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NEVER SEPARATE 

YOURSELF FROM GOD 

BEG you, join with me in love. Run with me in 
faith. Let us yearn for our heavenly home. Let us 
sigh for it. Let us realize that we are strangers here 
below. What shall we see then ? Listen to the words 
of the gospel now: 'In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.' 
You will come to the fountain from which flows the 

water with which you have been sprinkled at your baptism. You 
will see that light in all its clarity from which fitful and broken 
gleams shone into your heart whilst it was in darkness here 
below. You are being made pure, that you may see and be able 
to look into that light. John himself says: 'Beloved, we are God's 
children; it does not yet appear what we shall be, but we know 
that when he appears we shall be like him, for we shall see him 
as he is.' 

I can see your feelings are being lifted up with me to heavenly 
things, but the perishable body weighs down the soul, and this 
earthly tent burdens the thoughtful mind. I am now going to put 
down the book of the Gospels. You are going to go away, each 
one of you to his own home. To have been together in the same 
light has been good. To have been glad together has been good. 
To have rejoiced together has been good. But when we part 
from one another afterwards, let us not part from God. 

- St Aurelius Augustinus [354-430 AD] also known as St Augustine of Hippo,

Homily 35,8-9 on St John's Gospel. Quoted in The Roman Breviary, Second Reading

at Matins for Tuesday of the 34th Week of the Year.



How we too may enter heaven 

THE ANGELS SHOUT 

FORJOY 

C
HRIST the Lord is risen again ! 

Christ hath broken every chain, 

Hark, the angels shout for joy, 

Singing evermore on high, 

Alleluya ! 

H
E who gave for us his life, 

Who for us endured the strife, 

Is our Paschal Lamb today! 

We too sing for joy, and say 

Alleluya ! 

H
E who bore all pain and loss, 

Comfortless upon the Cross, 

Lives in glory now on high, 

Pleads for us, and hears our cry. 

Alleluya ! 

N
OW he bids us tell abroad

How the lost may be restored, 

How the penitent forgiven, 

How we too may enter heaven. 

Alleluya ! 

- Michael Weisse OFM [1480-1534], from what

was in those days Breslau, Silesia (now Wroclaw, Poland).

Translation by Catherine Winkworth, 1829-1878.
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READING BETWEEN THE LINES 

HERE IS 
p o s s i b l y
n o  m o r e  
m e r c i l e s s  
a teaching 
than that 
of Double 

The second example is of 
the now long dead Rolling 
Stone, Brian Jones. He too 
was a dabbler in things 
devilish and demonic. He 
died young; a death that has 
occasioned dark speculation. 
Marianne Faithful, in her 
autobiography, recounts a 
strange and chilling vision 
she had when in a coma 

Destination. God destines 
some for destruction, 
others for salvation, and 
that before they have 
even been created. It was 
a doctrine very much 
around in St Paul's time, 
and it was used, as it is 
often used, to establish 
one's own glorious status 
through excluding others. 
Paul, however, turned the 

READING THE BIBLE 

GRACIOUSLY 

caused by a drug overdose 
in Sydney, shortly after 
Jones' death. 

Jones appeared to 
her outside the hospital 
window and beckoned her 
to follow. She did, and she 
wandered with him over 

By ROBERT TILLEY

doctrine on its head, and 
in Romans he argues that everyone is double destined; all are 
bound over to disobedience, in order that all can be objects of 
God's mercy (J 1.32).

All are excluded in order that all can be included. 
And St Paul goes further still, he identifies those whom one 

wanted to see as being excluded and destined for destruction, 
as being the very ones who are chosen by God as necessary 
for one's own salvation! Thus, Jews and Gentiles are the 
necessary means of God's grace for each other (J 1.28-31).

If we wanted to see what a truly gracious reading of the 
Bible looks like, Paul gives us the pre-eminent example. Not 
only must mercy inform our understanding of God, it must 
also inform our reading of His word. It ought also to inform 
our reading of other people's lives. For, if one looks hard 
enough, in every life one can see something of the working 
of God's desire for the blessing of that individual, often in the 
actions of those whom they opposed. 

And in this respect two examples come to mind. 
Roslyn Norton was known as the Witch of Kings Cross, 

and was involved in "sex-magik", the conjuring up of demons, 
and devil worship. That this may have been expressive of 
a� adolescent mentality that loved to shock, or symptoms 
of a very damaged soul, is something I cannot judge. 
Whatever the case was, she was serious - but 
then so too was God. 

Roslyn Norton spent her last days in the 
loving care of the Sisters at St Vincents, 
and it was reported that not only did 
they fuss over her and love her, Roslyn 
too responded to their affection in kind. 
What the outcome was of this mercy of 
God again I cannot say, but it does not 
seem unreasonable to believe that it 
would have worked the salvation of her 
soul. 

some rather empty and 
desolate spaces. She remembers feeling sad for him, thinking 
that he seemed not to know that he was dead. He seemed 
confused and lost. And then they came to the edge of a dark 
abyss, and over and into it he went. That was the last she saw 
of him. Soon she came out of her coma, but the vision was 
something she could not forget. Who could? 

So where, then, is the evidence of God's mercy? 
You're reading it, and, perhaps, you're a means of it. 
For my part it struck me so forcibly that I now pray for 

Jones' soul, as well, at times, for Norton's soul. You might, 
at times do likewise. You might do so for the souls of others 
whom you have read or heard about. 

Who brought these people to your attention? Who moves 
us to pray for these lost souls? 

Perhaps, the fact that we are so moved shows that they are 
not, after all, lost. That before their deaths God gave them 
some seed of grace that is now, through our prayers, being 
brought to fruition. In the depths of purgatory they are being 
guided out of the abyss they stepped into, led through our 
prayers - prayers prompted by God's grace - to follow the 
path up that Jesus left after he'd descended into Hell and 
released the captives. 

Many claim that God is total mystery; but they are 
wrong, He has made Himself known in Jesus 

Christ and we know He is full of mercy. 
St Paul, however, does allow that God is 

inscrutable in the way in which He extends 
the reach of the grace found only in Jesus. 
Again and again, God confounds us when 
He lets us know just how powerful and 
all-encompassing is His mercy. But it is St 
Paul who puts it best: 'where sin abounds, 
grace far more abounds' (Rom.5.20).

ROBERT TILLEY is a regular contributor to Annals. 
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EDITORIAL 

ABC AM 702 sets 75% cfits Listeners' Teeth on Edge 
[No, we haven't lost our sense cf humour but ... J 

LET'S KILL GOD AGAIN? 

EARS ago, if 'Aunty' 
- as the respectable
and trustworthy, if
somewhat staid and
even  occas ional ly
WASPish ABC was
affectionately called

- flirted too much with the right [ or
left] one tended to excuse her dalJiance.
As one might overlook a maiden great
aunt's occasionally becoming a little tipsy 
on sweet sherry as she played a hand 
or two of euchre with some of her old 
cronies. It was a glitch. An aberration.
There were mechanisms in place to
correct any imbalance. 

This seems no longer to be the case. 
The aberrations are daily becoming the 
norm. What mechanisms existed have 
long ago rusted away from disuse - or 
misuse. 

By Paul Stenhouse

The once family-oriented and even
handed ABC has cut her ties with the 
past. 'Aunty' has shed all pretence at 
impartiality in reporting or programming 
and metamorphosed, like Little Red 
Riding Hood's grandmother, into a less 
than attractive Wolf with attitude. 1 

It doesn't seem to matter which dial 
you twirl or which button you push, 
what time of the day it is, or what 
programme you've [literally] stumbled 
upon. If it's your ABC then it's likely 
that its anti-Christian slant could well 
set your semi-circular canals awash with 
insult, innuendo and worse. 

And it's not just the ABC. The BBC 
was recently accused of 'let[ting] vicar 
gags pass but they would not let imam 
gags pass. They might pretend that 
it's, you know, something to do with 
their moral sensibilities, but it isn't. It's 

The Fixed Pole around which 

Human Life Revolves 

F
AR.BE IT from me to suggest that religion ought to be segregated
from practical life and that self-interest and the acquisitive 

instinct are to be given free play. There is all the difference in the 
world between the religious distinction between the sacred and the 
profane or the spiritual and the temporal and the modern secularist 
opposition between religion as the sphere of subjective emotion, 
and business and politics as the world of objective reality. On the 
contrary, religion is the sphere of the absolute, while business and 
politics belong to the sphere of the relative. Religion is the fixed 
pole on which hµman life revolves and to which all its parts must be 
related. Even pagan society has recognised this, as we see in its 
constant effort to consecrate the social order and the work by which 
men live to the divine powers which rule the world. Perhaps the most 
striking example of this is the great annual ceremony of the Sacrifice 
to Heaven by which the Emperor of China, as it were, co-ordinated 
the social order with the Way of Heaven, and we see the same idea 
everywhere in the elaborate codes of ritual and religious law by 
which the archaic cultures regulated their existences. 

- Christopher Dawson, Religion and the Modern State, Sheed & Ward, 
L0ndon, 1935 pp.124-5. 
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because they're scared. I know these 
people.'2 

None of the bloggers on the ABC TV 
Message Board after World Youth Day 
was frightened to insult Catholics. The 
Message Board was a hodge-podge of 
anti-Catholic venom, old-fashioned 
no-Papery and plain bile - all in the 
name of freedom of speech. 

The blogs are reportedly vetted 
by a 'moderator' on the watch for 
'abusive or defamatory ... threatening, 
discriminatory or otherwise unlawful' 
posts. All biogs are supposed to be 
'constructive and polite'. One marvels at 
the difference between ABC-speak and 
English as the rest of us understand it. 

Of all Christians, Catholics have 
become most inured over the centuries 
to harsh and often unjust criticism - to 
say nothing of persecution and mayhem. 
Arguing against the Church because of 
Catholics who don't obey her teachings, 
is rather like arguing against public 
broadcasting because the ABC has gone 
partisan. After two thousand years it 
seems that the continuing existence of 
Catholicism is still a challenge that many 
contemporaries resent or find difficult 
to understand. Usually we admittedly 
imperfect Catholics suffer in silence. 
Occasionally we react. This is one of 
those times. 

ABC AM 702 only came into existence 
in 2000. Before that it was known as 
2BL which was the first full-time radio 
station in Australia. 2BL commenced on 
November 23, 1923. 

Despite his pleasantly modulated 
voice, Simon Marnie the presenter of 
ABC AM 702's Sunday programme, is a 
far cry from what 2BL listeners have a 
right to expect from someone working 
for what is still described as the flagship 
of ABC Local Radio. 

The blatant 'in your face' tone of his 
programme on a recent Sunday morning 
- September 21 - suggests that he

,..... 



must feel awfully sure that ridiculing 
Christianity meets with the approval of 
his bosses, whoever they Illight be. 

All stops were pulled out as he gave 
air time to a rocker, Dave Graney. This 
guest spent a great deal of this time 
rubbishing his former Catholic beliefs, 
mocking the Church and revelling in the 
shock value of a song called 'Let's kill 
God Again'. 

Graney admitted that it is 'pretty 
polemic,' and said he was 'delighted' 
to play the song in Catholic countries 
because it 'had some power' and he 
could 'let fly with dropping [sic!] some 
science on them'. 

Usually one would simply turn off the 
radio rather than endure such assaults 
on good taste, and disregard for the 
sensitivities of listeners. 

The ABC, however, is not co=ercial 
radio; it is government funded, and it 

The Fruits of Secular Education 

is still a government instrumentality. 
The fact that it has become a secure 
haven for some whose aim seems to 

H
lTHERTO the civil-Power has been Christian. Even in countries 

separated from the Church, as in my own, the dictum was in force, 

when I was young, that "Christianity was the law of the land". Now, that 

goodly framework of society, which is the creation of Christianity, is 

throwing off Christianity. The dictum to which I have referred, with a 

hundred others which followed upon it, is gone, or is going everywhere; 

and, by the end of the century, unless the Almighty interferes, it will be 

forgotten. Hitherto, it has been considered that religion alone, with its 

supernatural sanctions, was strong enough to secure submission of 

the masses of our population to law and order; now the Philosophers 

and Politicians are bent on satisfying this problem without the aid of 

Christianity. Instead of the Church's authority and teaching, they would 

substitute first of all a universal and thoroughly secular education, 

calculated to bring home to every individual that to be orderly, 

industrious and sober, is his personal interest. Then, for great working 

principles to take the place of religion, for the use of the masses thus 

carefully educated, it provides - the broad fundamental ethical truths, 

of justice, benevolence, veracity, and the like; proved experience; and 

those natural laws which exist and act spontaneously in society, and 

in social matters, whether physical or psychological; for instance, in 

government, trade, finance, sanitary experiments, and the intercourse of 

nations. As to religion, it is a private luxury, which a man may have if he 

will; but which of course he must pay for, and which he must not obtrude 

upon others, or indulge in to their annoyance. 

be to ridicule what vestiges of 
traditional Christian culture or mores 
remain in this country, is surely of 
interest to Australian taxpayers who 
deserve to know how their taxes are 
being spent. 

It is a sign of the times that ABC 
producers and presenters [public servants 
in all but name] can thumb their noses at 
75% of the Australian population - those 
who believe in God - and feel under no 
threat in a volatile job market. 

When Marnie welcomed Dave 
Graney to the programme he mentioned 
how appropriate it was that a song 
entitled 'Let's kill God Again' should 
be featured on a Sunday. He had done 
this deliberately: 'Because it's Sunday,' 
he said, 'the track's called "Let's kill God 
Again".' 

And then he added that the rock band 
The Lurid Yellow Mzstwhich featured this 
'song' had played [ again, it seemed, by 
design] in all the Catholic countries of 
Europe. 

'Let's Kill God Again' features along 
with other oddball 'musical' offerings 
from Dave and his band like 'You Had 
To Be Drunk,' 'Junk Time,' 'I Like To Be 
Haunted,' 'Bring Me My Liar,' and other 
music of this ilk. 

Graney was at pains to tell listeners 
that 'Let's Kill God Again' had been 
performed in Portugal, Spain, France and 
Ireland 'and it was great fun doing it.' 

Ireland was singled out as a country 

- John He'nry Cardinal Newman, from his 'Biglietto Speech,' the address he made to 
the Holy Father, Pope Leo XIII on the occasion of his being named Cardinal of the 

Roman Church with the title of St George in Velabro. 

where anti-Catholic sentiment, and 
insults to Irish nuns, brothers and 
priests ['mad, crummy, nuns, brothers 
and priests'] went down well. The pity 
was, it appeared, that, unlike Ireland, the 
Europeans' imperfect grasp of English 
prevented their full appreciation of the 
lyrics. 

I arrived at my destination before the 
progra=e ended. 

Once you would have had to go to the 
Sydney Domain or wherever speakers, 
soapboxes and audiences got together, 
to hear cynics and knockers, self-styled 
'rationalists' and atheists venting their 
anger and hurt, real and imaginary, at 
God or the Church - at her history and 
doctrines. They would entertain their 

audience by painstakingly erecting 'straw 
men' and bravely attacking them. 

These days you only have to throw 
a switch to gain access to others' most 
secret thoughts and frustrations; to 
hear them sounding off, trivialising 
and demolishing the keystone from 
the unseen but real arch that protects 
them. 

Not anger but sadness at what is, 
and at what might have been, was my 
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predominant emotion as 'Aunty' sailed 
through cyber space with her true 
colours nailed to the masthead of the 
flagship of ABC Local Radio. 

Has anybody in the ABC considered 
that flaunting lyrics like 'Let's Kill God 
Again' at government expense makes a 
mockery of attempts by government 
to halt the spread of violence in this 
country? 

Friedrich Nietzsche's well-known 
essay [ to which both Marnie and Graney 
allude] has a madman screaming out 
'We have killed God'. Our ABC thinks 
it's appropriate on a Sunday to interview 
a rocker who entertains people by 
suggesting that they 'kill God again'. 

If attempts to 'kill God' can 
be celebrated and toasted on 
Commonwealth funded local radio then 
all citizens - and not just Catholics 
- who are not amused when God is
dishonoured should seriously consider
their options. 

1. See Beware o
f 

the '.Bn"ckfielders;tnis issue page. 7. 

2. Liz Thomas, in ''The BBC will tackle Islam differently 
to [ sic!] Christianity, admits its Director General," Daily 
Mai4 Ottobcr 15, 2008. She is quoting Ben Elton. See 
Mailonline. 



AUSTRALIAN LORE 

THEY WENT TO LAW 

By William Goodge B ROWN and Jones of Simpsonville 
They owned adjoining land. 
Yes ! 

Owned adjoining land, 
And you can understand 
That Brown and Jones of Simpsonville 
Were cross enough to make them ilL 
Their hatred it was fit to kill, 
Undoubtedly they had the will, 
Did Brown and Jones of Simpsonville, 

Who owned adjoining land! NOW Brown and Jones of Simpsonville 
Had one dividing fence. 
Yes ! 

One dividing fence, 
But that was quite immense. 
The fence was broke, and Lanky Bill, 
The groom of Brown of Simpsonville, Allowed 
the cows to roam at will 
To Jones's barley paddock still 
Through that dividing fence. THEN Mister Jones of Simpsonville 

He swore he'd go to law. 
Yes 

Swore he'd go to law, 
For he was feeling sore. 
And Quilp, the lawyer, famed for skill, 
Discussed with Jones the harm and ill 
The cows of Brown had done, until 
The smallest Jack and youngest Jill 

Within the town of Simpsonville 
Knew Jones had gone to law ! 

AND Mister Brown of Simpsonville 
He got a lawyer too. 
Yes! 

Got a lawyer too, 
He meant to see it through! 
And each one swore the legal mill 

Would stop the other's cheek and "frill", 
And give his nibs a nasty pill 
To swallow with his breakfast grill. 
Oh, Brown and Jones of Simpsonville 
They meant to see it through ! 

THE case came on at Simpsonville, 
The lawyers made it last. 
Yes! 

Lawyers made it last, 
They never work too fast. 
But when the lawyers had their fill 
Of Brown and Jones's safe and till, 
Then Mr. Justice Candysquill 
Nonsuited Jones, allowed him nil; 
The trespass case of Simpsonville 
Had finished up at last ! 

EN Brown received his lawyer's bill 
ou should have heard his tones. 
es! 

Should have heard his tones, 
And those remarks of Jones! 
And Mrs. Jones's voice was shrill, 
And Mrs. Brown was simply ill, 
And both the clients longed to kill 
The lawyers and the Lanky Bill, 
And pave the streets of Simpsonville 
With those attorneys' bones ! 

S O BROWN and Jones of Simpsonville 
They owned adjoining land. 
Yes! 

Owned adjoining land, 
That is, you'll understand, 
They owned the land, of course, until 
They each received the lawyer's bill, 
And then they sold to fill the till 
Of those two lawyers, men of skill. 
They're carting wood in Simpsonville. 
The lawyers own the land ! 

William Goodge, 1862-1909, was born in England. He spent his first years in Ausu·alia as a swagrnan, and as a 'new chum rouse-about,' 
in shearing sheds. Then he was given a job as a reporter on the Lithgow Enterprise and Sunny Comer Advocate owned at that time by the 
Argentinian-born poet and journalist John Farrell, your editor's great-grandfather. He went on to work on various NSW country papers 
and eventually for John Norton for whose paper, Truth, he wrote every Sunday. 
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Chesterton and the Cynics 

Like Annals ] uly 2008 ['Media 
Flagships out of Their Depths'] I was 
dismayed and saddened by the anti
Catholic bigotry circulated by 'certain 
media', during the weeks of preparation 
for World Youth Day. But what a change 
there was when WYD Week got going. 
It seems that the news media were 
overwhelmed by the wonder of it all 
and at the end of the week reported on 
it as if it were a block-busting tribute to 
the Australian Way. The moment they 
cease to shout it down [the Catholic 
Church], they begin to listen to it with 
pleasure. How appropriate was that 
quotation from G.K.C. 
Epping NSW 2121 CLAUDE RIGNEY 

LETTERS 

Anything goes 

'Anything goes' sang Cole Porter 
in the 30s, but I rather think even he 
would be surprised if he was around 
today and picked up The Age Green 
Guide of 17 April 2008. On page 15 
Patricia Maunder tells us: 'Australians 
need to shoot better sex scenes'. 

' ... local television series seem to be 
demanding more and more sex scenes,' 
she says, 'witness programs such as 
Underbelly and Satisfaction.' 

A director, one Dean Francis, is 
concerned about this, she writes. He is 
also 'comfortable' about the concept of 
simulating sex. So comfortable that he 
is teaching a Directing Sex Scenes at a 
Sydney film and television production 
organization in July. 

It is all so ... so what? So revealing, 
if you will pardon the pun. Did you 
know that female actors defend their 
modesty with flesh-colured G-strings? 
And the males? Actress Alison White 
(reports Maunder) tells us: 'The boys 
are in something like a little sock with a 
drawstring at the top.' 

G-strings? Little socks? Why bother? 
What do they hide? Anyway, soon these 
devices will be dumped, sensibly, as 
actors become more 'comfortable' with 

Beware of 

the 'Brickfielders' 

F
orget the UFOs and Martians; we have been overrun by 

'Brickfielders' - a more sinister and omnipresent peril. That's what 

the plain-spoken people who made Australia great used to call those 

who, like the red dust carried by the hot north wind, spoil everything 

they touch. Nothing escapes their gritty, intrusive ways. 'Brickfielder,' 

I cried out one morning at 6.10 when I heard yet another ABC 

announcer mangle our perfectly good English tongue. In ABC-speak 

the brickfielders called Good Friday Easter Friday. It matters not that 

Good Friday was how our Catholic English ancestors described the 

day that Jesus was crucified, or that Easter Friday is the following 

Friday. The word 'Good' may have been spelt guode, gode, gude, or 

good, but Good Friday it was and, despite the brickfielders, still is. 

This unwillingness on the part of Public Radio to call the day 'Good' 

on which Christ died is but one of many straws that are in danger of 

breaking the back of what remains of a Christian culture in this Great 

South Land of the Holy Spirit - as the Spanish explorers called it. 

- Editor Annals.
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real sex scenes, responding to more 
and more 'demand' as the line fades 
between over-the-counter sex and 
under-the-counter pornography. 

Not all that different, is it, from 
filming copulating cattle in a stud farm. 

