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In Defence of Images 

�-

OSSIBLY, an argumentative unbeliever 

may maintain that we who honour images 

in our churches are guilty of praying to 

_ ___.._ ______ lifeless idols. Far be it from us to do this. 

We do not rest contented with mere appearances. 

With the material image before our eyes, we see the 

invisible God through the visible representation, and 

glorify God as if present, not as some unreal god, but 

as God who is the very essence of Being. Nor are the 

saints whom we honour, :fictitious. They exist, and are 

living with God. Their spirits, being holy, help by the 

power of God all those who deserve and need their 

assistance. 

• Simeon of Mount Thaumastus, images, quoted by Sc John Damascene, On images. 



JESUS, BE THOU MY 

HEALTH AND LIFE 

L
ORD Jesus, think on me 

And purge away my sins; 

From earth-born passions set me free, 

And make me pure within. 

Lord Jesus, think on me, 

With care and woe oppressed; 

Let me thy loving servant be, 

And taste thy promised rest. 

L
ORD Jesus, think on me 

Amid the battle's strife; 

In all my pain and misery 

Be thou my health and life. 

Lord Jesus, think on me, 

Nor let me go astray; 

Through darkness and perplexity 

Point thou the heavenly way. 

- Bishop Synesius [365-410 AD) bishop of Prolemais one of the five cities in Libya thac 
made up the so-called 'Pemapolis'. Cyrene was another one of these cities, and Synesius was 

born there. 111is hymn is taken from the Roman B=iary. 
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MEDIA 

THE PASSION OF THE CHRIST 

T'S gratifying to learn that Mel 
Gibson has got $US 146 million 
($194 million) back in a week 
from his $US40 million personal 
financing of The Passion of the 
Christ. The opening burst is 
from North America only. The 

picture hasn't yet been released in most 
parts of the world. 

One reason for my interest in the 
money-spinning side of Gibson's risky 
venture - when others are more high
mindedly concerned , ith its religious 
and cultural aspect - i simple mean
spiritedness. It's one in the eye for The

New York Times. 

After a year of breaking it back and 
its principles, first to prevent the rnovie 
getting a showing, and then to condemn 
it as encouraging anti-Semitism and 
being faithless to the scriptural record, 
the Times published a spiteful little story 
last week under the headline, "New movie 
may harm Gibson's career". 

It quoted two Hollywood studio chiefs 
saying, in effect, that Mel would never 
eat lunch in this town again. They would, 
themselves, never do business with him. 

Hollywood being Hollywood and 
shareholders being shareholders, it's 
hard to credit studio heads black-balling 
a maker of ( conceivably) a billion-dollar 
movie. According to The Los Angeles Times,

Gibson avoided the Oscar ceremonies this 
week, having been invited to attend as a 
presenter, because he was afraid of being 
booed. 

If this was really the reason for his 
absence, Mel should probably have taken 
his chances. Hollywood being Hollywood, 
a take of $US 125 million in the first week 
would have caused an awful lot of boos to 
catch in the throat. It may well be in my 
nature to linger over the coarsely materi
alistic aspects of Gibson's success against 
the odds, but there is no question that 
there are other, far more powerful bene
fits in Passion's securing a large audience. 

Consider that the nine other movies in 
the present top 10 US box office winners 
are: 50 First Dates, Twisted ( of the serial 
killer genre), Confessions of a Teenage 

By FRANK DEVINE 

Drama Queen, Dirty Dancing: Havana 
Nights, Miracle (about the victory of the 
1980 American Olympic ice hockey team 
over the Russians), Eurotrip (teenage sex 
comedy), Welcome to Mooseport (political 
farce), Barbershop 2 and Broken Lizard's 
Club Dread (yet another slasher horror 
flick spoof). 

Since I have seen none of them, it 
would be impetuous to dismiss them as 
gunk, though I don't believe the danger 
of error is high. However, every one of 
these pictures - with their plot synopses 
a pretty reliable guide - is the work of a 
collective of marketers, money changers, 
publicists, opinion pollsters and studio 
chiefs steeped in cynicism. 

Gibson's picture, by contrast, is a work 
of personal inspiration. Its success at the 
box office may erode the hegemony of 
the depraved collective, especially as it 
provide far less leeway for rip-off imita
tion than other successful movies of origi
nality and indi riduality. 

Then there is the matter of accusa
tions against The Passion of fostering 
anti-Semitism. Writing with transparent 
honesty (unlike some of his colleagues) 
in The New York Times, William Safire 
asserts that Gibson searches in the movie 
for someone to blame for Jesus's tortures, 
and settles on the Jews. 

Jewish 
. 

reviewers 

A
N orthodox Jew who is one
of America's best-known 

film reviewers says Mel Gibson's 
film about the death of Christ is 
the best adaptation of the Bible 
in Hollywood history. Michael 
Medved went on television to speak 
glowingly of Gibson's self-financed 
$A39.93 million film, The Passion.

Jewish writer David Horowitz called 
the film 'an awesome artefact and 
an overpowering work'. [Source, 
CathNews.com] 
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I am entirely unable to share this 
perception. The high priest Caiphas is 
depicted as villainous, a cruel, power
seeking political schemer. 

But a considerable number of 
dissenters in the Jewish leadership 
are shown being brutally silenced by 
Caiphas's claque. 

As others have pointed out, all the 
good people in the picture are Jews. In a 
telling scene, a Roman soldier uses "Jew!" 
as an insult against the noble Simon of 
Cyrene, who helps Jesus carry his cross 
and tries to protect him from the clubs 
and whips of the soldiers. 

A large audience, I think, ensures a 
greater plurality against the evil fool
ishness of attributing Caiphas's wicked
ness to others. Finally, I need to turn to 
the personal to make the most important 
point about Gibson's movie. 

It's always been my feeling that religious 
belief belongs to one's inner life, nurtured 
and strengthened during a lifetime of 
experience, observation and contemplation. 
R'Ctemalities just provide the scaffolding. 
On the other hand, religion has inspired 
all forms of art through all the generations, 
and religious art stirs the emotions. 

Sometimes it brings tears, not for 
Jesus, because his suffering and death 
are awesome, but for the frail human 
beings in his company. For poor Judas. 
For Peter, bravely following Jesus to his 
place of trial, and then devoting the rest 
of his life to expiating his failure of nerve 
under direct threat. For the women who 
followed Jesus to Calvary. 

Until now, the new mediums - moving 
pictures with sound, electronically trans
mitted - have for the most part resisted 
depiction of transcendent concepts. 

Gibson may have drawn the first 
sketchy explorer's map. The Passion l 
of the Christ is a true work of art, 
and enters the inner life. 

FRANK DEVJNE is a columnist for The Australzan which 

once he edited, and for Quadrant Magazine. A New 
Zealand-born journalist, Frank has a distinguished 

service record on various literary fronts in this cow1try 
and overseas. This article first appeared in The Australian, 

Marci, 5, 2004. 
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EDITORIAL 

Faith amid Fads and Fashions in our Upsidedown world 

UNQUIET HEARTS 

ELJGTON is the 
no h I est i.n s t i n c t. 
in man: like the 
fish that swim up 
river lO reach their 
spawning ground, 
o r  t h e  m i g r a 

t0ry that fly half-way around 
the world to reach their hatcheries; 
or the pigeons that fanciers here in 
Sydney take to the Blue Mountains or 
the Cold Coast and release, only to 
have them reach their roosts before 

.By PAUL STENHOUSE MSC 

their masters, human-kind has a 
homing insLinct. 

Ooce upon a time ... all Ch1istians 
recognized witbjn them an instinct, a 
drive. far superior to the homing and 
breeding instinct in birds or insects. 
They celebrared 1his realiry by giving 
primacy of place in their personal 
calendar of events to be celebrated 
not to tbeir birthday [the date of 
their physical birth] but to their 
baptismal day [the date of thei.r spix
ilUal re-binbJ. Tbis was before Santa 

Science and Religion 

T
HE lures of hedonism aside, 1.he 
intellectual prestige of science 

was bjgh because of its increa.siDg 
ability 1.0 predict aud explain much 

tion d1at all reality is material, that 
there is nothing beyond or outside 
the material universe. Perhaps that 
is right, thougb it seems counter

that bad previously 
been mysterious. 
and also cootinu
alJy to improve the 
material conditions 
of life. Science is 
assumed to be 
hostile to super
nacura I theories. 
Most people would 
say that religious 
belief requires ao 
act of faith while a 
belief that science 
can compass all 
reality does not. A 
belief that science 
will ultimately 
explain every
thing, however, 
also requires 
a leap of fajcb. 
FaidJ in science 
requires the 
unproven assump-

NO ... CAN'f 
MEASURE 

IT!! 

intuitive, but it 
cannot be proven 
and therefore rests 
on an untested 
and untest
able assumption. 
Thar being the 
case, there is no 
logical reason \1 hy 
science should 
be hostile to or 
displace religion. 
There are. in fact, 
arguments rhat 
materialism a a 
philosophy is now 
dead, hut I need 
go no further than 
to assert that the 
belief that science 
has demonstrated 
the falsit} or 
improbability of 
religious beliefs is 
itself false. 

- J udgc Robc11 H. Bork, Slouching tQward.r Gomorra!, Regan llooks. 1991i 
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Claus [formerly Saint Nicholas] was 
listed on Wall Street, before Valentine 
rformerly St Valentine] joined the 
ranks of Hollywood extras, and 
commerce and greed seized on his 
deathday celebrations, as they seize 
on everything intended for the glory 
of God, to exploit them in the name 
of their Master, Mammon. 

St Augustine, in his Confessions, 
[Bk I, c. I] put this longing for heaven 
and Con - our atavistic homeland 
and true birth place and ou.r Creator 
- into words that once were on the 
lips of most Christians: 

'Thou has made us for thyself, 
and our hearts are restless 

u.ntil they rest in Thee'. 

The lacin is exquisitely unambig
uous and insighrful: 

·fecisti nos ad le, 

et inquietum est cor nostrum, 
donec requiescat in te'. 

Thou has created us ad le: like 
an arrow that flies true towards 
its target, like a stone obeying tlice 
rules of gravity, we search for our 
natural resting place. Aud our hearts 
are unquiet until they rest in te: like 
a child in its mother's arms, like 
a living creature that canDot live 
without it, resti.ng happily aud at 
peace in the spiritual atmosphere that 
is oxygen for our restless love-starved 
hearts. 

'l'he Sacred Scriptures describe 
it, and warn us; children's fairy cales 
speak of it; all ancie11t literatures are 
replete with examples of it; the myths 
of our ancestors try to articulate and 
explain it; the media feed off it, like 
birds of' prey; crime and all suffering 
results from it; yet still we refuse to 
see .it: the fact of ev.i.l, the antith
esis of good, the spiritual virus that 
re-programmes our natural direc
tion finders, that re-sets the coor-
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dinales of our goal, and turns us 
back on ourselves, a:nd offers us the 
tempting idea that it is we who are 
God, a11d that all things seek us and 
flow towards us. 

'The serpent said, "of course you 
will not die. God koows that as soon 
as you eat it your eyes will be opened 
a n d  you will be like gods, koOv"ing 
both good and evil" : [Gencsi� iij,4) 

The i_rony aJ.1d. deceit was lost on 
poor Adam and Eve: the) would die. 
and while it wa, true that their eyes 
were to be opened, the sight of evil 
would blind them to the beaut) of 
good, a n d  suffering and death would 
follow. This saga repeats itself every 
second of our lives. and ,n� find 
ourselves dealing with serpents that 
would cou us at every turn. 

Our Lord came to re-ser our coor
dinates, to re-open the eyes of .Faith, 
to re-adjust our direction finders so 
chat we could ooce agaio fly crue 
towards our heavenly goal 

The remarkable collection of 12th 
century poems, short stories and 
plays found in the Benedictine Abbey 
of Beurero about 100 kms from 
Munich in 180:} contains rnanJ lJ'ea;
ures. aoioog which i, a poem about 
an upsidedown ,l'orld 110£ unlike our 
own: 

Flo1·eba1 olim .rmdiu.m 
j\/u,nc Vfrtitlir in taedium. 

fStudy once loved 
becomes now a bore) 

lam scire diu viguit 
Sed ludei·e praevaluit; 

[ Once a love of learning 
now a love for idle play) 

lam pueri.r astutia 
Contingit ante 1.empora0 

(now boyish wit is credited 
with wisdom it doesn't possess] 

Qui per maleuol&ntiam 
Excl11dunt sapientiam. 
lA love of laziness 

bodes ill for wjsdoml 

Sed retro aNis seczdis 
Vix /icuit discipulis 

Tandem nonagenari1m1 
Quiescere po.)'( .,·tudium. 

[Years ago even 90 year-olds 
would not dare to say they bad 
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studied enough to be ahl.e to take 
their rest] 

At mmc decennes pueri 

decusso iugo liberi 
se nunc magistros iactitant. 

[Now children of ten 
thrust of'f the yoke of suady 

and think that they know as much 
as their teachersl 

Dauiel Arnault [late 12di century), 
whom Ernst Curtius describes as the 
·great and distant master of Dante' 
writirrg of this upsidedown world in 
his day, says that love and joy has 
restored his balance 'when be hunted 
the hare with the ox'.1 This love arrd 
joy, derived from Faith, is still the 
antidote LO Lhe topsy-turveydom that 
lays claim to normality in our lornble 
and seductive yet mad, mad world. 

1n our own time we find people 
like Jim Muller, a cardiologist who 
helped lau.nch an effort by AmeTican 
and US physicians tu oppose nuclear 
warfare and whose movement 
resulted in a Nobel Prize now spear
heading a lay initiative called the 
Voice of the faith. Its motto is: 'Keep 
the Faith, change the Church'. What 
concerns me is not Mullel''s demand 
for more democracy in the Church -
and emphasis on what he sees as tbe 
major cause of the Church's prob
lems: centralised power - but his 
statement 'l muse either attempt to 
correct these deep structural defects 
or leave the CaLholic Church'. 

This is oot the place to argue 
the point about democracy versus 
monarchy - the 'traditionalists' 
amongst us have succumbed co that 
temptation too readily, and its divi
siveness is too apparent. 
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The Church is neither for nor 
against either of these systems. Its 
own structure was given to it by our 
Lord. But the destructive effects 
of de-centralisation as it is called, 
or more correctly, de-Catholicising 
the Church,' have been tried since 
the Church was established by our 
Lord, and notably iJ1 1054 [when the 
Greeks separated themselves from 
Rome] and 1534 [when the English 
followed Germany and Switzerland 
i.nto ProtesrantismJ. 

Just what is 
unintelligible? 

T
HOUGH the poet may give expression to what Wordsworth 
has called 'the heavy and the weary weight of all this unin

telligible world,' we. the much enduring public who have to 
read his poems, are entitled to demand that the uninteUigibility 
of which we are made to feel the weight, should be all of it the 
world's, and none of it merely the poet's. 

- Augus,ine Bi.nod!, Mr Browning·. PoeLry, in Qillectcd &.rays. Vol l 
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The pernicious effects of these 
ruptures are still with us - and like 
Herod, most of the engineers of these 
attempts at changing tl1e structure 
of the Church were motivated more 
by personal pique or vanity than by 
a love for the Church or a desil'e to 
extend its influence. 

Photius, Luther, Henry VIII, 

Calvin and Knox are good examples 
of human beings playing at God and 
bringing His house down about our 
ears. 

The history of the Churcb is not 
the homogeneous, monochrome 
realiry it is sometimes presented 
as. The Faith [ which is preserved in 
its purity, like a treasure, in Rome, 
the See of Peter who was entrusted 
with confirming his brethren] acts 
as a leaven - but not all the grains 
are of the same texture, or of the 
same family: some are harley, some 
are spelt or other forms of wheat or 
maize, rice, millet, oats, rye or even 
carob beans. 

We humans are even more diver
sified than the grains that form our· 
·staff of life'. So the leaven acts in 
each of us differently. But we would 
be 11nwise to claim that its mani
festatiot1 in us is its totality. We 
are not, we cat1 not lie, nor can we 
encompass adequately, the totality 
of Faith i11 Jesus Christ. That is why 
our· Lord fotrnded the CbuJ'Ch. Ta.ke 
the Church from us, give us little 
churches each tbio.king that it is Lbe 
true Church, and you will destroy 
the Faith, and replace it with faith in 
ourselves. 

'A Body is nor a sir;gle organ, but 
many. Suppose the foot should say, 
"Because l am not a hand, I do not 
belong to the body�. if the body 
were all eye, ho"W could it hear?' 
f lCor xii, I 2ff] The�e days we are 
seeing a different phenomenon: the 
eye says to tbe ear, [ am the whole 
body; you do nor belong to it. The 
foot in turu says to che hand, I am 
the whole body: you do uot belong 
to it. Only the Body is in a position 
to judge. Exclude the Body of Cbrist, 
the Church, from the equation, and 
you have imbalance. distortion 

� and error that leads to even 
graver errors. 

I European LitLrahiN ond tit� lo tin Jlfiddl� Agt!.s, Harper 
1963, p.97 
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DAILY MEDITATION 

THOUGHT FROM THE LITURGY OF THE DAY 

APRIL 

1 Thur Lem Week 5 Ps 1C5:8 
The Lord remembers his covenant for 
ever, his promises for a thousand gener
ations. 

2 Friday Lent Week 5 Ps 18:7 
1n my anguish l called to the Lord and 
he heard my voice. 

3 Sat LeutWeek.5 Jer31:JO 
The Lord will stand guard over us as a 
shepherd guards his flock. 

4 Palm Sonday Phil 2:7 
Being as we all are, be accepted death 
- eveJJ dearh on a cross. 

5 Mon Holy Week Isaiah 42:7 
You are ro open the eyes of the blind 
and to freP tbose who are in prison. 

6 Tues Holy\ eek Isaiah 49:3 
I was thin.king: 1 have exhausted myself 
for nothing'. But all tbe while my ea.use 
was with the Lord. 

7 Wed Holy Week Isaiah 50:5 
Each morning the Lord wakes me ro 
listen like a disciple. 

8 Holy Thw·sday l Cor l l :26 
Each time you eat this bread and drink 
this cop, you are proclaiming his death. 

By FATHER MICHAEL FALLON, MSC 

9 Good Friday Psalm 31: l2 20 Tuesday Easter 2 Acts 4:32 
T am .like someone who is dead and 
forgotten in people's hearts, like a thing 
thrown away. 

10 Holy Saturday Psalm 104:30 
Send forth your Spirit, 0 Lord, and 
renew the face of the earth. 

11 Easter Sunday Psalm l 18:16 
The Lord's righr ha11d raised me up. I 
shall live and recount hjs deeds. 

12 Easter Monday Psalm 16:11 
You show me the path of life, the fuU
ness of joy in your presence. 

13 Easter Tuesday Psalm 33:5 
The Lord lo\ es ju rice and righc, and 
fills the earth with his love. 

14 Easter Wednesday Psalm 105:-t 
Think of the Lord and his srrength: 
continually seek his face. 

15 Easter Thursday Psalm 8:2 
\\71,at is a human being that you should 
keep us in mind? Why am I that you 
should remember me? 

16 Easter Friday Psalm 118:l 
Give thanks to che Lord for he is good. 
His love has no end. 

1 7 Easter Saturday Acts 4:20 
We caJllioc stop proclaiming what we 
have seen and heanl. 

18 Sunday Easter 2 John 2 0: 23 
Receive the Roly Spirit. Those whose 
sins you forgive are forgiven. 

19 Monday .Easter 2 Acts 4:31 
As they prayed they were all filled with 
the Boly Spirit, 
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The whole group of believers was united 
heru·r and soul; no one claimed anything 
for his or ber own use, as everythlug 
Lhey owned was held in common. 

21 Wed Easter 2 John 3: Hi 
God loved the world so much that he 
gave his only Son. 

22 Thursday Easter 2 John 3:36 
If you believe in the Son you have 
eternal life. 

23 Friday Easter 2 Psalm 27:4 
There is one thing l ask of the Lord, 
for this I long: to live ill the house oJ 
the Lord all the days of my life and to 
savour his sweetness. 

24 Sat Easter 2 Jobn 6:20 
[t is l. Do not be afraid. 

2 5 undaY Easter 3 Psalm 30:5 
At night there are tears, bm joy comes 
wi1..h the dawn. 

26 Mon St. Mark l Peter 5:5 
You must all clothe yourselves with 
humility in your dealings with one 
another. 

2 7 Tues Easter 3 Psalm 31: 16 
Let your face shine on your s.ervant. 
Save me in your love. 

28 Wed Easter 3 John 6:37 
If you come to me, I will not tw·n you 
away. 

29 Thms Easter 3 John 6:51 
The bread that l shall give is my flesh 
for the life of the world. 

30 Friday Easter 3 John 6:56 
If you eat ruy .flesh and drink my blood 
you live in me and I in you. 

,, 
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Controversial or faithful? 

In the face of constant attacks on the 

Catholic Church and Pope John Paul 11 
in particular in the media over the year . 
you have redressed 1he balance through 
many editorinls and articles - at least 
for tho e intere ted in the truth. More 
recently. you h:ive coumered the mind
less criticism of Pope Pius XU for his 
alleged failu.1·c 10 prevent the Holocaust. 
One feels that were a Nazi criminal who 
had been acthely involved in L11ese 
crimes exposed and brought to trial, 
these same detractors would scamper to 
organise covew of Q.C.s for hi defe11cc, 
while persisting in their cowardly 
as ,1t1lts on t11e late Pope. 

Your latest ed iwrial celebrates our 
immense good fonune i.u having Cardinal 
Pell as Sydney' Archbishop, again in the 
l:u.:e of general apathy and snide criticism 
from the media, some of the most vehe
ment coming from within the Church. Dr 
Pell h:is been frequently described oot 
only as conservative, buc also as conrro
vcrsial. This is a puzzling word to define 
a Catholic leader who stru1ds steadfastly 
by Catholic dogma! Doesn't the label 
controuersial apply lO the many dissident 
bishops and priests in Australia, who are 
1.he darlings of the A.B.C. a11d the popular 
press. where they portrayed as progre 
sive and modemisL in coud1 wirh rhe real 
world? In spite of Chtu·d1 teachings, they 
have 110 problems with, variously. artifi
cial birth control, abortion. female priest
hood, routine use of the Third Rite of 
Reconciliarion, and suppon for homo
sexuality - even in the prics1hood. These 
views are justified on the basis that this is 
what the people want, and are necessary 
if we• wish 10 attract numbers back to the 
foJd. It is akin to u11j11g tl1at if the people 
want the oceans and the sky 10 exchange 
places. then it will happen. 

lf/oodbe,;11 NSW .2322 NEHL!LSMITII 

LETTERS 

Christmas Cribs 

The main excuse given b) the polit
ically corn�ct for placing bans on 
Chrisrmas celebrations and images is 
that they "don't wi h to offend'. which is 
exactly what they are quite prepared to 
do with the majority of Christians. 

Australia usually follows America. so 
it's worrh noting developments in thi� 
regard in the USA. 

