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LIGHTEN 
YOUR MIND 

,_,_,,,HE eye that has 
_pecks of dust in it 

cannot see 
the brightness 
of true light. 

What brings joy 
to a clear, 

shining mind, 
. 

causes pain 
to a mind 

that is corrupted~ 

- Pope St Leo the Great, On the Beatitud.?J~ 
Sermon 95, 8-9 



Lest We Forget 

ELEGY FOR 
A LOST FRIEN·o 

A 
ND lN che p01tals of the sacred hall 

You hear the trumpets call, 

At dawn upon the silvery battlemcnL 

Re-echo through the dee p 

And bid Lh c so ns of God to rise from sleep 

And with a shout to bail 

The sunrise 011 tht! City of the Grail: 

The musk that proud Lucifer in Hell 

Missed more th,m all the joys th at he forewent. 

You hear thf' solemn bell 

At Vespers. when the orillarumes are furled1
: 

And the11 you know that somewhere in the world. 

That sbin('S far-off beneath you like a gem, 

They think of you. and when you thinlk of them 

You know that Lhcy will wipe away their tears. 

And cast aside th eir fears; 

That they will have it ~o. 

And in no other wise; 

That it is well with them bec.:ause d1ey know .. 

With faithf'nl eyes. 

Fi.~ed forward and turned upwards to the skies. 

That it is wdl with yon .. 

Among the cl10sen few, 

Among the very brave, the very true. 

- F1,11n ~fau,fr•· 8ari1,p;'~ Ell'f\l' on hi, frieud Aube1·011 11,umJ, 
Herhe11_ 9th Baron Luca, ,md 5ll1 Lord Din/CwnJl. Luea~ w~rn ,nj,,,iJ1µ 

~nd W.l!' pr<".•umed killed during 11 llight o\·('r German lin<:s in Wl b 
Baring, 1 /lT4- I !>4:,. r·onn•ri,·d w C~1holi.-i~rn iu 1 \lf1!I. 

I. \\'lw11 d,,: 'b~n11('1'~ of wnr· ar(· ·t\nkd' or rolkd up. 
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EDITORIAL 

Balance and Imbalance: Grace and Original Sin 

DARING TO WA11K 
THE TIGHT-ROPE OF FAITH 

N 199.5. uot long after 

the collapse of the 
SoviN Union, I was 
i11 Yc ravan, the capital 
o f Arme nia and one 
of the world's oldest 
continuo usly inbahitf"cl 

cmes. It was summer, and the coumrv 
was suffering fro m food sho rtages. 
blockades a nd myr iad social and 
political pro ble ms inherit ed from cite 
Communist e ra. 

In a square in the <·en1re of Yerevan 
peo1->le were gawking at a littlt> gyp,y 
girl, balanced on to p of a rope 
stretched acro~s th<• squan• from one 
building to an<Hh<'r. She was sitting 
on the rope about cwclve feet above 
the square. Sudde nly, she scood up and 
steadying h erself with a pole slipped 
and danced back a nd forth while her 
fa mily played flut es a11d bagpipes. 
The rope some times s wayed. a n d the 
c1·0 11 <l held ics breath as sh\· seemed ro 
hesitate. hut then o n she went, across 
the square and the n b ar k. perfectly 
balanced. 

Watching h er dance along the 
rope with no ne t unde r it to catch her 
should she fall. made me think of the 
balancing act that Armenia had before 
it. as it tried to assert its independence 
of Russia, now thac che Soviet Union 
was a thing of dw past. 

h also cam r? to mind as I thought of 
che ,1a_v Our Lord's teaching challenges 

cbe Faith a nd Hope aod Lo ve of 
Chris tians. We. all of us, are 110 1 unlike 
that Little girl. \\'e are walking a tight
rope. tryin@-' to keep our balance. and 
all that's missing are the flutes and 
bagpipes. 

We are lo be in che world, but not 
of it;' we are t.o sei;r(• God not Money.2 

We are not to love the world, or things 
in the wor\d.-1 Yet we have to render to 
Caesar the things that an· Cacsar' s.4 

B.!J Paul Stenhouse. MSC 

WP musr b ecome like lirtfp children, 

or Wt' shall not ente r che kingdom of 
God.; WP arc to b e wise as serpents 
and innocent as doves;'' ye t we are as 

sheep. in the midst of wolves.7 

We are no t to judge. lest we he 
ourselves j11d15ed ;" especially are we 

not to jud p;r by appearances." W<! are 
to love God wich our whole heart. 
an<l to love o ur n c ighbor as we love 
ourselves. t (l The truth will make us 
frec.'1 

Lf we love o ur life. we wi ll lose it; 
if we lo se it for the s ake of Christ, we 
will save it.1~ If we have faith ns a grain 

of mustard Sl' c<l. and we say to this 
moumain, ' Movt' from here 10 there: it 
will move.n 
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The lost sh e t>p sho uld be as dear 

to us as the ninety-nin<' who cause us 
no gricf. 14 G o d choSl' the fo olish to 
confonnd the wise; he c·hose the weak 
10 co11fo1111d the slrong.1~ 

Our faith is in J esu s Christ. perfect 
God, and also perfect Man. 16 Our faith 
is lived in the Catholic Church. which is 
also the Mystic-al Body of Christ." 

The paradoxical nature of our 
fa ith provides a key to u nders tanding 

whar St Pau l meant w he n lie called 
Chris tians chc ·stewards of the 

Mysteries of Cod '.1~ 

If our stewardship is to be e ffective. 
we need to sr.rike a Lalance betweeu 
extremes: gen tly we ighing lhe 
imponderable , and lightly touching 



on the intangible; reverencing the 
ine l'fable, and uying to bear with the 
unendurable; reverently proclaiming 
rhe mysterious and lovin~ the awesome; 
forgiving the unpaJ·donahle and 
seeking those who are lost; reaching 
out to l'he f1foudless and raising the 
spiiits of the depressed; bringing hopt> 
Lo the hopeless, and revealing what had 
remained hidden until die coming of 
Jesus. 

The paradoxes of our faith 1~ arc a 
metaphor for our Christian Life: we 
have co balance concen1 for ourselves. 
with concern fur the Kingdom of 
Cod; worries about our health and 
future, with genuine compassion for 
the suffering and insecurity of others: 
preoccup:11ioo with our family, parish, 
state. diocese or country. with care and 
concem for c.he untold millions beyond 
ou,· shores who lack the means to help 
themselves often in the most bas ic of 
ways. 

Modern man makes much of 
balance in Nature - though he claims 
not to believe in mllure - and in the 
environment. Ecological hala□ ce 

is dear to his heart and chemical 
imbalance is rightly regarded as the 
cause of numerous physical and even 
psych ological maladies. 

Budgets. diet and health are all 
acknowledged as needing to l>e 
balanced. Perfect balance is cr11cial for 
success in sport - and engineering and 
other sdcnces can't succeed without it. 
Buildings can ·1 be e rected without it. 

planes cannot fly without it. We cannot 
even walk withot11 it. 

Livin~ the life of faith means 
striJdng and maintaioing an even 
more delicate and precise balance 
than nanocechnologJ which concerns 
itself with balancing realities as tiny 
as a millionth of a. millimetre 
[1rnnometreJ. 

Tn a perfcC't world. we should lind 
no difficulty i11 .5eeing the importance 
of keeping our material and spiritual 
natures and needs in balance, in 
harmony, in sync. Provided we are in 
harmony within ourselves. then tlie 
likelihood is that we will be in synr 
,~iu1 the rest of Cod's creation. 

Yet the truth is that this b eautiful 
and inspiring world, viewed through 
the eyes of those who have no hope. 
no belief io Cod, no helper to whom 
tl1ey can turn. al l coo often appears 

to bt- a place of frustration and 
meaninglessness. 

Our fellow human b eings, created io 
God's image.. arc often held LO be of no 
account. unless their usefulnc~s co us 
can be dernonsmued. L1 some societies, 
tht> e lder ly. the handicapped and L he 
unborn are regarde d as burdens., and 
disposable. 

Viol(•nce and frightful suffering and 
death are the lo t of millions of God's 
creatures whose inalienable ri~ht to 
happiness and to a k.nowlcdp;t> of the 
truth is sC'orned and violated. 

The imbalance that causes this 
distortion in a world where all crnatim1 

was meant to exist hannonious ly, 
results from an imbalant:c in Nature, 
and rspecially in our h11rnan nature, 
that Catholic traditiou calls original ~i.n. 

lcs sure aucidore is Baptism, and 
a suhscqut•nc Chrisciau life faithl'ully 
lived in God's grace. strengthened lby 
die other Sncra11H·11ts and remaining 
true to the Ch11rch's Tradition. 

111e cballenge eoufronting all of u~ 
as we make our way towal'ds cu:rnal 
life, is to live as best we l'tlll the 
paradoxes of our Catholic f aith. and co 
counter the disharmony and imbalance 
that I breatens our spiricnal wcll-being 
and the survival of our planet and our 
species. 

r recently heard from an Armenian 
friend that some time afte1· I saw l1cr. chc 
gypsy girl had died from injuries caused 
when shr foll from the unprotected 
tight-rope. May she rest in J>l'acc. 

Walkiug tht' tight-rope of Faith will 
end fol' all of us, too, one day. Bue 
Cod's love will never end. And the 
bagpipes and flutes will be a bonus as 
the celestial choir bmsts into song in the
afterlife 1hat is our hope for ourselves 
and our loved ones; and for the little 
gypsy girl whose pois<.' anJ courage so 
impressed me in faraway Yercv,rn. and 
for all our fellow human bei11gs. 

I . John 15..1!1. 
2. i\foul.icw 6.24 
3. I Joi,,. 2.15 
4. Morhcw 22.21 
.~. M.i.tth~w 18..3 
6. M.a.tthe\1. IU. IG. 
7, ihid. 
8. Motthew 7 I. 
9. Jt)hn 7.24-. 
1 l,, Mouhew 22.37. 
11. Jcohn 8.~z. 
!2. M.rnhcw l fi.2.5 
t3. M,mbe,v 17.;lO. 
H. Luk,· 15.4-. 
15. ICor 1,27. 
I fi. Ni(:ene Cref'd, rf'dLt·cl .u ~bllh •>n Sund,,y, o1Dd on 

c.,·t!:')' major <110li'111111r~•· 
11 flc.-1naus, 12.5: I Cot' I :! ~
J 8. I Cor 4,1. 
19. S« A1rcu/,1.n:-1' r{Cn1J,dt,.., ., :,-, Hobt-rt J lu,-l• Bcn~on, 

Lcmgm::ms.. to;\do1. 1('1 : 

Ugly and un-Christian 

MODERNISM begat some terrible buildings. For example, in 
Washington DC the congn:igation of the Third Church of Christ, 

Scientist is fighting a bitter battlE3 with historic preservationists over the 
fate of their 1971 Brutalist-style church ... Preservationists have spurred 
the city to declare it a historic landmark but the parishioners have gone 
to court to overturn the ruling. Tihey want to tear down a structure they 
consider unsightly, un-Christian and prohibitively expensive to maintain. 
Premodert\ buildings often admirably serve people who worship, because 
their architects were worshippers themselves, according to Philip Bess. 
head of the graduate school of ~irc.hitecture at Notre Dame and author 
or Till we have built Jerusalem (2006). Churches and Synogogues fail 
when they kowtow to architectural fashion instead of honouring the beliefs 
professed within their walls. Improving Christian architecture, Millner says, 
could start with a renewed appreciation of the Christian tradition, 

• 'Postmodern Pews,' The Wilson Quarlelfy, Spring 2009. pp. 82-83, reviewing: ·su,lding for 
Human~,' by Matthew J. Millner. in Christian Century, March 1 0. 2009. 
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Teachi,zg the Humanities 

SUBJECTS DEVOUJRED 
BY THEIR OBJECTS 

LDOUS Huxlev understood fiirat'e Neu· 
Worlrl/ that there wa5 5ome1hing 11obly 

, inC'orrigible in the human ~pirit, a restleb~nt:~S 
.:ind conflict cdne!-, that is built i1110 the 
constitution of our humanity. an unease:- that 
somehow comes with being. what we al'<', 

"--a.ui,.a;..z....~ and Lhac could not be stilled by a rep:im<' of 
mcrr good feelinf!, or willingly he ~acrificed for it •; ~al:t' .. But he 
also tl"ase~ a11d taunts us with th<-' possibilit_, chat we lllight br. 
willing tc, giv~, U() on our peculiarly b1:t1\ixc-and-lwt,n'!:'II st..Ltus. 
and give up un tile riddle that O\'Cf} ,eriom thilllk('r ~inct- the 
cla,, n or l1um:1.n history has tried to understand. Ifoxley wa~ 
di~llll'bing, but abo p1·c>~dent. i11 karing that in thC' relentlt'SS 
~t'arch for happiness. it is cnt.irely thinkable that human beings 
mitdll endPavour to alter 1hcir very nature, rampering with 
tlie Inst has.Lion of fate: the ir 11;eneti<' cons1itutio11. Should 
chm happen, supremC' irony of ironies. the search for human 
happiness would 1.·ulminatr in t.he eud uf th(' huma11 rac.l· a~ we 
lmow it. We wuuld ha,·l· berome ,omething dse. The subjc•c1.., 
mao. would have been dovolll'rd by it, ubjcct. 

This is. oC course, not really 5o different from the sdf
subvel'ting pattern uf the 20th century·~ 101alit.irian ideologies. 
\\ hid1 ~oug.ht to produce ·happy' s.ocieties h)" a bolishiug rhe 
indcpcncknce of the i11divid ual. Yet the lure 0f a pleasure
swaddled post-humanity ma_ybe the particular form of that 
Lemptatio11 to which the Wt'~tt:'rn liberal demon·acie.~ of the 
21 st century are f'specially prune. 

Henc·c th<' 1hrusL of Huxley's work.. to remind 11~ that if we• 
rake sud1 a st0p in nur 'quest co \i\'f' as F;Uds' we will he l~aving 
much of uur humanity behi11d. One of those chin:~~ left behind 
may, imnicall)·· UC' happine$S it~df. ~i nee the very possibility 
of human happiness is inseparable• from the ~-1ruggles and 
suffc-rings and cJ is pl.acements exµcriencecl bJ our rr.st lesi., 
1.:ornpll'X.. and incomplete huma11 natures. Our tradition tP.a<:hes 

chat very lesson in ,1 hundred tC'~ts and a thousand ways. for 
those who haV{" been ~howu how to see and hc,ar it. h i~ not 
a le~~on that is readily 011 offer in our increasingly distraetl'U 
world. It i~ 1he work of the humanities w remind u~ of it, and 
ol' much e:-be chat we are ever-more disposed to forget. 

- 77,,· 011rt!m 0{1/,c Hum,miri,•.,: \\iill"<'Ll M. ~kCla'.I'· Tlw \Vil,rn, ()uam•rl_1. 

:5umnu•r :!I f I<. p -+ I 
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MORAL DEGENERACY 

Addressed to pro-choice candidates seeking election to Public Office 

N these days you are 
seeking the votes of your 
fe llow American s fo r 
public office. At the same 
lime you take the position 
that abortion, however 

.... c..._ ..... ,. regrettable it may be. 
should remain legal. 

T write 10 expr<•ss the convictions 
of tt>ns of millions of ci tizens. Your 
pos ition is a blatant contradiction of 
the very meaning of public service, the 
first req11ire111ent of whjrh is lO be able 
co tell rhe difference becween serving 
the public and killing the public! 

We ask, first of alL Have you ever 
seen an ahortion?So ma11y who defend 
abortion's legality cannot even bring 
themselves to look at th<• honifying 
pictures of children tom apan by the 
procedure (ww-,.r.unLom.info). But if 
we cannot look. at it, why should we 
to lerate it? 

We likewise ask. Are you. willing ta 
publicly describe wh.at you. rhi11/r sl1auld 
be legal? i\hortionist Dr. Martin Haskell, 
in swCJrn testimony, described the '"D 

OPEN LETTEJR 

B.11 Fr. Frank Pavone 

a11d E" abortion proredure. still legal 
throughout o ur nation. by saying. 
'T ypically the skull is brought out 
in fragments rather than as a unified 
pie<'c ... " (Madison. WL May 27. l9H9. 
Case No. 98-C-0305-S). 

In the s~1me case. abortionist Dr . 
Hylau Raymond Giles, "hC'n .isked, 
-can the heart of a fetus o r ernbryo 
still be beating during a suction 

cureuage abortion as the ft>rns o r 
embl'yo comes down the cannul.-T 
answered. "For a few seconds 10 a 
minute. Jes." 

When you say the \\Ord ·Abo rtion· 
is this what you meao? when you say it 
should bt• legal. are ~'Ou willing lo <JILOfe 

1hoJ·e wlw cxplaio what it 1'.r? 
Your pos ition is undermining t.ht' 

fabric of our nation. 
We repeat to you again the q uestion 

posed by Mother l'eresa iu he r speech 
at the National Prayer Breakfas t in 
Washington DC on February .1, 1994. 
--And if we accept lhat a 1not.her can kill 
even her own child, how can we t<~ll 
other people not to le.ill one another?''' 

\ F , ,1 I I , IJ I -. I '\ I -. -. 

Coogee 
HRSf NATIONAL 
REAL ESTATE 

206 Cooge<> Bay Rd, Coogcc 20J4 
For 32 yfars we have sptdalise<l in 1'1-operty Ma.nagorne111. 

Sales and Leasine;. 

Annals readers who need the service 
of an experienced .Real Estate 

Company should contact: 
l:lob Giltinan, or Jim Giltinan. on 

(02) 9665 334 I (Pho11'-') 
(02) 93 15 8704 (Hu:) 

Email: rnogecfn@bigpond.com 
Web: ww,v.coogecfn.rom.au 

I ' RO I' L It l \ \I \ \ H, I: \I I· \ 'I • -. \I ES • I \ \I· -. 1\1 L \ l -. 

ANNALS A USTRALASIA 6 JUNE 2009 

We h,we not }Ct heard 11 "pro-choice -
candidate answer any of these 
questions. 

Thac·s wh~ people cannot vote for 
you, and you ,houldn't b(• asking for 
their vote. TI you can't respect and 
protect the- life of J. baby, how are you 
supposed to re;cpect and pruccct our 
lives, or any other rig.hi we possess? 

'Whe11 you a•k. ;c,me,,ne fo r your 
vote, you are scwall_1 a"L.ing them to 
share in your failure co prucec1 ,hese 
children. You·re asking tbem to ~hare 
in the dt•ception by whi~h you juHify 
that failure. You' re bking theoi. too, 
to contradict the meaning of public 
service. They a re not morally permmccl 
to say 'ye~· lO what you are a,kin~ 

We in th<' pro-life mO\ ement do not 
need any J'c•minders about th,- plight 
or yuung mothers. We sen ·e them 
every day. providing re.al alrem.:ni,·e, co 
abort.ion. 

Nor do we accept the accusa,ion that 
we are narrowly focused on J. -;.rngle 
issue:' We aJ't' not ashamed o( the fact 
that we recognize a holocau,;c when 
we sec one. and that \\ e understand 
the foundation. hr.an. and cor~ of our 
concern for all the other issue~ - life 
itself. 

We' re not a vote for }'OU to ,·oun nor 
an interest g roup for you to appt·ase. 
Rather, our move ment represents rhe 
heart and core of every mo\emenc for 
justice. That is why, whether you end up 
e lected to public office or not. \,c \, ill 
be ,here - in dw halls of go\emment. 
in rhe mecl ia, a ud oo the sere et$ of 
every city, town, and comnryside across 
America - pressing the cause of justice 
for a group of hwnan beings \\ ho,e 
rights yuu have forgo1ccn. 

We will ue ither cease to remind you, 
nor will we wait for you to remember. 
Our cause is as great as America itself, 
and it will prHai.l. May you haYe the 
wisdom to join 11s. 

fr. Frdnl Pav,,11,,, October 27. 2()(1~ 



Abortion Law Reform 
much admired Brian Pollard's 

ex<·tllent article The 'Truth Abouc 
ALorrio11 (Annals. April/ May 2009). 
What lac writes is uf course absolutely 
correct l,ut, regrettabl), in chi: context 
of the abortion so-called debate, not all 

that helpful. 
Prior to the Victorian Legislath e 

Couucil debate on thl' Abortion Law 
Reform Bill 200 8, I \ rote to ca<:h o f 
the five Co uncillors represc11ting the 
Province in which I live. In reply, OJIC, 

Damien Drum. rei1era1ed his long· 
standing opposition co abortion under 
all circu111s1ance,. Drum has long Leen a 
shining light in lhe Victorian Parlia!llent 
on this issue. One ol'her. the sponsor 
of 1he bill, not surprisingly did no t 
bo ther 10 reply. The other three gave 
1he politicians· standard non-committal 
re~pome. Two of those voted for the 
b ill. one against despite her general 
appro, al of abortion. 

The problem is that in the who le 
d ebate O\ er the right tu lift- thl' 
pro-choice position is driven by 
ideology rather than a respect for truth 
and sound lugil". Kuown fan~ ,11t·li 
as Dr Pollanr,- pr<'scn1atio11 nirr) no 
weight I\ ith rl1i: d t'u,iun-makers. Of the 
fin• politician,- mcnuuuecl above, Drum 
was the onl) mah·. \\ hat ,, as tru ly 
alarming fro m a some" hat different 
perspcctiYe is chat th<" bill. now law, 
wa, a , ·pry na, ty piece or authoritarian 

aggrc sio u again~t tho~e health 
profossi<.rnal, ,, ith a con~cientiou, 

objcclion 10 abonjon. 
Thc rt' was no need for ~uch an 

aggressive law if the intem wa~ simpl) 
to d ccrimina l ise abortion and gh·e 
statutorv effect co the 1969 l\l enhennic 
ruling ·,vhich. de facto. permiu ed 
a bo rtion under most circumscances. 

All that was necessary was the repeal 

LETTERS 

of perhaps two s11 h -~rction~ of the 
Victorian Crimes Act. Instead. the 

bill"s proponents sN our legislatively 
10 underwrite the very prospero us 
abonion industry. TI1e whole pro-choicE' 

case in this ca;e and in the abortion 
debate generally is ::in exercise in 
sophi~try. defi ned in Wikipcdia as 
"a confusing o r illogica 1 argum(•nt 
used for deceiving someone." As u1H' 

crass e'(arnple of the sophistry whicb 
do mina ted the pro-choice position, the 
respo ns ib le minister in the Council 
cenified that the propo5ed law \\·as - not 
incompatible with (Vinoria's) Charter 
of Human Rights and Rc~ponsibi liries ... 

Jn fa(·t, the 111, \\ law wa~ _just 

0 11c- more l'xample of the worrying 
tPnde11cy in Aust1·alia ro gcne ratf' 
hig hJy p;·1m :riptivt• laws which have the 
perhaps inte ll<kd dtert of creating- evt•r 
more offt:uces for othenvise innocent 
people. As we saw all too often in the 
last century. aochori tarianism tend s lO 

grow our of irleology. Your quotation 
on p. 24 from S1 TI1omas More is more 
chaJ1 apposite. 
GiSb41r11t> Victoria 1417 M 1CHl\tl O'CoNN<>n AM 

Light in the 
Darkness 

JUST as those who worship 
God must necessarily 

worship him (<in spirit and truth» 
(Jn 4,24), so those who would 
know him have only to seek an 
understanding of the faith in the 
Holy Spirit... In the midst of this 
life's darkness and ignorance, 
he himself is the light that shines 
out for the poor in spirit (Mt 5,3), 
the charity that attracts and 
sweetness that ravishes the soul, 
the love of those who love and 
the devotion of those who yield 
themselves without reserve. He 
it is who reveals God's justice 
from conviction to conviction; 
who gives grace In return for 
grace (Jn 1, 16) and the faith of 
enlightenment to the faith of those 
who listen to the Word. 

- w,mam of Saint-Thierry. The Mirror of 
Faith. 6; Migne Patres Latini, vol. ch<xx. 

384. William (c.1085-1149). was a 
Benedictine monk who lhen joined the 

Order of Citeaux. 
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Till Death do us Part 
In tht' November 2008 issue of f'l:r.a 

Things the l ace Fr. Richard Nc·uhau~ 
noted that some Swiss couples a ft' 
going 1n d1urch to get divorced. H<' 
quo1C·s the prcsidem of the Zurich 
Reformed Church a~ saying 'Coiug 
through a ('Crcmony lilw this is a way uf 
showing Cod that the marriage is over.' 
fr. NC'uhaus 1.:ommented 'So tJwre, God. 
Now pk•ase srop bothering u~ with yom 
aJ11iquat('d idt)as abo 111 marriage.' 

A.</1111ood Via,,ri.i J/47 

God in the Tropics 
1 frequently 11nd myself mu~iog in 

astonishmt'nl over the arg umenrs of 
those 11 0 doubt since re pevple who 
vigorously support the propusicion~ of 
the various champions of evolutionary 

theorie~. 
llow wonderful 10 have one scientist 

dl"t:lil how the human C) C' e\olved. and 
not just one. hue rao., to give stt."reos('Opic 
vision. Aflcr thaL try the human ear. and 
thC'n the evolution of how the l'ar can 

paint in our minds wonderful pil·t11rc~ 
rcrnhinp; f'roin thr sounds. Then· has 
bct:n no such sc:il'11tis t so far. 

Th"sc dcmanJs may Ll" a bit 
eomplicatcd co explain so I will request 
something murh simpler. All materials. 
~o far as I am aware. o n cooling from 
tlw liquid to che solid state conrract 
- excepr water. Now. why is chat s.o? 
Of course. that it dues so is c·xtrcmdy 
fortunate, otht>rwisc nu life on earth. 
Pe rhaps an 0mniscient. infinite 1:rcawr 
is ovt.'rwhclmingly more plausible- than 

mt•rt• happcmtancc. 
Whe11 I lof>k around. partirnlady 

hen· i11 the trop ics, at the bc.1uty. 
complexity and infinite ,,ariety o f the 
unmis takable Works o f Cod. how can I 
or any reasonable person doubt? I just 

fall ovt!r - stunned. 
B,il,/ml,l N1>r1/t Quemslamf 4861 EMHOL Willi 

The Rights of the 
Most Vulnerable 

write to compliment you on thr 
last issue of ;/muds [H/ 10] for last p.•a1\ 
2008 . The guest editorial by Cardinal 
Egan comparing .1bortion to the crimes 
of Hitler an<l Stalin repays choughtful 
reading and meditation. 

Enclosed is an Open Letter to 
Pro-Choice Candidates ror the recen 1 

US electiom. The writer, Facher Frank 



Pavone, National Director of Priest ~ 
for Life is a co u rageous :rnd ahlr 

spokesman for the r ights of the poores t 

and most vulnerable of our k.ind. 
I hope you "'ill be abk LO print it in 

its entirety. It is enligh1 ening. 
/(e11si1191orr NS\V ZOJJ /fAlllC~J J OUN Co,~aov, MSC 

I St>t> thi, issue, p.6 for Fatht>I' Pavnur·" 

lt'tt,:-,:;. Eel. AmwlsJ 

God and Paul Davies 
struggled for a week to find 

somethiug in Jame~ McCaughau·s 
Rf'flectfons upo n r eading Paul DaviPs 
in Annals 3 / 200~) - five pages of 
precio us Annals space - that would 
help the layman who searc:hes for 
meaning in his life e xperienc:e, ··the 
task of corrobora1ing foi1h and reason.~ 

as l\llcCaughan pu1s it. His philosophic 
argument is that " there cannot be 
contradiction bet\\ een revelation. 
reason and 11ature, beeausl' the t ruth is 
un"'fl· He s t11ns up his critique of ''The 
Goldilocks Eriip;111a'" by stating char 
rhere is nothing in Davies· book tha1 

, arisfies reason as to 1he origin and life 
friendliness of Lhe universe. 

Then, amazingly and fortuito usly. 
1 found this gift h,·ad<•d lldlec-tion in 
01JT parish b111le1in for Holy Trinity 

Sunday: The philosopher Descartes 
spoke of 1he difference becween "the 
god of the philosophers· and ·the Go~I 
uf Abraham. Isaac a nd ,Jaeob'. h is the 
difference be1ween Cod as studied and 

1hough1 about in1ellecu 111lly, and God as 
experienced in all the ups and downs of 
human living. It is the Cod of ex.perience, 

the Cod we meet iu cver.vua~ life. whom 

wP c-elebraw on the fpa~t of tlw HC>ly 
Trinity. The Trinity is ra1her like Einstein\ 
1heory of relativity: it is easy to ,a) but 
impossible to comprehend. 1t is a m~ ~•ery 
beyond our grn~p. We cer1ainly do nut 
know if that is all there is. The Trinity is 
what Cod has chosen 10 re\'e11l. It is onl) 
a glimpse. God is expe rienred in many 
ways: as source o f life; a s the •mind' 

hehind che wonders of the universe: 

o ne who care~. onC' who can set us free : 
as o ne who is c-loser to 11s than our vr:ry 

selves. ,ind one who is far beyond all our 
imaginings. Thi~ variety of experience is 

l'ellected in wda_y's readings. 
Davies and his like -minded ~c:i<'ntists 

do not attempt m vis ualise Lhe 
philosophers' "C od·s eye" view of the 
universe: they go about constructing 

Illiberal Education 

THE modern world has accepted tl~e old sophism proclaimed by the a11cie111 Greek 
philosopher Protagoras, that ·man is the measure of all things.• Solzhenitsyn 

says this view could be called anthropocentricity. "wl\h man seen as the centre of 
all." And when man Is the centre of all. then each decides for himself what is true. 
Truth loses all objectivity and descends into pure subjectivism, We no longer seek 
truth; we create ft. And what follows but anarchy and the disintegration of education 
and culture alike? Nearly everyone is aware of the signs of our failed elementary and 
secondary schools: a fragmenteo curriculum offers a potpourri of courses ordered 
to no apparent end; a high number of students drop out of school; schoolrooms are 
filled with undisciplined and apathetic students: students lack the basic educational 
skills of reading, writing. thinking, obsefVing, calculating, and speaking; and teachers 
are expected to assume the roles of mother and father, brother and sister, friend and 
counsellor-a burden unjustly visited upon them. 

