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CHARITY AND 

PROCLAIMING THE FAITH 

S
T STEPHEN'S story [m the Acts of the

Apostles] tells us much. For example, it 

teaches us that we must never disassociate 

the social commitment of charity from 
the courageous proclamation ·of the faith. 

He was one of the seven entrusted above 

all with charity. But it is not possible to 

disassociate charity from proclamation. 
Thus, with charity, he proclaims Christ 

crucified, to the point of also accepting 

martyrdom. This is the first lesson that we 

can learn from the figure of St. Stephen: 

Charity and proclamation always go 
together. 

- Pope Benediel XVI, General Audience, January 10, 2007
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A PRAYER FOR EVERY 

MOMENT 

L
ORD JESUS, think on me
And purge away my sin; 

From earthborn passions set me free 
And make me pure within. 

Lord Jesus, think on me, 
With many a care oppressed; 
Let me Thy loving servant be 
And taste Thy promised rest. 

Lord Jesus, think on me 
Amid the battle's strife; 
In all my pain and misery 
Be Thou my Health and Life. 

Lord Jesus, think on me 
Nor let me go astray; 
Through darkness and perplexity 
Point Thou the heavenly way. 

Lord Jesus, think on me 
When floods the tempest high; 
\\'hen on doth rush the enemy, 
0 Savior, be Thou nigh! 

Lord Jesus, think on me 
That, when the flood is past, 
I may th'eternal brightness see 
And share Thy joy at last. 

Lord Jesus, think on me 
That I may sing above 
To Father, Spirit, and to Thee 
The strains of praise and love. 

• Synesius bishop of Cyrene in Libya, 375- 430AD, translated 
from Greek by Allen \V. Chatfield, 1876. Roman Breviary, Hymns 

for 1he Proper of Seasons. 
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WORLD YOUTH DAY 

Benedict XVI calls the Whole Church to World Youth Day 

JESUS' INVITATION: 'BE MY WITNESSES' 

W
ORLD Youth Day will be a new Pentecost, Benedict XVI says. And he is asking the whole
Church to participate, at least spiritually, if not physically. 

The Pope made this invitation today before he prayed the midday Angelus with crowds 
gathered at the papal summer residence at Castel Gandolfo. He emphasized the importance of 
Catholics worldwide joining in prayer for the July 15-20 event, to be held in Sydney, Australia. 

'I invite the whole Church to share in this new stage of the great pilgrimage of young people 
across the world, begun in 1985 by the Servant of God John Paul. II," he exhorted. "I am 
certain that from all the corners of the earth Catholics will be united with me and with all the 
young people gathered - as in the Cenacle - in Sydney, intensely invoking the Holy Spirit so 
that he will flood hearts with the inner light of love of God and of brothers, and of courageous 
initiative to introduce Jesus' eternal message in the diversity of languages and cultures.' 

Even in his greetings to pilgrims in various languages after the Angelus, the Holy 
Father again stressed the importance of this 'spiritual participation' of the whole Church in 
Sydney's WYD. 

The Holy Father referred to the theme of his message for the meeting, 'You Will Receive 
Power When the Holy Spirit Has Come Upon You; and You Will Be My Witnesses; with which 
Christian communities have been preparing over the past year for the event. 

He said: 'This is the promise Jesus made to his disciples after the resurrection, and which 
remains always valid and actual in the Church: The Holy Spirit, awaited and received in prayer, 
infuses in believers the capacity to be witnesses of Jesus and his Gospel. 

'Blowing on the Church's sail, the divine Spirit pushes her to "put out into the deep;' always 
anew, from generation to generation, to take to everyone the Good News of the love of God, 
revealed fully in Jesus Christ, dead and resurrected for us.' 

Benedict XVI said that he was 'already in Australia' in thought, and took advantage of the 
moment to thank all those who are contributing to the preparations, especially the Australian 
episcopal conference and the civil authorities. 

Finally, he reflected briefly on the two symbols of WYD, which are always present in these 
events: the young people's cross and an icon of the Virgin Mary. 

'In past months, the "young people's cross" has been taken all over Oceania and in Sydney 
it will be once again a silent witness of the pact of alliance between the Lord Jesus Christ and 
the new generations; he said. Along with the Cross, the 'icon of the Virgin Mary accompanies 
the World Youth Days. We entrust to her maternal protection this trip to Australia and the 
meeting with young people in Sydney.' 

Source: ZENIT intemational Catholic Newsagency. 
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GUEST EDITORIAL 

Australian Catholics prepare to welcome the Pope and the World 

SYDNEY IS READY FOR WYD 

HEN I firs t  
learned that  
S y d n e y  w a s  

• to host World
Youth Day my
i m m e d i a t e

_..,,,...._ __ ..l!Jct.in.·• reaction was to 
wonder why this city had been chosen. 

Sure, it is a great place. But could 
WYD attract a host of pilgrims from 
across the world and deliver the level 
of accommodation and services they 
expect? And would they leave the 
pleasures of summer in Asia, Europe. 
the US and Canada and the Caribbean 
and travel across the world to assemble 
at Barrangaroo (East Dar.ling Harbour)
and Randwick Racecourse in the 
depths of our winter? 

My immediate reaction was that 
it was all going to be too hard. In 
this thinking, I was not alone. Unlike 
previous WYD events, this is the first 
time it has taken place in a country 
in which Catholics form a minority 
of the population and there is a 
lingering resentment of, and hostility 
to, the Church. All this was considered 
carefully before the Vatican approved 
the choice of Sydney. But as the months 
passed and I learned somethjng of the 
intensive preparation and planning that 
had gone into all aspects of WYD I 
began to change my thinking. 

I now feel that it will be a success. 
This is due to the planning by the 
organisers and the various Government 
Departments and agencies responsible 
for traffic management, public transport 
scheduling and security. They solved 
the logistical problems stemming 
from WYD and set up the financial 
arrangements. Not even the threatened 
24-hour strike by members of the
Rail, '!ram and Bus Union on July 17
can derail this great event. On this day 
many thousands of people will be in 
the inner city and along the Harbour
foreshores to see Pope Benedict XVI

By BRENDAN COLAHAN

As this issue of Annals Australasia 
goes to press the nation's biggest-ever 

Catholic event, World Youth Day and 

the busy program leading up to it, is 

about to begin. We could not let this 

pass without comment, so we asked 

Sydney journalist Brendan Colahan for 

his take on WYD. 

travel by boat to Barrangaroo for 
the opening Mass and his motorcade 
through the city to St Mary's. Nor has 
the long-range forecast for wet weather 
discouraged them. 

The State and Federal Governments 
put massive organisational efforts and 
financial backing into WYD and the 
State Government sought to avert the 
threatened transport strike by going to 
the State Industrial Commission. But 
the attitude of the committed Catholics 
behind WYD was "Let them bring it 
on. We'll walk if we have to!" 

The level of parish and school 
support reminds me of the army of 

volunteers who made the 2000 Sydney 
Olympic Games such a great event. 

The parishes have been working 
for months and years to arrange 
home-stays for pilgrims and to house 
thousands of young visitors in schools 
and parish ha!Js. 'The WYD organisation 
provides the boxed meals for them 
but parish volunteers serve them. 
Parishioners also donated baskets of 
snack foods - because they know just 
how hungry young people can be. 

My sister lives in a parish with 
a big population of Italian families 
descended from people from the 
mountainous reg.ion of the Abruzzi, 
bordering the Adriatic east of Rome. 
Her parish is hosting pilgrims from the 
Ahruzzi. My parents' parish was to host 
Spanish-speakers with a daily catechesis 
led by a Spanish bishop. Then they 
learned that they were to host instead 
Korean pilgrims - good thinking by 
the planners because not far away are 
numerous Korean restaurants and food 
shops. This was changed, and now they 

Too Bad, or Too Good? 

I
REMEMBER ASKING some friends at Cambridge, people of the 

Puritan tradition, why in the world they were so afraid of Papists; 

why a priest in somebody's house was a peril or an Irish servant the 
beginning of a pestilence. I asked them why they could not simply 
disagree with Papists and say so, as they did with Theosophists or 

Anarchists. T hey seemed at once pleased and shocked with my 

daring, as if I had undertaken to convert a burglar or tame a mad dog. 
Perhaps their alarm was really wiser than my bravado. Anyhow, I had 

not then the most shadowy notion that the burglar would convert me. 

That, however, I am inclined to think, is the subconscious intuition in 

the whole business. It must either mean that they suspect that our 
religion has something about it so wrong that the hint of it is bad for 

anybody; or else that it has something so right that the presence of it 

would convert anybody. To do them justice, I think most of them darkly 

suspect the second and not the first 

- G.K.Chesterton, The Catholic Church and Conversion, London, Bums Oates and 
Washboume, Ltd 1927 pp.33-34. 
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are hosting a mixed group of pilgrims 
from New Zealand and Honduras. 

The nearby parish of Ryde is hosting 
abut 1,000 Irish pilgrims from the 
diocese of Leighlin and Kildare; 520 
young people have been allocated beds 
in the hall and classrooms of Holy 
Cross College, Ryde while another 
320 are housed in the parish school 
of St Charles Borromeo. Pilgrims from 
Colorado, USA, are staying in another 
local parish while a cousin's parish in  
the eastern suburbs is hosting a group 
of Aborigines from the Kimberleys. 
Similar stories could be told about 
dozens of parishes. 

I was in George Street in the Sydney 
CBD about 6.15 am on Monday, July 7 
when I encountered a group of young 
West Indians dancing and running 
along the footpaths. They told me 
they were WYD pilgrims just arrived 
from Trinidad and were happy to be 
in Sydney. I don't think they will be 
much troubled if the transport unions 
stage a walkout. 

My father was heavily involved in 
the organisation of the 1970 visit to 
Sydney of Pope Paul Vl for Australia's 
bi-centenary. He recalls a marvellous 
Papal Mass at Randwick Racecourse 
which wasn't accompanied by demands 
from sections of the racing industry 
for the vast amounts of re-location and 
upgrading funds they extracted from 
Governments and the Church to use 
the course for WYD. This was akin to 
the pay-or-we-strike claim of the Rail, 
Tram and Bus Union. Blackmail would 
be a fair description of both these cash
grabbing techniques. 

Why am I confident that WYD will 
be a success? From meeting and talking 
to the people young and old who are 
giving their all in organising this event 
Their enthusiasm won me over, despite 
my initial doubts. As for the many 
obstacles, they exist to be overcome 
- and Australians have a well-earned
reputation for demolishing them.

My conclusion is that WYD will be 
a great success and will deliver to the 
Church in this country a significant and 
much-needed boost in confidence well 
into the future. 

BRENDAN CoLAf!AN (a pen-name) is a journalist with 
a major media organisation; he says most of his 
colleagues are cyrucal about WYD, if not overtly 
hostile 10 it. But journalists tend to be cynical 
about most things. 
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Perishing/or lack of vision? 

A SOCIETY LOSING 

ITS SOUL 

HIS SPIRITUAL ALIENATION 
of- its own greatest minds is the 
price that every civilisation has 
to pay when it loses its religious 
foundations, and is contented 
with a purely material success. 
We are only just beginning to 

understand how intimately and profoundly the 
vitality of a society is bound up with its religion. 
It is the religious impulse which supplies the 
cohesive force which unifies a society and a 
culture. The great civilisations of the world do 
not produce the great religions as a kind of 
cultural by-product; in a very real sense, the 
great religions are the foundations on which the 
great civilisations rest. A society which has lost its 
religion becomes sooner or later a society which 
has lost its culture. 

What then is to be the fate of this great modern 
civilisation of ours? A civilisation which has 
gained an extension and a wealth of power and 
knowledge which the world has never known 
before. Is it to waste its forces in the pursuit of 
selfish and mutually destructive aims, and to 
perish for lack of vision? Or can we hope that 
society will once again become animated by a 
common faith and hope, which will have the 
power to order our material and intellectual 
achievements in an enduring spiritual unity? 

- Christopher Dawson, Enquines into Religion and Culture., Sheed &
Ward, London, 1933, p.115.

ANNALS AUSTRALASIA 6 JULY 2008 

. � tJ 
f �-'t� { � �,\• l"\

'\
I . 

:\ .. , ;� ........... ··-�-
. 'lo ��;J 

'��-

' . . 

/ ...__ . . 
I •tif , 

. .;: . . 



I 

CATHOLIC HISTORY 

1ncomparable for uprightness ef life . . . and for greatness ef soul: 

ST JOHN FISHER 

BISHOP OF ROCHESTER 

T IS always a privilege tO 

deliver a Commencement 
Address to a group of new 
graduates, to congratulate 
them on their achievements 
and to thank their family, 

-""----'...,. sponsors and friends who 
supported them during their studies. 
We look forward with Christian 
hope and human optimism to the 
contribution they will make to society 
and the Church in the future. 

I have been a long term admirer of 
St. Thomas Aquinas and was for eleven 
years the director of an Aquinas College 
in Ballarat, Australia, now a campus of 
Australian Catholic University, but my 
Aquinas College was not a Great Books 
College. 

Students here have an unusual 
advantage from their direct engagement 
for four years with the profound 
thinkers who have shaped our Western 
civilization. They have followed 
the traditional Socratic method of 
questioning and dialogue, continued 
their search for meaning and truth in a 
learning institution which is committed 
to the Catholic faith. Faith and reason 
are offered for their acceptance or 
rejection as they rigorously examine 
the iotellecrnal claims of these great 
authors, religious or otherwise. I repeat 
that they have been unusually blessed 
and advantaged, because they have an 
ideal base for any professional course 
they might now choose to pursue. 

His life 

A Commencement ceremony is a 
happy time. Why then should I choose 
to speak of an obscure sixteenth 
century bishop from England, who 
spent his Episcopal life in Rochester 
diocese, England's poorest, and then 
so misjudged his political situation that 
he was executed by his King on some 

By George Cardinal Pell 

theological point of principle, without 
the support of even one of his brother 
bishops? 

Sc. John Fisher's life story is told 
simply. Born in Yorkshire in 1469, 
one of four children co a prosperous 
merchant, he went to Cambridge 
University at the age of 14 where he 
was introduced to the currems of 
intellectual reform springing from the 
Renaissance. In J 491 he was ordained 
priest, gained his M.A. and elected a 
fellow of Michaelhouse. 

An appointment which was to prove 
crucial for his later career occurred 
when he became confessor to Lady 
Margaret Beaufort, the devout mother 
of Henry VII. Probably as a result of 
her patronage he was appointed Vice 
Chancellor of Cambridge University in 
150 I and in 1504 at the age of 35 he 
became Chancellor at Cambridge, an 
office which he held for the rest of his 
life. 

Even in his early years he clashed 
mildly with the new King Henry 
VIII, who wanted to take the money 
his grandmother Lady Margaret had 
bequeathed for the development of new 
colleges at Cambridge and use it for his 
own purposes. 

Just as a 
doctor proves 
himself in his 

patients, so God 
reveals himself 

in men. 
- St lrenaeus of Lyons, 130-200 AD,

Adversus Haereses, Bk 3, 20,2,3,

in the Roman Breviary, Office of

Readings for Matins, December 19.
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Luther's Protestant Reformation had 
started in 1517, a development which 
Henry VIII strongly opposed, even 
earning from the Pope for himself and 
his successors to this day the title of 
"Defender of the Faith" for his defence 
of the seven sacraments. 

Fisher became the best known 
defender of Catholic doctrines 
selected by Cardinal Wolsey, then 
Lord Chancellor to preach at an open 
air rally outside St. Paul's Cathedral in 
London against Luther, when Luther's 
books were burnt publicly in 1526. 
Henry was so pleased with his two 
hour address delivered in English, a 
primitive language then not spoken 
outside England, that he ordered it to 
be translated into Latin so that it could 
be read and understood in continental 
Europe. 

This united front was broken by 
the inability of Henry's wife Catherine 
of Aragon to produce a male heir and 
Henry's infatuation with the formidable 
Anne Boleyn, who was eventually also 
executed by her tyrant husband. A 
good historian of the period claimed 
to me that a major reason for Henry's 
determination to eliminate Anne was his 
resentment at her bitter hostility to both 
Fisher and Thomas More. 

We all know that Henry wanted 
his first marriage to be annulled, that 
this was refused by Rome, so that 
he responded by declal'ing himself to 
be head of the Church in England. 
After careful study, Fisher emerged as 
Cathcrine's most public advocate and 
a resolute defender of the essential 
role of the pope as successor of St. 
Peter in Catholic life. His detailed 
study convinced Thomas More, former 
speaker in the House of Commons and 
briefly Lord Chancellor, to refuse to 
take the oath of kingly supremacy. A 
background piece of information which 



is often forgotten today (when we have 
been blessed with good popes for a 
Jong time) is that during the whole of 
Fisher's lifetime the best of the popes 
then were worldly with limited religious 
enthusiasm, while some others had 
disgraceful private lives. In short, the 
Papacy then was a scandal, but Fisher 
was prepared to die for the Catholic 
truth embodied in the papal office and 
not for the personal qualities of its office 
holders. 

Most historians have now abandoned 
the view that Catholicism in England 
on the eve of the Reformation was 
weak and corrupt because Henry and 
his Protestant successors had to wage 
a bitter struggle for generations to 
strangle Catholic life. 

Henry was regularly extravagant and 
short of money and in a masterstroke 
he commandeered the wealth of 
the monasteries not just for himself, 
but for many of the local nobilily. 
Jn other words he locked most of 
the establishment behind him with 
significant financial encouragement! 

In those days when there was little 
effective separation of powers and 
no freedom of speech, Henry would 
tolerate no public opposition. In 
April 1534 Fisher was confined in the 
Tower of London and the case against 
proceeded slowly. In May 1535 Pope 
Paul III created him a cardinal in the 
hope of saving his life. Henry VIII was 
not impressed declaring that Fisher 
would not have a head on his shoulders 
to wear the cardinal's hat. No head, no 
hat! 

On June 22 of that year he was 
executed by beheading, rather than 
being hanged, drawn and quartered; a 
remission due not to his age or office, 
but to his poor health. Despite his 
frailty he announced in a loud voice 
that he was dying for the faith of the 
Catholic Church. 

His headless naked body was left 
on the scaffold until 8pm, when it was 
then placed in a shallow grave without 
ceremony. His head was boiled down 
and placed on London Bridge for 
two weeks, where his supporters were 
delighted by the fact "that it grew 
more florid and life-like, so that many 
expected it would speak�' His head was 
then thrown into the Thames to make 
way for the head of Thomas More. 

Incidentally Fisher's room in the 

Struggle Every Day 

I
t is certainly true that the waters of Baptism initially bring 

about our new life of grace, but for us all it remains necessary 

to struggle every day against the rust of our earthly nature. 

Whatever steps forward we take, there is not one of us who is 

not always obliged to do better. All of us must strive hard and so 

on Easter Day no one should remain bound by the vices of his 

former nature. 

- Pope St Leo the Great, Sermon 6 'On Lent'. From the Roman Breviary, second
reading in the Office of Matins for the Thursday after Ash Wedne sday. 

Tower of London was renovated on 
Churchill's orders towards the end of 
World War 1\vo, not because of any 
reverence for Fisher's memory, but 
because, if Hitler survived the War, 
Churchill was determined to imprison 
him, at least for a time, in the Tower of 
London. 

Lessons 

Before I began my brief regime of St. 
John Fisher's life, I asked why we might 
ponder his story on a happy occasion 
like this Commencement. 'This question 
has been left hanging, although the 
simple telling of his story suggests many 
lessons for a Catholic audience. Let me 
spell out a few further considerations. 

