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SEPARATION OF 

CHURCH AND STATE 

T
he state did tolerate private religions,

but only on the condition that they 

recognize the state cult itself, the solidarity 

of the heaven of the gods under the aegis 

of Rome, and acknowledge the state 

religion as the supreme structure over 

all private religions. Christianity did not 

accept this and deprived the state of its 

sacral nature. It thus called into question 

the basic construction of the Roman 

empire, indeed, of the ancient world as 

such. In this sense, this separation [ of 

Church and State] is ul timately a 

primordial Christian legacy and also a 

decisive factor for freedom. 

- Pope Benedict XVI, writing when Cardinal

Ratzinger, in Salt of the Earth: The Church at the End of

the Millennium, Ignatius Press, 1997, pp.239-240.



John Henry Cardinal Newman 

CARDINAL NEWMAN 

TO BE BEATIFIED 

V
ATICAN CITY, April 23, (CNA).- The Vatican has
approved the beatification of John Henry Cardinal 

Newman, the English convert and theologian who has 
had immense influence on English-speaking Catholicism, 
the Birmingham Mail reports. John Henry Newman was 
born in 1801. 

As an Anglican priest, he led the Oxford Movement that 
sought to return the Church of England to its Catholic 
roots. His conversion to Catholicism in 1845 rocked 
Victorian England. 

After becoming an Oratorian priest, he was involved in 
the establishment of the Birmingham Oratory. He died 
in 1890 and is buried at the oratory country house 
Rednall Hill.

The Catholic Church has accepted as miraculous the 
cure of an American deacon's crippling spinal disorder. 
The deacon, Jack Sullivan of Marshfield, Massachusetts, 
prayed for John Henry Newman's intercession. 

At his beatification ceremony later this year, John Henry 
Cardinal Newman will receive the title "Blessed:' He will 
need one more recognized miracle to be canonized. 

The case of a 17-year-old New Hampshire boy who 
survived serious head injuries from a car crash is being 
investigated as a possible second miracle. 
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CATHOLIC LIFE 

History Repeating ltse!I 

PIUS II [1405-1464] AND BENEDICT XVI 

HE YEAR WAS 1459. 
Pius II had called the 
Christian rulers of 
Europe to a conference 
that was to convene at 
Mantua in northern Italy 
on June 1 of that year. 

The newly elected pope had hoped 
to persuade the Christian princes of 
Europe to form a grand crusade to halt 
the Turks, who he feared were about 
to overrun Europe. Constantinople had 
fallen to the Turks six years before, and 
Pius feared for the faith should their 
intended conquest of Europe remain 
unimpeded. 

The story of his failed ambition 
is told by Pius II himself in the 
only autobiography ever written 
by a reigning pontiff. Readers will 
find his account in a newly issued 
translation of his memoir, published 
by Harvard University Press, entitled 
simply Commentaries: Vol 2, Books 
III-IV. Speaking in the third person,
Pius tells us that he found shocking
the depth of Christian indifference,
indeed complacency, to the Turkish
presence on the Continent. Explaining 
his purpose for summoning the
Christian rulers of Europe to Mantua,
and speaking of the Turks, he writes,
"We saw how their power grew with
each passing day, their troops, already
occupying Greece and Illyria, were
making raids into Hungary ... We
feel that if Hungary were overrun,
Germany, Italy, and indeed all of
Europe would be subdued, a calamity
bringing with it the destruction of
the faith - and one which will surely
come to pass unless we come to our
senses." The Turks have the Serbians
on their side, he tells us, and thanks
to the treachery of the Bosnians they
possess Smederevo, where troops can
easily be put across the Danube." If the
Hungarians surrender to the Turks, he
writes, "they would nearly double the

By Jude P. Dougherty 

size of the Turkish force and open the 
way into Germany and Italy." Pius was 
convinced that "the Turks dreamed of 
conquering the empire of the West:' 

When the Mantua congress met 
after a slow start, Pius's proposal for 
raising troops and money ran into 
opposition. France would do nothing, 
Germany eventually promised an army. 
The prospects of success were dim. 
The princes of Europe themselves were 
engaged in conflict, and Rome too was 
under attack from marauders. Pius II's 
efforts came to naught. In the midst 
of it all, Pius felt compelled to write a 
letter to Sultan Mehmet II containing 
a detailed refutation of the Koran, an 
exposition of the Christian faith, and 
an appeal to Mehmet to abandon 
Islam, be baptized, and accept the 
crown of eastern emperor. There is no 
evidence that the letter was ever sent. 
The disheartened pope, having failed 
to achieve his objective, returned to 
Rome where he continued his effort to 
rally support. 

In 1463, encouraged by an 
agreement between Venice and 
Hungary to join forces, Pius again 
called for a crusade, this time making 
Ancona on the Adriatic the rendezvous 
for the promised forces. Although 
seriously ill but in order to shame 
Christian leaders into action, Pius 
undertook personal leadership of the 
crusade. When he died at Ancona in 
1464 before the crusade was launched, 
the enterprise was abandoned. This 
was 108 years before the Turks were to 
be defeated at the battle of Lepanto. 

One is tempted to draw parallels 
between the faint-hearted Europe of 
Pius II and the faithless Europe of 
Benedict XVI. In his effort to cajole his 

Professor Jude Dougherty is Dean Emeritus of the 
Philosophy Faculty, Catholic University of America, 
Editor, The Review ef Metaphysics and General 
Editor, Series Studier in Philosophy and the Hi.stor:z; ef 
Philosophy, Washington, D.C. 
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contemporaries, many of Pius's dictums 
remain haunting. Passing judgment on 
the Europe of his day, he wrote, "The 
Christian people care less for their 
faith than we thought." And believing 
that in their comfort they had become 
complacent, he adds, " The depth of 
Christian indifference is shocking'.' 

Turning to the present, the results of 
the April 2-4, 2008, NATO Summit at 
Bucharest, Romania, are yet to be fully 
reported. The summit brought together 
the rulers of Europe, now called heads 
of state, and the United States for a 
conference announced as a "quest for 
a new comprehensive grand strategy 
for an uncertain world;' a refrain 
reminiscent of Mantua. 

The papacy is again confronted with 
a Europe indifferent to the very faith 
that once unified the Continent. The 
Islamic threat remains and this time 
may achieve its goal through peaceful 
means by virtue of a demographic 
advantage and the democratic 
procedures available to it. Benedict 
XVI has not called for a crusade but for 
dialogue. From the Regensburg address 
to his several exchanges with Muslim 
clerics he has acknowledged the 
cultural divide between Christendom 
and Islam. As Cardinal Ratzinger, 
he insisted that religions should be 
compared on the basis of the cultures 
and civilizations they generate. Now, 
as Pope Benedict, he is proposing a 
way for Islam to work for coexistence 
globally, not only by distancing itself 
from terrorist violence, but by entering 
into a dialogue with tl1e West. The first 
step in the dialogue between cultures 
and civilizations, he believes, must 
begin, with a rationally based vision of 
man and human nature before there 
can be any discussion of ideology and 
religion. His is the Socratic call to 
self-understanding, that is, through a 
tripartite dialogue with one's self, with 
others, and with God. 



THE CRUSADES 

Cruel Excess and Regret 

THE 'PEOPLE'S CRUSADE' 

ATHOLJCS and Jews 
down the centuries is a 
topic that deserves to 
have an encyclopaedia 
devoted entirely to it. 
Thoroughly researched 
and truthfully written 

it would go far towards rebuilding 
bridges over chasms of ignorance and 
prejudice on both sides that continue to 
keep the two great Pharisaical religions 
apart, to the impoverishment of both. 

Despite wars, earthquakes, periodic 
storms, fires and civil disturbances, a 
vast amount of documentary material 
survives from the past two thousand 
years. These enable us to gain an insight 
into the manner of life and thought 
and belief of our ancestors and their 
contemporaries. At least that's the 
theory. How accurate those insights are 
depends on our ability and willingness 
to let these documents speak to us. 
The temptation to make them mirror 
our thoughts and beliefs, or lack 
of them, proves too much for some 
commentators. 

By Paul Stenhouse, MSC Ph.D 

Regrettably, thorough research 
does not underpin the claim by Karen 
Armstrong that attacks on European 
Jews during the Crusades 'bequeathed' 
to the Western world 'a long and 
shameful tradition of hatred for the 
Jewish people'; and, if that were not 
enough, that the attacks were the 
first pogroms of Europe and that the 
Crusades inspired the anti-Jewish 
prejudices of Nazi-Germany. 1 

Equally short on truth is the claim 
by James Carroll that attacks on Jews 
during the crusades were 'Europe's 
rehearsal for the extermination of Jews 
that [ sic!] would not conform�2 

The attacks on Jews that occurred 
during the prelude to the First Crusade 
[to consider only the incidents of the 
'People's Crusade' that we are covering 
here] were cruel and detestable acts 
that merited the opprobrium that 
contemporary3 and future generations 
of Catholics and others have poured 
on them. But there is no evidence to 
suggest that their perpetrators set out 
on their Crusade intending to target 

The Waters of Baptism 

F
OR HIM WHO descends with faith into this laver 

(i.e. Font. Ed.] of regeneration, renounces the devil and 

commits himself to Christ; he denies the enemy and confesses 

Christ to be God; he lays aside slavery, he puts on adoption; he 

returns from his baptism gleaming like the sun, pouring out rays 

of righteousness, and, what is the most important point, he is 

returning as a son of God and a joint heir with Christ. 

To him be glory and power with his sacred, good and 

quickening Spirit, both now and always ahd to all ages of eternity. 

Amen. 

- From the Discourse on the Holy Theophany, attributed to St Hippolytus [c.170-236
AD], in The Roman Breviary, second reading at Matins for feria two [January 8]

after the Feast of the Epiphany. A large fragment of a marble statue of the saint was 
discovered in 1551and is now preserved in the Lateran museum; the paschal cycle 
computed by Hippolytus and a list of his writings are �ngraved on the sides of the 

chair on which the figure of Hippolytus is seated; the monument dates from the third 
century (Kraus, "Realencyklopadie der christlichen Altertumer", 661 sqq.). 
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Jews, or planning to pillage and loot 
their way to the Holy Land. 

If the attacks 'bequeathed' anything 
to the Western world it was not 'a 
tradition of hatred for the Jewish 
people'. It was shame and regret that 
such outrages could occur and that 
concerned Catholics could do little 
to prevent their occurring and that so 
many good-hearted and simple people 
were misled into paths of injustice and 
violence against innocent strangers 
whose wealth, or imagined wealth, made 
them prime targets for a hungry and 
disorderly mob. 'Is that Jerusalem?' they 
would reportedly ask, whenever they 
caught sight of the smallest fortified 
township.4 

Evidence supporting a systematic 
'tradition of hatred' for the Jewish 
people among mediaeval Catholics is 
difficult to find. Localized incidents 
caused by envy, misunderstanding, 
dislike, opportunism, fear and 
intolerance, yes; but a tradition of 
hatred? Such negative sentiments as 
one encounters towards Jews across 
the various social strata of mediaeval 
Christian society can be matched by 
negative sentiments towards Christians 
on the part of Jews who, at the time of 
which we write, considered Christians 
to be idolaters,5 and had a passionate 
revulsion for images of the cross or 
crucifixes which they regarded as the 
abomination that Mordechai refused to 
bow before, in the book of Esther. 

A late midrash dating from the 8th 
century AD transforms Haman, the 
arch-enemy of the Jewish people, into 
a Catholic bishop, and represents the 
abomination which he was wearing by a 
cross, described by an uncomplimentary 
trinity of Hebrew terms - tzelem [idol] 
to'eva [abomination] shikutz [obscene].6 

The unusual spectacle of thousands 
of largely undisciplined armed men 
bearing the image of the cross on their 
shoulders, or backs as they moved 



through the German and Hungarian 
countryside would have aroused 
emotions of fear and dread in all the 
inhabitants, and not just among the 
Jewish communities in their path. 
They attacked and pillaged their fellow 
Catholics with equal ferocity. 

Elliott Horowitz suggests that 
the attacks of the First Crusade did 
bequeath something to the Jewish 
communities who suffered because 
of them. While they did not initiate 
violence and desecration against images 
of the cross on the part of Jews, they 
seem, however, to have raised it to new 
heights.7 

For that reason Catholics owe a great 
debt to Rabbi Menahem hen Solomon 
ha-Me'iri [1249-1306] of Provence, one 
of the most noted Jewish scholars of the 
Middles Ages, who pioneered the notion 
that Christians were not idolaters.8 

Before the crusades the Jews had 
been an active part of European 
settlement living both in market 
towns and villages and scattered 
among the frontier zones. One tragic 
consequence of the 'People's Crusade' 
and subsequent ones was that they 
forced Jews to consider security and 
their security answer was to create 
ghettoes, areas of intensive settlement 
in cities. The ghetto itself marked the 
Jews off as separate, so the truth is 
that the crusades drew attention to the 
vulnerability of Jews and exacerbated 
problems caused by isolation and lack 
of contact. Psychologically, the 'People's 
Crusade' exacerbated existing mistrust 
and fear that led to the setting up of 
barriers between Jews and Christians 
that took until the twentieth century to 
breach. 

Background to the 
massacre of Jews 

At the end of the eleventh 
century feudal fiefdoms in European 
Christendom were mobilizing for what 
has come to be known as a 'Crusade' 
- from the 'Crux' [Cross] imprinted on
the back and front of the over-garment
worn by knights, foot-soldiers and
pilgrims - to free the Holy P laces from
Muslim control, and to relieve pressure
on the beleaguered Byzantines.9 

The date set by Pope Urban II for 
the various groups of Crusaders to 
join forces outside Constantinople, was 
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August 15, the Feast of the Assumption 
of our Lady, 1096. 

Not all were willing to abide by the 
Pope's timetable, nor by the command 
of German Emperor Henry IV, who 
ordered that no one leave for the 
August rendezvous until the main body 
of Crusaders was ready to depart. 

The emperor also wrote to all his 
vassals commanding them and to 
guarantee the safety of all the Jews on 
their lands_lO 

Notwithstanding all this, by the 
end of April 109 6 the first of three 
unauthorized 'hordes of undisciplined'11 

'confused'12 and 'hapless' 13 people, 
had made its move. Led by a certain 
Volkmar, of whose background nothing 
has come down to us, an armed force 
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of around 10,000 headed from the 
Rhineland along the road to Bohemia 
towards Hungary. 

A few days later, a second force of 
around the same strength, led by an 
itinerant preacher named Gottschalk, 
headed up the Rhine through Bavaria. 

Then, on May 3, 1096, a third group 
led by Count Emich von Leisingen, a 
shrewd leader with a reputation as a 
brigand, set out for Hungary by way of 
Spier. 

Historian Philip Hughes describes 
the scene: 

Long before the organized force 

was ready, enormous hordes of 

simple peasants, raised to a pitch 

of extraordinary fervor by the 

extravagance of wandering preachers, 



confounding often enough the 
heavenly Jerusalem with [the one] that 

the Pope desired to free, victims of all 
manner of apocalyptic fantasies, set out 
for the east. Poor men, weary of the 

endless oppression of their masters, 

broken by the strain of bad harvests, 

driven desperate by the hopelessness 
of a hard life, they readily listened 
to what seemed the offer of an easy 

way to the millennium, and, a vast, 

unorganised rabble, with their wives, 

children, and old people, all their 
movables stowed on the farm waggon, 

their oxen shod and harnessed to it, by 
thousands and by tens of thousands, 

they slowly made their way through 

southern Germany and Hungary. 

Necessity made them lawless; they 

pillaged and looted as they went. A 
misguided piety led them, more than 

once, to wholesale slaughter of such 

Jews as they encountered. 14 

It was not just misguided piety. Most 
of those who set out on the crusade did 
so to expiate their sins and to defend 
their families and their Faith. But war, 
as any returning soldier could tell 
you, and as the recent example of Abu 
Ghreb has brought home to a world 
that should not have been surprised, 
is not just about protecting values and 
beliefs or one's family by using force 
against others who would deprive us 
of them. Even for professional soldiers, 
well trained and briefed, it involves the 
suspending of 'normal' human reactions 
and relations and possibly becoming 
desensitized in the process. War, even 
a just defensive war, is always a dirty 
business and if some who wage war are 
twisted, cynical, fanatical or just plain 
confused before they embark upon it, 
then the waters soon become muddied. 

Massacres - the popular and 
insensitive cliche today would be 
'collateral damage' - are a by-product 
of the mental and moral instability that 
war creates around it, and in which it 
flourishes. 

Efforts to forestall 

Attacks on Jews 

Despite papal15 and local 
ecclesiastical16 as well as civil 17 

protection extended to the Jews, the 
Jewish communities of Spier, Worms, 
Mainz, Rudesheim, Cologne, Metz, 1her, 
Neuss, Wevelinghofen, Eller and Xanten 
all suffered carnage, rape and pillaging 
by the horde led by Count Emich von 
Leising en. 
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In Spier the bishop had given refuge 
to the Jews, 18 but twelve were killed. 
The bishop saved the rest and even 
captured several of the murderers, 
whose hands were cut off. 

At Worms again the local bishop 
intervened and opened his palace to the 
Jews. The mob broke down the doors 
and slaughtered all the Jews within, 
despite the bishop's protests. 

In Mainz Archbishop Rothard had 
closed the gates of the city but the 
mob gained entrance with the help of 
sympathizers, stormed the archbishop's 
palace and that of the civil lord of the 
city, and massacred all the Jews within. 

In Cologne many of the Jews were 
saved by hiding in the houses of 
Catholic friends until the mob dispersed 
and the archbishop's efforts saved many 
others of them. 

In Trier most of the Jews were given 
refuge in the archbishop's palace, but 
some panicked and threw themselves 
into the Moselle and were drowned. 

Gottschalk and his band who had 
taken the road through Bavaria paused 
at Ratisbon and attacked the Jews there. 
When the horde led by Volkmar reached 
Prague, Bishop Comas did everything 
he could to prevent a massacre but was 
unable to curb the frenzy of the mob. 

If modern armies [ corporations, 
political parties, universities, seminaries 
etc] have problems identifying and 
excluding from their ranks psychopaths, 
sadists, opportunists. control freaks, 
exhibitionists and people suffering 
from a variety of mental disorders, the 
impossibility of filtering out all such 
types from those volunteering to take 
the Cross to win back the Holy Places 
from the Muslims in 1095/1096 needs 
no stressing. 

The mixed bag of simple and pious 
pilgrims, millennialists, con-men, 
zealots, and the violent and the greedy 
had sealed their doom with the first 
massacre. Long before the horde 
reached the Byzantine frontier their 
acts of brigandage had outraged the 
sensibilities of all decent-minded 
people and roused whole populations of 
Catholics against them. 

'The march through [Catholic] 
Hungary was a series of massacres and 
fights. In Constantinople itself, what 
of the•horde survived gave itself to 
plunder, even stripping the churches 
of their lead. When, finally, they 
crossed the Bosphorus into infidel 

Limitations 

of Human 

Reason 

T
HE investigation of human
reason for the most part has 

falsity present within it, and this 
is due partly to the weakness 
of our intellect in judgment, 
and partly to the admixture of 
images. The result is that many, 
remaining ignorant of the power 
of demonstration, would hold 
in doubt those things that have 
been most truly demonstrated. 
This would be particularly the 
case since they see that, among 
those who are reputed to be wise 
men, each one teaches his own 
brand of doctrine. Furthermore, 
with the many truths that are 
demonstrated, there sometimes 
is mingled something that is 
false, which is not demonstrated 
but rather asserted on the basis 
of some probable or sophistical 
argument, which yet has the 
credit of being a demonstration. 
That is why it was necessary 
that unshakeable certitude and 
pure truth concerning divine 
things should be presented to 
men by way of faith. 

- St Thomas Aquinas, the Angelic Doctor, 
1225-1274, Summa Contra Gentiles, 

Uber I, cap.2. 

CAMPin'N"� 
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territory the Turks speedily made an 
end of the most of them'.19 

Retrospective 

Jonathan Riley-Smith claims that 
the attacks on the Jews during the First 
Crusade were motivated largely by a 
desire for vengeance,20 by members of 
'an exceptionally violent society'.21 

The peasants, and poorer 
townspeople, and many of the lesser 
nobility found themselves increasingly 
in need of money which replaced the 
older system of payment in kind. They 
fell into debt and felt resentment 
towards their creditors. The Jews, for 
their part, as Runciman notes,22 lacking 
legal security, charged high rates of 
interest. If by vengeance Riley-Smith is 
referring to the tall-poppy syndrome -
not uncommon among disadvantaged 
people who envy the rich - then he is 
right. Money for food and shelter had 
to be found somehow for the thousands 
of 'hapless' pilgrims wending their 
way through Germany, Bohemia and 
Hungary. Looting and foraging was a 
convenient solution and Jews, often 
wrongly assumed to be wealthy, were 
the unfortunate and helpless victims. 
Also unscrupulous debtors would not 
have been above taking advantage of 
the mayhem by preying on and even 
eliminating their creditors. 

The German monk-chronicler 
Ekkehard attributed the involvement of 
the poor in the first crusade to rampant 
social unrest, a 'plague' of 'ergotism' -
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ergot of Rye is a plant disease that is 
caused by the fungus Claviceps purpurea 
and causes hallucinations, even insanity, 
gangrene and death - and economic 
hardship.23 

Riley-Smith's description of 
early mediaeval European society as 
'exceptionally' violent - by comparison, 
presumably, with contemporary 
Byzantine and Islamic empires 
seems difficult to reconcile with the 
bloodletting and court intrigues that 
characterized the periods of the white, 
green and black factions that ruled over 
Islamic Cordova, Cairo and Baghdad, 
the violence and barbarism of the 
Seljuk Turks and the unstable social 
and political fortunes of the far-flung 
Byzantine empire. 

In 1064, when Catholic forces 
were besieging the Muslim-held town 
of Barbastro near Zaragossa in Spain, 
Pope Alexander II had written to all the 
Spanish bishops congratulating them 
for protecting their Jewish citizens 
from 'those who had entered Spain 
to fight the Saracens' and who from 
'brutish ignorance or blind cupidity' 
wanted to kill the Jews. He reminded 
the bishops that 'the case of the Jews 
and the Saracens is very different. While 
it is just to fight against the Saracens 
who persecute Christians and drive 
them from their cities and homes, 
the Jews are everywhere willing to 
be accommodating'.24 Alexander then 
quoted Pope Gregory the Great who 
in the sixth century 'forbade anyone, 
even a bishop, to destroy Jewish 
synagogues'.25 He wrote along similar 
lines to Berengarius, the Viscount 
of Narbonne,26 and to Wilfred, the 
Archbishop of the same city.27 

The Malign role of 
Rumour and Suspicion 

Rumour has always played a big part 
in marring relations between peoples. 
Jews and Catholics in the Middle Ages 
were no exception. 

