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SHOW KINDNESS 

TI THO GAVE YOU the power to gaze on the beauty 
VV of the sky, the course of the sun, the circle of the

moon, and the multitude of the stars? Who gave you the 
power to discern the harmony and order that shines out 
like music in them all? 

From whom do you have the rain, agriculture, your 
food, crafts, dwelling houses, laws and constitutions, civi
lized life, friendship and intimacy with your relations? To 
whom do you owe it that some of the animals are tamed 
and subject to us, and others are given over for our food? 
Who made you lord and king over everything on earth? 
Without naming all the individual items, who gave man all 
the gifts by which he is superior to other living beings? 

Surely the answer to all these questions is quite simply 
God - and God now asks you before all things and in 
re-turn for all things, to show kindness. When there are 
so many benefits which we have either received from him 
or which we hope to receive from him in future, surely 
we would be ashamed to refuse him this one point in 
return, namely kindness and love. Although he is our God 
and our Lord, he is not ashamed to be called our Father, 
and will we shut ourselves off from those who are related 
to us? 

- St Gregory Nazianzen, 329-390 AD, contemporary of St Basil, appointed
bishop of Constantinople in 381 AD. From his Orations, 14,23-25 quoted
in The Roman Breviary for the Second Reading at Matins for Monday of the

First Week of Lent. 
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POPE GIVES BLESSING AS 

BISHOP TAKES ON SECTS 

By ]oHN PoNTIFEX

A new bishop from Mexico has received the blessing of 
the Pope as he sets out to halt the growth of "aggressive" 
religious sects. 

Monsignor Pedro Pablo Elizondo is returning to the Latin 
American country with a foundation stone blessed by Pope 
Benedict XVI, the first stage in the creation of a seminary 
specifically designed to counter the massive growth of US

.based sects determined to win converts from Catholicism. 
The bishop, whose prelature - a forerunner to the creation of a diocese -

is on Mexico's Caribbean coast, said the meeting with the Pope renewed his 
determination to stem the tide of the religious sects, which are targeting the 
many areas with a shortage of priests. 

In an interview with Aid to the Church in Need given after his meeting with 
the Pope, Mgr Elizondo said: "The Holy Father was very interested to hear about 
our plans - indeed he was very happy;' 

The meeting, which formed part of the Pope's five-yearly Ad Limina 
conference with the Mexican bishops, was set against a backdrop of an acute 
shortage of priests ministering to a population about 12 times what. it was 30 
years ago. 

There are now only 55 priests for a population of more than one million. 
As a Catholic charity which supports persecuted and poverty-stricken 

Catholics, Aid to the Church in Need has committed key funding to the major 
seminary, the first to be built in Bishop Elizondo's prelature of Cancun
Cherumal. 

The bishop stated that an increase in priests was crucial because it was a lack 
of clergy - rather than a loss of faith - which was causing some of his flock to 
switch to the sects, whose ministers far oumumbered Catholic clergy. 

Bishop Elizondo went on to complain about the methods used by the 
religious sects to convert Catholics. He said: "They are very aggressive. If we 
go spreading the word of God by knocking on doors twice a week, they will 
respond by knocking on doors every day." 

He also expressed grave reservations about the sects' beliefs. "The sects are 
very mixed, some are OK but I am not so sure about the others, in fact, we have 
the good, the bad and the ugly." 

He said some of their beliefs were based on "strange" superstitions and 
others preached "hell-fire" sermons. "They preach too much about hell and 
condemnation; he said. 

The major seminary - for adult students to the priesthood - will complement 
the minor seminary - for boys - who are in temporary accommodation. 

Meantime, the bishop wants to create a pastoral centre to train salaried full
time catechists, a major boost to the 25 now based in the prelature. He also 
wants the centre to be for volunteer catechists, and is hoping to have 1,500 
soon. 

- For furcher information, contact the Sydney office of ACN on (02) 9679-1929. 
e-mail: info@aidtochurch.ori:; or write LO Aid to the Church in Need PO Box 6245 Blacktown DC 
NSW 2148. Web: www.aidtochurch.org 
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EDITORIAL 

The Qur�n and Islamic Law and Practice 

IN SEARCH OF A MERCIFUL GOD 

ON -MUSLIMS 
are perplexed by 

* many western TV
• productions and

radio interviews
that treat of Islam.
Such programmes

usually include segments of melodious 
Qur'anic chants, accompanied by 
images of smiling young people, and 
references to Islam as a merciful and 
peaceful religion - despite innumerable 
world-wide and continuing instances of 
barbarism, cruelty and mercilessness. 
T he Islamist  suicide-bombers ,  
kidnappers and murderers carry out 
their deadly campaigns against non
Muslims and their fellow-Muslims while 
holding aloft copies of the Qur'an, 
and shouting verses from it to justify 
their alleged fidelity to its tenets. UK 
Prime Minister Tony Blair, echoing the 
constant politically-correct refrain of 
most Western leaders, recently described 
such Islamists as following a 'distorted' 
view of Orthodox Islam. 

How distorted is this view of the 
Islamists? The concepts of Forgiveness 
and Mercy are kept to the forefront of 
Islamic consciousness by the repetition 
of the familiar mantra Bi-smillahi r

Rahmani r-Rahim 'In the Name of Allah 
the Merciful and the Compassionate,' 
at the beginning of all correspondence, 
all public and private functions and 
especially all prayer. Known as the 
Bismala, this formula occurs 114 times 
in the Qur'an at the beginning of every 
Sura except the 9th

• 

The nature of the invocation and 
the form it takes is modelled on and 
reminiscent of the Catholic practice 
of making the sign of the Cross. 
Tertullian, 1 Minucius Felix,2 St Ambrose,3 
St Augustine,• St John Chrysostom5 

et alii hundreds of years before Islam 
arose, remind Christians that from 
the moment of rising until they retire 
at night everything they do should be 

By PAUL STENHOUSE, MSC 

done 'In the Name of the Father, the 
Son and the Holy Spirit'. 

To understand what follows - which 
is mainly concerned with what Islam 
teaches about mercy and forgiveness -
and not just what the spin-doctors would 
have us believe Islam teaches - one must 
appreciate the degree of equivocation 
not to say confusion that exists in 
the Qur'an and the Islamic Tradition 
[Sunna). Ambiguities, anachronisms and 
contradictions abound. 

Global Jihad 

T
his is a hot war, fought on three
continents. Its evolution has 

largely been funded by Saudi Arabia. 
The Saudis have spent $US70 b'illion 
($93 billion) over the past 20 years 
funding Wahhabism," Yael Shahar 
told me last week. Shahar is on the 
faculty at the International Policy 
Institute for Counter-Terrorism in Tel 
Aviv, the world's leading academic 
institute for counter-terrorism. Given 
that Wahhabism is the most rigid, 
and most aggressive form of Islam, 
it means that the West's appetite for 
oil and motor cars has fuelled not 
just global warming, but global jihad. 

Jihad and shahada have been 
the common denominators of the 
otherwise unrelated bloodshed in 
Indonesia, Thailand, the Philippines 
and the violent arc of a dozen 
Islamic states from Pakistan 
to Morocco. It is the common 
denominator of bloodshed in 
Britain, France, Spain, Holland and 
the United States, all the scenes 
of terrorist attacks, and Belgium, 
Denmark, Sweden, Germany and 
Italy, where growing Muslim threats 
and violence are part of what is 
now a global confrontation between 
Western values and medievalism. 

- Paul Sheehan, 'An eyewitness view 
of the new world war,' Sydney Morning 

Herald December 30, 2006 
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When Islamists say that the Qur'an 
reveals a merciful God they are telling 
the truth; one of Allah's names is 
'Merciful: (Sura 17,110]. But Allah can 
also he merciless [Sura 4,48]. They 
also speak the truth when they say, for 
example, that Muslims and non-Muslims 
have equal rights in Islamic countries. 
But the truth is not what it seems. 

Allah is merciful and compassionate, 
and Muslims believe that he is 'the most 
merciful of those who show mercy' 
[Suras: 7,151; 12,64; 21,83 etc]. But, 
according to the Qur'an, God's mercy 
is not bestowed upon all his creatures 
indiscriminately. Not everyone, 
according to Islamic teaching, is worthy 
of his mercy.6 

The rub is that, according to the 
Qur'an, Allah loves only Muslims; he does 
not love the unbelievers and unrighteous 
(Suras: 2,276; 3,32, 57, 140; 4,107). He 
is the 'enemy' of the unbelievers [Sura 
2,98). He does not extend mercy towards 
infidels, and even forbids Muslims to 
pray for them or to ask pardon for them 
[Sura 9,84, l l3-II4]. 

Allah's mercy is reserved for Muslims

- it doesn't extend to those who refuse
to accept the 'da'wa' or 'invitation to
submit to Allah as Muslims'. God will
not forgive those who reject faith [Suras
4,168; 9,80; 63,5-6) and who persist in
doing evil [Sura 4,18]. He shows no
mercy to those who worship any god
but himself [Sura 4,48, 116).

Muslims are to be 'hard of heart' 
towards unbelievers, but 'merciful' 
towards one another [Sura 48,29; 
16,88]. 

God will not accept death-bed 
repentance (Suras 4,18; 6,158; 23,63-67, 
99-101; 38,3 etc etc). Nor will he accept
angelic or human intercession [Suras
2,123; 3,192; 4,109; 10,27; 39,54; etc].

All this has to be filtered through 
the Islamic and Qur'anic doctrine of 
predestination and fate: [Suras 15,4-
5; 16,35; 18,57-58 etc]. And also God's 



alleged fostering a predisposition to evil 
among sinners [Sura 2,7, 10, 15] and the 
fact that, according to the Qur'an, God is 
not impartial: he favours [ and, implicitly, 
forgives] whomever he chooses to favour 
and forgive [Suras: 2,105; 4,48-49; 6,83-
88; 10,107; 33,17; etc]. 

Muddying the water for Christians 
and Jews who may be inclined to thjnk 
that Islamic Law considers them to 
be acceptable objects of God's mercy, 
is the widespread and ineradicable 
association in Islamic consciousness 
of the terms 'mushrikuri; [po I ytheists] 
'kafirun, keflar [infidels, unbelievers] 
with Christians and Jews - despite the 
Meccan Suras that allegedly bestow 
privileged status on the 'People of the 
Book'. This is because the few verses 
favourable to Christians and Jews in 
the Qur'an [much quoted by Islamist 
sympathizers and beguiled western 
commentators] have been abrogated, 
annulled, by Sura 9,5, the so-called 
Verse of the Sword,7and other Suras like 
2,216 and 47,4. 

In fact, the Qur'an says, heaping 
insult upon insult, 'God will destroy' 
the Christians who say the Messiah is 
God's Son, and the Jews who worship 
Uzair (Ezra?) as God's Son [Sura 9,30]. 

Islamic literature is full of bellicose 
terms like these, especially when 
describing Jihads.8 It has persisted 
down to today - with consequences like 
September 11, 2001, and continuing 
radical Islamist terror against the much
mocked 'People of the Book; on the 
grounds of their alleged faithlessness 
and polytheism. There is an all-out 
war declared on 'unbelievers,' [Suras 
2,216; 8,39; 47,4) and this term includes 
Christians and Jews [Sura 9,29]. 

Of course there are Equal Rights in 
Islamic countries for all the citizens: 
Muslims are equal with other Muslims:,

and Christians are equal with other

Chri.ftians:, but Muslims and Christians 
are not equal. That is impossible, 
because God hates infidels, and he is 
their 'enemy' [Sura 2,98]. 

In practice, however, Qur'anic 
looseness of phraseology and ambiguity 
exposes Muslims to inequality even 
amongst themselves. Such equality 
as exists depends on the race, colour, 
sect, tribe, wealth and language of the 
Muslims in question. Hence the lack 
of mercy and forgiveness shown to 
fellow Muslims in the continuing Iraqi 

The Mythical Population 
Explosion 

W
ith the number of human beings having increased 

more than sixfold in the past 200 years, the modern 

mind simply assumes that men and women, no matter how 

estranged, will always breed enough children to grow the 

population-at least until plague or starvation sets in. It is an 

assumption that not only conforms to our long experience of 

a world growing ever more crowded, but which also enjoys 

the endorsement of such influential thinkers as Thomas 

Malthus and his many modern acolytes. 

Yet, for more than a generation now, well-fed, healthy, 

peaceful populations around the world have been producing 

too few children to avoid population decline. That is true 

even though dramatic improvements in infant and child 

mortality mean that far fewer children are needed today 

(only about 2.1 per woman in modern societies) to avoid 

population loss. Birth rates are falling far below replacement 

levels in one country after the next-from China, Japan, 

Singapore, and South Korea, to Canada, the Caribbean, all 

of Europe, Russia, and even parts of the Middle East. 
• 'The return to Patriarchy, by Phtllip Longman, in Foreign Policy, 

March/April 2006 

so-called insurgency in which Sunni 
murder Shi'a [and vice-versa] and Arabs 
murder Persians, apparently without a 
qualm. In Darfur, Arab Muslims murder 
their poorer black African co-religionists 
mercilessly. 

To comprehend this 'anomaly; non
Muslims must realise that even in the 
time of the greatest of the Islamic 
intellectuals,9 Islamic Law [Shari'a] 
whose foundation is the Qur'an, and 
whose ostensible purpose is to direct 
the body politic and regulate every 
aspect of the life of believers, was 
clearly not doing so. 

This has been noted recently by 
a commentator on the killing-fields 
of the Sudan: 'The pure Islamist 
theory of transcendental struggle and 
divinely sanctioned violence to achieve 
the Kingdom of God is theoretically 
bankrupt, and politically impossible'. 10 

All the more so, because, despite its 
rhetoric, the Qur'an leaves no room for 
a God who genuinely has mercy and 
compassion for his creation. 

Non-Muslims take no satisfaction 
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in pointing out these flaws inherent 
in the Qur'an, which many good 
people take to be God's word and use 
as the touchstone for their conduct 
and beliefs. But unhappy experience 
from the time of Muhammad's many 
bloody raids on his non-Muslim 
neighbours to the time of writing, 
has shown that to ignore these flaws, 
as many westerners prominent in 
politics and the media seem to ignore 
them, will inevitably have fatal

� consequences for those who 
do so. 

1. De Cor 1Jfil. c.iii. 
2. See Justin M3rt:T .Jpoi:l 
3. Sermones 43. 56. 
4. &nn.SJ ·oe \'erbo Oei' 
5. Contra Juda,os ,, Cmnlu 'f"od Chri.rtus ,;, Dau; llom. 50 

"ln S. )fanhaeum '; ecc 
6. .For thi$-. and for much of the following comment 

on che Qur·anic s.ura!,, see two articles by Daniel C. 
Petersen; ·�lercy: Enryclopaedia of the Qur'an, vol.3, 
Brill 2003. pp. 277-280; and 'Forgivenc,;...; op.cit. vol.2, 
pp.244-245. 

7. See also verse 29. 
8. See Futuh al-Hobasha, 77,, Comp,est ef Abyssinia {!61/1 

Cc,rwy/ by Shihab ad-Din Ahmad bin 'Abd al-Qader 
bin S.tem bin 'Ui:hman, 1.1'3ns!atcd by Paul Stcnhouse, 
Tseh�i Pres:t., Califon'1ia. 2003 •. pa.uim. 

9. Muhammad al-Gho,aJi, (died 1111 AD]. 
10. lslamism and its enemie.r in the Hom of Afri� Alex de 

Wohl ed, Shama Books, Addis Ababa 2004, p.22. 
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BOOK REVIEW 

An excellent Introduction to Devotional Practices 

FOLLOWING JESUS ALONG HIS 

VIA DOLOROSA 

Reviewed by DENNIS J. MURPHY, MSC

N 2005, Pope John Paul II 
asked the then Cardinal 
Ratzinger to write the 
reflections and prayers for 
the Stations of the Cross 
traditionally celebrated at 
the Colosseum in Rome 

each Good Friday. They have been 
beautifully produced in book form, with 
illustrations by the Dutch symbolist 
painter, Jan Toorop (1858-1928); the 
originals are in the Church of Saint 
Bemulphus (www.bemulphus.nl) in the 
Netherlands. The large print and the 
spacious layout make the book easy 
to read and meditate on. As is to be 
expected, the text reveals a great depth 
of spiritual and theological insight, but 
at the same time it is simply written. 

This Way of the Cross is an excellem 
introduction into the spiritual life of 
Pope Benedict XVI. In a sense. it is 
his Encyclical, God is loue, puc inco 
devotional form. For the Pope, 'The 
Way of the Cross is a path leading to 
the heart of the Eucharistic mystery: 
popular piety and sacramental piety 
blend together and become one' (p.6). 

This traditional practice that has 
gone out of fashion so much except for 
Good Fridays, when it still attracts many 
people, is not simply an individualistic, 
emotional reaction to the suffering 
of Jesus. 'The God who shares our 
sufferings, the God who became man 
in order to bear our cross, wants to 
transform our hearts of stone; he 
invites us to share in the sufferings of 
others' (p.7). This is a constant theme 
throughout the Stations. 

In his reflection on the eighth 
station, Weep not for me but for yourselves 
and for your children, the Pope points 
out that it is not sufficient merely to 
lament the sufferings of others. 'Are 

The Way of the Cross, 

Pope Benedict XVI 

Strathfield: St Paul's Publications, $19.95 

they [the words of Jesus] not directed 
at a piety that is purely sentimental, 
one that fails to lead to conversion 
and living faith? It is no use to lament 
the sufferings of this world if our life 
goes on as usual. And so the Lord 
warns us of the danger in which we 
find ourselves. He shows us both the 
seriousness of sin and the seriousness 
of judgment. Can it be that, despite 
all our expressions of consternation in 
the face of evil and innocent suffering, 
we are all too prepared to trivialize 
the mystery of evil? Have we accepted 
only the gencleness and loYe of God 
and Jesus, and quietly set aside the 

word of judgment? "How can God be 
so concerned with our weaknesses?" 
we say. "Vle are only human". Yet as we 
contemplate the sufferings of the Son, 
we see more clearly the seriousness of 
sin and how it needs to be fully atoned 
if it is to be overcome. Before the image 
of the suffering Lord, evil can no longer 
be trivialized' (p. 78). 

Apart from use in a normal celebration 
of the Stations of the Cross, this book 
would be ideal for spiritual reading or 
for mediating on one Station a day. It is 
also an excellent example of what 

� devotional practices are meant 
to be. · 

FATH.ER DENNIS MURPHY, MSC is a graduate of the 
Biblicum in Rome. He taught Scripture for many 
years in Australian seminaries. He was for six years 
Pro,,incial Superior of the Australian Province of 
the .Missionaries of the Sacred Heart, and for twelve 
years Assistant General of the Order, based io 
Rome. He is now stationed in India. 

Tongues that are 
Easily Understood 

A
PERSON who is filled with the Holy Spirit speaks several
languages. These several languages are the various ways 

of witnessing to Christ, such as humility, poverty, obedience and 
patience, with which we speak when we practise them towards 
our neighbour. Language comes alive when it speaks by deeds. 
Enough of talking; let actions speak. We are bloated with words 
and empty of works. That is why we are accursed by the Lord 
who cursed the fig tree on which he found no fruit but only leaves. 
'It has been laid down as a law for the preacher,' says Pope St 
Gregory the Great, 'that he should practise what he preaches. 
It is useless for a man to boast that he knows the law, if his 
behaviour contradicts his teaching'. 

-St Antony of Padua, born in Lisbon, Portugal and died in 1231 AD. Sennons 1,226, quoted 
in The Roman Breviary, June 13, the feast of Saint Antony. From lhe Second Reading of 

the Office of Matins. 
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Saddam Hussein, and the 
real handicapped 

One day last week I celebrated Mass 
alone. As I usually do in this situation I 
found time, after reading the Gospel. for 
Prayers of the Faithful. 

The previous evening, watching the 
news, I had observed Saddam Hussein in 
court. A new trial was being held and he 
was charged with killing 176,000 Kurds. 

What struck me was that this was a 
very different Saddam Hussein. Gone was 
the raving, belligerent tyrant who was 
charged with crimes against humanity; 
the man who, a few days previous, had 
been found guily of another atrocity and 
condemned to death. 

Now it was a composed figure, 
listening intently. He called on Iraqis to 
forget the past, to shake hands and to 
live in peace. I thought, 'How different 
from when you held the whip-hand'. 

Suddenly as I moved into the peti
tions in my prayer I felt, on the one 
hand, an urging to pray for Saddam 
Hussein, and others like him; and on the 
other a great repugnance to do so. I did 
make my petition with what grace and 
sincerity I could muster. 

During the day I pondered this 
experience and reflected how often as 
a priest I had told people 'God always 
forgives; no matter what we have done. 
He loves us, that's all he ever does, is 
love. We only have to turn to him in 
sercerity and ask forgiveness'. Now I find 
myself wondering whether I should add 
'provided your sins are not too bad'. I 
also recalled briefly with some discom
fort my own sins - my many failings. 
That evening, as I was preparing to 
conduct the usual Wednesday Holy Hour 
in the Monastery Chapel, a man from 
a neighbouring parish handed me the 
short story that I pass on to you in case 
you might be interested in publishing it. 
[See 'My Brother Kevin' p.30. Ed]. 

LETTERS 

As a person with two retarded 
members in my own family - an uncle 
and a nephew - and having met other 
such people in my life, the story rang true. 

It left me with more to ponder. 'Who 
are the really handicapped people? How 
does God see us?' Man sees only the 
appearances. God sees the heart. 
Kensington, NSW, 2033 (FATIJER) JOHN CoNROV MSC 

Comments on Islam 
Your content from time to time on 

aspects of Islam has been of particular 
interest due in no small measure to my 
years chairing, with a secretariat based 
in Manila, an Asia Pacific banking organ
isation in which only three of the chief 
executives of the seventy-two members 
from thirty countries had English as a 
first language. There was a strong Islamic 

A preoous gift 
NOW AVAILABLE FROM CHEVALIER PRESS 

STATUETI'ES 
of Our Lady of the 

Saaed Heart of Jesus 
l\ JfOULDED from volcanic 
lV.lash from Mt Pinatubo in 
the Philippines by the victims of 
the devastating eruption in 1991, 
these beautiful statues cost only 
$ I O (includes postage anywhere in 
Australia). All profit from the sale 
of these statues goes to the victims 
and their families. 

