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THE MASS MATTERS 

N
OBODY uowadays, save a handful of vulgar fanatics.
speak. irreverently of the Mass. If the Incarnation be 

indeed the one Divine eve-nt co which the whole creation 
moves. the miracle of the altar may well seem its restfuJ 
hadow rast over a dry and thirsty land for the help of man, 

who is apt to be discouraged if perpetually told tbat every
thing really imponam and interesting happened, once for all, 
long ago in a chjJI historic past. ... it is doubtful whether any 
poor sinful rhild of Adam ever witnessed, however ignorantly, 
and it may be v..rith only the languid curiosity of a traveller, 
the Communion Service according to the Catholic ritual 
without emotion. It is the Ma s that matters; it is tbe _ fas. that 
makes the difference, so hard to defin , so subtle is it, yet so 
perceptible. between a Catholic country and a Protestant one 
between Duhlin and Edinburgh. bc-tw en Havre and Cromer. 
Here, I believe, is one of the battlefiel.d of the future. 

-Augustine Birrell, Quaker Essayist. 1850-1933, in 'Wh,u, Then, Did 
Happen dl the Reformation?' firs! published in Ni'111:teeml1 Cent!IT)', Apcil 

1896; rt'pri med in The Sole1ud ayY and r!.ddrt'SIC:S of A11_qllsfil1e Birrell, 
J.M Deni & Sons, London, 1922 pp. 346-347. Birrell was Secretary or 

Ireland from I 907 - 19 J 6, 

!The e.xpressio.n 'lt is Lhe Mass Lhal matll.'rs' is much quoted. Eve11 when, 
orn:1 ionally, Augustine Birrell is id nlifit:d as Its pr9bab!c author, u 'ually 
no references ai:e given. We have sought 10 rem1:dy 1his oversight. Birrcll's 

sense of fairness drove l:liin w acknowledge th.n the belief in the Real 
Pr<' i:n e of Christ in the Eucharist, 'a M�•stery o trcmendous, so prolouodly 
aura 1ive. so imimately associatt'd With the kcyswne of the Christian faith. 

so \'Oushed for by the testimony of saints,' was preserved from Apostolic 
Times in the Church of Rome. Along with 1he related question of the 

validh�• uf Anglican Order . 1he na1111e of the Mass and belief io the Real 
Presence "'as, Birrell maimained, on..- of 1he is ue lha1 would det<'nnine the 

fa1e of the E tablished Church of Er'l:Jand in the future. Ed. Am1.zhJ 



SING A SONG TO GOD 

THE TllAI of prophets in the song conspire.
Legions of martyrs in the chorus shine, 

By these Thy Church, inspired by heavenly art. 
Around the world maintains a second part; 
And tunes her sweetest notes, 0 God, to Thee, 
The Father of unbounded majesty; 
The Son, adored co-partner of Thy seat, 
And equal, everlasting Paradete. 
·Thou .King of Glory, Christ of the Most High,
Thou co-eternal, ftlial Deity;

THOU, WHO, to save the world's impending doom, 
Vouchsafst to dwell within a virgin's vwmb; 

Old tyrant Death disarmed, before thee flew 
The bolts of heaven, and back the foldings drew. 
to give access and make Thy faithful way. 
From God's right hand Thy filial beams display. 
Thou art to judge the living and the dead; 
Then spare those souls for whom Thy veins have bled. 
0 take us up amongst Thy blessed above, 
to share with them Thy everlasting love. 

P
RESERVE O Lord, Thy people and enhance
Thy blessing on TI1ine own inheritance. 

Forever raise their hearts and rule their ways. 
Each day we bless Thee and proclaim TI1y praise. 
No age shall fail to celebrate Thy name, 
No hour neglect Thy everlasting fame. 
Preserve our souls, 0 Lord this day from ill; 
Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy still 
As we have hoped, do Thou reward our pain; 
We've hoped in Thee, let not our hope be vain. 

- from John Dr
yden) translatioi, of the folal Lanza· of the u-iumphal C3lholi hynm 

'le Ikirm lmufemu., tradfo,0nu1Jy a cribed to s, A;nl,mse rdied 397] though also by SOUie" 
m Nicetas of Rcmcsiana (died 414 I, a Cath lie bishop in Ea,1em erbia. Dryden's 

CatholiciRm cost him his posts as Poet-Laureate and !loyal Historiographer when WiJ.litun 
of Orauge wa im•ited to be k.iue; in 1688. Fie died iro 1700. 
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E DITORIAL 

Chesterton, Cicero and Islam 

BRIDGING CHASMS WITH COBWE BS

J C E R O  once w rote 
of Them istode. that 
when h e  was asked 
fo r adv ice abo u t  a 
girl ' s  marrying a good 
but poor person, or a 
less we l l - thou gb c-of 

rich man, repl ied : l µrefer somebody 
in ue.ed of money, to money b1 need of 
somebody.'' I sn't he right'? For ·money' 
read ·power'. A poor persou genuinely 
in need of money may bti helped, b ut 
a man  [or woman ] .rouglu Ly weal th 
and power is  ofcen defenceless and may 
find himself i n th raJI tO a m ons ter  that 
devo urs and d esu·oys h i m. 

B udding h i . 1oriarL in our m i dst ma .:,  
have noticeJ how tragicaU\· lt npr pa.red 
empi res and pol i tical and re l i .., iou� rulers 
h a v e  shown th ems.e h-e ; to b ave  b e e n  
down t h e  c:en r n ri e ;  when  p rob lems. 
re volut ions. cr is e s  a n d  d i sasters  h ave 
stru ck. I sn't i t  pos sibl e that i t  i s  th e 

By PAUL STEN HOUS E MSC 

u n pre paredn e , s, t h e  ign o ra nce. the
in d i fference, t h e  relu ctance t o  cake
advice, an d the u n de rlying van i ty a n d
ambit ion of m ankind. that rummons the
de.moo s  aud c.�atcs the problems, crises
a1 1 d  disasters?

Am I \Vro ng in s uggesting that ex.

Chesterton thou ght so? He proved the 
ti melessJJess of his insights an d touched 
a raw nen'e in al J  of u s. when he  wrote 
of contemporary society, 

'We cannot enrol peopl e i n  our  
religion because we have not  go c  one 
[so] we enrol them in ou r government. 
and if we are obl iged 10 dn that. tht' 
o h\ iou;; es;;emial  i s  that J i kt, Roman
rule befon' Chri,1iani1y, or the English
rn le in India. it ,bould profes;; ro be
1mpanial if only by being irreligious:-
H e cou ld  we l l  have had in m ind the

co nfu� ion and  alarm verging on paoic 
felt by 'tolerant' and ' i mpartial,' and de 

facto i f  not de iure ' i rre l i gious' s ecular 

Plans for War i n  1 934 

T
H E  E N G L I S H  RROPAGA NDA was ru n en tirely b y  c i v l 1 i a n s ,  the
German by SQl d i ers ; the  latter i s  the wrong way ,  because i t  i s  not  

the  sol d ie r 's but  the psycholog ist 's op in ion  that cou nts here .  Actua l  
me thods need not be d iscussed i n  a book which is concerned with the 
mai n out l ines rather than the detai ls of the problems it d iscusses. Suffice 
it to say that good propaga nda rnust be unobtrusive, that i ts object must 
!'!OI be a pparent  at al l , if it is to be effectu al and have a permanent and 
decis ive i nfluence on the mind of a r:iation .  It needs to be plan ned a long 
way ahe ad and we must not expect it to bear fruit in a couple of months 
or even y.ears . Hence good propaganda should begin in peace-time and 
operate in such a way that the country runn ing i t  reaps its fru i ts as soon 
as war is  decla red .  Wa r-time  p ropaga nda ought to be merely the more 
conce ntrated :and ,  of cou rse, more vigorous. cont inuat ion of peace-titne 
propa§anda . The most important points are :•sett ing up auxi l iary centres 
ih fo re ign  ca p i ta. ls ;  l i te rary  propaganda , by i nflue nc ing the p ress a nd 
also by prod uc ing .books and  pamphlets ; the provision of effective fi lms 
and broadcasti ng- items ;  the erect ion of pub l i c  uti l i ty bui ldings adapted 
to the character of the people, e . g . read in g-rooms or d rink ing-founta ins 
. o r  i ndu str ial i n stitute s, a s  the case may be ;  fi n al ly ,  mou th-to-mouth 
propaganda with the hel p  of native agents . 

- Ewald Banse ,  Genmmy, Prepare for War/ London Lovat Dickson , 1 934, p ,71 . Banse was
Professor of Mil itary Science In B�unswick , Germany. This translatlon of Banse's boak was on

sale In England in 1 934 and thereafter. Few read It .:1nd fewer, e11idenUy, took it seriously, 
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Western G overn menls,  con fronte d by 
militant I s lam in their cities and on their 
doorsteps. 

They have grown so accu stomed tu 
trivializ ing Chris t ianity and hono uring 
Chri s t i an values and u·ad i t i o n  only in 
the bre ach ,  and damn i n g  t h em wi t h  
fa in t  praise, t ha t  t hey  r i sk  com i ng to 
grief on the rocks of thei.r prej u d ice s  
and presuppositions. 

In the West, the idea of the separarion 
ef Clzurch and Stale has  not infrequently 
been  du m b e d  down in p rarti ce to t h e  
sidclinbig and patronising. o f  the Church 
by rhe  S t a te .  l s l am i5t� w o n't play th at 
g;ame. 

Secular s tate s  are not u n nat ura l l ,  
at a loss to ki1ow how to deal wi th  this 
une,:pected t urn of events - especial ly 
as curre nt' wi s dom  wo u. l d  h ave i t  t ha t  
h lam i s  a ·tol era nt'  and ·peac:e able '  
rel igion.  So wh at's tbe probl em?  Whal  
difference  can what  a person bel ieves ,
make'? 

'h is the reverse of a!I reason; says 
Chestercon, '"to suggl"S t  that a man·s 
pol i 1 ics matter. and his rel ig ion d ocs 
not rnauer'." 
Our pol itical  masters have forgotten, 

if they ever k new, tha t  one  s h o u l d n't 
act witho u t  carefully co ns ide r i ng  the 
possible long-te rm con sequ ences of 
one's actions .  

Th.at i s  the poi n t  of the h oary old 
polit ical adage ch at yo u s hou ld  never 
a�k a q u e s tion p u bl icly to wh idi  yo u 
d on't k n ow the ans wer. Th e present  
Republican adm inistrat ion i n  the USA 
should have taken i t  to heart. Our world 
would bt: the safe place they wanted i r  
to b e,  had they done so. 

How good th is  adv ice  is was borne 
out cemuries ago in  the case of the Stoic 
Cato the Yo unger who d ied i n  4 6  B C  . 
Cato suspected that Juli us Caesar was an 
accomplice nf Catal ine in h i s  conspiracy. 
So h e  ch allenged h i m  i .o  the S e nate to 
read a l oud  a n ote th a t  had j u st been 
discre<{tly pass�d co him Caesar handed 



the note to Cato without comment .  The 
lat ter b egan t o  read,  and i t  prove.d to 
be a l ove• let ter from Cato's h a J f-s i s tc-r  
ScrviHa to Caesar. 

G .K.Che t erton wo u l d h ave 
appreciated t lle irony of the s i c uat ioa .  
He also wou ld no•  have been surprised 
that rvilia. who c:iu sed such mirth at 
Caw·s ex pense, wa • if not the cause. 
then at least Lhe  occasio1l of Caesar·s 
ru in .  for ru mour  had it t h at she  had 
s u rrendered  her  da ugh t er Tert i a  to 
Caesar as his rniscres�. 

/\t a pu bl ic a u ction d u ri n g  the C i v i l  
War f 50•48 BC] ,  Cae ar so ld s o me 
con fisrated S panish estates LO Serv i l i a  
for a ri d iru l o u sly low price. He punned 
•hat he did so ,  ' fe1"tia deducta; wh ich
m ea 1 1 t  either tl1 at  h e  h a d  so ld  them at
'a th i rd dis oun1' or a was com01only
believed. becau e 1.e,,fa has been given
to him: 1'ertia later on married Cassius.
t he prime mover in his assassinatjon in
44 BC.

Cato':- dilem m a  ca used by his 
i nj u dic iou  bra hness and politil'a l 
bias agaiu . t Ca sar i s  nor d iss imilar to 
the s itual ion of t h ose o f  our rel ig ious ,  
pol it ical and media {'O o tewporaries 
who, i n  the  words o f  C icero. ' de fe n d  
wi thot1 t  h es i l a t i on  whac they have n o t  
�uilieiently pm·ceived or understood'. 

C i c  ro s u gg t8 t har rh i s  u n cri t i ca l  
defence of the  u n k n ow n  and what  is 
not dearly d fensi ble. l quod non  satis 
et explorate i t  perceptum et cognitum] 
is 'mo re deplorable in i 1  · ra ·hnes.s· 
[turpius Lemeritatej t han simply 'being 
wrong' ffaf um ·enrir J .

Being wrong is always a possi bil ity 
for us h uman . How ever. aol checking.. 
or not bothe r i ng tbe  check to s e 
w hether we or others might be wro ng, 
b etray s a ch aracter flaw dt at has 
po t enti al ly very seri o u s  conseq ueoces 
for tl1e i 11dividual and society. 

Cardinal I nan's declarat ion in his
Apolog£a Pro Vua Suo that 

" th ere is no rn l'd ium, i n t rue 
philuso phy, b tw en Athe is m  a.n d 
Catho l i city a perfenly consistent  
mind. under rhose circums1anccs in 
which it find i i  ·elf here below must 
eml.,rac:e eith.e.r Lhe one or th othet5 

. . . is rem inisce n t  of Chesterton's 
equaJJy u ti.un biguous  and prophet ic 
chal leuge th rown ou t  w the post-po5t
moderni.  t .  of our day w h o  are dearly 
at a l oss to k n ow how to rt'act to t h l' 
perceived threat of a militant Islam: 
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'I t  i� fooli�h for us in the  We st to 
sneer a1  Lbose. who ki ll men w h e n  a 
foot is set in a holy p!aC"e , when we 
nurse! ves kill  b undreds of thousands 
when a for>t i, Sf'L 3cro s a front ier'.." 
Chesterton's fomou. apJ1orism -

m uch q uoted [a t  lea I by me] th:it 
the main pro blem of Lhe 20th cenrnry 
is going to be 1 he ignorance of  rhe 

xperts· eems borne oul by media and 
left -w ing , i l l  in nc ' S to defend Islam 
[not Mo  l i rw, let it b · addedJ hy dejlmlt 
and a •ain st :il l  onwrs, pec:ial ly against 
cri t ic i � rn from w i thou l. b u t  eve n from 
within t lam it e lf. 

' I f  you had t a  I ked LO a t i l i tarian 
and R.ational:ist of [Jeremy] Bentham"s 
t ime who  Lo l rl 1 1 1 en to fo l tow 
en l i gh tened  s l f- ia t ercst '  he woul d 
have bec11 considC'r.i blc b ·wildcrcd if 
you had replied brightly and briskly. 
· and 10 which ·elf do you refer: the
subc·on sciou . 1he  consl•jous. the
la1 entl} criminal or suppres�ed, or
others that we fortunately ha-ve in
sux:k'r."
Confron ted by thE' strangeness of a

rel igion t hat spr ad .  i tsel f by viole nce,, 
and  as I bu K h a l d u a  remu1ds us ,  i s  
co mpel J e d  by  i t s  D i v i ut" man da te  to  
do s u. we sho u ld h • ed  t he  ad viee 
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Chestenon o ft e red ,·ead crs o f  h i s  Th.e 
Neu.· .fem.so/em: 

·Our fir5t �alt'I) i� in •ef'ing that i t
i s  a StraDE<' co untr Y : and mir prrsf:'n t  
p re l iminary p nl  { 1 • )  1ha t  "e  may 
fall imo the habi 1 ot 1 hmkinf i1 i, a 
fam iliar C"ounuy. 11 d , ,n rzrro t(• 
put the fact in a fasb.ion 1ha: -ee [[l �

disconnected; for the  first !'.Kl •Jf .ill 
is that the are di connea'!'d. \nd 
the first danger of aU i s  that .. .  m "'• 
al low some interna1ional non5e.li...-e 
11.,.w&papcr cant to imply i.hat they a.re 
e,,,rn .. c-tt>d whl'n they are not. It d oes 
no h Jrm. ;.11 any rate to start with ,  to 
,t tf" r he  d iffert-nces as irreconcilable 

rhc- ch ief dan@er [ i s ]  t hat  thC'y 
may b.- per�uaded that the word y 
comprotni.t-; of we5tern politics l'an 
recondlf' 1he1 1 1 : t lu1 1  �uch abysses caa 
be fil lf:'d with n 1bbish: or such chasms 
hrid�cd with cob�eb :>
To pol i t ic ian . media  personaliti es 

and religiou men and women who have 
abaod ncd or neglect ed their Catholic, 
Prot s rant or Jew i h fa,j th and a re so 
sure rhaL  th ey know how to deal  with 
the phenomenon of a res u rgen t radic-.i.J 
Islam. Che t rton cau tions 1hern about 

' . . . the v iolen t and unt>xpccted 
rea ·tions 1, e hall produce if we thmst 
uu1· 01, 11 u n rea l i t ies :1 1n i d  t he  red
hu1 J"eali tie of the near East: i c  i s  like 
pu,<hiug a .nm, 1nan in to a fumac<:-
T l11ow what a cacarac, it c:oulu feed'.4 

We have karn c  to o u r  •o r.row wh at 
Chesterton i n tu i ted. He was u n d er no 
il l us ions abo u t  th e poverty of modern 
Western man·s p.iril.ual a n rl  intellecmal 
arsenal were he ever LO be called upon 
to repel assa u lts on � 2 1 "  citadel of 
Godle !> modernity and technology. 

To les!>en ou r u n p.reparcdness. be 
recal led qua i n 1  o ld  Chron icles th at 
rraced 

the @:E.'n ealogif:'s of Eni;l i sh 
kings chrou11-h the ch iefs of Troy to 
the child ren o f  ·oah . TI1e [ scl ta !e [s ]  
of the Dark A�es; be sa id . 'can ne1· er 
be proved. ,,._-hi le the t ravesty of t he  
Darw i nian  tbl'ory c:a o so met imes be 
disproved'. •· 

·Toe " bole of modern doub t s  
about r he ;u pematural. th e miracl s 
of JeJl.lS " ere, ·Chescerwn remind 
u s. •founded on ;!he fixity of foC"ts.
!'\li rac lt"'> v. l'f<' moosLrosities because
che� were against natu ral  law which
\\ as nece,� rily immu uble law. The
prodigic� of chc Id  TeHam nt or
t h i,  might)  works of the New were
rxira 1·ai;enccs b ccau s  they were
exceptions; n nd  they were except ion s
because there wa a ru le, nnd rhat was



a n  imm mable ru le  . . .  as soon as the 
men of sde1 1l·e  b ga11 lO d o u bt ,h..,_ 
rules of the game, the game wa5 up. 
1l1ey could no louger rule out a l l  the 
n ld marvels as impossible in face of che 
new marvels which they had to admit  
a pos s ible , , the ir  non-m iral' u l ou s  
,rnrld was no longer w�tenight'. 1 ' 

"We never find our own religion so 
rip;ht as when we are wron[S about it: 1 2

And w e  n ever fi n d  Ches terton to 
b e  so right, a.s when we a 1·e  so wrong 
abouc  him. For al l bis love of paradox. 
h e was a realist  who noticed palm trees 
and dese11 storms. 

He was not o n e  to dodge  
rnn frou tatior 1 .  H e  was in oo d o ubt that 
th e d ifferences in this case we.re crucial. 
He would have  had l i t t le patien ce with 
those amongst us w ho comin ue to poin t 
to w h a t  u n i te s  us ,  no t  wh at d iv ides  
u s; to s tress l'he  posit ive and ignore or
p l ay down t h e  nega t i ve. Rath er l i ke a
d o,;t o r  t e l l i n g p a r i e.n i s  tha t  the.i r  hearts
are in great ,; h ;.i pc .  a n d  their eye s i �h t
a n d  h e ar iug h ave n e v e r  b e e n  b euer
bu l  out of delicacy o m i tttn g to mention
the  melanoma that  w i l l  s ureh k i l l the
pat ients i f  not trea t ed. D iffe r e n c e s
matter; a n d  are an im ponam com ponem
of what make us who and what we are.

Noth ing  goo d. i t  seems, can be sa id .  
th ese  d ays, o f" r h e  Cru s ades,  yet as 
Chesterwn notes 

·Ch ri st ian ity wu u l tl h aw bee n
tint i re ly jus t ified i n  tht' a b s t ract  in 
being a la rmed or s u sp i c ious  at t h e  
1 ne re ris<" of a great  power t h at wa s  
not  C h ri s i ian .  Nobody nowadays 
wou l d  t h i n k  i t  odd m e:..pre;s r<"gre t 
at t he  rise of a power beea u s,:,  i t  
w a s  M i l i tari c <i r Sol: i a t i st o r  even 
Protectionist.'1 3  

'Christian i ty might quite rea,onably 
h ave been a larmed if i t  h ad  not been 
ana,;hd .  ·s u t  as  a m aner of h iswry 
i t  had been a t tacked .  The Crusader 
wou l d  have been q uite j u�t ified in 
sus pect i u g  t h e  Mosle m eve n i f the 
i\fo s. lern b ad  1J1erely be.en a new 
stranger: bu c as a mauer of h is tory he 
wa� already an old enemy. The critics 
of the Crusade rnlk as if i t  had sought 
0 11 t  some inoffen, i ve  tri be or 1emp!e 
in lhe i" ntcri.or  of Ti bet, w bid1 wa ;  
uever d.i covered u ntiJ i t  was invaded. 
1l1ey seem emi rely m forge1 that long 
before the Cru . aders h ad d reamed of 
rid ing to Jerusa lem 1 he  . Mos lems had 
a lready ridden inro Paris � ,➔ 

Cri t i c s  of the Cru sade� ' seem tu 
forget th at  i f  the Cru saders nearly 
ron qn"rerl Pn l est inf' ,  i r  wa s  6 1 1 1  a 

Noth i ng New Under the Sun 

I
T IS ALMOST a eharacterlstic feature of the present age . at least in th is
country, to have h a rsh ,  u n ki r.idly,  jea lous ,  susp iciou s ,  and d i s trustful 

thoughts of God . It is not so m uch th at men do not be l ieve i n H i m ,  as i n  
past t imes , or t h a t  t h e y  a re irreverently rnquisit ive , as they have been in 
ottrer days . I n fidel ity and intel lectua l  impiety are u nfortu nate ly  com mon 
enough; but they are not, as compared with other l i mes, the characteristic 
sins of the day with us. We find in their place abundant admissions of the 
ex isten ce .  a n d  e v e n  of the excel lence ,  of God ; but  jo ined with th is ,  a 
reluctance . . .  to acknowledge His sovereig nty. There is a desire to strip 
H im of His majesty, to q ual ify His rights and to abate H is  prerogatives, to 
lower H im so as to bring H im som ewhat nearer to ourselves, to insist on 
His obeying our own notions of the laws of moral i ty, a nd confining h imself 
within s uch l imits of jusHce and equity as are binding on creatures rather  
than on the Creator. There is a tendency to  tu rn rel ig ion into a contract 
between parties ,  very u n equal certa i n l y, but not i nfi n itely uneq u a l ,  to 
0t,Ject to wh atever ln G od 's  prov ide nce betoke ns a h igher ru le tha n  the 
rule of our d uties towards each other, and to revolt from any appearance 
of ex.el u s i veness ;  s u preme Wi t t ,  a n d  u n accou nta b l e  i rres pons i b i l i ty ,  
which there. may be in H is  conduct toward s us . . . .  the epidemics of the 
world are never a ltogether unfelt within the Church .  The air is corrupted ,  
and i n  some m u cM rn i lder  form the  sou l s  of be l ievers are  a ffected by 
the pest i lence wh ich rei g n s without.  So is it i n  the present  case. I n the 
d i ffi cu lt ies throug h  which men h a ve to force thei r way, by the help of 
grace . into the One True Fold ,  in  the obstacles which h inder others from 
adva n c i n g  in the ways of h o l iness ,  in the temptat ions wh ich  tease ,  if 
th ey do not e ndanger fa ith , in  the treatment of rel ig ious  controvers ies,  
rn the sides men take i n  ecclesiastical polit ics , i n  the tendencies of their  
theolog ica l  views , and even i n  the com mon exercises of dal ly  devotion , 
we find i n d u bitable traces of a n  att itude towards God caught  from the 
fashior:is of the day. 

• Frederick William Faber, The Creator end the Creature, London, Burns and Oates . 1 858.

re t u rn  upon the Mos lems who had 
nearly conquered Europe: " 
f h avr  m eand e red happ i l y  a l o n g  

Ch e s t e rton's ro ad accom pa nied by 
w is d o m  from h i s  Obiter Dicta - my 
p i lgri. m· s / lade !11eCllm. May  I con c lu d t, 
by offeri ng you sam ples , f that wisdom 
which I suggest wil l  send you scurrying 
back to the  Mas ter  to sample  for 
yourse lves  the i n tel lectua l  feas t  t h at 
Chestenon has prepared for those who  
care to accept h i s  invitation: 

'Th ,· k i ng, w i th a few of t J 1e 
rem a.i ,� i ng nobles incl ud ing Re naud 
de C h at il.lon ,  was  bro ught hefore 
S aladin i n  his  t en t. 1l1t re nccurH·d a 
5eene strangely typical of the mingkd 
� crain� in the lTccd or t h e  culture that 
t r i u mphed on t lr n t  day; the stately 
Eas tern court e sy and  hospit.a l i ty ,  
the w i ld  Eastern hatn!d and  sel f
wi l l . Sa!ad i 11 wdrnmcd. r h e  k ing and 
g.raccfu.l ly gave h im  a cup of sherbet 
w hich he passed to Renaud .  �I t i s  
d10u and not I who hast  given h i m  
to d ri n k .'" sa i d t h e  Saracen . TI,en h e  
sud denly fl u n g  h i_m se lf  ravi n g  a n d  
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.revil ing upon Renaud de Chai:iJ (ou and 
kil led th _prisont:.r with his own hands .  
Outside two hundred Hospi 1:1Hers ;ind 
Tcmplars were behea.ded on. the field 
of battle, by one account I have read, 
beca use Saladiu dis liked them, and by 
another. because they were Christ i a n  
pries t� .' ' "' 

·Tw ·nty h i s t o ria.n� m ert t ion the
l"ay in which 1 h  rnadcleLJed Cbrist ian 
mob murdered the  !lloslems after the 
cap c u re of Jeru sa lem. for one who 
mentions that  the Moslem commander 
com wande.d in cold blood the murder 
of �ome two h undred of his  most  
famou s and valiant  enemies after the 
,·ictory of Hat t in . TI1e former cannot  
h e  sh own 10 have been the act  of 
Tancred. while the latter was cerrniuly 
t h e  act of Saladin. Ye t Tan ned is  
descri bed as a t  best  a dou_ b t fu l  
character. while Salad in  i s  represented 
as a Bayard " without fear or hlar.ne.' ' "  

·1 t may seem a paradox that there
,hou l d  be t h i s  p reju dic in Weste rn 
hiscory in favour  of [ Mo�lem ] heroes. 
B u e  t h e  cause  is  c lea _r enough :  i t  i s  
t he  re ma ins  of the 1·e vol r amon g 



m a ny European ,  a�ainst rb ei l ' o l d  
rel ig ions organizat.i0u which nam ral ly  
m ade them h u nt thrc,ugh  a l l  .tg.e _;  
for i t s  eri ru e, a n d  i t b  v iet i rn ,  . i n  
t h  i .  auno,ph<: l'e of 1, ;nu ral a n d  e ,  e n  
pard onabl e prej ud ice aro�.- 1 h .- l , ,1 b i 1  
of ,;o n t rasi : i 1 1g  t h e  imo lera m e  of t ht'  
C rn saders wi t h  I he t o !crn t io n  ;;hown 
by th,_, Mo�lem�. there are two sides 
to everything: ' "  

·Th o,1: who tompla i n  of our
c·reeds a <  e la borate ofr <" n  f'org..i 
tha t f he t>I a bura te \\'e;; 1 em c:re(•d ;; 
h ave prud oe<.'d r he  e l .tbora te 
Wes i <t l'n con:1 t i t u 1 ions; aml t h a t  
iheJ a re l� hma te b t-cau se t hey are 
emant i patecl . And  t he  real mor a l  of 
tllf' r<"lat ion of the two great rel if:io t a s  
i ,  ,nmetl , _i o g  rn 1 1 rh more s u b t l e  and 
s i n c e rt' 1ha1 1  any 1 1wre au-ocity tale ., 
against Tu rks .  h is the ;am · mora l 
of t he  Chri s ti a n  refu ,; a l  of a p agan 
Pa nt heon in w hich Chri s t  �hc, 1 1  l d  
ran k  wi th Ammon  and A pol lo .  Tw ice 
t he Chris t ian Chu rch refu ,cd w hat 
�cl'med l ike a h andsome o l"fo r nf 
a f o rge lat i t u d i nari a n  � ol"I :  , r wr• l o  
i n c l u de C hr i s t  as a god  a n d  OJJ ("e t o  
i 11dudc h i rn as a prophet, once hy thl' 
ad mi s s i o n  of a l l  ido l s ,  a n d  o nce by 
the abando n m e n t  of all i do l s .  Twice 
the C h urch t o o k  ri�k a n d  1 w in• 1be 
Ch urch '>t1r vive.d alowc and ,ncc<'eded 
a lone, fi l l iuii: rhe world wiih her u\, n 
chi l d ren and lea\ iug her ri 1 a ] ;  in a 
dest-n wh c r<.' die idols  WET<.' dead and 
the iconoclasts were d_ving."'' 

'The modern or rmhcr the 
\"icror,an prejudice agaim1 Crusaders 
i s  po� i i iv<.' and 110 1  relat ive :  and  i t  
would st i l l  des i re t o  condemn Tanered 
if i t  could uot acquit  Sa ladin. ludeed 
it is a preju dice not so muth ae;a i n s t  
Cmsadcrs a s  a!!llinst  Christiarn:."' ' 
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UTHOLIC CULTURE 

The Perils of not Can·ng about the Past

'NEW AGE' AND THE RISE

OF THE 'HOLLOW GEN E RATION' 

H E  mankind -without
a-hi cory �yn drome has 
had su ch a deleter iou, 
e f f e c t  o n  t h e
C h ri;; tian world i b nt 
graduates of religiou s 
schools do n oL k.oow 

the mosL basic Bi b le �torie • thr story 
o f  e i th er J u da i . m o r  C h ri L i a n i ty, 
th e story of We stern ch; l izat i on  an d
the United S tat e s. t h e  1 o ry o f  an .
architeccu re. ph il osophy. literat ure and 
cu lture. Religious and  cu lrnra l amne ia 
lea ves a va cu u m  tha t ea . i ly  fa l l s  prey 
to t h e  i u a n i p □ l a t i  n o f  i d e o l og i c a l
d m a  ro ru es. Po l  Po t eliminatrd pe rson
w i th , J a · . e b ca u  e t h  · m igh t po. ibly 
be  i n tel l i g1j nt en o u g h  t o  qu t' t i o n h i
s w eq, i 1 1 g  irn beci l i t i t>�- C i  i s  n o t  s o  easy
Lo d<• c:e ive p eopl e  who h a ve done  th1�ir 
h istorical homework. and recogn i ze the 
recurrence of dehumaniziU@. auri-social
and self-d estmcrh1c idcologi

lnsofar as both Jud aism and 
Christ iani t y  arc h i storica l ly  revealed 
re li rr io n s. th ei r su rv i v a l  i s  a q u est i o n  
of knowing t h e ir sto ry . W it h in t h e  
Ch r i s t i a n  co m m u n i ty. c h c  peopl e 
w i t h ou t - a- h i s to ry syndrome  ha s  a 
New Age fl avor t h a t  abstracts fru m Lhc 
h i s to r ical  concret e n e s s  o f  the  his tory 
of th co m m u n il)' ·  The ew Age 
syn d rome surfa t·es i n  the  t ream of  
abscracciom, issuing from Catholi who 
studiously avoid such word a 'Cod; 
·Jesus: 'Fathe.-; 'Son: ·Spiri t.' 'Chri 1 ian;
·Ch u rch.:· ·Cathol ic:.' 'Mas  • • acram ems·
a n d  t h t'  l iltc.  The Ne v, Ag viru has
i nfel: ted  the C h ri st i an  worl d n o  l ess
th ,111 the rest □ f  the cu lt u ral  v.• o rl d .  No
le;,, than Marxism it represent� another
mau i festat iun of rhe  people- w irho ut-a
hi.swry ".\ ndrome. anonymous .  h a l l o,\ .
rooLl e� , .  hom ogl'n i zed peopl e w it hout
t radit iou . The e.\:i s 1 ence of J Had.
on the  contrary. bears w i l lle to the
vitali t y  and iden tit)' of a people \\ ho.

