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CONFESSION

SIGN OF A CHRISTIAN

Confession twofold is,
as Austin says.
The first of sin is,
I and the next of praise.

-Ifill it goes with thee,
thy faults confess;
If well. then chant God’s praise
with cheerfulness.

- Robert Herrick, 1591-1674 [ Awstin is the English form
of Augnstine, and the reference is to the Confessions of St
Augustine of Hippo. Confiters in Latin means “to admit ones
sins” and also ‘to praise’)




Carried by the Winds of Time

THE
SHADOW OF A CROSS

N

THOUSAND voices called me as 1
walked along the sand

understand
They came to me from far across a vast
tormented sea
Carried by the winds of time from Ur and
Calvary.

Listen! Listen! Can’t you hear the whispers
rushing past

Cries of love and cries of hurt that set the
mind aghast!

Oh listen, can’t you hear them through the
windswept ocean years

Hear their voices raised in laughter?
Taste the salt that was their tears?

HOSE TEARS are these upon my lips?
Whose sweat upon my face?
Conjoined in all the history of all the
human race.
Understand the salt of life that’s filled your
veins since birth
Has passed through everything that's breathed
upon this planet Earth.

The moisture from the hlood that dried upon
a lonely hill

Sparkled in a river where that sparrow drank
his fll.

All things in appearance change. in substance
there's no loss

And deep within each droplet lies the shadow
of a Cross.

~ Ross Johnson, Nowra.
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ReabpING BETWEEN THE LiNES

VIEE ATHELST '
Yy PHILOSOPIIER E
Friedrich 3
Nietzsche s \\
credited with
many things, one of
which is that he was the
first to announee that
Cod was dead. thereby
shaking Europe out of
her dogmatic and pleasant
slumber. But atheism did
not begin with Nietzsche.
nor did he coin the
term the death of God,
Hegel used it a long tme
before hie did. So why this
COIMITN l'l]iSlElkC?
However we answer this question, the blame cannot be
laid at Nietzsche's door - quite the reverse. [t is in his book

the Jeyful Science (or Gay Science, bt that translution is open
to some niisinterprenion wdav) that Nierzsche tells the wale
of a madman who. b the earty hoors of the morn. comes inn
town waking np all and =undm by announdog "God = dead”
The point of this story was not that e madman starded
the townsfolk. guite the reverse: it irritated them. as it was
something they all well knew. More importantly, they were
guite comfortable with the fact, hence their ability 1o sleep
soundly. If. that is, there is no lunatic shouting out coinmonplace
truisms. Nierzsche's point was that Europe too easily accepted
the idea that Cod is dead. but that she did not want w live
vut the ramifcations of that truth. In this. Europe had become
bourgeois. and for that Niewsche despised her.

Cod was gone but morals remained. Europe desired
comfort and prosperity and these necessitated civil order and
social virtue, hence the appearance of religion had its uses; it
was good for industry and the [ree-market in that it encouraged
sobriety and hard work. The substance was gone but the facade
remained, and that's all that mattered. This disgusted Nietzsche.
Not only did it peint to the fundamentadl dishooesty of the
bourgeoisie, but also to their insipiduess: to their absence
ol nobiliry and a depth of soul. Why not smash the
old values that were founded vn God and create
new ones? But Nierzsche knew why: to do (his
would necessitawe looking imo the abyss of
meaninglessness, and his generation was
not strong enough for chis tash.

Like a prophet. Nictzsche turetold
that a gencradon would come that would
truly live the death of God. that would
look deep into the abyss and be sirong
enough to create and impose its own
values on 2 world it kuew o be devoid
of all inherent 2and substantial meaning.

ATHEISM AND DEATH

By RoveERT TILLEY

A generation that would

be noble and have depth

of sonl. And. In one sense.