De pite an unrelenting auack on 
Christianity by the so-called American 
Civil Libenjes Union, a sciemific survey 
taken throughout America on whether 
nativity scenes should be allowed public 
places, 870/o said yes, 9% said no and as 
Fox News commemator, B.ill O'Reilly 
somewhat facetiously remarked '4% 
weren't sure what country they were 
living in', 

Petri, Qld 4802 FRANK 8£1 I 1,•r 

If we must 

be pagans 

B
l'T of 011e thing: at least lam certain: 
i1 i, beuer 10 u-eat nature and 

natural forces as if 1hey were personal 
than to 1rcat human beings as if lhey 
were impersonal. If we must be pagans 
i, i� bener 10 be polytheistic paga11s 
1han ro be. like the modems, atheisdc. 
for if human beings are 10 be treated as 
things, as material for whnc Marxists call 
·social e11giueering', lherc is no reason 
why llicy ,hould 1101 be cut down as 
nnhlessly as grmes of trees, or as nnh
lessly as the Jews were cm down b) 
Hiller. M.a.n made in the image of God 
may stuvivc. Man made in th<J image of a 
machine \,�II perish - destro) cd by imag
inary 'force�· which have no cxistenct' 
save in men's own darkened minds. 
-A.H. . Crec11-A11nyiagc. quoted in Talr:it'{; 

Strxlr:, Colltcted ffritings '!f AJJ.N. Crcen
Am'!Jlagr, tci. Jan�, Kovesl WotL Pe11h 2001. 
[Available from I Kou Tct; O.tre1nom WA 601Q 

S28 includes postage any,.-bcre in AuSU'ali.1 I 
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Ancestral Memories 

I am a bit puzzled as to the reasoning 
behind the comments of James .Murray 
in Media Matter , issue CJ/ 1 0 of 2003, 
Litled 'Selective Memory'. 

What is Mr Murray trying to imply 
when he asks about d1e battles that Mr 

Howa1·d's fatlier and grandfather fought? 
Does Mr Mun·ay know the answer? Tfhe 
knows the answer why not publish it, 
instead of leaving it unanswered? Would 
�lr \lurray like Mr  Howard 10 cite every 
banle ,o :15 ro please everybody? 

ram I\Orricd at the anti Mr Howard 
trend lhat .Mr 1\1urray portrnys in his 
column each mo11tl1. l see Mr Howard as 
a good Christian and he would probably 
agree l\itl, most of Annals' edfrorials. 

What would Mr .Murray prefer, an 
agno tic or an atl,ei,t at tl,e belm? That 
is the alternarive. 

[James Murray writes: 'I our con·espondem 
has picked up on t.hc heading. no, 1he conten1 
of rhis hort comment. Mr Howard is a formi
dable politican. never more so, as bas been 
mentioned in Media Mat1ers, 1hau when he 

imitates lhe actio11 of his ANZAC forebears.] 

0/adtQ'INI NSW:21411 .IAME::! IV000 

More Shakespeare 

Thank you for issue 9/10 of 2003. 
The initial impression conveyed (by 
the cover) was a favourable one. ext 
came the dif!!e frotn Cvmbelinc (paO'e V • 0 

l), lrulj a golden piece of Shakespeare. 
1 can nor forget its recital by the late 
Shake pearian great Sir John Cielgud in 
b.is ·seven ages of man' recording. That 

heavenly voice has gone now to heaven. 
Could we have some more of 

Shakespeare in Annals? After all, i t  is 
widely believed now that he was indeed 
a Catholic. Could there be a place for 
him on occasion, then, in a 'Journal of 
Catholic Culrure'? We need men of hi 
scarure in our ranks. (C.S. Lewis does 
not qualify). 

Secondly,.£ must record my appre
ciation for Dr Su an Moore's article 
oa the sanctity of work. Her inclusion 
of the leech gatherer on the loneh 
moors (from the poem 'Resol11cion and 
Independence', (l 802, Word£wo1th\ v.as 
as it were, a touch of geniu� a1'd made 
her artidc (including al-o re1erence to 
Ciszek\ classic: ·HC' Lcadeth Me' which 
I have juH complered) strike a chord 
with all readers ,�irh a literary bent. 
ft certain!) did with me. An "A' grade, 
again, for Dr Moore! 

s 
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The ,micle on Harold Blair by Lance 
Hoban, chat on Clemens August \·on 
Galen by Joanna Bogle and also that 
by B1ian Pollard on Euthanasia were all 
fine. My imeresc was held for hours by 
this issue_ 

D Ll'NCII 

What happened to the 
Apostles? 

Thank you for yet another year of 
Annals Australia. Again it supptied me 
with informative Catholic reading. 

I know chat your hours and energy 
are limited but I take the liberty to 
recall that lase year J suggested a 
series of articles on the Apostles along 
the lines of the previous 'Whatever 
happened ro' articles. 

On another tack, this year my wife 
and I became eucharistic ministers. The 
joy and peace we receive eacb rime we 
attend to this ministry is incredible -
what an honour and a privilege for us. 
Cltmmire NSW 2795 GWRCE JAC�su:-o 
[Our correspondenr·s suggestion bas been 
followed up, and a new series · fl71a1 happened 
to theApostle ... ? will commence ibis is;ue. Ed. 
AnnalsJ 

Fine presentation 

Wonde1fu.l magazine! Congrarularions 
ou fine presentation. Good co have an 
edicor like Fr Stenhouse. 
Fingal 'Ru 7214 JOEL Mll.L£1l 

Fr Tom Dunlea 

le warmed the cockles of my heart -
10 bend co the banal - co read Anastasia 
Cuddy's 1·ecoliections of Fr Tom Dunlea, 
the founder of Sydney's Boys' Town. 

Let's face it: he was not 1he flavour of 
the clergy with some bishops and feUow 
priests. 1 know that, for during my over 
62 ) ears of Catholic journalism l was 
told things that were nm broadcast. On 
the other hand he was sainced by other 
clerics and especially the inhabicanrs 
of 'Happy Valley" during the dark and 
dreadful days of the Great Depression. 

Twill always remember his adapta
tion of the old catechism descriprion of 
purgatory: 'Bul'l'agorang ( where be once 
served) is a place or stare of puuishme.ill 
in this archdiocese where some priests 
suffer for a rime before ll1ey get a parish." 

Our family got co know .F'r Tom 
rather well. Dad was somewhat an 
expt'rt on greyhound dogs and as Father 

Annals Australasia 

1889- 2004 

From the editor 

ry,HIS year. 2004, Annakwill celebrate 
l_ it:S l 15cli year of continuous publica

tion. 11.mmls is,, as best we can ascertain. 
the oldest continuously published Catholic 
magazine in the Soul.hem Hemisphere, 
and afi:er 7ne Bulletin,, one of rhe oldest 
magazines of any sort in Australia. 
\Ve hope to celebr-ate in some fitting way 

the co11tribution that Annals has made to 

the virallty of Catholic Life in this couna-y 
and in eve1y place througbuut the world 
where it i s  read. 
We thank ou1· loyal read&s for their 
support and encouragement. We should 
.like co find the f'eader wl10 has had the 
looges1 association with us. So, please 
write and tell us bow long you [or others) 
have beeo receiving or reading ,1"11t1Ls, as 
we should like to publish r.be ruuoes of 
the ten readers who have been with us 
rhe longest rime. 
Elsewhere in this issue we give decails 
of our plar1s for <--e.lebr:uing our 115th 
binhdav. 

-Paul stenhouse. MSC 

usually had a few galloping beside him 
as he rode for Mass at Lugarno (where 
my godmocher -aunr lived), he was a 
regular visitor to our home. Wich 1he 
same humility which saw him obedi
ently accept chaplaincy to Matthew 
Talbot Hostel - 'some bishops would 
give you oue chance, Cardinal Gilroy 
is like the Lord: be forgives you seven 
times' - before again becoming a PP, he 
sat where we k.ids settled around him 
for stories and boasted thaL we were 
abreast of the times from the newspa
pers he scuffed in t.he holes in the soles 
of his shoes. 

One of his housekeepers - a good 
friend of mine in the early days of 
the Legion of Mary - told me how 
she heard the squeals of 'ouch� ouch' 
coming from the path to the presbytery. 
That path happened to be laid with blue 
metal gravel and Fr Tom was walking 
home barefooted as be had given his 
socks and shoes tu a man who had gone 
looking for a job. Poverty was 110t just 
something to be compassioned with Fr 
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Tom; it was something to be practised 
in those hard times of wide unemploy
ment. 

Mrs Cuddy mentions the delightful 
Pere Ryan, with whom 1 worked for 
several years. Yet it should be mentioned,, 
I think, that he got himself off the 
bottle. Fr Tom was associated with 
other Catholics and 2GB radio person
ality Frank Sturge Harty in establishing 
Alcoholics Anonymoas in Sydney. There 
were non-alcoholics "Fr Richard Murphy 
SJ, psychiatric nurse Archie McK.innon 
and ex-alcoholic psychiatdsr Dr Sylvester 
Minogue ( whose charity far exceeded 
his medical skills which were great). 
McKinnon-s book 'Castle of S!iadows' is 
an enlightening read. 
Bmsvil/e NSW ::U51 

Rabbi Zolli 

The book 'Why l Became a Catholic' 
(previously titled '13efore the Dawn') by 
Eugenia Zollj tells about Pope Pius XIl 
d11d11g World War 11 

Israel Zolli. formerly cruef Rabbi of 
Rome, even changed his name because 
of his great love for Pius X.U. 

fsrael Zolli became a Catholic, 
not to please his friend Pius Xl'f, but 
because he came to believe Christ was 
the Messiah after 12 years of serious 
trunking and smdy. He was appointed 
a member of the faculty of the Pontifical 
B.iblical fnstiwce of Pius Xlf afcer his 
conversion - A really great Jew. 
Bondi /unction NSW .20:U TtLERESE GRAHAA! 

'Catholic' reading 

I Jove 'Anna/1 and look fonvard to its 
arrival each momh. It is not easy to find 
really 'Catholic' reading now. I enjoy 
.reading about our Holy FarheJ·, sucb 
a brave and holy man. And I tJ1ink all 
Ausu·alian Catholics should be thankful 
that we have someone of the stature and 
integrity of Cardinal PeU. 
Aspley Qld 4034 1'fa1U HU1'�llli\SON 

All I want for Christmas 

Annals is a wonderful magazine ('aJI 
I want for Cb.risanas is the Annal.s) and 
Holy Mass, goes without sayu1g. 

God Bless you all, and your 
wonderful work. May He continue to be 
with you through 2004. 
f½odvi/le Park SA ii00I JOSIE Scnrl'E.'I 

• 
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FOR OUR SINS 

HE WAS CRUCIFIED 

HERE once wa� a ruan named George Thomas, 
pastor i.n a �mall XeK En!;_(land rown. One Easier 
Suuday wonting he came to the Church carrying a 
rus�·, bi;:nr, old bird cage. and ,-et i1 by tlw puJpit. 
E_vebl'Ows were rai•ed and. a, if in respon•e, Pastor 

" Thomas began to speak ... 
I \v.J.s wall.ing through town yescerdav when I 

saw a young boy coming toward me ... ,,ingjng thi� bird c-agc.On 
tJ1e bonom of the cage were three little wild bird�. shi,eringwirh 
cold and fright. I stopped the lad and asked. ·\Vhar you goc ._there. 
son?' 

·Just some old birds: came the reply. 
'What are you grnma do with them?' I asked. 
'Take 'e111 home and have fun with 'em,' he answered. Tm 

gonna tease 'em nnd pull out their feathers LO make 'em fight. f'rn 
gonna have a real good .time.' 

'But you'll get tjred of those birds sooner or later. What will 
you do'?' 

'Oh, I got some cats,' said the little boy. 'Tbey like birds. rn 

take 'em lO th�m.' 
The pastor was silent for a moment:How m11ch do you want 

for those birds, sou?'. 'Hub??!!! \Vhy, you don'c wam them bisds, 
mister. They're just p!:Jin old field birds. They don't sing. They 
ain't even pretty!' 'How much?' the pastor a,ked :\gain. The boy 
s.ized up the pas ms· as if he were crazy and said. ·s, I OT The pa tor 
reached ill his pocket a11d took out a ten dollar bill. l le  forced ir 
in r11e boy's hand. In a flash, the hoy was gone. The pasror picked 
up the cage and gcody carried it to the end ol the alley where 
there was a tree and a gra$$Y spoc. Setting: the cage down, he 
opened the door, and by sofLly tapping tbc bars persuaded rhe 
birds out, scrtir�g them free. \l'eU. that explained the empt}' bird 
cage on the pulpit, and then t.he pastor began ro teU this story. 
One day Satan and Jesus were having a conversation. Satan had 
jusr come from the Garden of Eden. :i.nd he was gloating and 
boasting. 'Yes, sir, 1 just caught the world full of people clown 
there. Set me a trap, used bait I kne\\ rhey couldn't resist. Cot 
'cm all!' '"What are you going lO do witJ1 rhernT Jesus asked. Satan 
replied, 'Oh, C'm gonna have fun! l'm gonna ce-ach them how to 
ma1Ty and divorce each other, how to hate and abuse each other, 
bow to drink and smoke and curse. fm gonna teach chem liow 
to invent guns and bombs aod kill each orher. I'm really gonna 
have fun!' 'And what will yol! do ,, hen _vou get clone with them?' 
Jesus asked. 'Oh, I'll kill 'e.m; Satan glaTed proudly. 'How much 
do you want for tbcm?' Jesus asked. ·Oh, you don't wnnt those 
people. They ain't no good. Why, you'll tale them �nd they'll just 
hate you. They'll spit on you, cllrse you and kill you. You don't 
want those people!!' 'How much?' He a-Skecl again. Satan looked 
at Jesus _a•J� sneere�I. 'All your bl�od, rear: an� your life.' l 
Jesus said: DONE!. Then He paid Ll1e pnce. fhe pastor 
picked up the cage, he opened the door and he walked 
from the pulpit, 

���.... �4' 
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CATHOLIC CULTURE 

THE PASSION OF THE CHRIST 

ECHNICALLY, Mel 

Gibson has made 

a movie using all 

the resources of 

cinema, including a 

quasi-documentary 

approach. But intrin
sically it is a devotion - a definition 

that does diminish it. All great works 

of religious art are devotions - from 

the anonymous mediaeval cathedral 

to the renaissance paintings of Raphael 

and Michelangelo, from anononymou 
Plain Chant to John Henry Tewman and 

Edward Elgar's 77ze Dream of Gerontius, 

from El Greco's Tlze Burial of Count 

Orgaz to Salvador Dali's Clzrist of St Jolzn 

of tlze Cross. 

The latter is the most significant refer

ence. Salvador Dali was the playboy of 

surrealism until he focused his talent 

on the spiritual reality of his life: Jesus 
Christ and his redemptive power. He saw 

this by way of the mystic, known as St 

John of the Cross, who moved through 

a dark night of the soul before attaining 

the vision Dali caught in his great canvas, 

showing the crucified Christ suspended 

between earth and heaven. 

Similarly, Mel Gibson was a playboy 

in the surreal world of Hollywood, dream 

factory and money laundry, where egos 

are split to make millions and stars are 

kitted out with reach-me-down, gossip
mag images (his was 'Sexiest Man Alive'). 

Yet he, too, had his dark night of the 

soul from which he emerged to put his 

money - $40 million - where his vision 
was. Tlze Passion of tlze Clzristis the result: 

a masterpiece, flawed maybe, but not 

with vanity. 

In the role of a lifetime, Jim Caviezel 

plays Chri t with a conviction a heart

beat from the heroic. Yes, the movie is 

blood-boltered in the ferocity of the 

scourgings and the crucifixion. Mediaeval 

some have called these tortures, reaching 

for the all-purpose pejorative of hacks 

whose vocabulary is inadequate to their 

deadline task. 

B,_y ]AMES MURRAY 

Rather than mediaeval, the tortmes are 

modern. They can be seen on television 

screens in victims stripped of their clothes 

by bomb blasts, their backs lacerated with 

grenade fragments or bards of glas ; their 

faces masks of pain and hock. 

Gib on then i nor bein gratui

tously violent, he i making a creative 

link between the pain we inflict on each 

other "ith the redemptive pain endured 

by Christ. Gibson's violence is meta

phoric of the 20th century, the cruellest 

of human history, in which millions 

suffered so much pain and death under 

regimes that were national or superna

tional, and ideological rather than reli

gious, in their inspiration. 

D
RAMATICALLY, familiar Gospel 
characters are briefly devel

oped which helps the narrative: Peter, 
Judas, Pilate, Pilate's wife, Simon of 
Cyrene, Herod, the two thieves cruci
fied with Jesus. Veronica is intro
duced as she watches Jesus pass and 
wipes his face with her cloth - but 
Gibson shows restraint by letting us 
see her holding the cloth and, if we 
look closely, suggestions of the outline 
of Jesus' face can be glimpsed. The 
Roman soldiers are also vividly drama
tised: the brutes at the scourging with 
their sadistic commander, the drunken 
soldiery mocking and brutalising 
Jesus along the way and on Calvary, 
the more sympathetic centurion. The 
key figure who has powerful dramatic 
impact in every Jesus' film is Judas. 
The taunting of the tormented Judas 
and the children pursuing him to his 
deatl1 is dramatically effective. 

The Passion of Christ offers a cred
ible, naturalistic Jesus whose suffer
ings of body and spirit are real. What 
impact it will have on those who 
are not believers is very difficult to 
predict. For those who believe, there 
is the challenge of seeing pain and 
torture which are easier to read about 
than to see, but there is also the satis
faction of experiencing familiar Gospel 
stories in a different way. 

- Father Peter Malone, MSC, President 

SIGNIS, The World Catholic Association for 
Communication. 
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But as the ferocity of the tortures 

increases, leaving Caviezel's face a 

portait in blood, another thought occurs: 

Gibson's inspiration, conscious or uncon

scious, is not only the modern, or the 

gospel writers, Matthew, Mark, Luke and 

John. 

An older voice is in play as an inspi

ration for his cinema art, the voice of the 

great Jewish prophet Isaiah (chp 53, v 

2): 'He hath no form nor comeliness; and 

when we shall see him there is no beauty 

that we should desire him. 

'He is despised and rejected of men; 

a man of sorrows, and acquainted with 

grief; and we hid as it were our faces 

from him; he was despised, and we 

esteemed him not. 

'Surely he hath borne our griefs and 

carried our sorrows.' 

So far from being anti-semitic, 

Gibson's work is a classic of Judeo

Christian creative tension, as further 

witness the opening of Isaiah verse 5: 

'But he was wounded for our trans

gressions; he was bruised for our iniq

uities; the chastisement of our peace 

was upon him; and with his stripes we 

are healed .. .' 

T½ lzid as it were our faces . .. Hence 

the incomprehension verging on 

consternation of some critics, erudite 

in filmography but not the Bible, when 

confronted with this extraordinary work 

by a director as totally devoted to his 

material as a veteran to his duty. 

Witlz lzis stripes we are lzealed ... 
There lies the justification for the 

ferocity Gibson brings to the torture 

scenes. It is an ferocity matched by 

skilful direction which ensures that 

Mary Magdalene and Mary the Mother 

of Jesus (Monica Belucci and Maia 

Morgenstern) make an art form of 

agonised silence. 

In the case of the latter, however, 

Gibson and his co-writer Benedict 

Fitzgerald hit a false note when they 

have her say to Jesus:' ... flesh of my flesh, 

heart of my heart.' After the eloquence 

g 



of her silence, this verges on the banal, 
and is not in the gospel record. 

Nor is Gibson's conflation of Mary 
Magdalene with the woman taken in 
adultery. He does this through a flash
back of Christ's hand drawing in the 
sand, stones being dropped, men 
retreating, and then the Magdalene 
coming into frame. The scene, no ques
tion, is dramatically powerful as are the 
haunting appearances of a Satan figure 
(Rosalinda Celentano) and the way 
Judas (Luca Liononella) comes upon the 
halter with which he hangs himself. And 
who can fail to see modern greed and 
disillusionment in his selling out of his 
friend Christ - and himself? 

As who can fail to see in the emphati
cally Jewish Simon (Jareth J Merz), who 
helped Christ to carry his cross, those who 
sacrifice themselves for others on modern 
frontlines of hunger, disease and death? 

Elsewhere Gibson shows exemplary 
restraint. When the woman known as 
Veronica (Sabrina Imtapacciator ), clearly 
Jewish, braves the Roman soldiers to 
wipe the face of Christ with a napkin, 
Gibson could through computerised 
editing have easily called up the image of 
Christ's face which by revered tradition 
was left on the napkin. He does not. 

Other flashbacks are done with equiv
alent gospel economy and exactitude. So 
far is Gibson from anti-semitism, he does 
not include a flashback to the episode 
most open to anti-semitic spin: Jesus 
clearing the money-changers from the 
Temple precincts. 

On the general question of anti
semitism, some critics appear to have 
reviewed Gibson's father's opinions 
rather than the movie. Gibson senior 
has a bee in his bonnet about the 
exact number of Jews who died in the 
Nazi death camps, a logistical but daft 
bee which seems to mistake arithmetic 
for morality by implying that lowering 
the number of Jewish deaths would 
somehow mitigate the Nazi offence. 

At this writing, the movie had yet 
to open in African and Asian coun
tries, most of which have no history of 
cultural anti-semitism. In those countries, 
it will be intriguing to see the extent to 
which anti-semitism is perceived in the 
movie itself rather than read into it from 
external sources. 

The key to understanding the film 

Mary 

M
ARY, the mother of Jesus, is 
splendid. It is her sorrow that 

made me weep. She reminded me 
of my wife, watching over our sons. 
She reminded me of all mothers, 
who see their sons falling out of their 
hands into the hands of the world, 
the hands of men. Her face is iconic, 
almost expressionless. Her face is 
the most expressive I have ever seen. 
She scares into the camera, into our 
own eyes, and her sorrow for her 
son fills us with sorrow. Bue there is 
something el e. he i ... not serene, 
serenity , ·ould be coo rrong a word. 
She is ... not accepting, no not exactly 
accepting, she i not �accepting� her 
son' brutal beating and crucifixion. 
She is partaking... sharing... "co
bearing. Perhap that's the be t word: 
she i bearing co ether with J u her 
son, every blow, every humiliarion. le 
is extraordinary co see, perhaps the 
most extraordinary thing in the movie. 

- Robert Moynihan, In.ride T/,e Vatican, 

February 16, 2004 

is Hristo Naumov Shopov's virtuoso 
performance as Pontius Pilate, once reso
lute (you didn't make pro-consul, that is, 
military governor, in a rebellious Roman 
province without guts). He is called to be 
resolute again. He fails, and not simply 
because he is caught in the political-reli
giou s nexus represented by the High 
Priest Caiaphas (Mattia Sbragia) whose 
rigour is not unanimously supported by 
his fellow priests of the Sanhedrin. 

Pilate's is a failure of moral rather 
than physical courage, a failure tO protect 
innocence. Marvellously Shopov, as 
directed by Gibson, suggests it is our 
failure, too - a suggestion going back not 
only to the 20th century Vatican II but to 
the 16th century Council of Trent which 
stated that all sinners share responsibility 
for the Passion. 

The casting of Shopov, a gifted actor 
yet relatively unknown like most of the 

Thanks 
to all our advertisers for their generous 
support. Special thanks co Alan David, 

Digital Graphic Communication, to 
Brian and Garrie Boyd of Paynter Dixon 

Constructions Pty Ltd, and to John 
David, of The Davids Group. 

- Editor. Annals Australasia. 
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cast, is part of Gibson's way of creating 
resonance and a deeper perspective on 
an old, an everlasting story. So, too, is the 
way that Gibson, himself a throwback 
star, directs his cast so that they subdue 
their personalities to their roles. 

His use of Aramaic and Latin with 
English subtitles further deepens the 
perspective. (Even if it also provides an 
implicit argument against Gibson's own 
exclusive adherence to the Latin Mass. 
Surely Aramaic, Christ's native language 
provides the most authentic words for 
the Mass? But his instruction to teach 
all nations implies the use of their 
languages, starting with Latin). 

That is by the way, one of the sparks 
thrown off from the forge of faith in 
which Mel Gibson has wrought a sword 
of the spirit. His work is Catholic in both 
enses: in its doctrine and in its universal 

potential. 
In his ending, Gibson again shows a 

classic restraint. We see Christ's shroud 
collapsing on itself but no facile compu
terised image of his tortured body on it, 
like the image held in Turin, as the risen 
Christ looks to the new future he has 
created, and to eternity. 