B_y ]OH X N .. \.\"O'I E. SJ.

d espite cemurie� ,\'ithout a nacion.. have 
s u ccessfully pre erv d t heir id enti ty / 
m1ditiou. 

Re ml'm b eri n g  one ' s  t rad i ti on is 
a t  t h e  hea rt o f  b o th t h e  Je wis h  an d 
Christi.au identity. T r:i I's re m em b eri ng 
is essential for her coo ti11 ued existence 
a� Go d' s cove n a n t  p e o ple; forge tt i n g  
Go d·s savin g a ct wo u l d  bri ng h er 
destruct ion : "Yo u h 3 I I remem b er the 
Lord your God . . .  that he may confirm 
h i  coven ant wh icli h e  wore Lo yo ur 
fathe r. as a t  th i d ay. A nd if you forget 

Hollow Men 

Y
et what ,  fina l ly, was the effect 
of a bsolute power on twelve 

representat ive men? Sueton ius 
ma kes it qu i te pla in : d i sastrous .  
Ca l ig u l a  was cert i f i ab ly  mad . 
Nero , who started wel l , became 
prog ress ively I rrational. . . .  T acitus. 
in co vering the same period as 
Suetonius, observes : 'Even after 
his enormous experien ce of public 
affairs. Tiberlus was ruined and 
transformed by the vi olent influence 
of absolute power. '  Ca ligula gave 
the game away when he to ld a 
crit ic, 'Bear in mind that I can treat 
anyone exactl y  as I p lease. '  And  
that cruelty which is Innate In human 
beings, now give the opportun ity 
to treat others as toys,  flowered 
monstrously in the Caesars.  

- Gore Vidal, 'Roben Graves and the 
Twelve Caesa111,' - a review of Robert 

Graves·s translatioo or Suetonlus's The 
Tweivu C86sars. 1959. 

ANNALS AUSTRALASIA 7 AUGUST 2007 

the Lord your Cod . . .  J solemnly warn 
you that you hall surely perish'" ( Deuc 
8 : 1 8- 1 9). Th ro u gh her re m em berin g, 
lsrael's redemptive hi tory contin ues i n  
a livi n g  trad i t i o u  in which the di i nc 
com m and s p rd u re u s  h isrorica l e vent 
ch al J enging s ucccs�i ve genera t i ons 
to deci s io n  a n d  th at ob ed ien ce 
wh i ch en a b l e  I s ra e l  to sh a re in t h e  
redempliuu of h r forefathers. 

The im pe ra i ive to remem ber God' 
sa,-ings event i n  t h  crucj fied an d 
risen Chri t i at the h ea rt of Chri ti a 1 1  
ideo tity and life. The l ife of  the Chr is t ian 
com m u n i ty i s  a we lcomin g response to 
the grace and C i!.I I of Christ :  ''Do this in 
co m memora t i o n  o f  me"' ( L u ke 22 : 1 9 ) .  
Th e e u  · h ar isti c c e l e bra r ion  r e - enac ts 
C hris t's �ac rili ce and actively expresses 
the Ch urch· r mcmb r ing: "'This i s  my 
body wh ich h all  be  g iven up for you; 
do this in remembra nce of me" ( 1  Co r. 
1 1  :24). The fu t u re of the Ch rist.ian 
com m un i t y  i promi s ing  b ecause i t  
remember a pa t of prom ises:  '-Anyone 
w h o  d oe s  ea t  ruy flesh  and drink my 
b lood has  eternal l i fe, aud 1 shal l  rai s e  
h i m  u p  o n  rhe  l a  t d ay" (John 6 :54 ) .

Even at  the  p u re ly  sec ular l evel ,  w e  
have  u o  fu L u r  i n  a n y  fie ld o f  human 
ach ievemen t  apart from some tradit ion 
or other. Con tempt  fo r cra d frion  a 
such is an impJicic conte mpt for hucnatJ 
development and civilization. 

Tradit i on  ocial. cultural. 
io te llectua l, mora l  and religiou�  -
provide the r o u rce for human 
developmen t. Trad it ion represents th · 
acqu i red a n d  reta i ned exper ience and  
w isdom of a co mmun icy or society. I n  
th is respect.. memor ie� make the future; 
for t h ert is n o  h u m a n  d evel opment  
apart from the  h u m a n  re ou rcc s 
enabling i L  

- , o Tr:11lirio11? 'o Ciuln�uon!
Huo,ilct.iL k P� ·,utal Ju..-.,., . 0..'lob�r 2002.



CATHOLIC HI STORY 

Papal Tiara and Keys, �et in the wall connecting St Peter's Basilica to C..rc-1 5'2r :_-,_;_�� 

ST. PETER'S BASILICA 

� ANY peopJe who 
• may not know
' rhe name of the

� pre.sent. Pope, yet
seem to take a 

• gossip magar-ine
as seriously as a

history text, never fail to be taken aback 
by the nnmber of people thronging 
St. Peter's Square today, travelling 
thousands of miles to see the Successor 
of St. Peter. 

for theJn, it seem inr.s.plicahle that 
after such hu rnan frailty, the Ch1)rch 
can still be vibrant and active 2,000 
years later. For Catholics, however, this 
comes as reassuring, daily proof that the 
Holy Spirit is constantly sustaiJ1ing die 
Church. 

St. Peter's Basilica itself presents a 
splendid example of the gentle gujdaoce 
of Divine Providence toward greatness. 
The (relati.vely) new St. Peter's took 120 
years and about I O architects tO build 
while vicious rivalries ,11,d disastrous 
setbacks c:olored the history of the 
construction. i\.lJ this was recounted in 
the Exhibition in die Charlemagne wini; 
of St. Peter·s Square. 

This stllnning Exhibition, "Petros 
Eni," or "Peter is Within," presented th 
Popes, archit et$ and saints involved in 
th history of this church, marking its 
500th anniversary year. Ancient yellowed 
documents, artistic masterpieces and 
unique arrifacts were last on display in 
1.his exhibit.

By Elizabeth Lev

Near the, entrance, th first object 
on display was th astounding walk-in 
model of St. Petcr's dome desig,11ed by 
Michelangelo from 1559-61 . .It is about 
1.5 feet high and represents t.he dome 
cut in balf. It capt11red and thrilled 
the visitor from the threshold of the 
show and provided a glimpse into the 
excitement aroused by this project that 
propelled the work through thick and 
thin for over a century. 

The show itself was broken up into 
three parts - the construction, the 
presence of St. Peter, and the saints 
the basilica has inspired. It seems 
appropriate that the discussion of the 
show follow the same pattern. 

Rifts and reconciliations 

The building site of St. Peter's often 
became an arena for professional rivalry 

or self-aggrandizement. These tensions 
are hinted at throughout the first rooms, 
although we are constantly reminded of 
how pettiness was overcome in favor of 
the greamess of the project. 

I
n 855 AD, in the last year of
the Pontificate of Pope Leo 

IV, Ethelwulf, king of the Anglo
Saxons, who was crowned 
by the Pope in St Peter's, 
remained a year in the Eternal 
City with his six-year-old son 
Alfred, future king of England. 
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The exhihir opened with the busy 
and momer.r i.:� ,-ear of 15( 1 6, when 
Pope Juliu, JJ decided to di�mantle 
the milJennium _ .• · ;:. Peter's. built by 
Constantine in lhe fourth c-entury, to 
build a newer, better ,4:uc'l. 

Whi\ the Pope may haYe indeed 
been motivated b� a de�ire to have a 
fitting cornice for hi� ,plendid new 
tomb (being de&i�ned b�- the 30-year
old Michelangelo and im"?nded w be 

placed on top of �c. P1?11:r·, grave), 
the fact was t -h at the old church was 
crumbling and uns�ie and �everal 
a.rchitects had alread,· railed for drastic
inten'ention.

A cabinet di,;.pla�ed the medal struck 
in commemoracion of April I 8, 1506, 
when Julius II laid the foundation 
stone of the n.,,, basilica. Nearby, a 
letter from Juliu;; TT to King Henry Vlll 
of England proud!�: informs che then 
loyal snpponer ot the Catholic Church 
of tbe undertaking. Long be.fore the 
completion of :3r_ Perer·s., Henry would 
separate from Rome and found his own 
church. 

Julius II greeted Yi�itors from his 
masterly portrait b�· Raphael done the 
year before hi;: deach. He look· wan 
and pensive. clearly aware that he wiJl 
never see hi;; project finis.hed. Although 
spurred b�0 a de;;ire for grandeur, this 
man gaYe the Church some of its most 
lasting treasures: the Sistine Chapel, 
the Raphael Rooms and, of course. St. 
Peter's. 



Th early plan for St. P cer's by 
Bramante as well a his immediate 
. ucc ssors were laborate and very 

complex constructions. A myriad of 

diffe.reut id a for the basilica, from
Bramante' 01·iginaJ design to the work
of fra C rard and Giuliano Sangallo,
show a cenain streak of s arching for 

peronal greatness -- to eh dctrimem of 

t. P ter' · role as a gathering point for 

pilgrims. 
Some plans cnvi�ioned num rou;; 

interlocking spaces and chapel but 
don't allow for gathering around
SL Peter 's tomb. One look like a 
Romanesque mona te ry·s dream 
cathedral, but doe n·t ta'ke into aceou.m 
the histor� and place or SL Peter·s. The 
11 ork. fall hort of lhe mark becau. e 
they are more abom cbe pory of the 
architect than the glorJ of God. 

Bickering amoug archit •ctr flared 
r gula.rly and the enmity between 
1.ichelangelo and Bramante a 

legendary. A letter from Antonio 
Sangallo (a cousin of Giuliano's) lisls 
complaint regarding Raphae l's work.,
while it i well known that Bramante 
was dubh d by contemporaries as 
"Bramante. Mae tro Ruinantc for the 
destruction of th old basilica. 

One of the amusing things in the 
e�hibiL was a satire writtcu in lS 16 
by Cuarna da Salemo. It imagines 
Bramanre trying to get into heaven 
and St. Peter demurring after Bramaate 
has desc.royed his church. Bramant 
offe1·s to rebuild heaven for him sa ring 
that he could make it more modern 
and funcdonal. When Peter refuses. 
Bramame offers to rebuild h II which 
has be n worn down by the flames 
and is in need of Iepair . .Exasper,ni>d. 

t. Peter tells Bramant he can just
wait outsid the gates until hi 
la t building project (St. Peter's) is 
finished. 

Raphael's breathta.ling portrait of 
"Leo and Two Cardinal ... pr ovided the 
bac:kdrop to this period of internecine 
strife at St. Peter's. A masterpiece of 
color and oniam nt, it shows the Medici 
Pope. pau ing momentarily in his 
ecaminadon of an Cllquisit illuminated 
manu�cript. Raphael painted iL in 1518, 
a Marrin Luther wa rapidly gaining 
ground in Cermany. The battle among 
the worker at St. Peter's were but a 
faint echo of the greater disturbances 
further north. 

upola of St Peter·•. de,igncd by 1kbelan d . The C'<lcrior of the dome is 448 feet h.igh: 
its interi r i 405 f.- t hi . Gazi11g up on can read in lette.r six-fi 'l Ion in purple blue 
mo aic set on a gold ground, the words, in Latin. 'Tues Pem, et �uper bane petram t·cc.' 

You an! Peter, and on this rodr. l will build "!Y Churd,, and 1 will giv� to. 11011 rlu• !.:rys ef the 
Kinplom u JHeauen. [Matthew 16,19 1. 
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Mo11t11nem by Antonio Canova f17.57-1822], to the left of the principal bronze doors of ihe 
Basilica, to the three exiled Stuan princes who made Rome their b01ue: James I] L [son of 
JanP III the 'Pretender' to the British throne, aud hi two ·oJ.>S Charles Edward [Bonnie: 

Prince Chai:Uel and Heury, Cardiual of the TI.omao Church anrl Duke of York. 

'lbe old church was being dismantled 
but nothing was surging up to ta.ke 
its place. A fow drawings by Martin 
Van Heernskerck record the protec6ve 
shrine that kept the rain off Peter's 
gr.ave as it stood uncovered between 
Bramanw's massive piers. Thirty years 
and the building had not progressed. 

The turning point was reached in 
1545. Titian's brilliant portrait of the 
forceful Pope Paul Ill shows neither a 
tired and aged Pontiff nor a pampered 
and delicate one but piercing eyes and 
hawklik.e features indicative of a strong 
will. Not a saintly man, as any papal 
scandal monger will be glad lO recount, 
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Statue of Sc Peter hoidin� the Keys in his 
right hand. .illd a ,cr,:,11 in his lefL 

but the Pope Kb,:> managed to call and 
assemble the C0un(i] of Trent as well as 
persnade Michelangdo to take over the 
helm of building St- Peter·,. 

Paul III began 1he process of 
reconstruction of ,he church, both 
spiritually and physically, aided by 
Mid1elangelo. '."O years old at the time, 
who also ros<e' co the occasion wirh 
grandness of �pirit. 

Michelangelo retr.ieved the aged 
yellowed plan for St. Peter's of Bramante, 
his arch-rival, from the dozens of 
drawings, and modified that design. 
Ilefusiug all payment., Michelangelo 



gave the last 19 :,.,ear� of hi, !if� tu the 
construct.ion of rh l' church. for tht· 
··glory of Cod. the honor of St . Peter
and t.he �ah-aLio11 (,!- hi� m,·n sour 

The fulcrum 

-Pt_..1er. d,) you love me?" Archbishof)
Angelo Comam·i's address during the 
in.mg;uraLion of the "Petros Enl' exhibit 
quoted this- question Cbri.sl asked St. 
Peter mrce times. Recenl.ly, Ardibi�hop 
Comastri was appointed the archpriest 
of St. Peter's Basilica and after his 
rousing and often moving talk at the 
opening, there can be no doubt why. 

The. archbishop Spoke of St. Peter's 
profession of love even unto his 
crucil'ix.ion whicb took. place almost 
2,000 years ago just a few feet from the 
exhibiLion space. 

The seco11d pan of t.he exhibit 
revolved around St. Peter as the fulcrnm 
of this great church. Dominated bJ1 

three exceptional paintings, this section 
invited viewers tu reflect 011 the origins 
of tlw church. a simple hole in the 
ground where the body of St. Peter was 
deposited after the, first of what would 
he many Christian persecutions. 

£1 Greco's intense canvas of "Peter 
Penitent" was the first work on 
display and reveals the apostle alone 
and weeping after having denied 
Chri�t. Ne.xt, the powerful Caravaggio 
work, "The Crucif ixion nf St. Peter;" 
confronted viewers showi11g the aged 
yet rugged aposde doggedly accepting 
death just as he stubbornly followed 
Jesus in life. Caravaggio's light effect� 
highlight the sense of mission in Peter's 
martyrdom; eager to prove his love of 
Christ, die apostle seems to clasp the 
nail driven through his hand. 

In the wake of these dramatic 
canvases, it would be easy to overlook 
the little Rem.brandt treasure of ··St. 
Peter iu Prison." 'Ibis small oil painting 
presents a touebing v-ision of Pete1� old 
and weak, praying in his prison cdl. Th, 
warm )jght that bathes Peter's wrinkled 
face and hands helps us to understand 
the solace that Cod's love bring_ tO bim. 

The most extraorclinary object iu tbi6 
pan of the show was also the b.umblesc. 
At tir�t glance it appears as a tiny piece 
of painted plaster, scratched with ancient 
graffiti. But a closer look. reveals the 
words "Petros eni." Pel'er is within. Poor, 
humble and bl"Oken like St. Peter'g body, 
tbw fra�mem ,.m a:11 ancient buttressiug 
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wall led 20th-ceotury excavators to the 
grave of the Prince of the Apostles. 

A lesson 

So what does St. Peter's Bai.ilica 
mean to us today? A stop on a tourist 
itinerary? A holdiog pen for unruly 
pilgri01s'? Th, la,st room of the exhihit 
renders homage LO three great pilgrims 
who came to Rome, prayed at St. Peter's 
grave and drew strength from his 
example. 

St. Therese of Lisieux's handwritten 
account of her pilgrimage in 1887. St. 
Francis' tunic from Verna (the site 
where he received the stigmata) and 
the sandals of Mother Teresa of Calcutta 
were displayed around the room. 
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The ·andals have particular 
meaning for A:rchbishop Comastri, who 
.aduiowledges himself .as a spiritual 
son of Mother Teresa. The archpriest 
explains that these relics sen'e to remind 
us wday rhar at St. Pete.r's we must "don 
the sandals of the pilgrim, aJ1d allow 
our ·elves 10 be reinfor ed in. our faith" 
before headi n.g out. fearlessly into the 
war.Id to "love Jesus as Peter did;' even 
unto death, 

ELIZA B rTH J,E V ,�aehe,; Chriorian at1 
and architecture a, Dt1q11<:snc, University', 
ltalian eampu,;. SJ,., i,an be reached at 
lizlev@ze11 it. org. 

'Th is i, a slight I y edited versi,m of a II mid" that 
appeand in Zenit New� Service last ye.ar_ Rt,primed 
wuh permission. 



ECU M E N ISM AND CATHOLIC FAITH 

Can Tntth-telling spell the end ef Ecumenism ? 

WHAT THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

BELIEVES ABOUT HERSELF 

G U E S S  C ATH O LICS j u, t  
t h i n k  they 're  b e t ter than  
anybody e l se .  The Ca tholic 
woman was quot ing a n on
Cathol ic friend"s reacti on to 
tbe  ne\ Vat ican docu ment 
affi rm i n g t h e u n i qu e n ess  

of the Catho l i c  Churc h .  C learly, she 
sympathized with her  friend's sarcastic 
1;ommcn t. 

Many Cath o l i cs - to say no th ing
o f '  n o n- Cat holics were ratt led
by " Resp o n ses t o  Some Q u esti o n s
Re gard i n g  Certa i n  Aspe c t s  of t h e
Doc t rine o f  the  Church" (or, more
l ike.Jy, by secular med ia  coverage of  it) .
Yet no body should real ly be surpri sed
by th is documenL which was issut>,d  in
early July by the Congregation for the
Doctri ne of the Faith.

To b egin with, "Responses" covers 
t h e  s ame  ground in m u ch the  same 
w ay, a s  Dnmi n u s  I es u s  (The L o rd 
Je su s ) . a wide l y  d i scussed d o cu me D t  
pu blished i n  2000 by the . ame Vatican 
age n cy, which t h e n  was headed  by 
C a rd i nal J o seph Ra tz i n ge r. C ardina l  
Rau inge r  i s  now Pope Be n ed i ct XVf .  
Yo o were expecting h i m  1 0  ch a n ge 
his mi od?  

D o m i n u s  I e su s  was  s a id  to have  
beeD  prompted by specula tions of  some 
Asi an th eologia ns that seemed to place 
East e rn  re l i g i on � l i ke B u d dh i sm and 
H i n d u i  m o n  a par  w ith Chris t ian ity. 
Bur the i ssues c rea t ed t here a n d  in tbe  
new CDF docu m e r u  und oubted ly exist 
i n  Europe. and North America as wel l .  

Pracc i cal ly speaking, the root of th e 
prob le m  i s  t ha t  too  m a. uy Cath ol ics  
n a i vely t ake for g ra u ted the  tru t h  of 
t.h e m i s i n formation abnu1  the Catb o l .ic 
C h u rch a n d  e c u m en i sm t h at they've 
been fed for m a ny years .  Th e Second 
Va t ican Co u n cil  C l  !}62-65) e.mh raced 
ecum enism, d id n't  i t '?  S o  how can we 
cla i m  Gm hoEc� h :1vr. " lork on tmt h'' 

By Rt:SSILL SHAW

Th e  confu sion bere i s  profou nd. .  l.n 
t1Ji n g  LO u n tangle it, let's begin with a 
statemeot by Vatican 1 1  in its dogmatic 
constitution on the Chu rch, no. 8 :  "Th i 
C l i u rc.h [ i .e ., t h e  C h urch  o f  Chr i s t ) ,  
consti tuted a n d  orgau ized as a society 
i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  world ,  su b s i sts in t h e  
Catholic C h u r  h:' 

People hav e b een arguing for four  
d e cades  a b o u t  t h ose word s  «, u bs i s t s  
in?' Years ago, chatting with a prominent 
theo logian, I hazarded the opinion that 
su bsi s t s  in means to b e  folly pres en t  
in .  The theol g i an  hemmed and  
hawed_, then gave me to  unders t and I 
wa& mi ssing the  µoiBt. Now it . eems I 
was right. 

Unvei l ing the Secrets of Modern 
Media Manipulation 

Rhetoric 

versus, Truth I 
John Henry Gardinal Newman 

I
T IS OBVIOU S ,  tha t  io every
contest, the assa i lant, as such , 

has the advantage of the party 
assai led ;  and that, not mere ly from the 
recommendation which nove lty gives 
to his catise in the eyes of bystanders . .  
but also fro,m the greater faci l ity in the 
nature of th ings .  of f i nd ing ,  tha n of 
solv ing objections .  whatever be the 
question in dispute. 

Accordingly, the skill of a disputant 
mainly consists in securing an offensive 
position, fastening on the weaker points 
of his adversary's case. and then not 
re laxitig his hol<'l t i l l  the latter s inks 
under h is impetuosity. without having 
the opportunity to display the stre11gth 
of his own cause, .and lo bring it to bear 
upon h i s  opponent: or, to make use 
of a faml l iar' i l lustrat ion .  In causing a 
su.dden run upon his resources, which 
ttie c iraumstances of time and place do 
not a llow hirn -.to meet. 

- The Arians of Iha Fourth Century,
longmans Greene and Co. 1 908 ed. p .26 
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Here's what  th e d ocr ri.n a l  
congregation says: ···subsistence' means 
_ , - perd u ring, h i storical  con t inu .ity and  
t h e  perm an ence of a l l  the e l emen ts 
i ns t i t u ted hy C h ri s t  i n  the  Ca th o lic 
Chu rch. i ll which the Church of Chri st 
is concrerely found on this earth.·· 

This d.oesn·t say Cathol ics are better 
than  other Chris t ians .  Tha t  is a cla im 
Wt' simply can't make if <-helter" mean s 
m ore p l ea si n g  co G od. A n d  abou t  
t h a l- who k n ows'/ C o d  read s hearts. 
we do□-t. 

Nor is i t  a putdown uf other religious  
bod ies. The CDF docu mem. repeati n g  
Va tican I L  readi ly  ack nowle dges  that 
·· n umero u s  elemc.nh of _ a nct i ficati on
and of truth� ex..ist in rhese.

No, the point of it is thi,. 
Jesus  b e stowed m a ny gifts 

- theolog i cal and m o ral truths,
sacramen t s ,  graces .  chari s ms. offices -
on the commu nit_y he es ta h l ished .  He
\\ ·ued that these gifo remain imact until
he comes again. If Jesus' .i ntent ion has
come to na u ght - if w hat he gave his 
fol l ower has belc"n dissipated and l o st 
- h i ;;  great en t e fl)ri�e bas tu rned nu t a
fail ure. Bu t  fa i th rejects rhat possibi l i ty.
R.nther. the Cathoi ic Chu rch, by no merit
uf it� membe1·s, rem ains t.he repo s i tory
of Jesn s· gifts in the i r  ful l ne s s  because
it i 5 1.he community in which, as we now
,;aY. Christ's Chm·ch subsists.

The start i ng- po in t  of u sefu l  
ecumen ical dial ogue i s  for d i a lo g u e  
pa.nners t u  say honestly a n d  accu rately 
what t J iey b e l.ieve. 111e Vat ican's new 
docu m en t  performs  a n  i mportant  
s erv i ce to e c u meu i sro by re affi rm i ng 
what the Ca tho l i c  C h u rch be l ieves 
about itse lf.  

Rus, 01.L SHAW i ,  a fre,:lance Catholic writer from 
Washi ngton D .C . who is ._ former· Secretary of 
l 'u hJ i  Affairs for the Nat iona l  C<.mfcrence of 
llishop,;/ 1Jni tc<l S r n ,cs CaLho l ic  Confc ,·cnce. Re 
(. ... an be eln:1l le:d -o.t R!ihaw 1 02DO@a.ol.t.:um_ 



BooK REVIEW 

'Happiness in the next life stems from our actions a:nd motivations in thi:S one: 

SADNESS AND SURPRISES 

E are rold that in 
1841. as the ship 
bringing the latest 

• instalment of The
Old Curiosity Shop
do ked in America.

_um.._ _ __... .. ,.., Ne, Yorkel's called 
out: ''Is Little Nell dead?'" 

Many great author have come along 
since Charle Dicken . bot as one of 
the original Ha.cry Potter generation [ 
have fonod it a privilege to be part 
of a publi hiog 
phenomenon that 
has stopped che 
world - literally. 

From book four 
onwards, mobile 
phones ha e 
fallen silenc and 
computers have 
been desert d 
from !J.01 a1n 
on Saturdays as 
children, tt !enag rs 
and patents hav 
plunged inco the 
iotriguing ecrers 
ofHogwarts. 

With 70 million 
readers acros. 
93 couotrie. for 
tbe seventh and 
6naJ book alone. it 
would be easy to 
paint the phenomenon as an overblown 
craze fuelled by sli k marketing. Easy 
but very, very wrong, because cJ1is final 
book has more than a t0uch of genius 
ancl to my mind, wa, dos to flawless. 
I believe it thoroughly de erved the 
reception it received with endles lines 
of pyjama-dad �muggles", dressed
up mini-wizard and witches, not to 
mention a few good panies with some 
-magical" politicians hopping on the
bandwagon as well.

Tn age terms, Harry and his friends 
are my contemporaries and roy friends 

Reviewed by JA Cl TA Lrv1 csro E 

HARRY POTTER AND THE DE
A

THLY 

HALLOWS by J.K.ROWLING 
(BLOOMSBURY, $29.95) Available 

from most booksellers. 

and l have followed their ad\'cntures 
since the end of Grade 3 when we 
first struggled through Lhc Philo.ropher�r 
Stone. And yo:. at time. we have dre._ d 
up a Pott r charac1 r •. pretended to 

make foaLhcrs ny and quoted spells 
in Latin class. But those who fear 
such games m •au thal young tr.rs ar 
embracing witchcraft should rest easy -
we are smarter thao thaL We know the 
difference between fa ·t and fi ·tion. 

And along th way. w have not 
been uncritical of eh eri s. Uncil Book. 
6. l thought Book 1 and 2 were by
far the best. and franlc.ly, Book 4 and
mor · so 5 ram bi d for want of a good
edit. Th final work, however, wa
utterly compelling. And, as someone
who staunchly defended Ms Rowling
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in the face of a concerted atlaclc. by 
fondamentalist churchgoers la t year, J 
am happy to say it should silence critics 
wonied about it from a "moral" point 
of view. 

Withouc r vealing Olllcomes for 
those yet 10 enjoy the journey. heroic 
virtue and selflessness triumph over 
s.elf-interest and death, which gives
the s rics a sound moral basi as welJ
as being a rolliddng good yarn. The
honest and the ood, it m rge. ha\·e

much co look. 
forward to after 
death, while tho e 
who fail lo show 
r mor· pay a 
terrible price in tht'. 
next life in which 
Rowling clearly 
believe. 

Could Harry's 
final roe age to 
the evil Vold mort 
be an dearer: 
�rd advi e you to 
rl1ink about wbat 
you've done ... think 
a.od try for ome
r mm··e. lliddl "
As in C .. Lewis"s
Narnia. d ath does
not have che final
word in Harry
Potter, and there is

a strong undertone that our happiness 
jn tbe next life stems from our ac1ions 
and mocivations in this one. 

Wl1iJe Hany doe nor have the ame 
coosi tent Christian undertone as the 
Namia serie it is cular and fictitious 
rather than anti-Clirislian. In Book 7, 
however, one of the most no forgettable 
scenes is Har ry placing a cros o,er the 
grave of one of the most loyal friendi. 
who has been with him from book on 

Primarily. Harry is a rollicking good 
adventure story which draw on the 
worlds of magic, fairytale and v-•n 



cla ssical mytho logy a o d  fa e rat u re a s  
evi den ced i n some  of the  character· s 
La t ia  na m e s. Wh i l e  Books I aJJ d 2 
e n chan ted my ge n e rati o n  i n  m i d  
p rimary school. Book 7 stret ches  way 
beyo n d  t he i r  s cope, j u st as the  fi n a l  
b o o k  o f  t h e  equa l ly brill i a n t  Na rn i a  
series goes w ay beyond Th.e Lion, The 
Witch and the Wardrobe. 

I n  par t s  of Deathly Hallows, the 
viol ence is bru tal, and h u m o u r, which 
was i m portan t i n  some o f  the  other 
books, is a bit thin on the grouod. Mor' 
t han once it is imposs ib le  not to cry 
for innocent h u man l ives - a11 d other 
creatu res - and sh are Harry's sadness  
and surprises. Tissues  were an essentia l  
reading com panion as more than once 
it  was impos si b l e. uot to cry fo r the  
dead and - occas ionally - shed tears of 
mirth at Ro n s attem pts  a t  .mas te ring  
femal _psychology. 

As m ost people know, m uch of Book 
7 ceutre on a long, hazardous  jo urney 
1.rn d e rtak:en  by H arry and h i s  c loses t  
fri e n d s  Ron and l: l ermione  a s  th ey 
seek ou t  objects - k nuwn as horci:uxes  
- which mus t  b e  fo u n d  if the  ev i l  ant i 
hero Voldemort is to be defeated.

S ome read ers have fou n d  the  
squabbl ing a long  the  way between the 
three main  c hara cters a l i t t l e  ted i o u s  
and repeti tive, b u t  for me it j u st 
s topped short o f  be ing  s o  b ecause a 
new d1a l l e. nge or mystery - or the key 
to u n Jocking an old one - wou ld  come 
alo n g  j u st in the uick of t i me to keep 
the plot moving. 

Before s t arti ng the book  it was 
expected that JJ\ost. of the action would 
be set away from H o gwarts S ch ool 
o f  Wiz ard ry and Wi tchcraft which
has  been s u ch a wonderfu l  b ackdrop
in t h e  other s ix b ooks .  I fe ared that
t h i s  b o ok wou l cl  lose  someth ing:
wi t h o u t  Hogwarts but  Rowl i o g·s ski l l
is s u ch t h at she  s u sta in s u spen s e
unti l  the Bat t le of Hogwart b egin s  o n
Page 489.

Perh aps her  greatest skill i s  p uU i ng  
co get.h e r  so many  loos e ends, l arge 
and  smal l ,  and  an s wering the  p lethora 
of qu est i on.s  wide open at th e e n d o f  
t h e  l ast book .  My m ai n  sad n ess w a s  
tha t  Snape, or te o f  t h e  most fascinating 
characters of the e ntire series, one with 
ex traord inary shades of darkness and  
l ight, peri shes. I f  a spin-off series were
e VE'r t o  b e  s u stained,  th i s  ch aracter
should have been the centre of i t .

Triv ia l i z i ng Faith by 

Privat i s i ng I t  

T
H E  P E R M EATION of Eu ropean civil ization by Christia n ity
was n ever com p l ete ,  a nd i n  propor t ion  a s the C h u rch  

became e m bod ied i n  the  soc i a l  o rd e r  i t te n ded itself to  
become secularized and  to  be absorbed by the  world .  

