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'Truth 

Cannot Lie' 

11< 

HEN he offered 
the consecrated 
bread and wine 

_._____.-..,.*. to his disciples, 
he said, 'This is my body; this is 
my blood: We believe in him; so 
let us believe his words. Truth 
cannot lie. 

- St Gaudentius, Treatise .2 On the Eud,arisL

Gaudentius was a friend of St Ambrose of Milan, 
became bishop of Brescia in 397 AD: From the 
Roman Breviary, Office of Readings, Thursday 

in week 5 in Eastertide. 
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A PRAYER FOR 

EVERY PART 

OF THE DAY 

Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, 

Whose trust, ever childlike, no care could destroy, 

Be there at our waking, and give us, we pray, 

Your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of 

the day. 

Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith, 

Whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and 

the lathe 

Be there at our labours, and give us, we pray, 

Your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of 

the day. 

Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace. 

Your hands swift to welcome, your arms to 

embrace, 

Be there at our homing, and give us, we pray, 

Your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of 

the day. 

Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm, 

Whose voice is contentment, whose presence is 

balm, 

Be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray, 

Your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of 

the day. 

- Jan Struther 1901-1953
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DAILY MEDITATION 

THOUGHT FROM THE LITURGY OF THE DAY 

AUGUST 

1 Sun Week 18 Col 3:5 

When Christ your life is revealed, you 

wiU be revealed in all your glory with 

him. 

2 Mon Week 18 Mat 14:20 

By FATHER MICHAEL FALLON, MSC

8 Sun Week 19 Psalm 85:8 
I wiU hear what the Lord God has to 
say, a voice that speaks of peace. 

9 Mon Week 19 Ps 147:15
Praise the Lord. He ends his word to 
the earth. 

10 Tues Lawrence John 12:26 
If you serve me you will follow me. 
Where I am you also will be. 

l} Wed Clare Psalm 131:2 
I have set my soul in silence.

12 Thur Week 19 Ps. 119:135 
Let your face shine on your servant and 
teach me your will. 

13 Fri Week 19 Isaiah 12:3
With joy you will draw wacer from lhe 
wells of salvation. 

1 4 Sat Max Kolbe lJn 3:16They all ate as much as they wanted. 
We ought to lay down our lives for one 

Matd1ew 14:27 another. 3 Tues Week 18 

Take heart. It is I. Come to me across 

the water. 

4 Wed JnVianney Ezek 3:21

Warn them and if they abstain from sin 

they shall live. 

15 Sun Assumption Ps 45:10 
Listen, 0 daughter, heed my words: lhe 
king desires your beaury. 

16 Mon Week 20 Mat 19:16 
What must 1 do to have eternal life? 

20 Fri Bernard John 17:26 
May d1e love which you have for me be 
in dlem, so that I may be in tllem. 

21 Sat Pius X John 21:17

Lord you know all things, you know 
that I love you. 

22 Sun Week 21 Mat 16:18 
You are Peter, and on this rock I will 
build my Church. 

23 Mon Rose 2Cor 11:2 
I arranged for you to marry Christ so 
that I might give you away as a chaste 
virgin to this one husband. 

24 Tues Bartholomew Ps 145:18
The Lord is close to all who caU on him 
from their hearts. 

25 Wed Week 21 lJn 2:5
WboeYer keeps the word of Christ 
grows perfect in che love of God. 

26 Thur Week 21 lCor 1:9 
By calling you God has joined you to 
his Son, and God is faitllful. 

27 Fri Monica Luke 7:13 
When lhe Lord looked upon her he was 
moved with compassion. 'Do not weep: 
he said. 

28 Sat Augustine lJn 4:12 

5 Thurs Dominic lCor 2:9 1 7 Tues Week 20
As long as we love one another God 

Mat 19:24 will live in us. 
Eye has nor seen, nor ear heard, nor 
can the mind conceive what God has 

prepared for those who love him. 

6 Fri ']}ansfiguration 2Pec 1: 19 

A lamp for lighting a way through the 

dark, until the dawn comes and the 

morning star rises in our miJ1ds. 

7 Sat Week 18 Hab 2:4 

We live because of God's faithfulness. 

It is easier for a camel to pass through 
the eye of a needle than for a rich 
person to enter dle kingdom of heaven. 

18 Wed Week 20 Mat 20:16 
Why are you envious because I am 
generous? 

1 9 Thur John Eudes Mat 11:28
Come to me all you who labour and a.re 
overburdened and 1 will give you rest. 
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29 Sun Week 22 Luke 14:13
When you have a party, invite d1e poor. 

30 Mon Week 22 Luke 4:22 
They were all astonished by d1e gracious 
words drnt came from Jesus' lips. 

31 Tues Week 22 Ps 145:8 
The Lord is kind and tenderly compas
sionate, Jong suffering and abounding 
in love. 
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EDITORIAL 

<Unieformed opinion' and the clash of cultures 

THE WAR IN IRAQ: CAN IT STILL BE WON? 

N the footpath  
along Anzac Parade 
Kensington, NSW, 
only a few paces 
away  f rom the  
entrance to  NIDA 

�-=--��•..., [T h e  N a t i o n a l  
Institute of Dramatic Art] is painted in 
red: 'Now. Death to Amerika [ sic!].' On 
a telegraph pole about 200 yards away 
is a poster featuring a burning tyre and 
the word 'Riot'. 

These u n -Australian sentiments 
cannot be dismissed as adolescent 
pranks or sick undergraduate humour. 
They represent a backwash from the 
tunnoiJ that is afflicting the Middle East 
- and are driven by the disinformation
that emanates from that region. 

The world's media reported on June 
28, two days ahead of schedule, that 
at 10:26 a.m. Paul Bremer, the head of 
the Coalition Provisional Authority in 
Iraq had restored formal sovereignty to 
Iraq in a ceremony inside the heavily 
fortified area in Baghdad called the 
Green Zone. 

At a ceremony later, Dr. Aliawi, 
the Prime Minister, promised that 
'a national. unity and tolerance and 
brotherly behavior and spirit of peace 
and prosperity will prevail: 

Mr. Bremer said 'Anybody who 
has any doubt about whether Jraq is 
a better place today than it was I 4 
months ago should go down to see the 
mass graves in Hilla; where thousands 
of victims of Saddan1 Hussein's regime 
lie buried. 'Anybody who has seen those 
things that I have will know that Iraq is 
a much better place: 

When he was notified, in a note 
delivered to him in Istanbul, that power 
had been transferred, Mr Bush wrote on 
the note: 'Let Freedom Reign'. 

President Bush's grandiloquent 
gesture is a worthy one, but to whom 
did he addresss his words? Not to the 
new Iraqi government, for its power 

By PAUL STENHOUSE MSC PHD

over the Coalition forces, and even the 
Iraqi army and police, has yet to be 
tested. The Allawi government will be 
powerless without the cooperation of 
the multi-faceted religious and ethnic 
groups that make up the country. 
Will they listen to President Bush? All 
indications are to the contrary. Islamists 
are reported as saying 'God liberated 
us, not Mr Bush,'' and declare that they 
owe nothing to the coalition, and insist 
tbat the 'occupation' must be resisted. 

None but the most cynical would not 
wish that Mr Bush's wish be fulfilled, 
and that all Mr Allawi's promises 
become a reality in time, and that 

-1'1-lE.RL.. 11-lA15 \JHll..1' CUL1'1.l�E 
SHOULD LOOK 

LIKE.! 
---- '--

T
HE gender perspective of
radical feminism is easy to 

ridicule bur it must be ta.ken seri
ously. It attacks not only men but 
the institution of the family, it is 
hostile to traditional religion, it 
demands quotas in every field for 
women, and it engages in serious 
misrepresentations of facts. Worst 
of all, it inflicts great damage on 
persons and essential institutions 
in a reckless attempt to remake 
human beings and create a world 
that can never exist. As we will 
see, among the institutions being 
severely damaged by radical femi
nism are the Americ,m educational 
system and the American military. 
- Judge Robert H. Bork, S/oudiing towards

Como,·rah, Regan Books, 1996. 
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the incoming Iraqi Government be 
successful in preparing for the general 
elections scheduled within six months. 

Having said this, we have serious 
reservations about che future of any 
Western-brokered democracy in this 
tormented region. In fact, a much more 
difficult war against the myth of Saddam 
Hussein has yet to break out. Myths 
surrounding the 'heroic' deaths of Uday 
and Qusay Hussein may well be in the 
making'2 and during the recent court 
appearance of the dictator, some Iraqis 
watching the TV coverage expressed 
doubts that what they were seeing was 
real: 'That's not Saddam - the teeth 
and hair are all wrong. I heard that he's 
living on an island outside the country 
under US protection: one said.3 

Annals consistently opposed mUitary 
intervention in the region in 1990 and 
again in 2003, because elements in the 
war-equation seemed flawed, unrealistic 
and dangerous for the future of the 
whol.e Middle East 

Nothing tbat has happened [including 
the more tl1an 800 US military tragically 
killed by accident or hy treachery after 
major coalition operations ended on April 
14, 2003 and the war was declared by 
President Bush to be 'ended' on May 1) 
can be a surprise to anyone even vaguely 
conversant witl1 the history of the region. 

Iraq was not another Rwanda, where 
civil war, fuelled hy tribalism caused 
the death of more than one mill.ion 
people. When military intervention
would have helped the innocent Tucsis 
and the non-compliant Hurus, where 
were the interventionists? What calls 
for intervention to save these innocents 
were there in the world medfa? The LT 
was its usual impotent self, the US and 
the West, inexplicably stood by and let 
it all happen. 

If Iraq is to be free and democratic, 
this change in its direction must come 
from within: it cannot be imposed from 
without. Not even the might of the US 
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military can effect this change merely 
by ordering it. If the majority of Iraqis 
had genuinely opposed all Saddam 
Hussein's policies, they would have 
deposed him. Iraq's ancient and modern 
history is a saga of bloodshed and 
coups. How did Saddam Hussein cling 
to power when dictators before him 
were unseated? No one seriously thinks 
that all Iraqis wanted Saddam removed 
[his Takriti cronies least of all] but 
does the unsettled, not to ay chaotic 
situation that obtains roday indicate a 
chilling alternative: that in facr more 
people supported him than opposed 
him? The 'insurgents' di appear imo the 
population; they kill alleged informers 
and collaborators. They could not do 
this without popular upport. 

Iraq is a majority bi'ite tare 
dominated by a Sunni minority - as it 
has been, on and off. since rhe Seljuk 
Ttuks capwred Baghdad in 1055 AD. 
This worked well enough under the 
Sunni King. Feisal, the second son 
of the Sharif Husein of :Mecca, who
had been ws ed out of Syria by the 
French in 1920. His appointment was 
approved by the Council of State, 
and, interestingly, by a referendum in 
which the diverse ethnic and religious 
groups concurred. In August 1921 he 
became a constitutional monarch, with a 
representative democratic government. 
The Government of Iyad Allawi is not 
the first attempt at Iraqi democracy. 

King Feisal, almost alone of post
WWI Iraqi leaders was not deposed. He 
died of natural causes. His grandson, 
Feisal II, was less fortunate. He was 
butchered along with his family as 
recently as 1958, and his Prime Minister 
Nuri as-Said, suffered the same fate. 

King Feisal's death on September 
5, 1933. wa a tragic loss - coming 
as it did after the terrible [ and long
forgorcen] massacre of some 60,000 
Assyrian ChrLtians by Iraqi regular army 
o·oops and the subsequent loss of British
prestige in the region when the British
government failed to take action against
the perpetrators of the massacres whose 
leaders were well-known. ·Uninformed
opinion could not believe that the B1itish
would desert their friends in  time of
trouble; wrote Lieut. Col. R.F. Stafford
in his report4 on the massacres. As well,
there were u·ibal uprisings among Sunni
Arabs, Kurds and Shi'ites, and continuing
anti-British agitation. 

How to study 

ancient texts 

B
URCKHARDT rejected Berlin
for Basel. He would not emulale, 

or even accept, the authority of those 
he called the viri erudirissimi - the 
professors at the German universities. 
They insisted that one musl' always 
use the latest critical edition of a text, 
cite all the technical secondary liter
ature, read aJI the inscripcions and 
papyri that might offer evidence about 
such subjects as competitiveness in 
ancient Greece. Above all, the objec
tive scholar must always wield the 
bright new tools of source criticism 
which Niebuhr and others had forged. 
Confronted with a bright tapestry of 
myth and fact, like Herodorus" account 
of the Persian wars or Livy's history 
of Rome, the philologist should not 
appreciate it but unpick ir. reducing 
it to its original yarns by showing that 
the apparently coherent text was really 
a loose fabric of brightly colored 
stories, drawn by a late compiler 
from lose and often unreliable early 
sources. Burck.hardr, aware that no
single scholar could study alJ of Greek 
history in the intensive, critical way 
seen as vital by the viri eruditissinu; 
also knew soinethiog more significant: 
that the scholar who worked this way 
would miss vital aspects of the culrnre 
he hoped to cap tu re. 

The scholar must not handle 
aucient texts violently, tearing them 
into their tiny original shreds, but 
gently, trying to release their original 
flavor and cexcure. Many nineteenth
century scholars panicularly disliked 
Herodorns, whom they dismissed as 
gullible, over-imaginative, and unselec
Live. Burckhardt used him constantly. 
- Anthony Grafton, 'A Passion for the Past',
reviewing .i1ZSel in the Age of BurcMardt: A 

Stud.'! in Unseasona!>le Jt!ea.r. 
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World media, especially TV, suffers 
from the tyranny of time. Presenters 
need images and editors need stories -
and they need them now. So if bombs 
explode, cars are blown up, missiles are 
fired or there is a demonstration against 
the US and the coalition forces iJ1 Mosul 
or Kufa or Karbala or Baghdad there is 
no time for nouances and subtleties: cllis 
is presented as a sign of the disaffection 
of the Iraqis generally with the US and 
coafaion presence in Iraq. It may indeed 
be so, but caution is needed as Colonel 
Stafford warned in his work referred to 
above: 

'It bas a l  ways been easy in Iraq. 
by the spending of a few pounds, to 
organise great demonstrations of 
the riff-raff; in such demonstrations 
men of any substance are invariably 
conspicuous by their absence, but 10 
any uninformed stranger they look 
genuine ebullitions of popular feeling'. 
'Ebullitions' aside [ we would say 

'outbursts'] what was true of Iraq in 
1935 is clearly still true of the country 
in 2004. 'Uninformed strangers' abound 
and disinformation is seemingly grist for 
their media mill. 

The lessons of the 1991 war 
waged by the US under Bush senior 
[ostensibly on behalf of Kuwait) seem 
not to have been learnt. Pandora's 
supply of boxes seems endless. And 
yet again they are being opened. I 
say 'yet again' because the on-going 
blood-bath that has been unleashed 
in north Africa, especially in Algeria, 
in the aftermath of Desert Storm, has 
its roots in the frustration of many 
North African Muslims at the apparent 
continuing US and Western support of 
corrupt regimes in the region - Syria, 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait - and apparent 
indifference to the concerns and 
feelings of ordinary Muslim people. 

In the mad rush to get the 'news' of 
the latest outrage perpetrated against 
or by the coalition forces on to the teUy 
each night, no commentator seems to 
have noticed that whereas in Saddam 
Hussein's Iraq religious fanaticism 
was discouraged and punished often 
brutally, fanatics are thick on the streets 
of Baghdad now that Saddam is no 
more. In place of the secular state that 
Iraq was under the Ba'ath Party, we hear 
strident calls for an Islamic state and 
they threaten to drown out muted calls 
for democracy urged on the new Iraqi 
Government on June 28. 
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When a 14-Year-Old Went to 
His Martyrdom 

Father Marcial Maciel Recalls Death ef lose Sanchez de! R{o 

S
EVENTY-SIX years after the fact, Father Marcial faciel,
founder of the Legionaries of Christ, still has a vivid 

memory of the martyrdom of his young friend Jose Sanchez 
del Rio. 

The Holy See today promulgated the decree recognizing the 
martyrdom of the 14-year-old Mexican adolescent, who died 
killed on Feb. 10, 1928. 

Father Maciel explains in the book Clzrist Is My Life ( ophia
Institute Press) how his vocation was influenced by the wicnes 
of Jose, who lived in a nearby village in the state of Michoacan. 

Marcial Maciel's family had to leave their home in Cotija 
because of the persecution and discriminatory laws unleashed 
against Catholics. 

Maciel, then 7, recalls how Jose invited him to run away ,v;ch 
him to join the 'Cristeros; Catholic rebels who opposed rhe 
central government's impositions. 

'He was captured by the government forces, which desired 
to set an example to the civilian population supporting the 
Cristeros; Father Maciel recalled. 

Jose 'was asked to deny his faith in Christ, under pain of 
death. Jose rejected the apostasy. His mother was transfixed 
with grief and anguish, but encouraged her son; he added. 

They skinned the soles of his feet and forced him tO walk 
thsough the town toward the cemetery. He cried and moaned 
from the pain, but did not give in. Every now and then they 
stopped and said: 'If you cry "Death to Christ the King" we 
will spare your life. Say "Death to Christ the King." Bur he 
answered, "Hail, Christ the King'� 

Father Maciel continued: 'Already in the cemetery, before 
shooting him, they asked him for the last time if he wanted to 
deny his faith. He did not do so and was killed right there. He 
died crying out with many other Mexican martyrs, "Hail, Christ 
the King!" ' 

'These are indelible images in my memory and in the 
memory of the Mexican people,' the priest added, 'although 
there is not much taJk about it in the official history.' 

Before the US moved against Iraq 
did it ponder what happened when 
Britain was awarded a Mandate over 
the country in 1920 in the wake of the 
settlements after WWI? There was a 
bloody insurrection led by Sunni tribal 
sheikhs, and the pot was stirred by the 
Shi'ite mujtahids of Najaf and Karbala. 
Does all that sound familiar? In recent 
days FalJujah in the Sunni triangle north 

of Baghdad has offered stiff resistence 
to the coalition forces, and militia 
sympathetic to Muqtada as-Sadr have 
led to fighting in the twin Shi'ite cities 
of Naja f and Karbala. 

The su·ong anti-British feeling, and 
agitation that characterised the hisrory 
of Iraq until the Second World War 
broke out, has been replaced by strong 
anti-US feeling, and violent agitation 
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against US occupation of Iraqi territol)',
But the same elements are present now
as then: Nationalist feelings at a grass
roots level, Islamic suspicion of non
Muslims, a proliferation of Muslims 
sects, and unresolved conflict between 
Kurds, A.t·abs, Persians and Turks whose 
roots Lie in the distant past. 

From its foundation on the ruins 
of the legendary Persian capital of 
Ctesiphon around 762 AD, until it was 
conquered [apparently with help from 
Imami Shi'ites] by the Mongols and
the Sunni Caliphate came ro an end 
in 1258 AD, Baghdad had consistently
been regarded as the true religious and 
political capital of the Muslim world.

Memories of that former greatness 
linger, and undoubtedly feed the 
zenophobia and anti-Western feeling of 
some of the Islamist factions that are at 
che forefront of opposition to the setting 
up of what they would regard as a 
puppet government in Iraq. They are all 
coo aware that Lebanon, with Western 
approval, has a puppet government 
conu-olied by the Syrians. 

The Iraq the new government has 
inherited, is believed to have enough 
weapons to arm every one of its 24 
million inhabitants. Civilians have access 
ro rocket-propelled grenades, mortars 
and bombs as well as explosives. 
According to media reports quoted 
last year, 'the 3rd Infantry Division 
has already come across more than 2.5 
million small-arms rounds, 50,000 heavy 
machine guns, 10,000 grenades, 50,000 
rocket-propelled grenade rounds and 
nearly 20,000 mines in Baghdad. This is 
only che beginning.'5 

The problems facing Iraq are not 
in urmountable, but they have been 
exacerbated, despite the evident good
wilJ of President Bush and the American 
people, by tl1e presence of foreign 
o·oops on Iraqi soil.

L-aq will not be the death of America,
but unless cooler and better-informed 
heads prevail Iraqi resistance may cause 
our principal ally more harm post-war, 
than Saddam Hussein and his 

� Fedayeen and Republican Guard · 
could achieve pre-war. 

1. Jeffrey White and Michael SchmidmaJT. ·Resistance in 
lrac1: Middle East Quarlm.!f Fall 2003. 

2. Ibid. 
3 .  Dan Morphy, •Hussein"s defiant day in Coun; .7"he 

C/vistian Sciena flionitor. July 2, 2004. 
4. Tl,e Tr",,""/y oftheAtsyrians, [no ptjblisher givenJ 1935.
5 .  Rachel Stohl. The Chri.uian Science MonitQr, 'May 28,

2003. 
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ANTI-CATHOLICISM 

Bogus scholarship resurrects the Gnostic Gospels 

LEONARDO A LA DAN BROWN 

HE red-haired chap on 
Jesus's right in Leonardo 
da Vinci's mural The Last 
Supper is not a chap at 
all, but a sheila. He/she 

�"' is ce1tainly not John the 
-"""''---"""'"..:a* Evangelist, the beloved 
discip.le, as conventional thinkers claim. 
AJI self-respecting heretics know it's 
actually Mary Magdalene, who allegedly 
married Jesus. Their daughter Sarah, 
named for the wife of Abraham, is 
presumably at home with the baby-sitter 
- possibly her grandmother. 

This is the central premise of The 
da Vinci Code by Dan Brown, a prodig
ously best-selling and almost sublimely 
fatuous action thriller. Close to 8 million 
copies have been sold. A movie is to be 
made for release next year. I don't expect 
Mel Gibson to participate but the New

Ytirk Times, which has already reviewed 
the book enthusiastically, may love it. 

The big box office element of the 
novel is its assault on the Catholic 
Church. Central to the plot is an ancient 
secret society dedicated to battle against 
the domination by men of a church 
Jesus and its effective co-founder, Mary 
Magdalene, intended for men and 
women equally. 

The thriller structure is rndimen
tary and derivative. The hero, Robert 
Langdon, tweedy professor of iconog
raphy and religious art at Harvard, is 
on the run from killer bad guys in the 
company of a beautiful girl. Hitchcock? 
John Buchan? Almost everybody. 

Ac the end of The da Vinci Code 
Langdon, having laid no hand on her, 
makes an assignarion with Sophie some 
months ahead. Probably nothing will 
come of it. Sophie i a direct descendant 
of Jesus and Mary Magdalene and this is 
not a family Harvard men lightly offend. 

The only character witb a semblance 
of life and, paradoxically, colour is a 
giant albino assassin. He is employed 
by Opus Dei, whjch pursues possession 
of the remains of Mary Magdalene so it 

By FRA..'.K DE\1NE 

can blackmail a new pope with whom it 
is at odds. Needles co ;ay, the Church 
will stop at nothing co pre,·enc the u·uth 
about Mary Magdelene coming out. 

The albino assassin is a giveaway. 
All good Catholic know Opus Dei is 
tolerant of assassins but hard on albinos. 

To confu-m thi I parked for a couple 
of days outside Cre con, the Opus Dei 
women's college at the UniYersity of 
New South Wales (a \'igil foreshort
ened by plai.nclothes police who found 
my reasons for being there un atisfacro
rily complex). Sure enough. the comers 
and goers were all tan or pinkish. ot 
an albino among them. 

The only sinister. aHassin-like figure 
turned out ro be Les �lurra,·. the ruddy
comp.lected poer.. who sometimes gives 
readings at Cresron. 

Theda Vinci Code is eas, t0 mock but 
for a sex-free trash no..-el t0 have such 
phenomenal sales is cause for unease. 

Brown is leading practitioner of a 
dangerous new genre--popular fiction 
featuring a fictional guru who makes 
oracular pronouncements on real 
issues. In da Vinci it's Robert Langdon 
rubbishing Catholic beliefs. In the 
disaster movie. The Day After Tomorrow, 
Ian Holm, playing a climatologist, spouts 
nonsense about global warming - and, 
being an accomplished actOr, makes it 
sound plausible. 

Brown's anack on the Catho.lic 
church, under the cover of an airport 
novel, is clearly intended to cause 
damage. He asserts, for example, that 
its chauvinist abandonment of the 
'sacred feminine' makes nonsense of 
the church's moral positions on sex. 

Brown's reliance on Leonardo for 

<;My enemies laid a snare
for my steps 

My soul was bowed down. 
"They dug a pit in my path, 
but fell into it themselves' 

- Psalm 56(57) verse 
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'evidence' is preposterous. The painter 
was a pran.k.ish homosexual. Who knows 
what mates he invited to supper, or 
which one was red-haired and effemi
nate-looking? 

Brown sees portents of Church 
patriarchisro in Leonardo's depiction 
of St Peter with his right hand raised. 
Through his spokesman, Langdon, he 
concludes Peter is about to slosh Mary 
Magdalene. 

