Wisdom leads to the Everlasting Kingdom,’ Book of 
Wisdom 6,21.  

It is more joyous because ‘there is no bitterness in her company, no tedium in sharing 
her life – only gladness and joy,’ Book of Wisdom, 8,16.

With confidence – based on our filial devotion to God – in undertaking the role of a 
wise man even though it exceeds our own capability, our intention is to demonstrate the 
truth of what the Catholic Faith professes – to the best of my ability – by refuting the 
contrary errors.  If I may use the words of St Hilary, ‘I am conscious that the principal 
task of my life which I owe to God is that my every word, and my every sense, should 
speak of Him’.

Refuting Error

Two factors come to mind that explain why we find it difficult to confound the errors 
of individuals. 

The first arises from our not being familiar enough with the offensive sayings of those 
who in error that we can detect, in what they say, a means of correcting their error. This 
latter was the method used by ancient Doctors of the Church to refute the errors of the 
Pagans whose mentality they understood because they had been Pagans themselves, or at 
least they had lived among the Pagans and were well-versed in their doctrines.

The second follows from the fact that certain ones amongst those who are in error 
– e.g. Muslims [Mahumetistae] and Pagans – do not agree with us in accepting the 
authority of any Sacred Scripture that might be a means of convincing them of their 
error. In debates with Jews we can argue from the Old Testament; and with heretics, 
from the New. These others mentioned above, however, accept the authority of neither 
one nor the other Scripture. Hence our arguments have to be based on natural reason 
upon which each of us is obliged to agree. Even though reason is a frail reed to lean on 
in matters Divine.

As we reflect upon a particular Truth, we will show – at one and the same time – 
which errors are excluded by it; and how [this]  demonstrable Truth is in agreement with 
the Faith of the Christian Religion.

— Saint Thomas Aquinas Summa Contra Gentiles, Book I, Chapter ii, nn. 1-5. Translated from the 
Latin by Paul Stenhouse. 
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Large numbers of Christian tribes – the Kalb, Tamīmi, Taghlibi, Ayyūbi and many others 
like the Banu Nājiya – inhabited or moved around vast areas of Arabia in pre-Islamic times.

CHRISTIANS IN PRE-ISLAMIC ARABIA

By Paul Stenhouse

This is the first of a series of five articles

OT VERY MUCH 
o f  s u b s t a n c e 
h a s  s u r v i v e d  – 
independently of the 
Qur ’ān – that can 
throw light on many 
of the religious beliefs 

and practices of pre-Islamic pagan 
Arabia. Some proverbs, legends and 
poetry allegedly from this 
time have, of course, been 
written down by Muslim 
authors – but this was many 
hundreds of years later.  

Of the period before 
Muḥammad – described 
as Jāhilīyya, or ‘Time of 
Ignorance,’ in the Qur’ān1 – 
what was retained was only 
what was necessary to help 
make sense of references 
to pre-Islamic times in the 
Qur’ānic text, or in the 
accounts of Muḥammad’s 
life. While the text of 
the Qur’ān is regarded 
as unquestionable and 
normative, its descriptions 
of Jewish and Christian 
beliefs are ‘well-known to 
be gross travesties of those 
systems, [and] we have no 
guarantee that its treatment 
of Arabian paganism is any 
fairer’.2

A veil was thrown 
over the memory of 
pagan customs and rituals 
throughout Arabia, and 
particularly in Mecca, a hot 
and barren sanctuary with its 
Ka‘ba, where Muḥammad 

was born, and fertile Yathrib [to be 
known as Medīna an-Nabī, ‘city 
of the prophet’] where, in 622 ad, 
Muḥammad made his home, gained 
supporters and later died in 632 ad

Christians in Mecca

A similar veil obscures for most 
modern-day Muslims the significant 
Christian presence and practice in 

Arabia before the birth of Muḥammad 
around 570 ad.

Large numbers of Christian tribes 
– the Kalb, Tamīmi, Taghlibi, Ayyūbi 
and many others like the Banu Nājiya 
– are known to have inhabited or 
moved around vast areas of Arabia 
in pre-Islamic times. Christian Arab 
merchants had been doing business 
in Arabia for centuries. The Christian 

tribe of the Banu Ghassan 
even had a stall close to the 
Ka‘ba in Mecca because they 
were ḥulafā’, ‘associates’ of 
the Christian Quraish clan of 
Banu Assad.3  

Another Christian tribe, 
the Banu Ijl of Yamama 
in central Arabia and Hira 
in Mesopotamia, had their 
representative in Mecca from 
the Banu Bakr bin Wa’il tribe 
– Furat ibn Hayyan – who 
was ḥalif or ‘associate’ of the 
Quraish clan of Sahm.4 

Non-Muslims banned  
from using Arabic  

‘Muslim’ terms

How thoroughgoing this 
ignorance of a pre-Islamic 
Christian presence in Arabia 
is among our region’s 
Muslim populations 
was borne out by recent 
revelations that ten of 
Malaysia’s thirteen states had 
banned Catholics and other 
non-Muslims from using up 
to thirty-five Arabic terms. 

Terms banned include 
the word Allāh, ‘God,’ solat 

understanding islam i

The Byzantine Rite Mekite Catholic Basilica of St Paul at Harissa Lebanon
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[sic!] ‘prayers,’ and even masjid 
‘mosque’. In the Malaysian state of 
Selangor, non-Muslims are barred 
from using twenty-five words either 
orally or in writing according to the 
Non-Islamic Religion Enactment 
1988. Among these banned words 
are Allāh, ‘God,’ Firman Allāh, 
‘Allāh’s decree,’ solat [sic!] ‘daily 
prayers,’ rasul, ‘apostle,’ mubaligh 
‘missionary,’ mufti, ’Qur’ānic lawyer,’ 
iman ‘faith,’ Kaabah, ‘Sanctuary of 
the Sacred Stone,’ Qiblat ‘direction 
in which Muslims pray’ and Haji 
‘A Muslim who has made the 
pilgrimage’. 

Selangor has also banned 
non-Muslims from using ten other 
phrases, among them subhan Allāh, 
‘Praise God,’ insya-Allāh [sic!], ‘If 
God wishes,’ and Allāhu akbar ‘God 
is the greater’ orally or in writing. 

‘Those found guilty of using such 
terms can be fined up to RM3,000 
or jailed for up to two years, or both. 
Similar enactments are found in nine 
other states but not used in Sabah, 
Sarawak, Penang and the Federal 
Territory. Malacca, which does not 
have a sultan, has banned more words 
and phrases than most states.’5

Use of ‘Allāh’ by Christians  
before Islam Arose

Those responsible for all the 
foregoing enactments and for the  
ban on the use of Allāh by Catholics 
sanctioned by the Federal Court of 
Malaysia only recently, seem to be 
unaware of this centuries-old presence 

of Christian tribes speaking Aramaic 
and Arabic in Arabia before Islam 
arose, although with blanket media 
coverage of the horrific violence in 
Iraq, Syria, Afghanistan and throughout 
the Middle East and Africa, and the 
targeting of Christian minorities there, 
this is difficult to comprehend. 

The claim that Allāh is exclusively 
an Islamic word ignores Muḥammad’s 
father whose name was ‘Abdullah 
– ‘Servant of Allāh’.  He was not a 

Muslim. He died before Muḥammad 
was born; and depending on which 
year you take to have been his year of 
birth ‘Abdullah was either seventeen or 
twenty-two years old when he died. No 
matter how old he was, he died in 570, 
fifty-two years before the Hijra [ah] – 
when Muḥammad fled from Mecca to 
Yathrib – which marks the beginning of 
the first year of the Islamic era.

Most scholars accept that in all 
likelihood the Qur’ān is the earliest 
book written in Arabic.6 

However, Origen Adamantius 
[writing sometime before 240 ad] 
says in the Introduction to his edition 
of the Hexapla, or the Bible in six 
translations, that he had also looked at 
an Arabic translation. Nothing more 
is known of this. It is thought to have 
been in Nabataean, and written using 
Nabataean script – for Arabic cursive 
script had not yet been developed. 

North western Arabia – modern-day 
Syria and Jordan – was ruled by the 
ancient Arab Nabataean kingdom 
which had a trading network centred 
on oases that they controlled from the 
Euphrates to the Red Sea. 

A  Christian Arab, Marcus Iulius 
Philippus, known as ‘Philip the 
Arab,’ became emperor of Rome in 
244 ad. He was born in ad 198 in a 
village now called Shuhba on the road 
from Damascus to Bosra the ancient 
Nabataean capital in southern Syria, 
in the district of Dara‘a. Dara‘a has 
been the scene of much death and 
destruction in recent years. 

As for extant translations of the 

Blaming 
Christians

NOTHING betrays more the 
bias of historians against 

the Christian faith than the fact 
that they blame in Christians the 
very human indulgences that 
they have praised in heathens. 
The same arts and allegories, 
the same phraseologies and 
philosophies which appear as 
proofs of heathen health turn 
up later as proof of Christian 
corruption. It was noble of 
pagans to be pagan, but it was 
unpardonable of Christians to 
be paganised. They never tire of 
telling us of the Glory that was 
Greece and the Grandeur that 
was Rome, but the Church was 
infamous because it satisfied the 
Greek intellect and wielded the 
Roman power.

— G. K. Chesterton, The New Jerusalem, 
London, Sheed & Ward, 1944, p.381.
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that Muḥammad made the centre of 
Islamic devotion and pilgrimage, there 
were two other Ka‘bas in Arabia – 
one in the same Najran on the Sa‘ūdī-
Yemeni border where the Christians 
were killed by Dhu Nuwas, and the 
other in San‘ā, the present-day capital 
of Yemen. Christian Cathedrals once 
stood on the sites of both these old 
sanctuaries.14

The earliest datable church to be 
built in the Roman Province of Arabia 
seems to have been in Umm al-Jamal, 
which today is in Jordan, about 10 

‘God,’ Theos, is translated into Arabic 
as ‘Allāh’ [[هللا] ].13

The earliest dated inscription in 
Arabic is on a Martyrion – a church 
or shrine containing the relics of a 
Christian martyr – built in 512 ad. 
Texts are in Greek, Syriac and Arabic. 
‘God’ is referred to as ‘Allāh’ [[هللا] ].

Christian Cathedrals  
in Yemen

In addition to the Ka‘ba, which is, 
as the name suggests, the cube-shaped 
former pagan sanctuary in Mecca 

Bible into Arabic, all  evidence points 
to a late 7th century date for the text of 
the Gospels in Vatican Arabic MS 13, 
and, with greater certitude, to an 8th 
century origin.7  

The text of the Gospels in Vatican 
Arabic MS 17, copied in Cairo in 
993 ad, always translates ‘God,’ and 
‘Lord,’ as ‘Allāh’[[هللا] ].

The oldest known extant copy of 
the full Qur’ān dates from the 9th 
century ad8 

The Mt Sinai Arabic Codex 151, the 
oldest known extant copy of the whole 
bible translated into Arabic, also dates 
from the 9th century – from 867 ad – 
when, we are told, it was ‘done’.9 

Does ‘done’ here mean ‘copied’ 
or ‘translated’? Many authors imply, 
and the unnamed author whom I’m 
quoting asserts, that this was the date 
of the translation. As I’ve not seen 
the colophon – the description at the 
end of a MS, often much ornamented, 
giving the copyist’s name, date and 
place of the copying etc – I can’t 
verify if this date is the date the text 
was copied by a scribe, or the date 
when it was translated and written by 
the author. Having worked for many 
years on Arabic MSS of Samaritan 
histories I can confidently say that it 
would be extremely rare to find such 
an autograph copy. 

In this early Arabic Bible – the Mt 
Sinai Arabic Codex 151 – ‘God’ is 
always translated by ‘Allāh’ [[هللا] ].10  

We know, moreover, that ninety-
nine years before the Hijra – in 
Najran in south Arabia in what is 
today Yemen, many hundreds of local 
Christian Arabs were murdered in 523 
ad by the Himyarite King Dhu Nuwas 
who had converted to Judaism. Ten of 
his victims were called ‘Abdullah – a 
north Arabic name used as a Christian 
Arab baptismal name in this south 
western Arabian town.11 

One of the leading Christians 
murdered at that time – Abdullah bin 
al-Thamir – is said by Ibn Ishaq12 to 
have worn a ring that said ‘Allāh is my 
Lord’  [[ربي هللا] ].

A pre-Islamic fragment of Psalm 78 
[77] discovered in Damascus has the 
Greek text on one side and the Arabic 
text in Greek characters on the other. 
In this fragment, the Greek word for 
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between Jerusalem and the Dead 
Sea.17

Linguistic factors under-
lying heresies

Greek and to a lesser extent 
Latin were the languages of the 
Ecumenical Councils and of the 
Eastern, Byzantine Empire. Not all 
who attended the Councils from the 
Province of Arabia and whose mother 
tongues were Aramaic and Arabic, 
however, necessarily understood 
clearly what was discussed, and the 
theological subtleties of decisions 
taken. Also they were culturally not 
always at home with the superficially 
more sophisticated Greek speakers.

Many of them were men of 
simple faith, and after the Council 
of Ephesus, numbers – mainly 
of the Western tribes – embraced 
Nestorianism or what they called 
Nestorianism.  

After the Council of Chalcedon 
some of them from the eastern tribes, 
with their followers, often led by 
personal loyalties, drifted into the 
Monophysite [sometimes called 
Jacobite] heresy – attributing one only 
nature to our Lord.

Christian Refugees from 
Persia in 339 ad 

Around 339 ad persecution of 
Christians by Shapur II in Persia 
drove thousands of Christian 
refugees down the Arabian side 
of the Persian Gulf, preaching 
Christianity and establishing 
monasteries. 

One such refugee – ‘Abdisho, 
‘Servant of Jesus’ – built a monastery 
around 390 on the island of Bahrain. 
The first known Nestorian Christian 
Synod was held in 410 ad and 
included delegates from Qatar and 
Bahrain.18

In the fifth century there was an 
extensive community of Christians 
mainly of the Tanukh tribe, in Hirta, 
west of the Euphrates and not far 
from Babylon. 

In the third century, when many 
of them were still Catholics they had 
settled there following the fall of the 
Parthian dynasty in Persia, around 

against the followers of Macedonius 
who denied the divinity of the Holy 
Spirit. The Pope approved the decrees 
of the Council post factum, and 
thereby legitimized it.

In 431 ad – one hundred and 
ninety-one years before the Hijra – 
the Council of Ephesus was attended 
by more than two hundred bishops, 
at least twenty of whom came 
from the Province of Arabia. Pope 
Celestine was represented by two 
bishops – Arcadius and Projectus, 
and a Roman priest, Philip. The 
Council Fathers declared Mary to be 
the Mother of God [Theotokos] and 
condemned the heresy of Nestorius 
the bishop of Constantinople, who 
was excommunicated. 

In 451 ad – one hundred and 
seventy-one years before the Hijra 
– the Council of Chalcedon defined 
the two natures [Divine and human] 
of our Lord, against Eutyches, the 
‘Archimandrite’ – an honorary 
title similar to ‘Monsignor’ in 
the Latin Rite –  of a Monastery 
near Constantinople, who was 
excommunicated. 

This Council was attended by Pope 
St Leo the Great and 150 bishops 
including at least twenty who were 
from the Province of Arabia three 
of whom represented nomadic Arab 
tribes. These latter were: John, Bishop 
of the Saracens, named John of the 
Tāyyāyē; Eustathius, Bishop of the 
Saracens, one of the signatories to the 
letter of the Bishops of Phoenicia to 
Pope St Leo the Great regarding the 
murder of Proterius of Alexandria 
in 457 ad; and John, Bishop of the 
Bedouin Encampments in the desert 

km from the Syrian border. It was 
built in ad 345 – two hundred and 
seventy-seven years before the Hijra. 
Umm al-Jamal – the whole town was 
Christian – had fifteen churches from 
different periods, all now in ruins. 

Of course many churches had 
been built before that, but not all the 
buildings bore a date or could be dated 
easily by other means. 

In the third century Christians were 
very numerous among the Nabataeans 
of Idumaea. Nelson Glueck identified 
three hundred early Christian sites in 
the Negeb region of today’s Israel, 
which was then part of Idumaea.15

A well-known tradition speaks of 
a mass-movement of 30,000 Saracens 
in the Ba‘albek region of modern 
Lebanon who became Christians at 
this time through the activity of a 
priest from Antioch called Nonnus.16

Bishops from Arabia at 
Early Church Councils

In 325 ad – two hundred and 
ninety-seven years before the Hijra 
– the First Council of Nicaea met 
not far from Constantinople. Pope 
Sylvester was represented by his 
Legate, Bishop Hosius of Cordoba in 
Spain. Three hundred and eighteen 
bishops were present of whom five 
were from the Roman Province of 
Arabia as it then was: including 
Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, Palmyra, and 
Arabia proper. 

Among them was one, Bishop 
Pamphilos, of the Bedouin Arabs 
[Tāyyāyē] of Mesopotamia. This 
Council defined the Divinity of 
Christ, the Son of God against Arius, 
and fixed the manner for determining 
the date of Easter which Catholics 
still follow today. It also gave us the 
Nicaean Creed which we recite at 
Mass on Sundays and Solemnities. 

In 381 ad – two hundred and 
forty-one years before the Hijra – the 
first Council of Constantinople met 
in Constantine’s ‘New Rome’.  One 
hundred and fifty bishops attended, 
and at least four of them were from 
Arabia. Neither Pope Damasus I 
nor his Legates attended because of 
friction between the Emperor and 
the Pope. This Council defended 
the decrees of the Council of Nicaea 

Real 
Dialogue

I COME against you, not like so 
many of us, with weapons, 

but with words; not employing 
force, but reason; not out of 
hatred, but out of love. 

