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7?lessed are they

«J§)who give the flower of their days,
© and their strength of soul and body

to Him; blessed are they who

in their youth turn to Him

who gave His life for them.

Blessed are they who resolve

— come good, come evil, come

sunshine, come tempest,

come honour, come dishonour

— that He shall be their Lord

and Master, their King and God!

They will come to a perfect end,

and to peace at the last.

— John Henry Cardinal Newman, 1801-1890



God and the Non-believers

LEARNING FROM
DISBELIEF

URE, God could be an invention. Then again,

- absence of God could be an invention — by

scared and threatened people who are too

weak to follow His laws and are terrified of

judgement. Be careful with the notion that

knowledge means wisdom. 1930s Germany was

e __awua one of the most educated and sophisticated

cultures in human history. There are twits who do not believe,

geniuses who do, and vice versa. It signifies nothing. It was

popular among rationalist thinkers in the late 19th century

to assume that advances in textual analysis, archaeological

discovery and scientific breakthrough would disprove the Bible.

ot quite. Virtually every time we find out something new in
these field it supports rather than challenges Scripture.

What became apparent to me was that the opposition to faith
was as unappealing and bland as faith was appealing and
thrilling, I read, prayed and thought myself into faith more than
20 years ago. It was gradual but inevitable. Miracles occurred
but they need not have. I do not need a miracle to remind me
that water quenches my thirst. Christ was there in my life, with
me and in me and around me. Atheists showed me the way.
Cod bless the little devils.

Then, just recently, the tarnished old arguments from the flimsy
and trendy were re-published in new editions by the likes of
Christopher Hitchens and Richard Dawkins and we were all
supposed to run away and hide. So | read them. Then began to
laugh. It’s the emperor and his new clothes. Naked, quite naked.

Nothing new here. Nothing clever or challenging, either.

Busting with errors, hysterical, clumsy, nasty and obviously
incredibly frightened. Suddenly, 1 realize what’s going on. It’s
that God again, helping to strengthen my faith. “The best they
can do,” He’s saying, “is blast you with the ame old nonsense
they threw at you when you first thought of coming my way”
Clever old God. Must remember to thank Him next time on
my knees. Thanks for the non-believers, the God-hater , the
atheists and all of their kind. Yes, the greatest joke of all.

— Michael Coren, “Their disbelief is my strength, copyright © 2007 Navional Post.
He is a Canadian columnist, author, public speaker, radio host and televi ion talk
show host. He became a Catholic in 2004.
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EpiTORIAL

Critics should gtve some indication of the ‘measure’ t/zey are using

STANDARDS AND MOVIES

T was refreshing

recently to be asked for

‘the eriteria you usce’ in

judging a movie. Yo one

doubts that protocols,

principles, criteria and

laws must be followed

in maths and science, but these days

one is more likely 1o hear something

like, ‘Hey, man! What have rules and
criteria got to do with the “Arts™?

Criteria standards, rules,

principles, laws of a kind and

protocols according to which we

measure or evaluate whatever it is

we are judging. So our indignant

21* century protester is not wrong

in thinking that appealing to them

poses some threat to random. whim-

tilled, ‘value-free’ artistic expression.

are

By Paul Stenhouse, MSC

Whether or not critics or those in
the industry, are comfortable with
this, critics are evaluators, weighers,
measurers. And usually, to be fair to
the reader who - il wise - is going to
have to evaluate the evaluation, critics
should give some indication of the
measure they are using. And why.

It is stating the obvious to say
that criticism - whether of film, art,
music or literature — in our relativistic
society, is a hazardous occupation.
Critics themselves come in for a lot
of criticism. Much of it personal and
rarely objective.

Critics can flounder about in a
relativistic world of art and culture,
where we are conscious of almost
drowning along with our - often
subjective - standards in the political

Faith and
Understanding

ENUINELY and greatly esteem your ability to reason. For

while the Sacred Scriptures themselves give priority to faith
ahead of understanding in the wondrous things they recount,
nevertheless, if you have not understood them correctly the
Scriptures can be of little help to you. For all heretics who use
the Scriptures as their authority and appear to themselves to
be following them, are rather following their own erroneous
thinking. They are not heretics because they hold the Scriptures
in disdain. They are heretics because they do not understand

them.

[Intellectum vero valde ama; quia et ipsae Scripturae sanctae
quae magnarum rerum ante intelligentiam suadent fidem, nisi
eas recte intelligas, utiles tibi esse non possunt. Omnes enim
heretici, qui eas in auctoritate recipiunt, ipsas sibi videntur
sectari, cum suos potius sectentur errores; ac per hoc non quod
eas contemnant, sed quod eas non intelligant, heretici sunt.]

— St Augustine of Hippo [354-430 AD] Letter to Consentius, in Sancti Aurelii
Augustini Hipponensis Episcopi Opera Omnia, Migne Patres Latini, vol.xxxiii,
¢0l.459, 13. Translated by Paul Stenhouse.
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correctness of mercurial artistuc
‘values” We find ourselves bedazzled
by the multiplicity of angles from
which we can judge a work.