Nierzeche was right, that
Y] generation Aas come and
here we are! But he was also
wrong in that it is nothing
like he envisaged - for
people skim the surface not
particutarly caring il there
is any subsiance benealh
the thin crust on which
they live and float and Lave
their being. When chey look
beneath they do not see an
infinite abyss but rather the
potential of illimirable shelf
space. The void represents
unrestrained market opportunities. sumething to be filled with
an endless array of consumer items. all well fitted 10 entertain
and distract. Which items include ethies and values. and if you're
after meaning then yon can. even il vou're an atheist. pick and
rhonse from a varieny of religions beliets. By reference to the
abrss bepeath all things. envthing can be nade o order!

If G i~ dead then all can be booghe and sold. 1If Cod is
dead. all i~ vommuodin ! There I no sonl there ix only lifestyle.
There is no tear ot God and thus no tear and rembling, There is
no depth to {righten one. and thus chere is no fear of death. T
is what the Death of Ged looks like,

Nietzsche was wrong: the honest atheist is no aristocrat of the
soul. for nothing is feared excepe surface constderations But to
tear Ged means to have a lively sense of something transcendenc
something beyond one's grasp, something bevond die reach of
une’s reputacion and waller - something one has to answer to.
Without Cod alt beenes surface gloss and kitsch. and for the
honest atheist the “care of the soul’ simply means that one keeps
it lrom getdng bored. Death means little because life means litte.
As to why an atheist should fear death is a puzzle. for there is
literally nothing o {ear.

But for the religions it is different.

It is the truly religious who lear deth. not because they
fear an abyss buc because they know dhere is a Cod
aud there is judgment. They also hape in grace.
and when grace and judgwrent are waken
rogether then 2 soul becomes very deep

indeed. for all things become huth ~erious
and wonderful. Which is. one might sav. a
good description of life.

ROBERT TILLEY has a PhD trom the Universite
of Syduey, He currenh fecwares in Adolr Educadon
on Philosophy. Theology and Hisiory of [deas. He
also leetures in Groek and Biblical Srudies a0 e
Catholic fnstitute of Sipdney [C1o] and o lievane and
heolopy au Aprdoeas Aorideny.
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EpiTORIAL

Modern man in search of a family

REWAKENING PRIMAL INSTINCTS

> OES ANY ONE of us
\J need convincing that
[eelings often prevail
over and
logic? Ever since Eve
4 and Adam took thar
(X apple. humans have
been having trouble coming to terms
with their emotions.

We who live in what is called “the
West™ still carry the scars inflicted by
the social revolutions that succeeded

reason

one another with bewildering speed in
the wake of the eleventh [Byzantine]
and sixteenth century [Protestant]
religious revolutions that sought to
overthrew the very foundations upon
which Catholic society stood.

Our forebears, who should have
acted and reacted more screnuously.
looked on like sleepwalkers while the
dominoes of Christian Civilization
tumbled down. One after another
they fell. under pressure from the
dominance of ‘feeling’ over ‘reason,
and its off-shoot in
individualism and materialism. Most
of the remaining dominoces fell during
rhe sexual. military and political
upheavals of the last century. The
chaos that followed on their collapse
was cloaked in our day by catch-cries
like ‘freedom! ‘conscience’ and *flower
power!’

Now

the cults of

something unforeseen is
oceurring, This seductive subjectivism
and its feeling-based culture, seems
to be making a U’ turn. The very
phenomenon that, among other things,
led to the reign ol unreason that afflicts
modern society, is fline-tuning itself.
Can anyone not have noticed how,
despite ample evidence to the contrary,
among materialistic and often poorly
educated Westerners brought up in
affluent, dewmocratic and secularized
communities, there is a curious and
often unarticulated empathy with,
and uncritical acceptance of, what are

By Paul Stenhouse MSC

called ‘Islamic values'?

Some take this to be a proof that
the allegedly religionless West is
seeking to fill the vacuum created
by centuries of scepticism and
secularism. Others. {ollowing Claude
Levi-Strauss, who described Istam as
the ideal religion for an "army corps.
or ‘the barracks room. might point
to the attraction that [slamism holds
for men emasculated by
contemporary Western ideologies,
Others again. who buy the populist
spin put on Islamic history. may be
drawn by the claim that Islam is peace-
loving and merciful; a misunderstood

Western

and vietitn-like model of tolerance.