And so it proceeds, precedent by 
precedent, this orderly descent into 
the abyss of decadence, with 'society' 
presumed to be approving or at least 
yawningly acquiescent. Trouble is you 
have no idea what you will find when 
you hit bottom ( a whiff of Sodom and 
Gomorrah?) or what chastisement you 
will incur. 
Leopold Victoria 3224 FRANK COLYER 

"The Greenie Commentariat" 

Vaclav Kraus's book "Blue Planet in 
Green Shackles" published by C.E.I. 
(Competitive Enterprise Institute, 
Washington, D.C.) elaborates on Wanda 
Skowronska's quotation at the beginning 
of her article [Annals 4/2008] 

As a civil engineer of long standing, 
it flabbergasts me to think that 
economics professors, e.g. Prof. Stern in 
the U.K. and Prof. Garnaut in Australia 
can dictate my lifestyle by supporting, 
at enormous cost, drastic changes to 
the environment. The media hype, 
influenced by Al Gore's documentary 
film, often overshadowed facts. The 
Serbian mathematician and scientist, 
Milutin Milankovitch (1879 - 1958) 
formulated the Astronomical Theory 
of Climatic Changes. Milankovitch 
identified a series of cyclical events 
which have affected the world over 
millions of years. The twentieth and 
twenty-first century weather patterns 
form a new cycle. All is not doom and 
gloom as Stern, Garnaut and Gore 
predict. 

There is a problem in all religions, 
Christian and others, adopting the UN 
Earth Charter Document, especially in 
respect to abortion. Cardinal Pell should 
be at pains to disentangle the Catholic 
Church from the Greenie activists who 
are treating eco-activism as a religion. 

Australia may contribute 1 % of the 
world's pollution and for this is being 
punished by drastic laws to off-set it. 
It is unreasonable to allow China and 
India (already contributing 20% of 
green house gases, rising by 100/op.a. 
without the restrictions of the Kyoto 
Agreement) to operate unfettered. 

There is no advantage in being 



the world leader in climate-change 
restrictions at this stage and our 
Government should refrain from 
introducing them. 
Hunters Hill NSW 2110 ARTHUR BOYD 

May I compliment Wanda 
Skowronska on her article 'The Greenie 
Commentariat' in the 2008/4 issue of 
Annals. I found it informative and a 
timely warning on attempts to use well 
meaning religious people to further the 
cause of what is basically paganism. 
Gloucester NSW 2422 R.P.HEWEIT 

Friendship between Japan 
and Australia 

Congratulations again on an excellent 
issue [Annalr 5/2008]. 

I don't know how you do it. 
I especially enjoyed 'The Priest and 

the Samurai Swords' by Father Paul 
Glynn. I have always felt embarrassed 
by the cultivated hatred of Ja pan, all 
too often by those who had little direct 
experience of them during the war. My 
father had many dealings with Japanese 
in Thursday Island and Darwin and often 
averred that Japan was sinned against as 
much as sinning, this from the head of a 
family which lost its house and contents 
to Japanese bombing in Darwin. 

I have had many friendly dealings 
with senior Japanese academic, military 
and diplomatic figures, some of them 
WWII veterans, and found it impossible 
to generate any dislike. I have also 
been conscious that the WWII conflict 
covered only a short period of the 
normally valuable relationship between 
the two countries. I am also conscious 
that the greatest post-war hostility 
and vengeance-seeking towards Ja pan 
seemed to come from Australia. 

I would be inclined to take issue 
with Father Glynn's comments on 
Generals Bennett and Blarney but it's 
too peripheral to a great story. 
Gisborne Vic 3437 MICHAEL O'CONNOR AM 

Illogical Positivists 

In Annals [7 /2008] an English 
philosopher (sic), A.J.Ayers, is quoted as 
claiming that as faith in God is beyond 
our sense experience, it is essentially 
meaningless. 

Ayers' conclusion is an intellectual 
judgement and therefore beyond our 
sense experience so it thereby contradicts 
itself. Empiricists ( also known as logical 
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positivists) claim that nothing is to be 
believed that cannot be demonstrated 
by experiment or observation. Since 
this intellectual judgement cannot 
be demonstrated by experiment or 
observatio� it refutes itself. 
Tuggerawong ACT 2259 Amm/RNEGUS 
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Statuettes 

You may be pleased to know that 
I have made many friends happy with 
a statuette of our Lady of the Sacred 
Heart [ see this issue, p.36] for their 
birthday. For the last five years I made 
a small wooden shrine as well. Many 
thanks for these statuettes, and also for 
the Annals which I read from cover to 
cover. 
Carnegie, Victoria 3163 HENRY ERFTEMEYER 

(Readers' comments are welcomed, not jusl on 
material Lhat appears in Annals.. but on issues that concern 
the Catholic and the wider community. Please keep your 
letters shorl. They may be edited if too long. Always print 
your full name and address. and include a daytime phone or 
fax number or e-mail address at whicli you can be reached. 
Editor, Annals). 



CATHOLIC HI STORY 

Pope Piu.s XII spared no ejfort, including secret ones) to save Jews 

COURAGEOUS DEDICATION OF PIUS XII 

Address by Pope Benedict XVI 

HEN 0 N E 80 delegates of concentration camp 
approaches the 
f igure o f  Pius  

• XII  ' free f rom
i d e o l o g i c a l  
prejudices,' one
must recognize his

'courageous and paternal dedication' to 
saving, wherever possible, the greatest 
possible number of Jews, which 
included working 'secretly and silently'. 

A congress organized by the Pave

the Way Foundation 50 years after the 
death of Pope Pacelli gave Benedict XVI 
the opportunity to recall the 'historical 
truth' about Pius XII's efforts to save 
Jews, which were recognized after the 
war by many Jewish figures, including 

survivors. 
'So much has been written and said' 

about Pius XII, the pope noted, over 
the past five decades, 'and not all of the 
genuine facets of his diverse pastoral 
activity have been examined in a just 
light'. 

'When one draws close to this noble 
Pope, free from ideological prejudices', 
he continued, 'in addition to being 
struck by his lofty spiritual and human 
character one is also captivated by the 
example of his life and the extraordinary 
richness of his teaching. One can also 
come to appreciate the human wisdom 
and pastoral intensity which guided him 
in his long years of ministry, especially 

Objective Truth 

C
ONCOMITANT with the desire to know is the thought 

that one should, at least, aim at the truth even though 

we may only approximate it most of the time; in other words, 

the goal is to eventually acquire objective knowledge after 

a process of trial and error, conjectures and refutations, 

corroboration and disconfirmation. The attainment of truth 

is the common end of all the sciences, understood in the 

broadest sense. Indeed, philosophers have often defined 

knowledge in terms of truth, knowledge being justified true 

belief. Continental charlatans - postmodernists and others 

- have cast doubt on the possibility of objective knowledge,

and they have further argued that the very notion of truth

is coercive, imperialist, and a part of the discourse of

power. To reject the notion of truth - objective knowledge

- is to abandon the very possibility of science, rational

discourse, and even morality, civil society, and politics - since 

ethical and political decisions often depend on having

access to knowledge, objective knowledge of civilization tout

court.

- lbn Warraq, Defending tlie West: A Critique of Edward Said's Orientalism,

Promotheus Books, New York, 2007, p.61 
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in providing organized assistance to the 
Jewish people'. 

'Thanks to the vast quantity of 
documented material which you 
have gathered', Benedict XVI told 
those present, 'supported by many 
authoritative testimonies, your 
symposium offers to the public forum 
the possibility of knowing more fully 
what Pius XII achieved for the Jews 
persecuted by the Nazi and fascist 
regimes. One understands, then, that 
wherever possible he spared no effort 
in intervening in their favour either 
directly or through instructions given 
to other individuals or to institutions of 
the Catholic Church. In the proceedings 
of your convention you have also drawn 
attention to his many interventions, 
made secretly and silently, precisely 
because, given the concrete situation 
of that difficult historical moment, only 
in this way was it possible to avoid the 
worst and save the greatest number of 
Jews. 

'This courageous and paternal 
dedication was recognized and 
appreciated during and after the terrible 
world conflict by Jewish communities 
and individuals who showed their 
gratitude for what the Pope had done 
for them. 

'One need only recall Pius XII's 
meeting on the 29th of November 
1945 with eighty delegates of German 
concentration camps who during a 
special Audience granted to them 
at the Vatican, wished to thank him 
personally for his generosity to them 
during the terrible period of Nazi-fascist 
persecution'. 

Benedict XVI finally expressed the 
'great hope' that this year 'will provide 
the opportunity to promote in-depth 
studies of various aspects of his life and 
his works in order to come to know 
the historical truth, overcoming every 
remaining prejudic0,'. 

Source: AsiaNews 



CATHOLIC CULTURE 

Interview with the Cardinal Arch-Priest ef St Paul�-Outside-the-Walls 

ST PAUBS JUBILEE 

JUNE 2008- JUNE 2009 

ARDINAL Andrea 
C o r d e r o  La n z a  
d i  M o n t e z e m o l o ,  
archpriest  of  the 
Basilica of St Paul's
Outide-the-W alls, had 
the idea of a Jubilee 

Year for St Paul who is buried beneath 
the basilica. Good ideas wither if they 
are not welcomed but Montezemolo's 
suggestion was taken up by Pope 
Benedict who, on June 28, opened the 
Jubilee which will run for a year and a 
day. Benedict captured the essence of 
Paul in his homily on June 28 in which 
he said 'He ( Paul) speaks and acts as 
a man moved by the responsibility of 
love.' 

'Benedict agreed enthusiastically 
to my proposal,' said Cardinal 
Montezemolo. 'I think Paul should 
be a model because he preached 
Christ so effectively both through his 
writing and by founding new Christian 
communities.' 

The interview took place in Cardinal 
Montezemolo's office at St Paul's 
which is downriver from St. Peter's. 
The basilica was built here because it 
is the site where Paul was buried after 
being decapitated nearby. Since 2006 
compactly-built Montezemolo, blue-eyed 
with greying hair, has been responsible 
for the basilica. 

'Paul was an apostle even though 
he did not meet Christ like the other 
apostles - in fact he was a persecutor 
of Christians until he was converted by 
his encounter with Christ on the road 
to Damascus. 

'Unfortunately he is less well-known 
than he should be - his thought is 
rewarding but complex, so needs 
sustained attention. Pope Benedict has 
identified the main aims of the Jubilee 
as coming to know better and meditate 
on the figure of Paul and his message, 

By Desmond O'Grady 

and then act accordingly, particularly 
spreading Christianity. 

'The Basilica has always been 
identified with ecumenism and this will 
be a major focus of the Jubilee Year.' 

In 2006 excitement and confusion 
was caused by the announcement that 
St. Paul's tomb had been discovered -
partly because the Italian word scoperto

translates as both 'discovered' and 
'uncovered'. In fact a wall at one end of 
the tomb was removed. 

'Will the tomb be opened for the 
Jubilee?' 

'No. I hope that can be done later by 
my successor. But it was too big a task 
to be completed before the Jubilee -
it would have been a mistake to have a 
workyard around the tomb during that 
period ' said Montezemolo who was an 
architect before becoming a priest. 

Statue of St Paul in St Peter's square. He 
holds the sword, symbol of his martyrdom 
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'It is the unbroken and never 
contested tradition that Paul is buried 
here - the basilica was built precisely 
because he lay here just as St.Peter's 
was built above Peter's burial place. 
Two years ago we uncovered the end of 
his sarcophagus by removing part of a 
wall so it can now be seen by all. The 
wall was built around it in the fourth 
or fifth century, probably as protection 
against frequent flooding by the nearby 
Tiber river. The rest of the tomb has to 
be detached from this wall and Arnolfo 
di Cambio's 13th century canopy above 
the tomb would have to be dismantled. 
They are both daunting tasks.' 

Montezemolo was made a cardinal 
after over four decades in the Vatican 
diplomatic corps. Some object to the 
large number of red hats given to those 
at the end of their diplomatic service. 
But Montezemolo brought a rich 
background to the college of cardinals. 

Born into a well-known Turin 
aristocratic family in 1925, he was the 
son of a colonel in the Italian Army 
who headed a clandestine Resistance 
force in Rome during World War II. As 
a teenager Andrea aided his father in 
the Resistance to the Nazi Germans and 
Italian Fascists. 

After a Communist Partisan's bomb 
killed 30 German soldiers in central 
Rome, the Germans rounded up over 
300 Italians and killed them as a reprisal. 
Andrea's father was one of the victims in 
this notorious vendetta which took place 
in the Adeatine Caves on the outskirts 
of Rome. It is still commemorated each 
year and Andrea's father is honoured as 
a Catholic Resistance leader. 

One of the German officers who 
carried out the slaughter, Erich 
Priebke, is still held in Rome. Cardinal 
Montezemolo has called for his release. 

How did the shooting of his father 
affect him? 



'Profoundly. I would not say it 
explains my vocation - vocations should 
not be explained but accepted. But it 
was hugely important.' 

Shortly after it, a Montezemolo 
battalion was formed within the Italian 
forces fighting alongside the Americans 
and their allies as they pursued the 
retreating Germans north of Rome. 
Montezemolo was a private in the 
Montezemolo Battalion, refusing even 
the rank of corporal. 

After the war he graduated as 
an architect. He worked with Pier 
Luigi Nervi who, among other 
things, constructed the Hall for papal 
audiences, and also taught architecture 
at La Sapienza university in Rome. 

A brilliant architectural career 
seemed likely and his background 
would have been an advantage - his 
family is an historic one. Its best-known 
representative at the moment is a 
cousin, Luca Cordero di Montezemolo, 
President of the Fiat motor works and 
Ferrari, the world champion racing cars. 

Instead of pursuing an architecture 
career, in the 1950s Andrea studied for 
the priesthood and then attended the 
school for Vatican diplomats. He saw 
service in Mexico, Japan and Kenya 
- Uganda - Tanzania. After five years
back in the Vatican Secretariat of State
he was undersecretary for the Vatican
Justice and Peace Commission until he
became, in 1972, the first Vatican nuncio 
to Papua New Guinea. 

His years as a diplomat in four 
continents at times were tough, at 
times dramatic but always enlightening. 
When he arrived in Port Moresby, the 
capital of New Guinea, there were only 
13 miles of sealed roads out of the city. 
While in Central America, he twice 
had to conduct tense negotiations with 
Honduran terrorists who had seized 
hostages. In the first case he obtained 
the release of all 30 airline passengers, 
in the second he negotiated successfully 
to save a hundred businessman. 

Montezemolo helped Benedict XVI 
design his intriguing coat-of-arms which 
features a bear, a scallop shell and the 
head of a Moor. 

The Moor, Montezemolo explained, 
is Saint Maurice, a Christian commander 
of a Roman army which was deployed 
beyond the Alps in Teutonic territory. 
He was martyred. Some early chroniclers 
described him as an Ethiopian but it is 

Tomb of St Paul 

S
T �A�US-_OUTSIDE-THE-WALLS is a vast Basilica containing a 'forest' 
of. 60 .granite columns and a ·colourful mosaic' in the apse. It has majesty 

but little intimacy. 
. After,d�capitatiC>n ata nearby Site wh_ere there is now a Trappist

mcmasteryf lire P..:ontane·r -Paiil:-wa-s'buried i•n-.a burial ground owned by a 
Christia,n mJitron[.,jclna .. Here. t!"Je emperor Constantine built the first 
church,6f'St Paul's to. hor:iour the martyr just as he built St Peter's after 
officially recognising Christianity which previous emperors had persecuted 
intermittently. 

Some decades _lat�r a larger St. Paul's was built but this was largely
destroyed by a disastrous fire in midsummer 1823. Part of the triumphal 
a.rch .and. J'l!')Se were saved: as were ,the saint's tomb and the altar above it 
but not much else. A few of-the mosaicmundels, portraits of popes high 
on the wa!I�, were not destroyed and the series h\'!S now, been completed 
up to Benedict XVI. The beautiful 13th ,century· cloister, the best in Rome, 
remained intact. It is cared for by th'e monks of the adjo'ining Benedictine 
abbey and can be visited. 

All the, world's Catholics were asked to contribute to,the reconstruction 
of St Paul's which was completed in 1854. Many non-Catholics also 
contributed, including the Czar of Russia and the ruler of Egypt, Mohammed 
Ali, who supplied precious alabaster for the windows. 

- Desmond O'Grady 

thought he could have been an Egyptian 
or Libyan. 

Saint Corbinian, one of the first 
bishops of Munich, met the bear while 
coming to Rome on horseback. When 
the bear killed the packhorse, the saint 
ordered the bear to carry his luggage 
to Rome. The bear obeyed. Some say 
Benedict sees himself, in accepting 
his papal role, sees himself as the 
dutiful, plodding bear, God's beast of 
burden. 

The scallop shell is a symbol of 
pilgrimage but also of the episode in 
which St. Augustine, met a boy who 
was trying to fill a hole in the sand with 
water which he carried from the sea in 
a shell. 'You'll never be able to fit the 
sea into that hole' said Augustine. "Nor 
will you ever fully understand God with 
your finite intellect, ' said the boy. 

Benedict asked Montezemolo, an 
expert in heraldry, whether previous 
popes had retained their episcopal 
coat-of-arms after their election. When 
Montezemolo confirmed that some had, 
Benedict said he wanted to continue 
with his. 

Benedict did not want a tiara 
above the coat-of-arms. The crossed 
keys of Peter were used as a papal 
symbol. There is also a bishop's mitre. 
Montezemolo then suggested that the 
pallium, the stole-like vestment given 
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by the pope to new metropolitan 
archbishops, be added. Benedict asked 
if any other pope had used them. 

'Not as far as I know' answered 
Montezemolo. 

Benedict greeted the pallium 
proposal, which Montezemolo 
considered a symbol of collegiality, as 
an excellent idea. 

Montezemolo is outspoken. Last 
year he described the television film 
'The Last Tomb of Christ' as 'a colossal 
absurdity.' The director James Cameron 
claimed he had identified ossuaries in 
the tomb of the family of Jesus because 
of the names Jesus, Mary, Matthew and 
Judah. Montezernolo pointed out that 
these names were very common in the 
Holy Land at the time of Christ. 

After looking at Cardinal 
Montezemolo's life the question is not 
so much why popes have diplomats as 
their advisors but why such seasoned 
people are excluded from papal 
elections once they are over 80. 

'A problem has been that some 
cardinals over 80 are not in good mental 
health' said Montezemolo who is 83. 

'I've never been busier than now with 
preparations for the Jubilee.' But that is 
appropriate because Paul was unrivalled 
in his ability to activate people. 

DESMOND O'GRADY is a Rome-based Australian free

lance writer. 

• 



Some extreme measures to prove that Islam is not a warlike religi,on 

PROVING THAT ISLAM IS 

PEACE LOVING 

HE ESSENCE of Chiragh Ali's argument was that 
Islam was being judged by the standards of the sharia, 
created by men, rather than the ethical principles of 
the Quran. The division of the world between Dar-ul

Islam and Dar-ul-Harb was a construct of legists that 
had no basis in the Quran. Even the detractors of 
Islam conceded that the real meaning of jihad was 

exertion and striving in a noble cause. Only in the post-Quranic period 
had Muslim legal scholars developed the theory of unprovoked war, 
tribute taking, and conversion to Islam at sword point. The Quran 
sanctioned only defensive wars under the most adverse circumstances, 
and it strictly prohibited aggression. References in the Quran to fighting 
were "transitory" and could not be interpreted as "positive injunctions" 
specifying a duty incumbent on future generations." By "justifying" 
Muslim conquests, legal scholars "committed the unpardonable 
blunder of citing isolated parts of solitary verses of the Koran" and 
ignoring others that explicitly prohibited aggressive war. The author 
of the Kifaya, a commentary on the Hedaya, had turned unprovoked 
aggression into a binding obligation for all Muslims. Another legist 
made perpetual warfare mandatory. Far from being of divine or super
human origin, the sharia was a hodgepodge of "uncertain traditions, 
Arabian usages and customs . . . frivolous analogical deductions from 
the Koran, and a multitudinous array of casuistical sophistry of the 
canonical legists." Striking out at the religious guardians, Chiragh Ali 

asserted that the sharia had "not been held sacred or unchangeable by 
enlightened Mohammadans of any Moslem country and in any age since 
its compilation in the fourth century of the Hejira." One contemporary 
scholar, calling Chiragh All an apologist whose analysis has "not much 
to commend itself," has disparaged his attempt to "prove that Islam and 
pacifism are synonymous". 

- Ayesha Jalal, Partisans ef Alla/4 Harvard University Press, 2008. She is quoting Maulvi Chiragh
Ali, A Critical Exposition ef the Popular Jihad showing that all the wars ef 111ohammad were Defensive
etc Kirachi 1885.
* 12th Century AD compilation oflslamic law by Ali ibn Abi Bakr Marginani.
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BOOK REVIEW 

Paul Collins would have done readers) .and himse!f, a favour had he delated 
his book voluntarily to Rome for improvement )

ON THE ROAD TO COLLINSDOM 

• ARVELLOUS book
• in the sense of its
• being one to marvel

, at like, well, a Marvel
c o m i c :  g r a p h i c ,  

• s t imulat ing  b u t
slightly surreal. The

publisher sets the tone by describing 
the author as, 'one of Australia's 
most controversial and respected 
commentators on the Catholic Church. 
A graduate of the Harvard Divinity 
School and the Australian National 
University ... ' 

Okay ANU. But wasn't Harvard 
established as a bastion of White Anglo
Saxon Protestantism? Could it be under 
its influence that Collins rates the 
current situation of Catholics the most 
fraught since the Reformation without 
mentioning the Counter-Reformation, 
the Penal Laws or the campaign for the 
Catholic Emancipation Act? 

Reviewed by ]AMES MuRBAY 

Believers: Does Australian 

Catholicism Have a Future? 

By Paul Collins UNSW Press 
rrp $34.95. 

In a separate press release, the 
publisher reminds us that Collins was 
a Catholic priest for 39 years and, 
'resigned from active ministry due to a 
dispute with the Vatican over his book, 
Papal Power. 

The book, it should be added, was 
'delated' to the Vatican for assessment. 
At the time your reviewer suggested 
that journalists of all degrees, and none, 
undergo an equivalent through the 
editorial process. Were they to resign 
as Collins says he did, newsrooms 
throughout the world would be empty. 
Another thought: scientists undergo 
peer review. Why not theologians? 