All more or less immediate reviews 
these days are subject to a proviso: the 
DVD versions can contain out-takes as 
fascinating as any that appear on screen. 
The Passion is not likely to be an excep
tion. 

To sum up, the term auteur is over
used to enhance the creative status of 
directors. Here it is marvellously clear 
Gibson is the auteur. His talented crew 
is headed by Caleb Deschanel, the 
light and shade of whose cinematog
raphy recalls that other playboy artist 
Caravaggio (his works include Doubting 
Thomas, the startlingly dramatic painting 
of the apostle Thomas examining the 
spear wound in the risen Christ's side). 

In its force of its penitence, it its 
conviction, in its sense of one-artist's 
creative perception, Mel Gibson's work 
stamps a new hallmark for all seeking to 
portray the person in whom the divine 
and the human melded for the transfor
mation of history: Jesus Christ. 

Still with us, and greater than any 
flawed depiction in his flawless power 
to sustain those in need, and to 

� bridge the gap between life and · 
eternity. 

s 5 
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MOVIES 

John Ford: The director who made John 'Wayne cry 

WANTED: BULL FEENEY ALIVE AND DEAD 

ESTERNS may 
be  out of' 1he 
cul'l'ent Hollywood 

" production cycle. 
But paradoxicallv 

� their political infh;-
' 

-a.::ai-. __ ..A,,Zt••• n• ence ha5 grown 
with t.heir fall from box-office favour. 
US Secretary of Seate Herny Kissinger 
who saw himself as the heir co tbe great 
Eumpean statesman Metteraid1 revealed 
in an interview that he also saw himself 
as the lone sheriff riding inro town. 
More recently, and doser to home, P1i1ne 
Min.ister Jolrn Howard aUowed himself 
to be portrayed as deputy sheriff to US 
President George Bush. 

Howard subsequently deprecated 
the dtle. Bul it is unlikely that Bush, 
Easterner turned Texas Vl esterner, 
would object to rhe description 
'sheriff. 

AJJ this is by way of emphasising the 
assiduity with which McBride evokes 
che power of the Western legend and 
its greatest bard John Manin Aloysius 
Feeney, ancestral land Connaugln, 
born Portland, Maine 1894. He was 
nickuamed Bull and better known as 
John Ford. His career encompassed 
the silent era, the talkies and celevi
sio11 plus active service as a director/ 
photographer in World War It Korea 
and Vietuaco. His Stock Company 
included John Wayne, Henry Fonda, 

Victor McLaglen. Ward Bond, Harry 
Car�' Junior, Hank Worden, Woody 
_erode. Jaoe Darwell, Anoa Lee a11d 
Maureen O'Hara. 

Ford's westerns such as Rio Bravo, 
Fort Apache and She J,Vore a Yellow 
Ribbon ga,·e the geme classic status as 
The Sean:/1er.r pre-eminently demon
strated its scope for transm utiflg th.e 
past so as to give it modern relevance. 
Y t:t Ford, tbe most poteOL creacor of 
the legend, was also its most astrin
g;em critic in The Man ff/ho Slzot liberty 
flalance ,v-ith its resonating dictum: 

Reviewed by IAN MACDONALD 

Searching for John Ford: A Life 
By Joseph McBride, Faber and Faber 

(through Penguin) rrp $49.95 

'When fact brcomes the legend. prim 
the legend.' 

It is a consu·iction of his creativiw. 
however, to focus only on his west
erns. His Baute <if ill/idway is one of 
the most incense of documemaries. 
The Grapes <if Wrath is ;1n eloquent 
indictment of social injustice, How 
Green was M.!J Valle.!/ the quintessence 
of Jyric nostalgia. Jn T/1e !1iformer, he 
directed a bleak picture of the inter
necine Troubles in [reland. Tl1e Quiet 
JV/an created au idyllic Ireland which 
years later i11nueuced the TV success 
Balf.!Jld..i·sangeL 

Uniform quality and briJliance 
1·arely co-exist. Ford had his failures 
though he was reluctant co admit to 
them. Tl1e Fugitive, based on Graharu 
Greene's novel Th.e Power and the 
Glor.!/ is oue such failure according to 
.McBride. He cites Ford's too obviOllS 
Catholic symbolism as a factor. He also 
mentions that Ford was oot completely 
in sympathy witl1 Greene because of 
the latter's notorious libel of Shirley 
'Temple as sexuaUy precocious in Wee 
Willy Win.lcie which Ford also directed. 

Ford was no saiJ1t. He loved lo film 
lrnppy families. But he strayed mari-
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cally and was not tl1e best of fathers to 
b.is son Pat aud his daughter Barbarn. 
A hard man on the bottle, he was 
even harder on his players, reducing 
tbe youog John Wayne to tears. If 
his career faltered towards the encl, 
it was only partly because of debiJity. 
He retained bis uilent and ideas. 
HoUywood was no longer up to them. 

>kBricle's work was 30 years in the 
,,-riring. lt could have done with a 30-
hour edit. Not because of irs content 
1, hich is always fascinal..ing buc because 
of its wordy sryle - a m.iuor criticism. 
McBride·, anecdotes make the work 
seem like a bound volume of P/1otoplay 
magazines. "riuen b) and for insiders. 

Some samples: ford artended the 
funeral service of Columbia Pictures 
boss Harry Cohen, a shrewdic he 
respected because his handshake 
was more binding t.han a multi-page 
contract. During the serl'ice Danny 
Kaye stepped to the lectern unan
nounceci and spoke well. ·Who's the 
intelligent young rabbi." Ford whis
pered. 

He made a lesser Western Two Rode 
Togetl1e1; staffing James Stewart and 
Richard Widmark. By this time, both 
were growing les; ha.fr aJ1cl more deaf; 
1hey wore hairpit!Ces but not hearing 
aids. In directing rhem, ford progres
sively lowered his voice. Stewart a11d 
Widmark ,�et·e too embarrassed to 
ask him to speak up. EventuaUy Ford 
signalled his camera crew together and 
said: 'Here J am, fifty years i11 the busi
ness and Tend up wirh two deaf hair
pieces.' 

l\TcBride gives various versions of 
Ford's deathbed words in l 973. Tn one, 
members of his family including bis 
wife Mary were reciti.ng the rosary and 
he ea.me om of h.is coma to say, ' ..• Holy 
Mary Mother of God.' 

ln another t.he presiding priest, his 
nephew Father Feeney, who had been 
a chaplain in V.iemam, seemed l\ 
to he 1;1killg a long ti.me witl1 the 
Last Rites. ford murtl:!red: 'Cur.' 

• 
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CATHOLIC HISTORY 

Wage's 4-times the cost if living; short working week 

COMMERCIAL LIFE IN MEDIEVAL EUROPE 

HE Medieval period 
gets rather poor press 
these days. Few people 
even know when it was, 
while most jumble the 
Medieval, Middle and 

-����� Dark Ages into one bleak 
period lasting from the fall of Rome till 
civilisation supposedly returned about 
the year 1500. Part of the reason has to 
do with a peculiar approach to history 

adopted by Protestants that has spilt 
over into Catholic circles. This obscures 
the achievements of the times, espe
cially with respect to the centuries that 
followed. 

The Dark Ages began as Rome 
retreated as a civilising influence in the 
west, but lasted no more than three 
centuries till order returned under 
Charlemagne, about the year S00AD. 
The Middle Ages was a period of social 
and technological reconstruction. In 
Charlemagne's time a farmer could 
harvest less than twice the seed he had 
sown, but by the beginning of the High 
Middle Ages, about 1100, his excess had 
increased between three and five times. 
By 1300 it had doubled again to a level 
that would not be surpassed for another 
four centuries. The material abundance 
of the Middle Ages supported other 
cultural developments. In many respects 
the High Middle Ages, or Medieval 
era, was at its greatest in the thirteenth 
century. That century began with St. 
Francis of Assisi, contained Saints 
Bonaventure and Thomas Aquinas and 
concluded with average wage levels at 
least five times greater than at 1100. 
Wages continued to rise, though at a 
lesser rate until Modernity began with 
Machiavelli in about 1500. 

The prosperity of the Medieval 
period did not continue into moder
nity for the average person. When 
Thorold Rogers reviewed English 
wage levels from 1300 to 1900, he 
concluded that the highest wage levels 

By GARRICK SMALL, PH.D 

over that period were in the final years 
of the fifteenth century, extending no 
further than a quarter century into 
modernity. At that time wages were 
fully four times the cost of living and 
the working week wa shorter than 
the centuries that folio, ed. Modernity 
brought with it a ne, · morality and a 
new approach to work and commerce. 
The working week was lengthened and 
wages fell so rapidly that the seven
teenth century began with England 
being forced to enact the first of the 
Poor Laws to provide unemployment 
relief, the first since the circuses of 

Scripture & 

Tradition 

I
N a letter to the Corinthians 
upon this very sacrament ( of the 

Eucharist] Paul wrote: "I have deliv
ered to you that which I have received 
from the Lord." Is this delivery made 
in the form by which he received it 
- unwritten? Truly, until the writing 
of the letter, he had used no other 
form of transmission. He had written 
neither the Corinthians, nor the 
Roman, nor any other people. If Paul 
had chosen the permissible form of 
direct verbal communication on those 
occasions when he did write, you 
would now be doubting those articles 
of faith based on the Pauline Epistles. 
Many Epistles by all of the authors are 
lost, and those extant are subject to 
bilingual ambiguity and interminable 
strife over interpretation and meaning. 

- Letter to a doubter; Anon. 
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Rome. English wages had fallen in less 
than one hundred years from an histor
ical high to bleak insufficiency. There 
had been no great pestilence, only the 
rule of Henry VIII and his daughter. 
Europe fared similarly. 

The Middle and Medieval Ages 
achieved their prosperity without the 
aid of economic science or elaborate 
legislation. Economics would have to 
wait for another four centuries to be 
initiated by Adam Smith. Law tended 
to be the opinion of rulers who were 
guided more by their notion of fair play 
than by masses of statute and prece
dent. When St. Thomas Aquinas or St. 
Bonaventure wrote on economic issues 
they were exploring the moral foun
dations of normal day-to-day prac
tice. Their purpose was to highlight the 
abnormal and discourage it within the 
context of the salvation of souls. They 
were writing for an audience who were 
very aware of the reality of God and the 
fate of those who did not serve Him. St. 
Anselm had shown that God was not 
capricious and so His ordinances could 
be understood using reason. St. John 
the Evangelist said that the mark of the 
Christian was his love for his fellow. 
When applied to commercial dealings, 
this meant treating one's customers, 
employers and employees with the care 
reserved for family. It also meant that 
commercial dealings contained elements 
that had knowable objective moral 
content. Part of the Medieval intellectual 
enterprise was scientifically exploring 
these using reason. 

Three major interrelated princi
ples can be identified as distinctive 
to Medieval commerce, these are just 
price, usury and property. Just price 
is the notion that overcharging is a 
betrayal of trust and a form of theft. 
Usury is any charge that is not j usti
fied and has been historically tied to 
interest on money loans. It has tradi
tionally been included also as a form 



of theft. FinaUy. all commerce relies on 
ownership and hence on a notion of 
prope�-. In �ledieval Europe there was 
no con.;ciom ne.xus between the prin
ciple 01 properry and the instituLion 
of property, bm there was a surprising 
roincidenral parallel between them that 
'I\.;; 001 considered systematically till 
emuries later. 

The just price principle gave rise to 
;be related coucept of the just wage, 
1he almost biblical belief that a fair 
day's work deserves a fair day's pay. 
Together they provided the founda
Lions for commonly misunderstood 
institution, the Medieval guild. The 
guilds were more like our contempo
rary professional associations than our 
trade unions, but they had elements of 
both. 1n particular, the gu;ilds created a 
quasi-family amongst persons pursuing 
a particular craft and this quasi-family 
accepted duties to the community that 
are largely opaque to modern economic 
thought. 

Usury is today perhaps the most 
misunderstood moral concept in 
Catholic culture. It is usuaUy thought 
to be interest on a money loan, bur it is 
more accurately any unjustified income 
from a u·ansaction. The Medievals 
recognised that it was most evident in 
money loans, though today it has been 
vaguely dismissed as excessive bank 
interest. "\Vhile there .is some truth in 
tbjs belief, its vague subjectivity loses 
the core concept entirely. 

St. Thomas Aquinas devoted a 
section of his Summa Theologica to the 
question of property and concluded 
that private property was licit only if 
use remained common. Tt is the prin
ciple of property that the Church has 
maintained to the present day, espe
cially in Lhe last century's social encyc
licals. This dual approach to property is 
embodied in feudal land tenure. Under 
1his svstem a lord could call land his, 
bul it carried the obligation that he use 
ic largely for the good of the people. 
This meant giving ordiJ)ary people 
r.igb1s ot access and using land rents 
for public purposes. especially security. 

The guild-. feudalism and the other 
Medieval commercial institutions all 
relied on the goodwill of those cona·ol
ling economic power w freely wilJ the 
good of their neighbours. The fact 
that they were successful is pan of Lhe 
historical record, bur the fact of abuse 

Let me write it, or else ... 

A
LETTER arrives from a young woman who says she l1as a 
contract to write your biography: she will shortly be with you 
and looks forward to your co-operation. It is evident from the 

letter's tone, which is that of a happy chipmunk that has just found a 
stash of hallncinogenic mushrooms, thaL ir has not crossed her mind 
her victim might not welcome spending \\ hat is bound to be weeks 
if not months in the company of someone she has never met and 
certainly would not have chosen, sharing intimate details of her pasc 
and deep Lhoughts about life in general. Of course everyone must be 
delighted at such news, I wrote refusing., saying chat I believe biog
raphies should be written after the favoured one's death. At once 
followed indignation and letters Lhat verged on the threatening. My 
friends, invited by her co talk. asked me whac co do and T said, 'Ignore 
her.' So they too refused, but some got back leccer : 'lt would be 
in your interest to co-operate.' To no one did she say that I and my 
friends were not. involved. 

- Doris Lessing. ll,e Spectator. April 15. 2C{(• 

by a greedy minority is also evidem. At 
first there was a moral stigma attached 
t0 Laki11g t◊o rn uch, but as it became 
more widespread it became a call for a 
new commercial moraliLy. Luther and 
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Cahrin supplied thac new morality, but 
it;: dissemination required blackening 
the old order. Despite this the modern 
dj;;cipline of economics, the dismal 
science of Adam Smith, has never quite 
worked and today many are aware of 
ic, failures. Our technology has given 
us aflluence, but equity is another 
maller and our failures suggest that 
it may be time tO review the l 
thought of that most successful · 
earlier era. 

Funher reading: 
Kurth. C (J 943/87) 77,e Wnrki11gmen� Guilds 1/ 
tlu: ilfiddle Ages. Omni. 
Julien Simon, 1995, 77,e State of Bumanil!J. 
James Thorold Rogers, 1884, SixCen111ne.rofWorl 
011.d Wages. 

Dll CAJUUCK SMALL is a senior lecturer at Sydney's 
Universily of Technology. 
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A JEWISH PERSPECTIVE 

'PASSION' FOLLOWS THE SCRIPTURE 

EL Gibson's 
f o r t h -

9 c o m i n g  
movie about 
the death of 

" Jesus, The 

L---ll•j;Jll�.J,.,lf!J.JlallL---ll■ Passion, has 
created an angry standoff between 
the filmmaker and Jewish critics who 
charge him with anti-Semitism. It's 
a controversy that will continue to 
affect relations between Christians 
and Jews unless some way to cool it 
can be found. One possible cooling 
agent is an honest look at how 
ancient Jewish sources portrayed the 
Crucifixion. 

According to those who have seen 
a rough cut, Gibson's film depicts the 
death of Christ as occurring at the 
hands of the Romans but at the insti
gation of Jewish leaders, the priests 
of the Jerusalem Temple. The Anti
Defamation League charges that this 
recklessly stirs anti-Jewish hatred and 
demands that the film be edited to 
eliminate any suggestion of Jewish 
deicide. 

But like the Christian Gospels that 
form the basis of Gibson's screenplay, 
Jewish tradition acknowledges that 
our leaders in 1 st century Palestine 
played a role in Jesus' execution. 
If Gibson is an anti-Semite, so is 
the Talmud and so is the greatest 
Jewish sage of the past 1,000 years, 
Maimonides. 

We will never know for certain 
what happened in Roman Palestine 
around the year 30, but we do know 
what Jews who lived soon afterward 
said about Jesus' execution. 

The Talmud was compiled in about 
the year 500, drawing on rabbinic 
material that had been transmitted 
orally for centuries. From the 16th 
century on, the text was censored and 
passages about Jesus and his execu
tion were erased to evade Christian 
wrath. But the full text was preserved 
in older manuscripts, and today the 

By DAVID KLINGHOFFER 

censored parts may be found m 
minuscule type, as an appendix at the 
back of some Talmud editions. 

A relevant example comes from 
the Talmudic division known as 
Sanhedrin, which deals with proce
dures of the Jewish high court: 'On 
the eve of Passover they hung Jesus 
of Nazareth. And the herald went 
out before him for 40 days [saying, 
'J esu ] goes forth to be stoned, 
because he has practiced magic, 
enticed and led astray Israel. Anyone 
who knows anything in his favor, let 
him come and declare concerning 
him.' And they found nothing in his 
favor.' 

The pa age indicates that Jesus' 
fate wa entirely in the hands of the 
Jewish court. The last two of the 
three item on J e us' rap sheet, that 
he 'enticed and led astray' fellow 
Jews, are terms from Jewish biblical 
law for an individual who influenced 
others to ser e false gods, a crime 
punishable b being stoned, then 
hung on a wooden gallows. In the 
Mishnah, the rabbinic work on which 
the Talmud is based, compiled about 
the year 200, Rabbi Eliezer explains 
that anyone who wa toned to death 
would then be hung by his hands 
from two pieces of, ood shaped like 
a capital letter T - in other words, a 
cross (Sanhedrin 6:4 ). 

These texts convey religious 
beliefs, not necessarily histor
ical facts. The Talmud elsewhere 
agrees with the Gospel of John that 
Jews at the time of the Crucifixion 
did not have the power to carry 
out the death penalty. Also, other 
Talmudic passages place Jesus 100 
years before or after his actual life
time. Some Jewish apologists argue 
that these must therefore deal with 
a different Jesus of Nazareth. But 
this is not how the most authorita
tive rabbinic interpreters, medieval 
sages like N achmanides, Rashi and 
the Tosaphists, saw the matter. 
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Maimonides, writing m 12th 
century Egypt, made clear that 
the Talmud's Jesus is the one who 
founded Christianity. In his great 
summation of Jewish law and belief, 
the Mishneh Torah, he wrote of 
'Jesus of azareth, who imagined that 
he was the Messiah, but was put to 
death by the court.' In his 'Epistle to 
Yemen,' Maimonides states that 'Jesus 
of Nazareth interpreted the Torah 
and its precepts in such a fashion as 
to lead to their total annulment. The 
sages, of blessed memory, having 
become aware of bis plans before his 
reputation spread among our people, 
meted out fitting punishment to him.' 

It's unfair of Jewish critics to 
defame Gibson for saying what the 
Talmud and Maimonides say, and what 
many historians say. Oddly, one of 
the scholars who has most vigorously 
denounced Gibson - Paula Fredriksen, 
a professor of religious studies at 
Boston University - is the author of a 
meticulously researched book, 'Jesus 
of Nazareth,' that suggests it was the 
high priests who informed on Jesus to 
the Roman authorities. 

Would it have been better if 
Gibson never undertook to make 
this movie in exactly the way he 
did? Maybe, but trying to intimidate 
him into fundamentally reworking it 
was never a realistic or worthy goal. 
The best option now is to acknowl
edge that other sources besides the 
Gospels confirm the involvement 
of Jewish leaders in Jesus' death 
and clear the anger from the air. 
Considering that Gibson's portrayal 
coincides closely with traditional 
Jewish belief, it seems that

� leaving him alone is the decent 
as well as the Jewish thing to 
do. 

DAVID KLINGHOFFER is a columnist for the Jewish 
Forward and author of The Discovery of God: 
Abraham and the Birth of Monotheism (Doubleday, 
2003) and the upcoming Why the Jews Rejected 
Christ: In Search of the Turning Point in Western 
History. 
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PILGRIM PEOPLE 

In training.for the Heavenly Olympics 

JOE MEAGHER VS THE CHAMPION OF 

RELIGIOUS SENSITIVITY 

Every day more than 1 million passengers travel in 1458 carriages over the 2,060 km.s ef 
railway tracks around New South Wales. This is the thirteenth in our series of articles 

by FATHER MAX BARRETT CSSR on commuter extraordinaire]osephMeagher. 

T was a different Joe Meagher 
who rode the 8.05 this partic
ular morning. He was vocal 
as usual; eYen vociferous. But 
different. 

llis agent prouocateur gave 
liiilt..--lll,;I the impression of one who 
had been doing university courses 
for fifteen years. The 20-year-old lass 
beside him was a regular on the 8.C'S: 
a de]ightfully bright girl with sunny 
disposition, a pi:edictable smile and 
then - just as predictably - into the 
nex:t-in-line of her end1ess uni assign
ments. She changed her e,rpression to a 
frown as the campus guru gave tongue. 

'The Third Millennium ushers i11 our 
second childhood. We are hobbled, 
positively hobbled, by an incredible 
accumulation of religious ___ junk.' 
He rid himself of the last word with 
something between acute pain and 
disbelieving regret. Impressed with 
the sound of his owo diction, he guru
ed on. 

'They used to say tbat peasanLs 
needed religion to explain thunder aud 
lighwing. Now we knou· what causes 
these phenomena - at lease, some of 
us do - yeL the religious baggage 

goes i;mchallenged. We cling to thi.s 
Christmas and Easter stuff . 

His frowning companion inter
rupted. In controlled tones she said: 
'I love Christmas, and I base my life 
on whaL you call t11e Easter stuff, and 
l have an assignment to work on, so 
would you please .. .' 

That is where the morn.i.ng started to 
go wrong fOJ' the guru. Ile had made a 
poim this pal'ricular morning of joining 
the 8.05 out of Crnuulla because he 
entertained thoughts of impressing the 
!01, I:,

r econd-yC"ar undergrad. Her re-ac
tion was nur a be J1ad scripted the 
scene. 

·Well. hu, ho, ho. Little \fos 11,fiddle 
Ages! How touching. And how con,ect' 

When the definiri,Te hisrory of d;ie 
Cronulla 8.05 is compiled. it will be 
noted that t/1ir was the poin1 a1 which 
the young man going on forty should 
have cut his losses and shut up. Bue 
rhere .is a tide in t11e affairs of men 
which, taken at tl,e flood, sometimes 
results in a painful dumper. His unfor
tunate come-back was charged with 
quivering tones of righteousness. 
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'It doesn't seem to have occurred co 
you, my dear, that Australia is now a 

ruu.lti-culrw-al nation. Our current popu
lation includes approximately 300,000 
practitiouers of lslamic faith - I think 
you will find my figures are accurate -
and they have to be consjdered. How 
do you think tliey foe! about Christmas 
and Easter? What right do we have tO 
marginalise them? Your convent educa
tion may nor have included this lype 
of sensitivity,' (in his lofty momellls he 
sounded as if he had adenoid trouble) 
'and you might as well know: I here is a 
mol'emem afoot to excise. drop, banish 
these ___ these archaic Christmas and 
Eas-ce:r celebration, from our calendar. 
There i a roo, ernenr _ 

£ncer the different Joseph A. 
\[eagher. The explo,ion which ernpted 
lhat momem m u�t ha, e carried all the 
wa� from Como to Kogarah: 

·o, infidel! Know you have trnd on 

the we oflva.n SkaviJ1sk.i Skiva.t:' 
Joe i\leagher ,tood and walked 

teadilj co the place occupied by rhe 
mogul of Moslem migrants. With 
bis old-world courtesy he smiled to 
the flustered girl: ·J've just vacated a 

place up there, You may find it more 

• 

• 

• 
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congenial? This gentleman and I have 
matters to discuss.' 