A preliminary reason is that as a 
bishop I am keen to speak of a brave 
and farseeing fellow bishop, who 
was fated to live in a violent time of 

The 
Winning Side 

I
F ever there was a power on 

earth who had an eye for the 

times, who has confined himself 

to the practicable, and has 

been happy in his anticipations 

. . . such is he in the history of 

ages, who sits, from generation 

to generation in the Chair of the 

Apostles, as the Vicar of Christ, 

and the Doctor of His Church. All 

who take part with the Apostle, 

are on the winning side. He has 

long since given warrants for the 

confidence which he claims. 

• John Henry Cardinal Newman, The Idea 
of a University 
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change, which laid the foundations for 
England's rise to greatness and indeed 
the foundations of our contemporary 
English-speaking world. 

Thomas More, the layma n and 
martyr, Fisher's contemporary, has 
the best lines, is a more interesting 
personality and has gained much more 
publicity through e.g. the film "A Man 
for All Seasons". I want to redress this 
balance. 

St. John Fisher is remarkable for 
many reasons, but one might begin with 
a gronp of new graduates by reminding 
them that he was truly wise and wisdom 
is not coterminous with learning nor 
indeed with cunning. Wisdom brings 
insight, the ability to analyse and 
devise new syntheses, something akin 
to Cardinal Newman's criterion for an 
educated person, which is the ability to 
recognize the relative value of different 
truths. Wise people can evaluate public 
opinion, identify what is central, discard 
what is irrelevant and downgrade what 
is secondary. 

Cardinal Fisher was the only Bishop 
to resist Henry, to acknowledge publicly 
that the issue was not merely a disputed 
annuhnent case, not just another qua1Tel 
with Rome, which would soon be over 
to. enable the situation to return to 
normal. 

In fact the rejection of the crucial 
role of the Papacy split the universal 
Church and set in train the destruction 
of Christendom. The subjection of the 
Church also opened the way to a royal 
despotism being exercised with fewer 
checks and balances. 

A second point we should notice is 
that John Fisher was not only a learned 
man, but one who continued to study 
and learn throughout his life. In middle 



I 

age he settled do"·n co st0dy Hebrew
and Greek as well as ,,Testling with and
answering the new challenges thrown
up by the Protestant rebellion. 

He Kas also a patron of learning. As
Chancellor at Cambridge University he
Korked to attract the funds necessary
to bring leading scholars from abroad
and to introduce the new learning
of the Continental Renaissance, the
rediscovery of the ancient classical
authors in Creek and Latin, as well
as the study of Hebrew for the Old
Testament scriptures. He also played
a major role in the establishment of
Christ's College and St. John's College,
new foundations at Cambridge, which
are still thriving today. 

St. John Fisher exemplifies the
importance of courage, of a principled
integrity, a determination to speak
the truth whatever the consequences.
Courage is not universal; indeed it is
rare and wonderful especially when the
penalties, such as torture and execution,
are extreme. 

It is marginally easier to be
courageous in a crowd, not merely
because courage is infectious, but
because friends, family and intellectual
allies are great helps in times of trial,
bolstering morale and providing
reassurances on judgements and tactics. 

Fisher, and More, were almost alone
as they took their stand. As we have
mentioned, no English bishop supported
Fisher and there was no family support
for More, not even from Meg Roper his
favourite daughter. If courage is "grace
under pressure", the pressures were not
sufficient to destroy the resolve of this
sick, elderly bishop. 

Progress or 

Regress? 

I
F WE ARE bound to improve
we need not trouble to improve.

The pure doctrine of progress
is the best of all reasons for
not being a progressive. 
- G.K.Chesterton. Orthodoxy, The Bodley 
Head London, 1949 ed. pp 183-4; 185-6. 

It might also be useful to state the
obvious even here at Thomas Aquinas
College (it certainly would be useful
in Australia) and point out that Fisher
and More (indeed the martyrs on both
sides of the Reformation) did not
die for conscience's sake, i.e. for the
inviolability of personal conscience or
the primacy of conscience. This is a
contemporary way of speaking where
public tolerance of different points of
view is often regarded as the supreme
virtue. 

Fisher announced on the scaffold in
a surprisingly strong voice "Christian
people, I am come hither to die for the
faith of Christ's holy Catholic Church",
and we well remember More's famous
words that he was "the King's loyal
servant, but God's first". They both
died for the truth and more particularly 
tbe Catholic insistence on the essential
role of the papacv. 

The final lesson we might draw from
tbe life of St. John Fisher, and the most
importan t one, is that we should be
encouraged by his holiness, so that we

imitate his faith and goodness, while we 
rejoice that we are not put to sterner
tests. 

Erasmus, one of the greatest scholars
of the Renaissance and no religious
zealot described Fisher "as the one man
at this time who is incomparable for
uprightness of life, for learning and for
greatness of soul� 

He was noted for the devotion he
exhibited during the celebration of
Mass, uniting himself with Christ's self
offering on tbe Cross. He had a replica
of the severed head of John the Baptist
on the altar in his episcopal residence,
as he took very seriously indeed the
teaching of Thomas Aquinas that the
office of bishop requires a high degree
of sanctity. 

While all Catholics are not called to
be priests or religious, all are called to
follow Christ in a serious way, to imitate
Christ's wholeness of life, in what we
traditionally call holiness. Fisher is a
good model. 

I wish all the graduates of Thomas
Aquinas College my repeated
congratulations on their graduation and
hope they receive every appropriate
grace and blessing as they commence
their new lives. 

[ am sure that you have already met
many good examples and mentors in
this environment and in your families.
May you also be inspired by the
learning, holiness and courage of St.
John Fisher to devote your own life to
some great and good cause. 

A Graduation address delivered by the Archbishop 

of Sydney at 11,omas Aquinas College, Santa Paula, 

California, U A on Saturday, :.1ay 10, 2008.
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FAITH IN ACTION 

'The more 1 polished the sword, the more my heart changed 1 was a different person.' 

THE PRIEST 

AND THE SAMURAI SWORDS 

IM BRIGGINSHAW writes 
in his book on Father Tony 
Glynn, Shimpu-san - Healer 
of Hate, that Tony's appeal 
for the return of swords 
taken from Japanese 
officers at  the end of  the 

Pacific War soon became the focal point 
in media reports about the exhibition: 
"Soon all Australia was talking about 
the brash young Australian priest down 
from Japan with the temerity of wanting 
to take back swords that could have 
beheaded captured Australians. Many 
recognised it for what it was, a gesture of 
forgiveness; others thought of it as akin 
to u·eason:" 

Jim himself first crossed Tony's path 
because of these swords. As a young 
reporter working for a newspaper in 
Ipswich, he was told by the editor to 
interview Tony: "There's some priest in 
town collecting Samurai swords to take 
back to Japan. Interview him and 
remember, those swords could 
have lopped the heads off 
decent Australians." Jim 
continues: 

"I was a young 
reporter, eager to 
espouse causes 
and right the 
world's wrongs 
... My school days 
had been spent 
soaking up wartime 
hate-propaganda-and 
horror communiques 
of Japanese atrocities. I 
had seen the skeleton-like 
returning prisoners-of-war 
and read the reports of 
the inhumane treatment. 
The war trials provided 
further proof that 
hatred was not only 
justified but was a 

By Paul Glynn, SM 

patriotic requirement ... I went to the 
priest's stand in a large depanment store 
and looked him over. He was athletic, 
late twenties, medium height. I held out 
my hand less than enthusiastically and he 
pressed it firmly, gave a friendly grin and 
said: 'G'day, I'm Tony Glynn: The accent 
was Australian. Broad." 

Tony showed the young reporter 
some of the swords and explained the 
swords' special significance in tradition
rich Japan. Kamakuras's 13th century 
Shogunate witnessed the full birth 
of the martial culture called bushido: 
bushi meaning samurai, while do is the 
important Japanese word for "the way." 
Samurai families were respected as upper 
class, almost aristocracy, much higher 
in the social scale than artisans, farmers 
or merchants. Samurai had the right to 
carry a sword, which, in bushido culture, 
possessed a quasi-mystical symbolism 

and aura. The samurai 
carried his sword with 

pride and reverence 
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because the spirits of the ancestors were 
believed to reside in it. The samurai 
had the sacred duty to use the sword 
in faithful service of his liege lord, the 
daimyo. The ideograph for bushi is 
composed of the ideographs for military 
weapon and stop: the purpose of a sword 
is to stop an attacker rather than initiate 
an attack. 

In modern times, Japanese military 
officers went into battle wearing a 
samurai sword. They wore it with 
reverence, as it connoted the sacred 
Emperor and in some mystical way, the 
spirits of the ancestors. Tony explained all 
this to young Brigginshaw and therefore, 
if an Australian handed back the samurai 
sword he confiscated as a war trophy, it 
would be a very powerful gesture to the 
Japanese. It would be almost a "liturgy" 
of forgiving, of reconciling, of healing. 

Tony concluded: "Jim, there can be 
no lasting peace unless there is 

reconciliation between our two 
countries, and we heal those 

unseen wounds of war 
that eat away at us:' 

The young journalist 
listened as Tony explained 

the exhibition to visitors. Jiru 
writes: "My sneers became 
cheers in the article I wrote 
... I was all for him and 

his work. Then something 
extraordinary happened: I 
went back to the store the 
next day, my day off to 
speak with him again. It is 
not natural for newspaper 
reporters to go back for an 
unpaid chat in their own 
time. But this priest had 
really got to me. And I am 
not even a Catholic." 

After Tony Glynn 
died in December 1994, 
Japanese movie director 



Shigeki Chiba broughr out an award 
winning documentary, The Railroad of 
Love, an 84-minuce film on Tony's life. 
John Menadue AO. who had been the 
Australian Ambassador in Japan and had 
visited Ton�- a number of times, staying 
in his presbytery at Tomigaoka, speaks in 
the documentary of Tony's samurai sword 
campaign and the powerful impact the 
remrn of swords made on the Japanese. 

To make the symbolism even more 
telling, Tony sought out high-ranking 
Australian military officers who fought 
the Japanese in the Pacific War. He 
would ask them to open the arts and 
crafts exhibition and publicly hand back 
a sword. On most occasions the request 
was met with initial astonishment and 
anger: "What? Return my sword to those 
bastards!" In the ensuing discussion that 
sometimes went on for several hours, 
Tony would point out that the Japanese 
militarists had hijacked the nation and 
brainwashed Japanese soldiers into 
brutality. The normal Japanese, neither 
cruel nor barbaric, was powerless to 
resist the police state set up by the 
militarists and controlled by the ever
present Kempeitai, the Thought Police. 
If the argument was going nowhere, 
Tony would make an appeal that rarely 
failed: "What about your children and 
grandchildren? Do you want them to go 
to war some day against Japan and die 
fighting a senseless battle?" 

When a Queensland Rotary Club 
invited him to speak on reconciliation. he 
concluded the talk with an appeal for the 
return of Samurai swords. After Tony sat 
down, a tall man approached him, said 
he liked his spirit but could not agree 
with him. The man had been a major 
general .in the Australian Army fighting 
the Japanese in the Pacific. He had 
returned home with a samurai sword, "as 
a legitimate trophy of victory against a 
total.itarian nation." 

Tony told Jim Brigginshaw: "We had 
a three hour argument and I was sure 
I would win because he was obviously 
a good man. In the long run,-it was the 
future of children that decided tl1e issue." 

The scene is dramatically portrayed 
in The Raih·oad of Love. Tony Glynn 
is played by Anthony Field, the Blue 
Wiggle of 'The W iggles; the famous 
Australian song and dance group whose 
bubbling antics have charmed children, 
and their escorting grandparents, since 
the beginning of the 1990s. Well-known 
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Australian actors Chris Haywood and 
Susan Ryan take the roles of the major 
general and his wife. 

When the general finally tells his 
wife he is returning the sword she is 
hostile and says: "How can you forgive 
the Japanese after what they did to 
your men! They're animals and I'll have 
nothing to do with this nonsense, even 
if you do." For the second time that day 
the general found himself embroiled in 
an argument! He finally lost his patience 
completely: "You're trying to stop me 
doing something for the future of our 
children. For the first time in years, my 
heart feels cleansed!" 

Then, in the unmistakable tone he 
used in his Army days: "You clean the 
sword as your penance for hating the 
Japanese!" It was his sword and he had 
risked his life against the Japanese, so 
she capitulated. The next day they came 
to the church where Tony was staying. 
Quite humbly and with humour, they 
told him of their argument and handed 
over the sword. She said: "It was strange, 
the more I polished the sword, the more 
my heart changed. When the sword was 
clean I was a different person and I, too 
had forgiven the Japanese." 

Tony came into contact with a number 
of other military personnel during his 
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sword campaign. The most famous of 
these was the heroic and tragic major 
general, Gordon Bennett. Major Bennett 
landed with the celebrated Anzacs on the 
fatal shores of Gallipoli, April 25, 1915. 
He led men of the 6th Division up to the 
Lone Pine plateau that first day. In the 
late afternoon Bennett was hit by bullets 
in the shoulder and wrist and evacuated 
to a hospital ship. The very next day 
he "jumped ship," returned to the 
murderous fighting. was twice mentioned 
in despatches and was decorated with a 
CMG for bravery and leadership under 
fire. 

Months later, he was in the thick 
of trench warfare in Europe. On one 
occasion he crawled out into No Man's 
Land and rescued one of bis lieutenants 
who was wounded and enmeshed 
in barbed wire entanglements. That 
lieutenant, W.D. Joynt, went on ro win 
a Victoria Cross. During the rest of that 
horrendous fighting, slogging through 
never-ending fields of mud, Bennett 
was mentioned in despatches 6 times, 
awarded a Companion of the Bath medal 
and promoted to brigadier general aged 
only 29, the youngest general in the 
Australian Army. 

In 1937 he published a series of 
articles in a Sydney newspaper, The

Sunday Sun severely criticising both 
Australia's lack of preparedness for war 
and the self-serving behaviour of some 
high-ranking officers in the Australian 
Army. That stung officers like General 
Blarney and seems to be the cause of the 
later attacks on his character by General 
Blarney and other officers. 

When General Percival surrendered 
and General Yamashita's troops 
entered Singapore on February 15, 
1942, Lieutenant-General Bennett and 
several of his officers made a daring 
escape via sampan, launch and finally 
a Qantas plane, landing in Australia at 
the beginning of March. Some criticised 
him for deserting his men, but he was 
following the explicit orders of the 
Commander-in-Chief of British forces 
in Asia. Prime Minister Curtin publicly 
praised him for his daring escape. 

In April he was promoted to major 
general and put in charge of the 
defence of Western Australia, regarded 
as vulnerable to Japanese invasion. 
Later that year Bennett published Why 
Singapore Fel� criticising the leadership 
of General Percival. 
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T
ODAY the media is talking about Mohammed retook�Mecca .without any. 
Michael,Rubin., a resident-scl:lola( · bloodshed, and therefore GOien is imitating 
at the American Enterpr,ise Institute• .. the J:>rophet in his revolution. , • • ' "·

and edltcir·otthe' �Jfiddle East 'Qu,frierly: ,\): '" :using the Zaman 'news'pape'r/Gul'e'n'. 
beca'tise he re·cently publish·ed an artide · ·and his community reacted as us\:tal"to the' 
in 'ttl'e N-ational Review talking ilbout an· . comment and denied 'the truth, d'esc-rib1ng 
Islamic revolution in Turkey. He compares the appalling lack of intellectual curiosity 
Fethullah GOlen's revolution to th'at and rationality of the author .... the Zaman 
of Khomeini, whR !>taged a revolutio,ri newspaP,�r•s c�mmunity accused RtJ,�in of 
in Iran. He believes that GOien is like being an enemy of Turkey 'and of attempting 
Khomeini, yet Khomeini executed a third to destroy the Turkish government relying'on 

·, \' \ 
strategy to Khomeini's: "Three decades
ago 1 · the same phenomenon marked 

. ,the coverage of lr-an." During his brief 
stay in Paris in 1978, �homeini told ari 
Austrian television reporter, "I don't want 

. to be the leader of the Islamic Republic; 
I don't want to have the government or 
power in lny hands." 

Denial is part of GOlen's agenda 
as, he, coi:istantly denies that he has 
a movement or that he is advancing 
an ideological cause. His followers, 
however, are trained not to tell the truth 
but to keep the organization ·s secrets 
until they get enough power to assume 
control. If GOien does not have an class revolution wliile GOien ls carrying their usual'c:oiispitacy theory'. ' . .. 

out a frrst class· revdlu!T6fi. Khdmeihi's Sdme'"of �them 'go �•'ftfrtti�r accusing 
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i$ like Mohammed's conquest of Mecca:·, · mess1:1ge �y sa¥,ing. tha!'.G0len's 'mo'vement � 

.. , agenda, then why does he teach his 
followers about keeping secrets? 
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When he returned from e1<ile to his birth is expectiog an Islamic revo1ution in Turk.,ey. 
i;ilace with an army of 10,0_00 s0ldiers, , .. ,ln,-his aiti�le �u�in rightly fompares _his 

After the war, an angry Percival 
wrote to Australia's top general, Blarney, 
accusing Bennett of dereliction of duty. 
Blarney, still smarting from Bennett's 
1937 newspaper articles, was delighted. 
A court of enquiry found Bennett guilty, 
but this was met with angry protests from 
his men in the famous 8th Division. 

Bennett retired from the Army and 
became an orchardist at Glenorie, 
near Sydney. He continued writing and 
giving talks, which usually contained 
strong anti-Japanese sentiments. In 
1958 Tony arrived in '!weed Heads with 
the exhibition. He praised the Lord 
when he discovered that Bennett was 
holidaying in neighbouring Coolangatta! 
He immediately called on him and 
suggested he was the ideal man to open 
the Japanese exhibition! Bennett, not 
one bit happy at this invasion of his 
holiday privacy, was speechless for a few 
moments. Then he fired a broadside at 
the Japanese and at Tony! A heated 
argument began and lasted several hours! 
Finally, Tony's line on the future of the 
children and grandchildren won the day! 

Gordon Bennett opened the 
exhibition, to the huge surprise of his 
many friends and even his enemies. 
Post-war Bennett was an unhappy and 
uptight man because of the public attacks 
on his character by Percival and Blarney, 
which the majority of Australians thought 
grossly unfair. Up to his opening of the 
Tweed Heads exhibition of Japanese 
arts and crafts, he had voiced nothing 
but hostility for the Japanese. From the 
time of the Tweed Heads exhibition, the 
Australian media reported no more anti
Japanese fusillades from the old soldier. 
Tony felt very happy that the goodwill 

gifts from Nara citizens seemed to have 
brought a kind of peace to the heart of 
the gallant old soldier. 

Jim Brigginshaw concludes his chapter 
on Tony's sword campaign: "On the day 
after the general opened that exhibition, 
newspapers carried the Japan-hating 
general's speech in which he urged all 
Australians to forgive the Japanese and 
become friends. Coming from such a 
source, it created shock waves:" 

Extract from 'Like a Samurai; The Tony Glynn Story, 
by Paul Glynn, published 2008 by Marist Fathers 
Books. Father Paul and Father Tony Glynn both 
worked for many years as missionaries in post•war 
Japan. See page 24 of this issue for anotber extract 
from Father Paul's book about his remarkable 
brother. C-Opies of tbe book are available from Aid to 

the Church in Need, PO Box 6245 Blacktown DC NSW
2148 or info@aidtochurch.org for a donation to this 
Pontifical charity. 
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� Golen indoctrinates his followers by 
repeatedly reminding them, "Guarding 
secrets is the same as guarding one's 
chastity. The one who does not' keep 
the secrets does not guard his or her 
chastity." GOien instructs them not to 
tell the truth as part of their training on 
secrecy. He teaches his followers to 
know the truth but not to tell the truth, 
admonishing them with the principle, "It 
is your obligation to know the truth, but it 
is not good for you to tell the truth every 
time, everywhere, or about everything 
that you do." As part of his secrecy and 
ca,ution, GOien teaches his students to 
lie because Islam legitimizes lying for 
certain reasons. If you are at war, Islam 
permits you to lie to defeat the enemy, 
so he believes that since they are at war 
with non-Muslims, until they defeat the 
enemies, they should not reveal their 
secrets and can even lie. 