Before coming to critera, at least
three areas principally interest this
writer:

|1] Technique: Whatever else one
may say, the majority of mainstream
films these days is competently made.
High quality professional movie-
making techniques, with all their
technical subtleties and infinitesimal
variations, are a ‘given’. It is usually a
question of a director’s doing ‘better;
of pushing expertise beyond limits,
than of doing merely “well’. Most
directors have no excuse for poor
lighting, camera-work. sets or special
effects - because skilled technicians
who can supply these are readily
available: provided you have the
money.

[2] The viewer has a right 10 know
what the director intends the [ilm o
be and say. A youngish female TV
producer was being interviewed on
radio nort long ago and the interviewer
commented that the programmes she
produced bore out the adage that ‘art
reflects life” © ot at alll she retorted,
‘T make them because | want life to
reflect my art’

What the movie appearsto be saying
about politics, religion, individuals,
values, morality, is probably what it &
saying; and what the director wants
the viewer to believe and take away
from the screening. Films are seldom

just entertainment. They can be

propaganda tools, social engineering
devices and marketing exercises.
International and domestic political
and economic power brokers and
lobby groups all take a keen interest
in the medium. Not all religious or
social groups that employ film as a
promotional vehicle are benign.



|3] The effect on the viewer. This
follows from [2]. Not all viewers are
mature. Not all are well-educated,
with well-honed critical faculties that
will protect them from assaults on
their minds and beliefs. [f movies had
no effect on viewers. they would not
be made, though the contrary is still
asserted by some child-psychologists.
Richard Brinsley Sheridan,
commenting on lending libraries, begs
to differ. His words apply also and
especially to modern cinema and the
internet:

“Madam, a circulating library in

a town is as an evergreen tree of
diabolical knowledge: it blossoms
throughout the year, and depend
upon it ... they who are so fond of
handling the leaves will long for the
fruit at last.'

There are pharmaceutical standards,
and standards for storing and
preparing food. Testing how healthy
or toxic the cinema ‘fruit’ is can be an
onerous task.

As the writer is a Catholic priest,
he cheerfully declares this up front.
St Augustine tells us that “faith
has eyes™; and St Paul tells us that
‘reason’ too ‘has eyes™. Bearing that in
mind, when 1 see a film, whether for
review, or simply for enlightenment
or entertainment, I take my three sets
of eyes along 1o the screening, and
compare their findings.

Each of these separate ‘senses’ has
criteria special to itself which enable
an overall evaluation to be made that
should be fair, reasonable, and above
all open and honest about the work
that is being evaluated. fauh measures
the movie against criteria described
in detail by St Paul in Galatians 5,22.
Reason seeks truth, intelligibility and
logic in the movie, especially in what
it claims to be and do, and what it
actually is and does. 7ke luman eye
looks for the aesthetically satisfying,
and judges the skill and cunning with
which the movie achieves its aim.
The evaluations of all three ‘eyes’
are harmonised so that a balanced
critique can be given. No one expects
a non-believing or irreligious director
to satisfy the demands of faith, though
if these are not met, the reader has
a right to know. Reason, however,
can make legitimate demands of the
director; as can aesthetics.

A smouldering wick he will not extinguish..”

In his Name the
Gentiles Will Hope

wish to open my mouth, my brethren, to speak to you

concerning the exalted subject of humility. And | am
overcome with fear, like a man who realizes he has to
speak about God in the language of his own thoughts. For
humility is the adornment of the Godhead. By becoming
man the Word invested himself with it. With it he lived
bodily among us. And whoever is girded with it has
become in truth like the One who came down from his high
dwelling place and clothed his greatness and glory with
humility so that creation should not be consumed at the
sight of him. For creation would have been unable to look
at him if he had not taken humility upon himself and so
lived in its company. There would have been no encounter
with him. Creation would not have heard the words of his
mouth...

That is why, when creation sees a man clothed in the
likeness of its Master, it reveres and honors him like the
Master it saw, clothed in humility, living in its midst. Indeed.
what creature is there that is not moved at the sight of
the humble? Yet, so long as the glory of humility was not
revealed to all in Christ, this sight so full of holiness was
rejected. Now, however, his greatness has broken on the
world’'s eyes. It has been granted to creation to receive
the vision of its Creator through the mediation of a humbie
man. Hence the humble are not despised by anybody, not
even by the enemies of the truth. Because of it. anyone
who has learned humility is honored as though he wore
the purple and the crown.

— Saint isaac the Syrian (7th century), monk at Nineveh, then at Aosul in
present day Iraq. Ascetical discourses, 1st series no 20

Movie-making
progressing so fast that film is relying
less on skilled actors to get across
its message. Digitalised, computer-
generated characters and special
effects abound. We are witnessing the
merging and mutation of visual media:
film, internet and computer. Electronic
games, and hand-held computers with
access to the internet have invaded
homes and classrooms. The demise
of movie studios is not inconceivable

- with the consequent spectre of

low-budget and potentially poor
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technology is quality “films” distributed over the

internet with almost limitless access
to world markets. In this simation
humanity will have even greater need
of informed and courageous critics of
the visual media who will put their
skills at the disposal of the community,
and point the way forward for an
artistic medium whose potential for
good remains largely untapped.