The girl gratefully made her escape. 
Not that there was any chance of 
concentrating now; but distance from 
her patronising mentor had no uncer
tain charm about it. 

The said mentor affected a contemp
tuous look and made to push past Joe. 
But, for all his seventy plus years, the 
man who stood over six feet tall had 
about him an unmistakable command. 
His adversary feigned nonchalance 
as he flopped back into his seat. At 
least consistent in not knowing when 
enough was enough, he attempted to 
retain the guru role. 

'It may interest you, sir, to know that 
I am not an infidel, as you so crudely 
put it. I have an open mind and 

Joe began. 
'You are an infidel, make no mistake. 

And some people with open minds 
need to have them shut for repairs.' 

The regulars in Joe's compartment 
folded their papers and leant back. This 
gave promise of being vintage Meagher. 

'You favour the abolition of the great 
Christian feasts. 

'It surprises me that, with your 
breadth of reading, you don't appear to 
know a great deal about the founder of 
the Islamic religion. 

'Mohammed had deep admira
tion for Jesus. He regarded him as 
the greatest of the prophets (next to 
himself, that is). I can't imagine he 
would likely be signatory to any peti
tion for the abolition of Christmas and 
Easter. 

'You spoke almost passionately 
about respect for Moslems. You echo 
my sentiments exactly.' 

The younger man looked sharply at 
Joe. Was this odd-ball setting him up? 
Joe was serious - and not a little sad. 

'The Moslems who want to make 
Australia their home have a right to 
feel at home in AustraJia. They have 
a right to practise their religion. This 
is part of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights. (That was adopted in 
1948. I think you'll find my statistic is 
correct.) Even more basically, it is part 
of the natural law. Follow conscience; 
allow the same privilege to others.' 

The heaviness in Joe began to come 
through even more strongly. 

A global view 

T
HE first millennium was seen 

in by Sylvester II, tbe 'Magician 

pope', who reinstated the belief that 

the earth was round. The Jews had 

their Maimonides, the rabs their 

Alkhazen, Christendom the Venerable 

Bede, before St Thomas Aquinas and 

Albert the Great revived the study of 

nature. 

- Arthur Koestler, The Act of Creation, 

London, Pan Books, 1964. 

'But the same thing is supposed to 
happen in reverse. In Moslem countries, 
Christians should be afforded freedom 
of religion. It doesn't always happen. 

'My son John spent two years 
of his working life in Saudi Arabia. 
He describes them as the two most 
unpleasant years in his life. His own 
description was 'religious persecution'.' 

The savant with the sneer inter
jected. 'Vlhat of persecution of Moslems 
in this country? Broken windows? 
Tearing at the hijab clothing of Moslem 
women?' 

Joe breathed heavily before replying. 
'In your rich array of tertiary studies, 
you never took a course in logic? No? 
Broken windows and targeting of 
people in distinctive dress are exam
ples of unpardonable conduct; but they 
are not law. They are not the law of our 
country. 

'I am talking about LAW.' CJ oe held 
the word till it had a Pavarotti-like 
resonance.) 'The law of Saudi Arabia 
proscribes the practice of religion other 
than Islam. If that law is not observed, 
the "offender" is put in jail and 
deported from the country by the first 
available flight out of Saudi Arabia. In 
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the case of a foreigner on a work visa, 
his or her emoluments are not infre
quently withheld. 

'Coming back to your support for 
doing away with Christmas and Easter: 
do you know, I can't bring myself to 
believe that our Moslem people have 
initiated any such proposal. 

'I believe the push comes from so
called Christians. Retired Christians. 
Nominal Christians who have lost the 
Christian plot completely and who 
want to pass on such 'benefits'.' 

Joe reflected for a moment. 
'You know, an interesting thing 

about Mohammed: he never really 
knew Christianity. He was raised in 
paganism. The only Christians he 
knew were heretics Monophysites 

The sadness was that, from a moral 
point of view, these people lived as 
though they disbelieved in Jesus. They 
were lustful usurers they prac
tised slavery. Had they lived as true 
Christians, who knows? Possibly 
there would never have been a thing 
called Mohammedanism Perhaps 
Mohammed would have become a 
great saint, proclaiming: "There is but 
one God, and Jesus is his name" ... ' 

Inside the lead carriage of the 8.05 
there was quiet. At least subconsciously 
the regular passengers were aware that 
they were listening to a different Joe 
Meagher that morning. No wild burst of 
song; no light sprinkling of appropriate 
verse, other than a deeply sighed: 

Of all sad words of song and verse, the 
saddest are these: 

And at least three or four fellow
travellers quietly joined in: 

It miglzt lzave been. 
Joe had not quite finished. He 

· turned ninety degrees and focused 
once more on his companion. His 
manner was not hostile, but there was 
tiredness in his voice. 

'You are not an infidel? No. Probably 
you were baptised. But you walked 
away from your birthright and now are 
quite prepared to rubbish your birth
place. My friend, you are an infidel . 

and a distraction. I've gone past 
my stop.' 

The train was pulling into Bondi 
Junction. A handful of 8.05 regulars 
who had likewise gone beyond their 
stop looked sheepishly ,< one ID<

t crossed to the other side of • 
the platform . . . and remained 
thinking. 

• 
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Assimilating 
each new 
outrage 

T
HE hostility to traditional culnu·� 
was manifest in the an:� Ion.! 

before the Sixties. ·Anvooe ¾ho 
thinks that fatuousne�,. nofuen�e.. and 
obscenity in the ans are who�· �m 
affairs,' Roger Kimball. m.uupnf 
edit0r of The Veu· Crit=or.. \. ntes, 
<should look back for a momem .l!l 

some of the numerou, ava1n-�rde 
movemems that c:iptureci beadlm� rn 
Europe from the rurn o· the ceml.lJ"\· 
through the 1920s· Reviet,inf a boo!.. 
that praised the Dad.,jsc mo.-emem 
for subverting the values ut botL-p•c.is 
society, Kimball remark.,. ·Co;i;istent 
with its attack on -bou.rgeo"" t.Lue;"' 
(e.g., order. reasoo. bonest�. fl'Opriet)·) 
is its fascination Wllh noleace. the 
scaLOlogical, and the ob�cene Thi, 
it shares with its do;e ,-oufin. ,urre
alism.• While this � undfluhc�-tr11e -
Gardener says that art began to direct 
irs a.nger at the bottrgeoi, ,tate in  the 
last qum·ter of the eightt't'nth ,.,.mun 
- it does appear that t.he propm-ri,Jn 
of art that assaults bourgeoi, ,·alue, 
is far higher today than in ,be:, day, 
of Dadaism and surrealism. \\ ·ben the 
object i s  tn attack bourgems culture 
by delivering shocks to it-- ;.randards. 
and when that culture keep� re,·ising 
its standards by assimiJacing e.ich new 
outrage. it is necessary to keep upping 
the ante by being ever more shocking. 
It seems clear, l1owever, that large 
sections of the bourgeoisie. like drug
resistant Liacteria, are approaching a 
state of being unshock.able. 
- Judge Robert H. Bork, Slouching to1<•/m!J· 

Comorral� Regan Books, 1996. 

Innocent until proven guilty 

Canon Law asserts age-old principle 

I
N ca.nt>mcal nimmal p1·oceedi11gs it is necess,u·v ro bala1wc thu tli,111antls of' the con11no11 gout.I 
wuh tlte ditnity and rights <lf the accused, said panidpaut.s al a ,yrnposi.um held recently u1 

Rmne. 
The �� mposium 011 ·C1irnin1.1J J1rosec.uc.iou nnd Lhe PrOLecLion of Rights i.□ Canonical Legislarion· 

gath�rcd expert, from tlie Holy Sec, Eumpe and North America. The School of' Canon Law of 1he 
l ni\ i?TSU) of the Holy Cross organized the evenL 

�k,n;1�nor Joaquin Llobell, instructor of procedural law ar the Uni,ersity of the I luly Cross, 
relt'rred 10 the nonns adopted by U.S. bishops in the wake of the clerical sex-abuse scan rials. 

He pou1Lcd to 'the need tu harmonize the protection of the common goud 1vith the dignicy and 
ng-h.s of the acc11std.' as well as ,he need 'to be profoundly eonsisrem in respect of the neerls that 
narural and dvil law consider as indispensable for the apponioning of p11nishmen1�. in pi1r1kular. 
rhe moit 5erious: 

Kcnne,h Pr,rnington. a professor from Catholic University of Amer1ca, spoke on 1.he duty to 
,,.,.,µnizl' the im1ocena, of a p.;rson 'until proven otbc",•ise.' 

·\o one, absolutely no one, can be deuicd a trial. in any circumstance.' Pennington said. 'And 
all. ab,olutely all. have the right to a solid and profound defense. H is a principle that we must not 
forfCt or abandon.' 

Monsignor Vela;io De Paolis. secrttary of the Apostolic Signature, the Church's supreme couri� 
remind�d participants that 'criminal law has its ow11 configurario11 and a specific dimensio11 in 
the life of the Church, complementary to odte,· instru111e111s wit!, which the Church can·ies out its 
111is:-ion iu ci1Ue." 

!t, i111pol'tancc can nor be debated, he addetL as one runs ,he risk thar 'the faithful will lose the 
,crne of justice. l, would be sowerhiug sel'ious, as without a seuse of jusrice 011e loses the se1tse of 
equity, roercy and cha,·ity.' 

The 111eeti11g euded with a rouud-table disc11ijsio11 on the applic:11.ion of Church sanctions. 
including ,hose recently appli�d l11 the lJ11i1od States. [Sou,ce: ZENl'T'J 

THE GENESIANS 

'AWAY' 

F
OLLOWING its great success with a seasoll of Oscar Wilde's 'A Woma11 
of No Importance' the Genesiai1 Theau·e is presenci.ng a fine production 
of the modern Australian class.ic 'A WAY' by Michael Cow. 

Set in the Ausn-aliao swnmer of 1967 /68 'A WAY' is a rewarding play brim
ming with humour, pathos and an anay of very human and interesting chai· 
acters we instantly recognize. 

The Australian consciousness at this time was about to change. After a 
decade of allluence, stability, conservar..ism and a strange insulation towards 
world events, a movement towards new ideals was beginning to emerge, with 
1he hippie movement and protests against the Vietnam War. 

Against this backdrop ·A WAY' explores the lives of tb_ree very different 
families as Lhey prepare for the big annual event, tJ1e summer beach holiday. 
The holiday becomes an emotional journey for each family as they face major 
change in their own lives. Cow explores a myriad of r.hemes in the play with 
greac subtlety using the characters to reflect the attitudes and values of the 
time. 

It is a play of great warm I h finely balancing comedy and drama. The large 
cast is uniformly su·ong and impressive in making this a funny and moving 
evening of theatre. 

The production is beautifully enhanced by Michael ScheU's very effective 
lighting, Susan Carvech's excellent costumes and a practical stage design by 
Clare Singline. The product.ion is directed by TimoLhy Be□-neu. 

Lawrence Baytus, MSC 

At the Genesian Theatre, 420 Kent Street. Sydney to 
Saturday 24th April, playing Friday and Saturdays al . 8.00pm and 

Sundays at 4.30pm. There are no performances over the Easter weekend. 
Bookings: MCA Ticketing (02) 9645 1611 www.mca-tix.com. 
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EXPLORING OUR CATHOLIC PAST 

Whatever happened .... to the Apostles? 

THE TWELVE APOSTLES 

This is the introduction to a series if fourteen, aJ·ticles by PAUL STENHOUSE MSC discussing 
Catholic tradition concerning the twelve Apostles, their background, mission and manner ef death. 

The thirteenth will be devoted to Jildas Iscariot and tlze final article will treat qf St Paul 
the 51.postle to the Gentiles� 

T LUKE, in his Gospel,' 
describes how Jesus wenr 
one day 'into the hills to 
pray and spent the night 
in prayer to God. When 
day broke he called his 

.,.,--�•• disciples to him, and 
from among them be chose twelve and 
named them Apostles: Simon, ro whom 
be gave the name Peter, and Andrew 
his brother, James and John, Philip and 
Bartholomew, Matthew and Thomas, 
James son of Alphaeus, and Simon who 
was caJled the Zealot, Judas son of 
James, and Judas Iscariot who turned 
traitor'. 

Other lists of tbe Apostles are 
to be found in lVJattbew [ l 0,2-5), 
Mark [3,16-19] and Acts [1,J 3]. ln 
all of them St Peter is always placed 
first. St Peter is named 195 rimes in 
the New tescamenr. The resr of the 

Apostles names occur in descending 
order as follows: St James I.he Greater. 
the brother of St John, 19; St Philip. 
15; St James the less, 14; Si Andrew. 
Peter's brother, 12; St Thomas 11; St 
Bartholomew, 1 0; St J □de, 8; St Simon 
Boanerges, 7; St Matthew, 5 . 

In the ancient Roman Callon of 
the Mass, the Apostles are honoured 
immediately after mention of ·Mary, 
the ever Virgin Mother of Jesus Clu·ist 
our Lord and God' and of 'St Joseph 
her husband', Peter and Pat1I, the twi.n 
pillars upon which tbe Church of 
Rome is founded, are mentioDed first, 
and chen 'And1·ew, James, Thomas, 
Philip. Bartholomew, Mattl1ew, Simon 
and Jude·. Only Judas lscariot, the 
craitol', is omiued. Then follow, in the 
Roman. Canon. the names of the first 
four successors of -t Peter as bi;:bops 
of Rome: Linus, Clerns. Clement. 

T
O claim, however, that healing nature and 
protecting the biosphere is the cemral task of 
Christians in the modern world is a highly sl.lspect 

contention. The central task of Christians remains the 
same as it was in the beginning: 
to proclaim that Jesus Christ 
is Lord. For Christians, this 
announcement is of such earthly 
and transcendental significance 
that it cannot be reduced to a call 
for poverty 
alleviation and 
nature preser
vation. 
- Samuel Cregg, BB!Jond 
Romanll'ci.sm, Ccmrc tor 
Independent Studies, 

Sydney, 2000 

-
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Sixtus. These are followed by eight 
of the best-loved of myriad martyrs 
for the faith: Con1elins, Cyprian, 
Law1·ence. Chrysogon11s, John and 
Paul. Cosmas and Damian. 

Jn the ancient Roman Basilica 
of Sc Mary in Trascevere erected by 
Saint Callistus in 223 AD, rebuilt 
by Pope Julius I in 340, restored 
by Pope John VII i.n 705-707, and 
enlarged in its present form by Pope 
Innocent U in 1140, there .is a mosaic 
depicting Jesus as the Lamb of God, 
in the midst of twelve sheep - repre
senting tbe twelve apostles - six of 
whom are rep.resented as coming from 
Jerusalem, and six others as coming 
from Bethlehem. 

Other ancienr basilicas - Sc 
Pra'\edes lb□ilr well before 490, 
rebuilt bY Pope Paschal. I in 822J, 
�c Clemem rpaternal home of Pope 
Clement I. third successor of Peter), 
yt Caecilia (built, at hll!r request, first 
in 230 on the site of her home, when 
St Caecilia was martyred]- employ 
the same imagery. ln the .Basilica of 
Sr Clement we find the twelve apos
tles represemed as J 2 doves upon 
the great crucifix in the apse of that 
Basilica. 

Quite a few ancient sarcophagi 
represent the cwelve Apostles as vener
able men, holding a scroll or tablet 
in their hand, and with their names 
inscribed above or beside them. 
J nscribed on the tablets or scrolls, 
nsuaUy, are the articles of the 'Apostles 
Creed'. Aocient Catholic Tradition has 
it that before the Apostles went off to 
proclaim the Good News to the world 
after the Ascension of our Lord, they 
composed the Creed chat has taken 
its name from them, each of them 
contributi11g one of the articles. 



The order they followed was: 
Sr Perer: / believe in Cod, the Father 

Almighty, Creator o
f 

Heaven and Earth; 
Sc Andrew [his brother I: And in 

Jesus Christ His Only Son, our Lord; 
St James the Greater I brother of Sc 

John): Frl'/w was conceived of t/1e Holy 
Spii-it, born of the Virgin Mary; 

St Jobn [James's brotherj: Slfffered 
1mder Pontiu5 Piiate, was crucified, died 
and was bu1·ied; 

St Philip: Descended to l1ell, and on 
the third day rose .from tl1e dead; 

St James 1:he Lesser [son of 
Alphaeus]: ascended to heaven, sits on 
the right hand of God the Almigluy 
Father; 

St Thomas: Thence he slzall come to 

judge the living and the dead; 
St Batholomew: 1 believe in the Holy 

Spirit; 
St Matthew: The Holy Catholic 

Church, tl1e Communion o
f 

Saint,: 
St Simon: the rcmirsion �f sim; 
St Matthias: tl1e Nsurrecu'on of the 

body; 
St Thaddaeus: and life everlasting: 
[n roost ancient mosaics and fres

coes there are attempts to distin
guish the twelve Apostles one from 
the other by facial characteristics: St 
Peter, with a broad forehead. short 
white hair rsornetimes bald] and a 
straggly white beard; St Paul u ually 
with short or sometime, receding hair, 
a narrow face and a short" ell-kept 
beard; St Andrew. with llowing white 
hair and beard: Sts James the Greater, 
and James the Lesser: horr brown 
hair and beard� Sts John. Thomas and 
Philip are usually young aud beard
less; Sts Matthew. Jude. Simon and 
Matlhias are represented as aged. wirh 
white hair. 

As time passed, it became the 
custom to depict the aposdes with 
some characteristic of their lives or 
death, thus: 

St Perer almost always carries c.he 
keys of the kingdom of heaven, or a 
fish; 

St Paul usually is depicted with 
a sword, the instrument of his 
martyrdom; 

St AJ1drew carries the transverse 
cross [i.e., 'crtLX decussata,' shaped Likt? 
a Roman ten or Y] on which he was 
banged. St Peter Chrysologus says that 
he was hang�d from a u:ee; 

St James the Greater, the pilgrim's 

A
N.arr d:aler (this story is aurhencic) bought a_ canvas �igned 
·P1casso· and travelled all the way co Cannes ro discover whether 

it was genuine. Picasso was working in his studio. He cast a single 
look ar die canvas and said: 'Tt's a fake'. 

A few months later the dealer bought another canvas signed 
Picasso. Again he travelled to Cannes and again Picasso, after a single 
glance, grunted: 'It's a fake'. 

'But cher maitre,' expostulated the dealer, 'it so happens that I saw 
you with my own eyes, working on this very picture several years ago.' 

Picasso shrugged: 'l often pai.nt fakes.' 
Arthur Koestler, 17ie Act efCrecUi01< Lo11do11, Pan Book.$, 1964 

staff, because he was the first to set 
out to spread the gospel, going tt) 
Spain; 

St John, a chalice with a serpent, 
recalling rhe legend that someone 

Truth and 

Taste 

T
HE word •truth' is often used 

_ wilhout any understanding of 
the difference between descrip
tive and prescriptive truth, and 
without clear differentiation 
between maners of truth and 
matters of taste. 

Mortimer J. Adler. Adler's Philo.wphical 
Dictionmy. Simon & Scb�ster,] 996 
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poisoned the wiue for the Mass, and 
neither Joh.11 11or those who received 
communion were harmed; the eagle 
represents him as an evangelist; 

St  Thomas, a builder's rule, 
because he used treasure that 
was set aside for a palace for king 
Gondoforus in India. to feed the poor 
and r.he needy. The king died, and his 
brother had the apostle imprisoned 
and tortured. The dead king appeared 
to his brother and told him to release 
St Thomas because he had found the 
mo c beautiful palace prepared for 
him in heavP11: 

St James thl' lesser: a club with 
which he was beaten w death; 

St Philip a staff surmounted l>y 
a cross [ crozier] representing his 
manner of death, and also perhaps his 
mission as a preacher of the cross of 
salvation; 

St Bartholomew a large knife. 
because he was flayed alive before 
being crucified; 

St Matthew, a purse - he was a cax 
collector; 

St Simon, a saw, sometimes a sword 
- because he was sawn io two in 
Persia [today's L·aq, Lranl, 

St Jude Tbaddaeus, a lance - he 
was killed with a lance or chlb; 

St Matthias, a lance, sometimes a.11 

• 
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DONATIONS RECEIVED 
FROM 9/12/03 TO 12/12/03 
Our sincerest thanks to the many subscribers to 

Annals Australia, who very generously send a small donation 
along with their annual renewal - this assists in defray

i

ng 
the heavy costs incurred In producing our magazine. 
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2464 Mrs P McBurney 
2530 Mrs M V Costigan 
2580 Mr R Penning 
2753 Mrs C Bagnara 
3136 Mr Frank Jones 
4152 MrsY Matta 
4217 Mrs E Topalov 
4213 Dr RF Bullen 
2141 Mrs S McGeough 
5045 J Patrick Martin 
2226 Mr Bert Pnde 
2145 Mr John Shaw 

- Editor, Annals 
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3070 Miss J O'Donnell 
2440 Margaret Holz 
2066 Mrs Elisabeth Rodgers 
2099 Mr E J Noffz 
6060 Mrs M Farrell 
2594 Br M S Madden 
2067 F & RWan 
4170 Mr AV Hunt 
4670 Mr J Mackrell 
1 043 Mr E D Dunne 
3517 Fr Bernard McGrath 
2035 Mrs E Hibbard 
2060 Dr L A Feain 
2076 Mr &. Mrs John Clark 
2111 Mrs M Young 
2233 Mr B J Ryan 
2112 Mrs Iris Turner 
2114 MrDFLeo 
2119 Mr J P Crowe 
2620 Miss M Joy 
2208 Mrs Margare; Denny 
2208 Mr E J Dorar-
2250 Mrs S >lullane 
2250 Mr P F 'Aclean 
2607 Mrs M Mac�ey 
2002 Mr Ke-, r Johnston 
2614 Mr J h Walsh 
2621 MrsW 3osman 
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6108 Mr PR S -\ntonio 
2540 Mr M Orourke 
2082 Mr & Mrs W McDonagh 
2075 MrT Burtin-Williams 
2230 Mrs Suzanne Shaw 
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2154 Mrs Christine De Stoop 
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2100 Miss M P Reen 
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2035 Mr R Cattana 
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2217 Miss MF Davis 
2455 Mr GA Frost 
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5268 Mrs J Bell 
2074 Mr A E Keating 
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axf' - because he was killed by cirher 
onf' or orber weapon. 

St Peter is connected with I he cities 
of Rome, Antiocb and Alexandria; S1 
Andrew with Scythia, Cappadocia. 
Bithynia Lroughly modern-day Turkey 
and some of the Asiatic republics of 
the old USSR]; St John, Asia Minor; St 
James the Greater, Spain: St Thomas, 
India; St Bartholomew, lndia, Armenja 
and Media; Sr Mauhew J>anbia po 
modetn-day Turkey] and Ethiopia; St 
Philip, Galacia [in modern-day Turkey] 
Gaul, Ph1ygi.a, Northern Asia; St James 
chi:' Lesser, Jerusalem, Palestine; St 
Jude, Persia [Iraq, franl; St Matthias, 
Judaea, !!:astern Ethiopia; S t  Paul, 
Greece, Turkey. Rome, St Barnabas. 
Cypru . Northern I taJy . 

Earh Chri�ti:.in arrists loved to 
depict •rcnes from the Gospels that 
concerned all the Apostles, or some 
of them . Pa,-ourice subject. were the 
handing over of the Keys of Heaven co 

t Peter:1 the mission to go and preach 
the Gospel and to cure the sick;3 tJ1e 
wa,hin.g ol' the apostles' feet by Jesus;" 
the agony of Jesus ia rbe garden;' the 
Last Supper; the lnstitulion or the 
E11charist;6 rhe appearance of Jesus ro 
the eleven as they were eating break
fasr;- the Ascension,� the Descent of  
the Holy Spi.ric.? 