— Peter the Venerable [1092-1156] eighth 
Abbot of Cluny, addressing Muslims. Liber 

contra sectam Saracenorum, Migne, PL vol. 
189, pp. 673-674.
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in order to provide spiritual care 
for Arabic and Aramaic speaking 
Chaldaean Catholic refugees from Iraq 
and Syria who have fled to Australia, 
has just appointed His Excellency 
Archbishop Amel Shamon Nona, 
formerly Chaldaean Archbishop of 
Mosul in Iraq, to be Bishop of the 
Chaldaean Eparchy of St Thomas the 
Apostle, in Australia. 

Māwiyya, Queen of the Arab 
federation of Western Tanukh Christian 
tribes would have been proud.

<><><>
For all its length, this too brief 

survey of a Christian presence – 
Catholic [also called Chalcedonian 
or Melkite], Nestorian [also called 
Church of the East] or Monophysite 
[also called Jacobite] – in pre-Islamic 
Arabia has barely skimmed the 
surface. It offers a foretaste of what 
it is hoped will appear in a series of 
articles on pre-Islamic Arabia and 
Islam planned for Annals throughout 
2015.  
Next month: Understanding Islam II: 
Creating the vacuum Islam was to fill.

ad 225 – 397 years before the Hijra. 
This is what is sometimes called 
the Lakhmid dynasty after its tribal 
founder. Numbers of these Eastern 
Tanukhs became Nestorians after the 
Council of Ephesus in 431 ad. 

St Moses, 4th century 
Bishop of the Nomadic 

Arabs

The Eastern Tanukhs had 
connections with the Western Tanukh 
confederation of tribes that ranged 
the deserts and territories from the 
Euphrates to modern-day south-
western Turkey. 

When the sheikh of the Western 
Tanukh federation died around 
371 ad his wife, Māwiyya [Maria] 
assumed leadership of the tribes, 
and bested the armies of the Arian 
Byzantines. She fought them after 
they unleashed a savage persecution 
against the Catholics and especially 
the monks, in Alexandria, in Egypt. 

Māwiyya eventually agreed to 
make peace with Constantinople on 
condition that a certain holy man, 
Moses, who lived in a nearby desert 
– probably Sinai – was consecrated 
bishop for her tribes. Moses refused 
Byzantine demands that he be 
ordained by Arian bishops. They had 
to send him back into the desert to be 
ordained by exiled Catholic bishops 
there. He is honoured as a saint by 
the Catholic Church. His feast day is 
February 7.19

Two Popes join hands 
across the centuries

In 740 ad – a little over 100 years 
after Muḥammad’s death – the Holy 
Father Pope Gregory III [731-741] 
encouraged the Wessex-born monk 
St Willibald to leave his Monastery 
of Monte Cassino near Naples and 
help St Boniface who was his cousin, 
to evangelize the German tribes. To 
inspire the young Anglo-Saxon monk 
Pope Gregory held up St Moses, the 
holy bishop of the nomadic Western 
Saracen tribes, who died in the fourth 
century ad, as an example of zeal and 
courage.20 

In 2014 ad, the Holy Father Pope 
Francis [2013 and still reigning] 

How Islam Survived

THE MIGHTIEST confederation of tribes in the vast steppe region 
between Syria and Mesopotamia [at the time of Mohammed] was the 

Kalb. The large majority of the Kalbites were Christians. They had more 
or less taken over the role of the former buffer state of the Ghassanids. 
They controlled the watering places and oases along the entire desert 
border as far southwards as the Hijaz. This enabled them to control the 
caravan traffic from the south and east, for their own benefit. Relations 
between the Kalbites and Mohammed had begun at an early date, and for 
this reason Islam found ready acceptance with them. Mu‘awiya [the first 
‘Umayyad Caliph at Damascus] too had allied himself with this powerful 
tribe, among other things by marrying a Kalbite woman who gave birth to 
his son and successor, Yazid. 

The Kalbites, however, in traditional Arab fashion, were irreconcilable 
enemies of the tribal group of the Kais who, not so long ago, had dwelled 
in Central Arabia but had gradually marched north. The Kaisites had 
embraced Islam rather late, and their Northern Arab ancestry contrasted 
with the Southern Arab origin vaunted by the Kalbites. In different times 
this contrast would have been sufficient to render the  formation of a 
durable Arab state impossible. 

Thanks to Islam’s postulate of unity, however, the ‘Umayyad empire was 
able to outlive the repeated crises born of tribal enmity, notwithstanding 
the support which several claimants to the throne obtained from the Kais. 
If, however, the central power of the new empire had remained in Medina, 
it would probably have perished – in spite of Mohammed.

— Kramers, Analecta Orientalia, Leiden E.J.Brill, 1956, vol.ii, pp.248-249.
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There is nothing good about war. But sometimes – as in 1914, 1939, 1950, the 1960s 
and today – wars may have to be fought because taking the option of not fighting may 
well sacrifice those we hold dear, even many who are strangers in those distant lands.

ANZAC – 100 YEARS ON
By Michael O’Connor

NY ANNIVERSARY 
of the 1915 Landing 
at Gallipoli of the 
original Australian 
and New Zealand 
Army Corps attracts 
widespread attention 

from millions of Australians and 
New Zealanders. The centenary of 
the Landing this year, as expected, 
turned out to be a major public 
event with politicians and the 
serried hosts of the media vying 
for public attention. Commentators 
galore trotted out their favourite 
ideas and not  a  few errors 
during the nine-day wonder. The 
dwindling number of veterans did 
what they have always done – took 
their part in the formal ceremonies, 
marched with their surviving 
mates and foregathered socially 
afterwards. They can take some 
satisfaction from the ever-growing 
crowds that flock to the ceremonies 
but these are not so important.

This is in stark contrast 
to the situation just 30 or so 
years ago when the anti-war 
intelligentsia of the Vietnam era 
roundly condemned the annual 
commemoration as a glorification 
of war and no more than an excuse 
for unseemly behaviour by veterans 
and their acolytes. In schools, 
the story of ANZAC was given an 
anti-war flavour with depiction of 
the volunteers who went to fight 
as thoughtless tools of British 
imperialism. British politicians and 
commanders were depicted as fools 
and rogues who sacrificed young 
Australians and New Zealanders 
as some sort of offering for their 

failure to prevent war or to win it 
efficiently.

That black armband view 
of ANZAC and of the wars 
fought by Australians has largely 
disappeared as have for the 
most part the veterans of those 
wars. The Australian community 
overwhelmingly revolted against 
it despite the continuing attempts 
by a few historians to peddle their 
myth. It is somewhat sobering to 
reflect that the youngest veteran 
of the Vietnam War, the last to 
capture public attention, will 
this year qualify for the old age 
pension yet public support for the 
commemoration is ever stronger.

Now, at least for the West, 
modern wars are not fought by 
masses of volunteers or conscripts 
but by career professionals. 
These inheritors of the ANZAC 
tradition serving in widespread 
trouble spots will hold their own 
ceremonies while those at home, 
apart from small numbers required 
for ceremonial purposes, will be 
invisible.

For most veterans and their 
present day successors, the 
commemoration of ANZAC 
generates a mix of emotions. 
One certainly is a celebration of 
the comradeship like no other 
enjoyed in war where so many 
depended upon the physical and 
moral support of their fellows. 
Coupled with that is the memory 
of those who did not come home 
or did so crippled in body or 
mind. Only a fool would not hate 
the war that impacted on them 
at the dawn of their manhood. 
While many volunteered from a 
sense of adventure, that would 
not have lasted very long in actual 
combat conditions. The traditional 
wild behaviour out of battle, the 
drinking, gambling and the rest, 
reflects astonishment that they have 
survived the battle because for the 
troops themselves no battle is ever 
a walkover.

What may be surprising is why 
so many young people, men and 
women, volunteered in both world 
wars and continued to do so even 
when the casualty lists lengthened. 
Even amid the horrors, the rate of 
desertion or self-inflicted injury 
was small. The enthusiasm of those 

lest we Forget

Communist 
Complicity

MY GENERATION of 
Communists everywhere 

accepted the Stalinist form of 
leadership. We acquiesced in 
the crimes. That is true not only 
of Soviet Communists, but of 
Communists all over the world. 
We, especially the active and 
leading members of the Party, 
carry a stain on our consciences 
individually and collectively. The 
only way we can erase it is to 
make sure that nothing of the 
sort ever happens again. How 
was all this possible?
— Letter from a gulag deportee who remained 

a Party member, quoted, The Black Book 
of Communism, Stephane Courtois et alii, 

Harvard University Press, 1999, p.12
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volunteers might have diminished 
but was replaced by a dogged 
determination to do the duty they 
had willingly undertaken. Wise 
people attribute a range of motives 
drawn from survivors’ memories or 
from various documentary sources 
including soldiers’ letters home. 
Many of these offer insights but 
they need to be viewed sceptically 
because soldiers in the field will 
conceal their feelings to avoid 
alarming their loved ones.

In September 1939, a mere 
two decades after the carnage 
of World War I, a sombre prime 
minister Robert Menzies committed 
Australia to another war against 
Germany. His commitment was 
severely limited. Our tiny navy 
would go under British command, 
volunteers were called for a 
proposed Empire Air Training 
Scheme and an expeditionary force 
of a mere 20,000 volunteers would 
be raised. This somewhat half-
hearted response from a nation 
just emerging from the Great 
Depression was reflected in an 
equally half-hearted response from 

the Australian people. Yet after the 
period of the so-called Phoney War, 
the violent and successful German 
invasion of France triggered an 
immense wave of volunteers from 
the Australian people, one that 
caught the government unawares 
and generated a fivefold increase in 
the size of the 2nd AIF. It is worth 
reflecting on the reason.

These young Australians, 
mostly men, had grown up in the 
shadow of the World War I and the 
Depression. But they and the young 
women, mostly nurses, recognised 
that Nazi Germany posed a direct 
and desperate threat not so much 
to the notion of King and Empire 
as to the peace and security of their 
world, their homes and loved ones, 
and the way of life that they held 
to be precious. That private but 
real patriotism left the government 
behind so that, as in 1915, too 
many of the troops went to war 
ill-equipped and under-trained.

It is facile to assert that these 
young men volunteered for the 
adventure or even, for those 
unemployed, for a job. Certainly 

the young had been brought up in 
a climate where war – and victory 
– was celebrated. But that clearly 
was not enough; they recognised 
and admitted an obligation to their 
society, to their families and to 
their friends. That was true even of 
the divisive Vietnam War and the 
conscription used to boost the size 
of the Australian Army. Certainly an 
insignificant number of those called 
up resisted and some were even 
gaoled. But the mass of those called 
up not only did their duty but also 
did not fail to agree, as required, to 
serve with their unit in Vietnam.

Today when the Australian 
Defence Force is comprised wholly 
of volunteers with a range of 
overseas operational commitments, 
the only dissidence from the ranks 
occurs from those not selected to 
go to Afghanistan, Iraq or whatever 
hot spot their government decides. 
The sober patriotism of the past is 
alive and healthy, and now includes 
many from distant lands who have 
made their homes here.

There is nothing good about 
war. But sometimes – as in 1914, 
1939, 1950, the 1960s and today 
– wars may have to be fought 
because taking the option of not 
fighting may well sacrifice those 
we hold dear, even many who are 
strangers in those distant lands. 
Their underlying purpose is to 
restore peace to war-torn lands. 
As Pope John Paul II once told a 
gathering of Italian soldiers: “You 
are ministers of peace.” 

So as we commemorate the 
centenary of the Gallipoli Landing, 
it is well to reflect upon the sacrifice 
not only of those killed but those 
who stood up to defend their 
fellow man and came back with 
memories of the horror of war. It is 
less something to celebrate but an 
occasion to pray not so much that 
it will not happen again – because 
being human, it will – but that we 
as a people may be worthy of those 
who showed the way.

miChael o’Connor is a former patrol officer in 
Papua New Guinea. He also served in the Royal 
Australian Navy as an intelligence officer. He writes 
regularly for Annals.

Catholic Statistics

THE NUMBER of Catholics in the world has increased with growth 
registered across all five continents. The figures are taken by the Fides 

news agency from the latest edition of the Church’s Book of Statistics 
updated to 31 December 2012. These show that on that date the 
number of Catholics in the world stood at 1,228,621,000 with an overall 
increase of more than 15,000,000 compared to the previous year. The 
Americas and Africa registered the biggest increases followed by Asia, 
Europe and Oceania. The world percentage of Catholics stood at 17.49 %, 
a decrease of 0.01% compared to the end of 2011.

The total number of priests in the world increased by 895 to 414,313.  
Europe once again registered the largest decrease (-1,375) followed by 
the Americas  (-90) and Oceania (-80). In Africa the number of priests 
grew by 1,076 and in Asia by 1,364. There was an overall decrease in 
the number of women religious worldwide, whose numbers dropped by 
10,677 to 702,529. Once again Africa and Asia showed increases whilst 
Europe and the Americas showed the biggest decrease in the number of 
women religious. The number of lay missionaries in the world is 362,488 
with an overall decrease of 19,234. In the field of education, the Catholic 
Church runs 71,188 kindergartens, 95,246 primary schools and 43,783 
secondary schools. Charity and healthcare centres in the world run by 
the Church are 115,352.

— Source, Vatican Radio, December 31, 2014  
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New Atheists and 
Old Fundamentalists 

by Dwight Longenecker

MY TWEETS must have been re-tweeted to a less than sympathetic 
audience because a reply came floating back that anyone with a 

conscience should leave the ‘corrupt, immoral, crime ridden Catholic 
Church.’

What I find curious in the present wave of anti-Catholicism is that the 
new atheists and the old fundamentalists resort to many of the same 
attacks on the Catholic religion.  Hatred for the Catholic Church comes 
from all quarters, and a feature of this attack — that the Catholic Church 
is “corrupt, immoral and riddled with crime” — is one of the more typical.

What no one stops to consider is that no knowledgeable Catholic 
disputes the fact that there is immorality, crime and corruption in the 
Catholic Church.  We’ve known that from the beginning.  In fact, the Lord 
Christ himself said that the sheep and the goats would be mingled together 
and that the wheat and the weeds would grow in the same field.  Indeed, 
among the holy apostles themselves were those who were less than holy.  
Judas was a traitor who sold his Lord and his soul for a bag of money then 
went out and hanged himself.  Peter was a loud mouthed coward, Thomas 
a timorous doubter, Paul a violent and ignorant man and an accessory to 
murder.  The list could go on.

Of course there is immorality and corruption and crime in the Catholic 
Church.  What did you expect — a tighty whitey sect of grinning do-gooders 
with their hair combed and their shoes shined and their ties tied out 
handing out gospel tracts?  What did you expect — a group of nice old 
ladies who bake cookies and run a soup kitchen?  What did you expect — 
a group of sincere activists who want to bring in a more politically correct 
world for all the people they happen to feel sorry for?  You can certainly 
find groups of do-gooders like that, but they won’t be the Catholic Church.  
They’ll be some sort of frightful sect you wouldn’t want to join if you had a 
chance.

Instead, in the Catholic Church — like any group of human beings — 
you’ll find the good and the bad mixed up together.  You’ll find the agony 
and the ecstasy — the joy and the sorrow — the sinner and the saint, and 
isn’t that what you’d expect to find if you were looking for an authentic 
religion?  Isn’t that what you find when you read the Old Testament?  Isn’t 
that what you find when you read human history?  Isn’t that what you find 
when you study your own family tree?  Isn’t that what you find when you 
look in the mirror?

So I’m not real worried about the Catholic Church being full of crime and 
corruption and a good number of sinners.  It makes me feel at home.

The reason I love the ‘corrupt and crime ridden Catholic Church’ is that 
first of all we admit that it is such, and second, we’re sorry that it is such, 
and third, that we are trying to do something about it.  The Catholic Church 
might be corrupt and crime ridden, but the Catholic Church is also the only 
institution that can do anything about it.  Of course the Catholic Church is 
full of sinners.  Just like a hospital is full of sick people.  The Lord does not 
call the righteous but sinners to repentance, and since that is the case we 
should expect that it is sinners who respond to the call, come in out of the 
cold and ask for the necessary treatments to make things better.

– Father Dwight Longenecker is the parish priest of Our Lady of the Rosary Church in Greenville, 
South Carolina. He studied for the Anglican ministry at Wycliffe Hall, Oxford and served for ten years in 
the Anglican ministry as a curate, a chaplain at Cambridge and a country parson. In 1995 he and his family 
were received into full communion with the Catholic Church.
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‘Then you shall see the radiant; 
your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 

because the abundance of the seas 
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They shall bring gold and frankincense 
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— Isaiah 49, 18, 22. 
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I believe that the discipline of writing intelligible criticism about the 
complexities of art – whether modern or ancient - provides a very 

useful aid in unravelling many of the complexities of modern life itself.

CAREERS, ‘CALLINGS’  
AND INTELLIGIBLE CRITICISM

By Giles Auty

OWARDS THE end 
of his life my late 
and sorely missed 
friend Frank Devine, 
a former editor of 
The Australian, wrote 
some 67 essays for 

the excellent Australian literary 
monthly Quadrant.

Following Frank’s death in 2009 
the publishing arm of that magazine 
republished just over half of these 
entertaining and thoughtful pieces 
in the form of a book appropriately 
named Older & Wiser.

Unfortunately for us all 
the reality of growing older – 
unlike various forms of self-
induced misfortune – remains 
non-negotiable, in spite of the 
strenuous efforts some of us make 
to keep physical decrepitude at bay.

Unlike my former colleague 
Frank I did not begin my 
professional life as a journalist but 
first endeavoured instead – after a 
number of false starts – to forge a 
career as a professional artist.