Send your orders to: Chevalier Press. 
PO Box 13, Kensington NSW2033. 
Phone: (02) 9662 7894/9662 7188. 

Fax: (02) 9662 1910 

ANNALS AUSTRALASIA 6 MARCH 2007 

group from Turkey, Pakistan, Malaysia 
and Indonesia with a counter force 
of Hindus, Buddhists and the various 
'ians' of the Pacific Islands. That was 
followed by five years on overlapping 
consultancies from 1989 to 1994, one 
for the World Bank based in Jakarta as 
an adviser and one, based in Manila, for 
the International 'lrade Centre, a United 
Nations organisation, conducting training 
programs in the Asia Pacific region, often 
in Islamic Nations. 

Thus I follow developments in that 
part of the world keenly and appre
ciate the well-informed nature of your 
contribution to the growing interest 
and debate in Australia. ''!was a pity 
there had to be any backing off from 
the Pope's statement of historical fact 
at Regensburg which could have been 
attributed to any number of impeccable 
sources right back to Muhammad himself 
as well as the long gone emperor who 
was quoted. 
St. Ives, NSW. 2075 JOHN F'lErmER 

Spiritual input 
Thank you for so many excellent 

articles. Often these have been read or 
at least quoted at our local St Vincent 
de Paul Conference. I'm president of 
an otherwise all-male conference and 
am responsible for the spiritual input. 
I grew up in an MSC parish - St 
Thomas's in Camp Hill - and have been 
exposed all my life, and all over the 
world, to Annals wisdom. 
Coorparoo Qld 4151 CATHIEJollANSEN 

Years, months and weeks 
Would it be flogging a near-dead 

horse to ask you to include in Annals 
something on the history of our original 
10 months calendar, and the meanings 
of the names of each month? The old 
story of the days of the week would also 
be useful, I'm sure, because few people 
seem to know these things and most of 
us should. 
Latte Cove, NSW 2066 DAVIDLYNOl 

Karl or Mordechai? 
If I would have written to you 

75 years ago. from Prague, I would 
have addressed you as 'Velebny pane 
Stenhouse'. However pane means Sir and 
not Father. Correct translations are never 
an easy matter. 

Please accept my pedantic errata to 
Alan Katen Dunstan's article "Guilds 



and Other Matters" [Annals- Australasia

1/ 2006]. The reference on page 25 
... "only to "be revived some years later by 
Mordechai Mark Levi - alias Karl Marx': 
might not be strictly correct. 

I looked up two sources: Joel 
Carmichael's biography of Karl Marx, 
Eapp & Whiting, London 1968 - pp. 
2 - 4, where Karl's name at birth was 
not even mentioned. His father's name 
is given as Hirsche! Levi. He had been 
baptized a year and a half before Karl's 
birth. In 1824 when his seven children 
were baptized, Karl was already six years 
old, and acquired then the name Karl 
Marx. 

Hirsche! Levi was the son of Meir 
Levi, Rabbi of Trier. The rabbinate had 
been for centuries the sole profession of 
the males in the family. In Cracow a fore
bear was Joseph hen Gershon Cohen 
and the still more celebrated Meier 
Katzenellenbogen, who died in Padua in 
1565. Karl's maternal grandmother was 
the daughter of Moses Lvov, who was 
also a Rabbi of 'Iher. 

Hence Carmichael does not mention 
Karl's name at his birth. He states his 
grandmother's maiden name as Lvov. 

Also, I obtained an extract on Karl 
Marx from Wikipedia, the online ency
clopedia, based on O.R.1.O.N. Our Race 
is Our Nation - apparently a US Anti
Zionist Organization and not a definitive 
source of information. 

It mentions Karl Marx as born into a 
progressive and wealthy Jewish family in 
Trier and that his father's name at birth 
was Herschel Mordecbai. Karl's grand
father was Rabbi Marc Levy, who grad
ually dropped the Levy and changed the 
Marc to Marx. Shortly after Karl's birth, 
his father changed his name from Heshel 
( sic!) Marx to Heinrich Marx. 

All this does not really determine 
Karl's name at birth and is further 
complicated by quotes from his mother's 
letters, addressed to him sometimes as 
'greatly beloved dear Carl' and also 'dear 
darling Karl: 

So Alan Katen Dunstan identifying 
Mordechai Mark Levi as Karl's name at 
birth might be correct or wrong. 

Does it really matter? 
Bathurst NSW 2795 PE1m< H. llNGEI.M.AN 

(Readers' comme n ts are we lcomed, n o t  jus t on 
material that appears in Annals. b u t  on is,ues t hat conoem lhe 
Catholic and the wider community. Please keep your lenen short. 
They may be edited if too Ion� Always print your full name and 
address, and include a daytime phone or fax number or e-mail 
address at which you can be reached. Editor, Annais). 

To learn the truth about 

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
A series of ten booklets 

'Understanding 
Catholicism' 

attractively printed, 24pp plus cover, pocket-sized 

By Paul Stenhouse, MSC PhD 

Ideal for families, parish discussion groups, 
school RE courses, RC/A groups, 

Church book stalls, parish libraries etc. 

l. The Catholic Church founded by Christ
2. Christ's Church in the world
3. The Catholic Church and the New Testament
4. The Tradition of the Catholic Church
5. The Primacy of St Peter
6. The Primacy of the Bishop of Rome
7. The Mass - centre of Christian worship
8. Catholic devotion to Mary the Mother of God
9. Heaven and Hell

l 0. Purgatory, limbo and prayers for the dead

Price:.for the set of I O - $33 (post free anywhere in Australia) 
All orders: Chevalier Press, P.O. Box 13, Kensington NSW 2033 Australia 

Phone orders: (02) 9662 7894. Fax: (02) 9662 1910. 
(Price includes GST)

------------

Name· ................................................................................................................................................ . 

Address: ........................................................................................................................................... . 

Postcode: ................................. Phone: ........................................................................................ . 

Please send me ____ sets of the complete series @ $33 each 

Please D find enclosed $ ................................ .. 
D Bill me including Postage 
0 Please debit my:-
□ VISA-CARD □ MASTERCARD □ BANKCARD

□□□□ □□□□ □□□□ □□□□ 
Signature: ................................................................................... Expiry Date: ........... ./ .......... .. 
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Statement at Deliberative Poll Coiference, Canberra March 2, 2007 

NON-MUSLIMS AND MUSLIMS 

LIVING IN HARMONY 
by George Cardinal Pell, 
Archbishop of Sydney 

TI Then I met the Sunni Mufti Kabbani in 
VV Lebanon in 2003 he asked me to help 

protect the Muslim minority in Australia. I readily 
promised to do so. This is one reason why I am 
here today. Basically, however, I am here because 
I am a committed Australian. 

It is curious that the word 'religion' is met with 
twice only, and in the second last paragraph of 
the Overview of this Deliberative Poll 'on cultural, 
political and social divides between Muslims and 
non-Muslims: 

• 'The Deliberative Poll survey asks multiple 
questions around the issues of refugees,
assimilation, religion and cultural differences:

• ' ... a comparison of trends of opinions within 
Australia on several sub-topics, for example 
immigration and religion'.

Yet most of the obstacles in the way of 
assimilation or integration of the Muslim 
community into Australian or any non-Muslim 
society are generally couched by l\Iuslim leaders 
in religious terms, in the context of the Qur'an 
and Islamic Religious Law. Religion is not a 'suh
topiC: as the Overview suggests: it is the Topic.

Muslims should be treated like any other 
minority in Australia; justly, with respect. They 
should not suffer discrimination. We don't have to 
be close friends, but we should try to get to know 
and understand one another and our religions, 
talk to one another and encourage our young 
people to know each other. No one is obliged to 
think like the majority of Australians or change 
his religion. 

All those who choose to come to Australia come 
as immigrants, not as colonists - i.e. they should 
be committed to freedom and democracy, refrain 
from advocating violence or indulging in hate 
speech, while their political allegiance must be to 
Australia, not overseas. All immigrants, Christians, 
Muslims, non-believers should meet these criteria. 

I have met many wonderful Muslims in 
dialogue over the years, but there are Islamists 
who are at war with us in the West. Most of the 

victims of extremist Muslims are fellow Muslims. 
So it is important to distinguish accurately your 
real friends from your enemies and those who 
only seem to be friends. 

Obviously I speak as a Christian and a Catholic, 

committed to one version of the principle of 
reciprocity. Not an eye for an eye and a tooth for 
a tooth, but commitment to the principle that the 
rights we justly offer to all citizens here, including 
Muslim minorities, should be rights that are 
enjoyed by non-Muslim minorities in the Muslim 
world. This is not the case, as I believe this 
conference could not be held in Pakistan or Saudi 
Arabia! In fact Christians are being harassed and 
even persecuted in many countries ranging from 
Nigeria, through Sudan where some are being 
sold as slaves, and the Middle East to Pakistan and 
Indonesia. I would like to know where our friends 
stand on these matters. 

In a pluralist and free democracy every group 
is criticized at some time or other. As Prime 
:'Minister Howard remarked last year, if Catholics 
rioted every rime they \,·ere criricized there 
would be regular riots! Ir is not appropriate that 
Muslims regularly reply to criticism \\'ith insults, 
denigrations and evasions, while avoiding the 
point at issue. We have seen too much of this from 
some Muslim personalities. 

Within a secular democratic society harmonious 
integration of minorities is achieYable because 
all citizens, belonging to the majority culture, 
or minorities are acknowledged to be equal in 
the eyes of the law. Equal rights, however, carry 
with them equal responsibilities. Problems arise 
when minorities demand special consideration 
that places them outside the la\\· as it applies to 
all other citizens. Flexibility and adaptability are 
called for when refugees and immigrants arrive 
in a host country. But there is a limit [in adapting 
to minority demands] beyond which a democratic 
host society cannot go witl10ut losing its identity. 

I come in friendship, prepared to help and look 
forward to the discussion. 
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FAITH IN PRACTICE 

Walking through Life with the Sacred Heart if Jesus 

SAVED FROM DROWNING 

HEN I was 22 I
nearly drowned.
I was in the sea

• near our home
and I was caught
by the undertow

_A-'!..._ __ ....,�..,• a n d  d r a g g e d
under the waves and out past my depth.
One moment I could feel sand under
my feet and the next moment there
was nothing. I couldn't breathe, and
the friends and family who had been
swimming near me were suddenly
far, far away. For a while I struggled,
but it wasn't any use. And then I
realised that I would probably drown.
That's when I saw the Sacred Heart.

Jesus was on the water, not far
from me. I could see Him clearly, and
the vision calmed me at once. I fixed
my eyes on Him, and kept them there,
even as I sank under the waves and
the very next moment I felt a hand on
my shoulder and I was lifted out of the
water by my friend, Lorna Dolnan.

My parents had great devotion to the 
Sacred Heart. In their bedroom where
I was born 86 years ago, two pictures -
the Sacred Heart, and Our Lady of the
Sacred Heart - hung over the bed. So
I grew up knowing Jesus through my
home and my religious education and
every part of my life. And the Sacred
Heart of Jesus became a part of my own
heart as 1 lived and grew to adulthood.

Then when I married and came
to Balmoral to live, 60 years ago,
1 became involved with the MSC
religious community at Monivae College
Hamilton where most of my children
went to school.

For thirty or forty years, a group
of us would come together regularly
in honour of Our Lady of the Sacred
Heart. We would spend an hour on
readings and devotions to the Sacred
Heart, and we would pray. Not all the
members of that original group are still
with us, but they were all dedicated and
committed. We met once a month in

By Gath Howman

someone's home, and then once a year
we would have a special night when
Father Yelds MSC would come and say
Mass for us. 

Prayer is always the biggest part
of honour and devotion. It's the
cornerstone. In our group we prayed
for big things and little things. Life is
so full of tests and trials, illness and
stress. Sometimes I'd be phoned up by
someone wanting us to pray for a person
in need, and we took every request
seriously and prayed for many people in 
difficult times. I have great faith in Jesus
and the Word of Cod. Through my own
life I have called on prayer to help me
many times, and I know and am grateful
to the many people who have prayed
for me.

Pull The Other Leg 

'I suppose we are now entitled to
believe that every press baron

has lived an impeccable life of
chastity before marriage and of
fidelity afterwards, and that the
expense sheet of every journalist
will bear the most scrupulous
examination. Surely there has to
be a limit to hypocrisy.'

- P.D. James (born 1920),
A Certain Justice (1997) 
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I feel certain that the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus has given me strength through all
my life. As well as looking after my own
five children, my home and the farm,
I worked closely with the community
at Monivae, and taught Religious
Education for nearly 40 years at the
Balmoral school.

Twenty years ago I was asked to
become a Lay Apostle of the Sacred
Heart, which I did willingly. In 1995 I
travelled to Issoudun, France, to walk
in the path of Father Jules Chevalier,
the founder of the Missionaries of the
Sacred Heart, to learn from his ministry
and to follow his desire to tell everyone
everywhere that God loves them.

Father Jules did it his way, and
could see what Jesus really meant
when He said, "Follow me" when the
people asked, "what do I do now?" The
Sacred Heart seeks to teach us that
God is everywhere, His Spirit is in us
and all around us, in everyone we meet
through our life's journey. And devotion
to the Sacred Heart strengthens our
understanding of God's Laws. Wouldn't
it be a wonderful world if we followed
God's Laws and Jesus' Ways and not
just the man-made laws that can divide
us and lead us into wars and troubles?

The Sacred Heart is the source of
peace and understanding and strength
in troubles. And I think - yes - even
miracles. I really believe that when I
was 22 years old and the ocean waters
were closing over my head, it is my
vision of the Sacred Heart that held my
fear at bay, and the hand that gripped
my shoulder and pulled me to safety
was the Hand of God, guiding the hand
of my friend. Because Cod is stronger
than rock and stronger than the � 
oceans and His Sacred Heart is �the Heart that beats for all of us. · 

GATH HOWMAN is a farmer's wife with five children 
and seventeen grandchildren. She was a Religious 
Education [RE] teacher in state schools in country 
Victoria for almost 40 years. 



CATHOLIC HISTORY 

Marking the Hours 

HOW CATHOLICS PRAYED 

WHEN ENGLAND WAS 'MARrs DOWRr 

OR more than 300 years 
the people of Catholic 
En g land built their  
devotional life around the 
Book of Hours. 

These Books were 
widely used by all levels 

of society, from kings and queens 

� 
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�� 

By KEvIN HILFERTY

and the aristocracy through to devout 
tradespeople and their families. 
Originally restricted to the very rich 
because of the cost of commissioning 
scribes and illustrators to produce 
a single volume on parchment, the 
introduction of paper and printing 
brought the price down to three or four 

pence and put them within the reach of 
all literate people. 

The historian Eamon Duffy tells the 
story of the Book in ll1arlcing the Hours: 
English People and thei1· Prayers, 1240-
1570. Duffy does not just describe the 
surviving Books. He also reveals the 
thoughts of the users from the messages, 

This drawing by Hans Holbein shows the family of St Thomas More gathered together for a communal recitation of Matins from The Little 
Office of Our Lady. More's wife, Dame Alice, is kneeling at her prayer desk (right). A daughter-in-law is helping More's elderly father 

find his place in his Book of Hours. 
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This Book of Hours contains pious written remembrances from Henry VU, his Queen, Elizabeth of York, and Henry VIII. 
At bottom, left, Katherine of Aragon asks for the prayers of her "most assured" friend who blotted out the Queen's name 

and title after Henry VIII divorced her. 

prayers, family histories and notes they 
wrote in the text-free spaces in the 
margins, flyleaves and blank spaces. 

The Books were sometimes called 
Horae (from the Latin word for hours). 
In England, they were also called 
primers or prymers (pronounced 
primmers). Across Europe up until 
1530 there were 760 separate editions 
of the Book of Hours; from England 
there were 114. In English libraries and 
some of the great international book 
collections there are more than 800 
examples of the hand-made English 
manuscript books and many more in 
private collections. Some of them are 
very handsome indeed, with vividly 
coloured illustrations and sometimes 
with jewelled covers. 

There are even more surviving 
examples of the Books of Hours that 
came from the presses of English 
printers over two generations before 
the Reformation put an end to this 
traditional devotion (and so much 
more). The Books are often to be seen in 
mediaeval paintings or sculptures, placed 
by the artists in the hands of saints, 
angels, the Virgin or pious couples. 

Duffy traces the origins of the Book 
of Hours to the great expansion of 
religious provision for lay people made 
by che Fourth Lateran Council (1215) 
and the popular Christianity spread 
by the new orders of friars. Growing 
numbers of literate lay people were 
interested in pursuing a serious religious 
interior life and they created a market 
for religious books. A remarkably high 
proportion of the surviving Books were 
commissioned by devout women. 

So it was with the earliest surviving 
English Book, written and illuminated in 
Oxford about 1240 by the commercial 
scribe, William de Brailles. This appears 
to have been commissioned by a woman 
called Susanna who is depicted at prayer 
four times in the illuminated initials of 
the Book. It is in a handy small format 
(15cm by 12cm), with a simple layout 
and large, clear script. Like those that 
came after, it was largely in Latin and 
followed the example of the books used 
by the clergy in the Church's services 
or members of monastic or preaching 
orders. Some prayers in.Susanna's book 
were in French, the language of her 
upper-class Norman-English family. 

ANNALS AUSTRALASIA 11 MARCH 2007 

The high price of these Books 
was due to their costly preparation. 
The parchment on which they were 
produced was made from the skin of 
carefully-selected sheep, calves or goats 
and the preparation process was long 
and complicated. Even more expensive 
was vellum, made from the skin of kids, 
lambs and young calves. Then came 
the inscribing by hand of the text and 
the painting of the illustrations and the 
illuminating of the initial letters. 

While the rich may have had several 
costly and elaborate Books of Hours, 
most English families possessed but one 
treasured copy and this was probably 
the only book of any kind they owned. 
Books were handed down in families 
over many generations, often through 
daughters. Children learned to read 
from them, dates of family births and 
deaths were recorded in the margins 
and owners knew every word by heart 
- even in Latin. People bought second
hand copies which had belonged to
families that had died out. Some made
up their own simple copies.

Booksellers to increased demand 
by efficiently mass-producing copies. 
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Stationers' shops particularly in France 
and the Netherlands employed teams 
of copyists to produce the basic Latin 
text, which was then ornamented by 
colouring of capitals and inserting 
full-page illustrations, themselves 
mass-produced. To these the English 
booksellers added prayers requested by 
a purchaser or specified for a diocese. 
All Books contained the Church's 
liturgical calendar which listed the 
saints' days but was also useful in 
setting likely dates for sowing and 
harvesting crops. Owners wrote in 
obits - reminders to pray for the souls 
of deceased family members on the 
anniversary of their death. 

The basic content was the Little 
Hours of the Virgin, a selection of 
psalms, hymns and prayers to be recited 
in honour of Mary at the traditional 
eight monastic hours of the day: matins 
(before dawn) lauds (at daybreak), 
prime, terce, sext, none, vespers (in 
the evening) and compline (before 
bedtime). The evidence suggests that 
many people piously performed such 
devotions. 

The Books also contained the 
Church's Office for the Dead, known 
from the first Latin words of the text as 
Placebo and Dirige. Then came the long 
Psalm 119, called the Commendations 
of the Soul, the seven Penitential Psalms 
and the Litany of the Saints, the 15 
Gradual Psalms and a series of short 
prayers ( or suffrages) to saints and 
especially to the Virgin Mary. 

This core content was expanded 
over the years to include prayers and 
popular devotions with illustrations to 
the Trinity, the Wounds of Christ, the 
Passion and the Veronica or Holy Face 
of Jesus. Then came more prayers to the 
Virgin, hymns to and about Mary such 
as the Stabat Mater or the Marian hymn 
against the plague, Stella Coeli extirpavit. 

They also included Eucharistic 
devotions like the Anima Christi (Soul of 
Christ, sanctify me, Body of Christ, save 
me ... ) designed to be recited at Mass. 

These were followed by St Jerome's 
Psalter, which included almost 200 
verses from the Psalms including all of 
Psalm 51 (the Miserere) and carried a 
note guaranteeing the user protection 
against the devil and untimely death. 

The pictures in the Books were as 
important to their users as the text. They 
concentrated the mind on the readings. 
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With the illustrated initial letters, they 
guided users of the Book to the opening 
of each of the Hours. 

The Little Hours of the Virgin 
were illustrated by eight scenes from 
the Infancy of Christ, beginning with 
conception at the Annunciation at the 
start of matins, the Visitation (visit 
of Mary to her cousin Elizabeth) at 
lauds, the birth of Jesus at prime, 
the annunciation by the angels to the 
shepherds at terce, the adoration of the 
Magi at sext, the presentation of the 
infant Jesus in the Temple at nones, the 
flight of the Holy Family into Egypt at 
vespers, culminating at compline in the 
Virgin's Coronation in heaven. 

To illustrate the Office of the Dead 
the Books offered a scene of a Requiem 
Mass, with clergy and mourners around 
a black-draped coffin. A favourite 
illustration was of the wounded Christ 
as the Man of Pity, surrounded by the 
instruments of his torture (the Arma 

Christz); this was often accompanied 
by an indulgenced prayer promising 
spiritual benefits to all who "piteously 
behold" the image. A devotion sprung 
up to the Five Wounds of Christ and 
this was reflected in Books. Thus in the 
1490s a scribe updated a century-old 
book for a new owner with prayers and 
a depiction of the Side Wound of Jesus 
(from the spear thrust of the Roman 
soldier beside the Crucifix). Mediaeval 
Catholics thought of the Side Wound as 
we do of the Sacred Heart. 

The people added their own prayers 
to helper saints like Christopher 
(protector of travellers), Apollonia (for 
relief from toothache) and the patron 
of housemaids, Zita of Lucca, whose 
cult was associated with women, the 
household and the recovery of lost 
keys. They pasted in their favourite 
illustrations and pilgrimage souvenir 
cards from the great English shrines. 
Other favourites were devotional cards 
such as The 15 Oes (prayers on the 
seven last words of Christ and so named 
because they all begin with the words 0 
Jesu) attributed to the mystic St Bridget 
of Sweden. 

Quite common were prayers such 
as that in Latin in Book belonging 
to a Middlesex family "for women to 
conceive chylder." Also in this volume 
is a prayer to ward off the plague and 
another to prevent the owner's house 
burning down. 

