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Spears 

Ji'ro,,, C<>v,.,., Mcmorj•I in 1J,c V•ticun grounds to the 
Frankish �•p<!ror CbnrJ"" the Creot. I le is holding a model 
of the hospice l,e founded iu AD 796 dn«, 111 Sr Pcter's for 

J>ilgrims visiting the tomb, of S, Pm0r and Paul. Underneath 
the· fignre [nor slu;,wnj is ,a ,�J"oll 1hJ1 reads: '(;arolus 
Magnos me ru ndavit' i.e. 'Charle; the Great founded 
me'. Charlemagne was crown ·d c.mfx:ror in S, Peter',, on 
Chri:;tmas D•y 800 All by Popi- L•1 !TI (795-815]. ,n 
eh� Vorican gamer, ro rhe I• •• one fal'CS the basilica. 
aml over the .tnrient ,-,,mn�ry •h•r forme<l p•TI of cro'.s 
Ci,cus in which St J',,ter WM martyred, is the Cam!"O 
Santo Teutonico or !Joly fidd of th•• Cemio,,s, where the 

memorial is to be round. See the utlcle on p.9 of this i,sue. 
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GOD AND US 

e 
�

if GOD were good, He would make 
Himself obvious. Not really. God
make himself ju t ufficiently 

evi ent to a Uow us freedom. If He w re 
easy to find, we'd all believe and thus 
have no real choice. If He w r almost 
impossible to find, it would be ruel and 
unfair. H chooses the middle path. H ' 
there if we seek to loo� but not so if we 
don't care. . .. He d sperately want us to 
love Him and r um to Him, but we have 
to make that decision ours Ives. 

- Micha I Coren, 'Their di ·belief i my strength,' copyright
2007 National PosL. Cor n i a Canadian columnist, author, 

public speaker, radio bo ·1 and television talk how host. He 
be ame a Catholic in 2004. 
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PRAISE 

HIS NAME 

we lift our hearts to God on high, 
that he, in all we do or say, 

Id keep us free from harm today; 

Would guard our hearts and tongues from strife; 
from anger's din would hide our life; 
from all ill sights would turn our eyes; 
would close our ears from vanities; 

Would keep our inmost conscience pure; 
our souls from folly would secure; 
would bid us check the pride of sense 
with due and holy abstinence. 

WE, when this new day is gone, 
d night in turn is drawing on, 

ith conscience by the world unstained 
raise his Name for victory gained. 

All praise to You, creator Lord! 
All praise to You, eternal word ! 
All praise to You, 0 Spirit wise ! 
We sing as daylig ht fills the skies. 

- 'Iranslation of tbe Latin hymn 'lam Jue.is 0110 sidere'

attributed lo St Ambrose of �Uan 339-397 AD. From

the Psaltery of the Roman Breviary revised according to 
the decrees of Vatican TT for Lauds on Wednesdays. 
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EDITORIAL 

Another slant on economic and other woes

GOOD AND EVIL 

OPPOSITES OR JUST 'DIFFERENT 

HERE is an 
extraordinary refereu ce 
in the Apocalypse of 
St John 1 to a 'war in 
heaven·. Michael and 
his angels, we are told, 
fought against 'the 

old $Crpent named the Devil or Satan 
that had deceived the whole wol'ld'. He 
was thrown down to ea,th. and all his 
angels with him. Sl John warns us to 
b, carefol, and says 'how terr

i
ble' this 

was 'for tb earth,' for Satan is 'fill •J 
wiu1 rage'. 

Throughout bi� life, and especially 
at the time of his passion and death, 
011r Lord confronted cl1is earth-bound 
and street-wise Evil for us; he accepted 
its chaJlenge, let it do its worst, and 
overcame it- AU scena1·ios in plays, 
books and film which deal with che 
conflict of Good and Evil, draw their 
inspiration from the age-old drama that 
uofolds before u_ even- dav at Mass. 

The four Gospels are filled to the 
hrim with exhortations to show love, 
generosity and 10 rcy. They contain the 
Charter of aJI fre men, in which it is 
love - nor fear, hate, anger, l'evenge or 
subservience - that is meant to govern 
our lives. 

This is the Law [ or th "Way'2l of
Jesus. Its Charter is as valid for us 
anrl for our dav as it was for the first
tentury followers of Jesus. lt is our 
'Way,' as it was the 'Way' of Stephen, 
the first martyr, Peter, the first Pope, 
Paul, the apostle to the gentiles and 
the myriad believers in Jesus clown 
through two mill ,nnia to the present 
day. 

Despite, or because of, this Gospel 
emphasis on love and forgiveness, our 
Lord warils us not to be surprised if 
we are hated. 'If you belonged to the 
world. the world would love you; but 

ll_y P
a
ul Stenhouse

because you do not belong to the 
world, it hates you:3 

The world has a different 'take' on 
realjty from the Christian one. And the 
task of confronting Evil in our day is 
made all the more difficult because 
1na.uy modems deny that Evil exists. 
Not only do il1ey deny that Satan is 
•filled with rage;'• the devil - who,
St John warns us,5 'has led the whole
world astray' - is consigned to the
dustbin of myths and hobgoblins.

Those of us who choose not to be 
taken in by such wishful thinking may 
arm ourselves, as St Paul urges us," 
with the belt of truth; with integrity 
for our coat of mail· with the gospel 
of peace for the shoes on our feet so 
that we can stand firm; and, we make 
take up th, gr ,ai- shield of faith, but 

our efforts ar met with media-wide 
ridicule. The worldly-wise shun u.s as 
if we were 21 St century Don Quixotes 
jousting with windmills. 

We may even find ourselves hated 
precisely bc,:ausc we are followers of 
Jesus. bi St Marth •w we hear our Lord 
again warning us: 'you will be hated by 
all men on acconnt of my name•.; 

The problem of good and e. vil, love 
and hate, is perennial. The Book of 
Job, a Canaanite work from the second 
millennium BC that was beautifully 
adapted and embellished by the 
Hebrew cooquerors. speaks of those 
'who hate the light., le.now nothing of its 
Ways and avoid its paths�8 

St John's Gospel9 lamems the 
perversity of those who "hate the light,' 
for in its glare their wrongdoing will 

A Sinking 
of the Heart 

H
AVE YOU EVER, in listening to a debate among 

adult and presumably responsible people, been 

fretted by the extraordinary inability of the average 

debater to speak to the question. or to meet and refute 

the arguments of speakers on the other side? Or have 

you ever pondered upon the extremely high incidence of 

irrelevant matter which crops up at committee meetings, 

and upon the very great rarity of persons capable of 

acting as chairmen of committees? And when you think of 

this, and think that most of our public affairs are settled 

by debates and committees, have you ever felt a certain 

sinking of the heart? 

- Excerpted from The Lost Tools of Leaming. an essay by Dortohy Sayers [1893-1967] 
present8d at OKford in 1947. 
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Who real ly 
owns What? 

W
E st i l l  r ight ly  l a u d  Tho m a s  Edison fo r h i s  u n riva led
l i fetime accu m u l ation of 1 , 093 p ate nts , for i n sta nce .

B u t  ma n y  co m pa n i e s  today g a rner nearly that  n u mber  of 

patents  each year. In 1 9 97 ,  I B M  was g ra n ted 1 , 724 U . S .  

paten ts .  I ts e m p i re o f  act ive ow n e rs h i p  c l a i m s  n u m be rs 
w e l l  i n to the te n s  of tho usa n d s  and a l ready e a rns t h e  
com pany cl o s e  t o  $ 1  b i l l i o n  a n n u a ll y. I f  you d o u bt t h e  

toweri n g  p re-e m i n e n ce of k n ow l edge a ssets i n  t h e  
m a rket-p lace ,  con s ider th e s o u rce of th e w e a lth o f  t h e  
richest perso n a l ive� t h e  C EO of M icros oft, B i l l  G ates , 
made his fortune not by prod ucing a new wi dget we 
couldn't l ive without but by owning a language for computers 
to speak. 

- Seth Sllulmari, OWning the Future, Houghton Milin Company,
Bosloo. 1999. pp, 13-14. 

b r v aJed to others. and also - more 
fri ght ningly - to themse lves .  

Love and  1.:ornpass ion ,  m e rcy 
and  forg i vene s s  a 1·e frequently seen 
as  weaknes s  in our hi - tech wor l d  
o f  ruthl e s s  competition, mil i t ari sm
and  ph i l o s oph i c al p r agmat i sm
a n d  u t i li t arianism.  In a fu ti l e
accomm o da t ion wi tl1 this  wor ld ,
born o f  despe rat i o n  and  fru s tra t i on , · 
ome ha ve even su pported a so -called 

'lhcology' of viol nt rcvolu t.ion which is 
derived not from tbe Cbr isrian Gospels 
b11 1 from discred ited Marxist ideology. 

We won ld be  d eceiving o ur se lves, 
h oweve r. i f  we th ought that Evil i s  the 
sole u or occasiou of hatred. 

Th New Testament and the Psalms 
remi nd u that  Good can be h ated for 
'no rcn.son '. 1 

t Angu stin e tells u s  that it is 
s i m plistic to th ink that it i s  religion, 
race, nationality, sex or social class that 
separates us or diviJ.es u s  from others: 
we are di vi d ed fro m o n e  ano th e r  by 
what [ or whom J we love or hate. 1 1 

t Th omas makes the poi n t i n  
hi Summa Theologica, th at 'j u s t  as 
G o o d  i th e pro per obj ect of love; so 
EviJ is th e pro per ob j ect of b atred'. 12 

Il ut, co love without discernment or 
indi.rcriminately. may be a vice, not a 
virtue. Lovin all things can lead to our 
approving things that are barmful; and 

we ruay even end by b.at.ing l 11c  Coad .
l s  a n  e ,c a m p l e  o f  t he  l a tter the

otherwise inexplicab le disdain and even 
downri ght hatred tha t  some Ch ristiam 
have for honCJur paid to th e moth r of  
Jes u s? Ca th ol i c� and Ort h o d ox share 
a reverence for Mary and honour the 
Vi rgin  of Naz a re t h  a th M o ther o f  
Cod. ' fo rcfose lO honou r, or - wh at i s  
worse - to d i s hono ur Jesu s' mothe r, i s  
to dishono u r  h er on . 

Niccolo M a cchiavcl l i. [ l 69- 1 5 2 7) 
i n  his 1reatise on  power an d th ose wh o 
wield it, 1 3 say th at ometimes a ru ler 
mu st do evil h cau se when the people. 
sol d iers or nobles, are corrupt., you fail 
to satisfy lhem a l  1our  p ri l .  Denying 
th ru what th 'Y want wiH lead to you r 

pol i c i ca l  ru i n. Doi n g good, he warns. 
"will be to our disadvamag . 

Des pite its cynici sm an d m ora l 
f laws, this passage acknowledges what 
we al l k n ow - that doing Goo d d o es 
o o t  a u tn m atically prod u ce love and
affection i n  the recipient.s of the Good; 
it often produc s hatred. 

These d ays we fin d scientists who 
wan t to ch a n ge ou r gener i(• struct ure 
to bypass norm an d re 1ric1ions that 
have b een placed oo us by our nature 
a human being . 

While denying the very existence 
of 'human nature, ln the process they 
et about red fin ing the [allegedJy 

non-existent] •nature· of 'human bein • 
which is in a stale of very conven ien t  
flux. as  a result The poli 1.kal utopiani m 
at the heart of this bizarre inteUectuaJ 
da11.se macabre targets certaiu clas .: or 
groups - especiaJly Catbol ic - a · lhe  
alle ged cause of the evil in this world. 
The Church's teaching on social justice 
i s  s in gled  o u t  as pl u n ging the worl d  
i n t o  a c ri s i s  of over-pop u la tion and 
widespread famint�. 

A co a l i t i o n  of social i sts ,  a theist  . 
a narchis t 5 - se l f-styl ·d res i stance 
act i v is t s  and l e ft - l e an i ng Catho lics 
is ru nning a No to Pope a m pa i gn io 
Sydney t. har s tar red befor orld Y: uth 
Day last year. aod co n t i nue. to dream 
of a godless sta te where, among other 
things ' sexuality is no1 oppressed a n d  
commodified [sic!r The fact tba1 they 
identify the Pope a a o  enemy y 
a lot about th cause  tbey serve a nd 
the k ind of worl d in which they fee l 
comf onable.

We now find  1 hac maoy of the fau l ts, 
fai l ures and aberrarion s l i s ted by St Pau l  
in his  epis tle to the Rom an 1 • are being 
describ ed as ou r  'natu ral rights'. Th ose 
who dare question economic rat ionalism, 
or mi-regu la ted Capi tal i sm; lhose who 
cal l  abortion ·e ii' or euthanasia wrong; 
or contracept ion 'misgu ided' o r  [ C o d  
forb id ]  ' s in fu l , or  d a r e  to uphold the 
val 1 1cs  o f  fa m i ly l i fe,  find  th cm�c lvc s  
vi l i fied and obj ects of hatred . 

We should n ever doubt l11at God c:an 
b ri n g  good  ou t  o f  ev i l . If ou r world i s  
w be a happier a nd  more j u s t  plac for 
all people h owev r. we mu st t111 1 1  th<: 
temptation to d e scri be as non- xi · cent 
or. what is wo rse, as 'goo d:  the 'Evi l  
which S t  Pet er  warns u ' go es a b o u t  
the wo rld li.ke a roa ring lioo seeking 
whom it may devour: 

L 1:1, 1 - 1 8. 
2. Acu 24. 22. Toe °ll 'af wa, an �nrly - perhop cbe 

earliest - uame for Chri.�tUUlit . 
3. John 1 5. 18. 
4 .  St John. Aporal)pso. 12 , 1 2. 
5. ibiJ. 12.9. 
6. Ephe,iaa, 5, 14- I i 
·7 .  10.22. 
8. 24.1:\, 

9. 3.29. 

10. !',;aim 69, Lame1ua11on1 3,52. 
l l . Cu_y efeod.. 1 4-�8. 
12. 1-TL 29 . L 
13. I/ Prir1cip,, \9. 
I�. ec c.g. 1 .18-32, 2. 1- 16 
I 5. I Pc�e, 5.8. 
1 6. for • more io- d 1,111 1real,I J\eR1 of ""m of the i,su� 

raL<M "' this orticle ,.., "lb• faporicn"" of Hai.rod' 
by f,ther J•mc, cl,aU. in 111, IPOJI, Onob •r 11177, 
pp.288-300 from whid, lht r,fertnc.,, "' w Boo!, or 

Job. So Aup;omin<, , ThotnH and Maduav,11, quottd 
abov,.· b,,..., been dnwn. 
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READING BETWEEN THE LINES 

IG TI ROTHER 
had tried to 
put a sttJp to 
thin�s- He lc;;c 
it be kn�1wn 
that he wa,; 
no longer 

going to peer into people's 
homes and watch them. 
In fact he wa5 heartily 
sick of watching them. It 
wasn't that everybody 
wanted lo be a celebrity, 
they demanded it! So it was 
that rhey also demanded 

WINSTON'S REVENGE 

waving his fist in the air 
and yelling 'Oh yeah!' 
«Sit on it" was followed 
by a succession of like 
sayings: "Oh my God 
they've killed Kenny"; 
"He's gay, not that 
there's anything wrong 
with ibai"; "You're 
in tbe Matrix"; "Am I 
bovvered?"; and "Eat 
my shorts" (which to Big 
Brother was the most 
enigmatic of all). 

an audience. And he, 13ig 
Brother, was thar audience, 

By ROBERT TILLEY 
\Vhenever Big Brother 

would cull Winston into 
his office to try and put 

a slop to things, Winston was always upbeat. The ratings 
were always on the up and there was greater cornpJiance 
rban ever before. 'Not from me there isn't.' Big Brother 
would mutter to himself. 

Jn the name of 
security and control Big Brother had started something 
he was unable to stop. it was made worse when, having 
rehabilitated that Winston follow, they ,vt:m and made him 
head of promotions. Ever since he'd become head Winston 
had had one bright idea after another. 'Why not,' he'd 
suggested, 'promote the idea of being obseIVe<l? Spin it a 
hit. Instead of calling it ·surveillance' call it 'Your Fifteeu 
lVIinutes Start NOlfT"

So they did this and it worked . Boy, did it work. lt was 
then that Big Brother learned 10 bis chagrin thar everyone 
is a performer. Everyone had a short film, a comedy spot, 
a crazy home video in them. Then there- were all those 
people who had their own "personal story of tragedy and 
triumph'' to tell, over and over again. Top it all off with tl:ie 
ones who thought they were ourrageous and sexy, and it 
was all too much. 

Big Brother n:ied to unplug the viewing monitors but 
that proved impossible. He rrjed to walk away, but he 
was swpped and the CounciJ implanted observation chips 
behind his eyes. So lt was that everyw:here he went he- had 
no choice but to watch. Worse, howeveJ; was to f·ollow. 

From having to watch a WOJ'ld of celebriti •s, Big Brother 
had to become one. This was different to the celebrity be 
had in the old days when bis face was everywhere, now 
we're talking fame - Stardom! Now he was expected 
to give interviews ancl be seen; he had to smile 
twenty fow' hours a day, dine out with plastic 
non-entitie attend movie _premiers. And he
didn't just have ro smile, that was the easy 
part. he was also expected to whoop and 
punch the air and applaud whenever a 
citizen did or said something that was 
felt to be outrageous. 

'There was the time many years ago 
when 'sit on it' was a popular pbs·ase, 
and every time a citizen said it Big 
Brother had to express approval by 

Things bad definitely gotten out of hand. Something 
had to be done. Big Brother's c.bance came when he was 
interviewed on the At Home with the Ordinary Foll show. 
Each ptogram would feature a family home chosen at 
random. A celebrity would be secreted in the house, in 
a cupboard or under a bed, and then appear midway 
through the show to the s11rprise and delie;hc of the family 
iuvolved. 

Big Brother hur�t out of the kitchen cupboard yelling 
at everyone to turn their sets off and to disconnect the 
camer�s in their homes. This was an outrage! Not only 
was the host family stunned into silence so too was all the 
nation. It did not go down weJJ. At first everyone thought 
it might he a joke, one in very poor taste, but when 
it became apparent that Big Brother was serious things 
began to get ugly. You see, people thought their fif teen
minutes were up. Who the hell was Big Brother to tell them.

that they couldn't be watched? It very nearly ended in 
revolution. 

Citizens guarded with gun.s the surveillance cameras 
in their homes, threateoiog anyone who look.ed as if 

they we-re going to disconnect them. Crowds formed 
spontaneously around the Intelligence 

Services' buildings refusing to al.low 
their decommissioning. Rumours were 

abroad about the possibility of a coup. 
Something had to be done. And it was. 

Big Brother was called in and 
counseled. After a time he submitted 
and was rehabilitated. The world 
whooped and shook its collective fist 
in the air. Big Brother was a ratings 
winner. 

RoBEKT TJLI..EY is a regular contributor w Annalr, 

ANNALS AUSTRAIASIA 5 JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2009 

s, 



THE LEFEBVRE PHENOMENON 

' the lifting ef a canonical penalty far the.four hirhops� breach ef canon law is 
completely unrelated to the question of whether the Church in any way endorses the 

eflensive non-theological opinions q/one of them.' 

POPE BENEDICT XVI AND THE BISHOP 

H E  January 2 4  edition 
o f  T h e  W e e k e n d
A u  s r r a L i  a n  e a  r r i e  d
a s t o ry a b o u t  t h e
i m pen d i n g  re leas e of
'Ben e d i l't XV l's most
con trove rs ia l  d e cree

to  date. lt was  by Ruth G l edhill, the  
rel igio u- affairs edi tor  of The Times. 

he had plaialy taken a clim view of tltc 
Pop l ifti ng the excommu nicatiom on 
four dissideni bjsbops. one of whom is 
a longsrandiug Holocau t-denier. After 
posti ng the news Oil her biog. C l dh i l l 
a�ked for reader foedbad., saying: �rm

too upset to make. a ratioual c:omm c1H 
right now. 

It 's a pi ty more of the 'f)m m cn taria t  
d i d n't follow h e r  examp le before 
burstin g imo p rint o r  ru pri n g on the 
bl ogospbere. And r  w ull i vao i s  a 
, idely sy ndicared c l um.nist. gay 
Catholi · in lhe US who started out a. a 
mild pol i tical and cultu ral conservative 
b fo r d ri ft i ag i n to t h e  progress ive 
cam p. He told h i s  rt:a ders : --1 am truJy, 
d eep ly a s h a med of my ch u rch fo r  th i s  
act ion and h ope th i s  provokes � uch an 
omc1y it  is reversed." 

B,y Chri topher Pearson 

The Wash ingion Post•s Susan Jacob. 
sai<l :  "By his actions, this morally o btuse 
Pope ha clcmonstrat •d tl1 at he has  no 
ri gh t co lcct u r  · anyo ne. Cac l1 o l i c  or 
non-Catholic, abou t anyth ing;."' Closer to 
home., Ovcrlan<l editor Jeff Sparrow told 
the  read rs of C ri k  y thal the  Pope's 
"appar ,m tol  ratio n of an anti- Semite 
bate group de erves the strongest 
pos i ble condemnat ion. even if thcre·s 
no polit ical mile.age to be made fro1JJ it.'" 

'The kinds of pol i t ical a n d. more 
i mport an tly, cu ltu ral mi le.age th at 
var iou s factions  b oth wi t h i n  tbe chu rch 
a.n d o u tside i t  stan<l to m ake from last
week's de cree a r ' rea l  e n o u gh .  To 
u. □ derstand th ·m i t'� n eces s a ry first of
all to say som erh i ng abo u t  archbish op
Ma rcel Lefebvre, founder of the Society
of St .  Pius the Ten t h  (S PX). the only
overt spl inter group of any consequence
lo em rge in the  a ftermath of the
Second Vatican Council

Like most of the leaders of lhe French 
ch u rch i n  the 20t h en t u ry, Lefebvre 
ca rri i,d a l o t  of po l i t ical  and  cu l t ural 
baggage, s(retch i ng back a t  l east a s  far 
as the  fa l l  of the Das t i l le . The chu n:h 
b ecame d i vided be tween those who 

Repud iati ng 
ant i -Sem it i sm

T
H E  PRE SI D E N T  of the  U . S .  ep iscopa l  conference , Ch icago's
Card i n a l  F ranc i s  Geo rg e , ca l led the Ho ly Father's gestu re to l i ft 

th e excom m u n icat ions "an  act of mercy and persona l  concern for the  
orda ined and l ay  members of th is Society" - an ana lysis coinciding with 
Bened ict XVl 's own ex pl ai;iat io n that  the  decis ion  a imed to heal a r i ft 
i n  Ch·urch u n ity. Of B isho p WI i i i amson 's  re ma rks on the Ho locaust the 
Cardinal added , "No Cathol ic whether layperson, priest or bishop can ever 
negate the memory of the Shoah , just as no Cathol ic should ever tolerate 
expressions of a nti-Semitism and rel ig ious bigotry." 

- Source: ZENIT. Rome. February 3, 2009 

� u b ,cr i bed t o  l ib e1·ty, equal i ty  a n d  
fratern i t y  a n d  t h ose w h o  beli eved i n a 
God-g.h-e n. perm a nen t  a l l iance b etween 
throne and al t a r. Maximi lien Robespirm• 
h a d  fai led in the  a l lem p r ro ov erth row 
Cad1ol i · i  m a n d  replace i t  w i th  a deist  
re l igion of the state . Wi th \'a ry i n g 
degrees f uccess, repu bl icans. socialists 
and the  eccle iastical Left ha,· been 
pursuing comparable projects ever since. 

One of the  e was  the  \· i ru lent 
an ti-de,i ca.l pol icy during the  Th i rd 
Rep u b l i c. which sec ularised Frrnc h 
e d u ca t i o n  and ex i led some re l i gi o u s  
order�. Th ,  most recent was t h e  tri umph 
o f  1 h e t heo lo !:)ical mod ern i sts ( wi th
thei r  chara t •ri�ti c: d i .  da in  of doctrinal
o rtli odoxy and trad it ion, coupled with
a s la ish pol i tical correctness), who st i l l
doruinatr the Fr nch church.

Ami - emil ism is no longer a n  
i nle[tral fea w re o f  ma instream 
con e rv a t i m in either French politics 
or the  church .  B u i  t he en tanglcmcut 
o f  l ead i n g co n s  rvat ivr dcrgy in t h e
Dreyfus affa i r  and  t h e  col J a b ora t io n i.st
Vi chy regi m e al l owed th ei r oppn ncms
to paint thc: m a 1 1 d the i r  ,; uc.c esso rs as
b ei n g  "on the ron g s i de of history".
Born i n  I 905, Lefebvre was  a ri gh t 
wing author i t a r ian by d i sposi tion and
a cbi ld or h i_ L ime . .  He ga\'e er dit 10
1he From Xat ional's Jean- M arie Le
Pen as the onl�· president ial candidate
co oppo" e abort ion. He also expressed
some support for eh Vichy government,
a l thou gh h i �  m u ch - l oved  father  had
been a m e m b er of the Resistanc;e who
wnrkt·d w i th Brit i sh mi l itary in telligence
and \l'a� d eported to G ermany, whe re
Ju• d i e d  ln Sonnen burg l abour camp.
A s  late a 1 9 85, in a letter to Jolm Paul
I I ,  he d escribed "Jews, comm u n is t s
an t.I fr,  ma ons'' as 1he  co memporary
enemies of the church.

But to sec ant i - ' mit ism as Lerebvre·� 
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d e fi n i n g  characteri st ic i s  as m i � gt1 i d e d  
a s  d ismiss ing t h e  S S  P X  as a hate gro up. 
His pri mary motivat ion, amJ tha r  of his 
fo l l owers,  i s a d i s tr u s t  of theologi c a l  
modernism and  of 1 nQdern i Ty general ly. 

part ic u l ar ly as e m b o d i ed i n  Va t ican 1 I "s  
i n far n at ion  wiLh th e value and cu J r o ra l  
impe rat ives  o f  the  '60s.  A l though 
Lef'ebvre's adh eren t s  c leave to the 
clas ical Lati n  l i t u rgy and ufren us� it  as 11 
flag 10 ral ly aro u nd, t' hey a re by no mea ns 
1he o n ly t rad i t i o n a l ly- m i.n cled Cathol ics 
who prefer t.l ic ( > id ri te and i t  was 1 101  the 
i :r-u ci a J  reason for their rift wi th Rome. 

Rather, the und erlying prob l em s  fo r  
Lefebvre a n d  t h e  S S -PX have b e e n  t he i 1· 
reservat i o n s  abou t the in terpretat ion of 
so r n e  of t he coll  ndrs b ind i n g  d ecrees 
co ncernuig ecumenism, rel igious  l iberty 
a u d  t h e  e n h a n ced a u thori ty of the 
bi shops at the expense of' the Holy See. 
More b road! _ , they" ve o bj e cted  to rhe 
way that "'t h e  spir i t  of Vatica n J I" h a s  
b e�n d e1il oyed a .  a rhetoric.a l device 10 
manda te  all son s of changes of belief and  
prnctice 1 1ever ca nvassed b�- the co 1 J nci l  
u r  i t s  d o c u m e n r.s .  Le febv re · ,  co u nt e r
rh t'loric was d i e.  i n cre a s ingly pla u s i bl e
daim that h i s  loyally was  ··to the eternal
Rome rather i han tl1e new Rome"'.

To get a sen s e  of why the  S S PX fd c 
itse l f  a r i gh teous remnant,_ cons ider th i s  
accounL  of the long m arc h t h sough the  
i m t i t ut i o n s  by  o n e  of i t s  genenls ,  t he  
mo d e rn i st 1heo l ogi ai1 Han�  Kung .  1-k 
told a con fe re nce in the rn id - '80s :  ·ewe 
con trol th e s e m i ri a r i e_, ,  t h e  a ca demic  
depnrunem of t heology, 1.he rnteclielical  
an d l ini rgical in�titutfons, cii(' po bl ish ing 
house s , the m agaz i ues tha t  ma t ter a n d  
the c-h aocerie � .  Most of the b i shops are> 
now o .n o u r  s i d e  and those  rha t  a re n't 
have bern n eu t ra l i sed.  Anybody w h o  
wa n ts a fu t u re .in the  hitirarchy or t h e  
Ca thol ic aca<l emy has  11 0 cho ice ·b u t  t 0  
co-operate: 

In 1 9 8 8  L h e  a i l ing Lefebvre fea red 
that  i f h e  d ied w it hou t  an a u x il iary 
b i shop to rep lace h i m, n o  0 1 H, 
wo u ld  orcla i n  t h e  new ge11 e ra t i o 11 of 
se m i n a r i a n s  flock ing to the  S S PX. L n  
last- m i n ute m·got i at i ons with card i n .i l  
Joseph Rat zinge r. n ow r h c  Pope, h e  
s i gn ed  a n  accord t h at would ha ve 
given him a b i s l1op  o f  his c h o ice a n d  
reg u l ari s e d  b i s  re lations  ,vi t h  Rome .  
Arter a sleep .less n igh t  he resiled from 
t he accord and ord ained fo ur bi s h ops 
w i th out pa paJ approv,il. Th e i r  o rd rs 
w ere undou bte d ly  va l i d  hut i i  l i c i t ,  s o 

they inc u rred a l l  au tom atic penalty of 
excommun. icat ion. 

U nfonu l lately the archbi s h o p was  
more co u.spicuous for cou rage than for 
pru d e n ce. One  of h i s  uew aux i l iarie.s ,  
Richard Wil l ia mson, had alway� been 
prone to extrem i s m  and d el u s i o n s. 
Along wi th Holocaust de nial, he accepts 
the au thent ic ity of the lon g-discred i ted 
PJ"Otocols of the Elders of Zion. He also 
b e l i eves  in consp iracy t heories about  
feminism, US  pnc:sidem John Ken.nedy's 
death and  t h e  d e m ol i t io n  bv u S  
ai;encies of lhe rwn1 towers .  

People who take refu ge in re l igiou s 
cu l t s  o ften  encl u p  . u scepri b l e  to 
con s p ira cy theor i e s .  es p e ci a lly when 
oue o f  t h eir fo ur l e ade rs e s p u u ses 
them. Williamson's l unar Right political  
posit i ons  and  an t i - Sem it i sm a re 
noneth e less no t  wid ely sha red a ll!oog  
the  m ore than  a m i l l i o n  m e m b ers 
of the S S PX . Th e socie ty i s s ue d  a 
s t-a ,e men t  des igneJ to ma.ke clear how 
m a rginal a figure he was  i n 2 007 : "1\ 
Catholic cannot be an ti -Semitic wiLhout 
desnoyi ng the origi n aud essence of his 
ow·n fa i t h ." B □ l  on ly in th e pa s t  week 
ha s  i t  managed to cfocipl i . n , and  s i J ence 
him. 

S i nce  1 9 8 8. R atz inger ha�  9 teadily 
worked to tr_ to heal the  b reach Yt i tb 
the S S PX. At b i s  i nau "t.irat i on  Mass  h e  
,1o nou 1. wed t h ar dr n rch un i ty would b e  
hi · fi rs t  p 1io rity. l 1  w a �  dear that h e  was 
ta!  k i 11 g pri mari ly about the Lefcbvri�ts 
a n d  disa ffe cted Trad i t io n a l  A nr.; l i cans  
w a nt ing t o  rejoi n com munion w ith 
the Holy See. Th e latt e r  gro u p  h av� 
submi tted u ncon cl it i u nal !y to the  Holy 
See  a1 1d t h e i r  b i s hops  a J'e pl a n n i n g  
r o  converge o n  Ro me t h e  wet•k after 
Ea s ter. 'T li e  s upe rior of th e S S PX,. 