In December 1095 rumours of a 
massacre of Jews in Rouen, in France, 
caused alarm among Jews in Fr.ance and
Germany. 

Around the same time, as Godfrey de 
Bouillon, Duke of Basse-Lorraine made 
preparations for the Crusade, rumours 
spread that he had vowed to attack the 
Jews. In panic the Jewish communities 
of Mainz and Cologne sent him gifts 

False Shepherds 

T
HOSE who feed Christ's 

sheep with the intention of 

appropriating them for themselves, 

not for Christ, show that they are 

guilty of loving themselves, not 

Christ. This oft-repeated word of 

Christ is a warning against such 

ones who, as the Apostle says 

with sorrow, 'look after their own 

interests, not those of Jesus Christ'. 

- St Augustine of Hippo [354-430 AD, 
Treatise on St John, 123,5. From the 

Second Reading at Matins, in the Roman 

Breviary, for the Feast of St Nicholas of 
Bari,, December 6. 

which he accepted and gladly gave 
guarantees that he did not intend doing 
any such thing.28 

When the horde of Count von 
Leisingen reached Worms a rumour 
went round that the Jews had taken a 
Christian, drowned him and then used 
the water in which they kept his body to 
poison the wells. This gave a pretext for 
the killings that followed. 

The Jews in Trier were safe inside 
the Archbishops palace but as the mob 
approached rumours spread [probably 
questioning how safe they were] and 
the Jews panicked and started fighting 
among themselves. Some threw 
themselves into the river Moselle and 
were drowned. 

Rumours served the marauding 
mobs just as badly. As von Leisingen 
was laying siege to the fortress of 
Wiesselburg a rumour went round 
that the Hungarian King Coloman was 
approaching with a vast army. The mob 
panicked, and was utterly routed by the 
Hungarian forces. 

Peter the Hermit's force of more 
than 20,000 was tricked into leaving 
the safety of their camp at Civetot by 
rumours spread by Turkish spies that 
German forces had captured Nicaea, 
capital of the Seljuk Turkish Sultan Kilij 
Arslan ibn Suleiman. As the crusaders 
unsuspectingly entered a narrow 
wooded valley the Turks sprang their 
ambush and massacred everybody apart 
from 3,000 who managed to flee to an 
old fort by the sea. 

With the death of Peter the Hermit's 
army, the so-called 'People's Crusade' 
was over. It had cost the lives of most of 
those who joined it, as well as of many 
innocents along the way. It proved how 
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unwise it had been for tens of thousands 
of simple-minded, undisciplined and 
impressionable people, disregarding the 
pope and the emperor, to set out without 
proper authorization and leadership, and 
without adequate provisions or planning 
for the long journey. It did nothing to 
open the pilgrim route to the Holy 
Land and it worsened relations between 
Christians and Jews. 

1. Karen Armstrong. Holy War: The Crusades and Their 
hnpact on Today's World, New York, Anchor, 2001, p.71. 

2. James Carroll. Cnn.rtantine!r Sword: 771e Church and the 

Jews, Boston, Honghton Mifflin, 2001, p.248, 
3. Albericus Aquensis [Albert of Aix] Migne PL 

�chapter x:xx says that the attacks on Jews was a 
•scelus detestabile' • a detestable ,rime: 'they slaughtered 
the Jewish exiles who would not accept Christ.. but they 

did itouto
j
needformoneg [my emphasis] and not [as 

some may claim] from a concern for God's justice. For 
God is a just judge, and does not approve of the use 
of force to make someone come unwillingly under the 
yoke of Catholic faith'. 

4. H. Daniel-Raps, Cathedral and Crusade, JM.Dent & 
Sons, London, 1957, p.439, 

5. J.Katz, ExclusiveneJs and Tolerance, Clarendon Press, 
Oxford, 1961, pp.24-47. 

6. Elliott Horowitz, Rcdlcs.r Rites, Purim and du: legaa; of 
Jewirlt Violence, Princeton University Press, 2006, p.155; 
157-158 [my translation of the Hebrew terms]. 
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5/2007 pp.3-8; "The Crusades and the Spin Doctors: 
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10. Steven Runciman, A Hi,.,101:1 of the Crusades, Cambridge 
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11. Horace Mann, The Lives of the Popes in the Middle Ages, 
Kegan Pa11l 1\·e11ch Tr,ibner & Co Ltd, London, 1910, 
vol. vii, 1049-1099. 

12. See Michoud's History of the Crusades, trans. W. Robson, 
George Routledge, London 1852, vol.i, p,70 

13. H. Daniel-Rops, op.dr, p,438. 
14. Philip Hughes SJ, A Hirtory of the Chu,-ch, Sheed and 

Ward, 1935, pp.254-255. 
15. See Shlomo Simonsohn, The Apn.ftolic See and t.h.e Jews: 

Documents 492 - 1404, Pontifical Institute of Mediaeval 
Studies, Toronto, 1988, passim 
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not have tried to help, had he not been given the gift. 
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Press, 1997, p.18. 
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Global Warming 

WARMER IN THE 

MIDDLE AGES? 

UMAN REMAINS in Norse 
burial grounds located in 
Greenland have been found 
which are now in permanently 
frozen soils. This suggests an 

• average local temperature at the
1£.......lM-_...�:.,_� time of Norse occupation 2-4 

degrees C higher than at present. Additionally, 
the finding of plant roots at this same level 
supports this supposition, since the permafrost 
layer provides a barrier to growth. There 
is evidence that American Eskimos occupied 
areas in the north of Greenland, on Ellesmere 
Island and the New Siberia Islands. At these 
locations, large dwellings made from driftwood 
have been found. There is also archeological 
evidence of large villages that were developed 
for whaling and fishing. These settlements 
eventually were forced south by climatic change 
until they came in contact with Viking colonies 
in southern Greenland. Conflict occurred, and 
the Viking colonies eventually died out in the 
1400s. The Vikings named Newfoundland 
"Vinland." As noted earlier, grape vines are 
one of the key temperature proxies for the 
warmings and coolings of the last 1,200 years. 
England's Domesday Book, for example, indicates 
widespread growth of grape vines in areas where 
grapes are now not suitable. Thus, northwestern 
Europe must have been warmer and drier than it 
1s now. 

- Richard Tkachuck, "The Little Ice Age;' Origins 10 (1983): pp.51-65. 
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AESTHETICS AND f AITH 

Atheists ) and Deconstructionists) Discredited Assault on Beauty 

A RETREAT FROM BEAUTY 

N RURAL ENGLAND, 
when I was a boy, owners 
of homes which lacked 
paintings or engravings 
often tried to remedy 
this supposed deficiency 

....,e...__:-.a• by hangin g  samplers 
or examples of poker-work or other
decorative panels on their walls. 

One sampler I remember particularly 
concluded with the following 
memorable couplet: And when my days 
of life are o'er I I hope to land on Zion '.f 
shore. 

Did some young 19th century 
embroideress compose these lines 
herself? 

By contrast other decorative panels 
often quoted quatrains such as the 
enduringly popular sentiments of 
Dorothy Frances Gurney (1858-1932): 

The kiss of the sun for pardon 
The song of the birds for mirth, 
One is nearer God's heart in a garden 
Than anywhere else on earth. 

Today many people would probably 
find the temper of such lines somewhat 
cloying or sentimental yet the beauty 
and peace of gardens continues to 
provide many with a feeling of sanctuary 
from the everyday cares of the world. 

Clearly the hours we spend 
cultivating and nurturing plants are 
amply rewarded when they burst into 
flower in all their variety and profusion. 

Attempts to design our own gardens 
also probably provide many with as 
good an introduction to the basic 
principles of aesthetics as we are 
likely to find. Colour, tone, balance, 
proportion, mass, harmony, contrast, 
composition, emphasis - how outmoded 
such words probably sound to members 
of recent generations brought up by 
their educators to believe that the whole 
notion of aesthetics is part of a sinister 
'bourgeois' conspiracy. An attempt, if 
you will, by an educated class to impose 
its ideas of taste on a less privileged 
one. 

By Giles Auty 

Regrettably, the assault not just on 
notions of beauty but even on any 
basic human need for beauty did not 
stop with garden design but permeated 
virtually every art form as the 20th 
century wore on. Marxists such as the 
influential English art critic John Berger 
and proponents of deconstruction in 
literature such as Jacques Derrida and 
Michel Foucault were prominent in a 
process which for many years ruled 
the academic roost in Australia and 
elsewhere. 

Thankfully, some eminent minds 
at least protested publicly against this 
process, sometimes to the detriment of 
their careers. I think here particularly of 
the English philosopher Roger Scruton, 
who wrote a most approachable critique 

of deconstruction in his An Intelligent 

Person '.f Guide to Modern Culture and 
the American cultural commentator 
Roger Kimball, who went a long way 
to demolishing Foucault's credibility 
in his book Experiments Against Reality. 

Australian novelist Christopher Koch 
also had memorable words to say on 
the subject in his acceptance speech for 
the 1996 Miles Franklin Award: 

"Beauty. What a quaint, outmoded 
Victorian term this is! I can see the 
scornful curl of the post-structuralist 
lip. Yet from Shakespeare to Tolstoy to 
Conrad to Yeats to Joyce to Faulkner, 
the common factor that's always present 
in literature, signifying genius, is beauty 
- and I appeal to young writers in
particular to heed a simple plea: take

Truths For Modems 

When 'Silence Means Consent' 
by John Henry Cardinal Newman 

U
nder these circumstances, it was the duty of the rulers 

of the Church, at whatever sacrifice of their feelings, to 

discuss the subject in controversy fully and unreservedly, and to 

state their decision openly. The only alternative was an unmanly 

non-interference, and an arbitrary or treacherous prohibition of 

the discussion. To enjoin silence on perplexed inquirers, is not to 

silence their thoughts; and in the case of serious minds, it is but 

natural to turn to the spiritual ruler for advice and relief, and to feel 

disappointment at the timidity, or irritation at the harshness, of these 

who refuse to lead a lawful inquiry which they cannot stifle. Such a 

course, then, is most unwise as well as cruel, inasmuch as it throws 

the question in dispute upon other arbitrators; or rather, it is more 

commonly insincere, the traitorous act of th.ose who care little for the 

question in dispute, and are content that opinions should secretly 

prevail which they profess to condemn. The Nicene Fathers might 

despair of reclaiming the Arian party, but they were bound to erect 

a witness for the truth, which might be a guide and a warning to all 

Catholics, against the lying spirit which was abroad in the Church. 

- The Arians of the Fourth Century, Longmans Greene & Co, 1908 ed. pp. 142-3. 
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Unless the Lord builds the 

House, in vain they build it 

[Psalm 127, 1] 

I
N REALITY no age has the right to call itself Christian 

in an absolute sense: all stand under the same 

condemnation. The one merit of a relatively Christian age 

or culture - and it is no small one - is that it recognises 

its spiritual indigence and stands open to God and the 

spiritual world; while the age or culture that is thoroughly 

non-Christian is closed to God and prides itself on its own 

progress to perfection. No doubt there is a real leaven 

of spiritual progress at work in mankind and the life of 

the world to come is c;ilready stirring in the womb of the 

present. But the progress of the new world is an invisible 

one and its results can only be fully seen at the end of time. 

Apparent success often means spiritual failure, and the 

way of failure and suffering is the royal road of Christian 

progress. Wherever the Church has seemed to dominate 

the world politically and achieves a victory within the secular 

sphere, she has had to pay for it in a double measure of 

temporal and spiritual misfortune. Thus the triumph of the 

Orthodox Church in the Byzantine Empire was followed 

first by the loss of the East to Islam and then by the schism 

with the West. The mediaeval attempt to create a Christian 

theocracy was followed by the Reformation and the 

destruction of the religious unity of Western Europe, while 

the attempt that was made both by the Puritans and by the 

monarchies of the Counter Reformation to dragoon society 

into orthodoxy and piety was followed by the incredulity 

and anticlericalism of the eighteenth century and the 

secularisation of European culture. 

- Christopher Dawson, Religion and the Modern State, 
Sheed & Ward, London, 1935 pp.120-1. 

any risks you like, but never listen to a 
deconstructionist. Don't listen, in fact, 
to any critic or pedagogue. You are not 
writing for them: you should be writing 
out of your own inspiration and your 
response to the world. And you are 
speaking not to them, but to the broad 
mass of intelligent human beings who 
read you not for career advancement, 
not for power games, but for pleasure -
and also for beauty:' 

Beauty in all its artistic and natural 
forms provides the human race not only 

with deep pleasure and satisfaction but 
also with 'intimations of immortality'. 

Take Courage 

'Be strong; Let your heart 

take courage: all who hope 

in the Lord'. 

- Psalm 30 [31]
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Perhaps the latter is what we are really 
describing when we express a wish that 
'this beautiful day might never end: 

Until the time of the Enlightenment, 
at least, the human race tended to 
see the hand of God in outpourings 
of artistic genius. The Russian writer 
Alexander Boot in his thought
provoking book How The West Was

Lost goes so far as to suggest that the 
great musical genius of JS. Bach is 
unable to be explained sensibly in any 
other way. 

Occasionally in history painters have 
managed to infuse apparent, everyday 
scenes with a mysterious sensation of 
divine presence. Few Australians I 
have met are familiar with the youthful 
paintings of the 19th century English 
artist Samuel Palmer (1805-1881) 
whose small depictions of cornfields 
and other aspects of the rural life of his 
time somehow hinted miraculously at 
the ineffable. Palmer's years of religious 
rapture took place between 1826 and 
1833 when he was located in the 
Kentish village of Shoreham. 

Palmer's inspired works were 
painted in combinations of tempera, oil, 
watercolour and ink and find a close 
parallel in the extraordinary pencil 
drawings made by the Australian artist 
Lloyd Rees more than 100 years later 
- between 1931 and 1938 - mostly of
Sydney and its suburbs. Typical subjects
included giant fig trees and Ball's Head
which were approached by the artist
with obsessive intensity. 

In Rees's own words "I had a great 
sense of belonging with the figs and 
Ball's Head. I felt like embracing them 
to me. The fig tree was like a favourite 
model." 

Rees's years of rapture, like those of 
Palmer, lasted 6-7 years and produced 
a remarkable body of work which has 
no obvious point of comparison in 
Australian art. For those drawn to belief, 
beauty provides a window through 
which the eternal may occasionally be 
glimpsed. 

Perhaps that is why, as unbelievers, 
Marxist theorists are so anxious to pour 
scorn on beauty's very existence. 

GILES AuTY was born in the UK and trained 
privately as a painter. He worked professionally as 
an artist for 20 years. Publication of his The Art of 
Self Deception swung his career towards criticism. 
He was art critic for The Spectator from 1984 to 
1995 when he became national correspondent for 
The Australian. 



Bio-ETHICS 

A woman :S- lifetime risk cf breast cancer has risen from one in twenty-two 
in the 1940s to about one in eight today 

THE PILL AND CANCER 

WHAT WOMEN SHOULD KNOW 

HE Wor ld Health 
Organization added 
"it" to an official list of 
known carcinogens in 
2005. The Physicians' 
Desk Reference cited 
a link between it and 

breast cancer in 2006. Quietly, word is 
getting out, just not quickly enough for 
young women. They are being told in 
doctor's offices that it is safe. 

It is the pill, the oral contraceptive 
that over 80% of women have been on 
at some point in their lives. For most 
women, oral contraceptives seem to 
cause only small negative side effects. 
But the verdict on a link to cancer - in 
particular, breast cancer - is coming in, 
and it is worrisome. 

Results of a meta-analysis 
conducted by Dr. Chris Kahlenborn, a 
Pennsylvania-based internist, show, that 
being on the pill at a young age, before 
having children, increases the chance of 
developing breast cancer by an average 
of 44%. This is hardly the stuff of "junk 
science": Dr. Kahlenborn's work was 
published late last year in the peer
reviewed journal of the world-renowned 
Mayo Clinic. 

This week, he visited Ottawa to 
discuss his astounding findings. You'd 
think most women would know about 
his study. TI1ey don't. 

To listen to Dr. Kahlenborn's critics, 
one would think he had self-published 
his work on YouTube after consulting 
with a mystic. Doctors dismiss it and 
much of the media ignores it. One 
reporter from CITY-TV, calling to ask 
about Dr. Kahlenborn's presentation 
in Ottawa, led the interview with the 
question: "Don't you just want to stop 
women from having sex?" Nothing 
could be further from me trum. 

By ANDREA MROZEK 

Yet such scepticism is understandable 
given that the Canadian Cancer society 
itself is dismissive. The group's website 
notes: "Alcohol, as well as me use of oral 
contraceptives (the pill) are associated 
with a slight increase in breast cancer 
risk:' One might infer that taking the pill 
is about as risky as having a beer after 
work. And since no one is giving up tl1e 
latter, why care about the former? 

The Canadian Society of Obstetricians 
and Gynecologists, too, downplays the 
link. "The risk for premenopausal breast 
cancer is slightly increased in oral 
contraceptive users." the group notes. 
"Compared to other reproductive and 
lifestyle factors that affect breast cancer 
risk, me increase in risk associated with 
the oral contraceptive is very small:' 

We read stories about links between 
breast cancer and red meat; between 
breast cancer and light exposure; 
between breast cancer and toxins in 
the environment; and, most recently, 
between cancer and BBQs. So why the 
silence Oil mis link? 

A couple of plausible reasons: One 
is simple inertia. Acknowledging this 

Unheeded voices 

from the Past 

'Even if there were no Soviet Union 

we would face the great problem 

of the free society, accentuated 

many-fold in this industrial age, of 

reconciling order, security, the need 

for participation, with the requirement 

of freedom. We would face the fact 

that in a shrinking world the absence 

of order among nations is becoming 

less and less tolerable.' 

- NSC-68: Document issued by the US 

National Security Council, Spring 1950 
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study means rethinking the pill as, say, 
a casually prescribed acne medication. 
Others might see dissemination of this 
health information as an indirect form 
of blaming the victim - an attempt to 
judge women and tell them they caused 
their own cancer. 

Still others attack the messenger: 
They pounce on any hint that some of 
the people spreading warnings about 
the pill happen to be religious Christians 
-as if that fact somehow served to taint
the latest peer--reviewed research in
the area. These critics don't see the
pill-breast cancer link as a women's
health issue, but rather as a conspiracy
by religious types to limit women's sex
lives.

Some players in the pharmaceutical 
industry are eager to promote this 
stereotype. Pharmaceuticals manufacturers 
obviously have a vested interest in 
concealing the negative side-ef

fects of 
the pill. Imagine the profits that arise 
from a prescription drug mat almost half 
the population goes on for years of their 
lives. Indeed, the target market starts well 
before adulthood: Alesse, made by Wyeth 
Canada, birth control pill for kids aged 
fourteen and up. 

One stark fact should help us cut 
through the spin: A woman's lifetime 
risk of breast cancer has risen - from 
one in twenty-two in me 1940s to about 
one in eight today. 

Something is going on with our 
bodies. It's worth asking why. The Mayo 
Clinic study present facts, numbers and 
analysis that should inform the debate. 
Why are so many prominent Canadian 
health professionals ignoring it? 

ANDREA MROZEK is manager of research and commu
nications at the Institute of Marriage and Family. 
Reprinted with the permission of MercatorNet 
(http://www.mercatornet.com). 



CATHOLICISM AND ISLAM 

Magdi Cristiano Allam 

REFLECTIONS ON A BAPTISM 

VERY YEAR, during 
the Easter Vigil in St 
Peter's basilica, the pope 
baptises a group of adults 
drawn from the various 
continents .  O n  the 
feast of the baptism of 

Jesus, meanwhile, the pope traditionally 
baptises small children. This year's vigil 
Mass saw seven people baptised. One of 
them was a Muslim, well known in Italy 
and abroad:· Magdi Allam, deputy editor 
ad personam of the leading Italian daily 
newspaper Corriere della Sera. 

The Evolution of 
Egyptian Society 

Magdi Allam, born in Cairo in 1952, 
comes from a Muslim family. His mother 
was a devout women, his father more 
secularised. He was educated by Italian 
Salesians, who run Cairo's most famous 
technical school. 

Arriving in Italy in '72, he continued 
his studies at Rome's La Sapienza 
University. Following his degree, he 
embarked on his career in journalism, 
working first for La Republica., then for 
Corriere de/la Sera. 

Increasingly Magdi Allam specialised 
in the phenomenon of radical Islam, 
above all in the aftermath of September 
11 th 2001. His staunch opposition 
to this form of Islam which portrays 
itself as violent, radical, intolerant 
and invasive grew . As the violence of 
this Islam became blinder and more 
widespread, to touch the entire Islamic 
world, Arab and non Arab alike, his 
opposition intensified. 

It must be remembered that this form 
of radical Islam was born in the early 
'70s in Egypt; in the undercurrents of 
the Muslim Brotherhood - founded in 
Cairo in '28 - and that it strengthened 
itself thanks to the ideological and 
financial aid of Saudi Arabia and the 
Wahhabita School. Egypt has radically 
changed in these past 30 years. And 

By Samir Khalil Samir, SJ 

Magdi has taken note of this: all of the 
radio and television programmes have 
been islamified; Egyptian cinema, the 
most famous throughout the Arab 
world, has become puritanical and 
Islamic; not even the merest of negative 
allusions to Islam is accepted; films can 
no longer be made about the prophets 
from the Old Testament; religious 
television now concerns itself with all 
areas of life; mosques are multiplying 
at an amazing rate; the veil has now 

Western 

Obstacles to 

Reform of Islam 

I T IS IRONIC and discouraging 
that many non-Muslim, Western 

intellectuals - who unceasingly 
claim to support human rights 
- have become obstacles
to reforming Islam. Political
correctness among Westerners
obstructs unambiguous criticism
of Shariah's inhumanity. They
find socioeconomic or political
excuses for lslamist terrorism
such as poverty, colonialism,
discrimination or the existence of
Israel. What ihcentive is there for
Muslims to demand reform when
Western "progressives" pave
the way for lslamist barbarity?
Indeed, if the problem is not 
one of religious beliefs, it leaves 
one to wonder why Christians
who live among Muslims under
identical circumstances refrain
from cohtributing to wide-scale,
systematic campaigns of terror. 