I see it differently. It shows, |
suggest, that despite everything, we
Westerners have not completely lost
our soul, or our longing for a long-
suppressed humanity, as we rush
headlong down the slippery slope so
well described by Judge Bork in his
Staucking Towards Gomorrakh.

What we are feeling. and having
trouble identifyving. are the stirrings

Hope
for All

f a thief was thought
worthy of Paradise,
why should not a Christian
be thought worthy
of forgiveness?

- 5t Maximus, Bishop of Turin
[died c.408] Sermon 53, 4.
From The Roman Breviary,

the Second Reading at Matins

for the 5th Sunday of
Eastertide.
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of a suppressed but innate need
for a corporate identity: a sense of
family. We have for too long been
offered phoney substitutes for it
been deprived of it. We are missing it.
Feminists amongst us are frightened of
it. libertarians and atheists are wary of
it. secular democrats are confused by
it: corporations. venture-capitalists and
poliricians have shown themselves to
be incapable of dealing with it other
than by explainng it

I should like to say that these
values for which we long are primarily
religious; but they are not. Nor are
they political. They are fundamentally
social — familial.

We, isolated individualists that we
have been forced to become, are being
drawn by our very sense of intolerable
loneliness to confront memories of a
time not so long ago when life had
more meaning, Suppressed memories
have awakened of a time when spouses
bore children, and belonged not just
to a family but to an extended family;
when a man married a wife in order o
have and raise children; when children
had a father who was a model and
head for the family: and when children
respected their elders and as they
grew up. felt responsible for. and cared
for, their parents and grandparents.

Some af the most striking features
uf the religion of the seventh-century
Arabian ‘prophet” Muhammad. and
some of its undoubred sirengths,
are derived to a large extent from its
clinging to pre-Islamic familial. tribal.
values - and especially to one that
is summed up by the Arabic term
asabiya. The root @-s-b has generated
myriad progeny - words expressing
twisting” tving. “binding, *clamping,
folding” and “spinning’. We in the West
might call the quality that the term
‘asabiya describes, as “esprit de corps,
or “family’ or ‘group” chesiveness.

Regrectably, ‘asabiya, like esprit



de corps, can too casily degenerate
partisanship. bigotry and
fanacicism. This is a side of it that we

into

are witnessing today as the politiro-
system of Muohamimad,
spurred nn by opportinistic media
and self-serving  politicians  and
academics, agpressively confronts an
uncomprehending West.

In irtsclf. however. the quality of
‘asabiya is more like the friskiness and

religions

wariness of 2 thoroughbred than 1he
stubbornness of a self-willed and free
roaming brumby.

A longing w “belong’ to a family, to
have caring parents and the experience
of growing up -urrounded by siblings
and wider kindred. 15 one ol the
qualities of mind and heart and soul
thar all humans share in commnn,
The materialistic and  capirtalistic
West hus sublimaied it, and tinkered
with it, with disastrous consequences
for fawily life, social cohesion and
esperially for the individual's prace of
mind.

So-called “resurgent [slam’ is more
like o disoriented Rip Van Winkle than
a rampaging Arila the llun - despiie
the croel vivlence and the unreason
cinanaring frowm radical I<lamisis who
continue 1o wreak hasw in tLe name
of Allah and Muhaminad

We it the We-L tars ir 2 e ke
people who have disvrvered 1z their
midst someone who has wakened
after centnries of sleep o find that the
society he emerged into has a deep-
seated and umacknowledped need for
some of the values that he still retains
from his primaeval ancesay.

Despite the vielence with which
Islamists respond tw  what they
perceive as unfamiliar and threatening
surroundings, they have rewakened
memories in the Wese that. if properly
identified and marshalled in a way
that is compatible with Catholic
principles, may enable the wnrld’s
most techuically advanced nations to
rediscover their indentity and their
humaniry. In the process. peace and
understanding may be promoted. and
all concerned ~ including Muslims -
miay be led closer o the one, true Cod.