B i s h op Bern ard Fetl ay, spel led out  his 
two preconditions for a rapprochemen t 
three ye ars ago. Th ey were a ge11 era l 
permission for any Catholic priest to say 

M a s s  i n ihe  o ld  ri t e  and the  l i ft i ng  of 
the excom municat ions .  Both have rmw 
been met 

lr sho u ld  be o bviou s to d .i� i.n t eres ted 
obser ers that the lifting of a cauonical 
pena lty fo r the fo u r  b i s h o ps' b reach 
of ca n o n  ! aw i s  c -o m p ! etely u o r  laced 
to t he quest ion o ! '  ,rh e ther  th e chu rc h  
i n i1 ny wa end orses  r h e  o ffen sive 
non- theological opinions of one of them. 
I n  fact the P pr has gon 0 1 1 t  of h i- way 
to m ake a p i l gri m a ge t o  Au s chwi t z .  
re i te ra t ing h i s  so l idar i ty with the  Jewish 
people L lt l  week wh i le preach iog on d i e  
l esso :n s  of the H olocaust .  H i s  p ri m ar,
respon sihi l ity is not to i ngratiate himself
w i th the Left- l i b eral press but to bri n g
separated b re thre n - i n cl ud ing t h e
inco1nren. ient and t h e  barking m a d  a s
well as the mild- mannered conservatives
- back into Ll1e d1urch.

Some obser\' er� h ave poin ted o u t
t h at, a s  far a s  t h e  s e cu l a r i s t  m e d ia 
and t h e cl eri cal  Lef1 w ere conce rned, 
Wil l iam o n  wa� a lways going to b the 
r 1 1n i 1 1  s tory. one t h ey '<l  use  a s  a s t i ck  
wi t h  wh i ch  to hea l  the  chu rch, the  
Pope and  h L  t.rad .i t i o n al is t  ;iJ l i e s  iu the.  
hierarchy. They say  it's gond the Vat ican 
l a u n ched its Yo u'I'u be si te th i s  week
but  ask why, i n a n  age of instantaneo u �
com m u nica t ion.  the p u b l ic relat i o n s
downside-� o f  the S S PX an nouncem e u.t
weren"t Fore �een . 'w'here were the we!J
bri efed ta lk ing: bead s i n  Rome  a11d the
med i a  offices  of the nat iona l ch u rchf)S ,
ready to catd1 the flak?

V,ie now k n ow - b e ca u s e h e's sa id  
so - t h a t  Cardi n al Walter Ka sper, who's 
in charge of e c n  men ica l  a ffa ir s ,  w a s  
110 1  t o ld  o f  t b  c d c:rec bcfore h a n  d .  
N o  d 0 1 1  br. rhe  sa Jl l e  i s  t ru e  o f  several 
other h o st i l e  membe r. o f  th e curi a, 
incJ u d i ng C ard i nal C i ov a n n i  B an i ,s r n  
Re .  h ead  o f' ihe  C o ngrega t ion  for 
B i shops, whose tenn expired on F1id ay. 
I t  e em,  B e n e dict d id n 't  w a nt to r i s k  
c u ri a ]  des tab i l i s ing a n d  a pre-empt ive  
choru s of d i sapproval fro m the  I ta l i an  
r.:1 bbis, so  he de l ivered a fait m:compl i .  
It's l i ke ly  t h at m ost of the  S S .PX's 500 
or so priest s  a n d  the. il' co n grega t i o J J S. 
not  to me n t ion  200 s e ru i na ri an s  i n  
train i n g,  w i l l  sooner  or later come back 
10 the fold. So bis latest move will leave 
Catholicism a more plu ralistic instimrion 
than it's been for a \'eJJ long t ime 

CH1l. 18l0P l l l:B  Pl:AIISON i,; 3 wcl l -.lu1own jou r r 1a l i .s i  
and columnist. ·11i ; ;  an.ide fir;;t upp�ar.·d in  TI,,, 

Aus=lian. January ::1 1 , 20CXJ 
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The Pope and the Holocaust 

CATHOLIC 

POSITION CLEAR 

ITH REFER.ENCE to 
th late t requests for 
clarification cunc-erning che 

• po. ition of the Pope and
lhe Ca, holic Church r,1 thf'
subject of the H.oJoc-aust.
it should be borne

in mind that the Pope's idea ot1 thi:., mauer 
were very dearly ex.pressed at the . ynugogue 
of Cologne. Cermauy. on August 19. 2005, at 
the concentration camp o f Ausc-hwitz�Birkenau 
nn Ma_,, 28. 2006. in th general audience o f 

l\la) .31, 2(1(16 and. mon· rec-entl}, :it the end of 
his geu ral audience of Jauu ry 28. this ye:.H·. 
w ith unambiguous words of which we lti�ilip;ht 
the follow i ng: 'I trust that the m �mory of dw
Shoah will induce mank.ind to n•flPct upon the 
unpredict ble powl"r of evil when it t:onquers 
the heart of man. fay the Shnah be for every·on 
an admonition a�uin. t obl ivion, negation and 
reductionism: The condemuation of Holocaust 

denial could not have be-en clearer. :rnd from 
tbe C'C>ntt'xt it is obvious that this also referred to 
rhe views of 1 'gr. Williao15un and to all similar 

views. On the same occa. ion the Pope al o dearly 
explained the purpose of the remission of the 
excommunication, which ha nothing to do with 
legitimising Holocau L dl:'nial - �omething that
as we have <>xplained. ht� clearly eondemu ·. 

- F'a,ber Federico Lombardi, SJ, Dirrctor of tltt- Pn.'ll� Olfae of thP 

lloly 5<'('. Fdm1:iry 't, :,!(1(1!) 
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CATHOLIC H ISTORY 

Often over/oohed nooks and crannies of Vatican City 

THE HOLY FIELD OF THE GERMANS 

H E R E I S  a. 
ceme t e ry, chu rch. 
a n d  h o s p i c e 
fo r G e r m a n s  -
occa s i onal ly a l s o  
called by some the 
fllem;sh cemete ry 

- wirhin me "·a l l� of the Yarican and
on the south side of Sr_ Peter·;.. Rome.
which covers pan of che anciem Circus 
llatican u.r, w h ere great n u m b..:-r-,. of
Ch ri t ian suffcn·d dearh bY order of
!Vero. A fter the Emperor Cons tantine
bui l t  his great basilicas o•,er me gra, es
o f  t h e Apos t l es Pe ter  and Pa u l  the
fa i t h fu l  s o u gh t  te> b e  b u ried  i n the
vicin i cy of these holy sepu lchres on the
Vatican Hill near St Pcter·s remains, and
ou tside the walls on the Vi a Ost iense
wh ere St Paul is buried.

On accou 1 1 t  of l o cal cond it ions .  
gra ve s  ·were dui; ch i e n y  on the sou th  
s i de o f  St Pctl·r's Basi l ica. in the eart h 
w i th w hic h Ne ro's circus  was fi l l ed 
during the  comtru ction of t he Basilica. 
Wh ether Constamin e's mother S t. 
H lena ove red this bu rial place wi th 
ean.h from fount Calvary, or whether. at 
th t ime when Pisa obtained earth from 
Jeru alem for i t s  cemetery the basilica 
of the  Vatican also obtai ned sacred soil 
for Lb' cemetery, i uncertain, but it is a 
fa t , that since the fifteenrh ccutury d11: 
oi J  of th.i cem ete ry has been held 10 

be a red eanJ1 from Jerusalem, and as 
such it ha s been asked for and obtait icd. 
un der papal sanction. by many localities 
w h e n  new ce me t e ri e s  were to be laid 
ou t. 

1hi �  tradition. in connection with the 
i mmediate vic i n i ty of tbe  graves of the 
Apost les and wi t h  the memory of the 
fi rst m artyrs under Nero, fully j u stifies 
tlw nnm o f  ·campus  sanctus ;  ['cam po 
sanco' in ltaHanJ or 'holy field 

In 796 the Frankish emp ror 
C harlemagne, by permission of Pope 
Leo L U, fou nded on ground adjoining 
tbi pot a hospic.-e for pi l  ri ms. which 

By Anton de Waal

w a s  i n t  n d e d  for the people of the 
Frankish empire . In connect ion wkh the 
hospice was  a ch U ich dedicated to our  
Saviou r a n d  a graveyard for the  b urial  
of th · s u bj e c t s  o r  Cha rlemagn e who 
died in Rome. From 1he  b eginning this 
fou 1 1d ati on was pl aced under the care 
uf eh eccles ias t i ca l  au thori 1 ics of St .  
Perer's. 

Th e decli 11e, �00 1 1  a fter thi s period, 
of rhe Carolingian emp i re, b rought the  
hospice, the Schola Francorum, en tire ly 
u n d e r  tbe  juri sd iction of St Pcter·s
Basilica. At the sa m t i tne. t h  original
purpose of a place for pi lgrims and the
poor was preserved.

L1 the complet ' ru h 1  wh ich o errook. 
.Rome during th  resid n e of ,he  popes 
at Avi gnon 1 309- 1 3 8 ) . and d u r i n g 
the fol lowirt g p riod of the Scbi m, lhe  
eccle ia .  lical fou ndati os in the  \"ic in i ry 
of St. Peter· s sank into decay. 

After tb return of the  pope new 
lifo sprang up. and the enthusia m for 
buiJding and eodowi ag founda tion!> 
in this pare of t he .EcernaJ C i ty \I  as 
rekindled under Popes Mart i n  V, 
Euaeni u� TV. and N icholas. \•. 

The rnem rv of Chari, mai:m� nnd his 
hospice revived in the mind of the large 
a n d  in fl u e m i al Germ a n  rn l o nv t hen 
resid ing at Rome, and  during the reign 
of Martin V ( J 4 1  7- 1 4  :3 1 )  the e n la rg.ecl 
cemetery was s urrou n d ed w i t h  a wa l l  
bu i l t  by Fro dc.ri cu s  A l e ma n n u s, who 
also erected a house for i t s  gu ardians .  

Joha n n i s  A s sone n s i s , a Germ an 
con fc sor  attac.hed to S t .  Pctcr"s a n d  
l ater Co adj u tor B i sho p of Wu rz h u rg,
a ·scm bled his couu tr_vmen there during
the plague of 1 448 and founded among
them a brotherhood the object of
which was to provide uitable bu r ia l
for all  poor Germans dyi n g i n  Rome.
This brotherhood buil t  a church. a 
new hospice for Germ an pi lgri mi. on 
the adjoining land, and dcvelopc•d the 
Campo Santo i n to a G rru a n  na t ion a l  
institu tion.  

J u  th , fi fte nth. s ix te e n th, and 
even i n  the  n i n e t  •enrh ce n cu ry Lhe 
G erman n at ion was represe n i e d  al 
Rome by n u m c ro u . of

f
i c ia l a  ar the

papa l  co u rt and by gu i lds  of G erman 
bake rs,. shoemakers,  aud weavers :  in 
Lhese ages Gernrnns  were to he fou n d  
in every indmtry of ordinary ( i f  • a n d  
G e rman ban kers a n d  i n n -keepers were 
espcci a Uy numerou s. Ne,·erthe l  ss t he  
steadi ly decreas ing German pop u laL ion 
of R ome d u ri n g the seven teenth a n d  
eighteenth cen iu ries caused 1he Campo 
Santo as a natiooal foundation. and the  
brotherhood, 1 0  s i nk  more and more 
.imo neglect.. 
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Available from CHEVALIER PRESS  

Four Gospels for 
Catholics 

arc happ Lo announce that four commentaries on the ynoptic 
o pel and Lli Co pel of t John b Falh Micha I Fallou, SG,
ave b en pubH h d and ai now availabl from h alj r Pre .

Wel l  known Llirooghout Au tralia for his courses on Sa□ d Scriptur and for 
Tl,e F'mw Gospel.s, The ullers r!f"Paul, and 11,e Apomlypse, all of which were 
be r-sel lei ·, rather Fallon has written four commentari s on the Gospels of 
Matt.hew, Mark, Luke and John. 
These four books aI'C' intended for ordinary Catholi ' p ople who wish to 
deepen th ir faith and their knowled ge of the gospels. We Fi I su re that they 
will a lso attract a wide readership among; non-Catholic beli •v rs who love 
eh c1iptur . 

�------------------

* 17ie Cospel ef Matthew, 595 pp 
* The Gospel of Mark, 294 pp
* The Gopel of Lulce, 575 pp
* The Gospel ef John, 586 pp

$24.95 each

or (special discount price) : $80 for th set of four

Postage extra. Ord ers may be sent t o  our postal address, 
Ch val ier Press, .P.O. Box 1 3  Kensiugto n, N SW 2033, 

or by phoning 02) 9662 7894 or faxing (02) 9 662 1 9 1 0. 
[Price im;l udes GST] 

Copies may also be obtained from any good Catholic hook store. 

THE PSALMS 
A Rece11/ Commentarg bg Fr Michae1 Fallon MSC 

$40 [includes postage and G ST] 
A J1 entirely new study i d eal for prayer and refl ction . 
Now available from Chevalier Pre.Is at tlie above address. 

Po pe P iu s  [ X, who th oro u ghly 
u n d e rs coo d eh chan ge o f  con d i t i on s
a□d the  demands  of m< dern t imes, i n
1 876 sanct io ucd .i 1 1ew fou ndation
in a co l l ege for priests in which 
arcbaeological tud i es and church 
hlstory were to be pur ned. Friends of 
the u.ndena k in  in German endowed 
fi e fr c scholarship and made pos ible 
tbe acc1:pta □c of re ident s t ud ents. 
The l ibrary romained large collecti ons 
o f  works on C hri st ian ant iqu i t i e s
and  m o d e rn ch u  rcJt h istory. 171 e
m u seum includccl Sarcoph agi, carvings,

i o scri p t i on s,  a l a rge n u m b e r  of early 
C h rist i a n  l am p '  a n d  tel' t i l e  fa b rics of 
the Bixi-h century from Egypt . 

I
n our fascination with technology
and the comfort and power it 

brings, we risk gradually replacing 
substance with fantasy; principles 
with products: real f reedom witti 
an Ido latry of choices - choices 
that become distractions , and then 
become our cha ins . 

- Charles J. B ishop Chaput , Deus ex 
Machine; How to Tl?lnk About Teehnology, 

1 6  CRIS IS 1 8 , 1 8-22 (Oct . 1 998) . 

In 1 8 8 7, a perio dical was 
es rahl ished u nd l'r th , 1 1 a 1T1 e of 
·· Romi  chc Qua r t a l sdi r i ft fu r 
C hrist l ieb Ah rt u m s l: u n d e  u n d  fur 
Kirchcngcschkhc ·: and i n 1 90 I another 
periodical cnridcd "Ori ns Chri · cian1Js� 
These publications afforded 1.he 
01embcrs of t l  ·oUegc die opportunity 
w pub l i sh  ac once th resu l� of thei r 
�mdie� and 1·esearchc . The college gave 
the  G e rman peopl e a n e w  in s t i t u t io n  
for t h e  cu l t iva t ion a n d  d evelopment  of 
ecde.siastical �cience. The dmrch of the 
fo u nd at ion \1 a, i·es torecl and  adorned 
wi th 5 tain e d -gla s s \ i n d ows and the 
b u i l d ing great ly e n l a rged a n d  n ewly 
furn ished. 

Th e tomh,wne,  in t h e  adj o in ing 
cemetery bear  rhC' n ames of many 
dislinguishcd clerie:,. among them those 
of Card inal Prin l'�· \ Oil Hoh u lohe, 
Arcbbii:hop Frederic Francois- avier 
C h i s lain de :Vl erode. Bi hop Johann
Baptise ,·on An zer. and Mons i gnor 
Schapman. 

The names of many anists also occur, 
s u ch :is tho S l' o f  Jo c f  A.ntoo Ko ch, 
Joh a nn Man i n  van  Rho cl cn, Augu s t  
W i U1 e .l 1 1 1  J u l i u s  Ah lborn ,  Theodore 
W i l l i am Ach term a n n . A roo n g  t h e  
d i plomat� and sch o l a rs b u ri rcl  h ere 
are Augu stin TI1c in  r, E rn s t  Zachar i as 
P ! at n e 1·, W i l l 1 el m  Di e l.amp. Ocher  
to mb�  arc  tho se  of t h e  Qu een- Mother  
Carlotta of Denmark, Princess Carol ioe 
Win�enste in. and Pr incess Sophie 
Hoheulohe. 

The priests of tbe  co l lege ofcen 
guide German L rave l l ers L h rongh che
catacombs a nd accom pa ny t hem o n  
vi s its to t h e  01he1· objects o f  interest i n  
the Eternal City. 

The Campo Samo wichin the w alls of 
Yacit:an Cit\' v, as a national found ation 
for the Cathnlics of lhe fo rmer C crnw u 
Confederati n :  c.har is ,  i t  was  inten d d 
both fo r A u , criam a 1 1 d  G erman s. Th ' 
secular pro te ctor was  the l::roperor o f  
Austria. while u1e spiritua l prolecto rate 
was exercised by a cardinal in the uame 
of the pope. 111e :ardfr 1al protector bas 
in conju nction w ith the archbi bops of 
Salzburg, i u n ic:h. and Cologne, th • 
right to name tbc rector. 

11,i, is a l i!! lulv ud i 1NI ver�ion of an miele by 
Ai , ton d� Wua l [ 1 837- 1 9 1 7 ] 1ha 1  appeared in 
th� 1 9 1 3  ed. o 'l7ir r.atlw/ie f!11cydopaedia. ·n,e 
auLl,01· wos for a Li onc 1· , ·1 -wr of the ·Cnrnpo Samo 
Teuwnico , The rcad�r 1" 1 1 l  not nci,d 10 lw rcmtndcd 
of the changes wrougbr by the catadysrnk wnr ,hat 
ravaged f.uropc in 1 9 l 4, Ed. 
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CHURCH AND STATE 

Barack Obama shuns Catholics and Jews? 

NO PRIESTS ON THE INAUGURAL DAIS 

N A U G U R A T I O N
a u d i en ces o n  Tu esday 
heard the aew Pre·idcnt 
d e l i v e r  t h e  m o s t  
a n t ici p a l e d  In a u gural  
A d d res, ince John F. 
K nnedy. They heard the 

Queen of Soul s ing au d Yo-Yo 'la play. 
They l istened m hear i f Rick Wanen i:;ot 
prtmchy , hen h prayed. Bm 1hey didn't 
b ar a rabbi or a Catholic prie L 

Part icu larly for Jew . who had gonen 
used to ha i 1 1 , a place on lhe dai s 1.hc 
de eloprnent is deeply disturbing. 

After a l l , trad i li onaUy. the re l i g i o u s  
ro ster a t  presi d en tial  '" ca rin g i n s  
looked ou1ech i ng l ike the  Scl-up to a n  
ol d joke: -A priesL a p a  tor a n d  a rabbi 
walk i nto an l nau u ra t ion . . .  " .  Ra bbis 
pra.Jed ar a majori t_ of lnaugunnions 
that took pl ace hen n 1 949 and 1 9  -�. 
as did Cathol ic priests. 

I t  is crue that Jewish r I i  iou leaders 
w e ren·c  on the d a i s  i n  1 937, when 
Frankl in  D. Roosevelt  fi rst  introd uced 
the traditi o.11 of an f naugural prayer. Up 
unt i l  then, p r  idemial  Ina u g u rat ions 
did not i ncl u d e  prayers .  IJ1 stead, the  
vice-presi<ll�nt ial swearing in  wok place 
at a separa t ' ce remony i n  t h l' S e n ate 

hamb ers, a fter which the  Sen a t  
chaplain usu a lly offered a prayer. 

Roo eve l t  decided to m rge the 
t w o  events and bro u g h t  tJw d1ap l a i o  
along to part ic ipa te  as w e l l . H u r  in a 

h rewd pol itica l m a n e u ver, Rooseve l t  
also opened u p  a second rel i gi ous slot  
on the pro g ra m  for Father Joh n Ry an. 
an inOu e n tial figu re in CatJ10 J i c  �ocial  
t e achin and 11 p ro min nr su pporter of 
1he New Deal As l\ il ark ilk, profes or of
religion at llinity Col lege, l1a written, 
Ryan was noc only k.now n as "the Rigb.t 
Rev. N ew Dea ler." bu l he was  aJso the 
most effe cc ive cri t ic of Father C h a ri 
Coughl in, the nowriou _ right-wing, a1 1c i
Roosevc l t  p rie5t .  Ryan's par t ic i pa t i o n  
i n  the  Inau gura tion helped i n s u l at e  
Roosevelt agains L  C o u ghl in 'i< auack s 
and shore up the growing - and cri1 ical 
- ,·ot ing bloc of Catholic Ocmocnus.

Each of Rooseveh ' �  o exl two
J nau gura r ions  featu red a Pi-otcstant  
mi nister and a C athol ic  pri e s t .  Then 
in 1 949. Rabbi  S a m uel  Th u rm a n  
fro m Harry Tru m an s home state  of 
Misso u ri joined a Bapt i s t  pastor and 
Catholic prie I to d I i  c.r a prayer at  tb • 
Inaugurat ion.  Thi. was righ t  a round the 
time when ociologist Wil l I Ierberg was 

Pol it ica l  Pitch 

D
U R I N G the ca m p a i g n , (Obama] den ounced d isc u s sion of his
con nections to I s lam a s  "fear-mongerin g , "  and those explo ri ng this 

subject found themselves vi l if ied . He so severely dlsceuraged use of his 
m iddle name ,  H ussein , that Joh n McCain apolog ized when a warm-u p 
s peaker al a campa ign  event dared mention · 'Ba rack Hussein Oba m a . '' 
After the elect ion , the rules ch anged dramatica l ly, w i t h  the oath of 
office administered to "B-a rack Hussei n Obama• and the new president  
vol unteering, ·1 have Mus l im members of  my family, I have l ived i n  Muslim 
countries ."  I t's bad e noug h that family con nections to Isla m perceived as 
a l iabi l i ty when campaigning are suddently explolted once in office to win 
Muslim goodwil l .  Worse , as D i ana West observe s :  "not since Napo leon 
has a leader of a Western superpower made so unabasned a p o l i t i cal 
pitch to the people of the Muslim world ." 

- Daniel Pipes, Front Page Magazine, Feb 4, 2009 .

worki n g  o n  a book ca l l e d  Prot csca 1 1 1 , 
Catholic Jew, arguing that  the thr  e 
religious  1rad i lions had sepa rate ly 
shaped mid-20th-century America. 

As the i mmigration reforms of the  
1 9 60s  brough t w a ve. of immigra1 1 t s  
from S o mheast Asia,  t h e  Midd le  Eas r  
and Africa, reli iou diversity in the U.S .  
became mo re complicated .  I n  an effort 
to con t a i n  the  i nterfaith ga t h ering on 
the Inaugu ral dais ,  Jimmy Carter limited 
lhe re l igiou s  s lo 1 s  at  h i · 1 977 sweari ng 
in to two clergyme1 1, pt'Ovok.ing protests 
from both Jewish a 1 1d C reek Orthodox 
groups .  

Ro n a l d  Reagan narrow ed the 
l i s t e v  · n  fu rther i u  1 9 8 1 .  bringing
h i s  personal p astor from Cal i fornia
t o  deliver both  rbe  mrocat ion and
benediction. T hut m ove prompted fierce
crit i ci sm from rt> l i gi o u s  circles. and i n
1 9 8 5  th I naug ura ti on o n e  agai n
includ d Prate 1am, Catholic and Jewish
religious leaders.

Aud now Oba ma ·  l n a u g u ration 
w i l l  fo l low ihe  r en t  pa .Hern of 
b eing Protestan t-onJy. 1n additio 11 ,  ihe 
I n a ugurat ion team chose Episcopa l 
b i s hop Gene Robi n s o n  to of� · r the 
p raye r at Sunday's openin  -c-en.:mo ny 
·oncert., and it selected Sharon Watkins,

h ead o f  the  Protestan t  d e n o m i nation
Disciple,; of Christ. ro d e liver the
ennon at Wed nesday's naLional prayer

service.
Wh i  h hrin15s  t he tally of marq uee 

religio u s  fie;urcs to : l'roteslan t min i sters, 
4-: rabbis and Catholic pries 1 s, 0. 

1'1 ie Obama camp say · 1 hat while the 
swearing- in  cere mony m ay h a v e  been 
l imited to Protestan t  dergy, they deserv 
credit for putt in rogether a diverse c:ast 
of supporting characters. 

'rb c fac1  rem a ins .  tb o u gh, that the  
major s peaking slots for  religions figures 
were fi l led  this yea r by Pro testa n t  
Chrisiians. 

Sonn:e: CoihNe•w9VSA. Carh ·ew, is a sen· i<'I• of 
Pau!ist Press. Pu bl i,lwd: J�nuary 20. 2009 
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AUSTRALIAN CULTURE 

Reflections on a lifetime spent among Au.rtralzas Aborigines 

TOMMY MUNGULUNG 

N O  LONGER GATHERS HIS SPEARS 

O M. M Y  Mungu lung was 
the  pouce tra cJ.:er a t  
Daly River m Au stralia's 
N o r t h e r n Te r r i t o ry 
when the 1SC ;\{i sion 
began .  As t he sma l l  
aborigina l  community 

grew i n  numb ers Tommy joined them 
10 become the h umer to supply meat in 
,he form of wallaby or kangaroo and, in 

ason, d uds and geese. 
I n  a i;.ro up of expert hunters Tommy 

was up rerne. ( l i s  reading of u-ac.:ks was 
i n  · t antaueo u s  and u nerring. Returning 
from D a nl' i t1 w i th m e  i n  a j eep , as we 
�ped a long. Tommy d rew my a t ten t i o n  
10  h u man trad,s  on the road ,  'one man, 
two  w o m en. d i rce  ch i l d ren 11 0 1  far 
ah ead ! ' l i e  a n n o u n ced . S u re e n o u gh. 
some  m i n u t  •s late r  w e  ca u gh t  up w i th 
th e gro u p w h ose t ra c k.s Tommy h a d  

1•n l' a r l ier so dear ly on the bi tu men . •
Shon ly af l er th ere were fresh h u ffa lo 

e ra k . ·He's ru n ni ng.' sa i d  Tom m}' 
ei ci tedly and, a littl l a ter. he's sl owing 
down, he's walk.in!!-, h 's dose up·. There 
was the bu [falo arou nd rhe nexl comer. 

E m u  on the  menu  

On a n o th er n c  asio n a u  em u raced 
a C'ro - �  th road i n  from of th e j eep 
and j mo th e bu s h .  'Stop. Fa ther !' 
com ma nded Tomm}' as he ju mped from 
t he jeep. pu J li o g fro m l1 is h ead a large 
red a n d  wh i te s po tted h a n d  ke rch i ef, 
wuvine; it wildl y to th e accom pan ime n t 
of l ancing and loud whi�tling. 1lit: em u, 
now � o me three h u nJ rcd m etres o r s o  
i l l lO 1 h e  b u s h, prC1 m p t ly sto pped a n d  
low ly reu·aced its step s to i nves tigate 

th e h and ke rch i ef, th e w h i stling an d 
t he d a nci n g. Wh e n it a rrive d w itJ1in a 
few m tr •s of the jeep Tommy reached 
for h i . · hot gu n  wi th one band wl1i l c  
1 ·ont inu ing to , a,·e the bandkercb i f 
w ith the other. And so one emu was 
added to 1.he menu tha1 eveninl,!. 

By Joh n  Leary MSC 

FA THER John Leary MSC who died on 
January 1 9  this year and was buried at 

Wadeye [Port Kea ts] in the Northern 

Territory, spent almost all his priestly life 

working among aboriginal communities 

on Bathurst Island, Wadeye, the Daly 

River and around Darwin. In the coming 

months, as to a tribute to this much

lo ved missionary pr iest, Annals  wi/1 

re -publish a selection from among the 

many articles that he contribu ted over 

the yea rs tha t  he lived and worked in 

the Territory. May he rest in  Pea ce . 

Wh i l e  wa lk i n g with To m my, u nt i l  I 
k.oew b e ttt• r, I w o u l d  o ft e n  exc i t ed ly 
d ra w  a t temi o n  co ma ny po ss u m  
s c racdws o n  r h e  b a rk o f  a t r ee .  Ju s t  
o n , qu i ck l ook  a od  'font Oly w o u ld
d e cl a re no  µ o� · u m  a t  h o m e. Th 
m o s t  rec O l  1 rack s  \ e,·c downwards
incl icat..i og, of cour t!. 1ha r  the po !' n m
had left the er

Two fe l ler  one  bu l let 

I t  wa the sa me  wi th a n  a rray o f  
tra ck a ro u n d  a 15oan 11a bole. Th e last 
of t.he m w • re outw ard bou nd . 'He·s ou l 
hll i l ting." 1bmm wou ld say with a smile. 
Wb�u Tornra b ·ca m e  en t h u si ast ic 
a bout such Lracks a poss u m 01· :1 goanna 
was acl clcJ tu the men u. 

Wh en it ca me LO hu n t i ng kangaroo, 
To m my wo u l d  ass es s  how m a n  w e re 
needed . S h o u ld it b e  fo u r, Tomm) 
would tale four .303 bullet . 1.nvariabl 
he re1urnt:d with four L a nga roos. n 
one occasioo he cook f u r  bu l le1  and 
rcmrncd with five kanga roos. 'How 
comt' five Tommy? I asked. 'I b i n  l i nt>  
·em u p t, o fe l ler  wi t h  one  bu l let:
explained Tommy. Tommy u sed infin i te
care an d pa t ien e to pos i t ion  h i mse l f
t o  _nare h i s  ga m e. H e  wo u .l d  fa d e
im percept ib ly and s i lently into t he bush
background, becoming a part of i t.

D u ck or gee e o n  a b i l l :i b  ng 
wou l d  a ppear  und i sturbed  by the slow 
a pp ro ach of a p a tch of a c e r l i l l i l· S  
-h rou d i o g To m my' h ea d  a n d  s hotgun .
Ta ken comp le te] by su rp ri e, t h ere wa 
alw ays a m a.x i r n u rn  n u m b  · r  o f  d u ck or
geese  p e r  ca rn· i d , e .  L ea v i rt @. th e d ead
b i rd · fl o a t i n g, To m my w o u l<l q 1 i c k l y
s e c u re t h o s e  o n ly . l i •Yl 1 1 'y wou nded ,
a nd ready t o  t a k.e o ff, b , io • i u  r I.hei r
necks . O thers t h a t  h ad  n u 1 te red o ff
wou n ded io10 su rrou nd ing scru b w�rt:
ca reful ly noted and later retrieved. 

Abor ig i na l  'road s '  

1 we l l  re call t h e  d ay of th e grea t 
fl o o d  in 1 9 5  when t he w a te r w e re 
receding from the airstrip. Magpie •e ·sc 
w ere e\ erywh ere. Tom my was o u t  o n  
th e strip wi th hi s sh otgu n. Wo u nd ed 
geese were falling out of reach into deep 
water. He called on the services of three 
\ omen to swim an d i·etrie,, e the geese. 
I p ro tested to 'fomm a b o u t  Leavin g 
the d iffi c u l t w ork. to 1b c women a n d  
not do i n g it hi m se l f. 'Too da n gerou s, 
coo m a ny croco d il es !' To m m y r>p l i ed 
h o n est l y a nd with om u·ad i l.i o u a l  
chauvinism. His gallaou-y wa oot equal 
lo his hunting abili1y. 

Each year, at the proper time, Tommy 
would take off to attend a ccrcm<>ny at 
Ti m ber Creek. on the Victorian River. 
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Orr ·ed in a loinclod1. ,dch a bundle of 
pears in hand for hunting on the way, 

he would follow the ancienr ·black.Ii llow 
road ·' u cl for thou�and or years by hi 
anccsror_. I li r  t became aware of these 
roads after 1hcy wer pointed out to me 
by my abori ginal rrave l ! ing companions 
on a walk from Port Keats ro Daly River. 
They were narrow tracks no more tban 
a foot wide. cleared and hardened ov-er 
the cc11turics by the tramp of feet in tent  
on trade or ceremony. 

The m e m ory of Tommy the hunter, 
Tommy t he ceremony man, ra i sed 
wo rryi.o g ques t ions  i n  my m i n d  when 
1 retu rned co Daly R iver twenty years 
la ter. Tom my. s t i l l  act i ,·e, no longer 
practi cd bi h unting; no longer 
ga t hered hi pear·  or walked t he  
Lntcl iti.ooaJ road to 1imher Creek.. 

No need for 
trad i t ional  sk i l ls 

Young tn l'll h ad l ose a m o del and a 
1 ead1er. Th ey, l ike Tommy. were caught 
u p  i n  a n ew sys tem that wa!' s u btly
rep lac ing  the need to ex.e rc i se  those
i n 1 r ica1 e s k i l l s  lha1 m ade th em t h e
lDOSl self-relian t a n d  i ndependent of a l l  
people .