- Tawfik Hamid, The Wall Street Journal, 
Tuesday, April 3, 2007. A onetime 

member of Jemaah ls/amiya, an lslamist 
terrorist group led by al Qaeda's second 

in cornrnand, Ayman al-Zawahiri, 
Dr Hamid is a medical doctor. 
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become all but compulsory; the niqab 
which corresponds to the Afghan burka, 
covering the woman's entire body 
except for her eyes - is increasingly 
becoming the norm. 

In 2006 the Egyptian Minister for 
Culture Faruk Hosni afforded himself 
the luxury of alluding to the widespread 
use of the veil, saying that "I no longer 
recognise my country, it has become so 
similar to Saudi Arabia": in parliament 
deputies linked to the Muslim 
Brotherhood demand his resignation 
based on the constitution (inspired 

by Islamic sharia law). Crumbling to 
pressure, his ruling party invited him 
to resign. Faruk was saved at the last 
moment by the First Lady, Sawsan 
Mubarak. 

All of this contributed to 
consolidating Magdi Allam's opposition 
to this radical form of Islam. It is rooted 
in the Koran and in the attitude of the 
prophet Muhammad, but it does not 
correspond to the vision of the greater 
Muslim majority. These, however, are 
used to bending to the orders emitted 
by the imam, and accept this situation 
lying face down. 

From lslamist violence 
to the non violence of 

the Gospel 

This perhaps reinforced Magdi 
Allam's distancing himself from his 
experiences of Islam, while leading him 
to the conclusion that the seeds of this 
violence are present in the Koran and in 
the tradtion of Mohammad's sayings. 

Some suspect that his choice was 
motivated by political ends, but I 
prefer to follow the principle set out by 
Saint Ignatius Loyola in his Spiritual 
Exercises, where he says that one must 
always attribute best intentions, the 
so-called "presupponendum," to the 
other person, even one's enemy. 

In his Easter Homily, the pope as the 



foremost representative of the Catholic 
Church, underlined that every person 
who has undertaken a spiritual journey 
and has been helped by a Christian 
community to verify his own reasons for 
his choice, must be welcomed into the 
Church. 

The day after his baptism, Magdi 
Allam wrote a letter to his paper 
explaining the reasons for his choice, 
why he was baptised by the pope, etc ... 
Some people's reaction was to declare 
that baptism is a personal choice and 
as such should not be exposed in 
public. In his position, I perhaps would 
not have chosen to do so, but it is not 
incorrect to have done as he did. 

What is for me somewhat ill-timed 
is that he chose the moment of his 
baptism to continue his analysis of 
Islamic fundamentalism. That was the 
precise moment in which Magdi could 
have communicated how Christianity 
is the fulfilment of Islam's religious 
leanings. This too would have been of 
worth: contemporary Islam is heading 
full speed towards an intransigent 
integralism of vast proportions; 
contemporary Christianity on the other 
hand, is moving towards increased 
openness. Thus his choice would gain 
increased understanding. 

Moreover, conversion is not simply 
a break with the past (in this case with 
Islam). It is also a projection towards 
the new and the future. Of this other 
more intimate dimension, the discovery 
of Christianity and of a strengthening 
bond to Christ, Allam does not speak. If 
he did, perhaps he would risk becoming 
the target of criticism from those who 
maintain that conversion is a private 
and personal matter. But it would be 
truly wonderful to discover his personal 
reasons for this choice. 

The way in which he wrote his letter, 
leaves open space to an interpretation 
that sees conflict between Christianity 
and Islam, given its political, ideological 
and cultural form. But this is only 
one point in time. Christianity is 
the fulfilment of all that is spiritual 
and good in this world. I have had 
numerous opportunities to follow young 
Egyptian, Lebanese and Iranian Muslims 
who wanted to convert to Christianity. 
In many cases, the journey begins with 
their desire to contrast the violence of 
modern day Islam; then they discover 
that Christianity means peace and love. 

Islam and Modern-Day Slavery 

T
he BBC reported in March 2007 that slave raids "were a common
feature of Sudan's 21-year north-south war, which ended in 2005 .... 

According to a study by the Kenya-based Rift Valley Institute, some 
11,000 young boys and girls were seized and taken across the internal 
border - many to the states of South Darfur and West Kordofan .... 
Most were forcibly converted to Islam, given Muslim names and 
tcild not to speak their mother tongue." One modern-day Sudanese 
Christian slave, James Pareng Alier, was kidnapped and enslaved 
when he was twelve years old. Religion was a major element. 9f his 
ordeal: "I was forced to learn the Koran and re-named "Ahmed." They 
told me-that Christianity was a bad religion. After a time we were given 
military training and they told us we would be sent to fight." Alier has 
no idea of hi.s fc:1mily's whereabouts. But while non-Muslims slaves are 
often forcibly converted to Islam, their conversion does not lead to their 
freedom. Mauritanian anti-slavery campaigl'ler Boubacar Messaoud 
expli;!ins: ''It's likE! having sheep or goats. If a woman is a slave, her 
descendants are slaves." 

- The Persistence of Islamic Slavery by Robert Spencer, FrontPageMagazine.com, July 20, 2007 

What strikes most about the figure 
of Christ is the element of love, the 
gifting of himself even in the passion 
and on the cross, which supersedes the 
Koran's vision, in which Jesus escapes 
martyrdom. 

Certainly Magdi Allam was not a 
practising Muslim; as such his journey 
lent more towards the political and 
cultural. However to say that it is 
in-authentic is a step too far ... which 
nothing can justify! 

The freedom to abandon 

Islam and convert 

His baptism, however, affirms the 
legitimacy of conversion. I believe this is 
why he wished to draw greater attention 
to his conversion: to affirm what is 
denied by the Muslim world. 

Allam has written extensively 
regarding the case of the Afghan 
convert Abdul Rahman, taking staunch 
positions and affirming the right to 
convert. Magdi wants to lend his 
support to a civilisation of human 
rights, represented first and foremost by 
Christian civilisation. 

In Rome I know a few Muslim 
converts, who, however, hide their 
conversion, without ever denying it. 
Magdi, being a public figure, felt the 
need to proclaim that he was Muslim 
and now he has become Christian. Tariq 
Ramadan even wnt so far as to accuse 
him of being a Copt who passed himself 
off as Muslim. 
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According to Muslims, if you are 
born Muslim you remain Muslim, even if 
you distance yourself from the practice 
of the faith. This is why it is impossible 
to convert to another religion. Having 
reached perfection with the practice of 
Islam, the fullness of divine revelation 
given by God to the heart of Adam, 
but developed and culminating in the 
Koran, you cannot turn back. In the 
Koran, even Adam is Muslim. 

This is how I understand the reaction 
of a person dear to me who published in 
the newspaper Repubblica on March 23: 

"there was no need to reject 
the love and faith for the prophet 

Mohammad in order to demonstrate 
love for Jesus. Within their doctrine, 

Muslims recognise the figure of Christ 
and the Virgin Mary. 

"This is why I fail to understand 
the choice to reject the tradition of the 
Islamic message: any form of apostasy 
is seriously perplexing''. 

Instead I say: you cannot be 
Christian and Muslim at the same time, 
because there are irreconcilable points 
which divide them, at a level of dogma 
(be it that Christ is the last revelation 
of God, or that Muhammad is the "Seal 
of the Prophets" who brought the last 
message to humanity); at an ethical level 
(be it that there is a duty to forgive and 
love your enemy: or a non-duty to do 
so etc.); at an historic level (be it that 
Christ died on the cross; or that he did 
not die and is still alive). Muslims may 
have the 'highest regard for Christ and 



the Virgin Mary" but the Christ of the 
Koran (however wonderful he may be) 
is not the Christ of the Gospel. 

In the same way Abu Muhammad, 
commenting on Magdi's baptism, writes 
from Gaza: "Islam is a great tent which 
gathers beneath it all religions and 
Celestial Books. We believe in all of 
God's messengers and in all Books. We 
have a wide vision and an open spirit. 
Even the apostate must be criticised 
so he may recognise true from false 
and discover that which he chooses to 
ignore''. 

The same rebuke was voiced by 
the Unione delle Communita ed 
Organizzazioni Islamiche in Italia, 'The 
Union of Islamic Communities and 
Organizations in Italy' [UCOII]: "There 
is no Jesus-Mohammad contrast". Yet 
the contrast in reality exists! Everyone is 
free to prefer one or the other. But the 
facts cannot be ignored. 

Instead, along comes Magdi, to 
affirm through his conversion, that his 
preference is Christianity. 

These are some of the polite 
responses from Muslims. But if one 
visits a Muslim website in Arabic, such 
as "islamonline", there are many insults. 
Badr refers to him as a "dog"; Metwalli 
says: "from communism to the crusades 
to the fires of gehenna"; Sherif calls 
him" vile" and scornfully congratulates 
him on becoming a Catholic; another 
writes "if God so desires he will die a 
non-believer (kafir) and so he will 
go to hell!"; "you have loved those 
who killed the prophets, and loved 
the the polytheists, so go to them!". 
Ahmad writes: "Go to hell!" and Umm 
Ahmad writes from France: "Let's do 
our research: surely he is an Zionist 
Jew, or at most without origins!". Abu 
Muhammad form Gaza invokes God to 
send him -painful torture". The litany is 
unending. 
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Freedom to convert even in 

a secularised world 

Conversion and religion are also 
treated with distrust by the western 
secularized world. It is enough to 
consider the scandal which erupted in 
the wake of French President Nicolas 
Sarkozy's recent comments on Europe's 
Christian roots and the need to rely on 
religions in order to regain lost secular 
values. Secularists claim that it was 
secular enlightenment which brought 
values to the world and not religion. 

Benedict XVI's Regensburg address 
aimed to complete the conquests of 
the enlightenment by opening up its 
reasoning to the religious dimension. 
However he also added: this does 
not mean returning to the situation 
preceding the enlightenment; his 
proposal is not a return to the past but 
a step forward. 1 

Those non believers, who do not 
allow society to believe anymore, are 
against human rights. Therefore, while 
there is a totalitarianism of Islamic 
stamp present in today's world, there 
is also a totalitarianism of an atheist 
secular nature too. 

If the religious dimension is not 
respected than there is the risk of 
leaning towards a political or ideological 
interpretation of religion. Magdi Allam 
has often been criticised by western 
secular intellectuals as someone who 
aims to provoke a clash of civilisations, 
either in favour of an Italian political 

party, or in favour of a foreign one. 
Personally, even if I do not share all 
his opinions, such as for example 
his reading of the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict, I do not believe that he is 
seeking a clash of civilisations. He is 
fighting against violence when it hides 
behind religion, such as violence in the 
name of Islam, but in this case those 
who fight in the name of Judaism or the 
Gospel should also be added. 

Benedict XVI: Christianity 

is for everyone 

The fact that Benedict XVI accepted 
personally to celebrate the baptism 
of Magdi Allam is surprising. It must 
also be said that he did so without 
ostentation, giving the same importance 
to all seven baptised, and not giving 
precedence to the Muslim convert. 
This emphasis on the Islamic convert 
is the work of the press, overly used to 
attributing political meanings. 

But Benedict XVI wanted to 
underline that everyone, Muslim, 
Atheist, Christians who have abandoned 
the faith, are all called to the faith. He 
wanted to affirm the universality of 
the Christian calling, not because we 
Christians are the largest group, but to 
underline that every human being is 
called by Jesus. Everyone has the right 
to know Christ. No-one is excluded. 

Of course, the presence of a Muslim 
among the catechumens is a sign for the 
Islamic world. It is the most recalcitrant 
group to recognise this step. The pope, 

Mediaeval Islamic Society 

N
EITHER THE ECONOMY nor society was clearly distinguished
from the political order, and the laws of politics, which usually 

boiled down to acting justly or unjustly, were understood to determine 
economic and social life. This political order was God's design. It 
had been established to effect His will, first in broad stroke_s under 
Muhammad's small polity in Medina, and then elaborated more fully by 
his successors, the 'four Rightly Guided caliphs'. At its apex sat one 
of his (real or figurative) descendants, the Abbasid caliph (or sultan), 
who, in the very act of holding office, enjoyed what has been aptly 
called the 'presumptive satisfaction of God'. (at least according to the 
Sunnis), and who, by appointing governors, commanders and judges, 
legitimized the activities of the state . ... Prosecuting war, regulating the 
market place, raising taxes, settling law - all these took place (at least 
in theory) under the legitimizing penumbra of the caliph's authority 
(in formative Islam) or, later, that of the law (the shari'a), which he 
safeguarded. 

- Chase F. Robinson, Islamic Historiography, Cambridge University Press, 2003, 
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without violence or bitterness seems to 
be saying: You too are called to discover' 
Christ and to enter into the Church, if 
you are willing. 

Personal experience 

For my part, I have experienced 
tragedy. Years ago I was in Morocco. A 
thirty-five year-old Moroccan teacher 
of Arabic came to visit me, to speak 
with me about the Gospel and Christ. 
No more than half an hour had passed 
when I told him of my amazement 
at his knowledge of Christian themes. 
He replied that he had been seeking 
baptism for over fourteen years. Initially 
I thought that he was mistaken. Hours 
later I met the bishop and a small 
community of priests and I told them 
of my encounter and said that this 
Muslim had been asking to be baptised 
for over fourteen years and that the 
priests had refused him. One of the 
priests stood up and reprimanded 
me: "It is right to refuse him baptism. 
We don't want to make any martyrs".2 

After having revealed his reasons for 
caution, the priest berated me for my 
not understanding the Second Vatican 
council, according to which everyone 
can be saved, even within their own 
religion etc. I replied that the priest had 
no right to refuse baptism. If the Muslim 
seeks baptism, he can be warned of the 
risks he is running, he can be put on 
his guard, but he cannot be refused, 
because he has been called by the Holy 
Spirit and he is free; the choice is his. 

On leaving, the bishop thanked me 
for having clarified the matter. 

The very next day I travelled to 
Marrakesh and meeting the small 
community of friars and nuns who live 
there, I described the episode to them 
and my conclusions, those being that 
you cannot refuse a person baptism, 
even if he is Muslim. All of them greeted 
my words with applause, cries of joy 
and shouts! And they revealed that for 
years they had been forbidden to draw 
close to Muslims and that the priests 
have continued to refuse baptism to 
those who desire it. Their "prudence" 
is explained in their fear that out of 
revenge the Muslims will have Christian 
schools closed down, thus throwing the 
organisation of the mission into crisis. 

On another occasion, after having 
concluded Holy Friday ceremonies, I was 
about to close the Church door, when 



three young Muslims between twenty 
and twenty-five years of age asked me 
if they could enter to visit the church. 
Their curiosity urged them to ask me 
many questions regarding the building 
and the covered cross and Christianity. 
At a certain point the parish priest arrived 
and immediately chased the young men 
away, saying: "We have no right to speak 
to them of the Christian faith". All of 
this points to a very grave fact, because 
beyond highlighting the censorship 
in Muslim countries of the Christian 
mission, it also shows how Christians 
censor themselves, which is what Magdi 
Allam spoke about in his letter. 

I therefore think that the pope's 
gesture means this: the Church's mission 
is universal, also towards Muslims and it 
must be explicit. 

On other occasions the Christian 
mission is halted in its tracks by 
"opportunists". For example, non 
Christians are advised not to seek 
baptism in order to act as a bridge 
between cultures. Even Cardinal 
Newman, when he was Anglican, 
thought so. But the point is that once 
the person in question feels duty bound 
to take the step towards complete and 
explicit belonging to the Church, he 
must take the step that his inner self 
suggests. 

Benedict XVI: Reciprocity 
and mission 

The final aspect is that of reciprocity 
in the duty to evangelise. The pope and 
many Vatican documents underline 
that we Christians have the duty to 
announce the Gospel to everyone, and 
that everyone is free to accept it or 
refuse it. 

How can we maintain the personal 
obligation to announce the Gospel 
while respecting the freedom of 
the other? The Church resolves this 
apparent contradiction by clearly stating 
that no one can be forced to convert. As 
early as the 8th century Arab Christian 
intellectuals wrote a u·eatise underlining 
that not only is violence forbidden 
in calling someone to the faith, but 
that moral and spiritual pressure is 
also forbidden. And they were only 
too familiar with the financial, moral 
and physical pressures that they were 
subjected to in order to keep their faith! 

Freedom to evangelise ( tabshir), 

and freedom to islamify (da'wa) must 

be guaranteed. Christianity, for me, is 
the most beautiful and perfect religion, 
and Islam, despite its many beautiful 
traits, is not the fulfilment of the divine 
project for man, it is not the appeal to 
humanism. At the same time I admit that 
the Muslim is convinced of the contrary 
and it is his right, rather his duty to 
be so! This is true reciprocal respect: 
each person follows his conscience and 
increasingly tries to enlighten the other. 

The pope does not hide his certainty 
that Muslims still need one more step to 
reach the perfection of truth. But despite 
this, he neither attacks nor slanders 
Muslims. And when a Muslim says to 
me "it is a shame you are not Muslim!" 
I understand that he holds me in deep 
respect. And my feelings towards him 
are the same. 

This reciprocal respect is fundamental 
in order to build a peaceful coexistence 
between religions, but also with the 
atheist and secularist: a society in which 
each person is convinced of the truth 
of his position, but in which he is also 
convinced of the others right to live this 
certainty and live it with me. 

Conclusion: the minimum 
common denominator 
remains human rights 

In order for this to happen, then, 
a minimum common denominator is 
required: human rights. To give up on 
human rights is an error. This is why 
the Vatican continues, relentlessly, to 
seek reciprocity of worship. Just as 
Muslims enjoy full religious freedom in 
European societies, Christians wish to 
be able to express their faith in freedom 
in Islamic nations. 

And just as Muslims can call 
Christians to become Muslim in the 
West (and they do) Christians must 
be free to call Muslims to become 
Christians in Islamic nations. Instead, 
many Muslim countries have reinforced 

their punishment of those who 
announce the Gospel; news from Algeria 
reminds us of this on a daily basis. 

The pope's baptism of Magdi Allam 
is not an act of aggression, but an 
exigency of reciprocity. It is a calm 
provocation that serves to make us sit 
up and think. Each one of us must live 
as a missionary, attempting to offer to 
the other the best of what one has 
encountered and understood. 

When I discover a good "product," it 
gives me joy to pass on the information 
to my friends. It is not an act of 
commercial propaganda, but of esteem 
and affection. Thus the Muslim invites 
me with great simplicity to become 
Muslim and I invite him with simplicity 
to become Christian. 

Two years ago, two Iranian students 
who studied Arabic in Beirut came to 
ask me to explain Christianity to them; 
in turn I asked them about Islam. 
Then, at a certain point they said to 
me: "Professor, we have very little time 
before we have to return to Iran. Please 
let us content ourselves to speak only of 
Christianity". 

Benedict XVl's gesture is a great leap 
for co-existence between peoples. Above 
and beyond this complete identity 
witnessed in freedom, there is only the 
disdain of those who think differently 
from me or the relativism of those who 
are without certainties - and which is 
often expressed in great intolerance. 

1. Islam, too. is in need of a movement of Enlightenmenr., 
which existed from the ninth to tenth centurie�, only 
to be submerged under a current of religious tradi� 
tionalism. 

2. The reference here is to the risk of being killed for 
"'apostasy to Islam", as happens in many Muslim 
nations. 

SAMIR KHALIL SAMTR, an Egyptian Jesuit, is professor 
of Islamic studies and of the history of Arab cultw·e 
at the Universite Saint-Joseph in Beirut and at 
the Pontifical Oriental hutitute in Rome; he is the 
founder of the Centre de Recherche Arabes Chretiennes 
and president of the International Association for 
Christian Arabic Studies. 

Adopting Shari'a? 

I
F [Archbishop Rowan's] intention is to introduce some or all of these 

laws from Islamic shari'a into Europe's legal systems, it would mean that 

... these laws would take European societies back to the age before the 

Enlightenment and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. As a result, 

the West would revert to barbarism. 

- Muhammad 'Abd AI-Muttalib AI-Houni in the Arab liberal a-journal Elaph, February 26, 2008 
commenting on the Archbishop of Canterbury's Address. 
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Render to Caesar What is Caesar's 

THE STATE, 

AND 

GOVERNMENT 

OF SOULS 

0 WE SEE that the Church alone, 
not the State, has jurisdiction over 
the spiritual, over what directly 
comes into contact with the salvation 
of souls and the worship of God -

i.::a---�•.- the Church alone has been invested 
with such a power to govern souls, to the complete 
exclusion of the civil authority and that, leading 
us to eternal life, she has a sovereign right of 
education and control over the moral life of man. 
But we also see that civil society can and ought 
to aim positively at procuring to the best of its 
power the virtuous life of the multitude: to the 
best of its power, that is to say on the one hand by 
legislating directly only in regard to exterior acts 
and itself making use only of exterior sanctions, 
and on the other hand by confining itself to the 
formal point of view of the common good of the 
social body, thereby defining very strictly the limits 
of its activity ( and necessarily leaving room for 
the toleration of the lesser evil). Moreover, our 
moral activity being subordinated to the movement 
towards the last end, it is as instructed by the 
Church with regard to the things conducing to 
that end and in agreement with the Church (by 
acknowledging her direct power over the spiritual, 
her indirect power over the temporal) that the 
terrestrial State will conduce to the virtuous life. 

- Jacques Maritain, The Things that are not Caesar'.s, London, Sheed & Ward,
1930, 'On Liberalism; p.140
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J 

WORLD WAR II 

The transformation of the most enlightened, technologically advanced people in 
Europe into the nation that engineered the Holocaust and provoked the 

fifty million deaths of the Second World War.

HEN I f i r s t  
s t u d i e d  t h e  
ancient Greek 

" tragedies in Year 
Twelve, one vital 
d imension to  
their story was 

lost on me. I continued to interpret them 
through Catholic spectacles. Behind 
every crime, betrayal and misadventure 
I still had a good God, who held these 
creatures in his hands, balanced out the 
scales of justice in eternity and healed 
the wounded and innocent victims. 

This blunted the drama and 
cushioned the awful fates of the 
protagonists. For them there was no 
redemption or salvation in this life or 
the next from a reasonable and loving 
God. 

In many areas of life public opinion 
in Australia is still based on Christian 
foundations even when these foundations 
are not recognized ("a fair go for all" 
is one such example) or when they are 
only recognized to be rejected e.g. on 
the probity of pre-marital sexual activity. 
The Judaeo-Christian respect for human 
life is still reflected imperfectly in the 
ambivalence of Australian public opinion 
on abortion, which insists that too many 
abortions occur while it supports the 
right of a woman to abortion. 