Lo See Phiter Thoprgues Pare, Plow 1955 pa0sd, sy
quoted Gone Primitive: Sarape fardloots, Wodorn Lives
Ly Martanna Torgoveick. Lnisersity of Chirage Press
1990, p2in
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CaTtHoLic CuLTuRE

Jesus showed us that even in the face of suffering and death,

love is a[wa‘yx stronger

LOVE’S LABOUR NOT LOST

ROM WHAT started off
in a fairytale as something
with which every damsel
in distress ended living
happily ever after. the
idea of true love has been
slorified. forbidden and
even slightly forgotten throughout
the ages. But what is true love to us
today? True luve. when heard of in
this mmodern age has more often than
not being manipulated by the media.
made to serve as propaganda to excite.
interest and catch attention,

The manipulation rthe meaning of
true love has received has resulted in
a twisted view ol what Jove is really
all about. With movies and television
leading the way, love is perceived as a
feeling which has less to do with the us
and more to do with the me factor.

To understand this, it must be
known how the obsession the media
has with love has influenced peaple
today. Everybody sees love as the
happily ever affer ending for themselves,
But that is not what trne love is all
about. True love is selfless and does not
guarantee happiness.

Love is actally a big risk. The media
almost always presents love as dramatic
and quite superficial. The main focus is
always on feelings, Love in mavies and
T.V usnally seems to materialise, coming
naturally and easily for any character.
The funny thing is though that for all
the goings-on about fove this and fove
thar, “Love” often cannot handle che
first glitch and often ends quickly and
rather pathetically.

The corumon thought that just being
in love will make everything roll along
smoothly is severely wrong. True love
needs work, complete dedieaticn and
commitment. But why are we so sucked
into this infatuation? Why do we read
and watch crummy love stories like
they are going out of fashion? Why do
we crave the latest gos on Brad and

By Rachel Casey

Angelina’s love Zife? Ts it because true
love seems to be getting rarer and
rarer? Divorce rates are high and the
marriage rates are falling constantly.
People’s lives are so busy that they tum
to the internet to connect with possible
partners. We are trapped in a vicious
cycle.

The media need publicity and
attention and what catches attention?
Politics. Beautv. Destruction and Lave.
But sturies abour the true version of
love. say the one with a married couple
who have a {ew children and grow old
together. are boring so the media do

Extended
Adolescents

HAT HAPPENS to the

extended adolescent
who becomes a mother after
spending her life-to-date
tending te herself ? Perhaps
the child will jolt her into
maturity; many adults only
stop being children when
they become parents. Or
perhaps the child will become
yet another extension of her
own self-regard, not a child
to be guided but another form
aof self-expression. Hence
the hipster parent. Men are
even more prone to this
problem. Generally having less
involvement in child raising,
they can easily slide into
thinking of the child as ancther
playmate. Far from being jolted
into maturity, the child becomes
another reason to remain
immature.

- Reymond J. de Souza, "Too ald to
mature,” National Post, (Canada)
October 15, 2009
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what they do best. taking out all the
ordinary components which make love
s0 special.

They turn love into a dramatic,
physical thing, and put it in every
movie and every magazine. This works
beautifully. Everyone wants to watch
it. hear ir. see it, and touch it for
themselves. But they have been given
the wrong idea and so when their own
relationship: do not work cut. they turn
back to the media for answers. And the
cycle starts again.

Now it’s been shown that the way
the media presents love is distorted
and false. 1 should explain the true
definition. The human ability to Jove
and the devotion and happiness true
love brings has boggled even the
extensive explanations of philosophy
and the laws of science.

True love does not need long
definitions or explanations. It is simply
the greatest force in all the world. Love
is not as the media puts it, a physical
and emotional experience between
couples. True love is s0 much more than
that and is not even necessarily just for
couples in love, The love parents have
for their child is so strong and real that
it could be nothing but true.

But is the world oo caught up in
the media’s spin to remember the
simplicity and naturalness of true love?
1 don’t think so. For the best answers
about love we can. and do turn to the
two people who hit the nail up the head
when explaining true love: Jane Austen.
who links love with reazon and oot just
infatuation and drama: and (in another
league altogether. of course). Jesus.
who showed us that even in the face
of suffering and death, love is always
stronger.