A cash economy, based in great par1 
on social  scc.u rity pay ments  and a local 
� ror '. had rep laced tb <• need co h un t . 
Vt-h ic les  had replaced the n e  d t o  walk 
and al l  tho e good tradi rional things that 
went with a i.mple thing like walling. 

My c nc rn wa not o much with 
tl1e lo s of hun t ing and walkin�. bot 
wid1 the peed and natu re of the 
change. r ,  gave no t ime for auche11 1ic 
cultural gr°' tb and became destructive 
of basic cu l t ural ,·a lues. So it tended 
to str ip peop le  l ike Tom my of their 
indepl!ndcn . rl1 �ir dignity, their sense 
of re spons i b i l i t y, r h c· i r  self-asmrance 
a n d, in fact .  op ·ned th · ·  w ay to many 
harmful consequences. 

Pressu res of Wh ite culture 

M iss ionaries 

[were] . . .  better 

T
H O U SAN DS of Abor ig i n al ch i ld re n  i n  remote co mmun it ies a re
sti l l waking up to no breakfast n ine months after the $ 1 . 5 b i l l ion 

federa l  i n terve nt ion , Gala rrwuy Yu n uping u ,  the  N orthern Territo ry's 
rnost powerfu l Abor i g i na l  leade r, has wa rned .  Ch i l d ren as yo ung 
as  1 2  are  st i l l  vu l n e ra b l e  to sexu a l  a b u s e  a n d  m a n i p u l a t io n  by 
men se l l i ng a l coho l , drugs  and pornog rap h y  i n  the  m in i n g  town 
of N h u l u n b u y  I n  north-east  Arnhem l a n d , M r  Yu n u p i n g u  to ld the 
Herald f n  Da rwi n .  Mr  Yun u pi n g u ,  a former Austra l ia n  of the Year, 
ca l led fo r the Interven t ion  tas kfo rce to urgently b u i ld m iss iona ry
style dormito ries i n  the commun it ies where ch i ldren cou ld be fed , 
clothed and cleaned . He said he would not shy away from criticism 
that the dormitories would be a return to the days last century when 
missionaries ran the communities .  "The miss ionary days were 
good ," Mr Yunuplngu said .  "The missionaries looked after the kids 
much better than the Government does today.• 

- Lmdsay Murdoch. Sydney Morning Herald, 
March 27. 2008 

past ,  even h i s  i d enti ty was c J 1 r  'atened. 
The one-sided collver arion cont inued 
all night 

Slowly, carefu l ly  

When I was i nvi l d on 0 1 1 e  occas i on  
ro  a Covernmen r •spomored meeti ng i n  

that h u rt s  us roost is when white pcC>p le  
deve lop condemnatory attit u des by 
fai l ing to un ders tand u s  and t h e  past 
that  has  made os .  'Th awai t ,  thawa i t. 
t l 1 awaic!"' 

Leav ing  the 'old  way' 

AJdaide on ab original pol icy l a sked Another proph etic figure at Port Keat 
C laude to a ccompany me. Claude  at t h i s  c i.me w a s Harry Pa l lada. A fce.r 
ad d re s s  d cbr  meeti n g. H e  began Harry received h i  first wage packet l ie 
by reca l l ing L hal t here was a word became worried and called a communicy 
i n  h is  language v ·ry important to rh is  meecing. He aw rh wage packet a 
occasion; it summed up al l  he , i!nt d representing a new way of livi ng and 
to say. Tiie world wa. ·tJ1.3wair: lt had a as a chal lenge to the ol d. · fy old way 
doubl . igni ficanc i1amel ·carefully', of li,ing,' he said. 'i pan of me - lh· ing 
and • Jow l •: lle pok of Lhe confu ion i n  the bush and from the bush, being 
and the  damage do1 1c t o  h i s  people by secure and at home t h�re.. reachi ng my 
th pre sure and e.11.p ctat ions of the children lo d o  the sam . What if l l a e 
dominan t  cu l t u re. He ga ve  examp l es the o ld  way which is me a nd try to ] i v  
an d aft r radi  c ampl ' added 'thawai L, th i .  new way which is no l  m e? l k now 
thawait . Ab rigi na l  p op l e, he sa id ,  I w i l l  end up m11,fodu : ·Makad u ' rn ·ans 
b fore the c;om ing of th white man, for literally a 'non-person: a nobody'. 
hundreds of year did no! h ave to hurry Both C l aude  and  Harry rea l i s ed  

Abou t  th i s  t ime  there was  a yo u ng with change. Th ey abso rbed the  mall to some degree, the grea t cl i s 1 r1 1 1 ee 
m a u  at Pore Kc.ats, C l aude Narjic,  son d e mands of ch ange slowly. Th ey had b etween th eir tradi t ion al way C )f l i vi1 1g 
of a l •ad i n g  rro d i t iona l  man, w ho was time lo become comfortable wi t.I i  i t  a nd  and  t h a l  o f  the d o rn i na 1u  white cul ture 
deeply concerned a bout 1he de ·tructive make it the ir  own. Howe v 1� w h en the a bour th em, and the immense risks and 
effecls the many pre s su re s  from the white man's cultu re arrived. so powerful difficulties invol ved in 1 ryi ng  to mak e  
dominant white cult ure were having on an d so very d ifferent  from t h e i r  own,  up the d is tance. They a l  ·o lrnow that  
h im aod hi people. Late one night he d em a nding qu ick  a dj u stments, they many non-Aborigina l  Au tral iaos are 
kn k •d n ID} doo1: He simpl wanted were complete ly expo ed and t otal l y  succum bing to  the pressures generaced 
10 sp • ak  of h i  a nxiety. his C el ing of u n pr par  d. o, pi a ·e. wh rr you are wi thin their owo cul ture, and wou ld
helple ness iu a si tuation wher th re d ealing w ith u s. h ,  p leaded, let i t  be want to demand v. ith Claude - 'thawait . 
appeared to be no answers. where all his done carefu l ly and low ly. The th ing  thawaiL. chawait� 
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:Apostles' if Free Thought no'U' the saints' q/Rationalirm 

REWRITING HISTORY 

N FACT, the liheral interpretation of hislnry has 
takeu over from !he Catholic tradition 1101 onlv 
its universalism, it� ,-,en�e of a �piritual purpot-c 
which rum through the whole life of humanity, 
but alsu its uuali�m. TI1e Liberal intnpreratin11 
of history is also domillated by the ima�e of 

� the two cities. But it is nmv rhr Chnrch whi,·h 
_'--___ .., 
is the eu{botlimem of tlmst> ·reactionary forces' which are 
the liberal equivalent of the powers of d.irknc�s. while thl' 
eh i Id re n of l his world ha\'e b ccome the children of ligl I L. 

1hii- n·.in�position was not. however, a ltogether a new rhing;. 
ll had behind it a :,;omewhat .;;jmilar PJnotional animdr to 
that whieh had already appeared in the Protc";tant tradition. 
[t i� trut· that the lauer I rndidon w .i� not rem.irk.abh· for 
its hi�tnrir achievements. It produced IHJ hi�torians wonhy 
of being: compared to rhc 1:1,Teat �cholar, of 1he Counter
R,0 /'orm.itiou and the agt> ofLoui� xr,. Bur i1 wa� respOll":-ibk 
for one inn0\·atio11 i11 the Christian interpreiation of history 
which had momernow- results. Thi� wa� its id cncifkatiori 
of Papal Romt' with die Babylon of the Apol:<tl_Ypse. which 
bt>came practicalJ�, an article of faith-and a vel'}' centr.il 
one-in all the Reformed Churchei;. It is diftimlt for us to-day 
to realize the existence of this belie f which dominated 
Prote�tant Europe for three hu1Jclred _years and which 
still remains as a subeonsciom 11nclcrcurrcnt in Protcs.tam 
thonght. Bm it is easy to sec that it entirdy altered the 
rn.H me of the Christian d uali�m by transforming it from 
an opposition hetween thP Church and the World to a 
conflict betwetn rwo l'orms of Christ.i.initv. And wlwr1 1hi-, 
step had orwe bec11 taken. 't\hen the iustimtional Ch11rch 
of a ihou�and years had been relegated to the domain of 
Antichrist and the Albigemiam and Waldensro;. had been 
identi lil·d with the persecuted saints of Scripture. i L wa� 
eas)' enough for the Enlightenment to take onr srep furthrr 
by sendin!?, tbC' Prute�tarn Churf'ht•s to join the Church of
Rome outside the pale and by canonising the apostle� of free 
tl1oug:hr a� the �aims of rationali�m. 

~ Christopher Dawson. Religwn and rhe Modem SrOJt.. London. Sheed and 
W ard, 1935, pp.84-8,'5. 
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U NPALATABLE TRUTHS 

A glimpse at part lives and why they were jortunale 

FOR
T

UNATE LIVE S 

U RI NG an address I 
was a · ked w gi"e a l  
a fu neral l ast year I 
r .ferred to a b ook 1 
uneanhed m ny years 
agn in a econd-hancl 
boohhop. 

Th book in question - which I ca n 
no lon ger locate - as ca ll ed AsR du 

fallows rdw cut r he ha!J and t h e  p oin t  I 
crie d to rnak• at the fu neral w as h ow 
m u c h we can al l li:arn from 1i 1e1ung to 
th e 1 ·em i 1 1i scence s o f  eld rl y peopl e -
such as cl10se of the recently d eceased. 

As/.: the Jellow.< who cut the hay w as. in 
foct. an atte mp t  m ade many  ye a r  ogo 
to p l ace o n  re cord a n  ora l h i s to ry of 
fa rm wo rk.ers i n  Brit a .i n for a far  back 
a s  a n y o n e  cou l d  rem e m b  r. ft a ls o  
incl u d ed the memorie s pas ed on fro m 
t he parents an d gra nd p arents o f  those 
i n 1erviewc<l for the  book. 

My p u rpo s e  i n  reca l l i n g  t he  book  
n ow rclat s to I.he rela ri ve aua t e r i ty 
which a p pa. r  nd) faces 01 1 1  h of the 
<l •yeJoped worl<l - an aus teri ty to w hich 
f ew people are any longer a, ·u s tomed.

13 contrast, farm o rkers in 1 9th 
cc· n m ry B ri t a i n  were thorough ly  
a ccu stomed Ln  I i  ves  w i th a d L·grce  
o f  au s teri ty and  l ack  o f  in :u eri a l
possess iom which are b a rd to im agine
coda_ ye t, i f  t h ei r  recol k rLi o n s are to 
b e  beL ievl.'d. ,n.•n· apµ a r  nd_, n o t  j u s t
slOical but  act iYe ly h app�· ahnu 1  t heir
l ive .

Their die, onsi ted almo:;c i:ntirel:,. 
o fa r  as J cao  recall of ho1n c- ba ·ed 

b read a n d  hoJUe -brewed b eer - b ,nb
o f  which were h i"h ly nu 1 ri t i o u s  -
supplem nted by occasional vegetab l s
a1 1 cl rabbits and, m 1 ·e occasional ly sti l l. 
by p o rk. Mo_ t k p t  a pig of th i r  w n
n mall al locati n f land.

SeU'...eviden tly a rrificial ente rtainment 
and cowumc:r goods cJjd not ft.· a t u re a1  
a l l  in their l ives .  But thri l 't.. ·mating-do; 
neighbourly kind ness a nd d emand ing  
phy�ical t0i l a l l  unqu estionably did. 

.By Gile Auty 

One o
f 

the rea 0 11 s  whv I found AsA: 
the fallow. who cut the hay especi a lly 
in t rigu in is that 1 grew u p  i n  th e 
En lis h cou11tr:i·side m ·self 

Wh eu l was little. d ra u ght h orse 
were st il l in rcgu la l' use for plou gh i n g  
and h auling can:s, a c i rcu mstance which 
m a y  have bee n p rolong ,d a r tifi ci a lly 
b ecau se fu el of any ki nd - a long wit h 
m uch else - was iu very $ h o1i su pply in 
Britai11 during tl1c Second World War. 

Beca use o u r fam i ly h ome l ay  i n  a 
cl ire<:t pat.h of po si b le invasion , m , 
sister a.nd I were eYacuated twi<.'C. 

Whe 11 we t n a l ly  ret u rn ed h o m e  
o u.r Kcmi s h  ga rd en provi d ed 1 1 s wi 1 h
a gra n d s r n u d  vi ew of a e ri a l  co m b ats 
d u ii n g th e day a nd  welcome refu ge -
v i 11  a s i m pl e  d u g- o u t  air- ra.i d she l t e r -
at ni gh L

S m a ll ch i ld re n  te1 1 d t o  b e  i o noceat 
Jnd u u..knowing admi tte d ly h u t  m o  t of 
my memories from th is pha of my life 

. a re excreroe .ly happy ones. 
M o  t o f  t he c re d i t  fo 1· t h i s  i s  

u n d o u b tedly d u e  1 0  t b e  ca l m  a u d
� rtitude d i  played by m y  p aren ts. 

My mo ther, i n  particu l ar. afread) had 
plenty of e · pe r i ence of the  po�s i b lc 
consequ n ce s  o f  w ar s ine two of h e r  
three hrothers of miH ta r,r age - al ong 
w i t h  r he  man 10 whom  s l i c  was the11 

Computer Games 
and Modern 

Nove ls  in 1 77 5 

M
ada m, a c i rcu lating 
l i brary in a town is as an

everg ree n  tree of diabo l ical 
knowledge; i t  blossoms  
throughout the year. And depend 
on i t  . . .  that they who are so 
fond of handling the leaves will 
long for the fruit at last. 

- R ichard BriAsley She�idan, 1 751-181 6:
The Rivals [1TT5J 

engai;ed - were kil l  d i n  tht' First 
World War. whilt' h •r th ird brother was 
seriously wounded. 

During noisy. 00( ' [ 11 r nal air raid . my 
father read to u u.rcle. ssly by torchligh L 
Th e o nly b o  k I now r · o lle I h i m 
reading , n s  Children of the Ne v Frm:st 
an d h i  r nditio n of 1 hi!> sh only - a nd 
happil - cnc.-ourased in me a voracious 
app l! ti1c for read ing m yse lf, a ha bi t I 
have never relinqui hed. 

I n  the absence of fueL all of us 
travelled almost everywhere by bicycle. 

Sj nce holidays away from ho me. w er e  
n o t  a w a l'lime op t i o n. we varied o u r  
i n d i  id u al <laily rou t es a s  m uch as we 
cou ld and a lso went on day 0 U 1 ings and 
picnics regularly as a family. 

Us ual ly s u c h o u td oor d eMinati o n �  
w e re cho en  fo r  p a rti cu l a r  fc atu r t> s  
s u ch a !- th e prese nce o f  I n t e res t i n g 
w i l d fl ow ers or \\• i l d l i fo 0 1: i n  o n e  
in  tance, for i t s  outc ro ps of h a lk from 
b lo h o f  w h i ch w · ca rYed a tte m pted 
culpt uraJ p ort ra i t  o each other. 

,t: fatht:r  had a panicu l a .r  k nack o r  

i nducin n i  ht.ingales to j u "  b • _ki l fu l ly 
i m.i tati n g  their warm-u p  1 1 01 • AJI of us  
shared  an  eq ua lly pa s.io11 a t c  i nce resc in  
naLU ral history. 

On  days  when  outdoor ac1 i v i 1 i e s  
were i mpnslsi l., h• u n d  mr i 1 e r  a n d  I 
wert�. not ut schooL my mother, who was 
a good mnoteu r a r ti s 1  herse l f.  set us -
and o ·cns iona l  visit i ng cous ins  - highly 
demand ing su bjeccs lor d raw ing . 

..wee food w as scarce - and rationed 
an} way - and TV n o n-e�s ten l  a, dl t' 
Lime none of u� scoo d much douse r  of 
becoming inact i v  or o bese . i\f own 
parri ular ob�esjon cem red I I  playin� 
tennis and cl imb ing 1 rees, so Lha l l wa 
gen ral ly ex hausted by nightfall. 

Neither of my pa rents were regular 
c·h n rch -goers - my ow n i m  !'est i n  
Ch ristian i ty occurred later i n  lffe -
bu1 from my m moric� of them aod of' • 

scores of rura l  peo ple l ike lh, en I b a,'e 
som clue at least of why from the most 
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MODERN LIVING 

Rules far a lust H'ar in a Warped World 

STABILISING PEACE 

S JAN M AC DONALD 
poi n te d  o u t  in h i s  

• rev i e w  o f  C .  A .  J .

Co a dy 's Mo r a lity
and Political Violence 

[Annals 2008/8 ] , the
Churcb"s j u t war rules

have been around as a set of principles 
ac least sin ce St Augu stine. He might 
have added th a1 tll current Catecltism 
of rite Catholic Churd, sets ou t iJ1e rule, 
i n  Article 2309 .  The Cace<'hi m wa5 
published in 1 994- under the imprimatur 
of the present Holy Fatbt•r as Cardinal 
Josef Rat2i11ger. 

Of cour s e, the  Church u uderst and  
- none better  - tha t  it  is oue thin g
to s tate a et o f  p rinc ip les bu 1  qu i te 
a n o ther lo decide how those should 
be pursued in practice. l o  i t s  wis dom, 
the Ch u r  h general ly refra i n s  fro m  
expressing a ju dgment a s  disti nct from 
an opinion on a pa1t icular conflict. ln its 
srntement of che jusc war principle • the 
Catechism insists tbat: "'The evaluat.ioo 
of these conditions for moral legitimacy 
b longs to the prudcmial j u  dgmcn t  
of those who have respon ibility fo r 
the  corn mon goo d." Th u , while Pop ' 
John  Pa u l  I I  could crit i cise G ulf \Va rs 
r and II. the" responsibi lity for going to 
war against lraq re ted with the United 
N aL ions Sec u ri ty Cooncil in  the  fir s t  
case and President George W Dush and 
Pri m e  M i n is rcrs B l ai r a n d  Howard i n  
th second. l n  the case oC Pope Bene dict 
XV's plea for negotia tions during Wodd 
War 1, the respons i bility for refu sal 
was that of the leaders of the warring 
parties who, at least in tJ1e ea c of the 
Allies, were responsible to thei r  peoples. 

o one ea n cake that responsibi l i t-y
from them a u d  they wilJ be j udg d 
imm diately by their lectorate s an cl 
finally by God. 

The ba sis of that  re sponsi hiljty is 
chat governm ents are best abl e to j udge 
not on ly b ecau se they are answerable 
but also b cause they have information 

B.!J M khael O'Connor

not norm ally ava i lable to others. That 
dues nm mean that with Llte advan tage 
of hin dsi bt - or even fo,resigbt - that 
they are i o \'ariably corn1 ·t. I n  the case 
of Gul f War I I. the inform ati oo used -
a t  least publicly - to judge the morality 
of r sor1 LO \I ar 1, a fuu nd rn lie no1 
only seriously flawed b m  a lso s u bjecl 
t q1 1 e stiou within  the  governmem 
itsel f. That imply shows the compleric y 

that g.o\'ern ruem,  mu. 1 deal 11 ith a 

pan of thci1· um•nviablt' cask. Decisicml' 
frequeml m u s,1 b · made in the absence 
of cert aiat  beca u s(• certa in ty cannot  
be  achi eved . I n  any event,  i t  cou ld be 
argued rha t  there was ample j ustification 
in the se1ie of resolutions of the United 

The Bu rka and 

the Rich 

V
ery few o f  the (women
of Kabu l ]  know that  thei r  

a ncestors. Afghan women i n  the 
l ast centu ry, were strangers to
the burka . The burka had bee n
used for centu ries but not by
large numbers of the population .
It was reintrod uced durin9 the
re ign  of H abibu l l a h ,  fro m 1 901
to 1 91 9. He decreed that the two 
hundred women in his h a rem
should wear them so as not to
entice other men with their pretty
faces when they were outside the
pa lace doors. Thei r ve i ls  were
of s i lk  with intricate em broidery,
and Habibu l l ah's pr incesses
wore burkas embroidered with
gold thread . The burka became
a garment of the upper classes ,
shie ld ing women from the eyes of
the masses.  During the fifties t e
use of the burka was widespread;
but only among the rich.

- The Bool<se/ler of Kabul by Asoe 
Seier..tad, Back Bay Books. p.90

at ions Securi ty Counc i l  even i f  t h at 
body fou n d  i t  d i fficult to take Ll1 c fi nal 
step of authoris ing war. 

In the case of World War I, l am not 
aware thllt Lh Western Allie at any tim 
songh t  'nncondition a l  s ul'J'en dcr: In 
fact co do so wo u ld  h.ave bee,n fatuou 
beca u s  u n t i l  mid - 1 9 l 8. the co l l t ' , t 
w a  cYenly bala nced.  A fundam en ta l  
C'() n d i r i on  of  a ny peace agree ment, 
rh o u gh, b ad LO have been  r storalion 
of t h ose p a rt .  of Fram·e a lmost the 
whole of Be lgi u m  and l l  of Serbia 
that had been i nvaded and occupied, 
something 1.. hat th Central Pm� e1'S g.i.ve 
no i n dication of a ccepting. ln Worl d 
War II. the Western Allies sought - and 
achieved - u nconditional s urrcnder of 
the Axis powers and Japan .  And w hy 
n o t? Tb con trary i d ea that C erm a ny 
and Japan a1. lea s t, given their known 
pla o s  for th eir o n peoples, would be 
left u ncler thei r existing govern ment 
was horri fyin g. lan MacDona ld  
s uggests tha t  unconditiona l  su rren d er 
led to the ovi etisatioo of East e rn  
Euro pe. True enough b u c  it  also led 
t o  the  e s t ab l i shmen t  of peac fol a n d  

pros perous  dem ocracies i n  ltaly We t 
Germany and Japan. Jn  the e n d ,  the 
Sovi etisaci<.on of Ea stern Europe wa s 
e n ded by a combi n ation of Sol idari ty, 

papal m o ral force b u t  a l s o  by the 
moral a n d  economi  co l l ap se  of the  
Communis t  idea l  bast ned  by M i l

l

h a i l  
Gorhachev's recognit ion that 1be systrm 
was 6nished. Furthermore. no small part 
was played by the 1 947 Tru man  policy 
of contain m e nt and the Reagan  policy 
of spending th e Soviet mil i tary system 
in to  bankrup tcy. Ill other words, the  
fu l l  swp to World War  l l  was pl aced 
by :i complex combina t ion  of factors 
and p l ayers in , 1:tich the u nconditional 
surren der demanded of tbe Axis .Powers 
and Japan was an essentia l element. 

So much for the jus ad he/Lum. ln 
oor  case, the ultimate responsibility l ies
u pon the elected govern ment. Mili ta rv
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Lat i n and the Mass 

N
O N E of the a b ove observa t io ns  should cast doubt  upon
the importance of such large-sca le l i turgies. I a m  th i nking 

here p a rt icu larly of ce le brations a t  I nternat ional  ga ther ings , 
which n owad a ys are held wi th g reater freq u e ncy. The m o st 
shou ld be m ade of the se occas ions. I n  o rd e r  to express 
more clea r ly  the u n ity and  u n i ve rsa l ity of the C h u rch ,  I wish 
to end orse th e p roposal made by the Synod of B ishops, i n  
h a rmony with th e d i rectives o f  the S econ d Vatican Cou n cil , '  
th at ,  w i th  the  excepti o n  o f  the read i n g s , the hom i ly a nd the 
prayer of the fa ithful ,  i t  is fitt ing that such l i turgies be celebrated 
in Latin . Si m i l ar ly ,  the better-k nown prayers2 of the Church 's 
tradition shou l d  be recited i n  Lat in  and , if poss ib le ,  selection s  
of Gregorian cha nt should be sung.  S peaking more g enerally, 
I ask that future priests , from thei r  time i n  the seminary, receive 
th e p repa ration n eeded to understand and to celebrate M a ss 
in Lat i n ,  and also to use Lat in texts and s ing Gregoria n  ch ant ;  
nor should we forget that the fa i thful can be ta ught to recite the 
m ore com m o n  p rayers in Lati n ,  and  also to s i n g  parts of the  
l iturgy in  Gregorian chant. 3 

- Benedict XVI , Sacramentum Catitatis, Apostolic Exhortation after the Synod
of B ishops .  2007, given in Rome, at Saint Peter"s, on February 22, the Feast

of the Chair of SI Pete� in the year 2007, the second of his Pontificate . 
[1 . er. Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy Sacrosanctum ConCJ1ium, 36, 54. 

2 . Propositio 36. 3 Cf. Ibid. ]

leaders may a d v i  e for or agai l l l> C :my 
decision for war. Perbaps, r o  l a ke u p  
M ac Donald ' .  po i nt  a bou t Profes�or  
Coady teach i ng the j ust war principles; 
he shou l d  be educating our pol iticians, 
whose apµroach LO most mat ters s <·ms 
to be strictly u l i l iwri a n .  The i n an er 
of jus in hdlum or conduct i n  w a r  is 
in fact taught  q u i te extens i i·ely to all 
our mil i t a ,1' persou ne l  through rnora l  
formation programs and trainino- i n  t h.e 
law� of a rmed conflicc .  The latter law s  
ore based u pon e h  vari o u s  Geneva 
Convent io n s.  w hich are th ems lve 
based to a la rge extent 0 11 b asic 
Christian pri n ciples. T I1ese make ic very 
plaiu to all croops at any level t hat  they 
arl '  personaUy re spons ib l e  for t h.e i r  
own 11c1 s in any com bat s i tuat ion. They
can not cla im proieetion 011 the ground 
of obed i ence c o  a mani fe s t ly u n lawfu l  
order although di sobedience wi l l  place 
the onu of p roof that an o rder was  
unlawful upon tJ1e soldier who refuses. 

Th ere are two oth e r  µrohlem s .  
Because the rules cons t i tute nece sarily 
iaadeq uat • attempt to codify rcspon es 
to every conceivable situat ion .  they not 

only i mpo�e a heavy b u rden upon 1he 
i nd i vidu a l  uut are a c t u al ly  d i vorced 
from a uy recogn ised form of Chri stian 
mo ra l ity. Un less the so ld i  • r  or h i s  
o mmanders hav e a sound Chr is t i a n

upbringing dtat b eg an  in childhood,
many wi l l  face cons iderable con fu . ion .
Ln  Au stral ia., die situation i s  nor too bad
but as Christian religious bel ief tends to
disappear from the community, they \\,i l J
b replaced by that cornmon Austra l ian
appeal to the 'fair e;o·, a not necessarily 
useful yardstick. 

The second problem is the n d to 
disl i n g u i s h  between co m b atan ts a n d  
non -com ba tams or. to u s  a crudity. 
bc·cween soldiers and  civi l i ans .  ln m ost 
current conflicts, th< ·  distinction is rarely 
c lear cut wiLh enemy com batants no c  
on ly appeari ng i n  civil ian c:lothe. and
wi rh  concealed , eapon · but a l  o using
gen u i n e  non-com batants in imilar 
cloth i ng as s h i e l ds. The b u rd 0 11 upon 
the i ndividual soldier b omes almo . t 
i 1 1 R upportable. I re 1 11 i n  a vivid and  
horrifying reco l l ec t ion of telev i s i o n 
fo otage from Rwa n<la in I !19 4  tha t  
showed armed Belgian peacekeepers 

s i t t ing on thei r a rmoured vchicl · 
watching two rou ps of tribeslll a 
hackin g  each other 10 dea th .  How ver 
m uch they may have want<,d to 
i n t e rvene. they were fo rb i dde n to 
do o by t h e  New York. b u rea ucra t s  
o f  1hc  Uni ced Nation . Many imi la r
s i t u a tions  ha\ e  a ri e n  in the so-ca l l ed
p aceke epin opera t ion s. In one  case
\u 51ral ian soldiers, co chci r 1:verl asdng
LrediL di.obeyed tl1cir orders to rescue
R" .i.nd a o ci vi l i an s  who w re heing
5la u �h c c red .  Wh i l e  ev n tua lly - a11 d
rduna n d y  - d e cora t ed fo r  bravery,

.I:'\' ne\·enheles had to face threatened 
ch->1.:iph nar:,· ac t ion for their disobedience 
and }ear�  o r  severe p sychological 
dis tref> . Tho:ie  v. ho pontificatt' ahour 
1he b.?h;l \  i ou1· uf so ldiers in com b a t  
almosl 1nv.uiably have n o  experience of 
iL reali�. e;,peciaUy in today's conilicts 
where ,;>n•n· deci!'ion - or non-dec.i ion 
- is �ubjea lO le�al or media scrutiny.

Of cour,-c:. :.h�rc is aho the question
thaL i val id  i11 ,:\" en  a on ven tionaJ  
con flict - what i ,  a cid l i  n '/ ! J i t l e r  
was technically a c i 1' i l i a n .  o we.re the  
scie n t i �,5 w ho de,  loped t h e  atomic 
bomb and oth r " e-apo n s  of was 
destru ct ion .  \1_1 f.ubu refused  L c a ke 
part in biolo� :al ,, ·= xpcrimcr i rs in 
Australia du rm , \\ !"ld W.1r H. but  Lhe 
�cient ist and ci\-ilPan l i1.x mak€I'S who 
d velop and wi�h w ll • e  these thi □gs 
are suppnsedI�- immune foom recaliation 
or pre.-empci,·e ana 11 hile the soldiers. 
who ha-..'e no I• l 'e tor ,mch weapons, are 
consid red f i r  game. 

[c' a w rpecl \\ orl d we L i ve in. The 
Chur  1 ha· .a.h,·av;: acrep,  d that fallen 
man 11' i l l  go co 11 ar. l n  mo t cases  
A u s t ralia b a �  gone to war  to r t0re 
peace wher<.> it ha b roken dow n .  That 
i a higl1 dutJ· and  rncaciou rt: rogn isecl 
by Pope Joh n Pa u I T T  when he to ld a 
garhrrin f hal i a n  sol diers th t :  "''lhose 
� ho f! h '  mi l i cary serv i e I.O u st he 
con •id d •mi niEters ol '  rh security and 
fr ed m of people ' and i n deed 'if they 
carr_,,· out their d utie properly, they al o 
truly c ntri b ute to rabilising; peace''." As 
a pcoph:. \>' e 111 i g;ht h ave g;ot it w rong 
at t i me:. and individuals  have certai n ly 
coml !l i L t t'd  atrocities esprci al ly when 
u ndt>r  i ru m easura b l e  s t re ss  but the
tota l 'c:o recard is pretty good. Hel p ing

people to d •a l wi th the complexities of

people� ac  war cal Js for much more than
o ut dated med ia  shorthand 01· i \'Ory
lOwer pbilo ophising.
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CATHOLIC f AITH 

7 became a Catholic in order lo be more fully what I was and who I war . . .  �

THE BROKEN WILL BE MENDED 

r n  s is  more a s l' o ry 
tha n a n  urg,umenl .  I t  
i s  in  �omu ways a vet)' 
persoi,al story, and yet 
n o t  withou t  bro a de r  
i mplicaLiom;. I r  is  j nst 
p o s s i b l e  t h at some 

m ay J iscern in th e story u ge5tions 
of au a rgu mem, even an argu ment 
about ll ,  natu re of Lutheran. i sm, and 
of Prot tamism mar • generally. 

When -jo 1 990 J was r•ceived by rh� 
la ce John  Cardina l O'Connor into full 
com m u n io n  wi th  the Cathol ic Church 
- on September 8, the t ivi ty of Our
Lady - J i s sued  a s li o n  ta tement  in
response to the que�tion "\\'hy?' 