The beauLifnl fresco by Pietro 
Vanucci LPeruginoJ 1446-1523, iu the 
Sistine Chapel i.u Rome, has our Lord 
and St Peter i n  the cenlre, with the 
latter on his knees, receiving the keys, 
while the rest of the a postles and 
some spectators stand around. 

That Peter was always .. and s1ill 
remains, chief among the Aposdes 
will emerge from the artides to 
follow. These will trace the careers 
of the Apostles through the eyes or 

Catholic faith and tradition, starting 
with the Scriptures, and examining all 
extanr documentary evidence l 
concerning che twelve disciples 
chosen by Jesus ro be his first . 
Apostles. 

e,<1 n1om:h: S, Peter. fisherman and prince of all 
the Apostles. 

I. G,12-16. 

2 .  Mt 16.30-20 

�- Mk lfi.14-18. 

4 .  Ju 13.2-17. 
5. Jn 18.J•ll 
6. U 22,1-19, 
7 . .111 Zl,4-1,'l. 
6. Arn 1.\1-ll. 
Y. Arnl.1-1.l 
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AUSTRALASIA 

115th Birthday 
11 

To celebrate our 115th birthday this October 

Annals is pleased to announce that 

Father Paul Stenhouse MSC will offer a 

Mass of Thanksgiving 

in the Church of our Lady 

of the Sacred Heart Randwick. NSW 

on Saturday October 16, 2004. 

Al] our subscribers, benefactors, contributors and friends 

who can do so are invited to join us for this 

Birthday Mass at 12 noon. 

To help provide some much needed 

support for moving into our next 100 years, 

AnnaLs also plans to hold a 

Fund-raising Dinner 

in Sydney on Ocrober 20 this year at a venue to be decided. Cost 

of the dinner: S75 per person. Naturally we need to know well in 

advance what numbers we can expect. Please inclicate your desire to 

attend this runner by filling in the form below, and ticking the appro

priate box. Thank you for helping us to make this occasion a success. 

·······X···-· ···-······ .. ·······--···· ···-· ........ ·-···-········· .... -..................................... . ... . 

Name:, ____ _ 

Address: _____ _ 

·---------- ......... Postcode: .. .  ___ _ 

Telephone: .. . ... ________ _ 

PUM-e tick, 0 where a,prop+iate 

0 l/we will be attending: No. of persons ___ ......... . 
□ Please reserve me a table for eight (8) persons 
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Protection 
from 

Religious 
'developers'? 

R
ESIDENTS of' barbour•side 
suburbs in Sydney object strenu• 

ously to what they complain is 'market· 
driven development of harbour-side 
suburbs'. They complain, 'tJ1e devel
opers don't care abouc the place. 
Often rhey don't live here, and even 
if they do .  the social and nau.iral envi• 
ronment chat we love, and that is the 
reason for our beiug here. is at risk'. 
They deruand Environmental Impact 
Statements as cbecks on gross and 
,rnwarranted inrerference with their 
environment and lives. 

Why is it that individuals feel enti
tled ro complain about pollution or 
clesrruciion or even radical cha11ges 
to their natural environment. yer feel 
powerless before auack.s on their spir
itual environrnent? Catholics, espe· 
cially, who find decis.ions being made 
about bow they should live cheir faith, 
by religious 'expeni few if' any of 
whom Jive i.n the Church, care about 
the Church or love ir, sl1uuld complain 

iu their turn about 'market-driven,' and 
especially 'media-driven' interfere11ce 
in their faith. Our spiritual heritage 
is more valuable and equaJJy as irre
placeable as mere buildings for which 
local or world heritage boclies demand 
protect.ion. - Ed. 
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CATHOLIC HISTORY 

How a Catholic and cultural treasure survived against the odds 

THE LINDISFARNE GOSPELS 

With their breathtaking artwork, the Lindisfarne Gospels are a symbol o/ faith and one o/ the 
great examples o/ Catholic culture. Created 1300 years ago on a bleak island eff the 

north-east coast o/ England, they were the centrepiece o
f 

a stunning exhibition, 
Painted Labyrinth - the World of the Lindiefarne Gospels, in the British Library, 
London, last summer. Sydney journalist KEvrN HILFERIT was privileged to see it. 

N the scriptorium (writing 
room) of the monastery of 
Lindisfarne (Holy Island) off 
the coast of Northumberland 
between the years 710 and 
720 Eadfrith, Bishop of 
Lindisfarne, created one of 

the world's most imporcam religious 
and cultural artefacts - the Lindisfarne 
Gospels. 

The Lindisfarne Gospels book 
has survived wars, Viking raids and 
the ravages of time for over one 
thousand years in almost perfect 
condition. The freshness, intricacy 
and beauty of its decoration are 
wonderful to bebo.ld. Within its 
pages it draws together all the varied 
influences which shaped Chrislian 
art of the time in Northumbria, 
blending styles of writing and 
decoration from Italian, Celtic and 
Anglo-Saxon sources. 

As intriguing as the story of its 
survival is the way that Eadfrith was 
able to work in his remote North 
Sea island while drawing on these 
examples. These influences could be 
seen in the wide range of sculptures, 
manuscripts and carvings from the 
North Ease of England, Ireland, 
Scotland, elsewhere in England, the 
Orient, Asia, North Africa and the 
Middle East displayed in the British 
Library during the Painted Labyrinth 
exhibition. 

Opposite the beginnings of each 
of the four Gospels, Eadfrith placed 
pages of ornamented design. These 
are known as carpet pages because 
they resemble oriental rugs or 
mats with an ornamental cross as 
the centre of the design. Similar 
designs can be found in early Coptic 

St Mark pictu:red with hi,s lion. 

(Egyptian Christian) manuscripts 
as well as in Eastern Christian and 
Islamic art. Prayer mats, like those 
in mosques today, were used by the 
monks of l otthumbria in the 8th 
century. 
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We tend to think of the centuries 
after the collapse of the Roman 
Empire and the subsequent barbarian 
invasions as the dark ages. Yet the 
work of Eadfrith and the monks and 
nuns of his time tell us that Britain 
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and Ireland were then part of a 
multi-cultural flow of ideas, artefact� 
and people across the known world. 

Northumbria and the 

monasteries 

After the Roman legions left 
Britain, the invading Angle and 
Saxons from Northern Europe 
created new kingdom__ The 
merging of two of these led co a 
kingdom which screeched from 
Hull to Edinburgh and waE named 
Northumbria - meaning the land 

north of the River Humber 
King Oswald of Norchumbna bad 

been a student al the monaHerY 
on the island of Iona while he " -a� 
in exile. When he regamed b, 
lhrone he invited the looa monks 
to establish a Prio�· and �pread the 
Christian message 10 a ,and scill 
largely pagan. The 51Hc theJ· chose 

was Lindisfarne, an is.and l.6 lm 
off the coast, 15 km southe.lSct ot the 
border town of Ber-..ick_ Ji 15 about 
4.8 km long and 1.3 lm .. ,de. At low 
tide it is joined ro the mamland 

The Tona monk;. came to 
Lindisfarne in 635 under ihe 
leadership of an lnsb mnnl... Aidan. 
wbo became the first ot lhe island· s 
l 7 bishops. lo time., tile Priory 
became one of che mo�t miporcanl 
seats of ChriSlian learning and 
missionary acci,·it�· io Western 
Europe. 

. Further ouch -... ere two 
great monasteries founded bY a 
N orthumbriao ooblem.m. Benedict 
Biscop. These were t Peier·s by 
the River Wear at Wearmoutb (now 
.Monkwearmouth. a d1orrict of 
Sunderland) in 674 and t Paul's 
near the River Tyne at Jarrow in 681. 
Benedict Biscop journe:;-ed three 
times to Rome before beginrung. to 
build St Peter's and undenook a 
further three jouroe): to bring back 
books, sLatues and icom, religious 
paintings and fine rexriles for bis 
monasteries. 

lie bad experienced monastic 
life in England, France and haly, 
inc.luding two years al the monastery 
of St Hoaorar, at Lerin . near 
Cannes, in the south of France. For 
his foundation, he put together a 
rule based on the best examples he 
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]1ad seen at 17 monasteries. 
:Benedict Biscop brought John,, the 

Papal Arch-Cantor of St Peter's, to 
teach his monks to sing the chant as 
it was sung in Rome. He buiit in the 
Roman style, bringing stonemasons 
and glaziers from Gaul to construct 
stone buildings with plain and 
coloured window-glass when the 
Anglo-Saxons built in timber. 

When both sites were excavated 
in the 1960s and 70s, among the 
finds were finely carved stone and 
large quantities of coloured window 
glass. These survivals testify to the 
richness of the art and architecture 
employed by Benedict Biscop to 
glorify God. 
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The most famous monk of the 
twin monasteries was the Venerable 
Bede. He entered St Peter's in 680 
at the age of seven and remained 
in the twi11 monasteries until his 
death in 735. His Lives ef the Ah hots 
of Wearmoutli and /arrow offers 
a unique insight into life i1) che 
monasteries in the late 7th and early 
8th centuries. la The Ecclesiastical 
History of tlte English People Bede told 
of the arrival of the Anglo-Saxons 
and their conversion to Christianity. 

Liudisfarne owes much of its 
glory to St. Cuthbert (634-687) 
whose iocorrupt body was venerated 
there for centuries. He was a 
shepherd in Northumbria before 
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ANNALS CROSSWORD No. 21 

ACROSS CLL.ES 

l. Pa(emoster (3.5.G) 
7. Turned lO wine by Jesus in Cana (5) 
9. To purify b, means of religious ricuals 

or ceremonies (8) · 
11. One of rhe archangel5 ( ;-) 
12. An exclamation of praise to Cod C) 
13. Pilfer(5) 
15. The outer chamber of aJewi$li 

sanctuary; a place of pilgrimage(-,.:,) 
17. Pseudep1grapha (9) 
20. Open to view (5) 
21. Orna,uemal shoulder piece(:-) 
23. lmimidate: cow (7) 
25. Obstinate (8) 
26. A rectangular piece of linen wurn 

by a J>riesc around Lhe neck and 
shou ders (5) 

27 . Patron saint of journalists, Feast Day 
Jan 24 (7,2.S) 

DOWN CLUES 

1. Tall structure built in Babylonia. 
Genesis 11: l-4 (5,2,5) 

2. Opening words of 1 acrnss (3,6) 
3. Betrayer of Samson (7) 
4. Of or relating to The! assovei· or 

Easter (7) 
,5. ,\ wall banging, especially of tapestry 

(5) 

becoming a monk in the Abbey 
of Old Melrose, living the Gospel 
message and nndertaki.ng mission 
journeys th.roughour the border 
country. He arrived in Lindisfarne in 
664, extended his work further south 
and diplomatically resolved tensions 
between the Roman and Celtic 
wings of the church. A man of great 
devotion a11d charity, he was revered 
by the people of Northumbria. Bede, 
who had been his pupil, referred to 

6 . .Mitigate (9) 
8. A gratuity (3) 

10 . One of the apostles; Feast Day May 3 
(5,3,4) 

14. To take care of ( 4,5) 
16. Swpo17er for Paul b etween Tyre and 

Caesarea on his rhtrd journey, Am, 
21,;-.g (9) 

I 8. Pon of cali on Paul's joul'lle�• ro 
Rome, Am 28:13 (;-) 

J 9. Bededed 1 '.I 
22. l ·ncle of Jdoob and Esau. Cenes1, '.!8: 

5 (�) 
2-. 5on-in-l,I\,· oi _\foha.mmed (3) 

him a.s a ''child of Cod.'' Cuthbert 
was Bishop of Liudisfarne for the 
last two years of his life; sensing 
tbe approach of death, he withdrew 
to his owu retreat 011 the island of 
Fame. 

The Lindisfarne Gospels were 
created at the island monastery 
to honour Cuthbert. The book 
was probably written some time 
between St Cuthbert's death in 687 
and the death in 721 of Eadfritb. A 
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recent scudy has suggested a date 
of around 710-720 and that 011e 
artist-scribe undertook the script 
and illustrations. The work formed 
a personal opus dei., or task done for 
God and the community. 

At the time the Lindisfarne 
Gospels were being produced, Bede 
was at die height of his scholarly 
career, occupied in describing the 
life of St Cuthbert in both prose and 
verse, as well a s  collecting material 
for his other great works. 

The Gospels book was created 
to be seell and used on the altar 
during the liturgy. The monks would 
have had access to it and the faithful 
would have been able to see it from 
a snitable distance. Jt would have 
been an important contribution 
to the cult of St Cuthbert, which 
turned Lindisfarne into a place of 
pilgrimage in the lare 7th and 8th 
centuries. 

The writing a1Hl decorating of 
the Liodisfarne Gospels would have 
taken at least five years. l!:adfrirh 
would have had other duties and 
was subject to all the other daily 
demands of monastic life while 
working 011 the Gospels. Tt is known 
that the harsh Norchumbrian winters 
sometimes sropped scribes from 
working. 

Creating the Lindisfarne 
Gospels 

The Lindisfaroe Gospels were 
written and painted on vellum made 
from skins of yearling calves, which 
bad been soaked, s.tretcl1ed, and 
scraped clean. 

Before writing began, four large 
sheets of vellum were stacked and 
folded in half to form a gaLberiJ1g of 
eight leaves, 16 pages. To make the 
book, gatherings of four sheets of 
vellum were sewu onto leather cords, 
the ends of which were tlneaded 
into thick wooden boards and 
secured with wooden dowels. Then 
the boards and spine were covered 
with damp leather. 

Each skin provided a double sided 
double-page spread and 150 skins 
would have been needed to make 
the book, which has 259 written and 
decorated leaves of thick vellum, 
34.2 cm by 22.5 cm. 
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Eadfrith would have copied 
the Four Gospels in the Latin of 
St. Jerome's Version from a book 
brought from Italy by Benedict 
Biscop to Wearmouth-Jarro,, ,rnd 
then lent to Lindisfarne. haliao 
features of tbe GospeJs include 
the way the rext is laid om in 
two columns, the mention oi che 
Neapolitan St Januarius ia an 
introductory page plu� a cable oi 
fosi.ivals with special le,;om 

The book opens with a carpe, 
page that innoduce5 t Jerome·; 
prefaces. Then follow5 SL Jerome·, 
letter lo Pope Damasu5 J I born .3C--L 
died 384) explaining bi, tramla1 ,,n 
work. This i followed b�- another 
letter from St Jerome. 11.,. Ptunr< 
Puisse, about the E\'aneeh;t< and the 
Eu.rebius Carpiano. e�plainiog the 
Canon Tables. 

Thea come che c�non Table�. a 
concordance S) seem de,i-ed Ju ring 
the fourth cencur) h) £1,,ebiu- of 
Caesarea, the Coun B1�b, r ic che 
Emperor ConHantioc. �howrng 
which passage5 are ,ha.red in "'hich 
Gospels. 

Ethe]wald. who ,IJCCt>eded 
Eadfrith as Bishop. m!dc.- ilie original 
binding, which \\as ,r leather 
decorated with an impressed de,iJ::n, 
In the 8th century Btll�n.h rbe 
Anchorite rich I) de ,n.Hed it,, it!, 
jewels and precious m'!tlil.!. 

Before writing che text.. fine lines 
were ruled onro the page, \1-ich a 
metal point berneen prick marks 
at either end of the lrne�. Eadfrirh 
had remarkable sldlls a� .1 ... heruist; 
he would have prepaJ"ed the mk aod 
paints himself. He ,_.rou: £b .. ce.u in 
ink made from oak rail$ :md iron 
salts. 

In tb.e painted pa�es. Eadfritb 
made use of a variet�- 01 colours. 
For yellow, he used orpiment 
(trisulphide of ar�enicl. red or 
orange was toasted lead. green 
was verdigris which be made by 

suspending copper over ,·inegar or 
by a mix of blue and yellow. His 
white was chalk or cru5hed ;bell5 or 
eggshells and black was carbon. He 
mixed his pigments with adhesive 
beaten egg white. For some fine 
details he used a tiny amount of 
gold leaf or powdered gold ink. 
Usin(l; local plant extracts, he 

'---... 

Not just the 

pagans 

'If they had 

truly known the 

Catholic faith, I am 

convinced that in 

the end they will 

have embraced it'. 

'Sijidum Catholicam 
plene cognovissent 
credo quodjinetinus 
huic adhaesissent:, 

- Hugh of Trimbcrg [1230-13 l3] writing 
of pagan airt hors 

obtained a range of blues, purples 
and crimsons manipulated Lhrough 
the use of acids, alkalis and even 
urine. 

Most _of the pages aJ·e devoted 
to the text of the Gospels, with 
sparse patches of ornamentation. 
Throughout the decorated pages 
rhere are depicted a rich variety of 
creatures of all sorts, woven inco the 
Celtic motifs. 

for his text Eadfrith used a 
type of script known as Tnsular 
majuscule. which was developed in 
British and Irish centres of Celtic 
Christianity. This was a form of the 
rnunded Roman uncial script. ln 
sorne places. however, Eadfrith wrote 
text headings in a lettering style 
influenced by Anglo-Saxon runes 
(symbols). 

The saints illustrated in Lhe 
Gospels are shown wearing Roman/ 
Creek dress of the late 4th or 
5th century. Eadfrith probably 
based them on images io the large 
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collection of books and panel 
paintings from Italy in the library 
of 'iVearmouth-Jarrow. These are 
the only figures in the Lindisfarne 
Gospels apart from a tiny profile 
head 011 the major initial page of St 
John's Gospel. 

The Gospels book is uuusual 
for its large quantity of bird 
illustrations and their naturalistic 
derail. Alrho11gh they are arranged 
decoratively, they show observation 
of real birds such as shags and 
hernns, which would have been 
plentiful around Lindisfarne. 

The eagle, the tTaditional symbol 
of St John. is so naturalistic chat 
Eadfrith may well have drawn it 
from life. He also included very 
distinctively drawn cats, one of 
which stretches up the major ioitial 
page of St Luke's Gospel, with its 
elongated body filled with birds. 

The designs of the large decorated 
pages a.re complex. Eadfrith probably 
worked out his design first on wax 
tablets or scraps of vellum. 

Then he drew the design lightly 
onto the back of the page using 
compasses and dividers and a hard 
metaJ point and pricked through the 
main lines. 

However on the major initial 
pages Eadfrith must have done 
much of hls drawing freehand, 
as the shapes are so varied and 
complicated. 

The text is adorned wid1 intricate 
patterns, consisting of interlaced 
ribbons, spiraJ lines, and geometrical 
knots, terminating sometimes in 
beads of birds and beasts. Tht: 
interveoing spaces are filled wiLh red 
dots in various designs. 

Eadfrith's pens were cut from 
feathers, probably goose feathers, 
which were easily available around 
Linclisfarne. He used brushes to 
apply the paint colours and tiny 
hairs from the brush have been 
found in the paint. 

Small decorated initials appear 
in the introductory text befme each 
Gospel. Few other Anglo-Saxon texts 
have such e.laborate minor df'COrated 
initiaJs. 

Eadfrith deserves to be 
remembered not only as a technicaJ 
innovator, a great artist and 
calliirapher, but also as a founder 

---------



of tbe new 'Insular' art (meaning of 
the is.lands of Britain and Ireland. 
His work inspired the Celtic and 
Anglo-Saxon monks who founded 
monasteries across Europe and 
es1ablished scriptoriums, libraries 
and centres of .learning to spread the 
Christian message. 

The Viking Raids 

The first Viking raid on Britain 
struck Lindisfarne in 793. Tbe 
raiders slaughtered or drowned the 
monks and looted the monastery. 
After nearly a hundred years of 
savage raids on coastal towns 
and monasteries, the Lindisfarne 
community abandoned the island 
in 875, taking the body of Saint 
Cuthbert and other relics and books, 
including the Lindisfarne Gospels. 

For seven years the community 
of St Cuthbert travelled around the 
north of England and inrn Scotland 
but in 883 they settled in a former 
Roman fort at Chescer-le-StreeL mid
way between rhe coast and Durham. 
whete tbey stayed until 995. They 
tbeD moved to Durham Priorv 
with the relics of St Cuthbert. St 
Cuthbert's body and other monastic 
treasures from Lindisfarne were 
moved to the splendid new Norman 
catbedsal at Durham in 1104. 

Almost everything we know about 
the origin of the manuscript comes 
f

r
om a note in Anglo-Saxon inserted, 

µrobably between 950 and 970, by 
a priest named Aldred (afterwards 
Provost of Chester-le-Street), who 
also put an Anglo-Saxon 'gloss', 
or word-for-word translation, 
between the llaes of the Latin text. 
This important early Anglo-Saxon 
document is the first urv1v1ng 
version of the Gospels in Eng.lish 
(although Bede was apparently 
translating the Gospel of St John 
inro Old English on his deathbed 
two centuries earlier). Aldred used 
a smaller, swifter-ta-write form of 
script known as insular minuscule. 
His note, in modern translation, 
reads: 

'Eadfrith, .Bisl1op of the church of 
lindisfarne, origina!l_y wrote this boo/r. 
in honou1· of Cod and St Cuthbert and 
the whole company of .raints who.re 
relics are on the i.rfand. And Etlielwald, 

.Bis/1op of tlu: Lindi.i:farne islanders, 
bound it on tl1e out.ride and covered 
it, as he knew well how to do. And 
Biilfrith, tlte anchorite, wrought tlie 
ornaments on the outside and adorned 
it with gold and with gems and gilded 
silve1; unalto!Jed metal. And Aldred, 
unworthy and most miserable priest, 
glo.rsed it in .Engli.rh. with tlze help of 
God and St Cutlzbert .. .' 

In I 069, the Gospels were briefly 
taken back to Lindisfarne to escape 

The writing and decorating 
of the Lindisfarne Gospels 
would have taken at least 
five years. Eadfrith would 
have had other duties ... 

and the harsh Northumbrian 
winters sometimes stopped 

scribes from working. 

the devastating raid on the North 
mounted by the new Norman king of 
England, WjUiam the Conqueror. The 
book was then returned to Durham. 

In ] 082 the Bishop of Durham 
gave the ruined Lindisfarne sire to 
Benedictine monks "'ho sec about 
rebuilding cbe monastery. 

\\·hen in 1536 Heon VIII 
broke "ich Rome and ordered che 
Dissolucion of che �!onasceries. rhe 
priories of Lio di farne aad Durham 
were broken up and the monks were 
dispersed. The Lindisfarne monastery 
was destroyed and it� scones used 
to build Liodisfarne Casde. Bue the 
dramatic ··rainbow arch"' o, er the 
nave still stands. 

The king's commi sioners seized 
the Lindisfarne Gospels book and 
sent it to London where t.he jewelled 
casing was removed. By 1605. il 
belonged to Rob en Bow� er. Clerk 
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of the Parliaments and Keeper of the 
Records, who lived in the Tower of 
London. In 1613 Sir Robert Cotton 
acquired it. 

Cotton had an important 
collection of ancient books and his 
heirs presented the Gospels book to 
the nation. Jn 1753 it was among the 
founding collections of the British 
Museum and in 1973 the Lindisfarne 
Gospels became pan of the British 
Library. 

It can still be seen there in the 
Treasures Callery in the new British 
Library building in Euston Road, 
beside St Pancras Stalion. As the 
Gospels book is becoming more 
fragile with age, it is preserved 
in scrictly controlled condilions 10 

maintain the appropriate relative 
humidity, temperature and lighting 
levels. The delicate pages are curned 
but only rarely and under closely 
monitored conditions. 

The pl'esent cover with a biJ1ding 
of silver and jewels was provided in 
1852 by the Anglican Bishop Maltby 
of Durham. 

