















































Supremacy of St. Peter’s See

ST PETER THE ROCK

y OW the early faith of the Armenian
| Church as to  the supremacy of 5.

Peter’s Sec is given by its Patriarch in a
,fa' remarkabie leter, professing to give the
4 tradition received from S. Gregory the
M llluminator, which thus carries ns up
¥ the beginning of the fourth century.

The letter itself, giving the traditional belief of the
Patriarchate of Armenia. was written AD 428. 5. Isaac.
the author of the letter, a man of the very highest
account in the Armenian Church and nation. was
Patriarch from AD 390 1o 440, the lauer heing the year
int which 8. Leo ascended the throne of 5t. Peter.

In 426, this saindy man, who went through so much
for his faith. wrote thus in a document which is of the
very highest value, written in Greek, which may be
thus translated:

“The precept of GOD commends to us, not a
Church built of stones and wood, but the
human race built on a rock by faith in the truth.
Wherefore the true faith is the Church which
gathers us together and builds in the unity of the
knowledge of the Son of GOD: for He Himself the
Life-giver, teaches us, saying to St. Peter: “Thou
art Peter, and on this Rock T will build My Church,
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against thee”
Now when we hear Peter called a rock. what arc
we to understand o be said? That it is like a stone
amonpst stones? Far from it; but it is a man nsing
reason, the head of the Apostolic band: and since
he with immovable faith confessed Christ, the Son
of the living GOD. he obtained the blessing, and
was called Rock’
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— Luke Rivington. Authority. or { Plain Reson for Joting the
Church of Romne. Lundon, 1890
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Zoroastrians would be really shocked
to think that one of them beeame 2
Cathalic. It made me shake to think
abour it. But | asked the Lord o take
care of this problery,

So what happencd was strange, One
day | joined a procession in the city -
for Our Lady I think - and an American
Catholic struck up a conversation with
me. Well 1 tald him my story and -
you can imagine — it is nat every day
someone hears about a Zoroastrian
converting o Catholicism. He was
stunned and asked me it he caold write
about me somewhere. T agreed and he
wrote up a short account of our meeting
on the internet. Then - and 1 don'c
know how this happened — my brother
came to read about it on the nec. Can
vou imagine — of all the hillions of links
on the tet he somchow finds (hat one.

He rang me shocked and said “What
have you done? and by that swage |
realised that T did not have to tell him
1 had comverted - Cod had wken that
hard part away from me - I jost had
to tell lim how happy I was and what
it meant to me, In the eud hie calmed
down. And that is when [ thought
perhaps in the future he might convert
also. 1 am working en it.

How has conversion to
Cathaolicism changed
your life?

My life has changed 180 degrees. 1
feel 1 am now with the living Cod and
I waik with Him. I talk with Him. I
think He is rectifving me. straighiening
e sut- potting me on the right wrack.
Regular conlession keeps me on track
and rthe sacraments. especially che
Eucharist. I asked CGod to let me serve
my purgatory on earth and 1 pray a
[ot lor the Holy Souls. T did a short
course on the Eucharist and 1 loved
it. I love the Eucharist and getting 1o
kuow about it - evervthing about che
Eucharist renews me more and wore,
1 read the Bible every vight and | am
going o read about Saint Augusiine
because I have heard that his writings
are very good. 1 have been told sbout
uther books 1o read too. It bas been
a loong road and [ am sall on this
wonderful journcy with the Living Cod.

Wateds Skowrem-ha is a regiztered psye hoduggsr who
works as a connsellor in inuer vity schonds in Svdoey,
She has done valuntany weork Tor ihe Cacaulie pro life
srgani=ation Howan Lite Lnstnatimal
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Victoria bas just legalised aborion,
Sccuon cight of the Abortion Law
Retorm  Act requires doctors and
nurses who conscientiously object to
abonion 10 nonetheless perform such a
procedure i an emergency. An issue of
conseience, surely. A gronp of doctors
andl irurses sought the protection of the
Victorian Charter ot Rights. They were
turned away.