W i th L u theran  frit! l lds  especia l ly 
in w i n d, I said, "To tho s e  of you with 
w hom I h ave tra,·el led in L he pas L 
know th at we travel t ogether st i l l .  I n  
the mystery o f  Chri st a n d  h i s  Ch urch 
no ch  i n g  is lost, and the b rn keu w i l l  
be mended. J f, as I a m  pers uaded, my 
com munion w i th  Ch rist'� Ch u rch i s  
n o \  tJ1e fuUer, t hen  i t  follow c h aL my 
un i ty with all who are in Christ is n ow
the strong(·r. We travel together stil[ 

When Card i nal e� mun was  asked 
at a <l inn  •r party w hy he became a 
Catholic. he responded that it was  not 
the k.iud f th ing that ca n be properly 
e x p la ined b etween so u p  a n d  c h e  fish 
cou_rse. When a kc.-d the:- same question. 
and of course one is askrd it wi th great 
frequency, [ usually refer ro Newman's 
respo n s  . B u t  the□ I adtl what I ca l l 
the shurr auswer, which is simply this: [ 
becam e a Catholic in order tO be more 
fu l l y  wha t  l was and  w ho J w a s  as a 
Lutheran.  Th , story t."hat fol lows m ay 
shed som • l igh1 on that short answer. 

f o  t b  s tate m en t  of September 8, 
1 990, I a l . 1) �aid :  

I cn 1 1 1 1 ot  1;1xp rcss a<lequ atiely my 
gratitude for all the soodness T have 
k nowu in the 1 1 thcran com munion.  
There l was baprind. there I learned 

B_y Richard John Neuhaus  
[ 1 936-2009] 

my prayers. r l t en: I was i n t ro d u ced 
1 0 Script u re a n d  creed, 1 h ere I 
was n u  nu red by Ch ris1 n Chri st. 
t her J came co k.nuw 1he uucrl.v 

ra1 1 1 i 1 ous  love of God b_y which w 
l i \"e as 1 on i , b ed .  for my theo l ugfra l
format io n, for friendships beyond
numbering. for grc.at baule� fou gb1.
for mutua l  <'Ousu l at i on s in defeat.
for companion;hip in mi L 1 i stry-for all
lhis I gi\'e dHmh . . . .  As for my tb.iny 
year_ .1, a L t 1 1 h e ran p, s tor, there i s  
1 101h in� i l l  i : ha t  1 11 in i. try thal I. \ ou lu 
repudiate. ex<;e pi  my nr nny s iu� am] 
<honcomi 1 1g . ly IH'con1 in 1l prie�t 
in t he  Cat hol i c · Chu r  h w i l l  b the 
comp lt- t ion a nd right ordering of 
wbat w.1 begun all t ho e yea rs ago. 
Noch ini; tha t  jg guvd l. r jected. a l l  
i fu lfilled. 
Begi n  at St. John' Lutheran Church 

in t h e  O t taw a a l ley o f  Cam1da. To 
he brought  I I  p a Lutheran, at l e a s t  
a Missouri  Sy n o d  Lu theran ,  a t  l e a s t  
t here a n d  at l ca !, t  th en, wa  to know 
on e self  as a n  ecdesi a l Christi an .  O f  

Christ and 

the Chu rch 

T
H E R E FO R E , d o  n ot
sever the head  from 

the body so that the whole 
C h rist no longer ex ists .  For 
Christ is not whole and entire 
withOut the C h u rch , nor the 
C h urch witho ut Christ . The 
whole Christ , the  co mpl ete 
Christ, is head and body. 

. Isaac of Ste l la [1 1 00-1178 AD] 
Sermon 1 1 . An Eng lish Clstercian 

monk. friend of St Thomas ill Beckel. 
and by 1147 abbot of the Monastel}' 
at Stella, close IO Polllers In France. 
From The Roman Breviary, second 

read ing at Matins for Friday of the 23rd 
Week of lhe Year. 

cou rs I d id  no, p u t  i t  t h a t  way a 
a yo ung boy  n o r  was it p u t  t hat way 
to me but I would l a ter sec wh at had  
happened. An ecclcs ia l  Christian is one  
who u n d  •rsta.nds w i c h  m ind and lll'art, 
and even feel s  w i 1 h  h i s  Fi n gNtips. 
tha1 Christ and his Chu rd,, h ead a nd 
bod , are i n sepa rable. For th.e t'(;desiaJ 
Christian. the ace of faith in Christ and  
the act of fai th i n  d ie  C h u rch are no t  
two acts of  fai r.b but one. In the  words  
of the t h i rd century St. Cyprian, rnartyt· 
b i shop of Carth agP .  'He who wou l <l 
have Goel a his Fat h er m u st h ave the  
C h 1 1 rd1 as hi motl ier: l n a.n i mportan t  
cnse, every Christian, e en the most 

i ndividuuList i c, is an ecclesfal C b ris r ian .  
s i nce no one  k nows rhe gospe l c :\"cep t 
from che Church. l:"Ctra ecduiam nu/la 
so.fur - no salvation omside th Church
app l ie s  i-o a l l .  for some, th a t  1 ru1b i s  
inciden tal ; for the ecclesial Chri stia11 i t  
i s  consdtu civc, i t  is a t  t he  ery core. o f  
faith and  l i  e. 

1 1 1  my Missouri. y no d  ·h i ld hoo d 
t here were seemingly l i t'T l e  < h ing that 
m 11de a big d if

f
e r  n e. S o me w o uld 

cal l  them 'n() n -cheological fo<:wrs.' but 
l SC ' now lhat they were mi ught with
cb eol ogica l signifi caoce. Across t h <'
treet from t h e  pusonage of S c .  John·s

wa. an  evangel ical Proce · ra n t  ch u rch .
A l so a ross t h , st reet  bved my I.J e st
fri ends. the Spooner brother  . w h o
with th e i r  devou t ly C a t h o l i c  fa1uily
attended St .  Columkifs Cath · d ral

l am s u re l t  w as unart i cu la ted but
s • l f-evideo t to ru ' by tht'  ti me 1 was 
five y-ars old t h a t  S t .  Jo h n's and the 
catb •dra J  had more in c -o mmon  than 

i chcr had w i tl 1  t he  evangeli cal chapel. 
for nc i m m easurably mom en tou s  
t hing. u r  ch u rches  bapc i ;,;ed babie s .  
Th e i1 too, our  b e i n g  saved w a s  
som e lh i ng that Go d d id  t h r  ugh H i  
Church: i t  was a giv n. a gifr .  T t  d i d  noc 
depend - as it d id  for Do1 1 gy C ah i l l ,  
o u r  evangelical  fr iend - upon feel i n gs
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( > I' sp i r i tua l  exp erie nce. l e  (fope. n d d 
u po n  grace b e  tow d t h rou h Lh ing
don . 

Uul i.k.e tb poone r b 
cac chism clas taught co p a of soltr 
gratiu., and  wa told tha,  t h  • r rmh 
in 1 h  L p h ra e div ided u fro m the  

cholic buL best l n r member. 
I wa much more impr :, c-d by the 
&ratio and  d i sinclined to p i  ·k a fi gh t  
ove l' t he  so/a. We hoth k n  •w t hat w 
\ r 10 keep the commandmenl and 
rry co please God in all tha t  w did. The 
di c i n  L ion s upposedly was that L as a 
Lutlwran. trie<l 10 be good in l i t ude 
or being sa\'ed, whiJ ' thol i c  tried 

ro be ood i a  ord r co b 
don't  recall  \'er  d i scussi n g  thi wirh 
e h  pooner  b oys, b u t  I e xpec1 we 
wou ld  have thought it a di · t i nction 
wi1.hout much of a diffcren •c:. Wf' knew 
wr: w r baptized chi ld r n of God fo r  
w h  n ,  Chri s 1  d i ed, aud  h a t  i t  was a 
v •ry bad Lhing to get ou God' wron 
i de. In catecb.i m cl· I ,  a, told that 

the , Cathol ics. wer mor afraid of 
od's ptwi hmem than l,  who wa • ure 

o orgh' ne s. b u t  1 oevt"r no t i  ed that
co b rh e case.

Don' t  get rn wrong. r wa D O (  

t h e o l ogica l l y  precoc ious  t age five, 
or v n ten. l was n o t  ev n specially 
devouL I really didn't like havin to o 
1 0  chu h. Bu t  I am lookin ba · now, 
1 ry in  to und rst and rhe form tion of 
a n  I sial Christ ian - a Chri t ian of · 
lowe r-case ca tho l i c  cns ib i l i t i  · who 

o u l d. tep b.  tep. he J cl to upper
ca:e atholic allegiance. 

CHEVALIER 
RESO R E CE TR 
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Th ere w re oth •r • · ro i ngly l i t t le 
t hing . t . Jol i n' and 1 he olher 
Lutheran ch urch T kne  had a hi h 
altar. As did th thed ral. With candl . 
A lso important ,  th r , a not a ba re 
cros but cru cifix. And a communion 
rai l  at w h i  h w kn It and  receiv�d 
what  we w r ,  t a o g h l  was  really a n d  
truly and wi th o u t  any qn ivocacion th•· 
Body and Bio d of CLri I. As were the 

pooner boys Laugh and as we both 
aid w b e l i e ved a l tho ugh we agreed 

th at we u re ou l d n•t figure it ouL 
nd we hnd catech i m to memorize 

tha r  were a i m  t ident ica l in format 
and qae t ion , a Jthou h oot al wa  
i n  answer . And everyh dy knew 1 h a1 

Cathol icity and 
the Church of Rome 

by PaUI Stenhouse 

S
T Cyprian of Carthage {died AD 258] calls Pope Stephen (AD
254-257) 'the head and root  of the Cathol ic Church ' . , He calls

the Church of Rome the 'root and wom b  of the Catholic. C h u rch , '2

and writing to Pope Cornel ius [AD 251 -253) he calls the Church 
of Rome 'the root and mother' of Catholic Unity. 3 When the bishop
of  Carthage heard of the e lect ion of Pope Corn e l i u s  he wrote to 
hlm telling him that he had sent letters throughout the north African 
Province so that 'all our colleagues might approve and cl ing to you 
and your com m un ion, wh ich is not only the unity but the charity of 
the Catholic Church' .◄ 

- Cyprian wes blS/1op or Carthage from 24t'r-258. See ( 1 )  Ep/Sl/6 htl/Jli.
121 Epislfe xMli [3] Eplstf.e xiv [41 Epistle xiv/ii. For al l  references. 

Mi' na Patrologia Latina. tame IV 

dw way to t eU the di ffere n  c lwtw�•t•n 
Ca1 ho l i c  aod L u t heran ch u r  •h and  
a l l  r h  o rhers i lhat  Cathol ic · and 
Lu th ran put a cro s on t p f the i r  
st  epl • instc-ad of a we a t h  r vane or 
uolhin t all. 

hen too, a l tho ugh i.n ca l ccl , i  m 
cla l bl'ard abou t so/a scriprura, we 
both k n ew we b a d  a Magisteri u m. 
a l t hough I 'm s u l'e J never h a r<l t h e  
term. Whim i t c a m e  to e n l i n g  a 
que t ion i.n dtspute, they had the pope 
- and we had th , faculty of Concordia
Somin  ry in Sc. Lou is. ]1  wa p rfectly
n I u I lO sk. tht> question. ·wh t' .  our
po iti  11 on this or that?' Tiu: 'our· in
tb · qu st ion self-evidently ret rred to
t h e Mi our i  Synod, a n d  t h e  an w r
,, a o ro ru o n ly giv ,n by r fere nce
co  an artide i n  the synod' offi ia l
pub l i,ca ti o r i . The Lutheran Witness. 
u ual l  w ritten, or o it seem d, by Dr.
Th od Graebocr.

Wh the poon ers went o one 
ch u rch nnd we to anoch r e m ed 
ob iou enough; they were athol ic_ 
an<l w were L u l hera o . Th y were 
raugh t  that they b l onged to the  ·o ne 
1 rue C h u rch' and 1 was , augh t  that 
L belonged to the Miss o uri  y n o d  
a n d  al l t h o s e  w h o  ar , i n  d oc tr ina l  
agrc m n t  wirh the 1issou ri nod, 
which om m u nit  made up 't he l rue 
vi  ibl ,h u rch on eanh.' o, b • tw •en 
r heir e cle io logical claim aud our. i 1  

eem d prett m u  h tos - u p. They 
wer t aught char. de pite m not 
be lorrging to the o ne i ru c  Ch u r<·h, 1 
cou ld b ·aved by virtue of 'i m•i nci b le 
ign o rance.' L w a ,  t a ught that d sp ite 
their nur belonging to the true vi ible 
Chu rch on earth. they cou ld  b aved 
b - in t h , de l i cious  phra e f Fra ncii, 
Piep r. j;.  ouri's chief dogmari · n -
'f, Li · � u inron_i ten ; 

I dou bt i f  ever for a mom nt t he 
Spoo n  r boy s th.oughc that  may be 
t hey ho u l d  be Lut hera n .  T n m  u re 
bat l · a boy tho u ght - n t very 

s�riou  ly, certainly not ob e siv I • -
bat  I thou�ht about b iug a C th Lie. It 
seemed t. 1 1 11 1., of al l the good th ing we 
bad. they had more. Catholj i rn w as 
more. Th too. f l me where all tho 
,.ood th i ngs w e  had ca me from .  They 
came from chc Church chat had mor 

M u ch l ater 1 would  hear the -hi m 
of eh i . te nth cent u ry  de crihi•d as, • 
i n  the fi n  phrase of Jaros) P likan. 
a • cragic n eces sity.' f t h o u ght ,  th en 
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an<l now, 1..hat Lhe tragedy ,•as much 
wore believable than th necessjly. 
But in my boyhood, the division did 
not seem tragic. It wa� just th · way 
dliogs were. l do 1101 recall anything 
tba1 ould aptly be described as anti
Catholicism. My father· deer hunting 
buddy was a Cacholic prie. ,, nnd deer 
huntini:;, for my Dad, was omething 
very clos to commu.nicatio in sacris. 
IJ1 the Missouri Synod of those days. 
praying with Catholics - or anyone else 
with whom we were nol in complete 
doclrinal agreem •nt - was condemned 
as 'unionism.' The rules didn't ay 
anything about th • deep communion 
of deer lrnn1ing. 

Of com'Se, we kids welll to different 
schools; 1he to the 'separate' (meaning 
Calholic) school and , e w th 'public' 
(meaning Protestanl) school Sometimes 
they would walk home on ne side CJf 
the street and shout, ·catholic, Catholic 
ring the:: bell/ Prote tant, Prot srnm go 
to hell.' To which we on the other side 
of the street reciprocated by reversing 
1.he jingle. lt was all rn good fun. much 
like a school cheer. l don't think for 
a moment that either of us thought it 
had an.v reference to the other' ternal 
destiny. It is just the way things were. 
Thcrt' were other difTerences. Tommy 
and Eddie went to confession, and I 
was curious about that. At. l. John·s 
Lmheran. on Saturday evenings before 
·commu niou Sunday; people came 
to 'announce' for commun.ion. a pale 
ritual trace of what had once been 
coufession. utterly de\'oid of any sense 
of sacramentaJ myste11·• 1r was a sirnpl 
matter of writing dnwn tbeir names in 
the 'communion book: and. if my Dad 
wasn't there to do it. it was done by my 
.Mother or 011e of my older siblings. 

Aad rl1 re wa� this: St. Columk.i] s 
had a Bishop. put th re. it , as said, 
by the Pope in Rom . St. John's had, 
well my Dad. put there, as he LOld the 
story, by his seminary classmate who 
got hi10 the call. To be sur it was, in 
Missouri parlance. a divine call,' hut 
l wonder now if as a child I intuited 
that rhrffe was, between Bishop 
Smilb and my Dad. some qualitative
differenc of eci:lesial authority. Not
that I was inclined to douhl wha1 my 
Dad taughL After all., he had the Bible. 
Martin Luther. and 1..he Sc. Louis faculty
on his icle. And he was iudisputably
authoritat.i,•e in man11er. Not for nothing
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d u ring  h i s  d ay at em inary was  h e  
caJled Tope Ne u haus.' B u t  this ·o u ng 
boy . nsed, a l though he could not say 
j u st ho, , th at between the B ishop of 
Pembroke and the pastor of SL Joh n's 
Lu theran Church in Pem b ro ke, t here 
was a q ualitat ive d ifference of orlice:. 

rr was no t  a n ta ltcr of l i� -'-o r-deat h 
urgency. L i ve  a n d  let l ive wa  the 
o rder of the  day. Where we di ffered,
wr: were right and t bey were wrong. In
d isag cing wi th Ca r h o l ics. ve ryho dy
1 n u r  . id e  - w h at wa , ag u , Jy 
de  · <'r ibed a .  the Protestant · i de -
was agreed. B u t  t h e n, we L u therans  
disagreed w i tb many Pro t estants  and 
roo k th e Catholic s ide  when i t  · ame 
1 0 .  for in t ance, baptizi ng h abii::s  and 
k..now i ng that Jes ti s  i s  rea l ly and tru ly 
and withou t  equ ivo cat ion p resent i n 
d ie  R o ly Com m u n ion .  h was al l  very 
co n fu s i n g. an<l d i d n't bear too m u ch 
thi nki 1 1g ahout .  I w o a lJ in t im come

to under� tand that the q11est iou i s  I.hat 
of au thority, a n d  i t  mu · c be t h o u ght 
ahout vc11· c a refully indeed. 

I wi ll return to the q u e s t i o n  
of au thori ty. b u t  for now 1 s imp ly 
u n d erscor t he way s  i n  which be ing
b ro u  h t  o p  a M i s · o u ri  L u l hera n  - ac
least then and ac lea�t there - produced
an eccl ·sia l Christiru1. On , m ip;ht also
i-p ak of a sacramemal C h ri stian or an
inca.mational  Ch ri stian. but. w harever
Lhe termi n ol o gy. the deepes t -down
condction. r h c  m o  I irre pressi h l e 
� cn s ibi l i ty, is t.hH of the toucha bili ty. 
c h e  visibility, c h e  pa l  p ab i l i t y of w hat 
we  m ight cal l  'the Chri t i a n  th i no-." To 
u se the  l anguage o f  () I d  eucharis t ic
comroversi es, .finitum capax i�finiti -
rhe Jinic  i s  capable of th e in. fi n  i t •. Put
d ifferent ly, t h  r i� no access  to the
i11fLn i t.  ·x ·cpt thro u gh the fin i t  · .  O r
yet again, God's investment in  t h  fi nite
C'an be trnsted infinitely.

A l though L nrh era n  theol ogy 
di carded the phra e, it is the ex opere 
operato con vict ion ev ident i n  Ln t her's 
11.h i m ate d efi a oce of Sa t an  · s  every
temptat i on  by pl aying th e u·ump c·ard,
'I au1 ba pti zed!' Er opere operatn is the
�acrnmemal enactment of so/a gratia. 1 1
is u ncomprom isingly objective. B y  it ,
morbid im mspect ion.  th ' delusions of
rel igious  enthu · iasm, and the endles Jy
cl ever po�t u l a tions of the theologica l
i.maginalion are called t order  by truth
t hat i a nswerab le  to n h i gher  truth:
for it  i s  Chri s t, who is th Tru th. who

peaks i n  the voice of 11 i s  Church - ·1 
bapt i z e  _vou . . .  ; 'T fo rgive you you r  
s ins . . .  : 'This i m y  body . .  : 

Mo\ing forward to my tcl'na (' 
ye ars. 1 had i n  h igh schoo l wha t  
ou r  evangel ica l  fri end- , ou ld  cal l
a bo rn -agai n exp eri ence, and for a
t i m e  vi ewed with C<)ntempt 1h ri rual
and sacramental formal it ies of wha1 I
thought  t o  be  a pirit u a. Uy comatose
Luthera nism. For a time ,  I s u p pose 1
m ight have b een a good ca.1 1d i do1e for
t he Baplist ministry, hut it  d i d  n ot last .
Mi.  souri'  tradi t ional  ho t i l i 1y 1 ow ard
'pietism· - an exagg ·rated inphasis on
the  a ffect ive d imensi o n  of Chri s t i a n
fa i t h  - struck Ol e  a s  h o s t i l i ty towa rd

H ives ready 
to swarm 

Y
ou have a c l i q ue, an
elite , of Chr ist i an  men 

and (more importan t l y )  
wom e n ,  who a re try i ng  
to  l ive a l ess world l y  l ife 
than the i r  ne ighbours ;  to 
be more attentive to the 
gu idance (d i rectly fel t ,  
t hey wou ld te l l  you )  of 
t he  Holy Sp i rit . More and 
more , by a k ind of fata l i ty, 
you see them d raw apa rt 
from the i r  co-rel ig ion i sts ,  
a h ive ready to swarm .  
There i s  p rovocation o n  
both s ides ;  on  the one 
pa rt, cheap jokes  at the 
expense of over-god l i ness, 
acts of stupid repression by 
unsympathetic autho rit ies ;
on  the other, contempt o f
the ha l f-Chr istian .  ominous
references to old wine and
new bottl es ,  to  the kerne l
and the h usk .  Then .  wh i l e
you hold you r  b reath and
turn away your eyes in
fea r, the break comes ;
condemnation or secession ,
what d i ffe rence does it
make? A fresh name  has
been added  to t he  l i s t  o f
Christianit ies ,
- Monsignor Ronald Kno� , Enthusiasm. 

Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1 950, P.1 

p iety. B u t  a fter a peri od of frequently 
an gu i sh ed u ncert..airny abou t  the  
po s ibi l i ty of sorti n g  out  s u hject i v  
experien ce a n d  egotis t ic assc rc:i veness 
from the workings of grace, I came to a 
new appr c iuion of Lu ther's warning 
ar;a i n  l rel igi o n s  en t.li usia m .  S vcn1 l 
years l a t  • J-. at Conco rdia. St . Lou i s  I 
was  to d i sco er the possi ble ynthesis 
of pie ty, clear rea son, a n d  , cl sial 
au thority in the p rson and teaching of 
Professor Arth u r  Carl Piepkorn. 

The stud llt mo closely gat hered 
arounJ h i m  cal l ed  h i m  - beh i n d  h i  
back. t o  b e  s u re  - 'the Pieps,' and tho!'C 
who in Am erica n L u th •tani m today 
de:: sciib them s e l ve s  a s  'evan gelical 
ca tho l i cs '  - perhap s  a fo u rth or more 
o f  1 h e  der , - a re aptly caJ l ed t h e
Pi eplornian  ' ,  Piepkorn was a ma 1 1
of  d i sci p l i ned prayer aod pro fo u nd
eru d i tio n. and was deeply e n gaged
in eh l i r n rg ica l  renewal  a n d  the
beginni ags of L m heran -Catho l i c
d ia logue. At S t .  L o u i s  he cau ght  t h e
Lu c h era n con fe iona l  writings of t h e
sixteenth �ntury whi ch h e  insistent Jy
ca l l e d  't he sy m bolica l books  of the
Ch 1 1 rc h  of t h e  Aug. b u rg Con fes ion."
They w ere, h e  i ns is ted. the  · symb ols'
of a dist inctive commu nion within the
communion of 1.he on e holy, cat ho l ic.
and apo wlic Church. T11ey represented
a way or bei ng catholic as the heirs of a
Refo rmation rh.:it was imcnded to b a
11 1 v •mcnr of refom1 wi ch i n and for t he
one Church of Chri L

Piepkoru u n d ' l '!>COred t he  Cb u rch�s 
tradition prior LO t.he Reformati.on, t h  
tra d i t ion of which Lu tl1eran i s m  was 
par!. Th accent was  on continui ty, not  
d i sco n t i n u i ty. Perh aps th.e s ix tc  1 1 th 
century breal. was neccs�o.ry - allhougb 
L ha t  was  n ever em p h a  i zed - bu t 
Certa i nly t h e  Lu 1hera 11 lk forma tion, 
un like othe r mov men cs 1. h a l  c l a imed
the lleform a t j on  heritage, had  no 
ddu ions abou t  being a new b ·gi n ni ng. 
a so-ca l led red iscov ery of the  go spel ,  
by which tbc a uthem i · and aposto l ic 
Chu rch was reco n sti tu ted. Lutlrnra.ni m 
was no c  a new beginnir1 g b u t  another 
ch apte r in t h e  h is tory of the on · 
Ch u rch. Th Chnrch is not a theological 
schoo l of tho ught, or a society fo rm d 
by allegian ce to theological formu las -
1101' eH�n formu l a s  s u ch a. •just ification 
by faitll. - llut is, rather. the historically
speci fiahle comm unity of orderer1 
d i scipleship tl , roui;h time.. tm til the end 
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of time. P icpkorn empha ized that we 
ar Christians firsr. cath olic Chr istians 
econd. and Luth ran Christ.ians third. 

In 1his understand ing. the goal wa 
Lo folfil tli promise of the Lutheran 
Reform ation by bringing its gi fts 
into fu ll communion with rh Gre at 
Tradit i n that is 010s1 fu lly and rightly 
ord red 1 h rough time i11 the Roman 

atholic Ch urch. 
In this undcrsranding, the conclu sion 

of t.be Aug burg Confession fknuw n to 
Lut h eran as the Augu stana ] of 1 530 
was ta ken to b norrna t ive. There the 
signr.rs declare: 

O n ly those thing� have bee 11 
recm1 mcd which it set:med nece,sary 
10 say i n  o rder tha 1 it ma y b t'  
understo•J cl cha t nothing hab been 
received a m on g  u , in doctriue o r 

ill cere monies, tha t i s  cont rary to 
Scri pn1 re or 1 0  the ch u rch rachol i c. 
For i l  i s  mani fe �t th at we have 
guarded dili geurly again st the 
introdt1crion i n ro our churches of ari�• 
uew and ungod ly doctrine�-
Fo r  u Piep kom ian!:', eve ry t h i n g  

w as lo be  b el d  accou lll ablc to t h a t  
cl a im . I n  o m e  sc rea m s o f  Lur h e ra n 
o rt h o d oxy, as wel l  a s  i n  Prote tan t
l i b era l i s m, a very d i ffe ren t n ot i o n
of  n o r m ati v i ty wa . pro p osed. [n t he
la n gu a ge o f  t h e  twe n t i e t h -cen t u ry
Pa u l Ti l J ic h. ca th o l ic _ ubs t a ncc w a s
t o  b e  held  i n  ten s i o n  " i t h  Proce , rn m
pr i nc- ip l e. ,, ith Prot � s t n nr p r inc i p l e
h a v ing t h e  correct i v e  a n d  fi n al word.
B u t  a pri n ciple L h ac i � nnt pa rt  of the
s u b s ta n ce i oe ,,ita bly n n dermioes  the
su hstau cc . And  wha t  i �  c a l lc•d  the
Protesta n t  prin c· i p le i s. a !'  we  k now
fro m ad expe r i ence- so p ro le an,  s o
su bj e ct r o  varia t ion ,  that  i t  resu l t s
either i n  the , iri a tio n f doctrine i tself
or fa rther  schi. m i n  the d efen e o f
doctrinaJ no, elty. Theolo gy that i d  nor 
in service 1 0  · 1he faith o n rc d el i ver d 
10 the saints' Jude 3) tums again st the 
faith on e deljver d to th saints. ideas 
that are not he l d  accountabl e t0 'th e  
Church of the l i v i n g G o d. the pi l l a r 
and bu lwark of tru th' I Tim mhy 3: 1 5) 
will in t ime become t.be enemy f tha t  
trutl1. S u ch was our un dcrsran d ing of 
the normative claim of the Au gu stana 
lO ha  e r ceived n othing co n t rary t o  
Sc ripture or r o  the Ca tholic Church. 

B u t  the Luth t•ran chapter in th • 
h istory of the Chu rch did occa s i o n  
sch i s m. and for t h at u n happy fact 
there was b l n rn� enough to share a l l  

aro u nd. I n  my juclgmcnt, the d iv isio n 
wa tragic but not neccs�ary•. There was 
and is no trmh that requ ires division 
from the pi l lar and bu lwark of tru th. 
Tb Ca lhol ic Ch 1 1rch, as Chesterton 
observed is eve r so much larger fro m 
th e inside tha n fro m  the ont ide. A n d
especia l ly is that the case, 1 woulcl add, 
for th se whose identity a Prote tants 
d pends u pon lh ir b iJlg ou t.ide. 

And so , it was th t for thirty yea a, 
a Lutheran paswr, t.binker, and writ r. 
as editor of Una Sancta. an ecn mc11 ical 
j ou rnal of theology, and la ter. Forum 
Letter, a n  ind epen d eu t Lu the ra n 
p u bli cntion, I work cJ for what I 
i nce a n d y called 'the h ea ling of the 
h reach of the ixteenth ceotury hetw<.>cn 
Rome and the R fonnation.' For a long
ci m tJ1 ere - ee m ed to b e  be l ie v a ble. 
al beit p i n fo l l y slow, movc·rn n t  
towa rd th at goa l .  Vf ' ry hop fu  1 was 
t h e reapprop ria ti o n  1>f the Lu t heran 
tradition a ssociated with the nineceemh 

Al layi ng
Fea rs 

I
N E N G LA N D th e only 
g re a t  o bje ct io n to th e 

re co n c i l i a tion [o f E n g l a n d  
with t h e  Catho lic C h u rc h ]  
had beefl the fea r  
ente r ta ined by t h e  g rantees 
of  Ch u rch l a n d s  tha t U1ey
wo u l d  be req u i re d  to g ive 
b ack the i r  pos sess ions  to 
ecc l es iastical  uses .  B u t  o n
th i s  s u bj ect assura n ce was
obta i ned from Rome tha t
present possessors were
not to be d istu rbed ; and on
the 30th N o v e m ber  1 554
Ca rdinal Pole ,  as the Pope's
leg ate , in prese nce of a

knee l i ng  Parl iament , even
the K i ng and Queen be ing
on th eir knees  before h im ,
formal ly a bsolved the re a lm
from exco m m unication
fo r  past diso bed ience and
sch ism .

- James Gairdner. Lo/lardy and /he 
Reformation in England, Macmi l lan and 
Co, London ,  1 908. vol . 1 , p.325. James 
Gairdner w11s a ProIestanl aulhor, an 
authority on lhe period leading up to 

ttie rnformation In Eogland. 

- centul 'evange l ical catholic? Wilhelm
Loe-he. and the re.uourccment - the
go ing back to the sourc s - evident in
tlw 1 970s produc-tio n an d reception 
of the Luthe ran Booh o.f Wi,r. ship. The n
too. there were p rom ising n ·w levels
of und rsta nd i ng a nd theologica l
re conciliation achieved i n  th form a l
Lmh ra n-Catholic th ologi cal 
d ialoguc-s. 

These hopeful igns, however, w r • 
n ot to Jast. The last severa l d ecades 
bave not been kind to Luthera ni m. Dy 
the end of the l 980s it cem •d v ident 
to m that real, c�istent Lm h eranism 
- a d isti n ct fro m L u th rani m as a n
id a or school of thou ght - bad willy
nilly b ot decisi cly. t urn ed against tJ1 e
fulfil men t of it des tiny as a reforming
m oveme n t  w ith i n  th e o ne C h u rch of
Chri t. L u th eran ism i n  al l it pa rts, 
b ot h  in 1 h is cou ntry a nd • l s e w h ere, 
h a d  setcled fo r b e i n g a perm ane n t l y 
s •p arared Pro testant denomi nation� or, 
as t h e  case may h e, �c ve ra l Pro tc tallt 
deno m i na t ion  . Some of my Lull ,  ra n 
frien d s  s ay th at, in en tc ri n g i n to fuU 
comm u nion with the Cat h o l i c  Clwrcli. 
1 act ·d pre ci pitously. I ju mp • d  th ' gu u .  
To w h icb I s ay th a t  1 h u pe t hey a .re 
ri gh t: an d i f, s ome  d ay i o  so m e  w a y  
t h a t  ca nno t  nm� be  fo reseen. th ere i s  
e ccle si al r conciliat i on  and a heali ng of 
the b reach of the s ix teenth cen tu ry, 1 
hope t h a t  my decision will have pl ayed 
a l  lea L a miD u scu le part i n rhat happy 
ou tcome. 

M i n e  was a d e c i s ion  ma ndate d by 
conscien ce. 1 h ave  neve r  found  i t  i n  
h i s  writi ngs, bu1  a St. Lo u is professor 
w ho had b een �ti s s t u dent to l d  me 
tha t  the great confe s i o n al Lu theran 
lh ologian  Peter Brunner regularly sai d  
t hat a Lu theran w h o  docs n o t  daily ask 
h imself why he is not a Catholic cannot 
k n ()w w hy he is a L u ther an .  Th a t  
impressed me ve ry deeply. I w thirty 
years a Lud1 era11 pastor. and  after thiny 
yea rs of a s k i ng myself wily J \v as  not 
a Cathol ic I fi nally ran cut of a .n swer8 
t hac were convi nci n e i ther  co  me or 
t o  othe rs. And so J djscovered no t  so 
m a ch that  I had rnad the decis ion a� 
th at li1 d ci ion was made, and 1 h ave 
n • ver looked back.. except lO 1 race the 
marks of grace, of . fOla /t;ratia. each slep 
of lhc way. 