If this clandestine global ideology for 
ruling the world became known, it would 

.be alarming to all.citizens, because 
infiltration becomes more dangerous 
than invasion since it goes undetected 
until it is too late. He admonishes 
his followers, "You must move in the 
arteries of the systems without anyone 
noticing your existence, until you 
reach all the power centers when the 
conditions are ripe. If you do something 
prematurely, the world will crush 
your heads, and Muslims will suffer 
everywhere." He gives the examples of 
Pakistan, Algeria. and Egypt, among 
others. Further, he explains, "The time 
is not right yet; yo[J 'h)ust wait for the 
time when the community is complete 
and conditions are ripe until we can 
shoulder the world and carry it. You 
must wait until you determine that all the 
state's power in on your side; until then 
any step taken would be too early. Using 
an analogy, GOien says that prematurely 
revealing the plan would be like an egg 
not waiting the full 40 days to hatch; it 
would kill the chicken inside. 
- Exlract from a longer piece that appeared
in www.Kurdishaspecl.com Aland Mizell a 
Kurdish legal expert, is with lhe University of 
Texas at Dallas. He is mistaken in saying lhat 
Muhammad took Mecca withoul bloodshed. 
The Australian Catholic University on 
October 31 2007 announced that Dr Ismail 
Albayrak had been appointed to its Fethullah 
Gulen Chair in the Study of Islam. 
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How can Muslims oppose Shari'a, when 
the Archbishop of Canterbury seeks to implement it? 

SUPPORT FOR EXTREMISTS 

By MUHAMMAD 'ABD AL-MUTIALIB AL-HOUNI

LTHOUGH the demands announced 

by  t h e  bishop a r e  fa r fro m  

implementation in Europe the 

reverberations of these demands will

have a grave [impact] on the Islamic 

world. 

The Islamic world has been suffering from 

fundamentalist attacks on what is left of secular society 

in their countries. These fundamentalists want to 

implement a shari'a law that contravenes human rights, 

taking as their model and inspiration the seventh

century state [established by] the Prophet Muhammad 

in Medina. 

At present, these [fundamentalists] are picking fights 

with the secularists in Islamic countries, and their 

attitude is: 'How can you oppose shari'a law in your 

own countries when we see that the Anglican Church 

is seeking its implementation in Europe?' 

His message is wrong, and it is detrimental to all pleas 

for modernism and secularism in the Islamic world. 

Such [pleas] are weak enough as it is, overpowered 

as they are by the tsunami of Islamist extremists who 

accuse [those who voice] them of subordination [to 

the West], treason, and heresy. Such statements by 

some Anglican clerics are nothing less than support 

for the ideas of Islamist extremists, and are also an 

attempt to make fundamentalist religious thought 

triumph over secular thought in the Islamic countries. 

- Muhammad 'Abd AI-Muttalib Al-Houni in the Arab liberal e-journal 
Elaph, February 26, 2008. His comments apply across the religious 

spectrum to all Christians who through ignorance defend an Islam that 
many Muslims themselves find intolerable. 
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BOOK REVIEW 

Reminding all ef us> 
laity and priests

> that the Liturgy ef the Mass is meant to he Beautiful 

THIS IS THE MASS 

HERE W ILL b e  
numerous pictorial 
books published after 
the World Youth Day 
in Sydney. It may be 
surprising to find here 
a book published even 

before the event. Yet it could be, and I 
hope will be, among the most important 
and enduring of the publications to 
come. 

As to be expected, the book contains 
several photos of Sydney's symbols: 
the Harbour Bridge, the Opera House, 
Centrepoint and St Mary's Cathedral 
itself. These form an appendix and 
help give the context of World Youth 
Day. But for this book, the real centre 
of World Youth Day is the Mass, which 
may also come as a surprise to many. 

Excellent photos of each part of the 
Mass have a commentary by the Sydney 
Liturgy Office. In his foreword, Cardinal 
Pell does not exaggerate in describing 
this as "learned and lucid" and I think 
few would dispute his claim that it 
is also "the latest and most thorough 
general commentary since Vatican II". 
Each photo is accompanied by a brief 
quotation from St Augustine and 
another from The General Introduction to

the Roman Missal. There are also photos 
and descriptions of Mass vestments, 
liturgical colours, sacred vessels and 
the main items on the sanctuary: altar, 
ambo, chair and tabernacle. 

The above list will probably give an 
impression of an off-putting textbook. 
One only needs to glance inside Tltis 
is the Mass to realize that is certainly 
not the case. A team of gifted people 
has worked together and produced 
a volume that by its beauty and 
professionalism quickly draws a reader 
to observe, to read and to enjoy its 
content. The photography and design 
by Bob Armstrong, with additional 
photography by Michael Armstrong, 
is top quality, usually in full page. The 

Reviewed by DENNIS MURPHY MSC

This is the Mass, Special Souvenir 

Edition, World Youth Day 08 

By the Liturgy Office of the 

Archdiocese of Sydney. 

RRP $40 Available from 
The Catholic Weekly Office. 

Mass celebrant is Cardinal Pell and the 
place St Mary's Cathedral. 

Judging from World Youth Days in 
other countries, participants w.ill have 
many things to remember. Sharing 
experiences with young Catholics from 
different countries will be memorable. 
The immense gathering will certainly 
give a unique experience of many 
aspects of Church life. There will even 
be many forms of entertainment. So 
why concentrate exclusively on the 
Mass when so many other things will be 
happening? 

In the period after Vatican Council 
II a large number of young people (and 
the not so young) have drifted away 
from attendance at Mass. There is no 
one simple explanation for this; but 
the fact remains that when priests and 
educators in the faith rightly stressed 
after the Council that more is expected 
of a Catholic than simply going to 
Sunday Mass, they never suspected that 
this would deteriorate into a belief that 
the Mass was an optional extra. 

The essential connection between 
the Eucharist and the Church was a 
common teaching among the early 
Fathers. They remind us that we cannot 
appropriately understand the Church 
if we do not fully understand the 
Eucharist; and we carn1ot appropriately 
understand the Eucharist without 
fully understanding the Church. The 
Eucharist and the Church belong 
inseparably toget�er. The linchpin is 

Let Faith 

Reassure You 

D
O NOT THEN regard the bread and wine as nothing but 

bread and wine, for they are the body and blood of Christ 

as the Master himself has proclaimed. Though your senses 

suggest otherwise, let faith reassure you. You have been taught 

and fully instructed that what seems to be bread is not bread, 

though it appears to be such to the sense of taste, but the Body 

of Christ; that what seems to be wine is not wine, though the 

taste would have it so, but the Blood of Christ. ... Strengthen 

your heart by partaking of that spiritual bread, and gladden the 

face of your soul. May you unveil it with conscience undefiled 

and reflect the glory of the Lord and pass from glory to glory, in 

Christ Jesus our Lord. To him be honour, power and glory for 

ever and ever. Amen. 

• St Cyril of Jerusalem, 315-386 AD, 'Instructions to the newly-baptised at 

Jerusalem,' Myst. 4.3-6.9. From The Roman Breviary, Friday in the Octave of 

Easter, Office of Matins, second reading. 
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ANNALS CROSSWORD No. 56 

ACROSS CLUES 

I. Highest male singing voice (4) 
3. An informal name for American football (8) 
9. Vomited (7) 
10. Brief and to the point (7) 
11. Large spider; a trainer of hounds (8) 
12. Tak� ( something) without permission (6) 
13. He led the Israelites out of Egypt (S) 
l 4. Business leader (9) 
16. Woodworker, such as Jesus' father (9) 
18. Capital of Tibet (5) 
21. Sugary fluid collected by bees (6) 
22. 'lreated wastepaper, used plastic etc, and put 

to further use (8) · 
24. Evading (7) 
25. Keep score (5) 
26. A place where the dead are buried (8) 
27. Notion (4) 

DOWN CLUES 

l. Fa1her of Isaac (7) 
2. Lockjaw (7) 
3. A person who stands sponsor to another at 

baptism (9) 
4. 0.0254 of a mcu-c; an Irish or Scottish 

island (4)
S. Founder of the Jesuits (8,7)

God's active presence in human history 
and in tbe material world in whicb we 
live; this one God is Father, Son and 
Spirit. And we find the entrance point 
into that mystery in the life, death and 
resurrection of the incarnate Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. That presence forms 
the Church; that same presence forms 
the Eucharist. 

The connection between the 
Eucharist and the Church ceased for 
some centuries to be a major theme 
in theology; however, within the 

6. The art of paper folding (7) 
7. Blood I.hat does not contain the RR 

factor (6,8)
8. Name of legendary Scouish monster (6) 
15. Sincerely (9) 
16. Container for burn.ing incense; thurible (6) 
17. Anchorite (7) 
19. Relieved (pain, grief ctc) (7) 
20. Principality lying between France and 

Spain (7) 
23. Malarial fever (4)

SOLUTION TO NO. 55 

OBrianO'Neill'lflJl 

practice of Catholics it continued in 
the recognition of the 'necessity' of the 
Mass. Law played a part in this, at times 
in an unhealthy way, but more basic 
was the acceptance that the Mass was 
an essential part of one's identity as a 
Catholic. Extraordinary examples of this 
are found in times of persecution, even 
in modern times, when people have 
been ready to risk their livelihood and 
their life itself for the sake of the Mass. 

The beautiful photos in This is 

the Mass put before us one by one 
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its symbols and signs; and the texts 
explain them historically, theologically, 
aesthetically. Each of those adverbs is 
important. Perhaps one of the reasons 
for lack of appreciation for the Mass is 
that many have neglected that it is a 
'rite', or even worse have rejected the 
significance of rites even though they 
form an important part of everyday 
life: Anzac Day, graduation ceremonies, 
sports events etc. A rite is like a musical 
composition. Performing it is not simply 
a matter of repeating the required notes; 
much less is it a matter of creating new 
ones; it is a personal challenge to each 
musician to bring them to life so that 
the composition, not the musician, 
comes across to others in all its beauty. 

Certainly we have to bring into the 
presence of God what we do - our 
contribution. But the Mass is above all 
a matter of coming with gratitude into 
the presence of what God has done, is 
doing, and will do for us. Participation 
in a rite has a variety of forms and 
levels. Basically, it requires that we are 
sensitive to and open to the signs it uses. 
Certainly, we have to bring to the Mass 
the realities of our present life and its 
needs, but the rite of the Mass puts them 
into a tradition with a universal outlook 
that helps us experience the present in 
a wider context of our Christian faith 
which embraces both heaven and earth 
- past, present and future. 

P ictorial books like Tliis is the Mass

are usually for browsing. That is not a 
disadvantage even in this case where 
the complete text has so much to offer. 
All things, and this includes the Mass, 
tend with time to fall into routine. The 
temptation is to get over this by giving 
up the practice, whereas contact again 
with any section of a book like this will 
often throw light on the whole and 
reawaken interest. 

It is to be hoped that This is the Mass

will enter widely into Catholic homes. 
The text alone ,viii make it a valuable 
resource book in faith education, 
seminaries, presbyteries and religious 
houses. The photos will remind all of 
us, both laity and priests, that what we 
do in the Mass is meant to be beautiful. 

FATii£R DENNIS MURPHY, MSC is a graduate of the 
Biblicum in Rome. He taught Scripture for many 
years in Australio.n seminaries. He was for six years 
Provincial Superior of the Australian Province 
of the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart, and for 
twelve years Assistant General of the Order, based 
in Rome. He is now stationed in India. 



lumping to conclusions 

THE USUAL 

SUSPECTS 

rr------1 WO little boys, ages 8 and 10, 
were excessively mischievous. They 
were always getting into trouble 
and their parents knew all about 
it. If any mischief occurred in their 
town, the two boys were probably 

-:..:&-=� involved. The boys' mother heard 
that a preacher in town had been successful in 
disciplining children, so she asked if he would 
speak with her boys. 

The preacher agreed, but he asked to see them 
individually. The mother sent the 8 year old first, 
in the morning, with the older boy to see the 
preacher in the afternoon. The preacher, a huge 
man with a deep booming voice, sat the younger 

boy down and asked him sternly, "Do you know 
where God is, son?" 

The boy's mouth dropped open, but he made 
no response, sitting there wide eyed and his 
mouth hanging open. So the preacher repeated the 
question in an even sterner tone, "Where is God?" 
Again, the boy made no attempt to answer. The 
preacher raised his voice even more and shook his 
finger in the boy's face and bellowed, "Where is 
God?" 

The boy screamed and bolted from the room, 
ran directly home and dove into his closet, 
slamming the door behind him. When his older 
brother found him in the closet, he asked, "What 
happened?" The younger brother, gasping for 
breath, replied, "'We are in BIG trouble this time." 
"God is missine;, and they think we did it!" 

- Anonymous: conu·ibuted by Father Brian Rosser, MSC
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WORLD YOUTH DAY 

The ABC and The Sydney Morning .Herald try to gi,ve bigotry a Good Name 

MEDIA FLAGSHIPS 

OUT OF THEIR DEPTH 

HATEVER 
happened to our 
much vaunted 

• Australian sense
of a 'fair go'? In
popular mythology

--w..-�-.!11"1• the bullockies, 
shearers and swaggies took this quality 
to heart. Many of their descendants, 
however, for all their hi-tech sk.ills, 
seem to be warmly embracing a spirit 
of intolerance and unfairness. 

Old-fashioned anti-Catholic bigotry 
- allegedly absent from Australia in
mainstream society these days - has
been updated in certain media. A new
generation version of no-holds-barred
anti-Catholicism has been downloaded,
and the result is far from pretty.

The absence of a 'fair go' oozed 
from TV screens and some columnists' 
words over the past weeks as we 
prepared for World Youth Day and the 
visit of Pope Benedict XVI. 

Australians of every and no religious 
hue have been treated to a barrage of 
almost incessant accusations against the 
Catholic Church on the part of both 
public and private media organizations. 

In the light of insulting and 
patromzing references to Pope, 
Cardinal, Bishops and the Catholic 
Church in general, Catholics could be 
forgiven for seeing themselves and 
their faith subjected to public assaults 
that began in this country when official 
requests for a Catholic chaplain for the 
Catholic convicts sent out in the first 
fleet in 1788 were denied by a hostile 
British bureaucracy. 

George Cardinal Pell, Archbishop 
of Sydney, had his character impugned 
only a few days before Pope Benedict 
reached these shores. As a friend said 
to me a few nights ago, 'The Cardinal 
has certainly earned his red hat: 
referring to the tradition that cardinal 

By Paul Stenhouse MSC, Ph.D 

red symbolizes the shedding of blood 
for the Faith. 

The publicly funded and once 
venerable ABC and The Sydney 
Morning Herald, the oldest newspaper 
in Australia - prototypes, these days, 
of Australian media with serious bias -
have run up their true colours, playing 
every last dirty trick in their extensive 
repertoires, sparing no effort or 
expense in an attempt to prove ... what? 

The recent barrage of innuendo 
emanating from these media, was 

Self Interest 
The Bane of 
Democracy 

L
EFT to 
modern 

themselves, 
demo.cratic 

institutions are apt to become 

the tools of sordid and selfish 
interests. In fact the more 
elaborate is the machinery 
designed to safeguard the 
rights of the electorate, 
the more opportunities are 
afforded to the astute and 
unscrupulous party manager 
to manipulate the system for 
his own ends. This is what 
has done so much to discredit 
parliamentary government 
on the Continent, while in the 

United States the absence of 
political leadership has been 
responsible for the reign of 
the political boss and the 
immunity of the professional 
criminal. 
- Christopher Dawson, Religion and the 
Modem State, London, Sheed and Ward, 

1935, pp. 40-41. 
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allegedly inspired by concern for 
justice for the victims of an abuser who 
also happens to have been a Catholic 
priest. His personal sexual problems 
and alleged behaviour have been made 
the fare of Australians who watch TV 
or read newspapers or listen to radio, 
over the past weeks. 

That these victims, and indeed all 
victims, deserve our sympathy, our help, 
and especially our prayers, is denied by 
no one. It is certainly not denied by the 
Pope or by Cardinal Pell. 

According to ABC's Lateline Sydney's 
Catholic Archbishop 'misled a man 
who complained of being abused by a 
Sydney priest'. 

That mistakes were made in 
handling the man's complaint is clear 
and the Cardinal admitted this but the 
tone of the programme and subsequent 
ABC reports implied that the Cardinal 
deliberately misled the victim. This the 
Cardinal denied. 

No one is fooled by the ABC's, or 
the Herald's crocodile tears for victims; 
or their self-righteous outrage at 
alleged indifference to the victims on 
the pa.rt of Church authorities. 

The ABC and the Herald typify 
the sorts of media that tell you that 
violence, explicit sex, pornography, 
scenes of pack-rape or terrorism shown 
on TV or described in detail on radio 
or in the print media, have no proven 
harmful effects on viewers or .readers 
or on society in general. 

They typify the sorts of media that 
will insist that photographs of naked 
six-year-old girls are 'artistic; while 
deploring sexual crimes. 

No wonder we are surprised to see 
them lamenting the loss of childhood 
innocence at the hands of sexually 
disturbed people in positions of trust, 
acting [though this is never mentioned] 
with blatant disregard for the well-



known teachings of the Catholic 
Church. 

On a daily basis the ABC, the 
Herald and other media of their ilk 
are churning out their own victims. 
They blithely destroy the innocence of 
countless viewers, readers and listeners 
- young and old alike - by their
financially/ ideologically-motivated
verbal and video images of explicit
sexuality and violence. 

Yet, despite the presence of a Broken 
Rites spokesman demanding apologies 
from the Pope, and despite Anthony 
Jones' admitting 'It's good timing, if I'm 
honest,' what we have seen unfolding 
over the past few days has had little 
to do with praiseworthy caring by the 
media about victims, especially young 
victims, of sexual abuse. 

The hunt is on. The hunters have 
picked up _the scent - and the prey is 
not just Sydney's Cardinal Archbishop 
whom no rational person could believe 
to be uncaring. The prey is the usual 
target: the Catholic Church, its Pope 
and its World Day of Youth. 

There is not much to pick between 
the Herald's anti-Catholic insinuations 
and an advertisement that appeared 
elsewhere labelling the Catholic Church 
the 'Antichrist system' which, readers 
are assured, the bible reveals will be 
part of'a reconstituted Roman Empire'. 

The Pope - dubbed recently by 
another segment of the Australian 
lunatic fringe as 'The Last European 
Dictator - has dared to come to a 21st 
century Australia that cynics would 
have us believe has shrugged off the 
last vestiges of Christian culture and 
faith and has no respect for the See of 
Peter. 

That the cynjcs are wrong remains 
for future generations to marvel at. 
That the ABC and the Herald through 
the timing and tone of their attacks on 
the Church have abused their position 
of trust will also become evident with 
the passing of time. 

It was his Australian Catholic flock 
that first invited the Vicar of Christ 
to these shores. I don't doubt that 
his presence and that of the Catholic 
pilgrims in their tens of thousands 
from more than 177 countries 
amongst us, will bring blessings on all 
Australians, including the ABC and the 
Herald. 

The latter seems always to have 

No Longer 

Catholics in Fact 

I
F the meaning, and the reasonableness, of the fundamental 

truths of religion cease to be explained and taught, 

opportune, importune; 1 and if a time comes when, on all 

sides, these truths are criticised and attacked; and if then 

no answer is made to the criticisms by the officials charged, 

above all else, with the defence of the truth - the bishops -

and no defence is offered against the attack; if, against the 

heretics, the official defenders of the Catholic faith are dumb, 

whether through fear of the consequences, or through lack 

of appropriate knowledge, or through failure to understand 

the life of the time and its needs; then Catholicism, in such a 

place and time, if these conditions endure for long, is doomed. 