During a period of two decades 
– roughly from 1960 to 1980 – 
I spent well over half of my time 
living in West Cornwall at the 
extreme South Westerly tip of 
Britain in days when that small 
area of ancient land with its 
glorious surrounding seas probably 
contained more truly excellent 
painters, potters, sculptors, poets 
and other writers, who together 
comprised the local, so-called 
artists’ colony, than we will 

probably ever see grouped together 
anywhere again.

I was very lucky indeed, in short, 
to have lived a significant part of my 
early life among people to whom 
the creative arts and crafts were 
absolutely fundamental to their daily 
existence.

Jealousies and fallings-out did 
certainly occur yet mutual belief 
in the vital human importance of 
maintaining a vibrant culture never 
seemed in serious doubt for a 
moment.

At the end of days of 
concentrated painting I usually 

turned my attention instead to a 
desk and typewriter which were 
handily situated close to my studio’s 
large main window. Much as I loved 
painting I experienced an increasing 
urge at about that time also to 
write about the subject of art not 
least because I felt that so many 
others were making rather a poor 
job of explaining art’s perennial 
issues to their reading public. In 
the meantime, both my painting 
and writing were probably aided by 
looking out from the studio window 
onto Mount’s Bay, one of the more 
beautiful marine vistas in the world.

My parallel life as a writer and 
future journalist thus properly began 
not in the fashionable hurly-burly of 
a newspaper office but in a state of 
almost total isolation and of a silence 
broken only by the occasional cries 
of passing gulls.

In the eyes of many journalists, 
I suspect, what I have just written 
may well disqualify me permanently 
from being considered as any kind 
of ‘proper’ writer at all.

Although I exhibited my paintings 
regularly at a private art gallery in 
London the usual consequence even 
of a successful show – at the prices I 
was then able to command – seldom 
achieved anything more than a 
temporary paying-off of my habitual 
overdraft.

The beginning of the 1980s 
therefore found me very glad indeed 
to accept a teaching post at an art 
school near London – the start of a 
four year stint which unfortunately 

shoemakers and their lasts

St Thomas 
Aquinas

his ChallenGe

Behold our refutation of 
the error. It is not based 

on documents of faith, but on 
the reasons and statements of 
the philosophers themselves. 
If then anyone there be who, 
boastfully taking pride in his 
supposed wisdom, wishes to 
challenge what we have written, 
let him not do it in some corner 
nor before children who are 
powerless to decide on such 
difficult matters. Let him reply 
openly if he dare. … We shall do 
battle with his errors or bring a 
cure to his ignorance.

— St Thomas Aquinas, in G.K.Chesterton , 
St Thomas Aquinas – the Dumb Ox, Sheed & 

Ward Inc, New York, 1933, p.55.
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ended with a final phasing out there 
of the Fine Arts course.

What on earth to do next?
One evening just before the final 

ending of the course I was unusually 
late in arriving at the local railway 
station to catch my train home.

As a result I had to sprint to 
catch the train and thus had no 
time to buy my usual evening paper. 
However fellow commuters often 
discarded their copies of that paper, 
simply leaving them behind them on 
the train.

Having just managed to board the 
very last carriage as the train began 
moving, I then walked the entire 
length of the train before finally 
finding a paper.

The copy that I found of that 
particular afternoon’s Evening 
Standard was folded so strangely 
that a tiny article on an inner page 
– which I would otherwise almost 
certainly have missed – was brought 
unavoidably to my attention.

The headline simply read ART 
CRITIC RESIGNS.

Reading on from there I learned 
that the resignation had happened 
at the respected British magazine 
The Spectator where their well-
known critic had resigned as a sign 
of his disapproval at the sacking of 
the journal’s then editor Alexander 
Chancellor.

Some years earlier the book 
about art I had written ‘after hours’ 
in my painting studio had been 
reviewed very favourably in The 
Spectator.

At least partly as a result of that 
happy if unlikely chance I shortly 
found myself appointed – after 
a brief period of trial – as that 
paper’s replacement art critic. Thus 
began the very happy journalistic 
career into which I stumbled almost 
entirely by accident.

In the latter part of his 
professional life my late father 
helped revise major international 
dictionaries – including the 
Complete Oxford English Dictionary 
– for a living while my sole sibling 
worked, by contrast, as a researcher 
for some years for one of the world’s 
better-known encyclopaedias.

Such dry-seeming academic 
exercises never held great appeal 
for me. Indeed in marked contrast 
to my better-organised father and 
sister I arrived at my own latter 
choice of career apparently by 
chance.

While most intelligent people 
have a sound grasp of the meaning 
of the word vocation in relation 
to members of religious orders 
how many people recall today that 
such lay professions as medicine 
and nursing were once also widely 
considered to be ‘callings’?

What then precisely is a ‘calling’ 
and what is simply a career?

In our increasingly irreligious 
times it may also be cogent to ask 
who precisely is doing the ‘calling’?

Indeed how many people in the 
general community will even bother 
their heads with such a curious-
seeming question today?

In my eleven very happy years 
with The Spectator I visited roughly 
500 exhibitions a year, spread over a 
variety of countries, and wrote more 
or less exactly the latter number of 
articles for the magazine itself.

But could art criticism ever be 
described as a vocation?

In my case, at least, destiny – 
whatever we may agree destiny to be 
– once certainly seemed to lend me 
rather an obvious helping hand.

When I came to Australia twenty 
years ago I continued to write 
criticism for a further seven years 
and since then have been very 
lucky in the encouragement I have 
received to write regularly about 
other unconnected subjects.

However unobvious this may 
seem I believe the discipline of 
writing intelligible criticism about 
the complexities of art – whether 
modern or ancient – provides a very 
useful aid in unravelling many of the 
complexities of modern life itself.

Possibly the first thing all writers 
need to learn is that before one 
can explain any complex matter 
to anyone else it is first necessary 
to explain it very clearly indeed to 
oneself.

However, when I began writing 
criticism forty years ago most 
practitioners preferred instead to 
write prose of such impenetrable 
density as to defy even the most 
earnest attempts at understanding.

What possible purposes could 
such writing serve?

When I started out on my own 
tardy and largely unplanned critical 
career I resolved that I would not 
write even a single sentence whose 
meaning was unclear.

Over the years I seem to have 
written roughly a million words of 
published criticism – quite apart 
from other unrelated writings – and 
throw out a challenge to readers 
to find a sentence that defies 
understanding – unless a misprint 
has slipped in, of course,

During the coming year, following 
the example of the late Frank 
Devine, I hope to publish at least 
some of my collected essays in 
book form covering a wide range 
of subjects. If I am successful in 
this aim this should give potential 
readers the time and leisure to 
accept my challenge.

However, while making sense 
is one thing, the question of the 
opinion expressed is clearly another 
thing entirely.

Love your 
enemies

ROUSSEAU SAID: ‘It is 
impossible live at peace 

with people you consider to be 
damned’. We do not believe 
and we cannot believe in the 
damnation of any man while he 
still lives. No matter how great 
was his sin, the mercy of God, 
and the merits of the Blood 
of Jesus Christ are greater. We 
are far from thinking what the 
philosopher of Geneva [Calvin] 
claimed to be true: ‘that to love 
such people would be to hate 
God’. 

— l’Abbé Jacques Balmes, Le Protestantisme 
compare au Catholicisme dans ses rapports 

avec la Civilization Européenne, Paris, 
Debécourt, Libraire-Editeur, 1842,  p.175-176. 

Translated: Paul Stenhouse, msc.
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Today I am regularly astonished 
by the number of persons and 
authorities who express opinions 
which seem to bear no relationship 
whatsoever to their areas of 
supposed expertise.

Indeed, in the past few days I 
have learned that the ANZ Bank 
‘proudly’ co-sponsored Sydney’s 
recent Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras 
– surely an expression of strong 
support – and that Blue Mountains 
City Council – to whom I pay my 
rates – currently supports Gay 
Marriage on the apparent grounds of 
its superior ‘fairness’. Are not certain 
people exceeding their agreed areas 
of responsibility in doing such 
things?

Is it purely a matter of 
coincidence also that such areas of 
vehement opinion are almost always 
hostile to traditional Christian 
teaching?

I was also mildly surprised 
to read an art review in a major 
Australian paper recently which 
began with what seemed to be a 
sentiment of profound religious 
scepticism: “The religious life of 
most people is a composite of 
interlaid and interwoven traditions, 
sometimes quite disparate in 
origin; this is true notwithstanding 
the common tendency of humans 
to persuade themselves that 
their own particular system is a 
special, superior and definitive 
dispensation expressly granted 
them by supernatural mandate long 
ago, far away and in circumstances 
conveniently free of witnesses”.

Would it be impolite to wonder 
which other major bank may shortly 
be the first ‘proudly’ to sponsor 
euthanasia?

In the meantime may I express 
a profound hope that my excellent 
dry cleaners will not be sponsoring 
anything soon other than the superb 
service they already provide for my 
clothes?

Giles auty was born in the UK and trained privately 
as a painter. He worked professionally as an artist for 
20 years. Publication of his The Art of Self Deception 
swung his career towards criticism. He was art critic 
for The Spectator from 1984 to 1995. He continues 
to devote himself to his original love – painting. He 
is a regular contributor to Annals.

The subject is not a dull one; there is no  
such thing in the world as a dull subject.

A DEFENCE OF BORES

THE UNIVERSAL, or approximately universal, opinion in these days is 
that the unpardonable sin is to be a bore. This is a profound error. If 

this awful phraseology is to be used at all, it may safely be said that the 
unpardon able sin is being bored. Ennui is, indeed, the great sin, the sin 
by which the whole universe tends continually to be undervalued and to 
vanish from the imagination. But it is a quality of the person who feels, 
not of the person who produces it. 

There is just the same difference between knowing that we are bored 
and knowing that another man is a bore that there is between knowing 
that we are mur dered and knowing that another man is a murderer. 

If we are suddenly shot through the body in the middle of Fleet Street 
we have logical grounds for stating that, taking the common use of 
words as our basis of reasoning, we are, essentially speaking, murdered. 
But whether the man who shot us can, as a whole, be described as a 
murderer is a very much more subtle question, and takes us at once into 
the entanglements of legal controversy which stretch back to Magna 
Charta and the code of Justinian. He may not be, personally, a murderous 
person at all. He may have shot us in supposed self-defence, mistaking 
for a savage gesture of attack the graceful movement with which we 
summoned a hansom cab. He may have shot us in a fit of abstraction, 
misled by our physical resemblance to a round target at Aldershot. 

The condition of ourselves, when shot, is a clear matter; the condition 
of the man who shot us is a particularly doubtful matter, and may be 
anything between devilry and childishness. Death, in short, is a positive 
and defined condition, but it belongs entirely to the dead person. In the 
same way boredom, which is the next condition to death, being a decay 
of the vitality, is a positive and defined condition, but it is only positive 
and defined as regards the person bored. 

The person who produces the effect may be generally a bore or 
he may be the very reverse. He may have been explaining something 
full of wild interest or of ravishing humour. Dickens would be a bore 
in satirically hitting off the Circumlocution Office if he were satirically 
hitting it off to a Soudanese Arab. Mr. Gus Elen (that great philosopher) 
would be a bore if he were imitating every tone and gesture of the South 
London navvy to a hermit from Tibet. Precisely in the same manner there 
may be much real interest in the man who has just been unfolding the 
romance of sewing-machines or the matchless poetry of cattle food 
to our rude barbaric ears. We may have presented merely the stupid 
composure of the savage in the presence of the really passionate drama 
of the law suit which his aunt by marriage had with the trustees under his 
great-grandfather’s will. 

The blame, if there be blame, is with us for being bored. The subject 
is not a dull one; there is no such thing in the world as a dull subject. The 
mere fact that he, our interlocutor, a person to all mortal appearance 
very much stupider than we are, has found out the secret and captured 
the charm of that subject is sufficient demonstration that it is not 
eternally or necessarily a dull subject.

— G.K.Chesterton, Lunacy and Letters, Sheed and Ward, London, 1958, pp.56-58.
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PRAYING THE  
OUR FATHER

WE NEED words to help us recollect ourselves and see what we 
are asking for; not to make us suppose that the Lord must be 

given information or swayed by words.
So when we say, `Hallowed be thy name,’ we are counselling 

ourselves to desire that his name, which is always holy, may he 
held holy also among men; that is, that it may not be treated with 
contempt: and this for the benefit not of God but of men.

When we say, `Thy kingdom come,’ which will certainly come 
whether we wish it or not, we arouse our desire for that kingdom, 
that it may come for us, and that we may be worthy to reign therein.

When we say, ‘Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven,’ we are 
asking him for obedience for ourselves, that his will may be done in 
us as it is done in heaven by his angels.

When we say, `Give us this day our daily bread,’ we mean by 
‘today’ this present time. We are asking either for sufficiency, by 
expressing its principal part, signifying the whole by the name 
`bread’; or for the sacrament of believers [the blessed Eucharist], 
which is necessary at the present time in order to obtain the 
happiness not of this present time but of eternity.

When we say, `Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us,’ we are advising ourselves both as to what we 
should ask for, and what we should do to be worthy to receive it.

When we say, `Lead us not into temptation,’ we counsel ourselves 
to make this petition lest we be abandoned by his help, and either 
be deceived into consenting to some temptation or be so downcast 
as to give in to it.

When we say, `Deliver us from evil,’ we bring ourselves to reflect 
that we are not yet in that happy state where we shall suffer no 
evil. This last petition in the Lord’s prayer has such a wide scope 
that a Christian may in any trouble express the pain caused by it, 
pour forth his tears, begin from it, linger over it, and end his prayer 
at this point.

It is necessary by these words to impress the realities themselves 
on our memory. For whatever other words we may say – whether 
the devotion of the one praying precedes and forms the words 
to express itself, or accompanies  the words and grows from them 
– we are praying in the right way, we say nothing that has not 
already a place in the Lord’s prayer. 

But whoever says anything that cannot be related to this prayer 
of the gospel, even though he is not praying unlawfully, he is praying 
in a fleshly, unspiritual manner: and I do not know how that should 
not be called unlawful, since people reborn of the Spirit ought not 
to pray otherwise than spiritually.

— A reading from the letter of St Augustine [354-430 ad ] to Anicia Faltonia Proba [died 
432] On The Lord’s prayer.
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Book review

Time has revealed the truth that all attempts to construct, concoct, or (allegedly) 
restore a nonpapal, patristic, or primitive ‘Catholicism’ are vain. We see them collapsing 

into modernism and bowing down in adoration before the Spirit of the Age.

NEITHER OLD NOR CATHOLIC
By  William J. Tighe  

LD CATHOLICISM 
is a phenomenon to 
which the English-
speaking religious 
world is largely 
oblivious. So far as 
the name evokes a 

glimmer of recognition in North 
America, we are likely to think of 
those tiny ‘churches’ with more 
clergy than laity and more bishops 
than priests, often functioning as 
factories for the production of ‘holy 
orders.’ A number of these bodies 
have been run by persons with 
unsavoury reputations, and glancing 
through editions of the Yearbook of 
American and Canadian Churches 
from the past twenty years, we 
see various ‘Old Catholic’ entities 
appear and vanish from its pages 
like mayflies. 

Then there is the Liberal 
Catholic Church, which boasts of 
its lack of credal demands upon 
its members and which combines 
Catholic-style ritual practice with 
a theosophical doctrine traceable 
to the rags and tags of Hindu 
thought mediated to the West by 
the medium Madame Blavatsky, 
the protofeminist eugenicist birth-
controller Annie Besant, and 
Charles Webster Leadbeater, a 
Church of England clergyman who 
was defrocked for pederasty and 
died in 1934. 

Readers wishing to acquaint 
themselves further with this 
ecclesiastical demimonde are 
advised to consult that now rare 
curiosity of a book, Peter Anson’s 
Bishops-at-Large, an instructive and 

entertaining atlas of this obscure 
world that includes photographs of 
‘His Whiteness, Tugdual I, Patriarch 
of Brittany’ and of the coronation of 
a ‘Byzantine Emperor’ in the 1960s. 

There is, however, a genuine 
Old Catholicism, to which these 
numerous bodies stand as might 
the illegitimate offspring of a 
profligate monarch to the legitimate 
royal line: They share the blood, 

but not legal membership in the 
family, and their existence is a 
continual source of embarrassment 
to the royal house (although, as 
we shall see, the ‘royal house’ itself 
has in recent years adopted more 
relaxed standards of decorum). 
Genuine Old Catholicism 
originated in the 18th century in 
a schism within the technically 
illegal but unofficially tolerated 
Catholic Church in the officially 
Calvinist Netherlands. A dispute 
between Rome and the dominant 
faction of the Dutch Catholic 
clergy, which had been going on 
since 1702 and which involved 
repeated papal condemnations of 
Jansenism, climaxed in 1724 with 
the consecration (by a French 
Catholic missionary bishop who 
had been suspended from his 
office and summoned to Rome to 
answer charges of Jansenism) of an 
archbishop for the See of Utrecht, 
in defiance of Rome.  

By the middle of the 18th 
century there had emerged a 
schismatic church consisting of 
the Archbishop of Utrecht and 
two suffragan bishops (Haarlem 
and Deventer), which professed 
to hold the Latin Catholic faith in 
its fullness, but which chose and 
consecrated its own bishops in spite 
of reiterated papal prohibitions 
and in defiance of subsequent 
papal excommunications of all 
participants in these consecrations. 
And so matters stood until 
1853, when Rome set up a new 
Catholic diocesan structure for 
the Netherlands, ignoring the 

The Old Catholic Phenomenon.  By 
Alan M. Cole. Avon Books, 1 Dovedale 

Studios, 465 Battersea Park Rd., 
London SW11 4LR, England. 231 

pages. £26
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My Family Name is ‘Catholic’

MY FIRST NAME is ‘Christian’ my family name is ‘Catholic’. The first 
name, ‘Christian,’ identifies me; the second, ‘Catholic,’ proclaims me. 