C o nseque n tly ,  w hen the  S ta te became o n ce m o re 
cons ci ou s of its powe r, a n d  atte m pted to vi n d i cate its 
sov e re i g nty over the who le  of soc ia l  l i fe ,  i t  was su p po rted 
not  o n l y  by the pol i t ic ian a n d the b usiness man ,  but by the 
rel ig ious reformer who wished to restore the spi ri tual  l iberty of 
the Church and to free it from secular  influences. 

Rel ig ion g rad ua l l y  retreated into ma n 's i rrner  l i fe , and  left 
social and economic life to the State and to a civi l ization which 
grew stead ily more secu larized .  

A m a n 's debt  to  re l ig ion  was pa i d  by an  ho u r  o r  two i n  
chu rch on Sundays , a nd the rest o f  the week was devoted to 
the real business of l ife-above al l , the making of money. 

Such a d iv is ion of Ufe i n to two co mpartme nts-and ve ry 
u n eq u a l  o n es at that-was n ot the C h ris t ian  so l u t ion , n o r
cou ld  it be permanently successful .

I f  rel ig ion loses its hold on social l ife , it eventual ly loses its 
hold on l ife a l together. And th is is what has  happened in the 
case of modern Europe . 

The new secularized civi l ization is not content to dominate 
th e o u te r  wor ld  a n d  to l eave m a n ' s  i n n e r  l i fe to re l ig io n ;  i t  
cla ims t h e  whole man .

Once more Christian ity i s  faced ,  as i t  w a s  a t  the beg inn ing , 
with the cha l lenge of a world wh ich wil l  accept no appeal from 
its judgment,  and wh ich recognizes no h igher powe r than its 
own wil l . 

I ndeed it would a lmost seem as though the prospect today 
was even darker than it was at the beg inn ing. 

- Christopher Dawson, Religion and /he Modem Stare, London . Sheed and Ward,
1 935, p.  lO(, 

B u t  l i k e  al l  t ru ly g rea t  wri ters, 
Rowling has l e ft us want ing m ore, 
wondering about what might have been 
if on(y . . . .  

N ow that I have fini shed Book 7 I 
feel sat isfied and won't spend the res t 
o f  my l i fe p o ring over  them . 1 might
not  p i ck  t h em up  again for years .
Cert a i n ly my fri e n d s  and  I will  l ook
back  o n  Harry as an important  pan of  
growing up and  will have  m uch to tcl J  
our ch i ldren abou t bow we were there 
whe□ i t  all a ppeared. 
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Harry will entertai n gen rations after 
gen e rat i o n  of readers for as long as 
ch ildren and ad ults opeu a book, and 
h i s  a uthor has  possibly even exte.nded 
t h e  l i fe of the wri t t en word a s  we 
know it. More power to her - it's b een 
a privilege and h□ge fu n bei n g  p a rt of 
the first Harry Potter generation. 

J ,\G I T, L!VINGSTO� E, au tho t· of  M.r "Ta ffies and 

Pluru Pudding (Connor Court Publish ing)  i s  in  
Y<>ar 1 1  at Bri sbane Cir l s  Grammar School .  An 
obridg;(:d ,·ers ion of th i s  article appeared in 11,c  
Comit'r Mail in July. 



BOOK REVIEW 

Jesus' Gui"de to Happ:y Living 

THE BEATITUDES

E R H A P S  c h e  m o , t  
fa m o u s  e v e n t i n  O n r  
Lord's teachin g w a  h i s 
S ermon on t h e  Mo u n t,  
described in S t  Ma11h 'W' · 
Gos pel (ch .5 - 7 ) . At 1 b e  
outset of t h i s  sermou to 

a cr owd of some thou sand s of peop l<',, 
O u r  Lord s e t  o u t  h is g u i d e to t h e  
way  pe ople should mould the ir  Jjves .  
1bese eight p rinciples are k.nown as the 
Beatirn d es and have become the focus 
of theo logians and phi losophers over 
two mi l lenn ia. 

In t h e m se l v e s  as recor ded by S t  
M a tt h e w, t h e  w ord s cunvey a s i m p l e  
bu t  v e r y  chall e n ging  mes s ag C' fo r a l  I 
p e o p l e s  m d  t ime s .  Ye t, a s  O u r  Lord 
con t in u e d .  He i n s i s ted t h at H e  was  
no t  s e lli n g  aside the o ld l aws  of Moses 
a n d  r he  prophets  b u t  c h a t  H e  w a s 
compl e t ing  th em .  i n d ee d. S t  Ma t rhew 
reco rd s that  late r  i n  t h e  serm o n. O u !' 
Lord hlu n tly  directed th a t  t h e  Ten 
C o m m a n d m e nt s  m e a n t  m u ch m o r e  
t h a n  a l i t e ra l  i n t e rp re t a t i o n  o f  t h e  
w o rd i n g  w o u l d  s u gge s t . f o  mo dern 
te r m i n o l o gy, t h o u gh, Our  Lord  w a s  
u s i n g  lh e B e a t i t u d e s  to re. i n forc e  t h e
o l d  p ro h ib iti o n s  b y  a cce nt u a t i n g  thei r
p o s i ti v e  e l e m e n t s .  He  wa s te l l i n g  u s
that, by living ou r l ive s acco rding t o  the 
Beatitu des .. the Co m mand m e n ts wou l d
look after themselves. 

B rn t h el '  M ich aeJ McM u nay o f  t h e 
Au s t ral ia n ord er. the Confraternity of 
Ch rist t.he Pries L is editor and princ ipal 
au thor o f  r h e  Co nfra terni ty 's small 
magaz i n e. Contact. Thi s s ..1 na l l  b ook 
- j us t  77 p age s - bri n gs toge th er a
series o f  re fl ections on the Bea titudes 
that ti rs t  a ppeared i n  Contact. B roth e r  
M iC 'h ael wh o ha s w o n  s e veral a w ard s 
for his writing from Australian rel

i
gio u s  

p ress organ isations has the. happy k1iack 
of ex p ress i_n g:  com plex idea s in s i m p le 
la ngu age i J J u s trated Ly exam ples from 
co ntemporary life. 

S u b -titled Jes u s '  goid e to happy 

Reviewed by MICHAE L  O'CONNOR 

T he Beatitudes 

by Br. Michael McMurray CCS 
Connor Court Publ ishing, Bacchus Marsh ,  

softcove r, $ 1 9 .95 plus postage $3.00. 
Avai lab le from the publ isher, 

PO Box 967 . Bacchus Marsh ,  3340 
Tel : 03 5368 2570, Fax: 03 5303 0960 
or ema i l :  sales@conno rcourt.com .au 

l iving . ch a p ters set the scene  b efor,  
embarking o n  refle ctio n s  o n  e ach of 
the Beati t u de s .  A cun d u d i n g chapter 
emph asises that happi n ess  in b oth th is  

Unveili ng the Secrets of Modem 
Media Manipulation 

Rhetoric versus 

Truth - I I  
John Hen')' Ca rd inal Newman 

T
t, i s  was the  artifice to wh ich 
Arianism owed its fi rs t  successes' . 

It owed them to the circumslance of its 
b e i n g  (in Its o rigina l form ) a sceptica l 
ra the r than a dogmatic teaching ; to its 
proposing to i nquire into and reform the 
received creed , ra th e r t ha n  lo haza rd 
one of its ow n . 

Th e h e resies which p receded it . 
orig inat i ng in less su btle and dexterous 
tale n t. took u p  a false position . 
pr ofessed a theory, and sunk under the 
ob ligations which it involved. 

The menstrous dogmas of the 
various Gnostic sects pass away from 
the scene of history as fast as they 
enter it. Sabellianism, which succeeded, 
also ventured on a creed; and vacillating 
between a similar wildness of doctrine. 
and a less imposing ambiguity, soon 
vanished In its turn. 

But the Antiochene Schoo l. as 
represented by Paulus of Samosata and 
Arius, look the ground of an assailant, 
attacked the Catholic doctrine, and drew 
the attention of men to its diffieulties, 
without attempting to furnish a theory of 

less perplexity or clearer evidence. 
- The An'ans of the Fow1h Century, 

Longmans Greene and Co, 1 908 ed. p.26 
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world and the nex t  depen d s  o n l iv i n g 
the Bea t i tu d  • s .  B rot h e r  M.iC'hae l  d o e s  
n o 1  res i le  from the  chal l enge s  t h a t  
such l i v i ng pose s i n  o u r  m o d ern a n d  
h e d o n i stic worl d .  H i s  pre sen tat i o n  i s  
compellin g. 

A s  wid1 the  Com rn a u d men t s ,  m ere 
adherence to the l etter of t h e  Gospel 
w i l l  n ot s ati s fy  . .Each Beat i tu d e  cal l s  
for deep reflection on its fu l l  meanin g. 
One  migh t  ea� i ly �hru g off the te rm 
·peacemak.cr' in the Sev e1nh Beati tude
b e. I i  \'i n g th a t  i t  ap p l i e s t o  the
pol iceman or sold ier on  a peacekeepi ng
m i s s ion wi th n o  re l evance t o  t h e  
ord i nary p e rson.  B u t  a l l  p e o p l e  are 
cal l ed lO be peacemakers in th eir d aily 
l ife. 

A n d  w h a t  o f  the  reward s t h a t  O u r  
Lord o ffe rs? F'or example, peacemakers 
a re to b e  ca l led ·so ns of  Go d·. Bmther 
Mich a e l  s u gge s ts that  mak ing peace 
is doing C o d  s work of  re conci l i a t ion  
b e t w een p eop l e. i n  con fl i c t  so  t h a t 
pea cemak e rs are ent i t l ed  to enjoy that 
intimate rela tionship with God. 

In hi s d i s cu s s i on  of t h e � i gh t h  
B e a t i t u d e. B ro t h er M ich ae l  d raws  
a ttention  to  the reality that s u ffering fol' 
our  Fa ith is not so mething experieuccd 
m e re ly by t h ose w h o  s u ffe r  phys ica l 
persecu tion. A s  h e  note s :  ·'J f we sta n d  
u p against anti-Chri stian an d hedonistic
belie fs, i t  won " t  be lon g before we are 
singl ed ou t fro m t he cro wd . We w il l  b e
i n  li ne for rid icule." To ny Abbott co u ld
attest to this, b ut even a casual readi ng
of the d a i ly pre&s wo u ld emphasise t his 
conclu sion.

Brother M i ch ael ha s prod uced a 
ch allen gi ng but gen tle d em an d  for the 
re,1 de r to u n d erst an d and s u b m i t  to 
Ou r Lord's ce ntrepiece teachin g in Hi s 
Sermon on the .Moum. 

Thj s neat little book. i s  well laid o ut 
wiLh a s harp clean aod goo d-sized cyre. 
A most valuable appendix lists a n umber 
of q ue stiom ari sin g from each chapter·
as a basis for our personal meditations. 



BOOK REVIEW 

Are Political Minders tlie Fourth-and-a-Ha![ Estate? 

DIAGNOSING THE ILLS OF SPIN DOCTORS 

EVl N R O D D  (j iggin g 
l o  m i n d e r s fr o m
Labor premier  tu rn ,d
b a n k e r a t c h i k  B o b
CaJT's o l d  team ) plays
Tweed l e d e e  to J o h n
Howard's Tweedl edum.

Hence the perfect ti ming of th i s  book 
wh ich may n m  t ale. the L id off the can 
of m.in ders but d oes at least i.nse.rt a ti n
opener. 

Most rea d e rs wou l d  know t h e  t i t l e 
is pan of Stanley Baldwin's ce le bra t ed 
quot a t i o n :  " Wh a t  the Pre s s  seeks i s  
power  w i t h o u t  respons ib i l i ty, 1. h e  
prerogative of t h e  harlot throughout t. he 
a ges,' w h ich or ig i nated wi th Rudyard 
K i pl i n g, Ba ldwin ' s  cou sin, nor t he  first 
n o r  t h e  l a s t  ex-j o urna l i s t  to prov ide  
words for a polly. 

Dr Anne Tiernan, a p o st -do ccora l 
fellow of G riffith University's Centre for 
Governance and Public Policy, and the 
Au stral i a  and New Zea l and Sch oo l  of 
Government, sets th , coo l ,  d i scip l i n ed  
r one  of Ji er work by  c j t i  n g  t. h e  
n u m b er o f  m i n i ster i a l  s taff i J1 var i ous  
We s t m i n ster poli t ical systems .  Can ada  
�cores 201 , t he  Uni t:ed Kingdom, 78  and 
New Zea l a n d  5 1 .  Au stra l i a  (rev irwer's 
ari t h met i c) scored more that the three 
combined : 445, 

Th e growth of th i s  e�nraord in ary 
n u m b er she so urce s to the \Vh i t l am  
G overn m e n t  and goes  on to q u ote 
Wb i t l am's ven tri loqu ial spee chwriter, 
Graha m  F'reuden berg's book, A Certain 
Grandeur, spe ·i fi ca l l y  b i  b lami n g  one  
of Li onel Murphy's adv i s er s  for the  raid 
<m the A u s t ra l i an Sec:l lfity Tn t e l.l ige oce 
Organ i s a t im1 . a ra id h e  argu e s  that 
,er i ous ly  da m a o-ed b oth M u rphy's an d 
1.he  governmem's reputa tions.

She quo tes Freuden berg describing
m i n i s teri a l s t a ff i n  genera l as, 'a mob
o f  i nterlopers, freeloaders, ratbags and
carp etb aggers who h ad con t r ib u ted
n o t h in g  to the e lection of the La b o r
goYern ment and would soon er o r  later

Reviewed by ]A.M E S  Mt RR..-\\ 

Power Without Responsjbility 

By Anne Tiernan 
Un iversity of New South Wales Press 

rrp $34 .95 .  

destrny it:' 
Ca rpetbaggers is spot-on al though it 

has to be said Freudeubcrg's vehem ence 
may owe someth ing  to h i s  own initia l  
t ran s fe r  fro m  jou rnal i s m  to Arthur 
Ga lwel I' s staff Perhaps roman tici�ing an 
encoumer i n  tbe Melbourne of th early 
Sixt ies. this reviewer has a lways r houghr 
Fre u d en berg s o l d  his  t a l en t  short  by 
speechwrit j ng; he could have attained a 
pinnacle - edi tor of The Age, Melbonro.e. 

The Mu rphy a d viser is unnamed, 
ma.kin g for heavy irony i .n  Ti e rnan  

Seek i ng 
Truth a Waste 

of Time? 

A
s soon as it is he ld that any
be. l ief is tmportant for some 

other reas0n than that i t  is true ,  
a who le  host of  ev i l s  i s  ready 
to s pr i ng u p .  D iscou rage ment 
of i nqu iry . . .  is the fi rst of these, 
bu t  others a re pretty .su re to 
fol low. Positi ons of au tho rity 
w i l l  be oper;i to the o rthodox. 
H ist0rica l reco rd s m u st be 
fa l sifi ed if  they th row do u bt on 
r,ece ived op in io n s .  Sooner or 
later u northodoxy wi l l  come io be 
considered a crime . . .  I can only 
feel profouml mora l reprobation 
fo r those who say that  rel ig ion  
ought  to be bel ieved becawse it 
is useful ,  and that to ask whether 
it is true is a waste of t ime. 

- Bertrand Russel l ,  Why I am not a 
Christian. Al len & Unwir, 1957, chapter 1 4 .  
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r igh t !_\' em p h a s i s ing  the dereliction 
mrri nei l  to the continuing ukase against 
1denri .y ing i n in i �teria l  staffers involved 
in the i n famous  chilclre11  ov erboard 
e,·em. ;1 tunher  s h i ft i ll the  Howard 
Coalitior;� pract ice of the Westmins ter  
Sy!;rem. accordi □g: more with Pet-er Jay's 
sat ire . .  Te$. Jfini.stn: than conven t ion  
and  i n clud ing: PeH' f Re ith-, be ing  
awarded  a lucrari...-._. •�•n· r , e as p o s t i n g  
fo r  h i s  fonitudt: in r'='fu�i n g  w accep t 
ministerial ��pons-iliilm 

Jus t  how mud:, irr,,-�1-'omible power 
do min i s t eri.;.l staff.e-r� h;11 e? Tiernan 
ad mi t � :  'Defi n iti, ,: e,·id t' n ce of s taf f 

exercising executJ\-e ::i u ,!wricy i s  hard to 
fiud, however �pond.,ms ro t h i s  s tudy 
were of a strong ,·ie .. - th at th!.'  scope of 
s taff$ authoric�- - par.ic .i l ar ly ch i e fs of 
staff  and other ,enior �rnff - h a s  grown 
substantially s:i.t10c I 99R · 

She quote, Ausu-ahan De m o cra l  
M P  An dre,, Murr,l\· : ·'The numbers of 
staff empl oyed a-;; mim�r.-rial  a d v i sers 
bas exploded. As ha:. their power. The 
fu uction of �om e mim;,i:eral ;: caff and 
advisers has changed su  m uch over 
t he  l a s t  quarter of a cemu r�- tha t  they 
no longer j ust ad{is-e. The.,11 act and they 
exercire power [ empha.-;;i� ongmal] 

·on their uwn j •1dge m em. a n d
withou 1  reference w ot h e r» . t.hey m ay 
con tro l who has  acce,!'  to � [ i n i s ters: 
d e term i n e  what . :if,:.rm a r i o n  reac hes  
them and i n  1 1  h at iorm: regu late i nter
minisrerial. imt'r-dtcp:i.nmen tal and i oter
parliamentaf\ ,.-omacrs: make deci s i on s  
on b eha lf  of  m i n i s te r s  a _nd g ive 
d irection ;. to depan: ments an d  agencies 
[ em phasi � or igi n a l ] . In d o ing  t h e s e  
thing�. 1ht:'y are ind i stingui shable from 
an Assi�tanr \lini ,ler or a Parliamen tal)' 
Sec.retarv.' 

E.xct?pc. of course. that they are non
dec.tt'd thoui:;h taxpayer-funded. 

In 1 h i s  C:OJ 1 r> x t  of power w h at 
Tierna n doe;; n ot mention is the nex us 
t h a t· has  evo l ve d  between worlin g 
journal i s t s and ex-j o u rn al i st m i n d  · rs 



whe 1·e ioformacion is bartered for spin. 
It is a nexu that has helped t o  make 

m inding a c:areer choice for a s ign ifica uc  
num ber of jou.rnaljsts, a choice that doe, 
n ot in hib it th eir return to _ jo u rna l ism .
indeed often enhances drnt ret urn . 

It wo u ld have b een fascin at ing t o  
h ave had c heir cu rre n t vit>ws. Perhap s 
the jou rna ljsc wb o h as come clo�est to 
d escribing eh l'm- wich-chc- band wa rron 
aspect of m in d in g  i:. Bo b E !l i�- b u 1  lw 
races n eith er m em io n  n or q u o te .  No r 

d o  som eliru c- m in d c!'s Kerry o· B ri e n  
(Wh it.l a m  n ow AB C ), A la n Ra mse� 
(Hayd en n ow S I H) or Ge.orge i\egu ; 
(M urphy now S B S  . 

D a  id B arn et t. fra ;a e r  m i nd""r 
a n d H owa rd bi ogra p .h er., does r;1te a 
mention bm not a quote: Barrie Cb5id� 
(Hawke now /\, BC ) is 5imilarly treat e ·d. 
Tony Abbott. John Hewin minder ( nm\' 
Howard min i ster ' J.  5core� a menti()n plus 
a qnote. 

An d w ha t  a q uote: 'To wo rk 
extremely hard for s omeone els e to ge t 
th e cre d i t. to b e  co mplet e! fra n k  w i t h  
y o u r  b o ss ,  h u t  n t t er ly  d i  cre et w i t h  
e v e ry body  el se., t o  b e  d ee p ly i n vo lv ed 
in po l i t ics wi thou t  beco m ing  a p li ti cal 
pl aye r one self; a nd con sran r ly  tO j u d ge 
no t  wha t ' s  righ t so m u ch a s  what s ri ght  
for th e min is t e r  ta ke s  a spe c i a l  k i n d  o f  
vo cation

." 

Vo ca t i on'? Av o c a tion s u re ly ? Or 
way s ta t ion  0 1 1 t.h e road to  fe d eral  
parl i ament. 

Tie r n an  comes  1 0  t h e  concl u s i o n  
o f  h er work b y  re ferri ng t o  " t h e  w e a k
gov e rn ance fra m ework regu lat i n g
a n d  contro l l i ng  min i s teria l  s t af

f

' and
co n s i de rs, · 1 ht>  potent ia l  trajec tori e s
suggested by  the U .S .  exp eri e11ce'.

Her  fin a l  chap t e r  s u gge s t  re form s  
t o  tJ1e staffi ng system. Th ese. i n c l ud i n g  
m o re acco u n tab i l i ty a n d  a co d e  o f  
con d u ct, are tho u gh t  provok ing .  They 
w iJI  p rovo k e  act ion, however, only i f  
a count  is ta k en o f  the  nexus  t h at ha s  
evolved between work ing  j o u rna l i s t s 
a n d  ex-j o u mal i s t  m ind rrs w h e re 
information can he banered for spi n .  

Refo rm s  s h ou ld  a l so take a cco u.D L  
o f  three questions. first ,  has there ever
been a journal is t  who cross ·d over to
polf r ical minding, spi nning or what h ave
you for l ess m oney t han he wa-" getti n g
in journalism? Second, why don't med ia
organ i s ation s, wh i ch preach m arket
forCt"'S,  pay mo re to retain j ournalists?
Th i rd .  why d o  t h ey re- e m ploy t h em

I s  t h e  Wa r Ag a i n s t 

Terror i s m ?  

I
F T E R RO R IS M  were th e re a

l 

ene my, n on -Is lamic ter r or ist 
g ro u ps s u ch a s  the S h in ing P ath in P e ru wo u ld have to be 

mentioned by Western leaders more often than they are. 
Does th is m ea n  that Mus lims a re th e e nem y ?  [Da n iel ] P ipes 

doesn 't th in k so . S uch a view is ahistorical: Islam has never been 
a t  s u ch a low poin t  a s  it is today. Viewin g  Is la m  as the p roble m 
a lso turns a ll  M u sl ims in to e nem ies , whe n , in fa ct , the West has 
M u s lim a ll ies . H ere , P ipe s m e n t io n ed the Alg e ria n s ,  who h ave 
been vict ims of rad ica l lsla m ists during the last decade. I n  order 
to have ach ie va ble wa r aim s ,  P ipes stressed th e im po rta n ce of 
crea ting secu la r g oa ls . After a ll , the U n ited States is not engaged 
in a crusade against Is lam . 

Acco rd in g  to P ipes , th e tru e e n e m y is n o t a rel i g io n b u t  a 
po li tical ideology ca ll ed rad ical I sla m .  Ra d ica l l sl a mis ts believe 
t h a t  Is la m  is t h e  a nsw e r  to a ll  t h e  p ro b l e m s  i n  the wo rld . P u t 
a n othe r  way, rad ical Is la m  is th e tra n s fo rm a tion of fa ith i n to a 
tota l ita ria n  ideo lo g y. Li ke fa sc ism a n d  co m m u n is m  befo re it , 
rad ica l I s lam seeks world hege mo n y. Th e ru le of the T a l ib a n  i n  
A fg h a n ista n fro m 1 9 96-200 1 s h owed the n ig h tma re th at awa its 
t he  world if rad ica l lslam ists e ver ach ieve the ir dream of applying 
I s l a m ic law a c ross th e g lo b e .  A re g im e  t h a t  b a n ned t h e  fl y i ng 
of k ite s a n d  p re v e n ted w o m e n  a n d  g i rls fro m a tte n d ing sch ool 
is a t  od d s  with  the p ri nc ip les  of Weste rn civ i l iza t i o n . T h is is the 
reason why radica l I s la mis ts be l ieve that a clash of  c iv i l izations is 
u nderway.

T h i s  cl a s h  is often  e x p ressed v io l ent l y, w h eth e r  it i s  th roug h
ter ro r i sm i n  N ew York  o r  Lo n d o n , ci v i l  i nsu rre ct io n  i n  A lge r ia ,  
revo l u t ion i n  I ra n o r  c iv i l  w a r  i n  Afg h a n i s ta n .  B u t  P i pes w a rned 
o f  a seco n d  w i n g  of ra d ica l  I s lam t h at a ttem pts to ach ieve i ts
goals by wo rk ing  with i n  the system . For exam p le , the Eg ypt i a n
terro rist g roup A I -Ga m a ' a  a l - l s lamiya renounced v i o l e nce a fte r
i ts  1 99 7  attack: i n  L u xor  wh i c h  k i l l ed 57 tou ris ts .  T h i s  w a s  a
change of pol icy rather than  a change  of hea rt ,  a s AI-Gama ' a  a l
l s l amiya believed it had a better chance of im plementing its goals
peaceful ly. 

- 'Recru iting Sold fers Against Radical Islam. ' by Aa ron Hanscom.
FrontPageMagazine. com April 2 . 2007. Daniel P ipes is Director of the Philadelphia•based 

M iddle East Forum and ao expert on Islam.  

u s u a l ly o o  enhan ced  ttirm s, mak ing
the  cros�-ovcr  a career ch oice for a
significant n umber of them'?

No n e  of t h i ,  is to u n derva l ue 
Tierney's work., alth ough o cc.:asio nal l _v 
she s u ffers fro m  acronyruites. e.g., 
re ferr ing in the  text to the the Pri me 
M . in i s t er's Office as ( PM O )  hav i ng 
prov ided a. n  e arly Tab le  of Acro nyms. 
And as a lways with academic  texts 
scholar ly a ppa ra tu s tend . to C"ro d e  

g;<'neral readabi l ity. i n  tJ1is instance page 
refere nces  w ith i n  the text h ave to b e  
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li n .ked to the post- textual bi bliography. 
Fi n a l  t hough t :  i f  j o u r r ia. l i s ts ar<• 

The · Fou rt h  Es t a t e. w h a t  a re m i nders '? 
R i chard We s t  h o �  pr e •emp ted The 
Fi ft h Estate for pub l ic relat ion s people. 
Pol i t ical mind ers a re, pe r h ap s, Th e 
Founh-and-a- 1--1.alf Estate ,  a m o b  who 
need co be wat ched and 11amed as they 
go abou t  the i r  hus im•s� not ~ to extend 
Kipl i ng's tho ugh t  - pro tected by t h e  
anonym i ty  trad i t i onally acco r d e d  r n  
�tm mpets. 

le) Austn1l-�kdia Pt;v Ltd 2007 



Anarc�y and Sanctity 

Holy Days and Holidays 

HE eighteenth-cent or� t heorie� 
of the social contract h,1" t· be n 
exposed to much clums�- a;cici m 
in our time; in so far a� the\ 
meant that there is at the back 

-:..&-.a;.:.A:;& of all historic government an 
idea of content and o-operation. the�· , .. E-rc 
demonstrably right. But th � really were wrong. 
in so far as they uo-,,· sted that men had e,-er 
aimed at order or ethi directly hy a con5ciou� 
exchange of inter L Morality did not begin 
by one man saying to another ... I will nm hn 
you if you do not hit me'; there is. no tra ·e 
of such a transacLion. 111er � is a trace of both 
men having said, "\\le mu5t not hit each other 
in the holy place: They gained their morality by 
guarding their religion. They did oot cultivate 
courage. They fought for the shrine and found 
they had become conrageous. They did ooc 
cultivate cleanJine . They purified them elve_ 
for the altar. and found that they wer cle.an. 
The history of the Jews is the only early 
document known to most EngLisbmen and the 
facts can he judged sufficiently from that. The 
Ten Commandments which have been found 
substantially com111011 to mankind were merely 
military commands, a code of regimental order 
issued to protect a cert.a.in ark across a certain 
desert. Anarchy wa evil because it endangered 
th - Sanctity. And only when they made a Holy 
Day for God did they find the_v had made a 
holiday for men. 

- G.J,,,..Clw�tt'n:011. Ortli.11d,�r_v. Th� IJodlt_\ Head, London. 

]llQ!.!, PIJ 107- 108. 
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BOOK REVIEW 

Patrick Francir Cardinal Moran 

A PRINCE AMONG AUSTRALIANS 

T WILL corn as no smpnse 
that a biography of Patrick 
Francis J,,foran should have 
enrou ntered a little light 
turbu le.nee during its take
oil'. Until now, as we alJ know, 
there has been no foll Lffe of 

Cardinal Moran. There were excellent 
essay, by A.E. Cahill, Patrick O'Farrell 
and other scholars. but no complete 
biography. Gard inal .Pell decided to 
commissioJJ one. After dL1e cousideration, 
he Commissiooed Philip Ayres - the 
writer of well-received biographies of 
Mawson of Antarctica. Owen Dixon of 
the High Courr, and Malcolm Fraser 
of Nareen. He would bring great 
scholarsbi.p and proven i.ndependence 
of mio.d to a story that bas aroused., ancl 
still does arouse. strong and sometimes 
clistorting passions. 

The understanding was of coarse 
that Philip be free to interpret the 
a1·cbival and other data as he saw fit. 
The Cardinal only asked that he finish 
the book ill a r··asonable time. Philip 
thought three years or so should be 
('Dough. 

·When news of th, comm1ss10n
became public, one or two Sydney 
voices were raised in alarm. Philip, 
rhey declared, came from Melbourne! 
He did not have the decency to be of 
Trish descent! He·d even been baptised 
a Lutheran. Hi& Lhree-year deadline was 
uoprofessional! Someone had disagreed 
with something or other in one of his 
books! 

It soon became apparen l that his 
main shoncomiug was none of these 
drea<lfu I ha11dicaps but the fac.t that 
Cardinal l'e!I had chosen him. No one 
selected by Hj, Eminence would ever 
satisfy them. Philip·s imple re ponsc 
was, Wait and see. 

We have waited, anJ we can all now 
see what a aluable comributioo he 
has made not only to Catholic but to 
Aumalian history. 

Reviewed by Pnrn CoLE�IA:'.\ 

Prince of the Church - Patrick Francis
Moran, 1830-1911 By Philip Ayres. 

Publisher: The Miegunyah Press/MUP. 
RRP $55. Available from 

most booksellers. 

It will 5urely breathe life back into 
Mackermars 5tatue of Moran, often seen 
but not pondered, on the steps of this 
Cathedral. 

The poim is that Moran belongs lo 
the history of our country, not only 10 
the liberal sectaries of Sydney. 

This Irishman became an Australian 
who has influenced us all. He was first 
and foremost a cardinal wbo. as Philip 
puts it. -had d1e moral courage to 
defend Lhe Cburch·s teachings publicly 
in the face of hostility. whereas most 
archbishops prefer a quieter life." 

But he wa also an eloquem advocate 
of Federation in an age of States Rights. 
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He supported the early trade unions 
and tbc labour movement. He defended 
tbe Empire. distinguishing it from 
British imperialism. He championed 
Asian im111igrntion in the age of Whitt" 
AuHralia. He spoke up for ·the Jews 
of Hus�ia at a time of pogroms. He 
oppo�ed heavy-hande<l censor,hip: 
When told that 2000 titles .had been 
removed from tbe lnde,x of Prohibited 
Books, be said that another 2000 would 
still. not lw enough. He helped shape 
modern Australia. 

Philip's is also a portrait - warts 
and all. The title Prince uf the Clmrch 
seems to have been carefully chosen. It 
surelv means more than the honorific 
title conventionally confen-e<l on any 
cardinal. 

r think he had in mind prince in che 
sense chat Machiavelli used it in his // 
principe - a bit of a despot, determined 
to get his ow:o way. unable to admit 
errors, a manipulator with a superb 
inr lligence apparatus, a disciplinarian 
who subdued his. province. 

To illustrate Philip's approach, let's 
start wiLh Moran's political position . 
Philip does not follow Fr. Patrick Ford 
who . a'\v Moran as a crusading anti
-Marxist, au anti-communist avant I« 
leure. But Moran was not., Philip says, a 
political ideologue. He was not engaged 
with Marxism or anti-Marxism. He 
simply opposed any and every doctrine 
teaching or tolerating political violence 
of any kind - from F'enianism to 
Parnell.ism to anarchism. 