Far too many of those who once called themselves Catholics 

will cease, in the end, to be such in fact; whether they have 

aggregated themselves to other religious bodies or not. It is 

more and more custom, routine, personal preference, that 

will in reality be determining their religious life, and not faith 

- the faith which has ceased to be preached to them, which

perhaps was never preached to them as by its nature it needs

to be preached, and which now, for all their lifetime, has been

obscured by persistent, persuasive, and congenially human

propaganda that contradicts the faith.

- Philip Hughes, The Reformation in England, London. Burns and Oates, 1962. 
'A Catholic Queen,' p.188. 

1. 'in season and out of season'. 

have a streak of cynicism and anti
Catholicism running through it. 

John Farrell, the Argentinian
born newspaperman later to become 
editor of The Telegraph, and my great
grandfather, wrote a poem in The 
Bulletin ('Vae Victis' July 19, 1884) in 
which he described a Job-like figure 
who smiled and laughed his way 
through every conceivable disaster. He 
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was like this until, in the last stanza, he 
went to work for an undertaker and 
never smiled again. To friends who 
asked him why he lost his optimistic 
view of life he replied: 

'You ask me, I'll explain: 
'I read The Sydney Morning 
Herald through 
'And couldn't smile again'. 
G.K.Chesterton, no stranger to anti-

Catholicism at its most vic.ious, puts 
it in a context that may make it more 
understandable for those who suffer 
from it. 

He tells us how strong is the 
temptation to be unjust to the Catholic 
Church. 'The moment men cease to 
pull against it, they feel a tug towards 
it. The moment they cease to shout it 
down, they begin to listen to it with 
pleasure.'1 

l. TI1e Catholic Church and Conversion. London.. Burns 
Oates & w.,hbot1rne, 1927, p.62. 



BOOK REVIEW 

Policy Elites and Bellicose Miscalculations

WARS OF CHOICE 

HE subtitle of this 
b o o k  s u c c i n c t l y  
e n c o m p a s s es i t s  
narrat ive .  At  the 
o p e n i n g  of the
twentieth century, let 
us say, when in 1911

Winston Churchill beca,ue part of 
the Inner Cabinet as First Lord, the 
sun never set on the British Empire. 
In 1955 when Churchill relinquished 
office to Anthony Eden, all was lost 
save honor. India was gone, Egypt and 
the Canal were gone, all the colonies 
in Asia and Africa were going. Britain 
itself was in an austerity mode. The 
long and brilliant career of Churchill, 
Buchannan shows, coincided precisely 
with the decline and fall of Britain as a 
world power. 

The twentieth century in hindsight 
proved not to be the British Century 
but the American Century. Buchanan 
lays much of the blame on Churchill 
himself. It was Churchill, he claims, 
who was the most bellicose champion 
of British entry into the European war 
of 1914 and the German-Polish war of 
1939. 

Historians, of course, view the 
two wars as phases of one Great War, 
1914-18 and 1939-45. To "stop Hitler," 
Britain gave a war guarantee to Poland. 
To honor it, Britain was obliged within 
months to declare war. Buchanan insists 
that both World Wars were unnecessary, 
wars of choice that could have be 
avoided. Lloyd George admitted the 
Britain needlessly blundered in World 
War I. 

Churchill himself said that there 
never was a war more easily stopped 
than World War II. Buchanan agrees 
with Jacques Barzun's judgment that 
the war that began in 1914 was "the 
blow that hurled the modern world on 
its course of self-destruction'.' 

Buchanan's focus on Britain 1s 
deliberate: "Of all the empires of 

Reviewed by JUDE P. DOUGHERTY 

Patrick Buchanan. Churchill, Hitler 

and the unnecessary War; How Britain 

Lost its Empire and the West Lost the 

World. New York: Crown Publishers, 
2008. pp. xxi + 501 

modernity, the British Empire was the 
greatest since Rome, encompassing a 
fourth of the earth's surface and people. 
Out of her womb came America, 
Canada, Australia, New Zealand and 
Ireland, five of the finest, freest lands 
on earth." At the beginning of the 

Leadership 
Dynamics 

T
HE RESISTANCE to a boss
who is brought in from outside 

can be considerable. He is bound 
to be considered a poor leader by 
contrast with the departed paragon, 
and every change he makes will be 
considered a change for the worse 
since it requires a considerable 
imagination to conceive that the 
hallowed practices of ten or twenty 
years' standing may be unnecessary 
or out of date or wrong. All those 
who hoped and expected to step 
into his predecessor's shoes will 
be violently antagonistic to the man 
who has robbed them of their rightful 
inheritance, and the whole firm will 
feel slighted by the implication that 
no one within it is good enough to 
run it. Such resistance may not deter 
a young Napoleon, but not all leaders 
are Napoleons, and if he is unwise 
enough to come alone it could 
well prove decisive. A single man 
invited in to lead an organisation in 
which most of the senior executives 
want him to fail is embarking on as 
demanding a task as you can find. 

- Antony Jay, Management and 
Machiavelli, Hodder and Stoughton, 

1967, pp.151-152. 
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twentieth century Britain was at the 
zenith of her power, but like all empires, 
the British Empire was one day fated to 
fall. Once Jefferson's idea, 'All men are 
created equal; was wedded to Wilson's 
idea that "All people are entitled to self
determination:' caught hold, Britain was 
forced to yield her colonies. 

American leaders in the post war 
period were much wiser than European 
leaders of the early decades of the 
twentieth century. In 1948 Thuman did 
not see in Czechoslovakia an issue that 
justified war. W hen the East Germans 
rose in l 953, and the Hungarians in 
1956, Eisenhower declined to act. 
When Khrushchev built the Berlin Wall, 
Kennedy called up the reserves but 
dismissed them after a year. The airlift 
had its desired effect. In the missile 
crisis of 1962, Kennedy cut a secret 
deal to take missiles out of Turkey for 
Khrushchev's taking Russian missiles 
out of Cuba. When the Prague Spring 
was crushed, United States inaction was 
not due to cowardice but due to cold 
calculation as how many lives were worth 
risking in a war with the Soviet Union. 

Buchanan's weaves together a 
number of these narratives to make the 
point: "With the end of the Cold War 
in 1989 and the collapse of the Soviet 
Union in 1991, America was at her 
apogee. All the great European nations 
- Britain, France, Germany, and Italy -
were U.S. allies, as were Turkey, Israel,
Saudi Arabia and Egypt in the Middle
East."

The geo-political scene was to change 
rapidly. After 9/11 the neoconservatives 
seized the moment to persuade an 
untutored president to bring down 
Saddam Hussein, liberate Iraq, establish 
a strategic position flanking Iran and 
Syria, and democratize the Middle East 
and the Islamic world. As a result, in 
Buchanan's judgment, the U.S. is today 
as overextended as the British Empire 
was in 1939 and as liable to failure. 



Given that our foreign policy elites, 
with the aid of a complicit media, 
advocate yet another war of choice, a 
war with a country that is of no threat 
to our national security, Buchanan 
fears that, if they succeed, the nation 
is headed for disaster. We are a super
power past her prime, he believes, and 
one with enemies everywhere. 

It must he said that in spite of 
seventy-five pages of documentation, 
Buchanan is not an academic historian, 
but then he is not a mere journalist 
either. He has a Toynbee like grasp of 
the particular, a sweeping historical 
consciousness reminiscent of that of the 
cultural historian, Christopher Dawson, 
but one always colored by Toynbee's 
pessinristic outlook. 

Buchanan's perspective is global; 
he fears not simply for his country but 
for the future of the West as a whole. 
"Having lost the will to rule;' he writes, 
"Western man seems to be losing the 
will to live as a unique civilization. 
When the twentieth century opened, 
the West was everywhere supreme ... 
Somewhere in the last century, Western 
man suffered a catastrophic loss of faith, 
in himself, in his civilization, and in the 
Faith that gave it birth." 

What happened? Any answer is 
bound to be complex, and Buchanan 
does not pretend to offer the full 
story. In speaking of our foreign 
entanglements, he is forceful. He is 
convinced chat our foreign policy 
elites regard defiance anywhere of U. 
S. hegemony, regard any resistance to
U.S. power, as an invitation to another
1938. Every adversary thus becomes
a "new Hitler:' every proposal to avert
war "another Munich."

Buchanan believes that after 9/ 11 
this mindset helped persuade an 
innocent president that the liberation 
of Iraq from Saddam would be like the 
liberation of Europe from Hitler. Our 
policy elites have led us to our present 
calamity, and Buchanan is convinced 
that if they are not confronted, they are 
likely to produce another disastrous 
war, perhaps greater than that of the 
Great War. 
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MODERN ART AND CULTURE 

Questions that are too seldom asked 

THE MEANING OF MODERN 

ROM his undergraduate 
days onwards much 
of the professional life 
of my late father was 
intimately concerned 
with the meaning and 
origin of words. 

Unsurprisingly, in view of this, 
the job he enjoyed most was his last: 
principal reader for the Complete 
Oxford English Dictionary. In his day 
this comprised 13 weighty volumes. 

Since these habitually occupied 
the top shelf of a tall bookcase in my 
childhood home, their weight impressed 
itself on me particularly since I was 
often sent, from an early age, to look 
up meanings and spellings for myself. A 
danger always existed of pulling down 
several volumes at once. 

Although my own professional 
leanings have tended toward the visual 
arts and art criticism, my background 
helped alert me to the extent that 
use and misuse of language can have 
influences we could never have foreseen. 

Consider, for a moment, the adjective 
'modern'. 

Although this is a word which is very 
widely used in a variety of contexts, 
the way it is commonly used in relation 
to the arts carries easily overlooked 
dangers. 

While 'modern' is often used 
interchangeably with 'contemporary' in 
the visual arts, a lurking problem exists 
with the word 'modern' in that it has 
two distinct if related meanings. 

Usually these are presented in 
reputable dictionaries in the following 
way (i) of the present or recent times and 
(ii) newfashioned not antiquated

In short, while the first meaning
relates solely to time - e.g. the last 100 
years - the second relates just as clearly 
to style and attitude. 

In a talk I gave in 1994 at the 
Art Gallery of New South Wales, I 
challenged a predominantly art-world 

By Giles Auty 

audience to say which meaning they 
thought applied more generally in 
artistic contexts. 

If you have followed the argument 
thus far, I hope you will not suspect 
me of semantic nit-picking. What I 
am suggesting, in fact, is that lack of 
appropriate intellectual vigilance has 
landed us with artistic consequences 
that are impossible to overstate. 

What I contend, in  short, is that 
the description 'modern' as used in 
contexts such as museums of modern 
art or modern collections has somehow 
managed to collect to itself the second 
or 'wrong' meaning of the word and 
that this undesirable association has, by 
now, become more or less universally 
accepted. 

The consequences for visual art 
are that it has become commonly 
judged now by its degree of radicalism 
as though this were an automatic 
indication of its virtue or quality. What 
we have come to endorse, in fact, is the 
age-old fallacy that change per se is 
inevitably for the better rather than for 
the worse. This is a dangerous doctrine, 
the follies of which are attested to by 

storerooms full of once fashionable junk 
which live on to embarrass Australia's 
state and national galleries and the staff 
who selected it 

Radicalism in any art form is only 
one of the propelling impulses. For 
many artists of all kinds the urge to 
build on history rather than break with 
it is at least equally strong. 

For convenience we could label the 
latter impulse as continuous rather than 
radical. 

A moment's thought here will 
probably cause you to reflect that 
Catholic Christianity is inevitably part 
of a continuous ralher than radical 
tradition. Clearly 'conservatism' in 
ecclesiastical no less than artistic affairs 
prizes continuity especially. 

Unfortunately a further factor makes 
its influence felt here which relates once 
again to sloppy or deliberate misuse of 
language and meaning. 

In art as in advertising, say, or 
political 'spin' much of the use of 
language has, by now, become largely 
rhetorical. 

For instance, by the simple ruse of 
attempting to label change and mere 

Intelligible 
Government 

T
HE best reason why Monarchy is a strong government is that it
is an intelligible government. The mass of mankind understand 

it, and they hardly anywhere in the world understand any other. It is 
often said that men are ruled by their imaginations; but it would be 
truer to say they are governed by the weakness of their imaginations. 

The nature of a constitution, the action of an assembly, the play 
of parties, the unseen formation of a guiding opinion, are complex 
facts, difficult to know and easy to mistake. But the action of a single 
will, the fiat of a single mind, are easy ideas: anybody can make 
them out, and no one can ever forget them." 

• Walter Bagehot, The English Constitution, 
1873 ed. eh.II, p.61 
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ANNALS CROSSWORD No. 57 

ACROSS CLUES 

8. Religious event celebrated every four years by
young people and the Pope (5,5,3)

9. Motor (6)
I 0. Heavy cotton or linen fabric used in

furnishing (8) 
11. Chicanery (6) 
14. Coastal eels, marked with brilliant colours (6) 
17. Rodent (3) 
18. Dash (4) 
19. A patron saint of France; a type of swallow (6) 
21. Send out; supplied (stamps) (6) 
22. Italian town noted for its sparkling wine (4) 
23. Small social insect (3) 
24. One who has achieved a state of perfect 

enlightenment, according to a religion of 
lndia (6) 

27. Break free from confinement (6) 
30. An alkaloid in tobacco (8) 
3 I. Sad or dull; dismal (6)
32. Put too high a value on (13) 

DOWN CLUES 

l. A sudden b,1ef siahbing pain (6) 
2. Reach a destination (6) 
3. foactive (4) 
4. Be in accord (6) 
5. Cont.our on a body that offers least resistance

to ai.r flowing a1'Qund it (J 0)
6. Postpones (8) 

novelty as 'progress' avant-garde artists 
and their apologists attempt to make an 
unwarranted and purely rhetorical link 
between art and the genuine advances 
which occur largely in technological 
fields: in aeronautical engineering, say, 
or the medical sciences. 

What is attempted, in essence, is 
rhetorical sleight-of-hand because, 
unlike the sciences, the arts have never 
been judged by their technological 
effectiveness. Instead, they are supposed 
to nourish and expand the human spirit 
and encourage its higher aspirations. 

1b my mind, JS. Bach and Benjamin 
Britten, say, fulfilled this brief more 

7. Host city (in 2008) of 8 across (6) 
I I. To disband, as troops etc (5) 
12. Hibernian (5) 
J 3. Teased (I 0) 
l 5. Kilns for drying hops (5) 
16. Edge along (5) 
20. larvae of frogs (8) 
25. Harmony (6) 
26. Carnival (6) 
28. Bcget (6) 
29. Ceremonial march (6) 
31. An American ten cent coin (4) 

SOLUTION TO NO. 56 

0 Brian O'Neill 2<XJI 

effectively than Pierre Boulez or 
John Cage yet the latter are revered 
still in avant-garde circles for their 

Thanks 
to all our advertisers for their 

generous support. Special thanks 
to Alan David, Digital Graphic 

Communication, to Brian and Garry 
Boyd of Paynrer Dixon Constructions 
Pty Ltd, and DYOB Vimturc.r, Pty Ltd, 

and to John David, of 
The Davids Group. 

Please pray for all our benefactors.

- Edito1: Annals Ausrral.as-ia.
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revolutionary formal approaches. Where 
such approaches ultimately lead remains 
open to a question which is asked too 
seldom. 

Most of us are accust0med by now 
t0 reading regular articles in the press 
which parade the latest manifestations 
of artistic radicalism which has long 
departed from the realms of reason. 
In today's The Australian, for instance, 
a prominent article relays the fact that 
the Duveen Galleries at Tate Britain 
are host to a non-stop relay of human 
runners who will 'perform' there for 
the next 4 months. The organising 
intelligence for this, Martin Creed, has 
been honoured already with a Turner 
Prize for another of his brainwaves The 
Lights Going on and eff whi eh portrayed 
literally that. 

Usually such events are described 
by their perpetrators as representing 
'evolution' or 'progress' but the veracity 
of this claim is vulnerable in Europe, at 
least, to simple processes of verification 
or otherwise. The immense riches 
of the Prado, Rijksmuseum, Uffizi, 
Hermitage, National Gallery in London 
and countless other treasure houses 
attest to times when the likes of Titian, 
Rembrandt, Velazquez, Goya, van Gogh 
and Matisse strode the pavements of 
our planet. 

Does idiocy genuinely represent 
evolution in this or any other important 
area of human activity? 

If we had insisted that museums of 
modern art and modern collections 
had adhered to the purely temporal 
meaning of the adjectives in their titles 
i.e. by showing the very best of the
art of the past 100 years irrespective of
its apparent allegiance to continuous or
radical traditions rather than showing
unwarranted partisanship for the
latter, such places would be not only
immeasurably richer and more diverse
but would have the further advantage
of not alienating the public which pays
for them to nearly the same extent.

Such a radical re-orientation would 
represent progress indeed. 

GILES AUTY was born in the UK and trained 
privately as a painter. He worked professionally as 
an artist for 20 years. Publication of his The Art of 
Self Deception swung his career towards criticism. 
He was art critic for The Spectator from 1984 to 
1995 when he became national correspondent 
for The Au.uralian. He now devotes himself to his 
original love - painting. 
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AUSTRALIAN HISTORY 

Father .Ton!/ Glynn SM, and reconcilingfonner enemies 

AN HEROIC JAPANESE SOLDIER 

ESIDES Japanese 
s w o r d s, m a n y 
servicemen had 
given Tony photos 
of Japanese wives, 
parents, children 
and sweethearts 

and also personal letters and papers 
found in the pockets of dead Japanese 
soldiers. It was slandard wartime 
policy to go through the pockets of 
the slain enemy in the hope of finding 
reports, maps or battle plans. I had a 
memorable experience of a returned 
war "trophy' 

In 1960 I came back to Australia 
from Japan ... and gave a number of 
Lalks on the theme that Fr Marsden 
and Tony had been pioneering -
reconciliation between Australia and 
Japan. 

Kindness 

Brooks no Delay 

E
ven the night must not
interrupt your work of pity. 

Do not say 'Go away and 
come back. I'll give it to you 
tomorrow. Nothing must come 
between your intention and 
your carrying out your act of 

kindness. 

Kindness is the only thing 
that does not admit of delay. 

- St Gregory Nazianzen )329-389 AD]
Or 14.38-40. 

After a talk at Cowra, a local grazier 
named Pat Rowe went home and 
relurned with a Japanese flag about 
40 ems square, with Japanese writing 
on the white borders. With obvious 
emotion, Pat cold me why he had the 
flag. He had been involved in jungle 
fighting between Wewak and Aitape, 
New Guinea, in March of 1944. A 

By Paul Glynn, SM 

Father Paul and Father Tony Glynn both 
worked for many years in post-war Japan. See 
page 10 of this issue for another extract from 
Father Paul's book about his remarkable bnother 
Like A Samurai The enthralling account of this 
Missionary life is available from Aid 10 the Church 
in Need. PO Box 6245 Blacktown DC NSW 2148 
or info@aidtochurch.org for a donation to this 
Pontifical charity. 

large force of Australian soldiers were 
pursuing a much smaller group of 
Japanese who were obviously very low 
on ammunition and supplies. A dozen 
or so Japanese machine gunners had 
dug in around a narrow gorge on the 
track, hoping to hold up the Australians 
while the main body escaped. They 
sent a hot lead greeting when the 
Australians appeared, killing a number, 
including Pat Rowe's dear mate. 