RACHEL CASEY is in Year 10 ar 5t Yincant's
College. Pores Point, Sydney. This article is based on
a3 speech she gave for her year's oratory comperition
n August 2008,



Climate and Morality

Full marks to Paul Stenhouse for his
factual and objective defence of the
Catholic Churel’s record on pedophilia.
[Annals 3/2010], in the face of self-
serving and heavily biased commentary
from sections of the press, but what a
stark contrast to the editorial remarks
on climate change in the same issue. As
R. L. Kennedy peointed out. this is not
the first time that the fragmented and
self-interested misinformation spread
by the doubters gets moere credence
from respected church spokesmen
than the overwhelming evidence from
mainstream science. regularly reported
in the media by reputable and objective
journalists, that global warming is
real. is man-made and is on track o
destroy our civilisation if we don’t stop
it. "Serious scientific debate’ has long
gone. The debate has heen had, the
conclusion is inescapable, and the time
left for effective concerted action is
slipping away.

[ am a sciemist and a fan of dnnals,
but I'm not seeing or hearing any moral
guidance on this from you or the pulpit.
Please stop denying it and tell us whai
it all means.

Waterloo, NSW 2017 Frank DonacHy

Global Warming

Concerning your editorial comments
in dznals 2010/3 [Lewers Climare and
Morality'] a short note in the media
signalled a new etiort 1o convince the
public that the science is setled” about
anthropogenic global warming despite
the scandals concerning exaggerated
claims.

That the IPCC {Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change) was the
overseeing body ensured that politics
was involved from tbe begioning. A

LETTERS

tocal example conceroed our Academy
of Science. The Howard government
sought an answer. ‘ves’ or ‘neo, to
whether humans were responsible
for global warming through their
contribntion to armospheric carbon
dioxide. Did the Academy decide *yes’
on the grounds that to say mo. and
be proved wrong. would look worse
than to say "ves™? The real answer
was that the members of the Academy
did not know. And why should they.
as few have expert knowledge of all
the scientifie fields that contribute
data from nature. let alone from the

The Pope
and the
Martyred
Bishop

N SATURDAY, June 5,

on his way to the Mass
at the Catholic church of the
Holy Cross in Nicosia — right
on the border of the part of the
island occupied by the Turks -
Benedict XV| came across an
elderly Sufi sheikh, Mohammed
Nazim Abil Al-Haggani. They
greeted one another, and
promised to pray for each other.
So instead of the expected
meeting with the mufti of
Cyprus, Yusuf Suicmez, the
highest Muslim authority on the
island, there was the encounter
of the Pope with a Sufi master,
an exponent of a form of Islam
that “presumably through
Christian influence stresses
the love of God for man and
of man for God,” instead of
an {naccessible God “among
whose 99 names that of Father
is missing.” The words just
quoied are from Bishop Luigi
Padovese, apostolic vicar for
Anatolia and president of the
Catholic episcopal conference
of Turkey, beheaded in
Iskenderun on June 3, the eve
of the Pope's trip to Cyprus,
in which he was supposed to
participate.
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voluminous computer codes ol the
models?

In hindsight it would have been
better for the Academy to have stared
down the government, as the Academy
was responsible only for advice: the
government was responsible for the
decision.

However. the Academy put its
reputation on the line, and public
pronouncements had to be supportive.
The situation amongst my colleagues
now is that those who support the IPCC
refuse to engage its critics, such as Lord
Monckien and Tan Plimer; and rely on
ad fominem arguments. Solidarity is
conducive to deparmental harmony
but the community pays the price for
zccepting dubious scieore.

Lord Monckion finishes a series
of telliog poins with the observation:
“Himw
predictions. discredited assumptions,

many examples of {ailed
evidence of incorrect data aod evidence
of malpractice are required before the
idea of human-induced climate change
loses eredibility?”