No Populist 
Idealism 

T
HERE IS no longer any danger of Christians . .. trying to make
men religious by act of Parliament. The danger today is rather 

that well meaning people are apt to reduce Christianity to the level 
of secular idealism by identifying it with whatever social or political 
course is most popular at the moment, whether it be National 
Socialism in Germany or humanitarian socialism in England. In a 
sense it is quite true to say that all our troubles are due to the neglect 
of Christian teaching and that Christianity is the remedy for our social 
as well as our individual evils. But it is not like a patent medicine that 
is warranted to cure all diseases. It offers no short cuts to economic 
prosperity or social stability. A century ago there was a tendency 
to treat Christianity as a kind of social sedative that kept the lower 
classes obedient and industrious, and the consequence of this was 
the Marxian denunciation of religion as the opium of the poor. 

- Christopher Dawson, Religion and the Modern State, 
Sheed & Ward, London, 1935 pp.121-2. 
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Collins opens with a wide-ranging 
tour of Catholicism in Australia, 
mentioning the Missionaries of the 
Sacred Heart but not his former 
membership of that order (which is like 
a Dad's Army volunteer failing to remark 
he is a veteran of La Legion Etrangere). 
He describes Catholic organisations in 
Australia: schools, hospitals and charity 
organisations as well as the network 
of retreat houses. Definitive, positive 
material - except that he cannot forbear 
to wonder whether tl1e latter are part of 
the 'institutional ' church. 

His doubt is infectious. He writes: 
'The role of Catholicism in Australia is 
unique in the English-speaking world.' 
Well, yes. And it is unique in France in 
the Francophone world, in Spain in the 
Spanish-speaking world and so on to 
the Arctic circle where it is unique in 
the Inuit-speaking world. 

He ties his unique pronunciamento 

to education by writing: 'There is 
nothing similar in the US where, 
decades ago, Catholic primary and 
secondary education collapsed as the 
result of failure to gain state aid for 
church schools .. .ln the UK. there is state 
support for church schools, with about 
10 percent of all students (839, 00) in 
Catholic systemic schools as well as 130 
independent fee-paying schools.' 

Hang about. Is he writing about 
the UK or England and Wales? 
Scotland, still part of the UK, has had 
a government-funded school system 
since the passing of the 1918 Education 
(Scotland) Act. Your reviewer was 
educated under that system in which 
Protestant and Catholic schools came 
to receive total and equal funding, the 
latter so designated and staffed by lay 
teachers judged Catholic, priestly access 
guaranteed. 

This in a nation deemed absolutely 
Protestant, its saving pre-Reformation 



grace a tradition of education for the 
poor. (See: The Scottish Nation 1700-
2000 by TM Devine). 

Education is a sensitive point with 
the author. Turning to the shortage of 
priests, he cites evidence that younger 
candidates are not as well educated as 
they might be. (Read, not PhDs like 
him). And do not mention the likes of 
Jean Vianney, the Cure of Ars, never a 
Harvard man although under modern 
standards he might with the help of 
remedial courses have made it into 
ANU. 

Older candidates - those in their 30s 
and 40s - also get a serve for aspiring 
to the priesthood after conversion 
episodes. No reference to the conversion 
episodes of Paul of Tarsus, Francis of 
Assisi, Ignatius Loyola, et al 

The candidates Collins does focus 
on are married or those who have 
resigned from the priesthood. He 
wants to see the former favoured and 
the latter recalled to active ministry. Do 
we get a coy hint in his dedication to a 
number of young Catholics, first names 
only. 'And for Marilyn.' 

He is so opposed to celibacy that he 
dismisses out of hand John Fleming 
for extolling it although Fleming's 
perspective might have a piquant 
validity given that he is a former 
Anglican minister, married and now a 
Catholic priest. 

Apropos the Vatican, Collins 
continues to display the spirit of the 
leader writer who, as the 19th century 
lurched towards the Crimean War, 
wrote: 'We warn the Czar of all the 
Russias, the eyes of The Skibbereen Eagle 
are upon you.' 

Like that leader writer, Collins lacks 
a sense of irony. He can criticise Pope 
John Paul II for publicly berating a 
South American priest for adherence 
to liberation theology while himself 
berating Cardinal George Pell for his 
orthodox stance. Benedict XVI? Collins 
initially had hopes of him but is no 
longer so sure. All this from a writer 
who criticises ad hominem attacks on 
himself. 

He can commend Religion in the 
Pub (pioneered by the Salvation Army 
selling the War Cry to drinkers and 
taken up by Catholics more into talk 
than selling, say, Annals Australasia). Yet 
he appears dubious about those who are 
into a different kind of catechumentate 

Advice to 

Teachers 

I
N SERIOUS matters it is
better to _ask ,God's help in 

humble prayer, than to make a 
long speech that wounds those 
who hear it and does not good 
at all to those who are at fault. 

- St John Bosco [1815-1888] Apostle of 
young men, founder of the Salesians. 

From the second Reading at Matins fqr 
the Feast of the saint, January 31, in 

The Roman Breviary. 

suggesting the risk of creating an 
in-group. 

The Eastern Church and its doctrinal 
disputes rate a comment. Fair enough. 
Not so fair his statement that the 
disputes were the reason for Islam's 
success. More exactly this comprised 
what have been called conquests of 
conversion, resisted by some Christians 
to the death, endured by others under 
special taxes, their descendants, for 
example, the Copts, still under Muslim 

pressure for their loyalty to their 
ancesu·al faith. 

Leadership is a preoccupation. When 
it comes to exemplifying it, Collins 
cites a single pope John XXIII, adding 
Martin Luther King Jr, John F Kennedy, 
Nelson Mandela. Aung Sang Sui Kyi 
'and even Winston Churchill'. 

Love that 'even'. But who is the guy 
peeping coyly from behind Churchill 
like the chameleon character in Woody 
Allen's Zelig? Can it be? Yes, it is the 
most controversial and respected Paul 
Collins. 

He is a one-man choir who can 
sing many different parts not always 
in harmony. He is zealous in digging 
up bones of contention. Essentially, 
however, his solutions make you think 
of a bureaucratic report, tempered with 
a feisty querulousness, deriving perhaps 
from his resignation and the consequent 
oddity that as an ex-priest he has 
increased authority: the media's go-to 
guy for comment on all matters Catholic. 

Who needs ex-cathedra or imprimatur 

when you have the ABC? His quotation 
style creates a smoggy ambivalence akin 
to that of Olympic Beijing. 

Something 
Doesn't Fit 

I
F I believe that the most magnificent and radical act of love of
neighbor is not simply to provide food and clothing but rather to 

see to it that the absolute and incomprehensible God takes this 
person into his own inner life; if, in other words, I consider the 
bringing of the good news the highest act of human love, then it is 
obvious how such a broad notion of love of neighbor automatically 
leads into the realm of the Church. Persons who love themselves in 
God, who see themselves as not just biological living things, which, 
although a little crazier than "rational animals," are destined like 
everything else in the world to end in nothingness, these persons, 
I say, who respect and love the other as someone addressed by 
the message of eternal life, they have already established the 
foundation for the Church. A private love of neighbor that remains, 
in a certain sense, intimate is no full and total love at all. As an old 
man, I belong to an individualistic epoch in the history of ideas. I 
wonder, however, how it is that a slogan like "socialism" can be so 
plausible to the younger generation when in their relation to the 
Church they remain critical individualists. Something here clearly 
does not quite fit together. 

- Karl Rahner, Faith in a Wintry Season, Conversations and Interviews with Karl Rahner 
in the Last Days of his Life, Crossroad, New York, 1991 p.147-148. 
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'The great churches are dying,' he 
quotes Benedict XV1 as saying. Collins 
goes on: 'And then he added almost 
off the cuff: "This is particularly true of 
Australia, also [ of] Europe, but not so 
much in the United States".' 

Collins continues: 'Why Australia was 
specifically targeted is hard to fathom. 
Since Benedict had never been to 
Australia this view of our "Godlessness" 
must have been suggested to the Pope 
by someone.' 

Question: was 'Godlessness' part of 
Pope Benedict's original statement or is 
it a Collins summation of it? 

Either way his take on the 'someone' 
is characteristic: 'Perhaps one of the 
lesser lights among the Australian 
bi_shops had mentioned it during his 
quarter-of-an-hour with Benedict during 
his ad limina visit .. .' 

Priceless, particularly since in a 
later chapter Collins urges Australian 
bishops to play a role independent of 
Rome in keeping with what he sees 
as the episcopal model in the ancient 
Church. No _qualification that this 
model was the result of, at best,. horse
riding couriers, and not the kind of 
20th/2 l st satellite communication 
he himself knows. And presumably 
bishops who are 'lesser lights' need not 
bother aspiring to an independent role. 

His ambivalent attitude to priests 
from overseas includes Ireland whose 
missionary priests have contiFlued a 
historic role begun during and after 
the Dark Ages: Europe, Asia, Africa, 
America, Australia. In the ambivalence 
you sense an undertone of that 
straitened, cultural slogan,:'Aussie! 
Aussie! Aussie! Oy! Oy! Oy!' which 
makes Scotland's Free Presbyterians 
(:wee Frees) sound positively universal. 

Unfair? His Chapter 4 intro reads: 
'People have .been coming and going 
as Cathohcs since 1788.' Got it: the 
significam.t history of Catholics began 
with the amval of the First F,leet. 

He does bang on, 1iis argumentation 
tending to be scattergun. H@ achieves 
a palpable hit when.he warms against 
the danger of governement funding 
altering the Catholic ethos of schools 
and hospitals. (By coincidence as .this 
was being written your reviewer heard 
that patients at a government funded, 
private Catholic hospital in Sydney are 
not offered the sacraments but have to 
ask for them). 

Asif the Bishop 

L
ET me add an example from my own life. Most of you surely know
Roger Garaudy, the former 'chief i9eologist' of the French Communist �•

party. Later, as I understand it, he was thrqwn out of the party. I met him 
once at Chiemsee [the biggest lake in Bavaria. Ed] where we discussed 
the possibility of founding a journal for dialogue between Christians and 
Marxists. I said that I had nothing against it; he agreed but added that he .. 
would have to consult the central administration of his party. At the time I 
wondered what typical Catholic theologian today, wanting to be enlightened, 
liberal, and critical in regard td1

the Church, would say that he would first 
have to ask his bishop. He would\co,nsider such a thing as beneath his 
dignity as a free and critical human being. Garaudy, on the other hand, 
did not feel that at all because as a socialist he understood the social 

. implications of even the smaliest quettions and decisions. 
- Karl Ratiner, Faith in a Wintry Season; Conversations and Interviews with Karl Rahner in the 

. " . Last Days of his"Life, Crossroad, New York, 1991 p.147-148. 
\" '\''' ' 

f' ·,, l ��:-

He also cites valuable statistics and 
gives insights into the religious attitudes 
of Generations X and Y albeit without 
pointing otlt these are invented marketing 
categories or mentioning the enlivening 
work of the Antioch Movement. 

He has his fans. One, Geraldine 
Doogue of ABC Radio National and 
Compass, wrote the foreword. Intriguing 
copy: 'iBut really I see precious little 
genuine wrestling with how this 
institution [the Church] could scale 
the heights, providing meaning (her 
emphasis) to contemporary prosperous 
Australia. This is surely its main mission. 
Having an option for the poor, which has 
governed Catholicism for generations is 
still critical. But what about a theology of 
plenty (her emphasis) to meet the needs 
of lay people doing well materially but 
who seek something more?' 

A theology of plenty. Now there's an 
egregious phrase fit for the Compass 
autocue. But isn't such a theoJogy 
already intrinsic to the words of Jesus 
Christ? 'Blessed are the poor in spirit for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.' Or in 
his direct, awesome challenge: 'Go sell 
what tho1,1 hast and give it to the poor.' 
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Doogue sees 110pe as the book's 
main element. On the contrary the 
main element is not, fence sitting, but 
fence dancing: Collins in leader-writer 
mode asking his sub-title question a,nd 
swaying towards an answer, in this case 
an affirmative. Yes, the Catholic Chm,ch 
in Australia does have a future. 'The 
implication is that this will come to pass 
only if people follow what has been 
suggsted by Pope Moi. 

What we have is a first draft of 
potential, sealed by an ability to gather 
material without synthesising it - the 
mark of a writer under deadline (in this 
case market synchronisation with World 
Youth Day in Australia). 

Despite this, Collins does make 
space for positive comment on John 
Paul Il's historic speech in Alice Springs 
in 1986 which gave renewed vahdity 
to Aborigines, their culture,their 
spirituality and their land rights -
something neglected in Papal Power as 
you reviewer remarked in these pages. 

All in all, however, Paul Collins 
would have done readers, and himself, 
a favour had he delated his book 
voluntarily to Rome for improvement, 
including what appears to be a yen to 
replace what is deemed old with new 
- the business of hucksters selling new
fridges for old, not religiol!ls scholars
dealing with eternal verities.

And from an Irish strand in your 
reviewer's heritage rises the sympathetic 
saying: 'God love him.' 

JAMES MURRAY is a Glasgow-born Catholic. A 
Sydney-based writer his career includes ten years in 
Fleet Street, and contributions to Australia's major 
publications. He writes Annals film reviews, and is 
the author of our ever-popular Media Matters. 

. . 



SNEERING SECULARISTS 

No school or hospice in a foreign land is run by 
the Green Left Weel<ly or the New Left Review. 

THE SORRY SPORT OF POPE BASHING 

HE new sectarianism 
is quite different from 
the old sectarianism. 
Yet it is real enough. 
Fr o m  E u r o p e a n  
settlement i n  1788 
until about the mid 

1960s, Australia was afflicted with a 
prevailing distrust of Catholics - many 
were of Irish descent - who formed the 
nation's largest minority. In those days 
sectarianism was essentially driven by 
Protestants. 

Not any more. As the visit of 
Pope Benedict demonstrates, the 
non-Catholic Christian churches have 
either been welcoming to the Pope or 
indifferent in his presence. 

Nowadays sectarianism in Western 
democracies is fuelled by what Michael 
Burleigh terms the sneering secularists". 
In his book Sacred Causes Burleigh 
writes that "much of the European 
liberal elite regard religious people as if 
they come from Mars" except when they 
advance such left-liberal fashionable 
causes as nuclear disarmament. 

By Gerard Henderson

The sneering secularists in our midst 
oppose all the Judeo-Christian beliefs. 
However, Catholicism cops much of 
the ridicule because it is universal and 
the strongest of the Christian faiths. In 
Australia the sneering secularists - a 
combination of proselytising atheists 
and Green Left Weekly reading leftists 
- have indicated their opposition to
the Pope on the occasion of his visit
to Australia for World Youth Day.
Hence the formation of the NoToPope
Coalition. 

So far the award for the leading 
sneerer goes to The Age columnist 
Catherine Deveny. Writing on June 18, 
she declared: "It's official. The Catholic 
Church is fully sick. And so is George 
Pell." Apparently this was some kind of 
joke. She depicted World Youth Day 
as a "week of prayer, trust exercises 
and rosary bead trading". And Deveny 
went on to advise that, since the Pope 
will be celebrating Mass at Randwick 
racecourse, "all the Bernadettes and 
Gerards will be able to chill out with 
The Main Dude". It is inconceivable 

Cutting Down 

Tall Poppies 
'BUT you don't suppose,' said Michael, 'that people

would believe a thing like that.' 
'They will believe anything, my dear, that suggests 

corruption in public life. It's one of the strongest traits in 
human nature. Anxiety about the integrity of public men 
would be admirable, If it wasn't so usually felt by those 
who have so little integrity themselves that they can't give 
others credit for it.' 
- John Galsworthy, The Silver Spoon, quoted No Papery: Chapters on Anti-Papal

Prejudice, by Herbert Thurston, SJ, London, Sheed & Ward, 1930. 
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that The Age would have run a similar 
article mocking Islam and slagging off 
all the Aishas and Muhammads. 

Although a professing agnostic., I was 
brought up a Catholic and attended 
a Catholic school where I received a 
fine education. Like all organisations, 
it had its strengths and weaknesses. 
Yet I retain admiration for the priests 
involved in my upbringing. Most 
were fine, intelligent men who gave 
up material pleasures - including sex 
and family life - for the God in which 
they believed. I readily acknowledge 
that some of the cleverest men and 
women I have met, or read about, were 
believers in one of the great religions. 
They do not warrant mockery. 

On the occasion of World Youth 
Day, the sneering secularists have 
been given succour by disillusioned 
and former Catholics who are very 
strong in the media, especially the 
ABC. Last year I sent Jane Connors, 
the manager of ABC Radio National, a 
note suggesting that it was somewhat 
imbalanced for Stephen Crittenden to 
line up three critics of Cardinal George 
Pell to take the only interview slots on 
one program of The Religion Report. 
All Connors wanted to know in her 
reply was whether this was a formal 
complaint. I responded in the negative. 
Complaining to the ABC's audience and 
consumer affairs department is a waste 
of time since it upholds (in whole or in 
part) a mere 4 per cent of complaints 
compared with the Press Council's 4 7 
per cent. And there the matter rested. 

It seems that Crittenden set some 
kind of precedent for the ABC. Last 
week Lateline began a campaign 
against Pell concerning his handling of 
a complaint of Anthony Jones who, at 
the age of 29, was sexually assaulted by 
a Catholic priest, Terence Goodall. 

Last Tuesday Pell admitted that he 
had made a mistake in the manner 



in which he handled the case. That 
evening Lateline interviewed a 
Canberra lawyer, Jason Parkinson, and 
the American journalist Robert Blair 
Kaiser. Both were critical of Pell. The 
former Catholic priest Paul Collins 
was also heard on Lateline that night. 
So was the academic Mark Findlay. 
They were also critical of the cardinal. 
Apparently Lateline could not find 
anyone who would put an alternative 
view. 

The likes of Goodall deserve to be 
condemned. It is a matter of record 
that Pell stood him down from priestly 
activity in early 2003. Goodall was 
convicted in the District Court after 
pleading guilty to indecent assault, 
following a trial which was reported 
in the media at the time. Such crimes 
should not diminish the good that 
priests, brothers and sisters - and 
bishops - have done over the years. 
The Canberra Times columnist Jack 
Waterford is a critic of contemporary 
Catholicism. Yet, in a column on 
June 26, he conceded that the stigma 
ignited by a few offenders had cast a 
grossly unfair burden on up to 80,000 
Catholics who signed up for religious 
duties in Australia over the past 
century. 

If you only listened to the 
sneering secularists you would get 
the impression that Catholicism is 
somehow responsible for high birth 
rates and the spread of HIV/ AIDS. In 
fact, population growth is highest in 
the Middle East and sub-Sahara Africa 
where the Catholic Church is not 
strong. Likewise, there is no correlation 
between the spread of HIV/ AIDS and 
the strength of Catholicism. 

It is welcome that the Pope has said 
sorry for the sexual abuse perpetuated 
by some Catholic priests and brothers. 
But it is appropriate for others to say a 
warm thank you for what the Catholic 
religious have done in educating the 
young, looking after the sick and caring 
for the dying here and overseas. You 
will not hear such praise from the 
sneering secularists. Nor will you find a 
school or hospice in a foreign land that 
is run by the Green Left Weekly or the 
New Left Review. 

GERARD HENDERSON is executive director of the 
Sydney Institute. This story originally appeared in 
The Sydney Morning Herald. See http://www.smh. 
corn.au/ articles/2008/07 /l 4/1215887535962.html 
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CHURCH AND MEDIA 

Mocking Christian Belief in· the name if Artistic Freedom 

FROGS AND BLASPHEMY 

HE four-foot installation 
shows a bright green 
frog in a loincloth, 
nailed to a cross through 
its hands, with its tongue 
hanging out of its mouth. 
One hand holds a beer 

mug and the other, an egg. 
That this object was deemed "art" 

has much to do with British-Iraqi 
collector Charles Saatchi who showed 
the work at his gallery in London. The 
same Saatchi also promoted the image 
of "The Virgin Mary with Elephant 
Dung" in the "Sensations" show of 
2000. 

Of course, there may be something 
about Italy that makes the anti-Christians 
go into overdrive. Adel Smith, the Muslim 
activist who chose Italy as his home, 
denounced the presence of crucifixes 
in schools, while the pop star Madonna 
chose Rome as the site of her own 
pretend-crucifixion on a mirrored cross. 

It doesn't say much for the health of 
the art world when the only way artists 
can get noticed is by taking hallowed 
Christian images and mocking them. 

Franz Pahl, who runs the regional 
government of Alto Adige in northern 
Italy, objected to the work of art by 
going on a hunger strike, but the 
museum board decided to leave the 
work. 

Claudio Strinati, who alas, serves as 
superintendent of the artistic patrimony 
of Rome, defended the work with the 
trite and tired slogan, "Art must always 
be free." He seems to have forgotten 
that Leonardo, Raphael and Botticelli 
were not "free" to paint whatever they 
liked. The numerous rejected works 
by Caravaggio inform us that when he 
painted what he liked, his work wasn't 
shown in public. 

Benedict XVI even weighed in, 
writing that the work had "offended the 
religious feelings of many people who 
consider the cross a symbol of God's 

By Elizabeth Lev

love and of our redemption." News 
services gleefully leapt to attention, 
vying to invent the cleverest headlines, 
while the Museion collected more and 
more ticket sales. 

The New York Times, with its 
proverbial insensitivity to all things 
Christian, ran the headline "Crucified 
Frog Sculpture Troubles the Pope," 
making it sound as if the Pontiff were 
the one with a problem, suffering from 
an overly constrictive case of moral 
party-pooperism. 

Imagine what the headline would 
read if someone presented as "art" a 
bright yellow stuffed lemming with a 
Star of David on its chest and a number 
tattooed on its forearm, and titled it 
"They All Followed." 

Or if someone made a collage using 
the faces of the victims of 9/11 to make 
an airplane crashing into a toilet? 

No newspaper or gallery owner 
would be crying out about artistic 
freedom, and no one would blame 
interest groups for protesting in 
outrage. 

Cliches Rule 

the Roost 

I
F YOU had talked to a 

Utilitarian and Rationalist of 

Betham's time who told men 

to 'follow enlightened self

interest' he would have been 

considerably bewildered if 

you had replied brightly and 

briskly, 'and to wtiich self do 

you refer: the subconscious, the 

conscious, the latently criminal 

or suppressed, or others that we 

fortunately have in stock?'. 