He casts doubt on the Catholic belief 
in transubstantiation, with the opaque 
reasoning that everybody at Leonardo's 
table has his own wine glass, not just 
Jesus. Nor is there a metal goblet to 
become the Holy Grail. 

When he dl'ags himself away from The 
Last Supper, Brown's scholarship is even
more bogus. His book title is based on 
a non-existent surname.The artist's full 
name is Leonardo. From Vinci. Brown 
believes British knights are addressed 
as Mister. A cursory check of his refer
ences took an hour with Google. I doubt 
Brown probed much deeper. 

His principal source is the Gnostic 
gospels, which are among the accounts 
of Jesus·s life excluded as unauthentic by 
the Council of Nicea, attended in AD 
325 by some 300 bishops and scholars. 

Alas, Theda Vinci Code probably has 
more contemporary readers than the 
Nicene Creed, and will certainly give 
anti-Catholicism a lift. 

Brown's next novel is to be about 
the Masons. Maybe I'll enjoy that more. 
Alternatively, I could make my own 
fortune from tl1e counterfeit guru genre 
by recasting history in a badly-wTitten 
thriller. A number of people have

� said awfully nice things about 
Hitler and Stalin. Great theme! 

FMNK l)f.l'INE is a columnist for The Aus/ralian 
which once he edited, and for Quadram Magazine. 
A New ZA;aland -born journalist and long-cerm resi
dent in Australi� Frank has (l disLinguishcd service 
record on various l_iterary fronts in this country 

and overseas. This article first appeared in The 
Au.J'hYl!ia11 �tiday October 3, 2003. 
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CATHOLIC CULTURE 

In search o
f 

reconciliation and forgiveness 

THE MARTYRDOM OF IVOLO KELETO 

r-.....,..._-""""'
,--

,,,...._"""""....., HEN I rn et 
lvolo Keleto 
for the first 

• time, he had
ju s t  b e e n

� baptized. He 
__ :,,-..._ ___ 11>.1.,.,,.,* • was at that 
time a handsome young man of twenty
five, with a fine physique which made 
him tower above his feUows, who tend 
to be short. He had a bronzed, powerful 
chest that stood out like the breastplate 
of a suit of armour; and his bearing was 
full of natural dignity. He walked with 
an elastic tread, and held his head high. 
For ail that, his features were not partic
ularly distinguished: he had a flattened 
nose, wide, tbjck lips, and protuberant 
forehead. But the eyes that gazed out 
beneath were ardent, full of life and 
fire, and hjs whole face bore an expres
sion of innate nobility. 

And in fact, Ivolo carne from a line 
of chiefs. He was living at chat time in 
the village of Kone, which was built on 
the saddle of a lofty mountain ridge 
dividing the Fuyughe and Tawade 
countries. But while the Fuyughes, after 
more than twenty years of preparation, 
were then on the point of being finally 
and completely converted, the Tawades 
were still sunk in all the horrors of 
the vast pagan night: abductions, rape, 
raids on enemy villages attended by all 
the most bestial forms of violence and 
bloodshed, grisly banquets of human 
flesh, the slaughter of babies and old 
people - all these things were for them 
perfectly normal occurrences. 

The inhabitants of Kone, although 
they belonged to che Fuyughe group of 
tribes, maintained close relations with 
their Ta wade neighbours because of their 
position. 'TI1ey had entered into aUiances 
with the surrounding villages, either for 
warlike expeditions or because of man·i
monial exchanges, or because they felt 
the need to protect themselves from the 
brutal incursions of more distant tribes. 

By ANDRE DUPEYRAT, M C

Father Andre Dupeyrat was but one 
of an heroic band of mainly French 
and Swiss Missionaries of the Sacred

Heart who laid the foundations of 
the Catholic Church in Papua New 
Guinea. These missionaries banled 
malaria, black-water fever and a 
hostile terrain to bring knowledge 
of God's love revealed in Jesus Christ 
to the people of Papua New Guinea. 
How successfully they laboured can 
be judged from the vibrancy of the 
faith of the present-day descendants 
of those first Papuans with whom 
the missionaries lived and worked 
in the latter part of the nineteenth 
century. The story of lvolo Keleto is 
excerpted from Father Dupeyrat's 
account of his early years among the 
people of PNC - Mitsinari.

For that reason, they still hared the 
savage customs of their friends when 
these customs had almost vani heel from 
the rest of the Fuyughe terrirory. 

From adolescence onwards, frolo 
had shown himself to be a -uperb and 
dauntless warrior. His strength, ru skill 
in handling the long war spear and the 
great black bow of ironwood. his imel
ligence and audacity, his verve and 
his rank, all had invested him with an 
authority which won him a far-flung 
renown. At twenty-five, be proudly 
exhibited a cord in which had been 
tied some thirty knots, so that all could 
see how many men and women he had 
killed. There was nothing, however, co 
show how often he had taken part in 
cannibal feasts. 

When, in 1927, Father Norin and 
Father Bachelier came t0 Kone, during 
one of their long apostolic journey 
through the entire territory undertaken 
at the behest of che inhabitants who 
had begun to ask co be baptized, lvolo 
watched their least gesture, weighed 
every word they uttered, and did not 
miss a single one of the instruction 
periods and ceremonies, including mass 
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and the erection of a cross in the village. 
After tl1at visit, people noticed that he 

had changed. He no longer showed the 
same enthusiasm for the old customs 
which the missionaries had denounced 
as evil. Without being one officially, he 
behaved like a catechumen. Sometimes, 
of his own accord, during tl1e evenings 
spent in the communal hut, he expati
ated on the new doctrine. 

Then came the moment when Kone 
was faced with an insoluble dilemma, 
and Ivolo was among the chiefs and 
old men called to a special council to 
di cuss it. 

The leading chief of a nearby Tawade 
,·Wage had delegated six of his men to 
carr_1· a royal present to the people of 
Kone as a sign of his friendship and the 
continuing strength of their alliance. 
The present consisted of human thighs, 
smoked and ready to be eaten. 

In former days, such a present would 
ha,-e been che signal for great joy in the 
village - cries, songs, dances, eulogies of 
the giver, and a banquet with his gifts. 
Xow, howeve1; everything had changed. 
Kone was coming into the Christian 
fold. Already, several of the villagers had 
been baptized. All, men and women, 
were catechumens or, like lvolo, consid
ered themselves as such. As a result, the 
entire village had renounced its former 
·e,il Customs'.

·if we eat this flesh; said one old
chief -we are committing a mortal sin, 
Therefore. we will become enemies of 
our Father, God, and when we die we 
will go to hell, we will never see His 
face, we will be for ever in misery ... ' 

'And if we do not ear it; retorted a 
younger man, 'the Tawades will take 
our refusal for a grave insult and a 
breaking-off of our alliance. They will 
cake up arms, and catch us by surprise, 
and kill us aJJ. That is tl1eir way.' 

In the safety of the communa.l 
hut, the debate raged at length on 
this problem. What were they to do? 
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Become enemies of G-Od and ri k hell 
or enemies of che Tawades and risk 
being massacred? 

Perhaps. someone suggested, chey 
could accepc the mournful gifts and bury 
them. ThaL coo. was impossible. The 
Tawade emissaries were lhere, waiting 
chemse!Yes to take part in the feast. 

Then. perhaps they could give the 
present co the pigs. Yet that, too, was 
ruled our. The horrible morsels had to 
be consumed in whole or in part by 
actual representatives of the u-ibe. 

There seemed to be no possible way 
out. Suddenly, someone thought of a 
solution. 

'The missionaries cold us that the 
little children, who do not know what 
they are doing, do not commit sins. 
Therefore, lee the Tawades give their 
present to our children. They will be 
content. For they will see thac we are 
depriving ourselves of something which 
they consider excellent. so that, through 
the� ow· children shall become su-ong. 
We can give the rest to our pigs, by 
explaining that we want t0 see them 
big and fac as well. Then, as a friendly 
gesture, we can kill a pig and give it to 
the Tawades to take back with them. 
There, they will sing our praises, and 
our Father, God, will not be angry 

The whole council approved the 
plan, including lvolo. It was put into 
execution, and the Tawades returned 
home delighted. But lvolo was not quite 
happy about the com1cil's casuistry. (It 
shows, nevertheless, how mistaken are 
those people who imagine that primi
tive peoples are incapable of refleccion.) 
DiscussioJ1S started up once more, and 
it was decided that a delegation would 
leave at once for Fane Jes-Roses, where 
the missionaries were living, to get a 
ruling on the matter. Ivolo was to be the 
spokesman. 

Two days later he plunged the 
missionary into considerable embar
rassmenc when, itcing on the veranda 
with his companions, he explained the 
nature of the problem. But the former 
was ove1joyed when the speaker added: 

'Father, baptize me. My bean has been 
longing for the baptism for so many 
moons! ... I want to be a child of God� 

A year late,; lvolo, having thoroughly
renounced his past ways, was baptized 
as lvolo Ke1eco. 

He was not comenc, however, to be 
merely a good Christian. He begged to 
be allowed to become a 'Kis' or care-

On July 4, 1885 Mass was offered for the first time on the soil of Papua New Guinea by 
Father [later Bishop) Henri Verjus l\fSC f1860-18921. This is a pen sketch of the site of the 
first Mission station where tht> Mass was celebrated. The sketch is almost certainly by Father 

Qarer Archbishop) Louis Couppe (1850-1926). 

chumen, not only t0 teach his own 
people and keep them on the right path. 
but above all so thal he could carry the 
holy word to the Tawades. 

arnrally, hi reque t was ac once 
and gladly granted. 

Unfortunately, he was not able co 
remain for long at Kone. For extremely 
complicated family reasons he was 
obliged co cake up residence among his 
mother's tribe, the Woitape. There, he 
became the head 'Kis'. 

The Woitape was a tribe of the 
Ononghe district. That vast district, 
founded in 1913 by an amazing 
missionary, Father Dubuy, lay at the foot 
of the central mountain range, in the 
wide, open, grassy valley of the Upper 
Vanapa. The Woitape villages were situ
ated in this vaUey, near the source of the 
swift-running river, and near a projecting 
strip of Tawade territory. The main 
mission station, Ononghe, lay further 
down the valley on a powerful spur 
which overlooked the whole region. 

To reach Ononghe from Fane 
involved a seemingly endless journey. In 
actual fact, i[ took two days, but one had 
to climb almost constantly to a height of 
some six rhousand feet, along a moun
tain track cur by Father Dubuy, using 
picks and dynamite, around a hundred 
rocky ourcrops. At the end of d1e climb, 
one found oneself on the very sulllillit 
of the cenu·aJ range .. 
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1\velve years after the episode of 
the human thighs in Kone, fresh casks 
called me our once more on the route to 
Ononghe. On the upward climb, J was 
accompanied all the way by a silvery 
bell-like sound, which seemed to come 
from under the ground. lt co11sisted of 
three or four notes, casually scattered 
like tiny enchanted bells, in a tone of 
gentle, resigned melancholy ... It wa 
the song of che pretty liccle toad called 
Toundule, which seemed co greet the 
traveller on his wa). 

Ali.er that came the long descent into 
the Vanapa valley. down a labyrinthine 
jungle path bordered here and there 
with clump of pandanus trees, like 
giant candles with long green flames, 
which were characteristic of the high 
regions. I was by then just putting one 
foot autornaticaliy in front of the other: 
but the an-iva1 dispelled all my fatigue. 

The infrequent voyager who 
ventured through the region was, in 
fact, bound to srop and ask himself if he 
had not fallen victim ro a mirage when, 
mrning a wide and level section of the 
track, he first saw the mission station 
of Ononghe. 'One was prepared for 
anything, in that wild landscape, except 
to encoumer the little plateau perched 
aL the tip of a mountain spur, with its 
impeccable, parallel rows of houses, and 
towering over them, the proud church 
with its tall, square tower, bound with 
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iron and surmounted by a belfry and a 
cross ... 

Ar rhat period, however, the impres
sion one had on first arriving at Ononghe 
of having stumbled into some garden of 
Eden was soon dispelled by contact with 
rhe natives. I had scarcely had time to 
shake hands with Father Dubuy, when he 
led me to see a man who 1.ay dying beside 
a small fire in one of the clean, new 
houses. I bent over him, and the sudden 
shock made my heart miss a beat. It was 
Ivolo Keleto ... Some of the Woirape men 
had brought him to the mission two days 
earlier, in a lamentable state. Throughout 
that night be had been delirious. In his 
convulsions, he had thrown himself on 
to the fire, giving himself severe bw·ns 
in addition to his earlier wounds. Blood
stained dressings swathed his neck, chest 
and back, his left thigh and pare of his 
right leg. For the time being, he seemed 
to be unconscious. 

Bending nearer, I spoke softly in his
ear a few words in the Fuyughe language. 
At once his eyes opened, eyes that were 
haggard and a little frightened. 

'Vlbo is speaking patave, who is 
speaking my own native language? .. : 
he stammered. 

In the Ononghe country, the 
language is 'substantially the same as 
that spoken in Fuyughe territory, but 
the accent is different. Patave is the 
fuyughe language spoken with the 
accent of the 'lower peoples' - that is to 
say, the inhabitants of the Auga valley, 
in which, on opposite slopes, both Fane 
Jes-Roses and Keleto's village of Kone 
are situated. 

I smiled at him. 
1t is your Father - don't you recog

nize me?' 
He stared up at me intently. Then 

he seized and pressed my hand, closed 
his eyes, and his whole frame relaxed. A 
faint smile played over his lips with tl1e 
small trickle of blood at one comer. 

'So you have come?' he whispered. 'I 
am going to die. Tell all the other "Kis" 
down below that it was the Tawades who 
killed me. I wanted tO keep Yesu u'Maino, 
the Peace of Jesus. They struck me, and I 
am going to die. Be sure most of an to 
tell my dear friend, the "Kis" Keleto of 
Idou: "He who bears your name, lvolo 
Keleto, 'Kis' of the \Voitape, is dead:'' 

He stopped, exhausted; tl1en sighed, 
and went on: 

'My whole body is full of pain, but 
my heart is glad .. . I am dying for my 

Father Jules Chevalier, 1824-1907, founder 
of die Congregation of the Missionaries 
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, and of the 

Daughcers of our Lady of the Sacred Hean. 

Father, God . . Soon I shalJ see Hi;; 
Face ... ' 

His voice grew stronger. Once more 
his eyes shone with their former ardour 
and self-confidence. 

'You know our customs; he wem on. 
'When my people hear of my death., they 
will weep, and then they will cake up 
arms to avenge me. I do not wa111 that 
... Go, and tell them the last words of 
their chief, the "Kis" Keleto, were these: 
"l forbid any revenge ... I forgive every· 
thing ... Let them pray for my soul and 
let them all be children of our father.

God .. " 

He had propped himself up on 
one elbow, in his blood-stained band
ages. But now he fell back, completely 
exhausted by the effort, by the extraor
dinary exertion of a Christian will 
which, even at the moment of death, 
criumphed over the old and powerful 
pagan atavism. He grimaced with pain, 
raised one hand to his wounded neck, 
strained to get more air, and sank into a 
sort of coma. He had received extreme 
unction the previous evening. I gave 
him a benediction, and went out. 

It was then that Father Dubuy told 
me che story of his martyrdom. 

Some fifteen years earlier, 
Government patrols were carrying 
out a campaign in the neighbourhood 
of Ononghe, in particular against the 
Woicape tribe who were stilJ unsubju
gated. To meet tlie threat of the British 
rifles, the Woitape called on a tribe 
of Tawacles at Sopou, who were their 
friends and all.ies, to aid them. The 
Tawade warriors arrived, but tlie white 
man had the greater force on his side. 
They were compelled to submit. The. 
Tawade , however, did not return home. 
To re"·ard them, the "\Voltapes had ceded 
co them the use of several vegetable 
plocs. so chat they could grow their own 
food. And mere they settled down. 

Lacer. the Woitapes, converted by 
father Du buy, became Christians. The 
Tawade group, living a short distance 
away, had just begun co follow suit. Alas, 
human nacure sometimes has a terrible 
way of reasserting itself1 

Aerial view of the Motherhouse of the Missionaries of the Sacred Hean in Issoudun, France. 
The Basilica of Our Lady of the Sacred Hean has long been a popular desrjnation for many 

thousands of pilgrims who come to honour the Mocl1er of Cod. 
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I n  the end. and nOL without some 
justice, the Woicape; began to feel that 
their former allie� \\ ere an encum
brance: and the�-could not bring them
selves to hand o,·er permanently the 
lands which the� - had originally merely 
leor to them. Their proximity gave rise 
to much friction. 

ThITT it was that four days earlier an 
excned band of armed Tawades had 
burst inco the Woltape viUage in which 
the catechist Ivolo Keleto lived. Hurling 
insults and brandishing their spears, 
they stopped in the central clearing, 
accused the inhabitants of having 
st0len and killed several of their pigs, 
and threatened that if they received 
no payment, they would massacre the 
entire village. 

The Woitapes, who were innocent, 
grew angry. They were a bot-blooded 
tribe. At once the young warriors leapt 
to their spears, and the rumour of 
war mounted over the village. At that 
point, conscious only of his duty as 
a messenger of peace. the former war 
chief Ivolo Keleto. advanced towards 
the frenzied Tawades. demanding that 
they listen to che words of peace with 
which he, as catechise. felt bound to 
greet them. In a trice, the Tawades had 
surrounded him. half-crazed at the pros
pect of spilling blood. They seized him, 
and while one scout warrior pinnioned. 
his arms behind his back. anothe1; step
ping back a cou pie of paces, drove a 
spear full into his face. 'Tt entered by 
the mouth, breaking the teeth, and 
emerging at the back of the neck. 
Another spear transfixed his left thigh, 
another his right leg. A blow from a n  
axe cut a deep gash i n  h.is back. He fell: 
and around him, a furious battle began 
between the viJlagers and the Tawades, 
who now beat a. retreat. 

There were, however, no other 
deaths. lvolo Keleto was, as he himself 
had said. the only victim. 

On the morning of my departure 
from Ononghe. the former savage, the 
former war leader who had gloried 
in killing and had eaten human flesh, 
but had now become a Christian, an 
apostle and martyr. wenr to offer a fine 
red garland to 'his Fathe1� God; 

�so that the 'Peace of Jesus' might · 
indeed reign. . 

FATHER A.N1>Rt DUrtYRAT \f C was a missionary 
who worked amongst the people of the fuyughc 
mounrnins in New Guinea. 
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CATHOLIC CULTURE 

The elderly can still have their dreams 

THE CONSOLATION OF GROWING OLD 

Proclaim this great song aloud 
17iat all £he world may hear: 
God lias to me Himself endowed 
l½tli sweet music far mine ear. 

Publish then this news abroad 
For every eye to see 
That once J visited the Lord, 
But now He visits me. 

HESE thoughts came 
to me after the acolyte 
bad brought me Holy 
Communion for the 
ftftietb time. . . to make a 
verse in thanks! Getting 
old is something I've 

had to accept as I am now 82 verging 
on 83 years and have been on the sick 
list for over 14 months. 

It's been said that you've reached the 
oldie stage when your adult children 
start talking to you as if you were a 
child and, worse, treating you like one. 

Thankfully that hasn't yet happened 
co me and gratefully I have lived to hear 
my grandchildren address me as 'Poopy 
without any of the affection tinged by 
puppy love. As an extra consolation 
I have seen my great grandchildren, 
though they are perhaps wondering 
where I fit into the family scheme of 
things. 

There is much for which I thank 
God ... not the least that He granted me 
a wife who has endured all my faults 
for 58 years and shared with me a Faicl1 
that gives so much comfort. 

Another consolation is that old 
age takes you, I suspect in most cases, 
beyond the temptations of the world 
and the flesh, though I still cock a 
weather eye out for the devil. 

If I do have doubts they would be 
about the Church - why has She had 
to endure present scandals. Then I 
remember history and that even St 
Paul had to remind people of his time 
that the individual was not the Church 
- and, of course, I've enough of my

ByKEr SCULLY 

own sins wimout passing judgmem on 
others. 

To back up that stance I recall 
what Cardinal Newman wrote in his 
'Meditations and Devotions': 

"O my Lord Jesus, lee me never 
forget that thou hast escabli bed on 
earm a kingdom of thine own, that the 
Church is thy work, t11y establishment. 
thLne instrnment., that we are under che\
ru.le, that where the Church speaks, tho� 
dost speak. Let not familjaricy with this 
wonderful truth lead me co be in5en
sible to it - let not the weakness of th\· 
human representatives lead me to forg�t 
that it is thou who dost speak and act 
through them:' 

As the body slows down and ome

times the spirit seems sluggish you

think you glimpse the end - buc like 
St Augustine with his chastity you pra�·
'not yet. Lord, not yet'. 

Fitting i .n with Joel and bis prophe� 
you accept as a young man you ha...-e
had your visions and as an old one are 
grateful that you still have your cl.ream5. 

You look back on your life and 
accept tlrnt if your name will never be 
among the immortals (why call chem 
tlrnt when we know earth and the things 

thereof will all pass away?) at least you 
have had a satisfying life. You may not 
have accomplished much, but you gave 
it of your best. 

Depends on the Angle 

N
O great works will seem great,
and no wonders of the world will 

seem wonderful unless the angle from 
which they are seen is that of histor
ical humjlicy. 

- G.K. Cbestc11on, 77,e New Jerusalem.
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You thank Cod for the places you 
have lived in, for the famj]y and educa
tion you had, for the discipline and 
adventure (let's admit it) of a soldier's 
life, for your escape from the Japanese 
invasion of Rabaul and early attacks 
on Moresby, the hard days in wartime 
Darwin. 

With Proverbs you exclaim: 'chil
dren's children are the crown of old 
men: and the glory of children (thinking 
of your sons, and not forgetting daugh
ters) are their fathers.' 

cripturally, again, you cannot but 
express gratitude for the words ofisaiah 
for what God has given you 'And even 
lO your old age I am he; and even to 
hoary hairs I will carry you: 

What are aches and pains, even 
medical probings when you recall the 
sufferings of Christ for your redemp
tion� And you can reflect on all the 
good days you have had as you look 
back rhrough, as Francis Thompson 
called rhem, the arches of the years, 
through which like the poet did, you 
fled Him many times only to be caught 
b�- His unhurrying feet. 

There i so much co console you -
but none more so than the frequent 
coming of che new Tarcisius bringing 
you the Eucharistic Christ. The bell and 
candle. which announced His advent in 
the Ages of Failh, may have gone and 
che modem Christopher, the Christ
hearer, carries the Eucharist hidden past 
the crowds a in pagau Rome. 

Is not thac the great consolation 
when age may weary and your years 
may seem to condemn? 

In gratitude you pray again a prayer 
of 1 ewman: 

May the Lord support (me/you} all 

the day long, till the shades lengthen 
and evening comes and the busy world 
is hushed and the fever of life is over 
and

. 
your work is done ... then 

� may He grant you safe lodgiug . 
and holy rest and peace at .last. • 
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MORAL ASIDES 

The destruction of our birth rate

CENTENARY OF CONCERNS OVER 

AUSTRALINS FERTILITY RATE 

HE population debate 
tends to focus on the 
fall in fertility starting 
with the baby boom of 
1945-65 as though the 

•"" last half-century contains 
..:L...��'I'�"' the whole of the fertility 

crisis. Few people are aware that this 
year actually marks the centenary of 
concern over the problem in the form 
of the first Royal Commission into 
the alarming decline in binh rates in 
NSW in the late nineteenth century. 
The conclusions of the Commission 
were unequivocal in their evaluation 
of the importance of a healthy birth
rate for the community, something that
is less apparem in rhe currem debate. 
The Commissioners' evaluation offers 
a prophetic insight into the social 
dynamics thar is currently emerging as 
the problem of the aging population. 

The Commission was established as 
a result of the alarming drop in fertility 
in NSW in the closing decade of the 
nineteenth century. The Commissioners 
established that there was a serious 
drop in the birth rate of 20.8% between 
1890 and 1900. Information cabled in 
the report indicated that similar drops 
had been found in other Australian 
states, in England and various parts of 
Europe. Something had happened in the 
We tern world that the public leaders 
of NSW saw as a serious threat to the 
growth of the young state. 

The Commission discovered two 
distinct factors. Evidence showed a 
marked increase in the availability of 
various physical aids for the prevention 
of birth. These could be grouped into 
physical objects used to prevent concep
tion and chemical preparations used 
to either prevent conception or termi
nate pregnancy. It is well known that all 
current methods of contraception except 
for the contraceptive pill were devel
oped to an effective level in the last 

By GARRICK �1ALL Piill

quarter of rhe nineteenth century. The 
Commissioners discretek alluded to 
evidence of the import of rubber goods 
and poisons used in this connecrion. 