A less well-known book by Garth W,
Paltridge - Zite Climate Caper, Connor
Court. 2009 - shows why the science
is not settled. A former Chief Research
Scientist with the CSIRO
of Atmospheric Research, Paleridge
is best known internationally for his

Division

work on atmospheric radiation and
the theoretical basiz of climate. As a
Fellow of the Australian Academy of
Science he is one member who is very
well informed and does not follow the
Academy line,

My final observation concerns one
piece of datum that epitomises the
evidence against the [PCC claims:
the records of the air temperature at
Armagh Observatory. Northern Ireland
for the period 1796-2002. There
are ups and downs in the average
temperature, but the long-term trend
over two centuries is warming ol 0.60
C per century. The warming since the
197Cs is part of the long-term trend. If
the anomalous ("hockey stick”) warming
is global. then it should have shown up
in this record. That the climate changes,
and is changing., is not denied; but
there are grave doubts that we are the

cause.
School of Physics,
University of Sydney

|Dr] JAmEs McCatGHAN
How. Senior LECTURER
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The Goose and the Gander

In October 2007, Associated Press
released a report on sexual miscenduct
committed by America’s public-school
teachers; it found 2.570 cases over
a five-year period. The report also
disclosed thar “Mest of the abuse
never gets reported.” According to AP.
“School adminisirators make behind-
the-scenes deals to avoid lawsuits and
other trouble, And in state capitals and
Congress, lawmakers shy from tough
state punishments or any cohesive
national policy for fear of disparaging a
vital profession,”

According to the same AP report,
“Tno often. problem teachers are
allowed to leave quietly. That can mean
future abuse for another sindent and

anuther school districe” The practice
is known as “passing the trash™. or
“passing the mohile molester”

Incidentally. in the US siate of
Maine, it is illegal to make public any
cases involving public-school teachers.
In California and Hawaii. Associated
Press was shown the door when rving
to elicit information about sexual abuse
involving public-school reachers.

Obviously. there are two <ex-abuse
rules in the States: a benign one for
public schools, and an utterly harsh one
for non-public schools.

Beacon Hill  NSW 2100 Hank VERHUEVEN

Climate Change

I was pleased to read the letter
Takaka New Zealand in the Aprit; Mav
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2010 edicion of Annals on Climate and
Morality. Buc the response by the editor
Paul Stenhouse was beyond belief,
The Adrnalr as a Journal of Catholic
Culture from which [ollows,
Catholic morality/ truch, should accept
baste scientitie facts, Neither Cardinal
Pell nor the editor has a training in

and

science; even high school grade seems
to have been lost

le is time that dwnals joined the
Universal Church on climate change,
encouraged conservation of our natural
resources and socught the use of
renewable sources of energy.

Kiama 2533 NSW Joun Brom

A Cardinal website

I have discovered this new servive
from His Eminence Cardinal Pell.
By accessing the Cardinal’s page on
the Sydney archdiocesan Web site
at hup://www.sydney.catholic.org.au/
people/archbishop/ and completing the
form, a subscriber can receive a range
of his homilies. speeches and weekly
Sunday Telepraph aricles by email
There is no charge. Tt struck me that
many af vour readers. especially those
of us who live outside Sydney would
find this service of great value and it
mizht be worth mentioving in dnral,

| am just reading his latest hook Zasr
£ erything - it's a gem.
Gésh;rm’. Vir,, 3437 MicraeL O'Connor AM

Narrow-mindedness?

It was curious to read in the leters
ot the latest Annals |2010/2] that you
were taken to task for the "narrow-
mindedness” of your articles on Islam. |
would have thought - and the evidence
supports mie - that the opposite is the
case. Your articles provide information.
expertise and a perspective that is for
the most part missing in the mainstreain
media. T have found them without
exception interesting and informative.
Your critic John Blom may always
challenge you on the historical detail
and interpretation. but to accuse
your articles of nparrow-mindedness is
ridiculous. [t suggests a woolliness af
thinking and bias chat he might just as
well reflect on.

Mornington Victoria 3931 GERARD WiLson

(Beaders” comments are welcomed, nol just on
material thar appears in Anwed b on issues dia coneern
the Catholic and the wider communiry, Please keep vour
leners shor They may be edieed iF wo long, Always Ip!irlt
your [l name and address, and wdude @ daytime phone
or L number or e-mail address at which you can be
reached, Editor. fanak ).