- G.K.Chesterton, The New Jerusalem, 

London, Thomas Nelson & Sons, 
[undated] p.137 
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In the face of this hypocrisy, why 
does the Pope even bother? Why does 
he ask Madonna to refrain from her 
self-crucifixion or the Balzano Museion 
to remove the offensive work? Is it 
because he wishes to regain some papal 
authority over temporal affairs like in 
the good old days? Or does he really 
think that that the souls of Madonna 
or the Museoin board are going to be 
awakened by his protests? Of course 
not, although he undoubtedly prays for 
their conversions. 

He's not talking to them, after all, he 
is talking to us - those of us who have 
the grace to see and understand what 
the crucifix means to Christianity. We 
can remember how Christ was mocked 
even on the way to his death, and know 
that the battle against evil is just as 
bitter now as it was then. 

Those who have been granted the 
gift of recognizing Christ as Lord and 
Savior must uphold and defend the 
dignity of Christ's sacrifice. Though 
there is nothing innovative about 
scorning the cross, we shouldn't just 
shrug our shoulders or roll our eyes. 

We should avoid these shows, 
concerts, CDs or movies. Christians 
number some 1.3 billion in the world, 
and without our patronage, these 
products will cease. The Museion's gods 
are changeable ones, transforming faces 
with the economic tides; our God is 
constant. 

Compared to the artistic giants of 
years past, men like Kippenberger seem 
mere fleas, and the agents who hock 
their work and defend their "freedom," 
are like the rats that convey their plague 
from place to place. 

Then as now, in the mayhem that 
follows a plague, it's always the Church 
that is left to pick up the pieces. 

ELIZABETH LEV teaches Christian A1t and Architecture 
at Duquesne University's Italian campus. She can be 
reached at lizlev@zenit.org. 
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MODERN LIVING 

An Argument Against a Charter ef Rights. 

FOUR FICTIONS 

F anyone was in doubt 
about a charter of rights 
being back on the agenda 
for Australia, the 2020 
Summit held earlier this 
month provided some 

,....�__;-• much needed clarification. 
While the call for a charter of rights was 
one of the headline outcomes from the 
Summit, the delegates discussing the 
matter were by no means unanimous in 
support of the idea, and the supporters 
themselves were further divided 
between those who want a bill of rights 
entrenched as an amendment to the 
Commonwealth Constitution, and 
those who think a charter of rights as 
an ordinary act of Parliament more 
achievable in the short term. 

In the midst of all this, there was a 
small and illuminating aside which 
attracted some attention. One delegate, 
a prominent human rights lawyer whose 
work in many respects I greatly admire, 
made the strange suggestion that 
politicians be prosecuted when they 
allegedly fail to tell the truth. It was very 
quickly pointed out in reply that if there 
were to be any such law it should also 
apply to lawyers. There is a charming 
unselfconsciousness about this lawyer's 
suggestion which does go to one of the 
central problems of a charter of rights; 
and that is the easy assumption, that 
lawyers are more trustworthy when 
it comes to protecting rights than 
politicians. 

I am not sure that this assumption 
is readily shared in the general 
community. Politicians have one 
very great advantage over lawyers, 
and especially those lawyers who are 
appointed to be judges. They regularly 
have to account for their decisions and 
actions to the electorate, to ourselves, 
the voters who have to live within the 
provisions of their legislation. This 
remains as one of the great safeguards 
of freedom and justice in a democratic 

By George Cardinal Pell 

society. It is strange indeed that some 
are now claiming that this safeguard 
is not enough and our rights will only 
be secure when they are entrusted to 
unelected judges who are accountable 
only to the constitution and the law 
which they themselves interpret and 
administer. 

It is instructive on this point to note 
that Zimbabwe has a constitutional bill 
of rights, which among other things 
protects rights to personal liberty, 
freedom of conscience and expression, 
and freedom of assembly, association 
and movement. The Zimbabwe bill of 
rights also provides protections against 
inhuman treatment, deprivation of 
property, arbitrary search or entry, 
and discrimination. Just to list these 
rights against the present situation 
in Zimbabwe shows how fragile they 
are. A courageous judge or court 
could undoubtedly make a difference 
by faithfully administering the law, 
but Mugabe's government has largely 
taken care of that danger. The only 
thing which might put an end to 

Lighten 
your mind 

T
HE eye that has
specks of dust in it 

cannot see 
the brightness 
of true light. 
What brings joy 
to a clear, 
shining mind, 
causes pain 
to a mind 
that is corrupted.' 

- Pope St Leo the Great, 
On the Beatitudes, Sermon 95, 8-9 
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the abuse of human rights and the 
destruction in Zimbabwe - and we can 
only say "might", because there are no 
guarantees - is a complete change of 
government. This is something quite 
beyond the reach of any court order. 

The suspicion of majority - that is, 
parliamentary - rule, the preference 
for judicial, as opposed to political, 
determination of fundamental 
questions, the unacceptable transfer of 
responsibility from the parliament to the 
courts, and the unspoken assumptions 
which inform not only these tendencies 
but the particular social and political 
agenda which a bill of rights is intended 
to implement, are some of critical 
problems with proposals for a bill or 
charter of rights. These problem are 
compounded by confusion over the 
foundations of human rights, freedom 
and truth. 

Four fictions in a 
charter of rights 

One major intrinsic problem with 
a charter of rights is that it relies on a 
number of significant fictions. There are 
four fictions that I want to highlight. 

a) One of the most important is the
claim that courts are forums of principle 
where rights are given their due, while 
parliament is a forum of political power, 
where public opinion and government 
or party policies make compromise 
the order of the day. Former Chief 
Justice of Australia Sir Anthony 
Mason has expressed his support for 
a constitutional bill of rights exactly 
in these terms, arguing in 2006 that a 
bill of rights would better protect basic 
rights from political interference by 
replacing "political compromise" with 
"principled judicial decision-making". 1 

Unfortunately things are not so 
clear cut. While parliamentary decision 
making is affected by party politics, 
lobbying, ambitions for re-election, 
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ACROSS CLUES 

8. Traitor, around first decade, was a
treacherous early Christian (8)

9. Bully Achilles victim (6)
10. "I'm a leadin� Muslim", boasts a

leading Muslim (4)
11. Saint has month in England's capital

(10)
12. Maiden upset in city of Mohammed's

tomb (6)
14. Later coming back around, but

offering argument against (8)
15. Leave out half the team and raise the

host (7)
1 7. Unruly ref in dock to strip priest of 

his status (7) 
20. Continues on to gates (8)
22. Nun, initially sick, receives wrong rites

(6) 
23. Saint with a pyrotechnic wheel! (10)
24. Was Shem's son a woolgrower? (4)
25. Place sari around to achieve Zen

Buddhist enlightenment (6)
26. Confused pretender lost end of altar

and showed contrition (8)

DOWN CLUES 

1. Councillor (O.M.) has source of water
for Puritan Oliver (8)

2. A mother and father of Seth (4)
3. Canadian city to turn up a watt,

nothing more (6)

public pressure and ideology, principle 
is not regularly vanquished by these 
considerations. Principle is particularly 
important in parliamentary decision
making on fundamental issues, as the 
debates over the rights of refugees and 
asylum seekers, RU-486 and cloning, 
and euthanasia, make very clear. 
Similarly, while courts obviously place 
great emphasis on principle, it is naive, 
if not absurd after forty years of judicial 
activism, to suggest that considerations 

4. Bloody Reg inside with date fixing 
Pope (7) 

5. Top cardinal has funny blue vestment
(8)

6. Actors' lines sure out of the Bible (10)
7. There is no venality about a series of 

"Hail Marys" (6)
13. Popular calling to prayer (10)
16. Fiend, far away from father, lived up

(3,5)
18. Whipped cream Ted burned (8)
19. Toys IRA exploded for pmter (7)
21. Ethnic car Ali remodelled (6)
22. How three Apostles in the Garden of

Getl1semane Ielt like a dwarf ( 6) 
24. Former Indian coin for a New 

Testament prophetess (4)
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of power and ideology, policy and 
compromise, as well as ambition, 
political pressure, media and academic 
flattery, never come into play in the 
law. Judges themselves have frequently 
drawn attention to the unacknowledged 
operation of these various factors in 
judicial decision making. 

The high standard of probity 
and commitment among judges and 
politicians in Australia is a blessing 
we should not take for granted. But as 
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a forum for decisive public answers, 
parliament has a great advantage over 
the courts because it is much easier 
to bell the cat. Genuine public debate 
exposes the influence of extraneous 
factors which may or may not work 
against principled decision making. 
It allows all those concerned about 
an issue to have their say about the 
proper basis in principle for making a 
determination. This is an important 
safeguard. 

b) Another fiction invoked in the
argument for a bill or charter of rights 
is that decision making by majority 
vote, either in parliament or in elections, 
regularly means injustice for the 
minority or the unequal treatment of 
some groups in law. 

To the extent that there is truth 
in this it is in the form of a truism: 
the danger posed to a minority by 
majority rule is real when it is taken 
as the absolute basis for political 
decision making. But there is another, 
more present danger and that is 
the disproportionate influence that 
organised minorities can have over the 
political process. 

Lenin and the Bolsheviks made the 
minority coup d'etat a matter of political 
principle. Thankfully this is not our 
problem today. But modern democracy 
is inextricably entangled with the 
influence of powerful minorities in 
politics. The role not only of the 
Christian churches but of party factions, 
sectional interests and lobbyists in the 
political process is regularly identified 
as problematic. Other minorities, 
such as political interest groups, some 
intellectuals, and journalists (and 
especially the power of the media 
generally) are also influential, although 
typically they are not regarded as a 
problem. 

Since the late 1960s talk of "the 
tyranny of the majority" has become 
rather fanciful in Australia. Social and 
legal reform during this time has been 
driven overwhelmingly by minority 
agendas. Even the election of seriously 
conservative governments with large 
majority mandates has done little more 
than slow this trend down here and 
there. 

A great deal of this has been 
undoubtedly for the good. The rights 
of Aborigines and indigenous or racial 
minorities, women (not strictly speaking 

·�---------------------------------------------------------------



a minority!), homosexuals, migrants and 
the poor, the disabled and the elderly 
needed recognition and protection in 
different ways. 

In Australia most of these 
developments came about through 
parliamentary initiative, with majority 
public support either present from the 
beginning or accruing as the discussion 
proceeded. Majority resistance to these 
measures was completely absent. This 
is the way democracy works at its 
best in Australia. When proposals of 
the political class address genuinely 
fundamental issues of fairness or justice, 
the fair-mindedness and decency of 
ordinary Australians can be counted on 
for support most of the time. 

The bedrock idea of a fair go is not 
fail-proof, as I shall discuss in a moment. 
But it is simply untrue to claim that 
majority rule is the absolute basis of 
Australian democracy to the exclusion 
of minority rights or representation. 
The reality is a much more complex 
interplay of leadership and agitation, 
populism and scepticism, principle 
and coinpromise. Despite the range of 
forces working to shape and manipulate 
consensus and opinion, this complex 
of factors keeps politics in Australia 
broadly centrist and strongly favouring 
the pragmatic and moderate over 
ideological nostrums and extremism. 
Compulsory voting and preferential 
voting also help us to move regularly 
around the centre. 

It helps to understand the game 
that is afoot in the push for a charter of 
rights to consider the way "the tyranny 
of the majority" is used to browbeat 
majority scepticism about minority 
agendas. Until very recently same-sex 
marriage was considered an oxymoron 
by most people, and I suspect it still 
is. In the United States 27 states 
have amended their constitutions to 
prohibit same-sex marriage, and a 
number of others have passed statutory 
prohibitions. This led the academic 
jurist Ronald Dworkin to criticise the 
majority of his countrymen for using 
the law to impose their understanding 
of marriage (as being between a man 
and a woman only) on the homosexual 
minority2

. This is, of course, a deliberate 
distortion of the real situation, in which 
a minority of the homosexual minority 
are actively seeking to impose their 
redefinition of marriage on the rest of 

Christianity no Social Tonic 

I
F TODAY we treat Christianity as a social tonic that will cure economic
depression and social unrest and make everybody happy, we shall only ensure 

future disillusionment and reaction. It is impossible to create a Christian social order ab

extra by the application of a few ready-made principles or by introducing legislative 
reforms. And even if it were possible, it would be of little profit to get the world to 
accept Christian economic principles, when it does not accept Christian intellectual 
and moral principles. 

- Christopher Dawson, Religion and the Modem State, Sheed & Ward, London, 1935 p.122. 

the population through spurious rights
claims and judicial fiat. 

The tyranny of the majority is 
also invoked in discussions about 
the treatment of asylum seekers and 
laws against terrorism. In both these 
areas the concern about governments 
disregarding the rights of individuals or 
minorities to placate the majority has a 
more substantive basis. The re-election 
of the Howard government in 2001 
after the Tampa affair and the support 
for processing asylum seekers outside 
Australia's migration zone (the "Pacific 
solution") are often raised in this 
context. 

Certainly the asylum seeker issue 
highlights where the limits of the ethic 
of the fair-go among the majority can 
be encountered. I wonder about the 
consequences for Australian democracy 
if we were to suffer a major terrorist 
attack on our own soil, although the 
level-headed and clear-sighted public 
response to the Bali bombings in 2002 
should remind us that Australians 
generally tend to be politically 
sophisticated rather than politically 
reactive. 

The critical point, however, is that 
if fear and insecurity are drivers in a 
political situation, democratic politics 
offers the only real chance we have for 
dealing with them. Treating majority 
fears and opinions condescendingly is 
no part of the solution. Here we depend 

Fight for the Truth 

S
URELY then, the shepherds,
those to whom he committed his 

sheep to be fed, that is, to be taught 
and guided, ought themselves to 
fight to the death for the truth, and 
struggle against sin even to the point 
of shedding their blood. 
- St Augustine of Hippo 1354-430 AD, Treatise 
on St John, 123,5. From the Second Reading 

at Matins, in the Roman Breviary, for the 
Feast of St Nicholas of Bari, December 6. 
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on the leadership, wisdom and prudence 
of democratically elected leaders, in both 
government and opposition, factors we 
cannot take for granted and which for 
that very reason we must always work 
to encourage. Clear principles about 
human rights and strong institutions 
are also required, but hoping that court 
decisions will make fear and insecurity 
disappear among the general populace 
or using them to impose a solution on a 
worried population may not be good for 
politics, the courts or respect for law. 

c) A third fiction that proponents of
a bill or charter of rights rely on is that 
rights are ultimately about moral beliefs 
or consensus rather than moral truth. 
This is a problem to which John Finnis 
drew attention almost three decades 
ago3

• The shift in the law from moral 
truth to moral belief became apparent 
in the late 1950s with Lord Devlin's 
influential treatment of the enforcement 
of morals. Devlin accepted that the state 
may enforce laws against obscenity, 
for example, but argued that this can 
no longer be based on the promotion 
of virtue or a judgement about the 
right way for people to live. Instead it 
must be based on the state's interest 
in preserving the morale and cohesion 
of society. Shared ideas and values are 
critical to social cohesion, and for this 
reason the law should support deeply 
held and widespread beliefs reprobating 
obscenity and ensure that they are not 
flouted. 

Devlin grasped at this device to 
shore up the foundations of law in the 
wake of the law's repudiation of the 
law of reason (or natural law) beyond 
the positive law. How well it has served 
to shore up laws against obscenity 
is plain to see in a society awash with 
pornography and its malign influence in 
marketing and advertising. But because 
the law rejected the law of reason and 
the truth about human flourishing 
to which it directs us, law is left with 



nothing else as a basis for human rights 
than the slender reed of "deeply held 
and widespread moral belief'. 

For some this is congenial. If moral 
consensus .is the basis for human rights, 
then the manipulation and coercion of 
moral belief can produce new rights 
such as those to abortion, euthanasia, 
and the cloning and destruction of 
human life for research purposes. 
Political and legal elites are only at ease 
with this approach, however, because 
they assume that they will always be in 
control of it. This is one of the reasons 
for the despair and panic that was 
discernible in some places when very 
different, deeply held and widespread 
moral beliefs about limiting the rights 
of asylum seekers came to the fore in 
2001 and seemed poised to take the 
"consensus" on rights in a different 
direction. 

Basing human rights on moral 
consensus has its advantages in 
producing new rights, but it also creates 
problems when it comes to claiming that 
these rights really are true and inviolable 
and not just creations of lawyerly 
ingenuity. As Finnis has observed, "a 
bill of rights purports to identify certain 
interests as truly fundamental aspects of 
human flourishing" which it is unjust to 
neglect or violate. It is difficult to sustain 
this claim, which is fundamental to the 
success of any defence of human rights, 
without a concept of truth beyond the 
law and beyond the moral beliefs of 
the moment. The incoherence of this 

CHEVALIER,�)' 
RESOURCE CENTRE 
;t•�.:::iatM•.,.•• t�-',.l.• • �=)»:i.,a�•)'t.\� �=•� -. _,_.,. ��.._ , 

IDEAL FOR CONFERENCES 

* Conference Rooms and Hall
* Accommodation for 56 people
* Dining room for up to

80 people
* Tennis Court
* Extensive Grounds
* Ample parking

Contact (02) 9315 2222

CHEVALIER RESOURCE CENTRE 

is in the beautiful grounds of 

Sacred Heart Monastery 

1 Roma Avenue Kensington 2033 NSW 

position "denatures the modern bill of 
rights,4 and reduces it to an instrument 
enabling the courts to make final 
determinations about the commitments 
and principles which comprise the 
common good. In the absence of any 
greater authority, human rights become 
dependent on judicial compulsion for 
their force and meaning. 

d) This brings us to the fourth
fiction underlying the push for a bill or 
charter of rights; namely the "greatly 
expanded element of make-believe" that 
is required to keep up the appearance 
that courts are "doing justice according 
to law" when they are in fact legislating 
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without opposition on fundamental 
questions of value and commitment5

• 

This is tolerated from time to time 
because of the deep respect democratic 
societies have for the rule of law. But 
if the rule of law becomes the rule of 
judges we will have a serious problem 
on our hands. 

Interpreting a 
charter of rights 

Basing rights on a consensus of moral 
belief rather than moral truth places 
them on an uncertain foundation. This 
foundation is made even more unstable 
by the use of the courts to reshape moral 
beliefs, or to bypass majority beliefs in 
the general community. For people who 
are serious about human rights, this is 
akin to playing with fire. Rights cannot 
be inviolable if they are only plastic. 
They cannot be inherent to the dignity 
of the person if they are also a stalking 
horse for a particular social and political 
agenda. Rights are either a human 
artifice, or grounded in reality, in truths 
to be recognised and respected. No one 
has the authority to abolish human' 
rights in the second hypothesis. 

Typically, we want to have to have 
our cake and eat it; to make up new 
rights and then proceed as though we 
haven't. This undermines the credibility 
of human rights and the credibility of 
political and legal institutions. Perhaps 
there are some who imagine that there 
is no real harm in this because logical 
contradictions in law and government 
are often overlooked by ordinary 
members of the public and seem to 
have little consequence. This would 
be a mistake. Everyone in our society 
understands the advantages of dressing 
up a demand or a desire for something 
they want with the word "rights". Astute 
social engineers are able to use this for 
their own purposes. 

The whole concept of human rights 
has become so massively dependent on 
imaginative interpretations of the law, 
for example from the right to privacy to 
the right to abortion, that there is little 
knowing where it might finish up. The 
experience of human rights instruments 
overseas makes it very clear that some 
rights will be interpreted narrowly 
and some expansively. Exceptions and 
limitations will be treated in the same 
way, depending on the particular right 
to which they are attached6

. 



Naturally I am especially concerned 
about the fate of the right to religious 
liberty under a charter of rights. 
Experience overseas is not entirely 
encouraging on this score. 

In the United Kingdom in 2005, Mrs 
Veronica Connolly, a pro-life campaigner, 
sent photos of aborted babies to three 
pharmacies in an attempt to dissuade 
them from stocking the morning after 
pill. The pharmacies complained to the 
police and Mrs Connolly was charged 
under the Malicious Communications Act 
for posting material to people which was 
"in whole or in part, of an indecent or 
grossly offensive nature". She was duly 
convicted and fined, and she appealed to 
the High Court of Justice. In her appeal 
Mrs Connolly claimed that the Human 
Rights Act required the English law 
against malicious postal communications 
to be applied in a way consistent with 
her rights to freedom of expression and 
freedom. of thought, conscience and 
religion under the European Convention 
on Human Rights. 

In January 2007 the court dismissed 
this argument, ruling that freedom. of 
thought, conscience and religion is a 
right which of its nature is likely to 
cause offence to others and so must be 
narrowly construed. The limitations for 
protecting the rights of others placed 
on this right, and in this case also on 
the right to freedom of expression, 
were given an expansive reading, so 
that the "distress and anxiety" caused to 
those who saw the photos sent by Mrs 
Connolly was found to be a violation 
of their rights. For this reason, the 
court concluded, "the conviction of Mrs 

Democracy 

T
HE RISE of the democracy to
power in America and in Europ.e 

is not, as had been hoped, to be a 
safeguard of power and civilisatioJJ. It 
is the rise of the uncivilised, whom no 
school education can suffice to p�ovide 
with intelligence and reason. It looks 
as if the world [is] entering on a new 
stage of experience, unlike anything 
.heretofore, in which there must be a 
new discipline of suffering to fit men 
for the new conditions. 

- Charles Eliot Norton (1827-1908), first 
professor of Fine Arts, Haivard, letter to 

Sir Leslie Stephen (1832-1904), 8 January 
1896. Quoted in Letters of Charles 6/iot 

Norton (London, 1913). 

Connolly on the facts of this case was 
necessary in a democratic society"7

• The 
House of Lords declined to grant her 
leave to appeal against this decision. 

This case shows what can happen 
when a bill or charter of rights is 
interpreted from the premises of a 
secularist mindset, especially when it 
is sharpened, as in Europe, by fear of 
home-grown Islam. Britain's population 
has had a Christian majority for over 
1,000 years, probably for 1,500 years. It 
is ironic that the Christian right to free 
speech on a life issue like abortion can 
be limited so fiercely. In the UK at least 
one should fear further restrictions on 
Christian comments in public life as 
anti-religious elements use the fear of 
Islamic violence to place limits on all 
religious groups bold or foolish enough 
to speak out publicly on issues declared 
"taboo" by the new political correctness. 
Presently such issues touch on sexuality, 
marriage, family and life. In the near 

future, given the likely developments 
in bio-technology, we shall be battling 
against involuntary euthanasia and even 
compulsory eugenics, as well as hum.an 
cloning. 