The monh who copied the 
manuscripts for the great monastic 
librarie; of early mediaeval Europe 
;ometimes left glimpses of themselves 
in marginal notes on their work. 
Thus, beside a description of the 
death of the legendary Creek hero 
Hecror outsicie the walls of Troy, 
appears the scribble: 'I am greatly 
grieved by the abovemention'ed 
death.' 

They liked cats, coo, as shown by 
the use of stylised cars in Eadfrith's 
work at Lindisfarne and in the great 
Irish treasure, the Book of Kells, 
created on Iona about 800. 

Ao Jrish monk, copying the words 
of Virgil in t.he Trish monastery of St 
Gall in Switzerland, wrote this poem 
comparing his life with that of his 
cat, Pangur Ban: 

1 and Pangur Ban my cat, 
'ti.r different ta.rl.:.r we 're at. 
Hunting mice is his delight. 
Himting words, I sit all night, 

So in peace our ta.rlu· we 

ply, 
Pangur Ban my cat and I. 

Sydaey Jaurnalist KE\IIN fltl.fKflTY became 
iaterested in E11glish Catholic history when 
based in London as correspondent for an 
Australian mec.Jia group. 
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MEDIA MATTERS 

By ]AMES MURRAY 

Clearsighted Abbott 

H
EALTH Minister Ton\ Abboa·s clear view on 
abortion is Burkean: Edmund Burke, that is, 

who in l 774 forever defined what parliillilentarians 
owe to their c6nscieoce and their tohstituency: 
'Your representath e o" es .\ cJ1.1. not hjs industry 
only, but his judgement: and he betrays it, instead 
of serving yoLL if he saoi-
fices it co your opinion: 

Abbott ,·iew was nor 
cefuted b) facile cno:; 
from his srudeot aud1· 
ence: 'Keep your morals 
off our borues: He could 
easily ha\ e a:,J...ed them 
to keep their amoralfr) 
off the bodic� of, iable 
human bemgs. p articu
larly in l:ne-,enn abor
cions. But he persi;red 
with his mam tht::me: the 
problem tor a p1:>l1□cians 
in a plural democrac5 of 
reconciling conscience 
views and pragmatic poli
tics. 

Costello's dictum may not quite ha\le the ring 
of the lale Arthur Calwell's 'Populate or Perish'. 
Nonetheless both are based on the same harsb 
reality: desirable living space has never been made 
sacrosanct by a national label. 

Calwell, however, was in a position to do some
thing practical about the problem. He implemented 

one of the largest, and 
mutual.ly beneficial, immi
gration programmes in 
wodd history. For Costello 
the prnblem is more 
complicated. Eu1·opea11s 
who formed the majority 
of the Calwell immigrants 
no longer see Australia as 
a land of golden oppor
tunity. Europe itself is 
that land - as is demon
st-.rated by the tl1ousands 
of Australians who move 

there - and to the Onjted 
States - in search of a 
better life. 

As reported. he was 
possibly roo !add.en in bi, 
emphasis on the mi5he
haviour of \\Omen. As 
Edmund Burke did not sav 
but J\bboa kno\,�· 'le takes 
two to tango and two to 
make a baby (5cience nuts, 
so to speak apanJ. 

'THE gre.atest triumphs of propa• 
ganda J,ave been accomplished nor 

by doing something but by refraining 
from doing. Great is ttuth but still greater, 
from a practical point of view, is silence 
about truth.' 

Moreover for Costello 
the problem is not simply 
a matter of immigrant 
numbers from Asia or 
Africa, it concerns an 
i)llbaJance between a 
younger generation and 
their pot.entiaJ t0 provide 
future welfare for an 
older and more numerous 
generation. - Aldous flu�ley, Brave New H/orld. 

Magoo Costello 

C
OMPARED to Abbott, his colleague the 
Treasurer Peter Costello came on  as some

thing of an abortion trimmer. Okay, temporary, 
acting l\fr Magoo. This despite his earUer dictum: 
'Demography is destiny'. 

In those terms a natiou like Australia with a 
falling conception race cannm wlerare the destruc· 
tion of potential human resources at the rate of 
75,000 units a year. If foeruses we.re seedlings or 
chicke11s, the ourrage of greenies and animal liber
ationsists at their destruction would be enormous. 

The irony of the 
Costello dictum is that it 

was Liberal Party co-founder and Prime Minister 
Bob Menzies whose government introduced the 
factor even more criucaJ to demographtc imbal
ance than demand-side abortion: the contracep· 
rive pill. 

But abortion reo1ains the blunt instrument of 
imbalance. It began as abortion of necessity and 
inevitably became abortion of choice. Not that the 
problem is Australia's only. In an ironic coincidence, 
it is also China's where selective abortion of females 
has led to an imbalance which could lead to increases 
iu kidnapping and forced sexual enslavement. 

ANNALS AUSTRALASIA 29 MARCH 2004 



It was religious moralists who wal'ned of the 
dangers. Scientisrs, who k.uow the risks of all 
experimentation .. still work of the basis Lhat their 
misrakes are somehow self-correcting. 

tia� noc schools for saints and sinners: school.s for 
yuppies, 

And in moving their children from a specifically 
re]jgious environment to a non-denominational 
one, these parents do not appear co take accounl 
of potenrial disruption, a disruption of which tl1eir 
own parents were aware, as they were aware of 
what the phrase 'keeping the Faith' entails. 

Tell 1ha1 to Lhe vicLims of Chernobyl. Or mad
cow disease. 

Skools In and Out 

E
DUCATED in ScoLland where, despite sectar· 
ianism, governmenr funding for everything 

from slate pencils to textbooks was given equally 
to both Catholic and Protestant schools, your 
correspo11dent has always been nooplussed by 
disagreements over state 

Low Mark for Latham 

fw1ding here. 
He is even more 

nonplussed by tl1e currem 
row over multi-million 
dollar government allo
cations to private and/ 
or ecclesiastical schools 
as distinct from state 
schools, many of the latter 
attended by children 
whose Catholic parents 
cannot afford t0 send 
them to Catholic schools. 

But he n; rotally 
discombobulated by 
aoocher under-reported 
fact. The Governmem 
allocares millions co 
faith-based schools yet 
examination questions 
in the preaiier state, Ne,� 
South Wales, are drafted 
from a post-modernist, 
Marxist perspective, 
scarcely designed co 
enhance anyone's faith in 
any truth. 

Neither nonplussed 
nor discombobuJation can 
describe reactioo to some 
Catholic parents who now 
seud their children t·o the 
kind of Catholic primary 
schools they themselves 
attended. Yet wheo it 
comes lO their children 
moving to secondary 

I
N interviews, most reporters seek headline
inspiring quotes. And under j.ourrutlislic conven

tions. they ask leading quesrions co obtain them. 

'BIRTH conrol more;. creale a 
menraJit) of -un\\ aming" babies. 

Furthermore, n i� not a practice only 
bm a new philo�oph) of man and sex, a 
new ·•way of life~. ll means the abandoo-
ment of �elf-control o, er sexual urges; 
it implicitlr aurhorises sexual promis
cuity. The real problem of our rime is tl1at 
sociecy tolerate:; a continuous and ubiq
uitous dispbJ. b� ewry medium of mass 
communication, nf arrificial libidinous 
solicitation, ,,hicb make, it unnaturally 
difficult for people. panicularly young 
people. co be comem. and tl1e11 offers 
a remedy, comrarepti, e�. which merely 
increases rhe incommence. Promiscuity 
is the logic of binh control: but to have 
promiscuity with impuniry there must also 
be abortion and infanticide, sterilisation 
and euthanasia. The logical coDtracep
tionist must insist that if the e cannot be 
generalised by perrna�ion, they must be 
imposed hy law. It ha� long been recog
nised that there is a connenion between 
eroticism and cotalitarianism: 

- Cnbrtl Daly, Moralt, Lau· and l!fe. 

This is a truth of which 
Opposition leader Mark 
Latham should be aware, 
and one his minders 
ought LO have warned 
him about. 

Latham now carries 
the handicap of 'home 
by Christmas' anent 
Australian forces 
deployed in and around 
Iraq. But he himself did 
not use the tag. As radio 
reporre.r, Mike Carlton 
with admirable direct
uess made clear in his 
newspaper column 
(S/11/H, March 27-28), it 
was l1e who first used 
the tag. He did so aware 
of its hi�toricaJ futility; 
'home by Christmas' 
was used about the Boer 
War, the First World 
War and the Second 
World War. 

Latha10 did not seem 
to have a similar aware
ness. He went along with 
Ca�·lton's leading ques
tion instead of saying: 
'Give me a break, Mike' 
or possibly 'Give me a 
bloody break, you dill.' 
He then compounded his 
Juistake by defe11di11g 
the tag as if it were his 

school, c.he parems opt not for t11e kind of Catholic 
school thllc. enabled them to climb the lacider of 
success hilt for so-called non-denominational 
sd10ols. 

own, thus making policy 
on 1he run ,v;rh hi� colleague, and foreign policy 
expen, Kevin Rudd puffmg, not to say huffing, tO 
keep up. 

There was also a him of megalomania in the 
Latham defence. He compared himself wiili John 
Currin ordering o-oops home from the .Middle East 
for the defence of Australia. Curtin brought back a 
division, say I 0,000 soldiers, during World War II. 

Why? Your correspondent believes such schools 
are high rac.her than non-denominational; that 
is, high-denominational in their fees and as such 
more socially prestigious in networking poten-
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Latham was talking about 600 personnel in a situa
tion not (yet) comparable to that war. 

The Prime Minister John Howard did n_o( make 
a similar mistake when Fred Brenchley tagged h.im 
with the description 'deputy sheriff' and it appeared 
in Tiu• Bulletin. No strutting in a cowboy hat for 
Howard. lle stuck with his suburban grazier, potk
pie nu.mber. 

The uifferen<:e maybe the key to the coming 
rederal election. Does Ausu·alia need the sudden 
excitements of a one-man band? Or the continuity 
represented by Howard and his colleagues who, 
whateve1· their differences on ambition, are at one 
on foreign policy? 

Did Don l3radman comment on the way Riven 
was dismissed wirh the equi.vaJenr of an under-arm 
ball? (To be continued). 

ABC of Omar 

THE ABC's Evan WiJJiams is one of its most 
intrepid Tilporrers witb a dangerous patch to 

cover: the Middle East. So why did he behave as if 

he'd overdozed on Fantales when he interviewed 
Omar Sharif for Foreign. Correspondent about. a new 
movie? (Feb 24, Shrove 'flicsday). 

EvemuaJly, WilJiams did get round to saying to 
Sharif: 'You were bom a Catholic and converted 

,------------------, to Islam .. .' Sharif agreed. 
Wallacing 
Bradders 

THE redoubtable 
Christine WaJJace, 

who fought world-ranking 
feminjst Germaine Greer 
to a draw by writing 
a biography which 
Greer opposed, took 
on a tougher task in 
The Weekend Australian 
Magazine (Feb 28-29). 

WaJJace copy rasted I l5 
letrers written by crickeler 
Don Brad.man to jou_rnaLisc 
Rohan Rivett, �nd held 
in the Natioual Library 
in Canberra. Having 
done so, she said the 
letters revealed the inJJer 
Brn.dman. 'no whiff of the 
anti-Catholicism which has 
been an under-current of 
criticism about him'. 

B
ECAUSE half a dozen grasshoppers 
under a fern make the field ring with 

their importunate chink, whilst thou
sands of great cattle. reposed beneath 
the shadow of the Briti�h oak, chew the 
cud and are silent. pray do not imagine 
that rhose who make che noi,e are only 
inhabitant,; of the field: that of course. 
they are many in number: or that, af1er 
all, they are other lhan the little, shriv
elled, meagre, hopping, though loud and 
rroublesome insects of the hour 

- Edmund Burke. 1729-1797. Rtjl,w;aTJS 0t2 1/,, 
11.ev.ohuion in Prance. 

But neither Sharif nor 
Williams mentioned that 
he was born a Cope (and 
baptised a Carbolic). As a 
Copt, Sharif is descended 
from the brave remnant 
of those who resisred 
fslamisation and with it 
the Arabisation of Egypt 
(Copt being derived from 
gupt, Arabic for Egyptian 
through the Greek gypt -
Aigyptos). 

Without that back
ground, Williams could 
scarcely ask rhe obvious 
and cJ'llcial ques1ion: how 
does someone com·err 10 
a religion tlrn1 continues 
to inspire persecutio11 of 
his family religion. Maybe 
nexr movie ... 

First of the Many 

WalJa('e had one slight 
problem: backgrounding 
Rivett's journalistic career_ She did so by saying 
he came to tbe editorship of Tl1e News, Adelaide 
in 1951 v:ia Wesley College, Melbourne University, 
Oxford and rhe AlF - including three years as a 
POW on the Burma-Thailand railway - and Tlie 
Herald, Melbourne_ 

So far, so good.. except that back then Thailand 
was called Siam. But no mention of Rivett's al>rupt 
depanure from The News in 1960, a depai·tu.re 
ordered in a letter from Sydney by proprietor· 
Rupe1·t Murdoch wbo u1Us made Rol1a.n Rivett the 
first., and still tJ1e greatest, of the long line entitJed 
to wear the Most oble Order of Ex-Editors of the 
Mw·doch Empire. 

HE rated only a nine-
line brief (Reute1·s, 

SMH, Feb 27). But his death reminds us all of 
how mucb the free world owed to the Poles it 
abandoned for so long to Soviet hegemouey until 
they rose in the trade uniou movement Soljdarity 
and with the help of one of thei..r Hative sons, Pope 
John Paul 11, demonstrated that spiritual battal
ions can be more powerful tha.u ai·ruoured battal
ions. 

He was Stanislaw Ryniak, 88, a member of the 
Polish resistance who in 1940 became the first 
1·egistered pl'isoner at the most infamous of World 
War 11 concentration camps, Auschwitz. (RlP). 

(c) Austral-Media Pty Ltd 2004 
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CATHOLIC CULTURE 

THE DAY ST ANTHONY LET ME DOWN 

�""n:-�---,,:::---� HEN l read, 
t h e  o t h e r  
day, that a 

• woman who 
had survived 
two divorces 

--=,_...._ ___ J'U'JWI• a n  d o r b  e r  
cacastrophies had never lost her faith 
in St Anthony of Padua, I decided that 
rd tell of the time when I nearly gave 
him away, of Lhe hous when he let me 
dow11. 

Noe that I did. It was only a tempta
tion, an unwanted pip in crust"s clock, 
a slight hesitation since the yeas when 
Sister Marie (a Josephite posculant) 
cold us St Anthony was piously held to 
be the o□e to trusr to find lose things. 

[ can still see Sister Marie i n  my 
mind's eye: black dress, whire collar. 
old-fashioned lace-trimmed box hat 
ljke che bonnet my grandmother wore. 
when young, in her photograph. 

Sister prepared us for our FirH 
Communion all those 75 years ago ar 
our West Tamworth church-school. We 
had the chen customary breakfast in 
the convent. (Tbe parish church there. 
built by Farber Dave Carroll and later 
blessed by his trncle, Bishop O'Connor 
of A.rmidale, was then under construc
tion and must be now nearing its 
diamond jubilee). 

Sister Marie made her instruc
tions interestillg to seven-year-olds. 
She strayed a bit from strict prep
aration and, among other scraps of 
information that have endured che 
years, hinted that St Anthony was the 
patron and power to turn to when you 
needed to find cbi.ngs. And a hint to a 
cl1ild is taken as face. 

We used to sing hymns in class, 
mostly to Our Lady and l chorused 
' ave us from Herod and from woe'. 
What Herod had to do with us had 
me wonderiug - although 'woe' was 
pretty clear in those tough times -
and years Later I was surprised to find 

(or maybe a fantasy) 

By KEN SCULL y 

that I should have been singing 'save 
us from peril and from woe'. 

The year 1928 was plonk in the era 
of the Great Depres,ion - and food 
in our house, no, to mention pocket 
mtille). was under strict control. Mum 
saw to rbac. 

We lived un Coonoo Coonoo Road, 
right ne..-xr door lO l\1r and Mrs Parsons. 
These ·small ,hop' owners loom large 
in my memory for two reasons. First -
and most imponanc - was that they lee 

C
Al"\ l tru�t mv collsdence? The 
Christian answer is Yes - and 

. o. I must foUow my conscience, 
and if I follow it sincerely - test 
ingly - I can be confident that it 
wilJ lead me to a growing k.uowl
edge of the truth. But the Christian 
concept of conscience is at the 
same time impregnated with the 
idea that conscience is a fallible 

guide. It ma) go wrong . .Lt may 
take cl1e wrong road, and take me 
with it. Therefore 1 need constantly 
to test the principles operating in 
my conscience, lest false principles 
- pride or prejudice, for instance 
- begi11 ro dominate it and co lead 
me astray. 

- Cormac Bu,·ke, Conrcienc, and Fre,dom. 

Sinag-Tofa. Manila. 1992. 
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mum have 'tick' even if .in those hard 
days credit-giving wasn't popular with 
shopkeepel'S. 

Dad was away fencing a seclion of 
Goonoo Goonoo station, on a contract 
that be afterwards said let every
body make a pound or two except 
him. Anyway 1'11e Parsons' shop was 
a godsend to mum and us kids. She 
always held them in hi.gh regard for 
the rest of her short life as 'good and 
kind people'. 

The second reason 1 rernembel' 
particularly Mr Pal'sons was tbat he 
had been a Cobb & Co driver whose 
coach (so he told us) bad been held 
up by Ben Bridges the hushranger -
who was caught but never hanged. 
That coach in all its glory stood in bis 
backyard and he - great privilege - lel 
us sir in it. 

ln  that yard he also grew the most 
sparkling, fresh, pungenr and succu
leat spring onions, which he let us 
pick. Beyond tl1ese we snac:ked on, my 
brother Bill and I used to take some of 
these onions out to Dad and his crew. 

For we left school at 12 noon on 
F'ridays, harnessed the draught horse 
into 1.he tip dray, loaded tl1e flour and 
barbed wire at Tabeau's (I hope that 
is Lhe spelling) and went to Dewhurst 
the butcher for the corn meat. We left 
for Goonoo Coonoo on F'riday, stayed 
overnighr and returned home on 
Satu1:day afternoon, for Sunday Mass 
was not to be missed. 

Mum was very strict 011 that. She 
treasured Mass as her father bad 
never spoken co her since she became 
a Catholic and married on her 21st 
birthday. 

Now Dewhurst (for whom my uncle 
managed his farm where tbe butcher 
farrened his stock before slaughter) is 
ro play a part in t-his story. 

Sister Marie may not have intended 
it but somehow an impression must 
have drummed itself into us pretty 
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well that the story of St Anthony a11d 
his capacity to help you find lost arti
cles muse have stuck. 

Not on this parricular day had I 
really lost anything (I wonJdn't have 
anything to lose anyway). But che sight 
of Mr Dewhurst's saveloys - gleaming 
in the window, glowing with good
ness, fat and long, red with relishing 
appeal, herbed and tasty - was in my 
mind. 

On the way down past the public 
school (where we got literally stoned 
every day rn the chant of ·Catholics. 
Catholics jump like frogs. don·t eat 
meat on Fridays) l longed with almost 
a lusting for one of those 5aveloys. 
What to do? The only problem was 
that I hadn't a penny - what child had 
then? - for the price of such a treat. So 
I prayed hard as we went. I stormed 
St Anthony as we survived the srones. 
(This was something my brother and 
I couldn't understand becau,e. before 
we returned to our birth toKn from 
Chermside in Brisbane, then a village 
with a two-teacher public school. we'd 
never met che Protescam-Cacbolic 
divide; we'd been ac the ;;chool when 
its Catholics \Vere taken bv Catholic 
Mr 'Splinter' Wood;; while the 
Anglican minjster wok the resr of the 
pupils for Scripture. A whole morning 
was taken up walking rn and from 
K.edron for Sunda) .\Ja � ). 

I digress. On rhe wa_r ro Tabeau's, 
pasr the Dewhurst shop. 11 here those 
great saveloys sat in the 1, indow. I was 
still filled with the burning desire for 
the eatiog of one while l ceaselessly 
mouthed a prayer t0 t Anthony. 

The problem of praying co the saint 
co Jet me find a penny 11 as stretching 
bis helpfulness as I had not lost one. 
Still I reckoned it was \,·onh a go to 
see if he could make up chat minor 
deficiency. Sucb was che fairh and 
aspirations of small boys then. with 
trust in what they choughr the nuns 
caught them. 

Wirh my head down looking at 
the footpath and still praying to St 
Anthony as we neared Tabeau's -
the score with its great gla s bowls 
of yellow honey 'yellow as yellow 
wine' w·as on the corner across from 
Kilbride's dairy. Our aum, who 
married our uncle who was a member 
of parliament away in Sydney, was 
a Kilbride daughter and we were 
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allowed to turn the separator to get 
the cream and later churn that cream 
to make the butter. 

Then it happened. My brother, who 
wasn't even lookir1g at the footpath 
shouted, 'There's a penny' - and sure 
enough it was lying, glistening in the 
pebbles on the path. 

'It's mine,' I said. 'I've been praying 
to St Anthony to find one.' Bue Bill 

Wisdom from 

the Past 

I
NTENSIVE education should 
begin at the age of six. 
A primary school teacher 

should not have more than 
twenty-five pupils. 
- Babylonian Talmud, Tracta1c, .Balx, Bathra. 
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was practical; be would have none of 
chat. 'Finders keepers,' be retorted and 
kept the penny. 

He won, of course, for he was older 
and bigger than I. Yet l felt that Sc 
Anthony had done me wrong; he had 
let me down - for I was the one who 
prayed to him. 

Just co prove you don't give up the 
faith (as some do and write abour it 
mainly to convince themselves chat 
rhey have .. , why?) when the going's 
hard, I've kept my u·ust in the Church 
and St Autho"y as so many of my 
generation have. I'm still than.k.ful for 
the lessons Sister Marie gave us in my 
first town where two parks are named 
for relatives. 

And to be rruthful rhere's been 
many a time when St Aochony hasn't 
let me down. 

Indeed he passed bis favour, after 
my prayers, only last Christmas when 
my wife and I went to Mass. Home 
and .relaxing, Norma said she couldn't 
find her glasses. As she had them in 
her pocket at the open-air Mass they 
could have faJien oul, been anywhere 
in the expanse of grass. 

St Anthony was called into action -
and this time there would be no fret· 
ting that he'd helped another. 

Let the scoffers scoff, the doubters 
laugh, call it baloney, a young nun's 
cale, pure superstition - to wind che 
story up, after a long and frantic 
search the spectacles were eventually 
found, under the car seat where, no 
doubt, they had slipped on rhe way 
home. 

Wasn't it logical lo look there, 
to find chem there? Of ye of simple 
faith give thanks to St Antho11y for 
reminding us lo seek. To him the 
praise be given. 

That reward seemed LO make up for 
Lhe day I Lhought St Anthouy let me 
down - and I'm very graLeful to him. 

By the way, my brother Bill bought 
a saveloy from Dewhurst the butcher -
and gave me half. He was a good and 
kind brother who, T hope, has now 
met St Anthony where life is immortal. 

Even if selfish. I didn't
� deserve it, St Anthony looked 

after me after all. . 

KEN vCULLY is a distinguished Catholic journalisi. 
now rc1ired, who contributes regularly to Annals. 
In 1991 the Holy father made him a .Knight of 
St Sylvc�tcr. 
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AUSTRALIAN HISTORY 

The Winchelsea girl who rode a horse into opera history 

MARJORIE LAWRENCE 

ARJORIE 
L a w r e n c e ,  
a dramatic  
soprano of  
world acclaim, 
was born at  
Wiuchelsea, 

Victoria, in l 909. She was the 
fifth child of William and his wife 
Elizabeth, who died when Marjorie 
was two years old. She was educated 
al the local high school, and from 
the age of I O was involved io the 
school's choral activities as a regular 
soloist. Her vocal talents were also 
refined by the local Anglican Vicar 
who, aware of her potential, loaned 
ber gramophone recordfogs of Dame 
Nellie Melba and Dame Clara Butt 
to improve her repertoire. 