In other parts of the Western world 
these Christian foundations of public 
opinion are much weaker and especially 
in countries where there were 45 years 
of Nazi and Communist, rule as well as 
the immense moral upheavals provoked 
by the Second World War's killing and 
suffering. 

Our Australian situation is different, 
as many of those who are serious 
older Christians have to make a leap of 
imagination to enter into the minds and 
hearts of individuals with no Christian 

HOMECOMING 

Review by George Cardinal Pell 

Homecoming by Bernhard Schlink. 

Translated by Michael Henry Heim. 

260 pages. $24, Pantheon Books; 

£14.99, Weidenfeld & Nicolson. 

moorings whatsoever, where Christian 
Churches are museums and Christian 
influence does not impinge any more 
than the sound of a distant parish 
church bell. 

Bernhard Schlink is a renowned 

German author and his 2006 novel 

Homecoming, now beautifully translated 
into English, moves easily through this 
un-christian or post-Christian world. 

Stonehenge 
and Salisbury 

Cathedral 

I
F THE Arabs set to work to 

refurbish Stonehenge 'The 

curtains they would hang around 

[it] might be of beautifully selected 

colours. The banners they waved 

from Stonehenge · might be 

defended with glorious courage 

and enthusiasm. The prayers they 

recited in Stonehenge might be 

essentially worthy of human dignity 

and certainly a great improvement 

on its older associations of human 

sacrifice. All this is true of Islam 

and the idolatries and negations it 

often replaced. But they would not 

have built Stonehenge; they would 

scarcely, so to speak, have troubled 

to lift a stone of Stonehenge. They 

would not have built Stonehenge: 

how much less Salisbury or 

Glastonbury or Lincoln.' 

- G.K.Chesterton, The New Jerusalem,

p.163 
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The narrator is a German World 
War II baby brought up by his mother, 
who wanders and struggles through 
life, drifting in and out of relationships 
or sexual· encounters, meeting the 
obligations of his job, marriage and 
family in a haphazard and sometimes 
half-hearted fashion. 

He becomes more and more 
interested in the stories of his parents' 
and grandparents' generation; in how 
they survived the terrible suffering and 
dislocation of WWII and how they lived 
and worked in Nazi times. 

Like many readers I came to 
"Homecoming" after a strong 
endorsement in the review section of 
"The Australian" and for the first 70 
- 80 pages I wondered what the fuss
was about, but then the pace picks up
and we are into the world of hope,
betrayal and survival during and after
the War. The plot takes unexpected
twists and turns, especially when the
narrator travels to the U.S.A. to attend
the lectures of an ex-Nazi professor of
deconstructionism. The philosophical
interest of the novel comes from the
struggle all the actors have as they
wrestle with the notions of truth and
falsehood, good and evil in extreme
circumstances.

For the deconstructionists good and 
evil have equal status because truths 
are often lies and lies are truths. We are 
responsible for deciding what is true or 
false, good or evil. The text is not what 
the author intends but what the reader 
wants to make of it, so that reality is not 
the world out there but what the author 
and then the reader make of the text. 

Intellectual decency or integrity is 
scorned because the consequences of a 
person's actions are all important, not 
the agent's decent intentions. History 
has no goal, there is no progress, so that 



The Schism Between 

Catholics and Orthodox 

T
he Western Church, faithful to the apostolic mission, 

has not been afraid to plunge into the mire of history. 

After having been for centuries the only element of moral 

order and intellectual culture among the barbarous 

peoples of Europe, it undertook the task not only of 

the spiritual education of these peoples of independent 

spirit and uncivilized instincts but also of their material 

government. 

In devoting itself to this arduous task, the Papacy, like 

St. Nicolas in the legend, thought not so much of the 

cleanliness of its own appearance as of the urgent needs 

of mankind. The Eastern Church, on the other hand, with 

its solitary asceticism and its contemplative mysticism, 

its withdrawal from political life and from all the social 

problems which concern mankind as a whole, thought 

chiefly, like St. Cassian, of reaching Paradise without a 

single stain on its clothing. 

The Western Church aimed at employing all its powers, 

divine and human, for the attainment of a universal 

goal; the Eastern Church was only concerned with the 

preservation of its purity. There is the chief point of 

difference and the fundamental cause of the schism 

between the two Churches. 

- Russia and The Universal Church, Vladimir Soloviev [1853-1900)
translated by Herbert Rees, London, The Centenary Press,

first published 1948 

a person is constrained to act "as if"; as 
if reality were more than text, as if good 
and evil, truth and lies really existed. 

Obviously the traditional notions 
of murder and even genocide dissolve 
under this deconstructionist solvent. 
Murder amounts to ending a person's 
life without his will, not against it -
but there is nothing punishable in 
that. Murder was punished according 
to the value the victim's life had for 
others, according to the grief of widow 
and children. Genocide could often 

be committed with a clear conscience 
because it left no-one behind to feel 
robbed of the victims! 

The Golden Rule is at the heart of 

'Those 

who hate the good 

are doomed.' 

- Psalm 33 [34] 
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Christian moral teaching, even in its 
negative form that we should not do to 
others what we would not want them to 
do to us. Obviously there is no room for 
the Golden Rule in deconstructionism 
and as the narrator listens to the elderly 
professor he realizes he has been 
listening to another version of the Iron 
Law, written forty years earlier by a 
young Nazi ideologue. 

The iron rule of the Nazis stated that 
whatever you were willing to take upon 
yourself you have a right to inflict on 
others. This is the basis of all authority 
and leadership. If a person is prepared to 
be killed, he thereby has the right to kill. 

We are back into the law of the 
jungle, ruthlessly imposed by the 
masters on the "intermenschen", the less 
than human; in fact the underdogs! 

Language is turned upside down. 
The Nazi siege of Leningrad, ultimately 
unsuccessful, should have concluded 
by the razing of the city, appalling and 
sublimely violent; "the chivalrous end of a 
chivalrous battle''. This is not the language 
of chivalry, but super-human evil. 

Evil people often appear drab and 
ordinary, a fact sometimes described 
as the "banality of evil". On the other 
hand some criminals do look the part 
and seem to be almost as evil as they 
are. Whatever of this, many great crimes 
truly are atrocious and this evil has its 
fascination. 

The author has laid bare the grim 
reality that some find joy in evil, take 
pleasure in hating, fighting and killing 
and find satisfaction in the sinister 
rituals of fascism and communism; or 
equivalents such as Islamic terrorism 
today. 

He acknowledges the attractiveness 
of the totalitarian urge to dominate, 
especially for aggressive males floating 
with the current on the surface of an 
empty directionless hedonism. They 
find purpose, direction and struggle. 

Evil will not be defeated totally until 
the end time. In the meantime we need 
to struggle so that the journey into the 
abyss does not recommence. 

This novel charts in a few individuals 
the transformation of the most 
enlightened, technologically advanced 
people in Europe into the nation who 
engineered the Holocaust and provoked 
the fifty million deaths of the Second 
World War. 

Never again. 



Global Warming 

STORMS,NOT 

RISING SEA LEVELS 

� ORE THAN ONE observer has declared 
• that we would have to "build a dike
� around Bangladesh" to prevent higher

u, sea levels from destroying that low-lying
country and drowning millions of 

11 people. Actually, building a dike around 
..___.__....,..�IL..-JII Bangladesh may not be a bad idea 
anyway. The problem is not sea levels per se, but the storm 
surges from huge tropical cyclones that have hit the country 
every three to four years in recent decades. Bangladesh has 
built a large number of "typhoon towers" that allow the 
population to climb above the floods with the belongings 
they can carry. However, the floods of salt water often stay for 
weeks, spreading disease, poisoning soils, halting economic 
activity, and inflicting massive amounts of physical damage on 
buildings, roads, bridges, and water systems. 

A dike would be expensive, and it would have to be done 
with great sensitivity to the coastal wetlands, but perhaps it 
will need to be done. 

What about low-lying islands? As previously noted, the 
Tuvaluans do not appear to be threatened by rising sea levels. 
But if they were, emigration does not present insurmountable 
problems, since there are only about 11,000 Tuvaluans. And, 
the Tuvaluans might even prefer it. 

The point here is that we live on a planet where the climate 
has been changing constantly for the past billion years. There 
will always be an ebb and flow between land and water, and 
their interface will be rich with competing organisms. We 
expect a continued abundance of the corals, coastal forests, 
and horseshoe crabs - not to mention sand fleas, biting flies, 
mosquitoes, and beach combers. 

- Unstoppable Global Warming, S. Fred Singer, Dennis T. Avery, Rowman and
Littlefield, 2008, p.161.
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MOVIES 

A minor Masterpiece ef Redemption 

TENDER MERCIES (1983) 

O N CE f a m o u s  
country-and-western 
singer, now a down
and-ou t drunk ,  is  
redeemed by Christ, 
the love of a good 
woman, and family life. 

This sort of summary of Tender Mercies 
(1983) may revive sour memories of 
old Hollywood formula movies. Yet the 
film succeeds. This is because its three 
creators were all convinced of its truth 
- Horton Foote who wrote it, Robert
Duvall who starred in it, and Bruce
Beresford who directed it.

Conservatives, who by 1983 had 
endured nearly thirty years of films 
pillorying or parodying traditional family 
life, saw it as a hopeful sign of change. 
Christian reviewers were particularly 
enthusiastic about its sympathetic 
depiction of simple faith. 

Foote had been writing the screenplay 
of Tender Mercies for years. He was, 
he said, "obsessed" by the fate of 
inarticulate men at the end of their tether 
who want desperately to stop destroying 
their lives and other people's but have 
become alcoholic wrecks unable to find 
deliverance. 

Foote read his final draft to his friend, 
the actor Robert Duvall who had already 
played in two of Foote's screenplays 
including To Kill a Mocking Bird Duvall 
agreed to play the leading role provided 
he had the right to approve or veto the 
choice of director. (He despised most 
directors.) 

They settled on Bruce Beresford, an 
Australian who in the 1960s had been 
Secretary of the Production Board of 
the British Film Institute and entangled 
in the furious controversies which then 
engulfed the BFI ("The BFI Show"). His 
best known Australian films had been 
about the degradation of men by politics 
(Don's Party) and war (Breaker Morant) 
or the cruel price paid by women to 
escape restrictive stereotypes ( The Getting 

Reviewed by Peter Coleman

ef Wisdom; Puberty Blues). He had not yet 
made a film in the United States. 

Like Duvall, Beresford admired 
Foote's spare, charged style. " I wanted 
to do it," he said. "It is a fascinating 
story about people who go to church 
on Sunday and don't go round killing 
each other. Most films about American 
small towns in the South show a brutal, 
murderous America that never rang 
true to me." The isolated towns of 
Texas reminded him of the small, dusty, 
outback Australian towns he knew well. 
It also gave him a chance to break away 
from his Australian dramas of defeat and 
to tell a story of redemption. 

The plot is more parable than drama. 
Mac Sledge (Robert Duvall), once a 
popular country-and-western singer, now 
an exhausted alcoholic, collapses in a 
small, drab motel in the Texas Bible Belt. 
He is broke. The owner-manager, Rosa 
Lee (Tess Harper), a Vietnam war widow 
(married at 16, a mother at 17, widowed 
at 18) and mother of Sonny (Allan 

Religion of the 
Heart as well as 

the Head 

T
HE ANCIENT world in the first
century B.C. was in dire need of a 

religious solution, and the wise men of 
the age provided one in the religious 
revival of the Augustan age. But since 
their solution arose directly from the 
politica·1 situation, it provided merely 
a political remedy. The true solution 
came from an entirely unsuspected 
quarter-from an unknown sect and a 
despised people. But it arose directly 
out of the religious situation: it was 
not an answer to the political needs of 
the Roman world, but the fulfilment of 
the hope of Israel. The same principle 
holds good in every age. 

- Christopher Dawson, Religion and the 
Modern State, Sheed & Ward, London, 

1935 pp.123-4. 
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Hubbard) , agrees to let him work off 
his debt provided he does not drink on 
the job. He sticks to his promise. They 
marry. He is baptised. He refuses an offer 
to make a come-back to his old way of 
life ("I've lost it:'). But he begins writing 
songs again, mainly love songs to Rosa 
Lee. He quarrels with his former wife, 
the successful entertainer Dixie Scott 
(Betty Buckley) who will not let him 
see their unhappy daughter, Sue Anne 
(Ellen Barkin). Sue Anne elopes with 
another country-and-western singer, also 
a drunk, and is killed in a car crash. The 
film ends with Mac Sledge and Sonny 
playing football together. 

Rosa Lee is the principal carrier of 
the values of the film - her faith and her 
love for Mac Sledge.("Every night when I 
say my prayers and I thank the Lord for 
his blessings and His tender mercies to 
me, you and Sonny head the list."); her 
simplicity ( When Sue Anne, reared in 
show business, asks her "Do you sing?" 
Rosa Lee replies "I sing in the church 
choir;'); her contempt for the drug 
culture ("If I hear of you takin' them 
drugs;' she says to Sonny. " I'll have your 
hide. You listen to me." ) In the final 
scene she watches through a screen door 
as her son and Mac Sledge play football. 

Several laconic moments - including 
long silences - develop the themes. They 
include Mac Sledge's offer of marriage to 
Rosa Lee while they work the vegetable 
garden: "Could you think about marrying 
me?"; his response to a young country
and-western band who ask him, their 
old hero, if he has any advice: " I don't. 
Just sing it the way you feel it"; his reply 
to Sonny who asks if he has changed 
since being baptised : "Not yet"; and his 
reaction to his daughter's death : "I don't 
know the answer to nothing. I don't trust 
happiness. I never did. I never will:' 

One of the most moving scenes is 
Mac Sledge's awkward meeting with his 
morally lost daughter, not long before 
she is killed. He had not seen her for 

- ........



seven years. As she leaves, she asks 
him if he remembers a song he used to 
sing to her when she was a little girl. 
something about a snow-white dove. 
"I don't remember that. I don't;' Mac 
Sledge says. But the hint of tension in 
his voice, eyes and body tell us that his 
emotions are too strong for him to admit 
that he does remember. 

After his daughter has left, we watch 
him from behind as, gazing through a 
window, he tonelessly sings : "When 
Jesus went down to the waters that day/ 
He was baptised in the usual way./ When 
it was done/ God sent Him his love/ On 
the wings of a dove/ On the wings of a 
snow-white dove ... " 

Most film critics received the film 
well. The liberal Pauline Kael inevitably 
found it ponderous, but the English 
critic Robin Wood delivered the most 
contemptuous attack on it. He had 
welcomed Beresford's earlier films, 
especially Don's Party, The Getting of 
Wisdom and Puberty Blues. They were, 
as he saw it, anti-establishment and 
feminist. He applauded what he took 
to be their assault on conservative 
social structures and values, and their 
exposure of the irredeemably gross, 
insensitive, domineering heterosexual 
male. He even managed to find in The 
Getting of Wisdom the only treatment of 
lesbianism in commercial cinema that 
is entirely positive, sympathetic and 
uncompromised. (Wood had himself 
come out as "gay" in the late 1970s.) 

On his view Tender Mercies is a 
capitulation to traditional values and to 
the idea of the man as husband/father 
and the woman as wife/mother. Has 
Beresford, he speculated, succumbed 
to the lures of success, career and 
reputation?. Has he sunk so low that he 
even wants to win an Academy Award? 
(As it happened, Tender Mercies won two 
Academy Awards - Duvall for best actor, 
and Foote for best screenplay.) 

Wood had distorted Beresford's 
earlier films. Don's Party is not an attack 
on patriarchal capitalism but on the left 
intelligentsia who believe themselves 
"liberated" from it. Wood's espousal of 
gay liberation had also led him to find a 
commitment to lesbianism in The Getting 

o/ Wisdom that Beresford had not put not 
there. 

Wood is right. Tender Mercies is a 
turning point in Beresford's work. It is 
a break from his earlier themes of defeat 
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and demoralisation. But it is not entirely 
a new beginning. His later films treat 
faith in a secularist and often despairing 
way. In the biblical epic King David, it 
destroys David's will and humanity. In 
the harshly pessimistic Black Robe, the 
Huron Indians submit without belief 
to the ministry of a priest without 
conviction - and are soon extinct. 

Tender Mercies is a conservative 
detour in Beresford's development 
- and an oasis. It owes much of its
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power to the two co-producers - the 

screenwriter Horton Foote and the 

actor Robert Duvall. The sometimes 
uneasy collaboration of these three 
artists created a minor masterpiece of 
redemption. 

PETER COLEMAN is a former editor of The Bulletin 

and Quadrant He spent some years in the state and 

federal parliaments. Among his other books are an 

autobiographical volume entitled Memoirs of a Slow 

Leamer, and Tlie Struggle for the Mind of Postwar 

Europe. 



CATHOLIC LIFE 

Central Asian republic awaits an ordination quite unlike any other 

KAZAKH TO BECOME 

CATHOLIC PRIEST 

ATHOLIC S Ill 

K a z a k h s t a n  a r e  
preparing for the 
ordination of what 
Church leaders believe 
is the first priest 
to come from the 

country's native population in modern 
times. 

Up to 80 per cent of Catholic priests 
and most of the faithful in the central 
Asian republic are foreigners with 
the rest made up of descendants of 
immigrants. 

As a result, their outreach to the 
country's native people is severely 
hampered, but if all goes to plan the 
situation could change dramatically 
when on 29th June 25-year-old Ruslan 
Rakhimberlinov, a teenage convert to 
Catholicism, is ordained. 

In an interview with Aid to the 
Church in Need [ACN], Ruslan's bishop, 
Athanasius Schneider of Karaganda, 
central Kazakhstan explained: "This is a 
very historic event - the first ever:' 

With his Mongolian physical features 
as is typical of natives in Kazakhstan, 
Ruslan is expected to make a big 
impression in a country where often the 
Catholic Church is often seen as very 
foreign. 

Bishop Schneider, who will preside 
at the ordination ceremony, said: "I do 
not expect there will be an immediate 
reaction, but when the people see him, 
they will, I am sure, become accustomed 
to him:' 

For Bishop Schneider, the ordination 
is hugely important: "The Church has 
yet to be properly implanted and this 
is only possible with clergy native to 
Kazakhstan:' 

Today's Catholic community is made 
up of descendants of people from 
Lithuania, Poland and Ukraine, who 
were deported to Kazakhstan during 

By John Pontifex 

the Soviet era. Bishop Schneider said 
that around Karaganda there was a 
concentration camp and a series of 
control centres about the size of France. 

Hence the wide gulf in society in 
Kazakhstan. 

The soon-to-be Fr Ruslan can 
expect to find valuable support from 
three Sisters in a Carmelite convent in 
Karaganda diocese who are also native 
to Kazakhstan. 

The bishop explained that in a 
mainly Muslim country like Kazakhstan, 
the Church had to be very careful about 
charges of forcing or coercing people to 
convert to Christianity. 

"I hope and I am convinced that 
the Catholic faith will be more widely 
present in Kazakhstan but we have to 
proceed with caution. It is something to 
work on in the future:' 

He stressed the shortage of priests in 
Kazakhstan and said that his top priority 
was to promote vocations. 

Come before it 

is too late 

S
uch is the fountain that we have,
this the well-spring of life, this the 

banquet table abounding with good 
things past numbering, which makes 
us strong with spiriiual gifts. To it we 
mus.I come with unfeigned heart and 
a pure conscience, in order to win 
grace and pardon before it is too late. 
This grace and pardon is the gift of 
the only-begotten Son, our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Through him 
and with him be glory, honour and 
power to the Father and to the life
giving Spirit, now and always. 

- St John Chrysostom, 347-407 AD, 
Instruction to Catechumens 3,27, speaking 

of the Mass as the Fountain of Grace. 
From The Roman Breviary, second 

reading at Matins for the Monday of the 
second week of Lent. 
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Bishop Schneider explained that, 
as a boy, Ruslan and his family lived 
near a convent and over time he and 
his family developed an interest in 
Christianity until they all converted. 

There are barely 150,000 Catholics 
in a country that is 60 per cent Muslim 
and most of the rest without religion. 

Bishop Schneider said there was 
freedom of religious practice and 
that the Government was determined 
to "prevent the infiltration" of 
fundamentalism. 

The Church is still recovering from 
almost 70 years of life 'underground; 
when the country was under Soviet 
control. 

The Church of Kazakhstan was only 
formally accepted into the Federation 
of Asian Bishops' Conferences at the 
federation's meeting in Bangkok, on 
15-20th April 2008.

Since the collapse of the USSR,
many survivors of the labour camps 
have returned to their homeland and 
now Kazakhstan is home to many new 
Christians in a country where people 
are turning to religion, especially 
Islam. 

Aid to the Church in Need gives key 
support to seminarians but also helps 
with church building. 

Bishop Schneider said: "I am very 
grateful to the ben.efactors from ACN. 
With their help, we can implant the 
Church in Kazakhstan - the help each 
person gives is so valuable in a place 
which has suffered so much suffering 
over the years:' 

Directly under the Holy See, Aid to the Church 
in Need supports the faithful wherever they are 
persecuted, oppressed or in pastoral need. ACN 
is a Catholic charity - helping to bring Christ to 
the world through prayer, information and action. 
For more information, contact Philip Collignon, 
Australian Director of ACN: 02-9679-1929, 
phone/fax; or by email at info@aidtochurch.org 



ISLAM 

1 want to show what it means to be a Catholic - to have this joy�

ISLAM TO CATHOLICISM 

HEN Aghi Clovis 
was a teenager 
in Tehran, the 

• Islamic Revolution
swept the country,
s w e e p i n g  u p
everyone in its

wake .  Previously only nominally 
religious, she was now invited by an 
enthusiastic teacher to join in religion 
classes after school, and became a 
devout Moslem. 

At that time, she could not have 
imagined herself as a Catholic - nor as 
the mother of Catholic children and the 
organiser, alongside her husband, of 
Catholic conferences and an apostolate 
selling books and tapes. 

So how did her conversion happen? 
Aghi, now living in London, talked to 
Joanna Bogle. 

By Joanna Bogle 

The Islamic Revolution banished the 
Shah and the Royal Family and instituted 
a new regime under the Ayatollah 
Khomeini in Iran in the 1970s - and you 
were living through that? 

Yes - suddenly everything changed. 
All young people believed it was 
a great new beginning: I still have 
my passport, marked with its special 
stamp stating that I had voted for the 
Islamic Revolution. There was this 
fervour everywhere. Teams of young 
men, calling themselves Guardians of 
the Revolution, patrolled the streets, 
arresting women they said were 
improperly dressed or others deemed 
to be infringing Islamic law. 