A soldier's prayers 

While ordinary folk may have 
added some simple prayers, the great 
families commissioned Books to their 
own demanding requirements. Such a 
man was Sir John Talbot, the first Earl 
of Shrewsbury (1388-1453), known as 
the English Achilles and a formidable 
soldier in the 100 Years War between 
England and France. Shakespeare 
describes him in Henry VI as "warlike 
and martial Talbot," fearless scourge of 
the French. 

He was a nasty piece of work, always 
ready to use terror and violence against 
his enemies and litigation against his 
neighbours. He was a disastrously 
divisive Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. As 
Shakespeare has him declare, he was 
attended by three furies: "lean famine, 
quartering steel, and climbing fire." Yet 
he was also devour and pious, as show"'Jl 
by his Book of Hours. This was one 
of a pair he commissioned in France, 
the other being for his second wife, 

Catholic Piety 
in England, in 

1500 AD 

T
he English are great lovers of

themselves and of everything 

belonging to them; they think 

that there are no other men but 

themselves and no other world but 

England, and whenever they see a 

handsome foreigner they say that ' he 

looks like an Englishman,' or that ' ii 

is a great pity that he should not be 

an Englishman.' When they partake 
of any delicacy with a foreigner they 

ask him whether such a thing is 

made In his country. They all attend 

Mass every day and say many Pater 

Nosters in public. The women carry 

long rosaries in their hands, and any 

who can read take the Office of Our 

Lady with them, and with some com

panion recite it in church verse by 

verse in a low voice, after the manner 

of churchmen. On Sunday they always 

hear Mass in their parish church and 

give liberal alms, because they may 

not offer less than a piece of money, 

of which fourteen are equivalent to a 

golden ducat. Neither do they omit any 

form [of religious devotion] incumbent 

on good Christians. 

- From the diary of a Venetian Visitor to 
England, in 1500 AD. See Relation of 

England, Printed by the Camden Society. 
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Margaret Beauchamp. They were in an 
unusual long and narrow format (27cm 
by I 1cm) similar to mediaeval prayer
rolls. 

As well as all the usual content, 
Talbot's Book of Hours contains the 
text of Masses he had had said in the 
field on his portable altar and prayers 
that reflect the preoccupations of a 
soldier's peril-filled life. One such was 
a supposed letter from Pope Leo III 
to Charlemagne saying that all who 
carried it would not be killed by an iron 
weapon, burned or drowned. These are 
the words: 

� The Cross of Christ is an 
invincible weapon � the Cross is 
always with me � the Cross of Christ is 
what I ever adore � the Cross of Christ 
is true salvation � the Cross of Christ 
overcomes the Sword � the Cross of 
Christ looses the bonds of death � the 
Cross of Christ alone is truth. 
The prayer remained popular for 

centuries and was carried into battle 
by French and German troops as late as 
World War 1. 

Talbot had English prayers added to 
his Book over the years and all showed 
his concern with the perils of warfare. 
There were prayers to St George, the 
patron of England, of soldiers and the 
Order of the Garter. Talbot was defeated 
and killed at the siege of Castillon and 
his Book of Hours fell into the hands 
of the French, who wrote rude remarks 
in it. 

Prayer-charms and 
superstition 

Personal prayers were not the only 
things owners had written into their 
Books. An example is an old Book 
acquired by the Roberts family of 
London who made their own additions. 
Most was perfectly proper and 
devotional, in English and Latin. There 
were also prayer-charms and the first 
of these was against the fever. It uses 
the sign of the cross, the titles of Jesus 
and a tale about two episodes of Christ 
healing St Peter of the fever. It promises 
that anyone who carries around a copy 
of the tales will be protected from fever. 

Th.e second requires the devotee to 
hold in his or her hand some money 
(alms) while reciting one thousand 
Hail Marys over ten days, then kissing 
it and handing it to a poor person as an 
act of charity. The reward for this is to 



have granted something he or she has 
prayed for. This would have crossed the 
fine line between legitimate prayer and 
magic spell. Bishops and theologians 
were continually preaching against such 
forms of superstition - an indication 
of their popularity among the simple 
faithful. 

A widely-copied prayer calling on the 
help of archangels promises the user 
remission of sins and promises that he 
or she will never die a sudden death. 
Recited over the sea in a storm, it would 
calm the tempest, worn into battle it 
would protect the bearer, it would 
guarantee safe delivery in childbirth and 
clear up a severe case of diarrhoea. 

Personal prayers and notes 

Moat of the secular material in the 
Books is of births and deaths, often 
linked with prayer. In a Book of Hours 
which belonged to a Norfolk family the 
births of children are recorded with 
astrological precision, such as this note: 
"Thomas my son was born the xiii day 
of Januarii in the year of our lorde 1488 
on a Tewsday at nyght, between viii and 
ix: god make him a good man." On St 
Alban's day, 1492, the father records the 
birth of "Frawnses my son, god make 
him his servant." 

King Richard III, Shakespeare's 
Crookback, owned a second-hand Book 
to which he had added a lengthy prayer 
for relief from affliction, temptation, 
grief, sickness, need and danger as well 
as protection from the hatred and plots 
of his enemies and for reconciliation 
with them. 

Richard was defeated and killed in 
battle against Henry Tudor at Bosworth 
in 1485, clearing the way to the throne 
for the Tudors. His Book was given 
to Henry's mother, Lady Margaret 
Beaufort, who deleted Richard's name 
from his prayer. 

Sometimes people used Books 
for writing personal notes, rather like 
autographs. In a handsome Book printed 
on vellum in 1494 and passed on to Sir 
William Parr, his niece Catherine wrote: 

"Oncle wen you do on thys Joke 
Pray remember who wrote thys in 

your boke. 
Your lovynge nys Katheryn parr:' 
She was to become the sixth (and 

surviving) wife of King Henry VIII. 
In a fifteenth century Book, the 

owner wrote in the calendar against 
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the date of November 27 these simple 
words: "my moder departyd to god." 
Over six centuries these still speak to us 
a message of sorrow and faith. 

The coming of print 

Printed Books of Hours began to 
appear in England in the early l 490s, 
the first coming from the press of the 
master printer, William Caxton. This was 
followed by many thousands of Books 
from English printers and from the 
Paris publisher, Francois Regnault, who 
specialised in the English market. Prices 
varied from many pounds down to a 
few pence for unillustrated texts. The 
rising level of literacy among the laity 
also influenced the demand for Books. 

There is a record of a London court 

STATUES 

IN NEED OF AID? 
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CLOSE AS YOUR 
PHONE! 

If you have 
plaster statues 
or ornaments 

that need 
re-painting or 

... re-plastering 
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KEVIN TAN 
[02] 9310 4701

Restoration work is 
our specialty. 

ANNALS AUSTRALASIA 14 MARCH 2007 

case of 1500 in which a pauper woman, 
Avis Godfrey, was accused of stealing 
a "premar" belonging to a domestic 
servant, Elizabeth Sekett. Avis claimed 
to have found the Book in Pudding 
Lane. If a Book could be owned by a 
servant and desired by a pauper, this 
means they were widely used across all 
social levels. 

The Book of Hours of 
St Thomas More 

In 1527 Hans Holbein made the 
famous drawing of Sir Thomas More's 
family gathered to read together 
the Little Hours of the Virgin from 
inexpensive printed Books. More was 
then an eminent lawyer and in 1529 he 
became Lord Chancellor of England. 
Then came Henry's demand for a 
divorce from Catherine of Aragon so he 
could marry Ann Boleyn. 

More would have no part in this 
so he resigned the chancellorship and 
retired from public life. In 1534 he was 
arrested for refusing to take the oath 
acknowledging Henry's supremacy over 
the Church and was imprisoned in the 
Tower of London. He took with him 
a modest Book of Hours produced by 
Francois Regnault together with a Latin 
Psalter. 

Over the next 15 months as he 
awaited trial and execution, More 
prayed and wrote appropriate comments 
in Latin about the psalms. Thus beside 
the lines in Psalm 38 in which the just 
man is abandoned by those close to 
him, More wrote: "Thus ought the meek 



... 

'T 

man to behave in tribulation; he should 
neither speak proudly himself nor reply 
to what is wickedly spoken, but he 
should bless the evil speakers and suffer 
gladly, for the sake of justice, if he has 
deserved it, or for the cause of God if 
he has deserved no evil:' 

In the empty spaces among the 
Hours More wrote his 19-verse prayer 
beginning: 

"Gyve me the grace good lord 
To sett the world at nought" 
After he had been condemned to 

death, More composed a long prayer 
which concluded with an intercession 
for his enemies: 

"make us saved soules in heaven 
together where we may ever live and 
love together with thee and thy blessed 
saintes." 

Just before he was beheaded on 
Tower Hill on July 6, 1535, More made 
his famous remark that he was "The 
king's good servant - but God's first." 
Remarkably, his Book survives in the 
Beincke Library at Yale University. 

After the Reformation 

Within a few years of Henry's break 
with Rome, the first Protestant primers 
appeared. But many people continued 
to use the old Catholic Book of Hours, 
as annotations and well-thumbed pages 
among the survivors attest. 

In 1535 Henry issued a royal 
proclamation enforcing the statute 
abolishing Papal authority and calling on 
his church authorities to enforce his ban 
on the use of the Pope's name or title 
in prayer books. So his dutiful citizens 
scraped the Pope out of their Books, 
but continued to use them. Henry also 
had a hang-up about St Thomas Becket, 
the martyred Archbishop of Canterbury 
(1118-1170), presumably because he 
represented the victory of Church over 
Crown which Henry intended to reverse. 
In 1538 Henry had St Thomas declared 
a traitor and decreed that his name 
was no longer to be used in churches 
or his feast day observed, under threat 
of prison. St Thomas became a non
person and his name was erased from 
thousands of books. 

Henry also had the great shrine to 
St Thomas in Canterbury Cathedral 
despoiled and destroyed and the bones 
of St Thomas cast into a fire. The 
wreckers brought to Henry's treasury 
in London 26 large wagons filled with 

The Image of Pity was a favourite in English Books of Hours. Note the iUustrations of the 
instruments of Christ's torture around the edges of the page, the cock that crowed when Peter 
denied Christ, the image of Christ's face on Veronica's handkerchief, the 30 pieces of silver, 
the dice thrown for the seamless garment he was wearing etc. The obliterated words are: 'To 
them that before the image of [ the Man of] Pity devoutly say five Pater Nosters, five Kyries 
and a Credo while piously beholding the arms [symbols] of Christ's passion, are granted .. .' 

the precious objects from the tomb. 
Among these was a diamond with a 
golden angel painted on it, a gift to the 
Shrine from King Louis VII of France in
1179 and known as the Regal of France. 
Henry had it made into a thumb ring 
for himself 

Further proclamations decreed the 
defacing of references to indulgences 
and in 1545 Henry banned the import 
of foreign-printed Books of Hours, a 
move which almost bankrupted Francois 
Regnault who had thousands of primers 
destined for England in his warehouses. 
In the wholesale looting of churches 
and monasteries, thousands of precious 
manuscripts and books were sold for a 
few shillings. Buyers included "grocers 
and soap sellers" who used them for 
packaging and stationers, who used 
them as backing pages for new books. 
Some were cut up for toilet paper. 

The Book of Hours was revived 
under the Catholic Mary Tudor, who 
reigned as Queen from 1555 to 1558. 
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However under Elizabeth and her 
successors, Protestantism increased its 
grip on England. The underground 
Catholics continued to use their Books 
but in time they switched to new forms 
of devotions. We are left with the rich 
memories of 300 years of lay Catholic 
devotions inspired by the Book of 
Hours. 

Marking the Hours: English People 
and Their Prayers, 1240-1570 by 
Eamon Duffy, Yale University Press, 
20lpp. RRP $69.95. 
This is another fine book by the 

Professor of the History of Christianity 
at Cambr.idge University, brilliantly 
produced by Yale University Press and 
handsomely illustrated with well-selected 
examples from Books of Hours,

� both grand and simple. It is a 
pleasure to handle and read it. 

Kevin Hilferty is a Sydney journalist with an interest in 
English Catholic history. He will be spending the coming 
northern summer in Europe and Annals Australia looks 
forward to further contributions from him. 



Violence and the 

Threat of Violence 

in the UK 

/\ FTER the plot against the 
/"'\airliners was uncovered, 
a large number of UK Muslim 
groups sent a letter with veiled 
threats to PM Tony Blair, stating 
that "It is our view that current 
British government policy risks 
putting civilians at increased risk 
both in the UK and abroad," and 
that the British should "change 
our foreign policy," in addition to 
allowing Muslims more sharia. 
The same thing happened after 
the bombs in London in 2005. 

If we watch closely, we will 
notice that Muslims are highly 
organized and have prepared 
long lists of demands. Every act 
of terrorism, or Jihad as it really is, 
is seen as an opportunity to push 
even greater demands. Radical 
Muslims and moderate Muslims 
are allies, not adversaries. The 
radicals bomb, and the moderates 
issue veiled threats that "unless 
we get our will, more such attacks 
will ensue." It's a good cop, bad 
cop game. 

It is true that Jihad is not 
exclusively about violence, but it 
is very much about the constant 
threat of violence. Just like you 
don't need to beat a donkey all the 
time to make it go where you want 
it to, Muslims don't have to hit 
non-Muslims continuously. They 
bomb or kill every now and then, 
to make sure that the infidels are 
always properly submissive and 
know who's boss. 

Sadly, they frequently tend 
to get their will, and the donkey, 
or as in this case, the British, 
do what the Muslims want. A 
hospital in northwest England has 
introduced a new surgical gown 
modelled on the burka, allowing 
female Muslim patients to cover 
themselves completely. The blue 
"Inter-Faith Gown" is the first of its 
type in Britain and has being tried 
out at the Royal Preston Hospital. 
- The Fijordman Report, Friday, September 

08, 2006 Why We Cannot Rely on
Moderate Muslims,' by Baron Bodissey 
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Four Gospels for Catholics 
are happy to announce that four commentaries on the 
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Well known throughout Australia for his courses on Sacred Scripture, and 
for 'I1re Four Gospels, The utters of Paul, and The Apocalypse, all of which 
were best-sellers, Father Fallon has written four commentaries on the Gospels 
of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. 

These four books are intended for ordinary Catholic people who wish to 
deepen their faith and their knowledge of the gospels. Vie feel sure that 
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love the scriptures. 
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HISTORY 

lnteroiew With Histon·an Alessandro Duce 

THE HOLY SEE AND THE JEWISH QUESTION 

HE publication of 
a new book has 
renewed the debate 
about Pop e  Pius 
XII's p r o c ess of  
beatification. "La Santa 
Sede e la questione 

Ebraica (1933-1945)" (The Holy See 
and the Jewish Question (1933-1945) 
is written by Alessandro Duce, professor 
of history of international relations at 

the University of Parma, and published 
by Studiuro. 

The book aims to offer a detailed 
reconstruction of the diplomatic and 
humanitarian work carried out by the 
Holy See in the face of the persecutions 
suffered by Jews, beginning with 
Hitler's rise to power in Germany up to 
the end of World War II. 

Duce made use of Vatican archives as 
well as little-known Italian diplomatic 

Saudi Publications 

Promote Hate 

T
he various Saudi publications gathered for this study [Report
On Saudi Government Publications 2005] state that it is a 

religious obligation for Muslims to hate Christians and Jews and 
warn against imitating, befriending, or helping such "infidels" in 
any way, or taking part in their festivities and celebrations. They 
instill contempt for America because the United States is ruled 
by legislated civil law rather than by totalitarian Wahhabi-style 
Islamic law. Some of the publications collected for this study 
direct Muslims not to take American citizenship as long as the 
country is ruled by infidels and tell them, while abroad, above all, 
to work for the creation of an Islamic state. The Saudi textbooks 
and documents our researchers collected preach a Nazi-like 
hatred for Jews, treat the forged Protocols of the Elders of Zion as 
historical fact, and avow that the Muslim's duty is to eliminate the 
state of Israel. Regarding women, the Saudi state publications in 
America instruct that they should be veiled, segregated from men 
and barred from certain employment and roles. 

In these [Saudi Government] documents, other Muslims, 
especially those who advocate tolerance, are condemned as 

infidels. The opening fatwa in one Saudi embassy-distributed 
booklet responds to a question about a Muslim preacher in a 
European mosque who taught that it is not right to condemn 
Jews and Christians as infidels. The Saudi state cleric's reply 
rebukes the Muslim cleric: "He who casts doubts about their 
infidelity leaves no doubt about his." 

- New Report On Saudi Government Publications, January 28, 2005 -- Freedom House Center 
for Religious Freedom. 
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sources. Among the book's revelations 
are the efforts by the Vatican to facilitate 
the emigration of European Jews to the 
Americas, and the Holy See's action 
to oppose the issuing of anti-Jewish 
legislation in Central and Eastern 
Europe. 

The recent presentation of the 
volume in Rome also awakened interest 
in debates regarding Pius XII's cause of 
beatification. Numerous media reported 
that Cardinal Jose Saraiva Martins, 
prefect of the Congregation for Saints' 
Causes, has said that Pius XIl's cause is 
"stopped." 

Questioned by ZENIT, the 
spokesman for Pius XII's cause of 
beatification, Jesuit Father Peter 
Guropel, revealed that Cardinal Saraiva 
Martins has asked him to declare that 
he "has never made a statement in 
which he upholds that Pius XIrs cause 
is 'stopped:'' 

Father Gumpel also criticized an 
Oct. 26 article in the newspaper Il 
Corriere della Sera which presents 
Duce's book as being critical of Pius 
XII, "when instead it is obvious that 
there are hundreds of pages with much 
documentary proof which demonstrate 
how and how much Popes Pius XI and 
especially Pius XII did for the Jews:' 

To have a broader idea of the 
question, ZENIT interviewed Duce. 

Q: It has taken five years of research in 
the archives to write this book. 'What were 
the reason.s that drove you to deepen your 
study of relation.s between the Holy See and 
''the Jewish que.rtion "? 

Duce: From an examination of 
the numerous existing writings and 
the available archives, I arrived at a 
conviction: There was no systematic and 
integral work examining the conduct 
of the Holy See and its diplomatic 
structures in the whole temporal and 
geographic span in which Nazi and anti
Jewish violence was manifested. 



I have tried to fill this void; it is not 
for me to say if I have succeeded. 

Q: What are tl1e conclu.sion.s of your 
re.search? How were Pope.s Pius Xl'.s and 
Pius XII'.s relations wid1 the ]ew.s? How did 
they conduct themselves in the face of racial 
law.s and per.secution.s of the Jewish people? 

Duce: During the years of persecution, 
relations between the top of the Jewish 
communities and the Vatican were 
increasingly frequent and intense. The 
two Pontiffs of the period cannot be 
accused of indifference, instigation or 

complicity with the persecutors. 
Q: An article published Oct. 26 by II 

Corriere della Sera .states that your book 
upholds the thesis of a "hesitant, isolated" 
even immobile Pope Piu.s XII, "unable to 
protect either believer.s or religiou.s from 
per.secution and martyrdom." I.s this the 
result of your research? 

Duce: The journalist's observation 
is precise and pertinent in substance, 
but it needs interpretation, namely, a 
specific reading, situated in the context 
of the events. 

Churches in Indonesia 

S
ince 1969 it is estimated that over 1000 churches have been 
burned down or forced to close due partly to the existence of 

a special ministerial decree that made it difficult for churches, and 
sometimes other religious groups' houses of worship, to gain formal 
approval and registration for their existence. Without having their 
paperwork in order they stood as easy targets for militant groups 
or bigoted local residents of other faiths, with the police often being 
stuck in the middle and having to side with the protesters and require 
congregations to move elsewhere or make do with holding services 
in homes. 

The attacks on churches have intensified in the last few years and 
this caused the government in Jakarta to revise the law in question 
(SKB (Surat Keputusan Bersama) Menag dan Mendagri Nomor 

1/1969.), with the process of revision now having been completed 
and the Religious Affairs department about to begin an education 
program on the new rules. 

The most important aspects of the new rules for gaining permission 
to establish a house of worship are: 

1. Prospective houses of worship must gather together the
names and identity cards of at least 90 people who belong to the
proto-congregation.

2. Prospective houses of worship must gather together the names
and identity cards of at least 60 people who belong to other faiths,
live in the area, and have no objection to the proposed building.

3. Formal approval must be gained from local head of the Religious
Affairs Department.

4. Formal approval must be gained from the local inter-faith
communication forum (Communication Forum for Religious
Harmony (FKUB)).

If the above requirements are met but the proposed building meets 

with resistance from some local residents, the local government 
is required to find an alternative venue for services. This is a new 
addition to the original 1969 law. 

The decree also says that congregations numbering fewer than 
90 people can obtain two-year temporary permits. Administrations 
are also required to protect and assist existing houses of worship 
which have yet to obtain permits. 
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Pius XIrs inability to protect 
believers themselves and the clergy 
from National Socialist violence should 
make one reflect. Can one expect 
someone who does not have the 
strength to protect "his own flock," to 
save his "neighbors"? 

The context of the period is that of 
a double persecution: anti-Catholic - in 
general anti-religious - and anti-Jewish. 
I think it is futile to specify that the 
second is much more violent and cruel 
than the first. 

Q: On the occasion of the presentation of 
your book, .some voice.s were rai.sed to .stop 
Piu.s XII'.s proces.s of beatification. What is 
your opinion in this respect? 

Duce: My research did not have as its 
objective to influence Pius XIrs process 
of beatification. I must admit that I 
myself do not know the precise terms 
of this procedure, nor at what point it 
is today. 

I have highlighted hundreds of 
documents - many unknown until now. 
I do not exclude the possibility that 
some of them might be useful for the 
work of the commission in charge of the 
beatification. 

For me the "historical" work is 
already very laborious; I have no 
intention of taking charge also of that of 
the commission. 

Q: At the end of your book there is a 
chapter entitled "The Crusade of Charity." 
Can you explain what it i,s abota? 

Duce-. The "crusade of charity" is an 
effective and happy expression used 
on several occasions by authoritative 
Vatican representatives. It tries to 
highlight the activity carried out by the 
Holy See during the conflict in favour 
of those who were suffering: searches 
for the missing; information; help for 
those detained; support of emigrations; 
economic aid to families, prisoners, the 
deported, etc. 