Contraception is one matter. but the 

Media: Risk 

and Richness 

P
ARE TS, as the primary and
most imponant educators of 

their children. are also the first 
to teach them about the media . 
... When parents do that consist
ently and well, family life is greatly 
enriched. Even ,ery young chil
dren can be taugh1 imporram 
lessons about the media: that they 
are produced by people anxious 
to communicate me sages; ... 
- to buy a product, to engage in
dubious behaviour - that i. not
in the child"s best interests or in
accord with moral 01.Jm: Parents
also need to regulate the use of
media in the home. This would
indude planning and scheduling
media use, strictly limiting rhe time 
child1·en devore to media. making
entertainment a family e.xperience,
putting some media entirely off
limits and periodically excluding
all of them for the sake of other
family activities. Above all, parents
should give good example to chil
dren by their own thoughtful and
selective use of media. Often they
will find it helpful to join with
other families to rudv and discuss
the problems and o·pportunities
presented by rhe use of the media.
Families should be outspoken in
telling producers. advertisers, and
public authorities what they like
and dislike.
- From the Holy Father's address for World

Communications Day. 2004. 
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termination of birth is another, espe
cially at the turn of the last century. lt 
was indisputedly recognised as murder. 
The methods employed were somewhat 
more barbaric than at present, and more 
hazardous for the mother of the child 
being murdered. Oral preparations were 
available that the Commission identified 
as poisons. In many cases they caused 
the death of the unborn baby, but they 
frequently killed the motl1er as well. The 
Commission recommended expanding 
the limitations on poisons to control 
substances used in this way. Physical 
invasive abortions were also dangerous 
and painful 

Something of the plight of women can 
be gleaned from these practices. They 
must have been either sufficiently fearful 
of the consequences of their pregnancies, 
or sufficiently at the mercy of men to 
submit to them. Either way, their dignity 
was not being respected. These faces 
could suggest that the fall in fertility was 
amongst those outside marriage, though 
the data does not show this. 

The second factor that the 
Commissioners identified was a11 
emerging attitude that was summarised 
in their conclusions as: 

fol'getful of the lessons of histo,·y, 
ignoring the teachings of science, 
bent on gratifying their selfish desil'eS, 
and on pursuing social advancement, 
they are seeking to follow the dictates 
of a narrow reasoning, and blindly 
imagine that, in raising the standard 
of their own physical comfort, they 
are smoothing the path of life for 
themselves and for posterity, while 
leaving to others the creation of chat 
posterity for which they profess to be 
so concerned. 
The Commissioners were scathing in 

their criticism of the guilty parties. The 
criticisms are not unlike those some
times used today against the baby 
boomers for their part in the aging 
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population problem. The boomers 
chose material wealth over family in the 
1970s and 80s. The boomers rode high 
on the turbulent self-indulgence of the 
sexual revolution. The boomers now 
complain that there is no one there to 
pay their pensions. The Commissioners 
went further, levelling immorality and 
the breakdown of family and society on 
those avoiding children. It would be a 
brave political figure today who would 
say that in public. Only .Pope Paul Vl 
said it in recent times and was pilloried 
for his trouble, despite saying nothing 
that was really new in Western thought. 

Several medical witnesses to the 
Commission went further into the realms 
of the politically incorrect in offering the 
considered opinion that rising levels of 
mental illness were linked to contracep
tive behaviours. While the Commission 
did not uphold this link, preferring 
instead to note that the decade was also 
blighted by an economic recession, it 
makes considerable sense. Doctors recog
nised elevated anxiety levels in persons 
actively contracepting. Given the fatal 
methods of terminating pregnancy, one 
could understand the stress women were 
under. Today, the mental stress of contra
ception may deserve renewed research. 

The data on fertility shows the trend 
of the 1890s moderating in the first 
third of the twentieth century but then 
plummeting in the mid l 930s. Economic 
depressions could be linked to the two 
eras and may have contributed in part 
to their severity. The Royal Commission 
did not see the 1890 depression as 
significant and this is evident in the 
continued fall well past the depres
sion years. Likewise, the fall following 
1930 can be better linked to a change 
in community attitude to the ethics of 
contraception following the Anglican 
Lambeth conference of that year. At that 
conference the Anglican leaders trans
formed contraception from an evil to an 
acceptable practice and most Protestants 
and Jews followed suit. 

lf effective contraception wa only 
practised by the Godless in the 1890s, 
it could largely explain the first fall. 
The acceptance by most religions in 
the 1930s explains the sudden fall in 
that decade. The euphoria of the end 
of the war and the rising standard of 
living following it could explain the 
post war return to pre-1930 levels, 
though it was hardly au historical baby 
boom. But what happened to trigger 
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the third major birth rate tumble? 
In a time of affluence the birth rate 

fell to sub-replacement levels. Like 
the 1890s, two factors, one technical 
and one social, were responsible. The 
contraceptive pill provided a convenient 
contraceptive method of near perfect 
reliability with inconspicuous, though 
significant, side effects. Socially, radical 
sexual irresponsibility was being sold to 

the generation moving into the family 
formation demographic. At the same 
time the last major religion objecting to 

contraception caved in to an informal 
rebellion again its constant teaching. 

The Royal Commissioners alluded 
to the lessons of history regarding birth 
control. The sociologist Karl Zimmerman 
studied all the great ancient civil isa
tions and found an alarming commo
nality. In every case, in Greece, Rome, 
lndia and others, cultural atrophy began 
w.it.h binh control. The Romans became
masters of contraceptive and abortive
herbs and practices to the point where
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the plural of child was a term of amuse
mem. The re,;ulc was the transformation 
of an expansin·. moral ci\ilising culture 
ioco ihe m0:,7: ba5e. decadent and weak 
collecrion of self-indulgeoc individuals 
the world b.a5 lno,,.'11. History appears 
unambiguous on the copic of family 
values and c:rnlisarion. 

Zimmerman·-; work, now a half
cenrury old is lost co view in the current 
debate.. josc as the Royal Commission 
into the Decline of the Birth Rate, 1904, 
is not ci1ed in analyses of fertility trends. 
The bah}' boom is a misnomer, though 
the generation it delineates is unwit
ring]y responsible for the final play in 
rhe destruction of our birth rate. lt is 
perhaps unfair to level all the blame on 
the boomers. and solving the problem 
it poses may \, ell require a wider 

� view of the problem than is found 
in the current debate. 

DR GARRICl( �L>J.L is a senior lecturer a1 Sydney's 
University of Technology. 
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CATHOLIC CULTURE 

Satanic possession and diabolical PR 

AN EXORCIST TELLS HIS STORY 

· openly admit that one of the
purposes of my book is to 

contribute to che reestablish
menc of the pastoral practice
of exorcisms in the Catholic
Church. This is a precise

---� mandate of our Lord, and the 
fact chat it is not pursued is an unforgiv
able omission' (p. 174). 

When the word exorcism or exorcist 
is mentioned, people tend to think of 
sensationalistic Hollywood movies or 
articles chat appear on current affairs' 
programmes from time to time. Many 
people both within the community at 
large and the Church would assign 
belief in posses�ion by a devil, lee alone 
the existence of devils. co belief 5ystems 
of bygone eras: whac people once 
labelled demonic po�session or acti\i(}


is now ascribed. in our ·enlighcened age· 
to mental or phy ical illnesses. 

The Bible howeYer, teaches the exist
ence of devils as beings and the Gospel 
are replete with accounts of Jesus casting 
ouc demons. The existence of devils 
and the possibility of demonic posses
sion have been, as Amorth reminds his 
readers, the constant teaching of the 
Church, teachings recently restated in 
the Catechism of the Catholic Church 
( cf. in particular para. 1673). 

Amorth, a exorcist of the diocese 
of Rome, has written this part autobi
ographical, part expository work to 
counter the trend to dismiss the possi
bility of demonic possession. Amorth 
frequently re ponds to the criticism 
chat all 'so called' cases of demonic 
possession are in fact mental illnesses 
by reminding his reader that an exor 
cise is only allowed to practise an 
exocism after the possibility of a psychi
atric illness is carefully examined by 
a competent psychiacrisc and ruled 
out. Indeed, Amorth states that he is 
coDsulted from time to time by psychia
trists as to whether a certain patient may 
be possessed by a devil. 

Reviewed by MICHAEL DANIEL 

An Exorcist Tells his Story 
Gabriele Amorth 

Translation: Nicholetta MacKenzie. San 

Francisco, Ignatius Press, 1999 
(first published in Italian, 1990, 174pp 

plus appendices. 

Demonic activity upon a person can 
take many different forms from temp
tation, to which all humans are subject 
to a full possession. Amorth frequently 
states that a person becomes possessed 
only if he or she allows the devil to 

take control of his or her life, either 
by handing him elf or herself over 
co acan and/or by living a lifestyle 
directly in contradiction co the Gospel. 
As demonic po ession can la ·r for a 
oumher of years. ir can rake an exor-

I 

' 

f 

cist a number of years to fully exorcise 
a demon. 

Amorth's account gives a fright
ening account of the power of the devil 
to afflict, influence and conrrol people's 
lives. Nevertheless, at the same time An 
Exorcist Tells his Story bears testimony 
to the power of Jesus to overcome the 
forces of evil, thrnugh tl1e ministrations 
of bishops and delegated exorcists. 
Given the lack of belief in the power 
of the devil together with the growth 
in satanic cults, Fr. Amorth's plea for a 
wider availability of exorcists

� would seem to require more . 
consideration. . 
\llCHAtL D.'-''IEL teach.,; Larin. English and RE. A 
com·ert ro Catholicism. he is married and lives in 
\1cmria A number of an:icles and re"iews br him have 
appeared in Au,tralian and overseas publication•. 

Faith in the Church 

I 
knew perfectly well chat it was human as well as divine, that crimes
had been committed within its walls; that the ways and customs 

and language of its citizens would be other than those of the dear 
homely town which I had left; that I should find hardness there., unfa
miliar manners, even suspicion and blame. 

But for all that it was divine ... 
- Robert Hugh Benson, ConfaSJ'ion, of o Conver� 1991 Ed. 
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EXPLORING OUR CATHOLIC PAST 

Mzatever happened . . . . to the Apostles? 

2. ST. JAMES THE GREATER 1

This is the second in a series ef fourteen articles by PAUL STENHOUSE MSC discussing 
Catholic tradition concerning the twelve Apostles; their background, mission and manner ef death. 

The thirteenth will be devoted to Judas Iscariot and the final article will treat ef St Paul 
the :Apostle to the Gentiles: 

�--..,...oMPOSTELA ,n 

north west Spain has 
been a centre for 
pilgrimages to the 
tomb of St James 
from all over Spain 

,.__. ...... ___ � and the rest of the 
world since 'the day before the nones 
of September AD 867' - i.e. September 
6 - when lidefonsus2 king of Galicia. 
ordered that a church be built in which 
the remains of the Apostle St James, 
the elder brother of St John could be 
fittingly venerated.3 

St James is synonymous with Spain. 
He is her patrnn saint. The full name of 
the Spanish city in which Catholic uadi
tion says that he is buried, is Santiago 

di Composte!a. Compostela is allegedly a
corruption of'Giacomo Aposrolo' which 
is Italian and means James the Apost!e.,
thougb E. Levy-Provencal derives the 
name from the latin campus stet!ae, or
'starry field' on the site of which the 
church was built." Santiago is a corrup
tion of Spanish 'San Diego; and means 
Saint James. The M.uslims under Ibn 
Abi Amir, nicknamed at-Mansur altah6 

who razed the city and its shrine to the 
ground in 997 AD, called it in Arabic 
'shant (sic!] Yakub'. 

In Cordova, the Muslim capital, and 
throughout Andalusia, all the Muslims 
had heard of Compostela but no Arab 
army had ever penetrated that 'rugged 
and distant region'. 7 After devastating 
the city - but sparing the tomb of St 
James - al-Mansur, the Hajib8 and 
would-be Khalif, returned to Cordova
with 'a multitude of Christian captives 
bearing on their shoulders the gates of 
Santiago and the bells of the Church. 
The doors were placed in the roof of 
the unfinished mosque and the bells 
were suspended in the same edifice to 
serve as lamps:9 

·whatever may be the truth of che
claim made by the thirreenth century 
Spanish bishop Luc de Tuy who says10 

that Charlemagne [:-�2-814] visited the 
tomb of St James w pain [he seems 
co have been mi led by the writings of 
Turpinus of Rheirus.11] it is inconcro
\·ercable that from the time che remains 
of c Jame were fir c found in Galicia -
in 83512 - throngs of rhe faithful went 
on pilgrimage co hi tomb. A beau
tiful poem wrinen in 849 by \Valafridus 

trabo hails the saint whose remains lie 
in C-0mposcela: 

\__ 1'HANK'I0U 
MR CLl>.tl5'fONE. 

f'OR NOf 
N/>..M\NC "fHE. 
POtf 1 DON1.1 

KNOW 
J • 

I
n 1883. Gladstone rose and
addre�sed the House of Commons: 
:\lam· members of this House 

will recollect. perhaps, the noble and 
majestic lines - for such they are - of 
the Larin poet: 

'Omnis enim per .se diuu?ll natura 
necesse es1. bnmonali aevo su?llma cum 
pace Jruatur ... 

And so on, for six lines. Roy 
Jen.kins_ in his biography of Gladstone, 
gees it wrong: his version has 
Gladsrooe commending 'the majestic 
and nobles lines of Lucretius.' But 
Gladsione didn·t need t0 add the 
name; he functioned on the prin
ciple that his listeners would already 
be acquainced with 'the Latin poet' 
in question. and that to specify him 
would be vulgar and insulting. lf by 
any chance they failed to idemify the 
quotation, he would flatter them with 
the implication that they did know it. 
Either way, he won. 
-A1uhony Lan� "Ta.kc me LO your reader: 

17,e New larker. Oc,obcr 16 & 23, 2000 
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'James ... [who] spn1ng from an 
illustrious line, 

Defends the lofty shrine with his 
saintly protection'.13 

This James was the famous son of 
Zebadee who with his brother John, 
was first called by Jesus as they were in 
their boat overhauling their nets. They 
immediately left their father Zebadee in 
the boat with the hired men, and went 
off and followed him.14 

Jesus showed James special affec
tion. He was present when Jesus healed 
Peter's mother-in-law, and when he 
restored d1e daughLer of Jairus, the 
leader of the synagogue, to life. With 
Peter and John he witnessed the trans
figuration of Jesus on Mount Thabor, 
and Jesus chose the three of them to be 
with bjm in his agony before his passion. 

James and his brother John so
presumed on our Lord's love that they'5 

or as St. Matthew says, their mother, 16 

begged Jesus to let them sit - one on 
his right., and the other on hi left - in 
his kingdom. 

Origen 17 the Alexandrian biblical 
scholar [J 85-254] cells us chat James's 
mother's name was Salome. He deduces 
this from Matthew's description of the 
three women who 'stood at a distance' 
during the crucifixion: Mary Magdalen, 
Mary the mother of James and Joseph
[wife of Alphaeus], and the mother of 
the sons of Zebadee. 18 Mark names the 
three: 'A number of women were also 
present: among them were Mary of 
Magdala, Mary the mother of James the 
younge1; and Joseph, and Salome'.19 

Like Peter, Andrew and Phillip, James 
and John came from the region around 
Bethsaida in Calilee.20 

Jesus was crucified on the Passover 
eve. 29 AD. Fifteen years years late1; at 
Passover cime 44 AD, James the son of 
Zebadee was put to death by beheading. 
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'Ir was about this time; writes St 
Luke in Act ,21 'chat king Herod attacked 
cen:ain members of the church, He 
beheaded James, the brother of John 

this happened during the Festival of 
unleavened Bread''. 

According to Eusebius, bishop of 
Caesarea,22 Herod died 'eaten up with 
worms'23 not long after James was 
beheaded.24 This is also the impression 
given in Aces which describes the death 
of Herod Agrippa, son of Aristobulus, 
grandson of Herod 'the Great'.25 

If Herod died at the end of April 
or the beginning of May 44 AD James 
could have been killed before Easter 
that year .  Thus the accounts given 
by Josephus26 rthe turn-coat Jewish 
prince who served Rome better than 
he served his forefathers, who says that 
Herod died sometime after the month 
of January 44], and Eusebius [who says 
that Herod died shortly after Passover. 
not Jong after the beheading of James]. 
would botl1 be satisfied. 

In the fifteen years char elapsed 
between the crucifix.ion of Je us and the 
death of James, the apostles first went 
around Judaea and a.maria preaching 
tlle gospel, and then headed our co the 
known world: Peter co Antioch and 
Rome, Paul to Greece, Andrew to Achaia, 
John to Asia, Thomas and Bartholomew 
to India, }.fanhew to Parthia and Ethiopia, 
Phillip Galatia, James the younger, 
Jerusalem, Jude, Persia, Matthias Eastern 
Ethiopia, Barnabas Cyprus, Northern 
Italy. James went to Spain. 

As most Protestant authors refuse co 
accept the authenticity of the tradition 
that James visited Spain, and that his 
body was taken there after his death,27 

it may be helpful to consider the back
ground to tl1is scepticism. 

The doubts were origi.nally sown 
by a Canon of Toledo, by name Garcia 
Loaisa [lacer to become Archbishop of 
Toledo], for nationalistic reasons. In 
1593 Canon Loaisa published a history 
of the Councils of Spain, and a disser
tation asserting the primacy of the 
Church, i.e. the Archdiocese, of Toledo 
over otl1er Spanish jurisdictions. 

Jn support of this claim to primacy, 
Loaisa reproduced a debate chat alleg
edly t0ok place during rhe Council of 
tlle Lateran under Innocent III in 1215 
between Roderic the then Archbishop 
of Toledo, and the Archbishops ofBraga 
[now in Portugal] and Tarragona and 
Cornpostela in Spain. 

Media: Risk 

and Richness 

T
HESE considerations apply
in particular co the treat

ment of the family in the media. 
On the one hand, marriage and 
family life are frequently depicted 
in a sensitive manner, realistic but 
also sympathetic, that celebrates 
virtues like love, fidelit}· forgive
ness, and generous self-giving for 
others. This i true also of medja 
presentations which recoi;.aize 
the failures and di_appoimmems 
inevitably experienced by married 
couple, and families - tensions. 
conflicts, setbacks. e,il choices and 
hunful deeds - yet ar the same 
time make an effon t0 separate 
right from \>Tong. to di tinguish 
crue loYe .from its counterfeits, and 
co show rhe irreplaceable impor
tance of tlle family as the funda
mental unit of society. On ilie 
other hand, the family and family 
life are all too often inadequately 
portrayed in the media. Infidelity, 
sexual activity outside of marriage, 
and the absence of a moral and 
spiritual vision of the marriage 
coveJrnnt are depicted uncritically, 
while positive support is at times 
given to divorce; contraception, 
abortion and homosexuality. Such 
portrayals, by promoting causes 
inimical to mruTiage and the family, 
are detrimental co the common 
good of society. 
- From the Holy Father's address for World 

Commullications Day, 2004. 

To bolster Toledo's claim to primacy, 
or more likely to weaken the position 
of Compostela which was a contender 
for the honour sought by Toledo, Garcia 
Loaisa has Roderic calling into doubt the 
tradition that Santiago di Compostela 
possessed the tomb of St James. T here 
are good Teasons for believing that 
Roderic staunchy promoted Toledo's 
claim to primacy over all the churches 
of Spain, and there was indeed a 
tong-standing rivaly berween Toledo 
and Braga over this matter. But tlle 
Archbishop of Toledo did not attend the 
Lateran Council, seems not to have been 
away from Spain in 1215 and the alleged 
'debate' seems not to have taken place. 
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More recent non-Catllolic arguments 
against James's having gone tO Spain 
are based [curiously] on 'the tradition 
of the early Church according to which 
the apostles did nor leave Jerusalem 
until after bis [James's] dead1'.28 In other 
words, chey waited 15 years before 
leaving Judaea and Sarnru·ia. 

This is nor what St Mark implies. 
He cells of our Lord's appearing to 
the eleven. After reproaching them for 
tlleir incredulity and du.llness Jesus 
cold them: ·Go forth to every part e

f 
tlze

u:orld and proclaim the good news to 
the whole creation·. After the ascension, 
�lark. adds: ·and they lthe eleven] went 
out to make 1heir proclamation every
where .. ·.29 

Ju tin }.1anyr [100-165] imilarly 
says in his famous Apology addressed 
co Anconinu Pius and his adopted sons 
Marcus Aurelius and Lucius Verus tl1at 
·twelve in number they left Jerusalem
and went into the world, ignorant and
unmannered, and endowed with no
special talent for preaching, and by
God's power they declared to every
kind of race that they had been sent by
Christ ... '.

Tertullian [160-225] writes of the 
Apostles who 'immediately [after 
Pentecost] went around J udaea 
preaching faith in Jesus Christ,' and 
'from there set out into the world and 
promulgated the same docn-ine of faith 
in him to tlle gentiles'. 

Sr Jerome [345-4201 alludes in 
numerous places to the apostles who 
went out co the whole world: 'one to 
fodia. one to Spain, anoilier to IllyTicum 
[Croatia, Bos!lia. Slovenia] and another 
to Greece ... '.10 

[sidore of Seville [560-636] on 
the other hand refers explicitly to St 
James's time in Spain.31 As does Sr 
Julian, Archbishop of Toledo (644-
690) whom we shall allow to settle the
matter. 'These,' he writes, describing
the Apostles, 'were the feet of the
Lord, carrying him by their preaching
to the who.le world: Peter bore him
to Rome, Andrew to Achaia, John to

Asia, Phillip to Galatia, Bartholomew to
Parthia, Simon to Egypt, James to Spain,
Thomas to India, Matthew to Ethiopia,
Jodas Thaddaeus to Mesopotamia, while 
James the son of AJphaeus stayed with
him in Jernsalem�32 

As Guilielmus Cuper, SJ ,  author 
of the entry Oll St James in the Acta 
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Sanctorum asks: 'Why should what is 
affirmed of aJJ the other Apostles [chat 
they preached the Gospel outside 
Palestine] be denied only of James 
[son of Zebadee)?33 We know from Acts 
12,lff that James was put to death by 
order of Herod Agrippa. Certainly, the 
fifteen years char elapsed between the 
ascension of Jesus in 29 AD and James's 
death at the hands of Herod in 44 AD 
would have left the latter ample time to 
visit Spain and return to Jerusalem. 

Eusebius, bishop of Caesarea, [260-
340]3• quoting Clement of Alexandria
(150-215] adds a lirtle-known detail co
his account of the beheading of James:35 

'He [Clement] says that the man who
accused James before the tribunal,
seeing how he bore his testimony to the
faith, and being moved by this, declared
himself to be a Christian and therefore
both were led away to be executed. On
their way he begged James to forgive
him and James, after considering the
matter said to him "Peace be to thee,"
and kissed him. They were beheaded at 
the same time.'

How the body of the saint came to 
be taken back to Spain is described in 
a letter of Pope Leo III [795-815].36 In 
it the accuser described by Clement 
of Alexandria above, is called 'Josia'. 
It should be borne in mind that the 
body was not recovered from its resting 
place and moved eighteen miles to 
Composcela where it now lies, until 

twenty years after the Pope's death. 
After the Apostle had been put to 

death, writes the Pope who crowned 
Charlemagne Emperor of rhe West on 
Christmas Day 800 AD, his body was 
forbidden burial and thrown outside 
the city walls, to be consumed by dog 
birds and wild beasts. Hi disciples cook 
the body by night to Jaffa by the sea. 
and while they were debating what to 
do next, a ship appeared. They wem 
aboard, and with a fair wind. set sail for 
the port of Iria Galicia37 in pain. 

Having reached Spain, 'they laid the 
body to rest; says Pope Leo. "in a field of 
a sma11 farm called 'Llberum Donum·38 

about 18 miles away from the city in 
which the saint is venerated today: 

That the wherabouts of the tomb

should have been forgotten becomes

understandable when one reads 
Arnobius's Adversus Nationes. He flour•

ished at the time of Diocletiao [28-,--
305] and he describes the terrible ha,oc
wreaked upon the Christians and their
culture in Spain during this persecution.
'Why,' he asks, 'did our writings merit

being burned iu the fires?' Prudentius,
the Spanish poet [348-41 OJ describes
vividly the destruction of Spanish
Christian books, especially their lists of
martyrs, at the hands of pagan rabble
rousers. The Arab invasion of Spain in
711 AD completed the devastation of
the Christian libraries and culture.

Arguing as some sceptics do from the 

0 

�---�-"";;;;:;;;i.-:::;::..,.;:;;;;;;;;.;i,.__ 

Not tolerating intolerance? 