Philip also thinks A.E. Cahill 
misjudged Moran in treating him simply 
as a Labor Party man. He certainly 
encouraged che Labor Party and che 
trade unions. He sympathised with 
the working man and the economic 
underclass. But .Philip notes that, 
whatever his feeling for the Labor pan:y, 
Moran regularly voted against it i.□ his 
electorate of King. 

He voted for tlie conservative 
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scourgc of Labor: C or e R id .  ( 1--fe 
l iked to joke that the orher cand ida ce_ 
were even worse ! )  The poin t  i \\ <' 
should coustrue hi, pol i t ical taternen r :.  
cautiously. 

J t's tempt.i ng to spt:cu l a te  where 
Muran would have stuo<l in tht:  Labor 
Spl i t  o f  th<'  1 9 .5 0s. Te mpt i n g but 
pt'rlrn p � fvol i o d t .  A fter a l l . Mu1·a 1 1  d i d  
n ot l ive t h rough t lw  two  wor lcl wan,, 
Stal i n i �m. Hit lerism and sc many of the 
horror� or the twe.n rie1.h cemury. 

B u t  ir we had to speculate .  I wou ld 
,av  d 1 at 1 h er� t:.rn be  l i n lt'. d o u b L  that 
t>arl) uu lu: ,l ou Jcl  Jrn ,·e c: n couraged 
the  Labo r [lj g li r . tht: moclc:ra t  . •  and 
oppo . .:d Dr £, au·,; l eacle.r hip. Wou ld  
he tbeu ha ve been <lr3\\ u to t h  OLP? 
Perhaps, and perhap not .  \\ Ii • Dever 
we rhink wP han� his meas u re. ht> wi l l  
surpnse us. 

A second (ie ld of con t rover .v i n
wh ich Phi l ip b1"i n�� au  i udcpendem 
jude:mem to b"ar i �  U l l' O- H a rJ 1 1 C a sc 
of l 900- 1 9  1 ,, hf'n a bv k m a k e r  
a o d  fornwr Teq cri keter, A rt hur 
Cun ingham. s u ed for  d i vorc·•� n aming 
Card inal Moran· s p ri 1 ate �ecretary. Dr 
Deni, O'Haran. as y, -re, pondent . 

Tht' acli nn fai led. Tlw j u r') l'n u 1 1 d  for 
Dr o·F laran .  AJmo t -- .,. e r� c1 ,n 1 1 1 1e1 1 tator 
or h i �tori an  agrees t h a c  th • j u ry had llfJ 
d10iet> - i n  t l, e  l igh c  o f  r h , • <'V i d t> n c e  
before i t  for  h i s  par1 �  C a rd i 1 1 a l Mora n 
saw i t  as the v ind i at ion of a Cad 1o l ic 
hero a n d  t h e  def ac o f  a .. ct i a b n l icul
conspinq. Yet man� .i ud iciou s
observer rroted from tile !'tart t.bat 
1 he j u ry di<l nm fintl that Coningha.m· 
allegation wai. wron�. uni} thac i r  wall 
not e,,tabfo hcd. Ph i l i p  goe� furr hcr. 
H c  i� rhe fir,,r $C'ho la r cc, talc M r. 
Conin�ham·, ,-ide in tht'.foro.rr. 

He \\ i l l  not com'in et> eYel'yhody. but 
he L� sad<.fie-cl thn Dr O"Haran ancJ M r · 
Coningham clid commi t  aclult1::r y.

fk n· l i e ,  on her  privat e l e tters, 
part i l' u l .1 rlv one to h e:-r h u sband i n  
,, hi(•h ,,he  assert� t h e  adultery. f f  we do  
1 1ot  ::u:ce pt t his  statemen1.. then eit her  
she 11. as del usional, and 1 h e:- re i �  no t  
the , li ghtest ev idence  t h at she  wa s. nr 
"he was know i n g ly lytng. and in t h e  
i rcu ms t a nccs o f  lh i ij  p rivate l rner, i t  

i s  h a rd ( I  won'1 say impo s ib l e ) to see 
why. Ph il ip will not  end lhe  ;irguruent. 
bu t  he hai. made a re!'h contribution t 
it. 

In a las:c �,Xample l find roy�df i11 
partial d i&agrel"mcnt with Phil ip. I rend 



t h e  f ac ts ,  w h kh h e  p r  sents  so w e l l , 
S O l ll l) W h a t  d i f fe r en t ly . H e  sees Mor a n  
as al toge the r  too com bat i ve. He '"'ne v er 
encou ra d a cohcsi • Ausm1lian .ociet · 
at the c ul tu r a l l e v  I , qui te  th c n rra. r y :
Hc pr om oted a nar r  w "tri be memalit) - . 
He lended "to ghettoise Catholics� and 
in.flame Prote IJUlt bigotry. 

Moran died a I mo ,  t I 00 year s ago. in 
1 9  I I .  Cathol i and Prore cane tri bal ism 
and  b i go t r y clear )� l i n ge re d long afte r  
h i s l i f e -time. I a rn  rn re th ere a few here 
who recall tho se d is ta n t  t lay � i n  S ydney 
w h en e v ery t w e l f ch  o f  J u ly  ( or o n  t h e  
n e a re s t  S u n d ay ) a c h a p  on a w h i te 
ho rse wo u l d  r i d t h ro u  h · i t , s cr  ets to 
cel ebrate K in i:1 B i l l , '. I g n d n r_ , v i cto r

_ 
i n  t h e  Ba t t l e o f  th e B oyn e  in 1 6 90 a nd 
gen eraH) t o  ha m mer 1.h e Cath olics. 

ff yo u  a re too ) "O u n g  to re m em b er 
him. yo u  m a�· ha v h ea rd of t hat 
amazi ng O1:: wspa p er, The Roel., wh i ch 
e ach veek pu bl i h ·d its won derfu l 
re velati on of sla ves esca ping from 
C:uholi lau nd ries and of a l l  sorts o f  
dnadful goi ng -on i n  n u n neries and 
mo nasteries. 

The last iss ue l sa \v dei10 11 1 1ced th is 
ve ry Cacli ecl ral for 1 ing i 1 1g its bells early 
·i n th e morn i n gs w ii h the deli b e ra t e 
i ate ntion of d is w rb i ng the s lee p of the 
good P rotestants of Wo ol lo mooloo. 

So me i.ncurnb le nostalg ics may even 
reg ret the· pos i n  of chat t·olou .rful e ra. 

The poinl is it had beco me a co mic 
sideshow. The great ag of sectaria n 
bitte r ness had passeu. The re we re 
seriou debate still to come particularly 
over state aid to C.ttholic schools. But 
today the ma. i n  deba tf' i over State Aid 
to Protesta nt sch ool  the rich ooes. 

How and why d id ch is ectariani  r n
f ade and mo rt> or le s d i�appea r? I t
was not jusl l he efflux io n of t i me, t he 
move ment of wo r ld h is to ry. I bel ieve 
thal most assessmen ts. iocluding
Ph i l ip 's u nderestima te the ro le that 
Mo ran p layed i u  · l i m i na ling it . He 
did not do it by appea ing P rete ta m 
fa natics. lm1c<·d he en joyed baiting and 
p rovok inp: them - a nd the public at 
large enjoyed hL p rovocation and may 
e,ren have e nrou raged th m. 

He nnde rmin d che bigo ts by his 
unco mp r omis ing de re l'm iuatio n  Lo 
co nso l idatt• the Catbo l i  cornmun f ry. 
strengt hen i <s ins L itu tio n  \ aod e s tab l i sh 
it as a nac o ral a rni essen t ial onsLituent 
o f  the p lu ra l ist soci ty in Au st ralia . He 
may not , as so me c r i t i cs in , i s t.  have 

[ M o r a n ]  aggress i ve l y  

ins i sted o n  t h e  r ights of the 

C h u r ch and of Cath o l ic s .  

H e  d emanded j u s t i ce a nd 

respect and he won them. 

done nearly e n ough to e n roura ge 
UH' re cover y of a rich r thPology or 
c h e  ren e w a l  of ch olas c i c  p h i l osophy. 
( Ph i li p  say s  he d id  m o re t J1 an is u s u ally 
a ckno w l rd gt'. d . B u t  h e  w a s  t .l1 e  gre a t  
b u ilde r. 

He t rt> b l e cl t h e  n u , u be r  o f  
C a t h o l i c  sch o o l s ,  w i t h o u t  s ta t e  a i d  

- a n  ex t ra o rd i n a ry a d1 i  v e m e n t. Re 
q u i n t u p le d  hi s n• l i gi o u  t e a c h er s, 
c s c a hl i s h ed t h e  sc m ina 11· a 1  Ma n i) . ai1d 
Fi na n ce d  th e com p leti o n  of t M ar) ' 
ca thed ral. To q u o te Ph ili p : •G ui l ds, 
a socia1io n s, o cietie , confra ternitieS
pariicul.ar de votions - the e ar of che 
essence of the Moran period� 

He aggressively in istcd on the rights 
of d1 Ch urch a od of Catholics. He 
dmn an ded j u sti c a n d re pect and he 
wo n rhem. 

S o  I fi nd m y  �I
f' u ra w n back to 

a m o u l d -brea k i n g es�ay, ·· Th !' Iri sh 
an. d Au st ral ia n H istory," by my o ld 
friend Pat r ick O'Fa rr· I I  published i n  
Quad rant some :3 0 years ago. Bring i ng 
au ou ts ider '� e_vc - r ca n ·t sa)' a 
fore igner 's eye, buc a New Z alu ntler 's 

- to Australia u affa ir , be argued that 
the key to the Aus tra l ian character is 
to be fou nd. not in the u n f o ld i ng of 
.B rici�h va lues or of ·o m pio neering 
democ rntic etho but in the very conllict 
and col l i  ·o n of our compo nem cu ltures 

- and the balance lruck between Ll1em,
We n 'e el not agree- w i t h  him t h a t

t h e  Tr i sh C a t holic ' w e r  the dyna m ic, 
t h e  only dynamic. i 1 1  u t ra l ian  h i  · to r)', 
bu t they cen a.i.n l p i n  ed a hug role in 
establi sh ing  o u r  p l u ra l i s t  society a n d  
i ls pl u.ra l i � t  th ic. ' o  one, I bel ie, e,, 
contributed m o re to this  t han Patrick 
Franci Mo ran. 

1n these remark 1 have co 11cen trated 
on che A u  t ra l i a n  ch apt rs of Pn·nce of 
the Ch urrh.. T b a ve n o t  d i _ u s s  d c h e  
sec ti o n s  on Romt: (i n t l 1 c  e r a  of t h e  
Ri s o rg i me n t o )  o r  l r e l a 1 1 <l  ( i n  t h e  a ge 
of r e be l l i o n . a n d  of eh · Fi rs t  Ya t i ca 11 
C o u n c i l ) .  Th ey too a re cn l i v  n e d  a s  
always by Philip's ind pcn d t·nco of m i n d  
a n d  eye fo r tell i n g  d e t a i l .  I s tro n gl y  
reco m meod them. 

V. e o  Ph i l i p  w a ,  re ea rc hing an 
ea rl i er b o o k  n a n ci em Ro m e, l 
beli eve that he prayed fo r  help co t he 
first cen tu ry martyr and ain c Fla ia 
DomiciJ la. Tt wa clearly cff. ·ctive and, 

n th e basis of thjs pre-c den t, prayer 
can be recommend d ro a.I I Au trali:1 1 1  
scholars and acad em ic�. l do n ot k.now 
co whom he praye d for help with thi s 
s plendid biography. 81 11 it workeJ again 
and we can a ll warm ly congratulate 
Philip on a fascinat ing co n trib ution to 
the h istory of t he church a .n d the srory 
of Aus rra lia. 

PETER COLJo:MAN i$ a former o:d i tor ur Tiu

Bulletin and QuudrwrL M« sp<'lll some yca1-s in tl,e 
Sta te aud Pederal Par li mo:nr A1non1? his 01hcr 
book� a.re an aucobiognplrical vo lume enmlcd
J11emoir.r '!fa S!o,,- uumn; in d 7'1,r Smitfgl, far the 

,J/i,1,/ of Postuvu Europe 'Tius call,, "°'"' gi,· 11 3
1 

St 
\l.uy's Cath dr.1.I Cl apt« H u �. Jut 12. 200�. 011
d,e occasion of the ofli al lau11ch 1;( Phi lip Ayr ·s
biography of Cardinal Mor,m, 

'Private Mo ra l ity' 

a nd the fam i ly 

T
HERE IS A pa radoxical t ru th unde rlying the very natu re of the fam ily. 
Not only is one not justif ied in thinking that religion arbitrarily introduces 

natu ral relationships Into the sphere of divine realities: the opposite is 
the truth. One must recogniZe that these so-called 'natura l

' relationships 
which can never be reduced to merely empirical data, not only symbolize 
tra nsce ndent relationships towards which they focus our minds, but they 
te nd, inexo rably. to co l lapse and to dissolve in exact proportion as these 
same tra nscendent relationships are misunderstood and denied. 

In other wo rds. contra ry to the i l lusion fostered by 'Humanism .' one 
must affir m  that family relationships, like all human affairs, when left to 
themselves

, 
p resent no consistency or guarantee of stabi lity . It is only 

whe n  they are referred to a supernatu ra l order of which we can grasp only 
the vaguest out l ine , tha t they take on an authentically sacred character . 

- Gabrie l Ma rcel ,  Homo V/8tor, Pro/egom8fles a un8 Metaphys/que de l"tsper8r!C8 , Aub1er , 
Edi tions Mo ntaig ne , 1944 , pp 13 1 - 132 . Tra nslation : Pau l Stenhouse 
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I SLAM IC FU N DAMENTALISM 

Christian Children targeted by lslamist Slavers 

O SAMA GROUP I N  SLA VE RAC K
E

T 

H E  s lave trad e rs cam e 
for I 0- ye ar- old Ak as h 
Aziz a s  he playe d cops 
a n d  ro b b e r s  i u  h i s 
d u sty vil l ag<'. i n  e.i stern 
Pu njab. 

A. kash, �1 i ll  in 1be maroon j u mper and
tie he had woro to school th at da , w as 
preten d ing to be a "robber': 

B u t  a s  he cro u ch ed b e lt i n d  a wa ll, 
waiting for the schoo l frien d des ignated 
as the �cop" to fin d h i m ,  a large m a n  
wi th a tu rban and a b eard grabbed him 
from b e h i n d  an d da m pe d  a do t.h ov e r  
h is nose and mou rh b ef ore h e  cou l d  cry 
for help. 

He  re ca l l s  a s tran ge s me l l  a n d a 
ch oking s en s a ti on .  "T I1e n I f ai n ted," s a id  
Akash, a de l ica te littl e  b oy from a l ovi ng 
famiJ ' who takes pri d e  in h i s  enthu si asm 
for Engli sh le ssons. 

Aka s.h w oke up in a d a rk room w i th  
a bare b rick floor  and  oo window s. 'Ibe 
heat  was su ffocat ing .  As h e  l angu i shed 
there ove r  the next  m o n rh ,  1 9  nt l 1 \>r 
pa n i c - s t r i cke n  boys  w e re t h rown  i n  to 
the room with him. 

The chi ldren, al l Chris c ian s, had fallen 
i nto t h e  han d s  o f  Cul K han, a wea l thy 
I s lamic mi litant and leading memb e r  nf 
Jamaat-ud Daawa . a group l inked to the 
al-Qa'ida terro rist n etwork. 

Khan lives near P akistan's border with 
Afghanistan, but  when in the Punj a b  
h e  s tays at t h e  JUD's  headqua rters  i n  
Muridke, near Lahore, where young men 
can be seen pracri s ing mart ial ans wi r.b 
batons on rol l in g green l awns patrol led 
by guard s with K al ash .n i kovs. 

Osama bi n Laden funded  the ce mre 
i n  the late 1 990s .  

The JUD, wh ich cla ims to help the  
poor, says it  bas created a "pure Islamic 
environment" at Muridke that is  superior 
to Westem "depravity': 

Khan's  activities explode that myth. 
He p l anned to se l l  hi s young captive s 
to che  h i gh est b idder, whe ther  i nto 

.By MARtE Co L n \
Mu R.JD K E, PA .KJ sn:-.-

domestic servitude o r  the sex. trade. Th.:' 
boys knew only that they were fo r ,ale_ 

This is the s tory of t he mi se ry rha1 
Ak.ash an d his fri e o d s, aged six. to 1 2. 
en d ured in ca p tivity; o f t he ir re scu e 
by C h ristia n missionaries who b o u g ht 
their freed om a nd t ri ed to exposP 
the kid na ppers ; a n d  o f t he ch il dre n ' s 
1·eu n io ns with thei r fam i l i es, wh o h ad 
tho ught them dead. 

Last week 1 had the privilege of taking 
s ix o f  the boy s home to th e ir pare nts, 

Sau d i s  charged 
with Slavery 

H
omai da n  Ali A I-Turki, 36 , and his
wife, Sa rah Khona izan , 35 , appear 

to b e  a mode l imm ig ra nt couple . 
They arrived in Ame r ica in 2000 and  
now live with t heir fou r  ch ild ren  in an  
u pscale Denver suburb. Mr. AI-Turki is 
a g raduate student in lingu is ti cs at the 
Univers ity of Colorado, special izing in 
Arabic intonation and focus prosody. He 
donates money to the Linguistic Society 
of America and is chief executive of AI 
Basheer Pub lications and Translations, 
a bookstore specia l i z ing in t i tles 
about Islam. Last week,  however, the 
F B I  accused the coup le of ens laving 
a n  I ndones ian woman who is in her 
ea r ly 20s .  For four years, reads the 
i noictment , !hey created •a cl imate of 
fear and intimidation th rough rape and 
other mea[)s . •  _ _ _  The two Saudis face 
cha rges of fo rced tabor. aggravated 
sexual abuse, document servitude, 
and harboring an alien. If found gu�ty, 
they could spend the rest of their l ives 
in prison. The government also wants 
to se ize the Gouple's AI-Basheer bank 
account to pay their former slave 
$92,700 1n back wages . .' 

- Daniel Pipes, 'Saudis import sla\/es to 
America. '  New Yod( St.Jn. June 1 6 ,  2005. 

On August 31 . 2006 Homaidan Ali al-Turlli
was sentenced to 27 years in gaol, and
his wife and family were deported. The

defense said many of the allegations were 
simply misconstrued cullural d ifferences. 

or what attorney John Richilano called 
•cynical lslamaphobia.'
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in d u d i n g Aka s h . The as ton is hrne n t  o f  
moth er;c :m d fathe r, wh o had g ive n up 
hope- a.n d the fen ·ent. tearfu l e mbraces 
made the-,e ;omo:: of the rnos.t e motional
=e, I ha, e wime�sed. 

Thal jo �· "' a5 a k,ng time comi ng. In 
ca p1i,i1�- - the l:, _ 1_\ , we re o rd ere d n o t  
t o  t.alJ.:. pr a� ,r f' ld._\ . Fh·e of them were 
playing � P.1ki m.T. 1 -:>qui, alt:'nt of "p ap er, 
,cissor;.. ro,d.- :. r- j"n \\ hen the guard s 
burs[ in an<l b,;c-J t &,em ,arngdy on th eir 
bach and h�2d; On a .no rher o cc asi on , 
_i\kash " a,, �_ - � t.,...,_ . , tr u ck by gu ards 
yelling: -- \\ 'b.�r :- m \ t r hr: ;use?'' 

'· l kep t telling them. · We ha ve 
noth i ng-:- he saici -J wa;; _ o  afra id  they 
w o u l d  go back au d rob mr father and 
mo th er.'· lr is paj11 fui t o  imagine blows 
ra ining d o -w n on  the n b ;  o f  ; ;o sligh t a 
figure. 

The gu ards mo�y s..:i1 c- u r; ide  playing 
c ards .  The bo, ;; "' ere alJow ed  out  of  
the i r  room on JJ to u ;; c  a filth.- h o l e - in 
the-groun d  la'l' atc� - .\.II  th e �- u u ld see 
were the high wall,; ar ound dw two 
room building th,;.1 ;, a.;; the i r  prison. The 
other room was .tlv. iY;; i;.Ppt !r,cked. 

The children w e re f.-d -nee  a d ay on 
chapatis and dhal r>t,t t1':'.·, er en ough. 

I first s aw A.ka;h r n  :: pho ro g r aph  
among those of :!( be:, , ,, +, o were h eing 
touted for sale ill Quetu. r.he capita l  of 
Baluchi stan on ih- A- ;:�ani;t :m border. 
not0rious  as a sm , g! ;>rs' paradi,;e  and  
home to  fugi c fres o :  thtc Taliban and a l 
Qa'ida. He wa�  j ust a.iwrher black market 
commodity alon� w ith guns. grenades 
and hashish. 

Unbeknm1 n to Aka5h. a Pa k. i s ra n j  
Ch ri ; ti2J1 m i s sionarT and an A m er i ca o  
f"Yangel i sl w h n ru ns a t iny char i ty 
ca l l e d  Help Paki s tani  C hildre n, had 
seen tbe  b oys' photographs  and t aken 
up the ir  c au s e . Neither man is w il l ing 
t o  b e  id en t i fi ed  to day for fear  of the 
consequences. 

A n  e l ab ora t e  st i n g  was  s e 1  up .  The 
Pak i s t a ni missi onary w o u l d  pose a� 



a La hore b u s i n e s s m an named A m i r  
seek ing b oys tO u se as begga rs w h o  
would give their cash t o  him. 

The two men wou!d collect e,ridenct' 
that co u ld be u sed in any police act ion 
aga i n s t  the k id n appers . ··we k n e w  i t  
we j ust puschased the b oys. t he  s !aver5 
wonld jus l  res t0ck. We would be fuelling 
the s lave trade.:• sa id the  US  evangel.ist. 
who asked to be referred to as '"B rother 
David". 

Th e t w o  m e n  h a d  no i d ea how 
hazard o u s  their enterprise was  u n t i l  
A m i r  used some  b lack ma rket contacts 
tu e n gi neer a meeti n g  wi th Khan a n d  
discovered his l i nks t o  the JU D. 

"We real i s ed  we were ou t  of o u r  
depth;' Brot her Da vid sa i d  rue fu l ly. B u t  
they persevered. 

Amir played  h.is par t  wel l .  Wi t h i u  a 
week he had b ought th ree of the boys 
fo r $ U S 5000 ($6600 ) and  p u t  down 
a $U S2500 deposi t o n  the 1 7  ot h e rs, 
includiug Akash. 

The first three were handed over on 
a Q u et t a  s tre et in A pril and retu rned 
to their  fami l ies .  But  Khan  w a nt!' d 
$U S28.500 for the l ot .  H e  µ,ave Am i r  
two months t O  come up w:i th t h e  m o.ney, 
�ay ing h e d i d  no t  m i n d  i f  t h e  d eadl i ne 
wa s mi s sed - he cou l d  earn more if h e  
sold them fo r  their organs, h e  said. 

B rnther Dav id went home to the U S  
t o  ra i se  fnn cls .  A m ir travel led agai n and 
aga in  to Que tta, taking K han t o  l u n ch. 
He enliste d pol ice officers who imi. ted 
rhe eve n tu al t ran sactio n be record e d  
w ith a s e cret c amera so t h e  evi dence 
against Kha n  would be i rrefutab le .  

Twelve d ays ago, AmiJ- received a call 
from Khan summoning him lo a meet ing 
at a crossroads  on a d i. rt road near the  
JUD's Muridke camp. 

Amir finally found hi, quarry under a 
large shady tree, where he w as sitting on 
a rope bed w h ile a11 acolyte. massaged 
his shou l d er s .  �You h ave the money?'" 
Khan asked. 

'iVhen Amir handed him tlie cash iu a 
black kn apsack he e,;,::amin •d it bri s kly. 
But he bro ke his promise to h and  over 
the boys there and the n. 

�1 will check the dollars are real first," 
Khan  said .  "If your dollars are good, you 
w i l l  {!:et the ch i l d r  n." A. 1 1otber anxious  
wait ensued. Fi nally, a ca l l  came. through 
fro m A m i r's assis tant in the d e a d  of 
night. 

Akash  had  j ust been dropped off by 
rhe s ide of a roa<l T .'i m i m l l fis' <lrivf' from 

.J L D head quarters w ith the remain ing. 
1 7  boys. 

I d rove 1 h ere immed i a teh- a n d  
fo u n d  Aka�h as leep o n  a plast ic m a t  
surrounded bY h i s  I 6 friend,. 

.-\ s r h e  ch i l d re n  awoke. the 
b e w i l dermen t  showed i.n rheir e\·es . 
The fi r s t  t a s k.  of th e m i ss i onar i e ;:  was  
to reas . u.re them.  b u t  few �eeme d  to 
b e l ieve  B rother  Dav i d  when he sa i d :  
""We w i l l  p rotect yo u .  W e  w i l l  take you 
home  to you r  mothers and fathers. The 
bad men who took you are gone."' 

Not one boy smiled. It had beeD too 
long since they h ad dared to hope. 

Akash shook as we approached his  
v i i i  age. f t hought b e  wou l d  col lapse .. 
The n  c ame  a qu i et. up l ift i n g_ moment  
that brought tears to  my eyes. 

He had not even reached the d o or 
of h i s  house  b e fore b i s  gra n d .mother, 
wrapped in a colou rfu l sh awl, engu lfed 
h i m  in an embrace in the  d irt al l ey  
outside� her face  lit up with delight. 

Akash ' s  mo the r  was so strangely 
impa s s i l"e i t  made m e  a n gry u n ti l  1 
r •al i sed she was wo shocked to take i n  
t h e  fact t h e  s o n  s h e  b ad C' h ough t w a s  
d e .id  wa" sn uggl ing u p  to her. Fi nal ly. 
,he  h u gged h i rn, ki ss ing h i m  over and 
m·er aga in  on the top of his head .  "'We 
were hopele  ;· s h e  sai d .  ''H i s  fathe r  
sea rched a n d  sea rch1;•d .  We prayed . But  
we thought he was  g:one.·· 

B rother Dav id  am! A m i r  are ready  
to  p resent  rh e i r  do s .&ier of ev id e n ce, 
including the secret rape of K han taking 
the money for the boys. 

In a l most any other cou ntry, an 
investigation i.nto Khan and his work for 
the J U D  won ld  b e  automa tic. I t  is not 
so simple i n  Pak istan.  Presi d e nt Pervez 
M us h a.rra f  has ann o u n ce d  n u merou s 
crackdowns  o n  rel i g i o u s  01 i l i tan t s ,  
b u t  the extrem ists co nti n u e  to gath e r  
strength. 

The Pers i stence of 
Slavery i n  I s lam 

T
H E  BBC reported i n  March 2007 that slave ra ids "were a
common feature of Sudan's 21 -year  north-south war, wh ich 

ended  i n 2005  . . . .  Accordi ng to a study  by the Kenya-based 
Rift Va l ley I n st itute ,  some 1 1 , 000 young boys and g i r ls  were 
se i zed a n d  ta ke n across the in tern a l  border  - many  to the 
states of South Darfur  and West Kordofan . . . . Most were forcibly 
converted to Is lam,  g iven Mus l im names and told not to speak 
the i r  mother  tongue . "  One modern-day  Sudanese C h r ist i an  
slave , James Pareng Al ier, was kidnapped and  enslaved when 
he was twe lve  years o l d .  Re.l i g i o n  was a majo r  e lement  of 
his ordeal : " I  was forced to learn the Koran and re-ba pti sed  
"Ahm ed . "  They told  me that Ch ristian ity was a bad rel ig i o n .  
After  a t ime w e  were g i ven m i l itary trai n i ng and they told u s  
w e.  wou l d  be sent t o  f i ght . "  Al ie r h a s  no i dea o f  h i s  fam i l y ' s  
whereabouts . Bu t  whi le non-Musl ims s laves are often forcibly 
co nve rted to I s l am , t he i r  convers i on  does not lead to the i r  
freed0m . . . .  [S lavery] is rooted in the Qur'an and Muhammad's 
example .  The Musl im  prophet Muham mad owned slaves , and 
l i ke the B ible , the Qu r ' an  takes the ex istence of s l ave ry for
g ranted . .  , . The Qur 'an even g ives a man perm iss ion to have
sexua l  re lat ions with his s l ave g ) rls as  we l l  as with his wives,:
(23; 1 -6) , A Muslim i s  not to have sexual relations with a woman
who is married to someone else - except a s lave g i rl :  (4 :24 ) .

• F rom 'The Persistence o f  Islamic Slavery.' by Robert Spencer. July 20. 2007
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CATHOLIC CULTURE 

Reflections on Med/ugorje and a �\eu· :3prin,gtime jor Christianity 

ANSWER TO GLOBAL 

LUKEWARMNESS 

n l h f• i , l a 1 1 J o r  
Pa u 1 1 0 , . S t  Jolrn th e 
[ Y a r > )!. e l i � t . u n d t" r  
rlw in .spiral.ion o f  tht' 
H oly Spirit. rccordl•d 
h i s  v i s i o  l l  ,. Th i s  i s  
th e Bo,,k 1!f Rr:1:elation 

ur The ..Jpocul1jpsc. J n  it l i e  qume, Our
Blessed Lord a� sayi n 1;  of a particular 
chu rch, ··how I wish YOll were either hut 
or cold, the l u kewarm f will vomit om nt' 
my mouth.'. G iwn les, than live percent 
of Australia n Cath ol ic ,choo! gra d u ate� 
practise thei r fa i th one could stale that 
die ch url'h. in this lirst century vision, 
is comparable wi th  how it currently is 
in Austral ia. Bu t don't bla me the youth 
- they are not the architect, of this cris is.

With an e\ er secu l a r  and  pennis�ive 
m ass mt"d i a  con sta n t ly prop aga t i ng  
fear d riven diversio nal therapv. s u ch a ,  
t h e  a lm ost hy�terical gl ubal w arming 
campaign. we have indeed become numb 
to a11 i n fi ni tdy greater dan)5er - that of 
�:l obal l u ke-warn1 i ng.  Theo logians i.:al l 
1h i �  i ndifference. 

l\farn other ,;ou ntries art? in a s imi lar  
sp i ri t ua l  coma , So it  i s n" t  , u rp ri s i n g  to 
re fl e ct th a t  s o m e  of t h C'  fi r�t reported 
word , fro m Medjugorj e  in 1 98 1  were : 
�1 ha\'e i.:oiut· to tell the world t h a t  God 
exist5:' 

[ would lu\'e tu ,ay that my childhood 
devo t i o n  tu Our L ady a n d  m a k ing the 
Nioe First Frida.vs .  thanks to my parellls' 
e n co urage m e n t , com i n u  ed t h rough 
m); adole5ce n ce b u t  no t h i n g  co u l d  b e  
further fro m the  t ru t h . In fact . t he  o n ly
remn ant  uf d e vo t io□  was  a ru� ty p a i r  
of brown rosa ry b ead s s t ru n g  o\'er m y  
b e d  post col l ect ing d u s t .  My story wa , 
hardly oue of instant capt.il"atioo with the 
reponed apparitions at Medjugo1je. I was 
�o dee ply e n o·<"nched i u  the lu kewarm 
ch urch t h at it rook a grea{ d eal of 
repa.rarion by my pareuts to free me from 
rny spi rirual in rl ; ff rr, •ncr • .  I t  rnok � ! n l  nf 

By A!'. DREW G nAC E  

prayer and fas t i ng. 
S u ch w��  my s n p r rl'i c i a l i ty  ch a t  c lw 

firs t  t b i n g  t h at  c au!'=h 1  my ane n tion 
a buu t Medj u e:o r,i e  \\ras th e \· i � io narin' 
d escri pt ion uf the 1\-\adonna as the most 
b!"autiful woma n they'd e1·er ��•rn, 111cn. 
,ceptidsm gave wa.v to nirios i ty. As a ci,· i l
engineering; stn dent, I beca a w  fosri natPd 
by the t e , l i m o n i e, of worl d i·e now ned 
sril'n l i , t �  whu thoro u gh ly  invesl i !'!;a t ed  
thP  s i x  v i s io11 a r i e ,;  w h i le t h t'Y were 
rree iv i ng ap pari t iom and con d u ded 
t hat �cience ca n nm offer a ,ut isfacto ry 
e"Xpla na t ion o f  th i s  phr nomeno u .  'l1lc)· 
wi ,;ely su ggested that theologians �hou ld 
con t inu e t h i s  im rsc igat ion .  By now the  
message was  bep:in n i nj!.' m weigh on my 
consci ence - 50hf>red up by Our  Lad_v'� 
words "I have co me to call the wo rl d  lo 
cum ersioo fur the last time:· 

But ala,. I h.id bee n well iodnctrina ted 
i 1 1  the -c u lmrc u f  d e ath . .  - part icu larh 
at school, witli rel,niv i sm, e,·o l u l ion and 
the denial of Hell - the errors of Rus sia. 
Su I d i s n1 i �s C"d O u r  Lady· s messa ge of 
,;:un vcrsio1 1 p u tt ing it  down as a nice 
�HHJ and -if i t  makes some p e ople 
happy - th e n  good for the m." M ind  
you. l i v i ng  the l i fe of  a "party-hard-uo i 
s tu d e n t '" (rca<l  - � c l  f- i nd u ]ge n t binge
dr in k i n g, rlru j!, and  d e cad l' n r c )  out' 
is gradual ly ye t  i n evitably dr s C'n s i t isrd 
!'rnm t. he �plenduur or trnth. And be l ieve 
me. the se  �ro urges . toget h er w i c h  rlw 
con s lant hea l  of re b e l l i o u s  m u sic and 
the  b o m ba rd m ent o f  i m m o ral image,  
t h rough tele v i s i o n. m a �a2 i 11 es and 
mov-ies. w i l l  b i nd Oil \' in their di�tnrbed 
state of monal � in .  