Obviously it is an enormous and 
lasting effort sustained by Vatican 
structures and the nunciatures which, 
however, were not constituted with 
these objectives. 

The Church of Rome wanted to 
provide assistance in all directions 
regardless of religion, nationality or 
race. In that multitude of sufferers were 
also the Jews. 

Source: ZENIT, the Catholic News Agency: 
ZE06111721 



... 

CATHOLIC LIFE 

Faith and hope in Action 

ROME CELEBRATES 

HER SAINTS 

By CATHERINE SMIBERT

HEN i t  
c o m e s  t o  
f e s t i v i t i es 

" for religious 
celebrations, 
Rome takes 

--...:-.&.-__ ....,,".IF\. first prize. 
The popular and religious intertwine 
in a striking way. 

The month of June sees eccentric 
celebrations surrounding a pair of 
solemnities, those of John the Baptist 
and of Rome's patrons, the Apostles 
Peter and Paul. 

The feast of St John the Baptist 
brings out the whole community. In 
and around any parish, municipality, 
or school bearing his name, not 
to mention the cathedral-basilica, 
festivities spilled into the streets. 

I attended some in my own area of 
Tiburtina last year, where sparkling 
lights in the shape of huge, blooming 
flowers glowed on strategically 
selected corners, and where street 
vendors gathered in the square to sell 
their wares. Musicians performed as 
people of all ages danced and came 
together at the end of the night with 
fireworks displays. 

'That's the popular side, but the 
religious is just as rich,' said the 
organizer, Father Franco Calzona. 'It's 
important to have the two for balance, 
sharing and attraction.' 

The pastor of St John Baptist-of-the
Hill Parish explained the community 
finds the right equilibrium. 

'For our patron, we arrange a kind 
of 'Passion triptych' of events,' Father 
Calzona told me. 'This begins with 
Eucharistic adoration, Benediction, and 
we take the groups through some basic 
instruction or catechesis.' 

The events culminated in a Sunday 

morning Mass and procession around 
local streets. 

'Our troop weaves in and out of 
all the apartment blocks,' explained 
the pastor. 'We stop every so often to 
bless them and invoke the help of St 
John the Baptist at little sign posts, or 
'terrini,' which are placed by the locals 
in areas where they want us to stop 
and pray.' 

On the Friday evening before, 
Auxiliary Bishop Rino F isichella 
presided over a Mass that was held in 
the local piazza. 

He took the occasion to emphasize 
the importance of such public displays 
of our faith. The bishop mentioned 
how Rome's Catholics can trace 
such displays back to their ancient 
forefathers, and how they transformed 
pagan festivals into Christian ones. 

'The nature of our faith is public 
and it should be professed in such a 
way,' Bishop Fisichella told me after 
the Mass. 'The act of public profession 
goes back to Christ and his disciples.' 

Bishop Fisichella, who is rector at 
the Lateran University, added: 'We 
can't afford to lose ourselves inside 
a private circle. As our contemporary 
society sees ever increasing signs of 
relativism, egoism and individualism 
... we are called to counteract the lies 
with the love and truth offered by our 
faith 

'We can acknowledge how the 
Church of Rome must always be called 
to giving an especially public witness 
of faith, of charity and hope for all the 
Churches in the world? 

One could call it an
� exhortation to act locally, think . 

globally. 

CATHERINE SMJBEKT can be reached at catherine@ 

zenit.org. 
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From Every Face 
He wipes off 
every Tear 

O
H, spring to light, 
auspicious Babe, be born! 

See, Nature hastes her earliest 
wreaths to bring, 

With all the incense of the 
breathing spring! 

See lofty Lebanon his head 
advance! 

See nodding forests on the 
mountains dance! 

See spicy clouds from lowly 
Sharon rise, 

And Carmel's flowery top 
perfumes the skies! 

Hark! a glad voice the lonely 
desert cheers; 

Prepare the way! a God, a God, 
appears. 

A God! a God! the vocal hills 
reply; 

The rocks proclaim the 
approaching Deity. 

Lo! earth receives Him from the 
bending skies; 

Sink down, ye mountains, and, 
ye valleys, rise; 

With heads declined, ye cedars, 

homage pay; 
Be smooth, ye rocks: ye rapid 

floods, give way! 
The Saviour comes, by ancient 

bards foretold; 
Hear Him, ye deaf! and, all ye 

blind, behold! 
He from thick films shall purge 

the visual ray, 
And on the sightless eyeball pour 

the day: 
'Tis He the obstructed paths of 

sound shall clear, 

And bid new music charm the 
unfolding ear. 

The dumb shall sing, the lame 

his crutch forego, 
And leap exulting, like the 

bounding roe. 
No sight, no murmur the wide 

world shall hear; 

From every face He wipes off 
every tear. 

In adamantine chains shall Death 
be bound, 

And hell's grim tyrant feel the 
eternal wound. 

- From The Messiah by Alexander Pope, 
1688-1744, one of England's greatest 

Catholic poets. 



BOOK REVIEW 

Secun'ty, Espionage: Serving Australia's Interests 

THE INTRIGUE MASTER 

AVAL intelligence is 
a strange business 

* and conventional
• navies, especially

Australia's, have
#. tended not only

to neglect the
function but to treat it with a degree 
of disdain. That it worked rather well 
for both the Royal Navy [RN] and the 
Royal Australian Navy (RAN] in two 
world wars happened more by the 
accident of having some extraordinarily 
capable people in the right place at the 
right time. 

For most of the inter-war period, 
the RAN managed without a Naval 
Intelligence Division. In the early 
l 930s, the Assistant Chief of Naval
Staff 'looked after' intelligence with
the help of a civil assistant, Walter
Brooksbank, who actually held the post 
from 1923 to 1958. The key uniformed
intelligence officer was the Staff
Officer (Intelligence) in Sydney. In
1935, the job was given to Lieutenant
Commander Rupert Basil Michel Long,
known to his contemporaries as 'Cocky'.

Long was a career naval officer, a 
graduate with such luminaries as John 

Reviewed by MICHAEL O'CONNOR

Barbara Winter The Intrigue Master 

Boolarong Press, Brisbane, 1995, 

339pp, hardback, S39.95. 

Collins and Bruce Farncomb (later the 
first and second Australian Chiefs of 
Naval Staff) of the first course of the 
RAN College. A torpedo specialist, he 
actively sought the intelligence job at 
the risk of a more distinguished career 
because of a conviction that Japan 
would go to war against the British 
Empire. Long moved to Melbourne, 
becoming Director of Naval Intelligence 
in 1939 and held the post until 1946. 
He was never promoted; he was granted 
the acting rank of commander so that 
he could carry some weight in joint and 
allied councils. Even so, his colleagues 
from the other Australian and allied 
Services were vastly senior to him in 
rank. It was not untypical of the way the 
navy does business. In similar fashion, 
the navy persistently fought against 
granting naval rank - and therefore 
protection - to its coastwatchers in the 
field. According to the navy, they had 
not been properly enlisted nor had 

Turning Point, not End Point 

It seems to us that we must state our complete disagreement
with the prophets of misfortune, who always announce 

catastrophes as if the world were close to its end. In the 
present course of events when society seems to be at a 
turning point, it is better to acknowledge the mysterious plans 
of divine Providence which, through the succession of times 
and the work of human beings and most of the time against 
all expectations, reach their goal and arrange everything with 
wisdom for the good of the Church, even the events that are 
in opposition to it. 

- Blessed John XXIII (1881-1963 AD), Pope, Address for the opening of the 
Second Vatican Council 
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they done the appropriate (a favourite 
bureaucratic term) courses. Many of 
these men died in Japanese captivity; 
whether na\·al rank would have 
protected them is doubtful. 

Long dominated his field. Arranging 
for his naval college classmates, Eric 
Feldt and Hugh Mackenzie, to be 
recalled from civilian employment 
in New Guinea, Long gave them the 
job of building up the coastwatcher 
organisation in that area and in the 
Solomon Islands. This was to prove 
one of the few instances in which 
Australia was prepared for the Japanese 
onslaught. The coastwatchers - officials, 
planters, missionaries and others 
were equipped with small Australian 
designed teleradios, simple but secure 
cyphers and a secret radio frequency. 
They reported on shipping and air 
movements to such effect that the 
Americans credited them with saving 
Guadalcanal. As US Admiral Bill Halsey 
famously noted, the coastwatchers 
saved Guadalcanal and Guadalcanal 
saved the Pacific. That much-neglected 
- in Australia - campaign was vital to
Australia's links with the United States 
and its survival. 

Another, also with Long's 
support and encouragement, was the 
development of the crucial Australian 
and Allied radio intercept system. 
In conjunction with American and 
British codebreakers, Australia played 
a significant role, one that continues to 
the present day. 

Long was to become virtually the 
clearing house for Allied clandestine 
operations in the Pacific. Australia 
created or hosted an alphabet 
soup of groups such as the Far 
East Liaison Office (a propaganda 
organisation), Secret Intelligence 
Australia (an espionage organisation), 
Services Reconnaissance Department 
(responsible for sabotage) and many 
others. Perhaps most importantly, he 



was instrumental in establishing the 
Allied Intelligence Bureau, a combined 
Australian-American organisation 
which, apart from its basic work, was 
able to keep the Australian government 
informed of things the Americans did 
not want them to know. 

Long's contacts overseas ensured 
that most operations could go ahead 
only with his support. Moreover, these 
contacts ensured that Long, perhaps 
more than any other Australian except 
perhaps General Blarney, had a grasp of 
the total global war strategy. Certainly, 
our political leaders of the time gave 
litt.le evidence of anything more than 
a sketchy and parochial understanding 
of the fundamental nature of 
World WarlJ. 

Long was also concerned with 
waterfront and shipping security at a 
time when strikes and other problems 
caused so much delay to Allied merchant 
shipping that Long commented that 
they were worth a U-boat wolf pack to 
the enemy. This was another example of 
Long's broad vision. He could see that 
the sailing of a convoy that was delayed 
by a strike or even the penalising of 
a drunken seaman put unnecessary 
pressure on the availability of scarce 
shipping in other parts of the world. 
He was instrumental in establishing 
the Commonwealth Security Service 
a.lthough its performance was somewhat 
dismal until ASIO was established 
in 1949. 

The reputation he built with his 
American counterparts was such that, 
after the war, he was asked to reform 
the US Navy's directorate of intelligence 
with the rank of rear admiral, USN. 

Bedes & Prayers 

N owadays if we bought a necklace 

we would expect it to be made of 

beads. Bead also is an unusual word, 

for instead of starting, as is common, 

by describing something concrete 

and immediate and widening its 

sense to include the metaphorical, it 

has gone the other way. In Chaucer's 

time a bead or hede was a prayer, 

from the Anglo-Saxon gebed with a 

verb biddan, to pray. Thus to bid a 

bead is to offer a prayer, and beads 

bidding the saying of prayers. In the 

fourteenth century the two words sus

tained an uneasy co-existence: "With 

beodes and with prayers." Eventually, 

however, French priere, from Latin 

precaria, drove out the native bede. 

- Unemcumber and Pantaloon. Gillian

Mary Edwards. NY Dutton 1969.

Long declined the offer; retaining 

his Australian nationality was more 
important even though the RAN had 

by then compulsorily retired him at his 

low rank and with almost the meanest 

of awards. 
Long was no office-bound director. 

At one time, he was known to have 
indulged in some clandestine burglary 
of the homes of pro-German American 
businessmen prior to Pearl Harbour. 
Later, concerned that the Americans 
were being less than frank with their 
Australian allies, he is a.lso reported to 
have paid General Macarthur's barber 
to retail the general's unusually frank 
revelations while having his hair cut. 

At a time when official Australia, the 
navy especially, was not too friendly 
to Catholics and Jews, Long managed 
to make himself even more unpopular 
with his naval superiors for recruiting 
such dubious people to his intelligence 
division. Many such as Catholics Paul 
McGuire, Kevin Kelly and Sir Murray 
Mcinerney, and Jews such as Sir Zelman 
Cowen and Sir Asher Joel. were later to 
become prominent in Australian life. 

Barbara Winter is a first-rate 
naval historian. Well known for an 
earlier book which comprehensively 
demolished the conspiracy theories 
that gathered around the loss of HMAS 
Sydney in 1941, she has compiled a 
very full biography of an important but 
shadowy figure in Australia's history. 
Winter not only trawls a wide range of 
sources but analyses these with great 
care, dealing as fully as is humanly 
possible with any discrepancies. Given 
the practice in intelligence organisations 
of destroying much of their basic raw 
material, the task is difficult butl 
she has produced a fascinating 
and very readable book. 

MICHAEL O'CONNOR is executive director of 

the Australian Defence Association. A former pattol 
officer in Papua New Cuinca, he also scrved in the 
Royal Austrolian Navy as an intelligence officer. 
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Appealing to Evolution in a Godless World 

AN ATHEIST'S PRAYER 

(DEDICATED TO RICHARD DAWKINS) 

By COLIN H. ]ORY 

O
Evolution, thou procreant non
thing, 

That into being whatever lives did bring 
Through random atoms intermingling 
And purgative attrition; 
I bless thy fertile non-intentioning 
That I am its fruition. 

I thank thee nightly on bended knee 
That the Big Bang's spew of dead debris 
Congealed as sun, earth, air, moon, sea, 
Then stirred as life hereditable; 
And oozed, crawled, slouched-towards 
Humanity! 
'Twas truly creditable! 

0 praise, that cells did synchronize 
In blind embrace to give Life eyes, 
As lenses, muscles and neural ties 
Evolved discretely 
In lidded sockets by chance right-sized 
To nest all neatly! 

What triumph of thy matchless might 
When Man at last breathed whole, 
despite 
The lack of plan or oversight 
In his formation; 
And found at hand all requisites 
To thrive! 0 Jubilation! 

How oft, ere this, did limbs and feet 
Bud forth his trunk at points unmeet, 
While stumpy proto-man hobbled to 
compete 
'Gainst tooth and claw? 
And after two legs made him fleet
How apt to sprout not more! 

What was I, or my generatio� 
To be thus favoured by chance 
mutation, 
When every thwarted configuration 
Of matter and function 
Craved to frustrate integration 
And wreak disjunction! 

0 Evolutio� that finds perfectio� 
Without volition or direction, 
By vagrant change and natural selection, 
How great thou art! 
No force, material or ethereal, 
Can ape thy part! 

And last, my thanks that I'm 
enlightened, 
Unlike those who, by truth's glare 
frightened, 
And by theistic fancies blighted 
Imagine cosmic plan. 
May thy disciples see them righted! 

- Dr Colin Jory is the author of five intertwined scholarly books on the Elizabethan print industry. He has a
book on Hamlet on the cusp of completion. TI1is 'Atheist's Prayer' is a parody of a poem by Robbie Burns

"Holy Willie's Prayer". 
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THE CHURCH AND PHILOSOPHY 

Symposium on Science, Philosophy And Religi,on 

A RESPONSE FROM SEVENTY YEARS AGO 

TO THE DAWKINS 'GOD DELUSION' 

OME years ago while 
researching the life of 
Professor Oscar Ulrich 
Vonwiller, fourth professor 
and Head of Physics at 
the University of Sydney, 

---iac•,,. I came across a number 
of reports of, and, finally, the text of a 
three-way debate held at the University 
during the Michaelmas term in 1936 
between Professor Vonwiller, John 
Anderson, Professor of Philosophy, and 
Dr P.J. Ryan M.S.C. , D.D., Ph.D. 

I first heard of Dr Paddy Ryan in 
1948 when I was a schoolboy at Our 
Lady of the Rosary primary school at 
the foot of the hill on which the MSC 
monastery is built in Kensington. It was 
then home to Dr Ryan and Dr Rumble 
( of Question Box fame) and is still home 
to Annals among other works of the 
Missionaries of the Sacred Heart. 

We were all asked to pray earnestly 
for a coming debate between Dr Ryan 
and a member of the Communist Party 
at Rushcutters Bay Stadium in Sydney. 
That this was an important and dramatic 

By JAMES MCCAUGHAN 

occasion was driven home to me when 
my father, a tram driver at Dowling 
Street tram depot in Kensington, said 
that he and another Catholic workmate 
from the Kensington parish were 
going along to help ensure that the 
communists did not get out of hand. 

A summary of the event and much else 
about Dr Ryan is accessible in the recent 
book "Catholic Values and Australian 
Realities" by Professor James Franklin. 
Subsequently four of us became his 
altar servers on several occasions when 
he sang a Missa Cantata at St Margaret's 
Hospital Darlinghurst with the legendary 
Sister Anne in attendance. 

Finally Dr Ryan was a great help to 
me when I was pursuing the topic of 
spiritism that one of my fellow students 
at Sydney University was becoming 
involved with. Our conversations then 
ranged over many topics, including 
evolution. 

The motivation for this article comes 
from a perceived lack of material in 
reply to the attacks on Cod and religion 
in the name of science by people who 

Dogmas, New and Old 

R
eligious teaching must be dogmatic, simply because all teaching 

must be dogmatic. The teacher is allowed to say that twice two is 

four, not because it is less dogmatic, but because it is less disputed. 

In other words, education is easy when dogma is universal. It only 

becomes difficult when men are divided about dogmas. But men are 

divided very much indeed about these new dogmas; possibly more than 

they ever were about the old dogmas. There are quite as many versions 

of citizenship as there ever were different versions of orthodoxy ... it is 

really unfair to use force to teach everybody everything, unless you 

can teach everybody every aspect of everything. One schoolmaster 

can teach twenty boys the alphabet; but it would require twenty 

schoolmasters to teach one boy the arguments of the twenty schools of 

thought on any disputed subject. 
- G. K. Chesteron, On Education and Dogma, June 12, 1920, quoted in The Defendant. 

Newsletter of the Australian Chesteron Society, March 2007. 

ANNALS AUSTRALASIA 23 MARCH 2007 

have made science their god. 
That a defence given seventy years 

ago is still compelling today was 
confirmed when Dr Ryan's argument was 
presented to the National Conference 
of the Australian Catholic Students 
Association in July 2005 at St John's 
College in the University of Sydney. 
Now with Richard Dawkins' provocative 
"God delusion" baiting the gullible, it 
is more than time for Dr Ryan's incisive 
reasoning to be unleashed. 

The Debate 

The debate began with Professor 
Vonwiller describing the changes that 
had taken place in recent decades in 
physics, which encouraged a pragmatic 
view among physicists that their 
methods were useful but not giving the 
real descriptions of the processes. In 
modern parlance, a 'God of the gaps' 
[in our knowledge] was called for. But 
a Christian Cod? A Cod and suffering? 
We can't see where this is leading; we 
do not know the divine purpose. Virgin 
birth? Is this more remarkable than 
the existence of any kind of life on 
earth, when at one time there was no 
recognisable life? The vast scale of the 
universe and the insignificance of the 
earth - these were issues that Professor 
Vonwiller touched on. 

'Strange as it may seem,' said 
Professor Vonwiller, 'and out of all 
proportion, this vast and complicated 
universe might be necessary for the 
development of beings limited to this 
earth, a tiny almost inappreciable speck 
in the whole.' 

This last statement is quite 
remarkable in that it anticipates, by 
half a century, the fact, closely allied 
to the 'Anthropic Principle,' that 
conditions are so precisely tuned that 
even tiny differences in some measured 
parameters in the universe would render 



life on earth impossible. The pragmatic 
methods of science, however, are not 
applicable. said the professor, to religion. 
Scientific knowledge is incomplete this 
should lead us to humility. 

Professor Anderson spoke next. 
He put science and philosophy at the 
same level. Experiments were just one 
environment in which thinking took 
place and philosophy (logic) governed 
all sciences since thinking was involved. 
There was, for him, no separate realm 
of mathematical or physical. truth. 
Questions are to be settled in terms of 
matters of fact Any inquiry into fact may 
be described as scientific. If there are 
religious truths then religion is a science 
like any other. But explanations above 
empirical facts ("supernature") rendered 
religion unscientific. Christian ethics was 
equally unscientific in that it laid down 
'precepts'. 

Anderson's ignorance of how much 
science goes beyond the facts makes 
his position one that ends by rendering 
science unscientific. He indicated no 
appreciation of the role that mathematics 
plays in science. nor did he acknowledge 
the rational basis of Christian ethics. 

Now to Dr Ryan. We give che text of 
his presentation in full. 

IT IS MY PURPOSE this evening (l) 

'If preachers rais'd 

by God 

They will disdain, 

Preachers rais'd from 

the Grave 

Would preach in vain.' 
- Spiritual Songs, Rev. John Mason,

died 1694 

to explain the rational basis of natural 
religion and that particular supernatural 
religion which is Christianity. I restrict 
the treatment of Christianity to the 
Catholic religion. To deal with other 
forms of Christianity would be quite 
beyond my scope; (2) to state the 
attitude of the Catholic Church to the 
experimental sciences and to philosophy. 

Natural Religion 

Using the principles of reason 
(sufficient reason and causality), we 
argue from the facts of our experience 
to the existence of a Supreme, Personal 
Being, in whom alone the universe 
finds its ultimate explanation. By reason 
coo, we demonstrate chat che liniYerse 
proceeds from God by creation. and 
that in consequence, the universe and 

everything in it and men in particular, 
are absolutely and continually dependent 
on God. 

It is not possible to prove here the 
foregoing propositions, but you will 
find abundant proof of them in any 
recognized text-book of scholastic 
philosophy. Even today it is sometimes 
asserced that Kant has demolished 
these arguments and that his objections 
to them ha,·e never been met. Both 
statements are false. Kane's criticism of 
the arguments for the existence of God 
is based on a false theory of knowledge, 
an unwarranted denial of the universal 
value of the principles of reason, and 
a misunderstanding of the arguments 
themselves. You will find a convincing 
refutation of Kant's arguments in any 
recognized Catholic work on Natural 
Theology, e.g. George Hayward Joyce: 
Principles of Natural Theology. 

Endowed with intelligence, man 
is capable of knowing God, and of 
realizing his absolute dependence on 
his Creator. Man is therefore, bound in 
justice to recognize God as his Creator, 
Lord and benefactor, and to give Him 
chat supreme reverence and honour 
which are due to Him. 

Natural Religion is simply the 
recognition of these truths knowable by 

This insurance product Is issued by Catholic Church Insurances Limited ABN 76 000 005 210 AFSL 2354 t 5. The Product Disclosure Statement is available from our website or by 
phOning us. You shOuld read and consider the Product Disclosure Statement before deciding to buy or renew this insurance p,oduct. 
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reason, and the practical observance of 
them in every day life. 