It was proving difficult to 
dislodge the Japanese so Pat and 
other volunteers climbed along the 
mountainside and got behind the 
Japanese. Pat killed one of the enemy 
gunners. He took the flag the Japanese 
had on his person as a symbol that he 
had avenged his friend's death. Pat 
Rowe said to me: "I've been thinking 
about that Japanese I killed. Now I 
realise he chose certain death so that 
his mates could live. Maybe you could 
find out Lhe identity of his family from 
the writing on t.he flag, and return it lo 
them:' 

Back in Japan, I showed the flag to 
an Asahi newspaper reporter. 'The name 
of the Shinto Shrine written on it, Kijin 
Meisha, pinpoinled a small farming area 
in Fukui PrefecLure. An Asahi journalist 
working in the area studied the names 
and soon located the slain soldier's 
father, a 70-year-old farmer named 
Kiyomat.su Tojo, who immediately 
took a train to meet me in the church 
at Yamato Takada. We held a prayer 
service for his son and afterwards the 
father clutched the flag to his breast. 
His soldier son was Corporal Sadao 
Tojo, his clwnan that is his eldest son, 
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Marakuni Takahara was shot down near 
Darwin in 1942, and was a prisoner of war 

in the Cowra Camp, NSW. He auended 
Father Tony Clynn's Reconciliation 

pilgrimages 10 Cowra and on May 31, 
1992 carried a wreath at the reconciliation 
ceremony at the site of the sinking of the 

Japanese midget submarine in Sydney 
harbour. 

who would have inherited the farm 
and carried on the family name. Now, 
knowing his son had died so that his 
friends might live, the teary father, still 
clutching the flag to his heart said that 
having the flag he died with would 
bring the family much comfort. 



REVIEW 

Pug£n: '[his £7ifluence} substant£ally changed the face of Br£ta£n� 

GOD'S ARCHITECT 

REEK VERSUS 
GOTHIC - porticoes 
and columns versus 
pinnacles and spires -
it was a struggle that 
could have gone either 
way, with the new 

.British Houses of Parliament (1835-47) 
being buiJt to resemble the Parthenon. 
But after Pugin entered the lists the 
issue was never in doubt. He had 
matchless energy; he tumed an idle taste 
for medieval. decor into buildings of 
religious conviction; and between about 
1830 until the 1880s the advocates 
of "pointed" architecture increasingly 
had their way. As Rosemary Hill says 
in her fine biography of A.W.N. Pugin, 
God's Architect, the growing influence 
he exercised in these years substantially 
changed the face of Britain. 

It needed changing - politically as 
well as architecturally. On the one hand 
was the tide of social discontent leading 
to the Reform Bill of J 832. On the other 
was the steady disfigurement of town 
and landscape produced by a headstrong 
and heedless industrialism. Of the two, 
Pugin was always more sensitive to the 
second. This was because he was the son 
of a French emigre publishing Examples

of Gotliic Arclzitecture, an illustrated 
series for which young Pugin regularly 
accompanied his parents from the age 
of six - visiting, studying, drawing, 
and soaking up the atmosphere of the 
greatest English cathedrals. 

Sir Kenneth Clark in The Gothic

Revival felt disinclined to dwell on 
Pugin's childhood: "At this period of 
their lives, it seems, men of talent are all 
much alike - the same solitary school
time, the same violence of temper, the 
same omens of a brilliant future". We 
know what he means. But Rosemary 
Hill properly gives Pugin's childhood 
more space. Only by understanding 
the profound impression left on him 
during his visits to Lincoln Cathedral 

By Roger Sandall 

God's Architect: Pugin and the 

Building of Romantic Britain 

By Rosemary Hill. (Allen Lane, 2007) 

and York Minster, planting "ideas and 
impressions that would last aU his life': 
can we understand both the passion 
of his vocation - and its limitations. 
For it is necessary to record that his 
enthusiasm for medieval buildings 
was combined with a hearty contempt 
for neo-classicaI Renaissance styles -
including the architecture of St. Peter's 
itself. Largely self-educated, he was 
never apprenticed to an architect, never 
studied architecture formally, and when 
in his teens he quit working for his 
father, his first encounter with the rest 
of the world was at Covent Garden. 

Stage-struck between the ages of 16 
and 20, Pugin became a valued scene
painter and designer, his greatest 
triumph corning (in Clark's words) 
when "bis correct and gorgeous scenery 
made a success of the opera Kenilworth"

- an adaptation that made much of
Kenilworth Castle. Rosemary Hill tells
us chat this was a time when "spectacle
was taking over from acting". At Covent
Garden Pugin befriended the workmen
at the theatre, many of them sailors
who "knew the ropes" both on deck
and in the flies, bought himself a boat,
and began the lifelong habit of wearing
self-designed clothing on the lines of a
seaman's rig. "God bless my soul; said
his father to a friend one day, "this
morning I met my boy Auguste in the
disguise of a common sailor, carrying on
his shoulder a tub of water which he had 
took from the pompe of St. Dunstan:' He 
had little money; at Covent Garden he 
sometimes slept in the boxes.

One might emphasize the connection 
between the theatrical and aesthetic 
ideals of the Gothic Revival, as the 
author of God's Architect does, writing 
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that "the art of illusion" was common to 
both. (She at one point describes Pugin 
at the age of 21 as "a stage designer and 
draughtsman with ambitions to be an 
architect.") Or one might contrastingly 
emphasize an important difference -
namely, that when Pugin turned from 
the theatre to serious religious building, 
it was in moral revulsion against the 
"lies" and "shams" of that same art of 
illusion. 

The second is more important. Sham 
rnins serving much the same function 
as stage decor had been built in the 
English countryside since 1746. Nature 
was required to be picturesque; and 
there was nothing more picturesque 
than ruins. Sham ruins were known as 
"follies" and they were combined with 
slightly more serious medieval pastiches 
such as modern castles well into the 
19th century. From all of this Pugin 
turned contemptuously away, resolved, 
as he wrote in various places, to restore 
true Christian architecture as it once had 
been. 

That would be difficult. What Pugin 
himself had in mind, and what his 
aristocratic patrons expected (some of 
whom had castles they wanted rebuilt), 
were often very different things. As 
much a work of history as of biography, 
God's Architect takes us through the 
'lractarians and the Oxford Movement, 
the Camden Society and Young 
England, a group Hill calls the Romantic 
Catholics represented by Kenelm Digby, 
the growing dissatisfaction within the 
Church of England and the growing 
number of those who would recant and 
join the Catholic Church - John Henry 
Newman among them. 

According to Rosemary Hill, when 
Pugin at the age of 21 launched his 
architectural crusade his sole idea of 
Catholicism was "the faith of England 
in the Middle Ages." He knew nothing 
about the modern Catholic Church: 



"The only Cathoiic he knew personally 
was Edward Willson, who was steeped 
in the same English antiquarian 
tradition and who had taught him to 
call the architecture of the Middle Ages 
'Catholic�' 

Willson led him to Henry Spelman 
and William Dugdale, and convinced 
him that the Reformation was a defining 
disaster in English history that wrecked 
the social and physical fabric of the 
Church and had been a "terrible blow" 
to the arts that "adorn and soften life?' 
Largely uneducated, with little sense of 
chronology, and not realizing that the 
Renaissance and "pagann neo-classicism 
came first, the English Reformation 
assumed in Pugin's mind a false 
importance in the history of architecture 
overall. In Hill's words, he believed 
that "everything had gone wrong at the 
Reformation and had been getting worse 
ever since." One had to go back there 
and start again. In a letter to a friend in 
1834, as he moved toward embracing 
Catholicism, Pugin wrote that (the style 
and spelling is his own): 

I can assure you after a most 
close & impartial investigation I feel 
perfectly convinced the roman Catholic 
church is the only true one - and the 
only one in which the grand & sublime 
style of church archjtecture can ever be 
restored - A very good chapel is now 
building in the north & when compleat 
I certainly think I shall recant. 

ln 1835 he did so, laconically 
remarking in his diary, "Finished 
alterations at Chapel received into Holy 
Catholic Church." 

Architects are always at the mercy 
of patrons. A man might aspire to 
build cathedrals (and with St Chad's, 
Birmingham., 1838-1841, Pugin created 
the first cathedral to be erected in 
England since Christopher Wren's 
St Paul's) but will the patron agree? 
Pugin was lucky to have the 16th Earl 
of Shrewsbury in his corner, a wealthy 
Catholic and a loyal supporter through 
the thick and thin of the architect's 
declining health. 

The Earl had inherited property 
valued at £347,511, and his initial 
requirement was that the Shrewsbury 
country seat of Alton Towers in 
Staffordshire be improved. His 
predecessor, the 15th Earl, had filled the 
gardens with Indian temples, Chinese 
pagodas, and a model of Stonehenge. 

St Giles's, Cheadle. One of the most famous and popular of Victorian churches, it epitomised 
Pugin's first mature style. 

The 16th Earl wanted none of that. 
Instead what he wanted were scenes 
from Ivanhoe, and Pugin worked at 
transforming Alton Towers for many 
years. More significantly, Shrewsbury 
funded what Hill describes as "one 
of the most admired and visited of all 
Victorian buildings." 

This was the church of St Giles in 
the little Staffordshire town of Cheadle. 
God's Architect has some fine illustrations, 
and these show why the church aroused 
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such admiration. No detail of ornament 
or fixture had been overlooked. Cardinal 
Newman described St Giles as "the most 
splendid building I ever saw ... enough 
to convert a person. The chapel is  on 
entering a blaze of light. I could not 
help saying to myself 'Porta Coelt' 

That is exactly how Pugin intended it 
to be seen and experienced. A full-blown 
work of high romantic art, Rosemary 
Hill writes that "For Pugin it marked 
the point, perhaps the first, certainly the 



last, where his religious and aesthetic 
ideals were seen to be equally fulfilled. 
It convinced architects and Catholics 
alike and it remains his best known and 
most loved building." From the stunning 
image of the interior reproduced as 
Colour Plate 14 one can see what she 
means, and also why Newman was so 
impressed. 

Among the visitors who came for 
the church's consecration in 1846 was 
Charles Barry, the architect appointed 
to design the new Houses of Parliament. 
Pugin's second most celebrated patron 
(if also his least remunerative connection 
in terms of pay received for hours 
laboriously spent), Barry's great work 
beside the Thames was almost finished, 
though few would ever know the extent 
of Pugin's contribution. This matter was 
later muddied by a bitter dispute that 
broke out between the two families, but 
the truth is roughly as follows: Without 
Pugin's mastery of medieval detail the 
Houses of Parliament and Big Ben itself 

taircase and wallpaper in Pugin's house at Ramsgate, The Grange, designed in 1844. He 
planned his house around a central staircase living hall, a daring idea in the 1840s which later 
became the characteristic feature of the English Arts and Crafts house. He also designed the 

wallpaper, incorporating his crest and motto. 
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St. Cilcs's, Cheadle.. completed in 1846. A 
work of high Romantic art with a danling 

interior, ,his was the building chat marked the 
high point of P11gin's career. 

would not look the way they do: without 
Bany's overall direction and control they 
would not exist at all. Clark writes: 

The silly questi on, 'Who was the 

architect of the Houses of Parliament?' 
is well forgotten; but it is worth 
remembering that every inch of the 
great b11ilding's s1Jrface, inside and our, 
was designed by one man: every panel, 
every wall-paper, (>very chair sprang 
from Pugin's brain, and his last days 
were spent in designing ink-pots and 
umbrella-stands. 

What about the man himself? 
What was he like? Neither smooth 
nor discreet, dressed eccentrically, 
sometimes dishevelled and dirty, he was 
voluble and loud and when frustrated 
swore like a sailor. All this was combined 
with immense good humour. We're 
told that in the room where he worked 



'My first design', 1821. At nine, Pugin was already hoping to build Gothic churches. 

- with nothing more than a rule and a
rough pencil - there was "a continual
rattle of marvellous stories and shouts
of laughter." He had tales to tell of the
sea, of trips tO Flanders to buy religious
antiquities, and of being wrecked on the
Scottish coast ("there is nothing worth

living for but Christian architecture 
and a boat" he once said). No one, 
writes Clark, could escape "his medieval 
vehemence and whole-heartedness." The 
ecclesiastical world fired his imagination, 
and he loved its language: 

The stoups are filled to the br im; 
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the rood is raised on high; the lamps 
of the sanctuary burn bright; the albs 
hang in the oaken ambr ies aod the 
cope chests are lilied with orphreyed 

baudekins; and pix, and pax, and 
chrismatory are there, and thurible and 
cross. 

In Salisbury, where early in his 
professional life he built himself a house, 
a solicitor and authority on church music 
named John Lambert found Pugin's 
enthusiasm and warmth irresistible, and 
welcomed him into his Catholic circle. 
Cardinal Newman, however, though at 
first attracted, and a great admirer of 
St Giles, was finally unable to bear the 
man himself. He described Pugin as 
an "immense talker" who was "rough 
tongue-free unselfgoverned." This 
reaction was perhaps natural in a man 
of exceeding refinement who once laid 
it down that "a gentleman is seldom 
prominent in conversation." 

Though more than rough and 
unstoppable vehemence was involved. 
Newman finally decided he was dealing 
with a "bigot," a harsh opinion his 
encounter with Pugin in Rome did 
nothing to soften. In 1847, recovering 
slowly from a serious bout of insanity, 
(he would die within 5 years of the 
terminal consequences of an STD 
contracted in his rackety days in the 
theatre) Pugin had taken himself off 
to Europe with almost no luggage, one 
shirt, wearing his sailing clothes, and 
looking both unclean and eccentric. 

His faith in Gothic was unshaken: 
he was determined to now confront the 
Renaissance and speak his mind. Rome 
he found "disgusting and depressing� 
he loathed the "paganism" of both 
the Renaissance and tbe Baroque, and 
he told two prelates "in immediate 
attendance on the Pope" that he 
"expected St Peter's to be rebuilt in the 
Gothic style." What he may have told the 
Pope himself author Hill does not say. 

Should we be much worried about all 
this? I don't think so. Pugin was a great 
religious artist; his rough ill-educated 
prejudices were inseparable from his 
gifts; and Rosemary Hill makes all of 
this reasonably clear. Of her book it is 
difficult to speak too highly. It should 
be on every serious reader's list. 

Born in New Zealand, and educated at the 
universities of Auckland and Columbia, Roger 
Sandall's most recent re search and writing has 
concerned a forthcoming reference book on the 

history of architecture. 
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READING BETWEEN THE LINES 

e t a l k  
o f  t h e
patience
of the

� s a i n t s ,  
h o w , 

... .,,..._ _ _,.,,,..,, w h e n 
in the desert, they put 
up with t he taunts
and temptations of  the
demons. When T used to
commute from Gosford to

who oppose this person 
automatically comes across 
as overbearing, unloving, 
and, well, not very nice. 

Sydney I used to wonder
if their patience would
have lasted if, to get to the 
desert in the first place, 

DISCERNING 

THE SPIRITS 

When one reads the 
desert saints one is struck 
by how often the demons 
first present themselves 
and their ruses under 
lovely imagery. They speak 
pleasingly, look beautiful, 
and fit the popular image 
of either an angel, or Our 
Lady, or Jesus Himself. To 
discern the spirits, as it was 
called, meant one had to 

they'd had to rely on State 
Rail. Would they have 

risk being rude and abrupt. 

remained patient having 
to suffer yet another 

By ROBERT TILLEY

A bit of a crank, in fact. 
One was not to be swayed 
by a beatific smile or by 

cancellation, another 
inexplicable stop, the train stock-still, their inquiries being 
answered by the dismissive rudeness of staff? If they had then 
this in itself would have testified to their supernatural virtue. 
As for me I failed the test, regularly so. 

This thought came to mind in light of the ICAC inquiry 
into the corruption in State Rail. What one thought of as being 
incompetence was, it appears, expressive of corruption. In fact, 
the two are inextricably entwined. 

If there is wide-spread corruption in a corporation then 
incompetence naturally follows. Not only because money 
meant for new stock and maintenance is siphoned off, but also 
because corruption favours the hiring of incompetent workers. 
Both by reason of nepotism and also because the corrupt are 
not good workers and they don't want others to make them 
look bad by comparison. As a rule they want others to be like 
them, or, failing that, to not be all that bright. 

The rule is that where there is significant incompetence you 
can be pretty sure there's corruption. 

There's another rule that goes with this, albeit it is not 
as hard and fast as the one just given, being a little more 
ambiguous: the more incompetent and corrupt an institution 
the glossier its brochures. The more smiling faces a brochure 
has the more empty it will be of substance. The substance 
having been eaten away by corruption. 

When we turn from corporations to individuals 
the gloss is expressed as niceness. 

In respect of individuals we might posit 
the rule that the Jess obedient a person 
is to the authority of the institution they 
represent, the nicer th�y will seem. For 
they use niceness as a means by which to 
excuse themselves in the eyes of others 
for their refusing to toe the line. Here, 
niceness simply means that instead of the 
clear rules and justice of an institution, 
one has to do with the personal likes 
and dislikes of the office bearer. Any 

an innocent disposition. A 
vision may be a nice thing but it is not necessarily a good 
thing. 

If demons can appear as nice then so too can wicked 
people. An obvious point, I admit, and yet one that is 
routinely forgotten. Something that is disastrous for Christian 
discernment. In this matter the secular world can provide 
some help. 

An American author, Gavin De Becker, wrote in his book 
on stalkers, rapists and psychopaths ( The Gift of Fear, 1997) 
how one of their chief weapons to get under one's radar 
is niceness. 'Niceness is a decision, it is a strategy of social 
interaction; it is not a character u·ait: Another autho1; Anna C. 
Salter, a psychiatrist who has worked for many years in similar 
fields, twice cites De Becker's point. Indeed, she goes so far 
as to say she wants to tattoo it on her forehead. 'De Becker is 
right; she states, 'but who believes him?' (Predators, Pedophiles, 
Rapist.s, and Otl1er Sex Offenders, 2003). Well, the desert saints 
would have, indeed they could have taught him a lot more 
besides. 

The saints and Fathers knew that much in the world is 
gloss, a gloss that ofte.ri serves to disguise the work of the 
Devil. A work which is aimed primarily at corrupting the 
Church, usually by encouraging disobedience. Whether this 

disobedience be expressed through niceness, claims 
to being more conservative than the Pope, or 

through alleged visions of Our Lady, the effect 
is the same. Add to any of these a regular 

outpouring of insubstantial platitudes 
and you have a very potent weapon of 
destruction. 

Discernment is necessary, for, to 
paraphrase St Paul in 2 Corinthians 11.14, 
the Devil comes with a radiant smiley
face and with the best looking brochures 
you're ever likely to see. 

RoBERT TIT.LEY is a regular contributor to Annals. 
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MEDIA MATTERS 

By JAMES MURRAY 

Swinging Hangover 

Morality in the Sixties underwent a seismic 
shift. Among its heroes were San Francisco hippies, 
London rock-'n-rollers and the Paris students of 
'68. 

Under cover of a false alliance for workers 
rights, the latter sought to make the shift 
permanent by destroying what it perceived to 
be bourgeois morality, including prohibitions on 
active homosexuality and child sexua1isation. 

In support they had Alfred Kinsey, a gall-wasp 
specialise, who had turned his attention to humans 
in Sexual Behaviour in tl1e Human Mate and Sexual 
Behaviour in tl1e Human Female. 

Both were inva1idated by Kinsey's predilections 
- homosexual relations with research assistants,
child-sex prohibition no more than a social
construct. Yet hjs views became secular dogma,
acid celebrant Timothy Leary adding psychedelic 
spirituality. 

The period continues to be seen as a golden 
age. What tends to be forgotten is that during the 
same period, as a result of Vatican II, the CathoHc 
Church amplified its foundation openness to the 
world: Going teac/1 ye all nations ... 

The result was not always blessed. A 
minority of Catholic clerics, forgetting eternity, 
heaven or hell, broke their vows and went with 
zeitgeist permissiveness on sex including active 
homosexuality and paedophilia. Oddly, they were 
not deemed heroes of the sexual revolution, 
perhaps because they were seen to have betrayed 
a mighty redoubt of true morality. 