] am. incidentalls, a supporter
of aburtion rights. Buc chis episode
coufirms the criticism you hear that
those seeking a Charter only wani
respect for the vights they are happy
with.

What is put on a list of rights and
whar gers left off is the tirse problem
with the Charter congepr. A right ta
privacy could stifle media freedom.
a right to property envirunmental
proteetion and & right 1o free
association wipe out trade unionism,
The rights sound eloquent. What they
mean will be deflined by judges. And
progressives need Lo think about what
“rights™ might be stuck in a Charter by
futre conservative goveriments.

In N5W - without a Charter -
conscientious obfection is routinely
respected. That is. objecting doctors
and nurses cannot be foreed o
pertorio ahartions - yet ancther
example of how rights can end up
heing  better  protected  without
codification. [ debated the Charter
with Professor Ceorge Williams at
Unicns NSW last week. As the anthor
of the Victorian Charter he said bhe
would undertake to redraft ir. And
it has ouly been in operation four
months!

This  shows  again  (he  sheer
messiness nf designing a stawutory
Charter. Perhaps the route to u
consticutional Bill of Rights would
be simpler. But a Bill of Rights is an
amendment 1o the Constitution and can
only be adopred by a refereodum. In
1988 it gt a vore of abow 30 percent
and was defeared in every State and
Terrirory. Indeed we are havinp this
debare precisely because advocates of
a Bill of Rights know thut if Austratians
are consulred in a referenduin dhe thing
is dooined.

Bring it on.

This is the first o two amicle on the Chartee Bill
of Rights by Bon Cautt a tormer Labor Premier of
Neaw Sonish Wales,
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Pope’s order not to remarry that caused
his excommunication and England’s
historie rift wich Rome — che profound
consequences of which remain with us
unfortunately to this day.

The oflicial royal portraitist at King
Henry's court was effectively the first
such in Britisb history. Indeed, it is
through the excellence, perception and
courage of Hans Holbein the Ynunger's
portraits of Henry YITI and his countiers
that we have wonderfully peneiratiog
images o par o their respective names.

Bur here is a stranpe [act.

By common consenc among art
historians and critics, Hans Holbein

the Younger was nort just effectively
the first royal porrraitist in Britain
bur also the best that has ever existed
notwithstanding claims thar counld be
advanced for 8ir Anthony Vandyck who
was court painter a century later to the
ill-fated Charles 1.

There have been some distinguished
and fairly undisiinguished portraits
painted of the British roval family
over the intervening vears. Indecd
one of the last such [ saw was painted

on television with much ado by Relt

Harris. Rolt is a decent and engaging
man bue bis porerait of Queen Elizabeth
L[ was forgettable w say the least.
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Here, 1 propose o you, is a perfect
example of ‘reverse evolution” in
practice where we bepin with the hest
and end with the warst

One ol the reasons [ can maintain
this very confidently is that royal
portraiture is an art form where merit
can be measured and explained
relatively easily. That said. a very strong
critical causensus exists also about the
precise order of merit of European
artists prior to about 1900. I critical
objectivity were as impossible as post-
modernists like 1o claim the only
cxplanation for «uch a consensus must
be cither coinddence or eonspiracy.

Naturally it is nothiog of the kind
bui is based instead on scholarship and
intelligihle reasoning.

Off-hand 1 cavnor think of any
posi-modernisi theory, be it social.
intellectual. political or educational
with which 1 amn in any apreement at all
and T have a suspicion that il Edmund
Campion were alive today he might feel
very similarly.

Like communisin. post-modernism is
entirely a man - and. of course, woman
- made ideology which has no basis
whatsoever in any traditional human
system of belief.

Political correctness. muliculeuralism,
post-colonialism.  feminism. ygender
structuralisin.  determinism,
neo-Marxism  and
relativism are. in fact, systems of
interlocking blindfolds which prevem -
rather than encourage us - from seeing
life ar afl clearly.