Now this duty of religion is binding 
on man not only as an individual but 
as a member of society - for God is the 
Author and the Lord not only of the 
individual but of Society itself. 

That a personal God exists, that He 
is the Creator of the world, that men 
are absolutely dependent on God and 
are consequently bound in justice to 
recognize and honour Him as their 
Creator and Lord, these truths -
knowable and demonstrable by reason 
- constitute the rational basis of natural
religion.

It is not necessary to be a Christian in 
order to admit this; all that is required is 
the right use of reason. 

Supernatural Religion 

Supernatural Religion presupposes 
the basic truths of natural religion, but 
its immediate basis is Divine Revelation 
accepted by Faith. And here it is 
necessary to explain what we mean by 
Faith. 

Faith: Faith is the acceptance of 
something as true, not on intrinsic 
evidence, but on the authority of 
another. A stationmaster, for instance, 
tells me a certain train is the Melbourne 
Express. Now I have neither the time nor 
the means to board the train, go with it 
to its destination and thus finding out 
the truth of the matter for myself. But 
I see that the stationmaster is a reliable 
man who is in a position to know the 
truth and who would not intentionally 
deceive me. I see that it is reasonable 
to accept what he says; I take his word 
for it, even if I have never previously 
travelled by train; I believe him; I elicit 
an act of faith. We are making such acts 
all day long. They are the source of 
much of our knowledge. 

Divine Faith: Just as it is reasonable 
to accept something as true on the 
authority of a reliable human witness, so 
also it is reasonable to accept something 
as true on the authority of God - should 
He choose to reveal Himself to us. In 
order that such assent be reasonable, 
it is requisite and sufficient that the 
witness should know the truth and be 
truthful. When the witness in question 
is God Himself, there is no reasonable 
alternative. To refuse to accept God's 
word would do violence to reason. To 
accept something as true on the authority 

A New Song 
to the Lord 

'praise the Lord with the lyre, make 
melody to him with the harp of ten 

strings! Sing to him a new song.' [Ps 
32 2,3] You have learnt the new song: 
forget the ancient one. We are a new 
humanity, we have a new alliance with 
God; so let our song be new; a new 
song is not for the old man. Only the new 
mankind can learn it, mankind made new 
out of the ancient stuff; whose new alliance 
is the kingdom of heaven. Our whole heart 
yearns for it as we sing the new song not 
with our voices but with our lives. 

-St Aurelius Augustlnus known as Augustine of 
Hippo [354--430ADJ, Sermon 1,7-8 On Psalm 32. 
Quoted in The Roman Breviary for the Second 
Reading at Matins for the Feast of St Cecilia, 

November 22. 

of God is to elicit an act of Divine Faith. 
And the motive of our assent in divine 

as in human faith is not the intrinsic 
evidence of the truth to which we assent, 
but the authority of the witness who 
proposes that truth to our belief. 

That God has the power and the 
right to reveal Himself to men is 
philosophically certain. 

That man is bound to accept the word 
of God is obvious. 

That God has really spoken and 
revealed Himself to man is one of the 
major facts of history. 

Jesus Christ claimed to be God 
as well as man, and God in the same 
sense that the Supreme Being is God. 
He proved His claim. He proved it by 
His numerous miracles and above all 
by the supreme miracle of His bodily 
resurrection from the dead. (This may 
be - and is - denied, but it cannot be 
reasonably denied on historical grounds. 
The evidence is too strong). Now Jesus 
Christ made known to us momentous 
truths about God, the universe and men, 
about this world and the next. He also 
promulgated a code of morals. Some of 
these truths are knowable by unaided 
reason. Others, such as the mystery of 
the Trinity, are inaccessible to reason 
both as regards their existence and their 
full content 

But they are not to be rejected on 
that account. It is to be expected that in 
the Infinite God there will be much that 
our finite minds cannot fully understand. 
God's word is absolute guarantee of their 
truth. The Blessed Trinity is a mystery, 
i.e., a truth which we cannot fully
understand. It is not a contradiction. To 
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say that it is, is to be ignorant either of 
what constitutes a contradiction, or of 
the import of the doctrine. The Trinity is 
a/act though it does not come within the 
ambit of our experience. To say that only 
those things are facts which come under 
experience is a begging of the whole 
question. 

My reason tells me that whatever God 
reveals is the unalloyed truth, and that 
it is my duty to accept his revelation as 
such. 

A careful examination of historical 
evidence shows that God has in fact 
made known certain truths, which have 
come down to me unaltered. The same 
evidence enables me to distinguish 
genuine from bogus and counterfeit 
revelation. Knowing that a divine 
revelation has been given, and knowing 
what that revelation is, I freely assent to 
it and thereby elicit an act of Divine Faith. 
This Divine Faith has for its rational 
basis: 

(a) The existence of a personal
Creator known and demonstrated by 
reason. 

(b) The philosophical possibility of
Divine revelation. 

( c) The proven historical fact of a
Divine revelation which has come down 
to me in its entirety. 

It is to be noted here that when we 
assent to truth on authority we must 
first have employed our reason to 
estimate and judge the evidence for the 
knowledge and truth of that authority. 
This is a dictate of common sense and is 
to be applied to all authority, including 
that of God, the Church and the Bible. 
Were we unable to convince ourselves 
on rational grounds that an All-wise All
truthful God exists; that He has spoken 
to man; and that His revelation has been 
faithfully and accurately conveyed to us, 
we could not reasonably accept such 
revelation. Objective Evidence, then, sifted 
and examined by the careful use of our 
reasoning faculties, is the ultimate test of 
truth in this and in all other matters. 

So much for the rational basis of 
religion, natural and supernatural. 

It is now possible to state the attitude 
of religion to the experimental sciences 
and to philosophy. 

By religion I here mean: 
(a) the truths which constitute

the basis of natural and supernatural 
religion. 

(b) The doctrinal and moral content of



Rediscover the Past 

A
s I read on through our recent and gratifyingly rich heritage 

of commentary and memoir, it became clearer to me all the 

time that we hadn't become a prosperous and reasonably equable 

democracy by the accidental dispensation of benevolent nature 

and a favourable geographical position. The country had been built, 

by clever people. Our constitution itself was the work of people 

who had studied history. They were readers of newspapers and 

periodicals, they were eternal students in the best sense, they 

were bookish people. They had built a bookish nation. But, as so 

often has been the case with Australia's consciousness of itself, the 

problem was to realise it. 
- Clive James, inaugural David Scott Mitchell Lecture for State Library of New South Wales. 

November 2002 

both natural and supernatural religion, 
as understood by Catholic philosophy 
and theology. 

The Relationship Between 
Religion And The 

Experimental Sciences 

(a) I begin by enunciating a general
philosophical principle: God is the 
author of nature, of reason and of 
revelation. Since God is truth, and truth 
is one, there is not and never can be, any 
real conflict bet'.veen an established truth 
of science and a truth known by Divine 
Revelation. The reason why no real 
conflict is possible is not the duality of 
truth but its unity. What has been shown 
to be true by one science holds good for 
every intellect and all science. There may 
be at times an apparent opposition, due 
to imperfect knowledge of the truths in 
question, or of their applications. 

(b) While there can be no real conflict
between Divine revelation and truths 
certainly established by philosophy or 
any other science, there may be real 
opposition between revealed truth 
and philosophical opinion or scientific 
hypothesis. But opinions and hypotheses 
are not demonstrated facts and no one 
is more keenly aware of the provisional 
character of his hypotheses than the 
genuine scientist. 

There is an all-important point, too 
often forgotten, which is that because an 
explanation explains it is not, therefore, 
necessarily the true explanation. There 
may be twenty plausible explanations of 
a set of facts of which nineteen must be, 
and all twenty may be, wholly wrong. 
Enthusiastic writers of popular treatises 
on science often seem to forget this 

important point. Because the doctrines 
of protective colouring or of sexual 
selection, for example, seem to explain, 
and as a matter of fact would explain a 
number of facts, it is therefore assumed 
that they must be the explanation. 
Which is a non sequitur. The more facts 
which a theory explains and the more 
wide apart from one another these facts 
are, the more likely it is to be true; but 
there is a considerable gulf between 
extremely likely and peifectly certain. Many 
enthusiasts seem to take this gulf in their 
stride; at least they neglect to inform 
their readers that it has been passed.' 
(Sir Bertram Windle - The Church and 
Science-1924, 30, p44). 

And again: 'A person cannot refuse 
to believe a true scientific fact, such 
as that human beings have osseous 
backbones, and still retain a reputation 
for sanity. But when he considers all that 
has happened in recent years, perhaps 
especially in recent years, in history 
of science, he can be pardoned if he 
suspends his opinion on any theory of 
science and particularly if he suspends it 
when it appears to conflict with anything 
which he believes on higher grounds. 
He can and may do this, when he would 
be insane if he asked leave to suspend 
his decision on the backbone question. 
More especially may he venture to 
suspend his opinion when he finds that 
men of science are not all of one mind 
on the point in question; indeed, under 
these circumstances, it would seem 
to prudent for the ordinary person to 
suspend his judgment.' (ibidp. 50-51). 

'Don't listen to his words� writes 
Einstein of the scientist, 'examine his 
achievements. For to the discoverer 
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in that field the constructions of his 
imagination appear so necessary and so 
natural that he is apt to treat them not as 
the creations of his thoughts but as given 
realities.' ( On the method of Theoretical 
Physics, p. 5). 

Much of the supposed opposition 
between religion and science is due 
(1) to false applications or unwarranted
extensions of perfectly legitimate
theories. Hypotheses which are useful
in a restricted sphere are applied to all
reality, and thus stultify themselves,
(2) to the fact that perfectly legitimate
scientific methods are erected into
systems of philosophy. A scientific
method is concerned only with the
technique of investigation; e.g. the
empirical study of facts, the formation of
hypotheses and their verification. If you
say that the scientist should be guided
by observation and experiment, you are 
formulating a most valuable principle of
scientific investigation. If you go further
and state that there is no reality apart
from that which admits of observation
and experiment, you have converted a
principle of scientific method into a
philosophy. And it is only by an abuse
of the name and popularity of science
that this latter procedure can be
labelled scientific. And yet it is labelled
scientific, as frequently and as cheerfully
as Japanese merchants are said to label
their goods: 'Made in England:

(c) Just as there may be a real
or apparent opposmon between 
revealed dogma and the hypotheses 
of philosophers and scientists, so 
also there may be a real or apparent 
opposition between a fact of science or a 
demonstrated conclusion of philosophy 
and the opinion of an individual 
theologian. But there is a vast difference 
between a certainly revealed truth and 
the opinion of this or that theologian. If 
the latter's opinion be opposed to fact, it 
is clear that he has made a mistake in his 
reasoning, and must cm·er the ground 
again. 

Christianity And Philosophy 

What has been said of the 
relationship between Christianity and 
the experimental sciences is true also of 
the relationship between Christianity and 
philosophy. The attitude of the Catholic 
Church to philosophy may be summed 
up in the following propositions: 

(a) Any philosophical teaching, or any 



system of philosophy which is fully in 
accordance with reason and experience, 
wiU also be found to harroonjse with the 
teaching of Divine revelation. For truth 
cannot contradict truth. 

(b) With regard to the attitude of
the Church to what is called "Modern 
Philosophy;' i.e., recent and contemporary 

non-Christian philosophy - it is to be 
noted, in the first place, that there is 
no one system of modern philosophy. 
There are numerous systems of modern 
philosophy opposed to one another on 
fundamental points. If we may judge 
the future in the light of the past, the 
philosophical systems of the present day 
will be considerably modified or entirely 
rejected by the philosophers of the 
succeeding generation. We are under no 
obligation to justify Divine revelation to 
the modern systems of philosophy. They 
first have ro justify their own existence 
and content. 

There is little or no reason for 
regarding many of the tenets of modem 
philosophy as established truths. In fact 
there are often serious philosophical 
reasons for regarding them as false. 

If then, any of the theories of modern 
philosophy are in conflict with the 
teaching of Divine Revelation, it does 
not follow that the revelation is false. In 
fact if it contradicts Divinely revealed 
truth it is most cenainly false. 

(c) The dominant tendency of
modern philosophy is monism: all 
reality is of one thing or of one kind. 
Materialistic and idealistic monism are 
the dominant philosophical systems to
day. These cannot be reconciled with 
Christianity. But we are not disturbed 
on that account - for neither can they be 
reconciled with experience and common 
sense. 

To conclude - our attitude to science 
and philosophy is very aptly symbolized 
by the magnificent gesture of Pope Leo 
XIII who gave to the historians of the 
world the freedom of the archives of 
the Vatican, declaring that the

� Catholic Church had nothing to 
fear from the truth. 

DR JAMES McCAUCHAN is Honorary Senior Lecturer 
in Physics at the University of Sydney, where he still 
teaches. He retired in I 999 after lhiny-four years 
on the permanent staff. Author of The Messel Era 
he has published in tbe fields of Cosmjc Rndiation, 
Physics E<lucation, History of Physics, Biography in 
Physics, History and Philosophy of Science. He is 
married 10 Genevieve and has been blessed witb 
eleven children. 
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MORALITY AND LOBBY GROUPS 

Feminirm� Paradox and Silence 

NEW TWISTS TO POLITICAL CORRECTNESS 

HEN t h e
London terrorist 
b o m b i n g s

• o c cu r r e d  1n
July 2005, Jack
Cashill, author

_ _,,_.._ __ ....,,...,. of a penetrating 
analysis into the radical politicisation 
of western elites entitled Hoodwinked

(Nelson 2005) made a public bet. He 
stated that he would personally buy 
the uncut version of Michael Moore's 
Fahrenheit 9/11, a film he intensely 
detested, if politically correct spin 
- of blaming the attacks on America -
did not start within a few days of the
bombings. Cashill did not need to buy 
the film -sure enough, the reflex blaming 
started on cue in various sections of the 
mainstream media. 

Sometimes, however, political 
correctness takes strange forms. There 
can be a union of previously opposed 
causes, inconceivable together, who join 
in politically correct mantra chanting. 
The media are unsure of what the causes 
stand for so they just report the unlikely 
unions without too much commentary. 
This is especially apparent in the recent 
link between Muslim activists and 
supporters of left-of-centre causes -
feminism, gay rights, environmentalism 
and even Marxism. How can leftists 
and particularly feminists, who are 
supposedly anti-authoritarian support 
an authoritarian system like Islam? In 
these unlikely unions of opposed 'causes' 
there is a turning away from reason so 
as to aim at even larger PC victimhood 
territory- a kind of mutual spleen
venting without having to specify the 
cause -just a red-hot sense of 'us' against 
'them'. It is perhaps nowhere so visible 
as in the strange alliance of feminists 
with radical Islamic groups. When the 
Israeli- Hezbollah conflict was ensuing 
recently, British feminist Phyllis Baxter 
could not believe her eyes when she 
saw pro nuclear disarmament/feminist 

By WANDA SKOWRONSKA 

colleagues marching side by side with 
Muslim supporters carrying a placard 
announcing CWe are all Hezbollah now'. 
She said in disbelief: 

I could never have imagined 
that many of the same crowd I hung 
out with ... would today be standing 
shoulder to shoulder with militantly 
anti-feminist Islamic fundamentalist 
groups whose views on women 
make Western patriarchy look like a 
Greenham peace picnic.1 

Writing further on this subject, 
Pamela Bone, a former 1970s feminist, 
highlighted the feminist-radical Islam 
nexus and the strange silence of Western 
feminists for their sisters in Muslim 
countries. Writing in The Australian, she 
describes a peaceful demonstration of 
women in Teheran in June, 2006, where 
women asked for the right to have their 
testimony considered equivalent to that 
of a man in court. The result was that 
the demonstrators, most of them women, 
were attacked with tear gas and beaten 
with batons by officers from Iran's State 
Security Forces, according to Amnesty 
International. What stunned Bone the 
most, however, was the silence of the 

The Lesser of 

Two Evils 

A
n unnamed German poet who 
wrote in Latin in the year 1280 

... says: 'If these [pagan) authors 
have not learned the Catholic 
Faith, yet they have been staunch 
supporters of their own religion. 
I firmly believe that they would 
have adhered to Catholicism, had 
they known it. It is far better to be 
ignorant of the faith than to lapse 
into heresy.' This solution seems 
admirable common sense though it 
may not be sound theology. 

- Ernst Curtius. European Literature and 
the Latin Middle Ages 
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western feminists where the peaceful 
demonstration itself was concerned and 
their continuing silence in the aftermath 
of this well publicized event. 

Do you think women in Western 
countries marched in solidarity with 
the Iranian women demonstrators? 
Of course not. Do you think there 
are posters and graffiti at universities 
condemning the Iranian President? 
Of course not. You know, without 
needing to go there, that any graffiti at 
universities will be condemning George 
W. Bush, not Mahmoud Ahmadinejad.
(I concede Bush is easier to spell.)2 

In the same article Bone recounts the 
almost single-handed fight of a Canadian 
of Iranian background, Homa Arjomand, 
to lead the fight to stop Sharia courts 
being established in Canada. She did so 
with almost zero support from Anglo
Canadian feminists and academics 
who did not see merit, apparently, in 
fighting to stop a system which would 
dramatically curtail their freedoms if 
it were introduced. This same Homa 
Arjomand is now running a campaign to 
stop honour killings in Canada - that is, 
killings of women some Islamic societies 
(even in certain Islamic communities 
in Canada) who are perceived to have 
lowered the family honour in some way 
(perception is what counts here) - and 
again she does not appear to have the 
support of her feminist colleagues. Bone 
makes the pertinent observation: 

The question is why so many 
Western feminists do not speak out 
about the cruelty that blights the 
lives of millions of Komen in Islamic 
countries and would do the same to 
women eYern,·here else should the 
Jslamists succeed in their stated aim 
of creating a world"ide caliphate ... The 
reason, as writer Fay Weldon has said, 
is that these days racism is a much 
worse sin than sexism: a consequence, 
perhaps, of the success of the women's 
movement in the West.3 

As strange as the paradoxical 
silence of feminists may be as regards 



radical Islam - what does one say 
when the feminists' supposed ally -
the pro abortion doctor - kills women 
in great numbers? This is the stark 
reality of gender selection abortion 
both in India and China. The report of 
China's ongoing forced abortions and 
in particular abortions of female babies 
and abandonment of horn girls has been 
reported in the west by Steve Mosher 
of the US Population Research Institute 
and has been met with deafening 
silence from the bastions of feminism4

• 

Not as well known, but equally as 
horrifying, are sex-selection abortions 
in India which have accounted for the 
deaths of at least 50 million female 
babies over the past 20 years. In a rare 
article in the mainstream media on this 
politically incorrect subject, Louise 
Williams of the S,ydney Morning Herald 
of January 2006 observed that this is 
'the most grossly distorted gender ratio 
since statistics were first recorded'.5 

This young journalist expressed some 
authentic dismay but there was none 
from the feminista commentariat. In fact 
it is the Catholic church's bishops ( not 
women's groups within the church) who 
are supporting the fundamental right 
to life of these young girls more than 
any feminist mouthpiece. Monsignor 
Oswald Gracias, President of India's 
Catholic Bishops' Conference and 
the Archbishop of Agra, expressed his 
outrage at widespread abortion of girls, 
despite the fact that such practices had 
been outlawed since 1994, caJling it 
'contemptible and condemnable ... that 
females are chosen to be killed'.6 Again 
what is interesting about this Indian 
gendercide is the whisper-quiet silence 
of the feminista brigades of the west who 
should be sending unceasing calls to end 
the killing of their own sisters. However, 
the feminists are truly caught here. If 
they ignore the sex selection feticide of 
their sisters , then they have to take on 
board their support for the killing of 
their own gender - whose killing in any 
circumstance other than abortion they 
would wildly protest. However, if they 
were to protest against the killing of the 
unborn baby girls they would lose their 
enshrined PC status in moving away 
from their dogmatic support of abortion. 
But the reality remains that the 'woman's 
right to choose' could potentially 
result in the death of most girls, in 
fact the death of feminists themselves. 

Scientific Illusions 

N
ow it is sometimes argued that ... in ancient 

civilization human knowledge and human resources 

were so limited that mankind was always at the mercy 

of war and famine and disease. But now that the age of 

science has come, we have gained control over Nature 

and we are no longer at the mercy of circumstances. 

Modern machinery makes it possible to do without 

slavery, and modern scientific development makes it 

possible to abolish poverty and disease. Unfortunately, 

we see today that the new world of science and 

machinery is at the mercy of the same human forces 

which ruled the old world, and that it is these rather 

than any material factor which are the real cause of 

social evils. Science has not prevented war; it has even 

added fresh horrors to it and increased man's powers 

of destruction. The weaker and more backward races 

have suffered more during a century of the expansion 

of modern scientific civilization than they had ever done 

before in the world's history. Moreover, we have seen 

how the progress of industry and technique has led 

to new forms of economic exploitation, and has given 

new occasions of friction and rivalry between classes 

and nations. 

No doubt it may be argued that this is due to the 

maintenance of the old forms of social and economic 

organization in a world that has outgrown them. But the 

real cause of the evils of industrialism was not so much 

individualism in itself as the spirit which sacrificed the 

individual to the economic process, and it remains to be 

seen whether the same spirit will not manifest itself in a 

new form even under a different system. 
- Christopher Dawson, Religion and the Modern State. London. Sheed and Ward, 1935. 

Introduction p.xiv. 

If they support a ban on sex selection 
abortions then they have already been 
ensnared onto the pro life side. The 
continuing feminist silence testifies to 
a moral failure to face the issue. If they 
cannot express a wish for their own 
sisterhood to survive, then what is the 
point of their thoughts, words or any of 
their striving? Political correctness here 
not only leads co contradictions but to 
the very elimination of the very

� group of victims the feminists 
sought to support. If ever political 
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correctness had met its endgame, this 
is it. 

\V ANOA SKOWRONSKJ, is a registered psychologist who 
works as a counsellor in inner city schools in Sydney. 
She has done voluntary work for the Cathol.ic pro 
life organisation Human Life International. 
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CATHOLIC LIFE 

How I envy him 

MY BROTHER KEVIN 

[SE£ LE'ITERS PACE 6: SADDAM HUSSEIN, AND TH£ REAL HA1'D!C.-\l'PED.] 