And so by declension to a Sixties offshoot. On 
the edge of the World Youth Day visit by Pope 
Benedict XVI, the ABC Late!ine broadcasts a report 
of an episode about a priest Terence Goodall's 
homosexual advances on another adult, Anthony 
Jones. 

The report is potentially deo-imental to Cardinal 
George Pell, Archbishop of Sydney, already an 
old target of allegations from a source whose 
anonymity was protected and of a 60 Minutes 
interview by Richard Carleton. 

Not a character to take a backward step, 
Cardinal Pell fronts cameras again. He admits 
mistakes in a 2003 letter written to Anthony 
Jones. The ABC 7.30 Report takes up the running

(hunting?) and the Archbishop fronts cameras 
yet again to be told by anchor Ali Moore that 
an upcoming Lateline has transcripts of police 
tapes controverting his view that the episode was 
consensual. 

At this writing, Archbishop Pell has responded 
by setting up an independent panel headed by 
retired judge Bill Priestly QC. No doubt Lateline 
will clarify: 

The timing of the report - serendipity or 
synchronisation? 

Why did it not make absolutely clear 
the episode had been the subject of police 
investigation and legal closure? 

The use of the transcripts: did it hold them, 
undisclosed, while awaiting the Archbishop's 
reaction, aiming for a tabloid Gotcha! moment? 

Intriguing also why the veteran executive 
producer, Tim Palmer, tagged onto young reporter 
Conor Duffy's credit. Not surely Woodward 
tagging on to Bernstein? 

In any case, was this television reportage? Or, 
is its abuse of Catholic icons to carry tendentious 
voice-over, agitprop for a number of causes? 

First, that clerical celibacy is an invariable 
concomittant of sexual abuse, particularly 
paedophilia, despite the latter having being part 
of the human condition in all ages, the horror 
it inspires now aggravated to obsession by the 
realisation that preventing it is a last bastion amid 
immorality run amuk. 

Second, paedophilia affects the married - clergy, 
schoolteachers, scoutmasters, military officers -
not to mention that spectrum of the married who 
indulge in the vilest child pornography, defended 
by some under freedom of speech. 

Third, attacking clerical celibacy serves the 
end of those who wish to see the abandonment 
of Christianity's highest ideal a priesthood that 
imitates Jesus Christ. 

In particular your correspondent noted Lateline 
anchor Tony Jones's hot pursuit but was surprised 
that a TV master craftsman did not set out a 
timeline. 

This would have included dating the episode to 
1982, a date made memorable by journalist David 
Marr (SMH and ABC) who reported on the 2005 
Goodall-Jones court case in idyllic terms: a njght 
time, swimming pool, homosexual encounter 23 
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years previously into the aftermath of which the 
police blundered and which the court dismissed 
with the lightest of sentences against Goodall. 

Jones T could also have made it clear that 
Jones A, pitiably distraught, reckoned the episode 
and church reaction to it had cost him $3.5 
million in Lost earnings and that he was seeking 
compensation although he had already agreed a 
settlement involving his not having to pay legal 
costs. 

In general, the ABC made no mention of 
the tension between civil treatment of sexual 
offenders (jail, psychological analysis, medical 
chemo-castration) and rougher reaction nor 
to religious treatment and the tension between 
Catholic Church sanctions against evildoers, 
clerics included, and its mission of forgiveness for 
penitents. 

the Pensees (Thoughts on Relig£on) by Blaise Pascal 
(1623-62), mathematician and theologian. 

'This however is certain, either that Cod is, 
or that God is not. There is no medium point 
between these two alternatives ... How then can we 
wager? By reasoning we cannot make sure that it 
is one or the other. By reasoning we cannot deny 
that its one or the other ... 

'Bue you muse wager ... Take your side, then, 
without hesitation, that Cod is ... Here then is one 
point settled. But now of our happiness. Balance 
the gain and r.he loss there. Upon taking the risk 
that God is, if you win, you win everytl1ing. If you 
lose, you lose nothing .. � 

What Garnaut indicated by his erudite 
comparison is that global warming is not a 
scientific certainty but a matter of belief. Thus, 

as others have noted, the 
Up to the gallows, 

down to tbe guillotine, 
lethal in 3ection, firing 
squad and warfare, 
Catholic priests deliver 
that forgiveness, born of 
Jesus Christ's crucifixion 
between two thieves, 
one who mocked him, 
one who acknowledged 
his redemptive power. 
Okay. No time for all that. 
But in what? An award 
winning programme? Or 
an ambush? 

Act in Good 

emphasis on pain and 
sacrifice. What we are 
seeing is a new cult meshing 
with the neo-pantheism of 
Greenism. 

Underlying the whole 
approacl1 is the implication 
that the Catholic Church 
in a time of continuing 
Sixty-ish permissiveness 
is somehow out of 
line in defending itself 
against allegations. All 
organisations have a need 
tO defend their raison d'etre,

Conscience 

W
E ought not just to have 

the name of Christians, 

but to be so in reality; not like 

some persons who will address 

a man as bishop, but in practice 

take no notice of him. I do not 

see how people of that kind can 

be acting in good conscience, 

seeing that the meetings they 

hold can have no sort of valid 

authority. 

- St Ignatius, bishop of Antioch
[35-107 AD], writing to the Christians 
at Magnesia-on-the-Meander, on his 
way to be pu t to death i n  the Flavian 

Amphi theatre of Rome in 107. 

their essential integrity, not least the ABC. carbon capture. 

Coverage of the report 
matched its blockbuster 
format - Garnaut's name 
bigger than the title. 
Apropriately so. In coverage, 
his work surpassed that of 
genre creator Sir Nicholas 
Stern, commisioned by UK 
PM Tony Blair by then in 
terminal spin. 

Stern and Carnaut are 
economists. But solutions 
ro the perceived problem of 
climate change come within 
the purview of scientists, or 
more precisely engineers. 
They devise practical 
solutions: solar, wind, 
hot-rock, tidal and nuclear 
power, reafforestation and 

Bouquet Garnaut 

Ahead, like the prospect of another Frederick 
Forsythe page-turner, the sequel to Ross Gamaut's 
blockbuster draft report on global warming. 
Terrific stuff in a double context: the publisher 
Prime Minister Plenipotentiary Kevin Rudd's 
trumping the John Howard published work by 
Peter Shergold, and Rudd's determjnation to get 
an exemplary, planetary Emissions 'frading Scheme 
rolling by 2010 - a Waterloo deadline. 

Economists, jargon sabres rattling, are into 
problem solving through the market even at a 
time when its greed-driven imbecilities have 
been disastrously made plain by the Bank of 
International Settlements in Basle. 

In a preliminary comment, Garnaut compared 
global warming to 'Pascal's Wager'. At the risk of 
repetition, here are the wager's essentials from 

Perhaps Garnaut's most significant doomsaying 
is his conflation of the actual condition of 
the Murray-Darling with the global warming 
hypothesis. That condition is not contingent upon 
global warming. Rather it results from long-term 
mismanagement, symbolised by the Queensland 
Cobbie Station's legal capture of millions of 
h�adwater megalitres for cotton growing, a crop 
neither native nor essential to Australia's economy. 
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Incidentally South Australia's Premier Mike 
Rann must wish his State had never given up 
the terrain that became the Northern Territory. 
Rann in control would have been able to tap the 
abundant waters of the north through a canal or 
pipeline, by-passing those States which take an 
inordinate share of the Murray-Darling, a national 
resource. 

No bestseller, not even Jeffrey Archer, could 
have been more assiduous than Garnaut in 
building a narrative on the 'diabolical' premise 
that all humans under the sun are heating the 
world by their emissions, personal and industrial: 
science hypothesis beyond the nightmares of 
science fiction. But why the emphasis on carbon 
trading and little mention of more lethal methane? 
A future market if carbon proves profitable? 

For all his erudition, Garnaut needs an 
Australian term, one that will work for his 
publisher Rudd who has inherited the gift of 
the gab. Think Hanrahanism. Think: <We'll all be 
rooned. Oi! Oi! Oi!' 

Aarons Prod 

As it happened, a slimmer work than Garnaut's 
appeared in the same period: Market Versus Nature: 
The Social Philosophy of Friedrich Hayek. (Auso-alian 
Scholarly Publishing $34.95) 

Written by Eric Aarons (yes, the nonagenerian, 
former hardline Communist) it is short and sharp 
as if Aarons in his long march through tomes like 
Das Kapitalhad learned that brevity is indeed the 
soul of wit. 

He  demonstrates how Hayek's The Road to 
Seifdom (1944) begot Thatcherism through 
emphasis on the 'cash nexus' (sourced to the 
Communist Manifesto) and defined as an extra
human rationale for economic success. He 
also demonstrates the power of TINA (There 
Is No Alternative), the acronym under which 
Thatcherism was sold, then resold in its Blair 
variation and - surely not, for it means the cultural 
cringe has migrated to politics - its Howard and 
Rudd variations. 

Aarons does not agree with Garnaut in seeing 
climate change as 'diabolical'. He sees it as a 
problem more desperate than capitalism. In so 
doing, he does what he once did with Marxism, 
tliat is, like Garnaut, he makes climate change a 
cult. 

The work lays heavy emphasis on social 
justice. Hayek's negative attitude to it is summed 
up in the quotation: 'What we have to deal with 
in the case of 'social justice' is simply a quasi
religious superstition of the kind which we should 
respectfully leave in peace so long as it merely 
makes those happy who hold it, but which we 

must fight when it becomes the pretext of coercing 
other men. And the prevailing belief in 'social 
justice' is at present probably the gravest threat to 
most otl1er values of a free civilization.' 

This obviously is a case of a thinker projecting 
on another philosophy the falsity of his own. 
Credit where credit is due, however, Aarons 
does mention the heroic Jewish-born, French 
philosopher, Simone Weil, Catholic by desire if not 
by baptism, and her dictum: 'Respect is due to the 
person as such. and is not a matter of degree: 

Despite rhis, despite apt notes and a wide
ranging bibliography, Aarons makes no mention 
of Catholic ocial justice encyclicals - Rerum 
Novarum (1891) through to Centissimus Annus 
(1991) which contain numerous quotes usable 
against Hayekism. 

Saddening to think that an ex-Marxist bias 
might have contributed to the omission. There 
again Aarons insists on calling World War II, 'the 
War against Fascism' - a formulation that excises 
the Hiter-Stalin axis - an axis that showed how 
right and left can meet in totalitarian threat. 

Clarkism Rules 

Ne,v Zealand was into Hayekism before 
Australia. Intriguing to see it start to extricate 
itself by re-nationalising assets: Air New Zealand, 
KiwiRail and Kiwibank.. 

No doubt, in the spirit of Anzac, Prime lVIiniscer 
Helen Clark would second her crack parliamentary 
draughtsmen to Australia to prepare for the next 
big TINA. 

Panto Duo 

Chutzpah is the essence of public relations. 
Uber spinmeister Ian Smith has shown a ronne of 
it by bringing together Labor warrior ick Bolk.us 
and Liberal grandee Alexander Downer to cover 
a humungous spectrum of contacts for the new 
consultancy Bespoke Approach (BA Humbug?) 

Given Bolkus's scraightman image, given 
Downer's talent for jesting, the yoking - joking? 
- of the pair has a pantomime-horse aspect. But
who plays the horse's head and who, to use an
Americanism, plays its ass particularly when
Downer is scheduled to ride off in all directions
as Special United Nations Ambassador to divided 
Greek-Turkish Cyprus, and to sing for his supper
on the lecture circuit? 

The establjshment of the consultancy by Smith 
(husband of retiring Democrat Senator Natasha 
Stott Despoya) must be seen against Special 
Minister of State Senator John Faulkner's gallanc 
attempt to bring light to Canberra's murky, 
lobbyist/PR snarl. 
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Faulkner shows what a tight little company 
town the national capital is. Sandra Eccles, wife 
of Kevin Rudd's chief of staff, David Epstein, for 
example, runs Government Relations Australia, 
retained by so many top businesses it is difficult 
to see how CRA manages them. Serving so 
many clients must be like Mr Bumble the Beadle 
dishing out porridge to Oliver Twist and his fellow 
orphans. Please Sandra can I have some more ... 

Which raises the question: should lucrative 
PR/lobby organisations be granted anonymity as 
sources? Better, in conformity with the public's 
right to know, that they be identified in body 
copy or by a footnote, say: This report is based on 
a briefing by Max FitzFee representing Corporate 
Ffle!fare Inc. 

Chimes at Midnight 

John Bell, one of a noble 

Macaulay Recall 

In a celebrated passage, the historian Thomas 
(Lord) Macaulay (1800-59) wrote of the Catholic 
Church. 'She may still exist in undiminished vigour 
when some traveller from New Zealand shall, in 
the midst of a great solitude, take his stand on a 
broken arch of London Bridge to sketch the ruins 
of St Paul's: 

Have the New Zealander, ever intrepid, time 
travel to stand amid another great solitude on 
the rusting arch of the Harbour Bridge tO sketch 
the ruins of the Opera House and think. 'The 
Catholic Church was old when the 18th century 
penal settlement Sydney was established. During 
the settlement's evolution to city status its raffish., 
18th century ways were reinforced, eventually 

prevailing over contrary 
views by developing 
the city to destruction 

line of actor managers 
- Henry Irving, Donald
Wolfit, Laurence Olivier -
is noted for his ingenious
settings of Shakespeare's
plays. 

Prayer 
through the power of its 
most sensitive organ: the 
hip-pocket nerve. 

Can he resist The 
Taming of the Shrew set in a 
beachside restaurant amid 
swirling political overtones, 
a newshound, cheque book 
in its jaws, substituting for 
an iguana? 

Bell and his wife Anna 
Volska would make a 
Petruchio and Kate in the 
line of Richard Burton 
and Elizabeth Taylor. And 
the play has pentameters 
a restaurant setting would 
enhance: 

'Thy husband is thy 
lord, thy life, thy keeper 

T
HE Lord Jesus ... told 

us to pray urgently and 

frequently: not that our 

prayers should be tedious and 

endless but that they should 

be persevering and frequent. 

Generally speaking long 

prayers are full of meaningless 

phrases while on the other 

hand total lack of interest is the 

result if prayers are given up 

altogether. 

- St Ambrose of Milan,
On Cain and Abel Bk 1,9,34,39-39. 

'If Sydney 1s 
remembered at all, it is 
for visits from Catholic 
Church leaders: Pope Paul 
VI, Pope John Paul II and 
Pope Benedict XVI, the 
latter not welcomed with 
full courtesy, his Catholic 
followers the butt of T-shirt 
annoyance, illegal if visited 
on Jews, Muslims, Hindus, 
Sikhs, Shintoists and 
Buddhists. 

'One, remembering 
battles of the past - land, 
sea, air - where among the 
casualties - dead, wounded, 
starved - were those whose 

identity discs bore the initials RC, wondered why 

"l'hy head, thy sovereign, one that cares for 
this should be Australia's last speakable, printable 
bigotry. 

thee., 
'And for thy maintenance commits his body. 
'To painful labour both by sea and land: 
Painful labour indeed as MP, John Della Bosca 

(NSW Labor State) and his wife Belinda Neal 
(Federal Labor-) might agree. Pressured by their 
respective leaders, Morris lemma and Kevin Rudd, 
they were denied the right to silence, supposedly 
the rock of Common Law, a right not denied to 
perpetrators of crimes more heinous than the 
alleged, raw monstering of restaurant staff 

'Could the answer be with the Irish, main 
formers of Australia's Catholic culture? They lived 
so long with Penal Laws against their faith they 
knew their way forward was through fortitude, 
the fortitude of Christ who absorbed scourging. 
mockery and crucifixion, transforming them into 
a gospel of cl1arity for all. No recourse to an anti
discrimination board for Christ. No recourse for 
Catholics� 

(c) Austral-Media Pty Ltd 2008 
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BOOK REVIEW 

A reflection on the history, people, rites and symbols ef Catholicism 

CATHOLIC FAITH, TRADITION 

AND CULTURE 

Reviewed by DENNIS MURPHY MSC

USAN Reibel Moore 
has a list of degrees 
and academic honours. 
These i n clude an 
MA in teaching from 
Harvard and a PhD in 
literature from Sydney 

University. She is not an ivory tower 
academic but involved both in the 
theory and practice of teaching. She is, 
as well, a prolific wr .ite.r. Though she 
covers a variety of subjects connected 
with teaching, she has a special interest 
is in children's books: for example, How

Literature Is To Be Taught; Text 'IJ;pes: 
A Basis for Classroom Study; Bringing 
Children� Reading to Life. 

With the support of some teachers 
at Redfield College, Dural, West 
Sydney, Susan Moore undertook 
some years ago a religion course for 
boys from years 7-10. In writing it up 
the text has gone through a number 
of drafts and now has finally been 
published. In a brief introduction, Fr. 
John Goulding highly recommends it 
also to other students and young adults 
keen to further their knowledge of 
the Catholic Faith. He also notes that 
it will be helpful for teachers seeking 
extra resource material to supplement 
existing school texts. 

The subtitle "A Text Book on the 
Meaning of Catholicism� might surprise 
and maybe even disturb some. Today 
there is a strong tendency in some 
quarters to think. that faith has to be 
presented more or less as something 
separate from history, culture, and 
tradition. Yet a consistent belief in the 
incarnation of God makes this both 
unrealistic and mistaken. Despite the 
dangers that can be involved in the 
relationship, faith and culture cannot 
be separated. Christian faith is not 
an abstract idea; it is immersed in 
history, that is, in a 'l'radition. Our 

The Living Word; A Text book on the 

Meaning of Catholicism 

By Susan Reibel Moore, BAG 
Systems Australia, 2008 

RRP $24.95. Ask for the special 
discount for pensioners and others 

of limited means. 
For copies contact [02) 9680-

3 721,susanreibelmoore@gmail .corn. 

faith centres on an event with its 
historical preparation and its historical 
consequences. Faith and tradition are 
related like body and soul. If faith is 
separated from this tradition, it becomes 

Obeying the 
Church 

W
e cannot pass 

over in silence 

the audacity of those 

who, intolerant of sound 

doctrine, maintain with 

regard to the judgements 

of the Holy See and its 

decrees, whose avowed 

object is the general good 

of the Church, her rights 

and discipline, that, if 

these are not concerned 

with the dogmas of faith 

and morals, they need not 

be obeyed and may be 

rejected without sin and 

without detriment to the 

profession of Catholicism. 

- Pope Pius IX, Encyclical Quanta

'cura, December 8, 1864. 
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an abstract idea, an ideology; and if the 
tradition becomes separated from the 
faith that it should embody, it may seem 
to continue, but it will be a corpse on 
artificial life-supports. 1

Susan Moore does not enter 
into this complex question, but her 
methodology seems to presuppose it. 
For her, instruction in the Faith is not 
about abstractions. She aims to present 
and explain the faith by reflecting on 
the concrete history, people, rites aod 
symbols in the Catholic Church which 
embody that faith. Each chapter finishes 
with "focus questions" that can involve 
students both individually and in 
groups to discuss and apply the matter 
to their own life .. Particularly difficult 
or unusual words are put in bold 
type to warn of the need for a special 
clarification. 

Susan Moore's starting point is a 
personal relationship with Christ our 
Lord, helped by reflections on passages 
from the Gospels. The Second Chapter 
takes students through the events of the 
early Church: the last supper; the death 
and resurrection of Jesus; the impact 
of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost and the 
spread of the Church as recounted in 
the Acts of the Apostles, particularly in 
the mission of St Paul. These historical 
chapters are not left as studies about 
the past; their present relevance for our 
life now is always evident. 