Let ny take the little marrer of orurh,

Some years ago when [ was siill
allowed to write art criticism in
the mainsiream Australian press. a
young woman approached me at an
exhibition in Sydney and asked me, as
an experienced conmentator, to explaio
snmething of che nature of the show we
were looking at to her

Az usual in such situations 1 did iy
best.

However [ have no way of knowing
what shie really thougbt abour my views
since she finished the conversation
by saying "ol course, that is only
your wuth™ by which 1 conclnded
iinmediately that she was engaged
currently oo an arts course at au
Australian university.

My late father spent the latter years
of his life revising dictionarics. In fact

theory.
deconstrovtion,



he contributed twenty-six thousand
new entries to the 1970 supplement
te the Complete Oxford English
Dictinnary.

[ imagine he would have been
horrified to learn thac “truth’ is used
today, in academic circles, as a direct
synonym for “opinion’ when the two
concepts have northing in common at
all. The idea of co-existing, "muliiple’
truths strikes me often as quite funny
and leads me to imagine, with pleasure,
ronversations that might take place in
hnoseholds where baoth
post-wodernist academics.

Summoning the elder two of their
three children they address them thus:
“Andrew and Kirstie we want o know
which of vou broke vour littde brother’s
space-gai. We want yvoun to tell the
truths”,

5t. Edmund Campicn died a horrible
death detending what he conceived 10
be a singular trath and | doub: whether
even the greatest saint would have put
his or her life on the line defending
something which was mere opinion or

P;.II'L‘I][S are

hearsay,

1 de not know why so many people
today have sach 2 problem with the
idea of trnth in the singular especially
sinee the latter already underpins
our nowons of criminal justice and
investigative journalism.

Gasting abowt for a simple way of
explaining the idea of singular truth
and of disttnguishing this from even
expert opinion, | turn sometimes to the
example of archacology. Clearly a hosi
of opinions can exist about the previse
whereabours of some historic site but
if the site itsell is discovered eventually
through the preseuce of inconteswable
evidence then it clearly doeso't mauter
a fig what all the so-valled experes
thought previously. lnteresting as their
opiniens may have been they had no
bearing at all on the factual cruch,

Archaeology
another vital aspect of singular truth: a
factual rruth exists about the location
of an important site even if this trath
remains onknown to anvone at all for
centuries to come ~ or epen forever.

Perhaps the moral of this is that
opinion is mobile while truth iself
is static. In shore whatever truths we
manage (o perceive are facets of the
same monolith.

With views steh as mine T (hink

alse  duemonstrates

vou will understand why my name is
rarely encouotered on Australian arts
programmes nor at fashivnable festivals
of contemporary art or writing.

Huowever, occasionally slip-ups do
occur. Indeed I [irst came to Australia
to deliver the Jack Manton Memorial
lecture in 1994 at the Art Gallery of
New South Wales.

The title of my alk was The Weaning
af Moderr and it bhas often crossed
my mind since then thar the central
point | made was largely lost on a
predominantly an-world audience.

Tonighe T will 1ry it again on you
since it has direct relevance to puints
[ want to make later on about the vital
nature of religious continuity.

It you lock in any simple dictionary
you will find chat two wmeanings are
given [or the adjective ‘nodemn’

One of these refers simply 1o
time while the other relates just as
vlearly to siyle and atditude. Usually
the definitions given are of the present
or recent times and  new-fashioned
not antiguated ~ or something very
simnilar.

Now let us usttach rthe adjective
‘modern’ 1o another word or words, so
piving it a context,

What does ‘modern’ mean wheo we
ariach it to the noun art as in modern art
0T as iN psenm of modern art?