Proponents of a charter of rights 
regularly point to the UK Human Rights 
Act as a model that should be adopted 
here. Connolly v DPP shows how little 
protection religious people can expect 
from anything like the UK Human Rights 
Act if it were to be implemented in 
Australia, even for minor and maladroit 
forms of religious expression and 
political activity such as Mrs Connolly's. 

Conclusion 

The push for a charter of rights 
springs from a suspicion of majority 
rule, a preference for judicial decision
making on fundamental questions, the 
imperatives of the particular social and 
political agenda that a charter of rights 
serves, and the elitism of privileged 
reformers - not all of whom are 
lawyers. And the problems with such 
a charter are increased by the inability 
of contemporary law and philosophy to 
agree on a secure foundation for human 
rights, freedom and truth. 

The different charters of rights 
currently in force (in Victoria and the 
ACT) or being offered in Australia seek 
to provide important protections of 
some values upon which we all agree. 
For example,·no one wishes to detract 
from rights to due process and a fair 
trial. These are not in dispute or under 
challenge, and already enjoy substantial 
common law and statutory protection 
as Chief Justice Spigelman pointed out 
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recently. But even these rights can be 
made questionable by a charter of rights. 

In Canada, the Supreme Court has 
given these rights a substantive rather 
than procedural meaning, so that any 
infringements against them, even �hen 
they are procedurally fair, are ruled 
to be major rights violations. As a 
consequence the threshold for excluding 
evidence from criminal trials has 
been progressively lowered, seriously 
hampering the administration of criminal 
justice, and making these rights a matter 
of controversy8

• In Australia there is 

no evidence of serious vindictiveness 
towards terrorism suspects among 
the majority of the population at the 
moment. But this could change very 
quickly if cases against them begin to fall 
over; if, for example, an Australian court 
declares that being compelled to take 
part in a police line up is incompatible 
with the right to due process. 

So it is not only in areas of 
life, family, freedom of religion, 
discrimination and equality that a bill 
or charter of rights causes trouble. The 
iroriy is that the uses to which courts 
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put a bill of rights often generate exactly 
the hostile majority reaction to rights 
that this sort of legislation is meant to 
avert. We don't have a _culture war here 
in Australia in the way the United States 
does, but a bill or charter of rights could 
help provoke one. 

When it comes to the protection of 
human rights, it is important to ensure 
that we are not labouring under illusions. 
There are major problems with the whole 
concept of a charter of rights which place 
worrying question marks over human 
rights, the rule of law, and_ the democratic 
process. The preamble to Canada's 1960 
statutory Bill of Rights, superseded by 
the 1982 constitutional Charter of Rights 
but still part of Canadian law, exp�essly 
recognises that "fundamental freedoms 
and human rights" are derived from 
"the supremacy of God, the dignity and 
worth of the hunian person". We could 
learn from this. 

In contrast, the Canadian Charter of 
Rights offers a preamble which is little 
more than an introductory sentence, 
and reads: "Whereas Canada is founded 
upon principles that recognize the 
supremacy of God and the rule of law". 
The Australian charters either omit any 
reference to a foundation for rights or 
omit a· preamble altogether. Ironically; 
given the fear of the majority discussed 
here, the federal human rights act being 
proposed by New Matilda seems to 
suggest that democracy is the source ·of 
human rights. 

Rights are best protected by the 
common law and by parliament when 
the people are equally aware of their 
responsibilities. Democratic law-making 
is imperfect, but preferable to rule by 
the courts. 
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ISLAM' 'AND THE WEST 

Words ef Bitter hatred against the 'Ingliz' in Mecca in the 19th Century. 

HOW OTHERS SEE US 

I
N ITSELF EVERY detail of [a] one-sided race-judgment would be
instructive to us and should we blush in shame at the truth hidden 

here and there in the caricature, we can console ourselves with the 
thought that the pictures of French, English and Russians drawn in 
Mekka by the Moslims whom they rule over are not more flattering 
than those of the Dutch drawn by the J awah [Malays]. 

In all these representations sound observation is mixed up with 
misunderstanding, but it is everywhere to be observed ,that the 
Europeans are themselves largely responsible for this last. Principally 
because in England the finest politico-colonial programmes are put 
forward, and because many English claim that their rule in India 
depends upon the sympathy of the subjected peoples, one is struck 
by the fact that in Mekka one hears nothing from the lips of Indian 
Moslims but words of most bitter hatred against the Ingliz. Between 
theory and practice there is a vast enough gulf also with us [Dutch] ... 
on the other hand the Indians heaped nothing but curses on their lords. 
It was clearly to be seen from the conversation of the Indians, that not 
alone race-antipathy and religious fanaticism but the contemptuous 
and insulting attitude of most of the English to the "natives" gave rise 
to hate. 

The Russian '"knout" cuts a much better figure in comparison. The 
Russian Might impressed the Central-Asiatics, and many regarded its 
workings as part of the unfathomable Divine Will. . .. one heard no 
European government spoken of more favourably than the Russian so 
soon as the discussion passed from theoretical religious hatred to the 
details of administration. 

When however Algerians spoke about France one heard in every 
word the contempt of the Moslim for a republican constitution. 
An empire of the insane, they declared .... No surroundings were 
better calculated than the Mekkan to convert all Frenchmen into 
monarchists. 

- C. Snouck Hurgronje, Mekka in the Latter Part of the 19th Century,
Leiden Brill, 1931, pp. 248,249. 
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FALSE PROPHETS 

A glimpse at some ef the intrusions that are leaking into the communal bloodstream 

WHAT DID YOU DO 

IN THE CULTURE WARS, DADDY? 

OR THE PAST 40 
years the Western world 
has existed in a state of 
internal turmoil usually 
described nowadays as 
'the culture wars'. If you 
imagine such turmoil 

affects only those engaged in nominally 
cultural, academic or otherwise esoteric 
pursuits it is time to think again. 

For example, the so-called 'culture 
wars' have considerable - if often 
deliberately concealed - bearing on 
what your and other people's children 
are taught in schools, often from 
primary level onwards. In essence, the 
word 'culture' as in 'culture wars' now 
embraces virtually every aspect of our 
lives. 

For those whose memories extend 
thus far, the prevailing mental tenor -
among those on the victorious Allied 
side, at least - in the years following 
the Second W arid War was one of 
profound relief that physical conflict was 
over together with a belief that certain 
core moral values had been vindicated 
by the victory. Popular films of the 
time, for example, generally reflected 
some reassuring specie of secularised 
Christianity. 

Recently I watched the famous 
post-war American comedy Born

Yesterday on DVD for the first time 
since I saw it originally in a cinema at 
the time of its first release. What I had 
forgotten over the intervening years was 
what a strong moral message its script 
contained. 

So far as my memories of the decade 
remain clear, good food, consumer 
goods and luxuries of any kind remained 
in short supply in 1950s Britain. 

The 1960s saw a steady increase in 
material prosperity but also the birth 
and rise of what could best be described 
as an antinomian culture: a culture 

By Giles Auty 

increasingly opposed, in short, to any of 
the obligations of moral law. 

The culture in question is universally 
described now as post-modernist and 
so far only a few writers have embraced 
the description 'antinomian' - a word 
first used in former times to describe a 
strange sect which appeared in Germany 
in 1535. 

The 1960s are popularly associated 
today with so-called sexual 'liberation' 
and a vast surge in the use of hard and 
soft drugs. But other, less noticeable 
intrusions were already leaking also 
into the communal bloodstream. 
Generally these concerned themselves 
with the questioning of almost all forms 
of existing authority whether these 
related to men, the law, use of language, 
aesthetic values or those perennial 
targets: capitalism and Western liberal 
democracy. In Britain the buzz-word of 
the day was 'anti-establishment'. 

The Dark side 

of the Dream 

T
HE child murders by Ian
Brady and Myra Hindley 

had shaken the nation as had 
no crime since the war. With its 
mixture of Brady's background 
as an illegitimate orphan ·in 
the slums of Glasgow, and 
the fan.tasy world of Sadism 
and Nazism he had been 
able to seize on through the 
offices of Manchester's thriving 
pornographic book shops, for 
many people the case threw 
into sharp relief the darker side 
of the dream into which Britain 
had been moving. 

- Christopher Booker, The Neophiliacs, 
The Revolution in English Life in the 

fifties and sixties, Pimlico, 1969, p.292 
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Even when this was not stated 
openly, Christianity was always another 
primary target of post-modernist dogma, 
of course. 

Thus the doctrine that people from 
entirely different races or geographic 
backgrounds should be expected to 
co-exist happily together in 'blended' 
communities ignores the primary 
importance many such people attach to 
deeply-held religious beliefs. 

Generally this is because the 
advocates of such communities have no 
such beliefs of their own. Staunch post
modernists, in fact, tend to trivialise 
fundamental religious differences 
basically because they equate religious 
beliefs of any kind with outmoded 
superstitions. 

Multiculturalism nevertheless remains 
one of the core creeds of post-modernist 
orthodoxy, along with political 
correctness, feminism, post-colonialism, 
post-structuralism, relativism and the 
bizarre theories of Michel Foucault. 

Foucault, who died of AIDS in 1984 
remains a key figure in the culture wars 
and is widely venerated in Australian 
academic institutions. In American 
equivalents, adulation knows no 
bounds. The Passion of Michel Foucault by 
James Miller (Simon & Schuster 1993), 
in fact, openly - and sacrilegiously -
dares to compare his deviant life with 
that of Jesus. 

Unsurprisingly, Foucault's political 
roots run back to communism but 
his personal, pseudo-philosophical 
contribution to Western thought centres 
largely on his singular concepts of power 
and exclusion: the 'excessive' powers 
wielded by 'established' institutions and 
the consequent disempowerment of all 
those whom 'normal' society excludes. 

Ironically, Foucault himself came 
from a highly privileged background 
and enjoyed access to educational 

• 



facilities shared by very few. Allegedly 
he was also a brilliant scholar so that it 
was his personal fascination with death, 
torture, sado-masochism, drugs and 
the anonymous sex of San Francisco's 
bathhouses that perhaps led to feelings 
- and a subsequent philosophy of -
exclusion from the too narrow bounds
of conventional society. While Foucault's 
particular hero was aristocratic Marquis
de Sade, his loyalty to his communist
leanings decreed that it was power
rather than privilege which obsessed
him. 

Those whose interest in the history 
of the world and of humanity extends 
beyond the immediate present may find 
intriguing parallels between the gnomic 
utterances of such creatures of 'the 
cultural revolution' as Foucault, Jacques 
Derrida, Herbert Marcuse, John Berger 
or Richard Rorty and those of the false 
prophets of the Old Testament. 

The causes of intellectual inquiry 
might reasonably suggest that those 
of undergraduate age, at least, should 
be exposed to the writings even of the 
falsest of false prophets providing they 
are exposed at least equally to the writings 
of the latter's detractors. 

Such a process certainly could 
encourage the development of vital 
powers of intellectual discrimination. 

Unfortunately this is not what has 
occurred in most Western academic 
institutions for a long time. 

What has happened instead is that 
various examples of fashionable, post
modernist thought have effectively 
congealed to form a rigid new orthodoxy. 
Academic success increasingly attends 
both students and lecturers who pay lip 
service, at least, to such orthodoxy. 

In a relativist culture in which the 
vital concept of truth is assumed to be 
non-existent or unknowable, a quest for 
power soon fills the resultant vacuum. 

In basic terms what many university 
lecturers and academic boards are 
proclaiming is that if all opinions 
are indeed subjective, theirs are the 
subjective opinions that are going to 
count. 

GILES AuTY was born in the UK and trained 
privately as a painter. He worked professionally as 
an artist for 20 years. Publication of his The Art of 
Self Deception swung his career towards criticism. He 
was art critic for The Spectator from 1984 to 1995 
when he became national correspondent for The 
Australian. He now devotes himself to his original 
love - painting. 
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BOOK REVIEW 

"What are Middle Easterners for, and what are they against? 

JIHAD, CONFLICT AND CULTURE 

j CGILL University 
• A n t h r o p o l o g y
, Professor Philip Carl 
, Salzman is a truly

intrepid man. With 
• Promethean bolch1ess

(pun intended),
Salzman's pellucid, remarkably 
compendious, and brilliantly argued 
'Culture and Conflict in the Middle 
East,' defies academia's pervasive, 
stultifying Islamo-sycophantism. 

Professor Salzman, the founding chair 
of the Commission on Nomadic Peoples, 
who served in that position for 15 years 
(1978-1993), previously conducted 
fieldwork among nomadic, pastoral 
tribes in Iranian Baluchistan in 1967-68, 
1972-73, and 1976. He is the author 
of the earlier anthropological studies, 
Black Tents of Baluchistan; Pastoralism: 

Reviewed by ANDREW G. BosTOM 

Culture and Conflict in 

the Middle East, Prometheus Books, 

Amherst, NY 224 pp., 
by Philip Carl Salzman. 

Equality, Hierarchy, and the State; and 
Understanding Culture. Central to 
understanding Salzman's conception of 
Middle Eastern Arab culture is the form 
of social control he denotes as 'balanced 
opposition.' His operational definition 
of this 'ingenious' system for providing 
security, in particular, is as follows: 

Everybody is a member of a nested 
set of kin groups, from very small to 
very large. These groups are vested 
with responsibility for the defense 
of each and every one of its members 
and responsibility for the harm 
each and every one of its members 

'Progressives,' and the Root 
Causes of Islamic Terror 

T
HERE is much that is clearly wrong with the Islamic world. 

Women are stoned to death and undergo clitorectomies. 

Gays hang from the gallows under the approving eyes of the 

proponents of Shariah, the legal code of Islam. Sunni and Shia 

massacre each other daily in Iraq. Palestinian mothers teach 

3-year-old boys and girls the ideal of martyrdom. One would

expect the orthodox Islamic establishment to evade or dismiss

these complaints, but less happily, the non-Muslim priests of

enlightenment in the West have come, actively and passively,

to the lslamists' defense.These "progressives" frequently cite

the need to examine "root causes." In this they are correct:

Terrorism is only the manifestation of a disease and not the

disease itself. But the root-causes are quite different from what

they think.

-Tawfik Hamid, The Wall Street Journal, Tuesday, April 3, 2007. 

A onetime member of Jemaah Jslamiya, an lslamist terrorist group.

Dr Hamid is a medical doctor. 
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do to outsiders. This is called by 
anthropologists 'collective responsibility,' 
and the actions taken by a group on 
its own behalf are called 'self-help.' If 
there is confrontation, small groups face 
opposing small groups. Middle-sized 
groups face opposing middle-sized 
groups, or large groups face opposing 
large groups: family vs. family, lineage 
vs. lineage, clan vs. clan, tribe vs, tribe, 
confederacy vs. confederacy, sect vs. 
sect, the Islamic community (umma) 
vs. the infidels. This is where the 
deterrence lies, in the balance between 
opponents; individuals do not face 
groups, and small groups do not face 
large groups. Any potential aggressor 
knows that his target is not solitary or 
meager, but is always, in principle, a 
formidable formation much the same 
size as his. 

Salzman argues that Islam serves 
as the penultimate hierarchy overlaid 
upon all these smaller, and subordinate 
divisions, standing in balanced 
opposition against non-Muslim peoples 
and their nations. And although Salzman 
acknowledges certain decentralized, 
egalitarian aspects of balanced 
opposition at the tribal level, he also 
emphasizes its core 'particularism 
of loyalties,' which engenders anti
democratic tendencies, inconsistent 
with a 'universalistic' normative.' Thus 
Salzman concludes that balanced 
opposition is not conducive to, 

... constitutional rule in which rules 

apply to all and are upheld by all at all 

times. Particularism and contingency, 
so basic to complementary opposition, 

preclude universalistic constitutional 

frameworks and thus inhibit social 

and political integration at broader 

territorial levels including larger and 

diverse populations. 

Salzman withholds any final 
professional judgment that might appear 
disparaging, 

. . .it is not the job of anthropologists 

to laud societies or to criticize them, 



or to celebrate or to demean them. So 
problems and difficulties are a very 
delicate matter to address, even more 
when they appear to be culturally 
driven. 
He nevertheless does not shy away 

from concluding that, 
The cultural frame of 

complementary opposition in the 
Middle East thus underlies many 
of the difficulties in building a civil 
society, establishing democracy at the 
state level, maintaining state support 
for state institutions, founding creative 
educational institutions, inspiring 
economic development, and building 
an inclusive public culture in the 
Middle East 
In support of these conclusions, 

Salzman adduces grim statistics from the 
2002 Arab Human Development Report 
on the Middle Eastern Arab nations: 
the lowest freedom scores, reflecting 
an array of measures of social, political, 
and religious freedoms, including 
a specific 'women's empowerment 
deficit'; poor educational development 
which contributes to abysmal levels of 
scientific research and development, 
and sustained human poverty, despite 
massive oil wealth. 

Salzman provides concrete 
illustrations of how balanced opposition 
functions in the feud and vendetta 
dynamics among the Baluch (in the 
border areas between Iran, Pakistan, and 
Afghanistan), 'kin groups' in Gaza, or 
the Bedouin in Israel. His dispassionate 
observations convey the terrible costs 
incurred by this 'ingenious' system's 
obsession with security, and intimately 
related notions of 'honor.' And these 
bloody dynamics persist, unfortunately, 
at what Salzman refers to as 'higher 
levels of integration,' causing, 

... sectarian conflicts ... in sophisticated 
cities far from the deserts: the Shiite
Sunni conflict for domination [which] 
destroyed Beirut in the 1980s, just 
as it undermined Karachi at the turn 
of the millennium, and is washing 
Baghdad in blood at the time of this 
writing [2007]. 
But Salzman's most important 

and intellectually courageous 
contribution to our understanding is 
his clear delineation that Islam's eternal 
institution of jihad war represents the 
apotheosis of balanced opposition. 
He alludes to Evans-Pritchard's 
characterization of how the Bedouin 
of Cyrenaica [Libya] 'compensated' for 
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their less than assiduous fulfillment 
of the ritual requirements of Islam, by 
their zealous commitment to jihad. Here 
is the full description from the original 
(1949) text by Evans-Pritchard: 

It would [also] be a questionable 
judgment to assert that the Bedouin 
of Cyrenaica are not religious because 
they do not pay the same attention to 
outward ritual as do townspeople and 
peasants, for piety and holiness, as we 
have often been admonished, are not 
the same ... 

Perhaps the Bedouin make up for 
their shortcomings by their enthusiasm 
for the jihad, holy war against 
unbelievers. They consider that they 
have fulfilled their obligation under 
this head in ample measure by their 
long and courageous fight, formally 
declared a holy war by the Caliph 

ANNALS AUSTRALASIA 29 OCTOBER 2008 

of Islam, against the Italians, French, 
and British. A Bedouin once said to 
me when I remarked how rarely I had 
seen Bedouin at prayer: 'Nasum wa 

najhad;''(but) we fast and wage holy 
war. 
Salzman devotes an entire chapter 

to the unapologetic description of the 
living, uniquely Islamic institution of 
jihad war, whose past historical ravages 
extended from Iberia to the Indian 
subcontinent, north into Poland, and 
south to sub-Saharan Africa. Following 
this outline of jihad war theory, 
accompanied by salient examples of 
its consistent brutal practice, he also 
elucidates the imposition of dhimmitude 
- Islam's sacralized, humiliating
governance of those non-Muslims
vanquished by jihad. 



Grounds for Hope 

The Fairy Tale in The Nights is wholly and purely 
Persian. The gifted Iranian race, physically the noblest 

and the most beautiful of all known to me, has exercised 
upon the world history an amount of influence which has 
not yet been fully recognised. It repeated for Babylonian art 
and literature what Greece had done for Egyptian, whose 
dominant idea was that of working for eternity. Hellas and 
Iran instinctively chose as their characteristic the idea of 
Beauty, rejecting all that was exaggerated and grotesque; 
and they made the sphere of Art and Fancy as real as the 
world of Nature and Fact. 

- Richard Burton, 'Terminal Essay.' The Book of the Thousand Nights and 
a Night, Private Subscribers' limited edition, vol.x, p.127. 

Along the way, Salzman firmly rejects 
the bowdlerized narrative of the jihad 
conquests espoused by anthropologist 
Charles Lindolrn, a Professor al Boston 
University. 

Lindolm's absurd hagiography (from 
Tlie /.rlamic Mi"dtlle East, Blackwell, 
Malden, MA, 2002, p. 79) contends 
reverently, and without any qualification, 
that. 

'The rise of Islam was both au 
economic and social revolution, 
offering new wealth and freedom to 
dominions it assimilated u ndel" the 
ban ner of a universal broth erhood 
guided by the message of the Prophet.' 

Salzman, in his apt reply, obse rves 
acidly, 

Yes, no doubt it was the best of all 
possible worlds; that is if one had noc 
been one of the multitude slain, tlie 
myriad s enslaved, or the remainder 
expropriated, suppressed, and 
degraded. 

Salzman completes his frank 
discussion of the jihad with a synopsis 
of Samuel Huntington's mid-1990s 
paradigm of Islam' s 'bloody borders.' 
Huntington, Salzman reminds us, 
adduces convincing data in support of 
his contention that, 'Wherever one looks 
along the perimeter of Islam, .Muslims 
have problems living peaceably with 
their neigbbors.' Salzman cites these 
germane observations by Huntington, 
noting how they have been confirmed 
(one could argue even amplified), 
subseque ntly, in the wake of the 

September 11, 2001 attacks on the U.S., 
and their aftermath. 

The overwhelming majority of fanlt 
line conflicts .... have taken place along 
the b oundary looping across Eurasia 
and Africa that separates Muslims from 
non-Muslims. 

.. .Incense antagonisms and violent 
connicts are pervasive becween local 
Muslim and non-Muslim peoples. 