- A Summary the Philosophical Vision 8;tatement for Wyoming Catholic College By Professor 
Robert K. Carlson, Academi,c Dean. WCCC, Lander, Wyoming, USA 

their theuric_,s uf tht· hig my,teries of 

exis1e11ce by takinp; the viewpo int of an 
observer Kfr1.,m the iuside~. In a drnpter 

headt•d ·'Confesbio ns of a Relativist'" iu 
ont: of bis b ooks. Davies admit~ that be 

can·1 vi sualise , pacetime, o r time dilation, 

o r curved !-par l'. or 1hc i.ingula1i ty at 
the big bang. and instead theorises by 

ado pting the o bservcr·s rolr. He pnts tlw 
ques1ions that a r ise from the everyday 

exprrieuce or living: "wliy is rhe universe 

just right for life?"\ and ·'why do we 
have this inrredihle gif1 of being able 
to oh~erve and to qnestion and to try 
tu understand it all?': He says nothing 
10 "remove Cod from t he equation·• and 
gives brilliantly readable accou ms of the 
fields of study that ~dentists are pursu ing 
to Jill in the gaps of our knowledge. 

bit by bit. Will we ever kuow all the 
answers? - Cod alone knows. 

.l\kCaughau seeks the god o.f the 
philosophers. Davies and his felllow 
scienti~I!' sc,c•k answt•rs from ,our 

worldly experience by observation a.nd 
srody. l\1('Caughan is immoderate in his 
languai;e - he uses the words ~fake" 
or ··faking" no f t>wer than rwdvc> rimes 

in labelli11g c 111T c nt ideas in phys ics 
and as trono m_, b<'fort' th(•y havc- been 
falsified by tht' normal proce~s o f the 
scientific mechud. 
Gl~n11i11_q V,d/ey .-.sw 216/ 

[Dr James McCaughan writn: l am sorrJ that 

I was unable Lo saLisfy !au Johns in what hl' 
S(JUp:111. nol' wa, [ ~11~·c1•~sful in. persuading 
him that following physicists in their ,earch 
for the phvsic-s bdo re the "'Bi~ Bang~ is tu 

eng.agot in science fklion. M~· use of the word 
'fake· wa~ qualilie <l by ·sncct>ssrur or 'defec
t iw·. ·sucressful" if ir passed scicnrilic scru

t iny. ' deft><1ive· if it d idn"t] 
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Call no man 'Father'? 
Cou ld you explain to m e the 

meaning of Jesus· word~ quoted in St 
Manhew'~ gos pel [23.9 1 ·Call no mJn 
Father'? I am a practising Catholic I lh t' 
on a caulc grazing pro perry in :\on h 
Queensla nd. In this are a we han• a 
number o f ,Je ho vah'~ Witnesses. 1 o ften 
have 1his question asked of me. 
Pmtla11d. Niwt/1 Q11em.</t111d RoBoRT H(>1 u Nc;swouri , 

[Thi• is a much :J.])lJsed ,criprnral pa,,agc 
and a 'key' text in the armour} or an1i 
Ca1holic polrmid;;c;; who try cu argue- 1ha1 
piie~ts slwuld nor b(• l"alk·d ·foth._.,: [1 i~ a 
mis-tran, l:11ion of Manhl'" 23.1 aud is what 
Australian slang W<Jnlrl call a ·Furph}·'. 111 .. 
passat1c in que•tio11 doc- not re.id 'rail no man 
-father--: lr rt'ads ·call no man )Ou r Father'. 
Jt>sus is S3) in~ 1.hat chere is only one Creator 
(lif('•gh·ing father I and hi:- is in hea\ en, He j, 
waming hi, h<'arer, not to confllse a creaturt' 
1d1h Cod 1hc Crrarur. Je,us i, 1101 euuc.-rned 
with tit!!'~. He Jllowed people lO eall him 
·rabbi' on numeroLts occasions - ,e~ \11 26.11

" • 

- aJld hE' al,o used 1he word 'father· of p,•oplo-
01her than God - s~c Mt IO,'-. So did ~• J.,1111 
flJohn 2.'; ): ,o did St Paul [r,uman, 4." 
]; so did s, l',fa11h,•\\ 13."': ..... J. Th.- l t'J"lll 

•fat11cr· i;; n, ,.cl mJn\ hond~d,; of time;; in 
t hl' biblr of p,·nplt' ,,tli.-r tl1an God. Je-;us was 
<·om·crned 1, ith " h :11 1•eople bt>lil', t:'<l J bout 
God tl,e Cr .. ator. the real ,ourc .. o i life. tin• 
real fotbrr. in hear .. n. To .. pa.;;"<age in question 
ha:; nutl1ing 10 dn with t.he anciem Chri~tian 
prd, tin· uf' tall in~ priest;; (and bi,bops] 
•fa1he1:. Ami it cenainly \Va,11·1 rdlin,c C"hildn.•n 
nm to cnll their male p:irer,t ·farh<'r'. llw old 
Kin~ Jame~ Prc11c•tant version of tht' bible 
gavl' th4! text t or-rectly. ft is regr .. nable 1hat 
som<' nindc."ITl tra11blatio11s play intl• cht' hamls 
of l"rlolisl, pt'opl~ by mis-tra11sla1inr the text as 
·call 110 man "lather·~ Ed. ✓.lnnrd,-J 
( R~Jdt>u· • C'lllUUCOt~ ,3tC welcomed. not JU1>l OH 

m,1tt.'nal rlMt :1f'Ji('tU" m Annr,/J. ban on , .. .,.o- d.ia, , ,.,~ '""'' ,,.,. 
C;nhol.w Jtitl tlu.• ~«-'k-r rotRDlllntt'\ f1e.<:t' li.ttp ~~" leut"I""" 
ih<II'\.. ~ tna\1 be cdffl."1 ii tou k,,u~ A)wa)o, pmx }'JIJr tull 
n,lllk" Jntl .-c:~, .1.ud n• Im.ft· .1 1ltytirOL· pl..-.nc ,., fu, uumb.:1 
urt ... Ju.1il ¥kh,...,.,, ~• "'luc:h ,oo c-Mt I)(" reacbcd. Edu.or:. .l11JH1t.J 



CATHOLIC CULTURE 

/if/rilten b!J St Thomas Aquinas to a Catholic Archbisho_p in a large island Republic 
in the southern hemisphere in the twenl!f:first century 

LETTER FROM HE1\VEN 

HOMAS AQUlNAS 
is a great Doctor and 
teacher of the Church. 
some limes known as 
~the Angelic Doctor". 

certainly one of tht' 
* grra1e ~1 minds in 

an_r age. He lived aud worked in rh,, 
thineeuth century, which was in nJany 

wars rbe Catholic century, especially 
uuJer dw pontificatP uf Innocent Ill. 
who die<l in 1274. 

Thoma~ was b um in 1225 at Ror;ea 
Secca near Monte Cas ~ino in central 
ltaly, a di stant re lative of IJoth the 
Emperor and the King of France. His 
fathe r was Count Landulf of Aquino, 
an officiaJ of the Llohc11stau fon King 
.Frederick LI. Frederick 1I was an exotic 
fig ure who spoke several languages, 
including Arabic. and was at o ne stagt' 
crowned Ki.ng of Je rusalem. He is ofre11 
considere d the fou 11Jer of mode rn 
kingship an<l tl1e first modern politician. 

At the time uf Thomas's hirth, 
fore<lerick was in <.;ontinual warfare with 
the µaµal anni(•, uf H o nuri LI S III aud 
later of Gregory lX. Thomas\ family 
fo1tune was precarious. not least because 
the familv lands were dose to die border 
of thP P;pal States. Two of his brothers 
chauge d sides tu join the papal forces 
aud oue of dwm, llinaldo, was execute <l 

by fi"t"derkl for his treason. 
A~ a yu11ng boy of five or 5ix. 'I1Jomas 

was senl to the Benedictines at llifonte 

Cas~ino. his family obviously h o peful 
of a vocation and pr<'ferment. Thomas 
studied in Naples a nd was atrracted lo 

the dangt::rous new order of Dominirnns. 
the Black Friars, who were founded 

around 1220. He refused all prefe.nnent. 
dedinin15 an Abbotship, and lived his life 
as a scholar and teache r. 

Thomas was very much caught up 
in the theological conflict s of the day, 

which were of't.eu also conflicts between 

By George Cardinal PeU 
Archbishop of Sydney 

the reg ular clergy and the new order,, 
of the Dominicans and the Franciscans,. 
ln particular, he was at the ceu tre of 
the controversy over Aristotle, who wa,;; 
often invoked against Augustinianism. 
Tlw rnas taught in Paris, and in Italy al 

Ro me, Orvieto and Naples. He was a 

fri end of Popes Cle me nt TV and U rban 
lV, although after his d eath t.be Bisho p 
o f Pa ris cond emned a number of hi,, 
these5. 

Thoma, bt"gan hi5 letter by 
e xpressing his d e ligh1 that hi·, 

Dominican brothers, who had founded 
a priory in an obscure English rown 
call e el Oxford just b efore his b irch, 
had now re turne d officially afte r ch~~ir 
expulsion in the sixtee nth century. He 
was ple asaurly surpristid t hac the smal I 
colle cciou of thirreenth century college,, 
ofttJn founded by e nte rprising bishop,; 

. on the e d gf' of tlH' 1hen know n world, 

MAKING 
KNOWN THE 

TRUTH 

AND so, in t he name of the divine 
Mercy, I have the confidence 

to embark upon the. work of a wise 
man, even though this may surpass 
my powers, and I have set myself 
the task of making known, as far as 
my limited powers will allow, the truth 
that the Catholia faith professes, and 
of setting aside the errors that are 
opposed to it To use the words of 
St Hilary: 'I am aware that I owe this 
to God as the chief duty of my life, 
that my every word and sense may 
speak of Him.' 

- St Thomas Aquinas, the Angelic Doctor, 
1225-1274, Summa Contra Gentiles, 

Uber I, <:ap.2. 
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had developed into Oxford Uni\'e rsity, 
the w orld's mos t fa mous unin·rsity. 
wh,);;n historical coutribut ion far 
e-xcet>dr d that o f the earlier university 
foundatio ns at Paris and Bologna. 

The Letter 

T homas was amaze d at how rouch 

the known world bad changed and 
expanded since his lifetime . Asia and 
mueh o f Africa were litrle k nown to 
his conte mporaries, rhe Americas and 
Austnlia wt>re undiscovere <l. It was one 
vear after his d e ath that Marco Polo, a 
young Venetian accompanying hi~ fathl:'1'. 
was receive d at the court o f Kublai 
Khan, Empe rnr o f China. g randson of 
Ge ng his Kha11, in Cambalut· ( mo d e rn 
Beijing). J'vlarco·s note s i11tro dt1ced some 
o f the Easrern civilisations onct> again ro 

the West. Aquinas l:1111ented in pas~in[! 
the inabili1v of tht' C hrisrian West to 

forge an allian('P with di e l\.10 11gols 

against a n a ggre ssivt>, expansiv t' Islam 
as one of historJ's most famous m isse d 

opportu nitit',. 
Thoma~ was amaze d by the s ize o f 

the world's population, by the scandai'd 
of Ji\·ing in Europe, the Ame rica s, and 
parts o f Asia, hy rhc longevity of me n 
a ud wome n, ,1nd by the spe erl a nd 
e a se of travel in fa11tas1ic mechan ical 

con traplions called <·ars, planes and 
ships. 

He was ddiglned by the wonderful 
hos pi tals, by the fact that t0othaches 
rould be d ealt w ith easily, by the spread 
of hig her e<lucarion among both women 
a11d men. He was equally d d ig hred that 
t'ducat.ion was no longer a preserve of 

the clergy. 
Aquinas explained that he was used 

to powerful wo me n in the no bili ry and 
in charge of convents, but 1he ubiqni1y 
of wome11 in every pro fessio n astounded • 

him. He noted 1ha1 th e Archbishop of 
Canterbury was a woman and thm many 



women had bct·n rulers called pdmc 
minis1crs. 

Aquinas noted 1ha1 he was ao1 

surprised that 1his large-scale e mr}' o f 
women imo public life was accompanied 
by a threa1cni11g demographic implosion, 
already in full fiood in .Europe- and 
Japan at the tinw nf his writing in 2050, 
with tlw populacions of China and Jndia 
following closely behind. Eurnpe's 

population implodl:d after they had 

b ecoml' rich, bur most in lndia and 
China were still poor and the situaciun 

was worse there because of a significant 
imbalance ()f men ro women, through 
the widespread abo11ion of girls. 

A~ alway5 it was the religious 
people who wcl'e having children, 
e&peciaJly serious Carholics. Evangelical 
Protestants, and Muslims. lu E urope, 
moderate majorities o f Christians and 

t\'Juslims were ~truggling successfully 
to Jive togt•thcr in peace, to 1·each a 
political accommodation in c..he face of a 
rt'Vitalised pagan and racis1 minority. 

Thomas tells rhe archbishop not to 

lament th(· fact that rnlers are 110 longer 
subjt>cr LO the Pope ( much less any 

bishop), a11<l that the Pope no louger 
has auy Sl'Cula r power, ~ignificant 
tcrricories or an army; b ecause the other 

side to this same C'oin is that generally 
ruler s uo longer nominate bislwps (or 
even veto appointments). N()r Call they 
g(•t rid of difficult hi~hops by prison or 
di,lllissal! • 

Thomas gives a reluctan1 and 
grudging admiraiion to this 11(•w 

<lo<.1rinc of the separatio11 of Church and 

srate, whcJ'e the state does no t endorse 
a11y particula r religion. even in England 
with it:. ·oOicial"' religion of Anglir.ai'lisru. 
He noted also chat the go,·ernment there 
had recenlly discontinued the practice 
wh ereby the stale appointed Anglican 

bishops. male and female. 
He is surprised that the USA which 

follows thi~ doctrine is still the world's 
richest superpower. even after rhe 
ti11.incial collapse earlier in the century 
which saw forty per crnt of the world's 
wealth evaporate in si.x months; a.n<l 

coutinues 10 be the muse religious 
11ation in bistary. (forty per cent 
Catholil: a111.I half or those llispauirs ) 
with uo immense network of re ligious 
communities and institutions all financed 

by private contributions. He much 
approved of 1he lm11drcds or Christian 
universi ties aud colJeges, which 

Refuting Error 
TO PROCEED against Individual errors, however, is a difficult business, and 

this for two reasons. In the fimt place, ii is difficult because the Impious 
remarks of individual men who have erred are not so well known to us that we 
may use what they say as the basis. of proceeding to a refutation of their errors. 
This is, indeed, the method that thH ancient Doctors of the Church used in the 
refutation of the errors of the Gentiles. For they knew well the positions taken by 
the Gentiles since they themselves had been Gentiles, or at least had lived among 
the Gentiles and had been instructed in their teaching. In the second place, it 
is difficult because some of them, s,uch as the Muslims and the pagans, do not 
agree with us in accepting the auth<:>rity of any Scripture, by which they may be 
convinced of their error. Thus, while we are able to argue against Jews by means 
of the Old Testament, and against heretics by means of the New Testament, the 
Muslims and the pagans accept neither the one nor the other. We must, therefore. 
have recourse to natural reason, to which all men are forced to give their assent, 
However, it is true that in divine matters natural reason has its failings. 

- St Thomas Aquinas, the Angelic Doctor. 122fr 1274. 
Summa Contra Gentiles. Uber I. cap.2. 

rontinued to thrive iu a radically secular 
academk world. 

This religious vitality in the United 
States is maintained despite the hostility 
to religion of a diminishing number of 
intclk•ctuals in academia and 1hr mf'dia. 
Thi~ is new to Thomas because most of 

the intellectuals in his <lay were cleriics 
and because mogt intellectuals ( b efore 
Lenin or even Hitle r) wcrt• u~uallly 
conservative. be>th policirally and oft,en 
religiously. 

Thomas was also surprised to learn 
that the largest Catholic country in 
the world was the former Portuguese 

colony of Brazil, with over four hundred 
bishops. 

Thomas encouragC'd the bishop by 
poiotiog out that his Southe rn Republic 
(although many secolarists and Catholics 
there priut'd thcmseh•es on living 

in a very secular society) was mo re 
religious than most traditionally Catholic 
countries in Eul'ope, and certainly more 
1·eli~io11s than the Protestant couotries 

in Europe (Protestantis U1 being a 

protest mOV('lllClll or renewal which 

blew up :300 years after his birth). He 
was pleased hy ecumenical co·operation 
becau se llC' remernbeJ"ed hearing in 

heaven of' terl'ible J"cligious wars in the 
si:xtcen1h and seventeenth i:entul'ics. 

Aquinas lamcnwd that the Papac, 
had IH'en so unable 10 keep the reform 

movement started by Luther within the 

Church. 011 1he o the r hand, a strong 
Papacy in the thirteenth centory had 

succt>ssfolly man a~d to keep the new 
reforming movernen,s or Dominicans 
and even Fraociscam in the Church. 
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Thomas said he had some sympathy for 
the young Luther, but no ,ympachy a, all 

for Henry Vf!I. 
Thomas is surpris('cl and delighted 

by the success or a form of government 

called democracy. with rulers regularly 
elr•cted by all the people , inC'ludinf! 
women; a form of governmem 

denounced by Plato a11<l Ariswtlt> as 
producing selfislutcss and ill-discipline 
auu even tyranny. although. in h ind:.ig:ht 

Thomas noted some seed~ of this 
movement in the voting in 1J f ,,uperiors 
for the religious urden; for a fo:ed 1e11n. 

He noted that the E11gli~h•speaking 
people:. were particular)~ good at 
cle.morracy and he wa~ ,urpris('d to 
find that E nglis h, which did 1101 exis1 
i11 his day in the thirtet'.'nth century, 

had replaced Latin a~ 1he inrernational 
language not just in the West, but in 
many pares of rhe new worlds in Asia 
,md Africa. 

1t wc1s a ~rarrling di,covery for him 
to find that J PolisJ1 pope al thl• eu<l 

of the t\n•111ie1h c(~ruury. known iu the 
twenty-fir,1 century as Popt'.' J ohn Pmd 
the Great. had even rccom mended 

democracy as a preferred system of 

gon·rnment. 

Thomas was pleased that kings and 

queens stilJ pla)·ed puhlic ro les. ah hough 

almost never exercising power. They 
had a large following whid1 waxed 
and waned accor·ding to 1he quality of 

the ir performance. and were cons idered 
an essenrial ingredient of society for 

news and entertainment, esperially for 

the wooien·s maga?.ines and the gossip 
columnists. 



Follow what 
is More Certain 

WHEN IT IS a matter of choosing or rejecting opinions, man ought 
not be led by love or hate for the one bringing forward the opinion 

but rather by the certitude of truth; therefore, says Aristotle, we must love 
those whose opinions we follow and those whose opinions we reject: for 
both set themselves in search of the Truth and collaborate with as in this. 
However, we have an obligation to follow what is more certain, that is, the 
opinion of those who have arrived at a more certain truth. 

- S1 Thomas Aquinas. In MeL in fine. 12, 9. 

ln the Southern Republic of 1he 
bishop mos1 people, lil.,.e those in lhe 

Unircc-1 States. still loved t0 read about 
the royals of other nations. cspcdally 
England, bur were firmly oppoi,cd 
to crealing a local resident vers ion. 
Howeve r, the republic there was o nly 
a recent development as the locals had 
refused to vote out Queen Elizabeth IJ 

while s he was still alh·e. 
Thomas was amazed by the 

uudream1-of advances in techno logy, 

especia lly health and rt·pro duc tivl' 
1cdrnology. although he was 1101 
surprised to find that serious Chris1ians 
<>f ,ill denominatiollS cominued to create 
thci1· childre11 by sexual intcrc:oursl' 
of hushand and wife. and insisted 
on morhers carrying the child co birth 

in the mo ther·s womb. fa e n r ich 
Christian mmhers, with the possibilit, 

o r employmenc. ofren staved home with 
the ir children until the·y commenced 
sc:hool. 

Thomas wa~ also mollified to see 

that e;overnmenr-su bsidiscd abortions 
which was tolerated at the e nd or Lhe 
twentieth century, had b een much 
r urta iled lift) o r sixt y years later. With 
1he advanc:es in medicine. pro-life forces. 
Chrislian and secular, had been ab le LO 

convince public opinio n tha1 abortion 
wa~ the destruction of a human beio15. 

lncrea~ingl)' enlightened public opinion 
sa1, che former tolerance o f abortion 
as being like thr: West·, i111·o!vr11l('Ht in 
slavery. 

While Aquinas found the intellectual 
horizons o f the rwemr-lir;t centurv 
intmr nscly broader th~n che dosed 
world o f thirteenth century Eu ropP- the 
greal power situation was a bit closer co 
thirteenth century Europe than tlw latC' 
rwrntit>th century whtm thP Unit<.>d Scates 
was alone and supreme. Obviously there 

v.•as no Anglo-sphe re io the th irteenth 
century and no dominant supt•rpower, 
with Byzantium rei;isring n powerful 
lslam. which still ruled in Spain as ,1 ell 

as North Africa and the Middle East The 
Crusades were a sign <>f WestPm Europe"s 
resurgence. al,hough Saladin had 
expelled them from lhe lloi\r Land afte r 
u1e barde ofHatti11 in 11 8:-. An a1temp1 to 

retake the Holy Land was diverted to the 
capttue of Conscamin1Jple and \lenetjan 
rule there for most o f Thomas's lifetime. 

By the mid<llr o f the t\\ e111r-11rsl 
Ct'ntury, China was the· world 's l~rgest, 
but not f'iche,t, eronomy, while China, 

Japan, and ludia ranked behind the 
U11 itc-d States as military superpowers. 
The military thrna l from radical Islam 
had receded while the contest in Enropc

\\aS cult ural and usually peaceful. The 
Southern Repuhlic. unlike Tbomas's 
family holdings in thirteenth cemur}' 
Italy, was pro te<'ted by d istance but 
vulnerable to chango::~ in the balan<.:e of 
power. especially from lhe rise of Asian 
superpowei·s. As a result of Great Power 
pressure, the Southe rn Republic had 
to increase its migrant intake and was 
rt"doubling its efforts co develop the 
north of the run1inent. 

Tho mas concluck d his letter to the 
Sou1hern bis ho p hy urging him not 
to speak publicly too oflen o n public 

policy (except on maile rs of princ iple 
and to defend the weak.est and poorest). 
Participation in public life was the duty 
of lay people. Christians also had ~ 
right lo differ on many political points. 

Howt'.ver. the archbishop had to use lhe 
me dia regularly co ex.plaiu the Christian 
,rnrld-view and win popular suppo rt 

for aspects of i1s program. The rise 
of the internet had 0 ffered surprising 

opporru11ities for the expansion of 
Cliristian intlucnce. 
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Aquin:i~ also urged 011 the bishop 
the impor1ance of keeping I he rt•alit}' 
of the one 1rue God in rhe publi<" 
mind. given the constant pre~~urc from 
the increas ingly grurnpy agnostic·ism 
of many of the elite. This irre ligio us 
pressure, Thomas warned. w ill also 
ind uce ~ome Christian leaderQ to 

reciuce Christian belief t<> something 
dang«'rously d<>se to social justice 
and often a form of social jus tice 
indistinguishable from die secular 
variely. However. Ricbai-d Dawkins aud 
Christo pher Hitchens Wl•re thl' [.ist 
gasp of aggressive nineteenth c:cnlury 
atheism. 

Aq uinas also endorsed the bishop's 
d eep conviction t har all the Christ ian 
ch urches re tained an impon ant role 
iu main taining the system of free and 
informal d1<~cks and balances necessal) 

for liben y aud justice. Who will oppose 
the tyrants if tht>re are few Christians? 

The Church ronrin11cd w have an 
importanl role in protecting chc wN1k 
and poor, in opposing ty ranny and 
prcsc t·ving freedom~ wha t people in 
the lale twentieth centun• called ~soc ial 
capi tal~. · 

Aquinas claimed that the agn ostic 
American sociologist Rodney Stark in 
his 1906 book The Rue of Clm".rtiarziry 
was conect, and Cibbo11 fu1Jdamemally 
wro ngheaded. (Gibbon's Dedi11e 
«nd Fall of the Roman Empire [ I 776-
1789 I claimed to chart the rise o f 
barbari~m and religion) in describing 
lww Christian ity transformed life in 
the ancient Roman empire: by creating 
loral commun icie5 across 1he line~ o f 
nationality, free citizens and slaves: by 
recognis ing the equality of wo men. 
by advocating lifelong marriage. by 
opposing all abortion and infanticide, 

e~pecially of baby girls: by c·aring for 
the sick, opposing sexual cxploitatiou 
of the young and weal , ,111d 1hc 
violence of men and women lighting 
one ano the r and animals to chc d eath. 
Chri slians cared for rhe ir sick a11d 
preached an omnipotenr God who 
wa s l1 0 l capricious and disi11ten•~tt'<1-
but laid moral demands on hi~ people. 
whom he loved. 

Thomas Aquinas concluded by saying 
that the Christians· task in tbe twentv

firsl century will be to p rcscr1 e ~r 
reasse11 these gajns. 

Acldrcss 11,ivtn a, the Newman Socie,y Oinn~r. Kebl,· 
Collcgt. O.Jord Unil-crsit_1·. March 5. 2009 



COUNTER-TERRORISM 

A task we cannot/ail to undertake 

WHAT WE ARE NOT DEFENDING 

By Roger Scruton 

How should we drf'c>nd the West From Islamist terrorism? I shall suggest a brief answer to 
that question. First. we should be clear abo111 what it is chat we arc aod are not defending. 

We are not defending, for example. our wealth or our territory~ these things are not 
at stake. Ratl1e1~ we are defending our poLirical and cultural inheritance, embodied in the seven 
featmes which I have singled out here for auemion. 

Second. we should be clear that you ca unot ovncome resentment by feeling guilty or by 
co11cecling fan.I t. Weakness provokes. since it alt'rts your enemy to the possibility of destroying you. 
We should therefore be prepared to affirm what we have. and to C'xpress om· d etermination to hold 
011 to it. That said, we must recognize that it is not envy but resentment that animate~ the te1T011st. 
F:nvy is the de5il't.' to posse:-;- what the other has; r<"~enunem i~ the desire to destroy it. How do you 
deal with res<>ntment? Thi,, is the great question that so few leaders of mankiud ha,·e been able 
to answer. Chri~tians. howe\er. are fortunate in being heirs Lo d1e one great attempt to answer it. 
which was that of Jesu~, who d1·ew on a lo11gstandi11g Jewish tradition that goes back to the Torah. 
and which was <>xpressed in similar term,, by his contemporary R. J·Jillel. You overcome rl.'sentmenL 
Jesus told us, by forgi\;ng it. 

rlb reach out iu a spirit of forgiveness is not co acrnse your~.rlf; it is to male a gift to che other. 
And it is here, i1 seems to me. that we have taken a v.Tong turn in recent decades. The illusion that 
we ,tre 10 blame, that we mus1 confess our fau lts and join our cause to tha1 of o ur enemies. only 
expose5 ns to a more dewrmined hatred. 

"Jbe truth i~ that we are not to bhime: that our enemies' hau -ed of us is emirely unjustified: and 
that their implacable enmity cannot be defused by our hrc>ast-beating:. 

There is a drawback to rea liz ing this tru th. however. It makes ir seem as 1houg:h we are 
powerless. But we are not powerless. TI1ere al'c two resources on which we can call in our defence. 
one public, a11d d1e o ther private. ln the puhlic sphere. we can resolve to protect the good thin!!,S 
that we have inherited. 

'TI1at means making no concessions to those who wish us to exchauge dtizenship for ~ubjection, 
nationaliry for rel igious conformity. secular law for shari'ah, tlhc J11deo-Chris1ian inht' ricaoce for 
(slam. irony for solemnity, self-criticism for dogmatism. representati.011 for submi~sio11. and cl.1eerful 
drinkin& for censorious abstinence. 

We should treat with scorn al.I those who demand these changes and i_nvite tbe rn tO live where 
their preferred form of political order is already installed. And we must respond w tl1eir violence 
with whatever force is required to contain it 

ln the private sphere, however. Christians sh ould follow the path laid dmrn for them by Jesus: 
namely, looking soberly and in a ~pirit of forgivcnes.s on the hurt~ that we receive, and showing. by 
our example. that these hurts arhieve nothing save to discredit the one who inflicts them. 

111is is the hard part of the rnsk - hard to pe1form. hard to e ndorse, and hard to recomm('ncl to 
others. Nonetheless, it is the task at hand. and in a battle the stakes of which are so high, it is a ta~k 
time we ran.not fail to undertake. 