My identity is proved by the first; my significance by the second. And if I 
must explain the meaning of the word ‘Catholic’ by translating the Greek 
word into Latin: ‘Catholic’ is where there is Unity; or, as the more learned 
think, where there is Obedience to all the commands of God. Hence the 
Apostle [Paul] says: ‘I wrote to see … if in all things you were obedient’. [2 
Cor ii, 9]. And again, ‘As by the disobedience of one man many were made 
sinners; so the obedience of one man made many just.’ [Romans v, 19]. 
Whoever is Catholic, obeys Jesus, the Just One; and whoever obeys Jesus 
is Christian; so every Catholic is a Christian. … In all things, one Church; 
and over all things, one Church.

Christianus mihi nomen est, Catholicus vero cognomen. Illud me 
nuncupat; istud ostendit : hoc probor, inde significor. Et si reddenda 
postremo Catholici  vocabuli ra tio est, et exprimenda de graeca 
interpretatione Romana : Catholicus, ubi unum, vel, ut doctiores 
putant, obedientia omnium nuncupatur, mandatorum scilicet Dei. 
Unde Apostolus : Si in omnibus obedientes estis (11 Cor. íi 9). Et iterum 
: Sicut enim per inobedientiam unius peccatores constituti sunt multi: sic 
per dictam  obedientiam unius, justi constituentur multi (Rom.v.19).  Ergo 
qui Catholicus, idem justi obediens. Qui obediens, idem est Christianus : 
ita Catholicus, Christianus est. … Ergo, in omnibus, una [ecclesia]; et una 
[ecclesia] super omnia.

— Saint Pacianus, bishop of Barcelona [370-392 AD] First Letter to Sympronianus Novatianus,  De 
Catholico nomine, Migne, Patrologia Latina, Tome xiii,1054ff. Translated by Paul Stenhouse

existence of these ‘Old Catholic’ 
bishops (as they called themselves), 
whose adherents had dwindled to 
a tiny remnant compared to those 
attached to the ‘papal church.’ 

In 1854 Pope Pius IX’s definition 
of the dogma of the Immaculate 
Conception was repudiated by 
the three Old Catholic bishops. In 
1870 the definition of the dogma 
of papal infallibility was also 
repudiated by the Old Catholic 
bishops, as well as by ‘liberal 
Catholic’ clergy and laity, notably 
seminary professors and upper-
middle-class nationalistic Catholics 
in Germany and Switzerland, where 
the civil authorities did all they 
could to foster the schism in order 
to diminish the influence of the 
Catholic Church in their countries. 

In the mid-1870s the Dutch Old 
Catholics provided consecration 
for the bishops of these new 
churches, some of which from the 
beginning displayed an interest 
in the Church of England and 
Anglicanism in general that 
was reciprocated vigorously by 
English high churchmen who 
wished to find support for their 
generally ill-received notions 
concerning the ‘essentially Catholic’ 
nature of Anglicanism. In 1889 
representatives of these Old 
Catholic churches met at Utrecht 
and organized themselves into the 
Union of Utrecht, membership 
in which remains to this day the 
criterion of Old Catholic legitimacy.  

Other Old Catholic churches 
were organized in Austria (which 
became popularly known as the 
‘divorce church’ for its willingness 
to ‘bless’ the marriage of just about 
anybody) and in the United States. 
In America this took the form of 
the Polish National Catholic Church 
(PNCC), which arose in Scranton, 
Pennsylvania, as a result of a 
prolonged and unpleasant ethnic 
dispute between Polish Catholic 
laity and the predominantly Irish 
clergy of the Scranton diocese in 
the 1890s. The PNCC, apart from 
an occasional inclination toward 
universalism (this is disputed), 
maintained a general orthodoxy of 

belief. In 1931 the Bonn Agreement 
marked the mutual recognition as 
‘Catholic churches’ of the Church 
of England and the churches of 
the Utrecht Union, and within the 
next two decades intercommunion 
had been established between 
Anglicans and Old Catholics (in the 
U.S. the Episcopal Church and the 
PNCC ratified this agreement for 
themselves in 1946). 

This is essentially the 
background to the book under 
review. While Cole does discuss 
much of this in cursory fashion, 
and not without traces of the 
old antipapal animus common in 
Old Catholic and certain Anglo-
Catholic circles, the book’s primary 
focus is on Anglican/Old Catholic 
relations and on developments 
within the Union of Utrecht over 
the past quarter-century, although, 
in addition to this, the book does 
expose the eager collaboration 
with the Nazi regime practiced by 
the leading figures of the German 
Old Catholic Church, over which 
C.B. Moss, hitherto the premier 

English historian of these bodies, 
had drawn a discreet veil when he 
came to publish The Old Catholic 
Movement in 1948. 

And here a hint, if not of 
intellectual schizophrenia, then 
certainly of double-mindedness, 
enters Cole’s account. On the 
one hand, the Bonn Agreement is 
portrayed as a triumph of ‘Catholic 
ecumenism’; on the other hand, 
it is shown to have contributed 
to wrecking ecumenical progress 
between the Old Catholic and the 
Orthodox churches and to the 
transformation of the German, 
Austrian, Dutch, and Swiss Old 
Catholic bodies into pallid 
Continental versions of the liberal 
‘affirming Catholic’ movement 
in Anglicanism, complete with 
priestesses and an ‘anything goes’ 
attitude toward morality and 
doctrine. In other words, the Bonn 
Agreement undermined both the 
antiquity and the ‘Catholicism’ meant 
to be secured by the Utrecht Union. 

But the blame for these 
developments should not be 
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of women in 1976, the Prime Bishop 
of the Polish National Catholic 
Church immediately terminated the 
1946 intercommunion agreement 
between the two bodies, a decision 
endorsed by the PNCC General 
Synod two years later. The IOCBC, 
however, decided to maintain 
intercommunion on a limited basis 
with those Anglican churches that 
ordained women to the priesthood. 

By then, however, the solidity of 
the Union of Utrecht was already 
beginning to crack as the push 
for women deacons got underway 
despite the clear 1976 IOCBC 
statement. The Swiss began such 
ordinations in 1987, the Germans 
in 1988, and the Austrians in 1991 
(the Dutch held back until 1997). 
At the same time, authority in the 
European Old Catholic churches 
was passing into the hands of the 
‘revolutionary’ former Latin Catholic 
priests, as individuals from among 
them were chosen as bishops in 
Germany and Austria (1994) and 
then the Netherlands (1995). 

In May 1996 a new German 
bishop ‘priested’ two women (both 
of them former Latin Catholics, 
of course), and in July 1997 the 
IOCBC threw in the towel and, over 
the strong objections of the PNCC, 
voted to allow individual member 
churches of the Union of Utrecht 
to do as they wished regarding 
the ordination of women. And in 
September 1997 the Austrian Old 
Catholic Church, perhaps desiring 
to augment its tired ‘divorce 
church’ nickname with something 
else, endorsed the blessing of 
homosexual ‘marriages’ as well as 
the ordination of women. 

Cole’s book does not carry the 
story so far, as it ends around 
1992 (even though the book was 
published in late 1997). Even by 
that time he was willing to prophesy 
a split in the Union of Utrecht as the 
PNCC upheld the orthodox view 
on these controversial issues, while 
the European churches practised the 
philosophy of ‘go with the flow.’ 

He surmised that the PNCC 
would seek accommodation and 
eventual reunion with either Rome 

Zeitgeist that somehow never made 
it into the Council documents — 
and have seen Rome as increasingly 
betraying ‘the spirit’ of Vatican II, 
and who have sought greener 
pastures. 

And their new pastures have 
been good grazing for the 
revolutionaries. Initially, while 
the ‘old guard’ still dominated 
the Old Catholic episcopate, 
the advent of priestesses in the 
Anglican Communion was met 
with resistance. In 1976 the 
International Old Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference (IOCBC) declared 
that no individual ‘Catholic 
church’ possessed the authority to 
permit the ordination of women 
to the episcopate, priesthood, or 
diaconate, although it left open 
the possibility that an ‘ecumenical 
council’ of the whole ‘Catholic 
church’ Catholics, Orthodox, 
Anglicans, and Old Catholics) might 
do so. 

When the Episcopal Church 
officially authorized the ordination 

primarily assigned to Anglican 
influence upon the Union of 
Utrecht churches. These churches 
have always drawn a high 
proportion of their clergy from the 
Latin Catholic Church — indeed, 
from the Latin Catholic priesthood. 
In 1989 I was told that of the 125 
or so active clergy in the German 
Old Catholic Church 80 percent 
were former Latin Catholics. Up 
to the late 1960s, such priests 
generally switched churches as 
a prelude to or result of getting 
married, and the change did not 
necessarily betoken a reorientation 
of their basic Catholic beliefs. But 
since the late 1960s a new species 
of clerical converts has made its way 
into these Old Catholic bodies, and 
after thirty years they have begun 
to take control of their unwitting 
hosts. These we might describe 
as ex-Catholics who have been 
prey to unfounded notions about 
a ‘continuing revolution’ initiated 
by the Second Vatican Council — a 
marriage of the Holy Ghost and the 

What our Ancestors  
died without Knowing

NOW THE teaching of the Church of England has been, on the whole, 
simple heresy on all that concerns the life of the individual, ever since 

it split off from S. Peter’s successor. Its Episcopate has shown itself as 
being no longer under the shelter of our Lord’s prayer; as though it were 
no longer part of the ‘brethren,’ or Episcopal brotherhood, strengthened 
by Peter. It has, in its pulpits, taught heresy on and off for centuries on the 
subject of Holy Baptism, Absolution, the Blessed Sacrament, Holy Orders 
; whilst the whole Episcopate in communion with the See of S. Peter has 
during those same centuries, throughout the whole world, taught one 
doctrine and that, according to High Anglicans of the present time, the 
true one – concerning Baptism, the Eucharistic Sacrifice, the Gift in Holy 
Communion, and the general value of Orders. A perfectly supernatural 
steadiness has marked her path ; whilst the Church of England has been 
unsteady, to say the least, on these momentous subjects, even if it has not 
been steadily wrong ; so that for centuries not merely the Pope, but the 
idea of the Priest, as one commissioned to forgive sin and offer sacrifice, 
has been the horror of England, and her children, our ancestors (peace to 
their souls!), have gone to their graves without a suspicion as to the truth 
of these fundamental doctrines denying them outright in good faith as no 
part of the ever-lasting Gospel. What a shocking state of things! And yet 
it is clear enough, from our Lord’s words to S. Peter, that such might be 
expected to be the case where a religious community exists apart from the 
strengthening influence of the See of S. Peter.

— Luke Rivington, A Plain Reason for Joining the Church of Rome, London, 1890, pp. 8,9.
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years in Europe, these blemishes in 
his work are inexplicable as well as 
objectionable; moreover, the book 
appears to suppose a pre-existing 
acquaintance with its subject. 
Those desiring to acquire a basic 
knowledge of the origins and history 
of Old Catholicism would be better 
advised to read The Old Catholic 
Movement by C.B. Moss (and to 
ignore Moss’s repeatedly expressed 
animus against the papacy). 

As for The Old Catholic 
Phenomenon, the impulse to 
judge it harshly for its errors and 
contradictions is mitigated by the 
realization that it is a labour of 
love by a traditional Anglo-Catholic 
who is fully aware of the sickness 
unto death of post-Tractarian 
Anglo-Catholicism and of the same 
infection at work in European Old 
Catholicism. 

The lesson of the story can be 
summed up by the Latin adage 
Veritas temporis filia, Truth is 
the daughter of time. Time has 
revealed the truth that all attempts 
to construct, concoct, or (allegedly) 
restore a nonpapal, patristic, or 
primitive ‘Catholicism’ are vain. We 
see them collapsing into modernism 
and bowing down in adoration 
before the Spirit of the Age. This 
applies both to Anglicanism — most 
notably in the shape of its so-called 
‘affirming Catholicism’ movement, of 
which Frank Griswold, the Episcopal 
Church’s new Presiding Bishop, is a 
proponent — and Old Catholicism, 
but not to Orthodoxy, whose 
relations with Catholicism need to be 
regarded on a wholly different basis. 

The ‘end of an auld song’ (as 
a Scottish nobleman called the 
Act of Union between England 
and Scotland in 1707) is always 
a melancholy occasion, even to 
auditors who have doubts about the 
veracity of the lyrics, and certainly 
much more so to those who have 
had their souls shaped by the music.

william j. tiGhe is Associate Professor of History 
at Muhlenberg College in Pennsylvania. Reprinted 
with permission from the New Oxford Review.  
ht tp ://www.newoxfordreview.org/reviews .
jsp?did=0998-tighe 

or Orthodoxy. Certainly, as the 
European member churches of 
the Union of Utrecht have moved 
further from Catholic orthodoxy 
— as they have become more 
Anglican, in other words — the 
PNCC and the Latin Catholic 
Church have managed to allay past 
hostilities and achieve a remarkable 
degree of theological agreement, so 
much so that the PNCC is the only 
church other than certain ancient 
Eastern ones whose members are 
in certain circumstances allowed to 
avail themselves of the sacramental 
ministrations of Catholic clergy 
without first having to establish the 
orthodoxy of their belief. It may 
be that a genuine healing of this 
century-old schism is in prospect. 

Fascinating though the story that 
it recounts is, The Old Catholic 
Phenomenon is not a book to buy 
lightly, especially as an introduction 
to Old Catholicism. Costing the 
equivalent of about $43, to which 
$5 should probably be added for 
postage, it is not cheap; and what is 
worse, it is riddled with elementary 
historical errors that give rise to the 
suspicion that it cannot have been 
adequately proofread. On a single 
page (p. 22) we have 1865 given 
as the date of the promulgation of 
the dogma of papal infallibility (it 
happened in 1870) and we read 
that the proclamation of the dogma 
of the Immaculate Conception 
in 1854 was by the First Vatican 
Council (though that Council did 
not convene until 1869). 

There are other errors 
less obvious (save to persons 
knowledgeable in the history of Old 
Catholicism), and there are strange 
contradictions. For example, we are 
told, correctly, on page 105 that the 
Old Catholics formally recognized 
the validity of Anglican Orders in 
1925, but on page 60 there is the 
erroneous statement that by 1908 
Dutch Old Catholic and English 
Anglican bishops ‘had collaborated 
in each others’ consecrations’ for the 
previous twenty years. 

Since the author is an Australian 
Anglican clergyman who forged close 
links with Old Catholics during his 
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HOW CAN WE EVER REPAY 
THE LOVE OF JESUS?

BRETHREN, we must always remember that Jesus Christ is 
God, the judge of the living and the dead, and we must not 

underestimate the significance of our salvation, because this would 
be to circumscribe our hope of glory. It is a sin to regard the message 
of salvation as trivial and we too share this guilt whenever we do not 
realize whence we were called and who called us and to what place he 
called us and what patience and endurance Jesus Christ showed in 
saving us.

What recompense then can we make to him or what worthy return 
for all he has given us? What debt of service do we not owe him ? 
He gave us the true light, he addressed us as sons, he saved us from 
death. How can we adequately praise him or make any adequate 
response to his generosity? We were like mentally-handicapped 
people as we worshipped sticks and stones, gold and silver and 
bronze, the work of men’s hands, and our whole life was one long 
death. But he rescued us from the darkness and blindness which 
enveloped us and thanks to him we recovered our sight. For he pitied 
us as he watched us stumbling to our death with no hope of safety 
other than himself and he led us back to the right path of salvation. 
He called us when we were nothing and from nothing made us what 
we are.

‘Rejoice, 0 barren one who do not bear; break forth and shout, 
you who are not in travail; for the deserted wife has more children 
than she who has a husband.’ When Isaiah says, ‘Rejoice, 0 barren 
one who do not bear,’ he is referring to us, the Church, because the 
Church was barren until God gave her children. When he says, ‘shout, 
you who are not in travail,’ he tells us not to grow weary like women 
in labour but to pray to God with all our heart. When he says, ‘for 
the deserted wife has more children than she who has a husband,’ 
he reminds us that our people once seemed deserted by God but 
now they have come to believe and they outnumber the nations 
who thought they had God on their side.

Another sentence from scripture says, ‘I did not come to call the 
virtuous but sinners,’ that is, it is his task to save those about to 
perish. It is a marvellous thing for anyone to support not those who 
are on their feet but those already falling to their destruction. Christ 
did this when he showed himself ready to save those on the point of 
perishing, and did in fact save many when he came and called us back 
from death.

the name oF the author of this excerpt [i,1-ii,7] from the homily usually referred to as 
Second Clement to the Corinthians,  has been lost to us. Traditionally it has always been 
linked with the famous Letter of Pope Clement of Rome written around ad 96 to resolve 
dissensions that had broken out among the Christians of Corinth, and calling for the rein-
statement of some priests. There are good reasons for thinking that this homily was written 
by one such priest, and that it was written before ad 96 and thus antedates the letter 
of Pope Clement with which it is always associated. From The Roman Breviary, Second 
Reading at Matins for Saturday in Week 32 of the Year. 
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MEDIA MATTERS
By james murray

Vintage Coleman 

The process of making champagne involves 
topping up the bottle to compensate for 
evaporation loss.  In effect Peter Coleman has 
done this with his new version of Memoirs of a 
Slow Learner (Connor Court $29.95).

The result is an exhilarating premier krug 
(oops cru, but please no dissertations from 
omniscient vignerons working other terroir).  

Coleman’s early ambition was to be a 
novelist.  To this end he made plentiful notes 
and speaks of an early novel with disgust 
bordering on total contempt. 