In short, is ‘modern art” simply any
art of. say, the past one hundred years
ar is iv distinguished largely from all
other contemporaneous art by its sayle
wnd aiiicude,

[ hope. by now. you can see the
implications of what 1 am saying,

While 1 contend thar we should
colleet the best art of the modern
period irrespeetive of its style or attitude
and of whether or oot it belongs to a
conunuous or to a radical tradidon thiv s
not what has happened in fict,
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What we have really done in
the Western world. at least. is show
overwhelming hias towards the radical.
wendy and supposedly progressive. Arl.
i short, which destroys as many links
as possible with the past, Generally
this is collected on our behail al
the expense of art which is part of a
continuous. unbroken line siretching
back at least to the renaissance and
which includes most of the greates:
pictorial talents who have ever lived.

Who authorised this particular bias
which is demonstrated i many scores
of muscams of modem art worldwide?

The answer is nobody. It has merely
been assumed that artistie radicalism
should become our elfective index
of quality, This ceincides with our
infantile and ignorant notion ol what
COnSiITes Progress,

If we speak. even lor a mument
of the olten overlooked value of
continuity in other fields it may also
seem obvious that without the essential
continuity  Cathuolic
Cliristianity would no longer exist in
any reengnisable form — ur conceivably

tradition  of

ar a]l.

5t. Edmund Campion does oot
seem to me an historie figure whose
tife was so distant as to be virwally
incoprehensible o most of vs today.

For a stare. he was born into 2
buokish family in London aud was
educated at @ schoo! 1 inight casily
have attended myself. 1 have a taint
recollection that the scholarship [ woo
to my own English Anglican boarding
schoal would alsa have entitled me to
attend Christ's Hospiral.

We should net forget here thad
Campion was originally an Anglican
deacon. As T have said earlier, his
subsequent  conversion to  Rome
brought with it profound risks.

When he rewrued to England as
an ordained Cacholic priest after his
training at Douay the rvisks he incurred
were roughly the same as those of
a British agent being parachured
into ovcupied France during che
Second World War 10 assist French
resistance [ighters - where torwure
and death would also be an inevitable
consequence of capture. Campion’s
role was to wry to bolster the taith of
his fellow countryinen in a religion
which had been officially perscented in
England since before he was hora.
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Looking back in time not s0 many
vears before rhat, Campion could
have rellected on the former realit.
for English-speaking peoples ar least.
ol being an integral part of a stll
predominantly Catholic Europe,

In the years when 1 waught briefly
in an English art school T used 10 test
the attention of scudents by asking
questions such as “Why is there so
lictle beantiful Catholic ecclesiastical
architecture in Bricaiu?” suspecting
tightly that their minds would fix on
examples such as Liverpool’s modern
Cathelic cathedral - koown locally
as Paddy’s wigwam -~ or on a rash
of lugubricus brick churches or on
instances of 1970s architectural fashion
at iTs worst.

The point [ was making of course is
that prior 1o Henry VI rift with Rome
all the great cathedrals and churches
of England were Catholic as were all
the wonderful Gothic cathedrals and
churches of Western Furupe. From
the 12th century onwards over six
hundred magnificent Gothic cathedrals
and churches were built 10 designs
and standards of building we can only
marvel at teday.

To stand in the shadow of
Canterbury cathedral or of Charures,
of Lincoln or of VYezelay is 1o marvel
at human faith and ingenuity at a time
when everything siill had to be carved
and built by hand.

Sianding beside the great cachedrals
of Britain and continental Europe

we can only meuarn the subsequent
loss of the depth of faith which vnce
underwrote thelr construction.

In my wanderings through Europe
I feel
Gothic and Romanesque churches and
cathedrals. which once uplifted human
spirits and pointed them towards God.
are simply relics now of a lost, heaudiful
and complex civilisation which many
imagine we have thankfully left behind
us as we stride purposefuily into a
largely technological and anti-spiritnal
future.

What has happened to Western
society has  caunsed such
widespread ignorance and cotaplacency?