- Ro~t>r Scruton, 11w Defcnse of dw W<·•t: How to Rt>spo11d 10 the l:.lwni,t Cliallt"nge· 
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THE ENVIRONMENT 

Maurz"ce Strong and his Carbon Cash 

LUCRATIVE GREEN DE:CEIVERS 

L CORE and Maurice 
Strong, global 
arnba~,;ador, for 
planet earth. have 
found that global 
warmin~ alarm can 
be lucra1in:>. Al Gore·s 

e ffusive plea for _you to lirnit ('arhon 
<:'missions, that teniblt- JH' W ·pollut:mt'. 
e-v i<fonlly does 11ot apph 10 him. A11 
important pe rson such as he i~ n t'<"d, 10 

CJ't•ak voluminous catbon m11ls jenin1c 
to global conferenct•s to teU eyery,,ne 

of his concerns, so that _you will u m7:1; 
about rllem. Canadiao journali&r. Judi 
McLeod 11QtP~ that Core is acquiring 
wealth very nicdy from all thi;.. She 
wrote i u 2007: 'Gore ht(l)S his cm·bun 
1!/j:set from him.re(/ - the Genemtirm 
Investment A'lanagement LLJF 1d1id1 is 

,m independent private ow1ur-managed 
partnership eJ'fabhihed in 2 004 with 
offices in London and ffro . .;hington DC 
<!/ wli£dz Core 'is both chairman and 

.founding parlner:1 Le,iving giant carbon · 
foocpriurs around 1he t!lob e, whi.le 

o ther~ l<lse money in s toc k marke t 
crasl1es, Gore can glow inwardly as 
he cou11ts his greenbacks in bet\V(•<.111 
apocalyptic pcrorati(ms. 

Not so we ll knowll i~ tht> other 

tigu re oJ this clynamic ec:ological duo 
- Maurice Strong - the Canadian-born 
advisor of presidents. prime ministers 

aud powerful corporatio ns. He ltas 
bee n called d1t> ' t1 ltirnatt' inside r· and 
rather than become a politician, he 
prefer, to influence the m. He was bom 
in Ma11i1oba in\!)::!~! anJ 11•as greatly 

affected by the Depre, sion and wa,; 
co1winced. like U1any of his era, that 

socialism \\·as the an,\\ er. Bui unli.ke 
a true sociali~t. he vowed ne ver to ht' 
poor and he certai11l) uever has beeu. 
Strong quickJy showed :u.1 extraorcli11ai-:i, 
apt itude for busi.ness. By 19, he was an 
investment analyst. At 25 he was the 
vire president of Dome .Petroleum. At 
31 he became the president of Power 

By Wanda Skowronska 

Corporaliun of Canada. He has headed 
both Petro Caoada and Hydro CanadiL 

He has combined his pe rsonal 
wealth-making with e n vironmental 
concerns. He has be~~n chair of the 
Earth Council, World Rewurces 
Jnstitutt\ foundation director of the 
\Vnrld Economic Forum, senior advisor 
to the l'r(•~ident of the World B.mk and 
to ~ufi Annan f al~o i 11fluenci11g the 
app,1intnwnt of the current L l'i h'-'ad I, 
1m·mbrr of the l11t,•rnational Lns titt1te 
fur Sustainable Oc velnpnH'nt. th e 
::.tuckholrn Environment Institute. tl1e 

Cosmos Corporation. tlie China CarboJ1 
Corpo ration and is honorary professor 
at Beijiug University.2 

Strong·s political, e nvironme ntal an•d 
business interests span the globe. His 
cause is nothing Jes, tban to ·save the 
planet" fro m o ve ru se nf its rl'~ources 
- and to force you to do it - /1i,r way. 
He was a chief archite ct of thl' Kyot.o 
Protocol along with MikJ1aiJ Corbachev, 

a reconstructed sodalist greeJ1ie. wh-o 
along with Strong. would like to se e 

THE MEDIEVAL 
WARMING [I] 

Hubert H. Lamb [Climate, History 
and the Modem World, London. 

Routeledge, 1982, p.172] notes, 
'[w]here there is no reasonable 
doubt is that. over the next three to 
four centuries, [after A.O. 800] ... we 
see that the climate was warming 
up, until there came a time when 
cultivation limits were higher up on 
the hills than they have ever been 
since ..•. Certainly the upper tree 
line in parts of Central Europe was 
100 to 200 meters higher than it 
became by the seventeenth century. 
... On the heights in California, the 
tree ring record indicates that there 
was a sharp maximum of warmth, 
much as in Europe, between A.O. 
11.00 and 1300.' . 
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the weste rn world's demise. l n the 
rneantime, Strong profits amply from 
his ctu~ading, having once said ht" 
was a ·~ocialist ill ideology, .a eapitalis1 
in methodology', whic h might be 
comrad inor_v for some, bur not for 
Strong.. If he can make a quick g reen 
buck, he will. As he pleadi- for ast:eti<· 
living [mainly from you], fw i, the 
ultimate jetsetter with all lhe unascetit' 
features this life~t_yle b riogs. He has 
positioned himself lucraci vely o n the 
board of director, o f the Chicago 
Cl.imate Exchange, which. a;; \ViJJpedia 
points ouc. is the wnrld's first ancl 
North America·s onl}' legally b inding 

greenhouse gas emission r eduction 
sy~te m for projects in North Ame rica 
anJ Brazil. Strong also is a partner 
in lJS company call,!d Visiona ry 
Veliides, focused o n importing cheaply 

pr!>duced Chinese c,1rs to tht• US, 
which would seriously affect American 
rar production. and might help destroy 
it, though it would not dent Strong's 
profits.1 

Strong ,1lso has bee n a CEO of 
Canada·" largest s hi ppiug; company 
- Canada Ste.imship Lin es - owned 
by tht' family of the former Can,idia.u 
Prime Min ister Paul Martin, who m 
Strong helped get to power. The irony 
is rhar thi;: company - ope rating 37 
b ulk carriers a round the world, with 
offict•s including Boston, Willnipeg, 
Halifax, Singapore and Sydney - has 
greatly i11creased its flt>et operations 
and conseq uently its CO2 emissions.'' 
Strong ha s never b een penurbed by 
this - why wou.ld he be? Just be assnl'ed 
that he is cheering you all the way to 
the .bank as you pay your government 
carbon taxes. 

This inde fati gable internationalist 
has had a profouud influence on 
the rise of global environmentalism. 
It a.II staried in 1947 whe11, at age 
18, recommeuded by t he i.ufluential • 
Ril:hardson family, he went. to New 



York to take a dcrk"s job at the IJniLecl 
Nations. At this time he- first met 
David Hodefeller and leal'llcd how, 
among other thinss, the UN'~ fnods 

were handled by Rockefeller\ Chase• 
\'lanhauan Bank. He also met thl' 
other Rockefeller brothers. as well 
as other i11fluential p<.'ople, including 
Rockefeller' s lawyer John J. i\kCloy. 
who .1.Jelpcd ~el up thl' Wnrld Bauk 
,rnd "as its first Prcsidcm. Through the 
World Bank.. Strong canie lo know the 
former World Bank head, Australian 
Jim Wolfenson. who has been a lifelong 
powerful ally. 

AfLer iul-reasing participation in 
UN committees, Strong was asked to 
dir1:ct th<' first UN Barth Summit in 
Swckholm in 1972, which bad profound 
sie;nificance at the time, though most of 
us would not have 1101ked it. le laid the 
groundwork for ftrndarra•ntal political 
policies today. Strong himself said that 
this ronfet'l'IICC ' . iaJ·titutiona!i:ud tire 
environment as a legitimate co11cern <!l 
governmenr'°and it l'~tablished NCOs 
luon government organisations) as 1he 
instruments through which government 
could push its agenda. wichout appearing: 
Lo. Strong influe11ced the Canadian 
gov<•rnmenc to fund NCOs from 
various countries. symparhetic to hi~ 
views .. to auend this ('onf'erence, which 
gave the impressio n of broad public 
panicipation. But in face. only those 
personally ~elected by Strong received 
fuuding. 111e primary outcome of thi~ 
confe1·<.>11ce was a rcc·om mendation co 
{'J'tiau· the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP) wbid1 became a 
rcali1y in 197:3 with Mam·ice Strong as 
its first E.~ecutive Direc101: 

After the Stodholm suc-tess. Strong 
5oon became viet·-prc>sident of ,he 
\Vol'ld Wildlife Fund (WWF). and in 
I 98~ waF appoinrcd to the UN World 
Commission on Ell\·iron1nenl anJ 
Development. headeJ by Gro llarlc 10 
Bnrndtland, a l~o vice-presideot of rhe 
World Socialist Parc_v l and now Climate 
Envoy for UN Secretar} General Ban 
Ki-moon], He Kas u key player in 
the UN lntt>rgov1.<rnmental Pau<•I for 
C!imace Chang(•, which produce~ global 
assessments of dim ace change acc::ept('d 
as 'dogma• by the scicntitic community.' 
In 198 6, Strong pro_posf..'r:l another 

i:onference 011 cbe euvironmenL 10 mark 
lhe 20th anniversaq of EarLh Summit. 
.Brazil was chost•n ( where. iucidt>mall)·· 

THE MEDIEVAL. 
WARMING [II] 

We have known for a long 
time that the world had very 

favourable weather during tt\e 
medieval period, from perhaps 900 
to 1300_ The period is known to 
history as the Medieval Warming 
or the Little Climate Optimum. (The 
much-warmer and longer Holocene 
Climate Optimum occurred between 
5.000 and 9,000 years ago.) 

Many of the castles anid 
cathedrals of Europe were bu ilt 
during the Medieval Warming, 
indicating good crops, ample food 
supplies, and enough off-farm labor 
to undertake major constructio,n 
projects. 

Norse sagas and written record!s 
tell us it was during this warm period 
that the Norse colonized Greenland. 
The colonists supported themselve,s 
by catching codfish and hunting sealls 
in ice-free seas that later became 
choked with ice. and pasturing cattle 
at sites that then became frozen 
tundra for five hundred years. 

• Unstoppable Global Wam1Jna, S. Fred 
Singer. Dennis T. Avery, Rowman and 

Littlefield, 2008. p.46. 

Strong has had signifieam land 
holdings). and thus came about the 1992 
Rio Conference. which haJ the largest 
group of NCOs ever a~st·mbled for any 
conference, and even hroughc w urld 
leadt'rs such as Ccorge Bush senior and 
Fidd Castro together in. one place. 

The Rio conference focused on 
notions of global govemance, resource 

con servation and tbe redisrribu 1ion 
or wealth. Here, Strong enthus('d, 
was a cause to unice all political and 
religious leaders. A ·common statcml'nt' 
was needed, and so the Earth Charter 
was form ulatcd, whose rhapsodic 
statements about protec ting t.he eanh. 
arc a new ·consci tut io11 · for the world. 
However. beneath its velvet g1·een 
glove, is an iron socialise fisl. seeking 
global accepta11c-e, by force if necessary, 
of its universalist Charter. It consi~c~ 
of ·environmental commandments.' of 
which Saong says, 

'!be real goal uf 1hc Earth Charter 
i~ that it will in fact become like 1hl' 
'Jh, Command,0~111s. like the Uninil'\':11 
D('clara1jon ofHr11nan Right•." 
The push for its global acceptance 

nf this drnrter has be-en unceasing, 
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drawing most 1·nvironmental groups 
into its vortex. You can't n•ally be a 
true-blue greenie if you don·t assent 
to thr ~llrth Charte r. AnJ grePnir 
lf>aflet you are handed .,.. ill have a 

long paper trail back to the Chartet'. 
l\1loreovcr. the infrastructure of the 
world"s cln1rches is idcal for spreadinl,! 
its message - for make 110 mistake, to 

have all re ligious groups of the world 
accept it. is part of the Eal'th Cltarter 
game- pla11. lrs language is so vague 
and overflowing witlt gush that naiVl' 
Chris tians, soml' Cathobcs among 
chem, fall for statements such a~ " ... a 
com111Q11 de.rtin!J beckon•· w· to see!.· a new 

beginni11g. .. th1:r requires a change of mind 
and heart ... rL'e must imaginotiud.!J develop 
and apply the vision ef a .ru.rtainable u·ay 
ef lfe locally, nationa!(IJ, regional.I.!; and 
global(y". TIH'Y are sitting duel.., not 
to see the 1·ontracl ictions in its call for 
·1oleranc·e· for all, lyiug alongside ics 
intolerance of Judeo-Christian morality; 
the contl'adiccion between its advocac~· 
of life and sirnultaneou~ advocac~ for 
population control and hence abortkm. 
The Earth Charier principlt>~ are 
intended co override any parcicular 
religious view, especial!~· Catholic 
teachings on contracc-pdnn. abortion. 
euthannsia a11d hot110H•,oalin. 

1f anyone doubts that soml' Catholics 
have falleu for the £arch Charter, they 
need go no further than rhe F,co-Justice 
link on the Edmund Rice Gemre whicb 
states: 

The Earth Ch,iner is a declaration 

of fundam,·ntal prinl'iples for a just. 
sustainable and p<'~C~•fnl global sot·ieiy 
in tbe 2 bt <-cntury. The Edmund 

Hi<-e C<>mrc ha;: joined thousands of 
organi,atic,n, throughout 1hr world in 

adoplinp. allll implementiu(( the Earth 
Charter. Jnd your sc-hc,nl c-an do tlH: 
Salllt'." 

Of course everyone would like a 'just 
sustainable and peaceful global society~ 
ju~t like Lenin said he wanted justice 
for the workers, but such aims dep1:11d 
on yonr fundamental vision of human 
pt>r<on, the ends of life·, and the mcam 
you use to implement them. Of course 
justice, moderation and solar panels 
a re nice word~. Bu1 the Eanh Charter 
supports population control as parr of 
i1s •just sustainable· vision, \\bidi means 
100 111a11y people spoil the pla11e1. It 
proclaims ' reproductive rights' - cod(' 
for abortion - very unjust for unborn 
children. 



ln the spirit of the .Earth Charte r, 
Australian Professor Barry Walte rs, 

writing in the Me dical Journal of 
Australia, would like us all to emulate 
China' s chi.Id reduction policies. He 
would like Australia11 couples to pay a 

$5.000 levy 011 each child and an annual 
carbon tax of $800 per child.' This line 
of thought also runs through Professor 
David Benatar's receot hook BellerNe:uer 

ro haue Been Born (2007} published b_y 
no less than Ox.ford Oniversity Press. As 
Mark Steyn says of this attitude: 

We are tlw pollntio n, and 
sterilization is tbe, , olution. Tht> bes1 
way to beqt1eath a mo re su~tainable 
l'nvironml'nt to our d,ilclrt•n i;; 1101 to 

have any." 

In reality, the greates t ecological 
crisis facing humanity, is that of 
abortioll - for we are killing member~ 

of our own species as neve r before and 
turning away from the reality. However. 
this is not a part of Crc·enPoJitik. 
which has infiltrated some chnrch 
groups so deeµl_y that it would take 
the intestinal fortitude of a St Thomas 

More and a Von Galen to withdraw 
from its intoxicating social cachet. How 

many times d oes it need to b e seated 
- t/u; £arth. Charter awl Catholicism are 

incompatible? How many times does it 
need to be stated ~ one can lii:e modestly, 
and respect crerllirm, without being a 
pol-iticial g r1:e11ie? Benedictine monks 
were doing it a long time ago. 

Strong is a global player a11d 
relenrlessly pushes h is environmental 
agenda in po litic-al and relig ious 
circles. In Canadian TV's recent Life 
and Times program, Valdimir Pu i.in is 
shown gree ting a line of guests and 
in the que ue is .Maurice Strong. After 
brief handshakes with his guests, Pmin 
stops and spends au inordioately long 
time talking to Strong. evide ntly an old 
huddy. before he moves on. However, 

one doe~ not uced to see him greet 
world leaders to g rasp his innuence. 
Any ch urch group or school which 
support~ the Earth Charter is doing 
Strong's biddi.t11! \,·itom eve11 knowing 
his name. 

In the m eantime_ .Mothe r Nature i s 

challenging GreenPolitik iu unpleasant 
ways. In Minnesota during Earth week, 
the weather actually misbe haYed and 
up,et organisers. The local newspapr r 
reponed: 

T'he S1.. Peter Food Co-op rried 
to be nice to Mo the r Earth_ but she 

The Burde1n of Carrying 
thei Keys 

I DO NOT deny that I am guilty, for I see my torpor and my negligence. 
Perhaps my very recognition of failure will win me pard0n from a 

sympathetic judge. When I lived in a monastic community I was able to keep 
my tongue from idle topics and to devote my mind almost continually to the 
discipline of prayer. Since taking on my shoulders the burden of pastoral 
care, I have been unable to keep steadily recollected because my mind is 
distracted by many responsibilities. 

I am forced to consider questions affecting churches and monasteries 
and often I must judge the lives and actions of individuals: at one moment 
I am forced to take part in certain civil affairs, next I must worry over the 
incursions of barbarians and fear the wolves who menace the flock entrusted 
to my care; now I must accept political responsibility in order to give support 
to those who preserve the rule of law; now I must bear patiently the vlllainies 
of brigands. and then I must confront them, yet in all charity. 

- Pope Gregory lhe Great [AD 590-G04]. Homily on the Book of Ezekiel l,ii. 4-6. 

wasn't nice ba<·k. The f(roup', firsr 
Pr<w.-ssion of the Speci,:,s Earth Day 
paJ"adl· h ,1d to be postpon;:d afte r 
organizcJ's were greeted with a coating 
of snow, high wind~ and 1emperatul'es 
hovering near freezing SaturdaJ 
morning. '° 

Unseasonal weathel' has also eauseJ 

dismay elsewhere. Australia's 'Lithgow 
Mercm;,l of August 8, 2008 reported 
that the global warming relay planned 
by the Get Up! Climate change lobby 

Human beings 
the Problem? 

Don't bring any mor.e humans 
into being.' So begins Paul 

Watson's Ten Commandments. 
A founder of Greenpeace and 
a director of the Sierra Club. 
Watson believes ' earthworms 
are far more valuable than 
people' and the ' world will be 
a much nicer place without us.' 
The pioneer of tree-spiking 
showed no repentance after 
a spike maimed a mill worker. 
' Those loggers don't give a 
damn for future generations, ' 
Watson remarked, 'and if they 
don't have any compassion 
for the future, I don't have any 
compassion for them' . 

- Daniel J, Flynn, lntel/ecrua/ Morons: 
How ideology makes Smalt People fall 

for Stupid Ideas, Crown Forum New 
York, 2004, p.57 
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ran into problems when few t·urned up. 
due to the unusually St've re <'hill. Only a 
few stalwarts iu thick coats, scarves and 

woollen hats were able to delive r die 
alarming global warming message - to 
even fewer shivering listencrs.H 1-'crhaps 
l\fo ther Earth's inpu I will challen1;e us 

all in time., w if11 some inconve nient 
truths about the climate - one being that 
the planet will not b e.have as we want, 
nor will it be ~aved by us. The Creator 
of the ecology is in control of every 
climate ehangP and Hjs Son. who left his 

footprints on eanh, is the On.ly One who 
has really saved us from ou1·sdvcs. 

1. hcc1J: / w ,1·,\ t:~11.1d,,frl'ep1•c:;~.l~,-.t,,1/ 20U7/ (.'u,·._,ro3 J3G:'. 
lmu 

., l 11fo1·1.-i:lt10 n L,1kt:n ln-,m.. 
hup: c•11.,,·ikip(•,t_i-3.uf~/ wikit ~l:n_11·it"C_:::,,rllll!f 

3, 11 r I JJ : I w \\ \ \' . ,J ,. t u t' '\ s • C O m I 2 (i O 5 / 
uuco~iu.:.itlt•r/050 1/ 01 , AO 1-474.)5.Jirm 

4, \ lt,d 1 ,1f chii- .infoc·r,1:.1io n ('rnrt,~ from .ludr ~k L~od'.5 
l!ltidi! or FL·h i.:;. :W08. ~ue~ Mot.li~r :N,1turc !\"1.:'\'('_r 

h• tp :/ 1-w \vw, ("O:. r'l adafrc ,:prc$1',com/ i11de ,;_ ph p/ 
:m.it.'.k-1 J ~8~ 

5. h 1 1 p: / / ww W - <i u 11d ra 11 1 , o rg . a u I m :3 g a zi 11 ,· / 

i~~ut.•l 2008/ •t =; I / t.he-futilc-qu~i<t•for-dimatt••roi,crol 
G. TI·,.,. [a1·1h Ch:11·r("r Ctmtpai~n. ··tnteniew: MaLirlc:t.: 

Stt l)tl~ UIJ ~i -~\·i ,p.le"!; r~uth Ch.,rccr·~, -~1:Jrc-h ,:;, 19!)8 
Imp: / www.<.•;H1hd1,111e,~1,.1rg,'we!t--c.me /m:nn11tg:.htm 

7. h t t p : I I w \\' w . e r <> - o r ~ . ,I u / i n d 1.~ ~x . 
php'?rnnd 11lf•= p.t~y 1.11:1;o.11•r&:.PAC £_usc ,·_vp- ,·it•w _ 
p.1gc&l'AC E_icl= I :l&.l\fM N_p-osirion= l :1: 13 

8. !u t p:/ 1 \~"WW.llt"W<. ~OHi-;1 u/ ,!Hon· / 0.23599. 22 89 ti3 :3 4. 
2,00.tmnl -

9. hup:/ / www.Q<·1-..;·1=i:-.1i:·r.(."t,t111opi11 io1 i/ d 1ild-bi1th-hurnt"• 
les.i;.- l9 42.l 17~.vc•,1f-Jwn,;,cnt 

10. 1mp:J rimbh1ir.11e.1 .,.,/ i,,de~.php1 ,1 ,_.blof.!./2{'A:l8/ 04/ 
1 l. hctp://li1 b~c)W,)'<>urg11 id t .{'ou1.;1 t1/ news/ h,ca.J, nN~ s / 

g,•JH.'ral 1on-1.:o lll-fo1·-~lob;1.l~w,1nni11£!"•relay/ 12477'53. 
aspx 

\VA:\1U\ St..o \\'ttnNS"'-A i1t a reg:istere.d psychoJogist 
\'io'ho works all il counsellor i11 i1111er city schools • 
in Sydm-y, s 1o~ ha, done voluntary W O l'k for 
the• Catholic pro life or@l.lJlisa1ion Hnman Li fi, 
lnrcnrntio11al. 



Fosterill{( Alliances 

EVANGELIC_A~ 
PROTESTANTS DISCOVER 

OUR LADY 

T AR'l'TNG wit h the ir opposition 

to abortion access, Catho l ic$ and 

e vangelical C hristians lrn\'e a lot in 
common politically. But thc-y s lill 

differ tlram atieally in their t h eolo1::-1· 
and t!Vt' ryday worship pranice,;. and 

1,::11---...:~ that i!: nowh ere more apparent chan 
in their rt'Vt'l"t't1ce. fCtr Mary. tht' mother of Jcsm,. 

Among Catholies, the roll:' o f th t:> Virgin hai,; 
lraditionally Ll"'e11 central. among ev:mgelica.ls almost 
11 0 11e xi slen l. ;-.J°ow cv angelicals a re redi ~t·overi n g 

Ivla t). write-:; Tim Perry, who teaches theology at 

Provide-nee- College ,md St"minary in Manitoba. for 

n:'arnns b oth devotional and theo lo~ieal. ... 

Some o f the t:merg;iog d ia logue betwcc-n Catholics 

and evangelicals ove r Ma,y be t·ame posi.ihle- b ecause 
,)f a 111:!w receptfrity resulting from v11 hat has been 

called the ··eem1wni:-111 of the trend1c-s.:· Pc-rry writes. 
Shared concenu: over Roe r.•. /fade and ·•fu rd1e r 
L't hil"al challenges po~t"d b~· <lev•C'lop n1<.•nt~ in 
biotechnology, t'mhryology, a11d i:i;erontology" have 
fo~tered alliancc8 that pre, ionsly did no t e:,,. ist. 

Moreo\'e r. h e rnntt'11ds, evangdicals' com mitment 

ro ecumenism regarding Mary i~ noi- optional. hut 
rather ·a gospel imperative." Evangelicals must 
ac-knowledgc a certain ~p 1•(·ia l s tat us for Mary 

becausl'. cp1ite 5imply. the Bible docs. 

- ·[ v;in/.!<'liuil, ,md ~Jary,' by Tilll p,.,-t:,. Thwl"zy 7i,da:y. ~1:011 q11,JL~d i11 

77u· If iiwn f,hu,1mil/• Summer 2008. pp.8 l-X2. 
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CATHOLIC H ISTORY 

Defenders ef the Pope and ~ftlie Church:r Fr.eedom 1506-2009 

PONTIFICAL SWISS GUARDS 

N May 6. in the 
c-ourryard of the 
Vaticau Apostolic 
Pala<'<'. rhirty-two 
11<'\\ recruit, wert> 
added tu the ra11ks of 

~,;;c,-- .::u•• the Pontifical Swiss 
Guard. at present led b)' Commander 
Daui('I Amip;. \lay 6 is the traditional 
sweari11~-in da) for new guards because 
011 that d.!.\' in 1527. 0 11e hundred and 
fom -,e, en Swiss Guard lost their lives 
during the sack of Rome. protecting 
Pope Clt"ment VII and 1he Church from 
the onsl.!.ugln of Emperor Charles V's 
mercenaries. 

The swearing-in ceremony included 
a 7\Jass for the recruits ~nd their 
families. celebrated by Cardinal Tarcisio 
Bertone. t ht> Pope's secretary f>f state, 
in St. Pcter's Basilica. The, swearing-in 
ceremony took place iu the prcscnee of 
mcmhers of die Roruau Curia, members 
of tlw Diplomatic Corps accredited to 
thf" Holy See, and civil and religious · 
,1uchorities from Switz<.>rland, induding 
Major-General A.ndrt· Blauman. the new 
rommander-i11-chief of the S\\iss am1ed 
forces. 

Nor many of the visitor,, to Rome who 
pose for a photograph in front of the 
Swiss soldiers on guard at the gates of 
\'atican City are familiar with the history 
of tht'Se troops who take an oath of 
lo) alt)- to tlw Pope. 

To know more we must go back 
to tht• pe-riod <Jf the Renaissallc(, and 
discover tlH' motive~ that in 1506 
cau,ed Po)Jt' Julius II co invite to Rome 
tiH' Helvetia11 ,ul<lit."r~. renowned for 
their <"Ouragl'. nuble ,eut iments an<l 
loyalty. Man) cemurie~ earlier the great 
Lalin historian Tacirns had said : "The 
lielve tians [Swis~l are a people of 
warriors. famous for tl1t· valour of their 
soldiers." This is why the Swiss Cantons, 
as allies first \\ith one ~ide and then with 
another, played such an important role in 
the histo1y of European politics. 

lu fact as allic~ of Pope Julius TI in 
1512 they hdprd to ~hapc Italy's destiniy 
and were- grnmcd by th<• Pope the litle of 
"'Ddenders of the Church's freedom·: 

T n those timt'.s, when to be a 
mercenary soldier wag a c:ommonpla<·e 
ocrupation, there lived a peopJ,., of 
warriors in the very heart of the Alps. 
TJ\e firs1 Swiss Cantons ha<l about 
500.000 inhabitants and formed an 
overpopulated country, where, because 
of the precarious economic conditions of 
the times.. there was much poverty. ·nlcre 
was nu cho ice but 10 emigrate and o ne 
of the mo~1 proliiable jobs was that of a 
mercenary soldier abroad. 

The Swiss Guards 
in the Vatican: 

Jannary 22nd. 1506, is the offieial 
date of birth uf' rhc Pon1ifieal Swiss 
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Guard. beeause on that day. tuwards 
the evening, a group of one hundred 
and fifty Swiss soldiers c.:ommandcd by 
Captain Kasparvon Silenen, of Can con 
Uri. passed through the Porta <lei Popolo 
and proceeded through the centre of 
Rome and cn1e red the Vatican for the 
first time. where they were blessed 
by Pope Julius II. The prelate Johann 
Burchard o f Strasbourg, Master of 
Poutifical Ceremo nies at that rime. and 
author of a famous chronicle. noted the 
evem i.11 bis diary. 

Jn actual fact, Popi: Sixws IV had 
UJade a previous allianet· in I 497 with 
the Coofederatt:s, which foresaw the 
po~sibility of recruiting 11wrce11aries, 
and be had barrack.~ built for 1hem near 
where there is, ~till today, the small 
Chu.rch of Sc Pe!legl'iuo. i11 Vi;1 Pellegrino 
i.11 Vatican Citv. 

The Sack 
of Rome: 

On thf' morninp: of Ma_v 6th. 1527. 
from his headquaners set up in SL 
Onofrio's Convent on the Gianicolo 
hill. Captain Cenf:'1·al Bourbon. leading 
Spanish merer-narks. launched a series 
of attacks 011 Home. During one of them, 
at the Torrione Carr, while leading the 
assault of the- wall~. he himself was 
mortally wounded. After just a moment's 
he$itation, the mercenaries broke 
through the Torri.one Gate, while the 
Cemian lan.r'1ucners fmemmary pikemen! 
invaded the road of Ba rgo Santo Spirito 
and St. Peter\. 

The Swiss Guard, standing tim1 at the 
foot of the obelisk (now in St. Pe ter"s 
Square, but then near the Cermau 
cemetcr v within the Vatican close tO 

the Basilica). together with the f<:>w 
remnants of the Romau troops, resisted 
desperately. llu:ir Captain, Kaspar Roist, 
was wounded. and law r killed by the 
Spaniards in his qnari c-rs in frolll ()f bis , 
wife, Elizabeth Klingler. Of th~~ 189 Swiss 
Guards, only 42 survived, tlrn ones who, 



when all wa~ lo&t. under thC' rnmmand of 
Hercules Coldli. guardl.'d Clement VIrs 
retreat to sal'c1y in Castel Sant'Angelo. 
Th<' r·est (ell gloriou$l)', mas~acred 
together with two hund r<·d fugitives. on 
Lhe steps of du.• High Altar in St. Peter's 
B:1silira. 