When she was 18. local re idents 
provided her with fund� w proceed 
ro Melbourne to receive tuition 
from a noted singing teacher. !I-or 
Boustead, but lack of funds subse
quently forced her t0 rernrn home. 

In 1928 her fortunes changed 
when she won the Sun Aria 
Competition, and she was advised 
by the adjudicator, the celebrated 
baritoDe John Brownlee, to go to 
Paris for tuition under Mme Cecile 
Gilly, a vocal authority of interna
tional standing. With funds now 
available, Lawrence proceeded Lo 
Paris where, for the following three 
years, she studied under Mme Gilly, 
who extended the range of her 
v oice and advanced her vocal tech
nique. Auditioning for the Paris 

Opera, she wisely chose excerpts 
from Waguerian Operas, realising 
that tbere would be few other aspir
ants capable of surmounting rbose 
demanding vocal intervals. 

Readily accepted, she made her 
Paris operatic debut in Wagner's 
Loliengrin, the range of this opera 
presentiDg no difficulties or prob-

By LANCE HOBAN 

Jems for ber dramatic soprano voice. 
Paris audiences took her to the.ir 
hearts, and her performance was 
acdaimed at1d rapturously received. 

for the following four seasons, 
with the leading .French tenor 

Anybody 
interested? 

"JEFFERSON did indeed extend 
J to aU 'theological sects ai1 invi
tation to establish schools near the 
University and to attend its lectures.' 
But what ethical lecture meant. 
one ma, deduce from che course of 
reading which he drew up in 181-+ 
for b1,; grandson. George \\"ythe 
Randolph. ·L nder ethic-:, come 

Locl.e, te\\ar.. Condorce1. Cicero. 
eneca. Hmclie,orL ecc. under reli

gion sectarian. me Bible. Steme·s 
Sermons and Prie&ley· � Corrupti.om 
of Cbrinianicv: under narural law. 
Varrel: Ta fact, people holding reli
gions opinions were invited tO 
come and be told \,by they were 
not trne - and J ef:ferson \\ 3'; pained 
that the invitation wa,;, not accepted. 
All the Professors but one, he 
pleaded, were Episcopalians. But 
Episcopalian covers a multitude of 
opinions and one of them admitted 
that 'there was no one, e..'i.cept ]\fr. 
Lomax. the Professor of Law, who 
was a communicant.' Poor Mr. 
Lomax! The theological sects were, 
1 fancy, wiser tbaJ1 he. 
- Christ0pher Hollis.. 771, American Here"JI, 
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Georges Thill as her co-star. 
Lawrence became the toast of the 
Pa1·is Opera. Her vers atilir y was 
quite remarkable. She appeared in 
Tosca, Carmen at1d Rachael, in addi
lion to the French operas La Jeune 

and Thais all sung in French. ln 
the role of Salome, Miss Lawrence 
performed wirh all seven veiL 
discarded, subsequently relearning 
the role in German for her perform
ance with the Berlin Siate Opera. 
having previously performed the 
opera in French, the language in 
whjch Osca1· Wilde wrote the play. 

.From the time of her initial 
debut as Elisabeth in Tamzlzauser at 
Monte Carlo in January 1932, Mis 
Lawret1ce was recognised as one of 
the fiuest Wagnerian interprer:ers of 
the times, 

.Marjorie Lawrence made 
her ininal appearance at the 
Metropolitan Opera House in 
December 1935 as Brunnhilde in 
Wagner·s Die Wa!kure, where her 
performance was received with wild 
enthusiasm and acclaim. 

Her triumph in New York was cbe 
beginning of six seasons with this 
celebrated bome of fine opera. There 
was also little doubt that the most 
carding event of that season was 

her dashing exit on horseback in 
the final scene of Gotterdammerung. 

For many pasr seasons, prima
dot1t1as had led docile horses across 
the stage by bridle or in charge 
of n stable groom; but on the 
evening ol' January 12, 1936, Miss 
Lawrence mounted her horse and 
rode boldly in the direction of tbe 
funeral pyre. becoming the ot1ly 
diva in history to carry out Wagner's 
specific stage direction to actually 
mount a charger and ride into the 
lrnrnolacion scene. 

At the time, LawTence was pain
fu I ly aware that if the audacious 
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i1111ovatio11 had concluded sadly, it 
would no doubt have spelt the c11d 
of her Metropolitan c.ireer. Earlier 
soprano stars of that period had all 
promptly declined Ll1is manoeuvre 
- Kirsten Flagstad, Lo1te Lehmann 
and Elizabeth Reth berg all reacting 
in horror at any such proposal with 
rheir involvement. 

Australia Revisited 

In I 93 9. M al'j orie Law re nee 
returned ro Australia, keeping a11 
earlier promise to perform initially 
at Winchelsea. uer birthplace. and 
where, upon arrival. she wa, greeted 
aod honoured by a cavalcade of lOl 
horsemen. Despite her fame acs a 
singer of renown, Mal'jorie Lawrence 
a l ways �spoused the common t0uch. 
di8daining che leuipesruous hauttJ!l.1' 
of other celebrarnd prim.a-donnas 
and meeting admirers and old asso
ciates alik.e wi1h charm and unaf
fected warmth. 

A 5Udden attack of poliomyelitis 
in 1941 left her almost completely 
paralysed in liotli legs. Despite this 
tlebiliruting iltne s site eominued 
stage appc,,arances, performing from 
a chair. Slie also entertained rroops 
during world War 11, both in Eurupe 
and Ausrralin. 

Upon her retirement in 1952. 
Miss Lawrence rurned 10 the promo
tion of master clas:;.e,, for aspiring 
yo11ng singers a.c Tulane. South 
Tllinois and Arkansas Cniver5ities. 
and the es1a blishmen1 of opera 
workshops in other cultural centres. 

Marjorie Lawrence died of heart 
failure in 1979. In reMgnirion of 
her contribution co Opera in Paris 
in 194:6 she received the Legion 
CroLx de Honneur. In 1976 she 
was honoured with a C.B.E. by Her 
Majesty the Queen. 

At the time of her dearh. rbe 
noted commentator, Neville Ca1·dus, 
wrote of the 'unselfish poetr} of her 
memorable perforD.lance� and the 
superb range of her powerful voice, 
rich in artistry and vocal splendour.' 
She was 70. 

Marjorie Lawrence - a vocal gift 
from Jieaven, 

designed Lo caress, refine and capti-
uate 

�t' 
-

the siluer chords of melody. � 
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Mega-Mission, Easter 2004 
D

URING Holy Week teos of thousands of 
volunteer s  ,rnd priests will descend on 

comniunicies in the Americas and Europe as 

pan of a 'mega-mission' that is marking its I 0th 
anniversary. 

Some 65,000 members ofM.issionary Youth 
and lvlissionary Family will take the Gospel 
message to 10,000 communities in Mexico, the 
Uoited States, El Salvador, Cuba, Brazil, Ireland 
and Italy, among orh.er countries. 

Both institutions arose within the Regnum 
Christi movement, founded by Father Marcial 
Maciel. Over Lhe years, the mega-missions have 
involved some 200.000 young people and 
20,000 fami�es from more than 30 counnies. 

These missions bring together teams of 
young people, families and priests for an imen
sive, cross-disciplinary and organizational effo" 
in re-c,0,mgelizatiou. 

TI1e missionaries make house-ro-housc calls 
in remote locations, catechizing children, visiting 

the sick and elderly, and encouraging people 
lO receive tbe sacraments. Their .:ndea,-ors are 
under the d.irection of local pari.sb p� 

111e missionaries also im;te �le m :mend 
auivities of Catholic fonnation. organized in 
the aftemoons by the m issionaries lhemselve,. 
and Holy Week service, .  The Legionaries of 
Christ, the priescs who accompany the mission• 
aries, work througbour the da, administering 
baptisms, regularizing marriage . hearing 
confessions and celebrating Masse� 

At the end of the ,veek. the missionaries 
retum 10 their base-ciry to anc.nd Easter Sunday 
Mass. 

Med.ical missions have emerged along ,,�th 
d1e evangelizing missions. Doeto1-s from various 
countries offer free medical care ro people.. 
many of whom have never seen a physician . T.n 
Mexico alone, d1rec mobile hospitals, telemed
icine units and outpatient surgeries are being 
installed . [Source: ZENlT) 
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Plight of 
Catholics 

under James I 
A N old Catholic barrister named 

.t\:Floyd was imprisoned in the Fleet 
because he had been so foolish as to 
rejoice at the news of the Bat.de of 
Prague. Floyd denied the charge, but 
the House of Commons, anxious to 
make an example of this man. se,iously 
debated in the Honse what his ponish
mem should b e .  

Phelips proposed that h e  should 
ride with his face m a horse's rnil, from 
Wesrminster to the Tower, with a paper 
inscription on his hat, 'A popish wretch 
lhat halh maliciously scandalised his 
Majesty's children', and that he should 
be imprisoned iJJ the dungeon known 
as Little 8ase, 'with as much pain as he 
shal.l be able to endure without loss of 
his life'. 

Sir George )lore suggested that he 
should be whipped and then left for 
the Lords to deal \\ith. 

Se_nnoor mo,·ed that he should 
have a lash for every bead. Darcy went 
funher. h e  wanted hirn twice pillo
ried and twice whipped. Each member 
.eemed more savage than the last. 

One wanted his congue cut out, 
another wished him to be branded, a 
third suggesred that bis ears and nose 
,hould be cut off, and yet another that 
he should be made to swallow his 
beads. Walter would have all his lands 
and goods confiscated and then have 
him whipped tiJJ he shed tears. 

The final sentence after a long 
discussion by the members of one of 
the most important Parliaments in the 
world, was that this poor old man who, 
even if he had committed any offence, 
had cenainly not been guil.ty of any 
particular-ly heinous crime, was co be 
pillorie.d three times, to ride on a bare
backed borse, facing the tail, with a 
paper on his hat explaining his crime, 
and to pay a fine of l,000 pounds. 

This deplorable exhibition shows 
the state of feeling as regards punish
ments held, 1101 by a mob of umhinking 
men, bm by a grave deliberative 
assembly in the reign of Jan1es l. 

- L.A. Parry, The Histo,y ofT(Jrtur,· in 
England 
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Good Catholi½ Lawyer and Social Reformer 

THE GOOD SERVANT PLUNKETT 

.----:: .. F John Hubert Plunkett had 
lived as an En!!lishman in 
Tudor times and there devoted 
his professional legal skills to 
the service of his Sovereign, 
rhen too it might have been 

-._.-· said of him. as it was of St. 
Thomas More, Lord Chancellor of 
England, tha1 he was 'the King·s good 
servant - bur God·s frrst'. But he was 
not an Englishman; he was uot in Tudor 
times; and he was not in England. He 
was to render service LO his Sovereign 
during the nineteenth cemury in a 
remote and fledgling senlemem: New 
South Wales. It wa.s a colony he was to 
serve with clistiuction for thirty-se, en 
yeru·s, ending onlJ with his death in 
1869 at the age of 67 years. 

As a young lrish lawyer Plunkett 
came to New Sooth Wales in 1832 lO 
take office as Solicitor-General in the 
service of Governor Richard Bourke. 
He proved to be a trusted and effec
tive adviser co the Governor and in 
1837 was called on to assume the addi
tional responsibilities of being Attorney
General without being relieved of his 
other respousibilities or rewarded for 
the demands of his extra duties. He 
proved lo be a much appreciated friend 
and companion of rhe Governor. 

The colony which was to be his 
borne for life was sti I l l'ery Ill ucb a 
convict establishment when he ru-rived 
and it wa, controlled by the Executive 
Government headed by the Governor 
and appoirned officials. It was also very 
much an English, Protestant establish
ment. Although lrish convicts, for che 
most part Catholic, bad been a signif
icant minority group in Lhe colony 
from its early days, the first officially 
approved prieSts had only entered the 
colony in 1820. When Plunkett arrived 
the Catholic community. alo11g with 
their fellows, was still wOJ·k.iog to throw 
off itS convict shackles. 

lo this soc;iery Plunkett was some-

By PETER M. ROACH 

thing of an enigma. Although Crisb 
a11d Catholic, he had been educated in 
Trinity College Dublin and he admired 
the ·rule of law' as provided for by the 
English legal system - which marked 
him apart from most of the Irish 
community. At the same time being 
Irish and Catholic he stood apart from 
the English and Protestant commu
nity which dominated the government 
in which he erved. It was a mark of 

Intellectual 

I
tliink it is correct to say that 
the term 'intellectual' became 

part of a vernacular conversation 
only during the Dreyfus Affair. 
Characteristic of the modernises 
at the beginning of the rwentielh 
ce11tury was a ready assump
tion tJ1at lbei.r ecdesiascical supe
riors could .aoL be intelligent. Raw 
material in support of this theory 
gave them excuse for generalizing. 
1.n recent times, their frustratiou 
has sought release iu a uotion of 
a 'second magisterium' paralleling 
tbe teaching office of the bishops. 
It is no more legitimate than 
the heretical notion of a second 
persoua.lity for CbJist. 

- George William Rutlcr, Imroduciion. 
£.reap, _fi-0111 ScepticiS"114 by Christopher 

Derrick. Jgnatius Prnss, Sru, Fn11cisco. 1977. 
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his integrity and personal qualities that 
he came 10 enjoy the respect of nearly 
all. Although Trinity College has been 
described as ·a hotbed of bigored 
hate' towards Catholics, Plunkett was 
grateful to his alrna mater. His educa
tion in a mixed-denominational insti• 
rntion brought him a breadth of 
understanding of his fellows lacking in 
many persons of narrower background. 
I suspect that if anything the testing of 
his beliefs in a non-Catholic and even 
anu-Catholic atmosphere strengthened 
his commirmem to his Faith. 

Duri11g his yean of service to the 
community he influenced tJ1e future of 
Australia in many aspects, paiiicularly 
through his efforts in promoting reli
gious freedom; educarion: progression 
towards democratic institutions and 
elected government; and in the admin
istration of justice. 

What Plunkett claimed to be his 
greare$t achievement was the laying 
of a foundation for religious liberty 
throughout Australia. From the time 
Governor Arthur Phillip read his 
commissions in Pon .Jackson in 1788. 
Australia was marked out as a protes
tant Anglican community. By one of the 
prodamarions he made, Phillip declared 
'That there is oot any Tmusubsta.ntiatioo 
of the Lord's Supper, or in the elements 
of bread and wine, al or after the conse
cration thereof by any Person what
soever'. Given that start it is hardly 
surprising that the arrival of Frs. Conolly 
and Therry did not take place for over 
thirty years. Yet by 1836 Plunkett. in 
full collaboration witl'i the Governor, 
had brought into law the Church Acr 
of 1836: legislation which provided 
financial suppon for all churches and 
thereby thwarted any proposals for an 
Established Church: a privilege which 
the Church of England had known in 
England. financial support for religion 
provided for by the Church Act would 
disappear i.n time - but Lhe principles of 
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freedom of worship which it established 
would not. 

Education was another cause of 
intense interest to Plunkett, H;i.ving 
been educated in a Protestant iDstitu
tion, Ttinity College Dublin. he lacked 
the ghetto mentality which led many 
Catholics to believe rhat Catholic chil
dren could only come to CaL110.lic matu
rity if they were edrrcated in Catholic 
schools. So ic was rhal he was a keen 
advocate for ·the adoption in New 
South \Vales of a single educational 
system for all. children. But in that he 
had to comprnrnise will, d1e result rhat 
bis recommendation for the adoption 
of two school boards was adopted of  
wbich one would be denominational. 
ln 1848 he became first Chairman 
of the other, the National Education 
Board. Nor was his i.nterest in education 
limited. to the education of children. He 
was instrumental in bringing about the 
foundation of the University of SydDey 
and was a fellow of St. John's College. 
f n later years he was honoured by the 
University of Melbourne. 

Another field of endeavour was in 
the life of the Church; but i t  was not 
always an easy relationship with some 
clergy. That he was a friend to clergy 
and religious wao well a nested by the 
experience of Archdeacon McEnroe. 
When in his earlier days :YlcEnroe was 
suffering from alcoholism. it was his 
friend Pluu.ken t0 whom be tumed for 
support. ;VlcEnroc went on to become 
one of the oucsranding early priests of 
Au,u·alia. 

from his early days in Sydney he 
was one of  those planning for the ercc, 
tion of a church on the $ire of St. Mary's 
Cathedral. In 1838 he had been one of 
the benefactors whose effons led, somc
w hat againsl the wishes of Arc.bbis.bop 
Polding, to tbe establisbme.nt of St. 
Vincent"s Hospital in Sydney. H.e and 
his wife befriended Sr. de Lacy and 
when controversy came they found 
themselves supportive of her aod of 
the decision of the hospital w appoim 
a non-Catholic as principal surgeon, 
notwithstanding to criticisms from the 
Archbishop. To make matter, worse a 
Catholic chaplain visiting the hospital 
insisted on the removal of non-Cad10lic 
translations of the Sc-riptures provided 
foT the use of non-Catholic patients. 
Tme to bis principles of religious liberty 
fo.r all Plunkett stood to hi.s ground. 
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Philippines. Father Fil's email is: pelingon@mozcom.com 

Non-Catholics as welJ as Catholics 
had funded the hospital as a Catholic 
hospital open to all and non-Catholics 
shou.ld not be denied the freedom 
available co Catholics. Polding resented 
Plunkett's stance and complained 
that his conduct was ·one of the most 
convincing instances of the folly of 
lay persons, however good, mixing w 
Church mallers'. Such was the status of 
Plunkett in the community that Polding 
even appealed to another bishop for 
help in <making things right between 
Plunkett and tbe Church'. But Pluukett's 
loyalty to the Church should never have 
been questioned. What Polding sought 
was that Plunkett should unquestion
ingly agree with Polding. In later years 
those concerns passed and in 1869 
Plunkett served as lay secretary to the 
First Provincial Council of the Church. 

Bot Plunkett was not only a loyal 

and faith-filled churchman. he was also 
a good servant to his Sovereign. As a 
counsellor he served successive gover
nors so well that I suspect that the 
reason he was not appointed to the 
Supreme Court was that he was too 
much needed in that advisory role. He 
was responsible for developing many 
of the proposals which advanced the 
colony towards democratic self-govern
ment. For many years he served as 
President of the Legislative Council, 
both as an appointed and an elected 
Chamber. He fought for religious 
freedom for Jews as well as Christians. 
Alone iJJ the Legislative Council he 
supported the reformer Maconocbie in 
his endeavours to improve the condi
tions for convicts on Norfolk Island. 
He sb·uggled successfully to overcome 
the worst features of the assignment 
system which led ro the unjust exploi-
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Pope leaves 

instructions 
before 

travelling 
A CGORDING to an Italian 

.finewspaper report, when 
Pope John PauJ II left Rome on 
February 24 for bis trip to Egypt, 
he left behind instructions t0 be 
followed in case he is involved in 
an accident. 

The daily Il Coniere de/la Sera 

reports that the Pontiff left his 
instructions with the dean of 
the College of Cardinals. The 
instructions involved Episcopal 
nomii1ations and other unresolved 
business, the paper claims. 

The short report in R Coniere de/la 

Sera is unsigned and unconfirmed. 
However, the paper repons d1at it is 
'habitual' for the Pope to leave such 
instructions before embarking on 
any foreign travel. 

tation of convicts. Yet pel'haps his most 
striking achievement in the law was 
his success in being the first person to 
prosecute white men to conviction for 
the massacre of aborigines: a pl'Osecu
tion whicb according to the standards 
of the day led to the execution of those 
convicted. 

Truly John Hubert Plunkett was a 
good a11d fajtbful servant: to

� his God, his Church ai1d his 
Sovereign. 

PETER ROACH is a Barrister, with special interest 
irr justice issues. He has a spedal rapport with 
the MSC priests and brothers because be was 
a member of the first class to matricolatc from 
Chevalier College J3owraJ iJi 1950. He resides in 
Hobart. 
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Elephant 
Writer/director Gus Van Sant's Jong 

takes conjure an atmosphere of mean
dering peace. They put us in one of 
those American high schools. loca
tion for so many high-spirited or goofy 
movies. But the ta.kes also conjure the 
inevitability of a disaster wailing lo 
happen, the American dream turning 
to sJow nightmare as two friends AJex 
(AJex frost) and Eric (Eric Deulen) plan 
and execute a massacre of their school
mates with mail-order ordnance. 

Van Saot lays no dfrect blame. He 
does imply a lack of parental respon
sibility in the rPlationship of John 
McFarland (John Robinson) and l1is 
father (Timothy Bottoms); the son bas 
to take care of the father. not vice versa. 

And Van Sant, with rare judge
ment and equivalenc restraint, avoids 
the obvious temptation to make his 
fictionalised account more bloody 
and prolonged than the reaJjcy of tbe 
shooting at Columbine High School and 
simjJru· rmdom atrocities. 

MA 15+ NFFV ***** 

Facing Window 
(La Finestra Di Fronte) 

Writer/director Ferzan Ozpetek was 
born in Istanbul. Clearly bis studies 
at Rome's La Sapienza University 
and work in the local film industry 
have inspired a love of tbi□gs Italian, 
including the poetic reaJisro of post
World War II Italian cinema. 

His movie is a time-shifting medi
tation on lo<i:e,, marital and non
marital, in which Giovanna (Giovanna 
Mezzogiorno) and her husband Filippo 
(Filippo Nigro) encounter an a1ru1e
siac old mau Simone (Massimo Girotti) 
whose broken .memories change tJ1e 
present difficulties of their lives, and aid 
them to a more positive future. 

Mezzogiorno and Nigro shine in 
tbe.ir roles. But their light is a reflec
tion of Massimo Giroui's magisterial 
performance, Jegacy and memorial of a 
mighty acror. 

M 15+ NFFV ***** 

The Barbarian Invasions 
Wricer/direct0r Denys Arcand 

develops the theme announced in his 
roovie The Dedine o

f 

the American Empire 
(J 987). He does so from the exu·aor il i 
nary perspective o f  a French Canadian, 

ANNALS MOVIES 

By JAMES MURRAY 

someo.ne living in the remnant of a 

French Empire, set in the remnant of 
a British Empire, as the neighbouring 
American empire is hit by rhe hijacked 
Boe.ings of 9/1 l. 

This is a big, uuly adu.lt film with a 
splendid ensemble cast led by Remy 
Girard as a Falstaffian socialist (also 
called Remy) whose wife and son. 
friends and miscresses garher co his 
caocer deathbed in Monrreal. 

In the end, however. Arcand betrays 
the scope of his imaginntiou by substi
tuting a bitter, albeit winy, sentiruen
tali1y for history. True he recalls the 
monks who preserved manuscripts 
during earlier barbarian age.!'. But be 
leaves the currenl rask of preserving 
learning, symbolised by Remy's 
books, to a recovering drug addic1 
Nalhalie (l\liarie-Josee Croze, brilliantly 
convincing bur nor that convincing). 

The Church? There's a stalwart 
nun Sister Constance (Johanne Marie 
Tremblay). But Remy is ambiguous 
whel) she urges him to embrace �he 
mystery of divine forgiveness. Arcand 
himself appears ro di mis rhe Church's 
enduring power to inspire with a silly 
scene involving an elega□tl) forlorn 
cleric: trying to flog off unused chalices 
and ciboria as well as old staruary. And 
Remy's viaticum is nor rhe Eucharist of 
his d1ildhood but a deliberately admin
istered heroin overdose. 