Th e bau]P  fo r  my sou  I ront i oucd .  
Even  t h o u gh I was  ki cked out  o f  
uJ J i \'ersity, i t  took a tragedy t o  b ring m e  
lo m,1 k nees. Two dose fri e 1 1d s  s t o l e  a 
planc for a joy 11 ip;h t in the earl� h o  u I'S 
uf che 111o rn i n i;i:. H owever, th i ngs we n t  
horrib ly w runp;, they cra�hed a o d  d i ed 
- m ;i v  dw i r  ,n 1 1 k  r., , 1  i n  rw,u · .. .  O m· o f
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them. Fred had save<l my l i fo only a few 
month� earl ier. Eigh t of u s .  had cl imbed 
ro rhe highr�1 poi nt of th P Syd nt'}' Opcril 
Hi ,u�e uut on 1J1t' way dow n  I panicked .  
Fred b ro u gh t  m e  bad. t o  my s ens{.'S 
and  helped ml:' d own. Al t h e ir fu n 1-• ra ls 
monalirv and ewrnity h ad ne,•er \'eem Pd 
so ri?al .  Om . , f  cht' eigut. o nlv f. , u r  uf us 
arl' ,t i l l  al ive. I n  a sad touch of irony. one 
o t' t h r d ece;i5ed \; fathers u sed co call us
-th e  demh squad�.

1 h.ive l o st e l e ven  Ca t h o l i c:  fri e n d �
that I t1sed t o  ··pany"' with ; tragic dea ths
! rum s u id<les. d rn g,. a lcohol, AI DS . . to
t lw youth or w<la,-. I plead: i f' you l i ve in
the cultu re o r  death. remember  tha t  a l l
t oo  often i t  eJ J J �  in tragedy.

A fter l·rl'd · ,  fu neraL  my ques i  fo1· 
I lw mean ini:1  of l ife l ed  m e  to !; incere l y  
seard1 fo r  an�wers from t h e  o n e  to w h n  
we sinn ers pray w h d p  u �  "at thr  h o ur 
of 0 > l l l" d eath''. O n r  Lady's persistent b u t  
�t'n t l c  m ntherly ca l l m eo nfessi o n  was 
begin n ing to affe(' l Jnt' .  Fi nal ly. r reao::hcd 
the  crossroad  po in t  - the fi rst ;;l'Cr<'t uf 
Fati m a :  the rea l  i c y  of H ell .  A,,. modi as 
I wanted to deny th i "  truth, �kdj ug:orje 
reiufurced i t .  The party wa,; over. l had to 
make a choice. t"ither for God or L1 1cifer. 
I �emed, h;n i ut!,  narrowly mi ssed d<"ath 
a n u m be r  r , f  1 i 1 1 i e , . 1 was o n  the poin t 
of no re1um.  \·)y pnrt'l lts year, o f  prayer 
and  fa s t i ng  w\.'re b eg i 1 1 n i n g  tu �sav e a 
wretch l ike me", 

About this cinw. whi l e eating breakla�t 
0 1 1e  I OOrn i n g, my con cerned  fa ther, a 
nmvert Y.- ho w cm 10 i\kdj ugurjC'  and was 
uow an a, id rt"ader nf :\larian l i tt>ratu re. 
, a i d  co llH' ··] l i a \' t'  d i scovered t h a t  you 
:1n' dw .-\ nrit·hri sr:· .. What?" 1 exclaimed.
He apol ngi , ed  a n d  expl a ined what  
he "d i n 1 e n d ed w ,ay. "'To recl' i ve  l loly 
Corn m u n io n  with ou t  bei ng in a state uf 
!l, l'.!Ct' i s  a sacrilq!.,· and to h abitual ly do 
t h i �  i s  aki n 1 0  b d o 11 p:i1 1 g to r lw church 
ol the A n l i eh ri sr ;  a fal sr  Churd1 bu i l t  
hy Sa r n n  an<l  h i s  Maso n i c  co hort s .' '  I t  



w a . t h e  s h , J ck  trea nnem nc- • d e d  fo r a 
s hocki n g  l ife .  Fi n ally, I made the move 
aod wem to confession. The gt'ntle priesc  
em:ouraged me.. ayiug. '"The grea1 t sin 
of our modern world is  that of pride .  
r.-opl nu looger 1b ink they ne d th i s  
beauti fu l  sacrament of heal ing.- I f  on l  , 
people knew what  they a rc m i s� ing 
o u t  ou .  1 can no t  begi n to descr i bt' 
the  i m mense  peace I fe l t  a fter  b c i.J l B  
reconciled with God a n d  H i  Ch urch -
a ft>el ing better dmn anythin g this world 
bas on offer. Th i s  was the r u rn ing poi n t  
of m y  life. 

CIW wi1 h  the sca]e§ of de-. en.  i t i \  i 1  
lift d from m • eyes, in ,,  hat • emcd l ik 
a ne, race of being. I cou ld  ee thing!> 
fo r w h at they were . .Read in� t h e  B i hlr 
w a s  a w h o l e  1-1 e,1· experi ence. A t  hornr . 
l bcgao a Rosarv ( c.e n acle ) praye r 1:1:roup
w h i ch invo l ved ind i ,·idual cumt•c:1·atiou
lo t h e  lm macu l a te }-lean of Mary. I fe l l
in love with the Hol_\ .\lass. l frequcnLed
rhe  Co n fe� i ona l  and began fast i n g. I 
was l i " ing the me."sage of fedj ugo,je -
and loving i t !

A. b o u t  a year later - rhe  cal l  began, 
bm l was in den ia l .  Th e gla m o u r of //u 
world st..ill bad me. J was uow enjoy i n g  
a su ·c·c s s f o l  career i n t he  co nstrurt ion 
indusuy witJ1 some lucraLive invesLmen LE. 
Tht• l u l'c of money w a s  b lock ing me 
from eeking God·s wj] l .  The richer I goL 
the more O u r  Lord's word echoed i n  
m y  h<'a rt: "what profit a nia n  if h gai n  
the  whoJe world bm l oses hi  sou l?  
l "·ou ld a lways mak.e u r  I was  in a
. L� le o r  grace, b u t  now my concern for
the salvat i o n  o f  souls  \ a� b e  oming
i nsa t i abk

My fri e n d s  th o u g h t ··c ra eie· • l o s t  
L he  p l ot .- Su I h <' g a n  e ,  a n !! d i � ing 
u in@: m o re novel met h o d�.  I uffl'red
my brother. Ti m. fifry dol l a r� to  r�ad a 
hook on �ledjugorje. Tim, a Cold Coa. , 
beach-bu m. would only return home for 
Christmas after he'd made Mum prollllse
n o t  to m e n t i o n  ··G od or re l ig ion"'. He
read the  boo.k and  went  trl o n fess ion
fo1· the  lirst t ime  in fifteen years - i i  was
October l 3. the anniversary of the great
1 9 1 7 Fa ti m a  m i ra d e. a fa m o u s  M arian
apparition ,ite. Tim asked mt' for another
book, but this c ime  he did1 1 't ..., a m  a
fi fty! He rec ent!�- completed a degree
in p h i losophy and theology and i very
e n th us i ast iC' r.o ta lk  abou 1  God and
rel igion.

W ith a n at u ra l  love of wo m e n  iu 
my heart I wa5 h o p i n g  I had a c a l l  

tu m a rriage.  God h a d  oth e r  p l a m .  A 
cab b i e  ran a rt!d l ight and my u te  rolled 
wheu he cra s hed i n co me.  As I c l imbed 
through the shartered w ind,creen I sa\\ 
my Medjugorje  Ro ary h eads lying in 
the gutter. The wime e. including the 
tow-truck driver cou ldn't belie,·e I \\"as 
ali e. My girlftieud at che rime sa.id "J bet 
yo u'll see chi. a a sign from G o d .·· She 
was right. I began see.ki ng tht' ad,· ice c, f 
holy priests. Open b ut  .;omewhat a fraid. 
in 1 9 94, I decided co g• J  w j[edj u gorje 
co see if I had a ,·oc-.i.tion to the labour of 
supernatu ral lo\ e. 

] han• neH'r expe ri� n u�d a murt' 
peal"efol plare. The fruits uf Lru!> prayerfuJ 
pari�h w ere ,e,·ideni in abundance. l saw 
rnany you n g  people. from al l  pari of 
the gl o b e. ex peri ,mcing l i fe-changing 
com·en i o n s . Relating w ith them was so 
natural : having onct' also compromised 
Llw trut h, we w1'rL' rediscovering it in the 
au Lhenric Ch urch. Here. the most blessed 
o l" all women, t h e  -r a. I  M adonna. is 

Target the 
Rhetoric, or  
Suffer the 

Consequences 
" H omophobia is i l lega l , a nt i -

Sem itlsm is I l lega l , racism is 
il legal , but for lslamists to cal l for 
destroying non-Muslims remains 
legal and I don't understand that. 

"The problem is lhe agendc1 for 
action Iha! they tel l people to engage 
In . and that  is what has  got lo be 
chal lenged and changed, 

"T he var iGus groups will just 
change their names and set u p  new 
fron t  groups  so you have to t a rget 
the rhe toric and the Ideas .  not the 
organisations. You ban the advocating 
of that sort of rhetoric.· 

Bemused by recent govemment 
calls for unlvers ty staff in Brita in 
to monitor extremism on campus, 
Husain says university authorities end 
teachers are more concerned about 
protecting freedom of s peech than 
protecting people's lives. 

"Since coming  back to Br ita in 
last yea r  I have app roached two 
unlversfty authori t i e s ,  complain ihg 
a bout th is v iolent rhetoric In prayers 
and meetings. and the response from 
both those universities has been: We 
art! awfully sorry, ii Is their freedom of 
speech, we can't do anything'. 
• 'The enemy wrlhin" Tne Australian. June
16. 2007 Ed Husain was a soldier ln the
anny of lslamlst extremism. He explains 
to Peter Wilson, The Australian "s Europe 

carrespondent. why he walked away. 
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form i ng u ndivided hearts, LO help gathe,-
1 1 1  her S o n ' s  h arvest  for the e tern a l  
1 edd ing fea t .  H o w  . . .  ? 

A t  Iedj u go rj one w i tn e  se t h e  
upern l U ra l  as a real ity. People see 

aruazing m iracles, l ike che ,,isionarie 
rec�i, ing. t heir apparitions, rosary bead 
t u rn i n g  go l d  or t h e  sun  spinning and 
bt>a u t i fu l l_1 d anc-in g ( s i m ilar co Farima). 
H.:iwe\"er. the gre a test  m iracles happen 
in tJ, e con te,;;:iunal and l"u l minate i n the 
Eu chari s t  b ecom ing "'the our 'I" a n d  
,ummi1 o the pilgrim·� life. 

Havi ng re ei, ed a taste uf thi · model 
pari h o  t James. I heard Our lady's 
c-all lhruugb Lbe inspiring Yi ionaries, 10
cake this gift to all nations. A few months
larer I cncered the seminary. SinCt' 1he 11,
l"ve met many priests ,  se m i n arians  a n d
rn l i 15 i o u s, b e  r e  a.nd ab road. wh o al so
attri b u te thei r conversion and calli u g  to
Onr Lady of Medjugo1je.

J n  2 004 and  2006 it wa a joy  to 
re,, i it edj u g  rje a� a priest; g u i d in g  
eh pil15rims and providing pastoral care. 
1: pifying t.he experience. an 1 8-year-old 
wrote Lo me - 1  w uld never k now chis 
pu rity of hea rt and soul if I wo n't  i n  this 
oasis of peace. being h eld by the Qu een 
herself." 

At dj u go,je. tb Mother  of Priest� 
see m s  cu bri n g  the supernat ura l �i ft of 
the  p ri s t l.iood t o  a n ew l eve l ; rn c hey, 
su·engt b e oed in th eir thou sa n d s, ca n 
,uinii;ter to the nrillions of pilgrim . These 
spiri tual fathers spend count.le hours 
- absolving s ins, leading the Stat ion of
c h e  C ro s s  a n d  the Rosa ry, catech i s i n g., 
saying Mass  i n  their respecti ve language
a n d  lt> n d i ng adoration  of O u r  Lord
tru ly p resent i n  the  B !e · ed Sacrament.
l n d t•ed rhi� pari sh is a forela te  o f
··1 h e  Ti t' Y,  sp," i o!:( t imr:  o f  Chri stian i ty"'. 
- i t  i impo ,sihle fo r  us to refra in fro m 
speak ing  of what we h :n·e ecn a n d
heard- ( Act <t:20).

�f i ll ions  of Catholicr, await  a 
COD\ er ion  of heart . [ hel i e vc t h i s  i s  
H e a H• n ·s u rge n t  cal l ,  for ou r clilfo:u l t  
r im es. M ay O u r  Heave n ly  Moth e r·s 
p ure VQictl, cchn i og the G o s pel o f  
reconci l i at ion bet w e e n  C o d  and  man 
fro m th i s  wilderne-s, conti n u tl  to i g 1tite 
hea rts w ith a ren wed love for her Son. 
Je u Chri t, our God. our highe c good. 
c,ur Redeemer. 

FK A.wKr� Ciw;L ""' ordained for the Di •c-.se of 
\Va�3 Waw "" October li, 2l! I. He ii Ul f>r'CS Ill 
rh� Ad 1u i 1 1 inr.1 1or or t .h · Parish of lhrl ingt<.>n Pr> i11 
Cole,1 1 1 1ba l ly, N SW. He i s  a lso a Clrnp l;1i1 1 for I I , , 
llovul Aus1ral t a 1 1  AJ ,, fort'c. 



THE SCAPULAR* OF OUR 

LADY IN KIRIBATI 

Albeit Yelds, MSC 

-��- HAD brought back with rue two thousand scapulars
for my Kiribati people, but they were gone in two 
weeks. l could n,t use them at Sunday Masses as I 
would have needed m.o.re th:m eighc-rhousand five
hundred. But 011 weekdays the children sat up close 
to c.he altar, very quiet, as l told the story of M.ary 

-�_;:1111,';,1 giving the scapular to St Simon Stock. 
Sometimes I would also tell the story of St John Vianney, the 

Cure of Ars, explaining to a girl in coufession that her scapular 
saved her from lhe dcv,il. He had seemed to be. a well-to-do 
stranger, but shl" saw flames under his feet as he left the dance 
f1oor. 

11w eatecbist distributed die �capulars. and the people handled 
them very reverently. The smaller children did not know what 
to do with them, u□riJ the older ones wiLb a year or more of 
wisdom, untied them and fined them over their .boulders. Now 
I see them in class rooms and on buses and in the queues for 
Communion at Mass. 

Sister Monica asked a Protestant man who was wearing one 
why he did so. He said that' he □eecled it on the ocean when he 
went fishing. His catch was good when he ha.d the scapular. and 
the engine gave 110 trouble. But if he forgot to wellr it, bis lines 
broke or the engine began to cough. 

Ou these remote islands in the middle of the pacific we still 
lose on average two boats each week: that is, six men. One of 
those men, a Catholic, carved a bead of the Rosary on the top 
edge of the ranoc for each day that he was lost. By the tinw he 
was found he had carved the complete Rosary. 

K iribatl fonnerl}' the Gilb en Islands, consim of three widely separa1etl main 1:-'l'Oll]'• ,,t 
s1JL,tll'wc,1 P�eifie island,: the GilJJ<'.rt OH tlw equ�wr. �nd the L;n,· bland, farther ,a,1 
Ocea·n Island, producer of pho,pha1<·; until -;, w�s rmn"d ou, in !98 L i, al,o mdi,d,:.tl 
m llw 2 million square miles of ocean. Most of ll,e ,,lands of K.iriba,i ar,• low-lviu!l ,;,,·�I 
atoll., lrnilT on a snbmerg"d 1•okanic· chain and eucirded by ,x,efs. The population ln 2Cl06 
w�., I 05.00 • 55�'t'· of the people a,e Ca1holic. TI1e \'li�s,onaries of tlw �atl'/"d H,0an h:we 
dHlJ'j;<- of tht• dion,., led b_\' Bishop Pau.l Me.a. ,\1 SC. l•arher Alben Yeld� an ,\usm,lian 
MSC priei� lia, b«cn ther" since Hl89. • St Si1.1.1on 'wck, �Qmc, i,wo; called Simo11 
Ant'.lu,, or The fn{!lislunan. l.'rior Ct>fll'ral d the Canuditcs. i11 1251 had a ,i,ion of our 
Ladr who e:'d"� him a scapular Ja g:armem wu.-n ovcr ,.Im �houlder; .111d Jrc,nr.it1J! d9wn in 
front and l,;l{'k] "�,h rhe promise that thn,(> whu wore a small Caru,�lit • ,capubr faith
fully wrn,ld ;:11,c thejr sou!J!. 
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CATHOLIC CULTURE 

MONASTERIES AND HOSPITALITY 

HERE ,He peoplt> 
who like staying: in 
monastO?n or conn·111 
GurH Hou51c•s and 
it ,ee 111 - that i:heir 
number is increasing 
in spite of the 1::1cular 

tune of life in Western societies. 
Monasteries have a mysterious yet 
pt'aceful atmosphere. They are sources 
of spirirual refreshment and renewal. 

Tn Australia and New Zealand 
there are contemplative convent� 
and monasterie� but vast distances 
between them. Many Cat"holics have 
nevt!.r �tayed in one. Some who 
haven't could profit by the 
experience. Th-•ir faid1 is likely to be 
srrengthened. 

Monastic.ism is eii:;hteen i:enruries 
old aud une of the oldest and most 
revered tradition;; of thL· Church. 

After the savage persecution of 
Christians in 1..he Roman empire ended, 
a number \ ithdrcw from society to 
dedicate thcmselve, complete!_ lri 
God. spending their day. praying, 
mdying the Scriptu1Ts. fa ting and 

cngagiug in mauual work. 
They attracted v1s1rnrs who 

wi�hed to expe:rienee 1heir life. but 
who had other commirments must 
of the time. Guest houses were built 
and hospitality became a treasured 

By BARRY COLDREY CFC

nwnastic tradition. h �till i,c_ 
Howe\-er. for Lhose who have ot>ver 

or rarely had the t>xperif'n�e of staying 
at a convent Guest House there can be 
many que.suuns: 

While you do not have to be a 
Catholic w visit a monastery or stay in 
its Guest.house, most visitors are. 111ey 
wish to attend some of the daily round 
of seven Offices; 'chill out' from the 
severe pressures of modern livi11g,_ gu 
10 Confe,.sion discu&s their problems 
with a monk or enjoy a rather austere 
holiday in the country. 

Reservations at a convent 
or monastery? 

You contact them by either letter. 
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phoJJe, fax or email and request 
aL·commodation for so many nights 
and so many people on certain dat.es. 
You can expect a prompt reply -
usuall.v affirmative - by email or letter. 

Many monasterie� limit the number 
of days guests can stay. This is asually 
one week. per year. Of cou.rse. th.i.s is a 
rule which the Abbot or Guest Ma te.r 
cau waive; it is their house. 

Th is short article hopes ro assist 
readers in locating a monastery or 
convent. However. ·phone, fax and 
email numhen, can change. Many 
monasteries have a presence on the 
web and it is an idea to check up-to
date details on their web sites before 
attempting to contact a Guest Master. 

Charging for 
Accommodation 

In many 111una�teries there is 111) 
p1·escribed charge. for visits involving 
ov,�rnight stays and a number of meals. 
The guests may be invited to make a 
donation according to Lhei.r means. 
Occasionally. the matter of money is 
never raised. 

Obviously, in all these c:ascs, 
backpackers, stu<lent5, the i-etired and 
those nm in receipt of a wage may 
contribu1f' link or nothing and those 
on regular and good incomes give a 



For 115 yea Annals has been throwing Llghc n age-old 
qu tion . ome of the questions have changed but 

Annals i tiU available as a sure guide in the name of the Catholic 
Church. 

TOO SHY TO ASK? 

DON'T BE! 

CATHOLIC ANSWERS TO BIBLE CRRISTIAl�S 

VOL lUE l $12.00 
flodudes 2 for postage and h.ind[iogj 

Frank discu :ion of arguments commonly rai d against the 
Catholir Churd1. A must for every Catholic borne and school . 

[Volume I i; available in Spani�h for $1:!.00 i11duding po�tag,•] 

CATHOLIC ANSWERS TO BIBLE CHRISTIANS 

VOLUME 2 $12.00 
ll11dt1dl' .2 for po"tage and handling! 

Exploring the cru lace of modern anti-Catholici.m. Th psychology 
of p�judice, unproven assumptions. - 1o Popery, Bad Catholics.' 

All prices incJude CST 

,,frailahle 1wu,'}rom: 

CHEVALIER PRESS 
PO Bo� 13 

Kensington � SW 2033 
Pbom�: (02) 9662 7894, {02) 962 7188 oxt 252 

fax: (02) 9662 1910 Email: am1alsa11stralmia@hottnailcom 
ASK FOR A LI T OF OUR OTHER CATHOLlC P BUCA110 � 
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substantial d ,nation. fost monaslt-1) 
Guest H u c·. ·break eYen': that is all 
they wh,h to do. 

Guests and Kitchen Duties 

Th i" wi·itt.•r has never heard 
,, f 11uest being a�ked to cook. or 
.:lemtJn,;n•atc:- the ir culinary skill�,
O:tt:'.n aHi�tJUl'e wirh 1he wash-up 
is .aprr ,.i,He-d T!u,, mi�ln be ,;o in 
�m.,!1 am�teri : . on week.end,, or in 
ncqxin� um,tances. �me1ime_ . 
.i conq•nt ha a ook for lunch and 
dinner durmg the \\ orl, inp; week.. bu1 
lhe communil\ ,hdres the w t•keoa·� 
meal , Ln lhe,s ..:a�e,.._ guests might be 
invited to help in cleaning aft-er the 
me,1I. 

Her(• are 80me of Lhe monastt.>ries 
in Australia ,1 .nd New Zealand which 
welcome guests on a re!!,ular. year
round hasis: 

AUSTRALIA 

is1ercian monks 
Tarrawarra Abbey. 685 Yarra Glen 

- Heak�villt> Road, Yarra Glen, Vic.
3775, Phonl": (03) 9730 1306; Fax:
(03 9730 ] 749, email: tarabbey@
oze1nail.com,au

Ace s 
By car: .vou drive along the 

Maro nclah Highway to Lil�·dale aod 
fun:hcr - weJI ignposted - w Yarra 
Glen. Before you entei- the main 
u-eet of Yarra Glen. rnrn rig.ht alon15 

the Yarra Glen-HcaJc,vilJ.- r nd. Tht· 
l"'ntrance to thr monascen· is nn the 
riMht ubout fo11r kilometre� alon::; this 
road. 

By train: Meth, 11r11c m Lilydale 
station, thence Bns r-.o, 685 to 
Heale ville via Yarra Gh·n. On 
request. tlH• dri\·er will stop al tlw 
monJslel} •aie� ,rnd then i, is a on 
liJomeu� \\ !Ill imo the propen:y to the 
moaaster.. 

B<•n dictin monks 

Sr Ben diet's Monastery, 121 
.\rcadia Road. Arcadia. NSW 215!:L 
Phom·: (02) \lfi.53 l 15�) and Fax: (02) 
(J6:S3 18in. Th, email is: monks ai 
bl"ncdic:tine.org.nu and the web site; 
ww,1 .Lwneclictine.nrg.au 

Acces 
]be:• mona H'I")" is in ,he ur r 

norch�ru �uhurb of Sydney. There 



is a train from Ccmral station on .'\OW--\\11LWLErRm1CHIVALIERPRE 
the Hornsby/Newcastle line. Stop 
at Pennant Hill and then bu,- 638. 
Pen11am Hills lO Berri! and this 
stops at Monastery Road. from which a 
i-hort walk. 

Benedictine ister,-
Beneclictine Abbcr- 695 Jamberoo 

Mounlain Pass. Jamber o. , \\ . .2.:i33. 
TI1e phone/fax i (02) -+2J6 053:3. 11,e 
email is: abb ') C!: I t'arth.ner 

Access 

By car: the Abb y is a challenge 
to reach withour a car. The Guest 
!1dist.re.s can suppl� precise direcdoos. 

The abbey has exwmive aod well
organised accommodation for "isitonl. 

By train: and taxj i. possible. A 
train from Central io Sydney ()n t.he 
southern line stops ac Kiama and from 
then! it is a longi�h L 7 kiJom tre taxi 
ride ro the abbey. 

Ben dictine nun. 
Lammermoor via Rockharnpton 

Queensland. The address is 56 Old 
S eni · Highway, Y. ppoon Qld., 703. 
Phon •: (07 4933 6646; fax: 07 
493 055. email: benmonlam@ 
CQ11 't.com.au Acce�s i� by car or bu 
from RockhaU1pto11 to La.mmermoor. 

B nedict.in nun 
Croydon Yictoria. Their addre sis 

Benedicrine Commuoity. 14 Columbia 
Avenu • Croydon. Vic 3136. Tel/Fax: 
(03) 9725 2052.

Access
By car: from folhourne along

the . la1·oondah Highway ·Melways 
Reference :\tap 50: G3). Otherwise 
there is a train frQm Melbourne 
lO Croydon on tbe Lilydale line. 
then taxi. 

Benedictine mo1tk 
New Norcia. W'(!!;t m Aust1'alia. 
Their .-1dclress i Holy Trinity A.bbey. 

STATUEITES 
of Our Lady of lhe 

Saa-eel Heart of Jesus 

l\ JfO LDED from volc.u1ic 
lVL b fr m . h Pinarnbo in 
tl1e Philippine. by tht• l'iccim� of 
che denstating eruption in 1991, 
these beautiful statu s cost only 
SIO (includes postage anywhere in 
Australia). AU profit from th · ale 
of these statues 7oes to th ictim 
and d1eir families. 

$end }"Our 01x1 'rs to: Clwvalier Pre .. 
PO Box 13. Kensington W2033. 
Pho1w: (02 9662 7894/9662 718 

fa (02) 9662 1910 

New Norcia A 6509. Tel: (08 9654 
8067 and Fax: (08) 9654 8097. The 
email is norcfa.wa@newnorcia.wa.eclu.au 

t ew NorC'ia is 132 kilometr ·s 
north o Perch on the Great rcJ1cn1 
Highway. Westrail buses leave ro10 
the Eas, Perth terminal. Ch •ck time 
table· at the re.rminal. 

New Norcia has more soplListicated 
fa 'Jities for accommodation and meal: 

than uwst monasteries, since it is an 
hi 1orical centr . TI1ere .is a monastel} 
C uest H u l' (for reueataIHs), the 
New Norcia Hotel, and large S('ak 
a comrnoda1ion for. hool and youth 
groups in a former hool building. 

Bencdic:tine nun · 
Riverstone. ew South Wale . 

'I)•burn Priory, 325 Garfield Road En!-c. 
River to11e N SW 2765. Phone: (02 
9627 5171. 

The conveoc has a Guest House 
wilh eight room , with fa(·ilities for 
maJc and female gu ·srs. 

Ac ·css 
Rivers Lon• is in the northcm u1cr 

"11burb� of Sydn<'y. 'By car on lh M2 
Sydney to Windsor Highway. Along 
this road from Sydney turn left into 
GaTfield Road Ea ·t. The Prior,v is 200 
m tr on the ri !5hC. 

By train: Central to Wind or and 
alight at Ri,·erstone. The Priory is 
three kilomerres from the oration and 
is a 0-45 minute walk. Ther is no 
public tran port. 

Alternative!,_ on could leave th 
traiu ac d1 maj r station - Dlackwwn, 
and take a taxi to the Priory. 

NEW ZEALAND 

Cisterci1.1n lonks 
outhcrn Star Abbey, Kopua Road. 

Rei 2, Takapau, Hawkes Bau, 4174, 
1 ew Zealand. Tel 64 6855 8239 
and .Fax: 64) 6855 8259. There is a 
separat 'phone to the Gu<'sthonse, 
(64) 6855 8249. TI1e email i : kopua@
xtra. ·o.nz

Ben di ·tine 'un 
Tyburn Monastery, 100 Chamberlain 

Road. R.D. Bombay 1850, outh 
Auckland, New Zealand. Tel: (09) 236 
0598 and Fax: (09 236 0398. 

"!en guest"- can be accommodated. 

• THE SPLENDOUR of Truth is reflected in all the works of the Creator, and in a very
special way, in man, created in the image and likeness of God. 'Truth enlightens our 

minds and leaves its mark on the our freedom. In this way we are drawn to know God 
and to love Him. This is what the Psalmist means when he prays: "Make the light of your 
countenance shine on us, 0 Lord".' 

- His Holiness Pope John Paul II, from his encyclical Sp/endor Veritatis 
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Communisms culture if lies breaks through its Democratic veneer 

THE RUSSIAN BEAR STRETCHES ITS CLAWS 

WO new man□als for 
teachers have been 
accused of glossing ove.r 
the horrors of the Soviet 

"' Union and of including 
propaganda to promote 

Mr Putin's visioJ1 of a srroog state. 
One, for social studies teachers, 

presents as fact Mr Puti.n's view that 
the Soviet collapse was the greatest 
geopolitical catastrophe of the 20th 
century-. It describes the nited States 
as bent on creating a global empire and 
determint•d to isolate Russia from its 
neighbours. 

fany nf those behind the second 
book, a history of Russia from 1945 to 
2006 have close liok.s to the Kremlin .. 
Its fiua! chapter is titled Sovereign 
Democracy, a teno coined hy a ley 
Kremliu aide, Vladislav Surkov, as an 
ideological justification for Mr Putin'� 
authoritarian rule. 

The chapter quotes .M.r Surkov
repeatedly and prai�es Mr Putin as the 
man responsible for "practically every 
sigo.i Ii ca nt deed" in Russia since 2000, 
when he became President. 

Mr Pu tin's 1110�1 controversial action;, 
are showo in an approving ligh1. 
including the destruction of the Yukos 
oil company and the imprisonment of its 
chairman, Mikhail "Khodorkovsky. The 
book describes this as an �unambiguous 
message" to bu�iness to "obey the law, 
pay your taxe6 and don't try to put 
yourselves above c.he Government", 
adding: "They got the rne�sage.� 

Mr Putin's support for Viktor 
Yanukovych in Ukraioe's rigged 
presideotia) election of 2004 is also 
defended. Mass protest� in the Orange 
revolution eveutual.ly brought his pro
Western rivaL Viktor Yushchenko, 
to powe.r, but the manual slates: 
"Yauukovych wa the only candidate 
capable of truly resisting Yushchenko. So 
Ru�sia\ choice was clear."' 