Helped by this background, the 
next three chapters deal with worship: 
an explanation of the various rites in 
the Mass (Ch 3); the seasons of the 
liturgical year (Ch 4); and a description 
of prayer-forms in general: mental 
prayer and vocal prayer, with a special 
mention of prayer to Mary in general 
and to the Rosary in particular (Ch 5). 
'fypically, she begins this chapter with a 
concrete example of a man of prayer -
Pope John Paul II. 



The next three chapters deal with the 
virtues, and the spiritual and corporal 
works of mercy (Ch 6). There follows 
a chapter on the Sacraments which 
make present the source of Christian 
living (Ch 7). These two chapters are 
followed by a view of saints throughout 
the history of the Church, beginning 
with Mary and some Marian apparitions. 
In her presentation the author supplies 
an historical background t0 each saint 
which serves also as a means of gaining 
a broad outline of the history of the 
Church (Ch 8). 

In the light of all that has been 
presented so far, a student can 
appreciate the Bible a bit more in depth. 
The author deals with a number of key 
figures of the Old Testament and the 
lessons we can learn from them (Ch 9). 
The treatment of the New Testament 
gives an opportunity to return to the 
figure of Christ presented in the first 
chapter and draw out more fully aspects 
of bis teaching and the way people 
reacted to him. In the same way, a 
deeper treatment of St Paul's teaching 
is presented. 

Throughout all the chapters, Susan 
Moore has inserted brief quotations 
from the Catechism of the Catholic

Church which help sum up points she 
has made in her text. There is an 
index acknowledging where the many 
illustrations have come from. 

Each teacher will understandably 
have their own favourite method of 
presenting the faith to young people. 
However, I think that we can learn 
or relearn a lot from the principles 
underlying her presentation. It can also 
give some leads on how to approach 
the instruction of adults. World Youth 
Day is an ideal occasion for this book 
to become more widely known among 
the young people for whom especially it 
was written. 

t. The presen1 Holy f'ather, Benedict XVI. witbour 
simplifying the many issues involved. has frequcnlly 
emphasized this and it ondcrlies some imponam 
point.9 in his two Encyclicals. His thought on the 
mattct can be found in a collect.ion of articles he wrote 
as Cardiual before his election as Pope. Truth and 
'Tblmmce. Chnstian .ie!,cf and World Rdigion,. English 
Translat.ion.� Ignatius. 2004. 

FATiiER DENNIS MuRl'lfY, MSC is a graduate of the 
Biblicum in Rome. He taught Scripture for many 
years in Australian seminaries. He was for six years 
Provincial Superior of the Australian Province of 
the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart, and for twelve 
years Assistant General of the Order, based in 
Rome. He is now stationed in India. 
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ETHICS AND ART 

Wise Advice from GK. Chesterton 

DRAWING THE LINE 

SOMEWHERE 

T
HERE are few controversies or news items arising in contemporary
life where Chesterton's wise advice on a particular topic cannot be 

recalled and remain relevent, even though it may have been written a 
hundred years or more ago. A good example is the recent avalanche of 
public comment, both in support and in condemnation of Bill Henson's 
photographs of nude children. The arts community to a man (and 
especially to a woman) defends them as 'art' and despises those who 
attack them for being salacious, little better than child-pornography on 
the Internet. But Chesterton so wittily observed, 'all art means drawing 
the line somewhere.' Evidently the supporters of Henson would argue 
that, for artists if for no one else, that requirement 'to draw the line' 
does not apply. No one with any pretensions to sophistication dares 
mention the C word - censorship. We now know that Mr Henson is not 
to be arrested on account of his photographs, all of which may continue 
to appear in public galleries and on the internet. 

The editor of The Defendant was not granted similar privileges 
when recently, in the course of research, he needed to photograph a 
handsome Victorian house in North Sydney. It was once the family 
home of the subject of a forthcoming biography. Now it serves as the 
administration office of a well-known boys' college. The Headmaster 
was consulted and permission was given to photograph. As our Editor, 
camera in hand, prepared to take his photographs the school bell 
sounded and junior boys rushed joyously into the playground adjoining 
the house. In an instant a figure of authority appeared from the house, 
angrily waving his arms. 'No, No; he shouted, 'You cannot photograph 
while the boys are in the precinct.' In a quieter, more menacing voice 
when he had drawn near, he added, 'You would be arrested if a 
policeman saw you!' 

The hypocrisy at the core of these two situations is clear. The 
photographer could claim that his photographs were artistic too, but 
unlike Henson's any boy caught in the shot would, in the second 
example, be fully clothed. No excuse! It's a matter of drawing the line 
somewhere. 

- Tony Evans, The D(!fendant, Newsletter of the Australian Chesterton Society,
vol.15/2 June 2008. 
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CATHOLIC LIFE 

The war of the Patriotic Association on the Catholic Church

POPE'S PRAYER 

FOR CHURCH IN CHINA BANNED 

RIESTS under house 
arrest; others forced to 
visit a Buddhist temple; 
others under surveillance 
for days, to prevent them 
from praying "with the 
pope"; dozens of faithful 

in Hong Kong warned not to go to 

Sheshan: this is the world in which 
some of the dioceses of China have 
experienced ( or better: forcibly omitted) 
the World Day of Prayer for the Church 
in China instituted by Benedict XVI 

The day was suggested by the pope 
for last May 24, to coincide with the 
traditional pilgrimage to the shrine of 
the Virgin of Sheshan, near Shanghai. 
The local government and the Patriotic 
Associations permitted the pilgrimage 
only for the priests and religious of the 

By Zhang Yirning

diocese of Shanghai, and prohibited the 
faithful of other Chinese communities 
from participating in it 

For this year, because of the pope's 
initiative, the diocese of Shanghai had 
been expecting at least 200,000 people. 
But because of all of the limits imposed, 
only 2,500 faithful were able to visit the 
Marian shrine on May 24. 

In order to enforce the prohibitions 
and bans, in some dioceses the police 
monitored or arrested official and 
underground priests. 

According to information obtained 
by AsiaNews, underground Shanghai 
bishop Joseph Fan Zhongliang and all 
of his clandestine priests were severely 
controlled or placed under house arrest 
since the beginning of May, to prevent 
them from participating. 

New Archbishop 
for Algiers 

P
OPE BENEDICT XVI has appointed Father Ghaleb Moussa Abdalla
Bader of the clergy of the Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem, as the 

Metropolitan Archbishop of Algiers. 
Archbishop-designate Bader, 56, succeeds Archbishop Henri 

Teissier, 78, who has retired. 
The archbishop-designate brings with him ample experience tn 

interreligious dialogue with Islam. 
Ghaleb Moussa Abdalla Bader was born in 1951 in Jordan. He was 

ordained priest in 1975. 
In 1979, he completed a doctorate in civil law at the University of 

Damascus and in the 1980s he completed two more doctorates in 
Rome, one in philosophy and one in canon law, at the Pontifical Lateran 
University. He worked on the Arabic translation of the Code of Canon Law. 

From 1996 to 2001 he was an adviser to the Pontifical Council for 
lnterreligious Dialogue. 

He has been president of the ecclesiastical tribunal of first instance in 
Amman since 1992. 

Algeria is almost entirely Sunni Muslim, which is the state's official 
religion. Christians and Jews combined are less than 1 % of the 
population. 

Source: ZENIT 
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About a dozen underground 
and official priests of Zhengding 
(Shijiazhuang, Hebei) were arrested on 
May 23, and not released until after May 
25. 

Some of them were forced to "take 
a trip" in the company of the police, or 
were forced to remain at home or in a 
hotel. 

The official priests of the diocese of 
Shanbei (Shanxi) were forced to "take 
a u·ip" to a Buddhist temple in Shanxi, 
beginning on May 23. They were not 
set free and allowed to return to their 
dioceses until May 25. 

The priests of the diocese of Hoh hot 
(Inner Mongolia) were required t0 meet 
with the police. An official of the office 
for religious affairs ordered them "not 
to respond to the appeal of the pope 
of Rome", and prohibited them from 
making any public gesture of prayer for 
the Church in China for May 24. 

In the diocese ofTaiyuan (Shanxi), 
the Shrine of our Lady of Graces 
(Bansishan), a traditional pilgrimage 
destination, was closed by the local 
government. On May 24, thousands of 
police blocked the access road to the 
shrine to stop the flow of pilgrims, who 
were forced to return home. 

According to eyewitnesses, the 
police forces greatly outnumbered the 
pilgrims. 

The priests of the diocese of 
Xuanhua (Hebei) were threatened with 
"serious consequences" if they should 
dare to carry out religious activities 
on May 24. The same was done for 
the underground priests of Linqing 
(Shandong). 

To this depressing picture must be 
added the hardships of 80 Catholics 
of Hong Kong, who were stopped in 
Shanghai and blocked from going to 
Sheshan. The diocese of Hong Kong 
had originally planned a pilgrimage 
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of 1,000 people for May 24. But the 
difficulties and obstacles posed by the 
local government led Cardinal Zen to 
cancel the pilgrimage. 

In spite of this, 80 people of the 
diocese went privately to Nanjing, 
and then to Shanghai. From here, 
they hoped to obtain permission to go 
to Sheshan. Instead, the group was 
blocked and prohibited even from 
celebrating Mass in the churches of 
Shanghai. The police and the office for 
religious affairs threatened to revoke 
the license to operate in China from the 
travel agency that had planned the trip. 

Some of the faithful interviewed by 
AsiaNews affirm that the restrictions and 
controls are connected to the tension 
created by che uprisings in Tibet, which 
are casting suspicion on any assembly 
of people. But it is now also clear that 
there was an attempt to override a 
gesture called for by the pope, to create 
unity between the Church in China and 
the universal Church. 

One underground Christian has told 
AsiaNews that there is a genuine "war" 
underway on the part of the Patriotic 
Association, against the instructions of 
the pope. "The pope's letter [ editor's 
note: published last June 30] condemns 
the interference of the PA in the life of 
the Church. The secretaries of the PA 
are thus afraid of losing their privileges 
of control over the life and property of 
the Church. For this reason, they are 
blocking the Holy Father's instructions 
any way they can". 

"All of this': he adds, "hurts China: is 
this the kind of religious freedom that 
the Chinese government is presenting 
to the world, a few months from the 
Olympics? If China wants the respect of 
the international community, before all 
else it must respect its people's right to 
religious freedom". 

Source: ,vww.asianews.it This Catholic News 
Sen;ce is provided by the PIME (Pontifical Institute 
for F'oreign Missions] Fathers who have been in 
China and Hong Kong for more than 150 years. 
A sociological study conducted by China's Open 
University (Ren,nin Daxue) concludes that 61.5% 
of Peking's students are interested in Christianity 
and want to be believers. The majority of them 
search for information on the Christian faith by way 
of literature. Since university students have internet 
access, we think that AsiaNews will help them to be 
familiar with the impact Christianity has on Asian 
and Chinese society. Already many Chinese intel
lectuals think China can be saved by Christianity, 
so as not to explode into a soulless market or a 
dictatorship that humiliates the individual. ff you 
can assist in this vital work, send your donation to 
desk@asianews.it 

-
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CATHOLIC CULTURE 

Catholic Tertiary Institutes and Teaching the Truth 

CATHOLIC IDENTITY 

By Russell Shaw

M
IDWAY through his U.S. visit. Pope Benedict XVI told Catholic college and university 
presidents that using a Catholic campus as a platform ro teach something that contradicts 
the Church's teaching is an abuse of academic freedom. Commenting on that remark, 

Father Thomas Reese, S.J, offered an interesting slant. "In a sense, he's exercising his own 
academic freedom to criticize people he disagrees with, and that's fine," said the ubiquitous media 
commentator on all things Catholic. 

In other words: the Pope's entitled to his opinion just like everybody else. 

I took a rather different slant during a panel discussion cosponsored by the Heritage 
Foundation and the Cardinal Newman Society. Noting that our Professor-Pope had delivered a rich 
and stimulating paper on Catholic education that should keep Catholic academic circles happily 
occupied for months, I added that only time will show whether his academic .interlocutors are up 
to the multiple challenges he'd presented. 

Some quotes from his talk suggest the radical character of the position on Catholic higher 
education he staked out. 

"First and foremost every Catholic educational institution is a place to encounter the living God 
who in Jesus Christ reveals his transforming love and truth�' 

"A university or school's Catholic identity is not simply a question of the number of Catholic 
students. It is a question of conviction - do we really believe that only in the mystery of the Word 
made flesh does the mystery of man truly become clear ... ? Are we ready to commit our entire 
self - intellect and will, mind and heart - to God? Do we accept the truth that Christ reveals? 
Is the faith tangible in our universities and schools? Is it given fervent expression liturgically, 
sacramentally, through prayer, acts of charity, a concern for justice, and respect for God's creation? 
Only in this way do we really bear witness to the meaning of who we are and what we uphold�' 

"Teachers and administrators, whether in universities or schools, have the duty and privilege to 
ensure that students receive instruction in Catholic doctrine and practice. This requires that public 
witness to the way of Christ, as found in the Gospel and upheld by the Church's Magisterium, 
shapes all aspects of an institution's life, both inside and outside the classroom. Divergence 
from this vision weakens Catholic identity and, far from advancing freedom, inevitably leads to 
confusion, whether moral, intellectual or spiritual:' 

In passages like these, Pope Benedict is laying out an evangelical model of Catholic higher 
education. The role of a Catholic university, he says, is to form people in the light of the truth 
naturally accessible to the human intellect - and also the truth revealed by God in Jesus Christ. 

It hardly needs saying that this stands in sharp contrast with the American secular model 
of higher education, which many if not most American Catholic colleges and universities have 
embraced in the last forty years. Pope Benedict did not refer specifically to Pope John Paul II's 
strong 1990 document on restoring Catholic identity to Catholic higher education, Ex Corde

Ecclesiae, but it's there, alive and well in the background, even so. 

Catholic universities face a clear choice - the Pope's way or the way of secular education. Do 
they want Catholic identity or not? "I have no way of coercing you;' one can imagine Benedict 
telling them. "But if you go the way of secular education, you'll no longer be Catholic schools." 

That points to an obvious question: How will this go over in American Catholic university 
circles? We haven't reached the end of the story yet. 
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Caramel 

Beirut: shot, shell and flak jackets, 
internecine murder and ceaseless 
mayhem? Not in writer/director Nadine 
Labaki's romantic comedy set in a 
hairdressing salon. She plays Layale, the 
salon owner, a Christian in an affaire 
with the manied Rabih which she must, 
her faith inseperable from her personal 
dignity, end. 

Main interveners with Layale are, 
Nisrine (Jasmine Al Masri), a Muslim 
with a delicate, premarital problem; 
Rima (Joanna Moukarzel) tormented by 
her attraction to a beautiful client (Siha 
Fatmeh Safa, Shia Muslim); Jamale 
(Gisele Aouad) who refuses to grow old 
while cherishing acting ambitions and 
Rose (Sihame Haddad), a Christian. who 
looks after her elderly confused sister 
Lili (Aziza Semaan). 

The religion of the characters and 
the personal religion of the actors 
make for young wine. Labaki (graduate 
of Beirut's Saint-Joseph University) 
enacts a beguiling mix of frailty and 
toughness while drawing from her cast 
performances of equivalent allure. 

Implicit: how meaningful lives are 
lived amid perceptions of all-pervading 
madness. Only a woman of The Lebanon 
such as Nadine Labaki could conjure a 
subtext: how her people, ancient traders 
as Phoenicians (legendary conveyors 
of Joseph and his divine foster son, 
Jesus, to England's 'green and pleasant 
land') established the Middle East's first 
parliamentary democracy, Christian
Muslim to boot and still defended as a 
way forward. 

In this context, a trivia question: Why 
Caramel? Your reviewer assumed a feast 
of sweets. Not so. Warm caramel is used 
instead of wax to get rid of unwanted 
hair. 

Son of a Lion 

Sher Alam Afridi (Sher Alam 
Miskeen Ustad) is an ex-guerilla 
gunsmith working in a village near 
Peshawar in the North West Frontier 
Province of Pakistan, His son Niaz 
(Niaz Khan Sinwari) is his apprentice 
who would rather learn to read, 
write and play a musical instrument 
than make Smith and Wesson 
automatics, Ml 6s, Kalashnikovs and 
Lee Enfields. 

MOVIES 

By JAMES MURRAY 

Simple story line. On it writer/ 
director Benjamin Gilmour (who got his 
start as a UK unit paramedic) hangs a 
debut movie enhanced by his own and 
Haroon John's cinematography and by 
a cast of locals, its power reminiscent of 
the early neo-realist work of Roberto 
Rossellini. 

At personal risk, filming covertly 
using a Sony PD 150 mini-camera, 
Gilmour and John produce startling 
images of Pashtun gunsmiths test-firing 
weaponry while children cavort around 
them catching the spent cartridges. The 
casualness of this bas a risk: bulJets 
that go up must come down. From this 
hard fact, Gilmour makes a plot twist 
involving a bully boy Pite (Khaista Mir). 

One image sums up Gilmour's talent 
for framing a shot. On the threshold of 
the local mosque, Sher Alam takes off 
his sandals. On top of them he places a 
holstered pistol - an image suggesting 
that America's Wild West was a Quaker 
congregation compared to Peshawar and 
its hinterland. 

Note: In the preview audience, 
attended by producer Carolyn Johnson, 
were a group of Sydney girls wearing 
hijabs who clearly enjoyed the movie's 
poetry, music, laconic dialogue and 
ironies. But at this writing, it is doubtful 
whether executive producer Hayat Khan 
Shinwari, controller of the Pakistan 
rights, will be able to show it there. 

PG****SFFV 

Les Femmes De L'Ombre 
(Female Agents) 

Director Jean-Paul Salome's thriller 
about French resistance agents comes 
late in the genre after British movies 
about Odette Churchill and the 
Australian Nancy Wake (who also 
scored a local TV series starring Noni 
Hazlehurst). This weakens Salome's 
feminist sub-theme: that women did not 
get due recognition for their courage. 

His work is inspired by Lise 
Villameur (nee de Baissac). Not content 
with her personal exploits, however, 
he and his co-writer Laurant Vachaud 
concoct fictive agents. Thus the creation 
of an inadvertent homage to The Dirty 
Dozen, The Beautiful Quintet: Louise 
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(Sophie Marceau), a sniper, Jeanne 
(Julie Depardieu), a prostitute, Gaelle 
(Deborah Francois) an explosives expert, 
Suzy (Marie Gillain), a showgirl, and 
Maria (Maya Sansa) an Italian contessa. 

The plot turns on the need to rescue 
a British agent under torture by an 
SS team led by Suzy's lover Colonel 
Heindrich (Moritz BJeibtreu) seeking 
the truth about a crucial element in the 
plans for the D-Day 1944 landings. 

Marceau, tough yet tender, elegant 
yet determined, sets a high metric 
measure for the rest of the ensemble 
which also includes Julien Boisselier as 
Pierre, mission leader and brother of 
Louise. 

So meticulous is the movie's 
period detail, you half expect Dirk 
Bogarde (ex-officer despatch rider) 
or the incomparable Trevor Howard 
( ex-paratrooper) to march in alld say: 
'Well done, chaps: 

And yet, and yet. Despite its 
enjoyability quotient, Salome's movie 
does not do justice to the true heroism 
of Lise Villameur and the Resistance. 
Had a fihnmaker attempted a similar 
fictional treatment of her life, Nancy 
Wake would have snapped a magazine 
into a Sten-gun and shot the camera to 
pieces. 

How About You 

Irish but not folk Irish, Maeve Binchy 
Irish with music that includes the title 
song, more pot than poteen and an 
English, star-studded cast: Vanessa 
Redgrave as Georgia, a faded screen 
star, Josh Ackland as Donald, a retired 
judge and Imelda Staunton as Hazel, a 
heartbroken spinster. Add All Ireland's 
Brenda Fricker, as Hazel's angry sister 
Heather, to make a quartet of marvellous 
grumps living in a rural resthome from 
which they have driven all other guests. 