GOOD TIMES,
BAD TIMES

henever we suffer same distress wr tribolagon,

there we find warting and correction tor

2 aursehes, Our holy seriprures themsehes do

not pronise us peace. security and repose,

" but tibulations and distress: the gospel i not

slene abour seandals; but "he whe perseveres w the end will

be saved. Whar good has this We of ours ever beewn from

the time of the Arst man. from when he deserved demh and

received che curse. that curse lrom which Chrisi vur Lord
deliveced us?

So we muost pot complain. brothers. "a: some of them
complainied.” as the apostle savs. and perished from the
serpent~, What tresh son of suffering. Lrodiers. does the
human race now endure that our fathers did oot underen?
Or when do we endure the kind of sufferings which we
know they endured?

Yet you find men complainmg aboue the times they Live in,
saying that the times ol vur parenis were good. What it they
could be whken back 1o die times of ther parents. and should
then complain? The past times that you think were goud. are
good because they are not vours here and niow.

If you have uow been delivered from the auese, i you have
nmw helieved in the Son of Cod: if von are now well versed
o wrained in sacred seriprore. [ am surprised that you should
rehon Adam o have had good ines. Your parents canied
she barden of Adam 25 well Indeed it was Adato who heard
the wepds, ‘i the swear of wour fa0e you shall sar bread.
and vou shell wosk the eround from whach you wen: taken ;
thorns end thesdes @ shall bring forth 1o vou!

He desened thin he received this. he was given this a-
the result of God's just udgment. Why ther do vou think
past time: wetw beaer than vours? From thar Adamn 10 the
Adam of todas. wd and sweac thomns and thisdes. Hove we
forgntten the flesd? Have we forgonen these burdensoine
times of famine aod wars? Thes were written about o
prevent us compliining < the present time against God.

What times those were' Do not we all shudder 1o bear or
read of them? 5g we have rather cause for congratulating
ourselves than grounds %ur cumplaining about our own times,

- 5t Angustine of Hippo [354-430 AD|. Sermons, fquated in the
Rontan Breviay tor Marins of the Wedoesday in the 20th week of the
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PsycHIC PHENOMENA

THE BISHOP AND THE
MURDERED ARCHDUKE

he world will
presumably never
be told all that was
behind the murder of
the Archduke Franz
Ferdinand. ‘Probably
there is noL, and never

was, any one person who knew what
there was 10 know. So wrore Viscomm
Grey in his memoirs. published in 1928,

But there wa~ one outstanding
mystery connected with this (ragedy.
certainly
Viscount Grey. which leaves ane almost
breathless.

For Archduke Francis Ferdinand told
a friend. Bishop Lanyi of Tino. that he
had been assassinated before he was
murdered!

First, a little history. Not much. Just
enough to get the setting.

lo 1914 the Balkans were seething
with unrest. Austria hoped 1o huild

not even suspected by

a central European empire peacefully,
gradually paining the willing allegiance
of neighbouring territories tnhabited
by different nationalities. But che
small border-states wonld have none
of it, being determined to keep thuir
independence. Above all this was true
of Serhia. where feelings were very
strung on the subject.

Now on  June 28, 1914, the
Archduke Franz Ferdinand., nephew
of the Austrian Emperor Franz
Joseph, auended a public funciion
at Sarajevo, in Serbia. The Archduke
was an admirable young man in every
respect. who had not a personal enemy
in the world. He was prepossessing in
appearance, of profound faith and piety.
highly intelligent, and endowed with all
the gifts which made Austrians regard
him as an ideal successor to the throne.

But. as the Archduke and his wite
were leaving the eeremony ar Sarajevo
hoth were assassinated. and Austrian

By Leslie Rumble MSC

dreams were shautered by a erime
of hideous, inexcusable apd dramatic
villainy.

A storm el anger swept through
Austria-Hungary. Tt was believed that
the Serbian Government had prompted
nr at least connived at the senseless
murder; and disastrous consequences
fullowed guickly in irs wrain. On July
23 Austria deeclared war on Serbia.
Cermany backed Adscria: Russia wiak
Serbia’s part. France and England were
sonn drawn in, and the First World War
was under way.