Th, book describe Josef Stalin as 
"the most successful Soviet leader ever" 
and diHnisses the prison Jabour camps 
and mass purge, as a necessary part 
of h.is drive 10 toake the country great. 
The manuals are inteoded to se.rve as 

the basis for dewlopirH: uf\, textbooks 
in schools next year, rhou"'h Education 
MiniHry officials insi5ted mar the� would 
not be compulsory. 

Mr Pu.tin gave. them hi, 5eal of 
approval at a conference. he ho,red t;Jr 
teachers at his pre,idential dacha la;r 
month. He described Stalin s G-rea; ; re 
of 1937, in which 1.5 million pe 
were imprisoned and 700,000 kill d, 
as terrible "but in other countries even 
worse things happened". Discooncing the 
Soviet Union's long ·history of oppressio� 
be said: "We had no other h!ack pae;es, 
such as Nazism, for i·nstance." 

Leonid Polyakov, editor of the social 
studiC's manual, told Mr Putin that Russia 
was �disarmed ideologically" after the 
Soviet collapse, leaving other countries 
to judge whether it was a democracy. 
He said: "We are developing a national 
ideology that repreSf'0ts the vision of 
ourselves as a nation, a� Russians, a 
vision of our own idt•ntity. 

Teachers will then be able to 
incorporate this national ideology. rhi� 
,1 ision, inlO their practical work in a 
normal way and use it 10 develop a civic 
and patriotic position." 

Pavel Danilin, , ho wrote the 
c.hapter orr Sovereign Democracy. told
The Times thar it explained the "'core
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transformation" of Ilus,sia under Mr 
Putin. "'We undersiand that the only 
guarantee for our democrat')' is our 
sovereigmy. our strong �tatt>. our strong 
army. our strong econorn:,· J.nd our �rrong. 
nation;' he said. "!t is not an ideology. lt 
is just common sense. Aud my intention 
"·as to explain that common seuse to 
lc'.i...:hers." 

\lr D.milin, 30, is a projects manager 
at the Ef fective Policy Foundation,
a think-t:mk with dose l.ictks to the 
Kremhn. H"' was more blunt about 
his imcmion:s un his web biog in 
response co cricici�m from teachers that 
much of1he book wa, �imply Kremlin 
pmpaganda. -\ou will leach c.hildren in 
line with the book� _voo are given and in 
the way Russia needs:' he \\Tote, adding 
that schools had LO �dear the filth and if 
it doesn't work, then clear it by force". 

AleJJ;ander FilippM. who edited the 
history manual i� depmy head of another 
research institute linked to the Kremlin. 
He to!.d Th Times that the book was a 
response to the poor quality of existing 
textbooks and that �sovereign democracy 
is not proposed as the narional ideology 
for schools': 

·T,·x-,booh rewrite history 1,, fit Purti,·, vision:
TI,, Time.r, J" I y 30. 2007.

c.-.THOLIC.LEARNING IN THE. LIBERAL ARTS 

...... campion.1:du.a11 



Goo's Ex,sTENCE 

An atheist outlines to God hi:r reasons for disbelief 

REPLY TO 

GOD'S LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

EAR COD, 
( or s h o u ld I say. 

Dear  Father, Son  and  
Holy Ghos twri t c r, for 
I have beard from 
you only thro ugh 
you r let ter penned by 

your  sel f- a p po in ted  amanu ensis ,  Peter 
Colema n, Quadran t, April 2 007. in re p ly 
to m ' edi torial of fard1), 

Tt i s  d i ffi u l t  to add r e  s a l e t ter t o  
a who lly fic ti t i o u s  figure . a l t h o u gh 
m any mi l l i o n s , and n ow b i l l i o n s. o f  
you r  rep u ted  worshi ppers . s u bj e cts .  
p l ay th i n gs and v ic tim s  eem to have no 
s u ch d ifficu lty. Pe rhap� th is  i s  b e ca use 
as  increa s ing evidence indicates, they are 
con d i c io n e d, o r  hard w i red, to b e l i eve 
i n  s ome  ki n d  of s u pern ac ura l  or ex tra 
pow erful  personage ~ i f  y ou  d i d  ex i s t. 
1 wou l d  con s i der th i s  d i rty poo l ,  a n d  
comrary to any pl ausible~ d octri ne of f ree 
w i ll . Oth e r w i s e , i t  i s  m erely e v i d e n ce 
t h a t  ev o l u t i o n  ha s e n d owed  t1 s w i t h  
m a ny s t r a n ge q u i rks , a s  w e ll a s  w e ll
u i p;h u n co n t ro l l a b l e  l u s t s ,  p a s s i ons a. u d

imagi na tio n s .  
E i t h er vou o r  evo l u tion h a ,  a l so 

en d ow e d  u _ w i t h  a p r ofo u n d  c a p a c i t y  
for ev i l  a :-.  w e ll a s  goo d ,  a . a d  we are a l.I 
p rone to b o t h , a n d  in so me ea . e;; to 
e�t reme and, i n  bot h cases, someti mes 
h o rrib l e ma n ifes tatio ns . As o ne of my 
Cath oli c p rie s t  fri eud s s peaki ng on his 
o w n  a n d  yo u r  b e hal f, p u t  it, m y  n se
o f  the fa m o u s  Ka n t  re m ark a b o ut t he
~crooked tim b e r of hu ma nity " was j ust 
another way of speakin g of Origina l Sin. 
Co rre ct. B u t  w hen re ca me t hi s  S i n ?  I t
i s  s im ply a b � u rd t o  a ccu se Ada m and 
h is sca pego at Eve of ha v ing sin ned s o
grievously al the beginning of (h uman )
ri me t h a t  al l hu m anity wa s s umchow 
d a m ned fo re \ ·e r un t il, accord in g  co 
C h ris tia n s, a blood y a nd ob sce ne 
h uma n sacrifi ce o f  o n e aspect of yo ur 
s u pposedly pericho re tic pe. rson alicy

B_y PADRAIC MCGUINNESS  

From the Ed itor 

of Annals

' LET THE OTHER S IDE  be hea rd· .
Audiatur aftera pars. This has 

-a lways been a cherished maxim of 
Catholic Canon Law. It echoes St 
Augustine's Audi alteram partem
'Hear the other side' .  jDe Duabus
Animabus, xiv, iiJ Both adages reflect 
a principle of Roman jurisprudence 
that moderns can ill afford to ignore. 
Based on that wise counsel, and for 
·the sake of truth , Annals has striven
to listen to and take account of views 
that It may not share, but which are
held t:>y leaders of public opinion in this 
country and beyond. In  that same spirit
we offer Annals readers a response 
by the editor of Quadrant Magazine,
Padraic McGuinness, to the Letter
from God to the Editor of Quadrant
which we publishecl in Annals 3/2007 .
The letter from God was written by 
Peter Coleman, acting as the Lord's 
amanuens is, in the wake of publicity
given  in Quadrant to the rebutta l, on 
allegedly soienUfic grounds. of belief in 
God , We note that in a STOP PRESS 
at the end of Paddy's article , a b rief 
rep ly from God reached our office In 
time for this beleted August edition. 

( th at's fo r  th e t heologian s ), gave a let 
o u t  for a f ew of th em . Accord i ng to 
so me Chri s ti a n s, o f  co u rse, l ike the 
ha rd l in e  Calvini sts, many are u nsavable 
even t hen . So m uch for the sacrifice. Of 
cou rse all that biblical stuff is somehow 
s y m  h olic or pa raha l .istic (pa ra l}Olic?)
when i t  gets a bit too rough in its L itt•ral 
mean mg. 

Bu e i f  you we1·e Lo ex.i s t,  hy c reatin g 
Ma n with the capacity for e vi l  as We'll 
as goo d (and q u ite a lot i n  betwel"n ) 
and deci d ing to con d em n  to et erna l 
p u n is h me n t  t hose , bo according to 
you r not altogeth er c l ea r criteria are 
n ot goo d euo ugb (n o l  j us t  ev i l )  yo u 
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h a n· i n  effe ct <'reared a m u lt it ude  of 
penp lc  who. bro u ght i nto thi s world 
o ften  a $  a resu l t  of a mere spasm of
�omebody elsc-' s  p lea nre, can end up
i n  an  t C" rn i r y  of t ortu re. Thar is a good
god? I f  rhe fin ir io 1 1 s  you <:reated Hel l  ( i n
w h atev er i t s  cu rre n t  doctrina l  mean i n g
i ,c  - l rem em ber the Pa s s ion i sc fathers
threateu i ni:i;  u s  l i ttle b oys w i th ete rna l
fire and pain ) then you a re by  my merely
h u man stand ard  of j u d gement  as ev i l
a s  the  Hell you created,  as the peop le
you create who encl up i rr  that Hel l ,  a n d
you are res po n s i b le for th e extre m e s
o f  e v i l  tha t  are man ifes t  i n  o u r  worl d .
As many p eople, es pe6aUy Jews, a sked
a fter the H o loca u s t  cou l d  s u ch a go d
exist'? Wou ld not su ch a god deserve our
con d e m u at i on. our co ntempt ,  and o u r
rej ection?

I n  any  cas e, giv en  yo u r  s u p p osed  
gra nt  of  free will L o  h uman i t y, how can 
you require obed ience? Religious peopk
ca r ry on a d  n a u . cam a b o u t  o u r  d o c y  
t o  lov e, adore. fea r yo u ,  a nd o b ey yo ur  
com m a nd m e n ts .  Why? Ju s t  b e ca u  e 
vo u s ay  s o ?  Worsh i p  of p m  e r  and 
authority ha . ne er attracced me, thou gh 
a pp a ren tly it sc -e m s  u n o bj e ct io na b l e  
c o  l a rge nu m b e rs of rel igio u s  peop le. 
There is a certain i rony in the reviva] of 
in terest in rha t appa l l in g  hyrnn Amazing 
Grace. written by a re.fonned slave trader 
w ho obviously had folly internalised Lhe 
inemalirv of Javery. Wh i le it has a n ice 
tune, the worcl s of this hym n are sim ply 
disgu sti ng - grovelli n g  in ob ci�an cc to 
pow er. I ca n on ly en d o rs e  t he wo rd !' 
of the great, if mad, Ru ssia n a n arc h ist 
1 ik h a i1 Bak u n in :  "T f God exis ted, it 

would be necessary to abolish him." 
Even if there were s ome evid e nce 

that there was an element of "intelligent 
desi gn " i.n ou r u ui verse - these d ays 
s ubs u m ed u nd er t11 e deligh tful p hrase, 
th e Goldi. locks theory: not too bi g. not 
l'nn �m:1 11. not too hot, nor rno cold, not 



too hard. no t  too soft, bu t  j u st ri gh 1  
- or i n  o u r  b i o l ogy i t  wou l d  no r  b e
s u fficiem evidence of a n y  kind o f  diYine
being .  For al l  we kn ow t here m i gh t  b e
sume  ki nd of provinci al  a d m i n i suator.
a n  extra - t e rre s t rial p e rhap · fu rn i s hed
out w ith horns and a m i !  Art h ur C.
C larke' deligln f o l  notion in Cnildliood',,
End) who has charge of the d esign and
oversight of th i s  b ackwater of a gala xy
w i th a su per- boss somewh ere else wh o
h a s  l i t t l e  i n teres t i n  u s  o r  o u r  worl d .
Th e h iblical god\ i n s. i s rence on l oya lt}' 
to h imse l f  rath e r  tli an o ther  god s ha s
always seemed suggestive of hnreaucrntic
jealousies.

B u t  wha t abuut  Pascal's Wager? Thi �  
has  a lways �ee ru e d  t o  m e  Pa�ca l ' s  b est. 
joke. The great Blaise Pasca l, an adherent 
of the evil sect of Jan senism (it was the 
Jansenfst  p r i e s t s  wh o t0ok ref uge i n  
Ire land a nd  who  perverted Ca tholicism 
there to the nasty, narrow-min ded lo t  
aga ins t  whom J ames Joyce and m any 
others revolted ) was of co urse also one 
of the main fo u n der� of p ro bah i l iry 
theory (he was rryi ng to help out a mate 
who was a hopeless gam bler - n ote t h e  
lsi s b  connect ion, again), which underl ies 
th e w bole of m odern s t a L is t icaJ theo ry 
as well as quanlllm physics. Wby not bet  
tha t  god mi .ght exis t, or at  leas t  L ive as 
if he d id aod obey h i s  ru les., b et"ause if 
you win  yo u get an ecern i ry of bl iss  in 
reward, and if you lose you w ill at worst 
h ave only a miserable l ifotinK on earth? 
Horse, where are you now? Apart from it 
being pretty despicable to make such an 

To be or . . .  ? 

M
EN S POKE much in my
boyhood of restrrcted or ruined 

men of genius : and it was common 
to say that many a man was a Great 
Might-Have-Been. To me it.is a more 
sol id and startl ing fact that any man 
i n  the street is a G rea l  Mig ht-Not
Have--Been' . 
- GKChesterton, Orlhodo)(y, The Bodley

Head, London. 1 908. p.1 00 

i s sue  equ ivalent to a pub bet, to frame 
a bet iu s u ch t e rms  ( in fin ity vers u s  a 
buck) would p u t  a ny modern boolie in 
ja i l .  Or co ncrete bouts. The poi n t  is that 
the winner of rnch a bet would never b 
ab l e  to enforce collection, and the loser 
wo u l d  he  worse. off co n s i d eri ng  t h at 
the  offere r  of t he  reward is givi ng h i m  
a lou sy life anyway, espe.c ia l ly witho u t  
the  joys of  s i n  and indu lgence . And no  
bookie wou ld  th 1·eaten to  bea t  you  up  
if you did u·t male his wager. So  I agree 
with your amanuensis that the wa<1er is a 
dud bet, and a p or investm •o t .  

B u t  t h at doe no t  j u st i fy h i s  l e ap  
o f logic t o  argue tha t  the in fl u ence
o f  the  Chu rch ju s t ifies a l l .  I nd eed.
and I cri t ic ised Dawk in s  for oo t
pay ing a t t emicn to th i s, the Church
( p resu mably m eaning; Christianity),
as wel l  as many o ther re l ig ion s h a s
coni-ri bu t ed  a gre at dea l  w h u man ity
- bu t  that is on ly a tau tology. Religion
i s  a m an i .

f
e s t a t i o.n of h uman i ty, wh ic h

i t sel f h a s  a cap ac i ty for grea t  good,

,\ l ; \ \ 1 1 1 \ lJ ( -. 1 ', I S ,.,
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i n te l l('ctu a l, a rt i s tic an d moral .  As we ll 
a,  great ev i l .  So rel igion ,  not j u st th 
Cbri;: t i a n  brand .  bas  i J1volved m u ch o r  
t h e  grea1 a rr .  a rch itecture., poe t ry and 
p ro�e ut the \ 1  oriel. becau se p eople 
bave �en,i b1l.itiei- wb i ch re, pond to the  
�numinnu ;:-, the 1 1  onder of the  worl d. 
created or not. The h a.rd c-st o f  a thei>' l S  
can.no t  but  wo nder and fee l  i n  awe of 
the un i verse, 01· be moved by rel1e,1 ou ,  
al't w hich giv es some fee.ling of tbi,- .  5,, 
we have the m agnificence of Egy ptian 
art aud arch itect ure. which has nothing 
to do with "'the Ch urch"; of the creations 
of the o-reat civi l i sation s  of Chi na. In dia. 
Latin Ameri ca; the myths a n d  l egen d s  
o f  a l l  peop le s  o f  t he  world ,  not  leas t
our  own Ab orig i nes. Th e se are a l l  no
doubt prod ucts of the inheren t religious
impu l se in us all but have nothing to do
wit h any god except a a formulation of
inchoate feel ings.

I do not brush as ide. the phi losophers 
and theologians. Too m any of the  great 
imclJects of world his tory haw devoted 
their efforts w these discipl ines. But all 
of the latter. even Aquinas, eod up eit:her 
a rgu ing fro m faith or fro m  fau l ty logi c.
I n  t h e  p roce s s, of co u rse, t. h e  besl o f  
t h e m  h ave man ifes ted ime l lec t s  which 
on ly a fool wou l d  s n eer a t  ( th at is one
of my objections m Dawki n s ) . bu t  that
d oes not  make them ri ght .  I t  m akl�S
rhem noble and won:hy o f rcspC' ct, b ur
not of be l ief. By con t rast, Scie nce, wi th
aU. i ts  bl i n d  a l l eys and i t s  bypat hs, i t s
pompous practitio ner and  i r.s po l i t icking
(or fu n d s  ( global w a rm i n g  bei n g  on ly
the l atest  form of t h _i s )  11evertb e l e s s
can produce evidence of having some
real corres pondence w i th the  w o rld .
Theo logy can  t e l l  us p.recisely nothing .
ft  certa in ly  t".a n oot help u s  fi n d  the
fi cti t iou s y o u, tal k to y o u ,  o r  t e l l us
anything abou t what  m igh t l i e  beyond
death. In fact, of course, 110lhing; does -
nobod_y has  ever come b ack to tell the
tale, or com mo nic.a ted fro m the O ther
world, except thrnugh quacks a n d
tharlatan

Yo u, or at lea .  t your  spo kes man 
Peter Col ema·n. says ··th ere must be an 
emoriona l  core i n  fai th .  Rel igjon is uot 
e n t i rely in tel lectu al ." True. But hard l y  
e nough for bel i e f, d espi te  ( aga i n ) 
Pas cal s It• coeur a St:J' raiso-ns w h i ch 
reason does not know. A l ively phra se, 
bu t  esse n ti a l l y  meaningl ess .  It j u st i s  
ll Ot an  argumen t to a. sert that rea s o n  
i s  o o t  e nou gh .  I f  i t  is no t  enough t h e  



on ly proper r •spons is the suspension
of b lief. robu sl agnost.icism ( aud Fred
Engel once pointt'd out lhat agnostic.;;
a re only sh a me-fal·ed a the i s c,) . ra ther
th an wallowing  in .i morpho u "  emotion .
Of cou r  e we a l l  feel emot ion - t h at is
h ow our bodies operate. Tickle the right

pot aod  the t'motion p roceeds :  t i ckle
the go d,pot aml we believe. Sorry - not
enough.

So, as l said, despite h i s  ph i l is t i n i sm 
Richard Dawk ins (ancl even Christopher 
Hjt ·hen s with his overblown eloquence 
and exce l l e n t  po l i t i cal j udgemem)  
i s  ri gh t . B u t  w h at d oes th i ,  mean  i n  
ps·actical terms? The fact that human,,  do 
not agree abou t their god_ or whet.her 
t hey even ex.i st doe;; noc prec l u de 
civi l i  ed debate. nor �erious di;;cu:;,-;ion 
about  mora l  i sue�. for while religion 
i noL dt pite it preteosioos, about 
th real consr itucion of the universe. 
it i sure l y  about  how h umans behave 
wi thin it. A case in po int  is the recent 
imerve n tion by Ca rd i n.al Pel l  in the 
N SW parl iam en t ary discu si: i o n  a b o u t  
embryonic stem cell research. 

Dr P • l l  was  surely in the right when 
h e  s poke o f  his ch u rch's d u cc ri n e  a n d  
r h e  fact t ha t  those w h o  profes�  to b e  
Catholic� lioult.l ad here t o  that doctri11e .  
The h l'li avi o u r  of the  s e l f-sty led 
Cathol ic$  who  voted fo r  the  B i.LI  i n  the  
lower bou,e  and  then proceeded to  cake 
comm un i  m as if th ey w e re Ca t h ol ic� 
i n  @:OOd con ciencc ,vas. i f  not gru bby. 
at lea st quest iona ble. But Pell i s  in I.he 
w ron@' when he says that human life 
begin. at conception. 'Ibi is a cientilic 
que tion. A· Peter Singer amongst others 
ha,·e pointed out.. w hen there is no 
e .usung nervou ystem humanicy, even
at its mo,t ba ic. does not eusc Only the 
gc!'rm of h u man i ry d oes.  The cardinal is 
e.nt..iL lcd TO ,ay rhat the Clrnrch teachlng 
is clr n t  h u man life begi n s  at conception, 
b u t  c h a t  i �  no t  a sci e n tifi c  fact .  It i s  a 
belief - a rn p  r;,rfrion if you l ike. Thoma. 
Aq uinas d.id not agrf'e, and thought that 
the soul ( wnate,·er r h at is) entered the 
foe tu s  on ly ai the q u icken ing, ab o u t  
cne  fi fl h m o n th of p regnancy. l o  t h e  
p ast ,  the  C atho l ic Churc h  h a s  o ften  
m ade a co l lect i ve fool o f  itsel f when it  
co nfn ed doctri ne and ,- ciemific fact. (] 
r [rain from r f rri ng m Gali leo, ince 
L1 1 e  r ality of thi r· ode i .  much more 
compl x than popular m�'th has it. 

Where the Cardinal  did err was in 
. ugge t ing that cleccc.d members of 

Picus and the Woodpecker 

T
he on l y  woodpecker I 've ever seen was worki ng away happ i ly on a
tree at Lake Wyndamere near Calgary in Alberta , Canada. The Ital i an  

n a me fo r t h i s  b i rd is picchio - so named from Picus ,  a king of Lat i u m . 
Our  Engl ish words peck and beak [which are cousins} may have a simi lar 
orig in, Picus was,  according to legend ,  changed into a woodpecker by the 
nymph Ci rce who m ade a habit of this - she also changed Ulysses' crew 
i nto sw ine ,  and poor Scyl la ,  who sought her a id ,  i n to a fr ightfu l monste r 
and  final ly into a rock off the coast of Sici ly. Picus's troubles seem to have 
beg u n  with h is  habit of dabbl ing In p rophecy. He  seems to have u sed a 
favo u rite woodpecke r to utter  prophecies for h i s  su bjects . Whatever be 
the truth of Picus and his woodpecker, the two eventual l y fused and Picus 
became the woodpecker. These days woodpeckers have been superseded 
by TV, radio and print - the favourite modern media for uttering prophecies 
to subject peoples. Could there be a danger here for unwary media owners 
and their pundits? 

- Edllor, Annals

parliament should take Catholic docrrioe 
into arcou m in malting leg.i tat.ion. Again., 
this  is an area in w hi ch his chu rch has 
often made a fool (or w orse) of ic elf. 
I n  our society, parliament ruak.es law for 
che wh ole comrn un i ry, i nc l uding t h o se 
of other faiths and  no fai t h . The truth is 
1 h a t  de rnocra c i c  com m u n i t ies whether 
they be l ievl! in one god or another have 
no business incorporaung that in to their 
d el ibcr.L t io n � . That i �  fo r i nd iv iduals, 
,eve  ral ly and  b a n d e d toge ther  i n  
ch u rd1e� or ot h e r  s u ch group ing . To 
the ir  grea1 cred il . a nllmber of oe \  erelJ 
hand icapped ind ividuals ha\·e declared 
cha t  their fai th precl ude them from 
seeking lhe con elation of hop in _te rn 
celJ researd1. That i · a principled choice. 

But  mt-mbers of parJ famcut  are 
elected not by any faith grouping .  
They act improperly if  t hey au mpt to 
impose their own re l igion on c he rest 
of the  ro m IDun i ty. For t heir Ch urch to 
s u gges t  t h a t  they shou l d  du  i �  h igh ly 
i mproper, and de�erving of a thorough 
k icking. If Cat h o l i c i m cannot  come 
to terms with e cu l ar dem ocracy. so 
m u ch t h e  wors e  for i t .  But of course 

Thanks 
to  a l l  our  11dvcrtisers for rhl'ir 

gen rou · support. Special  thanks 
to Alan David. Dlgital Graphic 

Comm,mic,uion., 10 Brian and Carry 
Uoyd of l'aymer Di.>:011 Con.rlTuctiom Pty 
Lui. and to John David, of Tiu Dauids

Croi,p. 
Please pray for aJl our benefactors. 

- Editor. Annals Au.strala.ria. 
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you have remai ned, and , i l l  re main, 
totally mut in thi  c·on troversy. How 
an a non-e1-istent being do oth rwi e'? 

Bu e  Dr Pel l ,  it must be s a i d. did no t  
t h rea t en exco m m u nicat i ou  ( hard ly 
a threat from m apo tate po im of 
v i ew - l was  pl'Obab ly  a u tomat ical ly 
exconunun icared an -vay mauy ye.u u rcJ 
for transgress io n s  wh i ch  I i l l , fo r now, 
remain namele s s ) b u t  s a id  tha t  th re 
1 ou ld  be "cu o ,, equencc " for th m 
in the l ife of the  church. Th i s  ,, ,e_ m , to 
me  enti rely p rope r  fro m the point  of 
view o f  doctrine  ( how ·an so meone in 
goo d  conscience pre cnt h i mse lf  for 
communion whe n in d i sagreem •n t wi th  
his  faith'? )  bu t  ent i re ly improp r from 
the point of view of secular society. So. if 
you, god., existed., secular soci ty would 
have to abolish JOU. 

Fi nally. dear god, your a ma n uen is 
saw Fit co remi n d  our readers t hat l am 
ru1 �n l d Ri v rview boy". Indeed, 1 peot  
four years wit h Lhe Jesuib a �  a hoarder. 
Cont rary r o  some a ccou ms, I was no t  
expel l ed but  l eft and fi n i s h ed my 
schoo l i ng at Syd n ey Boys' r T i g h  when 
my u nc le  , w'1eatgrowers, had  a bad  
season and  could no t  afford 1·0 con tin ue 
to pay the fees: I refused a touch ing and  
generous offer by  1he  r h en Rector Joh n  
Casey. to rem i t  al l tu it i on. an cl board i ng 
foes. During lhese years 1 acq u i red a de p 
respect for the  i n tel lectua l  u·ad it ion. of 
the Jesuits. especiall}" their in istcnce on 
reason ancl science, although of course 
there were some who hardly honoured 
those tracl it ions.  I learned tha t  ome 
priests deserved respecl., and . om onJy 



; 

con t emp t . The l a t ter i s  m ain ly  w h at .I 
feel for die modern, p o s t-Vatica o I I ,  
degenerate Society of Jesus. 

B u t  w h i le we a re a_p pea l i n g  to past 
l ives, I re member clear ly tha t  you r  
aman u e o si s  . . Pe ter Col e m an. a worthy 
and respected  p red eces s o r  i o  t h i s  
e d i t orial cha i r, was  in .h i s  yo u th  a n  
outsp oken adheren t  of the  ph i l o sophy 
o f  t h e  u ncom p romising a the is t  John
Anderson, and  wa s d i s ta nt ly associated
w i th the early Syd ney Pu sh and
L i berta riani sm. Th ere is a ph wgraph
of him s t ri d ing  alo n g  George s tree t
w ith a possibly Pu sh girl (the photo was
u s ed as cover pie on a novel abou t the
Pu s h ), and on her Olhe r s i d e  the la te
D a rcy Wa ters, "Horse," the  A donis  of
the  Pu sh aud  a chronically unsuccess fu l
g a m  bier a n d  s u ccessfu l  b !ud ger. Later
yo u r  a m a JJ u e n 5i s  w rote a b i t t er anack
nn censorsh i p  of any kind. He has since
revised h i s  opin ions on this and many
things, includ ing your pu tative existence
- not at al l a rea son for condemnation,
but good reason for an argument.

I remain, thank God. an atheist. 

Paddy. 

PAIJ llAI(' M, c , , , � , .,, i> Editor of (!1Ladra11£ and � 
columnis t  wi t h  Th, . fo,tralian.Q uadrnm ediron.il 
for July-AuguSJ 21'.ili� \ '\o 96 I .  Repr in t t·d " i 1h 
penn i�s ion . 

Pol it ics No Party 

W
H AT'S W I D E LY conside red
essen t ia l  to re presentat ive 

demo cracy, yet is looked upon  
w ith � row ing  d is t rust i n  mode m  
de m ocra cies? T he po l i t i.ca l p a rty. 
No one 's  wr i t i ng  its c;i b ituary  yet , 
bu t  t he  d i strust  h a s  some u n sett l i ng 
imp l ications ,  a rgue Rui�sel l  J .  Dalto n ,  
a p o l i t i c a l  s c ient is t  a t  the  U n ivers i ty  
of C a l ifofn i a , I rv i n e , a n d  Ste ve n A.  
Weldon, a grad uate student there .  

The pervas ive d i strust  i s  obv ious  
in o p i n io n  po l l s .  Res ponde nts i n  1 7  
of 2 0  Western democracies surveyed 
i n  2004 i de nt if ied po l i t ica l pa r t i es  
as the inst i tut io n s  m o st affected by  
conu pti o n .  I n  s u rve ys con ducte d 
betwe e n  1 9 96 a n d  2000  i n  1 3  
adva n ced i n d ustr i a l  democrac ies ,  
o.n l y  3 0  per cent  of those po l led (38
per  cent  i n  the U n i ted S tates) sa jd
they bel ieved that parties care w h a t
ord in�ry peopl e thil'lk I t 's n o t  o n l y  t h e
part ies that a re i n  b a d  o d o r  w i th  t h e

STOP PRESS 

J n  h i s  ori gina l  Leuer to the Editor 
respon d i n g  to Pa d dy McGD i n n e s s's 
defence of ath e i sm .  rhe  Almighty u sed 
PeH'r Co l eman a s  an a manuen s i s. [ See 
Annals 3 April/May 2007 Co leman has 
been aga in  d rawn i n to service, aud has 
made th e foUowing  comment on Paddy 
McC u i n n ess's "Re.p ly to God"s le t ter to 
the Editor': 

Dear Paddy, 
A yea r  or two ago the Engl i sh 

philosopher. Amony Flew, abandoned 
his l i felong  l'.Ommit rnent. to at heism 
and annou need that he is rtow a thei�r. 
(It was tht' ari.u ment from desigu that 
won him m t'r. ) Espnu s i n !f  the i •rn  ur 
de i sm  is  not t lw ,arne a, cum ert i l lE 
to Christianit� . Bu t  i t  i s  a step in th e 
r i �h t  d irect ion . h is nm, goo d  to 

pub l ic .  But i n  the E u ropean Unio n ,  
t h e  p u b l i c j udged po l it i ca l  part ies 
the l east trustwo rthy of a long  l is t  of 
insti tut ions in annual surveys between 
1 997 and 2004. They won the tnist of 
only an average of 17 per cent of the 
E U  population . Even big corporat ions ,  
with the second-lowest tru st leve l ,  did 
much better than  that, passing muster 
with 33 per  cent of those polled. What 
d i ffe re nce does the  d istrust make? It 
red u ces voter tu rnout ,  for one t h i ng .  
St i l l ,  most people w h o  a re cyn ica l  
a bout pol i t ica l  part ies  conti nue to  go 
to  the po l l s .  Some i n  Denmarl< a n d  
elsewhere opt for far-rig ht "anti -party" 
pa rt ies . (Far-left parti�s seem to have 
much less appeal to distrustfu l vote rs 
except in countr ies whe re there ' s  no 
fa r-r ight al ternat ive ,  such as Sweden .) 
Most d i st rusters tend to hold the i r  
noses a n d  vote fo r a l'l  estab l i shed 
par ty, usual l y one that's out of power. 
In the 1 9 96-2000  s u rveys of 1 3  
i n d ustr ia l dem oc ra cies,  on ly  1 6  per 
cent of the d istrusters d id  not vote. In 
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�ee that you too, Pa<l<ly. a ls ( )  a wel l • 
known athe isL ar., moving in the same 
direction. 

For example, in you r  Letter above, 
you note w i th your u sual dari t) 
t.hai- �the harde t of a the i s L s  cannot.  
but  wonder and feel i n  a,  e o f  the 
u niverse, or be m ove d by rel ig iou s
art which gives some feel ing of ch i ,;." 
There .i s  a hint of Antony F'Jew in thi� .