Y BROTHER 
KEVIN thinks 

• God lives under 
his bed. At least 
that's what I

• heard him say
one night. 

He was praying out loud in his dark 
bedroom, and I stopped to listen, "Are 
you there, God,"he said. 

"Where are you? Oh, I see. Under 
the bed .... "' 

I giggled softly and tiptoed off to my 
own room. Kevin's unique perspectives 
are often a source of amusement. But 
that night something else lingered long 
after the humor. I realized for the first 
time the very different world Kevin lives 
in. 

He was born 30 years ago, mentally 
disabled as a result of difficulties during 
labor. Apart from his size (he is 6-foot-
2 ), there are a few ways in which he is 
an adult. 

He reasons and communicates with 
the capabilities of a seven-year-old, and 
he always will He will probably always 
believe that God lives under his bed, 
that Santa Claus is the one who fills the 
space under our tree every Christmas 
and that airplanes stay up in the sky 
because angles carry them. I remember 
wondering if Kevin realizes he is 
different. 

Is he ever dissatisfied with his 
monotonous life? 

Up before dawn each day, off to 
work at a workshop for the disabled, 
home to walk our cocker spaniel, return 
to eat his favourite macaroni-and-cheese 
for dinner, and later to bed. 

The only variation in the entire 
scheme is laundry, where he hovers 
excitedly over the washing machine like 
a mother with her newborn child. 

He does not seem dissatisfied. 
He lopes out to the bus every 

morning at 7:05, eager for a day of 
simple work. 

He wrings his hands excitedly while 
the water boils on the stove before 

dinner, and he stays up late twice a 
week to gather our dirty laundry for his 
next day's laundry chores. 

And Saturdays oh, the bliss of 
Saturdays! That's the day my dad takes 
Kevin to the airport to have a soft drink. 
watch the planes land, and speculate 
loudly on the destination of each 
passenger inside .. "That ones going to 
Chi-car-go!" Kevin shouts as he claps 
his hands. His anticipation is so great he 
can hardly sleep on Friday nights. 

And so goes his world of daily rituals 
and weekend field trips. 

He doesn't know what it means to be 
discontent. 

His life is simple. 
He will never know the 

entanglements of wealth or power, and 
he does not care what brand of clothing 
he wears or what kind of food he eats. 
His needs have always been met, and 
he never worries that one day they may 
not be. 

His bands are diligent. Kevin is never 
so happy as when he is working. When 
he unloads the dishwasher or vacuums 
the carpet, his heart is completely in it 

He does not shrink from a job when 
it is begun, and he does not leave a job 
until it is finished 

But when bis tasks are done, Kevin 
knows how to relax. 

Need for 
Humility 

, It is curious to notice how, 
when a good man refuses to 

submit his will to authority, in 
nine opinions out of ten upon' the ordinary affairs of men, he 
may be right, but often upon 
the tenth he will so exaggerate 
some side of the truth that 
the whole value of his work is 
wrecked. 
- Christopher Homs, The American Heresy, 

Sheed and Ward, London, 1927, p.314. 
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He is noc obsessed with bis work or 
the work of others. 

His hean is pure. 
He still belieYes that everyone tells 

the truth, promises must be kept, and 
when you are wrong, you apologize 
instead of argue. 

Free from pride and unconcerned 
with appearances, Kevin is not afraid 
to cry when he is hurt, angry or sorry. 
He is always transparent, always sincere. 
And be trusts God. 

Not confined by intellectual 
reasoning, when he comes to Christ, he 
comes as a child. Kevin seems to know 
God - to really to be friends with him in 
a way that is difficult for an "educated" 
person to grasp. God seems like his 
closest companion. 

In my moments of doubt and 
frustrations with my Christianity I envy 
the security Kevin has in his simple 
faith. 

It is then that I am most willing 
to admit that he has some divine 
knowledge that rises above my mortal 
questions. 

It is then I realize that perhaps be 
is not the one with the handicap. I 
am. My obligations, my fear, my pride, 
my circumstances - they all become 
disabilities when I do not trust them to 
God's care. 

Who knows if Kevin comprehends 
things I can never learn? 

After all, he has spent his whole life 
in that kind of innocence, praying after 
dark and soaking up the goodness and 
love of God. 

And one day, when the mysteries 
of Heaven are opened, and we are 
all amazed at how close God really 
is to our hearts, Pll realize that God 
heard the simple prayers of a boy who 
believed that God lived under his bed. 

Kevin won't be surprised at all! 

Fn"ends are angels who lift us 
to our feet when our wings have 
trouhle rememhering how to fly. 

- Anonymous. 



CATHOLIC CULTURE 

Conserving our Catholic and Cultural Heritage 

THE CURATIO PROJECT 

N 1471 Pope Sixtus IV began 
a collection of artworks 1 

that would culminate in the 
establishment of the great 
museums of the Capitoline 
and the Vatican. This was 
probably the first public 

destination of artworks by a sovereign 
personality and it was intended to give 
bade to the Roman people the memories 
that belonged to them.2 This move led 
directly to the whole concept of public 
museums and galleries that the modern 
world takes so much for granted. 
Indeed many of the educational, 
archeoJogical, conservation, restoration 
and cataloguing policies developed 
in this field by the Church over the 
following 300 years formed the basis 
of modern cultural heritage legislation.3 

In particular, this involved promoting 
the idea of the museum as a nursery 
of culture rather than as a collection of 
curiosities.4 

Such projects were not new in 
Catholicism. The Papacy, since the 
second century inventory work of Pope 
Zephyrinus [I 98-217 AD] the Church 
Councils, as well as the monastic 
movement had an esteemed record 
in both the value they placed on 
heritage items and in the formulation 
of conservation policy. Since at least the 
era of Pope Gregory the Great [590-
604 AD] the Church had also cultivated 
a special regard for beauty and cultural 
consciousness as companions of the 
Gospel. This understanding forms the 
basis of what the Church means by 
heritage: telling the story of human 
engagement with place and illustrating 
a community's soul. For this reason 
church law and almost every council 
since early times have dealt with this 
patrimony as a matter of particular 
importance. And this is deemed to 
apply not only to big-picture items, 
but at the most ordinary level of the 
Catholic community. 

By PAUL O'DONNELL

As outlined in the previous articles 
in this series, sacred and beautiful 
things are handed down from one 
generation to the next in trust: 
buildings; furnishings; sculpture, 
painting, and statuary; stained glass 
and mosaic; music and instruments; 
books and archives; vessels, vestments 
and artefacts; even cultural festivities. 
They are the physical expression 
of memories and aspirations which 
point to the transcendent dimension 
of human life. Together, these things 
help individuals to make sense of 
their lives and they help communities 
to consolidate their identity. Put 
simply, heritage conservation concerns 
good housekeeping for that legacy. 
As previously mentioned, many 
sad episodes have illustrated that 
irreplaceable assets can be easily lost 
to the life of the Church during times 
of change. 

In recent decades, this concern has 
been highlighted by the Church at 
both global and regional levels. Pope 
Paul VI addressed such issues in the 

1971 Circular Letter entitled Opera Artis, 
published through the Cowegation for 
the Clergy, and a number of guidelines 
in this field were then promoted over 
the next years by Pope John Paul II. In 
1988 he set up a special organization 
for this purpose, which in 1993 became 
known as The Pontifi,cal Commission 

for the Cultural Heritage of the Church. 
Its task is to assist the Church and 
its ministers in the moral management 
of a heritage that is an unparalleled 
instrument of evangelization; to tell about 
and encourage the faith, and to elevate the 
soul.5 

Since then the Commission has 
provided the kind of information, 
awareness and training, which 
not only aim to avoid negative 
acts ( abandonment, dispersion, 
secularization and destruction) 
but also to encourage positive 
initiatives ( education, evangelization, 
sustainability and security).6 It has 
formulated and circularized a range 
of principles which have become the 
basis for further projects in Europe, 
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Pope and Emperor/Church 
And State 

D
URING the reign of Pope St. Damasus [366-384 AD] the 

relation of the civil power to the Church entered upon a 

new phase. During the first three centuries the Church had 

developed her internal relations in doctrine and discipline 

wholly irrespective of the State; but so soon as Constantine 

adopted the Christian religion as professedly his own, 

the Church had to adjust her administrative forms to the 

exigencies of her new position. She had, from time to time, 

to decide upon what was essentially under her own direction, 

and her own alone, and what could fall under the joint action 

of Church and State. But the complete adjustment of her 

relations to the civil power could only be accomplished when 

the occupant of the imperial throne was (what Constantine 

was not) a faithful subject of the Church. Until then, she acted 

on the principle enunciated by St. Gregory the Great, of 

obtaining what was practicable and accepting the unavoidable 

with the best grace possible. But from the first she laid down 

the principle that the typical relation of the two powers was 

not that of separation, leaving each to its own sphere of 

action, but of co-operation, in which the civil power should 

aid the spiritual in certain external matters, whilst the spiritual 

announces the laws which must govern every man's exercise 

of whatever power he has received from God. The Church 

and the State have each of them received their powers from 

the One God; those powers, therefore, cannot properly come 

into conflict. But not only so; they must in the nature of things 

be meant to act in harmony and cooperate towards the one 

end of man, his final happiness. 
- Luke Rivington, The Primitive Church and the See of Peter, Longmans, 

London, 1894, p.233. 

the United States and South East Asia. 
Of particular note for instance is the 
year 2000 work of the United States 
Bishops' Conference entitled Built of 
Living Stones and the establishment 
of the Manila Archdiocesan Commission 
for the Cultural Heritage of the Church 
in the Philippines. In the l 990s the 
Pontifical Gregorian Universitg in Rome 
established an Advanced Studies Program 
in the Cultural Hen·tage of the Church, and 
this was followed by similar programs 
set up in Paris, Lisbon, Mexico City and 
Brescia.7 

During these same years there 
have also been some notable parallel 
schemes, both religious and secular. 

Similarly, these strategies propose to 
address the loss of religious fabric, 
preserve cultural identity, promote 
knowledge and build sustainability. 
During the last decade in Britain for 
instance some very positive ecumenical 
ventures have combined the resources 
of mainstream denominations with 
the skills of organizations such as 
English Heritage, the Commission for 
Architecture and t/1e Built Environment, 
and the Heritage Council of Ireland 
Two such programs are particularly 
outstanding: The Inspired project 
launched in England earlier this year, 
20068 and the Taking Stock of our 
Ecclesiastical Heritage9 project which 
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began in Ireland in the late 1990s. 
Both have a strong focus on public 
awareness and education; promoting 
ecclesiastical buildings as the signposts 
and repositories of local history, culture, 
art, music and archeology. They have 
highlighted a range of possibilities for 
the involvement of interested people in 
such areas as inventory, craft, tourism, 
research, civic identity, education and 
virtual tours. They have also highlighted 
the benefits of showcasing innovative 
ideas and creative solutions. 

Such initiatives often have the 
simplest of beginnings. They arise from 
a number of practical questions: How 
do we go about im·emorying our parish 
when facing amalgamation, relocation 
or closure? What do we have; how do 
we value it; and how is it to be handed 
on? Do we store, lend or recycle? What 
principles guide changes in the design 
and built fabric of a church? Who needs 
what kind of information about which 
aspect of Church heritage? What are 
the issues of safeguarding and security? 
What kinds of help and information are 
already available? What are the best 
pastoral approaches in order to avoid 
offence about the treatment of sacred 
items? How are public authorities to 
be properly incorporated in Church 
heritage issues and what are the 
principal tools of dialogue? 

The address of such questions 
begins to identify the stakeholders and 
to gather basic aspects of best practice. 
Moreover, these initiatives can now be 
assisted by the increasingly flexible 
capabilities of the digital camera, 
modern information technology and 
the development of more standardized 
principles and practices. Wherever 
such programs have been begun, their 
many benefits are quickly realized 
in the development of even simple 
management tools, paswral engagement, 
public information and educational 
resources. Surely such matters equally 
apply to our local situation. 

This article is entitled CURATIO. 
The word derives from the Latin to care 

for and it represents a proposal that 
forms part of the current research work 
of the author. The purpose in putting 
forward these few articles is to suggest 
that the Australian Catholic Church 
could also benefit from a coordinated 
approach to caring for our heritage. 
Many parishes are involved in change 



management. Many find they are 
uncertain about the opportunities and 
constraints of buildings, furnishings 
and artefacts for which they are the 
custodians, or even to know where 
to turn for good advice. Parishes and 
dioceses moreover could further benefit 
from being able to demonstrate clear 
conservation policy in order to credibly 
dialogue with public authorities and 
bona flde stakeholders; that is, to help 
manage change and to avoid problems. 
For this purpose www.curatio.com.au is 
currently a registered site in the process 
of further construction. 

A proposal such as CURATIO 
involves the development of both a 
virtual and physical hub for better 
knowledge, connections and strategies 
in heritage conservation. It would aim 
to assist communities, schools, religious 
houses and interested persons, by 
providing a renewed confidence in 
the understanding of, and care for our 
ecclesiastical legacy. Not only does 
such an initiative already have a good 
basis in international work and wider 
Catholic understanding, but information 
technology now provides some 
convenient ways to share good ideas 
for practical, pastoral benefit. Perhaps 
it is not too much to hope for a 

� national address of such issues in 
this era of the new evangelization

Father Paul O'Donnell is cu1Te11tly engaged in PhD 
research at the University of Sydney's Faculty of 
Architecture. ffe bolds post-graduate degrees in 
Arts (History), Education and Architectural Heritage 
Conservation, and consults io a professional capacity 
on heritage matters. Further insights or suggestions 
about these matters would be gratefully received at: 
P.O. Box 381 Camperdown 1450 NSW, Australia. 
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The Muslim Brotherhood 

By RACHEL EHRENFELD AND ALYSSA A. LAPPE r

iven that political subjugation of non-Muslims is built into 
Islamic law, and that the Muslim Brotherhood [MB] desires 
to return to "classical Islam," it is not surprising that the 
organization was the fountainhead from which all Sunni 
terrorist organizations haYe flowed. Its offspring include Al
Qaeda, HAl\1AS, Palestinian Islamic Jihad. Gamaat Islamiyyah, 

the Philippine Abu Sayyaf group, and the Algerian Group for Preaching and 
Combat (GSPC) and Armed Islamic Group (GIA). Between 1992-1998, the 
Algerian terrorists murdered an estimated 200,000 people. Today, according 
to Italian security agencies, and as reported by Kathryn Haahr-Escolano of 
the Center for Intelligence Research and Analysis, GSPC cells in Italy not only 
target Italy, but "employ a dual-track approach to planning terrorist attacks 
and provide support infrastructure-safe houses, communications, weapons 
procurement and documentation-to GSPC networks in other European 
countries� 

The ties of all these terrorist groups to the MB are evident from their 
identical strategies and overall Islamist agenda, and they often carry out joint 
operations. The MB even influenced Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, who 
developed the Iranian version of their ideology in the 1970s. Indeed, Khomeini 
adhered to the teaching of Egyptian MB leader Qutb and followed the lead of 
Muhammad Navab-Safavi, who was a guest of the MB in Egypt in 1953. Navab
Safavi later formed the dreaded Iranian death squad, the Fedaiyon-e-Islam, or 
the 'Soldiers of Islam: 

In Egypt, where the group was founded in 1928 and later banned, the 
Brotherhood worked under the Islamic doctrine of"concealment" (kitman) in 
order to "Islamize" the country. In the l 930's and l 940's, the MB collaborated 
with the Nazis. Hajj Amin al-Husseini,the MB chief in British Mandate Palestine, 
strongly supported Arab links with the Nazis, particularly in Syria, Lebanon and 
Iraq, where he backed the short-lived pro-Nazi regime of Rashid Ali al-Gailani 
in 194 I. In Egypt too, the MB orchestrated riots, occupied police stations and 
attempted coups d'etat. Following their failed 1954 attempt to assassinate Carnal 
Abdel Nasser, MB loyalists fled Egypt to the universities of Saudi Arabia, where 
they were granted business monopolies to finance their future reemergence; in 
1961 the sympathetic King Sa'ud even funded their establishment of the Islamic 
University in Medina. In October 1981, an MB offshoot group assassinated 
Egyptian President Anwar Sadat. In the last decade alone, MB offspring 
including Gama'a al-Islamiya and the Abdullah Azzaro Brigades repeatedly 
attacked Western tourists, killing hundreds and wounding many more. 

Since the history of the MB is full of instigating civil wars and committing 
atrocities in countries such as Egypt, Syria, Sudan and Algeria, their expansion 
and success elsewhere is destined to wreak more havoc and destabilize every 
nation in which they are allowed to operate freely. 
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MEDIA MATTERS 

By ]AMES MURRAY

Paddy's Milestone Old question froml 7th century England where 
it was resolved against the judiciary, but only 
after Oliver Cromwell's dictatorship, including 
his 'No quarter' excursion in Ireland, Charles 
II's restoration and the incorporation of Law 
Lords into the parliamentary process (See: John 
Buchan's Cromwell).

In the hurlyburly of 24/7 news coverage, 
certain events do not receive space or time 
appropriate to their critical importance. One 
such: the majority decision of the High Court on 
States rights in relation to the Howard Coalition's 
Industrial Relations law (the odd couple, Justices 
Ian Callinan and Michael Kirby, dissenting). Prime Minister John Howard is on record 

Only one journal 
sighted by your 
c o r r e s p o n d e n t  
commented on the 
decision in a manner 
befitting its potential 
effect: Quadrant 

(February issue) edited 
by Patrick Pearse 
McGuinness. 

In a Johnsonian (make 
that Swiftian) editorial, 
McGuinness took off 
after the High Court 
majority justices like Irish 
air ace Paddy Finnucane 
in a Spitfire intercepting 
a squadron of Junkers. 

Enough of heroic 
metaphors. McGuinness's 
copy could have 
done with cutting but 
Johnson and Swift also 
had their longueurs 
when commenting on 
matters of great pith and 
moment. 

And nothing could 
be pithier and more 
momentous than this 
decision which essentially 

Shar'ia Law in 

Non-Muslim 

Countries? 

I
n . . . Western-supported, moderate 
Afghanistan, the police arrested six people 

for stoning to death an Afghan woman 
accused of adultery. The arrests were made 
after the interior ministry sent a delegation to 
a remote village in north-eastern Badakhshan 
province following reports that the woman 
was stoned to death. Were they arrested 
because stoning was barbaric? No. They 
were arrested because they were carrying 
out an unauthorized stoning: the mullah who 
authorized the killing was not a judge. 

Ashra[f] Choudhary, Muslim MP in New 
Zealand, will not condemn the traditional 
Koran punishment of stoning to death some 
homosexuals and people who have extra
marital affairs. But the Labour MP - who 
has struggled with his "role" as the sole 
parliamentary representative of the local 
Muslim community - assures that he is not 
advocating the practice in the West. The 
question is not just of academic interest. A 
23-year-old Tun'isian woman was stoned to
death near Marseilles, France, in 2004. 

- The Fljordman Report, Friday, 
September 08, 2006 

that he will use the fresh 
interpretation only in 
the national interest 
an arbitrary measure. 
Even Howard must 
have his end. What of a 
less circumspect prime 
mmJster reddish, 
blueish or greenish? 

Apropos. The final 
paragraph of the 
McGuinness editorial 
should be carved in 
prophetic stone: 'All 
that needs to be said is 
that we enter the rest of 
the twenty-first century 
without our Constitution 
as it has been understood 
for the whole of the 
twentieth century in 
shreds: (Needs subbing, 
but don't we all?) 

Burke and Spills 

Events in West 
Australia sharpen a point 
raised in the November/ 
December issue: the 
need for press scrutiny 

sees corporation power as supervening over 
national-states power as defined in the Federal 
Constitution of 1901 - changes to which have 
been rejected by referendum after referendum. 

of lobbyists. Had Brian 
Burke (and his partner in prime influence 
peddling, Julian Grill) been more rigorously 
scrutinised, they (and both the Coalition and 
Labor parties) might have been saved from their 
excesses. The High Court majority, led by Justice 

Murray Gleeson, did not appear to factor in the 
abiding principle of subsidiarity, and certainly not 
the question: should an unelected judiciary have 
supervening interpretative power over an elected 
parliament? 

Positive to hear that the Carpenter Labor 
Government in West Australia is planning a 
register of lobbyists. Still shuddering from being 
Burked and Grilled, the Leader of the Opposition, 
Kevin Rudd, will surely campaign to make this 
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a full and open national register in print and on 
website of licensed lobbyists, their clients cross
referenced to projects and meetings. 

Ex-Howard cabinet minister Ian Campbell 
might well wish to make it bi-partisan. Even the 
Treasurer, Peter Costello, who gave Rudd both 
barrels, loaded with heavy gauge ridicule while 
contriving a Cheneyesque collateral wounding 
of Campbell, might see such a register as an aid 
to voters and journos and, oh, almost forgot, 
politicians, to keep track of who meets whom for 
what. 

Media companies also have their lobbyists, 
Packerdom's envoys 
to both Labor and 

Time Check 

He does not need them. Three cheers, 
however, for Cardinal George Pell and his move 
to curtail the number and length of eulogies 
at funerals. Why the evolution to trunk length 
verbiage? The shift in the Irish wake from the 
night before a funeral to the aftermath of the 
funeral? Free-form pose-Vatican II liturgy? Or 
the 15-minutes of fame syndrome aggravated by 
the interminable Oscars where everyone thanks 
everyone? 

In any case, your correspondent has attended 
funerals where the combined eulogies have 

taken longer than the 

Coalition governments 
being legendary. 
But Freedom of 
Information columns 
do produce copy that 
sells newsapers so, too, 
would lobbyist copy 
based on a register. 

My Grey 
Goose-Quill 

Requiem Mass. He admits 
to prejudice from years 
of scribbling shorthand at 
the obsequies of the great 
and good for reprinting 
in the long columns of 
yesteryear. 

Meantime why the 
extraordinary-seeming 
power of Brian Burke 
(ex ABC journo, ex-WA 
premier, ex-Ambassador 
to Ireland and the 
Vatican, ex-convict)? 
Perhaps a remark by the 
great Edmund Burke 
in 1791 holds a clue: 
'Those who have once 
been intoxicated with 
power, and have derived 
any kind of beneft from 
it, even though it be for 
but one year, can never 
willingly abandon it.' 