I
AM sure that I realised the all-important distinction between intolerance
of what we believe to be error and intolerance of men whom we believe 

to be in enor. The former is usually right and the latter is usually wrong. 
Incidentally it is odd chat the kind of Protestant who would never accuse the 
Socialists of intolerance because the Labour Party expelled an M.P. who disa
greed with Mr. Actlee about the nationalisation of steel, is shocked by the 
intolerance of a Church which would not shrink from excommunicating a 
Catholic who disagreed with Christ about HeJJ or the remarriage of divorced 
persons. 

- Arnold Lunn, writing in I 949 to Monsignor Ronald Knox.
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silence of Eusebius, Jerome and others 
about the resting place of the Apostle in 
Spain, proves nothing. They are equally 
silent about any resting place of James 
in Palestine. That the remains of James 
the Greater did not lie in Palestine after 
his beheading seems clear from what 
we have noted above, and from the face 
that no tradition supports his having 
been buried there. 

The only people who claim that St 
James preached the Cospe.1 of Jesus 
w chem, are Spaniards. The only city 
which in the world claims to possess his 
remains is Santiago di Compostela. We 
agree that there are good reasons for 
accepting the constant Catholic

� tradition that the son of Zebadee 
found his final resting place there. 

I nu� term could conceivably ,·efer to the dignity of 
Zebadee·s son who along with Peter and John his 
brother, was especiaJly fa\•ourcd by Jesus; more likely 
iI refers to age. He was, of seemingly older that James 
� -..on of Alphaeus [surnamed the 'less'] who became 

�t bi�bop of Jerusalem. 
2. T,:,�m of lldefonsu� king of Galicia 866-910 AO. 

quoc.ed Cuilielmm Cuper, Acta Sam:tonmt., vol 33. July, 
=5pr 

l. Foe � arcumstanccs under which this Church ea.me 
t0 buil1.. �ee the tex1 of a letter po btin I written by 
Dckfoou:- ill in Maurus Casrellus Fcrr.1rius, 1/ispaniru 
S. /aa,bi Hi<t•ria book 3, chaper I. 

�- lbi� t� tht opioioo or Ulc Rev. Robert Sinker, in A 

l>imar.my of Chn'.stion Amiquitie.s, eds .  William Smith 
and 5.amuel Cheerhan,, Ha,,ford, 1880. p,870/ii. 

.5.. H..uovr dt l1£1pagnt A1u.sulmane, tome ii, ed. 
}ui,c,nDetM et. cie. 1950, p.247. 

6. "'\icmnou, ,.,th Cod's help'. 

;. lemh.an Don. 5panish Islam. Chano and Windus. 
1913. p.51-

& Le.�'. 
9. Ibid. p.5..'"'! 

IC. � .l/lC'ld.L rome .;. 
1 1 .  l1ian. C.,./; _l/a.,,u. <.19 
12.. C....,,, lloromu; (1538-160�) in tome ix of his Annales 

� 3o1:,� Wt the . .\postle·s body wa!; disco,,e,-ed 
i11816All 

13. (Hie qooq_ue- J1,c-obu .. J cr�tU:!- @"eni10re velusco/ 
Ddmarum .;;;ma.) dcittadil ttpnint cthum: 

I•. 1bd:. 1.19.!C:. 
J.; .luri IC.:». 
16. � 2C-"C. 
I,. 1-•""'"'---"'""""" :». ad finem. 
I& ibidr...» 
19. 14.m. 15.-'C'. 
20. S- Tb,eodettt (393--!60] b"hop of Cyrrhus, In 

,.,..._lrn• 
21 12.1-3 
22. 26£1.3->C AD 
23. ..\as 12. 2 3 .
2-'. lliDw,a &du,asrim. liber ii, chapters 9-10. 
2.i 12.18-23. 
26. Jnr,sl: .�a. liber x,;;;. chapter 8. 
27 .  �ine of linle credit: See A Dictionary of Christian 

� ed.etL p.870. 
2& Thu.,. Th, Oxford [)i.f;onu,y of 1h, Ckrulian Churdi. eds. 

f.LCro-- and E.A.Lhing;,,one, OUP, 1997, p.857. 
29. Yari.. 16,l➔ff. 
3C. In l,a,am. cap. 3-l , see also In ha;am, cap.42. 
31. Dt 0m, erobi11., Pa.tnun. chapter lxxi .
32. In Ct»nmnuarium in propheunn Nahum 

33. op.ciL p.80. 
34 lnstiJUtionu, Book 7. 
35 . Himma £«/ouutiro. ii.9.
36. Quoted by Cesare Boronius J 1538-1607). For die text; 

�e also the /Jn:uiarittm Eborense t�E\•ora. archdiocese 
in Portugal) quoted Acta Sanctorum. ed.ciL p.13. 

37. Not 'lria Fla\i.a' in Nonh West Spilin pace 1he Diaioncuy 

o/ Cltriltian Antiquities. e<l.cit. p.870. 
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CATHOLIC CULTURE 

A former Lutheran Pastor speaks on the Priesthood 

WOMEN'S ORDINATION 

was younger, 
J e n n i f e r

• Ferrara never
would have
foreseen the

.. .-:::......_ __ __......,,..,.. day when she 
became a sort of apologist for the al l 
male Catholic priesthood. 

But that's what the former Lutheran 
minister who converted to Catholicism 
has become. 

Ferrara, who became Catholic in 
1998, recently told her conversion 
story in 'The Catholic Mystique: 
Fourteen Women Find Fulfillment in 
the Catholic Church' (Our Sunday 
Visitor), which she co-edited with 
Patricia Sodano Ireland, another former 
Lutheran pastor. This interview was 
conducted by Zenit. 

Q: How did you as a former 
Lutheran pastor come to realize that 
women should not and cannot be 
ordained as priests? 

Ferrara: When I entered seminary, 
I was a garden-variety feminist who 
believed men and women were 
basically the same. I thought it patently 
obvious chat women should be 
ordained. 

I really gave the issue little tl10ught, 
but to the extent that I did, it was a 
matter of equal rights. I also was not 
particularly orthodox in my beliefs. l 
had studied religion in college; I did 
not lose my fairh in the process but 
adopted a mishmash of heretical ideas. 

While in the seminary, I gradually 
became theologically orthodox, which 
was - considering the environment 
of mainline Prorescam seminaries -
a minor miracle. Slowly. ir began to 
dawn on me that women's ordination 
was a new development that needed 
theological justification. I did not come 
up with a full-blown defense unril years 
later when I was a parish pastor. 

By that time, I thought of myself as 
an 'evangelical catholic.' Evangelical 
catholics view Lutheranism as a reform 
movement within and for the one 

Church of Christ. Therefore. Lutherans 
have a responsibility co work toward 
reconciliation with Rome. 

The fact that I was a Lutheran 
pastor put me in an awkward position, 
theologically speaking. I was an 
impedimem to that reconciliation for 
which I longed. This forced me to take 
a hard look at the issue of women's 
ordination. 

Ordaining women seemed like rhe 
best way co serve our lord in this time 
and place. 

When I started co think abour 
becoming Catholic, I disagreed "ith 
the Church's teachings on women's 
ordination. T actually thought about 
writing an article outlining what 
I presumed co be the theological 
deficiencies with the Catholic position. 
wh i eh in retrospect seem5 like sheer 
hubris. 

In order to prepare for ir, I read 
John Paul II's theology of the body. 
There I encountered a ,·ision of 
creation that challenged all my feminist 
notions about men and women. 

Q: How so? 
Ferrara: According to John Paul, 

men and women were not created 
essentiall_v rhe same. Masculinity and 
femininity are not just amibutes; rather, 
the function of sex is a constituent 
part of the person. Men and woman 
both express the human but do so in 
different and complementai-y ways. 
Believe it or not, this was a radically 
new idea to me. 

The differences between men and 
women lie in the way they express love 
for one another. Men have the more 
active role in the relationship: The 
husband is the one who loves while 
the wife is the one who is loved and,
in return, gives love. True authority is
exercised through service. As John Paul 
II says, "To reign is to serve." 

However, men and women serve in 
particularly masculine and feminine 
ways. At the heart of this diversity 
in roles is the difference between 
motherhood and fatherhood. 
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No matter what men and women 
do, they bring paternal or maternal 
characteristics to their vocation. This is 
just as true of those who have chosen 
the religious life as it is of those who 
become biological parents. 

This means tl1e Catholic priest is not 
simply a father figure: He is a spiritual 
father. To state what has ceased to be 
obvious in a society governed by the 
principle of androgyny: Mothers and 
fathers are not interchangeable. Women 
are not men and, therefore, cannot 
be priests any more than they can be 
fathers .in Lhe physical sense. lf women 
can step into the role of p1·iest, then it 
is no longer one of fatherhood. 

To understand all of this required 
me lO give up my functional view 
of the mini try. In most Protestant 
denominations, the pa ror serves a role 
within the priesthood of all believers. 
He or she preaches rhe Word and 
administers the sacraments. 

In tbe Catholic Church, the priest 
acts "in persona Christi." Christ is the 
bridegroom; the Church is his b1ide. This 
nuptial mystel)' is proclaimed throughout 
the O1.d and New Testaments. 

According to the Catholic 
understanding of the priesthood, the 
priest represents Christ himself, the aud,or 
of the covenant, the bridegroom and head 
of the Church. This is especially true in 
the case of the Eucharist, when Christ is 
exercising his ministry of salvation. 

One must utterly disregard the 
importance of the nuptial mystery 
for the economy of salvation in order 
to make an argument for women's 
ordination. 

If the Church were to ordain 
women, the entire understanding of 
the importance of the feminine and 
masculine in the working out of our 
salvation would be Jost. Much is at 
stake here. Once I really saw that, it 
was relatively easy for me to give up 
my ordination and embrace the

� Church's position. 
- Zenit.org · 
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Music AT MASS 

Is poetic and/or musical mediocrity fatally irifecting Church music? 

HYMNODY AND POETRY 

T is nece sary to constant.ly 
di cover and live the beauty of 
prayer and of the liturgy. One 
must pray to God not only with 
theologically precise formulas, 
but also in a beautiful and digni

-..--..Jllill fied way. ln this connection, the

Christian community must ma/re an exami-
11alion of C011Sci.ence so chat the beauty of 
music and song will return increasingly 
to the Liturgy. It is necessaq to purify 
worship of deformations, of careless forms 
of expression, of ill-prepared music and 
texts, wluch are not ue,y suited to t/1e gran
deur of the act being celebrate<! (Italics 
mine throughout) 

Thus Pope John Paul II, rcflect.ing 
on Psalm 150 at a general audience on 
F'ebru31)' 26 last year. In welcoming the 
Pope's strong, clear and timely words, 
T found I was in good company. That 
ame monch saw the appearance, in 

the Melbourne liturgical magazine 'The 
Summit: of a long ruticle by the American 
cripcure scholar and liturgist, Fr. Cerard 
loyru1. Jt was headed 'Praising Cod from 

Whom All .Blessings Flow: and the Line of 
thought was remarkably in tune with the 
Pope·s. The one spoke of beauty, the other 
of poelf)'; the Pope of 'music and texts not 
ve1y suited to the act being celebrated; Fr 
loyan of"hymn unworthy of the worship 

ace: Wa il ju t coincidence? Which arc 
these unwo1thy hymns? asked Fr. Sloyan. 
Hi an...,., er was 'Those that are mru·ked by 
bad poetry, bad theology or bad music'. ll's 
the poetry aspect I wanr co look at now. 

Hymnody and Poeuy. We can all say 
what hymnody is; bm poerry? Or Johnson, 
when asked 'What i poetry?' replied that 
'it is much easier to say what it is not.' 
Perhaps the 'poetry' 1 want to invoke is, in 
prut at lease, what Le Murray was getting 
at when he told an audience in England 
that poetry is not something optional in 
life. We can't live without poelf)', he said, 
but we don't all get it from poems. Some 

By RICHARD CO\ ,OLLY 

find it in their loves. in their marriage. in 
friendships, nature, &c. He was reiening to 
that quality in things thac raises our minds 
and hearts above the daily humdrum. And 
lifting up our hearts i an essenoal elemem 
of good liturgy. That is one of the ways fll 
be thinking of 'poetry' in what folio", 
But it's only part of the truth. Hymns an� 
made of words, and ru also be �suming. 

with all that it implies, something file 
Coleridge's wise and homely definition ol 
poetl)': 'the best words in the be�t order: 
(lt sounds so easy!) 

I am not for a moment ugge cine

that a hymn-text must be poetl}' as such. 

Some few blessedly a1·e . Les :.\furray "� 
stretching a point only slightly, if at all 
when among a generous selection ot 

In defence of 

'creatures' 

R
ONALD Knox said that when
in a broadca t sermon he once 

said that man had been created out 
of nothing, he received a number of 
indignant letters from people wbo 
resented the sligh1. Presumably they 
thought he would demonstrate in his 
next sermon that they were necessarily 
nobodies, if they conceded the first 
fatal step in the argument. 

I have often wondered why, seeing 
we are all created, the term 'creature' 
should be a term of obvious deroga
tion. vfhat creature, Mr .  So-and-so' is
not a complimentary form of address; 
whereas it ought 10 be considered as a 
mere tautological description. 

- Douglas Woodruff, in /lfon Tai/ring a1 
Random, London, 1944 
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James �lcAuley's poeny he included two 
of the poet's hymn-texts in his UK publi
cation, 'Fivefathers' (Mancheste1� Carcanet 
Press, 1994) Hymns like '\Vhcn I Survey 
the Wondrous Cross' (Isaac \Vans) and 
\·arious hymns of George Herbert ( e.g., 
·Let All the World in Every Corner Sing')
,tand alone as poems without their fine
tunes. But good hymn-texts gener
ally. although they mightn't manage to
do chat. arc, if not poetl)', at lease 'poetic:
and the) blossom into 'poetry' in Les
:.\lurray·� wider sense, when irrigated, as it 
were. \\ ith good music. Good hymn-texts
cenam.l� do not o/Tend against the canons
of good poeay, among whose many mo1tal
enemie, are sentimentality and semi
literac\ -Define your terms", I hear the
reader ,a\·. quite justly. I'll return to this.
But if �our reaction is 'Elitist!' or 'Cultural
impo,iuon•· then we part company: I'll
rerum to this aJ,o.

Re-read.mg fr. loyan's anicle, I notice 
that hi, mJe comes from a hymn by the 
I :-th Century· Anglican Bi hop Ken, 
and che ool� rwo h�·mns he names with 
approul dace from the early and mid-
18th Cenrur.. He name• no comem
pora.r: hymn. ome might criticise thi 
omission I prefer to interpret it as an 
indication. comciou or not, that good 
comemporary· hymn� are few, compared 
with the 1mmen,e number that pour out 
from (mainly American) CathoLic presses, 
and also as a 5ign that Dr Sloyan belong 
co chat generation of liturgical pioneers 
who were at work in the 1950s, when 
the wonder5 to be wrought by Vatican 11 
seemed buc a dream. I remember those 
days. \, hen we knew well the sort of words 
we ought co be singing, but didn't have 
chem. Apart from a very few decent texts 
like Holy Cod We Praise Thy Name, what 
we had were the concems of post-Ceciliru1 
compilations like the St Baril'.r Hymn.al., and 
1lie Crown of Jesus Hynm Book 

So Catholics began perforce co look 
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into other traditions, and what riches they 
found. Soon. a typical Catholic congrega
tion might be singing Praise to the Lord, 
the Almig!tty at the start of Mass, Be Thou 
My Vision at the Offertory, The Lord's

My Sheplterd at the Communion, Now 
Tlzank We All Our God at the end, and, 
in so doing, borrowing from Anglican, 
Presbyteiia.n and Lutheran traditions at the 
one celebration. Ou1· seasonal celebrations 
were enriched with, e.g., 0 Come, 0 Come 
Emmanuel in Advent, All Glory, Praise and 
Honour on Palm Sunday, Chlist dzeLord is 
Risen Toda!! at Easter, Come Down, 0 Love 

Divine at Pemecosr (all of them enlight
ened nineteenth-century Anglican n·ansla
tions from, as it happens, Catholic sources)
and many others chat are now a normal 
part of Catholic worship. Tb.is borrowing 
process might have continued, with appre
ciable ecumenical benefits. but it seemed 
to d.im.i.nish as the nickle of largely inferior 
hymns that began in the late 1960s and 
early 1970s swelled to a flood. I am sorry 
that the borrowing has stopped not just 
for ecumenical reasons, but because all of 
the hymns I have named and many others 
not borrowed pass both the Les Murray 
and the Cole1idge tests; and they resonate 
in the head and the heart. as a good hymn 

should. 
l am not suggesting that a hymn-text

has to be old co be good. Consider Luke 
Connaughton's fine 'Love Is His Word'. or 
the consistently decent output of James 
Quinn SJ (e.g. 'Easter Glory Fills the 
Sky') or the fine, scripture-sreeped rexts of 
James McAuley already mentioned. Bur 
the passage of time is a wonderful strainer, 
separating the good from the mediocre 
and bad, in literature generally, not just 
hymnody. So we should not be surprised 
that there are more old than comempo
raq hym11S 'worthy of the worship act'. (If 
only this were the sole explanation!) 

Two fine examples of this quality
control effect of the passing years are 
the Anglican and Lucheran hymn trndi
tions - with the odd exception, naturally. 
Another, supremely so, is the corpus of 
Larin hymnody in the Roman Liturgy that 
we all 'shared: but which in later times 
only a privileged few could make their 
own, because of the language barrier. 
It took centuries to make and our post
Conciliar proliferation has occurred over a
single generation. 

'If only eh.is were the sole explanation: I 
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Ancient gospel texts 
�

O
UR earliest complete MS of the gospels
belongs to the fourth century and this led 

the professor into a belief that our printed texts 
can bear little resemblance 10 anything written in 
the first century, supposing such writings to have 
existed then at all. In reality, of course, most ancient 
authors are lucky if they survive even in Carolingian 
MSS. A fourth-century attestation, far from being 
very late, is quite exceptionally early, especially as 
it is backed by lectionaries, translations, papyri, 
harmonisations and so forth which make it quite 
certain d1a1 our texts reproduce the original books 

i ...,,_ ' .. 

' ' 

of the New Tesrnment with great fidelity - with much greater fidelity than. for examplt.•_ 
our editions of Shakespeare. 

- A.H.N. Grecn-Anuytage, quoted in Taking Swck, Collected Writings of A.H.N. Creeo-�e_
ed. Janet Kovcsi Watt, Perth 200 l.

Available from I Kon Tee, Claremoni \VA 6010. S28 includes post.1ge anywhere in Ausualii

just remarked. Alas, present space doesn't 
allow adequate examination of the many 
other reasons why I think that among the 
enormous number of hymns published 
over the past 30-odd yean there are so 
few that stand out as really good, and 
so many, the majority, perhaps, that I 
find insipid or worse. And I'm not alone. 
l've heard the same opinion expressed, 
more or less vehemently, in presby
teries and aJso in the quiet conversa
tion of thoughtful people after Mass; I've 
heard similar thoughts from well qualified 
people, including liturgists and people 
working in Universities in Literature 
and Language and other Humanities 
Departments - one a Professor of 
English in a leading UK University who 
is also a fine poet; I've beard the same 
from Catholics in five different English
speaking countries. The UK's most widely 
used hymnal includes Kumbaya among 
its choices. A priest-liturgist of some repu
tation described a widely ,1sed hymnal to 
me as '90 percent rubbish: and lamented 
that even the best Australian hymn book., 
in its most recent edition, plays around 
with truly poetic texts in the cause of 
a spurious relevance, political correct
ness, 'intelligibility'. These strongly held 
opinions are uttered sub rosa and rarely 
discussed in wider forums. Valid consid
erations of chaiity make public discussion 
of a sensitive problem difficult, and the 
problem persists. 

The Snowbi1·d Statement on Catholic 
Liturgical Music was published in 1995 
after deliberations over three years by a 
group of distinguished Catholic liturgists 

and musicians from four English-speaking 
countries, whose first meeting bad been 
in the A.merica.n town of Snowbird Lrah. 

' ... among the enormous 
number of hymns published 
over the past 30-odd years 
there are so few that stand 
out as really good, and so 
many, the majority, that I 

find insipid or worse' 

Its closing words advert to 'a nece sary 
conversation about the future of Catholic 
worship that must continue with intelli
gence., wisdom and chiu-iry. And it para
graph 26 says: 

\Ve urge the liturgy secretariats 
of episcopal conferences to restore or 
advance the subcommittees on church 
music that emerged after d1e Second 
Vatican Council, ·but have atrophied in 
recent years. These subcomittees should 
seek consultation wirn competent, prac
tising d1urch musicians .  Bishops' confer
ences also need to produce more 
adequate criteria for liturgical music 
puhlisb.in.g companies, so that the undue 
influence of commercial enterprises 
is kept in check. Othe,wise, the church's 
repertoire will be determined by ma,·ket 

for=. 
Those italics at tbe end are mine. Dr 

Sloyan's article suggested in addition the 
participation of 'a poet or two'. Hard t0 

find perhaps, and I think that liturgically 
aware people of known judgment and 
stature working in literary fields might be 
no less useful. 

l am painfully aware that many good
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people will judge what I have written as 
sadly deficiem in approaching this several
sided problem from one side only. But 
there is a problem, and silence and stasis 
are not the answer. Mindful of Pope John 
Paul's admonition that we examine our 
consciences, I add just a few of the many 
questions we might be asking ourselves 
and others, a/wags with dwrity. 
1. hould I join in a hymn for tlze sake if 

unity witlz my fellow worshippers if I
belieue it �mwortli!J if the worship act'?
0 do. Otlzers disagree)

2 !f 11.!Jrnns the expe11s judge 'unwortlp/ seem 
w draw in and enthuse worslzippers while 
hymns in approved styles don't, what if

anything is to be done? 
3. The ,pirit works through history in

particular times and places in an imper
fect world Was it, as someone said, 'bad
luclr' tliat Vatican D's liturgical recommen
daJions issued into dzefolk revival era if
the 1960s-70s? Or was it ralher a happy
cirat.nutance?

4. Did the English-speaking Churc/1, in tlze
name if'aggiomamen10; submit or agree
too unoitically to Jeminiu a.nd other 'PC'
neu;,· on usage that some find prejudicial
to beauty and cominuity, and wlzich can
seem aI odds witlz that se11-re if unfolding
history uhic/1 is essentia<for discerning
me u-oti if our saluation since Abraham}
time�

5. From I Ambrose to about 1970 there
uas TUJ liturgical hymn wlzose 'voice' 
qr �aling persona was that if God 
spealing to us. not us to Him. Are such 
lzymru OlLl <f place. usurping the role of 
me Liturgy</ the JI in-d? 

6- .lfms,, may,e 1l1lJSI if us. tallr privately in
our MiaTt. ID God as familiarly, maaer-of

f� a.s !f ID Dad or Jltfi,m or a brother or
sirte:r.. h a similar mode if address appro
prime in our public wo-rslzip?

7. Should hgmn-text.r (especially, but not
on.lg, those that are nue poetry) be altered
to fa a.ureru sensitiuities, or intelligi.bility,
and !f the latter, intelligibility by whom?

8. f.s it adt·isahle that children should sing
exdusir:ely 'children} ll!Jm:11.-' and ?Wt also
be introduced, perhaps with eluci-

�daJ:ion, to the general parish reper-
tom?

RICHARD Co;x:-.oLLY. former Head of Radio and 
Features at the A.BC, composed some twenty-odd 
hymns with the poet James McAuley in the I 950s 

and '60s. As a young mao be studied theology and 
liturgical music in Rome. 
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CATHOLIC CULTURE 

WOMEN AND THE BUILDING OF A 

CULTURE OF LIFE 

By ARcHBI HOP CHARLE CH.A.PCT, ODI C.v>

wane co calk about women 
coda). �o nacuraUy fm going 
to can by talking about men 
- not because they're more
important chan women, but
becau e chey·re nor.

Back in June I had die pleasure 
of viewing an early version of Mel 
Gibson's ne,, mo"ie. ·The Passion of
Ch1·ist.' 1c·s really a wonderful film. [ 
hope all of you will sec it and bring 
ochers ro see it - although I need co 
warn you that it's not for young chil
dren. It's too real and t.oo viol en L 

Bue it's also very moving. l sa,\ 
it wich five other men, just a small 
group in a small room. When the 
movie ended, it took at least a minute 
for anybody to say anything. The 
emotions were ;co strong chat none 
of us could come up "ich che righc 
words. 