You go on w tc! l  you r  readers o f  
you r -deep respect fo r  t h e  intdlectua l  
trad i t i on s  of t he  Jesu i c s  l p re-Vat ican 
I I ] .  espl"l'ial l y  t h e i r  i n s i� tfi'n(·e on 
reason and stienn::· 

You a l so su ppo rt Cardina l  Pel l 
i n  h i s  a<lv i c-t' co Parliam e n t ari a n s. 
especially �self- sty led Cat.h o l i e s�. 
concerning Church doctrine in relation 
to embryonic stem cell t"t'search. 

None of these is concl u s i ve . B u i  
in m y  t'arl ier Leue.r to the F.ditor I 
said I was not without  hope of your 
revers ion  to the fai I h .  Your latest 
concessions encourap;e Me finiher. 

I remain. 
as ever. 
Cod. 

the U n ited S tates ,  however, that 
number rose to 30 per cent . 

Part icular nat ional  co nd i t ions 
and  scanda l s  exp l a i n s ome 
of what's occu rr i ng ,  b ut the 
spread i ng  d i ssat i s facUon is 
;a gene ra l pattern  acro ss the 
Weste rn democra cies , '  say· 
D a lto n a n d  We ldo n . That 
d issat isfact i on has spurred 
electo ral reforms i n  the U n ited 
States (e .g . ,  te rm l i mlts) , I t a l y ,  
Japan ,  New Ze a l a nd . a nd 
e l sewhere . I t 's a lso p rom pt ing 
"more i nvo lvement  i n  non 
partisan forms o f  pol it ical action; 
s uch as c i t ize n  interest  g roups 
and refe re n d u m s. A nd ,  the  
authors bel ieve , it wil l eventual ly 
lead to l ouder demands fo r 
d i rect cit izen i nvolve ment i n  the 
deta i ls  of policy ad ministrati on .  
Th is  'pub l ic  scept i c i sm abou t  
pol itioal part ies is one piece of  a 
general synd rome i nvolv i ng  th .e 
pub l ic 's g rowi n g  d o u bts about  
rep resen tative demo cra cy, and 
a se arch fo r o ther  democrat i c  
forms.' 

- Source "Public Images of Poli.lical
Patties: A necessary E.vil?' by Russell J , 
Dalton and Steven A. Weldon , in West 

European Politics, November 2005 
quoted in 'Partied Oul,' in The Wilson

Quarrerly, Spring 2006, p.79. 



MEDIA MATTERS 

By]AMES M RRAY 

New Light 

Time ( epc mber 3) remroed lO the days of 
Luce lpun inteudcd) with ics cover �Lor�: Tiu:

Secrel Life ef .1!Qlher Tere.w on her pr l�ni:red 
spiricual :struggle_. Hy-lined David Van Bi wa, 
the t0ry is based on letters released under the 
ciilc. Atfotlm· Tere.ra: Cam JJe ll.Jy LighL a book. 
compiled and diced by Brian Ko! clicjcbuk. 

Bit•ma's sumuiary is pnc pti\ • balanced aud 
... compare b r ·trui;glcs to the classic· dark nighr 

of th' soul · perieu •d b_v th Spani h m ric 1 
Jolm of th Cros . 

Christopher Hirchen, who allacked lorh�1· 
11 resa in his diatribe MiuionarlJ Posirian. 
gns �pa('t' co compare her strug le: \\ith th,H 
of Communi,t and their di�illu;ic,nment. :\u 
mention of his o-..·n disilJu,,fonment with the 
Cumumnis.c ,ec-c. Tr-ot�kr�w. 

Th..- hea...-ier-cJ!ibr� )ldlcolm -Yluggeridge. 
who helped co make her work known through, 
Something Brautifi,lfar Gori, \1 a� one recipient of 
her letter.. 

' ... The pen,onal love Christ has for vou is 
infinite -The small difficult\' you havt' ;t' Hi 
Church is finite - Owr<·ome �h-e finite with the 
infinite." Muggeridge did. bel·oming a Cathollic 
in 1982. 

Th 5t11nmary wi1h pix run to t!ight pages. 
'fot included: the six-word paradox of the 
lcalian-bom Archbi hop of Cantl·rbury. St 
Ansdm: 'Doubt is t.l1e shidd i: f faich.' 

Sporting Power 

TI1e disparagi.ug phrase. ·playing politics· !� 
odd. Polilica is a game, a great game., a seriou5 
game Lile cridr.et which it so much re emLlc� in 
i1� lllL'( of arcane rnle . boredom. exasperation 
:md ,11ciden e,.�cicemem. 

l ��d by hacks, the phra e becomes even
odder. I racks after alJ aspire co play politics tl1t• 
way Australlar:is play crick.et: with t.levas1ari11g 
el,m. Haples ·nt:ss. however. ca.tl follow elan like 
a beepirw mobile pl>0rtt· ried to Shane Warne. 

•\;,k Michael lkissenden. Paul Daley and 
Tony \VrighL the parliamentary gaUery all _ tnr� 
who tran�f'ormed themselvc into the Thret
Musketeers in a Barrie Kosky adaptation of Julius 
CaNar (John Howard. Cat!sar: Peter GosteJJo, 

Brutus: Tony AbbClc, Mark AnthonJ: Malcolm 
Turnbull, Augustus Caesar; Alexar rder Downer. 
Ci..nna). 

T'har tJ1 • trio dined ,vich Co ttllo at the Water 
Edge R ·•scauranc, C:rnherra. but Jid not wine 
him into amne. ia. has pa5ed into 1-lack.dorn"s 
folk.lore. Tl1e Water f:dge was rhen owned bv 
Wright's wife. Fiona. 

Que.stion for a brave reporrer, Tim Palmer, 
110w l:'XE'C producer of the AB Jfedia IVatc/1... 
an cl hi pre enter. the reduu btable Monica 
Attard. If in tht-ir m-er:,ea,; as�ignml."rlts. they 
had come acro.•s a ;imildrh- owned re,t.:iuranr in 
\\'d hi11g10u. Loni.Jon. �lo�cow. Pa!'i. ur Tokyo, 
\\Ouldn·1 the� haH· rrmarked: Dinner ,m �lit: 
hou,;e? Ew<' "bo-se? 

There again che harde I chaJle.nge for 
reportt•r� i co treat home 111rf as if it were 
foreign . Above all what should follow from the 
episode is a reaHsaticm rbar hacks who play 
politic with source� in th parliame.nrar ·ph re 
may find it encourage juci p.:es to think that 
hacks on tougher heats have no abimlute right 
tu protect their sourc-es. anci. therefore. decide 10 
send them jailwardK 

Spruiking Duo 

As the Prime l\'Jfoister John l I.award dccidt's 
on £ for Election Day, hf' and his opponent 
K •vin Rudd are like a pair of spruiker;; in a 
:-hopping mall Whatever Howard pitchef-, Rudd 
matches or, as with the nation'· hospitals. 1urn,, 
up the volume 011 his loud hailer to Pitpand on 
Howard. 

Tb� latter is a!J-eady aware t.his is not an 
elect.io11 for hirn and bis team to win; it is on • 
for Kevin Rudd and hi tl' m to lose. A.ad the 
more Rudd echoes and prate� to the cle<'tor:ne 
like a glib public �ervaot ·briefing a dim minister 
while an.swering hi!. own que ci n5.. a.he more he 
increases his chances of lo in 

·111ou hr: if Ben Chin . • bank uacionalisation
was his Labor soc.iali, l policy too far, Howard's 
AWA� :�re his Liberal social policy too far. flut 
what dot•� that make 

Rudd's AWAs II? 

More fudge of the das y cliplomacic kind he 
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d i�p layed i11 responding vaguely, if not Ha igly. 
LO reports of his drinking bo ut in a New York 
d ive with Col Allan wh i le votaries nf the nw;.c 
T erpsichore s o l icited alms by perform i n g t h e  
Dance of the SE·ve.11 Cl iches. 

Ou tstand i n g. So o u tstau d ing that in a nat ion 
av i d  for worl d re co rd s, K �!vi11 R u d d  mu st b e  
dcfinE.d as the planet's f irst po fojcian to oppose 
a gove.mmem whose pol ic ies heiped r.o make his 
wife ri ch while he got by ou the re larively frugal 
emobm1ents of a member of parliament. 

Brother S pare a Ti m e  

The Excl u sive B rethren are o n e  o f  t h e 
ma ny � ect;; d eri v in g  fro m t b e  Protes ta n t  (a n d  
fissiparou s )  Refo rmation, th e ir mo s t  in 1rigu in g 
m a rk b ei n g t h a t  t h e y  1.:on trive no n - vo ti n g 
illegal) aod politfraJ funding (legal). 

O rigi n al l y  t h e P lym o u tl1 B n•tb 1·en. th ey 
w ere fo u nd e d  in 1 82 7  by Jo h n  Ne lso n Darby, 
a Pro t est a nt C h u rch of Irela n d  m i n isrer. and 
Edw ard Grou in, a Catholic, bo t h  critica l of t h e  
sp iT ituality i n  their respective ch urches. 

S u b - s ects of th e PB s incl u de the Excl u si v e s. 
t h e  Ke l lyi t e s  :r n d  t h e  Newto n i ces. D e s p i t e t h i s. 
the d eci sfon of M ethod i st/ An glica o/Lib e.ral John 
H o wa r d  to m e e t  Exc. l u si v e  repres e n t a t i v e s  i s  
more d emo crati c tb an the  d ecis ion o f  C a th o li c/ 
An g l i c an /n on -de nom in a t ion a l  L ubori t e  Kevin 
Rud d  to refu se to m eet t hem .  

Me th o d i s m  i s  a se ct of  Ang l i ca u .i s m ,  thou gh 
John Wesley n ever forma lly rep u d ia ted t b e  la tter. 
Angl i can i �m i n  r u rn  i s  a se cc of C a thol i ci sm ,  a 
s ect  w h o se S overeign Head by de s cen t  fro m 
Hen ry V f l l ,  s eria l  dis po ser o f  wiv8s ,  is Queen  
El izab e th I I ;  i t  i s  a s ect, i n fl a ted by  En g l i s h  
natio n al ism a u d  im periaUsrn wh ich at i ts apogee 
was deffoed as : Toe Tory Party a t. praye r.' 

S o  where d oes t h a t  l eave  t h e  C a t h o l i c  
Ch u rch? Where i t  was w h e n  it  wa s  founded  by 
Jes us Christ  on the rod c11.lled Pete r� w ho den ied 
Him chrice b ef ore going on to preach his gospel 
b ravely and wi tnessed to H im in a cruel dead, .  

Kev i n  Other 

T I1 e  M i ni ster for Immigration. Kevin Andrt!Ws, 
took  bu c kets of i n k  over his appeal against the  
Fed e ra l  C o u rt B ri s h ane j u d gcmen L Ly J u stice 
Je ffrey S pender tbat h i s  dec;i s iun to withdraw Or 
!l.fobarnmed Han eers vi sa was wro ngly based in 
l aw. 

Ha<l the court decisio n go ne th e o ther way, 
Mohammed Haneef  s l egal tearu would surely 
h ave app ea led  aga i ns t  it, and c iv i l  l i b erta rians 
wo u l d  have seen it as part of dne process.  B u t  
d u e  pro cess  i s  a two - way street. Or d o  s o m e  
interpre L t h e  separation o f  powers LO mean the 

execu tive can.not appeal aga i n st a p ro -activP 
judiciary? 

The q uestioning of Ha neef by Detective 
Sergea nt Adam Simms was : ;een by hacks as 
\1 t :11. p lod dish, rich coming from a grou p w 11ose 
a po cr: ph a · ind u d  rh , i m mortal qu ery posed 
at Syd n e v · �  airport to a not u n k now n crooner: 
'Hm1 do you spdl Sinatra ?' 

I n  t he ,;.eem i n g  Va[; U e1tes � of S im m s ' s 
<J U e sti o n ing. yo u r  co rres po n d e nt s u ggests 
a nother de m  • nt a t  work: a shre wd co p avoiding 
th e p o ssibilin · o f l at er a ccu sation s of leading a
confu sed Aan,�cf 

U nre so l ve d  a .c ch i ,  writi n g : 1 h e  qu es t i on o f  
h o w  H an eers brn [ h e r  S h uai b kne w a b o u t  the 
in vo l vem e n t of th ei r re l a t iv es S abe e l  Ah m ed 
an d Kafeel Ahmed in th<" Lo n don/Glasgow car
bomb plots b efore their id i :n t i c iP� we.re pu blkl y 
k nown. 

Th e qu e sr i o n wa s ra i�ed b� D a  \ i d  Mar r 
(Faiyfa x Med i a, A u g 2 5- 2 6 1 . )Iarr. n o  p l o d d .  
di d nm a ns w er it, pre s u m a b l� b l'."ca m e  o f  an 
avers i o n  t o  o bv i o u s rh et ,, ric al qu t- � t io.n , :  d i d  
S h uaib have at least a hu nch th�ir rela£ive5 \\ 'Crt' 
i nto somethi ng dire? 

H ig h  Ti m e s  

Fo rn e r  H i gh Co u rt j udge M i c:h a .:-1  .'.\I d lu gh. 
ad d re s si n g  t h e  N S W  Bar  A ss o ci a t i o n .  S � ·d n e:, , 
regretted that t h e  'Go l den  Age  o f  th e B a r · " a , 
o ve r. c i t i n g  a s  ' v i  de  nee th e fa ll in h a rri , i e r  
i ncome by coropa1· i son wi th o ther occupaciom. 

' ln m o s t  s o ci e ti e s  i n c o me i s  a n  u n e rr i n g:  
i .nd i cator o f  s tat u s,' he  �ai d . 'The income o f  the 
highest  earnjng barris ter is  lmt a fraction  of the 
in co m e  o f  an ac tor  s u ch a$ N i co le  K i d m an. a 
s inc;N such as Kylie Minogu e, a spor tsman s .uch 
as L l eyro n Hewitt, au announcer � uch a �  _-\ l a n  
Jones or a ban ker such as Alan .Moss: 

Repo rting thi s, M_i chae l Pel ly ( The A um·a lia n, 
August 2 5 )  did not say where �lcl::lug.h·� cong -uc> 
was i n  relation to his cheek .  H e  d id  report 1. h a t  
Mcl iugh's  address conta ined a summary o f  how 
civilian lawyers emerged from Henry Y l f f s ban 
on the pracrice of c.anon law. 

Cue  fo r a m ov i e  sto ry l i n e :  a to u gh. we l l 
pens ioned veteran j u dge St:' ; the  need  fo r 
an o rder o f  c leri ca l  l a v,yers ( \-[ono : Pr o B(}no }  
to prove,  as c l erics h aY e d o n e  i n  ogri c u l t u re, 
education and med icine ,  chat money i s  no t  thP 
u uerring ind i cato r of  trut:' Ha tu 5 .  Tb e ord er 's 
fo under is played with barri5ter b rio by !vlichael 
McHugh. haiJed a thP new Chips Rafferty. 

H i s  c l .imactic �peech (in a case ab o u t  the  
e,x plo itat ion of ,pec ial-v i5a workers by a mean 
employer.. played agai n st type by Nicole Kid man) 
cl oses with the li nl:': 'When m oney becomes t h e  
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measure o f  ni l  Lhings. humani ty is nothing: 

Bus h y  Puzzle 

l11e upen ing b) President  George W D ush of  
Gulf War n i n  lraq ,1 a a mifaary lunacy. At the 
time. r,c, me l'ri 1 ic,;; compare d  it to the luna y of 
Viet nam. The renn ·q uagmire' rather rhan the> 
mor apt ·quid a nd' became the merapbor de 
jour. 

Bu  when  Bush compares the conserJ t t <' ll tes 
of a r.- r reat from I raq to those of  the V ie tn am 
re t reat, h e  is howled down despi t a (·ous  ·n Hu s  
tha t  t h t'.  A nwricans (a n d  t h e  he .ro i  · Sou t h  
\ it·rn ,irnt•��) won the war on the gro und but'  lost 
i t  on home-frolll televis ion. 

A i- A m  rican� say : Co figu re, beanig in mind 
that Ositrua bi n Lad e n  was niggcred 10 ac:tion by 
I h e  p u U-o u 1  of U S  force!'  i n  Somal ia after t h c-y 
took d1eir 81.i k. H awk casualties. 

Right Oh 

The R ighi t0 K nov.· C al i t ion is a fa i r  
off, p r inp;  of Freedom of the Pre s� a n d  fref' 
Sp ech : i1 i ndu<les such major orgaiu�ation .  JS 
Nl"W Limited and Fa irf.u: Media. 

One of the  wost  effecti\ e baftle ,1p;a i_nsl the  
Righ t  to Know i s  'Nationa l  Se(:u ri ty". Bu r  ther�• 
i s  a n  e e n  mor • t•ffe ct ive b a ffle :  'Commerda !  
i n  Con fi dence'. a bo ffle tha t  i n d ica tes corporate 
power has upervl:'n ed (>\'CJ' th e power of el<:'t'tt'rl 
govcmru • nt. 

u � i n g  il, b u si n e s s e s, i n c l u d i n g rn 1· d i a
b u  i n  se s. o b fu sca t e  o n  mauers o r  p ub l i c  
i m ert:s l  r11 thCJ· t han  i, ettin g an ex am ple to 
�ove mments  by ope n i ng u p the mse Jv,-s, �ay 
about their o"·err.eas t.ax-sheher opera1ions. 

Prospccw es? Annual reports? Forms of  
li tcra.curc chat can make James Augusm Aloy iu  
Joyce' Finn,:gv.n s Wake see m l i kr  a model  o f  
clarity. 111at said. your correspondent sigh ted 1 10 
open adve.1'Li serucnt for c.he dlair of tht• R ip;lu to 
K.now Coali t ion  or its AWA term s. 

No n e t h eles� .  he was i m pressed by t l 1 1• 
bala nce of l r  •ue  M o,s_, the cha fr  who e m  ·rged 
at a Right tO K now C t,al i don d i nner i n  yd n c  
( Th · Austra l i a u. C h 1· i  · Meri m, Augu � r  3 
· J mtjt u t i on s,' she said. 'need w be m ore open
ai1d media n eed s to  be more responsib le.

for h i s  d inner: me A nglo-Austra l ian Gt•offr 
Roben · on QC a ng an o ld- ong about  a B i l l  
of  Ri�hts withou L  reference to  its potenti a l  a
a lawyers feast. o reported suggestion a Lo
i nsti cu liun. that shouJd set the gold standard of
open ae5,.

Fed era l and s la te  govern ment  ? Te l t ra and 
O p1 u s? Buu k� .  s p  - eHiL"u l l  t he  n a t ion ·  m ost 
succ� sfu l .  global operation :  Macq uarie Banlt? 

Boomerang Empire 

Ba rri n{! regu l atory veto, hc·s go t it. Rupen 
�l u rdoch ha�: Dow Jones and i ts  K.oh-i- our, 
Tire Wall Street JoumaL Bur ironical !) t b  mor(
an  empire expands - Ruman, Bri L ish. Ott oman. 
fre.nc-h, fai.ri'a.x - the more it ri k.. b real-np. 

And 1.he BaDcrnfi. fami ly, owners of Dow Junes 
for more than a cent u ry, have· !ihuwu w hat ca n 
happen when a S a m�u rr b rand bhcs  a jawbo ne  
of ca sh :  enough Pb il l i � t i u e s  snc( .'u mb  t o  i>u � u r€' 
vicrory. 

Mu rdoch is a ru ight_\ �w agmun to whom your 
correspondem wa.  happy to gi ve d i rec-t i o n 8. 
when needed. in L ndon. But h w doe he create 
il.DJ.Ilunjty to a situation where the bred-up v:ail ue 
of hi empire to hi,; heir, hecome_ greater t lum 
the whole. a � ima,ion nut bl!� ond death. market 
force, in feaeral and the ,,-1 rate1?,ctll .  of li beny 
\fed ia·,,- John �lal ne in panicular·! 

o doubt fani(IJ Fair <.:o l u m nist  i\l i  ·hae l
Wo I f[. <.:om m i  s ion ed by Do u b l eday  to w ri te  
a new biography wrn tr y 1 0  find ou t. M mdod1  
hai- reponed!y o ffe red co-o pera t ion .  Wh i c h  
does n ot mean the biography w i l l b 1• dctin it iv� 
as DCl o bl d a  _ _ ug:g:csts. De� pitc Righi w K, 1ow. 
Ut" fi n i t i ve b io  •raph ies  of the  l i ke s  of Rupert 
M u rd , ,c·h art· po sibJe 1 1 1 l y  if  po�thuroout-1ly ( eg. 
Pau l  BH rry\ new, updaced bing-raphy of t h e  late 
Ken1' Packer). 

Benedictine Mari sts 

The mot to Laborarc �rt Orore • To � ode. 
is to Pray - inspire order. t her t ba.n  t lu: 
Beuedktines - a though t p rovt' d  by a yj  i t  
( family marriage ) to 111e Herm itage. M ittagong. 
N SW. a ,·aeri e, v in eyard, p u mpli11 and o rchard 
p ro pl.'rty of  Benedict i_ n e  beau t)' and o rdt'r run 
hy  the  M"arist BrothC'r� . 

1'h • Hermi tage i s  a Ct'l l l re for n• 1 -reats  o f  a l l  
ki n d s . 'Di e Mari s t  Food & Wirw  Fe st ival Di nner 
i s  being held there on Sat u rdo_y 29  ep tembt"r 
( R SV P  Fri rl ay 7 Sep1 e111ber, wo early pe rhaps 
for readers of this issue). 

B u t  a t J1e G uide J\-fi heUn might .iy: ord t  
t he detou r for the  ce l lar-door w i ne. , j a m s  
a n d  esg5. Or a d iary enuy. Co nta , ,  deta i ls: 
(02)  4872 1 9 1  I. mbwi11es@h i11et . oc 1 . au  or 
v.-,vw.ruaristbrothe1-swines.com.au 

(l.'} Austral-Media Pty Ltd 2007 

ANNALS AUSTRALASIA 37 AUG UST 2007 



CATHOLIC CU LTU RE 

Pope Benedict XVT leads the Way 

THEMES FOR CATHOLIC LIVING 

ROBERT TI LLEY discu es his n ew book 

H E R E  a rt' e v e r a l 
fa c e t s  t o  my b o o k 
Benerlirt X VI and the 
Search for Truth. h" s 
an introduct ion LO tht' 
wr i t ings o f  B e n e d ic t ;  
i t ' s  a b i t  of a hi torr: 

and its an oven·iew of s rts of some 
of the major con troversies in  wh ich 
he s had a role to  play. notably t.bosc 
deal ing. with theol ogical l ib eralism. It 
eve n  ha, an e plan ati o n  of hi� now 
well-known sp ech at Regensburg. 

Bur  th bo k is more than th i  ; i 1·s 
al ·o an argument. Let me explai n. 

Fi 1·st and foremost the  b ook i s  
a thematic overv il.'w of Bened ict 's 
philosoph • and theology. and, perh a p� 
more important ly, it's about how tht>se 
two disci pl ines mesh together. For how 
they mesh  t ogether exp l a i n t he  way 
B ne<lin t h i n ks and the  m e t h od he 
u es. 1n fact, i t  explain m u ch abou t
CaLholic t h eol o�y proper. I n  e�s ence.
B ued ict's i s  a /zierarchical , ay of
th i n k_ i n  - o n e  lhat se rves t o  e p l a i 1 1
nor on ly how ph ilo�ophy and th oloE,'),. 
fi t  to e th r. bul also whal  the nature of
the relationship j_ betw(!e l l  1.h Catholic
Chu rch a n d  Prote ta n L i  · 1 1 1 , :JS wt"!! as
bNween Judai 1u and other religions.
In um. j u st a� theology perf et.
philosophy. sn too <loc,; Christ i a n i ty
perfect all religion.

Ab m derns  wc- oft e n  ha 1 1 l k  at 
the mention of h i e rarchy. but  w h at 
t h i s  book. set o u t  to s how tl1rough a 
careful exposition of Benedict's works. 
is tha t  a hiera1 hical way of think ing ib 
a truly inclusive way of thinking. A way 
of th inking th a t  preserves othe  rrwss 
a n d  d ifferen ce yet not at the  ex.pen c 
of t ruth. A way of think_ing. in faet, that 
perfects o therne s s  and difference. A s  
Bened ict note , one does not prese rv.
d ifference a one mig;ht pre er\'e 
exhi b i t  i n  a m u_  eum rather i it the 
ea e that only d1at which is p�rfccted is 
truly preserved. 

Benedict XVI and the Search for Truth 

by Robert Til ley 
St. Paul's Publications, Sydney, 2007.  

Avai lable from Paul ine Books and 
Media. Also from Borders. 

How th i s  rea soning works it elf 
ou l  in inte r-religious and e u m e nica l
d ia logue, as we l l  as i n  the pol i t ical
a .rena (notably i n  re feren e to
Libe ration Theology w hich i also
treat ed  of in Lhe b a ok). i s  omech i n g
Bene d i ct has  e t  h i m sel f t o  expla i n
t.hroughout  rhc  rourse o f  h i s  rel igiou
car · 1·. The rh i ng  i Bened i ct ' ·  ou1pm
ha been, to  pm it m i ldly, e n o rm o u  .
Th e aim of my b ook i ro d i s 1 i l  a n d
systematise h i ,  t h i nk ing, mak_i _ n g  h i s
work arressibl t o  a far wider audie 1lce
than might otherwise be the case.

One of the major problem · Bened ict 
has co n fro n ted is tha t  l ib e ra H  m bas 
l a id  c l :d m  to be ing the ckfrndcr of
difference and  i 1 1clu,.io11 .  Th u �. ha iug

been seen to b<' a cri tic of l i.bera l ism. 
Benedict has rout inely been pre�ented 
as being in tolerant. non-inclusive, and 
power-niad. I ll sh o rt, t he u ual  clithes 
crnp lo  •�cl by a simplistic media .  B u t, 
as we Ree i n  t h e  bo ok,  the  logi c of 
l i beral i sm has. despite i ts  o ften goo d
i ntention s. end d up red u c ing a.II
religions  to what can be described as
a rather  b l an d, and sometime& even
inane, todgc ( i f. thar is, stodg an
be  i nane) .  Li beral i sm ha · e n d e d  up
reducing b th phiJosoph , a11d theology
to j u st anothe l' t:as i ly  d ige stible.
bc::caus  b]and, om umer i t  ·m.

.My book. is an argu men t  io favour 
of Il ene.d i et's po i t i on, but  i t  i s  not, 
I hope. a h e ctoring or overb eari ng 
a rgu meur .  The b ook., on m ight s ay, 
i . a consen·a tive r heologica l ar tempt 
not only to exp la in  B ued ict"s works 
bu t  also to ngage i n  a d ia logue • an 
argument in the goo d sense of the term 
- wi th  L h  ological lib e:ra l ism .  The aim

to show that a num ber o f  the major

Looking on in  
'Helpless Horror'? 

G
OOD-NATURED , unambitious men are cowards when they have no
religion. They are dominated and exploited , not only by greedy and 

often half-witted and half-al ive weaklings who will do anyth ing for cigars, 
champagne and motor ca rs and the more ch i ld ish  and selfish  uses of 
money, but by a ble and sound administrators who can do noth ing else 
with them than dominate and exploit them. Government and exploitat ion 
become synonymous under such circumstances .  and the world is final ly 
ruled by the ch i ld ish .  the brigands and the blackguards. Those who refuse 
to sta nd in with them a re persecu ted and occasional ly  executed when 
they give any trouble to the exploiters .  They fa ll Into poverty when they 
l ack l ucrat tve specific talents . At the present moment [ 1 92 1 ]  one half of
Europe, having knocked the other half down , Is trying to kick it to death,
and may succeed: a procedure which is, logical ly, sound Neo-Darwinlsrn.
And the good -natured majo r ity a re looking o n  In helpless horro r. or
a l lowing themse lves to be pe rsuaded by the newspapers of the ir
exploiters that the kicking is  not on ly  a sound commercial investment, but
an act of divine justice of which they a re the ardent instruments.

• George Bernard Shaw ( 1 856-1' 950), Sack ro Methuselah 
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nrn cern � i 1 1  l i b eralism are. i n  fact, 
better ser-..ed b� Ben edict than they are 
by many l ibera.h lh em �elws. 

The book tuwrs not only the issues 
of e c u menic al and i n t�r-rel i gi n u s  
d iak1g u e. but  a b o  Bened ict's crit i qu e  
of l ate-ca pital i s t  con s u m erism,  h i s  
e n �a ge ment w id t  manv of d ie  maj or 
a nt i -re l igi o u s  p hil oso phers of the 
n1 o d ern p e.r iod.  h i s  c.ontri b m i o n s  to 
c1mtemporarJ discussions on the n ature 
of pcrsonhood, i� sues in h ermen eut ics. 
a n d. p e rh aps mo�t  i n tri gu i n gly of al l .  
h ow v i s i ons  of Our Lady w o rk to 
underm ine the  m odern domina nce 
uf a soul- destroyin g pragmatic way of 
thinking. 

I n  th e fi r s t  t h i rd  o f  the book  the  
rela tion s h i p a n d  cont i ilu i ty b e tween 
the  c h in k i n g of J o h n  Pau l  I I  a n d  
Ben e d i ct i s  br, u gh t  o u t, e spec i al ly i n  
rt· la t-ion to wh at tb former termed the 
Cu lture of Death.  An: we. a� both John 
Pa u l  and Bened ict h ave argued. livi n� 
in a cukure tha t  i s, inci pient ly a late
modern form of 1 )ta l i t ari a 1 1 i s m, the  
c.h i e f  expression of w h i cl1 i;. ra m p .Hi t
co n s u m erisni "t H a s  con � u m eri s t
th ink in � b e cc ,me ,; n  poi, erful that  n ot
on ly d o  w e  now define  the v a l u e  o f
human  l ife b_ market forces, w t'· even
u e them to d e.fine the very na ture o f
w h a t  i t  is t o  be a se l f: v,•focb i s  m say a
person?

As the book progresses these themes 
a re e:i.: pandcd u pon i n rt: l at i on  to the 
issu e �  mem ion  d a b ove. Th e h onk 
co n cl u des  by br i n gi ng all  the  1 h emes  
t oget her by re ference t o  D ' ned i cr 's 
encycl ical  Cod i.,, love.  h d oes so, 
esc hew in g the  ra ther  s1� n t i men t a l  
rea d i n gs of t he  encyclical in ord er t o  
�how how love. pro perly u nders tood, 
is t h e  p erfec t ion  u f  all  that  has go u e  
before, 

Th e b ook is, I. hop e, an e ngagi ng 
re ad. one  tha t  h a :;  a conve rsat ional  
tone thou g:b not at the expen�e of the 
sc.hol ars h i p  1 herei n .  The H rgu men t 
unfol d ,  I i k e  a pi n t  a n d  l h i s. f. be l ieve. 
c·arrics 1 he read1:r on, j ust as a good plot 
does in a non.'!. As noted above, i t"5 not 
j ust a work of description; it  is :1 work 
t ha t  wa n t o  1 0  per� u ade, t o  co nv i nce 
and  ! O  w in  over. b u  1. n ot, I .hope, in a 
b lustering or bea n -handed manner. 

Rob"rt Tille�-- has � Ph . D fr,,n, d ,� U 1 1 ivel' s i 1 y 
of S) dney. H ,, h,cn,,.., I<> l\duJ, Edu . -a tiun un 
Ph i losophy . Th co lOB) dncl H i , t tH"Y c,/' I deas. 
robi 1 l ley,@yahqo.com .n , 1 .  
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I nto t h e  W i l d  

Ch r i s w p h e r  Mc Candle 22. 

g r a d u a te d fro m college i n  t h e  .l 990s. 
I n s te ad of ta.k i ng the ex pected. gold
br i c k . car e e r  path, h e  c h o s e  t h e  
w il derness tr ails of Amer ica. His choice 
w a s the s u bj e c t  of a b e s t  sel l e r . N o t  
r he j o urnal h e  kep t b u t  a book. by Jon 
Krakau er. 

Fro m t h a t  b o o k  w r i t es/ director  
Se a n  Pe n n  has  cr a ft e d  a road m o v ie 
ch a t  m i x e s  t h e  s a d  a n d  t h e  d a zzl i n g, 
fo rgi ve ne s s  a n d  l o v e, sepa _ r a t ion a n d  
reconci l ia t i o n  w h i l e  ui v i n g  a p a rt h e  
cou l d  h a ve p l a ed him sel f  w i Lb a l i tt le  
Vas eH ne on  Lh e  lt:ns ) to  £mile H i rs ch . 