Pope Clemenc VII aud his rr maining 
survi\·ing Swi~s guard were able to 

escape 10 safety. thanks co the ~Pas~euo·: 
a sec.n ·t passageway whicl1 Pope 
Alen nd<"r VJ had buiiL aloue; thl' top of 
thC' wall connecting the· Vatic.111 w Castel 
Sant'Angelo. 

The 5avage horde fo r eight days 
commitrecl evf!ry son of violence. the~. 
sacrilege' and massane - none of whd, 
was imcnded by the Empero,~ and whil'h 
his generals were powerles, to prrvem. 
J::ven the tombs of the Pope~. indurlin:.i; 
Lhat of Julius IL. we!'l' viulate<l in ,eard1 
nf spoils. Twelvr tho11sand wel'e killed 
and the booty was ren mill ion ducm~. 

All chat happt>ned cannu t rf'.a ll~
bc regarded with surprisP becau~e 
the imperial army and in p:m icula 1· 
r r11ndsherg's Luthe ran lm1.rqur11e1s. 
ll'<'re animated b_v a \·ioleot spirit of 

crusade against the Pope. In fro111 of 
Castel Sant'Angelo. whcrt.• 1he Pope 
had recreated. a parnd)· of a r<.'li ,e;ious 
procession was· set up. iu whic-h Clement 
I\ a~ asked to cede rhe sai l~ aud oar~ 
of th e -~a1iec:l!a·· (Peler's barque) to 
L11tl1t:r. and rhe angry ~oltlit•ry shouted 
--viva1 Lmherus pomifc..: !" {Lo ng 'Jive 
L111her. PoutilT!) 1l1e name of Luther \\as 
incist'd wicb the tip of a swor<.I acroi<~ rhe 
pa.i.,1Ling of the •'Di,putl' of d1L' Mo~, Holy 
Sacrament" ia the Rooms of Raffat'llo. 
out of di~dain. while on another wall .u 

s,-affito hailed Charles V. el.llperor. 
Conci~e and exact was the d!•scripcion 

given by 1he Prior of d1C• Canons of Sc. 
Augustine at that time: "'l\la!i fuerc 
Cnmani. pejorcs lt.tli, Hispani n-ro 
pessimi.tt (The Ct"rmans wen.- bad. 1hr 
Italians were worse, the SpaJ1iards were 
the worst.) 

Beside~ the irreplaceable dam:.p:f' of 
the destrunion of the rl!lie~. d uring the 
Sack of Rome. inestiu1ahk art treasures. 
namel_y the greacer pan of' thr Church's 
fineM arti~au-ruade gold and silver· w:1re, 
wa6 lost forevPr. 

Snurc,-: ZEN IT ln1e111<11ion•I Catholic N•'"•><·rvi<-.-. 
And 11,e 1<rl,,.:ii.- uf \ ·a1ic•n City: lu1p:i:'www. 
v-a1ican,\·a, rnman_t·u1i :i inde-x.htm. /\'ott• lhat rh~ 
Swi•, Gnard; ar>· iodndccl undr r rlu• h1•Jdi1111 nl' rhe 
ltoman Curia. 

DONA'TIONS RECEIVED 
FROIW 17/12/08 - 18/12/08 

Our sincerest thanks to the many subscribers to 
Annals Australia, who very generously send a small dona.lion 
along with their annual renewal - this assists in defraying the 

heavy costs incurred in producing our magazine. 
- Editor, Annals 
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ETHICS 

World Health Body guidelines to UN member states 

require nations to collect faulty data 

FUDGING NUMB:ERS 
ON MATERNAL MORTALITY 

By Susan Yoshihara, Ph.D 

A
NEWLY released research paper identifies structural flaws in United Nations (UN) data 
collection and analysis of ?lobal 1~1~cernal h eal_th. fi.ndi1_1 g rhiat UN m~ternal health policie~ 
based on the bad data arc 1eopanbzmg womeu s health m die developwg world. 

'The paper~ "_Removing tbe H.oadblocks from Achieving l\•[DG 5 by Improving the Data on 
Marernal Monaliry," by 0 01111a Harrison, M.D., was published by the International Organizations 
Research Croup (TORG). JORC is a division of C-fA.,\il, publisher of the Friday Fax. The paper 
shows how the World Heahh Organization"s (WHO) guidelines to UN member states reqnire 
nations to collect faulty data while at the same time prt>ssuring them to enact UN policies such as 
libt>ralizing abortion laws based on that data. 

Harrison finds tliat the WHO"s Reproductive Health lndicarnrs arc flawed b<.'causc of "quasi
legal, rather than sciemilically-hased definitions used to defi11e ma1:ernal health.~ Specifically, she 
examines \VHO documents that equate "safe ahonion" to legal abonio n, and "unsafe abori-ion" to 
iJJegal abortion. Hanison oaid that even pro-abortion groups have t:aken 'w'HO to task for its faulty 
deftnitious. She gives the example of l\farie St0pes International, which claims rhat the abortions it 
performs i11 countries where it is illegal, are safe. 

WHO definition~ also create confusio11 about the true number of deaths anrihulahle lO 

abortion. Harrison argues. Tbis is because WHO g uidelines require hospitals to count deaths 
from miscarriages (spontaneolls abortions) in calculating maternal mortality, but not d eaths from 
planned abortions. Maternal deaths due co planned, induced abort.io n are therefore not required 
to he recorded in government statistics. and the extent to whiC"h such abortions harm wo men is 
impossible to measure. 

Despite thi~ face, WHO is promoting planned abortion a~ a way to improve rnatemul health. 
Citing WHO·s 2006 report ·'Sexual and Reproductive. Health: Laying tlie Foundation for a i\fore 
Ju~t World through Research and Action:' Harri~on says that "the report de tails its exte nsive 
re search and promotion of che111ical or medical abortions in developing countries using 
mifeprisrone and misuprostul an<l manual vacuum aspirators. a technique used by some to perform 
abortions in countries where the pracLice is illegal undc1· the auspices of 'fertility rrg11 lation.' _ 
Without accurate data collection and analysis, the effects of such cha11ges are often not perceived 
until years after damage has been done and may oot be reversible a1t 1J1at late point.'" 

Harrison quores WIIO researche rs who admjt to ""adjusting the data"' up to 50 perce,lll. based 
upon what tliey ''•expect to find" in order ~to mak.e the numbers turn o ut right:" To i.1.11.prove WHO 
stat istics and policies Harrison offers several policy recommendatior)s, iacludiog the c0Hec1:io11 of 
data "for aU pregnant:y outcomes;"' separating the-data on miscarriages and induced termination, 
and refining the defi11ition of "induced abortion" tO clistinguish 01mo ng terminations medically 
necessary to save the life of the mothm; voluntary terminations p-erformed in the h ospital, and 
volumary terminations perfonned in an olllpatiem setting. 

Tf WHO does not improve what one World 8a,1k researche r" calls "'tortuous statistical techniques 
and educated guessing," Harrison concludes, "policy decisions will be founded on political 
a~s111nprions, rather c.han sciemific fact.·· 

- Suurct, Imp, ,1w\\,c-fam.org/ publica1ious/ id. I I 60/ p,.b_d<'tail.asp Copyright 2008 © C~tholit· Family and Human 
Ri[!lm lrn;citu te 
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LEARNING FROM THE F•AsT 

An examination <?f the reasons why, and the way in which, Power grows in society 

DE JOUVENAL ON POWER 

0/\1 E eultur:-al historian 
of the fu ture, some 
futu re Gibhon. will 
record the dedine 
and fo ll of a once 
g reat nation. h ow 
it lost coutan with 

its founding dn\:Um~nrs amJ ,1 ith the 
spiritual traditions which animated its 
growth and how it succumbed to tht
siren song of a rharismatic leader who 
led it to its dissolution in a visionary 

inuhj-cultural. universal democracy. 
As our nation face s a questionable 

fmure, we may turn Lo the past rn 
determ ine io its light what the f11rnre 
portents. Yrt as rnme wag: 011cc put iL 

"The only 1hir1g "c learn rrorn L11t• past 
is that nobody l<.'arns from the pas1:· 
An often neglected cultura l h_istorian 
is Bt•rtrand d e Jouvt>r1:tl. IJis work.. On 
Power: Its ./\'ature and th f' Hi.rto,:v '!l Its 
Crowt/1,' re mains rimely althou~h it 
was written more rhan 60 ,Yt'a1·s ago. 
Written during the dark <lay~ of thP 
Nazi occupation of France, Lh~ hook wa~ 

published at firs1 opponunity in 1945 
anct appeaJ'ed in Engli~h translation five 
yt.>ars later. Up againsl Lhe raw power of 
the German occupation, de Jou venal. 
cJ1e philosopher and historian, was lr d 
10 reflect on 1he nature of power in 
the ab~tract. He set o u1 10 rxamiue the 

reasons wh)' and the way in whid1 Power 
grow, in sot:iety. As he uses the word. 
'· Power" is always capitalized; it may 
,tand for authority, the ruler. or simply 

the drive for dominanre. 
On P(Jtnr can be read at different 

le\·e ls, as hiswry. a~ prophecy. as 
politic.:al theorJ. Pien·e Manem speaks of 
de Jo u\'rnars ··meJanchuly liberalism.~ 

Given de Jouveual\ sweeping comma11t.l 
of history, he can makt, a case for every 
judgnw111 or argument he advances in 
the hook by citing nunwrous historical 
examples in support, yet his experience 
of Hider's rise to power in the I 930s 
l'annot be disco u11tc-d as a colouring 

By Jude P. Dougherty 

for-ror. The book is a call fol' repealed 
stock taki11g, for an exte11dcrl stTutiny of 
every new proposal that would extend 
the power of tl1e state. Do not lealP imo 
the dark. he cautions his countrymen at 
war's end: beware o l' letting -necessity.
the tyrant's plea. ha\·e its way. 

PoLiti<:s arc about Power, he.: te lls us. 
"h is in the pursuit of Utopia that tlw 
a~grandizers of state power fi11d their 
mos1 effectiH: ally. Only an immensely 
po werful appararus can Jo all that 
the preac hers of panacea govt'l'n ment 
promise."'2 De Jouvenal beli<'V<·~ that 
his tory ~hows t hat the acceptant·c of 
all-embracing srate authorit~ is Ja..rgely 
due 10 tht• fatigue and dt:~pair b rought 
about hy war or economic disorder. 
The European may say that libc-rty is 
the most prcdous of all things. yt•t as 
rhe expeiieucc of France attests. ir is not 
valued as ~uch by people who lad .. bn>ad 
and water. Thf' will to b e free in time of 
danger is t•asily extini;uisht~d. Liberty 
become, a ~econdary need; tht> primary 
need is security. 

Through 
Jesus Chris1: 

WE DO NOT, howeve r, 
only say "your Son" 

when we conclude our prayer. 
We also say, "who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit". In this way we 
commemorate the natural unity 
of the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. The Christ who exercises 
a priestly role on our behalf is 
the same Christ who enjoys a 
natural unity and equality with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit. 

- St Fulgentius of Ruspe [ in modern 
day Tunis), 468-533 AD, in the Roman 
Brev;ary for Matins of Thursday in !he 

2nd ~ek of the year. 
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Out· of Lhe pitfalls of democracy i!- its 

lad .. of ac·coumability. The popular will 
is easily manipulared. Lt 1·ecuii:nizt•s 110 

authority oursidc itself tba1 pv~H•ssl's 
l'he strength to limi1 it e:1.ce,,;.e~. The 

det hroneme 111 of the old faith to 

which the s1.1tc was accountable left au 
aching void in the domain of bdicfs 
and principles. allowing the ,tJtc to 
impose its own. Without accountJbility, 
democracy, bc<:ause of it,, centr-.il izing, 
pattern-making, absohuiq d r i\·e. cJn 
easily bt•co111e an incubator ,">! rn.:mny. 
The king~ of old, the pt-rsonifit211"n of 
power, were possessed of pe,,,_,n.:ility. 
pos~es!'-ed of' passions good aod bad. 
More often 1haJ1 not. their ;en;e of 
1·c spo nsibilily led them to will .. the 
good~ for their people. Pown ,rithin 
a demcicrac.:y, by contra,,. re•ides in 
a faceless ::ind impersona l bureaucracy 
that daims to have no eici,-tenle o/' itb 

own and bec.:omcs the a n•)ll) mous, 
impersonal, passion Jes • n-1rument 
of wluu is presume d to he che general 
\\ ill. Writing in Fran<'•· "IH'n the 
Roo"evelt administrati,-.r, wa, barely 
10 year-old, de Jou\'er.al !eared the 
lon~-rnnge danger pt,,ed b) the ma ny 
regulatory commissions Lrtatt'd by that 
administration. He ;.a,, that agencies 
possessing at once legi~lam <'. executive. 
and jurlicial control could opl'ratc largely 
outside of public contrvl Jnd become 
tyn11111ical. 

The t~xtension of Power. w hich 
means its ahility to comrol ever more 
<'Ompletcly a nation~, ecouomy. is 
responsible for its abili1~ 10 wage war. 
De Jouvenal asks, ··Had Hi1 ler succeeded 
Maria Theresa 011 rhe throne, doe£ 
anyone suppose that it would have 
been possible 10 forge so many up-to
date weapons of l)T,mnyT> Lt is, alas. no 
longer possibl(' for us to believe rhat by 
smashing Hider and his regiuw we are 
eradicating the root of statist e,iJ. ··Can 

anyone d o ubt 1hat a :ltate 11 bich bi11ds 
rnan to itself by ewry 1ie of need will he 



lwtter placed to conscript thl'm all. a11el 
one day ronsig:n them co the doo m s o f 
war? The more departments of lift> that 

Power takes over. the greater will be it; 
material rr sourcc~ for making war."" Even 
within a d e wo<·racy the Yast reso urces 
of tht• siate are ripe for a dictator to 
se ize. The b o ld. br discounting all risk. 
are pusitio1wd w se ize all initiative s 
and becnme the rulers, while the tirnid 

nu.1 for cover and security. "The more 
complete the hold which the srare gets 
on tht" resoul'ces of a nation. the higher. 
the more sudden. the more irresistible. 
will be the wave in which a.n armed 
community cau break on a pacific one 
.... It follows that. in the ve ry act of 
handing more of ourselve s to the ~tart•. 
we may he fostering tomot-rmv· s \, ar.--5 

Aristotle in the Polit its redt1ced die 
variety of governmental strnclllres 1.ha1 
he had studied to t·hree; monarchy. 
aristocracy, and democracy, recognizing 
that "·hate ve r s hape a government 
tah's, the essence of governing is 
Powe r. Force may establish Power. but 
on ce esmblishe d , habi1 alone call l c ep 
it in being. A standing cent er of power 
1vhich is obeyed by habit has. in the 

case o f the srntc, tlw means of physical 
compulsion and is kept in be ing partly 
b y its perceived strength. partly b_v the 
faith that it rule s by right. and partly by 
the hope of its be neficence. The nawml 

tendency of Power is to grow. Power is 
authorit)'· an d authority enables the· 
expansion of authority.'' 

Power, when d edicated to egalitariall 
pu rs11 its must always be at war "ith 
capitali ;;.t au1.horit ies ~nd despoil 
the capicalists of the ir accumulated 
wealth. : It~ political objective consist;; 

in the demolition of a class that e njoys 
-indt>pe ndent means," by seizing dw 
assets o f that class to bestow benefit.;; 
on othe rs. The result is a transfer of 
power from produetive individuals to all 

unproductive bureaucracy that becorne~ 
the new ruling dass. displacing that 
which was econo mically produ<.:tive. Th.e 
wp scate authorities. in alliance wi1h the 
bottom (that is, the oppre~sed), squeeze 
o ul the middle ( thl' Establishmem) and 
iu doing 50 progrebsively penetrate ever 
cleeper into tlw perso nal lives of citizens. 
The point of <.:ourse has been made 
by othe rs. notably by F.A. Hay(~k, who 
called attention to the fan that an assault 
on propeny rights is not always app,1re rn 
because it is <.:arrie rl 011t in the name 

The Sword 
prevailed 

over the Pen 

IT is clear that the saying 
'The pen is mightier than 

the sword' cannot be applied 
to [Muhammad' s] work in the 
Medinese period. Emigration 
from Mecca put an end to the 
time when he was to 'turn away 
from the idolaters' (15:94) or 
merely summon them 'to the 
way of God through wisdom 
and good admonition' (16:125). 
It was now time for a different 
watchword: 'When the sacred 
months are over, kill the 
idolaters wherever you find 
them; take them prisoner, lay 
siege to them, and wait for them 
in every ambush' (9:5); 'fight in 
the way of God' (2:244). 

- lgnaz Goldziher. Introduction to Islamic 
Tneo/ogy and Law, Princeton University 

Press, 1981, p.23. 

of the common go od, an appealing but 
elastic concept defined by thMe whoi;e 
interest it serves. 

Civell chat all politieal ac1ivi1y is 
concerne d with the acquisition of 
Power, both to se iZ(' and to maintain 
the orgaus of puwe r. o ne muM fir:,t 
gain contro l of public education at 
its early stages. A stale m o nopoly in 
education ha~ the a bility to condition 
m inJs in l'hildhoud for its later year,, 
thereb y prepari 11g popular opinion for 
the sdzure by tin: state of eveu greate r 
powe l'.8 De J o uve nal r<·minds his reade r 
that in times pa,r Weste rn Europe h a s 

acl:.Howledge d that the re is a superior 
will to the collective w ill of man a nd 
that there is a n im1uutahle law to which 
even civil authority must buw. Witbunt 
that ackaow]edgrue nc. Powe t· has frre 
reign. "Even the police r·egime, the most 
insupportable atnibu te of tyranny, ha!S 
g rown in the shadow of democracy."" 
France. disliking the mino rity rule of 
one person. deposed rl1e crown au d 
suhsequently organized itself in the light 
of mass interests only tu discovur th~1t 
when the majority holds powe r o ver a 
minorily, justice with.in a <lemoC'racy ea n 
be as elusive as it is in a despotic regime. 
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De Jouvenal's translarnr co11ldn·1 
r e~ist a postsc ript: "One of the firs t 
casualties in times o f d istord is, as 

TllUcydides noted. the me aning of 
woJ'd s. and to the T h ucydidean list 
o f inexactitudes, it is time co add the 
current equation of liberty with security, 
the possession of a vote with liberty, and 
_justice witl1 e quality , , , ... o f democratic 
with w'h.u e ver the user of the ,vord 
happe n s to approve. Humpty Durupcy 
has succeeded to the chair of mure 
precise thinkers'.'10 

Y\ es R. Simon, a 
contempurary of de J o u venal, b orn 
in 1903. the same year as de Jouveual, 
(Simon in Che rbourg, d e J o uvenal in 
the Champagne region), w e re b o th in 
tht•ir e arly thirties when they witnessed 
Hitler's rise to power. At the outbreak of 
the war, Simo n was a visiting professor 
in the United States. Remaining in 
America, he e\ e ntually b ecame• a 
member of t h e Co m m ittee (Hl Social 

Thought at the U11ivcr~ity of' Chicago. 
From this vantage po int, Simo n, like de 
Jouvenal. surveyed the ruins uf' Eu rope 
and in his own way addressed 1he 
conditinu~ char broug,hr it abo ut. 11 

l nJlue u<·ed by Pierre Joseph 
Proudhon, no frie11d of d c mo('racy. 
Simo u wa~ fea rful that dem◊{Tacy, far 

from e1tcludi11g a totalirnrian re gime, 
would in time actually givt' way to one. 

Withnut appropriate checks and balances. 
the legal processes o f tl1e d e mo cratic 
s tate may work in such away as to allow 

the e limination of d c mD C'r~cy. Of equal 
impo rtann· to whate ve r chN·ks and 
b alance~ may be p reserilH"d by l:1w o r 
inscribe d in a eonstiru tion. arc those char 
are in a sense extl"rnal to the politi<·al 
structure, namely. priva1e property and 
indt- pe nde nt managf'mcnr of resou rces. 
··wh.:n people a(•quic,1·c• i11 tl1P removal 

of all ehecks on the ('Oll(flle ring 
e xpansio n o l' the srar e. tlw to tafi1~ri,rn 
regime is firmly c-stablished ." S imo n wag 
convinced that an im p<'r~onal a uthoriry 
could 1101· win su1·h an irratio11a l 
surrender but that a le ader with 
charismatic talems could win approval.'~ 

We kn.ow from experien ce, h e says, that 
where totalitarianism prevails. demol'racy 
has no chauce, yet few men Uil re to 
voice 1he paradoxical con5idPration rh.ir 
democracy may be <"o me totalitarian. 
Totalitarian demo cracv. of courst:. would 
1101 be true democracy.1' Prou<lhou • 

maintains th at th<· stat e, whethe r 



demoC'ratic or not, remains the state and 
of its very na1t11'l' threatens all Ii bertie:,; 
and the very life of society. 

De Jouvenal has yet anothN concern. 

In a demornnic regime. \\IP are told. tlw 

general interest is represented by Power. 
From this postulate !lows rht~ corollary 
that 110 interest is legitimate that opposes 

the general interest. For this reason even 
local or particular interest must yield 
10 the gene ral interest, in <le Jouvenars 
words, "bend it~ knee tu Power." Power. 

which is conceived as the incarnation 
of the general wish. cannot tolerate any 

group which embodies less gweral 
wishes and imerests.14 

The distinguishl•d American hiswrian. 
Richard Pipes. a former director of 
Rarvard's Russian Research Centre and 

a specialist in ll.ussiru1 history, reinforces 
<le .Jmrven.al's judgmem that democratic 
procedures in e lecting governmeut 
officials do not guarantee respen for 

individnal rights. The right to property. 
he holds in his book entitl(:d, Proper(I/ 
and Freed11111Y may be more important 
Lhan the rigbt to vote. Property uf itself 

does not guaramee civil rightc and 
liberties, but, historically speaking, it 
has beeu the rnost effective device for 

eusuring both. Property has che e ffect 
of creating an autoDomuus sphere 
on whkh. by 111111 t1al consent. neithe r 
the state nor soC'it'ty can encroach. Jn 
drawing a line between the public and 
the private sphere. it makes i1s owner:. as 
it were. co-soveJ'eign with the state. 

Even ~o. once "'the elimination of 
poverty'' becomes a stale objective, 
Lh<" state is bound to treat propert) 
not a~ a fundamental right that it has 
an obligation to protect but a, an 
obstacle to ~social justice.""; Even iu the 

most advanced democracies, the maiu 
threat to liberty may ccm1e not from 
tyranny but from the pursuit of sorialist 
objectives. Libl:'rty by its very 11att1re, 

Pipes reminds us, is inegalitarian. Men 
differ in mength, intelligence, ambitio11, 
coura11,e. perseverance. and a.11 else chat 
makes for success. There is no mc1hod 

to make men both free and equal. In 
the ptmuit of equality. prnpeny rights 
1Tiay be subtle.ry uudnmined through 
taxatio n and government int£'rference 

with busint:ss contracts as tbe state 
pursues its egalitarian objectives. 
lnsofar as poor \'Olers always and 

cvNywhere outnumber rich one..,;, 
in theory there are 110 limits to tJ1e 
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democratic slate's drive to pro mote 
equality and to l'llll roughshod over 

the rights of private property. "The 
right, to ownership," 17 Pipes a.rp;ues, 
~need 10 be restored to their proper 

place instt·ad of being sacrificed to the 
unattainable ideal of social equality 

and all embracing economic security. 
... The Lalanc.e between 'civ il' and 
·property' rights has tn be readdressed 
if we care about fr<'..c<lo1.u.» He continues, 

'·The Ci:vil Rights Act of 1964 gave the 
go\'emment no licence to set quotas for 

hiring personnel by private ente rprise 
or admitting students to institu tio11s 
of higher leaming, and yet the fed e ral 
bureau('racy act~ as if it had.-•• Some 
fear, Pipes acknowledges, tbai some 

believe that the drive for social ju slice 
will inevitably lead to the desrl'Uetion 
of democracy, )'Ct he i~ not drawn to 

chat pessimistic conclusion. He rea.sons 
that encroachments on property cannot 

advauce relentlessly to their lu.gical 
conclusion, the abolitiou of pr1ivate 
property, because the uwsr affluent are 
twice as l.ikely to vme as the weakest. If 
he were ad<ln:ssing the suhject today, 
some I O years l~te r, I arn not sure he 

would he so sanguine. TI1e prus11ect of 
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government control of all aspe-cts of the 
e lectoral process loo ms as the present 
adminisrrntion is uow positioned t0 

mobilize the Vote throL1gh federally 

funded organizations a1Jd through 
redistrict.ing by taking direct comrol of' 
the census. Not to be discounted is the 
distorting effect of a monoli1hic media 
able to advance its own political agenda 
in concert wi th officials who share its 
objectives. De Jouvcnal addressed this 
i~~ue when speaking of the ability of 
popular newspapers to awaken emotion, 
building or destroying concepts of 
right conduct. "Frorn the da_y the first 
ha'pe1my paper was launched until now. 
the big circulation ucwspapers have 
never huih up an ethic:"''" 

lu conduding paragraphs of 
his study. de Jouvenal writes. "It is 
impo~sible to condemn totalitarian 
regimes without alsu condemning the 

d es1ru(•tive metaphysics which made 
their happening a cenaincy.--~" He 
a~ks; _.What would the iudi\-id11alist~ 

and free thinkers of the eighreenth 
and nineteenth centuries sav could 
they but see what idols a man muse 
now worship, to what jackboot he 
must now pay homage; WOLild not the 
superstition they fou ght seem co be the 
very acme of cnlighcenmenc. rnrnpared 
w ihe superstitions which ha,0 e takeu 
its place'?"2 1 No wonder Pierre Manenc 
called him a ··melanchuly liberar· 

1- Be-nmr1tl 1h• Jt1lJ\'l"•rnl. On Awcr, It, \a,t h q;Jl tl1i· 1ll1t,J,Y 
~if fr,, l'r,:,r, tit with il Prv.:ta~• b)• D. \\ BN..:.J;i. tr;uu·. l1}' .J, 
F. lfo1ttillt(l<m (Nt·w York: 1l1e \"ilir1i,: Pr,.~~ E•+~), 

2. 1-'.i.r.aphr-J~t·,1 hy D. \\', Bro~u in h!"' f'"-,fj, ,r. 1•11.. \\'l·:n·iL 
3 . 11,;d .. pp.11-12. 
4. Ibid_ I'· 11_ 
.i Ibid_ 
6. lhid_ p. 157. 

Ibid .. p. 171. 
8. lhid. p. 11. 
9. n,id. 
IO. Ibid .• p . . 380. 
11. Y,·ei- R. 5 !mu1_1. Tiu· Cmmm,1r11v D.' Qt~ f;..,,,._ 1l'M)~. f rom 

1he orip;iual Fr-euch bs ~!jJl3rd r~ 1r1~L. • Lmlt:Hn. MU; 
l}11tvc:r.~·,ri• (1rci,,i- of Aru!:'ric-.a. J!1R .. > 

1 :l. Sim'lll ,,j,. d r., p. I .J9. 

l~'t ''Tl1l' real qllf'5-tion ill\ whi:rh._r dcm,,cr::11, , iW l,•;1,d 
co lf:1{1,1lj1;,ri:,u,i~m. whetlu·r a ch :nu l,t.1 •ttL rr-e-iEk L:U1 

d~\·dop irllo a tc,Wirari:m ~~lll:f' 'tl1,:1h-..-r :ht=" <lt rnt1• 
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CURRENT AFFAIRS 

Foreign policy on the run. The polit:ically blind leading the blind? 

COUNTER-INSURGENCY CIIINESE-STYLE 

0TH I NC ill ustrat es 
more staddv 1he 

• hclp lessnes~ ;ind 
confusion that p~vails 
iii the conidor., llf rhe 

• Obarna Adntini,trminn 
over it~ Al"-Pal. fi.e. 

Afp:hanistan-Pakistan] polieJ than a 
report eanied by the Los .lng"t'f,.__, limes 
()II May 25, 2009. 1·egardin~ a receoc 
visit which l{ichard C. Holbrnul.t'. die 
Administration·~ ~peeial ri-pre~l:'math-e 
for Afghanistan and Paki,tarL i• reponed 
to have made to China and Saudi Ar.iLia 
in pW'Suance of hi~ mandate 

Tu quote a ne,,·, ageacy me,satie 
based on the repc,rr carried by the LA 
Times: ·•Toe Obarna -\drni11i;u-,Hio1J ha, 

appealed to China to proddl! tr.lining 
and even milirary equipmt-nt t•J help 
Pa.kistau counter a ~owing mili1aar 
threat. US official, <aid . ..... RichJrd 
C Holbrooke, the adruinis1ra1illn·, 
special representative for Pak,,t.in a.od 
Afghanistan, has visited Cl11na and 

Saudi Arabia, another key aJI.~- in recent 
weeks as part of the effon. ,ay~ Paul 
Riclucr of LAT. The American appeal 
to C h ina unders<'ores the coumr_1 ·, 
importance in security issues. The 
Unite d States considers China to be 
the most innue ntial country for dealin!l, 
with militarislic Nonh Korea. China al,,o 
plays a crucial role i n t he i11tcrnalional 
e ffon to pressure Iran over it~ nuclear 
ambitio n!. _ ..... A SL·nior US o fficial. 
while acknowledging China's hesitation 
to become more deeply involved, s aid, 
~You can see that they're thinking about 
it." He spokt> o n condition of anonymity 
because o f the diplomatic ~cusitivity of 
the subject. US officials believe China is 
skilled ar counter-insurgency. a ho ldover 
o f t he knowledge gaine J during the 
counn·y's lengthy civil war tha1 ended 
11ith a Communist victory in 1940. And 
with China's stroug military ties with 
Pakistan. OS o ffic:ials hope Beijing could 
belp craf1 a more sophistir~"lted strategy 

By B. Raman 

than Pakistan ·s rnrrem beavy-h:111dt>cl 
approach:' 

J did JWI know whether IO l,m gh 
or rry when I read that the Obama 
Adminis1ration belicvccl < hat "Chjna is 
sl.illc<l in cou1Her- insur~ency': that it 
acquired its skills during its '"war oif 
libe r,niou" against the KMT troops 
and 1hat it can teach Pakis1an '"a more 

sophisticated strategy than Pakistan·!, 
current heavy-handed approach." 