!Jy reception occa ioned som e  lit t le 
comment. i n c l u d i ng the observa t ion  
t h at 1 and others  w ho m ake t h i s  
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My Fam i ly Name 
is  'Cathol ic' 

M y F I RST NAM E  i s  'C hristia n '  m y  fa mi ly  name is 'Catho l ic ' .
The fi rst name,  ' C hr ist i a n , '  i d e nt i fi e s  m e ; -tt:ie seoo n d .  

'Catho l ic , ·  procl a ims me.  M y  identity is proved b y the fi rst; m y  
s ign ifica nce b y  th e second . A n d  if I must exrpla i n the mea nin g 
of the word 'Catho l ic '  by tran slating the G reek word i nto Lat i n : 
'Catnol ic' is whefe flilere is U n ity ; or, a s  the more lea rned thi n k ,  
where the re is O bed ience t o  a l l  t h e  com mands o f  G o d .  He i:ice 
the Apost le  [Pau l� says :  ' I  wrote to s e e  . . .  if in a l l  th i n g s  y0 u 
we re obedie nt' . [2 Car i i ,  9]. And aga i n ,  'As by the d i sobed ience 
of one man many were made sinners; so the obed ience of one 
man m a de m a n y  just. ' [ R om a ns v, 1 9] .  Who ever i s  Cath ol ic ,  
o b e ys J e s u s , t l:ie J u st One;  a n d  w h o ever  o beys Jesus  i s
C h ristiaA ; so eve ry  C atho l ic  is a C h ri st ian . . . .  I n  a l l  th in g s , o n e  
Ch urch ; a n d  over a l l  th iflgs, o n e  Church . 

C H R I S T I A N U S M l H I  N O M E N  E ST, C a U1 o l i cu s  vero 
cog nomeri . f l l ud me n u- ncu pat; istud osten d i t  : h o e  p ro bo r; 

i n d e  s f g n if icor. E t  s i  re ddenda  po,stre m o  Cath o .li c i  v ocabu l i  
rat io e s t ,  e.t expr i menda de g ra eca i nte.rp retat i o n e  Roma n a  
Cath o l i cu s., u b i  u n u m ,  ve l , ut d o ct i o re s  p uta nt ,  obed i e nt ia  
omnium n umcupatur, mand at0rum sci l icet Dei .  l!Jnde A:postolus
: Si in omnibus obedientes  estis ( 1 1  Cor. ii 9). . Et ite rum :
Sicut enim per inobedien tiam unius peccatores constituti sunt
multi: sic per diet-am obedientiam un ius, /usti constituentur
multi (Rom. v. 1 9) .  Erg o q u i  Catho l i cu s ,  i d e m  j u sti
obed iens .  Qu i  obed i e n s , id em est  C hristi a mus : i ta Cath.o l icu s,
C h ris t i a n u s  est . . .  E rgo ,  i n  o rn n i b u s ,  u n ;:i  [ecc l e s i a ] ;  et u n. a
[eecles ia.]  supe r omnia .

- Saint Pacianus, bishop of Barcelona [370-392 AD] First letter to Syrnprenianus
Novatianus, De GathoHco nomine, Migne. Patrologia Latina, Tome xii i ,  1 054tr. 

deci si on have a 'felt need for au thority. 
This is usu ally �aid in a condescending 
ma n n er by peo ple who be l ieve  t h at 
t hey a re a ble to l ive w i th ambigu i t ies  
and tensions th at S ! ) m e  of us  can not 
hand le. 

Do I h ave a felt  need for all thority, 
fo r obed i e n ce, for subm i s s i on? B u t  
o f  cou rse.  Obedience  i s  the righ tly
ord ered d i sposit ion toward tru th, and
submi ssion is subord ina tion of the self
to that  by wh ich  the self is claimed.
Tru t h  commands, and a uthori ty has l'O 

do with the amhorship, the  origins, of
commanding truth. By what a u thority?
By w h ose a uthority? There a re n o
more important questions for the right
ordering of o u r  l ives and m i n i str i e s .
Otherwise, i n  ou r  preach in g, reaching,
aod entire ministry we are j u st making
it up as we go along, and, by acting in
C od's name, taking His name in vain.

It  was  sad tO read t hat a L u therau 

denomi na t i on  in t h i s  cou n try is 
undertaking a maj or s t u d y  with  a 
view toward revising its t e aching 
on sex u a l  morality. w ith p articu l ar  
reference to  homosexuality. Especially 
str i k ing  was th e  as s u rance tha t  the 
s tudy wo u ld  be co n d u cted 'wi th out 
any prior as s u m ptio ns .' Imagin e that . 
The entire course of Christi an  fidel i t y  
is o b edience to the  received t r u l h  o f  
G od's self-revelat ion  in Jes u s  Chri s t , 
and the  Spirit's guiding of the  Church's 
reflection on tha t truth. 

At some point t h i s  L uthera n body 
will arrive at its new teaching. 'fl1rough 
a complicated p roces s of b u reaucratic 

pl a nn i ng, i nterest gro u p agi tatio n ,  
a n d  a J egi r i m at i ll g  maj ority vote, i t  
will  even t u ally arri ve at the p o int o f  
saying ' t h i s  we b elieve, teach, a n d  
confe s s .' Un doubte dly S cri pt ure w il l  
b e  cited, h ut, a s  Luther  s aid ,  biblical 
texts, l i ke wax n o ses, can b e  twiHe.d 

lo fi t .  If, a s  seems probable, t h i s  b o dy 
adopts a new tea ching and one asks 
by wh at au chority i c  teaches this n ew 
doctrine, the only hon e s t  answer will 
be, 'Because we w j l l  it ro he �o.' 'lt is 
what  was d e cided  by the  proced u res 
adopted by our  religiou s  sociery: they 
might say. 'Ours is, after al l, a voluntary 
a s socia t i on, s o  nobody  else h a s  a ny 
right to complain.'  By the rules of that 
d e n u rn i  na t ion ,  the C h urch thro u gh 
time and the con tempora ry C h u rch 
universaL rn which Christ promised the 
Spiri c·s gu idance, does not get a vote. 

Fro m  my b oyhoo d i u tu i t i ons  as 
.an ecdesial Christian, i l  seemed sel f
evident that i f  God i ntended to reveal 
any d e fi n i te tru t b s  fo r the  benefit of 
h u man kin d ,  and if Je s u s  in tended a 
con ti n u i n g  commun ity of d iscipleship, 
then s o me rel iable mea n o  wou l d  b e  

provided for t h e  pre serv ation and 
n·ansmission of such tru th s throu gh the 
{;f'.ntu ries .  Catho .l ics  believe tha t  G o d  
d i d  prov ide  soc.h  rel i a b l e  m e a n s  by 
giving the apostles and their successors, 
the b i shops, a uthori ty to teuch i n Hi s  
name and by  promi s i ng  Lo b e  wi th 
them fore ver. Th e teaching of the  
apostles a n d  of the  apost0l ic ch urches. 
securely grounded in the biblical Word 
of Cud, continues tO this day, and w ill 
continue Lo d,e end of time. 

Catholks believe tha1.., under certain 
carefu l Jy prescri bed circumstan ces, r.h e 
pope and  the  who le  body o f  b i shop s  
are able to teach with i 11fallibility. 1bat 
i s a word t h at fr i gh tens many, but 1 
don' t  th ink i t  s h o u l d .  J t  means  t h a t  
t h e  C h  urd1 i s  ind efe cti ble, tha t  w e  
have Cod's promise that H e  w i l l  never 
allow the Church ro defin .i tively defect 
from tbe tru th. to fall  into apostasy .  
f o fa l l i h i l i t: y, Avery C a rd i na l  D u l l es 
writes, ' is  si mply another way of sayiug  
that rhe  Holy Sp i ri t  w i l l  p reserve the  
Ch u rch agains t  u sing i t' s  fu l l  au t h ority 
r n  req uire  its m embers L O  a ss e n t  to 
what  i s  false .' Without that a s surance, 
he ad ds, ' the truth of revelat ion w ould 
not be preserved in recognizable fom1.' 
And l would add, to obey the trnth we 
must be abl e  to recognize the truth . 

The q u estion of a ut hority, the 
quest ion  ''Wh o says so?: ha� been w i th 
the C h u rch from the b e gi n ni ng. In 
Corinth some invoked Peter, some Paul 
some Apo l l o s, an d s<J m e  Chr i st .  And 
so it  was later with the Momanists, the 
Ari ans. the estorians, the Valentinians, 
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the Don at i sts, and on an d o n .  A sure 
m a rk of a h erericaJ a n d  schismat ic 
c mmunicy sa id SL Augustine, is  that  il 
names i t se l f by a man or an idea rather 
th an by the i rup l.e  t itl ·catholic: Also 
c ·n turies l ater, fo r example in  th e  
s ixteenth century, those w h o  h a d  sense 
e nough 1 0  know that the  C hurch did 
not begin with eh ,jr n ew theologi!'.'.al 
insight tried 10 r con tru ct C h ri st i an  
hhtory w fi t the i r  views. Th u s  the 
Lmhe ra o  atthias  I l lyricu s  F l aci u s 
comp i led t. h  Magdehurg Centuries:. 
thus fol lowers of Joh n  Koo)! claimed 
tO h ave re-esta b l i sh • d  the polity of 
the New Testam ent  Church· thus  
t he 'La r., d m ark i  1 ·  histo ri o gra phy 
of Ameri can Baptists who t ra c  
the  lfoeage of the one t r u e  C h u rch 
through Cathari. Waldeosian , Lol l ards, 
Al bigeD se , an d a l l  th way back to 
Je s u s h i mself. All such  e fforts attempt 
to an swer the quest ion of a uthori ty. 
Some are l ess l u dicrous  t h a n  othe rs. 
but noo e is p lau sible. As S t. Augt1 srine 
and al J  Catholic tcacher5 have kn own. 
the  teaching of t"he  Chu r  h i s  l i ved 
forward, not reconstructed backward. 

St .  Augustine appealed to the secuna 
judicat orhis terrarum - t.he  secu re 
judgmem of the whole world, by whidt 
he meanr the Catl1ol ic Chu rch. � •s. but 
wha1 do yo u d o  when tha t j u d gm ern 
i s  u nclear o r  in he a.ced disp u te? 
Au gu st ine· s an;. ,n: r i s  thac rou wai c, 
in firm commuwon wi rh che Catholic 
Ch urch an d in firm con fidence rha1 the 
H oly S pirir w i l l. as  promised ,  cla ri f�
the mat ter  i n  due  cou rse. Th e  poi nt 
is th a t  apo st olic d octrine cannot  b • 
mainr ained over t ime without aposto l ic  
01 i 1 1.isn:,. . meaning mini  t ry  mar is  both 
a postol ic i n  i ts  origin and apostolic in 
its governing auch rity. 

Thi s  a re:umem is bri l l iant ly  
adYancc d in  his  pal  1u i c  against  the 
Donati st  . .  who appealed co St .  Cyprian 
as prect>dem for refu ing to recogn ize 
t .h • sacram e n ts of th traditore.r, r hose 
who had lap�ed in time of persecu tion. 
Yes, an ,� ered u g u sti ne, t h e  h o l y  
Cyprian w as confused, and admitted a, 
much ; but  he awaited c J a r i fi ca 1 i on by 
the secunujudicat orhu terrarum. The 
one thing he WQ uld nol  do,  un J i ke  the 
Donat..ists, was  Lo break omm u n j on 
with the Ca1holic Church. 

The Church is holy in practice and 
co1Tect in doc1rine. said the sclti mati · 
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Donatists, and therefo re it cannot ex i st 
in comm u n ion with the  u nholy and 
erring. l t  fol lows that the Donatists are 
t.he t rue C h u rch. To which Augu stine 
replied: 

11: therefore, hy such communion 
w i th Lhe wicked the j ust can nol 
but  perish. chc Chu rch had alITady 
peri shed ill 1he Lime o f  Cyprian. 
W he u r  .. then spra ng tlw origin of 
Doriacu ? 'i\nere wa, he c a u gb L  
"·here wa� h e  hapuud. where W3$ he 
ordainfcd. , ince [you claim that] che 
Church h d been alread,) destro)'ed 

Why They 
Became 

Cathol ics 

T
H EY fo u nd i n  it
{Catholic ism]  a sure 

fra mework for s p i r i tual 
p rogress ,  l itera ry creativity 
and po l i t ical  stabH ity, but  
also for a n  o rdered a n d  
cohere nt v i e w  o f  the world 
to replace the increasing 
i nte l lectua l  a n d  ideo l ogical 
co n fusion evi d e nt o utside 
the wal ls. 

- Professor Adrian Hastings, A History
of Englis� Ct,rlstianlfy. 1920- 1 985 .

Coll i ns ,  London .  ,1986 p.133. 

by I.he corn:agiun of communion w ith 
t he wicked? 13 1 1 1  if  the Church s t i l l  
existed, the wi ked could do n o  h:trm 
to L he good in one communiot1 wi th 
th em. Wherefore did you  separate 
youI'!lel v;:�? 
'Wherefo re d i d  you s e p ara te 

you rselves'!' Augu t ine's q u e s t ion 
ech oes dow11 t h rough Lhe ce n t u ries,  
d i recred  al a l l  who  h ave separated 
rhem �elve from comrn u n io a  with the 
Cat h o l i c  C h u rch . To d ay the  cri t ici,;m 
is h rd t h at the Catho l i c  Ch u rch, for 
aJ I  its m agisterial authority, will permit  
almost anything iu t eaching or practice 
so Loog as one docs not fo1mally break 
com munion , ith the Church. 

Th ere i tru t h  i n  that, a ltho u g h  
I I h i n k  i t  not a critici s m  b Ul  a 
compliment. While what Luth raas call 
I.he publica docrn"na, the p u bUc teaching. 
of the Cathol ic Ch urch is l ncidly clear, 
it is true that the Church bends  every 
e ffort, put  the best  con u·\.lction 
on every deviant op i n i on, i n  ord er 
to avo id  what  A u g u sti ne calls 'the 
heinous  and damaahlt: sin of schism.' 
For insta n ce, in tb • twen ty - t h ree 
years of the su pposedly au thoritariau 
pontificaLe of John Paul � the n umber 
of th eologians  p u b l i cly censu red ca n 
proba b ly  b • co u n t e d  o n  the fi ngers 
o f  on hand, and tbe  only 9chism has
b en tbat of the incegralist Le febvrists
of Fra nce. Disagre m en t, co nfusion,
and false teaching can do great e v i l ,
b u t  the rem edy for such evil is  alway
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Don't Twist 

the Truth Arou nd 

Y
ou h ave certainly hea rd those words of the Lord J e s u s  Christ
h im self,  t h e  Master of the apostles: ' Let yo ur works so s h i n e  

before men ,  that they may see you r  good deeds ,  and give glory to 
your Father who i s  i n  heaven.'  that  i s , who made you as you are . 
' For we a re the  people who belong to h is  pastu re , the flock that 
is led  by h is  hand.'  So let h i m  be pra i sed who made you good , if 
you are good ,  not you w ho by yourself could only be bad .  Why do 
you want to twist the truth round ,  so that when you do someth i n g  
g ood , you w a n t  to be p raised,  w hen you d o  something  bad, yo u 
want  the Lord to be b l a m ed? For h e  Who sa id , ' Let yo u r  works 
sh i n e  b e fo r e  men , '  a l so said in the  s .a me sermon : ' B ewa r e  of 
practis ing your piety befo re men.'  As th es e  things seemed to you 
to be contrad ictory on the l ips of the apostl e ,  so too in the gospel .  
If, howeve r , you do not m u d d y  the  water of yo u r  h e a rt ,  you wi l l  
re cog n i ze the h a rmony of  the s cr iptu res ,  and you too wil l  be a t  
peace w i th them . 

- St Augustine of Hippo, [354-435 AD] Semron 47 quoted Roman Breviary, 
S econd Reading at Mat ins for Tuesday of the 1 4th Week of the Year. 

1 0  b fo u n d  i n  com m u n i o n  w i t h  that  
body tha t i s  gi fted with the t·h ari sm of 
p ro viding securuJ'judicat or/Jis terrarum 

Co uncil can err, said cl1c Reformer . 
No, s ay · tb Cathol i c  C h u rch. bu t the 
Ch u.rch's lea ching liv s fmward. and no 
dt f inition., i nclud ing  that of coun ci ls, is 

n t ire ly ad eq u a t e  to  the w hol e o f  t h e  
t ru t h .  The Cath ol i c  Chor h h as always 
ta u gh t  w i t h  St. Pau l th a t  n o w. a s  he 
says i n  I C ori n thi a n  1 3, w e  see i n  a 
m i nor d i m l y. b ut t he n  fa ce t o  fa c  . 
No , we k n ow i n  p a rt; t h e n  w -' s h a l l 
u n d ers1 an d fu ll y, even as we h a v e  
b e en fully u nd en ood . Alo n g  the w ay 
to th at es clt a to logical li1 1 I n e s - wh ich 
is a frcqu emly j agged. co n fu sing. a nd 
conflicted way - it is promi�ed to th t> 
Ch u rch th at sh e w il l not. she w i l l  n o t  
i rret rieva bly, J ose th e wa y. lt is 0 0 1  
e 1yth ing Lhat we migh t want, but it i s  
·nougb; it is  m re than enough .

The Ch u r  h 's Leach.ins li 'S for ward;
it i s  not rcco u s t:ru ctcd back ward -
w hct h r fro m the f ifth century o r
rhe sixteenth or the n i n eteen th o r
the rwen ty-first. Bu t thro ugh a .I I the 
change · of li ving forward. h ow do we 
kn o w  what is corru ptio n a n d  wha t is 
au thenti dev ·lopment?

Reca ll Cardinal Newmo.n · reflection 
o n  the d e velopmen t of d octrine. a

r(•fl • e t  i o n  that  has  b c l·n  i n corporated 
by mag i s terial teach ing. He sugg ;.tcd 
s ven m ru· ks  o f  au thentic d evelopment : 
a ut h e m i c  d evel o p m e nt p rese rv e s  t h e  
Ch u rch·s o po t0 l i c  fo rm : i c  reCTe c c s  
co n t i n u i ty of p rin c i p l e  i n  tes.ting  
the u n kn o w n  by th e k n ow n ;  i t  
Jem on strares  the power to as s i m i l a t e 
wha t  is tru e ,  cv n i n  what i s  pos ite d 
a gainst it; it fol lows a lo gicaJ . •quence ; 
it a n t i cipates fu c u re d ev el o p me n c s ; it 
co n s erv s p a  t d e v el op me n ts· and .  
tb rou b o u t, i t  claim an d d emo nstrates 
t he v i  or o f  teac h ing a u th o ri t y. An d 
1 hu it i s. s aid St. Vi n ce n t  o f  Leri n s 
i n  t h e  f ifth cen t u ry, t h a t  in a utl i  ·n t i c 
d e v e l opmem of d o  tri n e  noth i n g  
presents i t self in th e Ch u rch'. old age 
thar wa not la tem i11 her you th. S u ch 
wa� tht> tru th  di�cove-r d by Au gu stine. 
a truth ·ever ancient. ever ne,, : 

A n d  �o it is th at th is '?ccl e i a l  
Ch ri sti an, this . on of S L  Jo li n 's 
Lut hera n C h u rch io Pembro ke, this 
former Lu theran pastor of S t  . .Jo hn 
th e Evangel ist in B rooklyn, was led 
to S ept rnlier 8, l 990, to be received 
into full comm u oio o by John Cardina l 
O'Connor in his re idence chapel of t. 
. )  h n  the Evangel ist, my patron saint. 
[n every way, in ' l l !ding my awar1toc s 
of th e i nt rcessio n of St. John. the 

co n ti nu i t ies a re e ver so much m o re 
strik ing than the disconri nuities. 

In th ' words of Lhe  econtl Vac ican 
Council. my Prot t a n 1  b rothc  rs and 
si · t ers arc, by v i rt u e  of ba pti sm and 
f a i th in Chri L ,  t ru ly bm imperfectly in 
·ommuni u with the Catholic Church .

Whid1 m e an also, of course. that I am
tl 'Uly but i m perfect ly  i n  com m u n i on
wit h  them .  Moreover, a n d  acco .-d i n g
co th e sa me Counci l, aU the savi 1 1 g  a n d
. a.u cc i fying grac to be found omside
the buu nd a rie of  the Cat hol ic Church
g ra, i t a 1 e s  to,, ard the perf •ct ioo of
tha t i m pe r fect com 1 JJ u n io 1 1 .  S o me
vie\\ th Ca tholic Church as claim i ng
1 0  be elf-su ffii: i t: 1 1 t, b m  that i 1 1 0 1
t rue.  Her e cdesi olop;y i s  s u c h  that, o f
a l l  Chri/; t ian com m u n i ons,  she  knows
herself to b e  [! lo · t  i n  n eed .  Nowh e re
are the words  Cir unum sint. " th at they
may a l l  be one,'  pra} ed . o fervently:
nowh ere is the wo u n d  of our  b rok 1 1
com m u nion felt so keen ly; n o\,• he r '  is
th  com m i tm e n t  10 reco o c i l i a t i o n  so
rdemless or i rrevocahl 

1 1  would  t ake  a n ot h er s s ay to  
,urv e)• the c u r re n t  pros pect for such  
re conc i l i a c ion .  S uffice i t  co say t h a t. 
whe ther w i t h  respecl to t h e  O rth od o.x 
C h u rch o f  di e Eas t  or  t h e  sepa ra ted 
com m u n i on s  of  th e We- t, ch es  are 
hard tim e for · u m enism. hard t imes 
for the h ope for Ch ri s t i a n  u n ity. B u t 
t he C h u r  h has  k n o w n  m a ny tim es 
that \ e re hard er, m u ch h arder; she ha s 
learned ch a t  t h e  h n r pa rt o f  fi d elity 
is som t imes im ply pc1 i_ten t wa iti u 
u pon t he move m · 1 11  o f  th e Ho ly piri t 
towa rd possihil iti s rh a t  she ca n neither 
am.icipate nor couu-ol, but for wh ich we 
must together pray. 

As for now, I e n d  where I b e ga n  -
as i n  my li fe' cou rs e I h gan where r 
f ,av · e nde-d - by · aying agai n ;  '1b those 
o f  you with "·h om I ha ve travell ed in 
th e paH. k.no1\· that we traH• I together 
'-lill . I n  t he my te ry of Ch ris , a nd hi. 
Church noth i.u g is l ost and the broke11 
will be m nded. It; as 1 am persu aded, 
my communion witl1 Christ's Ch11Tch is 
now the fnlJer. tht.·n it follow� chat my 
nnity with al l who are in ChriH is now 
tht' ""tronger. Wt• travel 1oged1 r scill.' 

Ri chard .I hn \euhau,, [l 9]6-2009] """ Editor- i11-
Chiet of Fmt "fl11i1gs. n,;., ar t icle i, adapted from n 
pn·,�nr,4rion a, Concordia 111t'o logical Seminary.
fon \\' ayu�, Ind iana. :i , ·Yn illal)· of 1h Lu theran 
Churc h- Iis..0 1 1ri Synod. Cupyrir,1 ,t�Firsr Tlli11{1,.r. 
April 2002. 
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TERROR AND Bl<iOTRY 

265 co.ses of violence against other religions 

RELIGIOUS INTO,LERANCE 

IN INDONESIA IN 2008 

By Adianto P. Simamora

J
AKARTA: ReJigious intolerance i getting worse here, wid1 state agenc.ies, radical groups and 
community organisations involved in violations of fr edom of faith and religion. according to a 
report re) ased Tuesday. 

The r cem s aJirrg of the synagogue i11 Surabaya, East Java. by Mu slims in a protest against the 
Israeli attaeks on the Caza Strip was the latest case of religfous intolerance in Indon sia. 

The incidem was not included in the 2008 Report on the Condition of Religious and Faith Freedom in 
Indonesia, which wa released by rhe elara Jnstitute for Democracy and Peace. 

Bot Seta.a lnstirntc chairman Hendardi a.id the closure of the Jewish place of worship wa against 
the principle of religious tolerance. 

''It is clearly part of religious violence and cannot be tolerated."' ht� wld The Jakarta Po.rr after 
launchiug the l't'port. 

The report found 265 case of viol nee against religion� from January-December last year. a 
significant increase from only 135 case in 2007. 

"The i□creas is spurred by the rising persecution against the Jamaab Ahmadiyah by J lamie 
organisatiou to pressure the govermnent to ll!SUf' a presidential decree banning the mfoority sect," the 
report said. 

Last year. che government is ued a joint mini terial decree forbidding Ahrnadiyah from spreading 
ics religious teachings, bowing to pressure from xtrernisc group that bad attacked it followers. their 
mosques and hou�e. aero s the country. 

Out of me 265 incidents. the institute recorded 36:- ,i lation� again.st freedom of religion and faid1. 
"Of the 36: \iolacions. the Hate ,1 as im oh ed in 188 case� uf violence bOlh by ·commi ·ion and 

omis5iorC Hcndardi �aid. 
The report �aid police were involved in 121 a es of religious imolerance, regent and mayors in 28 

cases while 52 or.her� inrnh·cd rourr.s and regional legislative coundls. 
--what is \\u!T)·ing is that more individuals and unidentified groups laun hed sporadic religious 

arrack�. 1d1ich J·eached 91 cases last ar;' Hendardi aid. 
The report blamed the radical l lamic Defender From (FPl) and th Indonesian Ulama Council 

()fl f) a the main actors in the religious violence. 
"� e record the M Ul invol\'ed in 42 ea and the FPl in 27 ea ·es including in tb Monas incident 

last year:' he said, referring the brutal atla k ou activists during a pro-tolerance rally in the Nat ion al 
)f nurnent. Central Jakarta. 

The Setara onducted investigations in North SurnJ.tra. South Sumatra, West Sumatra. Jakarta, 
Banten. We�L Java, Central Java, Yogyakaria, South Sulawesi, South Kalimantan and W sc Nusa 
Tenggara. 

West Java was tl1e province recording the highest rate of religious violence with 73 cases, foUowed 
by West umarra and Jakarta provinces with 56 and 45 cases, r pecrively. 

- Sourrr: http:! /www.tbest11.r.co1ILmy/news/story.asp?fi1e=/2009/ 1 /14/ nation/20090114102335&s('{=UatioJL ANN/
The Jalana Po L. 
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H E  b e  got  to 
G r a d e  3 D o n  
was e o t  1 0  the 
B rothers' School a 
few b l ocks  away. 
Hi  fi r s t  t e acher  

_"""'....__...___..j..r,,on• ther was a happy 
l i t t le rou ml-faced man cal led Brothel'
Hanley who was the choir mast r. 

At the hack of l1is l a  sroom was  a 
piano and a stand of step for th choir. 
Dou was put in the econd row of the 
choir. He .lmew he cou ld n't sing - he 
<.-ouJdn't do anything - b was hopeless 
- the old man was right.  But. T'll show
h im  he thought. r m i gh tn't be able to 
s ing, but I can move my l i ps L i_ ke  aJJ the 
rest. and who would ever know. -!f gou go 
down to the woods today. , , they sang and 
Brother Hanl ey, with one ear cocked, 
passed in front of ead1 singer, trying to 
l oca te the boy off th note. Well. Don
tho ught i t  won't b e  m an d he opened
wide his mouth., wohbl d his l ip threw
bjs bead back and rolled hi ycbalJs.

Brother Hanley stopped and moved 
in closer, then shook h i s  head sad ly. 
"You're not s inging son;' he sai d "go 
and sit at the  fron t  of the  classroom.� 
He sa c  al o n e  in 1he  fron t sf:'at wi tb h i�  
head down, cryin� for Si 1er Andrea _ _  _ 
the day the teddy-hears had their pimic. 

When the  s i ngin wa. over. Charl i e  
Considin cam e and at  be i de him. 

'Yo u  lucky coot! How did yo u 
manage it '? I'd love to g t ou t  of that 
damned choir: 

He hecamc good frie nds 

GROWING UP CATHOLIC 

Part II: Don i tell the old man 

DON 

By Don Gallagher 

W
e hope that Annals

readers who enjoyed 
the adventu res and w isdom 
of Joe M e a g h e r  i n  o u r  
long�ru n n i n g  s eries Pilgrim 

People by Fath e r  Max: 
Barrett C S S R  wi l l  fl n d that  
Don has much to say to 
them about g rowing up,  a nd 
growing up Catholic. Ed.

after h i s  Con fes. ion he wo uld sneak 
aTound to Siste r Andrea' classroom and 
s t and near her door. 'Please God, please 
God, mak  her op n the d oor and  see 
m e·. He wou ld  \\ ai l  and wait, and at last 
he wou ld  have to go, or h e'd be late 
back. to school. 

One fi rst Th u rs d ay h i s  prayer was 
answered, she opened the door and saw 
him standing tb re alon . Ar first she 
didn't recognis him . . .  

"Are you all right?"' she asked. 
'·Please si ster" he sa id .  "cou l d  yo u 

sharpen my pencil?" 
' Oh Dou." h e  l au  hed. "It's you !� 

She put  her arm a round  h i m  and they 
,at together on one of the pl ayground  
;;ears. 3i;te.r Andrea eemed to  forget all 
a bour her O\\ n clas� as thev rnlk..-d ,md 
talked . Don tol d  h r how he had  been 

pur out of the choir, of his difficulties 
with Ceography. and of 

bis new 

with Cbarlic Consid i ne.  ------. 
They were always see n 
together - Conny and 
Donny they were called. 

On the fi rst Th u rs day 
of each mon th. the whol e school  

friend Charlie Considine. 
The oexc fi t Thursday Sisccr Andrea 

had her door open as if he  were ha.I f 
expect i ng Don ·  arrival. and s he had 
work ◊n che b l ac kboard for  her  c lass  
to do .  Thes�  fi rst Th ursday meetings 
becam� a regular thin g, she  always had 
a word of enco uragemen t for him, and 
h i s  confidence  g:rew so much that  he 
had an occas iona l  , Lrange whimsy of 
ask.ing to rejoin the choir. 

One of chE'fee first Thu rsday · 
happened Lo be h is binhda1·. I wi h 
sh knew, he thought. but l shonldn't 
te l l  her. TI1at wouldn't be right. To hi 
su rprise ister Andrea greeted him with 
''H appy B i rthday Don," and gave h im a 
gi fi . 

"'How d i d  yu u k now i t  w a s  my 
birthday?" he as ked. 

She co ld h i m  �he had looked up the 
old clas rol l  , where the dates of bi rth 
are listed. Lacer. he wondered why she 
had gone hunting th rough the nld rol l s  
j u  t to find h i s  birthday. He thnugbt 
he kn  w the answer aud it made h im 
happy. 

Sister Andrea told him about her gift. 
It ,vas a left-over book from a class set 
which S i s t er  Bridger had bought. It wa 
a recently pu bfohed atlas with maps of 
aU th Au �t.ralian scates and illustrations 
in colour of each ;;care· · i ndustries. 

-I t will help �-o u wi th your
Geograpby:' 5he �d. 

Don 10\·ed it. Charlit> was jealous and 
Brother Hanley said ir wa� wonderful .  

t o one in tlic da,.s had een 
-. anything like iL Don would .p nd 

a J I  his i dle momems turning the 
pages and looking  at the 

pictnres, unti l one  d ay, he 
took it from his des"k. and 

weoc to chc  ch u rc:h for their 
Confessi ons  i n  pnipar1uion for the 
First Friday Mass. 

,__ ____ 
./ discoverecl that the page

had all b een cut to piece s 
aud corn. 

The church was in the same growids 
as Don's old school, and  
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Wi th a grief-stricken sob he t0ok 
th atlas to Brother Hanley and 

-bowed it to him. Don had
-
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for 115 ar 1lnnols l1a been throwing light oo age-old 
qu tion . ome f the questions have changed but 

Annals i still avail bi a a sure guide in the nam of th Catholic 
Church. 

TOO SHY TO ASK? 

DON'T BE! 

CATHOLIC ANSWER.S TO BIBLE CHRISTIANS 

VOLUME I $12.00 
llnclade �2 for postage and handling] 

Fra.11k. discu�. ion of araoments commonJy raised against th 
Catholic Church. A nuut for every Catholic home and school. 