It seemed as though the answers to 
life's questions had arrived. T he world 
belonged to Islam. It's impossible to 
explain adequately just how total is its 

Islamic Law 

and Non-Muslims 

G
OVERNMENTAL prejudice in Egypt extends to the courts. Mr. Abdel 

Hamed Soliman, a Supreme Court judge, wrote an article about 

justice in the January 1979 edition of AI-Daowa magazine. In it he stated 

that according to Islamic laws, a Christian should not be a judge in a court 

case in which a Muslim was involved. He cited the decision by the Court 

of Appeals in Alexandria in 1978, which reversed the decision of a lower 

court because the judge was a Christian and the defendant was a Muslim. 

Christians are forbidden from testifying in court cases involving Muslims. 

On May 19, 1970, the Domestic Section of the Supreme Court in Egypt 

rendered a decision in the following case. 

A childless, wealthy Christian woman donated half of her property to a 

Christian charity organization in Alexandria; the other half she left to her 

relatives. When she died, she was buried in a chapel built with her own 

money. One of her nephews, a Muslim, claimed that his aunt adopted 

Islam before her death, making him the only beneficiary according to 

Islamic principles. There were no official records to confirm his claim. The 

court decided in favor of the nephew because the testimony of 'infidels' is 

not valid against a Muslim. The Muslim nephew was given all of his aunt's 

property. According to Islamic law, no non-Muslim should inherit property 

from a Muslim. 
- Ishak Ibrahim, Black Gold and Holy War, Thomas Nelson, 1983, p.102. 
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message. Islam rules how you think 
and how life should be, for individuals 
and for the community. I felt the whole 
world must fall to Islam, and then 
everyone would be happy and at peace. 
It didn't seem possible that there was 
any other way of looking at things. 

So what took you away to another 
country? 

After I left school I had the chance of 
continuing my studies in America, and 
my uncle invited me to travel there with 
his family. As an initial step, we went to 
England, and my parents arranged for 
me to stay at a Catholic students' hostel 
in London. I was wearing my Islamic 
dress, including headscarf, when I 
arrived, and met the priest in charge, 
Father Hugh Thwaites. Looking 
back, I laugh now - I was convinced 
I'd convert him to Islam! There was 
absolutely no doubt in my mind - I 
knew that the rest of the world must 
fall to it and submit. 

And what happened? 
Well, Father Thwaites - he's still a 

great friend and a big part of our lives 
- lent me a New Testament in my own
language, the Persian language. 

I was 18 years old, and I thought 
I knew everything. I had my ritual 
prayers and assumed that God was 
part of that and there was nothing 
more I could know. But I had never 
encountered Christ. No one had told 
me about him, about the things he said 
and taught, about what he had done. 
I was amazed. I was shattered. How 
did this extraordinary person exist, 
and how had I been kept in ignorance 
about him? 

For people who have been brought 
up Catholic, and been introduced 
to Jesus Christ from early childhood, 
it is difficult to understand how 
extraordinary - how magnificent - he 
is! I had simply been taught to regard 
Christians as people who were beneath 
contempt - people who were not part 



of Islam. But I had never met Christ, 
and when I did, it completely shattered 
my world-view. 

The totality of Islam had blocked 
this out until then. Now I had to 
re-think everything. It was like being 
turned inside-out 

What did you do next? 
Things happened gradually. Because 

of difficulties with obtaining my visa 
to America, I remained in London and 
began my studies - and through the 
Catholic students at the hostel I started 
attending meetings of the Legion of 
Mary. They had talks on different 
aspects of the Catholic Faith, and these 
were very interesting. I just sat and 
listened. I also told myself I must read 
the Koran properly. I had never actually 
done this before. 

I was amazed at how dull it seemed 
after the New Testament, which had 
been such a compelling read. This 
seemed wordy and complicated. I didn't 
find the answers I was seeking. I found 
it lifeless. It was just text. 

Things that Catholics take for 
granted, like the Sacred Heart -
Christ's heart, loving us, open to us -
were a revelation. There is this warmth 
in the relationship with God, this real 
immediacy, this nearness. 

But then you went back home to Iran. 
I had met Greg - he was a fellow

student at the hostel, a really devout 
and believing Catholic. A chaste, kind, 
intelligent person. We talked a great 
deal about religion. Our friendship was 
growing. I was young, and the future 
was calling me, fresh and new. 

But before we made any decision 
about the future - marriage, a whole 
new chapter - I wanted to talk to my 
family. 

They were not happy about my 
marrying, and living so far away. I 
returned to London still uncertain 
about what I should do. But I did know 
that I wanted to convert, to become a 
Christian. So I did that - I was received 
into the Church. 

Then suddenly the borders were 
closed and I discovered that, for the 
foreseeable future, I could not go 
home again. It was a difficult time. The 
decision to marry Greg had to be taken 
alone. He is West Indian, his family 
comes from the island of St Lucia, and 
has a strong Catholic tradition - his 
brother Linus is a priest. We decided 

Apostolic Nuncio for 

United Arab Emirates 

V
ATICAN CITY, AUG. 21, 2007 (Zenit.org). Pope Benedict XVI has
named Archbishop Paul-Mounged EI-Hac;hem as Apostolic Nuncio 

for the United Arab Emirates. Archbishop EI-Hachem is also the Apostolic 
Nuncio for Kuwait, Yemen, Bahrain, Qatar and the Apostolic Delegate 
for the Arabian Peninsula, which includes Saudi Arabia and Oman. 
Mounged EI-Hachem was born in EI-Akoura, Morocco, in 1934. He was 
ordained a priest in 1959. He worked in the Pontifical Council for Social 
Communications from 1 i:)70 to 1978, the year in which he was transferred 
to fhe Section for General Affairs of the Vatican Secretariat of State. In 
1993, he was appointed head of that office. In 1994, he was elected 
bishop of Baalbek-Deir El-Ah mar of the Maronites and received episcopal 
ordination the following Sept. 13. United Arab Emirates has 4.5 million 
habitants. Some 96% are Muslim. 

to marry, and this would be a Catholic 
marriage and we would raise a Catholic 
family together. 

How is conversion to Christianity from 
Islam viewed? 

Under Islam, to be a Christian is to 
be the lowest of the low - the way it is 
described is that it is worse than being 
a dog, which is a terrible expression 
in Islam. The idea of converting to 
Christianity is virtually unthinkable. 

The whole understanding of God is 
really different. In Islam, the idea that 
God is your father, that we are His 
children, that we can love Him, and 
that He loves us, in a truly personal 
way, is considered somehow disgusting, 
dreadful. The devout Moslem would 
say "How dare you say that?" The very 
idea is shocking. 

I loved my family, and I did miss 
them, especially my mother, very much 
in the first years of my marriage. It was 
so sad that she was not there when my 
first child was born. 

As the years went by, and the 
political situation eased a bit, I was able 
to go back and see my family, and since 

Thanks 
to all our advertisers for their 

generous support. Special thanks 
to AJan David. Digital Graphic 

Communication, to Brian and Garry 
Boyd of Paynter Dixon Constructions 
Pty Ltd, and DYOB Ventures, Pty Ltd, 

and to John David, of 
The Davids Group. 

Please pray for all our benefactors. 
- Editor. Annals Australasia.
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then there have been several visits back 
and forth. I am on good terms with my 
mother and my sister. 

You have a bigfamily - ten children -
and a busy life. And just recently you've 
started to give some talks about Islam and 
about your conversion. 

It wasn't a special decision to do 
that. I'm quite a shy person, and I have 
plenty to do at home! But now the 
children are growing up - our eldest 
has got married and has a child of his 
own, and our youngest is now at school 
- I have a bit more time. I have started
a course in Business Studies, partly to 
help with our work in selling pro-life
and Catholic tapes and other materials.
And I've agreed to give some talks to
Catholic groups - it began with just
one, a Catholic women's group meeting,
and then gradually there were more.

And the future? 
I do want to tell people about the 

Catholic Faith. I want to show what 
it means to be a Catholic - to know 
Christ and to be part of his Church, to 
have this joy. And raising a big family 
means we have learned something 
about parenthood, about how crucial 
it is to pass on the Faith and values to 
your children. So we'd like to help and 
encourage young Catholic families in 
doing that. There are lots of plans! 

JOANNA BOCLE is a London-based author, journalist, 
and broadcaster. She spent the early years of her 
married life in Germany, where her husband Jamie 
was serving with the British Army. Her books 
include a biography of the last Emperor of Austria
Hungary, written jointly with Jamie. This article 
fu-st appeared in the National Catholic Register on 
April 4, 2006. 



BOOK REVIEW 

Two Catholic priests who played a pivotal role in Papua New Guinea 

THE GERMAN AND THE TOLAI, 1882-2007 

HIS BOOK follows 
the  l ives  of two  
men who played a 
prominent part in the 
religious and cultural 
development of the 
present Papua-New 

Guinea, from the time after the First 
World War. The author's lasting 
friendship with these two central 
figures is shown in her study of many 
of the serious issues at work, told with a 
wealth of personal detail and comedy. 

Bernard Franke was born in 
Germany, joined the MSC order, and 
spent the rest of his life, from 1928 to 
1984, as a missionary in New Britain. 
Benedict To Varpin was born in New 
Britain, was ordained priest in 1971, 
and became Archbishop of Madang 
from 1987-2001. 

Most of the story centres on the 
island of New Britain, with its principal 
city Rabaul, where missions were set up 
at several places around the coast-line 
of the island. Later the action moves to 
the region near Yule Island on the south 
coast of Papua, and then to Madang. 

Three introductory chapters present 
the traditional beliefs and practices of 
the people of New Britain, and the spirit 
world that was so real to them. There 
are the dramas as the early missionaries 
meet the local people, and tensions 
between Catholics and other Christian 
groups. There is a brief account of the 
impact of the First World War. 

Action-packed chapters deal with the 
Second World War: the many stories of 
suffering and deaths caused by Japanese 
hostility, as well as by Alhed bombing, 
together with some accounts of genuine 
friendship and respect between 
church people and Japanese officers. 
Then there are the dramas involving 
volcanoes, both the fear when a threat 
was perceived, and the disasters when 
actual eruptions occurred as at Rabaul. 

Two themes emerge from the spread 

Reviewed by IAN HOWELLS, SJ

Tubuan and Tabernacle 1882-2007, By 
Mary R Mennis, Lalong Publications, 
11 Jethro St., Aspley, Qld, 4034. Price 
is $35 per copy plus $5 postage in 
Australia and $8 to Papua New Guinea. 
Lalong Enterprises: phone 07 3263 6327; 

email: lalong@iinet.net.au. 

of Christianity throughout the region. 
There is the growing friendship and 
respect between the Christian churches, 
illustrated by a number of human and 
personal stories of meetings between 
Catholic and Anglican clergy. 

Then there is the inculturation, or 
acceptance by the Christian churches 
of traditional customs that had at first 
been rejected as harmful superstitions. 

The title word tuhuan stands for a 
traditional custom among the Tolai. It 
can refer to a special dance involving 
men wearing symbolic kind of dress, 
made of leaves with a painted conical 
hat, as well as to a secret society 
identified with these things. In the 
traditional custom there are strong 
associations with the spirit world, and 
some of these involve harmful spirits. 
The inculturation promoted by people 
such as Bernard Franke and Benedict 
To Varpin meant the freeing of the 
traditional custom from the harmful and 
superstitious elements, so that it could 

be a way of celebrating the rich history 
and culture of the people. As such it has 
come to take its place in community life 
alongside the tabernacle, a symbol that 
stands at the heart of the Catholic ritual. 

The author lived in several places in 
the region, from 1962 to 1982, moving 
from Rabaul to Madang and to Port 
Moresby. During that time she was able 
to enjoy many conversations with the 
ordinary people in various parts of the 
country, and to learn a vast amount 
about different aspects of the culture, 
history and religion of the people. As a 
result of these contacts, we have a first 
hand account of the events and changes 
that form the focus of her story. 

Tuhuan and Tabernacle is available 
from the publishers, Lalong Enterprises, 
11 Jethro St., Aspley, Qld, 4034. Price 
is $35 per copy plus $5 postage in 
Australia and $8 to Papua New Guinea. 
Two or more copies attract a discount 
of 10% and booksellers' discount is 
available. Payment may be made by 
cheque or money order in Australian 
dollars. Orders may be placed by email 
and details for direct bank transfer 
will be given on the pro-forma invoice. 
Lalong Enterprises may be contacted by 
phone on 07- 3263- 6327, or by email 
on lalong@iinet.net.au. 

FATHER IAN HOWELLS SJ is Catholic Chaplain at the 
University of Queensland. 

Baptismal Chris·m: the Holy 

Hidden Spirit 

B
E SURE not to regard the chrism [of Baptism] merely as ointment. Just as the
bread of the Eucharist after the invocation of the Holy Spirit is no longer just 

bread but the Body of Christ, so when the Holy Spirit has been invoked on the 
Holy Chrism it is no longer mere or ordinary ointment; it is the gift of Christ which 
through the presence of the Holy Spirit instils his Divinity into us. It is applied to 
your forehead and organs of sense with a symbolic meaning; the body is anointed 
with a visible ointment, and the soul is sanctified by the Holy, hidden, Spirit. 

- Instructions to the newly-baptised at Jerusalem, Myst. 3,1-3. From The Roman Breviary, 

Friday in the Octave of Easter, Office of Matins, second reading. 
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MUSIC HI STORY 

For anyone who cares about the.great European tradition in music. 

NO MERE AURAL TICKLING 

0 'take us up to the 
news', the announcer 
p layed Mozart's Ave 
verum corpus, preceding 
it with the suggestion 
that we should sit back 
and 'enjoy the luscious 

harmonies'. When it had ended, he 
said, TU bet you were doing one of 
two things: you were either humming 
along with the music or sitting back and 
smiling at its sheer deliciousness: Fair 
enough, I thought, as far as it went, but 
as it happened I had been doing neither. 
I had been noticing how wondrously the 
music married the words and deepened 
their import - not just in general, but 
with particular harmonic changes and 
other devices (the two-note rise on the 
words in cruce, for instance), and at the 
same time I had been reflecting on how 
this marvellous conjunction of words 
and music contrasted with so many of 
Mozart' s settings of the Kyrie .Eleison, 
whose music often suggests anything 
but a humble petition for divine mercy. 

It so happened that on that same 
morning I had read R.J. Stove's preface 
to his little book, 'A Student's Guide to 
Music History' - not just a preface, but 
an apologia for having covered such 
a vast story in only 16 6 pages. In the 
course of it he asks why there should 
be a history of classical music at all, and 
observes that 'millions of sincere music
lovers derive genuine pleasure from 
their listening without any historical 
consciousness whatever'. 

He quotes the Australian 
discographer John L. Holmes's remark 
that 'a vast number of concert-goers are 
puzzled at why Bartok should sound so 
different from Haydn', and he brings in 
Constant Lambert's aspersion on 'those 
to whom musical experience is no 
more than a mere aural tickling'. In that 
pungent phrase, Stove suggests, is the 
best answer to anyone querying why we 
should bother with music history. 'Aural 

By Richard Connolly 

A Student's Guide to Music History, 

by R.J. Stove; ISI Books 

[Intercollegiate Studies Institute], 

Wilmington, Delaware, USA. 

tickling; he writes, 'by definition is 
evanescent in the pleasure it furnishes. 
A certain historical awareness gives, as 
it were, a three dimensional effect to 
what one hears ', and it 'banishes the 
assumption that the music concerned is 
a mere exercise in pattern-making'. 

In this splendid little book, full of 
memorable passages, those words on 
pages 2 and 3 are the ones that I am least 
likely to forget. The same observation 
could have been made about painting, 
sculpture, architecture, poetry, the 
novel, drama, film and a hundred other 
human activities beyond the arts. Yet the 
teaching of history languishes, and the 
musical references, indeed the whole 
interior musical world, of most western 
people today is not just 'of its era,' but 
hermetically sealed in the sordid here 
and now of pop/rock, unknowing and 
uncaring of the past, and oblivious of 
everything exterior to the brief moment 
of the rock lyric. (Cf. Allan Bloom on 
pop music in The Closing of the American 
Mind or Mark Steyn's memorial piece 
'Twenty years ago today' in The New

Criterion, November 2007.) 
I confess that I was initially reluctant 

to review this book. A short history 
of music from Gregorian Chant and 
Hildegard up to Messiaen and James 
MacMillan, all in 166 pages, did not 
seem an inviting prospect. I knew 
most, or at least enough, of the story 
(I thought) and I was busy with 
other things. But how very deprived I 
should now be if I had not read it! Its 
coverage and its evaluation of the many 
composers mentioned exceeds what 
might reasonably be expected in such 
a compass; and I found out in reading 
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it how much I didn't know - details 
that throw real light on a composer or 
a work. 

But that is not the reason why I 
would be the poorer for not having read 
it. That overarching reason, operating 
throughout the book, lies in the fact 
that this author really can write. He has 
a mastery of the English language that 
enables him to say succinctly, wittily, 
memorably what your average arts 
journalist would take two or three times 
the space to deal with while possibly 
boring the reader as well - something 
that Stove never does. Abbreviation 
necessitates the adoption of some of 
those journalistic shortenings that 
originated, I fancy, in Time magazine 
( e.g., 'poet John Gay', 'the symphony' s 
opening: etc.) but never at the expense 
of elegance of thought and expression. 

More remarkably, Stove has managed 
to write a book which contains not 
a single sentence of the type 'Each 
composer who pleases their audience 
does so by pleasing themselves.' Yet, 
at the same time, I came across no 
usage of the sensibly traditional type 
that would have put him at the mercy 
of the merciless politically correct. He 
has simply and wisely avoided sin by 
avoiding the occasions of sin. 

Stove's opinions are grounded in 
sanity and developed with common 
sense. Fourteen composers are accorded 
detailed biographical treatment apart 
from the main text, and they are the 
right ones, from Palestrina, Monteverdi 
and Bach through to Strauss, Debussy 
and Messiaen. I' d have been tempted 
to add Tchaikowsky, ,vhom Stravinsky 
rightly deemed the greatest of 
Russian composers and the richest in 
imagination. And I think Stove may 
have been a bit hard on Shostakovich 
- not politically, I hasten to add, but
musically. 

I may have concentrated in this 
review on writing excellence at the 
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expense of musical detail. I have done 
so because in writing about music -
of all the arts the most insubstantial 
and momentary - aptness of imagery, 
the surefire single word or phrase that 
scores a bulls-eye, saying precisely and 
clearly what needs to be meant, are 
indispensable. I am reminded of a much 
revered idol of my youth, on ABC radio 
and in the Sydney Morning Herald, 
Neville Cardus. 

To give a taste of R.JStove's style, I 
offer his treatment of Ravel, a composer 
I feel I have come to appreciate rightly 
only in the last decade or so, and whom 
I think Stove gets exactly right: 

'A good and easy way of annoying 
Debussy consisted of lumping him 
with his younger contemporary 
Maurice Ravel (1875-1937), who, 
indeed, has unduly often been 
coupled with Debussy, rather as if 
the two men were like Gilbert and 
Sullivan or Rolls and Royce. Ravel 
showed Debussy great respect: "It 
was hearing this work (L'Apres-Midi 
d'un Faune), so many years ago, that I 
first understood what real music was''. 
Yet almost everything Ravel produced 
- including the ballets Daphnis
and Chloe and Mother Goose, the 
early but sublime Pavane for a Dead 
Infanta, and the definitive orchestral
arrangement of Musorgsky's Pictures
at an Exhibition - has a harder-edged 
character than Debussy's output, is 
less diaphanous, more acidulous,
sometimes more nightmarish,
occasionally suggesting the acerbic
dryness of his fellow French composer 
Albert Roussel (1869-1937). Such 
Ravel piano masterpieces as Gaspard 
de la Nuit plumb abysses of terror, as, 
in its much less subtle orchestral way,
does the hackneyed but indispensable 
Bolero. (However many times one 
hears it, Bolero's concluding swerve
to an unrelated key retains its power
to frighten. One woman at its first
performance insisted, "The man is
mad!" Ravel observed, "Only she has
realized the truth".)' 

R.J Stove can be mentioned in the
same breath as Neville Cardus. And his 
'The Student's Guide to Music History' 
can be recommended not only to music 
students, but to anyone who cares about 
the great European tradition in music. 

RICHARD CONNOLLY, former Head of Radio Drama 
and Features at the ABC, composed about twenty 
hymns with the poet James McAuley in the 1950s 
and 60s. As a young man he studied theology and 
liturgical music in Rome. 

For 115 years Annals has been throwing light on age-old 
questions. Some of the questions have changed but 

Annals is still available as a sure guide in the name of the Catholic 
Church. 
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CATHOLIC ANSWERS TO BIBLE CHRISTIANS 

VOLUME 2 $12.00 
[Includes $2 for postage and handling] 

Exploring the true face of modern anti-Catholicism. The psychology 
of prejudice, unproven assumptions, 'No Popery, Bad Catholics� 

All prices include GST 

Available now from: 
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Modern Living 

DESECULARISING 

MODERN CULTURE 

OCIOLOGY AND THEOLOGY 
ought not to be either hostile or 
indifferent to one another. Each can 
help the other so long as it observes 
its own limits and respects the 
autonomy of the other in its own 

field. The history of European civilisation in the 
past shows the failure of the attempt of theology 
to establish a dictatorship over sociology and the 
natural sciences, and today we are witnessing 
the bankruptcy of the secularist culture which 
sought to subjugate the whole of life to natural 
science and regarded theology and every higher 
form of knowledge as empty and useless. It is 
no more possible for society to live by bread 
alone than it is for the individual. Technology 
and material organisation are not enough. If our 
civilisation is to recover its vitality, or even to 
survive, it must cease to neglect its spiritual roots 
and must realise that religion is not a matter 
of personal sentiment which has nothing to do 
with the objective realities of society, but is, on 
the contrary, the very heart of social life and the 
root of every living culture. The desecularisation 
of modern civilisation is no easy matter; at first 
sight it may seem a hopeless task. But we can at 
least prepare the way for it by desecularising our 
intellectual outlook and opening our eyes to the 
existence of the spiritual forces that create and 
transform civilisation. 

- Christopher Dawson, Enquiries into Religion and Culture, Sheed & Ward, 
London, 1933, p.x.
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MEDIA MATTERS 

By JAMES MURRAY 

Archival Memorial 

The Oyneg Shabes Archive, not as familiar a 
name as it should be, is the monumental result of 
research in the Warsaw Ghetto between 1940 and 
1943 by a team led by Emmanuel Ringelblum, 

Writing in Yiddish and Polish amid random 
death and mass hunger, the team put together 
more than 35,000 pages of material, buried in 
boxes and milkcans as, post the Warsaw Ghetto 
uprising, it was razed to the ground by Nazi death 
squads intent on making it and its inhabitants 
nameless. 