No,v as a bi-hop, I talk abouc Jesus 
a lot, so I began co wonder why chis 
one film had affecred me so deeply. I 
began ro notice chat other men who 
saw the film had the same experience. 
I've known a lot of faithful Carbolic 
men in my life. Bue l know a lot 
more who don·c kno,, how to articu
late their faith. and many other who 
simply delegate the ·religion lhing' 
off co their wi,·es and daughters. 
'Tiu Passion of Chris; does something 
unu ual co men. ome can·c get the 
film ouc of their head f o r  weeks after 
seeing ic. And no,, I think I know 
why. There are rwo reasom. 

A lot of us grow up wilh a mental 
picture of Je us chat·, really very 
strange. It doesn·t correspond co 
his reality at all. ome of us tend co 
imagine Jesu a either an unearthly 
miracle-maker or a ,aguely effemi
nate holy man. We don't know how 
ro resolve who Christ is. \Ve believe 
thac Jesus is fully God and fully man. 
We say chat publicly at every Sunday 
Mass in the Creed. But we have 

nothing to look at to help us see what 
that means. 

T think one reason men remember 
'The Passion ofC!zrist.' is because Jim 
Caviezel - who gives just an a con
i hi ng performance - shows us Jesus 
as omeone who is abso.lutely real, 
both in the divinicy of his person, 
and in the humanity of his nature, 
friendships and suffering. And that 
manliness of Jesus, that heroism, is 
something men can respect and love 
and wane to follow. 

But of course, manliness and 
heroi m don't exist in a vacuum. 
They're shaped by many things, but 
especially by examples of courage. 
They're formed by a daily, intimate 
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experience of love. ,\ith all the little 
moments of JO� and �orrow. tea ing, 
correction and encouragement that 
are pan of real life. And chat's che 
second rea on wh) men remember 
'The P(l.fsion of Christ." J\ot every man 
ha a wife or sisters, but almost every 
man has the memory of hi moth
er's unconditional lO\'e. Ever� man 
knows in his hearr that the best of 
what he is comes through his parents, 
and especially from his mocher. And 
what Maya Morgenstern show us 
so movingly as Mary in 'The Passion
of Christ is how the love of a mother 
touched che life of Jesus Christ. Jesus 
shared exactly the same moments of 
maternal tenderness and humor chat 
every son thrives on. 

[n our piety sometimes we tend co 
think of Mary as a 'means to an end,' 
the vehicle God used to bring his son 
into the world. But God chose Mary 
not ro 'use' her like an instrument, but 
because he loved her. He saw in her 
the beauty and character of a woman 
who would freely and lo\'ingly hape 
his son into lhe man he needed to be. 
We can't underscand Jesus outside 
the love of hi mother. any more lhan 
we can understand ourselves out ide 
the experience of our families. 

When we liscen to lhe ermon of
Jesus on the �lount - 'Blessed are 
you who arc poor; the kingdom of 
Cod is your ' (Luke 6:20) - we're 
al�o hearing \Jary: ',\1y soul proclaims 
the greatness of che Lord, my spirit 
rejoices in God my savior ... [for] he 
ha lifted up the lowly; che hungry he 
ha filled wich good things, while the 
rich he has sent awny empty' (Luke 
1 :46-47, 52-53). Out of the faith and 
the flesh of Mary, the woman, God 
fa hions the Redeemer of the world. 
Without Mary, there is no story 
of redemption. Without Mary, the 
woman of faith, there i no Jesus, che 
Son of God. 
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O1'er the la t few months, I've 
wondered many time why a film like 
· The Passion of Christ would trigger so
much controversy even before it gets
to the theaters. Maybe you've heard
about it in the media. One allega
tion against the film i anti-Semitism,
which is a very erious sin. The
Jewish community has good reason to 
alway be alert for it. As Catholics, we 
need to understand and respect that
concern. And we need to do every
thing we can to resist any prejudice
against the Jewish people.

But having seen the film, r don't 
think anything in 'The Passion of
Christ' qualifies as anti-Semitism. 1 
think that secular hostility to the film 
comes from something deeper and 
more inarticulate than any worrie 
about religious prejudice. We might 
even track the source of that hostility 
to one particular moment in the film 
tha1 every Christian already knows, 
whether we've seen the movie or not. 

ear che very end of' The Passion of
Chris,,' soldiers take the body of Jesus 
down from the cross. They place 
him in the arms of his Mother. It's 
an image we all remember from the 
13th Station of the Cross, and from 
.Michelangelo's great sculpture, the 
Pieta. And we're left with a picture 
of a man who - out of love - has 
accepted betrayal, beatings, humili
ation and death on the cross; and a 
woman who - out of love - has stayed 
with him as he suffered and died, and 
who now cradles her dead son in her 
arms, in the same way she held him as 
an infanL 

I think we find the greatness of 
Mary right here, in this moment. She's 
lost everything. Sbe' an image of 
humiliation and powerlessness. But 
she's also a picture of what Job meant 
when he said, 'Though [God] slay me, 
yet will I trust in him' (Job 13:15). 
Mary's kind of faith is unreason
able. 1ary's kind of love is too deep, 
too strong and too unselfish - and 
it offends the pride of the modern 
world. 

The rea on the secular world 
hates films like 'The Passion of Christ

is because they per uade the heart 
with the logic of love. The reason 
the secular world seeks to rein
vent or reinterpret Mary is because 
she's dangerous. She's the model of 
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mature human character - a human 
being who co-creates a new world not 
through power, but through unselfish 
love, faith in Cod, and the rejection 
of power. 

That kind of witness goes against 
the spirit chat dominates our world 
- the immaturity and selfishne s in
our personal consumption, our poli
tics and our workplaces, and even
within our families. Andre Malraux
once asked a priest to name the single 
biggest lesson he had learned from
hearing confessions. Without skipping
a heartbeat the priest said, 'There are
no grown-up people.'

The struggle for power is wlrnt the 
modern world is all about. It really 
doesn't take very long to go from 
Francis Bacon saying, 'Knowledge 
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i power'; co apoleon Bonaparte 
aying, '1 love power. But l love it as 

an artist. I love it as a musician loves 
his violin, co draw on its sounds and 
chords and harmonies'; to Josef Stalin 
aying, 'One death is a tragedy; a 

million deaths i a statistic.' 
Just read the newspapers. The 

result of our immaturity and self
ishness at every level of American 
daily life is a competition that breeds 
an anger that breeds violence - the 
1 ioleuce of open warfare; of reli
gious terrori m; of unjust wages and 
unjusr immigration policies; of simply 
putting our own comfort above the 
need, of others; the violence of 
abu e and infidelity between spouses; 
and even the polite violence of the 
language we use to smooth over the 
l-illing of new life. 

On Ocr. 8, the Associated Press 
reported rhat 'a new combination of 
blood re 1s and ultrasound can detect 
fem;es with Down syndrome sooner, 
and more accurately, than standard 
L .. screening tests, offering women 
more peace of mind and more time co 
decide whether to end a pregnancy.' 
The article quoted one researcher 
as ,a�mg that. 'The absolute biggest 
ad,·antage is that this allows women 
to make private decisions' before 
they·re vi-ibly pregnant. 

Peace of mind and the power to 

decide are good things, but not if the 
price tag is a human life. Children 
"ith Down rndrome are not a 
miscake or a failure. Imagining them 
that "a, onh· releals our own lack 
of human11y. A friend of mine who's 
the mother of a on with a disability 
likes to ,ay that the only difference 
between German doctors in the 1930s 
and some of our own medical estab
lishment toda\ i that now we have 
better PR f irms. The hostility to 
human .... eakne , the anger at human 
imperfection, i. exactly the same now, 
a it ,, a� then. 

Children with Down syndrome are 
children of God. They can live happy 
and fruitful Ji,·e . They give far more 
love back to their parents than they 
ever tale. And because they belong 
fir t to Cod, killing them can never 
be a ·prh·ate decision.' 1.t always has 
wider consequences - beginning 
"itb che grief of the mother. It's the 
woman who bears the spiritual cost of 
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an abortion. 1 ot the doctor, not the 
re earcher, and too often, not even 
the father. That's the lie in sanitized 
language like 'peace of mind' and 
'private decision.' The mother always 
bears the cost, because every mother 
is always a part of her child. 

I've spoken a lot, over the years, 
about our culture of selfishness - the 
unrest that forces us co keep feeding 
our appetites to prove that we control 
the world around us - but it bears 
repeating here, because our immatu
rity and self-absorption have created 
fom- big problems. 

The first problem is our inability 
to reason. Reasoning takes time. 
It needs a vocabulary of ideas. 
Reasoning forces us to test and 
compare competing arguments. 
But the America we live in today 
is a culture built on marketing, and 
marketing works in just the oppo
site way. Marketing feeds our desires 
and emotions, and it suppresses crit
ical thought, because thinking gees in 
the way of buying the product or the 
message. That's why marketing is tied 
so tightly to images - like fast cars on
an empty road. Images work on our
appetites, quickly and very effectively, 
at the subconscious level. 

Here's a second problem: our 
inability co remember. The histo
rian Christopher Lasch once said 
that Americans are a people stranded 
in the present moment. \Ve like 
nostalgia, because it's a kind of enter
tainment. But we really don't like 
history because the past - as it really 
happened - burdens us with all sorts 
of unfinished business. It's a pain in 
rhe neck. Hiscory imposes obligations 
on the present, but Americans prefer 
to think that we invent ourselves, and 
that anything is possible. The result 
is that Americans usually have a very 
poor grasp of history, and we learn 
too little, roo late, from the lessons of 
the past. 

The third problem is our inability 
to imagine and hope. Americans like 
immediate results. We're practical. 
We're very good at making money, 
and we're very, very good at science 
and technology. But technology 
always comes with a price. Edward 
Tenner called this the 'revenge of 
unintended consequences.' And one 
of the unintended consequences 

of our science is that Ke.re now the 

victims of our own power. 
When Cardinal Anthony Bevilacqua 

retired earlier this monch, I had 

the privilege of succeeding him as 

interim chair of the bishops' Pro-Life 
Activities Committee. And one of my 
first jobs was reviewing a proposed 
letter to congressional leaders that 
objected to granting patents on 
human beings and embryos. Thirty 
yea.rs ago, 'manufacturing' a human 
person was unimaginable. Now it's 
plausible. Now it's in the neighbor
hood, and what's worse, we've lost 
the moral vocabulary to deal with it. 
We've forgotten how to talk about 
the soul, and why the human person 
is more than just another animal or 
product. 

Hope and imagination flow out of 
a belief in a higher purpose to our 
lives. If we're nothing more than very 

Pro-Abortion Governor Says 
He'll Skip Holy Communion 

T
RENTON, New Jersey. �iAY 6. 2004. New Jersey Governor James McGreevey,
who supports le@ll abortion in spice of Church teaching, announced tbat he will 

no ·1onger receive Communion ac �lass. 
.McCreevey's statement at a press conference Wednesday follows the declarations of

bishops that his stances on abortion, domestic partnership for homosexual couples and 
use of human stew cells in medical research are at odds with Catholic reaching. 

TI1e .New Turh Tunes reported that Bishop John Smith ofTl·enton had said he would 
refuse to give the go,·emor Communion. Last week, Bishop Joseph Galante of nearby 
Camden said he would refu;e .\kGreevey if the governor sought Communion in his 
diocese, citing McGreeYey·s diYorce and remarriage. 

Also on Wednesday. the head of an archdiocese in New Jersey released a pastoral 
statemenc urging pro-abortion politicians w refrain from receiving Communion. 

Archbishop John MyeNC of Xewark wrote in this week's Catholic Advocate, the arch
diocesan newspaper. ·Tuac ,ome Catholics, who claim co believe what the Church 
believes, are willing 10 allow others 1◊ cominue direcdy w kiU che innocent is a grave 
scandal. 

'The situation is much. much worse when these same leaders receive the Eucharist 
when they are nor objectively in communion with Christ and His Church: he stated. 
Their objective clishones�· serves co compound the scandae 

Tn his scacemenc encided 'A Time for Honesty; Archbishop Myers explained 
'Although we muse all follow our conscience, Lhe task of conscience is not to create 
moral truth, but perceive it,' he wrote. 'It is quite possible for an individual to perceive 
the moral reality of a particular sicuation erroneously. Such a person may be sincere, 
but he or she is sincerely wrong: 

The archbishop pointed om that dissent has nacural consequences in a community 
of faith. 

'Catholics who publicly dissent from the Church's teaching on the right to life of all 
unborn children should recognize that they have freely chosen by their own actions 
to separate themselves from what the Church believes and teacl1es; said the 62-year
old prelate. 'They have also separated themselves in a significant way from the Catholic 
communitf 

The archbishop implored dissenters to be forthright: 
'On this grave issue, public officials cannot hold themselves excused from their 

duties, especially if they claim to be Catholic,' he added. 'Every faithful Catholic must 
be not only 'personally opposed' to abortion, but also must live that opposition in his 
or her actions . . .  As voters, Cad1olics a.re under an obligation to avoid implicating them
selves in abortion, which is one of the gravest of injustices? Zenit.org 
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intelligent carbon atoms, then hope 
and imagination are just quirks of 
our species. They don't really meao 
anything. And any talk about the 
'sanctity of che human person' is just 
a lot of beautiful but empty words. 

The fourth and final problem is our 
inability to live l'eal freedom. Freedom 
is more than an endless supply of 
choices. Choice for its own sake is just 
another form of idolatry. Real freedom 
is the ability to see - and the courage 
to do - what's right. But when we 
begin to doubt that right and wrong 
exist, we also lose our ability co talk 
about things .like freedom, truth and 
the sanctity of the human person .in a 
common vocabulary. 

Wnat we get instead of freedom is 
a kind of anarchy of pressure groups 
and personal agendas held together 
by just one thing: d1e economy we all 
.hare ... and chat's not the basis of a 
community or even a good conver
,ation. In fact our economy, more 
than anything else in modern life, 
teaches us to see almost everything 
a an object to be bought or sold. 
This is what Jeremy Rifkin means 
when he describes American culture 
a more and more a 'paid-for expe
rience· based on the commodifica
Lion of pa sion, ideals, relationships 
and e,·en cime. If we wane freedom, 
we buy ic by purchasing this car or 
that computer. If we wane romance, 
we buy ic by purchasing this cruise or 
that hotel package. 

The trouble is, che more that our 
ad,errising misuses the language 
of our dreams and ideals co sell 
con umer goods ... che more confused 
our dreams and ideals become. We 
crick ourselve co che point where we 
no longer recognize what real love, 
honest work. freedom, truth, family, 
pacriousm - and even life itself - look 
like. 

Th.is is the world American women 
face in 2003. And they have two ways 
to deal ,,;eh ic. The first is to compete 
head on with men for a piece of the 
power. That means beating men at 
their own game. And of course, the 
record of che last 50 years shows t11at 
women have all of the same intellec
tual skills as men and many of the 
same physical abilities. In some areas, 
even in the military, women clearly 
outperform men. 
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But there's a catch. There's a cost. 
The price tag of this kind of 'equality' 
too often means denying the differ
ence between women and men. 
It can mean being just as compet
itive and aggressive as men. It can 
mean putting career first. lt can mean 
fearing the things that make up the 
feminine genius - the acts rhat make 
women, women. Thar's why so much 
of today's secular feminism hates 
fertility. That' why aborcion and 
contraception are such important 
secular icons, even though they attack 
human sexuality at its roots. F'erdlity 
is seen as a weakness. Children mean 
caking responsibility for somebody 
else. Children mean - or should mean 
- tlrnt a woman will depend on the
love of a husband. And that's fright
ening, because too many men coday
never learned how tO be men.

This kind of false 'equality' doesn·c 
work because it tries co e cape who 
we are. It make us look at and inter
pret the world tlnougb a broken ptece 
of glass. Germans in the I 930 looked 
at everything through che len- of race. 
Marx aw the world chrouch the len, 
of class struggle. And no,\ ,,e ha,e 
a generation of ne,1 thinker- making 
exactly the same mi,cake. 1101 with 
some bad racial or economic theor} 
as their lem. but ";th gender. 

Not one of the-e coob for under
standing human e:1:perience works. 
All of them al"a� - lead to some
body ufferin�. The rea,on i pretty 
simple. We can"t explain thr human 
person without including Cod in the 
conver ation. And Cod has omething 
co Sa) 10 u5 ah ut ourseh es, both in 
Scripture and through his Church. 

Genesis 1elb u� 1ha1. ·Cod created 
man in his own image. in the image of 
God he created him. male and female 
he created them· t Gene i l :27). That 
one imple 1rU1h about che equality 
of men and "omen flows through 
4,000 years of faith. ometimc we've 
forgotten it. �lany times we haven't 
lived it well. But it underpins all of 
Catholic culture ,o crongly that even 
Christianicy·s greacesc enemies have 
seen ic 

In 1665, righc ac the peak of 
Muslim conquest in Europe, a Turkish 
writer and diplomat - Evliya Celebi -
visited Vienna. !Ji hi report home he 
wrote: 
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......._.._l ____,JJJ 
TI TE are literally 'poisoned' by 
VV our adrenal humours; reason 

has little power over irritability 
or anxiety; it takes time to talk a 
person our of a mood, however 
valid the arguments; pa sion is 
blind co better judgement; anger 
and fear show physical after
effects long after their causes have 
been removed. If we could change 
our mood as quickly a we jump 
from one thought to another we 
would be acrobats of emotion. 

-Anhur Koestler, TI,� Act of Cnorion,
London. Pan Books, 1964. 
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'In this country I saw a most 
extraordinary spectacle. Whenever 
the emperor meets a woman in the 
street, if he is riding, he brings his 
horse to a candstill and lets her pass. 
If the emperor is on foot and meets 
a woman, he stands in a posture of 
politenes . The woman greets the 
emperor, who then cakes his hat off 
his head to show respect for the 
woman. After the woman has passed, 
the emperor continues on bi way. 
In chi, country and in general in 1he 
land of the [Chri�tians], women have 
che main ay. They are honorcd and 
respec1ed out of lo, e for .\I other 
:'-fary.' 

Bernard Lewis, the great Middle 
East scho.lar, once aid chat che status 
of women is rhe single most profound 
difference between Christian and 
Muslim civilization. He noted that 
early 'Muslim visitors to Europe 
[spoke) with a toni hmem, often with 
horror ... of the incredible freedom 
[andl deference' hown to Western 
women. 

Of course, that little hiscory lesson 
doesn't do a lot for women experi
encing bias or mi treatment right 
here, r.ight now. But it does show us 
two things. 

Fir t, no movement, ideology, polit
ical parcy or institution anywhere, in 
any country, can match the Christian 
faith in promoting the dignity of 
women. And second, women should 
always turn co the Church as their 
mother and defender, because in her 
arms, in her strength, they can begin 
to re-humanize the world. 

People who criticize the Church 
for not ordaining womeu to the 
priesthood ignore her record of 
promoting the dignity of women. 
They al o misunder tand the nature 
of the Church her elf, the sacramental 
nature of the priesthood and the 
Chri tian understanding of equality 
ba ed on different bur complemen
tary gifts from God. 

Pope Paul VI once said that, 'Wirhi11 
Christianity, more than in any other 
religion and since its very beginning, 
women have had a special dignity.' 
The Closing Message of the Second 
Vatican Council said chat, 'The hour 
is coming, in fact has already come, 
when the vocation of women i being 
acknowledged in its fullness; the hour 
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rr WAS 
\..NOT YOUR 

FAULT 

Do you remember when ... 

TI TE feU out of trees, got cut and broke bones and teeth. and mere 
VV ·were no lawsuits from these accidents. They were accidem 
o one was to blame but us. Remember accidents?

in which women acquire in the world 
an influence, an effect and a power 
never hitherto achieved? 

·what that influence means and
how that power is used - those are 
the questions that every woman in 
this audience will help answer. 

'Man and woman he created them.' 
God made men and women equal 
but different for a reason - to love 
each other, to help and complete and 
depend on each other in the family 
and in the world. The genius of 
women is different from the genius 
of men. Every few months I visit my 
mother in Kansas, and each time it's 
a little more difficult because she's 93 
now, and I know I won't have her for 
much longer. But even now I can still 
look in her eyes, and beneath all the 
age and the cares and the memories, 
I can still see the young woman my 
father loved, and why he loved her. 

Women express their genius 
through mercy, patience, endur
ance and forgiveness - a hunger to 
embrace and protect what Edith Stein
described as the 'living, personal and 
whole.' But they also have a realism 
that comes from the lab or of bearing 
new life. I think women, better than 
men, know what's true and important 
about the world. Sigrid Undsec, the 
great Norwegian woman writer, once 
said that, 'Facts may be true, but 
they are nor truths - just as wooden 
crates or fence posts or doors or 
furniture are not 'wood' in the same 

way a forest is, since it consists of 
the living and growing material from 
which these things are made.' �Ien 
usually understand the facts of their
daily life. But I think women more
easily see the truth of the people and

the relationships hidden behind the
facts. 

The genius of every woman is tO 

love; to protect and nourish the Lives 
entrusted to her; and to support the 
full development of life in others. Ii� 
the same whether you're a mother, or 
a consecrated religious, or a woman 
who lives the si11gle vocation. It 
was true for Dorothy Day in all of 
her political organizing. Day once 
described her radicalism as 'works 
of mercy.' And in converting to the 
Catholic faith she said. 'I loved, [ and] 
like all women in love, I wanted to 
be united to my love.' The genius for 
love is written on the heart of every 
woman, and it's the same whether 
you're a teacher or lawyer, a scientist 
or secretary. 

St. Teresa of Avila, one of the great 
doctors of the Church and the intel
lectual equal of any man of her day. 
reminded herself and her Carmelite 
sisters every morning to, 'Accustom 
yourself continually to many acts of 
love, for they enkindle and melt the 
soul.' Teresa knew what was true and 
important. Women who Jove well 
become real. women. And in becoming 
real women, they draw men into being 
true men. 
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\Vhen the Catholic Daughters of 
the Americas began 100 years ago, 
the world was a very different place. 
As I was browsing through my copy 
of 'A Century in Review' - which is a 
wonderful history of the Daughters, 
and if you don't have a copy, I hope 
you can get one - I was struck by the 
character I found in so many of the 
faces of the women who have led and 
served the Daughters over the years. 

These were strong, intelligent 
women. They deeply loved their faith. 
Each of their lives was a seed that 
bore fruit in service to the Church, 
defense of the family, religious educa
tion, help for the poor, support for 
the missions - in other words, in 
almost every form of Catholic apos
tolic action in the world. Their legacy 
now belongs to this assembly today. 
And believe me, the Church needs 
�-ou. Mother Church needs Catholic 
Daughters. And the world urgently 
needs the witness of Catholic women 
- because the next 100 years will be 
eYen more challenging than the last. 

For each of us, the future belongs 
co the plan of God. He made each of 
us different to do different parts of 
his work, and to be saints by different 
path,. Earlier today Pope John Paul 
II beatified another Teresa, Mother 
Teresa of Calcutta, and I chink in her 
uader,canding of love - the same 
unconditional love Mary had at the 
foot of the cross - we can end our 
words and begin our actions. 

Blessed Teresa said, 'Stay where 
,·ou are. find your own Calcutta. Find 
ilie sick. the s·uffering and the lonely 
right chere where you are - in your 
own homes and in your own fami
lies. in ,·our ,,·orkplaces and in your 
schools· ... You can find Calcutta all 
over the world. if you have the eyes 
to see. E,·en·wbere, wherever you go, 
you find p�ople who are unwanted, 
unloved. uncared for, just rejected 
by ociety - completely forgotten, 
completely left alone; 

o beginning here, today, right
now, may God grant us the courage 
to be che women and men he

� created us to be. May God grant 
us the courage to love. 

ARCHBISHOP CHARLE; CHAPUT OFM CAP was 
appointed Bishop of Rapid Ciry in 1988 and since 
1997 has been Bishop of Denver Colorado. He 
is well-known as a fearless proponent of Catholic 
teaching on Faith and Morals. 
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BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Examining some ef the theories about the scrolls and their authors 

THE ARCHEOLOGY OF QUMRAN AND 

THE DEAD SEA SCROLLS 

Erud, of the archae
olo�· ot Qumran 
by a competen t 
archaeologist has 

,t_ long been a desid
eratum. Qumran, 
or Goumran. a it 

was called in the nine1eemh century, 
is tbe place where the Dead ea
Scrolls were found. .a.nd there is srilJ 
no consensus today among ;cholars
as to the nature ot the ancient ite 
and who \HOCe the :-croll- and what 
they represenL Indeed. che lack of 
a properly publi;;hed archaeological 
study has aUo ed many theories 
about the scroll� and their writers 
to flourish. indadmg oome absurd, 
bizarre and uo;ub;;tantiated ideas 
associating Qumran with theories 
about the nature of Jesus' death and 
res u rreccion. 