Journalism he fell into by way of the 
Sydney University Dramatic Society, cue for 
a description of his own ineptitude as an 
actor and the recollection of a natural, Gough 
Whitlam, distinguishing himself in revue 
mimicry as Noel Coward on his wartime, 
moral-boosting tour of Australia. 

Coleman’s account of his being kitted 
out and instructed before his journey with 
his wife Verna from Sixties London to 
Khartoum, for a stint as school teacher, is 
matter of fact but has the novelistic f lair 
of Evelyn Waugh (who also did time as a 
teacher). 

He notes the tendency of British 
administrators to favour Muslims rather than 
Christians.  He is again Waughesque when he 
describes a screening of The Robe, which had 
somehow slipped past Islamic censorship; 
it caused a riot, minority Christians 
applauding, majority Muslims dissenting. 

Or, given Coleman’s journalist-
parliamentarian experience, a more apt 
comparison than Waugh would be with 
the legendary Fleet Street-parliamentarian 
Bill Deedes who was with Waugh on the 
Abyssinian assignment that inspired Scoop.

His title Coleman takes from a stanza by 
his friend James McCauley.  He recalls that 
McCauley preferred to call himself a ‘revert’ 
to Catholicism rather than a convert in that 
he had returned to this ancestral faith. 

Intriguingly Coleman does not mention 
that he, like his son-in-law Peter Costello, 
is in a similar position.  Among family 
photographs is one of his mother (née 
Tierney).  There she is as Irish-Catholic 
looking as the Star of the County Down.  

  Of his part in re-establishing the 
local film industry, Coleman writes too 
little, and on his political career he cuts 
earlier material.  However, he still conveys 
the Liberal excitement of his ministerial 
plans for prison reform and his profound 
disappointment that newly elected Labor 
Premier Neville Wran dumped those plans. 

Yet Memoirs of a Slow Learner is a quick 
and lively magnum of fizz.  Next time 
it should be a jeroboam.  And Coleman 
should get that early novel out of the bottom 
drawer, the birdcage or wherever.  It could 
make him the first state and federal MP (as 
well as editor of The Bulletin , co-editor of 
Quadrant and Governor of Norfolk Island) to 
become a published novelist.

Outback capital

Australia’s most remote community, 
enjoying the highest tax-payer subsidies, is 
centred on the gigantic part-underground 
humpy, Parliament House, Canberra.  
Hyperbole?  Only to an extent: the location 
of Canberra, based on triangulation from 
the parish-pumps of Sydney and Melbourne, 
does make it remote from most of the 
Commonwealth.

It is a company town, its business 
politics and it has its own papers – white, 
blue, green – its enduring chronicle is 
Hansard and a local Times.  As in all remote 
communities it has its own courtship rituals, 
close intermarriage patterns and nepotism.  
Its upper class comprises elected politicians, 
its middle-class, public servants and its 
lower-class, hacks performing traditional 
roles whose attitudes are inf luenced by 
former hacks into spin doctoring.  Spooks, 
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local and foreign, mingle with the various 
classes, gleaning and dispensing gossipy 
information and disinformation.

Significant numbers of its people work 
on a fly-in, fly-out basis.  Its superannuation 
scheme set the high benchmark for all other 
schemes. 

Its chief also bears the title Prime 
Minister, or as the incumbent Tony Abbott 
prefers, captain – a change that further 
marks the evolution of the Ozminster system 
from the Westminster system. 

As part of that evolution Abbott decided 
to live in a federal police hostel rather than 
the luxury mansion leased for him while 
the official residence the Lodge was being 
refurbished.

  An admirable, lifestyle choice though 
subsidised.  But his negative comment 
about the lifestyle choice of people living 
in West Australian out-stations was 
ill-advised (if advised at all).  Possibly 
aiming for subsidiarity, he had passed 
federal responsibility for the out-stations 
to the West Australian government, led 
by his fellow Liberal Colin Barnett.  As 
a consequence (unintended?) Barnett was 
enabled to decide that the out-stations 
should be the target of economies, 
presumably because mining revenues have 
fallen.

  History always provides precedents.  In 
the 19th century, the islands and highlands 
of Scotland were cleared of people 
wherever sheep were more economic.  
By an intriguing linguistic coincidence, 
enlightened proponents of the clearances 
referred to the people involved as 
‘Aborigines’.  

 As then, so now: the poor are the shock 
absorbers of economic change.

 West Australia is the location of New 
Norcia, most notable of the alternative 
ways of dealing with native peoples: build 
a centre that enables them to exercise their 
free-will.  Not only did the New Norcia 
Benedictines do this, so, too, did other 
Catholic orders including Missionaries 
of the Sacred Heart as well as Anglicans, 
Lutherans and Presbyterian missionaries.  

Nor should this be forgotten: remote 
out-stations are integral to the validity of 
national boundaries – their people are feet 
on the ground. 

Stage right

Obviously the words of Pope Francis 
urging mothers to breast feed were not heard 
at the Sydney Theatre Company where a 
director reportedly denied a role to a justly 
celebrated player who would be breast-
feeding her child. 

The player Marta Dusseldorp went on 
record (SMH, Mar 22) but at this writing the 
theatre company has been unable to name the 
director – odd. 

Even odder is the breaking of tradition 
with a great player of the past: Mrs Sarah 
Siddons, exemplar for her brother John 
Kemble who attended the Catholic seminary 
at Sedgley Park, Staffordshire before opting 
for the stage and playing Hamlet at Drury 
Lane. 

 Of Mrs Siddons, it is recorded, that she 
would suckle her child in the wings before 
going on stage to scare the audience with her 
ruthless portrayal of Lady Macbeth.

Accordingly the John Bell Shakespeare 
Company might keep Marta Dusseldorp in 
mind when casting its next production of the 
Scottish Play

In rightly bringing the matter to public 
attention, Marta Dusseldorp mentioned that 
she had to extend her maternity leave. 

This brings us back to politics and the 
unfortunate failure of the Prime Minister 
Tony Abbott to sell his parental leave scheme 
by omitting to recruit to his cause the lustrous 
regiment of women, particularly at the ABC, 
whose parental leave is not ungenerous.  

Apropos the PM, Rival newspaper polls 
appear to have avoided one question: do you 
think Tony Abbott’s clearly stated objection to 
abortion affects his popularity rating and his 
repute as Prime Minister?

Such questions are frequently crucial in 
determining prejudice against a conscientious 
moral principle.  (Disclosure: your 
correspondent shares the principle).

Metaduck

 As debate continues over metadata 
as a tool against terrorism and other 
malfeasances, potential collateral damage to 
freedom of the press has become the nub of 
contention.  

 The solution to metadata risk is 
simple: journalists in pursuit of public 
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interest security stories should rely less on 
telephones, mobile and fixed, and above 
all emails, and use car park meets like 
Woodward and Bernstein.

The need for security services may be 
necessary but placed beyond scrutiny, they 
risk becoming slack or secret boxes within 
secret boxes within secret boxes.  (See 
Peter Wright’s Spy Catcher, its publication 
here, a fine anti-censorship stroke by 
Malcolm Turnbull, now Minister for 
Communications).

He is well placed to urge that journalists 
accord to security secrets a respect similar to 
the respect they accord to the commercial in 
confidence dealings of the organisations that 
employ them - or their union. 

Hard ball

The Fairfax-Joe Hockey libel suit would, 
your correspondent thought, be settled out 
of court. Wrong.  The parties are still at it, 
and there are suggestions of a lawyers’ feast 
all the way to the High Court.

Reading the headline Treasurer for sale 
and the body copy by Sean Nicholls, your 
correspondent’s sense was that the headline 
did not quite fit the copy.  This sense has 
not been diminished by editorial e-mails 
exchanged on the matter.  The reference to 
‘Sloppy Joe’ might be okay in a pub or even 
at a subs-table.  In cold print it suggests 
malice. 

Headline-copy fit is not easy to achieve.  
Nor is it rare for a headline to be conceived 
or written before a story.  The classic 
example of such prematurity is, ‘I have 
seen the future and it works’, conceived by 
Lincoln Steffens.  Subsequently he retro-
fitted it to his account of the 1919 Soviet 
Union. 

  As a solution to the problem of fit, The 
Daily Mail , London back in the Sixties 
dispensed with headlines and relied on 
printing intro copy in a conspicuous point 
size which from the initial line wound down 
to body copy size.  

  The change was dropped.  Too soon?  
Current issues of Time magazine now employ 
the technique. 

Alternative headline for the Hockey story? 
- Jolly Joe’s treasure chest. 

Star spangles

The Sarah Ferguson-Joe Hockey interview 
on 7.30 has passed into the category of 
cause celebre.  Unlike the superlative print 
journalist Colleen Ryan, brought in by 
ABC chairman Jim Spigelman to assess the 
interview, your correspondent did not find 
it rude.

Ferguson, ex-BBC, is unfailingly polite 
as witness her ‘excuse me’ when on Four 
Corners she confronted a fugitive people 
smuggler.

Her power lies in her nanny persona.  
Dealing with Hockey her attitude was: 
naughty boy you’ve broken promises, but 
in a tone that suggested he had spent his 
pocket money on a nasty chocolate cigar.  

Her super nanny tone has another 
element, perhaps deriving from a CV 
reference to time in Nigeria: the tone of 
those brought up in a family with servants. 

In her assessment Colleen Ryan did not 
appear to take account of the difference 
between the print and television interview, 
the former can be leisurely, the latter tends to 
brevity.  Moreover it is based on courtroom 
ritual; accused and witnesses are subjected 
to cross-examination but are not supposed to 
argue or query the cross-examiner.  

This may work after a fashion in 
courtrooms.  But it is not invariably fair in 
TV studio encounters where interviewers 
may avoid stating where they are coming 
from (sometimes their non-contractual 
private interest rather than the public 
interest, a conflict of which the ABC’s Media 
Watch accused broadcaster Alan Jones).  

W&F RIP

How strange that Gough Whitlam, the 
public servant’s son who in 1975 played 
colossus Caesar to the grazier’s son, Malcolm 
Fraser’s lean and hungry Cassius, should 
in death have been united as secular icons 
while the Brutus of the piece John Kerr, the 
boilermaker’s son, remains outcast.

The Whitlam-Fraser apotheosis was 
incisively caught in The Australian by Bill 
Leake’s  cartoon, captioned Left hand of 
Gough, a play on the movie title, The Left 
Hand of God, in which Humphrey Bogart 
posed as a priest.

© Austral-Media Pty Ltd 2015.
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Ortono has been anything but a quiet grave for Thomas because the cathedral and 
the town itself have been destroyed several times.  In 1566 the Turks torched the 
town and the cathedral while in 1799 Napoleon’s troops desecrated the cathedral.

FEW DOUBTS LEFT ABOUT THOMAS
By Desmond O’Grady

OUBTING Thomas’s 
r e m a i n s  l i e  i n 
Ortona on Italy’s 
Adriatic coast and 
there is little room 
for doubt about 
their authenticity.   

They inspire devotion and affection 
from many locals and draw pilgrims 
not only from Italy but many 
countries, particularly from Eastern 
Europe.   About 30,000 come yearly 
but the numbers seem destined to 
grow. 

Thomas was the first to recognise 
that Jesus was God.  After deciding 
that he would not be convinced 
about the resurrection unless he 
fingered Christ’s wounds, at the 
sight of Jesus he recognised him 
and said ‘my Lord and my God’.  To 
that point, no one had called Jesus 
God.1

The recognition provided the 
fuel for Thomas to evangelise 
longer than other apostles and go 
further.  He spread the good news 
in the vast area now known as Syria, 
Iraq and Iran, and eventually in 
India. 

The Catholics of India’s Malabar 
coast are called Thomas Christians 
and use the Syriac rite he brought 
with him in 52 ad.   At first he 
was treated tolerantly by the local 
Brahmin leaders but twenty years 
later, in Mylapore on the other side 
of India, the ruler ordered that he 
be put to death.

His body was taken back to 
Edessa, which is now called Urfa 
and is part of Turkey, but when 
Thomas was buried in its cathedral 
it was an important Christian city.  

Because the Muslims threatened it 
in the 12th century, the Christians 
took Thomas’s remains and the 
stone slab which covered his tomb, 
bearing an image of him and the 
words ‘This is Thomas,’ to Chios, an 
island off the coast.

 Over a century later, when 
Venice and Genovese ships were 
fighting for dominance nearby, 
four sailors from Ortona, who were 
part of the Venetian forces, took 
his relics and the tomb slab from a 
Chios church.

It was the sort of thing which 
happened: for instance in 828 ad 
Venetians had taken the relics of 
St. Mark from Alexandria, Egypt, to 
protect them from Muslims.  The 
remains brought new prestige to 
Venice where a basilica was erected 
in St. Mark’s honour and named 
after him.

Likewise in Ortona, St.Thomas 
was greeted enthusiastically 
on the arrival of his relics on 
September 6, 1258.  The relics were 
accommodated in the cathedral 
where he can still be found under 
the altar in the  crypt.

His is a great adventure story.  
He was a fisherman who seems to 
have been a decade younger than 
Jesus.  He was not easy to convince 
but he was courageous because 
earlier he had offered to return to 
Judea with Jesus even though his 
life could have been endangered.  

He was also frank because when 
Jesus told his disciples that he 
was leaving them, and they knew 
where he was going and the way 
there, he admitted he did not know 
where Jesus was going nor the way 
to get there.  This gave Jesus the 
opportunity to say that he was the 
Way, and the Truth and the Life.

A great adventure story indeed 
but is it true? Several early Church 
Fathers spoke of Thomas’s mission 
to India.   The Venerable Bede in 
the sixth century and Alfred the 
Great in the ninth knew of the 
Thomas-India connection.  Fast 
forward: Benedict XVI sent a 
message for the 750th anniversary 
celebrations of the relics’ arrival in 
Ortono. 

In 1984 there was a scientific 
examination of the bones and the 
skeleton was reconstructed.   It is 
that of a man of about one meter 
6o who suffered from arthritis and 
had a facial wound, probably from 
a lance.

A bone from what was alleged 
to be Thomas’s arm was sent from 

CatholiC history

Know your 
Past

UNTIL VERY recently, history 
has been a particularly 

Western form of inquiry and 
expression. ... (One exception is 
the Arab Ibn Khaldun.) As late 
as a century ago, a Japanese 
or Chinese or Indian wishing to 
read something fairly accurate 
and particular of the recent 
history of his country had to 
rely on histories of his country 
written by European or English 
or American historians. 

— John Lukacs,  A Student’s Guide to the 
Study of History, 2000.
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Edessa to Masstricht, Belgium, in 
1098, and in 1102 another reached 
Bari south of Ortono. Recent tests 
have shown the compatibility 
of these two relics with those of 
Ortono.

Ortono has been anything but a 
quiet grave for Thomas because the 
cathedral and the town itself have 
been destroyed several times.  In 
1566 the Turks torched the town 
and the cathedral while in 1799 
Napoleon’s troops desecrated the 
cathedral.  

In World War II Ortona became 
Italy’s Stalingrad.   The retreating 
Axis forces made a stand in  the 
town which was bombed and 
shelled by the Allied forces, 
including New Zealand troops.   
The Germans blew up part of the 
cathedral to destroy its bell tower 
and disorient Allied gunners.  
Eventually the Germans destroyed 
most of the town to slow the Allied 
advance but St. Thomas survived 
even that.

He is the patron of this port of 
24,000 inhabitants in the central 
Italian region of Abruzzo.  Its 
fishermen are particularly devoted to 
St. Thomas who arrives by sea again 
in the jubilee celebrations which are 
held every 25 years (next in 2033 ).  

On his feast day each year his 
tomb is opened so that people can 
see the relics and touch them with 
handkerchiefs so that his grace can 
be transmitted to others.    The 
keys to open the casket containing 
his relics are held by ecclesiastical 
authorities and the mayor which 
shows Thomas has a civil as well as 
a religious standing.  All keys are 
needed to open it.  

When one key was sufficient, the 
guardian was bribed by Venetians 
in a failed attempt to bring Thomas 
together with Mark.

Links with India have been 
maintained.   Several Indian priests 
serve in the diocese and small relics 
of Thomas have been sent back 
for churches in India.  Moreover 
Thomas has provided a link with the 
Orthodox of Chios.

There  are those who think that 
Thomas deserves little attention, 

accusing him of scepticism about 
the Resurrection.   But even if 
that interpretation were correct, 
one should concentrate on what 
Thomas achieved just as Peter is not 
downplayed even though he denied 
Christ three times. 

Thomas’s search for verification 
has had one piquant consequence- 
among other things, St. Thomas 

is the patron of private detectives.  
He is the saint of those who seek 
evidence.

desmond o’Grady is a Rome-based Australian free-
lance writer.

1. The apostles gradually realised he was not like other 
prophets but it was Thomas who exclaimed ‘my Lord 
and my God’ — John’s Gospel 20,28.  See Jesus of 
Nazareth by Joseph Ratzinger.
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Across 
2 Spider’s trap
4 Monetary unit of Lithuania
6 Last book of the Old Testament
8 Provided a loan
9 Osculate
11 Long for
12 Sympathy for others
14 City in the Czech Republic
15 Expensive
16 Giant
18 Member of a religious community
19 Deciduous trees
21 Filth
22 Greek
24 Person of great holiness
25 Favourite

Down 
1 Letter of the Greek alphabet
2 Become limp
3 Defensive soccer player
4 Narrow passageway
5 Vessel
6 Jewish emblem; candelabrum
7 Patron Saint of labourers
8 Jargon
10 Metal tube inserted into a vein to 

assist blood flow
11 In favour of
13 A Tibetan dairy animal
17 Increases or enlarges
18 Place where money is coined
20 Sharp blow with an open hand
21 Depression in surface
23 Fibbed
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SAINT MATTHEW

‘St Matthew wrote for  
the Hebrews’

— St Gregory of Nazianzus,  
329-389 AD 

‘In the centre, round the 
throne itself were four living 
creatures …the  third had a 

human face … .’ See St John’s 
Apocalypse, 4,6-7.