Peter N Miller ( The New Republic, syndicated 
The Australian, April 16) focuses attention on the 
archive in his review of Samuel D Kassow's Who 
Wz-ZZ Write Our History? Emmanuel Ringelblum, the 
Warsaw Ghetto and the Oyneg Sahbes Archive. 

Even incidentals point up the extraordinary 
nature of the project and the circumstances of its 
creation: Polish Catholics saved Ringelblum's life 
twice. They also smuggled life-saving food into the 
ghetto. 

Now resurrected, much of the archive has still 
to be published. Here surely is an opportunity for 
Judaism and Catholicism to unite in ensuring that 
this heroic material is propagated, including the 
testament of Israel Lichtenstein who, the Nazis 
only a block away, was burying a first part of the 
archive yet found time to write: 

'I do not ask for any thanks, for any memorial, 
for any praise, I only wish to be remembered ... I 
wish my wife to be remembered, Gele Sekstein .. .I 
wish my little daughter to be remembered. 
Margalit is 20 months old today .. : 

Lichtenstein was aided by two teenagers. One, 
Nahum Grsywacz, hearing that the death squads 
were blockading his parents home, wrote: 'I am 
going to run to my parents and see if they are all 
right. I don't know what is gong to happen to me. 
Remember my name is Nahum Grzwacz: 

The other teenager? David Graber. 
'Remembered' in this context connotes prayer 

in the timeless Judeo-Christian tradition: prayer 
for the dead. 

Greenspan's Muse 

More and more names are shaken, grains of 
salt into the tumour called Recession; pause to 

consider the most famous (sit down Chris Murphy 
in Sydney; sit down Herb Elliott in Melbourne). 

Stand up in New York Alan Greenspan, former 
chairman of the US Federal Reserve System. 
On his global watch were forged the financial 
instruments - sub-prime mortgages, derivatives, 
share borrowing et cetera - that, compounded by 
Avarice, caused the Recession. 

Turns out Greenspan was influenced less by 
economics than by the Russian-American Ayn 
Rand and her writings such as Atlas Shrugged and 
The Virtue of Selfishness, which speak eloquently of 
untrammeled capitalism. 

W ho said: 'Madmen in authority, who hear 
voices in the air, are distilling their frenzy from 
some academic scribbler of a few years back'? 

The academic scribbler, John Maynard Keynes, 
of course. For 'frenzy' read 'free-market notions' 
and you see the pertinence of his dictum to 
Greenspan. 

Back to Future 

The tumultuous path to Beijing of the Olympic 
Torch - Sacred Flame v Tibetan Rights - could 
have been avoided had the International Olympic 
Committee recalled a fact too simple perhaps for 
its vaulting ambition and itchy feet. 

The Olympic Games are Greek by right of 
origin and cultural inheritance. In building an 
Olympic precinct and staging the 2004 Olympics 
in Athens, Greece again validated the right 
accepted by all when it staged the first Olympics 
of the modern era in 1896. 

By choosing Beijing for this year's Olympics, the 
IOC compounded its mistake of Berlin (1936) and 
Moscow (1980). Inadvertently it also reinforced 
Greece's right as a matter of practicality, not to 
mention an original factor, peace. 

Time perhaps for the European Union to push 
Greece's case, time also for the United Nations. 
And please no arguments about the financial boost 
provided by the Olympics. Sydney 2000 has yet 
to compute a boost. Melbourne 1956? The city 
knows, but telling would make it look daft. 

London? Its third Olympics in 2012 represents 
the triumph of hope over experience. It could still 
cut its losses by ceding to Athens. In any case, 
returning the Olympics permanently to that great 
city, staging subsidised by international funding, 

ANNALS AUSTRALASIA 31 APRIUMAY 2008 



... 

• 

I 
! 

t 
• 

would save other cities from the extravagance of 
courting IOC delegates and financing the games 
with monies better spent on education, health and 
housing. 

Terror Error 

Before the New York terror episode 9/11/01, 
criticism of the English Common Law system 
was not unknown where it is practised (in what 
was once the empire on which the sun never 
set though it rarely rose on the imperial capital, 
London). 

Among its most cogent critics has been the 
Australian Evan Whitton. In his writings Whitton is 
anything but parochial, drawing on global material 
to show the system is less about establishing truth 
re charges than about obtaining presumption 
of innocence, not guilty 
verdicts. 

read the rules under which present-day barristers 
operate. Talk about the Higher Gobbledegook. 

Ruddminster System 

Previous comment has been offered here 
about the Australian evolution of the Westminster 
System. Kevin Rudd has taken it to a new level; 
he is not simply Prime Minister but, in a change 
indicative of his diplomat past, Prime Minister 
Plenipotentiary (PMP). 

The title is undeniable after his initial swing 
through world capitals, faultless except for his 
gesture to President George W Bush that mixed 
salute, forelock tug and hurroo-mate-you've-had-it. 

Add his rebuke to China's Marxist Mandarinate, 
aptly in Mandarin, about human rights abuse in 
Tibet and the title fits him like an ironbark fist in 

a roo-skin glove. Naturally 

Post 9/11/01, however, 
and ensuing trials, civil 
libertarians have rallied 
to the system as if it were 
perfect. For them it is more 
than adequate to tackle 
an Islamist global terror 
campaign that has no truck 
with the rubrics: 'It's a fair 
cop, gu'vnor' and 'Do the 
crime. Do the time: 

Going Backwards? 
he will reinforce the title by 
further global swings. These 
will entail leaving domestic 
duties to Deputy Prime 
Minister Julia Gillard. 

The system's inadequacies, 
as Whitton demonstrates, 
go back a long way. At the 
risk of duplicating a master, 
your correspondent offers 
the following example of 
Co=on Law double-think: 

'Why should he have law 
who would not that others 
should have any? We indeed 
give law to h'ares and deer 
because they are beasts 

'Freedom of the press is a 
fundamental value of democracy. 

Unfortunately, in the Arab-Muslim world 
newspapers write, for. the most part, 
what the government wants. They 
are free to write only about secondary 
issues. But the disproportionate reaction 
of the Islamic world to the caricatures 
can help the West understand that 
ethical and religious values exist and 
need to be safeguarded. This applies 
equally to Muslims, Jews and Christians. 
The only limit to be placed on Freedom 
is determined by respect for the other, 
and for what he holds dear. Because 
the West no longer sees the religious 
dim'ehsion as basic to' man, it is'inoving 
backwards rather than forwards'. 

- Father Samir Khalil Samir SJ, of the 
Russicum, Rome, and the University 
pf St Joseph, Beirut, and Director of 

CEDRAC - The Centre for Arab-Christian 
Documentation and Reseach. Quoted 

Goniere de/Ja Sera Febbraio 7, 2006 p.2. 

Domestic duties. Now 
there's an ominous phrase. 
How long will a woman like 
Julia Gillard, in a political 
marriage of convenience, 
put up with such duties 
before she shows the PMP 
the dirty dishes in the 
kitchen sink? 

Weather Orthodoxy 

Gallileo is name linked 
to the Vatican like a 
rusty cliche, symbolising 
religious intransigence 
blinking before scientific 
enlightenment. Rivals in 
science, it needs to be 
said, can be equivalently of chase. But we give none to wolves or foxes, 

wherever they are found, because they are beasts 
of prey: 

The speaker? Oliver St John (a surname not 
unknown later in Australian legal circles). In 1641, 
during a prelude to the English Civil War, he was 
on his feet taking part in the parliamentary process 
that led to the execution of the royalist Thomas 
Strafford. 

intransigent. No need to go back to Trofim 
Lysenko, who, as director of Genetics at the Soviet 
Academy of Sciences until 1965, sought to ban the 
proven, Vatican-backed work of the 19th century 

No angel Strafford, particularly in Ireland. 
Yet Richelieu, speaking from the context of the 
European inquisitorial (read truth-seeking) system, 
may have had the right of it in saying: 'The English 
were so foolish they killed their wisest man: (See 
Cromwell by John Buchan). 

Possible to pass this off as antediluvian until you 

Catholic priest-botanist , Gregor Mendel. 
Already scientific debate on the hypothesis 

of global warming has an instant orthodoxy 
which seeks to exclude contra argument.Your 
corresponent is prepared to eat his ugg boots 
(stewed in plonk) when the warming supervenes. 
.Meanwhile he notes that choosing economists 
to lead the search for solutions such as carbon 
trading betokens a credulity beyond that of the 
most superstitious pagan. 

The work of economists is catastrophically 
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evident in the market place. Do we want it to 
spread to the biosphere? Solutions will come from 
true scientists: climatologists, working with experts 
in alternative energy sources including clean-coal. 

Possibly as part of the instant orthodoxy, 
references to the sun's major effect on weather 
are rare to non-existent in print, radio and 
television bulletins. Audiences able to deal with 
the Southern Oscillation Index could surely cope 
,vith the Sunspot Activity Index. Over to you Mike 
Bailey. 

And whatever happened to the smokeless 
fuel developed by the British Coal Board in the 
1950s, fuel that ended the kind of thick fogs 
which sometimes threatened to immure your 
correspondent in the Manchester Press Club 
forevermore? 

Little Oz League 

who played rugby league in the place of its origin. 
(Disclosure: because of chronic socceritis, your 
correspondent was excused covering rugby league 
on The Yorkshire Evening News. By way of balance 
he later text-edited a number of sports histories, 
including league, for the enduring Lester imprint, 
Playright Publishing). 

Summit Vision 

Major oversights in organising the 2020 
Summit are on record: failure to take account of 
the Je\'lish Passover and the anomaly that some of 
the nation's finest were nominated as participants 
before they were invited. 

Minor by comparison: the summit date was 
not synchronised to allow for Annals Australasia 
lead times and for immediate full comment on 

the 40 ideas that emerged. 

Rugby League centenary 
celebrations could not be 
more glorious, involving 
Immortals and Team of the 
Century Selections ( each 
category not necessarily 
inclusive of the other, 
roughly like Knights of the 
Garter and Knights of the 
Thistle). 

Futility of Force 
All fantastic including 
a republic, a rejigged 
federation, a seamless 
business structure and 
moving the national capital 
to Alice Springs. 

This, however, is a minor 
paradox compared to a 
local, historical omission. 
So far the centenary has 
been celebrated in Sydney 
as if the code had sprung 
unaided from the brow 
of Dally Messenger. No 
mention of its origins in the 

C
ould anything have demonstrated
more completely the truth of 

[Rabbi] Akiba's teaching that intellect 
alone is powerful, and that violence is 
self-defeating? Had the Romans but 
been able to grasp this idea, had they 
realized that in using force to crush 
opposition they were training barbarian 
armies to rise against them and destroy 
them, had,their conversion to prophetic 
religion been thorough instead of 
superficial, what a different sequel their 
history might have had! 

- Louis Fihkelstein, Akiba, Scholar, Saint and 
Martyr, writing of the execution of the wise 
and s,iintly Rabbi Akiba [c.50-c. 135 AD] by 
the Roman Governor of Judaea at the time 
of the revolt [132-135ADl of the pseudo

Messiah Bar Kochbar. 

Only kidding on the 
latter but would you 
have guessed? Sadly no 
grand finale: the eminent 
conductor Glyn Davis 
cueing PMP Rudd and 
his Ginger Rogers, the 
lustrous Cate Blanchett, 
into a soft-shoe shuffle 
alongside a participants 
chorus, spin doctors in the 
wings prompting: 'There's 
no business like show 
business/No business 

north of England, specifically Lancashire, where 
Australian players have always gone for gold at 
the rainbow end of Wigan Pier. 

The parish-pump omission makes one wonder 
whether Rupert Murdoch invested in vain when 
he spent millions seeking to establish rugby league 
as a world code even against the Celtic-Rangers 
hegemony in Glasgow. 

except Kevprocessbiz./Everything about it is 
appealing/When you are stealing/That extra wow!' 

(With apologies to Isaiah - oops, sorry - Irving 
Berlin). 

Trivial point were it not for the centenary 
participation of two great names: Ian Heads, 
rightly deemed the code's foremost historian, and 
Gary Lester, the publisher who has yet to receive 
due credit for pioneering serious sports history in 
Australia. 

From another existence rises the name Billy 
Boston, representative, and not least, of the legends 

Doha Omen 

Glint of true light: a brief news item ( The 
Australian, St Patrick's Day) stating that thousands 
attended the consecration of the first Catholic 
Church in the Arabian Gulf state Qatar, ending 
decades of covert worship. The 2700-seat church 
was built on land donated by the Qatar emir, 
Sheikh Hamid Bin Khalifa Al-Thani, (upon whom 
be blessings). 

(c) Austral-Media Pty Ltd 2008 
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MOVIES 

Portraying pro-life values in a way that makes them attractive to children 

THAT HORTON MOVIE 

IS ACTUALLY PRETTY PRO-LIFE 

By COLIN MASON 

f blogs were written in ink, then a veritable tanker of it would have been spilled when the latest film 
expedition into the land of Dr. Suess, Horton Hears a Who, entered the world of cinema. Boasting an 
all-star voice cast and some relatively impressive computer animation, this updated version of the classic 
Seuss story retains the famous tagline: "A person's a person, no matter how small:' 

Pro-lifers demonstrated enthusiastically at the film's premiere (probably to the chagrin of the producers), 

� t; but the question remains: Is Hollywood's version of Horton, adapted from the work of the famously liberal
Seuss, really pro-life? 

In the words of the cartoon character Strong Bad: "Yes. Very yes:' 
Horton, a lovable, bumbling elephant from the mythical Jungle of Nool, happens upon a speck of dust, from which 

emanates minuscule voices. Horton discovers that an infinitesimal race of people, the Whos, live on the speck, and he 
befriends their mayor. The problem is that only Horton has ears sensitive enough to hear the voices of the tiny people, 
and the rest of the jungle animals mock and persecute him for his belief. In the end, however, the Whos are able to 
make enough of a clamor to prove their existence, and the entire jungle is converted. 

No really, that's what happens. 
Despite its blindingly obvious pro-life implications, the pro-abortion left has gone into major denial. The movie is 

anything but pro-life, they insist; it is really about intolerance, climate change, George Bush ... anything but abortion. 
For someone who has seen the film, these assertions are laughable. The producers of the film, intentionally or 

otherwise, packed it too full of pro-life possibilities. For instance, the mayor of Whoville has a fully functional family 
with (gasp) 97 children, all of whom he makes a point to spend time with. Horton speculates on what the future holds 
for Whos, including what legal rights they will have when the inhabitants of Nool recognize them as persons. 

The villain of the film is a disbelieving, persecuting Hillary Clinton-esque kangaroo, who works hard to ridicule 
mere possibility of life on the dust speck. She even goes so far as to shout that "if you can't see, hear or feel something, 
it doesn't exist!" 

Apparently, according to the film's producers and countless blogs, web sites and newspapers, none of this is enough 
to make the film "pro-life." 

Audrey Geisel, wife of the late Dr. Seuss and one of the producers of the film, loudly proclaims that she "doesn't 
like people to hijack Dr. Seuss characters or material to front their own points of view." Geisel is a long-time supporter 
of Planned Parenthood and insists that any pro-life reading of Horton Hears a Who is mere fabrication. 

Jessica Rogers of FilmSchoolRejects. com insists that Horton is merely a "cute message to teach children" about 
treating "others with respect, despite their differences." Mitcl1ell Warren of the Miami Poetry Review goes a step further 
and says, incredibly, that "the story could easily be dissected and used to fire up any point--a pro or anti-anything 
movie, depending on the viewer's perspective:' 

This is insulting to the intelligence of viewers like myself who think Horton's pro-life message is unmistakable. It 
probably also would have upset the opinionated and liberal Seuss, who undoubtedly would not write a book that he 
felt could "be used to fire up any point:' 

The real concern of the left is not one of interpretation. Rather, their concern is that this moYie, ,,i!.h its all-star 
cast, beautiful animation and warm humor, portrays pro-life values in a way that makes them artracri,·e ro children. 
The cause is presented in terms of personhood, not masked and distorted by political framing. Hon:on is friendly and 
humorous, and his tagline resonates on a deeply human level. It is his opponents who are narrow-minded, imolerant, 
and cruel. 

In other words, Horton makes being pro-life look good. The pro-abortion world can't stand to see children 
influenced in that way, and so it plugs its ears and sings "I can't hear you" as loud as it can. 

Take your children ( or grandchildren) to see Horton. Then show them a picture of an unborn baby and say: "A 
person's a person, no matter how small." 

ANNALS AUSTRALASIA 34 APRIUMAY 2008 



ISLAM 

Do not be efraid to q/firm the truth if Jesus to Muslims 

MY BAPTISMAL NAME 

IS 'CRISTIANO' 

EAR FRIENDS, I am 
particularly  happy 
to share with you my 
immense joy for this 
Easter of Resurrection 
that has brought me 
the gift of the Christian 

faith. I gladly propose the letter that 
I sent to the director of the Corriere 
della Sera, Paolo Mieli, in which I tell 
the story of the interior journey that 
brought me to the choice of conversion 
to Catholicism. This is the full text of 
the letter, which was published by the 
Corriere della Sera only in part. 

Dear Director, 
That which I am about to relate to 

you concerns my choice of religious 
faith and personal life in which I do not 
wish to involve in any way the Corriere 
della Sera, which it has been an horror 
to be a part of as deputy director "ad 
personam" since 2003. I write you thus 
as protagonist of the event, as private 
citizen. 

Yesterday evening I converted to the 
Christian Catholic religion, renouncing 
my previous Islamic faith. Thus, I 
finally saw the light, by divine grace -
the healthy fruit of a long, matured 
gestation, lived in suffering and joy, 
together with intimate reflection and 
conscious and manifest expression. I 
am especially grateful to his holiness 
Pope Benedict XVI, who imparted the 
sacraments of Christian initiation to me, 
baptism, confirmation and Eucharist, 
in the Basilica of St. Peter's during the 
course of the solemn celebration of the 
Easter Vigil. And I took the simplest and 
most explicit Christian name: "Cristiano'.' 
Since yesterday evening therefore my 
name is Magdi Crisitano AJ.lam. 

For me it is the most beautiful 
day of [my] life. To acquire the gift 
of the Christian faith during the 
commemoration of Christ's resurrection 

By Magdi Allam 

VATICAN CITY, MARCH 23, 2008. 

What follows is a translation of Magdi 

Allam's account of his conversion to 

Catholicism. The Muslim journalist was

baptized by Benedict XVI at Saturday's 

Easter Vigil Mass in St. Peter's Basilica. 

by the hand of the Holy Father is, 
for a believer, an incomparable and 
inestimable privilege. At almost 56 
[ ... ], it is a historical, exceptional and 
unforgettable event, which marks a 
radical and definitive turn with respect 
to the past. The miracle of Christ's 
resurrection reverberated through my 
soul, liberating it from the darkness 
in which the preaching of hatred 
and intolerance in the face of the 

"different," uncritically condemned as 
"enemy;' were privileged over love and 
respect of "neighbor," who is always, 
an in every case, "person"; thus, as my 
mind was freed from the obscurantism 
of an ideology that legitimates lies 
and deception, violent death that 
leads to murder and suicide, the blind 
submission to tyranny, I was able to 
adhere to the authentic religion of truth, 
of life and of freedom. 

On my first Easter as a Christian I 
not only discovered Jesus, I discovered 
for the first time the face of the true and 
only God, who is the God of faith and 
reason. My conversion to Catholicism 
is the touching down of a gradual and 
profound interior meditation from which 
I could not pull myself away, given that 

Politics of the 

Concealment of Women 

T
he

_ 
concealment of women had its opponents. In 1959 the prime minister,

Prince Daoud, shocked the population when he and his wife appeared 
on the nati_onal day, she without a burka. He had persuaded his brother 
to make his wife do the same, and he asked ministers to throw away their 
wives' burkas. As soon as the next day, in Kabul's streets, women were 
walking around in long coats, dark glasses, and a little hat, women who had 
previously gone out completely covere.d up. As the use of the burka had 
started among the upper classes, so they were the first to throw it off. The 
garnieht was now a status symbol among the poor, and many maids and 
servant girls took over the silk burkas of their employers. Initially it was only 
the ruling Pashtoon who covered their women, but now other ethnic groups 
took on the custom. But Prince Daoud wanted to rid the country of the burka 
completely. In 1961 a law was passed that forbade the use of the burka by 
civil servants. They were encouraged to dress in Western clothes. It took 
many years for the law to be implemented but in the 1970s there was hardly 
a teacher or secretary in Kabul who did not wear a skirt and blouse; the men 
wore suits. However, the underdressed women risked being shot in the legs 
or having acid sprayed in their faces by fundamentalists. When the civil war 
broke out and Islamic law took over, more and more women covered up. 
When the Taliban arrived, all female faces disappeared from Kabul's streets. 

- The Bookseller of Kabul by Asne Seierstad, Back Bay Books pp.90, 91 
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for five years I have been confined 
to a life under guard, with permanent 
surveillance at home and a police escort 
for my every movement, because of 
death threats and death sentences from 
Islamic extremists and terrorists, both 
those in and outside of Italy. 

I had to ask myself about the attitude 
of those who publicly declared fatwas, 
Islamic juridical verdicts, against me 
- I who was a Muslim - as an "enemy
of Islam," "hypocrite because he is a
Coptic Christian who pretends to be
a Muslim to do damage to Islam;' "liar
and vilifier of Islam," legitimating my
death sentence in this way. I asked
myself how it was possible that those
who, like me, sincerely and boldly called 
for a "moderate Islam," assuming the
responsibility of exposing themselves in
the first person in denoqncing Islamic
extremism and terrorism, ended up
being sentenced to death in the name
of Islam on the basis of the Quran.
I was forced to see that, beyond the
contingency of the phenomenon of
Islamic extremism and terrorism that
has appeared on a global level, the root 
of evil is inherent. in an Islam that is 
physiologically violent and historically
conflictive. 