As Jodi llag:ne;�. the writer of 
this stud�·- e:cpla1m m her incrod uc
tory chapter . .1. fu'I and final report 
of the original exca'l"ations has not 
been published_ tor the excavator, 
Pere Roland de \aux. died before 
this could be done. Admittedly he 
wrote a few ;;mall detailed reports 
on pecific a;;pecr, of rhe site and he 
presemed an O\"en;ew co the British 
Academ�· in 1959 in the prestigious 
Schweich Leeture;c. but a comprehen
sive detailed ;;rnd, was not available 
to scholan. 

MoreoYer. because of the tradition 
that the material from an excavation 
'belongs· to the excavating archae
ologist, anefac1s may not be made 
available for publication by anyone 
other than the de ignated archaeo
logical heirs. This is the case with the 
Qumran material. The inheriting heir 
is Jean-Baptiste Humbert, the staff 
archaeologist at the French school 
of Biblical Archaeology in Jerusalem 

Reviewed by ALA D. CROWN AM

The Archeo/ogy of Qumran and the 
Dead Sea Scrolls 

Jodi Magness 
Eerdmans: Grand Rapids, Michigan, 

Paperback edition 2003. 
238 pp us $12.60. 

(the Dominican 'Ecole Biblique) who 
has published a volume of photo
graphs from the original excavation 
but intends only to publish his own 
materials and not that of de Vaux, 
some time in the next few years. 

T
HE [Time Warner] executives
talked about finding t11e 'root 

causes of crime and violence. That is 
the standard liberal diversion when 
anybody suggests doing something 
serious about an obvious problem. 
They said 1\icker and Bennett were 
talking about symptoms. Of course, 
because it is the symptoms and not 
the root causes tha t kill, physicians 
treat the symptoms. My favourite Time 
Warner response was "Elvi ,�as more 
controversial in his day than some rap 
lyrics are today.� 11rnt is  less a justifi
cation of today's music than a measure 
of how far our culmre has fallen. The 
very fact that we have gone from Elvis 
to Snoop Doggy Dogg is the heart of 
the case for censorship. 
-Judge Robert H .  Bork, Slouching toward.r 

Gomo,Tal; Regan Books, 1996. 
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Thus, Magness had tO write this 
work without the benefit of access 
to de Vaux's notes or to the arte
facts. Compounding her problems 
was the fact that some of the arte
facts are missing, in particular skele
tons from the cemeteries associated 
with Qumran, some of which were 
sent to various museums in Germany 
and France for examination and some 
of which were lost. In consequence, 
Magness is obliged to rely on the 
published and incomplete work of 
others for much of her archaeological 
data with all che dangers that poses 
for a scholar. 

Nevertheless. Magness has written 
a thoroughly intelligent and read
able book, in which she has compen-
aced for the lack of access to original 

materials by comparisons of known 
data wich char from other, associ
ated. desert- ire excavations, so that 
her conclusions have some material 
backing. She has also made refer
ence tO recent radio carbon dating 
and advanced techniques for stud
ying pottery so that she is able to add 
insights not previously available. 

At every stage of her work 
Magness argues from general princi
ples, describing how the archaeolo
gist works and interprets material and 
then goes on to particularise. The text 
is thus a very instructive example of 
problem solving. In addition she has 
tied the literature - both the classical 
sources and matter from the Dead Sea 
Scrolls, i.e. the Qumran texts, closely 
to her archaeological views, resulting 
in comprehensive arguments. It 
should be acknowledged that she 
marshals her information, archaeolog
ical and historical, to provide substan
tial insights into the major issues. 
There are sections in her work for 
which few parallels are to be found in 
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When Bishops disagree ... 
!think it probably is true that, when bjshops are disagreed among

themselves, the faithful laity adopt the right part in the quarrel 
except where they are led astray by accidental circumstances, such as 
national prejudice or Caesarjsm. They do rally round, but they rally 
round - what? Nothing else that I could ever discover but the rradi
tion of the Roman See. It is futile to talk as if the Catholic laity knev.: 
by some private revelation or some process of 'spiritual experience: 
whether the Homoousion was to be asserted or not; futile to suppose 
that, in those days, they could look up the library of ante-Nicene 
Fathers for themselves. o, they had to choose between cercain 
Councils which had not been recognized by Rome, and an earlier 
Council at Nicea which had; they stood by Nicea. 

- Monsignor Ronald Knox, D!ffecullies, 1930.

any other study, such as the matter of 
sectarian clothing, the Temple tax and 
coin hoards at Qumran and elsewhere, 
the design of Qumran as sacred space 
for ritual purposes and the toilet at 
Qumran. 

Magness seems to have started 
with the hypothesis that the site was 
occupied by Essenes and though she 
describes the controversial issues and 
appears to test them and the argu
ments of those who do not accept the 
Essene hypothesis of the scrnll origins, 
she sets aside evidence which does not 
support her views, though it is always 
done with reason. Since some of the 
evidence can be read in a variety of 
ways, by setting aside what does not 
suit her, she finds in the archaeolog
ical evidence comprehensive support 
for the Essene hypothesis. 

Although she acknowledges the 
work of a rival archaeological 'revi
sionist', Gregory Doudna, only in a 

bibliographical note, she has some

what similar opinions about Lbe 
length of occupation of the Qumran 
site, arguing that the first thirty-year 
period, period 1 a (I 30-1 0OBCE) 
never existed, and that the site was 
not temporarily abandoned after the 
earthquake of 31BCE, though her
final date is some years later than

that argued by Doudna, namely 74CE. 
One consequence of this shorter 
occupation period is that it has co be 
acknowledged that at  least one third 
of the Dead Sea Scrolls were written 
long before Qumran was occupied, 
and must have been brought to the 
site from elsewhere, but that factor i� 
not considered by her: she gives the 
impression instead that all the scrolls 
were written at Qumran. 

Another problem area is her 
chapter on women at Qumran. She 
draws together the evidence on the 
basis of female remains in the ceme-
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teries and the shortage of femaJe 
artefacts - gendered objects such as 
jewellery, combs, mirrors, cosmetic 
remains, while pointing up the consid
erable handicaps of the loss of skel
etal mate1·ial and the inaccessibility 
of de Vaux's records. She concludes 
that the population of Qumran was 
almost entirely a male society and on 
that basis supports the theory that 
the Qumranis were Essenes, though 
she recognises that the literature 
has much co say about marriage and 
women. 

To support her conclusion she has 
to set aside an anomaly, that is the 
data relating to one of the cemeteries 
where there are rather more women 
and children buried than would be 
likely if Qumran were indeed an 
Essene sectarian residence. She sets 
this data aside on the basis that these 
KOmen were buried with jewellery, 
which would make it improbable that 
they were of sectarian origin, but 
rather that they were Bedouin. 

The possibility exists that these 
were women in transit through 
Qumran, not as Bedouin nomads but 
as pilgrims on their way to the annual 
pilgrim fe rival in Jerusalem and that 
they died en-route, in which case the 
jewellery would be irrelevant. Equally, 
lhe fact that they were interred sepa
rately rather than in family sepul
chres a:. was commonly the case in 
me region would support the hypoth
esi;; lhat thev were in transit and not 
in residence. The author cites exca
vation, of parallel types and notes 
that in one case a Hebrew name was 
found indicating the Jewish origin 
of the skelecon. The contrary impl i
carions for her thesis of this piece of 
e ... idence are ignored. 

Like\\-ise. while one must support 
the conclusion that Qumran had 
a preponderance of males, on the 
basis of the evidence presented by 
�agness. chat could have arisen not 
from a sectarian cause but because 
Qumran was staffed by Temple priests 
who lh-ed in this outpost on the 
pilgrim route between Arabia, where 
there were substantial numbers of 
Jews, and Jerusalem. Priests worked 
in periodic courses in the service of 
the Temple and would scarcely have 
disrupted their families by bringing 
them to a place like Qumran. 
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Josephus' accounc of the pilgrim
ages to Jerusalem for the fe rive 
seasons makes it clear that rhree 
times a year there were vaSt numbers 
of travellers thronging every road to 
the sacred cicy. Places like Qumran, 
relatively close ro Jeru,alem. bur 
at the edge of rhe desen through 
which pilgrims had rra,-elJed. must 
have been needed a, -uging po;;cs 
for logistic control 01 crowd, and 
indeed to act a_ clean:,.ing and puri
fying places for tho,,e about co rake 
part in temple rites. SuLh a simacion 
would also account ror rbe board 
of Tyria□ shekels. hicb mi;!bt well 
have been a ,;ear· s c ntriburion ro 
rhe temple by pil�:e rather than a 
pool of communal fund, a;. .\lagness 
suggest, which "·ould surely have 
been in a more ";de-rang:ing variety 
of coins. 

Another example of rhe author's 
selecci ve read in;; of the evidence 
is her stud�· 01 the toilet facility at 
Qumran. Magne;.s ma�es the poim 
of drawing anenaon ro the classical 
statements that the E;;,enes left the
city to use toilec I.=cil aes and buried 
their stool in the- iround. But she 
then accounts ior the 1acc chat there 
is a roilec in Qo.mr,...n by arguing that 
the classical author, would have 
drawn attention only to exceptional 
behaviour and the norm wou Id have 
gone unnoriced. :She claims that the 
norm for the Lc�ne� was the use of a 
secluded pfn: in,ide the 5ite. In fair
ness she indio,e- char whac was to be 
seen at Qumran was rhe norm for the 
priests in Jeru-,alem but then states 
that �The reqntreroent for i mmer
sion after detecacion an cl concern 
for wilet prhac�- among the priests 
serving m the remple were therefore 
made unh-er,ar. uni\·ersal meaning 
here Qumrao ;eccarian). The possi
bility thac thi, wa; a priestly site as 
sugge red abow i, ignored. 

The aUthor·, theoretical starting 
poim thus ;;o,·ern; her interpreta
tion of evidence and inhibits her from 
considering che full range of possibil
ities. Examples like this can be multi
plied: they do not detract from

� the intrin ic merit and interest · . 
of a very fine and instructive 
text. 

ALAN D CROW'/ AM i, Ernerirus Professor of 
Semitic Studies a, the Universi1y of Sydney. 
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CATHOLIC CULTURE 

Refugees or would-be Refugees: Australia� dilemma 

LET'S FACE REALITY 

. IC Brother evictee Merlin 
0 Luck was booed by the 
: audience and jeered with

cries of 'loser' when he 
hijacked the program on 
Sunday night June 13, 

K----or:::.Ju· with a refugee protest. 
There he sat on live television, lips sealed 
with black gaffer tape, holding a piece of 
T-shfrt fabtic on which was the message 
'FREE TH REFUGEES' (The e had
fallen off), refusing to talk to host Gretel 
KjJJeen, as she pleaded: "This segment is 
five minutes long; are you going to speak 
at all?'

But loser or not, it's hard not to 
have a sneaking admiration for Luck, a 
24-year-old record company employee.
For one thing, he managed to sabo
tage Big Brother's tightly ordered reality 
pretence and, paradoxically, boosted the 
show's sagging ratings. An extra 150,000
viewers tuned in to Monday night's post 
mortem show, in which Luck explained
his actions. 

He also stole the publicity that 
Channel Ten had been hoping tO get from 
the introduction into the Big Brother 
house of a weekend visitor, transsexual 
Miriam, star of There's Something About

Miriam, a reality show in which hetero
sexual men are o·icked into wooing her. 

In an instant, Luck had transformed 
himself from forgettable runner-up to 
national sta1� exploiting a TV show that 
has made an art of exploiting young 
people in order to activate a divisive 
political issue. To some, the shaggy
haired, German-born Sydneysider was 
a shallow grandstander, latching on co a 
trendy cause that has been so poisoned 
by ideological agendas over the years it 
has ceased t0 have meaning. To others, he 
was a hero. 

The Big Brother website claimed to 
have received 'overwhelming suppon' for 
Luck's stunt, posting letters of praise from 
nuns and refugee advocates. An online 
poll on the Big Brother website showed 

By MiRA1 DA DEVTNE

65 per cent of respondents did not agree 
with his protest, 26 per cent agreed and 
the rest were not sure. 

The lmmigration Minister, Amanda 
Vanscone, immediately said char Luck 'is 
obviously not very well informed. The 
sign he had said 'Free the Refugees'. 
There are no refugees in Australian 
detention cenu·es.' Which prompted 

Media: Risk 

and Richness 

TT is not so easy to resisc commer-
1.cial pressures or the demands
of conformity to secular ideolo
gies, but that is what responsible
communicators must do. The Stakes

are high, since every attack on the
fundamental value of the fam.iJy
is an attack on the true good of
humanity. Public authorities them
selves have a se1ious duty to uphold
marriage and the famjJy for the sake
of society itself ... Without resorting 
to censorship, it is imperative that
public authorities ser in place l'e@J·
lacory policies and procedures
to ensure that the media do not 
act against the good of che family. 
Family representatives should be 
part of this policy-making. Policy
makers in the media and in the
public sector also must work for
an equitable distribution of media
resources on the nation-al a.ad irner
national levels, while respecting the 
integiity of traditional cultures. The 
media should not appear to ha,·e an 
agenda hostile to the sound family 
values of traditional cultures or
the goal of replacing those values.
as part of a process of globaliza
tion, with the secularized values of
consumer society. 
- From 1.hc Holy Father's address for World 

Communications Oay, 2004. 
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the Democrats leader, Andrew Bartlett, 
to congratulate Luck 'for bringing 
some reality to reality TV and stating a 
basic fact. It is very sad to see Minister 
Vanstone either not understanding 
or deliberately lying to the Australian 
people: 

On tl1e internet, Luck quickly became 
a figure of fun. Tim Rowe, a 2 1 -year-old 
Melbourne student and software devel
oper, put a photo of Luck on his website 
inro which you could insert your own 
slogan. Sydney blogger Tim Blair replaced 
'FR.££ TII REFUGEES' with 'VOTE FOR 
JOfil HOWARD: and other such lines. 

E\'en Luck's appearance on Rove Live 
was cause for mirth. His protest slogan 
was again altered, t.h.is time to read 'Free 
J -Lo's New Husband'. 

Tm excellent; Luck told host Rove 
:\lc:Hanus. 'I'm so proud of myself.' The 
booing audience hadn't deterred him, 
he said, because 'there were pockets of 
people' supponing him. 

:rvlcManus, who had a toy robot used 
in an earlier segment under his desk, srud: 
·You're boring the robot. 

Unfazed, Luck said: 'That robot 
reminds me of me. He looks really aggres
sive ... but he's jusc a really chilled, fLm 
kind of dude: 

Much of the ridicule of Luck came 
from initial claims by Ten that he spent 
even years in Australia as a refugee 

after arriving from Germany at age four. 
Wl1en Luck peeled off the gaffer tape, he 
revealed his famjJy had overstayed their 

tourist visas and lived here iUegaUy for 
seven years. In Luck's world, that seems 
to make you a refugee. 

In a nutshell, that is the problem 
with the debate. Refugee advocates 
have commandeered the term 'refugee' 
to apply to aU needy people who desire 
to move to Australia, even illegal immi
grancs claiming to be refugees. Mandatory 
detenrion of illegal entrants has been in 
place since 1992, with little fanfare until 
it became a pol.icical bludgeon against the 

• 

... 



.Prime Mi.n.ister, John Howard, before the 
last election. 

Mistakes have been made. and 
keeping children in detention appe.ar.; to 
have been one of them. Yiolence. riou. 
and suicide anempt.5 from rejeaed ��ium 
seekers made the ennronmem in mam--of 
the centres dangerolli and unsuirahle. Bue 
Vanstone has been quied�- monng chil
dren our of the ce.nrre,_ 

Decemion i� harsh. bat judging b� 
Vanstone's claim tlw. cbe-re h.n·e been no 
illegal boat arm.ili ,,i;nce December 2C( I. 
it appears the m�5.ale � co the crim
inal synclicaces who nm ��g 
rackets has been heeded. aIJo,..ing m to 
tailor our refugee int.ale to tale in tho;e 
most in need 

Auscralia has a� resenlemem 
program for genume rem�, taking 
about 100,00G in the pa..q decade.. says 
Vanstone's office. Jbt. bummvarun intake 
has been 12.CO: people a� for the past 
seven years, "ith an mcrea.....e co 13,000 
this year, of ,..--hom 6{(( are refugees. 
mostly from Africa.. Yoc could argue rhe 
number is too kM-., bm nc.. char Australia 
lacks compassion. 

... take those most in need 

Take the u-eannem or the Bakhtiari 
family. who haTI! chimed co be refugees 
from Afg:hani,..n. � i:boogh four years 
of taxpayer-funded � anion. from the 
Refugee � Tribunal lO rhe High 
Ooun, has found them noc co be refugees 
but Pakistan uarioml-. The mother, Roqia 
Bakhtiari is_- tmn:; ",th her six chil
dren in an Adelaide hou;e under super
vision. But the .\BC re\ ealed this year that 
before she 1DCMrl ;he had been Living with 
her newhom son in an Adelaide motel, at a 
cosr to raxpayen of �r 750,000. 

Despite such ridiculous largesse, i t  
suits some refugee act.insts co  portray 
Australia as a land of cruel rednecks. 
Comedian Tun fergmon derided Big 
Brother·s liw audience as <Queensland 
squinting suburbanites·. who had inex
plicably rejected LucL 'simple humani
tarian message: 

Bue it" more likelv the audi-
� ence i just bored "ith the abuse 

and distortions. 

MIRANDA DETT\CE is a columnist for the S!Jdne!I 
Moming Eferald and the SIUI-Hera/d. Previously she 
worked as a repone,- for lhe Dail!J Tekgraph ,md, in 
the US, for the Bosttm Hmzld She sirs on the board 
of die Ca,ho/ic Weelrly and oo die editorial advisory 
board of Quadrrmt magazine. 
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MEDIA MATIERS 

By JAMES MURRAl· 

Slow Times ·ot rn. Considered responses are better. Ask 
Mark Latham who,e mouth moved so much faster 
than his brain that he ga\·e the Labor Opposition 
a new. negative policy on Iraq quicker than a teen
ager could Hip a Macdonald·s burger. 

P
OLITICIANS and clerics share at least one
d1arncteriscic: they tend to be targeted by jour

nalists for the length of time they take to reveal 
their derelictions and apologise for them. But what 
about the amount of time it can take newspapers Pottering to Fortune 
to admit guile? 

Case in point: Tlie New
recently has it got round 
to admitting that its pre
Gulf War II coverage 
of Saddam Hussein's 
weapons of mass destruc
tion 'was not as rigorous 
as it should have been'. 
The Fairfax newspa
pers, which take the NY

T

syndication service, were 
similarly laggard in their 
admission (SMH May 
27). Apologies? Well, no. 
But the SMH was able to 
call the syndicated stories 
it published 'problematic'. 
Imagine the SM/findig
nation if a politician or 
a clergyman were to use 
such a self-serving term. 

Journalists live in a 
time zone speedier than 
chat of the world they 
report on. For journal
ists today is tomorrow so 
they are as conditioned to 
expect quicker reactions 
from others than they are 
prepared to give. 

The advent of jour
nalists turned spin
doccors has accelerated 
the process. They, too, are 
conditioned to speed. In 
addition their reputations, 
as well as the enhance-

York Times. Only A. CCORDL,C ro legend. the original Harry
.t\_poner book. :taned in an Edinburgh coffee 

J
ULIAN S.imon appears to be correcr
when stating tbat population �.h

does not have a sraristically n�me 
effect upon economic growth. \\'e tn«?" 
that from 30 years of careful quantita

tive scientific studies - just the oppo
site of what the public believes. BecaIL--e 
human know.ledge allows us co produce

more finished products om of fe,.·er � 
materials, natural resource are becoming 
more available. The air and wate.r in 
rich coLtntries is becoming cleaner. )lost

importantly, human beings are liring 
much longer than ever before. 

- 'P.opulmion Growth benefits the e11•itOIWiK' 

Religion a11d Lihe,�y 5 (2) pp!-3. quoced in Samud 
Gregg, Beyond R.ama,ui<1:m, Cem:re for lodrprndnv 

Srndies, Sydney. 2000 

"hop. landed on 
pobli�hing slush pile 
in London along with 
other firsc-cime MSS, 
and was rescued from 
oblivion by a secretary 
looking for a lunchtime 
read. ;\OW Harry Potter 
and hi friends continue 
co conjure golden waves 
of money in bookshops 
and cinemas, video stores 
and television, for the 
author JK Rowling and 
Time ·warner as well as 
providing pension supple
ments for veteran British 
actors. 

Perhaps execu-
tives of Time Warner 
rival, Viacom, should 
remember this, given that 
the Viacom subsidiary 

imon and Schuster has 
announced it will accepl 
no more MSS from first
time authors. 

Certainly the Howard 
Coalition Government, 
;vnonymous with open 
c·om petition, should 
encourage the Australia 
Council through its 
Literature Board to 

ment of future executive prospects back in jour
nalism or in business, depend on their ability to 
persuade their political bosses that immediate 

refuse any available 
subsidies to publisher� who operate what is 
effectively a closed shop. ubsidies should go to 
companies, including university presses, prepared 
to encourage new calenc. responses are necessary. 
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Morris Major left your financially illiterate correspondent with 
the impression that if television is a licence to print 
money, Macquarie-style banking is a 1.icence to 
print it twice using other people's paper and ink. 

Gambling Aid 

S 
PJl\T doctor DOD pareil Grahame :11Iorris bas
achieved a world first. He ,, rices a regular 

(and wir�) column in the .�fedia section of Tl1e
Australian. �lore often than DOr. this is foot-noted 
wich the informarioD that )forri · i director of 
Jackson "efu �forri5. Jusc 50. as if cbe trio's busi
ness acrh;n- "'ere as well known as that of the 
Three Sw"f� rather man high-priced bur discreet 

U
NDER its editor in chief, Gary Linnell,
Tlze Bulletin has been going in hard on the 

subject of the gangs of Melbourne and their drug 
wars. Its interview (by Adam Shand) with Mike P R -in� 5omerimes there 

is an addeDdnm that 
�lorri� '\Oo·orl:ed a: an 
adYi.--er tO Prime l1ini�rer 
John Ho"' ud .-\ll m all. 
iw.�er.. tlri., is h.rrdfr the 
lent of di,.dornre under 
which th<:> file,;. of John 
I.a ... £ and ,.\..b.n Jones now 
ha,� to llo'Od... 

\\uh =-.dlvus chut
zpah. .Morri,, ,..alls bis 
column .&yan,:' �pin. Your 
corre,,-ponc..cnt -'" aics the 
colw:.m m llon.ic.h �!orris 
e.xplaub ll-bc- h�s cliencs 
are and ho,- his PR work 
for �m I£ he�·oDd spin. 
Or �en better re,·eals 
the �m h"' hao ,nought 
for �m. .-\.nd for cash. 
Oi..zy he does not have 
co do me ID hi5 column. 
Bat he m1:;,bc manage it 
under <i'Ccstioning from 
Tony Jones when next 
he ap!'<'ars on che ABC's 
La/Jdinr.. 

Eggs. Macquarie

TJle beH of the ABC's 
J. . Vtduz Watch anchors, 

Richard Ackland made 
an inaiguing poinc in his 
column S.lfH. June 25) 
ibouc the growing infJu
ence ot im·e·tmenr insr.i
nnion, on the practice of 
journalism. In this con.nec-

------- - - - - - --- - -- Gatto, awaiting a-ial in jail 

I 
observing the quality of thinking in

alienated man, it is striking to see how 
his intelligence has developed and how his 
reason has deteriorated. He takes his reality 
for granted; he wanes to eat it, consume it, 
touch it, manipulate it. He does not even 
ask what is behind it, why things are as they 
are, and where Lhey are going. From the 
nineteenth century to our day, there seems 
co have occurred an observable increase 
in stupidity, if by this we mean the oppo
site to reason, rather than to intelligence. 
In spite of the fact that everybody reads the 
daily paper religiously, there is an absence 
of understanding of the meaning of poUtical 
events which is truly frightening, because 
our intelligence helps us to produce 
weapons which ow· reason is not capable of 
cono-olling. Indeed, we have the know-bow, 
but we do not have the know-why, nor the 
know-what-for. We have many persons with 
good and high intelligence quotients, but 
our intelligence tests measure the ability to 
memorize, to manipulate thoughts quickly -
but not to reason. 

- Erich Fromm, 17,e Sane Society, 1968 edition,
ppl71-172 

on a charge of murder, 
stretched the limits of the 
word scoop. Gatto was 
forthcoming on the need 
for a crime commission. 
He was less forthcoming 
on the advantages of 
Melbourne's splendidly 
opulent Crown Casino 
which, like Tile Bulletin, is 
also controlled by Kerry 
Packer. 