ST MATTHEW is represented 
with a cherub as he writes 

his Gospel. The cherub is 
winged to indicate that the 
message it bears comes 
from heaven. It has a human 
face, because St Matthew’s 
Gospel begins with our Lord’s 
genealogy, and the evangelist 
dwelt on the earthly life of 
Jesus. The cherub became 
a symbol of our Lord’s 
Incarnation. 

Prejudice and Emotion  
in Reading the  
Holy Scriptures

SCRIPTURE DOES not teach doctrine as the Athanasian 
Creed teaches it; the prejudices which misinterpret the 

one, cannot succeed in misinterpreting the other. But after 
all it is not so incredible, ourselves being witnesses; as will 
directly appear. As Socinians [a term covering people who deny 
the Trinity and the Divinity of Christ, and base themselves on 
Scripture] take the Resurrection to be the whole of the Gospel, 
so do others take the Atonement to be the whole of it. 

This sacred truth is most essential, as essential as the 
Resurrection, but it is nowhere said to be the whole of 
Christian doctrine; nowhere is it so presented to us as to 
sanction us in neglecting the rest. Yet such is the view taken of 
it by many in this day, who, abhorring, as they ought, the creed 
of Socinians, agree with them as far as this, viz. in indulging 
certain theories and prejudices of their own, making, as they 
do, the doctrine of the Atonement not only an essential but 
the whole of the Gospel. This then is their orthodoxy. For 
instance; St. Paul says, “God was manifested in the flesh;” 
Socinians pass over these words, or explain them anyhow; but 
what are the words, immediately before them? 

They stand thus: “The Church of the living God, the pillar 
and ground of the Truth.” Now, I do not ask what these words 
mean; I do not ask in what sense the Church is a pillar; but 
merely this,—has not many a man who calls himself orthodox, 
and is orthodox so far as not to be a Socinian, passed over 
these words again and again, either not noticing them or not 
thinking it mattered whether he understood them or not? And 
when his attention is called to them, is he not impatient and 
irritated, rather than perplexed; fully confident that they mean 
nothing of consequence, yet feeling he is bound in fairness 
to attempt some explanation of them? and does he not in 
consequence drive to and fro, as if to burst the net in which 
he finds himself, giving first one solution of the difficulty, then 
another, altering the stopping, or glossing over the phrase, as 
will most readily answer his immediate purpose? 

And so, in like manner, many a man insists on the words, 
“Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God,” who will not 
go on to our Lord’s answer, “Thou art Peter, and upon this 
rock I will build My Church.” Let us, then, no longer wonder 
at Socinians: the mass of Christians bring their prejudices and 
impressions to the written word, as well as they, and find it 
easier to judge of the text by the spontaneous operation of 
habit and inclination, than by the active and independent 
exercise of their reason; in other words, they think 
inaccurately; they judge and feel by prejudice.

— Blessed John Henry Cardinal Newman, ‘On the Abuse of Private Judgement,’ in ‘Lectures on the 
Prophetical Office of the Church,’ in Via Media, vol. 1.
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Lord Herschell (1837-99, Chancellor 1886/1892-95). He was one of 32 corrupt  
Chancellors who kept a will case going for 117 years while lawyers emptied a 
huge estate.  In 1894, he invented a rule which conceals evidence of a pattern 

of criminal behaviour. For  120 years, his rule has enabled countless repeat 
offenders – serial rapists,  organised criminals and their ilk – to escape justice.

THE LAW’S ‘FIRST XI’ – FOR GOOD OR ILL
By Evan Whitton

OPE INNOCENT 
I I i  d e v i s e d  a 
t r u t h - s e e k i n g 
(inquisitorial) legal 
system in the 13th 
century. In this, the 
21st century Pope, 

Francis, has called for a moral face 
to human activity.  

The import of these elements 
across time is unmistakable: the 
adversarial Common Law system 
used in England and its former 
colonies, including Australasia, 
the United States and India, tends 
to conceal the truth. Among the 
consequences: thousands of white-
collar criminals are not even 
charged, and a man who should 
have been in prison terrorises 
Martin Place hostages for 17 hours 
in a fatal stand-off.

Russell Fox, a Sydney judge who 
researched both systems for more 
than a decade, concluded:

• Justice means fairness.
• Fairness requires a search 

for the truth, otherwise the 
wrong side may win.

• A legal system must have a 
‘moral face,’ and this comes 
from the search for truth.    

Bearing in mind that taxpayers 
fund legal systems, here is the 
Adversarial System’s  First XI :  

Protagoras (c. 490-420 BC) 
invented the job of ‘professional 
sophist,’ a class of people described 
as morally bankrupt charlatans. 
Sophists taught Athenian lawyers 
sophistry, a technique of lying via 
false arguments, trick questions etc. 

Trial lawyers, about 40% of the 
total, still resort to sophistry.

William II (born c. 1056; 
king of England 1087; shot dead 
2 August 1100.) He devised a 
system of public sector corruption. 
Every public office, including that 
of judge, was for sale; investors 
extorted bribes from people who 
dealt with the office. That system 
was in force when the common 
law began in 1166. A U.S. judge, 
Richard Posner, said judges and 
lawyers have always been a cartel. 

Corrupt judges use lawyers as 
bagmen. Judges have never been 
trained as judges. 

Innocent III (born. 1162, Pope 
1198-1216.) His term was the peak 
of the Papacy’s temporal power. 
In November 1215, his ‘glittering’ 
church-state conference, the 
Fourth Lateran Council, confirmed 
the inquisitorial (truth-seeking) 
procedure he had devised. His 
system was soon adopted by 
temporal European courts.  

Martin de Pateshull (Judge 
1217, died. 1229.) Henry III was 
nine when he became King in 
1216; a decision on Innocent’s 
system was left to the judges, in 
practice the cartel. The inquisitorial 
system was formally rejected in 
1219. If truth is not required, 
anything goes; Pateshull is entitled 
to part of the blame. 

William of Waynflete (1395?-
1486, Lord Chancellor/head of 
the judiciary 1456-60). Judges on 
a fixed wage had no incentive to 
prolong the process; most trials 
took a few hours. Lawyers paid by 
the hour do have an incentive to 
spin the process out; by 1460 they 
had begun to take over control of 
the process, thus beginning the 
adversary system. Judges, including 
Waynflete, could have stopped 
them, but did not; cartel collusion is 
an inference. 

William Blackstone (1723-80). 
A former trial lawyer, Blackstone 
ran the first law school at Oxford in 
1758. One of his lies resulted in a 
rule which can conceal the evidence 

truth and JustiCe

Too Little 
Justice

IN THE Anglo-American common 
law system, lawyers are 

encouraged to obfuscate the truth 
… In the U.S., it is estimated that 
upwards of four percent of the 
prison population is innocent (a 
staggering 80,000 people, more 
than double the prison population 
of Canada) -- with some on death 
row -- but more than half of guilty 
defendants get off. Taxpayers 
clearly pay too much for too 
little justice. Changing to a truth-
seeking system  … would require 
… outlawing the concealing 
of evidence … training judges 
separately from lawyers and giving 
them back control of the process; 
compelling lawyers and judges to 
take an oath to tell the truth.

— Evan Whitton,  ‘America’s English-Style 
Legal System evolved to conceal the truth, not 

Reveal it,’ The Atlantic, June 14, 2012
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of suspects; the rule gets off about 
half the guilty defendants who hide 
behind it. Judge Posner said ‘the 
professoriat’ are part of the cartel.  

James Madison (1751-1836, a 
US slave-holder and politician.) His 
Bill of Rights (1791) entrenched the 
lawyer-run adversary system in the 
US.

Napoleon (1769-1821). The 
Battle of Marengo (1800) ended 
the second of seven coalitions 
England bankrolled against France.  
Napoleon used the breathing space 

to begin work on his monument:  
codification of Pope  Innocent’s 
system. The inquisitorial system is 
now the world’s most widespread. A 
comparison:  

• In France and Germany, 
most hearings take a day or 
so; the innocent are rarely 
charged; about 95% of guilty 
defendants are convicted. 

• In the adversary system, 
hearings can take months; at 
least 1% (5% in the U.S.) of 
people in prison are innocent; 

more than 50% of guilty 
defendants get off.

Pierre-Charles Villeneuve (1763-
1806). England’ third coalition 
(1805) would probably have been 
the last, and Australia would have 
an inquisitorial system, except 
that Villeneuve failed to adhere 
to Napoleon’s instructions for an 
invasion of England. 

Farrer Herschell, Lord Herschell 
(1837-99, Chancellor 1886/1892-
95). He was one of 32 corrupt 
Chancellors who kept a will case 
going for 117 years while lawyers 
emptied a huge estate. In 1894, 
he invented a rule which conceals 
evidence of a pattern of criminal 
behaviour. For 120 years, his 
rule has enabled countless repeat 
offenders – serial rapists, organised 
criminals, etc. – to escape justice. 

Rufus Isaacs, Lord Reading 
(1860-1935). In 1912, Cecil 
Chesterton, G. K.’s brother, exposed 
Attorney-General Isaacs and other 
Ministers as white collar criminals  
(For details, google ‘Marconi 
scandal’).  In 1914, Chief Justice 
Reading was involved in inventing 
a rule so confusing that corrupt and 
honest judges alike have concealed 
devastating evidence for a century.  

The solution is easy. The 
inquisitorial system is already 
used in Coroners’ Courts, Royal 
Commissions, numerous tribunals, 
and corruption commissions, and 
change to that system would be 
supported by the great majority 
of taxpayers.  Justice Fox said the 
public knows that ‘justice marches 
with the truth’.

Pope Francis, 78, has spoken of 
‘moral rebirth,’ and comes from 
a country which uses the Pope 
Innocent/Napoleonic system. 
Catholic taxpayers in common law 
countries might petition the Pontiff 
to ask politicians e.g. Prime Minister 
Tony Abbott and Attorney-General 
George Brandis (both Catholics) to 
change to a more moral legal system. 

evan whitton read History at the University of 
Queensland. China’s  Fangzhen Press has contracted to 
translate and publish his history of the two systems, 
Our Corrupt Legal System, in mainland China.

The Search for Truth and Justice

A TRIAL, the [US] Supreme Court has asserted, is a “search for truth.” This 
assertion resonates easily with intuitive conceptions of what a judiciary is 

meant to establish. Since justice is the prevailing goal of a judicial system, then 
truth, one would think, must be its unerring companion. But, herein lies the 
paradox. Although truth may be the end goal of every trial, the lawyers playing 
their parts serve a different end—advocacy on behalf of their clients—that 
may very well be at odds with the search for truth.  … the American judicial 
system is built upon this fundamental premise in its pursuit of justice. … As far 
back as 1820, Lord Brougham famously described the role of the lawyer: 

[A]n advocate, in the discharge of his duty, knows but one person 
in all the world, and that person is the client. To save that client 
by all means and expedients, and at all hazards and costs to other 
persons, and, amongst them, to himself, is his first and only duty; and 
in performing this duty he must not regard the alarm, the torments, 
the destruction which he may bring upon others. Separating the duty 
of a patriot from that of an advocate, he must go on reckless of the 
consequences, though it should be his unhappy fate to involve his 
country in confusion.

Aside from a few exceptions, the legal profession is built on a standard 
of strict attorney loyalty to the client. In fact, despite the conundrum that 
lawyers face as being both advocates on behalf of their clients—clients who 
may have little to gain from the ascertainment of truth—and officers of the 
court “presumably working to advance the truth,” the ethical guidelines often 
require the lawyer’s duty to the client to be the lawyer’s ultimate obligation. 
The Model Rules of Professional Conduct (Model Rules), which is the ethical 
code upon which most states base their ethics guidelines for lawyerly conduct, 
do not once “directly reference truth in the provisions that establish the 
precepts for the proper practice of law.” Devotion to the client, not truth, is 
the lawyer’s ultimate duty. Although certain rules discuss the requirement 
that lawyers not introduce false evidence, mislead a third person, or act 
deceptively or fraudulently . . . nowhere do they instruct a lawyer—even on 
representing a client in an adjudicatory proceeding—to ensure that the result 
of the legal representation reflects what actually happened in the transaction 
that is the substance of the dispute. 

In fact, the Model Rules go so far as to require the lawyer to cross-examine 
a witness, in an effort to undermine her credibility, even if the lawyer knows 
the witness is truthful. Similarly, a criminal defense attorney’s mission is to 
defend a guilty client, even when that defense results in the client’s acquittal. 
Such advocacy can hardly be framed as a “search for truth” and may, at times, 
conflict with the ascertainment of justice.

— Inbal Hasbani, ‘When the Law Preserves Injustice: Issues raised by a WrongfuI Incarceration Exception 
to Attorney Client Confidentiality,’ Journal of Criminal Law and Criminology, vol. 100, Winter, 2010. 
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The question remains - how did Freud acquire so many followers, including 
many Christians, who accepted his views so uncritically? Why did people 

accept Freud’s rejection of the role of authentic religious faith in every life?

JESUS, FREUD AND THE OEDIPUS HOAX
By Wanda Skowronska

R E U D ’ S  V I E W 
o f  r e l i g i o n  a s 
a n  ‘ o b s e s s i o n a l 
neurosis ’  is  wel l 
known, as is the 
fac t  tha t  in  h i s 
p s y c h o l o g i c a l 

practice he dealt with few people 
of any religious background. He 
simply did not consider religious 
belief as an anchor of resilience in 
the face of life’s adversities. Freud, 
however, never openly doubted that 
Christ existed and thus, if so, he 
must have relegated Christ’s life to 
that of the typical man hemmed in 
by an Oedipus complex. 

Perhaps realising he might be 
on dangerous territory in terms of 
his Oedipal theory, Freud did not 
make the foolhardy attempt to 
psychoanalyse Christ too much, for 
if he had done so, he would have 
confronted total contradiction of his 
theory. 

While Freud did point out the 
value of the ‘talking cure’, the 
influence of the unconscious, the 
importance of dreams, he got it 
totally wrong with his Oedipus 
Complex. Even his friend Erich 
Fromm, in his work entitled The 
Greatness and Limitations of Freud’s 
Thought (1980), stated that the 
Oedipus Complex theory was 
an inaccurate account of human 
behaviour. 1 

According to Fromm, 
Freud’s view betrays a deep 
misunderstanding of the Greek 
play cycle from which it is derived. 
Freud took the Oedipus story from 
Sophocles’ play (one of a trilogy of 
plays called Oedipus Rex, Oedipus 

at Colonnus and Antigone) with its 
themes of incest and murder and 
made it the basis of his explanation 
of all familial behaviour. What is 
more amazing is that many people 
believed him! 

Freud promulgates the view 
that the child’s love for the 
parent of the opposite sex has an 
incestuous quality and that there is 
a murderous jealousy of the parent 
of the same sex. However as Fromm 
explains, Freud got it wrong: 

If we look now at the whole 
trilogy we must come to the 
conclusion that incest is not the 
main idea or even essential to the 
vision Sophocles expressed there. 
It may appear so if we read only 
Oedipus Rex (and how many 
people who speak glibly of the 
Oedipus Complex have read the 
trilogy) but considering the entire 

trilogy, Sophocles deals with the 
conflict between the matriarchic 
principle of equality and the 
patriarchal dictatorship of ‘law 
and order’ represented by Creon.2

Fromm’s interpretation of 
Sophocles’ play is also questionable, 
with its Marxist leanings but he 
does point out in his analysis the 
broader themes of fate which Freud 
does not deal with. 

The Greek trilogy is more to 
do with man’s lack of knowledge 
of the consequences of what he 
is doing. This is how the story 
goes — Oedipus’ parents, Laiaus 
and Jocasta are told by an oracle 
that if they have a son he will kill 
his father and marry his mother. 
Horrified, they abandon Oedipus 
at birth, binding his feet together 
in a distant forest. He is found, 
however, by a shepherd and given 
to the King of Corinth who adopts 
him. 

Oedipus is told in turn that his 
fate is to kill his father and marry 
his mother and so he decides to 
avoid this fate by leaving Corinth. 
On the way he meets Laius, his 
father, and has an argument with 
him and ends up killing him in a 
fight. 

Then he goes to Thebes and 
solving the riddle of the Sphinx 
he is rewarded with the king’s 
widow as his wife and thus he 
marries Jocasta his mother. After 
he reigns for some time, a plague 
falls on the city, and a blind seer 
Teiresias reveals that this plague is 
the punishment of the gods for the 
crime of parricide and incest which 
Oedipus has committed. 

Freud got it wrong

Subjectivism

THE SCEPTIC says we cannot 
know truth. The subjectivist 

says we all know it. The sceptic 
says there is truth for nobody. 
The subjectivist says there is truth 
for everybody. The sceptic denies 
truth; the subjectivist denies error. 

To a subjectivist, everything 
is true ‘for’ somebody; for truth 
means ‘true for me’ but not 
necessarily ‘true for you,’ because 
the link between ‘true for me’ and 
‘true for you,’ namely universal 
objective truth, is missing.

— See Peter Kreeft and Ronald Tacelli, 
Handbook of Christian Apologetics, IVP 

Academic, 1994, p.372.



ANNALS AUSTRALASIA  36  MARCH 2015

Oedipus is shocked, tries to 
hide from this truth but in the 
end blinds himself when he is 
compelled to see it. Jocasta commits 
suicide. The tragedy ends at the 
point where Oedipus has suffered 
punishment for a crime which he 
committed unknowingly and in 
spite of his conscious effort to avoid 
committing it.