What do the Chinese regard a,. 
1errorism or insurgency? \Vhich arC' 
che terrorist/ insurgent organisatio ns in 
I heir perccpdon? Anyone who has been 
followine; Chinese metho d ~ of interual 
security ruanagement would know 1ha1 
in the Chinese assessment there are two 
.. ,erT01is1 / iusurgenl'· org-,misations posing 
o tht·e.at to China·, internal security -
tht' Tibetan Youth Co11gress (TYC). 
which they project as no different l"rom 
Al Qaeda in i1s rnodu~ operandi anrl 
r.he Islamic l\fovement of East 1\1rkestan 
(ll\'lET) n f the l Jighurs. Since the 

pro-Dala..i Lama uprising in the Tibetan
inhabited areas o f China in March .. 2008. 
the Chinese have been repeatedly and 
consistently mndemning the TYC as a 
rerTorist organisation. They have arrested 
a large number of Tibetau monks and 
,-ou Lb and mass trials have been going 
on. If Obama and his advisers wa11t 
10 havt' detaih of what the Chinc&c 
have beeu doing in Tibet ~ince March. 
2008- unde r the pretext of cou11ter
trrrorism and counter-insurgency, al.1 
thf'y ha\·e to do is m read tJ1e transcripts 
of the broadcasts of Radio Free Asia 
fund,'d by <he US Stale Departinenr 
and to read the various statcrncn1s 
i,sucd by Hi~ H oli11ess tbe Da lai Lama 
and his followers. Does the Ohama 
Admini~tration cuusider this as skilfu l 
and sophisticated counter-insurgency 
techuiqnes? 

Whar h,we thr Chinese be,:n doing 
against lhe Uighurs in the Xi11jiang 
Provinre? lucliscriminate arrests, trials 
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and e,-ecutiuns. To get details, Obama 
and his advisers should read the periodic 
reports of the Human Rights Watch , 
which is a repu led non-Governmental 
organisation of the US, and the onnual 
reports of the US Stale De1>al'trnent o n 
human rights in China. Tbc Chinese 
counter-insurgency strategy against the 
Uiithurs is base-cl on the principle "catch 
and kill"'. That was why the Ceorge Bush 
Administration refused to hand over 
to China ,the Uighur jihadis arrested in 
Afghanistau. 1'he enti.rc community of the 
human ri([hts o rganisations of the \Vest 
was againi,1 their being handed over t0 

China since they app,·r licnded tha t the 
Cliinese would execute them. That was 
why Albania was pcrsuarlecl co gin'. 
~anctuary to these Uighurs . 

There arL' two compon~nts to the 
Chinese coumcr-insu rgent·y and coun ter· 
terrori~m stra1egy iD Xinjiang - -catd1 
and kill'" and impose rcstrinio ns on the 
practice of Islam. Under this policy of 
rt'snictions, construction of new mosques 
is no1 allowed, many old mnsques had to 

close do1\ u un the pretext that they were 
constructed illegally and the people are 
forced to observe their holy fast inside 
their houses and not to congregate in 
public places. 171is is China's ' ·skilful and 
sophisticated'. co11nrer-insurgency. 

ff Pakistan follows even some of these 
methods, the day will not be far off when 
Pakistan will become a State ruled by a 
combine of Al Qaeda aud the Taliban. As 
it is. there is considerable a nti- US and 
anti-Army anger in Pakistan. Instead of 
linding wap of co11tai11ing and reducing 
thi~ anger, the Obama Adniinistratiou is 
coming out with shocking ideas such as 
~counter-insurgency in Chinese colour.;": 
which could make au already diffirnh 
situation even more cliflicolt to handl1;. 

8. ll.1,i," is Additioual Secretary (retd). uibinet 
S,·crnrariat. Cmt. of India. N,•w Delhi. nod a1 pre~o~ 
Director, liisliw1,• For Topical S1uclid. Chenn,i He 
i, also ,<Ssoda(cd wi1h 1he Cbeunai C,•11U-e for China 
Sm,lk, £.,n,il: sevcntyu11e2@'J!l11311co1n) 



PERSECUTION OF CHRISTIANS 

Examination of alleged and real reasons for attacks on Clzr£stians 

ANTI-CHRISTIAN VIOLE:NCE IN INDIA 

ET US look at th e 
phenorneuon of tl1t' 
recent attacks against 
Christians. We s hall 
examine first the 

alleged rea~ons for 
these attacks. and then 

g:o into what are perhaps the real causes 
for 1he auacks. A11d since conversion 
is one of the main reasons orought 
fonvard. in a third pan. we shall examine 
the issue of conversion. 

Alleged Reasons 
for the Attacks 

Christjans are being attacked because 
of tht> k.i\li11g of Swami Laxmananda 
Sarasv.,ati in Orissa. Tnvestigations point 
to the involve me m of M aoists in tlw 
killing. 

In fact, the killing was condemnPd 
by Chri~tians. Leaders like Cardinal 
Oswald Crariu,, the Archbisho p of 

Bombay, corHfrmnc<l the killing in his 
pres~ confl'rence. The official body 
of the Catholic Church, the Catholic 
Bi~hops Conference of India ( CBGJ) 
also condemned it in its press release. 

TJ1e Chairman of the Orissa 
Catholic Bishops Conference. Bishop 
Thomas Tl1iruthalil, condemned it. If 
l may quote the words of his press 
conference, "1l1e Catholic CoU1munity 
in Orissa, was o nce again terribly 
shocked by the brutal murder of Swami 
Laxmananda Saraswati and four of 
his close associates ... We. the> Catholic 
commoaity in Orissa, deeply condemn 
die barbarous inci<lent... ,. 

In spite of this, the VHP L fli.foa Hind 
Pari~·ad, an rffi·hoot of t/1e RSS. Ed.] and 

Bajrang Dai I the youth wing of the SVP. 
Ed.J whipped up the mobs to attack 
Christians. They wanted a pre te.xt to 
lat.1J1ch their attacks. 

Christians are being attacked hecause 
of a paillphlet d e11i~rating Hincluis m 

supposedly publishe<l by the i'fow Life 
!'.lovemeut. 

By Bishop Agnelo Gracias 

If such a pamphle1 ha,;; acrnally lbeen 
dreulatt'd, one must fir~t investi,gate 

whu published it and puui;h the t:vil

duers, not use_ it as a pre1eu 1ri am1ck 
Christians indiscriminateh. '.\<"\\ Life 
has dcnit>d thar they published JI!~ , uch 
pamphlet. It is extremely unlil..d~ thal 
any Christian group would ha,·e eogaged 
in such a foolhardy act at this time. for 
all one knows, the pamphlet might hsn· 
bt>en published by some anti-Chri~tiJ IL 
group themselves to srnke up co=1m,al 
flames! 

There jg a common misapprehen~ion 
rhat Christians disdain other religion;. 
The stand of the Catholic Church on chi!-: 
point is clear. 

With regard tO other relig:ions. 
Vaticau Coundl II spelt out the Church's 
position very dearly: "The Catholic 
Church rejects nothing of what is true 
and holy io these re.!ig:ions. She ree:ards 
with sincere reverence those way s of 
conduct and of life, those precepts and 
teachings which. though differing; in 
mauy aspects from the ones she holds 

Race to 
the Dustbin 

THE CUTTING edge, 
seems unmistakable. 

Whether it's the Archbishop, 
of Canterbury decrying that 
old boring equal protection 
thing about the unfairness. 
of one law for everybody, 
to Dutch Catholicism's 
suggestion that G-d be 
renamed "Allah," these guys 
are in a race towards the 
dustbin. 

- Response in a biog to 
'Re-branding Capitulation· in 
Commentarymagazine. com. 

'Contentions,' February 12, 2008, 
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and sets fortl1. nonetheles~ often reflect 
a ray of that Truch which enlightens alJ 
men". 

Therefore the Church exhort~ 
Catholi cs "prudemly and loYingly. 
through dialogue and collaboration 
wirh the followers of other religious. 
and in witness of Chrjs1ia11 faith and 

life, to acknowledge. preserve and 
promote the spiritual and moral good s 
found among these people. as well as 
r.he values in their society and culrnre" 
1 _\ostra Aerate, an 2). 

Christians are being: attacked because 
" ! Lr,m er,ions: the bogey of conversions 
is c ,.n ,ranth used by the VHP and 
B.;Jru le 0 :11. Lt>t U$ loo.k at this issue 

squarel~~ 
If che~ v. , ·1-e so man) thousands of 

com·ers111ns. .;.- is daimcd. the number of 
Chrisaan~ -imt..!d h1re sk.\•rocketed. 11H· 
opposite i~ rrul' The Ccmus of India 
shows a decline u1 che p.-rct'ntage of cht' 

Chri~ti:m popularion ot India \ is-a-, is 
the toral popu!aaoi; · 2.11 per cent in 
1971: 2.44 per Ci:'nt it, J 981 aad 2.:32 per 
cent in 1991.2.3 per ,_-ePI i.::. 2(.( I ! This 
decline cominues.. 

Forced conversions? The Catholic 
Church b tocall~ a~3.l!Ht 1he use of 
any form of force. \'"aucm Council JI 
has declart>d: ·Tht" Cti urch strictly 
forbids forcing am Hl:t' t• embrace the 
Faith. or alluring or erl1i :iog people by 
worrisome wi!t'5. B'" Got' ;came token. she 
aho strong-ly imisct5 _ u tl,15 right that no 

one should be frig:!m:J.""1:'.. away from tlw 
Faith by unjust \e.xa n, , on the pan of 
others~ (Ad Genta an ! '3 ,. 

Canon Law is e,i;plicH: ~No one is 
eve r permitted to c-oer«:' persons to 
embrace the Ca,holi, faith .1gain st their 
conscience~ ( Canon :-,..82 >. 

Conversion by allurernems'! TI1is is au 

ol"t-repeated lie. Bles5<'d ?l!odwr Teresa 
wrote in 1979: 

''Do nm b..linlt· ,h,. Hindu relif(ion 
sayini; chat our Hindu pqor people 1:-ive 
up their rdi~iu11 for -a plate ot' rice·. To 
my k□owlt>dt5e. I ha,·e n ot so:en thi ;; 



being done,. thoush we feed d1011,-and~ 
of poor of all castes and creed:-. 1ho11~h 
thousand~ h.ive died in our hands, 
beautifully in peace widi Cod:-

The opposite is tl'Ue in India: those 
who beconw Christians forfeic the 
benefits given b) the Covc·rnment, the 
re.~ervatiou quota, Jn spite of lu,inp; 
so 111ud1 economically, the <lalits ,rill 
embran• Christianity! 

Several States have passed auti
conversion hill:,. TI1e lirst \\ 3) Al'uuachal 

Prade:;li iu 1978. Gujarat in 2003, 
Madhya Pradesh and Chhauisgarh in 
2006, Himachal Pradesh in 2007. 

There e.,"1;is1 very stringent 
punishments for couvers iou~ by force or 
allurcmenl. TiU today. 11 0 1 a single t'0$C 

of such couversion ha~ been brought 
forward. We have pnblidy cl1allC'nged 
the govemmenls to produc;e evidence of 
any sucl1 cases. 

The fact thac the @:OVt'rnmcncs ha1 e 
nut been able tu bri11 i; 11p eH•n u11c 
c:ase. is an indication that this charge is 

a fabricatio11. The ,ery fact that the,e 
Hindus vie to send thl'ir children to our 
S<.'houls for education i- a ;,i@-n tl1Jt the~· 
du 1101 realh 11 oriT about lUn,·er~1on. 
They· ,hould hJ1 c bl:'C'n w11rried that 

we II ould influeuL<!' thC'"$P 1ender mind~. 

Quite the conu~ ! The) are bef_?~rin,e: us 
fur admi,,iuo. 

The real reason 

The answer is ~ocio-~t·nnomic. 
With educatio n these tribal~ and dalit~ 

will n o longer allow themseh-e~ tn bP 
exploi ted. The economic apple-cart will 
b e 01·erturned. Lee's not forget that thl' 
RSS I militant Hindu Nationali~t i;roup 
Raslur~ya Swayam.rC'ua/r Sangh Ed.j 
is made up of the uppet castes. 1vhiLh 
have a vesred intcrl'St in retaiuing: the 
.rtaru.r quo. 

According to the. teaching and 
example nf Jesus. love of God and ln, ,e 

of fellow humans are insepara ble. like 
twu sides of one coin: ~for he who does 
nor love hi!' l.irocher whom he has seen, 
cannot lol't> Cod whom he has not seen~ 
( l Jn, 4:20). Jesus described his missio n 
iu the follo11ing terms: ·'Thr Spirit of 
the Lord i~ upon me, befnuse lw has 
anointed me to pn•ad, good nC'ws m the 
poo r. He ha:: sem me 10 prodaim relea~e 
10 rhe captives and rec-overing of sight to 
the blind, 10 set at libe11y thusc who are 
oppressed" (Lk 4: 18). 

When Jesus Wt>lll ahouc he:1ling 

Ignorance as a Weapon 

CHRISTIAN children in Kandhamal district are going lo lose an entire 
year of school because of last August's pogrom. Sajan K George, 

national chairman of the Global Council of Indian Christians (GCIC), said 
that after fleeing their homes with their families. forced to languish in 
refugee camps, Christian childr,an from Orissa have not been able to 
attend school this year and soon llhe current school year will be over. 

For the Church in Orissa education is priority as a tool for development 
and emancipation of the population. 

~Many victims of the violence have said that when they were being 
attacked their assailants deliberately targeted their certificates and 
diplomas. ripped them up and burnt the pieces,'' Mr George said. 

"The missionaries' work witt1 Dalits was one of the reasons for 
fundamentalists' loathing and jealousy. Stifling our children's education in 
Kandhamal is one of their goals,'· he added. 

the sick, mixing with o ucrnsts and 
assi~ting rhe poor. the~c works were not 

allL1remem~ but the> concrete realisatiun 
of tht' .. Kingdom of God- which he 

pr.-ached: a k in@:dom oflove and justice . 
So al~o. che hurnirnitariao activities 

of the Catholic· Church arr by no means 

Jn .1Jlnremeot. She i s walking in the 
fo,Jr~tep, of Jesus. 

Rathez· than be apologetic, we can be 
proud of thr service we render to our 
country. especially to the poon:st and 
111os r downtrodde n. 

T wish some of the fundamentalists 

who are attacking u~ would visit Mother 
Teresa·s Home for 1he Dying and the 
Destitute in Sankli Strecc etc. Connt how 
manv of them are Chrii;tian and how 
many have beeu baptised. 

Visit Niramay Niketan in Trombay 
(a 11011hcrn neighbour of Mumbai), the 
home looking after the AJDS-afllit-wd ! 
An HIV-positive 111an who needed IO 

hav.- his legs amputated was turned 
down by almost I 00 doctors. bE-forc 
0ne finally acccpu•d to do the operation . 
l:le a.nd many others like him are heing 
lol'ingly cared for by the Siscers. 

These fundamentalists would no1 

han• come close to these patients, mucl 1 

less touch thrm. For them. they are 

human refuse to be consigned co the 
du,rbin. For us, they are not Christians .. 
Hindus ur Muslims, but human beingi; 
to he loved and cared for. 

The Issue of Conversion 

None of u~ i~ born a Chri:,l ia11 or 
a Hindu or a Muslim - nothing in ow· 
blood that marks us out as belongiug 
to a particular relig io11. Rather we are 
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b,>rn within a reli~iu11 - or belier, in a 
rdigious co1wn1111il). 

Peuple geut>rally remain in tlH' 
relig:ion in 11 hich they were bom. 
Howe1C:1~ ~ome exercise their freedom IO 

e mbrac:t: the religion which b e:,t sacisfies 
their qut!st for God and for fulfillment. 

ln mauers religious. no one is to 
be forc:ed to :1rt in a ma1111er contrary 
10 hisl hL•r heli<•fs; nor is anyone 10 b e 
restrained fro m acting in aceordance 
with his/her beliefs. This is what 
"comersiun"' is a ll about. [t is not so 
much a rdi@ous right., as a human right. 

We do nm hal"e a right to converc 
o thers. \\'e have a right t0 speak about 
our belicfi. and 0111· religion - the right 
lO propagate our faith. ]lti~ i~ guaranteed 
by the Con~titucion. The other has a 1-i~ht 
LO be converted, if he chooses w. 

Today, more than ever before, we 
lih• in a 'g:lohal vi llage: an ope11 society 
where ideas freely cross all boundaries. 
There will always lw people who chan!!e 
cheir ideo logy o r political affiliation. 
TI1ere will always bt> people who change 
rJ1eir religion. 

In conclusio n. we ca n point out 
thac the ofc-made claim Lhac Hindui~m 
due,, 1101 mal e couvcrts, not· due, it 
seJ1tl 1uissionaJics, is noc really u·uc. No 
country in ancient ti,ues sent out more 
missio11aiies than India co propagate the 
BuJdlii~c and Hindu religions: from Sri 
Lanka ro China! 

And al present. there are more Hindu 

missionaries in India and in the West, 
than Christi an missionaries in India. 
Temples abound and continue to be 
built in Europe :ind America. 



LEBANESE ELECTIONS 

Tinkering with the 1ruth 

CAUGHT IN THE CRiOSS-FIRE 

Y first impression 
of Lebanon in 

• the early 70s, was 
~ posilive: a tiny, 

extremely fertile 
• country whose 

peoples. despite 
their racial, religious and linguistic. 
mix, bad arrived al a modus vivendi thac 

worked. 1110ugh the vestiges of recent 
colonial masters - Ottoman Turks aud 
French - were everywhenc in evidence. 
Lebanon was prosperons and, to the 
~upcrficial observer, stable, With only a 
token army, and no territorial designs 
on any of its neighbours. it w,1s coping 
- inexpertly and grimly, but eoping -
with the settlement of the more rhan two 
hundred thousand Palesti11iall refugees 
l'rorn the wars of 1948 and 1967; and 
trying to remain free of terrorists despite 
the PLO fighters whom Jordan expelled 

into Lebanon in 1971. 
In au article published in Atmalr in 

March 1976 ['The Struggl(! for Lebauoi1'] 
I noted in the contex1 of the so-called 
"civil-war' in Leballon that began in April 

1975, how the Australiau press flung 
aro und words like 'Right Wing' when 
referring to the Christian Lebanese, and 
·Left Wing' when refening to the l\foslim 
forces opposing them. 

'Ibey are still at iL 
Lebanese people in Australia whost' 

ancestors laboured well and hard to 

make it l'he 'lucky country' for us all. have 
good reason ro foe! that their former 
homeland has been hard done by a, 
the world,s media pm their collective 

electronic thumbs into Lhe Lebanese pie. 

The Spin 

In .reporting rhr lead-up to the 
recent (']ec;tions. the ABC. and the 
Australian media generally, following 
the lead of inte rnational media, have 
resorted wittiugly or unwittingly, to 
scaremongerin~ and peddling half-trulhs. 
A BBC hand-ont that was laden with 

By Paul Stenhouse 

Lebanon: 
wh¥we 

should care 

LEBANON was given 
independence from Frencli 

mandate rule in 1943. But it 
wasn't until December 31 . 
1945, when French troopis 
withdrew, that Lebanon 
really stood alone, as a free . 
independent, sovereign state . 
The transition to Democracy 
from a League of Nations 
mandated territory and 
former feudal, tribal-based 
dependency of the Ottoman 
Turks [to cover only a tiny 
fraction of the political history 
of this most ancient of lands,] 
had only two years to run -
an impossible task - when 
Israel !;Jained independence in 
1948. and Lebanon found itsellf 
plunged deep in the whirlpool o,f 
intrigue and treachery that ha:s 
characterised Middle Eastern 
politics before and since. 

The West cannot continu13 
to be complacent about th13 
fate of Lebanon's Christian:s 
- Maronites, Melkites, Syriac:. 
Armenian and Orthodox. Lik13 
Egypt's Copts and lraq'1s 
Assyrian and Chaldaea1n 
Christians, they have had to 
co-exist with Islam almost fronn 
the time of Muhammad's death1. 
Our survival as free people i:s 
contingent on theirs. 

unconscious irony said that 'Rome be:licve 

unfair tactics are being applied ahead of 
dw elections'.' 

'l'htl scenario presented to viewers, 

listeners or reader& ahead of tlw receut 
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elections was of a ·Pro-Westt•n1 coalition'2 

or 'American aligned c.oalition' 3 lighting 
for its dcmonatic lil'e again , r a bloc 
yarinuslr dr;::cribed as the ·~y ria• 
Iranian aligned opposition, which 
includes fiizbollah [Party of Allah]:·• or 
as 'doroiuawd l>Y the Iranian-backed 
militant group Hizbollah,'5 or as ' the 
Hizbollah-Amal Coali1ion.'6 as if it were 

entire ly Shiite led and rnnrrolled by 
Iranian a11d Syrian intere,1,. 

TI1cre was rareh. if en:r. mention of 

the free Patriotic MuYemem l FP!\l I of 
General Aou4 the former Co mmander in 

Chief of the Lebanese Army. and former 
Prime Minister and Aning President. 
described by the BBC as ·a maHrick 
Christian leader~; 

Kamal Dib, a Canadian ec-onomist 

writing just before 1he dection, 
commented: 'The rwo camp; in L!'banon 
are presented in mut:h of 1he \\·estem 

media as pro-West and pro-democratic 
on the one side. and a~ undemocratic and 
antf-West on the other:· 

Vo1ers, and e,peciall_\ .\laronile 
Catholics, and other Chri,tians vacillated 

over whom they could put 1heir faith in: 
General Michel Aonn. \,ho after fifteen 
years of exile in f'rance rernrm!d to his 
homeland in 2(,CJ,5 .-hen the Syrians 
pulled out. or th(' ivrmer leader of 
the Forces Lihanai.,.-.,. Samir Geagea, 

imprisoned b~ the -::~-riJn~ on what are 
ge ne rally con,idered lO have b een 

Trumped up charg<", iu L 994, and 
released iu 2005. 

Voters were offered a choice between 
what they were led IO believe was a 
'pro-1Vestern ' dem•Jcratic government 
[supported by Geagea]. and a 
'pro-Syrian, pro-Iranian govermnent' 
[s11ppoTteJ by Aoun]. that would 
'bring tbl' influence of Shiite Iran' to 
the coumn rhe minute H iz bollab wok 

control. 
The ·pro-\\-estern cualition' dedared 

that a \'icrnn for Hizbollab would "drive 

Le banon into the arms of frao which 



could use it as a front in the Islamic 
republic\ confrontation with Israel...,, 

This played on the fear~ that mauy 
Lebanese - Christian and Sunoi - §hared 
abo111 fnmian i□HueDce in th~ country. It 
also conveniently begged the question of 
the Saudjs real plaus for L~banon. and 
their real animcie towards [srael. 

After all 1he smoke and mirrors, 
chims and coumer-daims, and 
feannongering by spt"cial-i111erest groups, 
was anyoae really surprised 10 learn 
that the 'Hizbollah-lcd opposition'in was 
defeated by the 'pro-Westem coalition'? 

ThaL overall. o nly one oppos ition 
seat was lost is a wonder, granted the 
heat genenited by the a11ti-Auu11 spin 
put on news emananting frnrn Western 
media. What has gone largely unreported 
in Western media is that General Aouu 
increased his personal tally by seven, to 
27 sears. He got mun· than 50% of the 
Christian vote, aud has the largest bloc of 
rhe Mal'Ollite Catholic vote. 

Tbe opposition was no t. needless 
to say, 'headed by Hizbollah: The Free 
Patrio tic Moveme111 led by "ichel 
Aoun ht>aded this c-oalicion. which 
ind11ded Hizbollah . • <\mal, and sonw 
other Christian parties. Hizbollah was 
rnniesting only 11 sl•ats in a I 28 Sl'at 
parliament. It got chem, and llevei· looked 
like not getting them. 

Fuad Siniora, Prime Mini~ter of 
Lebanon is allegeclly an employee of 
the Hariri family, aud managing d il'ector · 
of' four Hariri banks." Under the Prime 
Mioiste rship of Rafrk lhuiri. assassinated 
in 2005. Lebanon sa'!I its debt ri.se to $55 
billion by 2008. 

Don·t the Western Powers and thl' 
[MF thin.I.. it appropriate to demand an 
inquiry into the massive utisappmpriation 
of funds chat has plagut'd the Lebanese 
government since 1975'? The much 
applauded victory of' the "Pro-Westan 
coalition' has put any enquiry on hold for 
vet another term. 

On the BBC"s wchsite at the cinw of 
t.hc e lection the.re werl' profiles of Prime 
Miui,-ter Siniura, President Suleiman 
and Hizbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah, 
but we could fiod no vrofile of the Free 
Patriotic /Wovernent leader Michl'! Aou11. 

With the Tehran Timn we may take 
some cooso!ation from the fac:t that 'this 
is a rare election in the Al'ab world, 
where usually unt' party end~ up winning 
99 percent of thl' vote'. I! 

That will give cold comfort 10 
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Michel Aoun, who~c character has been 
besmirched by accusations that hl' is ·on 
the Iranian payroll. a side-k.icl: of Sayyed 

The West in 
Microcosm 

We cannot be indifferent as 
the Lebanese struggle to 

build a just society, embrolled as 
they are [and as we now are] in 
the maelstrom of Arab nationalism, 
lslamisl fanaticism, and the legitfmate 
aspirations of their Palestinian and 
Jewish neighbours. Lebanon is a 
microcosm of the West and it should 
bother us that it is a pawn in a game 
played by foreign power-brokers. 
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Hassan Na~rallah [leader of Hizbollahj. a 
buddy of Syria ccc.•1.1 

Curiously, none of his enemies has 
h cen game enough to submit thesl' 
slanders to an independent judicial bod)·. 
and as Kamal Dib notes, none of the 
slurs has le<l 10 ·a diminution in Aoun·s 
popula1ity'. 

What Lay Behind the .Spin 

Now that long-sul'feri.ng Lebanon has, 
yet agaiu., been denied its opportunity for 
reform, for bridging Lhe sectarian divide. 
and for freeing it~clf from the sbadJes of 
outside interference in its affairs, it may 
help to rdlect on what lay b ehind the 
spin that won the day fo1· the viccors. 

The ·pro-Western coalition' whose 
victory was lau ded by Prime Minister 



Fuad Siniora as 'an exceptional day for 

democrncy in Lc hanon,'1' is a Sun□ i

dominatcd and Saudi irnd Egyptian

backe d movement called 1lrlu.f!aqhaL 
'Future'] led by Saad Harir.i. rhe son of 
the assassinated formPr Prime Minister 

Rafik Hariri. 
The }eru.,aliim Post, pulling: a long 

bow, d escribed the Saudis as one of the 
·moderate Arab allies' of the U.S. '5 That 

is a dangerous fiction. 
The V.S. and the lsrae lis with their 

focus 01.1 lrat1 and it~ dysfu ut:tional 
Preside nt Ahmadinejad, s lill ~eem 
unaware that fall-out from the war in 
Iraq has produced a ripple effect among 
Sunni Muslims in Turkey, Syria, Jo rdan, 

Kuwai1 - and Le banon. 
The U.S. and U.K. invasio.n of lraq. 

despite what Preside nt Bush' s advise_rs 
may have thought. was uot simply a war 
to topple a vicious dictatorship on behalf 
of an oppressed minority. It was a war 
be tween two long-standing M ushm foes: 
Sunrti a11d Shia. 

A rnunbcr of' fatwas by Saudi Gnind 
Mufr1~ Ahd-,11-Aziz ibn Ahd-Allah ibn 
Baaz ( died May 13, 1999) declared 

Shias lO be apostates. and one by Abdul 
Rahman al-Jibrin, a member of the Saudi 
Highe r Council of Ulama sanct ione d 
the killing of Shia5 ~ ·a call that was 
reiterated in Wahhabi rPiigious literature 
as late as 2002'. '(' 

Whether the U.S. and Great Britain 
understood it or not, they were 
siding with t h t> Shia majority, but not 

necessarily with an autocracy. Their 
interventio n brought a new balance of 
power 10 the region. 

The effect of a Shia dominated Iraq 

Oil the u.s:~ ·moderate ally' Saudi Arabia. 

Power and 
Ignominy 

THE PROSPECT t>f 
government control ()f 

all aspects of the electoral 
process looms as the present 
administration is now positione,d 
to mobilize the vote throug1h 
federally funded organizations 
and through re-districting by 
taking direct control of thie 
census. Nor to be discounted is 
the distorting effect of a monolithic 
media able to advance its own 
political agenda in concert with 
officials who share its objective's. 
De Jouvenal addressed this issue 
when speaking of the ability of 
popular newspapers to awakEin 
emotion, building or destroying 
concepts of right conduct. "From 
the day the first ha'penny paper 
was launched until now, the big 
circulation newspapers have 
never built up an ethic." 