Surprising. If casinos 
did not exist, criminals 
would have to invent 
them for money laun
dering, a practice gener
alJy considered easier in 
direct ratio with the size 
of the casino. Chjef Police 
Commissioner Christine 
Nixon made this clear on 
ABC radio when she said 
a major part of dealing 
with organised crime is 
looking at the casino. 'It's 
just part of rhe organised 
crime milieu: she said. 

Reagan Memorial 

H
ECTARES of news
print went into the 

coverage of President 
Ronald Reagan's death 
and obsequies - the 
equivalent, in his Irish 
ancestral culture, of at 

rion. he mentioned Macquarie Bank's Media Fund 
which aims ro put rogether a battery of newspaper, 
radio and n1 geese in che hope of a dozen or so 
golden eggs. And maybe some pate de Joie gras for 
ics legendary chevoos. 

least a week-long wake. 
Amid the death-of.forests reportage, Newsweek

magazine's Jon Meacham made two crucial points. 
First, Reagan's time as a trade-union leader in 
Hollywood (Screen Actors Guild) taught him the 
value of 'expansive, even extensive opening bids, 
knowing that in the end he would have t0 make a 
deal for less'. Second, it was Reagan, notorious as 
the progenitor of the Star Wars defensive system, 
who negotiated in 1987 a precedent-setting o·eaty 

Reporcs. particularly those of Alan Kohler 
( 'Jl,-JH. June 8) and Michael West (The Australian.
June 3) on the brilliant, not to say mind-boggling, 
way Macquarie Bank structures its ventures have 
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with Russia for nuclear disarmament. such as che ACCC. The settlement, ir should be 
added, was on the basis of'without admissions'. Many suggestlon have been made for the further 

commemoratlon of Ronald Reagan. What about a 
Reagan Foundation ro enable trade union leaders 
to fulfil their potential as politicians, particularly 
when confronted with blow-in rock stars like Peter 
Garrett. More seriously what about the Reagan 
Reduction not only involving nucleai- disarmament 
in America and Russia but also Britain, France, 
China, India, Pakistan and Israel? 

Your correspondent first came across similarly 
tight, .retail tenancy conditions when working for 
The National Times back in the early 1980s. They 
involved the Crown Agents who manage royal 
estate ventures. Your correspondent wonders 
whether a 'without admissions' settlement would 
have been reached had Buckingham Palace rather 
tl1ai1 Westfield Mall been involved. 

Menadue's Matilda Oily Policy 

THREE cheers, okay, two and a half, for John
M enad ue's p I an to I.a unch a weekly internet 

newslette1; New lltfatilda <\\fW'\v.newmatllda.com> 
C

OUNTRY A helps to liberate country B from
tl1e posr-colonial hegemony of country C 

and then imiscs on the valid icy of a pre-liberation 
treaty ic negotiated wirh country C which is detriMenadue's CV includes stints as Ambassador 

to Japan, Canberra 
mandarin, Murdoch satrap 
and Qantas chief execu
tive as well as work with 
the Matt Talbot Hostel, 
Sydney. He has reportedly 
said that New Matilda aims 
to 'break news that is rele
vant to a more modern 
and generous spirited 
Australia and profession
ally analyse events and 
issues'. 

He has established a 
private company and gath
ered an impressive list of 
auxiliaries. New Matilda

follows the establish
ment of another Menadue 
newsletter called Online

Catlwlics, edited by Kate 
Mannix. 

Westfield Mauled 

HEADLINE of the
millenium (so far): 

WESTFIELD PROMISES 
NOT TO BULLY (SMH 

June 18). This was over 
a report by Anthony 
Hughes. It detailed how 
Frank Lowy's Westfield 
Holdings had been forced 

'Uncommonly 
wel I-worked up' 

!THINK it is worth pointing om rbat
the difficulties people find in accepring

the Catholic position are not entirelJ of 
our making. Assuredly there is no in ri
tution in the world whose enemies ha,·e 
mugged up their brief against it so care
fully, dragging to light every circumstance 
which could discredit it, and occa.«ionally. 

with varying degrees of excuse, just Iring 
about it. That mass of prejudice doe;; 
weigh against us very heavily. especiallJ 
in England, and provides ready excuse• 
for anybody who is inclined co reject our 
position. I do not say there is nothing 
against us; I only say that what there i� 
against us has been uncommonly well 
worked up and is easy to come by. 
- Monsignor Ronald Knox. DijJiailtia 1930. Ronald 
Knox. son of the Anglican Bishop of Mandiesler. "'-"' 

,·eceived into the Catholic Church in 191 � -

mental to the viability of 
country B. 

Extraordinary. Yer this 
is what Australia is doing 
to Ease Timor in relation 
ro the oil resources under 
the sea between Australia
and East Timor. And it 
is doing it 10 tbe tune of 
Adeance Austmlia Fai1: 

�ure. it can be argued that 
Australia has the letter of 
the law on its side. But it 
did not act on the letter of 
the law when it went into 
East Tirnor, it acted in the 
spirit of the law. There is 
power politics and oil poli 
tics, and the greedier and 
more pernicious of these 
is oil politics. 

Question of 
Balance 

THE doctrine of the 
separation of Churcl1 

and State gets shorter 
shrift from the State when 
failures of the Church 
are involved than vice
versa. Why? Because a 
s.ecularism advances stare

by the Australian Competition and Consumers 
Commission through Federal Court action to 
deliver an undertaking not to use conditions in 
private tenancy dispute settlements that effectively 
stop tenams taking the matter further with parties 

power increases. resulting
in the erosion of the freedoms secularists consider 
rheir rather than the products of Church teaching, 
acting as a couorervailing force to state power 
which always tends co the cotalitarian. 

(c) Au ·era!-\ledia Pty Ltd 2004
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MIDDLE EAST 

Let:S not cut and run 

VITAL CAUSE HAMPERED BY WEAK TOOLS 

HE ,eemingl� end.le; 
parade of sanctimony 
and scorn direeted ar 
the [n.ited Sw� m the 
mulrifariou� oudets of 

· opinion in Australia
-""""'<--....:.1i,;,...� and el'"'-here - Kould 
carry more comicrion if thev were to 
offer some credible altemaaw other 
than the 'cut and nm· 50lution. Pontius 
Pilate could not haw done better. 

I recall expre55.in� r-e5e1variow about 
the Iraq cru ade before �I year·s inva
sion, not ouc of any concern for the 
justice of the cause bot becau•e of the 
serious risks invohed in the pooc-conflict 
stabilisation of Iraq. "-nether under the 
auspices of cbe roiled .\"acions or the 
United Staces. the eminent!� predictable 
outcome were a prodoet of cwo reali
ties: one, chat Iraq k fundamentally an 
artificial state ,.;th such serious fissip
arous cendencie; that national unity is 
at be t a cender plane and. second, that 
peace operatiofu demand exceptional 
skill cha1 are notably lacking in most 
military fo� including and. perhaps 
especially. tho;e of the Coi1ed Scates. 

There is no doub1 char the Americans 
are good a1 fighting high intensity 
conventional wars. Their ability to 
deploy. use and �u:;rain massive combat 
power has ne,-er been equalled. At the 
same time. the c- mili1ary culture is 
one wliicb rrea� the individual soldier 
as linJe more than a purveyor of lethal 
force. Peace operations. essentia.lly the 
establishment and maintenance of civil 
order, demand a much more focussed 
and resrrained human and intellectual 
exercise of force. 

Of course, exerci ing restraint is 
enormously difficult in rhe face of 
the frequent ambushes by insurgents 
using cheap, lethal and widely avail
able weapons. That it can be done is 
evidenced by the much more stable 
areas under British control. The key to 
effectiveness lies in the training and 

By MICHAEL O'CONNOR 

doctrine of those forces deployed for 
peace enforcement. 

There can be no e:x;cuse for the 
recent appalling torture and humiliation 
of Iraqj detainees, however bloodstained 
1hey may or may not be as individ
uals. The culprits must be tracked down 
and dealt with publicly under the most 
severe provisions of military law. That 
includes their immediate commanders 
who are directly answerable for the 
conduct of their u·oops. No other course 
will serve to undo the damage that has 
been done. 

The challenge to any military 
command is co ensure that troops are 
properly trained for the tasks they are 
given by their political masters. Effective 
peace enforcement in a conflict situa
tion demands good fighting troops 
who, in addition, are trained in the 
very demanding techniques of exer 
cising restraint and selectivity under 
the most difficult conditions. As one 
example, we hear much of the dangers 
to fraqi civilians from US forces but the 
challenge for the soldier under fire is 
to determine just who is a civilian and 
who is an insurgent, the latter invari
ably in civilian clothing. This is made 
more difficult iJ1 Iraq because of a local 
culture of carrying and discharging 
firearms as some kind of machismo. 

TI TE feel that we can acquire
VV everything material or 

immaterial by buying it, and thus 
things become ours independ
ently of any creative effort of our 
own in relation to them. 

- Erich Fri>mm, The .fear of Freedom, 1960 

ANNALS AUSTRALASIA 37 JULY 2004 

Perhaps the solution will be that 
anyone carrying a weapon who is not 
an identifiable member of an official 
law enforcement agency be given one 
cha.nee to lay down that weapon or take 
the consequences. Thai practice, estab
lished and enforced by the Australians 
in Somalia in 1992, worked for the 
ordinary law abiding citizens of Baidoa 
who had been the victims of their own 
home-grown bandits. 

Key factors contributing to the pris
oner abuse disaster include the use of 
contracted civilian interrogators not 
subject to military law, and the use of 
inadequately trained reserve units. In 
the wider sense, the American occupa
tion forces seem to be excessively tied 
to their vehicles which are very vulner
able to rocket propelled grenades or 
the roadside bombs. Nor do they seem 
10 be sufficiently trained in detecting 
and dealing with ambushes before they 
occur. fo such circumstances, their vehi
cles become coffins. 

No one pretends that pacification 
is easy but the necessary doctrines are 
well understood and the skills can be 
taught. The British have shown tha1, as 
has the Auso·alian Army in a number of 
dangerous missions that were concluded 
successfully and with al.most no casu
alties. Of course, in Somalia, to our 
shame, we did cut a11d run, leaving the 
victims 10 their fate. 

Even with properly trained rroops, paci
fication in Iraq wiU be a long term issue, 
not helped by the continued external 
support of the insurgents. Copping out 
by putting a former Republican Guard 
general in command of even less well
trained troops in places like Fallujah will 
exacerbate rather than solve the problem. 
Nor is the process helped by the l
constant sniping of the holier-than- · · 
thou brigade. 

l\'f1CfL1EL O'CONNOR AM retired last year as exect1Live 

director of the Australia Defence Association. The 

opinions expressed here are his own. 
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CATHOLIC HISTORY 

Edmund Campion - A man who knew the measure ef things 

A MARTYR WITH A MESSAGE 

..,. .. , __ _,,.ATHOLICS in Britain 
seem to be rediscov
ering one of their 
greatest heroes. Recently 
a meeting in London 
listened spellbound 

L.Jl...,. ___ i:.., to the author of a new 
booklet on St Edmund Campion, one 
of tl1e Forty English and Welsh Martyrs 
canonised by Pope Paul VI in 1970. The 
speaker was Alex Haydon, and in addi
tion to addressing groups in London be 
has also spoken at a special pilgrimage to 

Lyford Grange, the house in the Thames 
Valley where the saint was captured. 

Campion is being discovered by a 
new generation. 'Campion studies' are 
flourishing at Catholic colleges in the 
USA, wh.ile serious historians in Britain -
already influenced by the new approach 
to the Reformation launched by Eamonn 
Duffy's 'St1ipping of the Altars- are exam
ining again the reign of Elizabeth I 

By J OA.i'-�A BOGLE

and finding chat she was perhaps not 
the Gloriana portrayed by the polh
ically-correct historians of a ProteHam 
milieu. St Edmund Campion ¥-·as an 
Anglican deacon at Oxford. who ga\'e 
up the prospect of a glittering career in 
order to follow bis conscience and join 
the Catholic Church. As this was in the 
reign of Elizabeth L this meant flerin;; 

England and studying abroad. He joined 
the Jesuits and was ordained.� 
eventuaUy to England as " mi<sioo;,ry. 

Rumour has it that Campion B 10 be 
the subject of Mel Gibson' nen film. It 
is certainly a tale overdue for dramari...sa
don on tl1e big screen - here is adTen.
ture, controversy, passionate de:b:ne. a 
hero of remarkable good looks and bril
liant mind giving him elf u.n.reseITedly 
to a great and noble cause. If Cih..-.on 
can only get over his anci-Engfull preju
dices and do justice co Cam.pion's bear.:
felt patriotism, and the awesome beauty 

Frightening the masses 

M
ODERN liberals try to
frighten Americans by 

saying that religious conserv
atives 'want to impose their 
morality on others.' That 
is palpable foolishness. All 
participants in politics want to 
'impose' on others as much of 
their morality as possible, and 
no group is more i.risistenc on 
that than I iberals. Religious 
conservatives are 11ot authori
tarian. To the degree they have 
their way, it will be through 
democratic processes. The 
culture would then resemble 
tl1e better aspects of the 19.50s; 
and that would be cause for 
rejoicing. 

{ij�f ���ULD Sf OP 1RE.P 
1MPO�\NC. Ot-\ 'IOU!{ 

-Judge Robert H. Bork, Slouching towanis Como,roh, Regan .Books, 1996-
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of the Ibame vaUey coumryside where 
much of the drama was played out, this 
could be an all-rime great. 

Bm why is Edmund Campion 
suddenly so popular? He has long ranked 
somewhere behind Saines Thomas More 
and John fi her in Catholic imagina
tion and folk memory. Is it perhaps that 
the manner of his death was so hideous, 
the tom.i.re inflicted on him in tl1e Tower 
of London so terrifying, that we cannot 
bear to think about it? Or is it, yet more 
uncomforcably, that his life has a more 
c:ballenging message than even those of 
rtsher and More? They were great men 
in public life - one a Bishop, the other 
Lord Chancellor. They died because they 
refused ro acknowledge the power of 
the cate to dissolve a genuine Catholic 
marriage, and because they knew that 
lo�·alty to the Pope, successor of St Peter� 
is. central to tl1e life of the Church and 
inextricably bound up with it. These are 
me.s ages necessary and powerful for our 
dav. 

Bue Campion gives us something 
further - the dash and adventure of the 
hero who is not presented with risks 
inescapable from his deepest convicdons, 
bur deliberately seeks out those risks and 
dares all for Christ and the good cause. 

Edmund Campion could have had 
the highest prizes in life - he was an 
outstanding scholar, chosen to declaim 
the speech of welcome to the Queen 
when she made her stately visit ro 
Oxford early in her reign, a.nd he had 
nawral gifts of energy, humour, common 
sense and charm. When he resigned 
Anglican orders and went abroad to join 
the Jesuits and study for the Catholic 
prie5thood, he lmew exactly what he was 
doing. Ahead lay danger, exhaustion, 
and probably, a martyr's death. 

B,· the time be returned to England 
a a missionary, Campion had already 
distinguished himself as a playwright, 
preacher. teacher and scholar at the 
courc of the Emperor and in travels to 
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various countries. Always obeclienc co the 
Church, he gave his talents generously 
and saw everything through the untrou
bled eyes of a Catholic for whom an 
unbroken tradition of consLtent teaching 
was a central reality of the Faith. He had 
a robust way of speaking. It is not hard 
to imagine what his commen� might be 
on those who try co claim. for ex.ample. 
that homosexual acrincy cease;; to be a 
sin once it becom� fashionable. or thac 
aborting an unborn child is a matter of 
personal choice which Chn..-.oan.; iliouJd 
affirm and honour. 

In his fawou5 declaration co the 
nation. announcing lu,. miillon. Campion 
declaimed with pas;_ion hi;;. full commit 
ment co the Catholic fanh. including its 
most controversa... 2$pe=. and his will
ingness to debate n ,-rrh all comers. 
After his capture and impri.-onmenr. he
was co fulfil that plcd�e -..;th honour -
captivating his audience :md impressing 
even his enem.Jc ,.,th hi;; mow!edge 
and wisdom f'l"en airer"' eek, of torture 
when forced imo a public debate with 
the Anglican � oi hi;;. day who 
were attempciz.ig � refute Catholic teach
ings. 

Herein lies ms appeal to the current 
generation. Illl: i: .1 Ill.3Il who knew the 
measure of chinf.:, He could see - as 
others could DO( - the urgency of evan
gelisation. the impo,-,:ibilicy of 'waiting 
riU thin� calmed do"""JJ. or hoping that
heresy would ,imply go away. Here is 
some one who an,wer;: the call to the 
priesthood •,nr:h a recognition chat it 
demands heroism. He 1s not nostalgic 
for rimes �-... .:hough he dearly loves 
his nacioo·s noble hismr:·- and especially 
its loJ·alr; and rommicment co the faith 
passed on from one generation to the 
next.. Bm hiE primary commitment is to
the needs or the da� - especially those of 
the Catholic fa.ithful. confused and fright
ened �- the lethal .mixture of persecuti.on 
and the stn1ctu.red deli,·ery of heretical 
doctrine. 

This i� a sainc chat Catholics in 
Britain coday idencify as one with a 
message for here and now. This message 
does not so much concern physical 
martyrdom - all we can do in learning 
of what he suffered is remain in awe. 
We must all surely be under no illusion 
about how hopelessly anyone raised in 
the comforts of modern Britain would 
fare .in conditions even vaguely approx
imating to those of an Elizabethan 
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prison. No, where we seek his message 
is in his refusal to bow to the accepted 
cliches of his day, even those uttered 
by fellow Catholics. He was not one for 
ducking the real issues, swerving aside 
to get embroiled in politics, or vaguely 
hoping that currying favour with the 
powers-that-be would produce a long
term solution. He was a priest with a 
missionary task, faithful to his orders, 
commissioned by chose encrusted by 
the Church tO do so, answerable only to 
them and to God. 

Evelyn Waugh, in his superb biog
raphy of Edmund Campion, ends by 
pointing out the differences between 
this saint's deatb and that of the better
known Thomas More. The latter walked 
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out co kneel before a swift blow from 
the headsman's axe in bright June 
sunshine. Campion was dragged through 
the London streets with horse manure 
falling on his head, and disembow
el.led before a shouting mob at a sordid 
gallows. Both are great saints, but there 
is something about the human ghastli
ness of Camp.ion's deatl1 that speaks to 
any generation raised on humbug and 
cynicism. He chaUenges our souls.l 
No wonder his life speaks to the 
present generation. · 

JOANNA BOCLE is a London-based author, journalis1 
and broadcaster. She spent the early years of her 

married life in Germany where her IJusbaod Jamie 

was serving with I.be British Army. Her books include 
a biography of the last Emperor of Austria•Hungary, 
written jointly wid, Jamie. 
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Coffee and Cigarettes 
Writer/director Jim Jannusch is a 

risk raker. Here he takes a big one by 
as embling a case of well-known players 
co chat co each in what amounts to a 
series of short sketches. It could also be 
called Celebrity Talking Heads since it 
includes the likes of Roberto Benigni, 
Steve Buscemi, Iggy Pop, Tom Waits, 
Cate Blanchett, Alfred Molina, Steve 
Coogan and Bill Murray. 

Despite this star power, not all the 
sketches work at fulJ wattage. But when 
they do the results are brilljanc - though 
not brilliant enough to illuminate the 
dull ones. 

Cate Blanchett is both lustrous and 
green (with envy) playing a star and a 
cousin who drops in for a visit before a 
round of media interviews. The distinc
tion with which Blanchett carries off the 
contrast between stellar courtesy and 
rude determination not to be impressed 
marks her as one of those consummate 
players destined for great character 
roles when young stardom fades. 

Alfred Molina and Steve Coogan 
also hie the funny-bone as a pair of 
Brit actors playing the status game in 
Hollywood over a pot of tea rather than 
coffee. Molina shades from amiability to 
lethal put-down as Coogan - too late, 
coo late - realises his coolness card bas 
been out-trumped. 

MIS+ SFFV *****

Somersault 
Yes, stars are born. In Cate 

Shortland's debut feature, the new
born star is Abbie Cornish who gives 
a performance of sruning authority as 
Heidi, a teenager who mistakes sex for
love. Shortland makes splendid use
of the Jindabyne snow fields but not 
enough of the gap between wayfarers 
and permanent residents like Joe (Sam 
Worthington). Shortland is also reso
lute in her directing of sex scenes, yet 
irresolute in bringing her movie to a 
clear-cut conclusion as if forgetting 
that sex, like patriotism, is not enough 
for greacness. 

:MAIS+ NFFV *****

The Return 
(Vozrashchniye) 

In his feature film debur fiJm maker 
Andrey Zvyagintsev has set himself a 
mark he may fmd difficult to top during 

ANNALS MOVIES 

By ]AM£ MURRAY 

the rest of his career. The power of his 
story is in direct ratio co its simplicity: 
brothers Vanya (han Dobronravov) 
and Andrey ('1adimir Garin) li,·e 
with their mOlher (:'.\acali Ydo\·ina) in 
a bleak northern cown. Back into ilieir 
lives comes their father (Konstantin 
Lavronenko), whose har,:hnes5 and 
survival skills may have been learned in 
tl1e army - or prison. 

He takes his sons on a fishing uip 
which cums into an exploration of 
their relationship and a te~c of their 
courage. Zvyagintsev draw, from his 
cast performances which are ac once 
both ordinary and extraordinary. He 
also uses the camera withom airuine;;s 
so that it becomes a clear "iodm-· on a 
sombre world. 

Shaolin Soccer 
Stephen Chow Sing-chi' comedy 

about a group of losers turning them
selves into a champion football team 
is part Monty Python, pan the Three 
Stooges and funny enough co srop 11 rim: 
between lager louts and cops. 

.PG SFFV * "-* ,, <:< 

Intermission 
Irish stew of a movie. Colm }feany, 

playing a hard but camera-conscioo
cop, is the spuds. Colin Farrell. as a 
vicious, petty crook with ambition_ is 
the meat, tough and more than slightly 
rancid. 

Neophyte director John Crowley 
(script Mark O'Rowe), sees up a muJri
tiered story in the suburbs of Dublin 
where despite relative prospericy Irish 
eyes appear to be more often black than 
smiling. 

From Scotland (to which an Irish 
tribe gave its name) come actresses 
Kelly Macdonald and Shirley 
Henderson. They combine darkly as 
Dublin sisters involved in the low-jinks. 
Henderson (sportmg the kind of mou 
tache Selma Hayek eschewed in Frieda) 
is subtly fine as the more timid sister 
with gruesome memories of an overseas 
u·ip.

Ultimately, however, the movie is so
intently atrabilious that it elicits only 

ANNALS AUSTRALASIA 40 JULY 2004 

rueful amusement. To paraphrase WB 
Yeats: 'Romantic movie Ireland's dead 
and gone, it lies with John Ford's Quiel 
Man in the grave: But do Crowley and 
O'Rowe have to shovel so much cynica� 
black sod on cop of it? 

MAIS+ NFFV *****

The Stepford Wives 
Remake of the 1975 movie, directed 

by Bryan Forbes, scripted by William 
Goldman and based on Ira Levin's 
novel. Durable prototype. But not 
durable enough. The basic premise of 
husbands who secure for themselves 
perfectly submissive wives doesn't 
quice work anymore even with a cast 
that includes Nicole Kidman, Matthew 
Broderick, Christopher Walken and 
Glenn Close. 

In  a supporting role, Bette Midler 
does her formidable best but seems 
to decide that the movie is not worth 
;:tealing. J\exc time round, it should 
be called The Stepford Husbands with 
Kidman·s husband a chef. As it is she 
!ooh skinny enough ro have been
caJTed from a kebab skewer.

:\115- �FFY *****

Harry Potter and The 

Prisoner of Az:kaban 

Director .llionso Cuaron bas dark
ened the landscape in which Harry 
Pouer (Daniel Radcliffe) has his 
'1riz.ard .adl"eotures along with his 
friend, Hennione (Emma Watson) and 
B.on Ropen Grim). Cuaron has also 
iocre.a£ed the special effects shocks. 
[;nforrnnately, with scriptwriter Steve 
lilo¥e,_ he does not maintain a clear 
narr.ui,·e Line so that some may have to 
rely on younger Potter scholars of the 
JK Rowling books to understand what 
�going on. 

PG SFFV * * ***

The Control Room 
Harvard graduate Jehane Noujaim's 

documentary is rough around the edges. 
Yet not so rough as what she describes: 
cbe campaign in Iraq as seen mainly 
from che perspective of executives and 
reporters of Al Jazeera, the Arab televi-
ion station, based in Qatar, patterned 

after the BBC, watched by 40 million 
Muslims and monitored by the world's 
intelligence agencies. 