This is the true story. Not at any 
point is there a Freudian ‘spin’ i.e. 
that of Oedipus being attracted to 
Jocasta his mother. If the theme 
is incest — why isn’t the attraction 
mentioned? To the Greeks incest 
would have been morally abhorrent 
whereas Freud’s theory attempts to 
make the desire for an incestuous 
relationship between child and 
parent an underlying basis of 
‘normal’ infantile motivation — 
a great misunderstanding of the 
Greek play. 

One might also just as validly ask 
if the plays are not simply about the 
universal theme that we ‘see through 
a glass darkly’, that we sometimes 
cannot see the harmful consequences 
of our actions and that there is a 
deceptiveness and fragility in all 
earthly things.

In addition to Freud’s total 
misunderstanding of the Oedipus 

story, there is the fact that, when 
applied to Jesus, there is no way 
Jesus fits into this ‘explanation’. In 
Jesus, there is no revolt against the 
Father, nor any departure from the 
attitude of a Son who wishes to do 
what the Father wants. Jesus loved 
his Father and was obedient to him 
(Mark 14. 36; Luke 2. 49; John 5. 

30). In fact he regarded as the sum 
and substance of his whole work, the 
advancement of the kingdom of the 
Father (Luke 22. 29; Acts 1. 7). This 
is not a typical Freudian explanation 
of a Father-son relationship. 

In fact, as American psychologist 
Paul Vitz points out, this turns 
Freudian psychology on its head. 
Vitz explains that, Jesus does not 
sow intense hate, but rather perfect 
love for Father, in his chaste, 
devoted life. Jesus’ will was in 
perfect union with the will of his 
Father who guides history and fixes 
the appointed hours for things. 
This radical obedience, in totally 
identifying with the Father’s will, 
results in the death of the Son at the 
hands of hateful men. 

His Virgin Mother follows Jesus 
to Calvary and endures a martyrdom 
of suffering as He dies. The Son 
sacrifices His own life in order to 
redeem the human race and to 
show the greatness of God’s love, a 
new kind of love which suffers all 
and is prepared to lose all. His cruel 
death is offered to the Father out of 
profound love for those who have 
rejected Him. 

The result of this death is not 
endless guilt and remorse, as Freud 
might suggest — but after a period 
of darkness – resurrection, joy and 
the promise of eternal beatitude to 
followers who model their lives on 
Christ. Christ’s love is pro Father and 
anti-selfist. So in Freudian terms, Vitz 
explains, Jesus is the ‘anti-Oedipus’.3

It is not Christ who rejects the 
Father, but inasmuch as anything 
‘Oedipal’ or rebellious exists in us, it 
is humanity which rejects God. Vitz 
speaks of the ‘early psychological 
murder of God in each one’s life, a 
murder which is still alive in thinly 
disguised adult desires for power 
and personal autonomy’.4 He sees the 
Freudian explanation of the Oedipus 
Concept as a rebellion against God, 
and as such, an insight into the 
mindset of atheism, saying: 

’God is dead’ is simply an 
undisguised Oedipal wish 
fulfillment … the psychology of 
the fallen sons has attempted to 
accomplish this ... now humanity, 

Statements 
of Fact

I REMEMBER causing an awful 
rumpus, when the National 

Secular Society, looking round 
just then for a successor to 
[atheist pamphleteer Charles] 
Bradlaugh, sampled me among 
other possibilities. I lectured them 
on Progress in Freethought, and 
proved that all the beliefs they 
condemned as base superstitions 
were simple statements of fact: 
the Trinity, the Immaculate 
Conception, and so forth. 
Needless to add, I was not 
chosen. The old materialist Bible-
smashing freethinkers never quite 
forgave me.’

— George Bernard Shaw, quoted Hesketh 
Pearson (1889-1964), Bernard Shaw: his life 

and personality, The Reprint Society, London, 
1948, p.325.

Most Falsehoods have  
some Truth in them

THIS GENERAL intelligence of every class of society, general but 
shallow, is the means of circulating all through the population all the 

misrepresentations which the enemies of the Church make of her faith 
and her teaching. Most falsehoods have some truth in them; at least those 
falsehoods which are perversions of the truth are the most successful. Again, 
when there is no falsehood, yet you know how strange truth may appear 
to minds unfamiliar with it. You know that the true religion must be full of 
mysteries—and therefore to Catholicism, if to any profession, any body of 
men at all, applies the proverb that a fool may ask a hundred questions 
which a wise man cannot answer. It is scarcely possible so to answer inquiries 
or objections on a great number of points of our faith or practice, as to 
be intelligible or persuasive to them. And hence the popular antipathy to 
Catholicism seems, and will seem more and more, to be based upon reason, 
or common sense, so that first the charge will seem to all classes of men true 
that the Church stifles the reason of man, and next that, since it is impossible 
for educated men, such as her priests, to believe what is so opposite to 
reason, they must be hypocrites, professing what in their hearts they reject.

— Blessed John Henry Cardinal Newman,  Sermon 9, ‘The Infidelity of the Future,’ delivered on the 
occasion of the opening of St. Bernard’s Seminary, 2nd October 1873
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to a psychology of pure experience 
occurred early in his career. From 
this the central theoretical constructs 
of unconscious conflict and ego 
defense were developed and 
articulated in The Interpretation of 
Dreams (1900). Thus while Freud 
drew on the scientific theories of the 
day when he felt it might boost his 
standing, he did not have the same 
appreciation of them that others 
had.9

The question remains — how did 
Freud acquire so many followers, 
including many Christians, who 
accepted his views so uncritically? 
Why did people accept Freud’s 
rejection of the role of authentic 
religious faith in every life? 
As Saint John Paul II stated:  
‘[h]uman longing and the need for 
religion … are not able to be totally 
extinguished’. The psychological 
reality was and remains that people – 
psychologists included – will always 
want to know ‘the truth about God, 
about man and about the meaning of 
life itself ’. 10

not God, is the ultimate source 
of goodness and power in the 
universe.5

This desire to ‘murder’ God and 
assert limitless personal autonomy, 
Vitz proposes, can only be dealt with 
‘by confronting the rebel murderer 
within us’.6 It is dealt with by facing 
the myriad attachments to our own 
way of doing things, especially 
pertinent to an age of technological 
and scientific hubris. Vitz states that 
‘it is this psychology that must be let 
go of with God’s grace’, saying ‘love 
can help this take place’ as well as 
‘radical forgiveness of one’s enemies 
and one’s self too’, the ultimate 
point of identification being in the 
acceptance of the cross.7 As Vitz 
observes, the centre of Christian 
life is always seen as imitation, a 
following of Jesus in order to follow 
God’s will by identification with 
Jesus, an approach radically differing 
from that of individuation which 
emphasises separation.

Freud’s insistence on the Oedipus 
myth as a template for human 
behaviour fooled many who did 
not see the contradiction between 
the myth’s literary purpose and 
Freud’s according it scientific value. 
He did not posit the Oedipus myth 
as speculative, where it might have 
been left, but presented it as a 
scientific reality. 

Freud won the Goethe prize 
for literature in 1930, not any 
prize for scientific discovery. It 
has taken nearly a century to see 
how absurd Freud’s view was 
and how uncritical his followers 
were in this respect. Psychologist 
Saul Rozenzweig observed that 
when Freud is compared to other 
experimenters of his time, he had 
distinctly ‘unscientific’ leanings. 
Rozenzweig points out that though 
Freud had studied at the Bruke 
Institute, this ‘did not train him in 
the experimental methods employed 
by Fechner, Helmholtz and Wundt’.8 

Freud’s scientific training was 
rather in ‘descriptive observation’ 
on which his psychoanalytical 
methods were based. Rozenzweig 
notes that Freud’s change from a 
neurology grounded psychology 
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moviesTestament of Youth 

Director James Kent and 
scriptwriter Juliette Towhidi base their 
drama on Vera Brittain’s memoir.  And 
it shows in the authentic depiction of 
the peace that became the harrowing 
Great War of 1914-18, now being 
commemorated.

With exquisite poise and 
discernment Alicia Vikander plays 
the young Vera who left her home 
to become an early undergraduate 
at Somerville College, Oxford.  She 
seemed set for a brilliant academic 
career.  But her brother and friends 
were serving on the Western Front.  
Aged 21, she left university to become 
a front-line VAD (Voluntary Aid 
Detachment) nurse.

There are battle scenes.  But Kent 
contrives to compress the trauma of 
total war into a single, overhead wide 
shot of a casualty clearing station 
where Vera finds herself treating 
living, maimed and dying casualties, 
among them her fiancé Roland 
Leighton, played by Kit Harington. 

Vera Britten’s memoir, written 15 
years after war’s end, has never been 
out of print.  Kent and Towhidi’s 
drama may well endure for an 
equivalent period. 

After her marriage in 1925 to 
George Catlin, Cornell University 
professor of politics, Vera Brittain 
wrote sequels: Testament of Friendship 
(1940) and Testament of Experience 
(1957).  Other works, including 
her novels and diaries, have been 
published. 

She was a member of an Anglican 
Fellowship and regular contributor 
to Peace News. Her name was on a list 
of 2000 people to be arrested when 
Germany invaded Britain.

In 1966, on her way to speak at 
meeting, she fell.  Despite injuries, 
she made her speech, but her health 
began to fail.  She died in 1970. Her 
daughter Shirley Williams, a British 
Life Peer, scattered her ashes over the 
grave of her brother, Edward Brittain 
MC, on the Assiago Plateau in Italy.

MHHHHSFFV.  

Manny Lewis

From an old bottle – labelled 
Depressed Clown – Carl Barron pours 
sparkling wine.

His character Manny Lewis is 
successful, lives a Sydney pad with 
views, rather than glimpses, but is 
lonely.  On an impulse, he dials a 
fantasy line, finds himself speaking to 
Caroline and hangs up.

Later in a neighbourhood café 
he meets Maria, played by Leeanna 
Walsman, no cookie- cutter blonde.  
As a friendship develops Manny 
reports its progress to Caroline.  The 
coincidence is not hard to guess.  But 
it is by no means banal. 

Anthony Mir directs from a script 
on which he was co-writer to Barron. It 
detracts nothing from Mir’s deftness to 
say that the movie belongs to Barron 
who brings to the title character a dry, 
wry wit.  

Leeanna Walsman does a wonderful 
job of combining the characters of 
Maria and Caroline.  Damien Garvey 
gives a performance that captures the 
genial but uneasy relationship between 
an agent and his client. Roy Billing is 
Manny’s father.

Locations in and around Sydney 
include the State Theatre where Manny 
plays to an enthusiastic audience. 

The movie’s format is one any 
number of comedians round the world 
could adapt and probably will – unless 
the Barron-Mir team get a brilliant 
intellectual property lawyer.

MHHHHSFFV.

Leviathan

More eloquently than words 
director Andrey Zvyagintsev’s opening 
and closing shots define the theme of 
his movie, ostensibly a thriller but in 
reality a parable, showing that human 
beings have a short time to live and 
what they struggle to make permanent 
decays.

His protagonist Kolia (Alexey 
Serebryakov) runs a car-repair 
business in a shed behind the family 
home beside the Barents Sea in 
northern Russia where he lives with 
his young wife Lilya (Elena Lyadova).

Ramshackle though the place is, 
its beach location has attracted the 
attention of the local mayor Vadim 
Sergeyich (Roman Madyanov) who 
has the power to take it over for 

development.
Kolia enlists the aid of an 

ex-army comrade Dmitri (Vladimir 
Vdovitchenkov), a Moscow attorney 
with contacts more powerful than 
Sergeyich’s.

So Sergeyich gets his 
comeuppance? Don’t bank on it. This 
is Russia where the corruption goes 
back at least as far as, say, Sydney’s, 
and is as entangled with everyday life.

At the centre of his parable, 
Zvyagintsev places the Russian 
Orthodox Church while leaving it 
ambiguous whether its spiritual power 
can survive its links with the State.

MHHHNFFV.

Big Eyes

The paintings of Margaret Keane, 
invariably of sad-eyed children 
and signed simply Keane, hung on 
the lounge room wall of many an 
American home in the Sixties.  But the 
fortune they made went not to her but 
to her husband Walter, a bogus artist 
who promoted them as all his own 
work in the San Francisco art area.

From this true story director Tim 
Burton has wrought a sentimental 
but tough drama that has touches of 
his signature fantasies such as Edward 
Scissorhands.

The movie’s charm grows with Amy 
Adams as Keane, seduced to deception 
by Walter, played cartoonishly by 
Christoph Waltz. 

Danny Huston figures as supportive 
columnist and Terence Stamp as 
derogatory art critic.  Burton enables 
Delaney Raye, playing Keane’s 
daughter Jane, to steal scenes by 
making her sit absolutely still. 

Burton inserts a confessional box 
scene to suggest Keane’s Catholicism. 
His sequence of Keane confined to a 
one-window attic until she paints her 
quota of pictures may remind some 
of another artist: the French writer 
known as Colette, locked in her room 
by her husband Monsieur Willy until 
she completed a certain number of 
pages. 

To describe Burton’s climactic 
courtroom scene would be to spoil 
a neat surprise.  (Margaret Keane 
who makes a brief appearance in 
the movie, now lives in Hawaii and 
continues to paint)

MHHHHNFFV.

By James Murray
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Inherent Vice

Writer/director Paul Thomas 
Anderson wrestles with Thomas 
(Gravity’s Rainbow) Pynchon non-cult 
novel Inherent Vice and if he doesn’t 
quite succeed in transferring it to the 
screen, it’s not from want of trying.

The result is a black comedy, set 
in sunny, debt-free California that is 
compelling but not entertaining and 
disjointed, possibly because Joaquin 
Phoenix is Larry Doc Sportello who 
self-medicates on marijuana and as a 
result seems to be unsure whether he 
is a doctor or a private eye. 

Here either Anderson (or 
Pynchon) is responsible for a sly 
visual joke.  Phoenix is handicapped 
with bushy Dundreary whiskers, first 
sported by a character in Tom Taylor’s 
Our American Cousin (1858), the 
comedy President Abraham Lincoln 
was watching when assassinated by 
the actor John Wilkes Booth.  

Others in the supporting cast 
are Josh Brolin, as a tough cop, 
Reese Witherspoon as a district 
attorney, Martin Short as a dentist 
on laughing gas and Owen Wilson 
as a wild musician who needs to be 
domesticated. 

Scintillating cast, kaleidoscopic 
plot.

R18+HHHNFFV.

Shaun the Sheep Movie

  Shares an element with Inherent 
Vice: it is more than slightly chaotic.  
It is also funnier and more innocent 
as Shaun, with the dog Bitser, leads 
his bucolic pals into the Big City. 

There they must disguise 
themselves as humans to rescue their 
Farmer who, due to memory loss, has 
become a trendy barber.  

Directors Richard Starzak, Mark 
Burton and the Aardman Studio 
crew, creators of Wallace & Gromit 
and Chicken Run, bring an enormous 
sense of fun plus satirical wit to their 
silent, stop-motion plasticine and 
paper puppets.  

Some may find the behaviour of 
the Pigs, reminiscent of the porkers 
in George Orwell’s Animal Farm, 
rejected when submitted to the 
British left-wing publisher Gollancz.  

The piggy behaviour has, of 
course, little or no relevance to the 

benign capitalism of the here and 
now. 

GHHHHSFFV. 

Home

Working from Adam Rex’s book 
The True Meaning of Smeckday, 
director Tim Johnson tells the story 
of the multi-coloured, four-legged the 
Boov who in fear of Gog wander the 
the galaxy in search of a safe haven.

Earth is their choice and they 
clear it of humans except for Gratuity 
Tucci (voiced by the singer Rihanna). 
Searching for her mother (Jennifer 
Lopez) Gratuity and her cat, meet the 
Boov expeditionary force, commanded 
by Captain Smek (Steve Martin).

And they jump about happily ever 
after. Warning: take a junior along to 
clarify the plot.

PGHHHSFFV,

That Sugar Film

Sickening.  Absolutely sickening 
as actor/director/producer Damon 
Gameau meant his documentary 
to be.  It is also vastly entertaining 
through the appearances of Gameau 
who is game to try anything and 
frequently does including eating the 
equivalent of 40 tea-spoonsful of 
sugar a day for 60 days to get across 
his message: we eat too much sugar, 
most of it concealed not only in junk 
food and drink but in various health 

nourishments. And it takes us from 
bad to worse, that is, obesity.

Not quite a one-man documentary 
since it has cameo appearances by 
Hugh Jackman, Stephen Fry and 
Brenton Thwaites. 

Should be seen by all parents and 
their older children (younger children 
may be beguiled by the vivid lollipop 
images).

PGHHHHSFFV

Insurgent

Director Robert Schwentke takes 
control of the second slice of the 
franchise, inspired by Veronica Roth’s 
post catastrophe thriller located in 
Chicago.  There the Erudites led by 
Jeanine (Kate Winslet ) dominate a 
variety of factions as numerous as 
those of the ALP. 

The Dauntless faction is led by Tris 
(Shailene Woodley) and her close 
companion is Four (Theo James), his 
mother being played by a bewigged 
and surly Naomi Watts.  The chief 
goon of Jeanine’s pursuit squad 
is played another Australian, Jai 
Courtney. 

Computer generated images are 
more convincing than the dialogue 
and include a sequence in which Tris 
seems to wrestle with herself.

The ending would seem to 
preclude yet another sequel or a 
prequel.  It is as definite as a dumdum 
bullet – unless, of course, the main 
character involved is a hologram. 

MHHHNFFV.

Focus

Old masters do have their 
apprentices.  And Alfred Hitchcock 
has had his fair share. The latest are 
the writer/directors John Requa 
and Glenn Ficarra who use To Catch 
a Thief as their template. While they 
maintain Hitchcock’s gentleman’s 
preference for blondes by casting 
Margot Robbie in the Grace Kelly role 
they give the Cary Grant role to Will 
Smith.  