The American Roger Kimball is one
of a number of cultural commentators
with whom I have corresponded over
the years,

Here is his answer: “In a democratic
sucicty like ours. where free electinns
arc guaranteed, political revolution is
almost unthinkable in practical rerms.
utopian efforts to
cransform society have been channelled
into cultural and moral life. [n America,
seattered if much-publicised episodes
of violence have wrought far less
damage than the moral and inellectual
assauls thar do not destroy buildings
but corrupt sensibilities and blight
zouls. The success of America’s recent
cultural revolution can be measured
not in toppled governments but in
shattered values. If we often forget what
greatr ehanges this revelution brought

sometimes that its soaring

which

Consequently.
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in its wake, that. too. is a sign of its
suceess: having changed ourselves, we
no longer perceive the extent of our
translormation”. This quote is from
Roger Kinball's 7he Long March.

With the collapse of commuuism i
1989 there is no doube in my mind that
what i~ knewn now as posr-modernism
has supplanted communism proper as
Christianity s most relentless current foe.
This i~ not ~urprising since so much of
pust-modernist ideology is drawn from
Marxist (eaching.

Perhaps e most damaging aspect of
the fawer has bren the politicisation of
public educarion ar wrtiary. secondary
and even priman levels,

In Australia. generacions of children
have been ahducted eftectively from the
influence of their parents who generally
have little or nu say i what - or how -
their ehildren will be @upght in public
education roday,

Even with a thoroughly
old-tazhioned Fnglish educadon such as
mine it was stll necessary to grope one’s
way painfully towards any kind of adult
illumination or understanding. The
greatese advantage my kind of education
offered was that it was not politicised
and that subjects were sdll taughe as
discrete entities rather than combined
into the kind of amorphous coagulations
we are familiar with today.

Clearly it is hard to see how subjects
such as Latin, Greek or French can
be easily politicised - which may be
why they are so out ol favour roday
in tertiary education in Anstralia. |
recall an article in The Auseralian by
a tormer editor of the The Australian
Lirerary Review which argued (tha the
teaching of classical languages should
be abandoned a- cutmoded and
irrelevant in favonr of rcaching localised
Aboriginal dialects,

As 1 pointed out ar the time until
Vatican IL at least. Tarin was stull the
liturgical lanpuage ot a billion Catholics
worldwide — so perhaps it was not quite
so passé and irrelevant as the author of
the picce seemed 10 imagine.

Another advantage of classical
languages i» that they provide one of
the major hevs o the origms of words as
well as a reliable guide to grammatical
construction.

By contrast. the study of English or
History can be all wae easily politicised
roday with the result, in the first



case, that the overwhelming beauty
and spirituality of language can be
overlooked and forgotren as everything
is reduced (o the s1atus of text.
Fortunarely for us. human beings have
one other inherent vircue as well as the
existence of a conscience. Perhaps (he
best way 1o describe this is to call it an
instinet [or plzusibility ov for the rach,
This is an instinct that can be developed
profitably through a von-politicised
education the  stodent s
encouraged to develop an ability 10
reason and a strong, independent mind,
In later lite such an instinet is also the
principal catalyst In our voyages ol self-
discovery. It is the old-fashioned sieam
train. in fact. which pulls all the rest of

where

our intellectual baggapge down thir track.

If yuu keep asking “why? often
enough You Can sel vour own steam-
Lrain in mouow.

Unfuriunately as you progress in
self-knowledge vou will probably
also find yourselves in conflice with
many of the educational, political and
intellectual orthndoxies of vur time.
When 1 came o Australia 1o work in
1945, Michel Foucaule and Javques
Derrida were the secular saints of the
Australian academic world and T doubt
whether too many students have been
encouraged even roday w read Roger
Kinball's Experiments against Reality

or Roger Scruton’s An Jneelligen:

FPerson’s Guide to Madern Cultire whicl
effectively blow the reputations of both
Fouvault and Derrida out of the water,
Bath Kimball and Scrutan are Cachelic
writers and neither is read nearly as
widely as he should be.

When the late Jaeques Derrida spoke
at Svdney Town [{all some years ago
almost all of the available seats seemed
to have been block-booked by the statl
ol Sydney University. 1 was giving a ralk
at the university thar day buz could not
get a ticket.