Rudderless 

Here it must be said 

O
h! Nature's noblest gift- my grey
goose-quill! 

Slave of my thoughts, obedient to my will, 
Torn from thy parent bird to form a pen 
That mighty instrument of little men! 
The pen! foredoomed to aid the 
mental throes 
Of brains that labour, big with Verse 
or Prose, 
Though Nymphs forsake, and Critics 
may deride, 
The Lover's solace, and the Author's pride. 
What Wits! what Poets dost thou 
daily raise! 
How frequent is thy use, how small 
thy praise! 
Condemned at length to be forgotten quite, 
With all the pages which 'twas thine 
to write 
But thou, at least, mine own especial pen! 
Once laid aside, but now assumed again. 

- Lord Byron, English bards and 
Scotch reviewers - a satire 

Eulogy pruning may 
well be resisted, particularly 
in cases deemed tragic. 
One way for individuals 
to help would be through 
the request: 'No flowers of 
speech'. 

Death, surely, is long 
enough without multiple, 
overblown eulogies? 

Jones town 

Revisited 

Comment here on 
Jonestown by Chris 
Masters was based 
on press extracts and 
coverage. Having now 
read the entire book, 
your correpondent judges 
it a great page-turner, 
chockablock with social 

that Kevin Rudd's immediate reaction to being 
Burked and Grilled was that of a diplomat. Too 
much to define it in the classic, 'An ambassador is 
an honest man sent to lie abroad for the good of 
his country: 

history as well as the doings and dealings of Alan 
Belford Jones in pedagogy, sport, broadcasting 

Nevertheless, Rudd does show a tendency 
to fudge for the good of his career. Moreover, 
his reaction was that of an operator seasoned in 
Queensland. Rather than riposte on his feet on the 
floor of the House of Representatives, he called a 
press conference, excusing this on the basis that he 
would not have had a fair go in the house. 

All together now, Queensland Premier Peter 
Beattie leading: Joh Bjelke Petersen '.I' body lies a
mould'ring in the grave but his dictum Jeeding the 
chooks' goes flying on. 

and epistolary activism. 
This concentration on verbally birching Jones, 

however, neglects the old saw that it rakes two 
to tango and by declension two to engage in 
more nefarious activities such as prostitution and 
dubious sponsorships. 

By comparison with Jones, John Laws gets 
off lightly as do some of the best and brightest 
including ex-journos Chris Anderson and Max 
Suich (both at the material time executives of 
Optus). 

. 
And Masters could have given more credit 

to Richard Ackland, who broke the Jones 
sponsorship story on the ABC Media Watch after ....i�--
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his formative years on the tough-on-corruption 
National Times, overseen by Max Suich. 

Is your correspondent the only reader who 
thinks dots might be joined between Suich and 
Ackland anent the Media Watch expose? 

Heartbreak Hostel 

The flintiest heart sparks tender pity on the 
plight of MPs, far from home in Canberra., having 
difficulty getting by on their overnight allowance 
for accommodation. Marvellous to read that the 
wives of Malcolm Turnbull and Kevin Rudd have 
in their different, rich ways been able to assist their 
spouses, and that hard nut Joe Hockey and his 
wife offer kindly shelter 

equivalent to the reams of material dedicated to 
spreading the allegation, including John Comwell's, 
Hitler's Pope, which no doubt he will emend. 

Hochhuth? Still in receipt of royalties, he was 
reported as saying he had documents to prove his 
case. How can a German writer be ignorant of the 
fact that false documents were a major element in 
disinformation operations nor only by the KGB but 
by the Stasi in East Germany? 

Fred's Luck 

Addendum to previous comment on Fred 
Hilmer's memoir The Faiifax E:xperience: what the 
management texts did not teach me. Here and there 

in the memoir are notes 

to colleagues. 
Tears would fall for 

their plight had it not 
been juxtaposed by a 
brilliant layout sub on 
The Australian with the 
lives of the people living 
in the poorest areas of 
Australia. 

A Different 

Drum 

of wonderment that an 
academic should find 
himself overseeing The Age, 
The /:iydney Moming Herald 
and TheAustralianFinancial 
Review in the light of his 
amiable confession that he 
rarely read newspapers. 

Such people, of 

I
t is the Soldier, not the reporter 

Who has given us freedom of 
the press. 
It is the Soldier, not the poet, 
Who has given us freedom 
of speech. 

It is the Soldier, not the campus 

organizer, 

course, do not have 
to endure the stress 
of running a great 
nation on monkey-nut 
salaries, superannuation, 
allowances and perks 
when they could be 
tycooning it for millions. 

Who has given us the freedom 
to demonstrate. 

The amiability and the 
wonderment trigger the 
addendum: Was Fred 
Hilmer's Fairfax placement 
by Packer strongman Brian 
Power meant to fail rather 
than succeed in financial 
terms through McKinseyite, 
bottom line tactics? It is the Soldier, not the lawyer, 

Who has given us the right to a 
fair trial. 

Non-Australian readers 
may ask, why? Simple, if 
Fred Hilmer had failed 
Kerry Packer, white knight 
on his favourite polo pony, 
would then have led his 

Solution. The ever 
ingenious Minister of 
Defence, Dr Brendan 
Nelson, can surely 
find an under-used 
military barracks and, 
having consulted the St 
Vincent de Paul Society, 
Mission Australia and the 

It is the Soldier, who salutes the flag, 

Who serves beneath the flag, 
And whose coffin is draped by 

the flag, 
Who allows the protestor to burn 

the flag." 

troops to the rescue. 

McKew Ditty 
- by Father Dennis Edward O'Brien 

United States Marine Corps So much prose has been 
written about the glorious 
advent of Maxine McKew Salvation Army, transform 

it into the All Party Politicians Palace (pizzas extra). 

Hochhuth Away 

In the July 2003 issue, mention was made of the 
way Rolf Hochhuth's play The Representative began 
the scapegoating of Pius XII for his alleged role in 
the Holocaust . Now comes the revelation that the 
allegation was part of a KGB disinformation plot 
to destroy papal authority. ( The Australian Feb 19, 
syndication from The Sunday Times, London). 

As ever, journalism's greatest weakness, the 
single-column front page report was by no means 

that only verse (or worse) will do: 
From her high., gilded cage at the ABC, 
Maxine La McKew flew to the ALP, 
All hailed the wondrous lass, 
To bring a sheen of Mosman class 
To Bennelong's tarnished brass. 
But will she realise that dream? 
Not while Janette's able to scream, 
'Up, up and at her, my Johnnie lad, 
'You saw off the Peacock, egad, 
'Why not this bird, so full of sass?' 

(c) Austral-Media Pty Ltd 2007
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CATHOLIC LIFE 

Once more into the breach ... 

IN PRAISE OF THE FIGHTING 

BARD OF PARADOX 

HIS is a work of 
deceptive and potent 
simplicity, a single malt 
distilled from discerning 
research and deep 
empathy. Peter Coleman 
opens with a two-line 

paragraph of prose and then quotes 
three lines of his subject's poetry. 

I am the web in the corner 
In which the insects are caught 
But the spider lies crushed on 
the floor. 
Thus Coleman establishes 

immediately the nature of his narrative: 
an ever intensifying syncopation of 
prose and poetry, brilliantly apt to the 
fact that McAuley was a jazz pianist 
of exuberant skill who also wrote 
splendid hymns. 

Moreover Coleman establishes 
that paradoxes like this are a key to 
understanding McAuley's life and work. 
He was born in Sydney in 1927 into a 
family strange even by the standards of 
what used to be called mixed marriages. 

His father renounced his heritage 
Catholicism because of his wife's 
adamantine Protestantism yet McAuley, 
their offspring grew from anarchical, 
libertarian Marxism to reinherit the faith 
of his father. 

McAuley was a traditionalist; he 
and fellow soldier-poet Harold Stewart 
beguiled an idle day in Melbourne's 
Victoria Barracks by inventing a pseudo
modernist Em Malley whose work, 
The Darkening Ecliptic, concocted from 
random clippings. so stunned Max Harris 
in Adelaide that he lost his sense of 
fun and published it in his avant-garde 
magazine Angry Penguins, setting off a 
barrage of laughter that reverberated 
over the guns of World War II, and 
continues to reverberate. 

In a way, as the Barry Humphries 
doppelganger Dame Edna Everage 
came to dominate his life, so, too, did 

By Peter Murphy 

The Heart of James McAuley 

Life and Work of the Australian Poet 
By Peter Coleman.

Connor Court Publishing rrp $29.95. 

Em Malley dominate McAuley's life - an 
accidental sacred monster. Even here, by 
coupling Em with Edna, your reviewer 
is inspired to the notion that Em did 
not exist. His sister Ethel invented him 
so that she could pass off her poems as 
his and break into print like those other 
proto-feminists, the Bronte sisters. 

Worth noting another paradox at this 
point; it was Max Harris who laughed, 
or at least grinned stoically, all the way 
to the bank; McAuley and Stewart ceded 
copyright to him and he made a nice 
little earner from special editions. 

McAuley, a devoted and active 
Catholic, clashed with Sydney's hierarchy 
during the years of the Groupers, the 
Movement and the Democratic Labor 
Party, all of whom got it right (no pun 
intended) on the crucial question of 
the 20th century: was the Soviet Union 
democratic or anti-democratic? 

He was a charmer yet he roused the 
ire of left-wingers who, unlike him, were 
not early perceivers of the imperialist 

tyranny intrinsic to Soviet Communism 
and continued to play useful idiots even 
after the tanks waltzed into Budapest 
and Prague and Nikita Khruschev 
denounced Stalinism at the 20th Party 
Congress in 1956. 

Quintessentially Australian, McAuley's 
long experience of working in Papua 
New Guinea caused him to argue that 
it should be federated with Australia. 
Unlike that of his parents, McAuley's 
marriage to Norma and family life was 
strengthened by their common faith, 
Catholicism. 

Aside from his poetry, his most 
enduring achievement was Quadrant 
magazine (which Peter Coleman co
edited with him from 1967 until 
McAuley's untimely death in 1976). 
Some may wonder at the relevance of 
republishing a work that first appeared 
in 1980. 

Read only how McAuley, before 
his death, planned to tackle left-wing 
infiltration of the nation's universities. 
See the current state of graduates 
from those universities, doped out on 
stultifying post-modernism. 

And know that the message of James 
McAuley's life and poetry is old but 
perennial and rarely fully quoted as 

New from Chevalier Press 
By Paul Stenhouse, MSC 

* Whatever Happened to the Relics of our

Lord's Passion and Death? 
$10 [incl. postage] 

* Whatever Happened to the twelve Apostles?
$15 [incl. postage] 

See advert on back page of this issue 
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ANNALS CROSSWORD No. 44 

ACROSS CLUES 
1. Language srken by our Lord when

on earth (7 
5. Disciple (7)
9. Archbishop of El Salvador, assassinated
in 1980 (5,6) 
10. One of the seven deadly sins (4)
11. A republic in North Africa (5)
12. Malarial fever (4)
15. Put to death by nailing to a cross (7)
16. An apostolic letter (7)
1 7. Title of respect given to an Italian 

man(7) 
19. Unblemished (7)
21. Female members of a religious

order (4) 
22. Adam's ale (5)
23. Twin brother of Jacob ( 4)
26. Plant of the genus yucca;

Spanish bayonet (5,6) 
27. Burnt by hot liquid (7)
28. 'freachery or betrayal (7)
DOWN CLUES
1. Cherubic (7)
2. Patron saint of Christian youths, Feast

Day June 21st (8,7) 
3. Playfully mischievous (4)

said by Irish judge John Philpot Curran 
(1750-1817): "The condition upon which 
God bath given liberty to man is eternal 
vigilance which condition if he break 
it, servitude is at once the consequence 
of his crime and the punishment of his 
guilt.' 

In addition, the work serves to remind 
us of the reef of rich material McAuley 
left which still awaits publication. 
Coleman even contrives to give one EC 
Whitlam a skerrick of fame. He points 
out that in 1939 Whitlam gave space to 
an early McAuley work in Hermes, the 
University of Sydney magazine. 

4. Confirm or attest (to) (7)
5. Priest's assistant during mass (7)
6. Carry out instructions (4)
7. Inconsideration (15)
8. Immoderate (7)
13. He shares Feast Day with Saint

Jude (5)
14. Liturgical headdress (5)
17. The last part of the preface during

Mass (7) 
18. (of time) Passed by (7) 
19. Award (7)
20. Anneal (7)
24. Hospital room (4)
25. Unemployed or inactive (4)

SOLUTION TO NO. 43 
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0 Brian O'Neill 2006 

Eventually Whitlam went on to the 
postwar and lesser business of being 
Australia's Prime Minister, in a time when 
purple hubris emerged from beneath the 
plain blanket of egalitarianism to create 
a drama of Sophoclean scale between 
Whitlam, ever the Periclean protagonist, 
and Sir John Kerr, the Whitlam
appointed antagonist, torn between 
Plato and pantaloon. 

Still with us, EG Whitlam, 
remembering perhaps, the long-ago lines 
he published: 

The newsprint like a bouquet in 
my hand. 
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The darkness shrugged the evening 
sky 
Lifted an eyebrow on my vanities ... 
And in the luminous hollow of the 
dawn 
A flock of birds usurped the 
Pleiades. 

The P leiades, Coleman makes clear, 
symbolise McAuley's friends, intellectuals 
and poets, facing a war of world scope 
that would thrust their debates aside 
and make McAuley's own preoccupations 
irrelevant. 

Coleman is generous, characteristically 
so. Neither as co-editor of Quadrant nor 
editor of The Bulletin was he ever the 
kind of literary gent who huddles over 
his own fire blowing hard to create a 
flame. 

He continues to encourage new talent, 
none finer than RJ Stove, who provides 
the foreword to this new edition. At 
a time when there are calls for fresh 
voices, Stove has a peerless command of 
language and a broad spectrum of ideas. 

Right? Left? Nothing so ho-hum. 
Radical rather and always witty in a 
wide spectrum from coolly analytical to 
vigorously scathing. 

Bit like Peter Coleman. 
And to end? How better than 

Coleman does with McAuley's poem, 
Explicit, written in 1976 as he left 
hospital in Sydney to return to Hobart 
and death . 

So the word has come at last: 
The argument of arms is past. 
Fully tested fve been found. 
Fit to join the underground 

No worse age has ever been 
Murderous, lying and obscene; 
Devils worked while gods connived; 
Somehow the human has survived. 

Why these horrors must be so 
I never could pretend to know: 
It isn't L dear Lord, who can 
Justify your ways to man. 

Soon fll understand it all, 
Or cease to wonder so my small 
Spark will blaze intensely bright, 
Or go out in endless night. 

Welcome now to bread and wine: 
Creature comfort, heavenly sign. 
Winter will grow dark and cold 
Before the wattle turns to gold. 



Bobby 

Is writer/ director Emilio Estevez's 
elegy for Robert Francis Kennedy, 
assassinated in California during his 
victorious primary campaign to become 
Democratic candidate for the United 
States presidency. 

Estevez is, of course, the prodigal son 
of Martin Sheen and brother of Charlie 
Sheen. In this drama-documentary, 
he transforms prodigal to prodigious, 
assembling a cast of 22 star players to 
re-animate rather than replicate the 
night of July 4 1968 when RFK was 
shot in the kitchen of the Ambassador 
Hotel by Sirhan Sirhan, the kind of 
desperate loner he had dedicated his 
life to helping. 

So many star cameos. Think Anthony 
Hopkins opposite Harry Belafonte, 
Sharon Stone and Heather Graham in 
a triangle with William H Macey, Martn 
Sheen and Helen Hunt as a second 
honeymoon couple, Lindsay Lohan 
marrying Elijah Wood to save him from 
the Viemam draft. Laurence Fishburn, 
as an erudite black chef educating his 
Latino co-workers in the ways of white 
America, Ashton Kutchner as a full-on, 
hippy acid purveyor, and Estevez as the 
put-upon husband of a lounge room 
singer, played by Demi Moore with hair 
as a big as the Ritz. 

Not surprisingly Estevez, like a cop 
in a traffic jam of Cadillacs and Rolls 
Royces, occasionally fails to maintain 
pace. But in the final assassination 
sequence (when five others were 
wounded), he achieves tremendous 
momentum in his elegy for a lost 
leader by dubbing one of RFK's great 
speeches over the the visuals, setting up 
for a shot of a crown and the epitaph 
'The once and future king', scrawled 
earlier by Fishburne's character on the 
kitchen tiles, thus linking RFK to the 
Camelot legend of his brother, President 
John Fitzgerald Kennedy, assassinated 
in Dallas on November 22 1963 by 
another loner, Lee Harvey Oswald. 

M****"NFFV 

Priceless 

Isn't quite. But as directed by Pierre 
Salvadori it's worth seeing. Jean (Gad 
Elmaleh) a shy waiter working at a 
grand hotel is mistaken for a millionaire 
by Irene (Audrey Tautou). When she 
realises he is poorer than a hotel mouse, 
she takes off for the Cote d'Azur and 

MOVIES 

By ]AMES MURRAY

richer prey. He pursues, beggaring 
himself in the process. 

What princess would reject a sou
less suitor? Plenty. But this a fairy tale 
though in some of the bedroom scenes 
Tautou looks as if she is wishes she 
were the other Audrey - Hepburn -
whose star power and style protected 
her from discomfit. 

M***NFFV 

Music and Lyrics 

Has-been rocker Alex Fletcher (Hugh 
Grant) gets a chance to escape from the 
nostalgia circuit by writing a song for 
new pop diva Cora (Haley Bennett, a 
brilliant newcomer). He can still write 
- but only music. He needs a lyricist
who comes to him in the shape of his
apartment plant carer Sophie (Drew
Barrymore).

Writer/director Marc Lawrence 
ensures that the course of co-creation 
is madcap rather than smooth. Sophie 
is getting over being the inspiration 
for a novel by Sloan Cates (Campbell 
Scott) who dumped her for bestseller 
celebrity, and her elder sister Rhonda 
(Kristen Johnston) regresses to teenage 
fan at sight of Fletcher. 

Eventually the song Way Back 
into Love gets written. What's more, 
Grant sings it to his own piano 
accompaniment. Interestingly the movie 
makes Fletcher a star of the 1980s - a 
dating designed for the target audience. 
Putting Fletcher/Grant back to where 
he really belongs in the Jaggerish 
1960s would have involved the budget 
expense of a zircon-sparkling Zimmer 
frame. 

M***SFFV

Rocky Balboa 

True sequel to writer/director/star 
Sylvester Stallone's Rochy, the other 
four false sequels being quarries for 
flashback material. The temptation is to 
joke that the false sequels were punchy, 
except that Stallone anticipates the joke 
by naming an ugly mutt in the movie 
Punchy. 

Self-deprecation drives the narrative: 
Balboa mumbling his way through his 
tough Philadelphia neighbourhood, 
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visiting the grave of his wife Adrienne 
(Talia Shire in flashback), attempting 
reconciliation with his son, serving 
stale boxing stories at his restaurant, 
Adrienne's, and getting a crack at the 
big time through an exhibition match 
with current world champ, Mason 'The 
Line' Dixon (Antonio Tarver). 

Sentimental. But of course. And 
something else. In Rocky Balboa, 
Stallone has created a folkloric 
character: humble., decent, kind, brave. 
Watching him you sense a two-level 
inspiration. 

First, in reality, all who earned a 
crust, bare-knuckled (Jem Belcher) 
or gloved (James Freeman, who went 
on to become Cardinal Archbishop of 
Sydney). Second, Marlon Brando in On 
the Waterfront., playing the ex-pug Joey, 
yelling, 'I couJda been a contender.' 

Sylvester Stallone is still a contender 
and st 60, he has made a splendid 
come-back. 

MA**'°*NFFV 

The Good German 

Beautfully made, like a piece of 
replica, in-laid furniture and, therefore, 
fake, in which director Steven Soderberg 
has inserted pieces from such classics as 
The Third Man (sewer sequence) and 
Casablanca (final airport sequence). 

George Clooney doesn't get much 
Bogart into his role as Jake Geismer, 
war correspondent, but Cate Blanchett, 
having done Katherine Hepburn in 
The Aviator, brings a Dietrich quality to 
Lena Brandt, survivor of the Soviet rape 
of Berlin. 

At the movie's opening, Lena Brandt 
is the reluctant concubine of a dodgy 
US Corporal Tully (Tobey Maguire), 
ambitious to make a quick profit and 
retire to the Mid-West. 

Note the name Brandt, a reference 
to the goodish social democrat Willi 
Brandt, which keys in the film's theme: 
that war is morally ambivalent and 
that Berlin, divided into four zones 
American, British, French and Soviet 
intensified the ambh·alence. 

No mention of Dw;ght D Eisenhower 
who rejected a plan by Bernard 
Montgomery ( ex-Tasmanian) for a 
swift, narrow front offensive to pre
empt Soviet occupation of Berlin with 
a remark to the effect that to him Berlin 
was only a name on a map. 

MA*..,.NFFV 



Bubble 

Another Steven Soderberg work. 
this one based on a script by Coleman 
Hough. Where The Good German 
exhibits a darkly romantic reality, 
Bubble takes a harsh, unsparing look 
at small town America where two 
characters the older, kindly Martha 
(Debbie Doebereiner) and the younger 
Kyle (Dustin James Ashley) have 
formed a close working relationship, he 
moulding parts for dolls, she painting 
and finishing them in a rundown factory 
where productivity is a synonym for 
sonambulism. 

When they are joined by single 
mother Rose (Misty Dawn Wilkins) 
stress, unbearable stress, is put on the 
relationship. Cue for Don a detective 
(Decker Moody). All four are acting 
for the first time and Soderberg draws 
from them performances of desperate 
vulnerability and inevitability. Sad 
enough to make Ken weep in Barbie's 
arms. 

MA*"'*NFFV 

Razzle Dazzle 

Take any number of juvenile dance 
troupe members, add survivors of 
Strictly Ballroom such as Tara Morrice for 
for nostalgia, throw in Kerry Armstrong 
for overwrought drama, add Barry 
Crocker for fun and Ben Miller as dance 
teacher extraordinaire Mr Jonathon and 
what have you got: a mockumentary that 
teeters between hoot and catastrophe, 
like Fred Astaire on a skateboard. 

Writer/director Darren Ashton keeps 
the whole shebang moving at tap-dance 
speed. And Mr Jonathon masterpiece 
involving sequined burkas and rebel 
women might be fatwa worthy in more 
serious circumstances. 