- Professor Jude Doherty, 'De Jouvenal 
on Power.' See the article infra Annals 

p.22 this issue. 

was predictable. Damage control be<'am.
a priority. When Prince Saud al-F'aisal , 

the Saudi Foreign Minister. v isit e d the 

U.S. in 2005 he warned that the contlict 
in Iraq could bring 'mher countries in 

the region into the conflict"." 
He was right. In this Plection Leba.non 

has been made to feel the full lorunt 

of Saudi money-muscle. More than 
US$71.5 million - more than the cost 

ol' Obama·s campaign in the U.S.•~ was 

,dkge dly spent on the election by the 

Saudis to bring expat voters syrnpathe ti(' 
to the ·pro-We.cern· H ariri camp back to 

Lebanon - ·an electoral e-Bay for vote 

buycrs'.1
~ 

Neighbouring: Snia lwhose Sunni 
majo rity is comrolle d by the Alawite s. 
w ho claim to be Sbia] and Jordan 
!whose Hashemitt' rulers are moderate 

Sunni], have been pm on notice. 111ey 
would have got the rn6 ,ag:e: the Sunni/ 

Wahhabi/Hanba!i d o mination of the 
Middle East is Dot netotiable. 

Gene ral Aoun dare d to offer pe ace 
and normalise d relaliom as betwePn 

sovereign statC?s " id1 Syria [ not 
submission to Syria. or J \1 hitewash of 
Syrian atrocit ies in Lebar100]: he called 

for acconntability in ;2v, ernruent and 
an e nd to corrup1ion: hi" wanted to 
improve the lot of the ~ hi3 1n 1hr south 
- now, significantly. the rr.:i.•orit, t-Jus lim 
presence in Lebanon - a r.d i1n olve 

them in the political liie 0 1 rne c11unu1•: 
his Memorandum of Cndastanding 
with 1-1 izbollah woulci h.a\·e led to 

the disarming of the miliu.i and the 

incorporation of it~ e srimat.,d 500-600 
full-time members imo ,he Lebanese 
arlll)'; he wanted to normJ.h -"' relations 
with brad. and to resoh-e fr1 .... rm ,blem of 
the displaced Palesti.niil..lt5' ,. h • i.;w been 

guests in Lebanon since i 9~S. 
This latter question wucr,e"S -0n one of 

the many undeclared and rnrnJ>k·x i~~ues 
that lie smouldering bene2th the po]ir_i<:a! 
platfonn of the ·pro-\\b tr.n i' coJlirion. 

There are n ow mon-- 5~1i:i .\Iu,lin:rs in 
Lebanon than Sunni. Thi,, c ;.rnographir 

downturn among 1he Snn:.i population 
is of co ncern 10 the- Sauci i•. l t would 
se rve Wahhabi incere;;:~ if che mon ey 
and policical clout the~- expended 

~ 
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on the electio11 resnlu•d in tht' hall~ 
million Pa)~qinian n•fuµ;t>t'~ in Lebanon 
[majority Sunni. apprn:-.imatdy H( 'ii 1/c, 

M11~lim. 20% Cbri,tianl who art' \1ai1in!:( 

10 return to Pall'stiur, h l.'iu.; 1Z,ra n1ed 
LebaJ1t'~C c:itizrn~hip. 

TI1l' rnnn- would signilic-amly inc:l'(.•ai.1• 
tlw 1u1mlwr of Suuu i i11 d t l' 1·uuntry. 
rC'•t'Slabli,h Su nni do111i11Jllrt· a rnong 
l.ehanP~e M.u~lim~. and rc,1111L•~I' the 
!!,n.>Wing Shia infl11t'11n· in rl1<• rqd<.m . 

How tht' 'pru-\\'P,t,·rn· faLtinn will deal 
11 ith tlii~ thoi-111 iss1JC' 1•pmain~ l0 be SC:l'll, 

C r:tntiJJg: Lehant>, .- cilize n~hip 
might ,;oln• the n•xed i~sue nl'i~ing. 
fn,m th r hra .. li-P3le~lin ian ,;onflict -
rcfug.ct> r<'-~r n lement - for Pak,tiuian, 
in L<·hannn but. as ,ome n 1111111l'11tator~ 

\1avc no, .. d. it wo uld dl'II) thrm 
tlwir Ri~hr ur RelUJ'll. a11d inas,ivt' I)' 
1:.xa1·1•rhat1• , oi-ial and ,ecrnrian prnhlc11H 
in Lebanon. 

11 is iro 11ic<1l that the L,.s. ~upporu 
Sau cl i e fforts tu put do11u d1P Sb ia i11 
Leb.rnon. when anti-Amerieanism ,unonr., 
t'Xtremisrs in Iraq land d &t•whl'l'l•I ha~ 
been fo11w11te<I h, Wahhabi fo11atil-~ frvm 
Saudi i\r,1bia. 

The Auun-led rnalit io,u !which 
induot•d ffo,-bollah a11d Amal.I was llUl 
d rfl'atf' d by tht• 1-lariri-krl coal ilion. 
lr wa~ defrawd hv tlw media - \, ho 
rolluded. k.i1owingly or 11nk1101tingly. with 
1 he Saudis a11d rlwir spin do<·cm·,. Tlu·ir 
{ictior1~ fri~htt"necL among otl1(•rs, 1·mP.r~ 

iu A~rali t•h in Beirut. and in 7.alilt>. d ose 
u, tht' Syrian border and rhe Bekaa Valley. 
into su ppurciuv; rhe alleged!)' ck·mo<:racir 
and ·pro-Wc~tt•rn coalitio11'. Th<· lu~s nl 
their H>t<·, t·o~, C.e11eral Aoun tit<' vicwry. 

Nichol~~ Noe, edi1or- i11-r. h it• I' o f 

J-lirleaJ·/u:ir1·.rnm. ~huuld h~vt· the last 
word: 

T h,. prohl,·rn now is th,n C\eu ~fl..-r 
[th~ 1-' r,,-\\',.,tl'rn coali1i11n·.j wiu thi~ 
wed,end. Amon remain., 1hc sinfl]t' mv~I 
popular Cl,ri~1ian 1,·aJc·r- with hi, bl<,1· 
,lt:·1u all_1 in.-rea,i11~ it~ ,h;irc of ~t-a1~. 
lro111 21 iu 2(,0S 10 :.c! ~ - .i n,imb.-r 
,•xn•t"dt:d only In Hariri's bloc it ~C'lf. 

1h,~ Ub,una ,1d111,11i,rrarirn, would do 
1n-ll 1,1 t•ncuuraµ .. Hariri - undoubtl' dl_1 
.ljfai11 , 1 1111:, "i,lw, •)f .,um,• of hi, ;11li,·, 
- lO c-n~J!!,t' Aoun in a 5cr iu u;-; ma1J 11t·r 

;ihrad of t·aLiru~1 11egotia1ion~. 
·L,.S. offi,·ials sh(luld a lsu .-,ul d 11• 

practiCI' o f dm·art·11i11g and c'111u.l,•11111i11g 
Aouu'~ suppon (•rs t a~ ~t-1·t-ral did a~ain 
<>n Ult' eve nf the o.>lcctiun,} and re peal 
tht> 2()(1;' l'Xt•cllli\'C' o ,·t!.-,· rh.11 llSI!~ the• 

[ ;_:-. tr,·H<ury departnwm to, targt·t the 
F'PM in J\mcriea. 
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-111or.- rhan 1hi, though. the Ol>am~ 
admini,trariou should ,·apidly laund1 
a ;u,rained eITort to engage Aoun aud 
hi, ,uppurcer,, directly iu a mo\'t.'mc.-111 

10 peJcefully integrate Hezbollah 
imo the fabric or rhc stare and army 
- some1hing 1h,· f PM ha~ ~aid ir very 
m1Kh "anr<. but which" a~ •imply no1 
on off.-r dun 11g 1he B11~l1 ytal's. 

Stop Press 

I am not 1111.11\·are of the doubts that 
many hol<l coun·rning che intemions of 
Hizbollah in Lebanon, and tht: (~Jamie 
Republic of Iran. In tht' light of the 
e111>horic lead-up co the election just 
held in Iran. and it~ IHltly contested 
result that promi~e• more of the same 
polemic from Pre~idenr Ahmadinejad, 
one would hope th.?:c re.i<ler~ who held 
a monolithic \·ie-.., ,:,f ~hia Iran will be 
re-thinking their p•:-,,1,j , ,r, Later this 
year Annals will loc,i ,it Hizbollah in the 
contexl of the emere,:-u,.o: of lhe Shia 
as a force extendin~ m .i •~-:sci::m from 
Beirut through Dama.,su• .l.lld Baghdad 
to Tehran. 

I. See! BBC l\'t-w~. ·r.u~\ lcl-ec,o. c=:«'!rt~ ,.,plJ1th'd 
June 8, 2W!l, 
E.g. 1\P Junf' :". 2{.( ~• ·[.,,,b.,_ - ;\., .. , n, UUJ••nt) 
dedare!- victory~ S.am Ch~...r-,- r .. •., • ..... 11 J!t" S 2('{1'!)• 

Litb.~m='-l..' Vit'W!!-: l\)U kt.---~ 
3. ~1ichilf'I Sbd:.m,1h. A1~1 , .. t .. r ~, ,r ,., f.th•1·c ,,, 

u .. bam.'M.' Elet1iotL' ~f"\t, \1 ·.i. r - - ~ 2( (•~ 

4. ll,i,l. 
s. Ar JtJJll" -:. 2(1l)9 ·t.-f',:, · · _.,. .. :i ,., IUJJOrh,\· 

dedart.'s ,•it.:lt)n." -S.am Cf .J.tu,.. ; ..... , ..... -."h bltU' ht.tl" 

Ht•1hi)Jl:1h iu L~b:rnc,ti ' '-'!' ~ ,. :t- ~1--;.h,LICh! -
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'The Merciful 
need have no fear 

of Judgement' 
- Epistle of St James. 2. t 3 



Aiemories malie the future 

BEWARE OF CONTEMPT 
FOR TRADITIO:N 

HE imperative to remember 
Cod's savings f'Ven t in t he 
crucified and risen Christ is at 
the heart of Christialll identity 
and life. The life of the Christian 
community is a w e lcoming 
response to the grace and caU of 

Chrisl: "Do this in commemoration of rue" (Luke 
22: 19). The Eucharistic celebration re-enacts 
Chris t's sacrifice and activel_y expresses the 
Church·s remembering: "'This is my hody which 
sh:ctU be given up for _you; d o this in remembrance 
of me·· ( I Cor. 11 :24 ). 

The fotme of the Christian community is µromising 
bC'cause it remembers a past of promise8: ''Anyone. 
who does eat my flesh and drink my blood has 
e ternal life, and I shall raise him llP on the l.ast day'' 
(John 6:.54). Even at the purely secular level, wc 
have no future in any ridd of human achievement 
apart from stHnr tradition or other. Contempt for 
tradition as such is an implicit contempt for human 
d evelopment and civilization. 

Traditions - social.. cultural, intC'llectuaL mo ral 
and religious - pro,..-ide the- resou rces for human 
de\'elo pment. Tradition represents the acquired and 
retained exp<'ril"nce and wisdom of a c-nmmunity 
or society. In thi s respect. memories make the 
future; for there is no human d evelopment apart 
from the human resources enabling it. 

- ·:-Jn Tr-,1<1itio11·? ~" CirilizaLionr L~ fr. Jnhn NaI011c. S . .[. Jf.?mile1i,, 6 
Prt.,·1unrl Rrt"im1. Octol.ler· :?((,:?. 
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ECONOMIC CRISIS 

Money and morali1y 

FROM BOOM TO DOOM 

,, £ F O _RE we s tart 
dividing wealth, it fir~t 
makes St>nse to create 
it~. The foregoing 
words were said to me 
some years ago by an 
Hung;arian imroigranc 

to Britain and remain in my mind as 
possibly the wisest - as well as tht' 
sho1test - criticism of sociali5m l have 
encountered to llate. 

By contrast. in the prest•nt 
so-called global finan cial Cl'isis many 
muc h lengthit•r - as well as more 
sanctimonious - cri ticisms have been 
offered of lree-marke t capitalism and irs 
advocates. 

Margaret Thatche r was just one of 
the· latter. '1\•'hen he r government came 
10 po wer in Britain in 1979. inflation 
was running at an unsustainable 23% 
and the country was on its knees. 
.Militant trades 11niom had already 
brnug:hl abnut the downfall of 3 
~uccessive Briti~h governments - t tiose 
of Harold Wilson, Edward I leath and 
J a me~ Callaghan - and we1·c Oexing 
tl1eir muscles to depose a fourth. 

Very recently it has emerged thnt 
certain of Britain's leading u·ades union 
tigures of the era - suc h a~ Jack Jones 
- were operating as SO\ ic t age111s a ud 
wcn· thus directly in the pay o f anti-

IJ.¥ C iles Auty 

de mocratic, at he iscic maste rs. ( St•c 
nn:icle by Douglas Edt·n in 17ie Sp,~crmor 
6 June 2009). 

In the last article I wrnce for An,1alr 
I ~uggested that interference by ccn:ain 
US governments with the workings of 
capitalism - rather tJmn capitalism itself -
was the basil' cause of the present global 
financial me ltdo wu. lo short , socialist~ 
inspired so<·ial engineering rat.hen· than 
the marketplanc was the real trigger for 
the present i11rcn1ational recession. 

Look ing at capita lism hiscor·ically 
I be lieve it enrcrgcs as easily the most 
workable economic system that human 
ing:enuity has yet devised. 

Of course. like all other human 
institution:.. it is imperfrct, and pt•rhaps 
the most cogent criticism which <·on be 
ma<le of it today is tha1 it no \,ongcr 
operaies under any widely agreed 
ethical umbrella. 

S uch an un1bn-lla wa~ provided 
prt'viously by a phenomenon l describr
a$ scc11larised Christianity which 
certainly fo rmerly implied - H not 
nvertly proposed - an ind issoluble 
<·01111ection bet WN'II money a11<l 
morality. Regrettably. respoinsibl t· 
fi 11a 11cial behaviour i~ on the retreat 
almost everywhere now in the Western 

world and is often hard or impossible 
w regulate sue<.'essfully. 

Seek out the Truth 
and the Good 

THE university environment, which for many years was my world, 
linked for me a love for the seeking of truth ... for frank and 

respectful dialogue between differing positions. All this, too, is tlhe 
mission of the Church, charged to follow faithfully Jesus the Teacher 
of life, of truth and of love. As a professor, so to say, emeritus, who 
has encountered many students in his life, I encourage you ... always 
to be respectful of other people's opinions and to seek out, with a free 
and responsible spirit, the Truth and the Good. 

- Pope Benedict XVI, "Angelus Message," January 20, 2008-
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In basic terms, it is necessary for 
a majorily to bdicve still in the social 

and ntoral benefits of financial propriety 
fu r capitali~nl to work effrc-tively for 
communal benefit. 

Thus while almost everyorn.• in the 
We Hern II oriel still bcl icves that theft of 
c,tlwr p<"opte·~ po~sessions by burglary, 

hou~l•· bn:uking. anncd robbery e t<:. 
is unque,tio1rnbly wrong, what uf 
so-called ·whice-collar· crime whic h 

often amount:, to straiiditforward tht>fl 
b)· anor..her name·? 

Wha t about fi nancia l advisers. for 
instance, who knowingly recommend 

i n~ccure inn~strncnts to private 
individuab o r local coun <:ils on the 
strength of 1ht' commissions they ,ire 
paid'! 

What have becorm.• of the traditional, 

biblical virtues of saving and prudence'? 
Peoph· of my parcrtts' generatio n 

in Britain were certainly no st rangers 
to the long-las1ing effects of the Great 
Depression of 1929 on their liH"S. 

ln the case of mv father. who wa~ 

a young married man a, the cimc, he 
was rrquircd to take a cut o f 30% co 
hi s alrc,ad y meagre ,;choolmaster's 
salary as a condition of kt'eping hi~ 
job. But his lot was eenainly fortunate 
when compared with that o f a r rnic, 
of workers from Britain's i11dustrial 

North who could tind no paid work at 
all. Many such subsequently wandered 
the countr;, <"id., of Southern England 

lookjng for an~ kind of men ial work -
or, failing: chac. for handouts or chariry. 
Many of ch,•,e men had served their 
<·01111try b ra\-ely in the Firsr World War 

and felt humiliated deeply by their 

jobless statm. 
Before my sister and ( were born, 

m~ parent~ ~pent much of the ir le.isurf' 
time iu such low-co~t pnrsuits as hiking, 
:,wimming in the sea an<l playi11g tennis. 

Significantly. when the sea threatened 
one yt>ar to flood rheir rented beachside 
cottage. they retreatf'd temporarily 



C<J its roof taking tlwir mo-;r prized 

possessions with rhem: a typev.Titer and 
a ~ewing machine. 

How many ho11,.,cholds today ow n 

neither cars, televisions. rdrigcraturs 
nor a whole host uf other, ·absolme· 
nccessiti(•s? 

My parents retai1ll'd Vl' l'Y happy 
memories of their ycan of :iustt'rity 
neve11hc]ess. 

Such austt>ri ty certain!) continued 
in Britain d urin[!. the Seco11c:I World 
War when d au~er wa, often ad ded to 
privation. 

fro m m~ own recollection of such 
maners, post-war austC'rity did no t 
really begin to ease. umil the line I 9.50s 

or early l9G0s vei the aspirations 
even of reasonably we ll-paid people 
rcmain<'d generally mod e~t by n10n' 
rcct•nt s tandard, . Scnsibk p(•oplt• did 
not over-extenJ dwrnsdves and wcrtc> 

not encouraged by outside agenc ies to 

do so. 
Banks and building societie~ were 

generally happy 10 le nd pros pecti\•e 
ho use purchasers up to 1wo and a half 
rimes their annual salaiit>s providing dw 
purchasers could supply the LO% of cl1~• 
purchase price required for a eh-posit 
themselves. In thost• days the virtues 
of financial µrudence and saving were 

almost univenally ac.lu1owh-<lgc>d in the 
wider community. I would be amazed 
if this state of affairs d id not apply just 

a~ much in Australia as it did the n in 
Brita in. 

When did a ll of tlt is begin 10 

change? 
One of tht" first factors was tht'. 

sudden appc..,rance ou the f i 11 <111cial 
~cene of asset-stripp<:rs or ·corporate· 
raiders. Here weak or ailing companies 

were increasiui:;ly raided by cashed-up 
groups of inves tors simply for their 
capital assets e.g. a('res of prime 
land which could be sold off for 
re<levelopmenr. The fate of long
term emplo~·ees of s uch companies 
~cldo m figu red iu thcs<" mwc-1 financial 
'equations'. 

In decad es prior to the I 970s I hi' 
activitil.'s of entrepreneurial asset
strippers ,1 onld probably have attracted 
widespread adverse comment in the 

financial press or e!St•wlwrc. So-called 
' insider' trading was also rife in that era 
and as yet unregulated by law. 

Bm it was not just fi11anci11l activities 
that began to mucar~ in the 1970!> l>uc 

The U.N., Hypocrisy 
and the Left 

TEN days before the 9/11 attacks. a conference was held in 
Durban, South Africa. It became the first expression of the new 

global coalition. The ostensible puirpose of the U.N. World Conference 
Against Racism. Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related 
Intolerance, was to combat intolerance, but its real agenda was to 
orchestrate an international assault on the democracies of the West, 
and more specifically against the United States, Britain. and Israel. 
These three nalions~and these alone-were condemned in speeches 
and resolutions for their alleged racism, historical involvement in 
slavery, and colonialism. European slavery and colonialism were in 
turn alleged to be the principal sources of racism in the world ... Not 
only was slavery still practised by Muslim regimes in Africa (which 
went unmentioned at the U.N. conference) but the largest ethnic 
genocide since World War II had occurred in Rwanda ten years earlier 
and was a legacy neither of colonialism nor of slavery but a tribal 
affair. Moreover, the U.N. itself had ignored the Rwandans' appeals 
for intervention to prevent the genocide - an intervention that could 
have avoided the slaughter of one million Africans. The dictators and 
tyrants whose governments set the U.N. agenda and whose regimes 
were characterized by the very crimes decried, and who were present 
as delegates to the conference itself, included Vasser Arafat, Fidel 
Castro, and spokesmen for the gIovernments of Iran, Iraq, and the 
League of Arab States. 

- Unholy Alliane&, Radical Islam and the American Lefl, by David Horowitz, 
Regnery Publishing lhc, 2004, pp.147•148. 

public attitudes towards thcs<· and othe r 
<1~pe<.1.s of an existi.ng social fabric. 

Feminism, political correctness, 
gay rights 1110Yemen1s aud o the r post

mod em ini tiatives a lso joi11 <'d forces in 
laying siege to traditional attitudes. 

L1deed, it wa~ in a new, nominall)' 
·liberatecr social climate that eredi t 
cards made a first appearanc(' in Britain. 
The first advertising campaign that I 
recall which encouraged widespread 
use and acceprnnn~ of these feawred 

the catchy headline TAKE THE 
WAITING OUT OF WANTING. 
Significantly it was the first campaign 
l ever remembf'r from a financial 
ins1itution - hai;ically a bank - which 
seemed to enrournge profJigacy rather 

than prudence. 
Almost insiand)' crcdi1 t·arcls bec-ame 

a huge and highly profitable business 

fot those tliat issued them and l>ecame 
a componellt in new a11d much more 
aggressive attitudes co financial 
marketing. 

By effectively encouraging customers 
to spend rather tl,an co ~ave or behave 
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prudently. ba nk!. began what seemed 
at first only a minor shift in their moral 
stances. 111is later bccanw a lands lide. 

rn the r uthlcs~ a nd ofren risky 

pursuit of hiµhcr and highe r profits 
and dividends - and larger and larger 
bonu,e~ for the ir executives - banks 
and othe r major financial iustitutioo" 
have increasingly ahando11ed any 
semblance of tl, r traditional recticudc 
and co mmo n sense which society 
looked to them formerly to provide. 

Wh ether o bviously or n o t. 
a ll huma n affairs and deeds an• 
intcrcon11t•ctc<l. 

Frce marke ts. meaningful 
<lt>mocra<'y and human libe rty ibelf 
thus need a mora l 11mbrella noc simply 

Lo protect the m in th e present crisis 
but - in tht' long run - even to s11rvive. 

GTLE, A l T\ "as buru in rht' L1f;. and t rair11,d 
pri.-a,dy as J paiiltt·r. He 1<(>r~ed ptofossionally a, 
an an is, for :lO .)'l:a~ . Publinllion of his The .4rt o/ 
S,-lj Decqu,on swunis hi> CJJ"e<'r ,oward s cri,ici~on. 
He wa, an <rilic fur Tl,r Spt(lulor from 198'1 to 

1!195 whe 11 h.- bct·an,., national corrcspo11d<'111 
for T/,e ,lu.<Jraliun. ll~ now dew1es himself 10 hi< 

original lovt• - p:,inrin11-



MEDIA MATTERS 

By J AMES M URRAY 

Annabelling the Bull Thus Turnbull iu b ecomiug a Catholic was 
re111rning to 1ht• fai1h, not of rus fathers, b111 of h.is 
nwcher"s family. T n the context of religion Crabb 
has a sly dig ar Ke, iu Rudd nndt•r the influence of 
hb wif<' Theres(' Reio. ·going the other wav'. 

FirH and best. Annabd Crabb's Quarterly 
Essay on Malcolm Turnbull i!'. to ust• had, li11i;~. 

a great read, droll. cl~•adlinc-paced. i11sigh1ful. ilm 
is ic insightful enough'/ True its detail Ji,•es up to 
it~ brt>athlcss 1ide: Srop al Nothi,11(: The L!J~ and 
Adventul'eJ" of .11-Jakolm Tu.mbull (Black Lr1e $ I 6.95 ). 

The orhtr u:a!J. Unfair to a ~eligious 

S lie· revives. 
~eoerou~ly helped by 
Turnbull. 1he cale of a 
former sweetheart Emily 
Wa1s011·s cac. strangled 
( or frozen ) in a raj!f' 
when Em reject<>d him. 
And Crabb also includes 
an e1Ccha.n1:1e of tough-guy 
menaces brrn een 
Turnbull and his thc11 
patron Kerry Packer ,hat 
,, ould 1101 he out of place 
in the Nine Network\ 
Underoe/l_y. 

In the c:ar tale, which 
oddly haJ a cour1t1•rpar1 
i11 Si_xci(•S London 
invol ving a rock ~tar, his 
girlfriend·s pooch and a 
gas oven. Crabb give5 110 
iusight into Turnbull'~ 
emotional imensity. 

Sure!) 1his was 1101 
simply ra~e at girlfrie ud 
n·jection. hue the 
n.:g;resliive anger of a boy 
whose beloved mo1her 
Coral Lan~bnry had 
decamped leaving him 
and his da<l on their 
own? 

cstablbhment brough1 into being by Hemy \ IJJ 
and reinforc<'d by hi!
daul:\hter Eliz:,beth 

Beautiful words 

THIS DIVINITY is enough 
for me. My mind and heart 

are satisfied with this proof. 
Anything you contribute in addition 
obscures it. It is because Christ ii> 
the Son of God, they have said , 
that we must believe in his words. 
And others came who ceased to 
bear his words in mind because 
they did not admit that Jesus was 
the Son of God. 0 Lord, it is not 
because I have been told that yo1..1 
were the Son of God that I listen 
lo your word; but your word is 
beautiful beyond any human word, 
and that is how I recognize that 
you are the Son of God. 

-Andre Glde. 1869-1951. A complex and 
morally perplexing figure. an aesthete. G,de 
came from a family of French Protestants 
and converts to Catholicism His religious 

beliefs were far from clear, and his views on 
the aijer life were ambivalent, but his faith 

1n Jesus seems unquestionable. 

after ~he knocked off 
her Catholic- rival, Marv 
Quct•n of Scots.. who we;, 
to immortality with che 
words. ·tn mv end is my 
beginning.· , · 

Crabb d of'~ compare 
Turnhull and nudd 
as men of the time;.. 
net5l<'ct ing to point ouc 
they are throw-back, 
spats poli tician•. Spats? 
Both a5pire co the ~pats 
\\Orn b., Prime >lini~rer 
Sta1iley Melbourne Bru<'e 
who saw Australia as a 
great hu~ines~ company. 
Thus TumbuU and Rudd 
are 11 <ll ideologues; 
like Bruce they are rich 
managerialists. 

Annah<'I Crabb is 
hcr~elf a princl"ss at 

tht> Court of Canberra. 
Walk-on~. therefore. and 
quotes from a hos t of 
counierl> from coJpi<'<·ed 
Boh F.llis up to ex- PM 
John Howard. Indeed 
towarrls her essay's enJ. 

In disrussing what is the t•ssay's ultimately 
most crucial question, religion. Crabb goes with 
the received wisdorn tha1 Turnhull was brought 
to Catholicism by his wife Lucy Hughes. In her 
eagernrss to dra\\ a p;os!'mag coone<·tion co 
Holl)w<iod and. Broadway star Angefo Lan sbury. 
Crabb appears to forget that the Lansburys. 
including British l abour leader George Lansbury 
ci1ed as an arn.-escral influence. IH're CaLholics. 

she ur.es Howard rather than the wallinK word
ernporium Ellis. for· padding. 

Nonethclt•ss. emphatically a great read. More: 
an incisive firs1 dr.ift for a d,diuitive bio{!:raph~ of 
Malcolm Turnbull. Unless he gazump,- her. Ea,,. 
Ht' ha,, only ro deploy his formidable copy skill~ i11 
J tdl-all auwbiog.raphy. 

Thi~ would n•, eal why he talked to Annabel 
Crabb al this point in his· rise a11d r ise, knowing 
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surely she was a kurll to s ummon him tn l'lw 
hea\•en of the Priinl:' l\liniswrship or news-hound 

hell. 

bt>Pll more ful some in his praise of their mulciple 

al'hievenwnts. 
Oba ma spoke in the the gr<"at hall of Cairo's 

Islamic Universit), rather than, as might have heen 
expe<'ted, addressing the Egyptian Parliament. 
Coverage of his speech suggested that Egy_pt i~ an 
Arnb nariou. 

Th('re again il could he that Turnbull has 
rc alise-d the poll polential r>f the naugbt.y-boy 
factor, <lemon.straled by Rudd"s visit to a place of 
ill-re pute in New York. details suppressed by too 
mu<:h booze and his boon companio n. Co[ Allan. 

E>ditor of the fearlt's& i\/e11.· York Post. 
Nut so. It is an Arabised natio n whose Coptic 

Christianity was preceded by a mighty religious

political systC' rn. 
GKC Rules. Tiie British still sing William Blake's lyric: "And 

Young singer/ song writer Damien 01:'mpsey 

of Donaghmede. 

did those feet iu ancie.111 times walk upon England'~ 
moumains gree11/ And wa~ 
the Holy Lamb of Cod 

in1erviewccl uy Kdsey 
Munro (SMll111etroJune 
29). spoke fee.ling[)' of 
the rehd inspiration of 
hish hurt. He added, 'Bur 
th.,.re's an old poem, "Thi:' 
great Caels of freland, the 
men that Cod made rnad. 
for all their wars were 
merry. And all their songs 
were sad."' So maybe we 
were singing melancholy 
songs even be fort> 
colonialism: 

His 
.Munro seems to h>tH' 

nodded along, unaware, 

lile Dempsey. that the 
words were writttin by 
the Englishman GilbtJrt 
Ke ith Chesterton ( 1874-
1938) who would surely 
have been delighted that 
time ha~ made him an 

anonymous Irish bard. 
Chesterton wa, 

himself a rebel. He wrote 
in his new~paper column: 
·Cocoa is a coward. 
Cocoa is a cad.' And was 
fired. The newspaper 
(Th.e Dai(y News?) was 

Drinking 
muddied water 

Let us take care then, my 
brothers, not omly to live well, 

but also to conduct omselves 
well before men; let us try not 
only to have a good conscience, 
but as far as our weakness is 
able, as far as the vigilance of' 
our human frailty allows it, let. 
us see to it that nothing we do 
shall cause a weaker brother to 
have evil suspicions. We must 
take care that, while eating pure 
herbage and drinking pure water, 
we do not perhaps trample down 
God's pasture, so that the weak 
sheep have to eat what has been 
trampled on and drink what has 
been muddied. 