He plays Nicky Spurgeon a 
streetwise con-artist.  Robbie is Jess 
who having tried to con him joins 
him as they head for New Orleans 
and sequence of nifty pickpocketing 
among the Super Bowl crowds. 

Adrian Martinez lifts the movie as 
Spurgeon’s sidekick Farhad.  Robert 

Official 
Classifications key

G: for general exhibit ion; 
P G : p a r e n t a l  g u i d a n c e 
r e c o m m e n d e d  f o r 
persons under 15 years ; 
M 15+: recommended for 
mature audiences 15 years and 
over; MA 15+: restrictions apply 
to persons under the age of 15; 
R 18+: Restricted to adults,  
18 years and over.

Annals supplementary 
advice

SFFV: Suitable For Family Viewing; 
NFFV: Not For Family Viewing.
TBA:  classification to be 

announced
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of his father that she has difficult 
coping until a married neighbour 
(Suzanne Clement) befriends her and 
begins to soothe and educate the son 

The situation, however, begets 
a mix of emotions with inevitable 
consequences. When  Pilon as the 
son makes another run for freedom 
(or unruliness) he is also running to 
Hollywood stardom.

This is the kind of movie that is 
hypnotically watchable but also the 
kind that you don’t want to see again.

MA15+HHHNFFV 

The Age of Adaline

Blake Lively turns in a performance 
of superb style and assurance as 
Adaline Bowman, fated, after a 
lightning strike, to be 29 for eight 
decades of the 20th century.  Ellen 
Burstyn is her mother who keeps the 
secret as she changes identities and 
homes to avoid  authorities eager to 
examine her.

Michiel Huisman plays Ellis Jones, 
the philanthropist who courts her and 
takes her home to meet his parents 
(Kathy Baker and Harrison Ford). 

Here director Lee Toland Krieger 
conjures a startling surprise that gives 
the veteran Ford a chance to show 
that he retains a measure of his Hans 
Solo panache. 

Look out for Blake Lively and 
costume designer Angus Strathie 
among Oscar nominees. 

MHHHHNFFV.

Samba

As Disney releases yet another 
version of the Cinderella story, 
filmmakers Eric Toledano and Olivier 
Nakache take it back to its French 
origins in Perrault’s fairy tales by 
locating it in Paris. 

Not, however, oo-la-la Paris, its 
harsh underworld where illegal 
immigrants mainly from Africa seek 
work while trying to keep ahead of 
the authorities. 

Toledano and Nakache’s Cinderella 
is a burnt-out (term from the movie) 
executive. Alice, who as part of her 
rehabilitation is assigned to refugee 
welfare.  To the role Charlotte 
Gainsbourg brings her woebegone air, 
occasionally surprised by delight. 

Her prince – black prince – is 
Samba, a Senegalese kitchen hand 

such as Isabelle Hupert, William Hurt 
and Ciaran Hinds enter and exit as 
Eleanor parents and Conor’s father.  
Viola Davis turns her minor role as 
Eleanor’s friend into a major study in 
loyalty. 

The pace and the lugubrious 
ambience create the impression that 
the work is a satire on all the works, 
from Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet 
onward, that have provided variations 
on the theme of star-crossed lovers. 

In fairness it must be added that 
the movie is the third of a trilogy 
about the couple.  Its subtitle is Them 
and it is an edited version of Benson’s 
other movies Him and Her.  The title 
refers to the Beatles song but they do 
not appear.

MHHHNFFV.

Chappie 

Star Wars and Transformers have 
accustomed cinemagoers to robots.  
The title robot in director Neill 
Blomkamp’s thriller is of a different 
kind: he is nimble and quick and 
he thinks and feels emotion.  As a 
consequence, possibly unintended, 
international stars Sigourney Weaver, 
Hugh Jackman and Dev Patel as 
respectively security company CEO 
Michelle Bradley and rival designers 
Vincent Moore and Deon Wilson are 
reduced to being supporting players. 

Mix in Yolandi Visser as the 
mascot of a pack of local ferals and 
Blomkamp, co-writer Terri Tatchell 
plus cinematographer Trent Opaloch 
create a Johannesburg where anarchy 
rules.

On the basis of box-office takings, 
Chappie Mark II, III, IV and V 
may eventuate. Earplugs should 
be supplied; the decibel level is of 
industrial strength, even higher is the 
violence level. 

MA15+HHHNFFV.

Mommy

The title does little justice to the 
grievous scope of French-Canadian 
writer/director Xavier Dolan’s 
examination of social security in 
his native country which has laws 
permitting the summary detention of 
those deemed out of control.

Anna Dorval plays a widow.  
Antoine Olivier Pilon is her son so 
deeply disturbed by the sudden death 

Taylor makes fun of the Aussie 
Hollywood invasion by playing a 
millionaire more ocker than Crocodile 
Dundee. 

It’s fair to add that Requa and 
Ficarra are less subtle than their 
master in the bedroom sequences 
which establish that Smith has gone 
to the gym more than Grant, an ex 
circus performer ever did. 

MA15+HHHNFFV

Lucky Them

Ellie Klug is a journalist working 
for the rock magazine Stax whose 
editor assigns her to explore her own 
career and more specifically the dead 
or alive whereabouts of a legendary 
rock star whom she loved and lost.  
Director Megan Griffiths adds another 
facet to the quest by introducing a 
rich documentary maker, Charlie, who 
follows Ellie as she searches through 
the bars, dives and boondocks of 
Seattle.

Charlie, played by Thomas Haden 
Church, his wit as dry as sage brush, 
holds the movie together, giving Toni 
Colette as Ellie the chance to show 
her peerless talent for characters 
etched in a mix of optimism and 
acidic despair.  Oliver Platt makes 
an amiable but clenched fist of the 
editor, Giles. 

The legendary rock star?  He 
is discovered in surroundings far 
from glamour but close to where 
a significant number of rock stars, 
not least John Lennon, came.  To 
say more  would be to spoil the 
casting surprise provided by Griffiths 
and writers Huck Botko, Caroline 
Sherman and Emily Watchtel.  

The main producer credit goes to 
Joanne Woodward who provides a 
remembrance of her late husband, 
Paul Newman.

MHHHNFFV

The Disappearance  
of Eleanor Rigby

Even when she is up to her 
dimpled chin in clichés, Jessica 
Chastain can still contrive a beguiling 
performance.  She does as Eleanor in 
writer/director Ned Benson’s dark 
romance about a woman deeply 
affected by the death of a child.  

James McAvoy plays her bereft 
partner, Conor. Distinguished players 
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Mark West is the instructor 
and plays him with a Scots accent 
so authentic he might have been 
dubbed by Billy Connolly.  Samuel 
L Jackson gets to chew scenery like 
popcorn as the villain, a mobile phone 
trillionaire, with a Malthusian plot to 
save the world from itself. 

Director Matthew Vaughn’s 
mock-Bond thriller is based on a 
comic book. That is not as much 
of a stretch as it appears: the Bond 
movies themselves have evolved to 
comic status to such an extent that 
Ian Fleming scholars may wonder 
whether James Bond does not have 
a touch of Lord Snooty from the DC 
Thomson of Dundee comic The Beano. 

Caveat: the levels of violence 
particularly in a sequence of multiple 
mayhem go way beyond any comic-
book frame.  What should have been 
PG is as rated below.

 MA15+HHNFFV. 

Infinitely Polar Bear

Writer/director Maya Forbes 
has based her unruly comedy on 
childhood events.  Her anti-hero is 
Cam (Mark Ruffalo) who undertakes 
to look after his daughters while their 
mother (Zoe Saldana) retreats to 
improve her qualifications and their 
income.  

The result is what used to be 
called a screwball comedy but is now 
a clinical study (bi-polar disorder, 
hence the punny title).

MHHHNFFV.

Black Sea

Laid off from his job, a salvage 
expert played by Jude Law recruits 
a crew and leases a submarine for a 
different kind of salvage: a sunken 
U-Boat loaded with Nazi gold.

Director Kevin Macdonald uses 
his documentary skills to powerful 
effect in the Black Sea sequences 
where the crew, which includes Ben 
Mendelsohn as a malcontent, discover 
the undersea gold.

Their problem: how, in dire straits, 
do they get the gold home and turn it 
into retirement funds?  

MHHHNFFV.

Machine it continues to inspire 
movies.  The latest is the most 
ramshackle of the lot, surprising given 
that modern technology surpasses 
anything conceived by Wells.

It stars Johnny Weston as David, 
a high school student who discovers 
that his late father had invented 
a time machine.  With his friends, 
David proceeds to use it for purposes 
trivial and serious, the latter including 
time travelling to meet his long dead 
father. 

Director Dean Israelite succeeds 
better than intended in giving the 
impression that his comedy-drama is 
a home movie cobbled together for 
Tropfest or a similar event. 

  Wells, who debated with the 
likes of GK Chesterton, wrote a 
final work in despair at the doom of 
progressivism.  He called it, Mind at 
the End of Its Tether, a title that can be 
paraphrased to sum up this movie: 
Concept at the End of Its Use by 
Date. 

MHHHSFFV

Kingsman;  
The Secret Service

In Colin Firth’s turn as a secret 
agent, there is more of Patrick 
Macnee’s John Steed than Sean 
Connery’s James Bond.  In Taron 
Egerton he has a co-star able to 
shift from Cockney Artful Dodger 
to Leonardo DiCaprio lookalike.  As 
a secret service boss, Michael Caine 
does another movie for the rent, 
using the posh accent that has served 
him durably since his breakthrough 
in Zulu. 

with ambitions to hold the greatest 
title France can bestow: chef de 
brigade.  Omar Sy plays him with all 
the charm that made him the star of 
Les Intouchables, now being remade in 
Hollywood.

MHHHNFFV.

The Second Best Exotic 
Marigold Hotel 

The romantic comedy mix is as 
before, but this time it is stirred not 
shaken; stirred slowly to allow for an 
American guy called Guy Chambers 
(Richard Gere) to enter the Jaipur 
hotel run by Sonny Kapoor (Dev 
Patel) and take the eye of his mother 
(Lilete Dubey).

Tamsin Greig is added to the royal 
pensioners of the British film industry: 
Evelyn (Judy Dench), Muriel (Maggie 
Smith), Douglas (Bill Nighy), Norman 
(Ronald Pickup), Carol (Diana 
Hardcastle) and Madge (Celia Imrie)

 While Sonny seeks to expand 
his business, he is also involved in 
preparations for his wedding to Saina 
(Tena Desae).

 Director John Madden and his 
co-writer Ol Parker keep the merry-
go-round turning as the pensioners 
pair off in a style appropriate to 
a hotel, the full title of which has 
the addendum ‘for the Elderly and 
Beautiful’. 

 In his curry-on (ouch!) sequel 
Madden borrows plot elements from 
the TV series Fawlty Towers and the 
Bruce Beresford hit movie Driving 
Miss Daisy.  Madden’s India is about 
as real as a Hollywood small town 
movie or an Ealing comedy English 
village and reflects nostalgia for the 
raj.  

 If there’s another sequel, The Third 
Best Exotic Marigold Hotel, more care 
should be given to destroying the 
perception that the raj was English.  
Not so.  Scots, Irish and Welsh were 
involved. 

Enter Sean Connery, Brendan 
Gleason or Anthony Hopkins?  That 
said there is a self-limiting aspect to 
the franchise: the ancient editor who 
carries a scythe as symbol of office.  

PGHHHSFFV.

Project Almanac

One hundred and twenty years 
after HG Wells wrote The Time 

SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD NO. 85



A
nn

al
s

ANNALS AUSTRALASIA  43  MARCH 2015



ANNALS AUSTRALASIA  44  MARCH 2015

Cuomo has not only written off millions of New York Christians 
and Jews (among others) as unfit citizens, he has yanked the 

welcome mat from under half the nation’s population

CATHOLICS NOT WELCOME IN N.Y.
By George J. Marlin

 WAS BORN in New York 
State and have lived here 
for more than 61 years. 
During that time I have 
paid plenty in state and 
local taxes and have served 
the public in a number 

of capacities including two terms 
as Executive Director of the Port 
Authority of New York and New 
Jersey.

I am also a Catholic and 
a member of New York’s 
Conservative Party, have served on 
the transition teams of governors-
elect George Pataki (R) and 
Andrew Cuomo (D), and have been 
a member of Cuomo’s Council of 
Economic and Fiscal Advisors.

Yet despite my public service and 
the large chunk of my earnings that 
have gone to support New York’s 
governmental maze, according to 
Governor Cuomo, I should move 
out of the Empire State.

Why? Because I am pro-life, 
oppose same-sex marriage, and 
have doubts about Cuomo’s 2013 
hastily prepared gun legislation (the 
SAFE Act) that permits you to buy a 
gun with a 10-round magazine, but 
bans using more than seven shots if 
you need to defend yourself.

Here’s what Cuomo said this past 
Friday on ‘The Capital Pressroom,’ 
an Albany radio talk show, about a 
large segment of NY voters:

Who are they? Are they these 
extreme conservatives who are 
right to life, pro-assault weapons, 
anti-gay? Is that who they are? 
Because if that’s who they are and 
they’re the extreme conservatives, 
they have no place in the state of 

New York because that’s not who 
New Yorkers are.
In an unguarded moment, 

Governor Cuomo stated publicly 
what many on the Left have been 
privately thinking for years: that 
pro-life and pro-traditional marriage 
supporters are Ku Klux Klan-like 
bigots who should either shut up or 
get out.

Cuomo has not only written off 
millions of New York Christians 
and Jews (among others) as unfit 
citizens, he has yanked the welcome 
mat from under half the nation’s 
population, who, public opinion 
polls indicate, oppose abortion and 
same-sex marriage.

As for those who ‘have no place 
in the state of New York,’ the person 
at the top of that list must be the 
Archbishop of New York, Cardinal 
Timothy Dolan. That’s because 
Dolan has proudly followed in 
the footsteps of his predecessors 
who were unabashed defenders 
of Church teachings in the public 
square.

For instance, Cardinal Terence 
Cooke, NYC’s seventh archbishop 
(1968-1983), whose cause is being 
promoted for sainthood, publicly 
fought the passage of the state’s 
1970 liberal abortion bill. And the 
week Roe v. Wade was handed down 
by the Supreme Court, he issued 
a pastoral letter that was read in 
every parish condemning abortion 
as a ‘fundamental moral evil.’ Cooke 
inaugurated the annual Respect Life 
week and established ‘Birth Right,’ 
a service to help pregnant women 
who choose not to abort their 
babies.

As for ‘gay rights,’ every 
year Cooke opposed proposed 
legislation in New York’s City 
Council that would have amended 
the administrative code to outlaw 
discrimination due to ‘sexual 
orientation or affectional preference.’ 
You read that right.

A typical statement expressing 
the Church’s position, released by 
Cardinal Cooke in April 1978, reads:

If the bill has an underlying 
purpose, to advocate and gain 
approval of homosexual behavior 
and lifestyle, then there is no way 
in which the Catholic Church in 
the City of New York may find it 
acceptable. And there is no way in 
which we can remain silent on the 
issue.
The Catholic Church’s moral 

teaching differentiates between 
‘orientation’and ‘behaviour’ for both 
homosexuals and heterosexuals. 
While a person’s orientation is 
not subject to moral evaluation, 
there is no doubt that a person’s 
behaviour is subject to evaluation. 
Homosexual behaviour and an 
attendant homosexual life style is 
not in accord with Catholic moral 
teaching and is, in fact, harmful to 
all persons who become involved; 
heterosexuality is the norm for 
human behaviour.

And lest we forget, in the 
mid-1970s Cooke had an ally in 
his fight against abortion and gay 
rights: Mario Cuomo, father of the 
current governor.

The New York Times reported 
during Cuomo the Elder’s 
unsuccessful 1974 primary run for 
lieutenant governor thathesaid in 

exiles and reFugees
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a televised debate that ‘he would 
have voted against the 1970 law 
that relaxed abortion curbs in the 
state.’ The New York Daily News 
and the Post also reported that, 
in his unsuccessful 1977 run for 
mayor, Mario said he would veto 
a gay rights bill ‘that would give 
homosexual teachers the right 
to proselytize or advocate their 
lifestyle.’

I wonder if Governor Andrew 
Cuomo, a baptized Catholic 
and a graduate of Archbishop 
Molloy High School and Fordham 
University, will demand that 
Cooke’s cause for canonization be, 
well, aborted because the cardinal 
was an ‘extremist’ for defending 
the teachings of his Church. Will 
he ask his father, himself a former 
governor, to leave the state for 
having politically incorrect thoughts 
forty years ago?

By claiming that people who 
disagree with his cultural views 
‘have no place in the state of New 
York,’ Cuomo has joined those 
whom historian Richard Hofstadter 
described as ‘totalitarian liberals,’ 
people who employ illiberal means 
to achieve so-called liberal reforms.

Cardinal Dolan and the bishops 
of New York’s other eight dioceses 
have an obligation to respond and 
to condemn anyone – especially 
any Catholic public figure – who 
threatens those who adhere to 
Church doctrine.

Chicago’s Cardinal Francis 
George has predicted that he will 
die in his bed, his successor will die 
in prison, and his successor will die 
a martyr. We may not be quite there 
yet. But unless Church leaders and 
others act quickly and forcefully, 
Catholics and others of traditional 
moral views may find themselves 
not simply marginalized, but – if 
some politicians have their way – 
facing something very like exile in 
their own nation.

GeorGe j. marlin, Chairman of the Board of Aid to 
the Church in Need USA, is an editor of The Quotable 
Fulton Sheen andthe author of The American Catholic 
Voter.His most recent book is Narcissist Nation: 
Reflections of a Blue-State Conservative. © 2013 The 
Catholic Thing. All rights reserved. 
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