At the same time providence brought 
me to meet practicing Catholics of good 
will who, in virtue of their witness and 
friendship, gradually became a point 
of reference in regard to the certainty 
of truth and the solidity of values. To 
begin with, among so many friends 
from Communion and Liberation, I 
will mention Father Julian Carron; and 
then there were simple .religious such 
as Father Gabriele Mangiarotti, Sister 
Maria Gloria Riva, Father Carlo Maurizi 
and Father Yohannis Lahzi Gaid; there 
was rediscovery of the Salesians thanks 
to Father Angelo Tengattini and Father 
Maurizio Verlezza, which culminated in 
a renewed friendship with major rector 
Father Pascual Chavez Villanueva; there 
was the embrace of top prelates of great 
humanity like Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone, 
Monsignor Luigi Negri, Giancarlo 
Vecerrica, Gino Romanazzi and, above 
all, Monsignor Rino Fisichella, who 
personally accompanied me im the 
journey of spiritual acceptance of the 
Christian faith. 

But undoubtedly the most 
extraordinary and important encounter 
in my decision to convert was that with 
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Pope Benedict XVI, whom I admired 
and defended as a Muslim for his 
mastery in setting down the indissoluble 
link between faith and reason as a 
basis for authentic religion and human 
civilization, and to whom I fully adhere 
as a Christian to inspire me with new 
light in the fulfillment of the mission 
God has reserved for me. 

Mine was a journey that began when 
at four years old, my mother Safeya - a 
believing and practicing Muslim - in the 
first in the series of "fortuitous events" 
that would prove to be not at all the 
product of chance but rather an integral 
part of a divine destiny to which all of 
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us have been assigned - entrusted me 
to the loving care of Sister Lavinia of the 
Comboni Missionary Sisters, convinced 
of the goodness of the education that 
would be imparted by the Catholic and 
Italian religious, who had come to Cairo, 
the city of my birth, to witness to their 
Christian faith through a work aimed 
at the common good. I thus began an 
experience of life in boarding school, 
followed by the Salesians of the Institute 
of Don Bosco in junior high and high 
school, which transmitted to me not only 
the science of knowledge but above all 
the awareness of values. 

It is thanks to members of Catholic 
religious orders that I acquired a 
profoundly and essentially an ethical 
conception of life, in which the person 
created in the image and likeness of 
God is called to undertake a mission 
that inserts itself in the framework of 
a universal and eternal design directed 
toward the interior resurrection of 
individuals on this earth and the whole 
of humanity on the day of judgment, 
which is founded on faith in God and 
the primacy of values, which is based 
on the sense of individ1.rnl responsibility 
and on the sense of duty toward the 
collective. It is in virtue of a Christian 
education and of the sharing of the 
experience of life with Catholic religious 
that I cultivated a profound faith in the 
transcendent dimension and also sought 
the certainty of truth in absolute and 
universal values. 

There was a time when my mother's 



loving presence and religious zeal 
brought me closer to Islam, which I 
occasionally practiced at a cultural level 
and in which I believed at a spiritual 
level according to an interpretation 
that at the time - it was the 1970s -
summarily corresponded to a faith 
respectful of persons and tolerant 
toward the neighbor, in a context - that 
of the Nasser regime - in which the 
secular principle of the separation of the 
religious sphere and the secular sphere 
prevailed. 

My father Muhammad was completely 
secular and agreed with the opinion 
of the majority of Egyptians who 
took the West as a model in regard to 
individual freedom, social customs and 
cultural and artistic fashions, even if the 
political totalitarianism of Nasser and 
the bellicose ideology of Pan-Arabism 
that aimed at the physical elimination 
of Israel unfortunately led to disaster 
for Egypt and opened the way to the 
resumption of Pan-Islamism, to the 
ascent of Islamic extremists to power 
and the explosion of globalized Islamic 
terrorism. 

The long years at school allowed me 
to know Catholicism well and up close 
and the women and men who dedicated 
their life to serve God in the womb 
of the Church. Already then I read 
the Bible and the Gospels and I was 
especially fascinated by the human and 
divine figure of Jesus. I had a way to 
attend Holy Mass and it also happened, 
only once, that I went to the altar to 
receive communion. It was a gesture 
that evidently signaled my attraction to 
Christianity and my desire to feel a part 
of the Catholic religious cornrimnity. 

Then, on my arrival in Italy at 
the beginning of the 1970s between 
the rivers of student revolts and the 
difficulties of integration, I went 
through a period of atheism understood 
as a faith, which nevertheless was also 
founded on absolute and universal 
values. I was never indifferent to the 
presence of God even if only now I feel 
that the God of love, of faith and reason 
reconciles himself completely with the 
patrimony of values that are rooted in 
me. 

Dear Director, you asked me whether 
I fear for my life, in the awareness that 
conversion to Christianity will certainly 
procure for me yet another, and much 
more grave, death sentence for apostasy. 

You are perfectly right. I know what I am 
headed for but I face my destiny with 
my head held high, standing upright 
and with the interior solidity of one 
who has the certainty of his faith. And 
I will be more so after the courageous 
and historical gesture of the Pope, who, 
as soon has he knew of my desire, 
immediately agreed to personally impart 
the Christian sacraments of initiation to 
me. 

His Holiness has sent an explicit 
and revolutionary message to a Church 
that until now has been too prudent in 
the conversion of Muslims, abstaining 
from proselytizing in majority Muslim 
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countries and keeping quiet about the 
reality of converts in Christian countries. 
Out of fear. The fear of not being able 
to protect converts in the face of their 
being condemned to death for apostasy 
and fear of reprisals against Christians 
living in Islamic countries. Well, today 
Benedict XVI, with his witness, tells us 
that we must overcome fear and not be 
afraid to affirm the truth of Jesus even 
with Muslims. 

For my part, I say that it is time to put 
an end to the abuse and the violence of 
Muslims who do not respect the freedom 
of religious choice. In Italy there are 
thousands of converts to Islam who live 
their new faith in peace. But there are 
also thousands of Muslim converts to 
Christianity who are forced to hide their 
faith out of fear of being assassinated 
by Islamic extremists who lurk among 
us. By one of those "fortuitous events" 
that evoke the discreet hand of the 
Lord, the first article that I wrote for 
the Corriere on Sept. 3, 2003 was 
entitled "TI1e new Catacombs of Islamic 
Converts." It was an investigation of 
recent Muslim converts to Christianity 
in Italy who decry their profound 
spiritual and human solitude in the face 
of absconding state institutions that do 
not protect them and the silence of the 
Church itself. Well, I hope that the Pope's 
historical gesture and my testimony will 
lead to the conviction that the moment 
has come to leave the darkness of the 
catacombs and to publicly declare their 
desire to be fully themselves. If in Italy, 
in our home, the cradle of Catholicism, 
we are not prepared to guarantee 
complete religious freedom to everyone, 
how can we ever be credible when we 
denounce the violation of this freedom 
elsewhere in the world? I pray to God 
that on this special Easter he give the 
gift of the resurrection of the spirit to all 
the faithful in Christ who have until now 
been subjugated by fear. Happy Easter 
to everyone. 

Dear friends, let us go forward on the 
way of truth, of life and of freedom with 
my best wishes for every success and 
good thing. 

Source: Zenit.org <http://www.zenit.org>. An 
abbreviated form of this account appeared as a 
letter to Paolo Mieli, the director of the Italian 
newspaper Corriere della Sera. Allam is the paper's 
deputy director. The Italian version of the complete 
text is available at magdiallam.it <http://www. 
magdiallam.iC>. 



MORALITY AND WAR 

Can resort to war on the part ef a community ever be justifi,ed? 

CHRISTIAN CULTURE AND WAR 

N HIS THOUGHTFUL 
and provocative article 
on The Church as Culture 

(Annals 2008-2), Robert 
Wilk.en argues that modern 
Western culture is rooted in 
Christianity but that, being 

under constant stress from the impact 
of modern secularism, the Church needs 
to recapture its rightful place in Western 
civilisation. 

Discussion of the role of Christian 
culture in warfare may seem 
extraordinary, even sacrilegious, yet the 
teaching of the Church has been central 
to many aspects of warfare over many 
centuries. War, of course, can seem 
to be the total antithesis of Christian 
teaching and practice but the Church, 
in its wisdom, accepts that war is 
sometimes inevitable, perhaps even in 
some circumstances necessary. From the 
time of St Augustine through St Thomas 
Aquinas to the modern Catechism o/ the 
Catholic Churclz., the Church has taught 
consistently that resort to war on the 
part of a community can be justified if 
certain circumstances exist. 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church 
sets out the five Just War principles very 
clearly in article 2309 which states in 
esserice that a decision to go to war is 
the responsibility of government; that 
the threat by an aggressor must be 
lasting, grave, and certain; that there is 
no alternative means of resisting that 
aggression; that resistance must be 
assessed as likely to be successful; and 
that the resort to war must not produce 
greater evils and disorder. 

These are the conditions that 
determine what is commonly referred 
to as the jus ad bellum, the justification 
for going to war. They are matters 
for considered judgment on the basis 
of information that is not normally 
available to the ordinary individual 
and the Church will rarely make its 
own dogmatic judgement. The real 

By Michael O'Connor

difficulty is that the principles call for a 
high degree of certainty where certainty 
rarely exists. 

More demanding for the individual 
soldier at any level is the jus in hello, 
the justification of individual and 
corporate behaviour in war. This is 
an extraordinarily difficult field that, 
for example, should challenge the 
conscience of every individual Christian 
member of the armed forces of any 
country, whether that individual is 
a soldier in immediate contact with 
an enemy or a senior politician or 
commander giving orders to his troops. 

In ancient warfare, where combat 
tended to be between individuals at 
close quarters, the core issue tended to 
be that of survival, even at the enemy 
soldier's expense. In modern times with 
more lethal weapons that are effective 
at sometimes great distances and with 
an often indiscriminate effect, the issues 
are much more complex. 

From the late 19th century, Western 
countries attempted to codify war 
fighting so as to exclude such weapons. 
Despite these attempts in the several 
Hague and Geneva Conventions, and 
more recently under the aegis of the 
United Nations, various governments 
either ignored what are today known 
as the Laws of Armed Conflict or 
worked to develop capabilities that 
were not covered by the laws. Space 
does not permit any detailed discussion 
but classic examples would include 
unrestricted submarine warfare or 
indiscriminate area bombing of civilian 
targets. 

Perhaps the most central element of 
the laws is that targets must be identified 
as legitimate hostile combatants before 
they can be attacked and that the 
so-called collateral damage must be 
avoided. Even with today's precision 
weapons, these conditions can rarely be 
met. 

The central problem posed by 
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these laws is that any attempt to codify 
behaviour tends to encourage people 
to find ways around the law if it is 
not based upon a more solid moral 
foundation. The value of Western culture 
and the Christian teaching from which it 
is derived is that stress is placed upon 
individual conscience to drive personal 
behaviour. Thus every soldier is always 
subject to a judgement superior to any 
human demands. 

In many of today's conflicts, especially 
those against non-state enemies such 
as terrorists or against countries whose 
adherence to the laws is at best nominal, 
the challenges for commanders and 
troops can be extremely difficult. For 
example, it is common in insurgent 
warfare for hostile combatants to use 
innocents as human shields. 

On the other hand, the individual 
soldier has a duty to himself, his 
comrades and those whom he is 
sworn to defend. Making the right and 
moral decision will be based upon his 
training and the doctrine on which that 
training is based. But if the doctrine is 
informed merely by a legal code rather 
than a sound moral imperative, he faces 
spiritual and temporal risks. 

Atrocities carried out by individual 
soldiers will occur, one should hope, 
rarely but also inevitably. These 
generally derive from severe stress and 
in a context of inadequate training. 
Regrettably and inexcusably, some have 
originated from manifestly unlawful 
orders of a superior officer. 

Partly as a result of the principles laid 
down in the war crimes trials after World 
War II, the Laws of Armed Conflict which 
bind all Australian military personnel 
make such acts a personal responsibility. 
No soldier may claim obedience to 
orders as a justification for illegal acts 
and every soldier has the right to refuse 
to obey an illegal order. 

The fundamental difficulty for the 
soldier is that such disobedience casts 



upon him the responsibility to prove 
that the order was illegal in the first 
instance. Demonstrating that an order 
was immoral, however, does not mean 
that it was illegal. 

There are many examples from 20th 
century history of how individuals met 
those challenges. Two which come 
to mind are the German submarine 
commander, conscripted from a Catholic 
seminary, who, at the risk of his own 
life, refused orders to sink a ship loaded 
with refugees. Later that commander 
served in Australia for many years as a 
much revered bishop. 

The other, another German, was the 
devout Catholic Colonel Klaus Graf 
von Stauffenberg, who carried out the 
failed assassination attempt on Adolf 
Hitler. Was this a legitimate act or was 
it attempted murder? Stauffenberg 
seemingly had no doubt, but even the 
current laws would tend to treat the act 
as attempted murder and treason. 

Which brings us back to the issue 
of Christian culture and the way 
in which it moderates - or should 
moderate - the way in which warfare 
is conducted by governments, by 
military commanders and by individual 
soldiers. The overriding difficulty is 
the near impossibility of judging the 
consequences of a decision to go to war, 
a decision by a commander to use a 
particular weapon system at a particular 
time and place, or a decision by a soldier 
to act against an immediate threat in a 
situation which is unclear. 

The certainties that the Catechism 
seeks will rarely be apparent and any 
war is above all a constantly changing 
contest of wills. There will always be 
plenty of lawyers and academics to 
question the decision with the benefit 
of hindsight but that is not especially 
helpful. More particularly, the constant 
development of the Laws of Armed 
Conflict can be helpful but changes are 
normally made after the event. Training 
is important but training in the laws 
themselves will be of limited value if 
the laws are not underpinned by sound 
ethics which I interpret as the Christian 
teaching that the modern West tends to 
have cast aside. 

Michael O'Connor is a former President of the 
Australian Defence Association. He was a patrol 
officer [lciap] in Papua New Guinea. He also served 
in the Royal Australian Navy as an intelligence 
officer. 
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A Secret 
(Un Secret) 

Many movies. Few classics. This 
1s one. In it, director Claude Miller, 
working from Philippe Grimbert's novel 
and script, gives us memories of an 
extended Franco-Jewish family. 

The amalgam of novel and film is 
art of the highest order from life. The 
narrator, Francois, is played as a child 
by Valentin Vigourt and as an adult 
by Mathieu Almaric, incomparable 
except in the company of other family 
members played by Cecile de France, 
Patrick Bruel, Ludivine Sagnier and 
Julie Depardieu. 

All recreate the assurance of people 
able initially to ignore the dangers 
that come with the World War II, Nazi 
occupation. By the time they decide 
on moving to unoccupied Vichy 
France, emotional fissures and sexual 
entanglements have developed and the 
risks have intensified. 

Miller uses death-camp archival 
footage to formidable effect. Yet it 
it is by one, brief, totally cinematic 
moment of his own that he conjures the 
desperate horror that overtook French 
Jews. 

His final sequence, mixing the names 
of the dead and memories, is both an 
account of a sin crying to heaven for 
vengeance and the requiem of a master 
film maker. Not to be missed. 

M*****NFFV 

Nim's Island 

Spectacular Queensland locations 
and an ingenious premise make 
directors Jennifer Flackett and Mark 
Levin's comedy thriller one for all ages 
that will be seen and seen again on 
party-time DVDs. 

Abigail Breslin stars in the title role 
as an intrepid cliild left by her sail-away 
father to fend for herself on an idyllic 
island, her only companions a troupe of 
animals led by a sea-lion. 

Flackett and Levin intercut brilliantly: 
Nim's father wrecked at sea, an hilarious 
sequence in which the animals help Nim 
repel boarders, an obnoxious cruise
liner group (surely not Australians?). 

Meanwhile in America, adventure 
story vyriter Alex Rover is persuaded 
to go to Nim's rescue by her fictional 
hero, who bears a remarkable likeness 
to Indiana Jones's kid brother. 

MOVIES 

By ]AMES MURRAY

Surprise, surprise, Alex Rover is not a 
bold guy but a shy gal and is played by 
Jodie Foster, enabling her to display her 
deft talent for comedy in enduring the 
hazards of rescuing Nim. 

Gerard Butler plays the double role 
of the Rover hero and Nim's father. Neat 
tricks all round. 

PG***SFFV 

The Counterfeiters 

Tense thriller combined with a 
morality play based on The Devil's

Workshop, an account of Operation 
Bernhard by a forced participant, Adolf 
Burger (still alive) and played in the 
movie by August Diehl. 

So many World War II operations. 
This one was outstanding even by 
F1emingesque standards; it was designed 
to debauch the currencies of Britain and 
America with forged pound and dollar 
notes, millions of them. 

Key to the operation was Salomon 
(Sally) Smolianoff (Karl Markovics) a 
Russian-Jewish artist who eschewed still 
lives for forgery, women and wine. 

Caught in all three, he is consigned 
as a criminal to Sachenhausen 
death camp but singled out by 
detective turned SS officer Friedrich 
Herzog (David Shiesow) to lead a 
counterfeiting kommando in the camp's 
special, life-enhancing section. 

From such vivid material, it would 
be difficult to make a dull movie. 
Writer/ director Stefan Ruzowitzky 
does not, mainly through Markovics, 
who makes of Smolianoff a grizzled, 
unkillable wolf with a grin like a 
hacksaw. 

What of Smolianoff in real life? Last 
heard of in the Argentine forging old 
masters not banknotes, doubtless to the 
relief of local bankers. 

MA15+***NFFV 

Cactus 

Not a botanical documentary but a 
spikey road movie in which a kind of 
reverse Stockholm Syndrome overtakes 
hired kidnapper John Kelly (Travis 
McMahon) in relation to his captive, 
pro-gambler Eli Jones (David Lyons). 
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Their vehicle is a red 1972 Ford 
Fairmont XA, their objective an 
unnamed, potentially fatal rendezvous 
in the Outback. 

Okay outback, shmoutback, Ford, 
shmord. Neverthless first-time writer/ 
director Jasmine Yuen-Carrucan does 
combine with her cinematographer 
husband, Florian Emmerich, to create 
brooding, swooping, endless-seeming 
vistas of threat. 

Comic relief takes the shape of a 
truckie, Thommo (Shane Jacobson), a 
relief that turns sinister. As executive 
producer, Bryan Brown generously gives 
first and second billing to the relatively 
unknown McMahon and Lyons. 

He plays a country cop. Tough? This 
guy would make a city cop jump out 
of his britches. The role is a cameo, a 
dead-eye cameo with a full-metal jacket 

M***NFFV 

Smart People 

Is an American campus movie; 
happily, however, not another high 
school campus with cute cheerleaders in 
envy-coloured leotards. Written by Mark 
Poirie, directed by Noam Murro, this 
is a serious university campus where 
Lawrance Wetherhold (Dennis Quaid), 
professor of English and grumpiness, 
tries to cope with being a widower. 

He is hindered as much as helped 
by his daughter Vanessa (Ellen ·Page), 
his son James (Ashton Holmes), his 
adopted brother Chuck (Thomas Haden 
Church) and a former student Janet 
(Sarah Jessica Parker) returned to tempt 
him to matrimony. 

To hear Quaid and Haden Church 
booming away at each other, ferries lost 
in a fog, is worth i:he price of admission. 
But it is the tiny Page, Nova Scotia's gift 
to the world, who gives the comedy its 
heart-start pummelling. She is at once 
charming and acerbic while displaying 
the timing of an angel dancing on 
the point of a needle-sharp comedy 
threaded with black and silver. 

M***NFFV 

Mongol 

Raw, mighty and long-running saga 
about the life and 12th century times 
of Temudgin, otherwise known as 
Genghis Khan, who forged the fabled 
Golden Horde from the warring tribes 
of the steppes to conquer the world as 
he knew it. 



Director Sergei Bodrov shot his saga 
in its historic locations and with his 
co-writer Arif Aliyev covers every aspect 
of Ghenghis Khan's life. 

The narrative drive is supercharged 
by the performance of Asano Tadannobu 
as the adult Genghis Khan and Khulan 
Chuluun as Borte, the love of his life. 

The battle scenes are ferocious, the 
plot line complicated. How ironic that 
the hero of such a life should have 
come down to us merely as the extreme 
right wing marker of conservatives like 
John Wayne, who made a jackass of 
himself playing the Great Khan in 
The Conqueror (1956). 

Smother 

Is a situation comedy that appears 
to have escaped to the big screen from 
the small dusty box in the corner where 
such comedies used to be kept before 
reality TV became the cheaper product. 

Director Vince di Meglio and his 
co-writer/producer Tim Rasmussen 
do their utmost if not their best. Diane 
Keaton chews the scenery to enliven her 
role as Marilyn who, bearing a clutch of 
pooches, erupts into the home of her 
son Noah (Dax Shepard) and his wife 
Clare (Liv 'fyler). 

There's a twist: Clare wants a child, 
Noah, out of work, does not. Make that 
a double twist: Gene (Ken Howard) 
pursues Marilyn his wife, aided by his 
scooter-born mother Helen (Selma 
Stern). Make that a triple twist: Noah 
and Clare are also dealing with her 
cousin Myron (Mike White). He is 
trying to write a schlock-horror movie. 
Make that a quadruple twist: White is 
in reality a script-writer whose stock in 
trade is weirdos. 

M**NFFV 

Miss Pettigrew 
Lives for a Day 

Noel Coward was the source of the 
showbiz story about learning lines and 
not bumping into the furniture. In this 
romantic comedy it's to the credit of 
Frances McDormand in the title role 
that she sets an example by not having 
multiple furniture collisions. 

The movie, set in London in the 
early days of World War II, is absolutely 
jam-packed with period stuff, making it 
production designer Sarah Greenwood's 
opus rather than director Bharat Naliuri's. 

Official 

Classifications key 

G: for general exhibition; PG: 

parental guidance recommended 

for persons under 15 years; 

M 15+: recommended for 

mature audiences 15 years and 

over; MA 15+: restrictions apply 

to persons under the age of 15; 

R 18+: Restricted to adults, 

18 years and over. 

Annals supplementary 

advice 

SFFV: Suitable For Family Viewing; 

NFFV: Not For Family Viewing. 

He and writers David Magee and 
Simon Beaufoy have retained enough 
of the spirit of Winifred Watson's novel, 
however, to put fizz and sparkle into the 
performances of McDormand, a drab 
governess, and Amy Adams, nightclub 
singer Delysia . 

The movie romps along, naughty 
but nice. Air-raid sirens sound. Bombs 
fall. And Delysia sings her way to true 
love so sweetly you'd swear Amy Adams 
was channelling Deanna Durban. Miss 
Pettigrew after a make-over which, it 
must be said, leaves her looking worse 
than she was, also finds romance. 

TBA****NFFV 

Then She Found Me 

April (Helen Hunt) has been adopted 
into a Jewish family. As her bio-clock 
clicks towards 40, her desire for a child 
of her own grows after she marries the 
younger Ben (Matthew Broderick). He 
opts out of the marriage. But not before 
a final encounter of the closest kind. 