... Muslims make up about one-fifth 
of the wol'ld's population, but in 

Islam and 
Equality 

The Arabic world which had 
no metropolitan plebeians, 

and where the women were 
too degraded and enslaved 
to share in any part of cultural 
life, was also attracted by 
the Pharisaic principle of 
human dignity; but, as we 
have seen, it placed its own 
interpretation on the concept. 
Human equality was limited 
to believers in Mohammed, 
and to males. The women 
were to be kept as soulless 
tools of their husbands, and 
the unbelievers were to be 
exterminated or enslaved. 
- Louis Finkelstein. The Pharisees. vol.1. 
The Morris Loeb Series, 1938, pp.xiii-xiv. 
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the 1990s they have been far more 
involved in inter-group violence than 
the people of any other civilizadon. 
The evidence is overwhelming. There 
were, in short, three times as many 
inter-eivilizational conAicts involving 
.\I uslims as there were between 
non-Muslim civilizations. 

... Muslim states also have had a 
high propC'nsity to res()rt to violence 
in international crises, employing 
it to resoh-c 76 crises out of a t0cal 
of H2 in which they were involved 
between 1928 and 197!1 ... Whe n 
they did use ,·iolencc. Muslim ~tates 
used high-intensity violence. reson.ing 
to foll-scale war in 41 percent of the 
cases where violen ce was used and 
engaging in major da~hes in another 
39 percent of the cases. While Muslim 
slates resorted 10 violence in 53.S 
percent, violence was used the United 
Kingdom in only 1.5 percent, by die 
United States in 17.9 percent, :rnd by 
the Soviet Union in 28.5 percem of the 
crises in which they were involved ... 
.tlfoslim bellicosity and violence arc 
late-twentieth-century facts which 
neither Muslims nor non-Muslims can 
deny. 

G. H. Bousquet, the great 20th 
cent my scholar of Islamic jurisprudence, 
observed how the permanent institution 
of jihad war, and the related imposition 
of Islamic Law (Shari' a) upon all 
of humanity - both Mnslims and 
non-Muslims - reflected the 'doubly 
totalitarian· quintessence of Islam. 

Salzrnan·s analysis demonstrntes 
further how balanced opposition 
fnnctioning at subordinate levels of 
organization ( i.e., re lative to Is la m 

and the Islamic umma) - from 
lineage, ciao, and trihe, through tribal 
confederacies - amplifies 'particularisms· 
that also promote, anti-de mocratic 
authoritarianism. 

The late P.J Vatikiotis ( d. 1997), a 
renowned political scientist who focused 
on the modern e ra in the Middle East, 
and also lived for extended periods in 
the region, combined, to an extent, the 
perspectives of Bousquet and Salzman 
in this 1981 analysis (from Le Dcbat, 
[Paris], no. 14, July-August, 1981): 

What is significant is chat after a 
tolerably less autocratic/ authoritarian 
political experience during their 
apprenticeship for independent 
statehood under foreign power 
tutelage, during the inter-war period, 
most of these states once completely 
free or independent of foreign contro~ 
very quickly moved towards highly 



autocratic-authorilarian patterns of 
rule ... One could suggest a hiatus 
of roughly three years between the 
departure or removal of European 
i11flue11l.-.: an<.! power aru.1 ovenhmw of 
ihe rickety plural political systems they 
left behind in Syria, Egypt, Iraq, and 
the Sudan hy military coups d'etat. 

Authoritarianism and autocracy 
in the Middle East may be unstable 
in the sense that autocracies follow 
oue another in frequem s uccession. 
Yet the ethos of authoritarianism 
may be lasting. even permaneoL .. Ooc 
could vemure into a mo re ambitious 
philosophical c tiology by pointing 
out the absence of a concept of 
'natural law' or 'law of reason' in the 
intellectual-cultural heritage of Middle 
Eastern societies. After all, everything 
before fslarn, before Gori n.,vealecl his 
message co Muhammad, constitutes 
jahi!iyya, or the dark age of ignorance. 
Similarly, anything chac deviates from 
the eternal truth or verities of falamic 
teaching is equally d egenerative, 
and therefore unacceptable. That 
is why, hy definition, any Islamic 
n111vement wh k h seeks co make 
Islam the bask principle of the polity 
does not aim at innovation but at the 
restoration of chi, ideal that has b.-en 
ahan<loned o r lo~r. Th<' mi~sing o f 
an experience ;imilar. or parallel. to 
the Renaissance, freeing che ~lu,lim 
individual from external constraints 
of, say, rditiiou; auth ority in order 
to engage in a creali,·e course 
measured and judged by rational 
and existential human standards, 
may also be a relevant consideration. 
The i.ndiYidual in the Middle east has 
yet ro atcai11 his indt'.J>t'.!ldence from 
the wider collcccivity, or to accept 
th e proposit ion that he can create a 
political order. 

Salzman conclud es his own seminal 
work with a wistfnl udmonition, in this 
closing state ment, 

To impron· the condition of their 
society, Middle Easterners will have to 
decide what they are far ( emphasis in 
original] is more important chan whom 
they are against. l emphasis in origiua!J 
Without truly wrenching, 

foundational reforms to Islam itself, 
and accompanying prufonnd changes in 
tribal dynamics, Middle Eastern Muslim 
socie ties will likely r emain unable to 
liberate themselves from the conundrum 
Salzman's concluding words aniculate. 

ANDlt.[11.' G. BosTO&I is the aulhor of 17te legacy of 
Ji/iad (Prometheus, 2005) and TI,, ugu,y uf lslumic 
.A,uis=ii6sm. Rcprimcd wilh permission. 
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along with their annual renewal - this assists in defraying the 

heavy costs incurred in producing our magazine. 
- Editor, Annals 
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CRABBY OLD MAN 
by Anonymous 

What do you see, nurses? What do you see? 
What are you thinking when you're looking at me? 
A crabby old man, not very wise, 
Uncertain of habit with faraway eyes? 

Who dribbles his food and makes no reply. 
When you say in a loud voice 'I do wish you'd try!' 
Who seems not to notice the things that you do. 
And forever is losing A sock or a shoe? 

Who, resisting or not lets you do as you will, 
With bathing and feeding the long day to fill? 
Is that what you're thinking? Is that what you see? 
Then open your eyes, nurse you're not looking at me. 

I'll tell you who I am As I sit here so still, 
As I do at your bidding, as I eat at your will. 
I'm a small child of ten with a father and mother, 
Brothers and sisters who love one another 

A young boy of sixteen with wings on his feet 
Dreaming that soon now a lover he'll meet. 
A groom soon at Twenty my heart gives a leap. 
Remembering the vows that I promised to keep. 

At twenty-five now I have young of my own. 
Who need me to guide And a secure happy home. 
A man of thirty My young now grown fast, 
Bound to each other With ties that should last. 

At forty, my young sons have grown and are gone, 
But my woman's beside me to see I don't mourn. 
At fifty, once more, Babies play 'round my knee, 
Again, we know children My loved one and me. 

Dark days are upon me My wife is now dead. 
I look at the future I shudder with dread. 
For my young are all rearing young of their own. 
And I think of the years And the love that I've known. 

I'm now an old man and nature is cruel. 
Tis jest to make old age look like a fool. 
The body, it crumbles grace and vigor depart. 
There's now a stone where I once had a heart. 

But inside this old carcass A young guy still dwells, 
And now and again my battered heart swells 
I remember the joys I remember the pain. 
And I'm loving and living life over again. 

I think of the years, all too few gone too fast, 
And accept the stark fact that nothing can last. 
So open your eyes open and see 
Not a crabby old man. Look closer, see ME!! 
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MEDIA MATTERS 

By ]AMES MURRAY

Outing 'lggins 

Yet another revival of My Fair Lady raises the 
question of its hero's name. From where did GB 
Shaw get the name Henry Higgins in his original 
stage play Pygmalion? Too obvious to suggest 
the telephone directory. Your correspondent 
believes Shaw took the surname from a poem by 
controversialist and friend GK Chesteron: 

'If I had been a heathen. 
'I'd have crowned Nereida's curls 
'I'd've filled my life with love affairs, 
'My house with dancing girls. 
'But Higgins is a heathen 
'And to meetings he is forced. 
'By aunts who are not married, 
'Who demand to be divorced.' 

Obama V Mccain 

An early prediction here that Americans 
would elect the Republican hero John McCain 
in preference to the Democrat Barak Obama is 
increasingly like a drunk in search of a lamp-post. 
One issue, raised during their final debate, could 
still be crucial: abortion. 

Obama was quoted as saying 'What ultimately 
I believe is that women, in consultation with their 
families, their doctors, their religious advisers, are 
in a best position to make the decision.' 

McCain said: 'We have to change the culture 
of America. Those of us who are proudly pro-life 
understand that.' 

Omitted by Obama, and not entered in rebuttal 
by McCain: Obama voted against a measure to 
give care to infants who had survived an abortion. 
Sure, life's a struggle. But such ruthlessness goes 
beyond battlefields where the Geneva Convention 
on the treatment of wounded applies. 

In favouring Obama, the polls are not favouring 
a candidate but an idea - an idea whose time 
seems to have come: the idea of a African
American president. Paradoxically what has helped 
to bring this about is that the African-Amercan 
demographic is rightly less affected by abortion 
(and contraception) than its Euro-American 
counterpart. 

Impossible in this context to avoid comment 
on the bill before the Parliament of Victoria to 

legalise and widen abortion practice (including 
trespass on the conscience rights of doctors). At 
this writing, ammendments are still being debated 
and the bill has yet to be formally enacted. 

If passed, what it will do is create, one door to 
life: the door of natural birth (with the possibility 
of miscarriage), and two doors to certain death: 
mid-pregnancy abortion and full-term abortion. 
Whether the Obama Option becomes a third door 
to death remains to be seen. What is abundantly 
clear is the extent to which abortion has expanded 
from proponents arguing solely on the basis of the 
mother's well-being. 

The former Premier of Victoria, Joan Kirner, 
reportedly spoke of 45 years of hard work to bring 
about the legislation. Okay, say only 200 a year 
are alive in Victoria because of the absence of the 
legislation; that makes 9000 people. What about 
the Kirner Proclamation to tell them they would 
have been better off dead? 

Ross Aground 

Spare a thought for Professor Ross Garnaut 
who doesn't need a dime. There he stands with his 
mighty two-decker tome, designed like Noah's Ark 
to save humanity. But a different kind of hard rain 
is falling and Garnaut, for all his persuasiveness, is 
having difficulty selling his message. 

No bad impasse. The main heat in the climate 
debate has been metaphorical, based on dubious 
computer projections. Allowing it to cool before 
resumption could be of general benefit. On a 
more pragmatic level, the global market meltdown 
has prevented the infamously profligate Lehi:nan 
Brothers from following through on a master plan 
to dominate world trade in carbon credits and, no 
doubt, their derivatives. 

That could have been a splendid topic for 
Garnaut or his Brit exemplar, Sir Nicholas Stern. 
Even as a team, however, they might have baulked 
at the task of correcting the outcomes. 

Kev's Shanty 

More than $10 billion, and counting, is not the 
kind of sum spent by a drunken sailor. So belay 
any reference to that ancient cliche. But perhaps 
Prime Minister Plenipotentiary Kevin Rudd, his 
Treasurer Wayne Swan carrying the tote bag, can 
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be compared to a First Lord of the Admiralty 
dispensing the prizemoney of predecessors, in this. 
case John Howard and Peter Costello. 

Without imitating the British Admiralty, who 
hanged an admiral to encourage the others, Rudd 
must ensure a quid pro quid from bankers et al 
on executive remuneration packages to link them 
more sanely with shopfloor (or newsroom) wages. 

The ABBA hit, Money! Money! is the zeitgeist 
theme song. Another musical element adds to 
merriment amid the gloom. The Wiggles have 
composed a new song to encourage children to 
wash their hands. And that is what bankers et al 
have been doing: washing their hands of blame. 
While they and other business leaders volunteer 
workers for redundancy, not 

In a twist worthy of John Le Carre who should 
appear on the Hakkluyt list but ex-Foreign 
Minister Alexander Downer? There is, however, 
a bi-partisan aspect, Kevin Rudd's infra-structure 
boss, Sir Rod Eddington, is also on the list. 

Did someone suggest conflict of interest? 
Greens leader Senator Bob Brown did, possibly 
because Hakkluyt was sprung in 2001 for paying 
a former German intelligence agent to infiltrate 
groups of greeny persuasion on behalf of BP and 
Shell who are of oily persuasion. 

Downer and Eddison denied conflict of 
interest, the latter on the charming grounds that, 
'Hakkluyt is a way for me to keep my international 
network up.' 

a single executive is reported 
to have volunteered for a 
remuneration cut. What about 
a Bankers Chorus? 

Touching a 
Chord 

The company's deputy 
managing director, Rupert 
Huxter, said Downer was 
an experienced minister 
who would help Hakkluyt's 
advisory board, 'open doors 
to clients'. 

'We wash our hands of the 
whole catastrophe, 

'And the soap we use is 
tax-payer cash money.' 

In concert, some 
commentators blame the 
crisis on Jimmy Carter, the 
ex-President, who nowadays 
puts hammer and nails 
where his ideals are to build 
houses for the poor. Another 
former president Bill Clinton, 
admittedly more inclined to 

T
HERE was a time when a 

man spent his property on the 

acquisition of knowledge. Today, 

he acquires property through his 

knowledge. There was a time 

when a man of knowledge could 

be observed to grow, both inwardly 

and outwardly. Today, many men of 

knowledge can be observed to grow 

in corruption in both respects. 

Transparent doors, of 
course. 

Sail Away 

That former dreadnought 
of the Fairfax Empire, The 
National Times, used to have 
a column headed Amazing 
Scenes. Nothing in it ever 
matched recent events at 

-Abu '1-Fayd Dhu an-Nun al-Misri, Sufi 

writer died 861 AD quoted as-Sulami, 

Tabaqat, 25. 

build private bank balances 
by yabbering, also gets a serve of cold blame. 

Carter and Clinton are Democrats. The blame 
is served by Republicans who allege Democrat 
policies on easing housing loans led to the crisis. 
No mention of the Wall Street masters of the 
universe who cookie cut new products in the form 
of securitised mortgage debts, products praised 
by US Federal treasurer, Alan Greenspan. He, not 
the fictitious Gordon Gekko, should be carrying 
the can 

Only in America? You wish ... 

Queries within Wheels 

Richard Hakkluyt (1552-1616), a 
contemporary of Shakespeare, was an Anglican 
parson who wrote on navigation and exploration. 
Christopher James, ex-Oxford, ex-MI6, used 
Hakkluyt's name (pronounced Hak-loot, surely 
an Oxford pun) when with other colleagues 
he set up a civilian outfit to sell intelligence to 
business. (Richard Baker, Nick McKenzie, SMH, 
Oct 14) 

The Age, The Sydney Morning 
Herald and The Financial Review with some of 
the nation's finest queuing for the jolly boats, 
clutching their life-jacket severance packages. 

Others, some not so fine, remained perforce at 
their stations while their skipper David (All Black! 
All Black!) Kirk made reassuring noises about 
quality journalism seemingly unaware that as with 
rugby union so with journalism: quality depends 
on quality players, and enough of them. 

As the flotilla, Fairfax Media, ploughs on, one 
bright possibility remains: The Age will regain the 
independent status it had under the Symes family 
before its take-over by the Fairfax buccaneer, RAG 
(Rags) Henderson; it would then by inter-state 
editioning be able to offer national competition to 
what is the country's top quality newspaper, The 
Australian. 

At that newspaper, staff numbers are by no 
means high; they do have a stakhanovic zeal 
encouraged by the equivalent of Red Banner 
gongs - their own in-house awards. Their efforts 
are reinforced by copy, syndicated from The Times 
and Tl1e Wall Street Journal, further supplemented 
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by cuts from The Sun, The News of the World aF1d 
The New York Post. 

More of such frugal copy sharing can be 
expected now that News Organisation boss Rupert 
Murdoch has signalled tougher times ahead. 

Goliath Dave 

Among the best of Rupert's Own Stakhanovite 
Corps is New York correspondent David Na son. 
But the market meltdown may have got to his 
cerebrum, e.g: "The Pope has bought into the 
global credit crisis, resurrecting the old one 
about wolves in sheep's clothing and decryim.g the 
world's financial system as "built on sand".' ( The 
Australian, October 8). 

For bad measure, Nason added: 'Sorry, 1>ut 
the Pontiff is talking papal bull.' For evem worse 
measure, he went on: 'The reality of global finance 
is that it is built on the street smarts of people like 
Neel Kashiri, a geeky, young Indian-American who 
used to test security systems on NASA spaceships. 

'Kashkari, 35, is the fresh face of power on Wali 
S.rreet, a tech-savvy numbers man who really does 
understand what is behind the battering of the 
world's stock markets .. .' 

Great stuff but also nonsense, for Nason, ever a 
pro, goes on more cautiously: 'At least that is what 
everybody should hope .. .' Kashiri, you see, has 
been appointed by US Secretary of the Treasury, 
Hank· Paulson, to take charge of the $US 700 
billion bailout of Wall Street 

Wasn't that street the day before yesterday the 
ultimate street of smarts? The Pope's references to 
wolves in sheep's clothing and a system built on 
sand is not quite so ephemeral; they are inspired 
by social justice encyclicals from Rerum Novarum 
(1891) to Centesimus Annus (1991) which 
continue to show there is way other than extreme 
capitalism, extreme socialism or indeed tech-savvy 
geekism tending to greed. Key encyclical quote: 
'We must first of all recall a principle that has 
always been taught by the Church, the principle of 
the priority of labour over capital.' 

Beyond Belief 

Reports that the ABC intended to take a scalpel 
to radio programmes including The Religion Report 
were criticised, seen as evidence of the national 
broadcaster dumbing down. 

ABC managing director and editor in chief, 
Mark Scott, rebutted the evidence, adding that 
the corporation planned an internet portal on 
religion. By co-incidence The Spectator, London 

carried a report (Oct 11) by Rod Liddle criticising 
the ABC's matrix, the BBC, for dumbing down 
in pursuit of ratings. He argued the pursuit was 
unnecessary given the BBC's public funding by 
way of licence fees and government subsidy - an 
argument applying with even greater cogency to 
the ABC which is totally government subsidised. 

The issue of The Spectator contained the newish, 
Australian insert edited by Oscar Humphreys, son 
of the multi-personality Barry Humphries. In his 
first issue he (Oscar) began with quasi-Dame 
Everage clanger, getting the date of Australian 
settlement wrong on the front cover. 

His reverse nepotism, a diary column by his 
father in the personna of Sir Les Patterson, adds 
to the imsert's neo-colonialism. Sir Les on stage or 
on television is a hilarious caricature etched in the 
irony that Barry Humphries for years has been an 
exemplary stalwart of Alcoholics Anonymous. On 
the printed page, he reads like old ale gone sour 
in a battered pewter mug. 

Early days but the insert copy is not of a piece 
with the metropolitan copy, reminiscent of the 
ill-assorted Newsweek copy that helped to bring 
The Bulletin undone. 

Hit Theme 

Let's hear it for Dr David Fowler, University 
of.Cambridge. No chance of the Rolling Stones 
backing him with guitar riffs and drums, however. 
In his book, Youth Culture in Modern Britain 1920-
1970, Fowler argues that Mick Jagger was a shrewd 
capitalist rather than the street fighting man of his 
anthem. Fowler gives a similar acerbic serve to John 
Lennon, adding that youth commnrnities in the 
1920s did more to foster international networks, 
albeit these were destroyed by World War II. 

Of Jagger, Lennon and other anti-heroes of the 
Swinging Sixties, Fowler writes: 'They did about 
as much to represent the interests of the nation's 
young people as the Spice Girls did in the 1990s.' 

Spot on, if sexist 

Astral Quote 

Penny Sackett, 52, born Nebraska, is Australia's 
new chief scientist. In 2003, two days after the 
Canberra-area bushfires that destroyed the Mount 
Stromlo Observatory she told staff: 

'Stromlo has retained its best and most 
important assets completely intact: our people, our 
spirit and our identity.' 

In times ahead, for Stromlo read Australia. 
( c) Austral-Media Pty Ltd 2008
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FOR THE RECORD 

Innocent Victims of War 

C
ML WAR IN ANGOLA was over six
years ago. Nevertheless 80,000 Angolans 

still suffer from the deep traces left by that 
conflict. Even after guns have become silent, 
millions of land mines - buried in the soil 
since war times - still cause innocent victims 
among people on their way to the fields, to 
water sources ... or on their way to school. 

The European Union, together with 
other donor countries, have funded several 
mine clearance operations in Angola, but 
millions of these devices have not yet been 
deactivated and several accidents have 
kept on occurring over the last years with 
calamitous consequences. 

Amputee victims of land-mines in Angola 
account today for 78% of the total number 
of the physically handicapped within the 
country. About 8,000 of those amputees 
are children and youngsters, who often 
suffer more serious injuries than adults in 
accidents with mines. 

According to non-governmental 
organizations, 30 to 50% of the victims of 
these accidents die before surgery or after 
undergoing it, due to the long distances 
between the place of injury and the hospital, 
the lack of conditions to transport the 
injured, or inadequate medical care. 

Angola also lacks experts skilled in the 
rehabilitation of the physically handicapped 
and for the few existing ones it is difficult to 
give an answer to so many requests. Apart 
from the physical consequences, injuries 
caused by mines have a deep psychological 
impact, especially as to self-esteem. 

Physical rehabilitation of amputees in the 
Hospital S. Joifo de Deus [St John of God 
Hosital] (Portugal) in the city of Montemor
o-Novo, has been provided for more than 
50 years - at the beginning only to children 
and now to people of all ages - particularly 
in the areas of Orthopaedics and Physical 
Rehabilitation. 

At present the hospital has one operating 
theatre, hospitalization services, a gym, 

NOW AVAILABLE FROM CHEVALIER PRESS 
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M
OULDED from volcanic
ash from Mt Pinatubo in 
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the devastating eruption in 1991, 
these beautiful statues cost only 
$10 (includes postage anywhere in 
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Phone: (02) 9662 7894/9662 7188. 
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electrotherapy rooms, a swimming-pool 
and hydrotherapy equipment for treatment 
and rehabilitation, as well as orthopaedic 
workshops for the production of prostheses, 
ortheses and orthopaedic footwear. 

The orthopaedic workshops of 
Hospital S. Joiio de Deus started working 
m 1953, a1mmg at complementing 
physical recovery of children who were 
victim of infant poliomyelitis and were 
forced to wait for several months for the 

orthopaedic appliances required for their 
rehabilitation. Thus, the hospital could 
gain its independence, as these appliances 
started being produced in its own premises 
by former patients, who were hired and 
educated by the hospital in the several fields 
involved. 