[Volume 1 is available in Spanish for S l 2.(10 including poslage j

CATHOLIC ANS,VERS TO BIBLE CHRISTIANS 

VOLUME 2 $12.00 
flnclud � $2 for postage and handling) 

E.--q>loring the true face of modem ami-Catholici<:m. Th p ychology 
of prejudict\ unprov n a umptions, ' o Popery, Bad CathoHcs. 

All prices in ·lude GST 

Atiailable now from: 

CHEVALIER PRESS 

PO Box 13 
Kc·nsington NSW 2033 

Pbone: (02) 9662 7894, 02) 962 7188 . t 252. 
fax: (02 96 '2 1910 Email: anoaJ au trala ia@gmail.com 

ASK FOR A LfST Of O ROTHER CATHOLIC P BLICATIO S 

lears i11 hi eyes and he was unable to 
spc.ak. 

BrotJ,er Hanley examined the 
damage ;md condu<ll'd it was the wOJ'k 
of ome bo, who wanted the pictures LO
stick iu his Ceograph project book. He 
had suggested eh 'Y ·ould cut pictures 
from old magazines or newspapers. But 
this was dreadful. 

"Get out your G ography project 
books," s:iid Brother Hanley. "place
them on your desk and stand around 
the room in il nt'l'� 

He then examined each book. When 
he turned Lhe pages of Benny Dalton's 
book, a number of the missing pictures 
flum·rcd to rhe floor. 

'·Benny," he said, �you remain 
standing, J'll d1•al witl1 you at recess. 
TI1t! nm of you it down." 

Don sat down with I.he rest and looked 
at Benny - poor qui l lonely Benn�·- who 
couldo'l even afford !!hoes and came LO 
school harcfooted. There he stood near 
the door. with hi head down, in hi, bare 
feeL At reees everyone brushed roughly 
past him a lhey trooped out tO the 
playground. Wlrnn Dott's mm came, he 
had a �uddcn thought - he put a friendly 
hand on Benny's shoulder "lt'II be OK 
Benny!" Benny looked up and tried to 
smile through his tears. 

Three days larer Benn · caw co hjm 
with a new alla .. 

"Brother H.anley told me to b uy thi 
for you.-

"Wherever did you get che money, 
.Benny?" 

"'Brolher Hanley gave rue the 
money, aod J have to pay hin1 back. 
It will take me, years, I told him, ·c.os 1 
never get any money. He told me that 
would be OK, h' could wait, there was 
oo hurry." 

A fl r school chat da , .Brother Hartl y 
noticed B 1111, ·nealcing out of the 
clas room, hiding omething under his 
old raggedy jumper. 

�al hav . ou got there Benoy? 
It was thl' rt•main · of the damaged, 

cut-up atlas. 
·'Don gave it to me. He said I could

keep it." 
After that, Conny, Donny and Benny 

were always sc •u mgether. 
On th n u first Thursday, Sister 

Andrea met hjm with tears in her eyes , 
and gave him a big hug. 

"l'm so proud of you. she said, "for 
your l.ind.iie co Benny Dalton.u 
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B ro ther  Ff a n ley  had t o l d h e r  a l l  
about  i t  a n d  s h e  s igned h i s  n e w  a l ias 
w it h  her beautiful big signa ! u re. 

The-re was  11n art le ·so n  cv·ery week 
a n d  Don foti nd ,  at ]a5t, somethi n g  he 
was good ur. Charli was hopeless at  art  
so Don ,ometi mes  h elped h im \ i t h  b i s  
drawings. 

�could you copy thisr Charlie a�ked 
him one  d ay. lt was  a ci garette- card 
showin g Do n B ra d m an pluying a , ·onT 
drive , '-But make i t  m u ch bigger - ahout 
ten u.n1es this s ize ." 

Don  though t  he co uld,  an d gave it 3 
go. Charl ie  loved i 1. .  

""S ign i t  wit h  yo u r  uam e," said 
Charlie, "au d watch me!" H · showed it  
around the lu nch area. 

1'Ta kc a gec.k at t h i s  - Don B radrn an
in a c t i o n, d r a w n  by Don G eoghegan 
who was nam(,-d afrcr Bradmau - it costs 
a pennyr-

lt  was  snapped u p. ·'Do two morc,
C harl i e  � a i d  "J" l l  s e l l  th e m. u n c! yo u 
a n d  m e  a n d  Ben n y  w i l l  get a pe nny 
i ce-cream each a t  the corner 5hop after 
school ." 

h was  d o n e, a n d  i 1  was t h e fi r s t  
i ce-cream of Benny' s  l i fe. Th e  ne11:t Ce.w 
day, were spen t s ke 1ch i n g  B ra d rn a n, 
wi tb  C harl ie making the  sa l e s  an d the  
three of  them enjoying the profits. 

At th e end of c b e  w e e k:  he thanked 
his mother foJ' call ing him Don. 

··QbT she s-aid .
"All  1 h  · k i d s  at  s chool th i n l  f w a s

narnc<l aftt,r Don Bra{l ioau." 
'"We l l  chat 's O K.·' �he �aid .  ""but don·t 

re l l  the old rnan," 

BROTH E R  DON  GALLAGH ER CFC t,iui;h l  i n  
llos� Jk, . . A lhurr, w�itara. 011 1 lbun 1. lla l tuaii, and 
Bond i  J1rn<}l i <.H l  .before mov i npj  to  Sr  l,� dm 1 i ru .l \ .: 
Cm l > <.:rrn iu 1 967. h i• 1n• rh,1p · ;;, Ju unist thai h · 
rt1(kit w idt�ly kr iown_ 1 -f i E- pa int.lng-� adorn col lec 1ions 
-1..hrnL 1gliotJ L  .Au,lml i-a i11 1d o,re1�ea� . 

· IJun • is "�cr.rpted with p�r r 1 1 i ssio11 fr"'n ,1 SIU!y
0 .f-'lzi,uinff-,·, by Br Do11 A.l l a&iu,r·, CFC, published
by Choic1ez Med ia. Canberra 2008 RRP . Copies
,m,_,, be �•bt a ine.d from C JlQ Bo,,- 1 4. Ca 1 1hcma City, 
ACI' 260 1 .

DONATIONS RECEIVED 
FROM 30/1 1 /08 - 1 1  /1 2/08 

Our s incerest thanks- to the many subscribers to 
Annals Australia, who very generously send a smal l  donation 
along with their -anhu al renewal - this assists in defraying the 

heavy costs incurred in producing our magazine. 
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Christian doctrine with °oue may 
achieve greater profll,ndz{y 

THE DEVELOPMENT 

OF THE FAITH 

ET RELIGION. which is of the spirit. 
imital(' the- proee ·ses of the body. For 
although bodies develop over the year 
and their individual parts evolve. they 
do nur c-hane-e into -;omething different. 
It i� Ll'Lle that there is a f!rt'at gap 
betwecu the prime of youth a11d the 
ma1urit� uf later year., bm the people 

who reach th(·.e lacer years are die ,amc people who 
once were adolescents. So, akhoug:h the 5ize and out,\·ard 
appear-a.nee of an:v individual ma}' change, ic imtill the 5-ame 
per on. and the na1ure remains the �amf'. 

The limbs ofi11fams are tiny, while cho�e of young men arc 
large. but thf'}' are the �rune limbs. 11,e inan has no more 

parts to his body than the little child: and if then� arc part� 
that appear with age aud greater maturity tl1cy are already 
pre em earlier in embryo. As a result.. it can be �aid that 
notl1ing new i� produced in old men thar \\a no1 already 
pre-;t.•,u in an undc,·dopcd form wlwn they were bo_v-;.

There i� .no dc,ubL tl1e11. that lhis i� the correct :rncl 
legirimate rule for developmem and the be5t and mu�t 
;:1rikine- order of growth. if rhe passage of years sees cho�e 

pans c,o!ve in cht' adult. which tl1e Creator in his '"''isdom 
had prepared in him befon'hand when he was a child. 

But if th<' human form is changed into some �hape that 
is not of its own kind, or ac kast if something is added 
or taken away from the full c·o1nplemem of its members,
then the \\'hole body must perish or become a mtmster 
or at least be weakened in some way. It is fitting, then, 
1hat Chri�tia11 doctrine too should follow these laws of 
devclopmenL qo that with the passage of years it may be 
strengthened, with time it may make progresi- and with ag<' 
it may ach.ieve greater profundity. 

- Si \lince111 oflcrio�. died l,rfore '1-50 AD. Conmwnituriuni Chapter 23,
Quuc.-d b1· the Roman B1Y11:ia1,y. for the Second llea<lil1i; al M.ati11� for
Friday 111 thl' 27tb Wed of tl ,,. Yrar_
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'Il1 e u n k iugbtcd Au l  r ·  De Vere ( 1 8 1 4- 1 902 ) 
w rote The Combat at du: Ford d escri bing a u  ep it:  
fighc in whjch F'erdia the  f'irb olg is kil led by hi 
friend Cuchullain who sings: 

Each banlc was a game. a jesL a sport 
Till came. forc-doollled. Ferdia to tht" Ford 
I lo,·cd the wa□ior I.hough l p iereed hi� hi-ai-1 , .. 
Huge Uon of the � res try of wa1� 
Hi.ir l'Cutral p i llar of th · House of Fame: 
Bu t  yes t erday he towered above the world. 
'll,i · day h lies along u1e earth. a shade 

Po5 s ib le to see ill eh extract's open in l i n e  a 
descripcion of parli.amen tary bardes i n  Canberra. 
Impossibl e to say wbcthcr Kevin Rudd or 

falcolm Tum.hull js ·e.rdia or Cuchullain. 

K i n g  Barack 

Tbe asce n d an t� of Barack  Oba m a  
re-em phasi ses Lhat the Pre5id c m  o/ c h e  l·n i L e d  
States i s  a n  elected monarch .. som eth ing that ID Ubl 
be remembered i n  the evol ution of Aus rralia to 
a federal rep ubl ic  (w i t h  room for Aoteroa-New 
Zealand if il  so w i shes). 

Such a monarch n ds die say-so of I.he peopl 
not parliamenta.riau- . What of t he coronation- 1 le 
hype that surround. lhe presidential inauguration? 
I t  , a oa t  alw ay s  th u s: f u n d ing father Thoma 
Jefferson' · i 1 1au ruraL ion wa alm ost p u1i tan ical in 
its s implicity. More recemly J immy Career kept 1he 
hoopla co a w io i ruu m. b i  w i fe iucuJTi ng cri t ici sm 
fo1 ·  weari n g  a n  old i  h gown to a n  i n a ug ura tion 
ha l l . 

Obaiua'5 formidal,ly elcgam fo'SL lady, �\licl 1dlc, 
made no ,;uch miscake. She followed a monarchical 
example �oiog- bacl, berond Jaequcliuc- (Camelot ) 
K-en nedy. h i ;;  reco rded th a t  C lorian n a. Q ueen 
Elizilicd1 I ,  had fou r  d i fferent  o u t fit� m a de for 
her  coro n a1 ion  i n  Lo 1 1do 1 1  on Janua'!' 1 5 , 1 5 .5 9  
an<l the subsequent banquets, ra ms, wum eys and 
rn a,q1r ns. 

Ring-a-d i ng AO 

Congratulations are t i l l  in order for act o r
manager Jolm BeU of the Be.J I Sha.le pea1·e 
Com pany followi.ng bi a ppointmenc as an Ollicer 
in thP  Ord er of Au traJ i a . 8 •U is m ore genero u ,  
ab o ut h i s  background  chan the coverage given t o  
h i �  a1.vard. 

In the coverage (TI1e SMfl, Jan 26) there was 
referenc:e  to, 'the Engl i s h  teacher at h i s  Ma i t l and  
h i gh school' �•ho was  · a  Shakespeare scholar and 
'ombal l  coach'. 

Shakespeare sdwlar and.football coach? Who 
was th i s  paragon? Tile coverage d id  not say. Ye1 
in his memoir, The Tune ef Aly Life., Dell is specific 
rh a t  his c·h ool was Mari s t  Broth ers Ma i t la n d  
a n d  his 'first lruly insp irationa.l  teach er· Brother 

Elgar (who pub l ished poelry un der the name RD 
Murphy). 

A similar omission oc ·u rrcd i 1 1  covernge of 
the Austra l iao of th e Year award LO Profes or 
Mick Dodson. He wa, reported ( The duslrali.an, 
Jan 27)  w have attended 'bl u l'-rib and s i c ! )  
Monivae board i11g school in th  Western Oi�trict 
of Victrnia� 

Make that, 'Ham i l l o n , Victo ri a '  a n d  m a.kc it. 
'Monivae, a schoo. l  ru n by th ' M iss ionaries of tl1 e 
Sacred Heart'. Catho l i c·'? ls the Pope? 

How rele ,·a n c  is s uch i.nforma tion? G i  e n  
deadlines and space-con trau1t subbing, difficu l t  
10 ay. Bu t  i f  Cathol i  iden 1 ilicacion is necessa ry 
amid scandal, for balance ic ·hou ld a)50 be u sed 
about posit ive achjevemen L 

G raham G reene 111 oue  of hi essays reroarkt•d 
0 11 the ra ri ty o f  Ca t h o l i c  m i nor  characters in 
1 93 s pop u l a r  fict ion . Earlier G K  Che stert o n  
s a w  a 1 endenq in obit u aries 1 1 ot ro n i  ·mion th e 
de ceased's Carh o l fr r • I i g i  n re m a rk .i ng  k ha 1  i t  
m ight not b e  i mportao t  L O  the obitual'ist. but it  
could be imponam to the deceased. 

I n  another essay, CKC ugg seed that eYery 
great acto1· i n  tbe th eatre had Celtic bloo dlines. 
Add to the l ist Joh n  Bell. 

Success  Gate 

Apropos  Celt i c, t he  C ate Thea L Te, Du b l i n  
i s  n. major co ntr i butor  to fes t i va l s  thro u ghou t  
Au stralu..�ia. hy way of ·wTiters., actors and directors. 
De, p i te  i t s  glo bal orbi t. t h  Caw operates on 
com i ouine- to produce- eh \ ork. or lrish-boru 
.,_·riters exclusively. 

Some  mar see such l'e l iance as parochial .  
parti cu larly in the Ir i sh  Re pub l i  , wh ere 
mem b ership  of th E u !' op  •an  C om m u n i ry h as 
had a transformative cITcct. Otl1 ers may see il as 
<1 preconJit ion for a nationa l thea tre.  h there a 
theatre company i n  Au t ral ia 01· l cw Zealand tbar 
Clpera Les on a s im ilatl y c · elus i ve  basi s? S h o uld 
1he.re be? 

Lidde l l  Truth 

N ice t o  see the  Br i L i sh U i  h Commi s ion e r  
H Jen Li ddell p lace Rabble  B u rns a 1  the head ol' 
a co l u m n  to maik t h e  2 5 0th a1mi versary of h i s  
b i rth ( Tlte Au.sLralian. Jan 24-2.5). She  was  correct 
in pra i s in g  b i s  anthem Auld Lang Syne (wh i ch. 
i n c.iden ra l ly, sh ou ld  be s u n g  wi th  a h ard 's' no t  
a 'z') . She was  wro n g  i n  suggest ing the  Scou ish 
fo lk-tune CraigieJea is the b ·i for the music of 
I Wtzing J1tfarilda. 

Peter Scul
t
horpe.. Au t:ralla's most dist ingoished 

composer, once discu · •d uiug 1 h e  words of a 
• Reconcili.an'on Amhem to the llf.tlt.zin

g Jl,fati!da tune.
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After examining original shl:'Ct mu ic Sculthorpe 
cold your corr�pondem thcr,t was no counection 
between Cmi!!,Mea and llh.ltzing Matilda. 

'l11 Reconciliation Anthem'? Durin • cheque 
droughts, your correspondent makt!s a dmking 
song; of it. 

Noir Carr 

News thac Bob Carr, ex-premier, Ma!"qna,ie 
Bank consultant and literary gent had appealed 
to outge>ing President George W Bu�h 10 g.rant 
a pardon co the jailed 
Conrnd Black su·uck .'.I 

has proved that if you pay more than peanuts, 
you ec gorilla c..xi:'uru\.'eS o greedy they cannot 
tak their paw u11t of thl' rookie jar even while 
wuing up lo!' e. and liring workers to balance 
th • book�? 

Nine Seven 

ff, ine·s 6 Jiinute; doe� not, new rival ven·s 
Sunda_y Nicrht \\ illc char L. profile Jarucs Packer. 
a11rborised or not. fN1rth in 1}1e line of a wealthy 
owdia dynaSC). he pr-efe�d to go huntinp: for an 

eH:11 g.re-atrr fcJrtune in 

cborcl. 
Black. far from being: 

1he lofty. overbearing 
character of mnb. LI ot 
ool_v reviewed the late 
Panl Fr i;osi's cla�sic. 
Drrams of Empire, with 
a fellow wriLer and 
Napoleonophile's acumen, 
but lw also entenained 
Fregosi generously. In 
writing to Black. your 
correspondent found him 
meticulously courteous in 
p rsoua\ response. 

Wasting Taxpayer 
Lives and Wasting 
Taxpayer Dollars 

the worldwide gambling: 
archipelago. its ,,·aten 
a haum of whale. and 
�harks. 

Luc.k, difficult to 
define, difficult to catch, 
aJways has timing as an 
essential t·lcmenl. And 
Jame_ Pa kei-·5 timing 
could have been better; 
a profile would find him 
where, like all gamblers 
he mu-l decide tu hold 
or fold. 

Ar what is now Fairfax 
Media. there may be 
critics of Black who could 
wish that its cL1rrent 
clouds had a Bia k lining. 
J-1 was, an.d ma · be gait� ' 
a journalists' proprietor 
not a bean-counter. 

Cool Hands 

T
HE Obama administration has
promised to spend more money 

on embryonic stem cell research 
and promote more human embryo 
destruction, and the FDA has now 
approved the first experiments using 
embryonic stem cells in patients. The 
new President has stated that he wants 
to promote science, but he must have 
meant political science. The focus on 
embryonic s.tem cells emphasizes 
unethical and poor science, least likely 
to help patients, and wastes both 
human lives and dollars. 

- Excerpl from an invitation to attemJ a lecture 
n Washlngion OG on February 12. 2009 by Dr 

0111/ld Prentice, Senior Fellow for Life Sciences, 
Center for uman Life and Bioethics at Family 

Research Council. 

Memo Worthy 

cw�papei· 
leaders teod 

third 
to be 

li�hteT Lha11 first or 
second leadets. Wl)oever 
wrote the third leader in 
The Au. rt.ralian Jan 20) 
d<>. erves an internal and 
rxtemaJ award. 

It began: ·The people 

Old cliches. like old sol<lier_. ne,·er die, ihe.y 
ooly fade. away. One. long faded, is ·the man in 
the treet: formerly a .,taple in Time magazine 
reporrage of p11 blic opinion. � imilarly faded i • 
·the little pf'ople: lntriguing to ee it rniv d by

who decide what to 
scret·n on teh�, i ion probably were nol all 
thar bothered ahCJut the death of n veli;;t and 
TV writer John Mortimer on the weekend. But 
everyone who loves a good yarn wiJI be �ad he 
is gone.' 

ficha.cl Kirhy iu his f arC"well to the High Cou1·t
of Australia. Giv u a b1·c11k. Australia it< a nation 
of great ethnic diversity bur when \ a· the last
recorded sigbling of I prcchaun ..

Sri II as endll,ring as, 'tip of the iceberi;' is the
cliche that suggests, 'lf yo11 pay peanu c�. you 
gee rnonkeyi-' recently air d in in commem ou 
payment of parliamentarians. 

Surely, however, th global financial crisi� 

h ended: "Perhap programmers could watch 
Rumpole or evr-n reud one of l\fortimer·. boob 
- it might give uu idea about what television is 
mt'am m deliver: intdlie;ent entertainment." 

Great stuff. It might have beeu more effective 
as a confidential memo co Rupeit �u.rdoch. boss 
of The Australian, and font of television inlluence 
vmrldwide. 

(c) Austral-M dia Pq Ltd 2009
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VICTIMS OF POLITICAL CORRECTN ESS 

'Let us remember that [ many ef.l the tribes ef Arabia were Christian � 

MIDDLE EAST CHRISTIANS PERSECUTED 

· l RAQ, a c r i me  i s
cu tTcnLly being coru ruiue<l
- a nother i u  a seri e · of
i o i q u i ti e5 bro u g h t  by
the wind, of change that
ca me  i l l  the wake of the
fU.S . ] occupation. which

sought to impregnate Lraq with the seeJ 
of <lemocrn.c-y. [But] the [ resulting] fetus
emerged deformed and weird. The worse 
o u ccome of lh i s  ,;ituation is. po s ibly.
Lhe (•arna e agatnst ethnic communities
,md m i noritie. that has swept through
Iraq. Nei ther Sunnis, oor  Sh i'ites, nor
Chri s t ians, n o r  Ku rd • nor Tu rkomen.
nor f members of) otl 1c-r  [groups l have
mann.gc-d to e£cape it.

However, the  stri 1 1 g o f  !ll u rders and  
expuls io ns of  Christians, wh ich has b en 
going on foi· se\lcral mon ths. is by far the 
most grievous - [and] it [ m u st be taken 
as) a warning that 1 10· t i l i l! am! crim e · 
aga i n st mfoori c i i: i;  m ay spread r u  1 h e  
neighbo� cuu mrit-s [a, V> ell) . 

ChriHfa ns are being pcnecu 1ed n01 
only u1 Iraq. but in must .-\ra b cou otrie,._ 
regard l ess nf their nn mber lhe re. 111� 
al'e subjt c 1 t·d to e \  c-ry pos�ib l e  k i nd  
of dil.criroin,Hion, a . wel l  a ;,  expulsi on .  
111e problem i5 1 h ac i c  i s  no 1  only Ara b 
offici a l s  " ho M� r • m a i n i n g si lent [ i u  
du: face o f  rhese erimes j - [ they du 
soj beca u se thei r  primit ive mental ity i!' 
cemered on rhe cu l t  of the ruler - b u t, 
alarming}�- so are A rab intellect ual , the. 
dit •,. oon-gO\ ernmcm organization!;. and 
leader, o r  t he  priva te sector. AIJ these 
groups l ook on at c hese u np reced en ted 
[acts o f] fo l l) ' 11 i thout a p p rehen d i ng 
the daogf'r w i rh  1d1ich 1he  e cri m es are 
fraught. 

S tat i st ic� �how 1,ha t  in 2005 the 
number of Chri�tian� i n  l rnq was a high 
a.r 800,000. 13, rarl)· 2008, i t  bad d ropped 
by ha] f.  [ i n d i  a t i ng] that 50 pel'cem of 
lr-aqi Christiiln� h ad been ex p · l i ed  from
cl1eir home and land� .

Today. this- problem i s  u l �o rampant in 
Egypt. Lebanon. Ali;erin. and Palesline -

By •Abd al -Na er al-Najjar 

and while th s i tu atioll may be s l ight ly 
d i fferem i n  Pa les t i 1Jl', the t rend is the 
'arne. 

Let us be honest with o u r  el es and 
coura eously say out loud thal Palestinian 
Ch 1isr iaos are taking many severe blows. 
yet al'i" sufferi ng i n  ; f lence ,,o a s  not to 
a 1 1 ra ct aneut ion. [ do no t  refer here t o  
1 h ,  s u ffering caused by t h e  occupation . . .  
but to a ct ions of t.hc pas( 20  years a1 
leasl - 1 h at i�. s ince the begin ning of 
the occupati on i u  1 96 - i 1wolvi ng  
thf>  confiscation of Christian p ro p •ny. 
especi al ly in 8 t h l eh em. Ramal l ah. a n d  
Al-Birah. 

What makes tbing.s worse i� rhat tltose 
who arc p l u n d ering l thc Chris t ians"J 
p roperty a re e i ther  po1 rfu l [i n  t heir 
own ri .. fu] or are back. d by var ious
ele incn t s .  among tbcm h igh -ran k i ng
military offici al or iu/l u c n tial mem ber,
of lame clans.

i\ttem pt.:. by c h c  politica l  lea d c r�hip 
, to part iaU� rc cti �· rh i  · i 1 uat io 1 1  h a re 
tailed . .Nor has Lhe j u d icial ,;y,,tcm b een 
a ble to [ rc .. oh·c) man of the problems, 
1\'h ich w e  s rill face LOd ay. Over the pa · 1  
few year , everaJ of m Christian fri nds 
have wld ru e of the harm the_v h ave 
suffered, including various threat�. even 
death L11reats, for trying to gain access to 
thei I· land. aft:cr they were taken oYer by 
i.J t.flueutial Belhlehern reside1 1ts. 

Fu rth e rmo re. there li as b een an  
attempt t0  marginal ize Cbristiau culture 
in Palest i ne, even though i t  is ri ch 
and d eeply rooted [ th e re) . Th i� b ega n  

Martyrs 

I
F death trou bled us on l y a
l ittle or not at al l , the glory 

of the martyrs would not be 
so great. 

- St Augusline of Hippo [354-4-30 AO.
Treaiise on St John, 1 23,5 . From the

Second Reading at Mat ns. in lhe Roman 
Braviary, for Iha Feast of S1 Nicholas of 

Bari, December 6 

wi th ra cusat ions] of u n bel ief [aga ins t  
C b ri t i eu ] - a mo\le 1.bat 11ltimatdy 
harm d Pale rio ian societ a a whol . . .  

Despite all rhe i nj u t i ces [agai nst th · 
Christi ans ) .  nu one has seen or heard of 
an_ conscrncciv acrion to cu. rb i t  and to 
raefondJ eh Ch sistians' right - whether 
b_ tbc clit · . by any of the tbree brauch · s 
( ex · ·u r i  e, legislad e. a n d  judiciruy). by 
non - ovenunem orgau izations, or even 
b , the political factiou themselve . !Such 
action s ho u l d  h ave been forlhco m ing) 
not ou r  of k i udn  'SS and com passi o n, 
b u t  j due  to] regard i ng .Pa ll'st i n i au 
Christ iam a. indigenons to thi land, and 
[therefore) no different from us. �i,h tbe 
same rights and oblig11tio 1 1s [as Moslim I -

Bu t ll te ma  l fundamen L al prob lem 
here may be  rel ated LO c u  l t 1 1 re .  We 
continue ro i n s c i l l  a horrific: cu h u re i.n 
o u r  c h i l d ren, one tha t  sees Ch risti an s
a� i n fi d el! . . .  and a� ' t he  other." We ne d
an inj e ct ion of humanist ic and nat ional
awa ·ening: we m u  · t raise an outcry and
cand up to restore the Christians· riglns,

of wbich l11ey ha\lC been depriv d - [ and
wt: m u · t  do th i . ] in ord e r  to preserve
the dem graphic hu l a. n ee, wh ich w i l l  
afo ua rd t he unity of our  homeland and

die juscness the Pal 1 1 1 1 an cause.
f Lel usl rt!m em ber Lhat I many o f] 

1he tribes of A rab ia were Christ ian .  The 
best  writers and poets w e.re Christian. as 
were [many] .,..,arriors and phi losophers . . .  
It is they who bore tlw b anner of 
pao-Ara b i s m .  Tot" firs t  Pa les ti nia n 
uoivei·sity was establ ished by Chri s t ians.

Enough [exarnples l ! It is not wo r<ls
that we uecd. b u t  progressive att i tudes, 
and the truth, . o that i t  can be pre eoted 
to ty rannicel rulers. and so thee priestss 
and old men wil l  oot be the  only 
Chri ·cinns l eft i n  th · Holy Land and i 1 1  
tht> city of (Jesus'] bi rth.-

The almvc e.11· rp••  w�re raken fro,� "" �rricle b • 
·Abd Al-Na,srr Al- I ajjar l llHl �ppeart'd in Al- am
(!':,I ,aiui,111 Ambori 1 1  • October 25. 2008. '11,e uru, -
lation i,, rake11 from ME�f RI Sp.,d.nl Di�pa1ch I No. 
2 1 1 2  I m·ei nb�r 1 2. 2008
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AusTRALIANA 

A lz"ttle /r.nown pioneer ef Australian Mi1.Sic Theatre, and Catholic Music History 

ANNE THERESE CLARKE 

E l' H £ R E S  E 

t h ea t re s i n ge r  who 
ar.r iv  d i l l  H o b a rt i n  
l 834. H istori a l ly she
is a n  o bscure figure ,
but in cross-referencing

my re�qearch of early Amtral ian theatre, 
Mrs C lark has  em erged as an important 
catalyst. fo regard to this. her H o bart 
company was  re s p o n  i b l e  for firs t 
bri nging to p u b l i c  a t ten t i o n m any 
pe1former who went on to becom , the 
stars of nineteenth century Au u-alian 
t heatr . The child ren of M rs Clarke's 
performers (such as lellie Stcwan and 
Emma Howson ) also made an im 1uen e 
con t r i b u L i on  1 0  Au st ra l i a n  Th e atre.  
S t  Mary's Cathedral in Syd ney - an d  
don  b t less,  t h e  Cathed ra l s  of Hobart 
and Me lbou rne - b enefit  -cl from rhe  
extraordinary musical tail1nt i n tTodnced 
hv Mss Clarke. 

• She was herself a m u l t i -ta )en1e9
performer with a grea t deal of
organisational abi l iry 1ha1 eem to ha e
been combined wirh a cenain degree of 

.By John Colborne-Veel

sin[de _mjndedoess aod an enterprising 
eotrepren u ria l flare. She had =a 
rep u LaLion for presen t i ng  properlJ 
rehearsed a n d  v aried programmes at 
mod est pri ces." B u t  all t h a L  remains of 
her  ex traord i n ary con t ribut ion would  
seem ro  be a han d ful of  posters in tbe  
Ta sman i a n  L ib rary and a sen tence or 
perhaps a paragra ph he.re and there in 
Austral ian tbeatr reference books. 

A n. n e  Therese Cl a rke nee Reman 
was  b orn i o  England in  1 806. She  
must  ha ,·e bad ome 'a.rly tra i ning 
because sh ang i n  a London thealTe 
before coming co Au�craJ ia. Subsequent 
evencs s u ggest t ha t  An n e  wa s a l so 
wel l  conn ected i n  Lo n d o n  s theatre 
world.  She left England wi th 238 other 
'free fe male i m m i gra n ts ·  abo ard the 
'S trathfi cl d �ay' d epart i ng  Gravesend. 
Lon don on May Day 1 834 and arriving 
i.11 l ioba1· c  aft i-: r  a voyage of 1 07 d ays 
on August L S. Anne immediately fo und 
work in the theatre. 

Her fi-r t pu blic performance in 
Hobart o n  Au usl 23 1 834 received 
favou rable revi ews, a n d  The Colonial 

Beauty ever 
ancient ever new 

L
AT E HAVE I loved you,  0 Beauty so a n cient  and so new; l ate
have I loved you! For behold you were within me, and I outside; 

and I sought you outside and in my ugliness fell upon those lovely 
things th at you have made.  You were with me and I was not with 
you . I was kept from you by those thi ngs, yet had they not been in 
you , they would not have bee n  at al l . You cal led and cried to me and 
b roke open my deafness : and you sent forth your beams and shone 
upon  m e  a n d  chased away my bl indness: you b reathed fragra nce 
upon me ,  and I d rew i n  my breath and do now pant for you : I tasted 
you ,  and now hunger and th irst for you : you touched me , and I t:iave 
burned for your peace . 

- St Augustine, Confessions, quoted Roman Braviary,

Second Reading at Matins for the Feast of St Augustine,
August 28. 

Time.I appreci:n d her professionalism.,_ 
•it is evidem that this lady has trod the
boa rd,: befor ; hi' had a good deal of
met and •tag:e atritude, which cannot be
obtained bu t  h_v con t in ued appeara nce
b efore the p u b l ic: and th rasmanian
prai sed her  for br i n g  'accura te  in t ime
and t u ne: The !Johart 1'bum Courin-3 

found her singing •highly respectable:
Th ere were two  thea tre s  i ll Hoba rt 

at this t ime3 � th • firn had b een opened 
at th Freemasons' TaH�rn ( which was 
fined our w i th  a gal le[)·- a pi t and a 
tag • for 1 ne occasion) in December 

1 833 when ' .i mson Camero n  and his 
wife arrived w i 1 h  a group of actors ln 
Jan uary 1 834 they prodnced 'Cl ari' the 
first Bal lad Opera s · 'n i u  A t1 stralia; the 
sc ·ond 1he.a 1 re was opened in Fehru ary 
1 834 by J. P. 01.)auc at his Argy! Rooms 
as the "ftw atre Royal' fo r a s eries o f  
co ncer ts ,  pan to mimes and plays. A nne 
fi rst ap peared for Ueane i n  concert 
and also 'Burgoyne's opera The Lord of 
the  lanor' t hen, in 1ovemher joined 
Cameron' company to perform a range 
of burlegque play..,. an<l opera. 