Enter Ellie (Hayley Atwell) to assist 
her sister Kate (Orla Brady) in managing 
the home and the grumps. When Kate 
has to leave, Ellie is initially cowed by 
them. But they force her to retaliation: 
a hurled plate of hot peas. And then to 
personal reformation. Sad, hilarious, 
Christlllas. 

M****SFFV 

The Dark Knight 

Haunting is the word for Heath 
Ledger, the Joker in Christopher 

TBA***NFFV 



Nolan's new take on Bruce Wayne/ 
Batman (Christian Bale). Haunting in 
the performance itself. Haunting in the 
sense of a life needlessly lost. Haunting 
in that members of the Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences are 
likely to award Ledger a posthumous 
Oscar. 

But it also has to be said that 
Ledger's red-lipped virtuosity 
unbalances the movie and overshadows 
Bale's tight, minimalist performance. So, 
too, Maggie Gyllenhaal, the romantic 
interest, Gary Oldham, Gotham City's 
top cop, Aaron Eckhart, its district 
attorney and Michael Caine, Batman's, 
well, batman. 

The movie is darker than a black 
cat swimming in molasses. The plot, 
involving, the Joker's theft of multi
national gangland money is full of holes. 
Not to worry: when a hole appears, 
Nolan plugs it with an el({>losive vehicle 
crash. 

After a while - and it is whilesome 
- a sense of numbness overwhelms as
you watch images thousands of times
larger than a comic-book page and
wonder how many times a grown man
can pull on a hidicrous rubber suit (in
this take, carbon fibre) and go gliding
among skyscrapers and skulduggery.

M**NFFV 

Hancock 

Will Smith in the title role satirically 
deconstructs the comic-book hero, 
playing him as a scruffy Super 
Grogman. Unfortunately, after a crash 
meeting with PR man Ray Embrey 
(Jason Bateman) he does not maintain 
this funny schtik but regresses to a 
rubber suit, sobering up and shaving 
(with his fingernails) to protect Los 
Angeles. 

Embrey also takes Hancock home 
to meet his wife played by Charlize 
Theron. There's an eternal triangle. But 
not a rusty one. Director Peter Berg 
conceals a wonderful twist yet despite 
his deconstruction at the start in his 
ending, apppears to set up a sequel. 

M***NFFV 

Mamma Mia 

They worked for Homer and Byron: 
the starry skies and the azure seas of 
the isles of Greece. They work also for 
Judy Craymer originator of this slightly 
ramshackle movie pantheon for the 
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songs of ABBA which has been running 
for years in the world's theatres. 

Craymer had more than a little 
help from director Phyllida Lloyd and 
writer Catherine Johnson. The movie 
cast is headed by the diva Meryl Streep 
as Donna a former wildchild sobered 
by the birth and raising of a daughter 
Sophie (Amanda Seyfried) about to be 
married to Sky (Dominic Cooper). 

Streep is attended and occasionally 
acted off the screen by Julie Walters 
and Christine Baransky. Pierce Brosnan, 
Colin Firth and Stellen Skarsgard 
come on as Donna's former lovers. Key 
singing and dancing question: which 
one is Sophie's father? 

The true stars of the show are Benny 
Andersson and Bjorn Ulvaeus who 
wrote the songs including: Mammma 
Mia, Dancing Queen and When All ls 
Said and Done. 

Towards the end the movie takes on 
aspects of a riotous Olympian feast. A 
clergyman appears for the wedding. Not 
a Greek Orthdox nor Catholic (despite 
his Roman collar). He appears to have 
been shipped in from the Wee Kirk 
of the Heather, Las Vegas, given his 
readiness to officiate at the wedding of 
the divorced Sam to Donna. And how 
could anyone make a musical showing 
bagpipes unplayed? 

PG****SFFV 

Married Life 

Writer/ director Ira Sachs's 1950s 
blackish comedy b1ings together Harry 
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(Chris Cooper), his w:ife Pat (Patricia 
Clarkson), his much younger girlfriend 
Kay (Rachel Adams) and his best friend 
Richard (Pierce Brosnan). 

To achieve happiness Harry decides 
to kill Pat who is on medication. 
His plan: substitute poison. While he 
bumbles towards implementation, 
Richard courts Kay. Cooper, Clarkson, 
Adams and Brosnan form a splendid 
ensemble. (David Wenham gets a bit 
part as Pat's lover) 

The movie is based on John 
Bingham's Five Roundabouts to Heaven. 
Its tone is a tribute to the Hitchcock 
classic The Trouble with Harry ( with a 
nod to Shakespeare's All's 'Well that Ends 
'Well). Beyond the comedy, its profound 
and memorable question is: Can you 
build happness on the unhappiness of 
another? 

M****NI<'FV 

Children of the Silk Road 

Director Roger Spottiswoode 
takes too long to get the children on 
the road amid China's magnificent 
landscapes. His movie, based on much 
adapted fact, is a Sino-Australian 
co-production. 

He and writers Jane Hawksley and 
James McManus preferred ( under 
Communist Chinese Government 
influence?) to open with sequences of 
patriotic Chinese forces battling the 
Japanese during the 1930s invasion 
which include the infamous Nanking 
massacre of 200,000 civilians. 

The delay does, however, create a 
window on the hero journalist George 
Hogg (Jonathan. Rhys Meyers) who 
rebuilds an orphanage and rescues 60 
children after meeting an American 
Red Cross nurse (Radha Mitchell), a 
Chinese guerilla leader Chow Yun-Fat, 
a trader (Michelle Yeoh) and a fellow 
journalist (David Wenham). 

Rhys Meyers does well with Hogg. 
But not only chauvinism suggests that 
Wenham, wasted in a cameo, would 
have done better. Mitchell, who tends 
to be under-rated by comparison with 
showier contemporaries, is quietly 
superlative. Chow Yun-Fat is a force 
of nature. But it is Michelle Yeoh who 
enlighens in a mix of jade elegance and 
burnished steel. 

Those with long cinema memories 
will recall The Inn of the Sixth Happiness 
(1958) in which Ingrid Bergman saved 



a troupe of children to the tune This 

Old Mm Came Roiling Home. 

M***NFFV 

Get Smart 

Only chronic nostalgics for the 
Sixties Mel Brooks-Buck Henry TV 
series, starring Don Adams, will find 
this feature version resistible. In fact 
the long wait for the feature means it 
has Steve Carrell, none better to take 
up Maxwell Smart's shoephone and 
drive his red Sunbeam Tiger. 

Cleverly, director Peter Segal (with 
writers Tom J Astle and Matt Ember) 
locate these items and other vintage 
props in a museum under which is 
CONTROL HQ presided over by The 
Chief (Alan Arkin). 

When KAOS and its boss Siegfried 
(Terence Stamp) intervene with a 
nuclear thl·eat Smart, a boring yet 
effective analyst, is sent into the field 
with Agent 99 (Anne Hathaway, 
replacing Barbara Feldon). 

The fun is fast but too furious: 
okay in movies open to children to see 
a shoephone in use but not the boot 
going in. 

The Forbidden Kingdom 

Starring Jackie Chan plus Jet Lee. 
What more neds to be said about a 
kungfu movie? Rob Minkoff directs 
John Fusco's script which links the 21st 
century to ancient China. It takes in the 
Chinese legend of the Monkey King 
and more adventures than Marco Polo 
ever dreamt tl1rough Jason Tripitikas 
(Michael Angarano) and a magic staff. 

PG****SFFV 

Salute 

Director Matt Norman's 
documentary chronicles the stand 
taken by his uncle Australian athlete 
Peter Norman during the 1968 Mexico 
Olympics. These, result of the podium 
gesture by African-American athletes 
Tommie Smith and John Carlos, have 
passed into folklore as the Black Power 
Salute Games 

Peter Norman, 200m silver medalist, 
did not join in their salute. He did 
wear a badge supporting them. The 
documentary is notable for its archival 
footage and recent interviews with 
Smith, Carlos and Norman. 

These emphasise the prestige Peter 

Norman continues to enjoy in the 
United States. Incidental information 
about how ill-prepared Australia's 
team was for Mexico's high altitude is 
fascinating. On arrival athletes were 
instructed to put their gear into their 
hotel lift and walk up the stairs. None 
made it yet Peter Norman was not the 
only athlete to win a medal. 

PG***SFFV 

Unfinished Sky 

Cryptic title which hides a poetic 
metaphor for broken lives remade. 
Monie Hendrickx and William Mcinnes 
co-star as Tahmeena, a beaten Afghan 
refugee and John Woldring, a broken
down widower, farming near a remote 
township in Australia. 

Written and directed by Peter 
Duncan the drama is a new version of 
a Dutch original (De Poolse bruid - The 

Polish Bride in which Hendrickx also 
played the lead). 

As John and Tahmeena learn from 
each other and heal, shades of acts 
more commonly inflicted on Asian 
prostitutes than Afghan refugees, 
fall. David Field, playing a cop, again 
displays his mastery of ambiguity. 

Cloudy stuff but Duncan ends 
with a gleam: the resolution of a 
sub-plot involving Tahmeena's missing 
daughter. 

You Don't Mess 
with the Zohan 

Super Israeli commando Zohan 
(Adam Sandler) has a secret yen to be 
a crimper. He takes off for New York 
and gets work in the hairdressing 
salon, setting the scene for co-operation 
between Israelis and Palestinians against 
a dastardly property developer whose 

W
ISDOM is learnt 

from the leisured 

in times of leisure, not 

from the frenetic in 

troubled times. 
-Andrew of St Victor, [died 1175 
AD] MS. Pembroke 45, fo. 124d.

See Beryl Smalley The Study of the
Bible in the Middle Ages, Oxford, 
Basil Blackwell, 1952, p.116. [Ab 

otiosis enim et in tempore otii et non 
a discurrenlibus et perturbationis 

tempore, sapientia discitur] 
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heavies are Irish-Americans, possibly a 
bad in-joke by director Dennis Dugan. 

Sandler is an actor of considerable 
range. In his comedies, however, he 
relies too heavily on inanity to bridge 
the narrow gap between the gross and 
the crass. 

The Love Guru 

Mike (Austin Powers) Myers has 
been known to drop projects because 
he found them too dim. He should've 
exercised his co-writer, producer and 
star prerogatives and dropped this 
satire in which he plays Guru Pitka 

Although Myers has ingratiation 
skills that surpass Sandler's, he also 
finds himself having to use inanity as 
the bridge between gross and crass in 
negotiating his way through the plot. 

This has him competing for a spot 
on the Oprah Winfrey show while 
trying to assist Jane Bullard (Jessica 
Alba) who controls an ice-hockey team 
i.n Canada (birthplace of Myers).

Director Marco Schnabel does
what he can but is overwhelmed by
rude puns, ruder sight gags and Oscar
winner Ben Kingsley, Sir Ben, playing a
cross-eyed guru.

M**NFFV 

And When Did You 
Last See Your Father 

Arthur Morrison (Jim Broadbent) 
and his wife Kim (Juliet Stevenson) 
have a medical practice in GP Heaven, 
otherise known as the Yorkshire Dales. 

Forget thoughts of all things bright 
and beautiful. Working from Blake 
Morrison's memoir about his father, 
director Anand Tucker and scriptwriter 
David Nicholls give us the unstiffening 
of upper lips in a series of flashbacks as 
Blake Morrison (played in adolescence 
by Matthew Beard, in adulthood by 
Colin Firth) rattles the skeletons in the 
family closet while his father dies. 

The players are all pros but give 
the impression of swimming in a sour 
mix of honey and vinegar. In Angela's 

Ashes, Frank McCourt invented what is 
now branded mis-lit and demonstrated 
that misery loves company. This is an 
English middle-class variation and no 
less dreary. See it when your suffering 
from flu, migraine or toothache; it may 
provide a counter-irritant. 

M**NFFV 

-

PG***SFFV 



The Band's Visit 

Into Israel comes the eight-strong 
Alexandria Ceremonial Police Orchestra, 
not as a cover for nefarious action, 
simply to play at the opening of an 
Arabic Cultural Centre. Problem: no one 
seems to have heard they are coming. 

The orchestra's leader Colonel Tewfiq 
(Sasson Gabai) is under pressure from 
bean-counting politicians. He prefers 
not to contact the Egyptian Embassy 
(members of Australian Army pipe bands 
during the defence tenure of Senator 
Robert Ray may appreciate his problem). 

Colonel Tewfiq leads his orchestra in 
their powder-blue uniforms and carrying 
their instruments onto a bus and heads 
for their destination. He finds it but only 
via a detour through an Israeli township 
where during an overnight stay he and 
his orchestra reach understanding with 
the inhabitants led by cafe owner Dina 
(Ron.it Elkabetz). 

Writer/director Eran Kolirin might 

have added a more profound stratum 
by making it clear that Egyptians were 
not Arabs but were Arabised by tribes 
bearing the Koran, a process which 
arguably continues in Paris, France and 
Bradford, Yorkshire. 

Historically it was a pre-Islamic 
Egyptian Pharoah who listened to the 
plea of Moses, 'Let my people go' with 
all its implications, not least the Jewish 
prophet Jesus Christ who widened the 
paradigm of the Chosen People to all 
nations. 

Kolirin's movie is as quiet as a church 
mouse during Lent; its quietness, 
howeve1; lingers longer than many a roar 
from the stardusted MGM lion 

M****NFFV 

The Bank Job 

Heist movie in which durable writers 
Dick Clement and Ian La Frenais give 
director Roger Donaldson any number 
of genre cliches to chew on: Cockney 

villains, bent cops, a bank vault and a 
nerve-racking time frame. 

Clement and La Fresnais add, 
reputedly from history, a royal 
connection in the form of photographs 
that constitute a threat to the realm, their 
naughtiness established by a gratuitous, 
pre-title, soft-porn sequence Hence the 
intervention of MIS, itself involved in 
further sexual skulduggery 

Too much, including violence. 
Donaldson's pace does maintain interest 
as does the energy of the players Jason 
Statham, Saffron Burrows, David Suchet 
and so many other familiar mummers 
that you wonder why Britain doesn't 
have a National Film Company to match 
its Royal Shakespeare Company. 

MA lS+**NFFV 

Ml:'.A CULPA: In last month's review of 17,, Edge ojHetwen 
readers may have ooted an �-peri.ment with lime in 1.hc 
phrase, '1400 years of the 20th century'. l.t may have 
seemed a long century, but not that long. JM 

(c) Austral-Media Pty Ltd 2008
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HE ARCHANGELS 
of the Holy Scriptures 
had come together 
for a momentous  
occasion. They did 
meet occas ional ly, 
but this  t ime the 

archangel of the Gospel of St John had 
suggested that they would also call their 
colleagues of the major prophets of the 
old dispensation: Isaiah, Jeremiah and 
Ezekiel. Daniel and a number of others 
were on a holiday and it would be 
difficult to call them back from a remote 
and faraway cloud. They started as usual 
in any good Catholic gathering with the 
well known prayer: 'Come Holy Spirie 
And directly there was a dove hovering 
over them as a visible sign of his Loving 
Presence. 

John presided over the meeting. 
Matthew would act as scribe; Luke as 

THE AFTERLIFE 

17ze Dove
:, 

the <Spirit of Love:,

TURTLE DOVES 

By ]AMES MUHREN, MHM

-

_. . . .. 
. ...... :;.

T
HESE whimsies of Father James 
Muhren offer a refeshingly Catholic 

perspective on heavenly life. We may 
find theology with a dash of humour, 
as well as generous servings of 
faith, hope and charity - all the while 
drawing on the priceless treasury of 
Catholic tradition and imagination. Ed. 
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medical adviser and Mark as the contact 
man with various departments. The 
matter at hand was to be found in the 
Book of Wisdom. As this book was from 
before Christ, it was important to have 
some of the greater prophets present. 
Actually it was not from the Book of 
Wisdom proper, but from the Song of 
Songs. The Archangels knew that these 
divisions were all of an earthly making. 
Both books were filled with wisdom 
and botb were Songs of love of the one 
true God and of his loving concern for 
his creatures and also of the human love 
that flowed from both. Matthew read 
out the relevant passage: 

2:14 

Come then, my love, my lovely one, come 

My dove hiding in the clefts of the rock 
In the covens of the cliff, 
Show me your face, let me hear your 
voice; .. 
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For your voice is sweet and your 
face is beautiful. 
The key word was 'my dove' symbol 

of the Spirit of love. He may be hiding 
in the clefts of the heart, but He is 
there always. The angels love to hear 
the words 'show me your face'. Luke 
remarked that people keeping doves 
were usually gentle and caring people. 
So he sometimes advised troubled 
souls to keep doves. Mark added that 

doves covered great distances and 
made people of various races all into 
companions of one another. It was quite 
fitting then, John said that they should 
ask for a 'Holy Spirit Cloud', a cloud 
where doves and pigeons could coo to 
their heart's content all for the glory of 
the Spirit of Love. And so it happened. 
The angels know that what you desire 
in heaven comes about directly, because 
all desires are always in keeping with 

The Public 
knows Best? 

A
FTER the Exxon Valdez spilled more than a quarter million
barrels of oil into Alaska's Prince William Sound, the public 

demanded an artificial cleanup despite warnings from experts. The 
experts, it turns out, were right to voice objections to pressure
washing the Alaskan coast. Danish academic Bjorn Lomborg notes 
in his landmark 2001 book The Skeptical Environmentalist that 
the cleanup actually killed marine life. ' By way of experiment,' 
Lomborg writes,' some stretches of beach were left uncleaned, and 
it transpired that life there, returned after just 18 months, whereas it 
did not do so to the cleaned beaches for three to four years. The oil 
experts said this would be the case time and time again during the 
cleanup - but in vain, as this did not harmonize with the public view 
of things, i.e. that a cleanup had to be better for animals.' 

- Daniel J. Flynn, Intellectual Morons: How ideology makes Smart People fall for
Stupid Ideas, Crown Forum New York, 2004, p.57 
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Dangerous 

Democracy? 

T
HE type of democracy
which condemned 

Socrates and Anaxagoras 
in Athens is slowly 
reappearing in the West 
and perhaps in North 
America too. Only the 
struggling, predominantly 
liberal democracy of 
relatively 'small elites' -
so the facts already teach 
us - is an ally of science 
and philosophy. The 
democracy now dominant, 
and finally extended to 
women and half-children, 
is not the friend but rather 
the enemy of reason and 
science. 

- Max Scheler, Die Wissensformen
and die Gesellschaft (1926] p.89.

Quoted, l=rnst Robert Curtlus. 
European Literature and the Latin 

Middle Ages, The Bollinger Library, 
1953, p.2. 

the Holy Will of God. When you get to 
heaven look for a cloud with a golden, 
not a silver lining and you have found 
the cloud that honours the love of God 
the Holy Spirit. It is a cloud where you 
can read the sacred scriptures with 
great profit and immense delight. It is 
a cloud where you will find holy souls 
browsing through the pages of the 
Sacred Book with eagerness and joy. It 
is a cloud where at all times the great 
authors of the Book of Life will be at 
your disposal to clarify and elucidate 
any pages of the Sacred Book with 
eagerness and joy. It is a cloud where at 
all times the great authors of the Book 
of Life will be at your disposal to clarify 
and elucidate any passages that might 
mystify you. It is a cloud above which 
doves and pigeons happily fly to and 
fro. All for the profit of your 'soul and 
for the glory of the Almighty. Holy be 
his Name. 

fArnER JAMES MUHREN is a Mill Hill Missionary who 
has devoted bis life to workiog among the people 
of Borneo, principally in the Parish of St Mary in 
Sibu. He is now retired and living in Holland. 
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