Sure to be sold on the black market 
in Baghdad. 

PG****SFFV 

Man of the Year 

Director Barry Levinson has a gimlet 
eye for political chicanery, witness Wag 
the Dog. His premise of a chat-show 
comic Tom Dobbs (Robin Williams) 
running for the US presidency, enables 
Williams to back his Hamlet persona 
with deployment of his quickfire, 
scattergun comedic talent. 

Dobbs/ Williams is aided by a 
talented entourage lead by the cynical 

Official 
Classifications key 

G: fo r gene ral exhibiti on;  PG: 

p a rental guidance rec ommended 

for persons  under 15 y e a r s; 

M 15+: rec ommended for mature 

audiences 15 years and over; MA 15+: 

restrictions apply to persons under the 

age of 15; R 18+: Restricted to adults, 

18 years and over. 

Annals supplementary 
advice 

SFFV: Suitable F or Family Viewing; 

NFFV: Not For Family Viewing. 

Jack (Christopher Walken, slyest line, 
'I'm now manager of the president 
of the United States'). To strengthen 
his comic premise, Demme bolts on 
a thriller, involving Laura Linney as a 
computer nerd who discovers a glitch 
in the software system designed to 
eliminate hanging-chads and the like 
but not necessarily the corruption virus 
personified in computer tycoon Stewart 
(Jeff Goldblum). 

The movie is replete with pertinent 
references and Levinson skilfully meshes 
jokes, thrills and plot twists. Look for a 
stand-up comedian (Jay Leno?) running 
for the White House - if the local 
Greens do not get in first by running 
the incomparable Judith Lucy against 
John Howard and Maxine McKew in 
Bennelong. 

M*'*NFFV 

Death of a President 

Another presidential movie. But more 
thriller than comedy in its examination, 
mockumentary style, of the aftermath 
of the incumbent George W Bush's 
assassination. 

The British Channel 4 team digitally 
manipulate images and archival footage 
to chilling effect, linking these to talking
head interviews. 

But in the end they do not have the 
courage of their premise; theirs is craft 
not art. No catharsis, merely a cop-out 
caption sequence which fails to resolve 
the identity of the assassin, either, too 
predictably, a Muslim, less predictably 
an African-American. 

M""*NFFV 
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As It Is in Heaven 

Director Kay Pollack beautifully 
realised film is one of those rarities 
you want to play over and over in your 
mind. Her premise is simple: renowned 
conductor-violinst Daniel Dareus 
(Michael Nyqvist) exhausts his heart on 
the concert platform and returns to his 
native viJlage in northern Sweden, where 
he gets involved with the local church 
choir and one of its members Lena (Frida 
Hallgren). 

One false note mars the movie: a 
zealous sermon. No, not preached by the 
Lutheran pastor Stig (Lennart Jackel) but 
by his wife, who bangs on and on about 
sexual sin being an invention of man not 
God. To reinforce her, Pollack resorts 
to a ludicrous plot twist: the pastor is a 
glossy-mag porn addcit on the quiet. 

This wart aside, a romantic comedy
drama of classic aspiration. 

M***NFFV 

Letters from lwo Jima 

Director Clint Eastwood confirms his 
status as one of the great movie makers 
with this companion piece to Flags of Our 
Fathers. Indeed Letters is a less confused 
work approaching an apogee in that it is 
a tribute to a former enemy. 

Eastwood dominates off-screen. 
On screen, Ken Watanabe takes all 
the honours playing the Japanese 
commander Tadamichi Kuribayashi 
(competitor at the 1932 Los Angles 
Olympics) whose picture-letters home 
provided a part-basis for the script: 
Some have seen Letters as an Eastwood 
shift from rightish to leftish, ignoring the 
reality that Japan is now a constitutional 
democracy (thanks mainly to the US 
pro-consul Douglas McArthur) and lines 
up with other democracies in a world 
fraught with totalitarian challenges. 

MAl5+****NFFV 

Curse of the Golden Flower 

Director Zhang ( Crouching Tiger, 
Hidden Dragon) Yimou re-unites with his 
stars Gong Li playing an empress and 
Chow Yun Fat an emperor in the days 
when China was a glamorous mystery 
wrapped in myth. 

As always Zhang Yimou provides 
thrills and spectacular action in such 
abundance that the only reaction can be: 
eat your heart out Cecil B De Mille 

M****NFFV 



Sixty Six 

Refers to 1966, World Cup year, 
and the year of director Paul Weiland's 
Bar Mitzvah, With his writers Peter 
Straughan and Bridget O'Connor 
Weiland deftly times his comedy-drama 
to the increasing chances of Engand 
winning the cup while Bernie (Gregg 
Sulkin) endures the diminishing 
importance of his Bar Mtzvah and his 
parents Manny (Eddie Marsh) and 
Esther (Helena Bonham Carter) cope 
with tougher times. 

Director of photography Daniel 
Landin and editor Paul Tothill 
interweave archival footage of rhe 
England V West Germany final which 
ends as triumphantly as the Bar 
Mitzvah. 

M***SFFV 

Hot Fuzz 

The Bi!� seen on ABC TV, may seem 
to be so deep in self-parody that it is 
impossible to satirise. This comedy
thriller makes a bold attempt but its 
writer/director Edgar Wright and his 
co-writer Simon Pegg, who also co
stars, reject their early restraint for an 
outrageously ketchup melodrama in 
which everyone in an idyllic English 
village except the butler is guilty of 
mayhem and malice aforethought 

MAIS+*"*NFFV 

Pan's Labyrinth 

Odd Oscar winner: a Mexican take 
on the Spanish Civil War in which 
writer/director Guilliermo del Toro is 
after a parable intertwining the fantasies 
of a child Ofelia (Ivana Baquero) 
with the harsh realities imposed by 
her stepfather Captain Vidal (Sergio 
Lopez). 

Baquero's performance is as fine yet 
strong as Toledo steel. Lopez makes a 
dominant creep of the falangist captain, 
battling a republican remnant in Spain 
during I 944. The fantasies range 
from the delicate to the grotesque 
and artificial gore flows like rioja. 
No indication, however, of what a 
Sovietised Republican Spain would've 
made to the power equations of World 
War IT. 

The bias is so blatant, you half 
expect to hear the music of For Whom 

the Bell Tolls and see Gary Cooper and 
Ingrid Bergman appear among the 

partisans. In his ending, Del Toro brings 
Ofelia to a kind of heaven where there 
is a father and a mother and child plus 
a third figure left vague. Del Toro? 

MAIS+***NFFV 

The Last King of Scotland 

For his impersonation of ldi Amin, 
Forest Whittaker deservedly earned an 
Oscar. But director Kevin Macdona!d's 
movie was rightly out of the running, 
weakened by the fictional implant of a 
young Scottish doctor (James :\lc.Asoy, 

coming on like the rebel great grandson 
of Dr Fiala�· of casebook fame). 

�IacdonalcL whose documentary One
Day in 1J1unich is among the genre's 
finest, should have stuck with his 
strength and made a drama-documentary 
This would have enabled him to retain 
Whittaker and the engaging title but 
go deeper into the horror that was 
Amin's Uganda before he took refuge 
in Saudi Arabia, a part of the world not 
unconnected with the slave trafficking 
of Africans. 

MAIS+***NFFV 

Black Snake Moan 

Writer/ director Craig Brewer's 
movie may well have come from his 
own imagination and expertise but it is 
firmly set in the Nobel Laureate William 
Faulkner's Yoknapatawpha County where 
black and white lives are entangled, their 
destiny salvation. 

Samuel L Jackson plays a bluesman 
with a guitar under his bed and a 
cruficix on the wall of his homestead, 
Christina Ricci is the wild teenager 
whom he sets out to redeem, part of his 
treatment involving a long chain. 

The title? That's one of the 
bluesman's songs. It also sums up this 
reviewer's reaction to Brewer's excesses. 
Even Faulkner might have blenched at 
some of his scenes, which demonstrate 
that nothing fails like excess. 

MAIS+***NFFV 

Hannibal Rising 

... is that dreaded product - the 
prequel, this one purporting to explain 
why Hannibal Lecter became Hannibal 
the Cannibal (as written by Thomas 
Harris and played by Anthony Hopkins). 

No Freudian complexes. Blame it 
on World War II, specifically a band 
of Lithuanians gone feral between 
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Nazi forces in retreat and Soviet 
forces regaining totalitarian control of 
Lithuania, Estonia and Latvia (roughly 
a quarter of a century before Gough 
Whitlam approved their occupation). 

Directed by Peter Webber and 
photographed by Ben Davis in Czech 
locations, the movie shows in lurid 
detail the boy Hannibal enduring an 
unspeakable ordeal: witnessing his sister 
being eaten by the ferals. 

Toe gratuitous nature of the episode 
is emphasised by an early shot of a wild 
boar in the forest. What - no wild game 
to eat? Tanks. trucks and corpses litter 
the bartlescapes What - no rations? 

The mo,·ie is a dark brillance and 
is played out by a superlative cast 
including Gong Li as Lady Murasaki 
(no kidding; a descendant of the classic 
Japanese novelist living in Paris). The 
usually loonish Rhys !fans is Grutas, 
the psychopathic leader of the ferals. 
Gaspard Ulliel plays the young Hannibal 
with the menacing relish of a Japanese 
samurai (trained by Lady Murasaki). 

Overall it is easily summed up: 
popcorn laced with strychnine. 

MAIS+*NFFV 

Notes on a Scandal 

The scandalous notes in director 
Richard Eyre's melodrama (script by 
Patrick Marber, based on Zoe Heller's 
novel) are the musical notes of Phillip 
Glass. Don't think one hundred and one 
trombones, think one hundred and one 
Wurlitzers overwhelming the dialogue 
between Judi Dench, as a pathologically 
lonely teacher, Barbara Covett, and Cate 
Blanchett as her wayward colleague 
Sheba Hart, who has an affaire with one 
of her students. 

Glass's Wagnerian blasts order us 
how we should react to the affaire and 
to Covett's malevolence, emphasised by 
a statue of Our Lady on her writing desk 
and a picture of the Last Supper on the 
wall of her flat. Ex-conYent school girl, 
get it? 

Both Dench and Blanchett were up 
for Oscars. Neither scored. Give them a 
chocolate medal for courage in the face 
of a tsunami score. Despite it, Richard 
Eyre ends his melodrama with Covett 
up to her tricks again. Hopefully he does 
not feel a Lecterish franchise coming on. 

MA**NFFV 

(c) Austral-Media Pty Ltd 2007



Help Keep
Christianity 
Alive in 

Bethlehein. 
Today, as you read this, poverty and oppression are 
driving Christian faithful from the Holy Land. But 
you can help give our suffering brothers and sisters 
in Christ a reason to stay. 

Through a program we developed to support the 
distribution of rosaries handcrafted of local olive 
wood by Catholic artisans, Aid to the Church in 
Need is reaching out to faithful in need across the 
Holy Land. We provide a simple, dignified, and 
effective means for struggling faithful to keep food 
on the table for their families. 

Please help us strengthen and rebuild the 
Church. A beautiful, handcrafted rosary made 

of olive wood from the Holy Land will be sent for 
an offering of $12 or more to support the projects of 
Aid to the Church in Need in Bethlehem. 

Please tick the box if you would like to receive 
the olive wood rosary*. 

-------------------------

�� Order Form: Help Keep Christianity Alive in Bethlehem 
�" Send To: Aid to the Church in Need, PO Box 6245 Blacktown DC NSW 2148 

Phone/Fax No: (02) 9679-1929 E-mail: info@aidtochurch.org Web: www.aidtochurch.org 
BLOCK LETTERS PUJASE 

Mr/Mrs/Ms/Sr/Rev: .................................. . . ........... ..... . 

Address: . . . . . . .... .. .. ......... .................. ..................... . .  . 

........ ...... . . .................................. Postcode .. ..... .. . . .... . 

I/We enclose$ ............ to help keep 

Christianity Alive in Bethlehem. 

0 Yes please send me the olive wood rosary*
I enclose a cheque/money order payable to Aid to the 
Church in Need. OR please debit my Visa or Mastercard: 

OOOODODOODDODODO 
I 

Exp. date: .. .... ./ ....... Signature: ....... . . ............................ . 
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The olive wood 
rosaries are lovingly, 
handcrafted by 
poverty stricken 
families in Bethlehem 
and your donation 
helps them survive. 

Aid to the Church 

in Need ... a Catholic 
charity dependent on 
the Holy See, provid
ing pastoral relief to 
needy and oppressed 
Churches. 



CHARLEMAGNE 742-814AD 

CHARLES THE GREAT 

(FROM AN ANCIENT CHRONICLE] 

HARLEMAGNE, who attained the highest degree of celebrity and 
glory, of a scrupulous and profound piety, was well informed in letters 
and philosophy, was the avenger and ardent propagator of the Christian 
religion, and the defender and supporter of justice and truth. Charlemagne's 
face was very white (at the time he was crowned by the pope, Leo), his 
countenance was cheerful, and whether standing or sitting, his carriage 
was equally majestic. Although his neck was thick and rather short, and his 

belly too protruberant, all his limbs were well proportioned. On days of festivity he wore a 
mantle of gold tissue, and a chaussure ornamented with precious stones. His sagum, or cloak, 
was fastened with a golden clasp, and his diadem was enriched with gold and jewels. Towards 
the end of his career, he was seized, on his return from Spain, with a fever, which lasted 
four years, and rendered him lame. He followed rather his own inclinations than the advice 
of his physicians, for whom he had a kind of aversion, because they wished him to abstain 
from roast meat, of which he was very fond, and to accustom himself to live on boiled meats. 
Charles was called 'great' on account of his great good fortune, in which he was not inferior 
to his father, but was, on the contrary, more frequently a conqueror and more illustrious. In 
his youth his hair was brown, and his complexion ruddy; he was handsome, and had much 
dignity in his carriage; he was very generous, very equitable in his judgments, eloquent, and 
very well informed. He enjoyed every day the sports of the chase and the exercise of riding on 
horseback; he was exceedingly fond of tepid baths, to which he invited not only his children 
but the lords of his court, his friends, and his guards, so that there were often more than a 
hundred persons in the bath with him. 

He was moderate in his eating, and still more so in his drinking; nevertheless be often 
complained that fasts were injurious to him. He rarely gave great banquets., except upon solemn 
occasions. There were, ordinarily, not more than four dishes on his table, besides the roast meat 
which he so greatly preferred. Whilst he ate, a person read to him histories and accounts of the 
actions of the ancients, or else the book of the City ef God, by Saint Augustine, for which he 
had a great predilection. During the repast he never drank more tl1an three times. In summer, 
he took fruit after dinner, and slept two or tltree hours, undressed as if at night. His dress was 
that of the Franks, and he constantly wore a sword; the sword-belt and baldric being of gold or 
silver. Sometimes he wore two swords. He spoke several languages. He had around him doctors 
of the seven liberal arts, who instructed him daily; that is to say, a deacon of Pisa, in grammar; a 
Saxon, in rhetoric, dialectics, and astronomy; and Albin surnamed Alcuin, in the other arts. He 
himself made some reforms in the art of reading and in that of singing, altllough he never read 
in public aloud, and never sang but with the choir. He caused all the laws of his kingdom to 
be written, that were not so before. He himself wrote tlle actions and the wars of the ancients, 
and began a grammar of the language of his country. He had every night a hundred and twenty 
guards around his bed. Ten were placed at his head, ten at his feet, and ten on each side of 

�).rim, and each of these forty held a naked sword in one hand and a lighted torch in tlle other'.' 
�-

.. 

-r, ·\·:. - From an ancient Chronicle, quoted by Joseph-Francois Michaud, in his History of the Crusade.s, 18 I 2-1 7. . .. i·.;._,� 
...... , :-. .. • .,'-'I 1,:.:.-�·: .. �=· 
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READING BETWEEN THE LINES 

0 T H 

Plato and 
A r i s t o t l e  
held that 
philosophy 
begins with 
w o n d e r .  

everyday fact that is, 
nevertheless, a deep 
mystery. Like being itself 
it's a mystery hidden in 
the open, veiled by its 
very obviousness. It's 
treated with disregard 
even indifference by 
those who live in it; and 
this is the Church. 

W h i c h  b e g s  t h e  
question, what is it that 
we're to wonder at! 
Put it like this: if I go 
to India to see things 
strange and magnificent 
then the fact that I see 
naked sadhus, elephants, 

IN WONDROUS TIMES 

A mysterious Body, 
visible and invisible, 
an institution older 
than all the others, 
against all odds alive 

camels, and beautiful 
temples is hardly a cause 
for wonder. It's all part 
of the travel prospectus. 

By ROBERT TILLEY 
despite having suffered 
persecutions, corruptions, 
and endless prophets set 

But if one day, I explore a back street in the suburb I've lived 
in most my life and discover the Taj Mahal. then I've found 
cause to wonder. 

It's when the everyday and familiar turns a shade of 
strange that we find ourselves boggled. We feel the sense of 
wonder when what is closest to us seems suddenly far away, 
and being at a distance is seen as if for the first time. The 
ordinary surprises us. It's then that we begin to philosophise 
because we begin to question. Not for mere sceptical sport, 
nor to show ourselves as clever (enjoyable though that may 
be), rather we question as true philosophy questions; in 
order to enter into the sheer brilliance of existence, and to 
learn that where we are is altogether amazing. 

One suspects that at the last trump, when the veil is 
lifted, we'll kick ourselves for having missed how glorious 
everything is. In order to avoid the eschatological egg-on
face we might take to heart the realization that if philosophy 
begins with wonder, then its lack is signalled by boredom. 
Nothing blinds like tedium, except arrogance, but then again 
both of them go hand in glove. In fact, tedium follows from 
arrogance. 

Pride destroys the capacity for wonder, because what is 
near and everyday is never enough; it never fits the bill. Pride 
looks for marvels that it approves of, and because of that it's 
always dissatisfied with where it is. Nothing can satisfy pride. 
It's always restless, hungry for a new thrill. demanding 
to be amused. It's the Attention Deficit Disorder 
of the soul, and as reason demands discipline 
and the capacity to sit still, pride and 
philosophy do not go together. 

Properly speaking, pride is the death 
of philosophy because it is the death of 
wonder, and as philosophy and theology 
are intimately related, religion likewise 
suffers. And not just any religion, your

religion. That's right, the one that's in 
your suburb, in your back streets. 

There's a good example of an 

on pious destruction. In 
our suburbs it's beset with trivial irritations: experimental 
liturgies; hip young missionaries letting us know how out
there they are; prayer leaders displaying their social justice 
sensibilities; screaming children and indulgent parents; 
people who never remember to turn their mobile phones off; 
fundamentalists who confuse kitsch with tradition; rambling 
homilies; and ... well why go on, you pretty much know the 
score. 

The problem is that our complaints - justified or not -
tend to obscure the reality of where it is we're fuming. And 
they do so for in order to escape them we drift off into 
Noddy-land, where, in another time, everything was suitably 
mysterious and grand. 

Who can't summon up the days of yore and evoke the 
picture of ye-old-times? It must have been so much more 
romantic and holy back in the days of the Latin Mass, or 
when people went on quests for the Holy Grail, or when 
St.Augustine was writing while Rome was falling co the 
barbarians. Indeed, it's always so much more wonderful 
somewhere else, and other times are always exotic places; 
back then l could've been a martyr! How remiss of God to 
have beamed me down, here and now, in this suburb! 

This, perhaps, is the discipline we have to learn; through 
philosophy, perfected in the guidance of theology, to rekindle 
the sense of the real, the glow of being, and see the beauty 

of God in all that He has made. And then we might 
do what seems impossible, blighted as we are by 

pride. Maybe then we can do the improbable; 
we could see that our suburban church, 

built in the style resembling a 1960s 
council office block. represents the very 
place in which heaven and earth arc 
joined, and where the greatest miracle of 
all is regularly performed. 

If we can do this then perhaps 
future generations will wonder at 

� our faith, and wish they'd been 
born in our times. · 
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i«er�6 t�«rl � JesMs 

ost Sacred Heart of Jesus Who revealed to Saint Margaret Mary 

Alacoque Your desire to reign in Christian families, behold us 

assembled here today to proclaim You to be the Head of our 

y our desire, in order to please you, to live in future with your 

life, and to cultivate in our midst those virtues which You have promised 

will bring us peace here below. We undertake to banish from our home the 

spirit of worldliness against which You have warned us. May You reign over 

our mjnds in the simplicity of our Faith, and over our hearts by the fervent 

love with which they burn for You. We will keep the flame of this love alive 

by our frequent attendance at Mass and reception of Holy Communion. 

Deign O Divine Heart, to preside over us whenever we are gathered 
together, to bless our undertakings, both spiritual and temporal, to 

banish our cares, to sanctify our joys and to comfort our sorrows. If ever 

one or other of us should offend You, may we call to mind, 0 Heart of 

Jesus, that You are the fountain of love and mercy for repentant sinners. 

When the hour of our death arrives, when separation brings grief into our lives, 

may we all - those who we and those who remain - be resigned to Your eternal 

will. May we console ourselves with the thought that the day will come when our 

entire family, reuruted in Heaven, will sing forever of Your glory and Your mercy. 

May Mary Immaculate and the glorious Patriarch St. Joseph, present this 

Consecration to You and keep it ever present to our minds a!J the days of 

our life. 

ALL GLORY TO THE HEART OF JESUS, OUR KING AND OUR BROTHER. 

011 this . . . .  . .. . .. . ... day of . . .. . .. . .. . .. ..... in the year of our Lord . . . . .  .. ...... . .. ... \Ve, the 

undersigned members of this family, by a solemn Act of Consecration. hm·e emhroned the Sacred 

Heart of Jesus in our Home, and have dedicated to Him each member of our family, living or 

dead. 

The Family .... ........... ............................ .... ............. ..... . .. . . ....... ........ ... . ...... ............... .. 

N.8. The Consecra1io,i sho1,ld b� renewed awwlly 011 the Feast of the Sacred Hean, wlriclt 3/iould be obsen•ed asa Family Fea.fl day. 

Missionaries of lhe Sacred Hean, Sacred Heart Monastery. Kensington NSW 2033 (02) 9662-7894. Imprimatur, George Cardinal Pell,Archbishop of Sydney Dec 20, 2006 