- St Augustine of Hippo, [354-435 AD] 
Sermon 4 7 quoted Roman Breviary, 

Second Reading at Matins fo,r Tuesday of 
the 14th Week of the Year, 

o n England·s pleasant 
pastures seen: 

Blake was, of course, 
referring to the folklore 
that Christ, as a boy, 
accompani<'d the trader 
Joseph of A rithme thea 
10 Britain On stronger 
authority - the NE•w 
Tes tame nt - it is known 
that the Christ child 
unde r Herod's death 
threa.L w as carried into 
Egypt by his mother. 
Mary and his foster
father Joseph, returni11g 
to Is rae l when it was 
deemed safe. 

Ue walks in Egypt 
still in the enduring faith 
of Coptic Christians. As 
a professed Chri$tia11 
himself'. Obama roighc 
have spelled this out in 

1h<" light or the Korm1's 
respect for Christ. 

The omission showed 
that he is not, as touted, 
a great oraior in tbe line 
of Abraham Lin.coin or 
Martin Luther King. 

controlled by the Fry family. whnse fortune was 
cocoa-bean based.. 

Porenria!ly maybe. Obama is a Lough talker at 
ho me while justly berating Greenspan anarchy 
and 111·ging mark.et re -regulatinn. AbroarL he is a 

sweet tal.ker. He praised i\forocco as the first polity 
ro recognise rhe U nited States. 

There's a song there for the bol<l Damien 
Demps .. ·y of Donaghmcde. 

High Five Obama 

The ascendancy of President Barack Obama 
continues and memories of his Cairo addres~ 

, 111! re~onate. Short of crediting Muslims with 
discoveri11g: America or lauding al PlymomJ1 Rock 

before the Pilgrim Fathers, he could not have 

Double irony. Market players may reme mber 
Obama's re.al estate coup.US Marines in curre m 
harm' s way may recall the line from their battle 

hymn, 'to the shores of Tripoli'. It commemorates 
President Teddy Roosevelt's dispatch of marines 
10 C'lean out pirate nests o n the Barbary Coast, an 
area not unadjace nt to ]\,forocco. 
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Fitz Spray 

Pcrhap, il takes a Qu~<'nslancle r to clo O\'er 
anothl·r Queen~lander. 111 Tlie Australian (June 
I O). Ross Fitzgerald W l'lll for Kcvi n Rudd like a 

ringer afcer a ~crub bull. 01w suggestio n: ·Rudd\ 
whole lifr i~ nn artifice .. : Add that hi, Queensland 
puhlic :;en·ice persona Dr D<·ath wa~ self-invented. 

Ficz1;crald wem on t,) 111t•111ion Ru<lcl's. •tixatio11 
"ith the Nazi-era victim Oictrio.:h 8011hoeller ... ( he 
rnill;hr find Thomas a Kempis a deeper inspiration 
and a stronge r spirilllal g11idc) .. : 

Thomas a KenJpi, ( 1380- 147 l) 1Hole Tiu• 
lmitaticm of C/1rin. a 
mediaeval best-~t•ller that 

Splend id Elizab e thau c·mtumt.• role for Rachel 
\Var<l. star ,rnd director. Her husband, Bryan 
Brown. could undo11bt<'dl~ pla~· the priest as tn 
di<' Cl'11L>Sian-CaLboli<· manm'r born. 

Metaphor Killer 

\\•1iat ro say abolll Peter Co~1(']lo's decision 
to quit pnlitil'~'? Fint. he d.-molished your 
correspo11<ll•111·s predictin. ~porting ml'taphor 
about h is being a player waitin1c co take Lhe 
hif!hesr mark: thl' Prime Ministerfhip. 

· So wh11t now? Co-,tello may well h., J politician 
he\'ond factual reponag-e. Finiun ma1· be 

, ncC'essaJY t0 tomprehend 
what dri1 e~ him. f, he a 

continue, 10 be read by 
thO!><" o f great inn11e1Ke 

and 11om·. Someone 

should read it into 
Hansar<l. 

Politics of the 
World to Come 

Hamlet u11ablt" to mak\' 
up his rnind wh.iJe ,a)in~. 
"The times are out or 
jni11t/ Oh, cursed ~pitf' 
That 1 wa~ burn to ,ei 

dwm right: Remote Control 

Promoting her debuc 
l'eatUre Beaurijul Kate, 
direnor Rach<~I Ward 
spoke of its Catholic 
themes, ad<l i ng; that 
.,ht> was •not remote!~· 
Catholic'. H ow r·<·motc 
is remote? Before the 

I Gth ce11tUl')' Prote~tant 
R<;>forma1ion. 1110H 

people of Europl.'ao 
ancestrv wc•re Catholic. 
practi~i-111; o r lapsc<l. 13y 
the mea~ure of an ecernal 
Faith what an• a few 

centuriPs of 11atiunalislic 

worship'! 
Without rlambcring 

through thr colu rnn~ of 

Political religion is an offence 
alike to religion and to politics 

it takes from Caesar what beloings 
to him of right and fills the temple 
with the noise and dust of the 
market place. The only really and 
specifically Christian politics are 
the politiGs of the world to come. 
and they transform social life not 
by competing with secular politics 
on tlleir own ground but by altering 
the focus of human thought and 
opening the closed house of secrular 
culture to the free light and air of a 
larger and a more real world. 

• Christopher Dawson. Religion and tt,e 
Modem State. $heed & Ward. London, 1935 

pp.122-3. 

Or i~ he affee1,;,d b:,· 

his quirky bac-L:~ro und: 

lrish-Australian Catliohc 
heritai;e, Baptist-An~c31l 
practice? 

Howev<'J', as a r~~ult 
of the wit I\ ith "'hich 
Co5idlo aunouuc..-d 
hi~ Jeparture and the 
relish with whid: h e 
appr<'ciatcd the applau~i:-
applaust· for it. yo ur 
con-esp-0ndcnl felt a tn:-,h 
metaphor cumin~ nn . 

Pete t· Costello could be 
another John Farnham. 
for~ver warbling 
!arr.well tour~. 

1·111 

Hollow Laughter 
Debrelf :111d Burl.e'.r Peerage or - horror - ~erting 
lo&t in rhe maze ea.lied Google, its is safe 10 say 

Radie! \Vartl has a connet.·tion witl1 the aristocratic 
Dudl<"y fomilv. Its Elizabethan earl wa~ a keen 

huutc;· of Catbo1ic recusant~ inrluding the 
Shakespt:ares. Yeah. Willy the actor/playwright\ 

mob. 

fourwav dispute~ among; busine~,. ,mions, 
Rudd Lal;oir and the Turnbull Coali1i .. n 01cr 
industrial r<'lation~ laws bring 10 mind "' p:i»ag.e 
from we St'llal'S and HJ Yemman·s f(fi6 am/ All 
T!iat. publi~hed in 1932. 

·Mosi memorablt> ... wa~ 1he disco\·~1') t madt> by 
all the rich men in ~11g!a11d at onc,d tb .. 1 wnmcn 

and children coulJ wo rk twenty-fin ho urs a 
day in factories without any of them dying: or 
b(·coming t>xces5in>ly deformed. Ibi~ \\a~ known 

a!> the Industrial Rt'\'f'latio11: 

A more apl t>xemplar for Ward would be 

Margan•t Ward, executed in 15~8 for helping a 
Catholic priest 10 esnipt• from Bride\, ell Prison 

and refusi11g lO di\'ulgt• hi~ hiding plaC'e. She was 
c an11ouised in 1970, o ne of ct11· Fmty MaMyrs of 

Enb-land and Wales. (c) Austral-Media Pty Ltd 2009 

ANNALS AUSTRALASIA 36 JUNE 20-09 



AusTRALIANA 

A little-known pioneer ef Australian l11i1Sic Theatr,e) and ef Relig£ous ivlus£c 

ANNE THERESE CLARKE/PART III 

NNE: THERESE 
CLARKE: arrived 
111 Hohart from 
London a~ au assisted 
immigrant in 1833. 
for seven year, she 
worked as a respected 

theatrical performer. then in I 84 L afi.er 
managing the Royal Victoria Theatre for 
a time, she sailed lO London to engage 
a first-ratt· professional cast wilh the 
intention of bringing them bad tO 

Austratia as as,isred immigraots. Mrs 
Clarke sU<"Ceeded, and her enterprise, 
foresight and imagination e nha1H:ed and 
changed the face of Aus tralian music 
theatre. 

Having e~tablished her 11ew um1pany 
in Hobart and Launceston, Mrs Clarkt• 
se ttled in to the day-to-day run11 ing uf 
the busine,~. Organising two varied 
aud interesting performancf'S a week 
for a professional theatl't' com1iany 
on an island with a populatiou of l e~o 
thau 25,000 mu st have lwen a very· 
time-consuming and stressful business. 
But, J e~pite the workload all or Mr~ 
Clarke's productions wPre meticulously 
rehearsed a11d pmsenced. 

From the poim of vie w or AustraLian 
theatre hisrnry, Mrs Clarke's company 
c:,w be seen as a direct link be tween 
the oh.! t:stablished theam:. families r.if 
Drury lane and ,vhat was to be come a 
new dyna$t_1/ of Australian performers. 
ln their ow11 right, the children of Mrs 
Clarke's performers made their owu 

-ignilicant eontl'ibution to Australian 
Thl'cilrc. In regard to this, it 0

5 worth 

follo11 iug die history of the ('ompany's 
fa1nili.-.;. 

One of \lr- Clarke"s star performers 
was Theuc.J,. , i.1 Yate~. an Irish-born 
descendant o t DaYid Garrick's fonwn& 

e ighteenth c.-mun· Drury Lane 

players Riehard :ind :\larv .\nn Yates. 
1l1eodosia, who adnprt'd the rrnme J1lrs 

'-t irling for the trip to Au otralia. 11 as 
J ta!rnted performer with a unique 

B!J Johu Colborne-Veel 

aptitude and me mory for music. It was 
only natnral that she and James Guerin 
rhc archest ra leade r ~hould form a 
bond and fall in love and mal1}'. 

Another romance blossomed 
between Jerome Caranclini and 
Marie Burgt·ss an incredibly tal l-'nte d 
seventeen-yea!'-old vocalist and they 
were manied a1 Sr Joseph's Cathol.ic 
Chul'ch floban on .March 11, 184:3. 
Marie made he!' professional debut at 

one of Mrs Clarke's coucens on the 21 st 
of August 1843. 

The Carandini's story is fulJ of irony, 
he was the tenth mar<1uis o f Sarzano 
and she was a forme r coachman· s 
daughter. Borh the coao.:hman and the 
coum arrived as assisted immigrants . 
And to top it off, the Carandi.nis found 
happiness and success i.n a profe.ssion 
which, in the class structure of the tim,~. 
was looked down and frowned upon by 
aristocrars and coachmen alike. 

Emma Young was the talente d 
daughter of actor pareut5, Emma 
received her early training as an ac1011·
,inger-dancel' in her father's company in 

Dowe 
ltnow more? 

THE stock argument in favor 
of postponing the school

leaving age and prolonging ·the 
period of education generally 
is there there is now so much 
more to !earn than there was 
io the Middle Ages. T his is 
partly true, but not wholly. 
The modem boy and girl are 
certainly taught more subjects -
bwt does that always mean that 
they actually know more? 

- Excerpted from The Lost Tools of 
Leaming, an essay by Dortohy Sayers 

[1893-1967) presented at Oxford in 1947. 

ANNALS AUSTRALASIA 37 JUNE 2009 

England and later appeared in Loudon. 
She ·prnbably immig rated to Tasmania 
on rhe 'Srra1hliekJsay' in 1834 with Mrs 
Clark and Dinah Murray, another ac:t01; 
who later managed th(~ Gcrlong the-atrc. 

In 1843 Emma had a chance meeting 
in Hobart with he r brother Charles. 
who was working as the second maH· 

011 a merchant ship. Like Emma. 
Charles had be<'n trained in his father's 

company fro m c h ildhood and was 

e.qually at home iu traged y, comedy, 
actiui;, ~i11ging and danc:ing; before 
joining rhe merchanl navy in 1838, he 
had s11ccessfully appeared in London. 
Natu rally, Emma and Mrs C larke 
persuaded Charles 10 leave his ship and 
_join the company, As Charles Horace 
Frisbee Young, he had a distinguished 
career in Australian Thc,ttrt' .. 

Mrs C!arkt' by no mea ns had a free 
rein i11 Tas mania; the companies of F B 
Watson and Samson Cameron were also 
wo rking !ht>. colony. ln addilio n there 
were always vis.iting celebrities such as 
Luigi Dalle Case the gymnast and his 
o.:0111pany o.:ompPting for t}1e audience. 

Possibly bcrause of the competition. 
l\frs Clarke's company seems ro ha\Tc 
experienced ~ome c.Jiffic11lty c..!uring 
1843 with the ir performances bei11g 
poorly attended. Another loss was Jolin 

H11\VSOn. who left the company and 
movcc..! to Sydney. 

lr is said that the only thing 

pennanem i11 show business is rhange. 
and so it was. 

The concraers for Mrs Clarh·\ 
Lo ndo n cast were about to expire. so 
she must have been flat out during the 
early part of 1844- finding experienced 
replacements and traini11g new recruits. 

A fortunate by-product of i\irs Clarke's 
hig h standards wa~ that the compauy 
had a great deal of prestige attached 
to it, as a result of which the best of 
the Colony>s aspiring talent naturally 
gravitated towards her. All she had to ' 

do was train 1liem. 



A lirnely marriage prod11n·d 01w 

new talt-m for the l:ompan_,. I l was in 
1844 rhar Emm,1 Younp: marril'd Georgt· 

[lerbE'rt Rogers. an up-and-cornin~ 
twcu1y-thrt-e _~car old actor ,\ ith an 
unus1Jal back~round. Hogns arri1Td 
in Tasmania as a Sergt'ant in tlw Fifty
First Rt'j!:imcnt. Ourillg hi~ ,pal'I:' tilllt' 

he took part i11 amateur d1catrirals. I !is 

talent wa~ such that in 1842 friends 

raised money tu bu.\ his discharv;e fro111 
the anny. From theu until hb marriage. 
Kogen worked as an a(·tor in Huban 

and La u11ceston for F B Wat~on, As a 
comedian. it i, said that. -His humou1· 
hacl ~ rit.:h and unctuous eharal'te,·, 
which c-:lllsed i1 en ooze out of him. a, it 

were. a1 Pvery pon,." 
A~ their c-ontn1c1 ~ expired I ht• 

members of Mrs Clark's imported 
company mo,c<l to S_vdne). They had 

be-en rhroug,h so mu l'h wgct her ic 
would be interesting to know how 
they partt-d company; perhnp;. like 
most perfornit•r, they just ,aid ··,ci• 
you lar<-r" ,rnd rnm·pd on. Aft,•r all, \Tr~ 
Clarke and 1\-T i ss Yu ung were the only 
one, left behind. And Mrs Clarke had 

high -.ca11danb to maintain :mcl a nc-1-\ 
compauv co builrl ttp. 

They all seem to have made their 
way independently of each othet·. 
Jcrnme and Maria Caranclini lef'T at'crr 
thC? hirth of tlwii- fin,1 child in August. 
Theudo5ia Yates. formally 1-lr~ Stirling 
now lnow u a~ l\·\ad arne C uC'rin. h·/'t 

with her hu~b~nd Jame~, Frank Holl'son 
with his wife and children. 

lrunicall_v, the atTival nf Mr, Clark,;, 

former company in Sy<l11l'y is said by 
many hi5torians tu herald the start of 
Australi,111 dwatfl' coming of age ,rnd a 

new era of t'\"cdk11<T. but to me d1a1 

moment in our history· re<1lly happened 
in Fc-bruar.\ 1842 and the honour surdy 
belong~ to Hohart. 

ThP arrival of Lhf.' C11t•ri11. Cg,1•andini 
,1.11d Howson fornilie, io S)·dney did .. 
hov. e,·er. si1rnal the anfral of a rww era 

or excellence for St Mar:,'~ Cathedral. 
wherl' tht'y wt're aetiH· a$ pcrfurmcrg 

1110,1 Sm1cla\'s. 

[l\ext Issue: Coppin the Great join;, 
Mr5 Cfark.e. The careers of' Guerin, 
Cara1tdi11i and Howson fan1ilies will bC' 
given in a l.:iter rpisod1cl 

,l,111~ Cr11.i.u11'\t-\-L'I L i::- a rf'e:ular n1ncribmor 1u 

./,,,,al.,·. Fur ,ix 1•,·w·, p,,,,,id,·rn of 1111· \ dim, shiµ uf 
A11 strJliau Cu1npu:--l'r!-. Jol111 is ,1 dl:--.ti11r!t1i~l112d jaz:1.. 
tm1<.;id;.lJ1, 1•0Jnpn1-rr- am.I librcui~L 
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Katyn 

More thau GO year., nn, ,ind 20 vears 
~ince Solidarity and Pope John Pa~I II. 
with Presidem Ronald Reagan·s aid, pur 
dow11 Poland·s Communist regime. 

Onl) now comes an account o f 
1he treach ery under which 22.000 
Polish officers, commis~ioned and 
11on-cornmissioncd. we-re c\'.ecu1ed b), 

Soviet Union secrPl policl' in what ha·~ 
become knowu as the Karyn Fores t 
l\fas~acre. 

Add searilig infamy: the German 
army di~covered the bodies in chc 
forest and made propagaoda o f them 
by broadcasting names and ranks, the 
Soviet lJnion conutl're<l by blaming 1he 
Nazi reg irne. 

Directo r An<lrzl•j Wajda opens 
with a sequence illustrating the brutal 
realpolitilc c-reated by tl1 t' Ribbentrop
Molotove non-aggre~sion pact: two 
Polish rerugee columns meet on a 
bridge one, heading case. Jleeing; Nazi 
forc·e~, rhe other. heading west. Soviet 
forces. -

Ani<>ng 1he refugl'CS is Anna (Maja 
Ostaszewski) heading eas1 with her 
daughter to try to r1>scue he r husbaJ1d 
Andrzej (Artur Zmij('wski). a l'avalry 
offfrer. Th e irs i s the love scor,, 1har 
hinds the movi<•'s strands togrth1•r, 
making; for a11 unbreakable link 
between past and present. 

And to Anclzej Wajda' ~ own past; 
hi~ father Jakub Wajda was a cavalry 
officer killed at Katyn. With his 
co-wri1c-rs Przemyslaw Nowakowski 
and \\'lady;law Pasilwwski. working 
from Andrzej Mola r<:z:yk"s novel, 
Wajda contrasts tlH• domeslic plight 
of n:fugees with 1hat of i111priso11cd 
o f1icers. 

Thus he intt·usifies t be foarsome 
power of the final sequence: single 
sho ts lO 1he back of rhe head. one after 
one after one. and a grave waiting. 

Th <c> re -eoaeced courage calls up 
off-screen remembrance of the Polish 
Hnme Army rising in Warsaw (Sovie t 
fon:es halting 1heir advance to further 
"'·tal.,m Pnland's resi~iance) and of free 
Poli~n t, irces in the Battle of .Bricaiu and 
th~ B.ictle of the Atlan1ic. at Tobrnk, 
Mom~ CJ-,inu. Arnhem and on D-Day, 
Sixth ,:,1 J.ir,,.. lD+t, 

Her•J t1. 11:'.tt,;. n ·warded with exile 
or oppr;,-- L buih emhitterc•d by the 
amhinLm•.•: r -\J,i:i,,-.\.m{'rican reac1ion 
to Kaon_ 

MOVIES 

By ] AMES MURRAY 

Now io his e ighties. Wajda has lost 
nooe of th~ magisteria l skill lhat made 
classics of Kanai, Aslws and Diamond.,· 
and Man ef S,~el He paces his film for 
what it it.: a requiem. making powerful 
use of religious symbols as against 
tbeir im pudent abuse by too many 
directors, indudiog .Ro11 Howard (See 
bdnw). 

Noce: repo l'ts from Russia lllake 
it clear tha1 some still deny Soviet 
culpability for Katyn. Others even 
sugge~I that P<>land was re~pons ible 
for srai·1i11g World War II. Coincidence? 
Or a counte r to Andrzej Wajda' ~ 
masterpiece for those who s1ill moud'1 
the dismissiVl' phrase ·reds under the 
bed' as if Communist cardres, hl•n· and 
elsewhere, wrrc benign boobie~? 

MAI5+*****NFFV 

Up 

Unfailingly blithe clirecwr/ wl'itPr 
Peter Do cter's Pixar cartoon wlls the 
s 101·y of grouchy Carl ~' rt'dricksen 
who afrrr rhe death of his d1ildhood 
soulmacc and wife. Ellie, is threatened 
with eviction, demolition and Zimmer
frJ_me depression in a nursing borne. 
• C11re: he flies in search of adventurr 
by way of the fa mas1ically simple 
el.pedie11t of tying ll huge bunch of 
balloons to his house. Once airborne. 
he dist·c,ver~ a passenge r: pesky. cve1· 
helpful .Junior Wilderness Expl<>rer. 
Russell from Tribe 54. Swea1 Lodge 12. 

Together, through storm, calm and 
HusseLrs gadge1ry. they make it to 
faraway but not benign Paradise Falls 
(inspired by the 1'epui /\fountains 
in 1he jungles Venezuela, Brazil ancl 
Guyana meet). 

It is dominaH'd by airship scientist
explorer CJrnrk•s Mun~ obsessed with 
ha ving a second hicr of the cherry, 
fame. He has mo dified a pack of 
hounds not only to hunt but to speak 
Carl and ){u.!>SCII b efriend one. Dup; 
(voiced by Bob Petersen) and see the 
res t off. Jn so doi11g find tl1e rare bird 
l\luntz has been seeking. Wl10 gets the 
bird and how might be a hint too fat: 

Cad is voiced by Ed Asner. Oldrr 
filrngoers may detect a comp uter-magic 
likeness to the great Spencer Traey in 
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his bcspcctaded Guess Who :r Coming tr; 

Dinner persona. 

And in Muntz (voiced by 
ChriscophE'r Plummer) 1 here is a 
s imilar likeness co the perdurable Kirl 
Douglas. The Junior Explorer (voiced 
by nine-yea1'-o ld Jordan Nagai)? Who 
else but Jacl:ie Coogan. rhe arche typal 
Hollrwood kid? 

Pe te Doctcr and a 1eam of other 
'A'l'i ten aud compute r a11imators ha\'c 
created a pel'rless cartoon. Crucial to its 
power is tha t the characters d raw clear 
lines of ,·irtue that are coo often fudg;E>d 
by the cast and c rew in livc•actinn 
movic~. 

Pixar was taken over by 0isnev. If ever 
there wa~ a benign cake-;wcr this wa~ it. 
As his in!'piration Pete Do('tc r mentions 
hi~ friend and fellow craftsman Joe 
Grant. one of Wah Oi~ney's 1937 team on 
Snou, White and thl' Se1.:en Dwaifs. 

PC*****SFFV 

The Fox and the Child 

When good Americans die-, it used to 
be said, they went to Paris. Hy the same 
token whc•11 good Crec11ics die thev 
must 1::11d up in Ain, a regio11 of Franc~ 
wildly beautiful in its mouolllins. forests 
and strt:ams 

Director Luc (March of the 
Penguins) Jacquet uses this location 
for a captiYating ~to ry of Bertille Nod
Bruneau. I I. d rawn into the lives of tl1c 
region's anima.ls after a meeting with a 
wild fox. 

Jacquet drnws on rhe global ubiquity 
of the fox. who even contrives to make 
du in suburban Aus1ralia. His childhood 
memories of the region provide dl<' 
movii::·s emoti()nal dri\'e. 

Dircc:rnr of photography Cerard 
Simou secures the J..ind o f footage of 
which Da\'id Atteob<>ro ugh dreams., i.i1 
particular a s ustained, trackinp; sequence 
i11 which a wild('at pursues the fox 
with a speed and f~rocit_v unmatched 
by o ~car WiJde's human hunl<>r, . '"The 
unspeakahJ., in pursuit of the uneatable.' 

Minor points: thC' dubbing into 
English is gauche. And Kate Wimlet's 
narration is too poshly English. 'Where 
is that animal l<>n·r Brigitte Bardor 
when we need hl"r? 

Adventu reland 

Starts drabbl_y, seemingly yet another 
ta le of tt•cnage angst in the pe riod 



betweea leaving high school a11d going 
to unh·ersity. Directo r Greg 1-.lotolla 
goes for something deever, pulling his 

shy hero James (Jesse Eisl'nherg) into 
the titular runrlown amusement park in 
1980s Piu&burgh. 

In the park Jame, meets an 
assortment of hi s peers, including the 
bolder Em ( Kristen Stewart). Bolder 
and already into an q/laire with Mike 
(Ryan Rey nolds). maintenance guy. 
manied and trailing the legend of being 
a l'Ock g11itarist. 

How Mocolla bring:s James anrl 
Em together is a small miracle of hope 
defying hanality. 

My Year Without Sex 

Writer/ rlirector Sarah Wall i~ thr 
laureate of inner suburbia. unlike 
o thers who cover the area, she 
appears to care for he r characters, not 
condescend ro them. 

Natalie ( Sacha Horle r) and Ross 
(Mau Ihy) are a marri!'d couple. 
With their two children Roby (Portis 
Bradley ) and Louis (Jonachan Segat), 
che_y lllight have been clipped from a 
cornflakes packet. 

Watt. however, has a way of 
uansmuting the seemingly obvious to 
allow for smiles on a bitter day. When 
Natalie. undergoing a 1·outine test, 
collapses from an aneurysm, the famJly 
~oes onto a diet of panic and when she 
recovers. the 110-sex-we·re-fragile e<lic-t 
comes irno tragi-comic play. 

Watt, who started as an animator, 
uses be r crafc skills (as she did in her 
admirable first feature, look Bot/1 Ways) 
to hi!!;hlight her rnovi<•. The te rm auteur 
teods to bt' thrown at anyom· who can 
look through a viewJinder. Sarah Watt, 
however, is truly an auteur: artist-eyed 
she suiveys the humdrum and sees in it 
che e}[traordinaiy. 

Ooly she, pe rhaps, could have 
prevailed on he r husband. William 
Mclnnes, to go b eyond the call of 
marital duty and play a cameo role in 
which he den10nstra1es that hell hath no 
fury like a cross-dres~er in a spasm of 
road-rage. 

Disgrace 

Au Australian drama loaded with 
high <listioction. lt is based oo die novel 
hv Nobel Laureate JM Coetzee that 

Official 
Classifications key 

G: for general exhibition; PG: 
parental guidance recommended 
for persons under 15 years; 
M 15+: recommended for 
mature audiences I 5 years and 
over; MA 15+: restrictions apply 
to persons under the age of I S; 
R 18+: Restricted to adults, 
18 years and over. 

Annals supplementar~, 
advice 

SFFV: Suitable For Family Viewin:g; 
NFFV: Not For Family Viewing. 

won che 199!) Booker Pri;,;c. Adapted 
for che ~creen b) Arma-Maria Monri•cell~ 
it \\ a$ di rected by her husband Steve 
Jacob~ on locations in South Africa. 

John Malkovi<:h plays David Lurie 
a lenurer in romantic poetry an<l a 
practitioner of reel.less lechery. lt 
indudes a prostitute hut it is his ,y_'faire 
with a femak• student that leads t0 his 
disrni, ~al. 

He findi. refuge with hi~ daughter 
Lucy (Jessica Haines) on a farm where 
her m;iin support i~ Pc•crus (Ebo 
Ehoane_\ ). In lwr father's helpless 
presence. Lucy is raped b) three na tive 
imrudcrs, one a y<>u11g, s imple-minded 
relaciw of Petrus·s. Lurie finds him self 
on the other ~ide of the raiwr wi,te of 
sex, power and race in post-aparrheid 
SoULh Africa 

Jacob~ acids to the di stinctioll) by 
directing with contrnlled flair. Yet the 
movie fail s to convinct' totally. It may 
be the casting of Malkovich. He plays 
wit.h meticulous d iscipline but fails to 

transcend his Ulc~pian idiosyncracies. 
As o ne \,·atd1cs him twitch.. the 

notion occur. thac J acohs. an actor of 
plainer technique. should have done a 
Clint Eastwood and directed hims1?lf in 
the Lurie role. 

Further, in adapting the novel, 
Montice lli prrsuaded Coeczee to le t 
he,· provide a more positive ending. 
Chutzpah rules! The Nobel laureate and 
Booker prize winner agreed. 

Accordingly, the ending comes down 
to Lucy acceptanre of her pregoanc}' 
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lc\>S on moral grounds than in retum for 
l'etrus and his n:lative·s protection and 
a continuing life in South Africa. 

TI1is is a positive C'nding:9 TI1ose who 
have no t read che nO\ el ( iJ1cluding this 
reviewer) may wonder at ju;:c how bleak 
Coetzcc's own ending is but u11derstand 
better why he has chosen to became an 
Australian citizen living in Adelaide. 

MAIS+***NFFV 

Mes Amis Mes Amours 

Is a variation on rhe Odd Couplr -
a vinaigrette variation - which adds 
to Neil Simo n-s hasic recive a couple 
of children. Cute? ~lais o ui! Mathias 
( Vincent Lindou) i, a bookseller whose 
hot-temper sh oots him from Pari s to 
London and its French enclave in Somh 
Kensington, known as Frog Alll'Y (the 
first Elizabethan-age enclave called 
more politely Petty France does not rate 
a mention). 

lo Londoo, Mathias is reunited with 
his pal Antoine (Pascal Elhe). They 
decide lO sec up a rnenage cogcther. 
Here improbability intrudes. For their 
joiot ho rne they an1uire a rundown 
mew~ house. Rundown't A mews house 
in 2 1 st ce11tury London? The facade i~ 
obviously a studio fake. 