At hiome we were employing an
extremely erudite house painter ar the
time #nd [ asked him, out of interest,
how much Derrida he had read,

ITis answer was aboul one hundred
and twenty pages.

Naturally | congratulated him on
this fizat but he was quick to dismiss my
praise,

What he said was that he had read
the samne four pages thirty rimes trying
to exeract any intelligible meaoing.
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I do nut believe that the prea:
truths of life need 10 be couched in
unintelligible language. 1 cercainly
dir not elaim my writings about ar
necessarily conrain any greac wruths but
I dev claim that in over a million words
of published writing on the subject
vou will not find a single unintelligible
sentence - unless this was the work of
newspaper sub-editors. of course.

I believe the lives of the saints of our
church such as 8t. Edinond Campiun
Lore witness 1o vical 1ruths revealed o
them by Cod during their lives here on
carih.

My own conception of an afterlife
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is of humanity’s colleciive exposure to
absolute truth.

IE 1 am correct in this hypothesis.
surely it behoves os (o take a bit more
interest in the sobject of truth while we
are all sull here.

At the very least we should all
learn argendy w differentiate properly
between vruth and apinion.

CILES ALTY was born an the UK and trained
privarely as a paimer. He worked profossionally s
an artist for 20 years. Publicavion of lis e ofrt of
Self Peception swung hix carcer towards eriticisny.
He was art vrtie (ur The Speereror from 198+
1995 when he became natonal correspondent
lor Fhe Adustralian. He now devores himself o lis
opiginal love - painting.



























Cultivating Barren Souls

THE CROSS, THE
PLOUGHSHARE OF

[}

oY '-}'»,‘-_-,r
‘\_‘: Y

".2"‘ CHRIST

HEN A HOUSE has no master
living in i, i1 hecomes dark, vile and
vontemptible, choked with filth and
disgusting refuse. So roo is a soul
whiclh has lost its master, who once
rejoiced there with his angels. This
§ soul is darkened with sin, its desires
are degraded, and it kuows nothing but shame.

Woe (o the path that is not walked on. or aleng which the
voices of men are not heard. for then it becomes the haunt
of wild animals. Woe to the soul i the Lord doves now walk
within it to banish with his voice the spiritual beasts of
sit. Woe to the house where no master dwells, to the 1eld
where no farmer works. to the pilotless ship, storm-tossed
and sinking, Woe to the sonl withour Christ as s teue
pilot: drifting in the dackness. buffeted by the waves of
passinn, storm-tossed at the merey of evil spirits, its end is
descruction. Woe to the soul that does not have Christ to
eultivate it with care to preduce the good fruit of the Holy
Spirit. Left o igsell it is choked with thorns and thislles;
instead of froit it prodoces only what is lit for burning.
Woe to the soul that does not have Chrisr dwelling in it
deserted and foul with the filth of the passions. it becomes
a haven {or all the vices. When a farmer prepares 1o till
the soil be must put on clothing and use tools that are
suitable. So Christ our heavenly king. came to till the soil
of mankind devasttted by sin. He assumed a body and.
using the cross as his ploughshare, cultivated the barren
soul of man, e removed the thorns and thistles which
are the evil spirits and pulled up the weeds of sin. Into
the lire be cast the straw ot wickedness, And when he had
plooghed the soul with the wood of the cross, be planted
i it a most lovely garden of the Spirit. that could produce
for its Lord and God the sweetest and most pleasant fruit
of every kind.
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- Homily 28 of the homities anriboted v ScMacanus oF Egype (300390 ADj
also called Macarios the Greaw From The Romun Brecmry, The Second Reading
tor Matin~ for Wednesday in the 34h Weck of the Year
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lier lather, a vietim in the shooting. For
Charlie Archenault (Furest Whitaker), a
survivor, ronically sick to death, it's the
need to provide tor hiis [2mily.