The orthopaedic workshops are today 
passing through a renovation process 
both in terms of technical professionals 
and available equipment. In 2003 and 
2006 two training initiatives have taken 
place, resulting in the admission of 9 new 
collaborators. Since 2006 a programme for 
modernizing the workshop's equipment 
and facilities is also in progress. Although 
it has been already possible to buy new 
equipment with the support from Eugenio 
de Almeida Foundation, facilities require 
urgent extension and rearrangement. 

Helping the "War Innocents" 

Hospital S. J oao de Deus has created a 
dedicated team for this project, composed 
of doctors and rehabilitation technical 
staff. This team will perform the necessary 
surgeries and the subsequent adaptation 
of prostheses, ortheses and orthopaedic 
footwear to a group of 15 Angolan amputee 
children and youngsters, who were also 
victims of poliomyelitis. The Hospital will 
also make its premises available to receive 
the patients during the period required for 
their treatment. 

As the management of the Hospital 
explains, this project "has its roots in 
the story of Hospital S. Joao de Deus, 
of treating poor and sick children. It is 
also an opportunity to develop technical 
competences in the field of rehabilitation 
in a brother country, and thus strengthen 
the work of the Brothers of St. John of God 
in a country where they have already been 
present and to where they will possibly 
come back in the near future". 

Source: www.fides.org/ eng/ documents/INFO_ 
Warlnnocents_Campaign. For further information, 
and to assist in this work, contact the hospital: phone: 
[+351] 21 798 43 02; email: info@fundacao-sjd.pt 

The Other Option: A Sane lmmig.ration Policy 

E
ducation of new immigrants as 
to what the American system is 

and how it works would appear to be 
the key, but who would handle that? 
With the educational system as it 
exists, enraptured wit'h the doctrines 
of multiculturalism, the cure would be 

worse than the disease. It may in the end 
merely be a matter of muddling through, 
of using law enforcement and social 
pressure to hold the fort while the new 
immigrant masses ever so slowly adapt 
theins!;llves to this country (or, rath(;lr, 
their children and grandchildren do). It 
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doesn't seem like much, but it may be 
the best we can hope for. Of course, we 
could always return to a sane immigration 
policy. I have yet to hear what would be 
wrong with that. 
- The Coming Great Divide in American 
Political Culture, JR. Dunn, American Thinker, 

May 15, 2007. 
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BooK REVIEW 

Restoring sane philosophy to its righiful place in the culture and in 
the educational institutions ef our society. 

A PHILOSOPHY OF THE REAL WORLD 

AN WE imagine  
knowing anything 
much about the world 
without the microscope 
and the telescope? 
Our knowledge of the 
world around us has 

become so much dependent upon such 
instruments of science, becoming more 
and more sophisticated and 'technical' 
in their use, that without them we 
appear to be as children or naifs if we 
try to explain things without relying 
upon those who are expert in their 
use. Yet it is easily forgotten that these 
are relatively recent inventions in the 
long course of the history of human 
knowledge and science. 

It is important to appreciate that such 
artificial aids to our.understanding need 
to be used with discretion. Marvellous 
as they are we can become overawed by 
their power. We ought from time to time 
to put them aside and look at the world 
with our own natural eyesight. That is 
to say we should not forgo our common 
sense and the philosophy of life that we 
are able to build upon this natural basis 
of all knowledge. 

Almost without our realising it, 
the possession of these powerful 
instruments of modern science has 
changed the 'focus' of the eyes of our 
understanding. We need to be careful 
that these magnifying glasses do not 
in fact narrow our focus instead of 
enlarging it; that they do not direct 
our attention away from the real world 
rather than towards it, according to the 
warning contained in the well-known 
French saying: ce que l'on voit se cache ce 
que l'on ne voit pas 'what which one sees 
hides what one does not see.' 

Such an artificial concentration of 
attention can mean that we miss seeing 
much that is nearby, and otherwise 
obvious, to ordinary eyesight. 

Reviewed by DON G. BOLAND 

The Scope of Philosophy, 

John Young, paperback, 340 pp, 
RRP $19.95. 

Published by Warrane College, 
Sydney, 2008. Copies available 

from PO Box 123, 
KENSINGTON NSW 1465. 

The astronomers, for instance, tell us 
there is no evidence of God in the outer 
reaches of the universe; the bio-chemists 
tell us that there is no evidence of 
an invisible principle of life in the 
innermost parts of the human body, and 
endeavour to explain its vitality without 
recourse to any soul. 

Yet these intangibles are conclusions 
of the natural and superior wisdom of 
the sages of mankind, such as Plato 
and Aristotle, Augustine and Aquinas, 
and are almost universally recognised, 
if indistinctly, by people of ordinary 
common sense. One has only to refer to 
the common language of all peoples to 
see this is so. 

Anti-Christian 

Violence in India 

M
OTILAL PRADHAN and two
of his younger brothers could 

not save their 35-year-old disabled 
youngest brother, whom a Hindu 
mob burnt alive while they watched 
helplessly from a distance when 
the 1000-strong mob, armed 
with swords and other weapons, 
descended oh the brothers' village 
of Gadragam on August 24. 
Christians in the village began 
running for their lives but their 
brother, paralysed due to a stroke 
eight years ago, could not flee and 
the mob caught hold of him. 
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John Young has done us a great 
service by reminding us of the real 
world around us, which we have 
almost forgotten about because we 
have come to neglect 'old' philosophy 
in our admiration for the latest science. 
For there is much, indeed in a real 
sense everything, within the Scope of 
Philosophy. 

The title is significant. We do not 
need a telescope to see a distant God; 
the Supreme Being, as a conclusion of 
reason, is within the scope of philosophy. 
We do not need a microscope to observe 
the soul; it is within the scope of natural 
philosophy as known to Aristotle, no 
mean example of human intelligence (il 
maestro di color che sanno: 'The master 
of those who know', as Dante calls him: 
Inferno 4, 131). 

It is of course an ambitious project, 
to deal with the scope of philosophy 
within 340 pages. Indeed it can only 
be an introduction, but it is a necessary 
re-introduction for many of us. The 
author's plan is a good one. A brief 
survey of the history of philosophy 
is a good way to start, dealt with by a 
degree of familiarity with the subjects 
and a clarity of exposition that will 
satisfy I believe both expert and general 
reader. 

Then follows a comparison of 
philosophy with other kinds of 
knowledge; beginning with common 
sense knowledge, the important 
connection with which is sadly 
overlooked in many other books on 
philosophy. He includes here, of course, 
the much-vexed matter of the relation 
of philosophy to science as understood 
today. Necessarily, this can only be 
touched upon in a short overview. Many 
aspects would need further clarification. 
Finally, he mentions the relation of 
philosophy to Sacred Theology. As an 
evident admirer of St Thomas he brings 



out well the intimate connection but 
clear distinction between these two. 

As a concession to the somewhat 
excessive concentration in modern 
philosophy upon knowledge as such, 
rather than starting with the study of 
reality as obviously known, the author 
deals next with the nature of knowledge, 
devoting three chapters to it, treating 
first of knowledge in general, then 
of sense knowledge and intellectual 
knowledge. 

This, I believe, is a good strategy. 
For, unfortunately, the main difficulty 
today with studying philosophy is the 
underlying scepticism that seeks to 
undermine our confidence in human 
reason. 

Following upon this is a chapter with 
a critique of various schools of modern 
and contemporary philosophy. This fits 
appropriately after the discussion of 
knowledge. Then there is a chapter on 
human nature, which also appropriately 
follows the treatment of human 

knowledge. Within the confines of such 
a short treatment many issues have to 
be dealt with rather perfunctorily. Some 
'technical' terms ofThomistic philosophy 
may cause some difficulty. But, overall, 
the author succeeds to maintain a clear 
and coherent presentation. One of the 
virtues of this author is his ability to 
present concepts and principles in an 
easy to understand manner. 

A chapter outlining the classification 
of the various parts of philosophy 
follows. This makes use of St Thomas's 
classification of theoretical sciences 
in his commentary on Boetius's De 

Trinitate, of which there is a translation 
in English under the title The Division 

and Methods of the Sciences. To this 
he adds the division of the practical 
sciences: it is the traditional Aristotelian 
division. 

The terminology may prove a bit 
off-putting to some, but the author 
generally explains it clearly and simply. 
As to the content of the division one 
might quibble here and there about 

·details but it gives a good overview. I
would have liked a bit more to have been 
said about the rational art of Dialectic as 
defined by Aristotle and its relation to 
Logic. Omitting it leaves Logic a bit stark 
on the philosophical landscape. Aristotle 
in fact includes Logic in a whole complex 
of rational arts.

Two thousandth anniversary of St Paul's Birth 

St Paul's Jubilee Year 

T
HE Pauline year was opened by Pope Benedict at St. Paul's on 

28 June and will be closed. by him -there a year later. It is what is 

called an exceptional Jubilee Year to distinguish it from the normal 

Jubilees which have been held regularly since AD 1300 and provide 

special graces for pilgrims who come to Rome - the most recent was in 

2000. The extraordinary Jubilee Years are devoted to special occasions 

such as the first promulgated by Leo X in 1518 to support the Poles 

against the Turkish threat. Leo XIII held special Jubilees in 1879 and 

1881 and in 1933 Pius XI held a special Jubilee for the two thousandth 

anniversary of Christ's birth. 

In order to make people more familiar with Paul, during the year there 

will be Pauline pilgrimages in Turkey and also in Syracuse, Sicily, where 

he landed on his way to Rome, to the capital. 

Visits to St. Paul's Basilica will be arranged in such as way as to bring 

pilgrims closer to the apostle but there will also be visits to other Pauline 

sites in Rome, either those of his life such as the prison in the Roman 

forum where he was held or the house where he lived close to the Tiber 

in the Regola district. 

- Desmond O'Grady.

The remaining chapters deal with 
'some questions of philosophy'. It is a 
good sample of the more principal parts 
of philosophy, including Metaphysics, 
Ethics and 'Poetics'. This last one 
concerns the philosophy of the fine and 
useful arts (though he treats almost 
exclusively of the fine arts). It ought 
not to be confused with 'Poietics' as 
used by Aristotle, which is concerned 
with the literary arts such as drama and 
poetry. Finally, there is a chapter on 
the importance of philosophy, perhaps 
something that ought to have been 
placed at the beginning. 

There can be no doubting that John 
Young has produced a book that is of 
the utmost importance to our time. 
There is no more crying need today 
than a return to reason in the ordinary 
sense of looking at the world with our 
own eyes and reasoning things out. 
The value of the telescope and the 
microscope is not to be denied. But 
they have not necessarily extended the 

scope of our understanding; rather have 
they helped to fill in the details of what 
lies beyond the ordinary range of our 
senses. 

Philosophy is a universal kind of 
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knowledge, founded on our common 
knowledge of things, on experience 
available to all. Science, especially 
modern science, tends more and more 
to be a series of specialisations, in many 
respects the preserve of a few in whom 
the rest of us must put our trust. An 
increase in specialised knowledge does 
not, or should not, change our common 
sense grasp of things and our basic 
philosophy of life. 

Unfortunately, the modern 
philosophical fashion of ignoring 
the obvious and promoting a radical 
scepticism has encouraged many to 
reconstruct reality upon speculative 
theories, purportedly based on the 
findings of highly specialised sciences, 
that fly in the face of common sense. 

John Young's book, hopefully, 
will show up the spuriousness of this 
'scientific' vision of the world. It will 
certainly prove to be a tonic for those 
wanting to see a restoration of sane 
philosophy to its rightful place in the 
culture and educational institutions of 
our society. 

DoN G. BOLAND LLB (Syd), PhD (AngeUcum, Rome) 

is Director of the Centre for Thomistic Studies in 

Sydney. 

--



DEATH OF ANNALS 

CHAIRMAN 

Alan David 
[ 192 7-2008] 

A NNALS Australasia has lost a dear 
J-lrriend and indefatigable supporter 
with the recent death of Alan Thomas 
Joseph David. Since the late 60s Alan 
had been involved in an advisory 
capacity in the production of Annals.

He became Chairman of our Editorial 
Board in the early 70s, and was a 
close personal friend of your editor 
for over forty years. His professional 
life revolved around the printing 
and advertising industries. Alan was 
generous to a fault, big-minded and 
insightful. He will be sadly missed by 
his loving family, and a wide circle of 
friends. 

Requiescat in Pace. 

Available from CHEVALIER PRESS 

Four Gospels for 
Catholics 

are happy to announce that four commentaries on the 
ynoptic Gospels and the Gospel of St John by Father Michael 
allon, MSC, have been published and are now available from 

Chevalier Press. 

Well known throughout Australia for his courses on Sacred Scripture, 
and for The Four Go.pets, The Letters of Paul, and The Apocnl!fPse,, all of 
which were best-sellers, Father Fallon has written four commentaries on the 
Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. 

These four books are intended for ordinary Catholic people who wish to 
deepen their faith and their knowledge of the gospels. We feel sure that 
they will also attract a wide readership among non-Catholic believers who 
love the scriptures. 

* The Gospel ef Matthew, 395 pp
* The Gospel ef Mark, 294 pp
* The Gospel ef Luke, 375 pp
* The Gospel ef John, 386 pp

$24.95 each

or (special discount price): $80 for the set of four

Postage extra. Orders may be sent to our postal address, 
Chevalier Press, P.O. Box 13, Kensington, NSW 2033, 

or by phoning (02) 9662 7894 or faxing (02) 9662 1910. 
[Price includes GST] 

Copies may also be obtained from any good Catholic book store. 

THE PSALMS 
A Recent Commenmry bg Fr Michael Fallon MSC 

$40 [includes postage and GST] 

An entirely new study ideal for prayer and reflection. 

Now available from Chevalier Press at the above address. 

The Touchstone is Unity 

T
HINGS of every kind must be classed according to their origin. These churches, 

then, numerous as they are, are identical with that one primitive apostolic Church 

from which they all come. All are primitive and all apostolic, provided that all are one. 

Their common Unity is proved by fellowship in communion, by the name of brother 

and the mutual pledge of hospitality-rights which are governed by no other principle 

than the single tradition of a common creed: 

- Quintus Septimus Fl.orens Tertullianus, 160-220 AD De Praescriptione Haereticorum, 
quoted in the Roman Breviary, from the Second Reading at Matins for May 3, the Feast of 

the Apostles Sis Philip and James. [Emphasis added. Ed.] 
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Brideshead Revisited 

Bias on this movie is unavoidable 
for anyone remembering the 12-hour, 
1981Granada TV version of Evelyn 
Waugh's classic novel about temporal 
love and eternal redemption in the 
mileu of an English Catholic recusant 
family, the Flytes, by pre-Reformation 
title, the lordly Marchmains. 

For Jeremy Irons, Anthony Andrews, 
Diana Quick, Claire Bloom and 
Laurence Olivier in the roles of Charles 
Ryder, Sebastian Flyte, Julia Flyte, 
Lady Marchmain and Lord Marchmain 
substitute Matthew Goode, Ben Wishaw, 
Hayley Atwell, Emma Thompson and 
Michael Gambon 

Mummers of equivalent distinction. 
But the main producers Ecosse Films 
brought in a brace of scriptwriters, 
Andrew Davies and Jeremy Brock, to 
tune the work. Unfortunately they tuned 
it down rather than up. Result: dialogue 
at odds with the spirit and the letter of 
Evelyn Waugh's credo. 

Intriguingly the Scots producers and 
the director, Julian Jarrold, omit a key 
Glasgow scene fron the novel. One of 
the army camps where Charles Ryder 
is stationed is at the end of a tramway 
line and opposite an unnamed building 
where lunatics caper: Hawkhead 
Asylum, Crookston. 

By contrastng Hawkhead Asylum, 
an imposing Victorian pile, with the 
Marchmain palace, Brideshead, Waugh 
writing in 1944, during leave from his 
Marine Commando unit emphasises the 
play of irrationality in human affairs. 

Emma Thompson has been garrulous 
about her take on Lady Marchmain 
which is not Waugh's. He, with all his 
faults, was a believer who could create 
another believer in Lady Marchmain 
whose focus for those she loved, 
including her unfathful husband, was on 
redemption. Thompson in all her stellar 
perfection being an athiest can create 
merely an elegant harridan, grimmer, 
Calvinist not Catholic sister under the 
skin to her own fiction, Nanny McPhee. 

So the movie is a dud? Not quite. 
Castle Howard, standing in for 
Brideshead has more magnificent front 
than half a dozen municipal town halls, 
Oxford's spires dream on and a luxury 
line cruises the Atlantic like an out-take 
of the Titanic. 

Hayley Atwell brings to Julia a 
dynamic stillness. Michael Gambon 

MOVIES 

By ]AMES MURRAY 

in Lord Marchmain's deathbed scene 
matches Olivier dying breath for dying 
breath, holding the tension of final 
repentence to the end. Matthew Goode 
carries off a rare gesture of ambiguity 
when confroned with a flickering 
candle in the Brideshead chapel and 
Ben Wishaw makes the risky traverse 
from selfish homosexual to a kind of 
sanctity. Greta Scacchi is disconcertingly 
humdrum, a tea cosy made of raffia, as 
Lord Marchmain's Italian mistress, Cara. 

Where Ecosse Films may have gone 
wrong was in forgettng or ignoring a 
showbiz legend. Granada hired John 
Mortimer to write the TV script. But, as 
Mortimer has made clear, his script was 
not used. The producers shot Waugh's 
novel chapter by chapter, Waugh being 
an avid movie-goer and his chapters 
effectively film cuts. 

Other Waugh books already 
televised, including his Sword of Honor 
trilogy, may well be up for movie 
treatment. The Waugh Estate should 
give more serious thought to what 
can happen when current attitudes 
are allowed to adulterate timeless 
masterpieces. 

PG***SFFV 

Lemon Tree 

Is so quiet you can hear the yearning 
for peace in the powerful simplicity with 
which writer/ director Eran Riklis sets 
out his premise: Palestinian Arab widow 
Salma (Hiam Abbass) confronting the 
state of Israel when her subsistence 
lemon grove is seen as a security threat 
to defence minister Israel N avon (Doron 
Tavory) who has moved next door in 
the border area between the West Bank 
and Israel. 

Will Salma prevail against state power 
aided by a charming but devious young 
lawyer Ziad Duad (Ali Suliman) whose 
eyes are on her but also on the main 
chance? Will Navon's wife, Mira (Rona 
Lipaz-Michael) distant but sympathetic, 
intervene? The case goes all the way 
to the Supreme Court and a bench of 
women judges. The verdict relies on the 
wisdom of: Solomon. 

A drama exemplary for the style in 
which it eschews camera tricks for the 
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traditional grammar of cinema: hold the 
actors in frame and let them show their 
talent. 

G****SFFV 

Celebrity: Dominick Dunne 

Compelling documentary about the 
ex-Hollywood producer who turned 
himself into a Vanity Fair superhack, 
enjoying the kind of $500,000 a year 
package which other hacks, straitened 
by bean-counters, can only dream. 

Not all the footage is fresh, Dunne, 
at 82, has been as relentless in self
promotion as in pursuit of stories, 
mainly celebrity courtroom dramas 
such as the OJ Simpson or Phil Spector 
murder trials. It is a pursuit that began 
in 1982 at the trial of John Sweeney 
arraigned for the murder of Dunne's 
daughter, Dominique. 

To the old footage the writing/ 
producing/ directing team of Kirsty de 
Garis and Timothy Jolley have added 
interviews with the likes of Graydon 
Carter, Vanity Fair editor, Tina Brown, 
ex- Vanity Fair editor, Hollywood 
producer Robert Evans and Joan 
Didion, Dunne's sister-in-law. These 
are dusted with star names: Humphrey 
Bogart, Grace Kelly, Judy Garland, Lana 
Turner, Frank Sinatra, Spencer Tracy et 
al. 

Above all De Garis and Jolley have 
Dunne himself, leavening his self
promotion with self-deprecation and 
self-laceration in his review of his 
failures as well as his triumphs, his 
wartime heroism, his peacetime moral 
cowardice and the failure of his marriage 
to Ellen Griffin: the public confession 
of lace-curtain Irish-American insider
outsider raised a Catholic. 

No mention of Dunne's excursion to 
Australia to assess the Packer family. No 
mention either of what the documentary 
shows: the adversarial Common Law 
system which the United States, like 
Australia and New Zealand, received 
from England favours the guilty, 
celebrities or nondescripts. 

M****NFFV 

Hunger 

Port Arthur, Devil's Island, Alcatraz 
all notorious jails. Add to them the 
Maze, built to contain those sentenced 
for acts of terrorism in Northern Ireland 
during the 1970s and 1980s. H-block, 
the Maze was the location for a blanket 



protest against the wearing of uniforms 
by those who considered themselves 
political prisoners. Their protest 
included smearing cells with ordure and 
finally a 10-man hunger strike, led by 
Bobby Sands (Michael Fassbinder). 

Steve McQueen, working from a 
script co-written with Enda Walsh, 
directs, using long takes and contrasting 
the suburban life of Raymond Lohan 
(Stuart Graham) with his job as a prison 
officer whose speciality is beating up 
inmates. 

Some of McQueen's scenes are 
Wharholesque when they are not 
impenetrable. One long sequence 
involves an exchange between Bobby 
Sands and Father Dominic Moran (Liam 
Cunningham) on the morality of the 
proposed hunger strike to the death. 
They are shot in profile, their accents so 
affectedly Belfast they could have done 
with sub-titles. 

Nonetheless the implacable intensity 
of Fassbinder's performance plus 
McQueen's sombre, violent images and 
flashbacks to boyhood idylls linger in 
memory. They testify against the dark 
acts that explode when basic civil 
rights are denied and recourse is had 
to the ultimate protest, one deriving 
from a long Celtic tradition of shaming 
someone who has done you wrong. 

MA15+***NFFV 

Young@ Heart 

Director Stephen Y oung's 
documentary homes in on a choir of 
guys and dolls of a certain age and their 
younger, ebullient conductor, Bill Cilman 
based in Northampton, Massachusetts. 
Young intercuts rehearsals with personal 
interviews while the choir prepares for a 
climactic concert. 

Along the way they sing to prisoners 
at the local jail, the documentary's most 
inspiring sequence. Initially there is a 
perception of incongruity at such old 
codgers belting out rock numbers 
with heart-stopping enthusiasm. Then 
you realise they are singing the songs 
of their youth, only a bit, well, quite 
a bit, older. than the Strolling Bones 
( otherwise known as the Rolling 
Stones). 