Director Lorraine Levy ma.L.es too 
much of stitting up the scene pcrhap& 
in defe rence tu her brothe r Marc 
Lcvy's oovel. But Lindo n and Elbl' 
display enough clan to preclude odious 
comparisons with Walter Matthau and 
J ack Lemmon ( ruovie) as well as Jacf.. 
Klugman and Tony B.andaU (TI' series). 

None of the role predecessors had an 
actress as lus trous as Yirginie Ledoyen 
to bcguilt> them as Audrey a TV 
reporter. Mathias foil s in love wich her. 
Antoine'? Hi~ love i , further and nearer: 
the local flori~L ( FlorencO? foresti). 

Both Mathias and Antoine, it should 
he said, are sin15le aftey se paration 
frorn their \\'lves. Obviously in a French 
e uclave they take no account of the 
g1·ea1 Lo ndoner Dr Saro Jo hnson·s quip 
about remarriage being the triumph of 
hope over experience. 

I Love You Man 

Another Odd Couple variation. ln 
this 01w, Los Angles real-eslale agent 
Pecer Klaven (Paul Rudel) overhears his 
live-in ti11ancee Zooey (Rasl1ida Jones) 
discuss with g irl friends his Jack of male 



pals and his apron-s trings to his Mom 
(Jane Curtin). 

Joho Hamburg as director (co-writt>r 
Larry Levin) ensures raw meat when 
Peter afLer obligatory fal se starts meels 
Sydnt:y Fife (Jason Segel) at an operi 
honsc, owned by Lou ( Incredible Ru//.;) 
Fcrrib'TIO who gers to play a cameo. 

Klavt>n is dapper. Fife is unkempt 
but cool (ugg boots, cargo pants and 
plaid shirts) They bond over rocl-·u·
roll in che latter's Ve nice Beach pad. 
Segel goes for a llamboyam, overhead
smash pt"rforn1ance. Rudd underplay~. 
lobbing Segel and taking tbe honour·~. 

The movie displays a busiucss plo) 
lural rl'al-estate agents miglu care to 

emulatf' with sti1Dulaliug effect: food and 
drink. is provided for potcnital cliems. 

MA 15+***NFF'V 

Shall We Kiss? 
(Un Baiser S'il Vous Plait) 

What's tit<' Frend, for h:Lt-tricks'? 
Whatt·vt.'r ir is, F:nimanuel Mu nre1 
completes them by writi11g. directing 
and sta rring in romantic comedies. 
These arc like fine ly crafted wooden 
r>uzzles wi1hin puzzles where all the 
bits evenmally fit perfectly. 

He plays 1icolas. a school-reacher 
who prevai ls on his best friend Judith 
(Virg inie Ledoyen) a scientist to help 
liim in an extra-mari tal experiment to 
1·11re his shyness. 

Mouret's puzzles are reminiscclll 
of his c·umpatriot Eric H.oltmer's 
bur witlwut the latte!''s morality. 
aJthough Mouret does use Sd1ube11 as 
background music. 

The Merchant of Venice 

Ev<'rest challenge: adaptin~ William 
Shakespeare for the screen . Writer/ 
director Mic-hae l lladfonJ gets well 
above base camp, aided by a support 
l'l't'W that indudes some mighty 
-herpas: Al Padno, Jeremy lmn~, Juseph 
Fi.-nnes and Lynn Collins. 

B•Jt fian ford makes Venice too misty, 
mo n: rrl..~ ll stage for tllt'm to strut their 
hour ... "::h, lock. Autonio. Bassanio and 
Ponia in m e deathless tale of rhe Jewish 
rnuney-hmd.,r ,, ho organised a pound 
uf flesh a, c, ,1 1,ueral from Aml)nio for 
a loan co b en c,fi1 hi" younger frie nd 
Bassanio. 

And surely that i~ not an uotextual. 
lateut homosexual urge emer{!;ing as 

Antuuio sprawls 011 a four poster w 
discuss the loan with Bassanio? 

The cast may respeu Shakespeare's 
genius as a writer but they ignore bis 
advice as an actor, g iven to the Players 
in Hamiel Generally they do 1101 speak 
the lines tr ippingly. l.1 is left lo Al 
Pacioo in th1· criaJ scene lO show bow 
ShakPbpcart•s linC's should b i:' spoken. 

PC***SFF'V 

Angels and Demons 

Dif6cult 10 sum up the egregiousness 
of this pseudo-rraged). Fo11unatelr Tom 
Hanks its star, has d on<' so. He called 
it, ·Tosh: Which i-,1iscs an awkward 
questio n unasked of Hanks d ul'ing 
prr>motional tours 

Why does a double Acl!demy Award 
actor and inOuential pro<l uct•r lend 
his talen t to ·wsh"? Is it the company 
of director Run Ho,\ard? Or that of 
scriptwrite rs David Koep and Akiva 
Goldman? 

They work fro m a Dan Brown 
farrago writt<'n before he and his wife 
put togetlH'r a lemon jackpot with The 
Da /liru·i Code which showed whac ·wsh· 
can be: 1he profanation of the sacJ·ed for 
profit. 

Or is it forth~ pleasure of running 
throutfh Rome as Professor Rohert 
Lang<lon while yabbering brc•uthless 
plot exposition to physicist Vittoria 
Yerra (Ayelec Zunir) or anyone else who 
can keep iJl the frame? 

Okay. Langdon ha~ been s tream
lined with a sho rt back. and sides in 
contrast to bis earlier draggy locks. He 
now runs as fost as tltat previom Hanks 
chllracter Forrest Gump. But what 
makes him run in Vespa city? 

H..- is chasing clut•s hoping to 
prevent the m urd<-r o f four cardinals. 
~eemi11gly kidnapped by represeotativei. 
of mub o f bright sparks k.nuwn as thP 
lllurninati o n the eve of a conclave to 
clec.t a new pope. 

The plot McC uffin is one 1hat 
ou1-Hitchcocks Ilitc.111:ock, who invem..-d 
the term: a canister of anti-matter with 
th i: potential to dest roy the mock•up 
Vatican bu il t for the movie in America 
when church authorities 1·efused 
permission to film in the Vatican itself. 

Othcn along for the ru II iucluilc 
Ewan McGregor (youngest Carnerlt'ngo 
in his1ory). Stellau Scarsgard (Vat ican 
secm·ity boss) and Arm.in Mueller Stahl 
( Dean of th<' College uf Cardinals). 
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Intriguingly, Hanks <'Ontinues to 
ignore the powntial of a black comedy 
co-starring his wifP Rita . .It's the o ne 
about the writer Dun .Bran whose wife, 
reversing the roles of Mons ie.ur Will}' 
and Colette. locks him in his room 
umil he makes a farl'ago of hes fanciFul 
mHcorch. 

State of Play 

Direcror Kevin Mcdonald·s political 
thri lle r is an Americanisation of Paul 
Abbott's B BC series of the same t itle. 
But casting Helen Mirren a Washington 
Clohe editor, Cameron Lynne. a look
alike for legendary JVaskington it>.,'! boss 
~a1herine Graham. reinfo rces echoes of 
.411 t/1e Pre.ritlem 's il!Jen. 

What a movic. As a resulr of it a 
million youngsters rose 11p yelling. 'We 
\\ :ir1t co bC' investigative repo.ners: and 
in a shrinkin~. print world became PRs. 

That ~h l'inking world hones 
Ru5sell Crowc"s razor-ed gey turn as 
Cal .McAffre~. a note boo k and pencil 
reporter torc:ed ro co-o perate with 
young internet whi7. Delia Frye (Rachel 
McAdam). Which may be why Crowe 
- a shrewd player · to offset Mc:Adam's 
b eauty re,ort< to a mop of hair rhac 
l()oks to ha, e been lift rd from the 
Beast (rather than rcp<>rtedly from 
Australiau 5porrswritrr St(•ve Mascord). 

In am case. Crowe is never less than 
compellin~ a~ ~kAffre.y. That his and 
Frye·s e:xclu.ivc involves skulduggery 
and his college buddy, Congressman 
Stephen Collins ( l3en Affleck.) takes the 
narrath c tO a poim rlrar might begin to 
comin<'t' even cynical hacks. 

Then c<Hnes a line that shoul<l 
make i\la<'do nald and writers MatLIH•w 
Michae l Carnaha11, Tony Gilroy and 
Billy Ray cry into their drinks. As the 
movie reaches its climax, Cameron 
Lynne says she has hcl<l tlw edition for 
•six hours'. Six hours? B1·caJ.. it duwn. 
Inds. Never try to va ry the immorrnl 
line: 'Hold the front page!' 

M***NFF\7 

Sunshine Cleaning 

No way to stimulate rhe economy 
but certainly a way to s timulate 
laughter: Amy Adams and E1J1ily 
Blunr play ing the sisters Rose and 
Norah Lorkowski who clean-up the 
messy aftcrmarh of deaths. violent and 
untimely. 



They are aided b} Alan Arkin al, 
their gl'umpy, t hancer Pa and hindered 
by Rose 's genius son o~car (Jason 
Spevack) whose need for rrivatl" 
schooling drives cht> bui.iness. Steve 
Zahn comes on as tht> married eop and 
lo\l~I' who puts Rose in the way of 1he 
dirty and lucrarin! business before she, 
conscience-bound, sends him packing. 

Director Christine Jeffs and 
scriptwriter Megan Holly (inspired by 
a news itt>m) rhankful.ly spare tbe gme 
while driving to the happ_v condusiou: 
family is the strongest structure in 
udversiry. 

MAI .5+*** NFFV 

Night at the Museum 2 

Another smart turn by Amy Adams; 
1his time she plays aviauix Amelia 
F:arhan. a \·e11· smart turn. Adams plays 
her as Kathariuc Hepburn might. Very. 
very smart, she steals t he movie from 
original incu mhencs, Museum Guard 
Larry Daley ( Ben Stiller). President 
Teddy llooseYelc ( Robin Williams). 
Cowboy (Oweo Wilson), Centurio n 
(Steve Cooga n) aod i\foseum Director 
(Rick.y Gervaj&). 

Add Hank. Azaria as tbe Pharaoh 
Katl1ruiunrah. who sounds as if he 
wl•re educated at Eton and Oxford, am.I 
Ad11rns'5 theft becomes grand larcency. 

In on<' way ac least the S('quet agai11 
directed by Shawn Levy, is superior to 
the original - the larter was set iu New 
York's l\l11seum or Narnral History: 
the former is set in Washi11gtu11·s 
Snuth~onian I nstirution. 

More exciting exhibits. More 
exhilarating laughter. 

Wake in Fright 

Canadian director Ted Kotche ff's 
arch etypal dram~ called Outbad,: in the 
US. was rescued from a tip chert' by its 
indefatigable editor Tony Bucklc_y. 

Based on Kenneth Cook·s novel. it 
tells the story of schoolteacher Joh11 
Grant (Gary Bond) who O\·crnights 
i11 Bundayabba onl} to become 
L·mbroiled in its boozing, gambling and 
roo-shooting clllture (not quite rhe mol 
ju.rte). 

The township's denizens are played 
by the Jiles of Donalrl Pleasauce, Jack 
Thompson. Sylvia Ray and Chips 
Rafft:ny at his moH unamiable as the 
local wallopPr. 

Technically refurbish{·d. it is worth 
a secuud loo k by nostalgic:s and a 
fir!<t look hy neophytes. Peeking 
(mctaphorirally) from a corrwr o[ 
the fram e is Crocodile Dundee (Paul 
Hogan), who was to make a for-tune 
from sending the genre up. 

MAJ 5+wwwNFFV 

Quiet Chaos 
(Caos Calmo) 

Pirtro Paladini (Naiini Moretti ) is 
in mourning for his wife Lara (Ester 
C:mtllari) who died at their holiday
housP whil<• he. with hi~ brother Carlo 
(Alessandro Cassman), was helping !O 

rescue cwo women at 1hc beach. 
In the aftcrma1h. he focuses o n 

his daug hte r C laudia (8\u Yosh imi). 
spcn<liug his days in a pa rk. nea1· her 
school imtcad of raking part in the 
boardr<>om squabbles inseparable from 
media mprgers. 

As a result of his paternal Jove 
he becomes a legend on hi~ ow11 
park bench. consulted by rela tiV('s 
and coll t>agues, meetini; passer-s -by 
including the beautC'Ous. young ,Jola11cla 
(Kasia Smu111iak). 

Directed by Amo11cllo Grimaldi and 
written by More tti. laura Paolucci and 
Francesco Piccolo, the rqmarJct· is baslc'd 
on Sandro Yeroncsi's nove l. 

Grimaldi mars its tender, sombre 
llow in a sequence between Paladini 
and Eleauor.i ( Isabella Fl'rrari) o ne of 
the women he rescued . It is so starkly 
unexpected it may h e an om-take 
scavenged from the cutting-room 0oor 
of Morctci's own movie, Coinum. 

Thi~ wa~ inspired by Italy's Pres ident 
Silvio Be rlusconi, who has surpassed 
Benito l\l ussolini - the latter got the 
trains to run on time: Berlusconi has 
synchronised affairs o f s tate with his 
own. 

Hannah Montana: The 
Movie 

Apple pie duels not come rnore 
Ameriean than tht• a ll-singing:, all 
dancing litk character played by Miley 
Cyrus, plain-Jane brune tte off-screen. 
day-dream, blond('-wigged popstar on 
SCl'CCII. 

Prntecting her, off or on, is ht'r 
Pa (real-life Pa.· folk s inge r Billy Ray 
Cyrus) as she makes mo re mon~y for 
herself (ond the Walt Disney Company) 
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than Mickev and Minnie Mouse in fort 
Knox. 

Some may think cl1t• l-la11nah 
Montana apple piii too swcc-r. Fair 
enouii;h. But duu·c think it 11loud in 
tblc' bearing of million~ of fans. Like 
suggesting Santa Claus sufft,r;, fro 111 

terminal obesity. Or the Totith Fairy is 
a mt•an dentist profiting from 1'1:'C')'clin~ 
children"s ind~or enamel. 

C***SFFV 

Ghosts of Girlfriends Past 

Fl'w stories ha\'e b een adapted 
mo re often than a A Christmas Cam/.. 
speed-written by Charle5 Dick.en.,, 
to b oil a pm. Mauhew McConaughy 
play~ Scrooge, alia-; Connor Mead. bur 
as a nwanil' of rhe lrt•art rarher rhan 
of money. his job as a photogrnpher 
providing oppo rtunities galot·e for 
lusting and leaving. 

Michae l Doug las take, the rolt• of 
Ma1·ley, alias U11cle Wayne, Connor's 
boyhood mentor. At rile wedding 
of Cunnor·s yt•ungt>r brother Paul 
(Breckin Meyer). ~hostly Uncle Wayne 
re rurus to conjure \'isitadons rrom the 
girlfriends past. 

Also at the wedding i. J e tllly 
(Jennifer Gamer). Can she ,a\'t' Conuol' 
from a lonesome fate? The 11\0\ ir is a 
travesty but the Dicken• o riginal was 
into a happy cmliug. 

Terminator: Salvation 

Whizba11g sequel to what was once 
Arnie Swarzeneg:gt'r·s sci-fi franchise 
before his political 1:areer in Califomia 
went catastrophie. Two for ont>. 
Christian Bah- a11d Sa111 Worthington 
s11arc the liernics as frt•f.'dnrn fi~hter 
John Connor and mystery I raveller 
Marcus Wright. 

Directed b} McC (od1t>rwise known 
as Thomas McCinty). the rhrillPr 
ta.kt!s us full fathom lhc incu a po5t
apoc-alyptic: world wherE• machines 
d omi11a1e (no crerl it to the late Lord 
Dunsany who in thC' I ~150, wrote a 
no\'ella on the topic). 

At times, perhaps because of the 
Australian Worthington_ sequeuccs arC' 
like out-takes fro m direc·tor Gcorge
!.1iller·s Mad lltru: suite in major 
mayhem .. 

MA 15+***NffV 
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SGS! ~ Q1111stfMlt, In tlle ■td•ll East 
DEEPLY saddened by the crisis engulfing Christianity 
in the Middle East, Pope Benedict XVI has asked the 
Catholic charity Aid to the Church in Need (ACN) to 
provide urgent help. 

In many parts of the land Our Lord Jesus Christ knew 
so well, the faithful now live in fear as increasing 
poverty and growing extremism threaten the survival 
of these ancient communities. 

A mass exodus of Christians from the Middle East 
is now taking place. For some it is a question of 
escaping bloody persecution. In the Holy Land for 
example, the proportion of Christians has plummeted 
from 20% to as little as 1.4% in the last 40 years. 

ACN is helping to keep faith and hope alive 
throughout the region by providing urgent aid to 
priests, religious and Jay people, offering subsistence 
help to refugees and building and repairing Churches 
and convents. Please help us strengthen and rebuild 
the Church in the land of Christ's birth. 

A beautiful, olive wood crucifix, handcrafted in 
Bethlehem, will be sent to all those who give a 
donation of $20.00 or more to help this campaign. 

Please tick the box below if you like to receive the 
little olive wood crucifix*. · 

------------------■---------•• Donation Form: SOS! - Christiani1ty in the Middle East 
•• Send To: Aid to the Church in Need, PO Box 6245 '.Blacktown DC NSW 2148 

Phone/Fax No: (02) 9679-1929 E-mail: info@aidtochurch.org Web: www.aidtochurch.org 

I/We enclose $ .................. t o help keep Christianity alive 
in the M iddle East. 

O Yes please send me the little olive wood crucifix* 

Made of o live wood from t he 
Holy Land, t his small crucifix is 
powerfully evocative of Christ's 
passion and death. The crucifixes 
are lovingly handcrafted by 
poverry stricken families in 
Bethlehem and your donation 
helps t hem survive. Comes in a 
display box wit h accompanying 
religious image. 
(Size 12cm x 7cm) 

I enclose a chequel'money order payable to Aid to 
the Church in Need OR please debit my Visa or Mastercard 

□□□□ □□□□ □□□□ □□□□ 
Exp. Date _ / _ Sig nature . .................. . . .. . . ... ... . 

BLOCK LffiERS PLEASE 
PG: 519 

Mr/Mrs/Ms/Sr/Rev .. .. ..••....... • .•••.••. ..... . ... ..•.•.•.•.. 

A ddress. , ..... ••.• •. ••. ..•. . •••.•. , . , ........... • ..•.. .. . . 
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WORLD WAR II 

Nazis on trial hz Lithuania;five years before the outbreak if war in 1939 

THE WORLD'S FIRST NAZI TRIAL 

ITHUANIA was the 
first coumry in the 
world to prosecute 
Nazi conspirators. It 
happe ned in 1934-
35. that is, mor·e than 
ten years before the 

Nuremberg trials. l'he case dealt with a 
secret Nazi plot to snatch the Baltic port 
of Klaipeda and its surrounding area 
from Lithuanian control and annex this 
territory to II.itler's Germany. 

An underground cell of the German 
National Socialist. i.e. Nazi, Party 
I.NSDAPJ was established io Klaipeda 
as far back as 1928. The group grew 
and took part in the regi·onal election 
on May 22, 1933, under the guise 
of the Christian Socialist Workers' 
Party ( C/rristliche - Sozialistisc/1e 
Artbeitsgemeinschajt [CSA/. The CSA's 
chairman was Pastor Sass, assisted by 
Ropp, Gaebler and others. 

Before long, however, Rudolph 
Hess in Berlin demanded that Sass· 
be replaced by a stronger leader, 
veterinary surgeon Dr. K. Neumann. 
When Sass refused to step d.own, a 
s~cond Nazi party was est.ablished in 
Klaipeda on July 6, 1933: Sozialistisd1e 

By Algimantas Taskunas 

Volkrgemeinschaft- [SOVOG J. SOVO G 
claimed to be loyal to the Lithuanian 
government, but was in fact working 
against it. 

Both parties actively recroited new 
members. using propaganda. threaits. 
promises and cash. Tbe latest available 
data showed 2,258 me mbers in CSA 
and 5,986 in SOVOG. Both parties 
had secret Sturm Kolonnen or storm 
troopers [ SK.] who received military 
training twice a week. S Ks were 
structured along the lines of the Nazi 
SA and SS units. They wert• expected. 
amongst other duties, to gather 
intelligence and co cany out terrol'ist 
acts. 

By early 1934. both parties were 
busy organising an armed insurrection. 
Many members were sent to spec.ial 
NSDA.P schools in Germany. SA troo:ps 
were stationed a t the Lithuanian 
frontier. Word was spread systemacicalrly 
tbat 'it was rime to liberate the Klaipeda 
region from the Lithuanians'. Cai,h 
for su bversiou kept coming in from 
Germany. 

The Lithuanian authorities started 
their inquiries on February 24, 193 4. 
A wtal of 1, I 04 illegal firearms were 

Discarding the Past 

Just as few adolescents can ever believe that their parents have 
been through the same stages of attitude and development 

before them, so one of the more fre.quently recurrent fallacies 
has been people's belief that their own age is without precedent, 
that some new order is coming to birth in which all the general 
assumptions previously made about human behaviour are 
becoming somehow outmoded. In few ages has this belief been 
more prevalent than our own. In fact there were few ingredients in 
the bubble of excitement which welled up in the years after 1956 
which have not in essence appeared in various guises in many 
other societies and times. 

- Christopher Booker, The Neophiliacs, Pirnlico, 1969, p.50 
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seized from SOS CSA and SOVOG 
members. Just ooe of them, tht: leader 
of SOVOC in rhe city of Klaipcda, Mr 
Rademache1; was discovered to have 
hoarded 18 tmlicensed guns. 

Then, on March 23, 1934-, four 
SOVOG members assassinatrd Ceorg 
Jesuu.is, a sergeant-major in the 
district court of Klaipeda. Jesuttis had 
been clandestinely dealing with the 
Nazis since 1928. During the 1934 
investigation, he was questioned by the 
Lithuanian security police. 

The local German Vice Consul. Dr 
Strack, and Mr Moser, the Nazi chief 
of Tilsit, felt that Jesuttis bad to be 
silenced before he divulged too mueh 
of the Na.zi plans for K.laipc~da. Jes uttis 
was musdered on March 23. 1934 and 
his body was thrown into the Jura river. 

On May 14, 1934, two SOVOG 
membl?rs also tried to kill another 
fellow member of tl1eir party, Wilhelm 
Lopps. He was accused of supplying 
information to thi> Lith uauians. Th.is 
al'iempc on !VI r Lopps's life was not 
successful. 

The judicial case opened on 
December 14. 1934 and concluded 
more tban three months later, 011 March 
26, 1935. A total of 126 persons were 
charged, with their alleged offences 
eJCtendin~ over a wide range of crimes, 
including murder, att,·mpted murder, 
conspirilig a[!;ainst the star.e, and keeping 
illegal weapons. 

Thirty-five persons were found 
to be not guilty and were an1uitted. 
The four killers of Sgt Jesuttis were 
identified and were sentenced to death. 
This verdict was later commuted to 

life imprisonmenl. Dr Neumann and 
Be rtulaitis were jailed with hard labour 
for 12 ye.ars. Sass and Ropp received 8 
years' imprisonment eacb. Most of these 
prisoners were amnestied on September 
8, 1937. 

lhe entire process became known as 
the Neumann-Sass case, after the names 



of the two Nazi leaders. Throughout 
it~ duration, Germany conducted a 
relentless large-scale anti-Lithuanian 

campaign. Abuse, smears and outright 
Lies we re hroadc:ast non-stop from 
Berljn to tlie entire world. 

From the outset. the German 
Goveromem also resorted co Lithuania"s 
economic repress ion. The Germans 

imposed a high customs tariff duty on 
all Lithuanian agricultural imports; then. 
at the end of 1934, Germany cancell.ed 
all tradfog treaties with Lich uan.ia. 

The small republic of Lithuania 
was hit seve re ly, but did not give in. 
Lithuanian poultry farmers were stucJi.. 
witb thousands or geese. originally 
earmarked for eJCport co Germany. The 
Lithuanian g;ovt•rnme nt came to the 
farme r~• r-escue hy requiriug all civil 
servants to buy the unwanted poultry. 
The number of geese to be purchased 
was directly related to each employee's 
salary grade: the higher the race of 
pay, the more geese the emµloyce had 
Lo take home for his or her Suuday 
dinner. 

At leasr one of the participants in the 
Neuma1m-Sass case. had an Australian 
li11k. Young Lithuanian lawyer Antanas 
M_ikai la worked as an assistant 

prosen1tor ar rhe Sass - Neumann case 
in 1934-35. rive years later, Rus~ia 
- which was Nazi Germany"s closest 
partne r and stipporre r at the time -
occupied Lithuania (1940-4 1). Mikaila 

was promptly jailed by the Soviets, his 
only t raosgreession be iug that he had 
heen employed in a juclicial position in 
i.udependent LidJuania. 

Then, dUJiog the German occupation 
of Lichuaofa that followed (194 1-44), 
M_ikaila was again sough.t by the Nazis, 

but he r:naoaged ro go into hiding and 
so es<;aped a secood imp1isonment. 

Antanas Mikaila migrated c.o Australia 
in 1949 and died before he could w1ite 
his memoirs. 

J.Dn~ (• J, DainauskasJ, Nenm,rnnn 11· Sasso byla , 
Liet1111i Em;il·kipt!r/ijct X X Boston: Lt: 1~6Ct, pp.253-1+. 

CERUTJS, AJbt>na-s, lirhuauiu 700 }(°r:u~ 6th E.di1jcm. 
'l'n1J,.,l, Algird,.1,t- Uudrcd d~. New York: MarLyJand Book~. 
1969. 1984. pp.l42-246. l'LfEC. f..!\ .. [),, Mcwcll, ,,d 
1920. 1939. \l'iio·,burg. Hll\2. 

KfalpAflos 1:.ra;to ko u-..·e-11clja ir ! tarnt.as. Linuvi 
E,m'k/(lprrli)a~ Xll Bu::iion: l~F., l95?. 

J lhc. forcig11 Miu i~tty of Lithuania J. (!lfe.Jtion dtt 1Jf(Tnul 
Vols.i :uvl 2. K:u_m-a~~ "ThL! .Mioi,tr)· uf tOn .. •ign Affairs. 
l lJ24 (in Ji'rem:h) . 

lkprim,·d with permission from L irhuanian Fbpen, 
22 r2008] Arnu,aJ Joun1al of Jl1p Lithuanian Studies 
So~iety a, the Uni\'e rsity of Tasmania. 

Sea Levels Rising? 
A continued slow rise in sea levels is probably the biggest 
~roblem for humans likely t:o arise from a moderate global 
warming. Six inches per century is slow, but if it continues for the 
next five hundred years, say, it would cause significant coastal 
changes. Still, this is a smaller problem than the alarmists have 
claimed. 

The world wouldn't lose its wetlands due to rising sea levels. 
The wetlands and their speci◄~s would simply move slightly 
upslope, as they have so many times in the past. The amount 
of land involved would be trivial. The real impact would be on 
man-made structures, which 111.lould have to be abandoned or 
moved inland. Even here, the problem is not great. How many 
buildings near coasts are built with the expectation that they will 
last 100 years, 200 years, or even longer? 

If we are wise, we will avoid encouraging new building and 
development in low-lying coastal plains. Tougher zoning for 
low-lying areas and tougher building codes for areas within reach 
of storm surges make sense, whether or not sea levels are rising. 
The massive problems inflicted by Hurricane Katrina on the city 
of New Orleans and the comm1.,1nities of the Gulf Coast in 2005 
underscore that point, and remirid us that normal hurricane risks 
are amplified as our cities grow 1and our people seek waterfronts 
on which to live and play. At the very least. America should stop 
encouraging high-risk watersid◄3 building through government
financed flood insurance. 

- Unstoppable Global Warming, S. Fred Singer, Dennis T. Avery, 
Rowman and Little,field, 2008, p.160. 

CAMPH11\T~ 
COLLEGE AUSTRAL!~ 

CATHOLIC LEARNING IN THE LIBERAL hln"S 

llJW'W,c&mpton.edu.au 

''The Catholi University ... 
has always b en recognised 
as an incomp rable centre 
for creativity nd the 
disseminatio of knowledge 
for the good o Humanity'' 

- l'opv .l<>h11-l'au l II. l .ilwral Art, Cr,1<h"H•· 
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Now Available from Chevalier Press 

TWO NEW BOOKLETS 
Ideal as gifts for Christmas or Easter, Birthdays or Confirmation or simply 

to fill in gaps in your library of Catholic Faith and Tradition. 

Whatever h 
to the t-. •• 

1 
appened 

wve Ve A 
Postles? 

WHATEVER HAPPENED 
TO THE RELICS OF OUR LORD'S PASSION AND DEATH? 

60pp [including cover] 

Price $10 
[includes postage anywhere in Australia + GST] 

WHATEVER HAPPENED TO THE TWELVE APOSTLES? 
106pp [including cover] 

Price $15 
[includes postage anywhere in Australia + GSTI 

THE 2 BOOKLETS AS A SET: $20 
[includes postage anywhere in Australia + GST] 

Paul Stenhouse MSC is editor of Annals Australasia and author of the invaluable series 
Understanding Catholicism [10 booklets], Why Do Catholics? 

Catholic Answers to Bible Christians [2 booklets], and the ever popular 
Annals Almanach of Catholic Curiosities. 

All publications available immediately from Chevalier Press 
PO Box 13, Kensington NSW Australia 2033 

Ph: 02-9662-7894 Fax: 02-9662-1910 Email: annalsaustralasia@gmail.com 