Dr Bruce Laraby (Guy Pearce) has a
more shifting, sinister need and for Carla
Davenport (Kate Beckinsale), waitress
in the diner and single, it's the need tw
remake her lile. How? And with whom?

In the ensemble cast, former child
actor Jackie Earle Haley. face like a lethal
weapon. is magnetic as the father trving
to build a frivndship with his son. Jimmy
(Josh Huicherson) another survivor.

In what is his Hollywooed debur
movie Woods enhances the repuration
he made with The Bays and Little Fish.
Mep Reticker handles the movie's flash-
back edit widh superlative definess
althoupgh ar times it moves more slowly
than a hearse with four flac ryres.

Intrigningly. and against convention.
the minie finds more hope in the young
Anne Hapen's belief in God than in the
activities of a hospital counsellor armed
with a uotebook and a set of modish
queries,

MA* A NFFV

Fanboys

Cult mavies by definition take time
o attain their status. Director Kyle
Newman, with writers Ernest Cline.
Adam Goldberg and Dan Palirk, has
contrived to shorten the time aud put
together an instant cult movie.

Easy. In the manner of & pseudo-
religion syneretist, he has included in
his work two existing cults: Trekies,
devotees ol Srar Tred and call then
Staries. devorees ol Sar Hars.

Newman's transforming stroke is
to have his Staries decide to traverse
America i a van. invade the 8ky Walker
ranch of Cevurpe Lucas and get a sneak
preview of Star Hare Episede I The
Phantom Menace.

M* *NFFY

| Really Hate My Job

Early in his comedy, black as a
pudding. sharp as a pickled onion,
director Oliver Parker gives us a
rodent’s view of 2 London
restaurant sctting up expectations uf a

eye

catastrophe or more exactly - cereible
pun - ratastrophe,

Other items are on the menu. And
Parker with Avstralian writer Jennifer
Hipggie have a quincet to perfect

them: Neve Campbell (Abi). Shirley
Henderson (Alice) Alexandra Maria
Lara (Madonna). Anona Maxwell Martn
(Suzie) and Oana Pellea {Rita).

As Alice. a frantic chel who wants
to be a writer, Henderson tops the
bill of fare. Neve Campbell’s Abi. an
expatriate American no longer content
to stand and wait. scrves up a piece of
what might be called naked, passive
aggression.

Danny Huston {as himselfy makes a
tate encry and walks off nonchatantly
witl (he movie under his rop har

M dek NV

ice Age 3: Dawn of the
Dinosaurs

Global warming seems to bave
alfected director Carlos Saldanha’s
sequel: he ereates a eartwon world
where (he hairy mammoth Manny
tvoiced by Ray Bomano) and his mate
Ellie {Queen Latifah) have to venture
from ice nto a piping hot environmen..

This while Ellie is pregnant and they
have o assist their friend Sid the Sloth
who has adopted three haby dinosatirs
whose mother wanes them back Diepo,
the Sabre Toothed Tiger (Denis Leary)
and Buck the Weasel (Simun Pegg) join
in the fun which for tinier tots may be
OVEr SCary.

The ending may not please
ducmsavers such as Al Core but it does
indicate thac like the mammotbs buman
beings have survived previons ice ages
and glubal warming,

PCx % SFFY

The Proposal

katherine Hepburn and Spencer
Tracy. Crace Kelly and Cary Grant.
Doris Day and Rock Hudson. To these
romantic-comedy doubles add Sandra
Bullock and Ryan Reynalds.

She plays a sceel-spined New York
publisher, he her assistant toreed to
marry her when she is threatened with
propiuks
in Alaska when he takes her to visil
his family including his grandmau {the
immoertal. golden girl Betty White
plaving a native American ).