Enough already? Not quite. Working 
from Elinor Lipman's novel, Helen 
Hunt as co-writer/ director weaves 
further complexities into the story-line: 
Bernice (Bette Midler) a low-rent, white 
version of Oprah Winfrey descends on 
her claiming she is her mother and that 
Steve McQueen was her father. 

The truth and/or falsity of the claims 
make for a witty comedy. Add romance 
with the arrival of Frank (Colin Firth) 
divorced father of two young children 
who attend April's kindy. 
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Predictably Bette Midler doesn't steal 
scenes; she smashes and grabs them. 
At one point she utters a blasphemous 
expletive that should've been deleted. 

M***NFFV 

Paris 

Not ooh-la-la Paris nor Paris the 
city of light. Director Cedric Klapisch 
deploys an elite cast to give us a rough 
diamond Paris of market stalls, abattoirs, 
bars and nightclubs set off against more 
prosperous areas. 

The magnetic core of the movie is 
Elize (Juliette Binoche) a single mother 
of three caring for her sick brother 
Pierre (Romain Duris) while thinking of 
a stall holder, Jean (Albert Dupontel). 

The measure of the cast's high talent 
range is Fabrice Luchini as Roland, a 
Sorbonne history professor trapped in 
a double cliche: a pop history television 
show and an affaire with an unconstant 
student Laetitia (Melanie Laurent). 

Minor reservation: a computer
animated dream sequence involving 
Roland's married, architect brother 
Phillipe (Francois Cluzet) appears on 
the movie's fine linen like a patch of 
Terylene ripped from a Pelaco shirt tail. 

MA***NFFV 

How She Move 

Patois title for an all dancing movie. 
Don't expect Fred Astaire and Ginger 
Rogers, however. The dancing is step
dancing, a version of the welly-boot jigs 
of South Africa's black gold miners with 
enough energy to light New York. 

Writer Annemarie Morais sets 
her story in a Jamaican immigrant 
community in Canada. Director Ian 
Iqbal Rashid gives full scope to the 
brillant Rutina Wesley as Raya Green 
who, in dancing with an all-male crew, 
sees a way onto tl1e yellow brick road. · 

M***NFFV 

Be Kind Rewind 

The temptation is to think of this 
madcap comedy as set somewhere 
between The Twilight Zone and Alice 
in Wonderland But its writer/director 
Michel Gondry is a Frenchman not 
subject to these influences. Whence his 
inspiration? Gondry's first efforts were 
rock-band promotional videos where 
jump cuts and non-sequiturs are part of 
the deal. 



Result a plot with quirks on its 
quirks. Hapless buddies Jerry (Jack 
Black) and Mike (Mos Def) working in 
a run-down video store in Passaic, New 
Jersey inadvertently destroy the movies. 

Panic-stricken they have to remake 
them before the return of the store's 
owner Mr Fletcher (Danny Glover). 

Okay, a one-off gag inflated like 
bubble gum to improbable dimensions. 
Nonethelss the pop of the final sequence 
is worth the wait. 

PG***SFFV 

The Other Boleyn Girl 

Yet another Tudor movie as authentic 
as a pink McMansion with a black, 
plasti-timber facade. It strongly suggests 
the genre is costume driven: costumes 
for one kitting out another like reach
me-downs in an extended family, an 
impression strengthened by its being a 
remake of a BBC TV series. 

Facile to compare director Justin 
Chadwick and scriptwriter Peter Morgan 
with Fred Zinnemann and Robert Bolt, 
the duo who contrived truthf ulness in 
the Thomas More biopic, A Man for All 
Seasonr. 

Scarlett Johannson and Natalie 
Portman, cast against type, are the Boleyn 
sisters Mary and Anne contenders for 
the favours of Henry VIII (Eric Bana). 

Anne gets the line: 'Love is of no 
value without power and position.' Now 
there's a feminist varition: Henry VIII 
was a trophy husband. 

In the hugger-mugger of family 
ambition and court politics, Lady 
Elizabeth Boleyn (Kristin Scott Thomas) 
provides a rational voice. 

But it is Ana Torrent, playing Henry's 
true wife, Katherine of Aragon, whose 
brief, pure intensity creates a sense of 
virtue betrayed by evil. 

These historical movies contain 
problems of interpretation for the 
Catholic Church but greater problems 
for the Anglican Church. How, even 
compared to a long list of eccentric 
church founders in the USA and 
elsewhere, to cope with a sovereign nut 
and serial womaniser like Henry VIII? 

No wonder Disestablishmentarianism 
became a force only to halted by 
Antidisestablishmentarianism (a word 
your reviewer has long wished to use in 
copy). 

M***NFFV 

Drillbit Taylor 

Sometimes it seems that America's 
high-school system has inspired more 
movies than all its wars, including its 
Civil War. Here comes another one as 
welcome as a reheated hamburger in a 
school cafeteria. 

Director Steven Brill and writers 
Kristofor Brown and Seth Rogan 
project three nerds: chubby Ryan ('froy 
Gentile), skinny Wade (Nate Hartley) 
and tooth-braced Emmit (David 
Dorfmann) bullied by hardnut Filkins 
(Alex Frost). 

Instant karate is not an option. So 

America Post 
George W. Bush 

T
HE LITTLE way, the way of 

love, is not the path to follow 

if you want to end Up at, say, 16(:)0 

Pennsylvania Avenue, but why in 

the world would any Christian want 

to live there? Again, Dorothy Qay 

explains this better than I can. "Why 

localism?" she asks. "For some·-of 

us anything else is extravagant; it!s 

unreal; it's not a way of life we wahf 

to live. There are plenty of others 

who want that life, living in corridors 

of power, influence, money, making 

big decisions that affect big numbers 

of people. We don't have to follow 

these people, though; they have 

more would-be servants - siaves, I 

sometimes think - than they know 

what to do with. We don't happen 

to believe that Washington D.C. 

is the moral capital of America ... 

We would like to see more small 

communities organizing themselves, 

people talking with people, people 

caring for people ... We believe we 

are doing what our founding fathers 

came here to do, to worship God 

in the communities they settled. 

They were farmers, they were 

craftspeople, they took care of each 

other . . . A lot of people ask me 

about the influence on our [Catholic] 

Worker movement, and they are 

right to mention the French and the 

Russian and the English writers, the 

philosophers and novelists, but some 

of us are just plain Americans whose 

ancestors were working people and 

who belonged to cities. 

- Bill Kauffman, 'Look Homeward, 
America: Following Chesterton and 

Dorothy Day Down the Little Way,' The 

Chesterton Review, xxxiii, fall-winter 
2007, p.�72. 
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they hire a bodyguard Drillbit (Owen 
Wilson). What happens when Drillbit, 
not an action man but an army deserter 
and general no-hoper, tries to earn his 
pittance is the movie's funny bone. 

PG***SFFV 

The Orphanage 
(El Orfanato) 

T he opening credits are 
superimposed on layers of wallpaper 
being stripped away: director Juan 
Antonio Bayona and his scriptwriter 
Sergio G Sanchez's metaphor for the 
revelations of their movie. 

It concerns a successful woman 
Laura (Belen Rueda) returning to 
a dilapidated orphanage intent on 
transforming it into a modern home for 
mentally disabled children, one redolent 
of the happiness she knew as an orphan 
child. 

She is accompanied by her husband 
Carlos (Fernando Cavo) and son Simon 
(Roger Princep ). It is through the latter's 
inward eye that we become aware of 
past macabre events that emerge in his 
seemingly fantastic tales and not so 
innocent games. 

Aurora (Geraldine Chaplin), a 
psychic, intervenes seeking clarification 
but succeeds only in turning the screw, 
the phrase being deliberate since 
Bayona echoes the spirit if not the letter 
of the Henry James masterpiece on the 
reality of evil. 

Bayona's cast is peerless, his approach 
too subtle for the cliche of overbearing 
nuns. The orphanage was a state 
institution, its horror civil. Thus when 
Simon's games go wrong, the ending is 
more shocking than any prop corpse. 

MAlS+***NFFV 

St Trinian's 

In the dual role of headmistress and 
male parent, Rupert Everett drives - or is 
that drags? - this rehash of the comedy, 
based on the illustrations of ex-Changi 
prisoner of war, Ronald Searle and the 
British panto. 

Other stalwarts of mortage-belt 
acting such as Colin Firth join Everett 
on the helter-skelter. Arch is the word. 
It can be seen as symptomatic of the 
decadence of the movie art/industry; 
remakes tend to be worse than 
originals. 

M**NFFV. 
(c) Austral-Media Pty Ltd 2008



Ptease ,el� P'<>OF aAcl 0�J;lressed 

YQu.ilil attend Wa,r,ls, Veutb, D:ay 2608 
The Catholic charity Aid to the Church in Need (ACN) will be assisting up 
to 100 youth from Sudan, Myanmar (formerly Burma) and other poor and 
oppressed countries, attend World Youth Day (WYD) in Sydney, 15 - 20 July 
2008. Without financial assistance, youth from these poor and oppressed 
countries, would not be able to respond to the Pope's invitation for all youth 
of the world to attend WYD. 

ACN sponsored the youth delegation, pictured left, to WYD in Cologne 
2005. These young people from Sudan returned home and spread the 
good news of their meeting. 

James Shawish will never forget the words of the Holy Father. "He 
encouraged us to feel united with God, our country and the world at large. 
He urged us to go and proclaim what we had heard to our friends, to their 
families and to share what we had experienced when we were together as

l' brothers and sisters from all over the world." 

Join us in Prayer with the Pope and 

for the success of World Youth Day 
Anyone able to help this cause will be sent a complimentary Papal Rosary 

of Pope Benedict XVI, and a Holy card with a prayer for World Youth 
Day. We ask you to join the Holy Father and the Catholic community in 
prayer for the success of this unique and faith filled event. 

To send yo'ur donation please fill out the coupon below and tick the 
box* if you would like to receive the complimentary Papal Rosary and 
prayer card. . , . . , ., . , 
-----------------------------------

GD 
Help Poor and Oppressed Youth attend World Youth Day 2008
Aid to the Church in Need, PO Box 6245 Blacktown DC NSW 2148 
Phone/Fax No: (02) 9679-1929 E-mail: info@aidtochurch.org Web: www.aidtochurch.org 

I/We enclose a donation of$ .............. to help Youth from Poor and Oppressed countries attend World Youth Day 2008 

DYes please send me the Papal rosary and Holy card* 
I enclose a cheque/money order payable to Aid to the Church in Need OR please debit my Visa or Mastercard: 

□□□□ □□□□ □□□□ □□□□ 
Expiry Date __ / __ Signature .................................... . 

BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE 

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Sr/Rev ......................................... . 

Address ..................... .................................... . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Postcode ......... . 

Phone ....................... Email .............................. . 

Any SW'])IUS donations we receive will be used for the youth apostolate in those countries where the Church is persecuted or suffering. 
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Four Hundred and One New 

Priests in US in 2008 

PRIESTS IN THE United States are 
as varied as the country in which they live 
- some are past retirement age, others
were not born Catholics, and others have
sought the priesthood after other careers or 
vocations. 

'The Class of 2008: Survey of Ordinands 
to the Priesthood" was performed by the 
Georgetown University-based Center for 
Applied Research in the Apostolate. The 
annual survey was prepared for the U.S. 
bishops' Secretariat of Clergy, Consecrated 
Life and Vocations. 

"We are blessed with the enthusiasm the 
newly ordained will bring to the mission of 
the Church;' said Cardinal Sean O'Malley, 
chairman of the bishops' Committee on 
Clergy, Consecrated Life and Vocations. 
"We pray that through their good work and 
example more men will generously respond 
to the Lord's call to serve as priests:' 

The report reflects a response rate of 
approximately 840/o of the 401 potential 
ordinands reported to CARA. These 335 

ordinands include 242 for the diocesan 
priesthood and 77 for the religious 
priesthood. Another 16 ordinands did not 
specify whether they were being ordained 
to diocesan or religious priesthood. 

Some of those to be ordained have 
unique histories: Hai Due Din, 46, of the 
Diocese of Davenport, Iowa, spent a year in 
a Vietnamese labor camp. 

Doctor Martin Laird, 40, of the Diocese 
of Alexandria, Louisiana, comes to the 
priesthood after a medical career. Kevin 
Bauman, 47, of the Diocese of Fort Wayne
South Bend, Indiana, is a former vice 
chairman of the Romance Language 
Department at the University of Notre Dame. 

David Link, 72, of the Diocese of Gary, 

Indiana, is a former dean of the University 

of Notre Dame Law School and a widower. 
He heard the call to priesthood through 
prison ministry. 

For some, religious service is a family 
affair. Thomas Niehaus, 30, of the Diocese of 
Winona, Minnesota, has two brothers who 
are priests and a sister in the Schoenstatt 
movement. 

Some of the 2008 class began their 
journey in another denomination. Mark 
Barr, 29, grew up as an Episcopalian and 
converted to Catholicism in college. Jeffrey 
Wharton, 38, a former Episcopalian minister, 
is being ordained for the Diocese of Santa 

Fe, New Mexico. Brandon Jones, 37, of the 
Diocese of Charlotte, North Carolina, has 
an identical twin brother, Chandler, who is 

The conference will focus on the enduring value and relevance of Chesterton's thought, espe
cially in the light of the centenary of publication in 2008 of Orthodoxy and The Man Who Was 
Thursday. 

A special focus will be Chesterton's writings on Australia and the impact of his thought on 
Australian political and social history. 

The gathering is jointly sponsored by the Australian Chesterton Society and the G.K. Chester
ton Institute for Faith & Culture at Seton Hall University (USA). 

Speakers include: 
Sheridan Gilley 
Australian scholar, Emeritus Reader in Theology, 
Durham University. 

Thomas Storck 
American writer on Chesterton, Board Member, 
Chesterton Review 

Race Mathews 
Adjunct Professor, Faculty of Business and Law, 
Deakin University 

Colin Jory 
Canberra teacher, author of The Campion Society 

Karl Schmude 
President of the Australian Chesterton Society 

Venue: Campion College Australia 

Austin Woodbury PI 

Old Toongabbie NSW 2146 

Cost: $185 (Conference dinner 

optional and a separate charge) 

Accommodation: Available if required 

at nearby motels. 

. F9r fu�(ljer in(11q:nati,on, <;ontac�: 
Kilt! Schmude 

kschmude@northnet.com.a\l 
Pb: 0407 721 458 

2008 CHESTERTON CONFERENCE APPLICATION 

Register your interest in attending the Conference, and receiving a program, by sending a 
deposit of $25 (non-returnable), with this form, to: 

Mr Ray Finnegan, Secretary/Treasurer, 13 Fossey St, Holder ACT 2611 

NAME ________ _ _ ____________ _ 

ADDRESS __________ _  �---------- -- --

PHONE _ _ _ _ _ _ _____ _  EMAIL ________ ___ _ 

an Anglican minister. Both were raised as 
Southern Baptists. 

The average age is 36 for newly ordained 
diocesan priests and 39 for newly ordained 
men in religious orders. About 300/o of new 
priests are between 25 and 29 years of age. 
About 390/o are in their thirties. 

About one-third of this year's new priests 
were born outside the United States, with 
the largest numbers coming from Mexico, 
Vietnam, Poland and the Philippines. The 
percentage of foreign-born is nearly the 
same in 2008 as in 2007 but has increased 
from the 220/o reported in 1999. 

Asian/Pacific Islander/Native Hawaiian 
ordinands are over-represented among 
diocesan and religious order priests, 
relative to their proportion of the U.S. adult 
Catholic population, while Hispanic/Latinos 
are somewhat under-represented. Asians/ 
Pacific Islanders constitute 30/o of U.S. 
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Catholics overall but are 120/o of responding 
ordinands. By contrast, Hispanics/Latinos 
constitute approximately 350/o of U.S. adult 
Catholics but only 160/o of responding 
ordinands. 

The ordinands identified a total of 
31 countries of origiIL 

Most ordinands have been Catholic since 
birth, although close to one in ten (9%) 
became Catholic later in life. 

Half of responding ordinands (510/o) 
attended a Catholic elementary school. 
Ordinands are somewhat more likely than 
other U.S. Catholic adults to have attended 
a Catholic high school and they are much 
more likely to have attended a Catholic 
college. 

The youngest ordinand is 25 and the 

oldest is 76. Five ordinands are being 
ordained to the priesthood at age 65 or 
older. 



CATHOLIC LIFE 

The 500-year-old Corps thanked far 'Serving the Servant of the Servants of God' 

BENEDICT XVI GREETS 

HIS SWISS GUARDS 

ENEDICT XVI has 
praised the Swiss 
G u a r d  for t h e i r  
commitment to serving 
God by serving the 
V icar of Christ. The 
Pope spoke to thirty

three new recruits of the guard on 
Monday May 5, accompanied by their 
families and other members of the 
corps. The new recruits were sworn in 
on Tuesday May 6. 

May 6 is the traditional swearing-in 
day for new recruits of the Pontifical 
Swiss Guard because on that day in 
1527, some one hundred and fifty 
members of the Swiss Guard lost 
their lives during the sack of Rome, 
protecting Pope Clement VII and the 
Church from the onslaught of Emperor 
Charles V's troops. 

In the Holy Father's address, 
delivered in German, French and 
Italian, he pointed out how, five 
centuries after the foundation of the 
corps, 'the spirit of faith that encourages 
young Swiss to leave their beautiful 
land to come and serve the Pope in the 
Vatican remains unchanged: 

'The love for the Catholic Church 
remains the same, to which you bear 
witness, rather than with words, with 
your bodies, which - thanks to the 
characteristic uniforms - are easily 
recognizable at the entrance to the 
Vatican and to pontifical audiences; 
he added. 'Your historic uniforms 
speak [ ... ] of your commitment to serve 
God by serving the "servant of his 
servants'� 

Pope Benedict XVI called on the 
new recruits 'above all to assimilate this 
Christian and ecclesial spirit, which is 
the foundation and the motor of all the 
activities you will undertake.' 

'Always cultivate prayer and spiritual 
life, also by taking advantage of the 
crucial presence of your chaplain; 
he encouraged them. 'Be open, 

...... 

..:........ -.... � 
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WYD AND MASS WITH 
THE POPE 

There has been some confusion.,about , 

entry to the World Youth Day Final'Mass·at· 

Randwick Racecourse and Centennial Park 

on the morning of Sunday July 20. 

Please note - there is no charge to attend 

the final mass with Pope Benedict XVI (0r any 

Mass during World Youth Day). All Catholics, 

and indeed, all people of good-faith, are 

invited to be part of this wonderful and historic 

celebration with the Holy Father. 

If Randwick Racecourse is filled when you 

arrive, you will be directed to Centennial 

Park where large screens will be set up to 

accommodate another 200,000 people. Pope 

Benedict will come through Centennial Park 

in his Popemobile before entering Randwick 

Racecourse, so you will still see him in person 

if you are gathered there. 
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straightforward and loyal. Learn how to 
appreciate the differences of personality 
and character that exist among you, 
because under the uniform each one 
is a unique and irreplaceable person 
called by God to serve his Kingdom of 
love and peace.' 

The Swiss Guard, the Pope affirmed, 
'is also a school of life; and he noted 
how during their period of service in 
the Vatican 'many of your predecessors 
were able to discover their own 
vocation: to Christian marriage, to the 
priesthood, to consecrated life. This 
is a reason to praise God, but also to 
appreciate your corps: 

The Holy Father concluded by 
thanking all members of the Pontifical 
Swiss Guard for the 'generosity and 
dedication with which you work in 
the service of the Pope. May the Lord 
reward you and fill you with abundant 
heavenly fruits.' 

The thirty-three new recruits 
will be sworn in as members of the 
Pontifical Swiss Guards in the presence 
of members of the Roman Curia, 
diplomatic representatives and civil and 
religious authorities from Switzerland. 
Twenty will take their oath in German, 
eleven in French, one in Italian and one 
in Romansch. 

The Pontifical Swiss Guard was 
founded by Pope Julius II in 1506 as 
a stable corps, directly dependant on 
the Holy See. Its main duties were to 
guard the person of the Roman Pontiff 
and the Apostolic Palaces. 

To become a guard, one must be a 
Swiss Catholic male under the age of 
thirty, unmarried, over one hundred 
and seventy four cm (5' 8") in height 
and with a professional diploma or 
high school degree. The candidate must 
have attended Swiss military school. 
Guards live inside Vatican City. The 
minimum term of service is twenty-five 
months. 

Source: ZENIT 

- ---
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ost Sacred Heart of Jesus Who revealed to Saint Margaret Mary 

Alacoque Your desire to reign in Christian families, behold us 

· assembled here today to proclaim You to be the Head of our

y s our desire, in order to please you, to live in future with your

life, and to cultivate in our midst those virtues which You have promised

will bring us peace here below. We undertake to banish from our home the

spirit of worldliness against which You have warned us. May You reign over

our minds in the simplicity of our .Faith, and over our hearts by the fervent

love with which they burn for You. We will keep the flame of this love alive

by our frequent attendance at Mass and reception of Holy Communion.

Deign O Divine Heart, to preside over us whenever we are gathered

together, to bless our undertakings, both spiritual and temporal, to

banish our cares, to sanctify our joys and to comfort our sorrows. If ever

one or other of us should offend You, may we call to mind, 0 Heart of

Jesus, that You are the fountain C>f love and mercy for repentant sinners.

When the hour of our death arrives, when separation brings grief into our lives,

may we all - those who die and those who remain - be resigned to Your eternal

will. May we console ourselves with the thought that the day will come when our

entire family, reunited in Heaven, will sing forever of Your glory and Your mercy.

May Mary Immaculate and the glorious Patriarch St. Joseph, present this

Consecration to You and keep it ever present to our minds all the days of

our life.

ALL GLORY TO THE HEART OF JESUS, OUR KING AND OUR BROTHER. 

On this . day of . . .. .. in the year of our Lord . . .. . .. . .. We, the 

undersigned members of this family, by a solemn Act of Consecration, have enthroned the Sacred 

Heart of Jesus in our Home, and have dedicated to Him each member of our family, living or 

dead. 

The Family 

NB. The Consecration should be renewed anually on the Feast of the Sacred Heart, which should be observed as a Family Feast day. 

Missionaries of the Sacred Heart, Sacred Heart Monastery, Kensington NSW 2033 (02) 9662-7894. Imprimatur, George Cardinal Pell, Archbishop of Sydney Dec 20, 2006 