At the end of 1 834 Dean e (wh o had  
heen  a I a d i n g  force in the  colony's 
m u sir since 1 822)  leased the Royal to 
Camero n so c b at they cou ld combine 
res o u rces  with D e ane leading the 
Orchest ra. Tbcr follow d a spectacular 
seri es of operas 1 b at cond u<led at 
the eu d of 1 835 w i t..b both Dea ne 
and Cam ' /'on tem porarily placed in 
a d hto r. prison for <Jiaviog been 
deceived in theatrical speculations? 

Ann m a rri d Mi chael C l a rke on 
Octob •r 25 an d rhen continu ed 10 work 
in t h e  thea tre as Mrs  C larke. _.\.noe's 
dauglmr (al so na m e d  Anne Therese ) 
wa s born in 1 8 3 5  b u t  d u ring che year 
sh<.> s t i l l  fo und t ime t0 appear in both 
Hobart a n d  L u ncesron .  In 1 8 3 6  Mrs 
Clarle joiMd John l\feredi1h·s company 
in Hoban. 

The Tasmanian for February 1 7  1 837 
publ i bed a rev iew of a performance 
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no t :i n g t h a t  Mrs Clarke "Can n o t  b e  
excelled, w e  m ay perhaps say, cannot b e  
equal led,  ou t  of London. She  d ressed, 
san g and a l so ac ted to the p e rfect 
sati s facti on of a crowded audience:' 

There is a post t;, T  ('o r a ben e fi t  
co nce rt for i\1rs Meredith a t  t h e  Theatre 
Roy al for MoQ d ay 1 0  Ju ly 1 8 3 7. 
The p ro gram m e  incl u d e s, Overt ures 
performed by the baud of the 2 1  st  
Fu si l i e rs ;  'Th · F i rE' Rai ser  or the 
Prophet of die Moor' wh ich is  Je. cri bed 
as a n  en L i re oew ba l l e t  from the Ta l e  
o f  Beauty a n d  the  Bea s t ;  a song fro m  
Mrs C lark: M e decai ' s  C o u rt s h ip by 
M r  M e redi th ;  a n d  "The lnv iuc i h!es. or. 
Lad ies aJa J\'l ilitarc· hv a Tas mania n.  

! virs Cl arke i s sa i d  to have L e en ,u 
t h e  Royal Vic t oria Theatre i n  Syd n ey 
from Octobe.r I 83 7 Ltntil October  1 839, 
wh ich is interesti. og because  me theatre 
did n't  open u nt i l  i\1arch 26 1 8 3 8  and 1 
d o u bt tha t  the penny-wise  proprieto r• 
wou ld  have  reh e arsed a cas t  for fi ve 
months. 

Her time in Sydney wa� accompanied 
w i t h  a grea t  deal of cri t ica l  acclaim, 
for examp le :  th e  Sydney Hera ld  fo r 
S ep tem ber  I 2 I 8 3 8  fo n n d  t h a1 Mrs  
Clarke was, ""Letter-perfect in every part 
she plays ." 

O ri  h er way h ack to H o bart i n  la te  
1 8 3 9  J\1. r s  Cla rh he ld  a soiree in the  
L a m b  Inn  i n  :Me lbonrne .  At 1 h at earl v 
date the s e t t lement  m u s l  h ave b e en 
l i t t le m o r ' di ao a col !ect ion of wa nle 
an d - d a u  b huts .  A cen s u s ta k e n  thre e 
year;; e a rl i er  on November  8 1 8 36 gave 
the popula t i o n  a5 1 8 6  m ale and 3 8  
female seulers. B y  the time shti returned 
in 1 84.S tbe town boasted two theatres 
(a n d  th i s wa,  before the G o l d  R u s h  
era ) . 

ln March 1 8 40. Mrs Clarke rerurned 
tu H o ban a t  the hight of her  art i s t i c  
powers .  By A pril .s h e  had  for m e d  h e r  
own comp any a n d  t ake n over a s  'lessee 
o f  H o b an'� Roya l  Victo r i a  Theatre, 
which remained u n d er her control wl l i l  
February 1 84 1 .  

A pos ter fro m r h i s  period .  pri n te d  
i 11 b lack o n  c rea iu  � i l k  edged w i th 
b l u e. ribbons and bow5. ,un, i ves in the 
Tas man ian S ta te  L ibrary. The poster  
d etails  th e son� o f- re Q U  rce s  tha t  
M rs C l a rke had at J1 er d i sp osal at  the  
Roval Victoria Th ea tre and  rhC'  stvl e 
of ·e n tertainment that she pr e s en �·e d 
- G ra n d  Conct:rt - Frida _ J u ne 1 2 ,
1 840 - M rs Cl arke - Coucen of \ ocal  

Spea·k i ng of hoaxes . . .  

I
bel i eve that bank ing inst itutions a re more dangerous to ou r  

l i berties tnan  stand i ng  armie,s .  I f  t he  American peop le  eve r  

a l l ow priva te banks  tn  con trol t he  issue of the i r  currency, first 

by i nflat iori. , then by defl at ion ,  the banks ahd corporat ions that 

w i l l  g row u p a round  the ba nks wi l l  deprive the peop le  of a l l  

property iJnt i l  the i r  ch i ld ren wake�up  homeless on t he  conti nent 

the i r fathers conquered . 

- Attri buted toT hornas  Jefferson , 1 80'2. The sent iments to uch  a chord
with mi l l ions su ffer ing as a r,esu l t  of the recent financia l  me ltdown , but
the word ' inf la•t ion '  as a ppl ied to cu rrency was unkn0wri 10 the o rig i na l
edi tors of  the 18  voL  Oxford Dictionary before 1 864 .  Wh i l e  this does  not
prove that Je'fferson �l idn 't use it in  ·this sense, it d imin ishes the probabil ity.
Moreover, as your edi tor co u ldn't find any 011e who cla imed Jefferson to
t:ie rts author who was ab le or wi l l ing to cite in whieh of Jefferson's easily
accessible wri t i ngs i t  1s 10 be found - we thought  it worthwhi le w'arriing
remlers that the quote which is widely c irculated , may wel l  be a hoax.

a_od In stru mental  M u s i c  - C o l o n e l  
E] J jou ,1ss.i ted by t h e  Band of t h e  4 1  s t
regiment - l\{r LeJTier  w i l l  preside at  the
piano.

Ten m o n t b s  ex periem.:e a s man ager 
of the Roya l  V i c to r i a  T h e a tre IJl u. s t  
have l e d  M rs C larke m t h e  real i s a t i o n  
t h at H o b  a .rt c o u l d  pote ntial ly s u pport 
a first-class music theatre company, and 
�he  had the  enterp ri se to fo rm u l ate a 
,pl an  tha t  w o u l d  p u r  her  v i s i o n  i nt o  
e ffecL  The plan was  5 i m p l i city i n  
itsel f: sb e wo n l d  tak.e tw elve m o o t h s  
off from t h e  the atre, s a i l  ro E n gland,  
recru i t  an al l -staJ· ca st and  bri n g t h e m  
back t o  Hoba.r1 as assisted lmmigrams 1; 

co ntracted to w ork so l e ly for her 
company for three years. 

Vih ere  d i d  the money c o m e  from ?  
The performer s  wo uld  h a v e  certai n ly 
asked for cash a d va n ces and  someone 
had  t o  pay the re t u rn p assage Lo 
E.n gland fo r  Mrs Cl arke, her  h u sb and
an d  d a u ghte r. for the com pany to
be , ucccssfu [  i t  n eeded a n  u p-w-d ate
rep ertoi re of the ! att: s t  p lays,  fa rces,
mel odramas and operas from Lon d on.
A l ibrary o f  t h i s  sort was  no t  o n ly a
va lu abl t' capi tal asset i t  was also a very
expensive item. And  then ,  to carry the
whole enterprise off without a hitch, she
must have also had some sore of offic i al
i ntro d u ction co the <;:ol ony's a gent  in
London.

'i1/hateve r the an swer to rhe a b ove 
q llcstions m ight be, a t  a time when the 

d1 eatre h ad a wel l-earn e d  reputation 
as a fly-by-night enterpri se, Mrs Clarke 
see m s  to have  comma n d e d  a lot o f  
credibi lity a n d  resources. 

She sa i led fo r England in February 
1 8 4 1 .  Unfortunately we k n ow nothing 
of the peri l s  and  adventures of the long 
ocean voy age s th ere and .back or her 
t ime i n  London (nowadays the complete 
epic wu uld probably make a best-seller 
in i t�  own right )  b u t , e do know that 
sbe rcw rn e d  in Febru a ry I S 42 with a 
bri l l iant company that not on ly  went on 
to becom e, the great stars of Austra l ian 
t h e atre .i n  the i r  ow n r ight  but  a l so 
p ro d u ced b i ld re n  ( s u ch a s  N e l lie 
S tewa rt ) who ecl ipsed their paren ts i n  
reputation. 

Mrs Clarke's enterprise, foresight and 
imaginati o n  enhanced auJ changed the 
face. of Ausu·alian nasce nt mus ic  theatre. 

[Ncx:t Issue:  M rs C larke's trium phal 
returnJ 

1. A 1 11::11 1�t  26 1 .834 
2. Aug"" .29 1834 
.l They mu . in ha,·e l>e-i::n �ucc�.��fu l bcuUjt!' a rhird 

rheaire quir.kly l"ol l cm•cd. 
4. .l nseph W �tt rl fornu·r publk·an, m.'lde .il hugt>� fon 1 1 ne 

a< a h abCJ"<J""her. He hod """" r,gard for either publk 
npinfoo or his. actors' weUare. He ,wt·ms to haw nrnde 
� practice of rf'ne:g i 1 1 �  01 1 verl,..- 1 con t racts as w-eJI .ts 
abusing the be.ncfi t s� 1stt>.m to h i  own ad"·.111tage. 

,r;, Uudc.i· tlu: W;d.::efidd i,;-r:hr.rne 1he. B rlt.ish �O\'Cl'rnnc:ut 

p:.1 i < l i rn in i gr-an c"s pa.ss.,�e1 to prcu1i clc  rhc Colon i c� 
wi 1 h  i1 :!O urCE of c-:.heap lab r ,ur. 

J r > 1 1 11  COLBORH-VEl::L is a l"t:go f or  cou tri bu tor  rn 
,Jm,,ds. For six )'ear.s Pre ,ident of the fellowship of 

i\u,trnl i a 1 1  Composers, .John is a di5r ingu i shecl j ; ,7,z 
musician, compo er and l ib,�uist. 
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Good 

German  pro fes s o 1· John Ha ld e r  
( Viggo Mortenseu) ba s  wri tten a novel 
dealing sympathetically with euthan asia .  
I t b r i ngs him to th e  attemion  o f  t he 
Nard Party represented by Boule r  (Mark 
Stron g) w h o  make s it dear -that  the 
novel chimes with the  party's th eory of 
race pu rity staning with the eradication 
o f  t h e  phys i c a l ly and m e nta l ly
b a o dica pped .

D i r e ctor Vi n cen te A mo t"i m and 
scripnvriter Joh n \Vrathal!, working from 
C P Taylor's  play, ]) I l l  co o-ether a p1)werfo l 
film showi ng bow eady comp l iance w i t h 
the zeitgei.rt in exchange for favo u r  can 
l e ad to u n i n t en d ed coo sequenc e s, i n
this c.ase dead1 camps.

Monei1sen, cast against t _ pe, is 
u tterly convin c i ng  d espi te ,  i t  m u s t be
sa id, a wig that  look s to have been
acq u i re d  frn m  a Bert N ewton garage
sale.  To s u pport h im pro d ucer Miriam
Segal has brought together a superlat ive
cast ;  i t  a l rn  incl u des A.n astasia H il le as
l:la l d c.r's aba.udoned wife, l l e le.n :  Jodie
i-'h in.aker as h i s  s tu den t mistress, A n ne:
Gemma Jo nes  as h i s  -en i le  mother
whom he save� from su ici de. ,tn d J ason
I saacs as Maurice, the Jewi s h  fr iend, he
fails to save.

Cl' Taylor' s p l ay was wri r ten  in 
the 1 9 8 0s. I t  them e bas  c o n t i n uing 
relevance as wi tnes s the ad 1·ocacy a n d  
act i v i t i e s  Q f  cu rre n t p ropmien1., o f  
eu thanasia. 

The Read er 

Exa m i na t ion  of another facel of the 
a nti-Chri s ti an  religi o u s  cult :  Nazism . 
S t e pheo  Dal d ry d irects DaYi d H a re's 
s,cr.i pt, b oth worki n g  from Be rn h a rd 
Schhnk's 40-l anguagc best-sclle1� 

Ka t e  Win sle t ,  her  b e a u ty muted ,  
comes on as the d ra b  H anna who helps 
the you n g  Mich ae l  Be.rg (Davi d K ross)  
w h en h e  i s  si ck i n  the  e n t ra nce to her  
a parunent block. 

H er h elp t u rn s  i n t o  a n  affai r  wh e re 
bedding is enhanced by readings from 
Tlte Odyue_y a n d  811.c/rleber�y F'im1, 
[ f an nu bei n g  i J l i tcrate. Da l cky fo tercu ts  
these scenes witJJ 'l i chael grown t o  be 
a Ja...,.)'er in the person of Ralph Fiennes. 

To h is ro l e  Fi e n nes b ri ngs  h i s  
w oeb egone a. ir o f  a b loo d h o u n d  that  
bas  l o s t  i t s  scen t .  No won d e r. Hanna  
it  transplres d u ring  a s u b sequent  war 

Mov1Es 

�y ]AMES M LTRJlAY 

crimes tribunal, is a tram condu ctor who 
was once a death-camp guard. 

Here tl1e enthralli ng talent of Winsle t  
ca nuot  q u .i t e  co11cea l gl ib mit igation, 
if not o u tright defence. of G erm :111 � 
who voted the Na;,:i s tO power a n d 
then b eca me ign oran t when t h e  Naz .i 
practised what they had preached. 

Bernard Sch l ink .  w h o  came to 
a d u l rhood post-Word \\'ar l l. shrm::� 
Wi th a con wmporary Rolf  Hoch h u th 
a ten dency to s capegoat. Ho hh uth 
,.-capegoated Pi u s  Xl l  i n  his p l ay Thti 
Re.pre.rmtative Schhnk u ses die fictional 
Han na. 

Why otherwise make her the i l l i rerat , 
character who takes the blame, does jai l  
t ime a. ud. 011 the eve of release from j a il 
hani; herself using a platform of h ooks 
for her raking off! 

Germany's educa t iona l  s t and ards 
were high and  e ssenti al to the  Naz i  
death bureaucacy. Wo uld a woman who 
could not even s ign her name have been 
re-cmited as a guard? 

Th e s capego a1. i n g a p pears to h ave 
escaped ihe  auention of Schl ink ' s  1novie 
collaborators, who may h a ve forge t ten 
the two mora l categori e s  of i gnorance: 
cu lpable en· invinci b le. 

Th i s  forgetfu lness i s exacerbated hy 
the double character Rose Mat her/ Ilan a 
Math er (Lena Olin), a Je1 i sh survivor 
w ho di , d ain B erg· s offer o f  Hanna's 
� avings wh i l e  agrel' ing  that  they 
,-hou l d  be u 5cd ro sn up a foun dation 
for i l l i tera tes  - th i  · wh i l e  l iv ing in 
1fa n ha t t a o  lu x u ry, th u s  s u htex:m a lly 
rein fo rci n g  the m y th o f  t h e  e ver
surviving. ever-rich Jew. 

Ersatz (pho uy)  is t h e  wa rt i m e  
C t) rman word that comes to mind .  
lron ical ly. rhe late. grea t Syd u ey Pol l ack. 
hacl a hand in. L h e  prod uct ion overseen 
hy the owner of 1.hc fiJ m  rights ,  Harvey 
Weins te in, both Jew s . .  

M A I S + * * *N FFV 

Val kyrie 

The nm of Word War lI rn ov i e s  
cont i n ues with Tom Cruise'!, s tab a t  the 
h�toic Colonel Claus Von Stauffenberg. 
key figure in a' plot Lo a s s assi na t e  
Adolf Hitler by su bverti n g  a n  exi s ti n g  
emergency measure, Operation Valkyrie. 

Cru i se, po u 1 1d fo r  po u n d ,  the m ost 
form id ably focused of actOl'. ; brings out 
Sta u ffe n h e rg's des pernte courage, the 
co urage of a wou n d  eel fi c,Jnng; s{ J l d i e r, 
and ,he force of p 'rsmial ity that eJ 1abled 
lt i m  to ca rry m ore senior o ffice rs w i t h  
him. 

His fi nely j u<lged performance raises 
1he  q u e s t io n :  h ow d oes a n  ac to r u�e 
hi, personal  back grou n d  in p l ay i n g  a 
c h araC' ter. Stau ffe nberg's Catholicism, 
b rough t  o u t  in the movie by ima ges 
r.1ther than s t a tem e n t s, enab led  h i m  
t o  see t h e  fa l s i ty o f  Nazi s m  a 5  a death 
colt .  By what alchemy did Cru ise, raised 
J Ca tho lic _ o ow an a d  ·pt o f  dH' eu l t  
o f  S cie ntology. 1 1 s,:,  d 1 e se  factors i n  h i 5
vivid embod.imem?

1f the  mo\ ie_ d i re c t ed  by B ry a n  
S inger an d  \Hitt e n  by Cb r i � topher 
McQuarrie, o ccasio na l lv  fa .i t s  111 
verisimilitude, unlike an earli er Germ an 
vers ion ,  Sta11ffenberg, i t  i s  because of a 
plethora of t◊p British character actors .  
These incl ude 'lbm Wilkin , on, Kenneth 
B ranagh, B i l .l  Nighy. Eddie Izzard. Tom 
H o l l a n d e r  and  Terence S t a mp .  To see 
t h em st i ffe o upp<!r I i  p s  a s  G e rman 
officers r ests the suspension of  d.isbe l ief 
to surreal l im i t' s  o f i ncongru i ry. 

M****N FTV 

Two Fi sts .  One Heart 

One of t h o s e  mnv i e s  r h a t  mnke s  
yo u t h i nk  i t  s h o u l d  have L�en  sh ot i n  
b l ack a n d  whi r e  to l'u rt her  1."nhance 
i t s  real i r n1 .  Writer, co- •nar/ t• �e c1H ive 
p ro d ucer Rai Faz io ,  d irector  S.hawn 
See t  and  ve tera n pro d u cer Dav i d  
El fick pu t  u f.  ringside n t  the l i fe. c·ont(•s. t  
of A nthony Argo (Daniel Amalm) ,  a 
b oxer who moonl i gh t s  as a n ig:hidu b 
bou ncer. 

To u gh guy. To ugh n e i[!ih b u urh o o d .  
B u t  no t  as tough as h i s  t ra i ne r - fa ther  
Joe  (Enn io  Fan r a st ich i n i) ,  who \varn s 
L t i m  LO b o u nce J e s &  and bo ., m o re. 
A n th ony spl i t s  from h o m e  and m ·ets 
Kate (Je ssica Mara i ,  ) .  w hu opens his 
eyes  to a worl d b eyon d  boxi ng a n d  
bouncin� 

Fa m ily h o n o ur rem ain s .  W hen Joe 
is be t ra)> Pd h> auo th e r  b oxer. Nico 
Manchini \_Ra.i Fazio) Anth ony gloves 
up for a reve nge. bout. Not j u st an other 
p u g  mov ie .  The players bri ng a ro ugh 
conv iction to thl."i r  role,,o that m akes it a 
one-off classic. 

M * * * N FF V  
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Tu l pan 

incongru i ty ru les, according to 
d i recto r S rgev D vortsevoy and h i s  
co-wri ter Gennady Osttovsk.iy. In  th(' 
a rid region of Kazakhstan. k110wo a s  
Bet pak Data (H u nger Ste ppe) th y 
present Asa ( A le.hat Kuch i nch i. rck.ov) 
wear ing the  fu l l -dress un i form of a 
Ru ssian sailor spi n ni11g yarns about an 
encounter with a giant octopus .  

Asa's h eare rs arc h i s  sceptinl 
b roth e r- i n- law anti the parems of  h i s  
hoped-for bride Tulpan, never seen. She 
rejecu. him. not because his tales are coo 
taH. bu t  becau his ears are too large. 

Wil l Asa, inspired by a wind-blown 
picture of the flap-eared Pri nce Charles 
arnl his bea utifu l Princess Dian a, 
persuade 'fuJpan to marry him? 

The answer i as wry an d dry as th 
steppe . On it depends A a's ge t t i n l;!  a 
sheep floe!.. to m a nage or head i ng for 
city l ights and uucenaimy. 

M * * * N FFV  

Summer Hours 

Different terrain. differcm culn1 re :  a 
classi French, mu 1sgenerational movie thac 
il l u s t ra tes how cataJytic II wjl l  cao he. in 
,hi 'a. e tbu ·will of Hl'J n ,  (f.d jtb Scoh). 
She lives in a nm-down but spacious. still 
elegant house, replete with antiques a.ad 
:irt, including the work. of her uncle whose 
lar,t beloved muse she was . 

Her three d1i ldre n Adrienne (Juli tte 
Biooche), a IewYork l,ased d signer, 
Fr dcric (Charles Il rl i ng). a Pa risi an  
academic a1 1d Jerem ie Jer mie 1l nier). 
a husinessman b d ia Beij i ng. 

Writ r/director Olivier A ssayas doe. 
not strive for h i .  effect:; They seem to 
happ n as i 11 l ife. thanks to che superb 
naturaJ i sm of S rob, Binochc. Ber l i ng, 
Re n t e r  and t he  ac tors. play iug  their 
wives and children. 

Assayas's m ajo r  p robl em is LO 
rct·onci le u s  to why. 0.11 a vo te. th e e 
ci-,,il ized people woo l d  let uch a house 
of bcau t i ! 'u l m •morics go, se l l ing i ts 
tre ure� che Musce D' rsay. 

His ambi\ alent eml in o- indicate tba1 
Assayas hims I t  ma� not be• r conciled: 
he and h i s  ci n e mawgrapher, Eric 
Gautier, show u• \be young ·r generation 
gathering for a last pany at t l ie house:  
a contin u um or trad i t i o n a l  France 
perishing in the glo bal youth binge o f  
rock. booze and pot? 

Official 
Classifications key 

G: for general exh ib it ion ; PG: 
parental guidance recommended 
for person s  under  I 5 years;  
M 1 5 + :  rec o m m e n d e d  fo r 
mature audiences 1 5  years and 
over; MA 1 5+: restrictions apply 
to persons under the age of I S ;

R 1 8+ :  Restr icted to adu lts ,  
1 8  years and over. 

Annals supplementary 
advice 

SFFV: Su ir.ab le For Family Viewing; 
NFFV: Not For Family Viewing. 

Last Chance Harvey 

Harvey Shine (Dust in H o ffman is 
trapped in a pu n: his life h.is grown dim 
after his d ivorce. As he prepares lo leave 
New York for London and � he wedding 
of hi da ugh cer Susan (Liane Balaban ). 
h i s  boss mak ' S  i t  dear that Harvey" s 
t r l evision j ingles aJ·e no  longer word, 
the doh-re-me he is being paid. 

Kate's { Ern m:a Thomp on) days arc 
n u m b ered. he i, fol'ty- something, 
blind-date s ingle and ollects statistics 
al London's Heath row Airpo n . .I:' rf'ect 
·et-up  for a mee t i ng. B u t  not bef re
wri ter/di rector Joel Hopkins  add.
Harvey s d i scom fiture and depa rtu re
whe1 1  Susan t e l l  h i m  sh wants her
stepfather Bria n  (James Bl'Oli n) to give
her away.

Only then d o  Harvey and  Kare 
rueet for September love. laughter and 
l'eso lu t ion  of w h ether h e  wi l l a t tend  
the  weddjng. H t h e  comedy i s  less 
c han  the sum of its stars, it's because 
Hoffman is so r lent.les in hj s di play 
of t echniqu e  to wh ich Thom pson 
d ithers channingly. 

ln tbe  end - a11d it i s  in 1-lo f
f
rn an's 

career rat her tha n  the scri pt - Harvey 
makes  you thj nk of Willy Lomau.  
Con t rary to Art hu r  Mi J ler's play. WiUy 
did not commit su i  i de.; h scarp 'red to 
London. And there h is, grinning wryly 
\ hile gazing up  at the s tatuesque Kate 
a if she has taken over from Nelson on 
his pillar in Trafalga1· Square. 

p *** FF 

Dou bt 

W,·iter/dircctor John Patrick Shanley 
adapt hi h i t  s tage play without lnsing 
th compre · cd, clo i s tered  i mpact of 
i t  ·h a ract • r  : school principal  i s ter 
Aloysius (Meryl S c reep). par i  h p ri e L 
Father F1 •1111 (Phi li p eymour Hoffimm) 
and Sister Jame (Amy Adam ) .

Central to the action, set in I 9GO!> 
New ork. is  S i ster A loyi u  's susp icion 
that Fath r Flyn n  may be into 
p3cdopb i J i a  with the s ch ool's only 
African-American studCJlt. Her su spicion 
hardens into certa inty and she confronts 
Flyon w i th unpr <lictable m�ults .  

Shanley dot's load up his characters .  
Where Sister Aloysius is solitary- austere, 
rather Flynn is companionable, bibuJou 
and a cigar smoker. lo a erm on, us ing 
l:l mocl..- J ri sh b rogue, he rc laces a n  
an cdotc a bout go�si p . Th e nuccdote 
wa· ori • i n  a l ly St Phillip Neri's and c he  
topic I s lander. 

S t rc p play · as a bau leax o .harpl�v 
hon ·cl she ould redoce t ak. to matches. 
Hoffman coun ters with urba n i ty a n d  
pol ished fingernails (hint. hint?). Adams 
shades frum naivete to spite co �ympatby 
with Hynn. 

f r  falls co th , a s t u d ent's mothe r, 
play d by Viola Davis, lO twisl  che plot 
further with an unex:pecced revelation. 

1* * *N FFV 

Confess ions of a Shopaholic 

Souff1c. And it r is  again and 
aga in  thanks to dircno r PJ Ho an.. 
the irrepre � s ib le  1 la Fis h e r  a n d  tbe  
bcsr-seller of the a m c  title by Sophie 
Kinse l l a, scripced by Ti m F'irth and 
'fracey Jack.son 

Fisher, ex.-local t le.vision appremic·e. 
plays R becca Bloomw ocl. 'he dr a rt1 s 
of working for a fa hion magaz i a e.\Vhi1e 
waiti ng, h e  f l ie .  her fama tic pla t ic to 
t h e  l imi t i n  the bazaars of Ianhatt an  
despite preventive efforts by h er rich 
llacmat  S u s e  (Krysten R i t ter who  
shoplifts whole sc  acs from Fisher) . 

Rebe cca's d ream i� ful filkd via 
a finance magazin d i ted by L u ke 
Brandon (Hugh Dancy). There, through 
ignorance of her u bj ec t, she achieves 
uccess. Impl a u sible? t rea J ly . TI1ink 

any number of l u cr guru ch unteri ng 
duel ,ssly. 

Fisher  rakes the k.ind of ri sks once 
taken by another redhead. Lucil l  • Ball. 
by acrifici ng her bca1 1 1y for pr tfal\s. 
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Kristen Sc'ott-ThC)m as takes similar risks .  
Ha�· i r i g  p l ayed  a h igh- powered, gl ossy 
magazine editor i n  Th� Hor.re Wlii.rperer 
and a heart-b roken  motlier iu I've Loved 
Youfor .ro Long. �he creates a fa ' hionista 
Alet te  ay lor ·nnst ruc 1ed fro m every 
Frcncl1 cli ·he. 

Add Joan Cusack and John Goodmao 
as Rebecca· d 1 ri fty par n r s  p lus  John 
Lithgow a� m agazine mogu l Edgar 
West, and i t  is clear that producer .leny 
Bruckl1 e imer  re al ises that in th mid st 
of a m arke t  crash ci n em a-goers d o n't 
want  his trade-m ark vehic le pile-up s 
they want romantic comedies. 

1'B A * * * * S FFV 

w. 

D irector O l i\le!" Stone ba�  e s sayed 
two other presidcmi J movies, JFK and 
Nixon. Both hL subject s  were safely 
dead. \\'ith H� his subject George W. 
Busb, i till a l ive and kicking on with 
his memoirs. 

Tims Stone and scriptwriter StanJcy 
Weiser ha\le a major d iffkuJt in endi ng 
the movie. 'fb ey go for Bu sh ,  b e reft ,  
watt'h i n g  TV. bacl. 01 1  1 h e  b eer a11 d  
m u n ching p retzels ( 1. l1 0ugh earl ier h e  
h a s  been estab l i shed as a confirmed m.u 
eater). 

Not tha t  th mov ie  l ack s a u t. .h e n t ic 
power w h e n  post Sep temb er 9/ 1 1  and 
imo his seco n d  ter10, B u sh s uccu m b s  
w repo rts a b o u t  l m q  d ictator Saddam 
H ussein"s pos  ss ioo of weapon s of 
mas · de m1ctioo. More could have been 
made here with 1 he part pla ed l>y The 
New YorA- Times i n  giving weight to the 
repon:s and to Downing treec, e.�-fleet 
Streel spi n  d ctor · :ting up memos. 

Stone thro ugh h i s  s tar  Jos h B ro. Lin, 
catche s  the  w ayward charm o f  the  
Tex an yo u might care to  go d ri n ki ng 
w i th but not to war with .  Others i n  tbe  
ca st a re  e.q ua l ly impr  ss i ve, particularly 
El i.zaberh B a nh as Lau ra.. the l ibrarian 
who t arn • d  B u s h ; £l i e n  B urs tyn as 
h i s  moth e r, B a rb a t·a B o sh. and James 
Crnruwcll as Pr . id n t  George Bush J 
whom W ought to emulate. 

One of the  movie's pleasures is 
watchin , R ichard Dreyfus and Toby 
Jones sle:i l ing seen •s from each other 
as vice-pre sident Di k C heney and 
con su l tant Karl Rove. Jeffrey Wrigh t  
doc.'s not  qu i t e  ca tch Co l i n  Powel l 's  
e s se n ce:  a fo rm er figh t i ng  sold ier out 
manoe u  red by civil i a n s .  Than d ic  
N c-wton's par1 as C ond akt•za R ice is 

und erwri teen, perhap, b e ca u se S to n e
and Wt'i ssner are more for m acho than
subtlety.

S t one's tak o n  Ge orge W B u ;h i s  
in(·vitab ly p rema t u re.  Th e  campa ign�  
he  began were il l -advised SJid il l -ri.med 
and - albeit in a different form, and not 
necessarily in Iraq or Afghanistan - thf'.\ 

ai-e likely to coot.inue. 

Frost/Nixon 

Bdor h i s  deat h  R ichard Nixon had 
gone some way to rehahil i tat iog himself 
fo l l ow ing  h i s  res ignat ion from the US 
presidency. Inadveneutly or deliberatdy, 
t h i s  fil m  a b o u t  th e ce l eb rated Fro s t/ 
N ixon te lev i s i on in tervi ews  take s t h e  
process fm-tlier. 

Frank langclla's virtuoso performance 
gives ixon the di m en ion of a classic 
trJgic hero brough t  dow n. not by 
circumstances. bot l>y a char.u.:i:er flaw. 

Against him. MichaeJ heeo as David 
Fros1., thougl1 wi n ner of t he interviews, 
sti ll bore- the tag con ferre d by h i s  
contemporruy. the comedian Peter Couk: 
·He rose wilhoul trace;

Di rector Ron l fow11rd work ing from 
Peter Morgan'. stage pluy rnakes it clear 
1 h.a t  Fros t  was work i n g  in Au s tralian 
Le lev j s i on when l 1 e  opened his h id for 
the i nterviews. And ic was his own bold. 
peN.unal bid. 