1. Richard Brinsley Sheridan. The Rivals [1775).

2. Epistola cxx Migne PL vol.xxxiii col456, 8:
‘Habet namque fides oculos suos®

3. Ephesians 1.18: ‘the eyes of your undentanding.



CatHouIC LiFe

The life of a priest on the coral atolls of the Central Pacific

SICK CALLS ON KIRIBATI

CREY-HAIRED old

lady knocked on the

« door as | put my cup

of tea on the 1able

before going to bed.

She had only one

eye. She was worried

about her daughter who had had a
heart attack.

She took me to the far end of rthe
parish. ITer daughter - also with grey
hair - was sitting in a hut on the floor
between her young son who was
asleep and her husband. The pain had
doubled her up, and I asked whether
she wanted to go to confession and to
receive Holy Communion.

Then | asked if she wanted
to take her to the hospital, and she
agreed. The husband rolled up a mat
and a couple of pillows and climbed in
the back of the ute; one of the women
followed, grey hair and with only one
eye, so [ stood and waited for the sick

me

one.

| waited a long time, and a
neighbour brought me a cup of toddy.
and asked if I wanted something clse:
“No, I'm waiting for the sick woman,”
[ said. Then the husband climbed out
and brought a basin of food for the
stay in hospital. The neighbour came
back again and said: “The sick woman
is in the back of the ute” only then did
I realise that both mother and daughter
had only one eye.

At the hospital the nurses thought
that she was seriously ill, and while
they arranged 1o get her out of the ute,
[ gave her absolution; and she was at
peace.

The next night a phone call woke
me and [ was asked 1o visit another sick
woman. | put my glasses in my pocket,
and ook a big torch and the sick-call
kit

1 drove seven kms to the broken

bridge at Buota, took the bike out of

the ute and lifted it across the carth

By Albert Yelds, MSC

barricade, and over the bar that stopped
access to the bridge.

The bike kept slipping on the tilted
metal, and as | was carrying the torch
and the sick-call set in the other hand,
I was slipping too, until the angels
steadied me: fortunately they hadn’t
signed off for the night.

I rode the bike three kms over
a broken road, past houses with no
fences. just dogs. Some of the e chased
me, some just woke up and barked.

At the passage between the ocean
and the lagoon. | dropped the bike
among the concrete blocks of a sea
wall, and headed through the water to
a distant light.

I didn’t recognise this part of Abatoa,
so I woke a young man 1o lead me to
the catechist’s house. He had kept a big
fire burning, and was facing the water
expecting me to come by dinghy. But
the tide was low and if 1 had dragged
the boat to the water, the coral would
have holed the aluminium.

Against
Political
Correctness

O not conform

yourselves to this
age. Be transformed
by the renewal of your
mind, that you may
discern what is the
will of God, what is
good and pleasing and
perfect.

— St Paul, Letter to the
Romans, 12:2
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We walked north, past a young man
sleeping in the grass, drunk from sour
toddy.

The hut of the patient was lit up,
and crowded by friends who were
massaging her. The children had
crowded to watch a person dying. |
climbed onto rthe sleeping platform:
here was a woman whose husband had
left her these last six months. | gave
her all the sacraments of the dying, and
the people asked for Holy Communion
100, so that they could ask Cod tw help
her.

Afterwards the catechist and a friend
walked me to the passage, and led me
back into the water. But was tide was
pouring in, so at the half way point I
told them that it was safer to go back. |
did this but came out at a different part
of the sea wall, and began searching
through the bushes to find a landmark.

Fortunately the two men had been
watching my light, and they returned.
I told them where | had entered the
passage and they led me back there,
and we found the bike,

I had disturbed many people. and
then a car arrived - there were perhaps
only four cars left on this part of the
island when the bridge collapsed.

The driver set off for the bridge.
while the catechist hoisted the bike
above his head and waded into the
water to return home. It is waiting at his
house until | come back to say Mass.

Fxirer ALsert YELDs has been working among the
peeple of Kiribati for the past twenty years. Kiribati,
tormerly the Gilbert Islands. consists of three widely
scparated main groups of southwest Pacific istands:
the Gilberis on the equator, and the Line Islands
farther east. Qcean Island, producer of phosphates
until it was mined out in 1981, is also induded in
the 2 million square miles of ocean. Most of the
istands of Kiribati are low-lying coral atolls built on
a submerged voleanic chain and encircled by reefs.
The population in 2006 was 105.000. 55% of the
people are Catholie. The Missionaries of the Sacred
Heart have charge of the diocese, under Bishop Paul
Mea. MSC. Father Albert Yelds an Ausualian MSC
priest, has been there since 1989.
































































































