1he cast includes Marda Gay Harde□ 
and William Hu rt as b ereft parents, and 
Cat he ri ne Ke e ner a;. a �•in tage h ipp i e. 
Hirsch no t only acts them off the o f f 
the screen but also a grizzly bear 1md a 
pack of waive,. 

A la s ka ,1 a ,  : \kCa ndl e ;, � ·s u l t i m aH' 
d e s tination . Z i g -zaggi ng to ward , 
it, h e  w o rLe d in rhe S o u th Da ko 1 a 
whea tfield s, wime red i n  a derel ic1 bus, 
cano ed th e r n p id s  o f  Co l o rado River 
and l ived o n  the edge of the ramshackle 
Slab C ity, Cal ifo rnja. 

He was fo l lo w ing a t rail blazed by 
Jack Ke ronac a nd earlier by J i m  Tu lly, 
greatest of hobo wr ite rs. And someo ne 
else. 

Such is the su bt le, reconciJjatory 
power of Penn 's movie that it takes y o u

a wh i le to real i 'e who that so meo ne 
e lse was: t l 1e ma n who we n t  i n to the 
dese n for fo rty days a nd fo rty n igh ts 
be fo re go ing o n  to redeem the world. 

M** *-.sn,v 

Once 

W ri tten and di rected by John 
Carney. �im p ie but not a rtless, this 
romanC'e bri ngs together in Dub lin a 
husk.er (_Gle11 Hansa rd of the Frames, 
with whom Ca rney played ba s guitar) 
and a flower selle r (Ma rketa l rglova. a 

pianist from the Czech R ,public ), no{ 
flash, Eu ro Dubliu b l ll  the Dubli n of 
sidestreets , lanes, terraces and pub�, the 
Dublin o f  the diaspo ra t ramformed imo 
the Dublin of refugees from l reland "s 
spi ritual impc rium th roughout the 
·world. 

The roma. uce of the busker and 
the flower selle r (shades of Cba rli
Chaplin 's Cil!J Lights) does no t end in 
tht: acc:.u 5tomcd ci nematic bed end . It 

M OVI ES 

By J AM E S M U R RA 

opens to a fut u re  of m u sic. 
O n e  ca v i l :  H a n .  a rd s i n g s  in the 

na�a l ,  ;; Ly l e  of  rock- 'n'- roll that mal..es 
it d i f fi c u l t  t o  u n tl e rs ca n d  his  lyrics. 
W hen re ad ( i n  the  p ro d u ct i o n  n o tes ) 
th ey s h o w  t r u e  poetry a n d  w o u ld 
h a v e  h e nefi t cd fro m a to t 1 t·h of J o h n  
McCorm ack. cl ari ty. 

Tuite this sinking b oat and poim i t  
h ome 

We "ve s till got t ime. 
Raise yo u r  h op e ful l'o ic" you ha d 

a choice 
falli n g- s low ly s ing _vo u r  mel ody 
I l l s ing along 

After t h e. Wed d i n g  

\\ "rire r director S u , -a n ne B i er gin's 
u s  .l a l 'o b  M arl s  Mik k e l s en )  o n ce 
go n e  to p ot b u t  1·i seJJ tn ru nu in g au 
o rp ha nage. iu In d ia. H e  ret u rn s  to 
De nma rk i me o t on raising fu n ds from 
a tycoon Jorgen ( Rolf Lassga rd ) and is 
i nvited to the wedding o f hi, dangb ter 
A n na (Sti ne Fischer Chr istensen ), 
where he meets h is wife Hell•ne (Sidse 
Babett K nudse n ). 

Pred ictable '/ Scarcely. D uri ng a nd 
aft er the wedd i ng, Bier adds elements 
that speak to eternal verities. 

M ik ke lsen 's bleak cha rm is matched 
by Knudsen · s worn be.gui lemen r 
and b o th a re ove r whel med by the 
b l u ff powe r Lassga rd 's Jorgen brings 
to havi u" h is way. H ut it is uot the 
expec red way 

The 1 1th Hour 

A lthough il p i les ice -cap c:naclysm 
on ca rb on d iox ide ·a tas t rophe, th is 
is not me re ly a no LheT doom -gloo m 
docume n ta ry. I ts talk ing heads -
Ame ricans djsplayiug the oa t io na! 
abili ty m talk sense under wet cemen t -
do o ffer a range of ingenious mea .u res 
to beat pollutio n  a nd global warming . 

Leo na rdo D iCaprio is the chorus 
leade r Lot mode · dy a nd effectively 
lea ves the best a nd closing lines LO 
mo re than 50 experts, amo ng th e, r n  
M ikha i l Go rbachev, Stephen Haw.ling
and ex-CIA hoss James Woo l· ey. 

TBA***NFFV 
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Stard ust 

Director �Ianhe\1 Vaughn mi nes Neil 
Gai man'£, book. for thi� fan tasy: m ixing 
fl yi ng p i ra t e s, ·w i cked witches  a n d  
d u elling gobl ins  i n  t h e  ..- i l lage o f  Wall, 

o called 1.iecausc i1 i p1·ocec1 Pd from a 
parallel magical univrrse by a wal l .

Bard to s ay w h o  h a s  the most  fu n. 
Ch arlie C ox and S i en ua Mill er play star
cros sed sweethearts,  t h e i r  s tar b e i n g 

Claire Danes . .Peter O'Toole is the loony 
k i n g  o f  S tormhold w hose hei r s  a w ait  
h i s  dyi n g. Ricky Gerv a i s  plays a sha dy 
t r a d e r  a n d  M i ch e l l e  Pfie ffer a w i tch 
in tent on eternal beauty. 

R o b e rt <le Niro ro llic k s  o u  a s  a 
p ira t e  ki n g  i n  a s tyl e w h id 1  a p p ears to 
d e ri v e  fro m w a t  .h i ng 1 00 m u d1 Barry 
H u m phries/ Da me Ed na [\ eri d 0 e. 

PG * * * S F'FV 

F u r: A n  I m ag i n a ry Po rtra it 
of Di a n e  A rb u s  

Unfu rge rtab l e  i s  t h e  obvi o u s  
descri ption. Diane Arb u s  wa a h u nte r 
w it h  a ca m era. a sym patheti c h unter 
whose snb jects were those disabled or 
margi nalised in some way 01· oilier. 

Nicole Kidman plays Arbus and 
moves into rhe sonambu l ist ic mode 
she adopts for her �erious acting ro les. 
Lionel s .... ·eeney (Robert Downey .f r) 
a sufferer from chrunic ha. ir ine5s plays 
Beast to i\:rbus · s Beauty 

Unfortu a.aiely, directo 1· Steven 
Steinberg imaginary ponrait seem to 
be strong!!r on his imagi nation tl 1an on 
1.he facts of Arbus 's l ife: Lhe result is a 
clever movie that moves at the paee of a 
fox with a wooden leg. 

MA15+***NFFV 

Next 

Cris Johnson (N icho las Cage ) is a 
con juror work ing in Las Vegas under 

the name Cad i l lac. His shabby act 
conceals an ability to foresee the future. 
Not the dis tant fu ture but a pund1 
before- it is de livered, a bu l let on the 
way or a plot twist_ 

This makes him a person of in tereSt 
Lo FBl agent Ca l l ie Ferr i� (Ju l ianne 
Moore, kind o

f 
r pris ing her ro le as 

C larice tarl jng in . Banniba{) . Th. is time 
round s] 1e is dea l i ug w i th a nuclear
armed group of cerro1is1.s (non -Middle 
Eastern appearance but p • J �s ib ly 
Chechneyans ) . 

Directo r Lt<<:: Ta 1 1 1a l 1 u r i ' �  1.a leu1 



for pace and era h-bang th ri l ls help-; 
tu conceal die fact thaL  riter& Gar1· 
Go l d m an, Jonath an Hen . leigh and  
Pa ul Bernha□m are light yea rs from th  
or i gin a l  s c i - fi shor t  story, 7'/2e  G1Jlden
Man by Philip K Di<'k.

Cad i l i ac  and C alli e m u s t p i·evcn t  
t h e  destru cti o n  of Los A n ge les .  Does 
s u ccess lead t h em t o  a ti o a l  c l i n c h  
u n d e r  rh ben ign gaze o f  Go,·ernor
Amold Scbwartscnegmir plaJing himself 
jn a cameo? 

o way. The cliche of Ule final clinch
i;ocs co Li:r. Cooper (Je "ica D iel ), a 
teacher of poor  ch i ldren i n  a Lat i n o  
town s h i p, prec i pito us .  11 a 1c J1. t o  a l l ow 
for cliff-hangers. 

M * * *  FF'V 

Year of the Dog 

No dog b u r a q u i  t l  • h i la ri o u s . 
uburban comedy, w riuc 1 1  and dir ct d 

by f\:[ike White. Molly han non tar a 
Pe · who bas to pul h r l i f.  cogcrher 
a ai n when ber beloved Beagle, Pencil 
dies myscreriously. 

There for her are b est frit'□d Ln li:i 
( Regi n a  K i ng ).  b rother P i<:'r  ( To m  
McCart hy . hi s ,1·i fe Brr1 � L.w ra Di-ru ) 
and canoph ile Petet· S.t1"gao.rcl ) . 

More am b ival e n t  i n  h i s  i n t e11 t ions  
is A l  John  C Reill  ) l 1 c r  nex t - door. 
n ighbou r. '; h i te d raws from his cast 
p rformance d1at treat  thE' ma terial 
with a seriousness io which at ire 
gl inl 

I n s ide Pari s 
(Dans Par is )  

,l'tot C ay Pa ree b u t  a gri m  s u b u rb 
where Pau l  Olomain Duri s )  has b rok n 
u p  with h i s  girl fri e n d  A n o o..  (J oa nn a
Pre i s  . His you nger brot her  Jo 1 1 a rha.n
Loujs Carrel seeks to  cheer h im while

bo1h eke out  a sad r la t i unship wirh
1 heir father Mirl.-:o (Guy Marchand ) 
di orced from Commuoi  m and  h is 
w if  b u t  u ncertair1 wh ich  wa, more 
imporrnnr. 

A l l  the players br in g convi c t ion  to 
their roles .  So does director Christophe 
Honor . He sees h i s  movie a s  a tribute 
LO t h e  New Wa ve, now as old as the  
Rol l i u g  Stones . O t hers m ay take a 
di Jfe renL view: Yo u 1h  i wasted o n  tbe. 
young who speud it paying superfluous 
homage to eh<' old. 

Official 
Classifications key 

G :  for gen era l exhib it ion;  PG:  
parental gu idance recommended 
fo r pe rs o n s  u n der  I 5 years ;  
M 1 5 + :  rec o m m e n d e d  fo r 
mature audiences 1 5  years and 
over ; MA 1 5+: restrictions apply 
to persons under the age of 1 5; 
R 1 8 + : Restricted to a d u lts. 

1 8  years and over. 

Annals supplementary 
advice 

SFFV: Suitable For Family Viewing; 
NFFV: Not For Family Viewing. 

No Reservations 

[f you have seen /11/o.rt(y . Vartho.,_ 
yoUI appctife for 1 his Rollywood cover 
\-�rsion may be duUed. despite Ule be;t 
elfon� ol d i1sect0r Scott ( ½ine )  Hich to 
add le;:t .  Cacheri11 � Zeta-Jones is _her!"} 
fi n e  .i.11 the pa.rt nl ace ded il.'ated c/1�/de 
brigade as i s  Abiga i l  D res l i n  playing the 
niece who seems St't to spoil the perfect 
pie of her life. Aar<.m Eclthan's sous chef, 
N ick. is so wooden you could use bim 
co get juice from lemon . .  

Needed a soupcou o f  Latino charm, 
say Antonio Banderas, who co-starred 
"" ith Jnues in Zo,ro. 

Die tiard 4 .0  

The ori i n a !  Die Hard was L>a sed o n  
a novel LAX w h ich h a d  a s t rong plot. 
Th is seq oc l  is b ased nn a magaz i ne  
piece about t he  ab olmely real dangers 
of compurer terrori ts hu tt ing dowu an 
economy. 

Th e plot 1eods to hover between 
ramsh ackle and  flimsy i.o that John 
Mclai n e  (Bruce Wil l i s ) can drive a 
r ruck through i t ,  and  doe \\· b en the 
jo i n t  d irecto rs M ark Bomback  and 
Dav id .M arco ni  t h i n k  the  mov ie  needs 
gee-wbizzing. 

Teamed ith cLaiuc• i� a computer 
s u per nerd Matt Farrel l (J u s tin Long) 
wh o bas the po tt"n t i a l  ro o u tback 
the terrori st gang led by an ace, ex 
governrnem a em Thomas Gabriel 
(Tirno1hy Olyphant). fu rioui- c hat bis  
superiors wou lrl not  l i s 1en when he 
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w arn >d of L h  dangers of computer 
terrori m.  ( choes here surely of FB I 
agents who e field reports were noL co
ordinated at HQ pre 9/ 1 1  ). 

Not ooly does McLaiae have to save 
the world. but  al!iO his rebel daugh ter 
Lul'.y ( Mary El izabeth Winstead ) .  

For a l l  h i  t ravails Wi l l i s, at 52 looks  
as fi t  for effecti ve act ion  in auy c i t  as 
his a\'a tar  Joho Wayne  w a s  l O  gal l op 
a h o rse io an) w e  t ern pra irie.  o 
dou bt, w hen h ha_ recruited a fresh 
t eam of _rnnrmen and neet of cars to
wr eck. be'll b into the mayhem of Die 
Hard 5 .0 .  (Tr i v i a  note :  The orig i n a l 
Die Hard� wer  • members of Bri rni n' . 
M i d d les<':-< Regimen t  who fou gh t  a 
tw o-fro n t  act ion in Egy pt ent itl i n g  
them t o  e n r  l'ron t  and b a c k  ca p 
badgt's). 

Black Book 

Th� lunger i r  t ake for a war sto ry 
to reat·h the � reen_ the more l i kt'  
triple d is c i ll d pi1it i t  becomes as  Pau l  
Verhoeve n ·s  t a k e  o o  World War I f  i ri  
Holland show,, A t  a time when mainly 
.B r i t i s 11 and C a n ad i an  force s w e.re 
slogging thr(1t 1gh the  floo ded lowlands 
r o  Ams terdam. memb ers of the  Du t ch  
resis1an ' were in acriou. 

Ilu l  L l ie  r s i .  tance was riven with 
treachery. a l reachery that s u ffu ses 
V. rhoeven s tak  on a Jewish cabaret
singer aon blonde for safety (C larice 
Va n Hou ten) meet i ng  an urbane � 
officer (Sebastian Koch). 

Th e i r  fa tf'd i nt eracti o o  d rives the  
mov ie  t h ro ugh  ecnes  o f  o rgi a s t ic 
panying. murd 1: bomhi . ng.. tortur ·. 1 ur 
doe ¥ tho v n spare the ordu re. 

M 1 5+* * * N FFV 

The Si mpsons Movie 

For t ho. e who have ooc watched 
Homer Simpson, his mis us forge hii. 
soo Ban and ibl i ng:s on tele\ ision. 
dire ctor Da\• i d � iJ erman creates a 
chance co  ass s the rea sons  fo r  the 
show's popu larity. For those who h a  e 
watched, he tables a conceo rrated serve 
of lany plott i ng, s igh t  gags aod a daf�y 
e□d i ug. 

Ob l igator v icwiug only fo r 
journaJ j st who_ · wage · may have been 
paid by the profit that have flowed lo 
20d1 Cent u.ry Fo and Rupert Murdoch. 

PC***SFFV 



Hai rspray 

E1ru b ernnce bea.ts b a n al i ty fro m 
Lhe openi n g  scen e of dire ctor  Adam 
S hank.man's a n d  writer Lesl ie Di xon's 
v in tage musical  in which Tracy 
Tu rnbla d (new comer NiHi Blon sky) 
d an ces, bou u d s  artd bou n<:es thro1 tgh 
her native city singing, 'Good Morning, 
Baki mot·e !' 

Such is her vitality that John Tra;volra 
playing her Mom in a fat-su it and frock, 
and Chr i stopher Walken  playing her  
beanpole Pop, have the  desperate air of 
sen iors trying to re m e mber, not thei r 
steps, bu t  where they left their Zimmer 
frames. 

No Zimmer frames for .Mich e l l e  
Pfe i ffer and Q u e en Lati fah pl ayi n g  
d u el l i n g produ cers of whi te  a n d  b lack 
TV mnsic!11 shows. Amanda Byne does 
a cle ver t u rn as Tracy's pal, Pen ny 
Pi ngleto n . Not so sure a bo u t  the  
bu siness of her Mom (Allison Janney ) 
nsing rosary beads as a comic prop. 

PG***SFFV 

I Now Pronounce 
You Chuck and Larry 

Adam S a nd l er is l i ke t h e  l itt l e g i rl 
with a curl. When he's good. he's very, 
very good; when he's bad he's horrible. 

He i s, p l aying Ch uck to Kev in  
Jame s's Larry. Both  are  mac h o  New 
York firemen who go throngh a form of 
hom osexual union. Odious compm·i son 
hav-e been made wit h Odd Be<!fa!lows 
stani ng Paul Bogan  ;iod Michael Caton. 

Director Dennis Dugan does va.ry the 
basic plot. 'Ihe reason Chuck and Larry 
get hitched is not  fur a tax break b u t  
to ensure Larry's pension passes to his 
ch i1dren. And that's the movie's nadir :  
ch i ldr ,n b ej  ng su bjected to playing in 
a farce where creepin ess, banal i ty and 
th e obvious  col l ide like garbage tru cks 
in a fog. 

�1 *N FFV 

The White Planet 

Directors Th ierry Rago be.rt, 
Th ie rry Pl aman ida, Jean Lem.ire a n d  
t h ej r camera crew d i s play the  largely 
u ndiscovered Arctic in al l  its splen dour
a s  it chan ges from d ark n e ss to br i ef
perp etu al l igh t, ice cl iffs crashing into
t h e  sea wh e re polar bears h u n t  seal s
and penguiJ lS frolic.

They give us the birth of a polar bear 
cub and its first s tep� as we.I I as t h e  

The Cathol i c  Ch u rch i n  confl ict 

with t:he Roman Em pi re 

T
he  idea of separat ion  of Chu rch  and  state came r nto the 

wor ld  fi rst th ro1:.1 g h  Christi an i ty. U nt i l  then the po l i t i ca l  

constitut ion and rel i g ion were a lways un ited . It was the norm 

in alf cultures for the state to have saora l ity i n  itself and be the 

supreme protection of sacra l i ty. Th is held true for the pret'tistory 

of Ch rist i an ity in the O ld  Testament .  I n  Israe l  the two- th ings 

a re i A iti a l ly fused . On ly when I srae l 's  faith emerges from the 

people and  becomes the fa ith of a l l peop les does i t  become 

detached from identifi cation w i th  politics a nd prove to be an  

elemerit that stands above po l it ica l  div is ions and  differences .  

That is also the real  po int  o f  oonfl i ct between Christianity and 

the Roman Empire. 

- Pope Benedic U(VI .  writing when Cardina, Ratz0n9er, in Salt of the 5arth: Tile Church 

at the End of the Millennium lgr.a· ·s Press. 1 997, pp .239-240. 

fate of a caribou calf ca ugh t up in the 

planet's biggest terrestrial migration. 
G* **SFFV 

Evening 

Director Laj os Kol tai  d elivers a 
melo d ram a freighted with l a ughter, 
tears and stars, ancieut and modem .  171e 
former are Va11 essa Redgrave, E i l een 
Atk..ins, Meryl Su-eep and Glen n  Close. 
The latter are Claire Danes, Tony Colette, 
Natasha Richard so11 ( d a u ghte r of 
Vanessa) and  Mami G ummer (daughter 
of Meryl). 

A gains t  this l u strou regiment Claire 
Danes, Patrick Wil son and 1-fu<rh Dancy 
p art icu larly h ave a to u gh t ime  t ime  
sp ark. l in g. But  th ey try, l ike z i rco o s  
agains t  d iamonds,  as the movie shift s  
between present a n d  past - a wedding, 
sailing and generalised frolicking - while 
the music swells to the hining of the  
moon. 

If Micha el Cunningham was n ot 
cre di ted with th e script, yo u wou ld  
swear it  had  been disinterred from the 
F Scott Fitzgerald Hollywood archive. 

M * * N ffV 

In the Land of Women 

Meg Ryan ret u rns but in dolefu l  
m o d e  no t comic .  Writer/d i re ctor 
Jonathan Kas dan casts her as Sarah 
Ha rdwicke, a h ousewife i n  a s u burb 
where the lavms are green with schmaltz. 
and she  has can cer. 

Enou gh al ready? Not  qui te .  She 
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al5o ha, a fa i thle s s  h uband, au d two 
daughters. the e l d er, Lucy (Kri ste11 
S te\,·an ) \,  ayward, the  yonnge r  Paige 
\Iakp ii ,- gaJ \ ise beyond her years. 

The a, ;; ] �- i o c  fo r ch ange i o  h er 
l i fe a nd c e i r-s i s  Carter Web b  ( A da m
Brody). tak.ing time off from be ing  a

porn script\\Titer to look after his fra i l
but fei�t; grandma Olympi a Dukakis) .

If nothin
,, 

ebe. the movie proves lhat 
stardom. unlil · kry-pt nie. is  not a shield 
agaimt disa;,,e:-. 

Fantast ic  Four:  R i se of 
the S i lver  Surfer  

As  i f  to demonstrate h i ,  pro digi ous  
tale11 1  - or po s s i bly to p ay off h i s  
mortgage - Ioan Grufudd again takes 
the lead. thi, time as Mr Fantastic in this 
Man·el C0mics sequel playing alongside 
co-heroe� .:;ue S rn rm. the Invisible 
Woman (J<"ssica Alba), the Human Torch 
(Craig Evans )  and The Thing (Mich ael 
Chillis ). 

B u t  the hok u m  hon o u rs go lO a 
Vegemite Kid, Julian McMahon, playing 
Dr  Venom. G reat fun. But  co uldn't be 
noisier if the soundtrack were composed 
a ma ssed band  of j ack.h ammers an d 
tanks. 

As mentioned here before, the dl,:,ct 
cannot be p o s it ive  for c.h i J d ren an d 
cou ld  wreck the hearing aids  of their 
elders .  

PC ***SFFV 
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kee 

Moved by the desperate plight of Christians 
in the Roly Land and throughout the Middle 
East, the Catholic charity Aid to the Church 
in Need (ACN) has been supporting the 
country s beleaguered Christian population. 

Sadl. , due to ongoing violence and 
oppre ion the proportion of Christians 
in the Holy Land ha plummeted from 20 
percent to as little as 1.4 percent in the last 
40 ear . 

AC i helping to keep faith and hope 
ali e throughout the region by providing 
urgent aid to priests religious and la 
people, offering subsistence help to refugee 
and building and repairing churches and 
conv nts. PI a e help us strengthen and 
rebuild the Church in the land of Christ s 
birth. 

A beautiful, bandcrafted crib, made of olive 
wood in Bethlehem, will be sent to all those 
who give a donation of $20.00 or more to 
help this campaign. 

Plea tick the b x below if you would like to rccei c the little oli e , ood crib*. 
--------------------------

Gt 
Help Keep Christianity Alive in the Holy Land and Middle East
end To: Aid to the Church in eed, PO Bo 6245 Black own DC SW 2148 

Phone/Fa No: (02) 9679-1929 E-mail: info idtocburch.org Web: www.aidtochurcb.org 

IM/e enclose $ ................ to help keep Christianity alive in the Payment method: OCheque/money order endosed 
Holy Land and Middle East. OR please debit my credit card 
0Yes please send me the little olive wood crib* 0 Visa 

Made of olive wood from 
0 Mastercard 

PG: �19 

theHolyland,thisdelightful 
DODD □□□□ □□□□ DODD little crib scene is powerfully 

evocative of Christ's 
birthplace. Exp. Date_/_ Signature ............................. . 
The cribs are lovingly, BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE 
handcrafted by poverty 
stricken families in Bethlehem Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Rev .................................... . . 
and your donation helps 
them survive. 
(Size:10.5 cm x 10.5 cm x 5.5 cm) 

Address ..................... .......... ............... . 

AID TO THE CHURCH IN NEED ... A Catholic charity · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · .Pos'tcode · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
dependent on the Holy See, providing pastoral relief to 
needy and oppressed Churches. Ph • • • • • • • • . • . • • . • ... Email ........................•.... 
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THE AFTERLIFE 

Little Trinil!J Angels [LTAsj and prayers in honour ef the Holy Trinity 

WHAT A MYSTERY! 

HEY say that 13 is a.n 

unlucky number.What 
nonsense. The angels 
know better. There is 
1.he I of the Oue Cod
ancl the 3 of the 'C11ree
B les sP d Pc rson s in

God. ft surely is a blessed number. 
It is a mystery that even the 

archangels cannot comprehend. There 
were the Augustinian� ;;o called after 
St Augu!-tinc, who liked co invite the 
Blessed Mother to allow her soo to 

play once more in the sand. of one of 
tht• beautiful beachc of heaven. They 
wanted to re-enact the story of the boy 
ma.king a little hole in the sand and 
explaining to a learned doctor that he 
wa. pourin.g the ocean into his little 
hole. When Jc, us was more free, his 
Blessed Mother would aUow him, but 
not too often, to play along. 

By ]ATltEs MunRE'l .• MHM 

T
HESE whimseys of Father James
Muhren offer a refeshingly Catholic 

perspect ive on heavenly life. We may 
find theo logy with a dash of humour, 
as well as generous servings of 
faith, hope and charity - all the while 
drawing on the price less treasury of 
Catholic tradition and imagination. Ed. 
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What a de light it was, as all the 
angels and archangels would be aJlowed 
tu look upon the scene. They could hear 

the sweet sounding voice of the Child 
c:.. plaining to t.he learned doctor, that 
1he .\ly5tery of the Blessed Trinity can 
ne\er be contained in a created mind, 
en:n a� the whole ocean could not 

possibJ,. be poured om in the little hole 
in the sand. 

Adoring the .:.\'1y5tery is the greatest 
joy of hea\'1:n. The Holy Holy Holys 
resound continuoush from cloud to 
cloud and rhe counties:;. choirs of angels 
and saint$ caunoc ger enough, as it 
were. from prai�ing the Mystery of the 
DiYine Three in One. They know the 
weak human dt•£<..rip1ion of how the 
Son clesnmd, from rhe Father and how 
the link between cl1tc father and the Son 
is the Ho!�- Sp1rii. Thi� "'Iystery is so 
divine and so profound chat angels and 



Available from CHEVALIER PRESS 

Four Gospels for Catholi�s 
are bappy to annmmce that four commentaries on the 

ynoptic Gospels and the Gospel of St John by .Father Michael 
Fallon, MSC, have been published and are uow available from 

Chevalier Press. 
Well known tlu·oughout Australia for hj courses on Sacred Scriptl.11', and
for 'I7re Rno· Gospels, The Letters '![&if. and 'lTle Apocalypse, all of which 
were best-sellers, Father Fallon has written four commentari.e on the Gospels 
of Matthew, Mark, Luke and Jolm. 
TI1ese four books are intended for ordinary Catholic people who wish to 
deepeo their faith and their knowledge of th gospels. We fed sure that 
die will also atrract a wide readership among non-Catholic believers who 
love the scriptures. 

- * The Gospel of Mattltew� 595 pp

* The Gospel ef Mark, 294 pp

* The Gospel rif Luke, 375 pp
* The Gospel ef Joh� 386 pp

$24.95 each

or (special discount price): $80 for the set of four

Postage e.xll'a. Orders may be sent to our postal address, 
Chevalier Press, P.O. Box 13, Kensington, NSW 2033, 

or by phoning (02) 9662 7894 or faxing (02) 9662 1910. 
[Price includes CST) 

Copies ma.y also be obtained from any good Catholic book store. 

THE PSALMS 

A recent commentary by Fr Michael Fallon MSC 
$40 [jncludes postage and GST] 

An entirely new study ideal for prayer and reflection. 

.AfJw available .from Chevalier Press at th.e a.hove address. 

saints have a whole eternity to ponder 
and be inflamed in love by it 

Meanwhile on the Little Trinity 
Angels' [LTA] doud, exci1ement" 
rum high when Blessed 'Ihniry 
Sunday comes near. That is their day. 
That is their honour. All the various 
computerized calculators are checked 
and rechecked. Their settings are 
compared aod compared again. There 
may rrot be a mistake. It is all for the 

glory of the Blessed Trinity. They are 
tuned in, directed w the earth below. 
Mostly they go to the tratlitional 
Catholic countries. But also �ome 
Protestant areas ai·c includ,ed depending 
on how closely they are still linked with 
the traditions of the One Holy Catholic 
and Apostolic Church. 'l'be Little Trinity 
Angels must admit that the mimber has 
greatly decrease.cl in the last decen.nia. 
People seem not to pray so .much any 
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Spin Doctors 
Take Note 

A
merican histor;an Steven
Shapin. in his forceful 

exploration of the basis for 
scientific knowledge in the 
se,venteenth century, links the 
origins of English experimental 
philosophy with the cultural 
importance 0f truthfulness -
'the gentlemanly constitution of 
scientific truth,' as Shapin puts 
it. He argues that our personal 
knowledge of the world depends to 
a large degree on what others tell 
us. Our understandin!:J therefore 
has a moral character, based as 
it must be on trust In constructing 
a body of reliable individual 
knowledge, trustworthy people are 
crucial. In the seventeenth century, 
the concept of the gentleman 
embodied these notions of trust. 
'Honor· was the key to believing 
someone's testimony. Lying was 
seen as incompatible with a 
civilized society. 

- The Dawn otMcScience. by Richard
editor or The Lancet, a weekly medical
Journal based in London and New York. 

more. and if they do, it is less formal. 
Still they must be ready. They want to 
be as accurate as possible. There are 
two categories. There is the Sign of 
tlte Cross and the Glory be. On Trinity 
Sunday how often is the Lord God 
almighty honoured and praised: In the

name o/ 1he Fat/1er and o
f 

the Son and <!_l 
tl1e.JJoly Spirit. How often will they hear 
recited: Glory be to the Father, and to tlw 
Son and to the Holy Spirit? 

Will it exceed fast year's total, or will 
perhaps the declining trend clmtinue? 
The L'l'As all hope that it will be the 
former. Happily they check, happily they 
pray for a marvellous outcome. 

hTHEtt J,,Mrn M -HREN i, a Mill Hill Missionary who 
has dc.oo,ed his lift• ro working amour, the people 
of Borneo, princip:i.ll_y in the Pari.•h of St. �lary· in 
Sibu. He is now rctin:d and living in Holland. 



Now Available from Chevalier Press 

TWO NEW BOOKLETS 

Ideal as gifts for Christmas or Easter, Birthdays or Confirmation or simply 
to fill in gaps in your library of Catholic Faith and Tradition. 

Whatever h 
to th

e
"·· I appened uveveA Postles?

WHATEVER HAPPENED 

TO THE RELICS OF OUR LORD'S PASSION AND DEATH? 
60pp [including cover] 

Price $10 
[includes postage anywhere in Australia + GSTI 

WHATEVER HAPPENED TO THE TWELVE APOSTLES? 
106pp [including cover] 

Price $15 
[includes postage anywhere in Australia + GSTI 

THE 2 BOOKLETS AS A SET: $20 
[includes postage anywhere in Australia + GSTI 

Paul Stenhouse MSC is editor of Annals Australasia and author of the invaluable series 

Understanding Catholicism (10 booklets], Why Do Cathplics? 

Catholic Answers to Bible Christians [2 booklets], and the ever popular 

Annals Almanach of Catholic Curiosities. 

All publications available immediately from Chevalier Press 
PO Box 13, Kensington NSW Australia 2033 

Ph: 02-9662-7894 Fax: 02-9662-1910 Email: annalsaustralasia@gmail.com 