PG****SFFV 

Burn After Reading 

Scriptwriter/ directors the Coen 
Brothers, Joel and Ethan, have given 

Official 

Classifications key 

G: for general exhibition; PG: 

parental guidance recommended 

for persons under I 5 years; 

M 15+: recommended for 

mature audiences I 5 years and 

over; MA 15+: restrictions apply 

to persons under the age of 15; 

R 18+: Restricted to adults, 

18 years and over. 

Annals supplementary 

advice 

SFFV: Suitable For Family Viewing; 

NFFV: Not For Family Viewing. 

evidence of their debt to the screwball 
comedies of Preston Sturges. In this 
whip-quick black comedy they also 
reveal their debt to SJ Perelman, who 
wrote scripts for the Marx Brothers, 
and to the master of espionage thrillers, 
John Le Carre. 

A rich, convoluted mix. Fortunately 
the brothers are aces in casting, starting 
with Frances McDormand whose 
double-takes link plots within plots. 
McDormand is fitness instructor Linda 
Litzke with a yen for cosmetic surgery. 
Her colleagues include Ted (Richard 
Jenkins) a former Greek Orthodox 
priest and the hyper-active but low-IQ 
Chad (Brad Pitt) 

Cross wired to them via a floppy disc 
containing the memoirs of a drunken 
ex-CIA agent Osborne Cox (John 
Malkovich) are his wayward wife Katie 
(Tilda Swinton), federal marshal Harry 
Pfarrer (George Clooney) and his wife 
Sandy (Elizabeth Marvel). Their farcical 
round of interactions become fatal when 
Chad tries to blackmail Osborne who, 
drunk or sober, retains his lethal skills. 

Pitt, usually a wooden actor and 
balsa at that, is funnier than Pinocchio 
come alive, his gormlessness dragging 
him ever deeper into mayhem. The 
movie has a couple of scenes involving 
a rude contrapation quickly disposed of. 
It is cynical to a degree yet profound in 
its examination of the moral worth of 
espionage. 

MA15+***NFFV 
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Man on Wire. 

Tense. As tense as the steel cable 
stretched between the twin towers of 
the World Trade Centre, New York on 
which Phillipe Petit walked in 1974. 
And not only walked, danced, knelt and 
lay down for a rest during an hour-long 
performance. 

By crafty inter-cutting of archival 
material and inerviews with participants, 
above all the quick, lively and voluble 
Petit, director James Marsh has produced 
a nerve-wracking documentary of a 
daring and unmatchable exploit. 

Among Petit's other exploits were a 
a high wire stroll between the t0vyers 
of Notre Dame Cathedral, Paris and the 
pylons of the Harbour Bridge, Sydney. 
Some may cite the superiority of Charles 
Blondin's various wire-strolls across 
Niagara Falls in 1895. But Blondin had 
official co-operation. 

The guerilla aspect of Petit's exploit 
adds to its excitement. That and the 
knowledge of what happened to the 
Twin Towers on 9/11/01. The prosaic 
title, incidentally, is taken from the 
initial scribbled New York police record. 

PG****SFFV 

Body of Lies 

Ed Hoffman (Russell Crowe) is a 
paunchy, Washington based CIA agent 
with a mobile-phone ear graft. Roger 
Ferris (Leonardo Di Caprio) is his lean 
field agent in Amman, Jordan, tasked 
with finding a bomb squad led by Al 
Saleem (Alon Aboutboul) before they 
can strike again. 

Hoffman has a Yankee disdain for 
Arabs, Ferris speaks Arabic and is 
simpatico which wins him co-operation 
from the Jordanian secret service chief 
Hani Salaam (Mark Strong). But only 
to an extent limited by Salaam's own 
modus operandi and agenda. 

Director Ridley Scott, working from 
William Monahan script based on a 
book by David Ignatius, creates a world 
of ambiguity and double dealing. Crowe 
gives another impeccable performance 
where he shambles on like Pooh but 
proves to be more than a bear with 
little brain. DiCaprio by comparison is 
a swift stiletto and Strong a two-edged 
sword. 

In the catalogue of movies, Easterns 
are now box-office in a way Westerns 
used to be. They may have plot 

,,, 



differences and heaps of big screen 
surveillance gadgetry but when in doubt 
contenders out with their shooting 
irons and blaze away. The hero gets the 
girl. In this case Ferris, divorced from 
an unsatisfactory American wife, gets 
an Iranian nurse played with lustrous 
charm by Golshifteh Farani. Their 
courtship is conducted with the kind 
of nicety once displayed by Roy Rogers 
and Dale Evans. Scott and Monahan may 
have a sub-text here: Islamic courtship 
is superior to Yankee. 

MA15+***NFFV 

Suddenly 

A car accident in which family 
members die while others survive: of 
this sad commonplace writer/ director 
J ohan Brisinger has made a film 
suffused with grief yet one that offers a 
shining hope like the midsummer light 
on the beaches of Gothenburg. 

Lasse (Michael Nyqvist) and his son 
Jonas (Anastasios Soulis) survive a crash 
that killed the mother and younger son. 
How Lasse and Jonas try to piece their 
lives together again makes Brisinger's 
movie. Unlike the marvellous sleeper, As 
It Is in Heaven, he makes religious beljef 
peripheral rather than central. The result 
is too predictable. Father and son both 
find reconciliatibn in love, the former 
with an old flame, the latter with a new. 

M***NFFV 

Monkey Puzzle 

Carl (Ben Guerens) and Dylan (Ryan 
Johnson) mount an expedition.to find 
a specimen of the rare wollemi pine in 
its secret haven amid the immemorial, 
beautiful but savage bush of Australia's 
Blue Mountains. 

Co-travellers are Pippa (Ella Scott 
Lynch) and Toni (Billie Rose Prichard) 
Dylan's drug-dealer Zac (Socrates Otto) 
goes along for ambivalent menace. 
Director Mark Forstmann and his 
co-writer Stephen Davis have gone for 
a quasi-documentary reality, possibly 
influenced by pre-script, workshop 
shoots in Centennial Park. 

This type of endurance movie 
needs heightened reality. Director of 
photography Justine Kerrigan, shooting 
on Super 16mm, provides sweeping 
panoramas and shadowed gorges. These 
are craftily edited by Ken Sallows and 
backed by Liiam Egan's sound design 
and Amanda Brown's score. Result: the 

sum of the human talents is less than 
impression of the magnificent location. 

M**NFFV 

Dying Breed 

Another wilderness movie involving 
a quartet Jack (Nathan Phillips) Nina 
(Mirrah Foulkes), Rebecca (Melanie 
Vallejo), Matt (Leigh Whannell). Their 
quest is for a Tasmanian tiger set 
against the historical context of the 
convict Alexander (The Pieman) Pearce 
who escaped from jail and in 1824 was 
hanged for cannibalism. 

The movie makes an explicit 
reference to Deliverance. Cheeky. That 
movie was directed by John Boorman 
who remained faithful to the finely 
constructed novel by the poet and 
ex-pilot James Dickey. 

Dying Breed is ramshackle, the script 
having been put together by Michael 
Boughan, Rod Morris and Jody Dwyer 
who also directed. Their intent was to 
avoid 'gore-driven movies' and create 
a 'new category of horror intertwined 
with psychological thriller'. 

If only ... after the quartet encounter 
descendants of Pearce in a remote 
township, the movie is nauseating in its 
blood-boltered schlock-horror and as 
crude as roadkill, 

MA15+*NFFV 

The Grocer's Son 

Director Eric Guiardo makes back
country Provence the co-star of his 
romantic comedy in which a waiter, 
Antoine (Nicolas Cazale), returns from 
city exile to run the family business in 
general and its mobile grocery van in 
particular. 

At first dourly reluctant, he succumbs 
to the eccentricities of the locals helped 
by Claire (Clothilde Hesme) who is 
studying to change her life. 

Guiardo and his team win by 
exploring the characters without the 

Thanks 
to all our advertisers for their 

genenms support Special thanks to 
Brian and Garry Boyd 

of Paynter Dixon Constructions Pty Ltd, 
and DYOB Ventures, Pty Ltd, 

and to John David, of 
The Davids Group. 

Please pray for all our benefactors. 
- Editor. Annals Australasia. 
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condescensioFl or derision that can be 
visited on chaFacters in local movies set 
in exotic locations such as the suburbs 
of Melbourne and Brisbane, Sydney, 
Adelrude and Perth. 

M***NFFV 

My Best Friend's Girl 

Tank (Dane Cook) moonlights as 
a dolt for hire who dates women so 
obnoxiously they marry their dull 
boyfriends. All goes badly until he is 
persuaded to aid his best pal Dustin 
(Jason Biggs) in his courtship of fellow 
lawyer Alexis (Kate Hudson). 

Director Howard Deutch, writer 
Jordan Cahan and their players, 
who also include Lizzy Caplan and 
Alex Baldwin, leave no avenue of 
outrageousness unexplored, no 
expletive deleted in their saturnine take 
on romantic comedy .. 

Romantic? It's like having your eyeballs 
sandpapered to music which, when not 
low-grade rock, is mawkish balladry. 

MAlS+*NFFV 

The Mummy Tomb of the 
Dragon Emperor 

If Harrison Ford's Indiana Jones is 
back, can the two-gun archeologist 
Rick O'Connell (Brendan Fraser) be far 
behind? And here he is accompanied 
by his no less intrepid missus Evelyn 
(Maria Bello) to do battle with an array 
of dastards. These include re-animated 
teracotta warriors as well as the Emperor 
Han (Jet Li in lethal pantomime form) 
and the witch who betrayed him 
(Michelle Y eoh, most beguiling of kung 
fu exponents). 

Director Rob Cohen maintains a biff
bang, rattling yarn pace amid Shanghai 
settings and computerised special 
effects. John Hannah who again plays 
O'Connell's sidekick overdoes the 
poltroonery. 

Brendan Fraser, having stiffened his 
upper lip for so many mummy movies, 
can probably atford to build himself a 
pyramid at Forest Lawn, the Califorruan 
cemetery. If the promise of the end 
credits is fulfilled - mummies in Mexico 
- be will probably be able to buy the
whole cemetery.

(Trivia note: John Hannah is the 
descendant of a Spanish Armada 
survivor who made it ashore in the 
Outer Hebrides). 

.. 

.. 

M***SFFV 



New Book release by Marist Father Paul Glynn 

"Lilt� a Satt1ura1-- � he Tony Glynn storx 
All proceeds to help the suffering Church in Sudan 

"Like a Samt.l\>4ai" 

Reconciliation is the theme that runs through the latest book, 
'Like a Samurai', by the much loved author Fr Paul Glynn. 

In this 185 page gripping book, illustrated with 71 fascinating 
photos, Fr Paul tells the life story of his brother Tony. 

Schoolboy Tony Glynn excelled in rugby, track and field, boxing, 
cricket and surfing. He spent 42 zestful years in Japan, where 
he first built an Old Folks Home. Then, beginning from scratch 
he set up a parish plant including a thriving kindergarten, day 
nursery and an ever crowded church. 

His effectiveness in healing Pacific War wounds brought him an 
unsought MBE, AO and Japanese Order of the Rising Sun. He 
helped thousands to forgive and get on with positive living. A 
multitude of people benefitted from his practical help. 

Proceeds from this sixth of Marist Fathers Books go to Aboriginal 
and Sudanese education, and to Philippine's clinics for the 
impoverished. Well over one million dollars have gone to the 
world's poor from the five previous Marist Father's Books. 

Tony Glynn suffered 
much from cancer but 
ever lived that wise 
old saying: "Suffering 
is inevitable but 
misery is optional". His 
parishioners said he 
died like a Samurai. 

W
e especially thank those who buy Fr Paul's book for $12.00 and who give 
n additional charity donation to help the suffering Church in Sudan*. 

A complimentary Vatican Rosary, blessed by Pope Benedict XVI, will be given 
to all those who can give an additional donation to help this essential work of the 
Church. Please tick the box below if you would like to receive the Papal rosary. 
---------------------------

�� Order Form: "Like a Satt11-frai" - the Tony Glynn story by Fr Paul Glynn
"" Send To: Aid to the Church in Need, PO Box 6245 Blacktown DC NSW 2148 

Phone/Fax No: (02) 9679-1929 E-mail: info@aidtochurch.org Web: www.aidtochurch.org 

Please send me: 

Number of copies 

.. Like a Samurai" ($12) 
(includes postage) 

Charity donation for Sudan 

*Please send me the Papal Rosary 0

Total enclosed 

Amount 

A beautiful gift idea for family and friends. 

The publishers Marist Fathers have kindly allowed Aid to 
the Church in Need (ACN) to distribute Fr Glynn's book 
with all proceeds going to help the missionary projects 
of ACN in Sudan. 

I enclose a cheque/money order payable to Aid to 

the Church in Need OR please debit my Visa or Mastercard 

□□□□ □□□□ □□□□ □□□□ 
Exp. Date _ _  / _ _  Signature .....................••......... 

BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE 
PG: 519 

Mr/Mrs/Ms/Sr/Rev ...............•............................ 

Address ..............•...... .•............................ 

.................................... Postcode .............. . 

Ph .................. Email ................................ . 

Aid to the Church in Need .... a Catholic charity dependent on the Holy See, providing pastoral relief to needy and oppressed Churches 
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BOOK REVIEW 

Pre-mediaeval key to taming post-modern coeflict 

ST AUGUSTINE AND THE JUST WAR 

N re-e mphasising the 
crucial  i mportance of  
St  Augustine's original 
formulation of the just war 
concept, CAJ Coady has 
rendered an invaluable 

_.___,;_• service at a time when 
wars, declared and undeclared, guerilla, 
terrorist and jihadist asymetrical may 
potentially escalate to nuclear, clean, 
dirty and catastrophic. 

Coady takes his point of departure 
from Carl von Clausewitz's treatise, On
War. But he prefers 'War is an act of 
violence to compel our enemy to do our 
will' rather than the better known. 'War 
is the ex:tension of diplomacy by other 
means.' 

This tends to diffuse his focus. 
He spends too many early pages in 
the groves of academe chasing wild
geese variations on forms of violence 
defined by distinguished colleagues but 
not envisaged by Augustine, Thomas 
Aquinas who refined his concept, nor 
by von Clausewitz. 

Among other distinctions, Coady 
is professor of philosophy at the 
University of Melbourne. A formidable 
scholar, he merits an appointment to 
lecture at the Defence Force Academy, 
Canberra, where he could introduce to 
the lexicon of military acronyms JAB 
(jus ad bellum - justice in the approach 
to war), JIB (jus in bellum - justice in 
war) and JPB (jus post bellum - justice 
after war). 

Inevitably, and rightly, he refers to 
The Thirty Years War and its religious 
context. He could perhaps have done 
more to spell out that later, even more 
savage wars - starting with those 
of the French Revolution - had an 
Enlightenment context. 

He does give us observations from a 
brace of Englightenment philosophers 
rarely quoted by those like Christopher 
Hitchens who prefer :to scapegoat 
religion for all the ills that flesh is heir 

Reviewed by IAN MACDONALD 

Morality and Political Violence 

By CAJ Coady 

Cambridge University Press 

rrp $47.95 (paperback). 

to, including presumably long-lunch 
hang-overs. 

Among them is Georg Hegel. He 
wrote of war:' ... just as the blowing of 
the wind preserves the sea from the 
foulness which would be the result 
of prolonged calm, so also corruption 
in nations would be the product of 
prolonged, let alone, "perpetual peace".' 

The latter reference is to Immanuel 
Kant's ideal. Coady makes it clear that 
even Kant could write: 'War itself, 
providing it is conducted with order and 
a sacred respect for the rights of civilians, 
has something sublime about it, and gives 
nations that carry it on in such a manner 
a stamp of mind only the more sublime, 
the more numerous the dangers to 

-Minority
Rule 

E
verywhere they exalt
the minority that 

is .indifferent over the 
majority that is interested. 
Just as they would make 
an international congress 
out of the traitors of all 
nations, so they would 
make an ecumenical 
council out of the heretics 
of all religions. 

- G.K.Chesterton, The New 

Jerusalem, p.117 
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which they are exposed and which they 
are able to meet with fortitude. On the 
other hand, a prolonged peace favours 
the predominance of a mere commercial 
spirit, and with it a debasing self-interest, 
cowardice and effeminacy and tends to 
degrade the character of the nation.' 

Both Hegel and Kant appear to 
foreshadow social Darwinism, later 
perniciously in play with the Hitlerian
N azi notion of the Aryan master race 
which still has its zealots, in and out of 
jails and parliaments. 

Contrast the Enlightenment saints 
Hegel and Kant with the religious 
saint Augustine who argued that war 
is intrinsically peace oriented and is 
quoted by Coady as follows: 

'Indeed even when men choose war, 
their only wish is for victory which 
shows that their desire in fighting is 
for peace with glory. For what is victory 
but the consequence of the conquest 
of the opposing side? And when this is 
achieved, there will be peace. Even wars, 
then, are waged with peace in mind, 
even when they are waged by those 
who are concerned to exercise their 
warlike prowess either in command or 
in the actual fighting. Hence it is an 
established fact that peace is the desired 
end. For every man is in quest of peace, 
even in waging war, whereas no one is 
in quest of war when making peace.' 

Coady goes on to tease out the way 
in which Augustine's discussion of peace 
is complex, full of tension and affected 
by his masterwork The City ef God in 
which he professes indifference to the 
exact nature and customs that sustain 
any given peace so long as 'it doesn't 
impede seeking salvation in the true 
religion. 

Otherwordly? Hardly. A year 
before he died in 430AD', Augustine, 
congr·atulai:ed the soldier Darius who, 
n'egotiating from strength, concluded a 
peace-'trea'ty with the Vandals, archetypal 
terr'orists ·of tji.e time. He added: 



'But it is a higher glory still to slay 
war itself with the word, than men with 
the sword, and to procure or maintain 
peace with peace by peace, not by war ... ' 

Coady summarises the Augustinian 
concept under six heads: 1. War must 
be declared and waged by legitimate 
authority; 2. There must be a just cause 
for going to war; 3. War must be a last 
resort; 4. There must be a reasonable 
prospect of success; 5. The violence 
used must be proportional to the wrong 
being resisted; 6.The war must be 
fought with the right intention. 

These are part of a living tradition 
which, to paraphrase GK Chesterton, 
has not been found wanting but has 
rarely been practised, witness Pope 
Benedict XV's attempt during the Great 
War of 1914-18 to set up armistice 
negotiations between Austro-Hungary
Germany and the Allies. 

Had he broken through the 
impasse of unconditional surrender, an 
Enlightenment not a religious concept, 
the world would have avoided the 
consequences of Versailles, described by 
General Foch who, Coady notes, said: 
'Not a peace treaty, an armistice for 20 
years.' 

Precisely. The Treaty of Versailles 
was signed in 1919. World War II was 
declared in 1939. Foch's prescience, 
it must be said, owed something to 
his being generalissimo of the Allied 
forces in the final phase of World War 
I, prelude to World War II where again 
unconditional surrender prevailed, 
its direst consequence the Stalinist 
subjugation of Eastern Europe. 

That subjugation was ended not by 
military force but by the trade union 
force of Solidarity backed by the moral 
force of Pope John Paul II whose later 
pleas against Gulf Wars I and II were 
heard but not listened to. 

Mediaeval proponents of the just 
war did not await a universal peace. 
They actively sought limited areas of 
peace and the diminishing of violence, 
particularly against non-combatants. 

The truces known as the Peace of 
God were examples of the former; the 
code of chivalry with its religious rituals 
example of the latter. Arguably neither 
has become a dead letter in modern 
times. 

The Christmas truce between front
line British and German forces during 
the Great War was a spontaneous Peace 

of God. The refusal of William Douglas
Home during World War II to lead an 
attack on an objective which would 
have involved non-combatant casualties 
was chivalry in action. 

For this, he was jailed and went on to 
write the prison drama, Now Barabbas, 
its title a reference to the robber whose 
life was spared while the Prince of 
Peace, Jesus Christ, was condemned to 
death yet became an immortal saviour. 

Chivalry, as Coady shows, was also 
at the heart of an impromptu speech by 
Colonel Tim Collins to soldiers of the 
Royal Irish Regiment before they went 
into battle in Iraq in 2003: 'The enemy 
knows this moment is coming too. 
Some have resolved to fight and others 
wish to survive. Be sure to distinguish 
between them .. .' 

To repeat, Coady is a formidable 
scholar. He adds his own suggestions 
to JPB. War aims should never be 
framed in such a way that they leave 
no room for negotiated surrender; and 
punishment of war crimes, by defeated 
and victors, should be referred to the 
International Criminal Court. 

Admirably he heads each chapter 
with a quotation. One is by the 
Australian Frederick Manning who 
served with a British infantry regiment 
during the Great War and wrote Her 
Privates We ( described by Ernest 
Hemingway as the best war book ever 
written): 

'War is waged by men not beasts, 

or by gods. It is a peculiarly human 
activity. To call it a crime against 
humanity is to miss half its significance; 
it is also the punishment of a crime. 
That raises a moral question, the kind of 
problem with which the present age is 
disinclined to deal.' 

The other is by Siegfried Sassoon, 
also a Great War veteran who wrote 
in Memoirs of an Infantry Officer. ' ... my 
thoughts were powerless against an 
unhappiness so huge. I couldn't alter 
European history, or order the artillery 
to stop firing. I could stare at the War 
as I stared at the sultry sky, longing 
for life and freedom and vaguely , 
altruistic about my fellow victims. But 
a second lieutenant could attempt 
nothing - except to satisfy his superior 
officers, and altogether, I concluded 
Armageddon was too immense for my 
solitary understanding.' 

Manning and Sasoon were, as it 
happens, Catholics. Too much to suggest 
they were inspired by the Augustinian 
concept of peace after a just war? Yet 
longing for such a peace is implicit in 
the second stanza of Sassoon's Armistice 
poem: 

'Everyone's voice was suddenly lifted. 

'And beauty came like the setting sun, 

'My heart was shaken with tears and horror 

'Drifted away ... 0 but everyone 

'Was a bird; and the song was wordless; the 

singing will never end.' 

Ian MacDonald, the pen-name of a prominent 

Sydney journalist and author. 
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