Why d id  ixou do i r? Mon ey -
jus1 under a m i l l i o n  do l lar in a deal 
negotiated by Swi fty Lazar (Toby 
Jones) under the  i w pre ion Frost 
was basically a l ightweight entertai ner. 
H ad he consulted R u pert . f u rdocb, 
Ni xon migh t have s av  •d b i rrue l f  gri ef. 
In a n o tor ious t•a rl icr TV i ntervi e w  in 
Lond on, Fros, cu t M u rd o ch down to 
size. 

Ciran Tori no 

Monume n t a l - that is a monumrm to 
the persona of' Cl i.nt Ea twoo d who has 
trausform ed h im elf from a lighrweiglu 
teJevision actor to a world heavyweight 
of d1e cinema. 

Here he produces and directs himself 
as a kind of superannuated \l ersion of 
his cop-character Harry ('M ake my d a�: ) 
Callahan - bu1 by no means  ready fo r a 
Zimmer lhune. As t>x-auto worke r Walt 
Kowalski, he is sl i l l  l ean and mean with 
a touch of grim nobility Jn dealing with 
his chall •nge. 

Simple: to rid b i s  m n-d own De troit 
s ubn rb of ethnic, youth gangs: Afocan
American ,  Lat ia o-A m el' i<.'au and  
Hrno□g-Amcrican, rhe  latter a tribe who 
allied 1hemselvc� with the United State5 
during d1e Vieuiam War. 

The trigg r for K m  alski's action is 
not altruism b u t  the attempted t heft 
of his prized '72 G ra n  Tori no by Thao 
1 B..-e Van g )  , h  . on of bi Hmong 
neighbo urs :md broth r of S 1 Je ( Ahney 
Her·i b o th .n atu ral act o rs wh o m atch 
Ea,--r-w<Jod's acquired naturalism. 

In h i s  a("t i nn, Kowal s k i  ca l l s  up b i s  
p a ,- t  a5 a u  infan try m an o f  t h e  Korean  
War. a d d in !i§  d ep t h  t o  Eascw o o d's 
pertormam:e. He srrvcd in the US Army 
d uring: tbt:' K rean War bu t  was assip1ed 
s\,·irnmfae 1 '-lfUCtor duties. 

Eastwood" \,·r i re rs, .ic k.  Schen k.  
and Da\ e Johanm-on. provide him with 
a spi ritual c-..: t!C wort hy of Craham 
G reene, chou�h G r  ene·s t ak.e on 
sacrameni:al cont"eEsion might have been 
more mericulon - and. t he refo re. wme 
powerful th an tbe , en.iun provided by 
_ father Jan ovich ( Chriwiphrr Carley ). 

,.\l * * **N FFV 

S l u m dog M i l l i ona i re 

Exhi larat i n g  mu . ical i e t i n  the  
s lums o f  M u m ba i . d f rec tcd  by D a n ny 
Hoyle from Simon Beau ) · ; script and 
Vikas Swaru µ·� nc,ve l  Q .1 ingenim,1 sly 
constructed ro und the 1.ndian version 
of the television sho\\. ll 7l0 Tffmts to be a 
1J/J illionuire? 

This en able Bo\"l e  to i n tercu t tl1e 
harsh childhood u the hero contes L aot 
.Jam a l  (De,· Patf-1 1 ..., " tb ad u l t  gangscer 
scenes an d �ce.ne£ of tortu re by police 
before. movi n g  10 a tr i umpha l  reu n loo  
wi th  h i .,  �.., eeth eart Latika (Freid a 
P into ), in a ro us ing Bo llyw ood dance 
sequence-. 

E.x.h.ilaracin g as no ted. A n d  th o ugh t 
prU\·oking. Wh at w u l d  the  re acr.io o 
ha,•e b een if Dan11y Bo l e , i n  h i .s  
breallbro ugh mov i e  7"rahupotting, 
had gh·e n h i s  Edi n burgh lomdog 
the c9uivaleot of hi · Bollywood dance 
ending, a) au Eiglmo me Reel to the 
mu -i of the ma ed pip and drum of 
rhe Edinburgh Mj l i ta r  'fatoo? 

A nswer :  H e  wou l d  have b e en 
mocked i n  every Scott i s h p u b  fro m
Benbc.cula, South Uist to Hawick in the 
Border Coumry. 
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Seven Pounds 

D i sgu i sed as a ta.x i n spector Ben 
ThoI11 as (Wil l  Sm i th )  targets seven 
strangers woitliy of receiving pieces of 
himself for l ife enhancing: trarniplants. 

Director Cabriel.e Muccino ob scure 
Ben's motivation for LOO Ion . He also 
sets much of h i s  parable in a Cathol ic  
hospital Yi·h ich comp l icates the mo ral 
aspects of Beo· ultimate gift: hi bean. 
To get it to EmjJy (Rosario Daw on 
who m he loves. he  has  ro co m m it 
uicide. 

m i t h  and Da wson bri n g  high 
d efinition to their roles .  Wo o dy 
H arrelson p lays the  blind phone 
sa l esman and pian o-pl ayer chosen to 
receiv Ben's cornea and be united with 
Emily. 

This reviewer is convinced chat me 
more biz arre the su icide m et.h od, Lhe 
more i t  is l ikely to be m i m i cked and  
wi ll 11m give deta i ls  here. Nor sho uld 
Muccino have iu the movie. 

f * * *  FF'V 

Revolutionary Road 

Frank Wheeler, ex- infanu-y man 
turned desk joc.key and his wife April, 
e.x-drawa st0d eo t. think of the msdv s 
as special perhaps be.cause they ad1nire 
e ach other's beau ty - a beau ty evid em 
in the casting and p layin of Kate 
Winslet and Leonardo TJiCaprio. 

Director Sam Mendes and script-. ritcr 
Justin Hayrhe base their rnovie squarely 
on the Richard Yates novel, published in 
1 96 1, critical ly admired but not popular. 
I t  relate how the sense of speci alness 
b ecame mor ibund  in com m u t er 
suburbia until April !<uggests life in the 
city ·where all good Americans go when 
th ey die: Paris. 

Th e  s u ggest ion speU s  a w i l d , 
downwllrd spiral for A pril and 
L w i l dermen t  for Frank. J n  vis ually 
over-em p h as i s ing subu rbia's · ffect on 
them. Sam Mendes em to forget th at 
be and his , i fe Winsl et were both bo m 
i n  Reading. Engla n d  scarcely a hub  of 
metroplitan ophi. tication. 

Tha t  they nmv liv e in a ew York 
loft-apartment SU&!<'HS. to paraph rase 
coun try-boy Will Shakespe are, the  
fault ljes not i o  our  postal  codes bu t  in 
o□.rseh•es.

Richa rd Yates  always ID!; isted tha r
h i s  w ork , a s  not about  su bu rb an 
rest riction. T n deed h i s  l i fe and deat h 

as a di appointed alcohol ic might well 
male a better movie than hi book 

MA I S+ ***N FFV 

The Curious  Case of 
Benjam i n  Button 

Curiu u s  i ndeed. It is based on a 
1 920s sharr story by F Scott Fitzgerald 
i n spired by an  earl ier quip of M ark. 
Tw ain's about  the  advantage of living 
life backwards. 

l n  the  lid role, B rad Pitt amazes
as an u gl ' ,  aged iufam who 1:.,rrows i n to 
a h a n d s ome hero before r re s ing 
to i n fa ncy and deatb, n u rrnred along: 
h i  way by h i s  sweeth eart Daisy (in 
ch i ldhoo d  Elle Fa n n ing. in a d u l tood 
Cate Blanchett). 

Ti lda i n t o o  s tcaJs  the movi e  a s  
the  ri cl1 d ip l omat ' s  w ife with whom 
Benjam i n  has  an affa i re i n  Ru ia. Th e 
period set� are magni ficeot : Benjamin's 
skipper J a.red Harris (son of Richard) 
chews them up like so much popcorn. 

DiTector D a vid Fincher does. 
however, hand icap  Cate B lanch rt. 
She is the story's narrator and i n itially 
b u rdened w ith so much latex make- u p  
she bi-ings co mind  Vivien Leigh' qu ip 
about Laureoce Olivier:  first. you hea:r 
La rry, then you see Larry's male-up, 
then you see Larry� 

M*** FF 

Marley and Me 

lb the Hollywood poo ·h pa ntheon 
t h at a l ready ho uses Rin-Ti o-Ti o  and 
Lassie add Marley. the Labra dor tha1 
fetches most  of the l angh s in t h j s  
rom a n L i c  comedy directed b y  Dav id  
E"rankel. 

Owen W ilso n plays the  j o u rn alist 
Joho Crogan wh o parlayed Marley' s 

antics i nto co l u m n  inches tha t  ra i sed 
him fro m  a Miami local rag to N w 
Yo rk b t - se l l erd o m. Jenn i fe r  An imrn 
is h i  wife Jen ny. Sbe occasion ally get s  
rus�y hu t  not enough to  expel the main 
bread-winner from their family. 

PG*"**SFFV 

Hotel for Dogs 

Ano the r  poocherama featuring 
s o  many dogs i t  i s  djffi u l t  fo i- the 
h u mans to get into frame. D i re ctor 
Tb or Freudenthal does contri ve w 
make room. Res u lt :  a pawsfol comedy 
showing wha t  h appen s when And i  
(Emma Robe rts) a u d  her brother 
Bruce (Jake T Austin) arc denied their 
d og Fri day, and take over a dere l i ct 
hotel in New York:, transforming it i nto 
pooch paradise where Janghter ou tdoes 
barking. 

Bedtime Stories 

Skee t er (Adam S a n d l er )  i s  a 
handyman who d reams of m aoag mem 
in the hotel cha in  of Barry Not t i ngham 
(Richard G riffiths, doing a fruit)', portly 
vers ion of e ntre p rene ur Sir R ich a rd 
Bran on). 

Opposi t ion co mes  in the preerung 
shape of executive Kendal Duncan (Guy 
Pearce), � U [Jport from nu t ty, Coclney 
waiter .Mick - y (Russell Brand). Dire tar 
Adam Shankm a.n  meshes S keeter' 
storie to his niece and nephew (Laura 
Ann Kesl i ng, Jon athan forgan H eit) 
wi th his real- l ife purs u i t  of career an d 
N ott i ngha m's da ugh ter Viol t (Teresa 
Palm er, doing a Pari s H i l ton) wh ile JiU 
(Keri Russell waits to win. 

Sandi I' can be seen as a Jerry Lewis 
lone. B u t  he is al so a b l e  to n l i ven 

seqneoces of surreal comedy that would 
no t  be ou t of place i o  Monty Python\ 
F'ly ing Circu o r  i ts i nspiration .  Tl1 c 
Coon Show. 

Yes Man 

Co m e d ian J i m  Carrey's m ovi es a re 
based on th e p re mise that eno u gh is  
not  as good as a feast. Direct0r Peyton 
Reed doe!. litl.l to d i minish this. Cam:1y 
is Carl, a finance officer persuaded by a 
gu ru. Terrence Bundle (Terence tamp), 
tu say Yes to everythin g, small I ans to 
sk.int customers included. 

Disa ster? On the coutrary, not  only 
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success but Allison (Zooey DcschaneUe) 
a free spirit  who maLches Carl. screw ball 
fot �ere\ ball . 

U nderstand i ng Prayer 

Bride Wars 

Besl friend Liv ate Hudson) and 
Emma A n n  Ha haw·a ) have long 
d reamed of weddog in tll Plaza Hotel 
_ ew Yo rk. Aw ry is tbc word when 
their wedding planner Marion Si .Claire 
( Candice Bergen ) books tbem imo tbc 
Plaza s imu l taneously. 

Friend ship s plits into a n u clear  
eatfi g;h t, L iv, a tongh l awye r, tryi ng 
for precedence over Emma, a d e m u re 
school  teacher who fi n d s  her i une r  
Amazon . 

Y
ET because [these affl ictions] are d ifficult and trouble some,
increa�ing our sense of our own weakness.we pray with al l  

our human will tor them to be taken away from us. But we owe this 
much trust to our Lord God that if he does not take them away we 
should not suppose ou rselves to be neglected by him, but should 
rather hope with devout patience for good things greater than the 
evi ls . For in th is  way v i rtue is made perfect in weak n ess . T h ese 
t h i ngs  are w ritten to stop a ma n t h i nk i ng  h i g h ly of h imsel f if  h is 
pra yer  i s  h e a rd . . .  o n  the  oth e r  h a n d  shou ld  his p rayer  not  be 
heard , h e  m ay become utterly depressed , despairi ng  of the d ivine 
me rcy toward s  h imse lf, thou g h  it  may b e  that what  he is a sk ing 
cou ld  cause m uch more terrible affi\cti ons  if granted ,  or else br ing 
good fortune which might corrupt and ruin  h im . 

D irec tor  Gary \V ino i cL: and 
scriptw r i ter  C rcg D ·P 1 1 1  de l iver 
rhei r d uel l ing s tar  l l'icL:s and japes i.o 
abunda nce whi Je  u pportiug acwn; 
dan c around them. 

- St Augustine of H ippo, Letter ID Proba, Epistle 1 30. Quoted In The Roman Breviary, 
Seoond Reading at Matins for Thursday of the 29tn week of the year. 

Twi light 

Dir  t i on  Ca theri n e  Hardw icL:e. 
Script MeJ j  sa flos nbcr15. B u t th i s  
movie's pore n y d eri.ves from the  c u l t  
b e s t - s el ler b y  t h e  young Mormo n 
h ousewife. S tep h n ie M eyer, wh ich  
i n tro duce s  a b rood of v ampires, t h e 
Cullens. 

Bella (Kri s ten ewart) fall s i n  love 
with t l 1e bandso mest of them, Edward 
(Robert Pattinson).  Yes, i t 's a vampiric 
Romeo and Ju liet in smaU-town. high 
school America, Bu i  the Cul lens ha_ve 
learned to dis ipl i ne their geaeric blood 
last .  

as producer/dire tor/story- tel lei·- be 
achieves the unea y laught<'r tl1at occn.rs 
when patho;; turns to bathos. 

S t a r  are a m ov ie-d a l  m u st .  Here 
Luh rma n n  cast  wel l .  l J is ma in pl ayers 
p erform above  a n d  b cyoml c h t:  cal l 
of d uty. N icol e,  K i rl m an i s  Lady S arah 
Ash ley arr i v ing at Faraway Down s (on  
the Lud icrous Track?) to  protect i t  from 
d astards. 

Her p art is '1i l l s  and Swoo n _  
How m u cb c h i . i d o w n  to English 
scriptwriter Rona ld l laJ, ood and local 
co- write rs tuarL lkat if' and Ri ·hard 
Flan naga n, how m uch to Luh rman n's 
d irect ion how m uch LO K..idman's 
i n t e rpretat ion is moot. The part of 
Drover. played by H ugh J acL:mall. i; also 
Mil ls and Swoon but m uscled up. 

Abori g inal ch i l d  di scovery Brandon 
Walters as ul lah carries the rnovie and 
i t s  stolen-gcn cration . n b-r h  · m e. Wha t  

Lewis li leston� dirl'ctor of  AU Quiel 
o

f 
the Wesrer11 Front and A Wall in the 

Sun, failed lo\1th Nl.11/J'flroo: 171e .Au.rlralian 
Story de p i tc i\fa u r  e n  0"1-f o ra·s Feisty 
perfo rmance. Tbere·s a mes sage in 
a b o u l e  - Lbe  bleach i ng b ottle - for 
Nicole Kidman : phony b londne s s  
supresses the natural eh ullienc� and wit 
of the redhead. 

Th e mos t  cri t ic i sed cl e ment in the 
d ea )  was thC' cl a ft i m ro d u ct ion o f  u 
Japartesr invas ion force ( presu mably to 
enable Japane e touriH� to fol low their 
fict iona l  t rack s ) . Bu r  what abom the 
omiss ion from a mo,- i e, ,,· i th  ooe eye 
011 th Am rican bo. 1:>fficc, of tlu! USN 
warship Peary·? D u ri n g  tli c bombi ng 
of Darwin ,  i t s  ere,, fough t  t h e i r  ami 
aircraft guns e ,  en  a. i t sank. 

Lurhman n·� chosen ending does not 
give Drover a hero i c  Jut., ,303 stand. He 
m us t  ru n to a fi nal e m  b rae wi th Lady 

S om , i nc l u d i n g her  publ i s h e rs,  
may wonder a t  M yer's cu l t  status .  Not 
simpk. Cou ld  it be her clever use of ihe 
han d some you ng vampire as a metaphor 
for t h e  re s traint tha t  the  yo u n g  sl i l l  

a kid. Hors · l  ·s� ,  whipless d ogles� - he Sarah . Srm1erd1ere Over the Rah1how. 

Austra l ia  

halts a s t ampede of c a u l  . How? I l e  
u ses Crocodile Dundee-style h wnbug.

M**N FPV L uhrmantl i s  J e s s  auteur th an
pas1icl1eur. a bower-bird assembl ing bits 
an d piect!s from a varicly of movies to 

Clas · i . 8 1 1 1  a classic of a special woo his aud ience. He does h ave the 
k i nd defi ned in th Hollywood li ne: grace ro give an end-credit to the work 
'They shot the dea l." And wha1 a deaJ of Xavier Uerben a L ie-i n r prim of 
Baz Lo hrmann conj u r  d with Rupert his novel Capricornia al .  o pub l ished to 
M u rdoch's 20th Ceo cu ry fox and coinci<l with the movie release. 
A u st ral i an  Government o rgani satiom. Consolat ion may l ie in th e failure o t  
Sho oting  t h  d eal d oes h ave a Au stral ian movi s by truly acrompl i�hed 
downs ide : the st ory -line gets lost i n  a film- makers . Al fred H itch cocL:·s l nder 
fog of m arketin g hype, Luhrm ann's fate. Capricorn, starr in g lngr id  B ergmann,  
Tryi ng for total Chaplinesquc creativi ty was an abysmal d ud. 

Mis s i on ary clt>r i t,s get a l i L:  su m m ary 
dismi • .a l . 

A rguab ly. w i t h  m o r  h n fi r LO t h e  
local ind u stf}', 1 0  movie. each bud eted 
at 52( mirnon cou ld  h ve been made 
for the re ported 200 nt i l l io n  cost of 
_.Justralia - 1 1nduuhted ly a tu rkey. a 
golden. bush turkey. 

ltal� h.15 the paghurt.i We. tern. Spain 
the Pael l a  Western.  Ja pa n  the Su sh i  
v.-escern. Australia now has t b c  Vegemite 
Western. What price a dirt>ctor·s cut with  
a new ending u sing out-Lakes? 

H * S FFV 
l C )  A usu-aJ -Med i a  Pty Ltd 2009
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DEEPLY saddened by the crisis engulfing Christianity 
in the Middle East, Pope Benedict XVI has asked the 
Catholic charity Aid to the Church in Need (ACN) to 
provide urgent help. 

In many parts of the land Our Lord Jesus Christ knew 
so well, the faithful now live in fear as increasing 
poverty and growing extremism threaten the survival 
of these ancient communities. 

A mass exodus of Christians from the Middle East 
is now taking place. For some it is a question of 
escaping bloody persecution. In the Holy Land for 
example, the proportion of Christians has plummeted 
from 20% to as little as 1.4% in the last 40 years. 

ACN is helping to keep faith and hope alive 
throughout the region by providing urgent aid to 
priests, religious and lay people, offering subsistence 
help to refugees and building and repairing Churches 
and convents. Please help us strengthen and rebuild 
the Church in the land of Christ's birth. 

A beautiful, olive wood crucifix, handcrafted in 
Bethlehem, will be sent to all those who give a 
donation of $20.00 or more to help this campaign. 

Please tick the box below if you. like to receive the 
little olive wood crucifix*. 

---------------------------

"� Donation Form: SOS! - Christianity in the Middle East 
.. .,, Send To: Aid to the Church in Need, PO Box 6245 Blacktown DC NSW 2148 

Phone/Fax No: (02) 9679-1929 E-mail: info@aidtochurcb.org Web: -www.aidtochurch.org 

I/We enclose $ .................. to help keep Christianity al ive 
in the Middle East. 

O Yes please send me the little olive wood crucifix*

Made of olive wood from the 
Ho ly Land, this small cruc ifix is 
powerfully evocat ive of Christ's 
passion and death. The cruc ifixes 
are lovingly handcrafted by 
poverty stricken families in 
Bethlehem and your donation 
helps them survive. Comes in a 
display box with accompanying 
religious image. 
(Size 12cm x 7cm) 

I enclose a cheque/money order payable to Aid to 
the Church in Need OR please debit my Visa or Mastercard 

□□□□ □□□□ □□□□ □□□□ 
Exp. Date___/_ Signature ..... , ......................... . 

PG:519 
BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE 

Mr/Mrs/Ms/Sr/Rev ...••........................•.............• 

Address ..................... ..........•.•••.•.. , .....•.... 

.... ..........•..•.................. Postcode . .. . .......... . 

Ph ', .••••••••. . .••••. Email . . ........ . ... ....•.•••.. .••• :· ••.

Aid to lhc Church in Need •... n Catholic charity dependent on the Holy Sec, prm·idin� pasloral relief to nel•dy and oppressed Churclll's 
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BIBLICAL M USINGS 

Parable with a dif/erence: musing with 'the eyes of.faith ' on Sdence and the Bible 

DNA IN THE B IB LE 

• OST PEOPLE know
• that a parab le is o
, si m p le, c o m p l ex,

, homdy or intriguing
s t o ry h i d i n g a 

• d e e p e r. u s u a ll }' 
spiritual or moral,

are to be found in the 
Sacred Book of Jews and Chri tians -
the Old and i.he _ 1ew Thstaments. 

The m usi ngs that follow arose from 
the hypoth esis that a parable may a lso 
touch on oth er aspects of truth as well -
i.ndud ing tho regarded as 'scientific'. 

Turniu g to scien ce for a m o men t, 
we know now iliat the DNA mo l ecule 
exi sts as a do uble helix {i.e. spiral ] .  Tuo 
stra o d s  are coi l ed aro und ea ch  other 
a ncl h a ve sid e- ch a i n s  which conn ect 
them , bu t a l  o keep them a pa rl. The 
dou bl e molecule can be regarded as a 
twisted ro pe ladd er, th long  sid e- walls 
of which consis t of alternate phosphate 

By Lion 1 Hovey 

and s u gar mo lecu les. The ru ngs of 
the lad d er are cwo n ucl e o t i d e  .base_ 
linked to gether rather w<!akly. Thi 
b ond i broken in the process called 
mit0si and 1wo complementary chains 
ar fo rm ed .  E.ach ol d chain acts as a 
template to form an identical n •w pair 
and rh ese migrate into two new cel l 
n udei and the former complementarity 
is maintain d. 

There are fou r h ase s i n  the wh ole 
anim a l  an d veget able k in gd om, w ith 
minor variati ons in ome fungi. 

The four base arc divid d i n to two 
pai rs, called p u rine an d py rim idine . 
A puri n e  ba e can fit a e ro  s the space 
between th e two trand onl y w i th a 
pyrimid ine base a nd vice versa. Fu rth r, 
Ad en ine  ca n o n l y  lin k w ith Thy m in • 
and G u an ine with Cytos i ne. 

Th u s  t h ere a re only fo u r  possi ble 
linkages, A-T, T�A. C-C, and G-C. 

Th e.  gen e r ic  m ateria l ,  ca l l ed DNA, 

Can Hel l  be 
[a lmost] Em pty? 

I 
do  not  say that I could state i n  the form of an apod ictic
j u dgment coming out of my own self-understand ing or out 

of a certa i n  concept of God that 'hel l '  may be empty. One can 
hope , however, that rad ica l ly  fo rg iving love ca n u ltimate l y  
bring i t  about that a l l  human be i ngs say a final 'yes' to God so  
that actually no person must be  damned in  the face o f  div ine 
judgment .  So I may hope . But  I canno t  make a theoret ical  
sta tement a bout it , s i nce i n  this ea rth ly sphere defin ite 
knowledge on this matter e l udes the created mind . Yet, if I 
hope for God 's grace and forg i veness for myself, I also have 
the right  a nd the duty to hope for the same for every human 
being. So,  as  a Christian ,  I don't have to take the position that 
it is certain that many human beings are damned , and that I 
have the right  to hope for someth ing better, namely, salvation . 
and not only for myself. 

- Ka rl Rahner, Faith in a Wintry Season, Con\'813alions and Interviews with Kart Rahn«
In the Last Days of his Life, Crossroad. New York, 1 991 p.1 1 4

is arran ged i n to long chain called 
ch romosome . Th ese an be seen 
with a m i croscope and take up som 
chemica l ta ins. wh icb a r  co lo u red, 
giving ris to th e word l'.h r omosome or 
'colourtd body '. 

A geoe is regard ed a s  a grou p of 
l 0-30 bases on a strand of th<.iusands;
th us there a re many genes per
chromoso me. A change i n  a singl e
b ase is ca lled a m u tati o n .  1t m ay b e
immediaLely fatal to tha t cell.o r ca u se
i t  to b e com e CU JJ rou s  o r  it may
confer so me b enefit. It i s  tho u Th t
that a m uta tion i n  a bacte ri um m ight
a l l o w  t h e  bacte ri u m  t o  w i ch ta a d  a n
an ti bioti · and thi s ability i s  transferred
to its m u lr i ple offspring. Ra<l iacion an d  
some chemil;al s a re th e u s u al agent.  
which cause m utation . 

Th e D A m o l ecu l e is a three 
d i mensio nal ine-wave. Th ,  i ntemodal 
distance in D NA is 34 An gstrom Unit 
[A. U. ) where I Aog tro m  U ui l  = 
1 o ·•em. 

Th •r a re exac tly 1 0  pairs of bases  
per in tern odal J i  tan . Thus each base 
pair i s  separa ted by a d i st a nce of 3 .4  
A.U. 

Th e wid th of a "ru ng of the ladcfo r," 
cou uting tJ1c wi d th o f  the side wal J  of 
the l adder i abom 1 1 . 2  A. U .  

L f  we div ide t h e  e th ree leng ths by 
1 . 1 2  A. U. w e  obt a i n  the number s  30, 
3 and 1 0. Why d o  we  d ivide by I . I  2? 
B e cause that i s  the J istan � be tw een 
t he tw o procon of the Hydrogen 
mol ' cn le. They a re co nnected by 
a covalen t bond .  Hyd r ogen  is the 
m o  c com m on o b stance in the 
universe and i · thus su i table to b used 
s a unit. 

Tu rn ing to <he Sacred Sc1· ip tur s, 
is there a tary in tJ1 B i ble w ith the 
numb r 30, 3 and 1 0  [or 5 if we are 
to consider a single strand]? The story • 
mu t a ls o  have omething to do with 
four linkages. 
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TI1cre is no such s t ory. 
If we mul tiply by 1 0, howeve1·. we 

get 300, 30 and 50. And chen W<! fi o d  
t h a t  Noah w a s  a kc d to b u i l d  w Ark. 
300 x 30 x 50 ·u b i ts . Noah went on 
board with his w ife and his t hree ons 
and their w.ives: a total of four linkages. 

Bue  haog on a m i nu te: is it fair  to 
multiply by 1 O? A cubit is the  distance 
froro an e lbow 1 0  l h  fi nger tip. It  is 
1 .728 f eet or les s t h an 53 ems. These 
di mens ions wo uld hard ly allow a pair 
of elephao t s  on board . Could that be 
why the Bible storyteller has multiplied 
th e d ist ances by 1 0? 

Th ere a re o ther  flood stories in 
an cien t  l i tera t u re. No n e  of th em 
comai o s  these d imens ion s  and none  
has exactly four  couples on board. 

DNA is the st ruct u re that canies 
all  life. In the Bibl e. the Ark is the 
structure that carnes al l  life. 

Cons ider t h i  diagram of the 
four ba es as if the  l ad der could be 
tr tched out.  It wou ld  also do nicely 

as a cross-sect ion  of the  Ark a s  we 
are t0ld th at i t  had a lower, middle and 
upper stories and of course a roof. 

ln the d i stan t  fu ture a biology class 
m ay b ,  gi ven a s trn cture l ike that  in 
the d i a gra m and a sked to b u i l d  a 
large, strand . If Ade n ine is put  on 
the l eft only Thy m i ne will  fi t on th e 
ri ght and if Cytos ine  i s  o n  the  ri ght ,  
on ly Cua  n ine will  fi t on the l e ft .  In
other word s, •the an ima ls' come on
two-by-two.

The D A in th nucleus sends out 
sma l l  strands of R A i.n to the rest of 
the cell. A rrucr n re cal led a ribosome 
assembl  s pror in according to the 
order of bases on the RNA. Thi order 
of hases  i s  d eri ved from the o rder 
on the  D NA. When its job  i s  d one, 
the  RNA b reaks u p  into its parts and 
i s  used again. It disappears.  Other 
che m i cal struc t u res come in to th e 
nu c l eu s t o  give i n formation t0 th e 
DNA. 

Thu s  R NA is symbol ised by th e 
raven whi b does not come back and 
the dov that comes back with the olive 
hra11ch symbolise the other eh mical 
coming to the nucleus with a message. 

I see the story of oah and his Ark 
is a parable; one that  no ordinary man 
could have composed 3000 years ago. 

The father of C necics was Gregor 
Mendel a Catholic pri e st -scientist and 
m o nk who d ied as recent ly as 1 8 8 4. 

rnr cnuncn 1s 

TIIC D [l\UTir UL Lnnrs TJ\TID 

T
H E  WOR D w i l l  not suffe r  bei ng  kept u n d e r
a b u she l : i t  needs t o  be s e t  on  that g reat  a n d  

beauti fu l  l a mpstand tha t  i s  the C h u rc h .  F o r  i f  the 
word i s  restricted by the letter of the law, l i ke a l ig ht 
h idden  under a bushel ,  it deprives al l  men of eternal 
l i g h t .  I t  offers no s p i r i t u a l  v i s i o n  to m e n  st r i v i n g
to  free them se l ves  from t h e  se n s e s . F o r  th ey
recogn ize that  these are m is lead i ng , capab le  on ly
of erro r and able to grasp o n ly what  i s  of  the i r  own
nature ,  that i s  to say subject to decay. But once the
word is placed on the lampstand, that is the Church ,
where God receives true worship in spirit, then it wi l l
g ive light to all men.

I f  th e letter i s  not understood a ccord i n g  to the 
sp i rit , then it ca n on ly be grasped w i th  the senses ,  
wh i ch  means  t ha t  what i t  has  to say i s  restric ted 
and the force of what is written is not a l l owed to sink  
into the m ind .  

T h e refore , let u s  not p u t  t h e  lamp (that  i s  the  
en l i g hten i n g  word of know ledg e )  wh ich  we h ave 
l i g h ted by s p i r i t ua l  conte m p la t ion  a n d  act io n ,
u n d er a bushel . Let us  not b e  gu i l ty o f  restrict i ng
the incomprehensible force of  wisdom by the letter.
Let us put it on the lampstand (by that  I mean the
Church) ,  where on the heights of true contemplation
it may hold out the l ight of d iv ine teach ing  to a l l  
men.

- Discourses of St Maximus the Confessor, (580-662 ADJ
addressed to Thelass ius , Quaestio 63 .  

Doubl he J ix  was el u ci d a ted only in 
1 958. 

lf these musing of a cientific mind 
have validity they poin t  to the Bible's 
being tru ly i nspired by a uperior 
ImelJ igence, lfaditionaUy kllowo as the 
Holy SpiriL 

In the l ight of th ah v the li t erally 
min ded n o  longe r has  to accept that  
every animal lhcn in cxi s c  n ee was on 
b o a rd the r relati vely·] t iny ve s sel and 
was dispersed w th various continents;  
that  N oah to ld th e kangaroo to stuff 

koalas  an d  wom b a ts in to her  po uch 
and hop off to Au stralia. 

The paral lel s  between D A and 
the intrigu ing tary of oah and b i s  
Ark reflect the inspirat ion of  the  Holy 
Spirit, and help u appreciate not only 
the wisdom and crea t i ve geru u s  of 
God, but also cl1e fact that our Creator, 
who also created our geues, has  a sense 
of humour. 

Lionel Hovey is a retired medical doctor who has 
long t ake" an i 1 11.Cre , in the n l l e15cd dichotomy 
between faid1 aud Scienr�. 
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