It may be tbar Denys Arcand has 
missed a crucial poim: che early barbar 
ians were drawn to Rome not only by 
the prospect of plunder but because. 
they reverenced jtS rule of l.aw. The 9/ 11 
barbarians be.lieve they have a more 
enlightened law; they aim to impose it 
on a society they perceive as decadent, 
one symptom of char decadence be.ing 
the sweet cynicism by which the lapsed 
seek self-exculpation like the characiers 
so ably played by Arcand's cast. 

MA 15+ NFFV ***** 

Eternal Sunshine of the 
Spotless Mind 

Charlie Kaufman scripted movie with 
quirks on its convolulions as direc1ed 
by Michel Gondi-y (also director of 
Kaufman's Adaptalitm). Joel (Jiru 
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Carrey) and Clementine (Kate Winslet) 
fall in love. But when and where? For 
we are in Kaufman country where a 
loony quack Dr Howard Mierzwiak 
(Tom Wilkinson) has perfected a tech
nology for erasing memory and Joel 
and Clementine are among rus not quite 
serene Cllres. 

Carrey is a comedian who has difli
cnlty bi-inging off his ambition t0 play 
Hamlet. Winslett is too classical a beauty 
co play a kook in ugg boots. Kirsten 
Du11st and Mark Ruffalo are funnier as 
cl1e doctor's assistants. 

The title is taken from the work 
of Alexander Pope. Perhaps Kaufman 
should remember Pope's Line from The 

Dunciad:. 'Gentle Dullness ever loves a 
joke.' 

:tv.r I 5+ NFFV ***** 

Girl with a Pearl Earring 
Director Peter Webber·s debut 

feature, based on Tracy Chevalier's 
novel, is a beantifully framed window 
on t.he past, specifically 1he Delft (and 
Catholic) household of paiuter Johaones 
Vermeer (Colin Firth) in 1665. 

As the servant girl Grier, supposed 
subject of a Vermeer portrait, Scarlett 
Joha.□ssoo gives a performance that is 
bath amazing and amazed, as if star
tled to find herseJf on the wider, more 
crowded canvas of the household with 
the monosyllabic Vermeer, his jealous 
wife Catbarina (Essie Davis), their 
mischievous daughter Cornelia (Joanna 
Scanlan) and lusty patron Van Ruijven 
(Tom Wilkinson). 

Frith smoulders. Davis grieves. 
Johannson glows. But the presence 
that lingers is that of Vermeer's mother 
(Judy Parfitt) who epitomises endming 
mao-iarchy. 

PG SFFV ***** 

Agent Cody Banks 2: 
Destination London 

'Teenage CJ Agent Cody (Frankie 
Muruz) seeks a mind-control device 
stolen from rhe United States 
Government. No, it's not codenamed 
Spinrneister. Bur Cody, with a little 
help from British agent Emily (Hannah 
Spearict) and CIA bumbler Derek 
(Anthony Anderson) does retrieve it 
while on a tTavelogue through London. 

Writer Don Rhymer and director 
Kevin AJJen give Anderson a Funny 
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prop: he cotes a comfort bJa.1tket rather 
than a gun. The pursuit taxicab used 
by Cody is so well equipped that James 
Bond would swap his Aston Martin for 
it. Wllich raises Lhe trivial question: 
are rhe plors of James Bond movies 
becoming sillier or those of Cody Banks 
more adult? 

PG S FTV * * "1rti* 

Scooby Doo 2 

Beyond criticism. Or at least beyond 
adult criticism in view of the enthusi• 
astic verdict of the jury of child critics 
who saw it with this reviewer. Scooby, 
the special effects pooch, out-acts the 
human cast, Jed by Freddy Prinz Junior, 
but not the hilarious monsters who 
include one made of candy floss. Next 
up: the Popcom Pterodactyl? 

PG SFFV ***** 

Hidalgo 

Rip-snorter. And that's only the 
mustang of the title who joins rhe line 
of great equine stars, including Lbe 
Lone Ranger's Silver, Roy Rogers's 
Trigger and Smoky Dawson's Flash. 
Appropriately the movie's star Viggo 
Mortensen also has a horsey look. Re 
plays Frank Hopkins, a renowned 
cowboy, competing in a race across the 
Arabian desert at the invitation of a 
noble sheik (Omar Sharif) whose wealth 
is measUJ"ed in thoroughbred horses. 

Direcror Joe Johnston gives Hopkins 
a notable background. It includes the 
massacre of Indians at Wounded Knee 
and d1e B□ffalo Bil.l Cody Show that 
did so much to establish the myth of 
the Wild (yet Noble) West, noL least by 
featuring Jndian survivors. 

Beneath the ripping yarn, Lhere's a 
sub"text of currenL relevance. H.opkins 
represents the generous courage of 
rhe United States. Thls the noble sheik 
comes tO recognise despite the ploi-
ting of more fiendish Arabs, aided by an 
aristocratic Englishwoman and a squad 
of corrupt British soldiers. 

Okay. The sub-text ain't fair. But 
political correctness demanded that the 
Arab baddies must be balanced by non• 
Arab baddies. And everyone knows the 
British are sophisticated enough to he 
cast as baddies without complaint. 

The race finishes with Hopkins 
riding Hidalgo along a shore line. He 
carries an improvised banner. On it is 

Official 
Classifications key 
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parental guidance recommended 
for persons under IS years; 
M 15+: recommended for mature 
audiences IS years and over; MA IS+: 
r-estrictions apply to persons under 
the age of IS; R 18+: Restricted to 
adults, 18 years and over. 

Annals supplementary 
advice 

SFFV: Suitable For Family Viewing; 
NFFY: Noe For FamilyV(ewing. 

painted an Tndian device: a cross within 
a circle, surely a tribute to the ending 
of El Cid in which Charlton Heston as 
the great Spanish paladin rode in death 
to encoLu·age bis fol.lowers in the 11 th 
century campaign against the invading 
Moors, a campaign against which Osama 
bin Laden still has a fundamentalisl 
response. 

M 15+ SFFV ***** 

The Big Bounce 

Since it is based on a novel by 
!'.,[more Leonard, this thriller set in 
Hawaii does not totally lack edge or 
wit. But with Owen Wilson as its anti
hero it does lack weight. Enough of the 
original remains, however, to keep the 
rnovie rollicking along and gives it a 
finai Leonardian twist. 

M 15+ NFFV ***** 

The Hebrew Hammer 

Oddball, or perhaps matso ball, 
comedy with Adam Goldberg in the 
title role as a yiddish variant on the 
Gentile, but not genteel, detective Mike 
Hammer. Goldberg and Judy Greer as 
his sidekick make an amiable pair. But 
writer/ director Jonathan Kesselman 
crams in so much Santa Claus folklore 
plus anLique jokes and sight gags thal 
you'd swear he got them wholesale from 
some vaudeville bargain basement. 

M 15+ NFFV ***** 

Shattered Glass 

Is Stephen Glass (Hayden 
Christensen) a writer on Washington's 
New Republic which in the late 1990s 
could boast it was the in-house maga-
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zine of Air Force One, that is read by 
the US president and his entourage. 

Unfortunately, Glass was not quite 
as transparent as his bi-focals. He 
concocted stories so skilfully that be 
circumvented the magazine's fact
checking process, run on a mutual-trusr 
basis. 

Director Billy Ray draws from 
Christensen a fine performance as a 
nerd with charm. Opposite him is bis 
belated JJemesis and ediror Chuck 
(Peter Sarsgaard) who has to deal witb 
the fall-out. Australian cinematographer 
Mandy Walker adds an apt quasi-docu
menl.ary cold-eyed look to the movie. 

Not that Glass's actious were unique. 
Even the most rigorous of systems 
can be deceived. Both those pillars of 
secular rectitude, The Wasllington Post 
and Tlte New York Times, have endUJ"ed 
concoction episodes. Modern journal 
istic pl'actices, such as pseudonyms or 
nicknames ro protect sources or spare 
blushes, are aids to such deceivers. 

But Glass was not really shattered. 
Fired, he went on to publish a novel 
called The Fabulist, about an ambi
tious journalist who made up stories to 
funher his career. 

M I 5+ SFFV ***** 

The Dreamers 

Impudent. That is, both shame
Jess and cheeky. Di.recto1· Bernardo 
Bertolucci brings rogether in Paris Lhree 
students: Matthew (Michael Pitt), an 
American, and t.he french sister and 
brotJ1er Isabelle (Eva Green) and Theo 
(Louis Gaffell). 

The trio are film buffs. 'They 
meet through attendance al tbe 
Cinematheque Nationale before begin
ning ro play more risky sex games. As 
they do, the city heats up to the spoilt• 
brat events of 1968, somelimes referred 
to as the student revolution, but more 
a groupie demo for Mao Tse Tung, 
Communist emperor, sexual predator 
and one of history's most ruthless mass
murderers. 

Here Bercolucci is closer co his nOtO· 
1·ious Last Tango in Paris (1972) than 
to Tlze last Emperor (1987) which 
won nine Oscars. J\lfore than 30 years 
bave passed since t.he events. Now aJJ 
Be.nolucc.i_. born 1940, can manage by 
way of perspective is co end hJs movie, 
nor with the fntemationafe (which GB 
Shaw likened to 'the funeral march of 
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a fried eel"), but by appropriating Eclith 
Pia.I's, le ne regrette rien Enough said. 

MA 15+ NrFV ***** 

The Mona Lisa Smile 

A feminist version of Dead Poets 
Society (1989)? This is tO forget the 
latter was a maJe version of Tile Prime 
of MiJ·s Jean Brodie (1969), based on 
Muriel Spark's novel in which the 
iucornparable Maggie (Smith, not 
Thatcher) won an Oscar. 

Julia Roberts plays a kind of Yankee 
Brodie, an art teacher at a posh college 
who inspires a bevy of rich young things 
played by a talented cast led by Julia 
Stiles. Roberts as always is beguiling. If 
only she hadn't i_ntroduced a painting 
which looks like a sawn-off version of 
Jackson Pollack's Blue Poles to demon
su·ate the boldness of art racher than the 
ascendancy of the modem art racket. 

M 15+NFFV ***** 

Etre Et Avoir 
(To Be & To Have) 

Tbere are still, according co film 
maker Nicholas Philibert. thousands of 
single-leacher schools in France. This 
is the story of one of them, Georges 
Lopez, and his pupils. It is a classic 
of the day-to-day and the wonder of 
primary education. 

Indeed if education ministers here, 
there and everywhere, wam co enhance 
their credentials and rheir systems. 
t:hey will ensure that it is seen by every 
teacher. Parents should take their chil
dren. 

C SFFV ***** 

The Missing 

Director Ron Howard's tribute to 
John Ford's classic, The Searchers, scores 
nine out of ten on the master's scale. 
Howard's theme is also about the search 
fo1· a girl. .But this one is being trafficked 
across the Mexican border by a band of 
whites and Indians. 

Tommy Lee Jones does a nice, griz
zled turn as the girl's grandfather, 
returned from living and learning with 
Indians, but without 1osing his old 
Harvard accenL 

He joins his daughter, played by 
Kate Blanchett., in the searcl1. Blanchett 
extends her talent to play a froo
tierswomao. From time to time, her face 
does blur when she is riding. Blanchett 

A precious gift for Easter 
N0WAVAJLABLEFR0MCHEVALIERPRESS 

STATUETTES 
of Our Lady of the 

Sacred Heart of Jesus 

l\ lfOL"I.DED from \Olcanic 
lV Lsh from )It Pinatubo in 
the Philippines by the '{ictims of 
the devasratiog emption in 1991, 
these beautiful statnes cost only 
10 (include� poscage anywhere in 

Ausrralia ). All profit from the sale 
of these statues goes to the -victims 
and their families. 

Send ,·our orderE co: Chevalier Press, 
PO .Sm:: 13, KensinF,'tOn �w 2033. 
Phone:(C2) 9662 i894 9662 7188. 

Fa.,; (02) 9662 1910 

is coo beautiful to need lens vaseline. 
Must be her double in the saddle. 

M. 15 - :\TfFV ***"** 

The Perfect Score 

Has the me,it of being a new variam 
of the beist genre. the object of Lhe 
heist being neither gold nor diamonds 
but the priceless answers to America's 
SAT (Scholastic Aptitude Test). crucial 
in determining university scholarships. 

Built into the heist is a satire on 
the SAT which has engendered a $250 
million busLness in preparatory aids. Six 
students of varying talent, played by 
Erika Christensen, Chris Evans, Bryan 
Greenberg, Scarlett Johansson, Darius 
Miles and Leonardo Nam, set out to 
beat the system. 

Nam, as a computer idiot savant, is 
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outrageously fo□ny. And directer Brian 
Robbins ensures the plot twists even
tually bring about the right result. 
Progress, it should be added, has 
already overtaken the quick satire. A 
revised SAT version is to be intro
duced in March 2005 and will include 
grammar questions as well as a written 
essay. 

M 15+ SFF'V ***** 

Thirteen 

Said co be based on reality, scars 
Rachel Wood aud Nikki Reed as the 
kind of teenagers who inspire parental 
nigbtma.res. Holly Hunter is the 
divorced mother trying to cope. As 
directed by Catherine Hardwick, and 
co-written by Nikki Wood, the movie is 
unsparing. Tr does not, however, quite 
soh e the problem of focusing on a 
problem without being voyeuristic. 

Hunter gives the role her a.II. But 
did she have a hand double? Her 
oily broken fingernails in close-up tO 

symbolise her hard-scrabble life seem 
odd for a hairdresser. 

MA 15 + NFFV ***** 

Monster 

Aileen Wuornos had two docu
mentaries made about her dismal life 
and killing times while she waited 12 
years on Florida's death row before her 
execution in 2002. Writer-clirector Patty 
Jenkins claims she was initially reluc
tant to make a feature film about her. 
Not only did she go ahead, she cast the 
glam star Charlize Theron against type. 

The result: a deserved Oscar for 
Theron (and her make-up). Christina 
Ricci, with less cosmetics, gives a more 
subtle performance as Selby WaJI, 
the femme fatale in Wuornos's life. 
And finally Patty Jenkins does evoke 
the terror and the pity in the life of a 
woman who made made the worst of 
her few chances. 

MA 15+ NFFV ***** 

Apology: In the review of the marvellous 
surf movie, Step into Liquid, there was a 
reference to Christopher, Keith and Daniel 
Malloy who bring together children 
from both sides of the Northern Ireland 
divide in the surf of Donegal. They were 
described as Australian. Not so. They are 
Americans from Califomia. 

, 

• 
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New Book release by Marist Father Paul Glynn 

'' The Wayside Stream - Reconciliation'' 
All proceeds to help the suffering Church in Sudan 

Forgiveness is the theme that runs through the latest book, 
The Wayside Stream by the prolific author Fr Paul Glynn. 

The book is a collection of stories about people who experienced reconciliation. 
Some of them bad been deeply hurt and thought they could never forgive, or 
come to peaceful terms with the wounds, with the injustice of it all. 

They tell how they approached the problem, were helped to overcome it, and 
speak of the great peace and new freedom they experienced. 

Fr Paul - the author of the best seller "A Song for Nagasaki" - tells about the 
terrorist who said sorry, the padre who hated, the Kamikaze, previously 
unpublished facts on the atom bomb that wiped out Hiroshima and Nagasaki, 
the horror jailing of the Archbishop of Saigon, the New Guinea execution of 
a Japanese Christian involving a soldier-ambulanceman from Bonalbo ..... . 
and much more. 

Even the cynics who read the book will 
recognise themselves in it and find 
enlightenment in the knowledge that there 
is a way to lift the weight off shoulders -

forgiveness. 

W
e especially thank those who buy Fr Paul's book which costs $10.00 and who 
give an additumal charity donation* to help the persecuted Church in Sudan. 
A complimentary pair of the Vatican Rosary beads blessed by Pope John Paul 

JI will be given to all those who can give an additional donation to help this essential 
work. Please tick the box below if you would like t.o receive the Papal Rosary beads. 

Order Form: " The Wayside Stream - Reconciliation" by Fr Paul Glynn � 
Send to: Aid to the Church in Need, PO Box 6245 Blacktown DC NSW 2148 -a 

Phone/Fax No: (02) 9679-1929 E-mail: info@aidtocburcb.org Web: www.aidtochurch.org 
Please send me: 

Number 

The Wayside Stream ($10) 
Plus $2 for postage and packag

i

ng 
Charity donation for Sudan* 

Total enclosed 

Amount 

D Please send me the Vatican Rosary beads* 

The publishers Marist Fathers have kindly allowed Aid to 
the Church in Need (ACN) to distribute Fr Glynn's book 
with all proceeds going to help the missionary projects 
of ACN in Sudan. 

ACN is an international Catholic charity dependent on the Holy 
See, supporting the faithful in countries where the Church is 
poor or persecuted. 

Payment method: D Cheque/money order enclosed 

OR Please debit my credit card 

D Bankcard D Visa D Mastercard 

I I I I II I I I II I I I II I I I I 

Signature ......................... Exp Date .. ./ .. . 

BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE 

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Sr/Fr: .................................. . 

Address ....................... . ...... • • • • • • • • • • • · · 

.................................. Postcode ...... . 

Ph: ................. email: ....................... . 
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CHRISTIAN IMAGINATION 

Literary and Theological Bon-hons 

HUMANS AND OTHER ANIMALS 

HIS book is about the 
use of animals for the 
illustration of theological 
ideas in the wocks of the 
early church scholars, 

*"' 
as well as tJ1e role of 

-""""-�*-.."' an.imals iJ.1 scripture alld 
the lives of the early saints. The author 
of the work is described as an episcopal 
pries-r who taught New Testament, 
Church History and the Humanities at 
the Divinity School of Chicago. 

The ffrst chapter looks at biblical 
auimals. Here pigs, dogs and snakes 
tend to dominate the casl. There are 
references to the moral status of animals 
in the New Testament, including 
Sr Paul's condemnation of animal 
worship, aad the existence of some 
early Christian vegetarians. The author 

Reviewed by DR TRACEY ROWLAND 

Early Christians and Animals 
By Robert M. Grant. Routledge, London, 

2003. 214 Pages. $55 

claims that che earliest document i.n 
which one fUJds the ox and ass named 
as witnesses of che nativity is the apoc 
ryphal gospel of Pseudo-Matthew. 

Chapters two and cbree focus oo 
unusual and mythical animals. These 
iaclude friendly lioa.s who live with 
hermits and help ther.n go about their 
daiJy tasks, and considerate lions who 
prefer to crnsh Christians to death in 
the colosseum with the strength of their 
bodies, rather than eat them. 111ere ,s 
a section on the whale which carried 
Jonah in its belly for three days, on 
Tobit's ruediciual fish, on centaurs, 

Proportions of the Human Figure 
om Lhe chio to the starting of Lhe hair is a tenlh part or the figure. 

From the chin ro i-he top of the head .is an eighth part. 
And from the chin to the nostrils is a third part of the face. 

And the same from the nostrils to the eyebrows, and from the eyebrows to 
the staning of rhe hair. 
Tf you sec your legs so far apart as to take a f'ouneemh part from your heighr, 
and you opea. and raise yo□r a1111s until you touch the line of the crnwu of the 
head with your middle fingers, you must know that the centre o[ the circle 
formed by tJ1e exo·ernities of the oulsLretched limbs will be the navel, and the 
space between I.he legs will form an eqoi.lateral triangle. 
'The span of a man's outstretched arms is equal to his height.' 

ft'(llTI Leonardo's Norebooks, quoted by It Cold water and M. Treves Ani,·rs 011 ,1,., 
London Keegan Paul, 1947, p.51 
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dragons, unicoros and the phoenix -
a bird which has 1'11e capacity to self 
immolate and then be re-born. Readers 
of Han)' Potter will be familiar with this 
mythical animal. 

Chapter four surveys the refer
ences to animals in the works of ilie 
AJexandrian scholars such at Clement 
aM] Origen. lt also looks at the 
Physiologus, a.n anthology from the 
second century iliat uses the character 
traits of animals in order to draw moral 
theological Jessoas from their behav
iour. 

The fifth chapter examia.es the 
appearance of animals in the works of 
the A.ntiochenes and the Cappadocians 
including St Basil the Great. Whereas 
the Alexandrians were very inter
ested in the allegorical use of animals, 
the .Amiochenes and Cappadocians 
were more interested in the eating 
and mating habits of animals and their 
general physiology. 

The sLxtb chapter covers references 
10 animals in the works of the Latin 
fathers, including Sts. Ambrose, Jerome, 
Augustine, Isidore of Seville and 
Gregory the Great. My favourite refer
ence here was to St. Jsidore's descrip
tion of a particular .kind of cleric who 
'lacks a head' and resembles a bippo
cen.taor, that is, a kind or cleric who is 
pa.rt human, part horse! 

The final chapter is devoted to Sc. 
lsidore's book On Animals, particularly 
his accounts of how animals acquired 
their names. The following explana
tions are a good example of rhe kind of 
information one £iJ1ds in this work. 

The sheep (ovis) is an animal witL 
soft wool, weak in body, placid in 
spirit, so called from the .Latin word 
for offering (oblatio) because originaUy 
sheep, not bulls, were ilie preferred 
sacrificial animal. 

The lamb (agnes) acquired its name 
because more than other animals it 
knows (agnoscat) its mother, so that 

-



even if lt is lost in a large Aock it uJlllle
cliately recognises the voice of its parent 
from its bleat. 

TI1e bare (lepus) i s  named from the 
Lati.n word Jevipes (light foot) because 
it runs fast. 

Rabbits (cuniculi) are named because 
of rhei:r Likeness to caniculi (small dogs). 

l11e pig (sus) acquires its name from 
the Latin verb (subigat) lo dig up, 
because it djgs up pasture. 

The camel acqoires its name from the 
Creek (clwmaz) for low and short, and 
(camur) for hump. 

The lion acquires its name from the 
Creek (/eQ) for king. 

The giraffe (c(J.melupardus) is so 
called because i t  is covered with spots 
like a pard, has a neck like a horse, feet 
like cattle, and a head like a camel. 

Whales (bellenae) acquire theiT name 
from the Greek verb (ballein) to emit, as 
they emit water from their spouts. 

Throughont the chapters the author 
also includes references from classical 
Greek and Roman sources and some of 
the apocryphal documeJHS of the early 
church. In one of these a Lion presents 
himself to St Paul and asks for baptism. 
The work is very well referenced and 
there are 22 drawings from medieval 
and ancient bestiaries, woodcurs and 
mosaics. It would make a good present 
for an animal love:r or anyone interested 
in early church history, or the allegorical 
meaning of animals in  early Christian 
art. 

However the disappointing aspect 
of the work is that themes are gener
ally very underdeveloped. The reader 
is given a tasty morsel but left scram
bling through the index to see if there 
might be a more extensive treatment 
o/' 1.he topic in some other part of the 
book. The attitu.de of the writer is very 
detached. He simply presents the facts. 
One has no  idea of what he thinks 
about vegetarian Chrisllans or animals 
who present themselves to saintly 
hermits -to have a thorn removed from 
a paw or some other infliction cured. 
Nonetheless, his ti-anslations from the 
Pliysiologus, Basil's Homilies and fsidore 
of Seville's Etymologies are valuable in 
themselves and the animal, Jover reader 
,;an tie rhese literary and theo-

l logical bonbons together with his · 
or her own reflections. 

D� TI\ACE'Y RO\\1..AN0 is De-au Qf die JoJ111 1'011I 1[ 
lrutitute for Mnn-inge and family. Melhoume 

DONATIONS RECEIVED 
FROM 17/12/03 TO 18/12/03 
Our sincerest thanks t o  the many subscribers to 

Annals Australia, who very generously send a small donation 
along with their annual renewal -this assists in defraying 

the heavy costs incurred in producing our magazine. 
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