PG k% SFFV

deporiation.  Propinquity

Drag Me Down to Hell
Director Sam Raimi and his
co-writer brother, Ivan Raimi. have
a created a horror
AMNNALS AUSTRALASIA 42 JULY 2009

movie which

inspires  embarrassed

embarrassment

laughter:
that it is being
watched. embarrassment fur those
taking part in its plot: ambitious
finance  oflicer Christine  Brown
(Alizon Lohman) refuses (o extend
the home loan of Mrs Ganush (Lorna
Ravert, =he puts a curse on Christine
which e laner’s hoy friend Professor
Clay Daliun tJustin Long) is nnable to
lifx.
The nmunie does live up - or down
- to its tle: the hell ic drags us to s
a hell where boredom fights disguse,
and the Exit -igh looks ever more
rempting.
MA15-®NFFY

Bruno

Is the new. tashionista persona of
comedian Sacha Baron Cohen. Even
more than Al C. Staines rapper, and
Borai, Kazakhstan TY reporter, it
mixes the funny and the fundamentally
appalling,

This time reund the ratio is one to
ten). Thus we have Bruno oo high camp
hilariously sabotage u fashion show by
wearing an outfit made of Velero, Then,
however hie is aboard a run-away train
of risky and risque shetches.

These comgprise sends-np ranging
from Jerusalem's Hassidic Jews to che
crucifixion ot Jesus ¢svinbolised by an
adopted black <hild OJ) to an all-in
cage fight in redneck counry than
turns into a homesexual bout berween
Bruno and his goter Lutz {Gustav
Hammarsten ).

Cohen. 2 Cambridge University
graduate, is reportedly an observant
Jew who keeps that =ide of his life
hermetically separated from bis showbiz
schtik (which owes something 1o
Candid Camere and Cary MeDonald's
Norman Gunsion).

To maintain the separation. Cohen
would have to be inte double-think. In
one hemisphere of his creatviey he aims
o satirise celehrity follies: in the other
he is complicit with those follies and
through them seeks profitable celebrity
for himself.

Difficult to define. Perhaps kape
humour does the trick after those
death-camp inmates who were complicit
with the system in order to survive.

MATS+*NIIY
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lie. But in the era of nanotechuologies
this is no obstacle. [f necessary, the
remains will be synthesized from any
available dust,vubbish.

This is  how Russia’s rolers
understand Christiauity and love the
Church. Such are the signals, ladies and
gendemen.

It is noteworthy that the Russian
people have already reacted to this
‘clericalization” with 2 new generic joke:

‘Once upon a time a well-known
Russian oligarch died. He ends up
in the Proper Place. In the reception
room he was met by the Auothorized
Representative. Carrving the oligarch’s
personal file under his arm. And
the Authorized Represcutative says:
“Esteemed oligarch. we have studied
your [ile closely. The decision is
unambigucus -- you go to hell”

What is this?! Why hell?” the oligarch
howled. 1 funded four churches and.
three monasteries, and built five chapels!
I paid for twenty-three banquets on Me
Athos! 1 gave the Russian Orthodox
Churclr’s administrator of affairs a hrand
new Mayhakh with manual steering!”

The Authorized Representative retires
to confer, He quickly returns and says:
“The decision is as follows. Your money
will be rewurred. And then -- yon go to
hell™

However. they are not planning to
go to hell just yet. They have other
priorities.

Russkiy Pioner, the journal for which
for some 1ime Premier Putin has been
moonlighting as a columnist, the other
day organized a big drunken party on
the cruiser Awrore. With oysters and
black caviar, governors and ministers.

Representatives of the elitc who had
had a drop too many jumped off che
cruiser into the warm June warers of cthe
Neva River. To he fished out by their
guards.

Admittedly. by faw it is forbidden
to do such a thing on the museum-
ship Aarora. But if you have big money,
then yoo can. Lverything is possible.
This is the most important rule of a
I'l'lO]lCtU("rﬂl"}’.

And this will have 1o be explained Lo
the many, many specialists who continue
1o devoutly assert Lthe opposite.

Putin and Co. are restoring the Soviet
Union.

Nothing more oor less.

Yezhednevnyy Zhuwrnal, June 12, 2000
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