She captures the sleepless dedica-
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tion of Al Jazeera staff as r11ey eek co 
penetrate the fog of war in Baghdad. 
And their ambivalence in the remark of 
an executive that he ,,ill be sending his 
children to America to li,·e there perma
nently. _ oujaim let the remark hang in 
silence so chat we wonder wheilier his 
children will be pro- or anti-American. 

Her documentary ends with 
Americans dismantling the awning on 
the stage from which war communi
ques were delivered. The shot implies 
that the circus is leaving cown. Not so. 
Jehane Noujaim will surely make a 
sequel to her debut docu.memary. 

J.II15+ NFFV *****

Jersey Girl 

Incredibly, there is not enough 
Jennifer Lopez in this woebgeone 
comedy. She die in childbirili, leaving 
Ben Affleck, torn between his career as 
a hotshot publicist. Ollie, and bringing 
up baby, Gertie. As played by Raquel 
Castro she L a charmer who turns 
Ollie's hardhean co gold. 

Writer/director Ke,in mith main
tains a zippy pace except when he 
collides with yuckines in rhe scenes 
where Ollie meet� )faya (Liv Tyler) his 
replacemem "i.te to be. 

�115- �FFV ***** 

Thunderstruck 

So high i, the opening decibel 
count on chi, rock--n'-roU comedy, you 
half expecr co see chat the movie was 
financed by a hearing-aid company. And 
the plot ech� the recent Michael Caine 
comedy La.rt Orders in which a group 
of Cockney, got together to scatter the 
ashe- of an old friend in the sea. 

Here the friend Ronnie (Sam 
Wonh.i.ngcon) is not o old. But he has 
asked for something more bizzare than 
sea-burial. He wanes his ashes to be laid 
nen co Bon con, legendary AC/DC
drummer. 

This entails a rran -conrinental 
journey from Sydney to Perth where 
the main landscape feature is a cameo 
by John Doyle playing a Hoganesque 
garage proprietor. 

Ml5+ NFFV *****

Raising Helen 

The half-pun in the title is indic
ative of this romantic comedy's less 
than full-measure delivery on its 

Official 
Classifications key 

G: for general exhibition; PG: 

parental guidance recommended 

for pers ons under I 5 years; 

M 15+: recommended for mature 

audiences I 5 years and over; MA 15+: 

restrictions apply to persons under 

the age of IS; R 18+: Restricted t o  

adults, 18 years and over. 

Annals supplementary 
advice 

SFFV: Suitable F or Family Viewing; 

NFFV: Not For Family Viewing. 

potential: the challenge to a whip
smart magazine editor to look after 
her suddenly orphaned nephew and 
ne1ces. 

Kate Hudson as the titular Helen 
displays her endearing young charms. 
But the antique remark 'curate's egg' 
applies with the variation that it is a 
Lutheran pastor's egg since director 
Gary Marshall elects to have Corbett 
bring on a Lutheran as the love-interest. 
He also gives Joan Cusack a splendid 
speech in defence of motherhood. 
Marshall is a latterday Frank Capra who 
doesn't enjoy Capra's confidence that 
his audience is with him. 

PG SFFV *****

Mean Girls 

The premise of Tina Fey's script is 
promising, if implausible: Cady (Lindsay 
Lohan) finds herself having to deal with 
the wild rituals of education in America 
after living in a part of Africa still so 
remote that no high-school movies have 
penetrnted to it. 

Cady's solution is to go native, that 
is, join the school's Queen Bees led by 
Regina (Rachel McAdams). Director 
·Mark (Freaky Friday) Waters keeps the 
corn popping but ,vithour Lohan's zest
it wou.ld be instantly stale. 

MIS+ ffV *****

Bon Voyage 

Big budget movie with a bigger 
ambition: to provide context for the 
collapse of France under the Nazi 
blitzkreig of 1940. Gerard Depardieu 
deploys his screen presence to advan
tage as a cabinet minister of the time, 
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caught between expedience and valour. 
But ic is Isabel Adjani, as his (and 
everyone's) femme fatale, whose beauty, 
elegance and self-serving cleverness 
gives the melodrama its entertaining 
plausibility. 

From r11e veneer of entertainment, 
however, a splinter of doubt rises. Is 
this merely a busy-busy melodrama? 
Or is it an attempt to make more palat
able the shame of those who proved 
Napoleon's dictum that morale is to 
materiel as 3: 1, by eroding French 
morale subsequently redeemed by 
Charles De Gaulle under the Cross of 
Lorraine, native province of Sl Joan of 
Arc. Yes, he does get a few frames in
the movie. 

Ml5+ NFFV *****

Safe 

Carol (Julianne Moore) has every
thing in the California of thel 980s 
until she becomes allergic to every
thing, induding her husband or at least 
his after-shave. Moore's performance 
is painstaking in every sense. Indeed it 
is a performance of the highest order 
(ordeal?) as she shades from ethereal to 

translucent in search of a cure, ending 
in a cabin presided over by a maosion
dwelling, self-help guru whose axioms, 
(without attribution) hover between 
Mary Baker Eddy, founder of Christian 
Science, and yadda, yadda, yadda. 

Director Todd Haynes may have a 
point to make. But he doesn't seem to 
know what it is, an ignorance which 
means that the film moves at the pace of 
a tottoise with chronic gout. 

Ml5+ NFFV *****

Dawn of the Dead 

Sarah Polley seems to be working 
her way through the catalogue of 
movie genres. Here she plays a heroic 
nurse in a big-budget remake of the 
George A Romero 1978 horror movie. 
Unfortunately most of the big budget 
seems to have been spent on artificial 
gore, blank ammunition and horrific 
make-up. The result is sickening rar11er 
than shocking. 

MA15+ NFFV *****

The Whole Ten Yards 

Sequel co the comedy thriller The

Whole Nine Yards, involving gunman 
Jimmy Tudeski (Bruce Willis), dentist 
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Oz Oseranski (Matthew Perry) and their 
respective panners Jill (Amanda Peet) 
and Cynthia (, acasha Henstridge) as 
chey seek to outwit crime boss Lazio 
Gogolak (Kevin Pollack). 

The plot piles confusion on convo
lutions. DirecLOr Howard Deutch and 
scriptwriter George Gallo work on the 
basis of, 'If in doubt, have the charac
ters run about, bumping into the fur-ni
tu re and firing guns.' Gallo's script 
also contains badinage about Jewish 
and Catholic religious practices as well 
as abysmal ignorance. Gallo can't even 
seem to distinguish between a cross and 
a crucifo:. 

Maybe he'll get it right by the rime the 
ream gets to The lfllwle Hundred Yards.

MAIS+ NFFV *****

The Chronicles of Riddick 

Writer/director David 1\vohy opens 
his futuristic thriller wicb a star
tling sequence of bis hero Riddick 
(Vin Diesel) on the run from airborne 
bounty hunters on a distant planet. He 
continues co startle as Riddick flexes his 
muscles in battle with the planet's rulers 
who appear co be an inter-planetary 
version of the Knights Templar, living in 
a steel-grey castle, reminiscent of Fritz 
Lang's Jl1etropolis, and practising a cult 
of death. Thandie Iewt0n comes on as 
a svelte, inter-galactic Lady Macbeth, 
plotting to take over from the planet's 
dictaror (Karl Urban). 

Boom, bang tosh, of course. But 
spectacular, especially when Dame Judy 
Dench makes an appearance as a weird, 
wraithlike ambassador who retains 

Why 

learn 

Greek? 
'THE more 1 read the 

Greeks the more I 
realise that nothing like 
them has ever appeared 
in the world since ... 
How can an educated 
person stay away from 
the Greeks? T have always 
been far more interested 
in them than in science: 
-Alben Einstein, in an inter

view with r,,, New Yor.ker. 

THE GENESIANS 

RELATI
V

E VALUES 

P
OST-war England - changes in the class system - enormous social
change - the pompou aristocracy - Hollywood stars - moral 
judgemencs - confusion of identity - put chem all together and 

you have the 1951 comedy by ir );°oel Coward, che latest offering by the 
Genesian Theatre as pan of cheir 60th anniversary year. Well directed and 
deverly paced by first rime Director Rebekah Jennings "Relative Values" has 
been described as a comedy of appalling manners. 111e Dowager Countess 

�f 'farshwood (Ros Billie - bnlliancly adept at the Coward throwaway
lines) faces a family crisis. Her son Xigel (Tom Massey) proposes to marry 
an English born Hollywood acues� (Olivia Cox) who it is discovered is 
the sister of the Countess· pe�ooal maid \loxie (Shane Bates, an actress 
of considerable talent). Add to all of that the dashing ex-boyfriend (Dan 
Falshaw) and you ha\·e the ba,1< of a \·en clever plot at the end of Act l. All 
naturally worked out to a ucce,.sful if ;omewhat expected end! Coward was 
able to remark after che operum: rug:ln -whacever the press may say, I think 
the play is a big success.- And. b,,. succe;;< it 1, indeed for the Genesians. The 
talented cast of ten excel in their role:: - special memion muse be made of the 
wonderfully rotund PW Ryan �ith the wonderfully rownd rounded vowels 
as Creswell the butler. He probabl�- ha, the be<t lines in the play and delivers 
them with great aplomb. The plu,,h ;.et de•i!!Il by George James Wright and 
the cleverly designed cosrume,, b• .!usan Carver both gi\·e a feeling for the 
S0s and add to the pleasure of� e--enmg_ - Laurence Bayliss, MSC. 

At the Genesian Theatre. -l2C F::enc creec, ydney to 
August 14, playi11g Friday and � at .COpru

. 
and ·Sundays at

4.30pm. Booking : )1CA licketlnl (2 96-¼5 1611 www.mca-cL�.com 

the stiff upper lip, rounded vowel� 
and clipped consonants that made the 
British Empire. 

MIS+ FFV *****

Steal 

Faster than a speeding bullet - or 
even a Macdonald's Big Mac, Gerard 
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Pm·-, du-iller invoh·es a team led b\" 
Sfun 5tc:'pheo Dorff) in bank heisrs f�r 

lm . .n die; ore their roller-blading and 
parachuting ,kill to ouc-wit and our
run the . foncreal police force. 

But ther are nor as succes ful with 
rinl auninals. represented by Surtayne 
{3te\e Berkowitz), a southern preacher 
ro phony he is initially discovered in a 
we:it.herboard chapel decorated with a 
auolh (anathema to southem preachers). 
Berkowitz, never a low-key acto1� plays 
-unayne with a molasses accent and ao
appetite for lewdness. He takes the char
acter so far over the cop, he frighten 
him elf when he doffs his Elvis- tyle wig. 

Enter the supremely confident cop 
Karen (Natasha Tlenstridge). Can the 
bank robbers out-wit and out-run a 
blonde of such sophistication and long 
legs? And is that the obligatory crooked 
cop lurking in the background? 

Pires gets the maximum of car 
crashes and plot twists from the script 
by Mark Ezra. But both forgets the 
key rule of classic heisc. movies: 'It's 
economy of means, stupid', and lows 
the action with gratuitous sex scenes. 

MAIS+ FFV *****
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New Book release by Marist Father Paul Glynn 

'' The Wayside Stream - Reconciliation'' 
All proceeds to help the suffering Church in Sudan 

Forgiveness is the theme that runs through the latest book, 
The Wayside Stream by the prolific author Fr Paul Glynn. 

The book is a collection of stories about people who experienced reconciliation. 
Some of them had been deeply hurt and thought they could never forgive, or 
come to peaceful terms with the wounds, with the injustice of it all. 

They tell how they approached the problem, were helped to overcome it, and 
speak of the great peace and new freedom they experienced. 

Fr Paul - the author of the best seller "A Song for Nagasaki" - tells about the 
terrorist who said sorry, the padre who hated, the Kamikaze, previously 
unpublished facts on the atom bomb that wiped out Hiroshima and Nagasaki, 
the horror jailing of the Archbishop of Saigon, the New Guinea execution of 
a Japanese Christian involving a soldier-ambulanceman from Bonalbo ..... . 
and much more. 

Even the cynics who read the book wi II 
recognise themselves in it and find 
enlightenment in the knowledge that there 
is a way to lift the weight off shoulders -

forgiveness. 

W
e especially thank those who buy Fr Paul's book which costs $/0.00 and who 
give an additional charity donation* to help the persecuted Church in Sudan. 
A complimentary pair of the Vatican Rosa,y beads blessed by Pope John Paul 

II will be given to all those who can give an additional donation to help this essential 
work. Please tick the box below if you would like to receive the Papal Rosary beads. 

Order Form: " The Wayside Stream - Reconciliation" by Fr Paul Glynn � 
Send to: Aid to the Church in Need, PO Box 6245 Blacktown DC NSW 2148 '° 

Phone/Fax No: (02) 9679-1929 E-mail: info@aidtochurch.org Web: www.aidtochurch.org 

Please send me: 

Numbei

The Wayside Stream ($10) 
Plus $2 for postage and packaging 
Charity donation for Sudan* 

Total enclosed 

D Please send me the Vatican Rosary beads*

The publishers Marist Fathers have kindly allowed Aid to 
the Church in Need (ACN) to distribute Fr Glynn's book 
with all proceeds going to help the missionary projects 
of ACN in Sudan. 

AGJ is an international Catholic charity dependent on the Holy 
See. suw,xting the faithful in countries where the Church is 
pocr cc persecuted. 

Payment method: D Cheque/money order enclosed

OR Please debit my credit card 

D Bankcard D Visa D Mastercard

I I I I 11 I I I 11 I I I II I I I I 

Signature ......................... Exp Date .. ./ .. . 

BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE 

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Sr/Fr: .................................. . 

Address .......................................... . 

.................................. Postcode ...... . 

Ph: ................. email: ....................... . 
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MEDIA 

Keeping our political servants in touch 

�r.,il'111("'"--,;l!!a"a-:i!!l NNALS readers 
have good reason 

• t o  f e e l  w e l l  
informed. Articles
on a wide range
of issues regu.larly

���'Wd'.:�__,:51 appear herein,  
stimulating discussion. Even where 
they are controversial, publication often 
occurs before the controversy explodes, 
which in t0day's challenging world is 
depressingly often. 

One such article, published not 
so long ago under the title Shoot the 
Messenger, concerned the mass media 
and the extent of our reliance thereon 
for even the most basic intelligence 
about events outside our immediate 
sphere of experience. To quote briefly 
from it, 'We have to take nearly all of 
(this deluge of information] on trust 
from those who know - or profess to 
know - and who have a vested interest 
in communicating to us the facts they 
think we should receive.' Now, from 
beneath these brackish waters, some
thing new has appeared that may give us 
media consumers some cause for alarm. 

It seems that what is to be required 
of us is the unquestioning acceptance 
not only of the information but, more 
sinisterly, of the messenger as well. The 
Federal Government has been successful 
i.n making the first step towards its goal 
of repealing Australia's cross-media 
and foreign ownership resrrictions. 
Rich pickings, therefore, may be 'up for 
grabs'. 

The current situation is set out 
at length principally in two Acts of 
Parliament: the .Broadcasting Services 
Act 1992 and the Foreign Acquisitions 
and Takeovers Act 1975. It would be 
cruel to inflict on Annals readers the 
contents of these Acts at this time but 
at your leisure you may all avail your
selves of all the details set out in these 
fascinating works of legislation. Suffice 
it to say that, according to the Minister 

NO! MINISTER 

By SAM SIMMO 1D

for Communications, Ioformation 
Technology and the Ans, the proposed 
reforms will 'facilitate invesrmenc in new 
technologies, improve Australian media 
companies' access to capital. enabling 
them to grow and expand in the new 
content-driven converging global media 
envirollJDent, and ensure that Auscralian 
consumers have access to high quality 
media offerings'. 

Confirmed cynics among us might 
suggest that's rather like saying that 
since you can now buy a shiny new 
bicycle, with fifteen gears and an elec
tronic hooter replacing the old bell 
you'll be able to pedal further; or that 
amputating one leg will enable progress 
to be more efficiently achieved because 
fewer shoes and less leather will be 
needed. Surely even the most ardent 
technology 'freaks' among us admit 
that the 'converging global media 
environment', despite advances in elec 
tronics and transmission and disrribu-

Media: Risk 

and Richness 

T
HE media of social commu
nications have.an enormous 

positive potential for promoting 
sound human and family values 
and thus contributing to the 
renewal of society. In view of their 
great power to shape ideas and 
influence behaviour, professional 
communicators should recognize 
chat they have a moral responsi
bility not only to give families all 
possible encouragement, assist
ance, and support to that end. 
but also to exercise wisdom, good 
judgment and fairness in their 
presentation of issues involving 
sexuality, marriage and family life. 
- From the Holy Father's address for World

Communications Day, 2004. 
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tion methods, have so far produced no 
improvement whatsoever in content 
quality. On the contrary, what we 
consumers tend to get is the same old 
slop, albeit served in different gravy. 

How, then, can the Minister propose 
•high quality media offerings'? It is not
as if chese new opportunities are to be
routinely vested in people with crea
ci,·e expertise and respect for the mate
rial chat they produce and distribute,
whether the genre be news, entertain
ment. education or whatever. Such
people tend to get short shrift in today's
cm-chroac, 'botrom line', corporate
raiding, commercial world.

The 'market' in which media 
magnates jockey for position is not 
interested in quality, Minister; it cares 
only for profit. In an area of human 
experience in which quality is rele
gated co the status of a joke, the only 
'buck' which is never passed is the fast 
buck, \\;th which this market primarily 
concern- itself. 

E,·en if, despite the Minister's asser
cions. we doubt we can rely on any of 
the new stuff being driven by improved 
conrem, who, it may be asked, decided 
that any ·global media environment' 
should 'converge', anyway? We are 
created daily to the unedifying spec
tacle of globalisation, in its wider sense, 
ripping its way unceremoniously (some 
might say ruthlessly) through foreign 
cultures, economies and governments. 
In what ways will the media be able 
co converge globally without compro
mising the benefits of diversity of 
opinion, scyle, content, presentation, and 
so on: how will a global media avoid 
fouling its own nest? 

Australia's current clutch of nest
lings, whose future would be affected 
by the successful passage of the 
proposed legislation, .is familiar to most 
of us. Major players in the predom
inantly press group include News Ltd 
(the Australian subsidiary of Rupert 

• 



Murdoch's 'global' News Corporation), 
John Fairfax Holdings, Rural Press 
Limited (chaired by John Fairfax), APN 
News and Media (partly owned by an 
Irish company and, with USA's Clear
Channel Communications, control
ling the Australian Radio Network 
among other entities), West Australian 
Newspaper Holdings, and, forming 
the major bridge with other media, 
Publishing and Broadcasting Ltd (PBL), 
part of the Packer empire. 

The radio and television entities 
include, as well as PBL, TV Channels 
Seven (with real interests in pay 
TV and some publishing) and Ten, 
Southern Cross Broadcasting ( with 
Ten as its largest shareholder), Prime, 
WIN, Village Roadshow (with a poten
tial radio audience reach of 610/o of 
the population) and DMC (Australia's 
largest radio J1etwork, controlled by, 
and initials standing for, the UK's Daily 
Mail and General Group). 

Then there is Telstra, owning the vast 
majority of Australia's telcom infrastruc
ture, as well as half of pay TV operator 
Foxtel and Bigpond Internet Services. 
The Commonwealth Government (that's 
actually you and I) currently own 510/o 
of this enterprise. But tomorrow, who 
knows? 

Experts on 'convergence' and the 'new 
media' will tell you that, thanks to the 
white heat of emerging technology, TV, 
telephone and computer stuff are now so 
integrated that the distinctions benveen 
them - and those who control them -
are now hopelessly blurred, and that, 
therefore, many media outlet ownership 
limits are meaningless. Well, maybe, but 
that's nor the same thing as declaring 
open season on who decides what we 
listen to, read, watch and access on-line. 

On that last point, among the media 
under the Minister's purview is the 
Internet. The fact that, through this 
agency, news, education, entertain
ment, and so on, can be disseminated 
with great faciliry has apparently finally 
found its mark. That the Minister has 
latterly chosen to embrace the Internet 
as a medium in its own right, with 
benefits (and not just moral threats) 
accrujng co the user-as -media-consumer, 
sits strangely with his recent blanket 
condemnalion of it as a limb of the 
Devil and all his works. Has he finally 
seen the light (shining through the 
darkness)? And cui bono? Is chat for our 

�� �

A belief in loveliness 

r-r,HE propping quality in books, music, etc., is only a by-product of another
J_ quality in them; their power to give pleasure. Consequently, it is impossible 

to advise one's friends what to read in 'these bad days; and even more impos
sible to advise people whom one doesn't know. All I can suggest is tl1at where 
the fire was thence will the light come; where there was intense enjoyment,
grave or gay, thence will proceed the help which every individual needs. And
I don't want to exaggerate that help. Art is not enough, any more than Jove is
enough, and thought isn't strnnger than artilleiy parks now, whatever it may 
have been in the days of Carlyle. But arc, love and thought can all do some
thing, and art, the most nervous of the three, musn't be brushed aside like a
butterfly. It is not all gossamer, what we have delighted in, it has become part 
of our armour, and we can gird it on, although there is no armour against fate. 

Fair as unshaded light, or as the day 
In its first birth, when a!J the year was May; 
Sweet as the alter's smoke, or as the new 
Unfolded bud, swelled by the early dew; 
Smooth as the face of waters first appeared, 
Ere tides began to strive or winds were heard -

I quote these lines, not because tliey are great poetry (it is only Sir W illiam 
Davenant addressing Queen Henrietta Maria), nor because they bear on the 
matter in hand (he is only welcoming her to an evening at che Countess of 
Anglesey's), but because they have happened to deposit a grain of strengtli in 
my mind. They are so lovely in their little way, and they have helped towards 
tJ1at general belief in loveliness which is part of our outfit against brutality. 
And I thought I would try to bring this out in my present note rather than 
deal with 'actualities� These lines of Davenam - not 'ready when wanted; yet 
serviceable somehow - have gone down to a region in me which Matthew 
Arnold and Beethoven have also reached. 

- E.M, Forster, Abinger Harves1, London, Edward Arnold & Co, 1946 ed. 

benefit or just to suit tJ1e current polit
ical agenda? 

Let us not be critical of the present 
proposals purely for the sake of doing 
so; but to examine what may be about 
to happen to a major influence on our 
)jves - that concerning partly our recre
ation, partly our education, partly the 
information we receive - a.nd decide for 
ourselves, as best we can, what we feel 
to be best for us. And then inform our 
political servants (not, remember, our 
masters) of our decision. Neither let us 
underestimate the effect upon us that a 
wrong decision, made on our behalf by 
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our elected representatives, may have 
upon us and our chi.lru·en. 

Just because we may not be able 
individually to argue the ins and 
outs of the technological advantages 
does not mean that we must settle for 
being treated like battery chickens. 
So long as we elect our parliamen
tary representatives, we will decide 
which foreign invaders come to

� Australia, and the circumstances . 
in which they come. 

SAM SIMMONDS is a writer, broadcaster and film and 
video producer. Saro has worked in all aspects of 
media in the UK and Australia and runs a media 
consultancy, Simmonds Media (Australia). 
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ANNALS AUSTRALASIA 
TURNS 1 15 IN OCTOBER 2004 

To celebrate our 115th birthday Annals Australasia is pleased to announce 

that Father Paul Stenhouse MSC, Editor of Annals will offer a 

in the Church of our Lady of the Sacred Heart Randwick, NSW 
on Saturday October 16, 2004. 

All our subscribers, benefactors, contributors and friends who can do so are 
invited to join us for this Birthday Mass ar 12 noon. 

To help provide some much needed support for moving into 

our next 115 years, Annals also plans to hold a 

iJ�57rlHl IBH�DAV 

DilNNfEIR 

Wednesday October 27, 2004. 7pm for 7.30 pm. 
Venue: The Galaxy Room, Royal Randwick NSW. Enter from Alison Rd. 

Attendants will assist with parking 

Cost of the dinner: $75 per person. 

As we need to know well in advance what numbers we can expect pi.ease indicate your desire to 
attend this dinner by filling in the form below. Please return this form to Annals Dinner, 
PO Box 13, Kensington NSW 2033: Phone (02) 9662-7894 Fax: (02) 9662-1910. 

Please tick 0 where appropriate 

D I/we will be attending: No. of persons ............... . 
D Please reserve me a table for eight D ten D or twelve D 

Payment method: cheque or credit card: Mastercard D Visa D Bankcard D 

Card No.: I I I II I I I II I I I ILi I 
, Name ....... . ....... ........ .......................................................... Exp.Date .... / .... . 

Address........................ ........ ............ ..... ... ........................... ... PostCode .......... .. 

Phone:......................................... Email: .................................................... . 