Bishop Joseph Lanyi, of Tino,
awoke wich a start, Deeply agitated, he
involuntarily clasped his forchead. only
e find it moist with cold perspiration.
He sprang out of hed, looked at the
clock which showed 3.15 am. and
burst into tears. Wrapping a dressing-
gown aroirnd himself. be wenrt straight
in his desk. sa1 down, and committed
to paper. while it was still fresh in his
mind. an exact aceaunt of all thar he
had experienced

41 a
maorning of June 28 19147 he wrote

quarter past three on the

T awoke from a terrible drcam.
T dreamed that | had gone to my desk
early in the morning to look through
the mail that had come in. On top of
all the other leteers there lay one with a
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black border, a hlack seal, and the arms
of the Archduke.

“Limmediately recognised the letiers
handwriting, and saw at the head of the
notepaper in blue colonring a picture
which showed me a street and a narrow
side-street. Their Highnesses sat in a
car, opposite them sat a General. and an
Officer next 10 the chantleur

“0n bhoth sides of the street there
was a large crowd. Two young men
sprang forward and shot at cheir
Highnesses.

‘The test af the lerter was as follows:
To Dear Dr Lanvi: Your Excellency.
I wish to inform you that my wife
and [ were the victims of a political
assassination. We recommend ourselves
2 your prayers. Cordial greetings from
yvour Archduke Franz, Sarajevo. 28th
Jone. 315 an”

Having written the document.
Bishap Lanyi dressed. called  the
honsehold togethier. gave them the sad
itews he had received, and said chas
he would at once offer Mass for their
Highnesses in his private chapel.

At 3.30 pan. on that same day,
June 28, 1914, a telegram came Lo say
that the Archduke and his wile had
been assassinated at Sarajevo, The
crime oecurred at 11 am.. eight hours
atter the Archduke had notified Bishop
Lanyt of bis murder!

Bishop Lanyt died on Septenmther
281931, The document was lbund
among his papers. It was in bis own
haudwriting, except for che letter of
the Archduke. which was in that of the
Archduke himself. 8o vivid had been
the vigion ol the letter thar the Bishop
had unconsciously copied the very
formation and characteristics of the
writing he had “seen” zo clearly in his
dream.2

This particular case is one of the
must baffling in the annals of physical



experience, Man, by his understanding
of natural causes, can know future
events which are determined by
necessary physical laws; but God alone
can know future things dependent on
free decisions not yet made, or on pure
chance. Man cannot know those, even
through subconscious activities of his
intelligence. And we cannot assume
that the contents of dreams, however
extraordinary, bhave been divinely
revealed by Cod,

Maoreover. in the present case, there
are some significant errors. Whilst
the Archduke was murdered at the
corner of Appel Quai and a narrow
street leading 1o Franz Josefs Sirasse.
and General Potarlek did sit epposite
the Archducal pair as the Bishop
had “foreseen,” only one and not two
assassins shot at the Archduke: and no
one was sitting beside the chauffeur.
These inaccuracies seem to rule out a
God-given vision, and ancther and
natural explanation must be sought

[t is impossible to put the whole
thing down o coincidence. Was iL then,
a case of telepathy? Materialists who
do not want to admit purely spiritual

activities of the =oul independently of

the body and its senses. are willing
to admit the existence of telepathy
because they thirk they can explain it
on a physical basis of invisible brain-
waves. But scientific research has
shown that there is nothing in man’s
cerebral structure to justify assuming
any kind of “wireiess transmission and
reception” between one physical brain
and another.

Telepachy 1s a purely spiritual
phenomenon in which one mind acts on
the mind of another person merely * by
willing a sharing of the same thoughrs.

But in Bishop Lanyi's case telepathy
must be excluded because no one
involved in it could have “willed™ at the
tine of the dream that he should know
of the tragedy that was to occur. The
Archduke himselt was not expecting
it, and the cnnspirators would not
have willed the transmission of their
thoughts to him. even subconsciously.

The only possible explanation seems
to be that the Bishop’s dream was a
remarkable case of clairvoyance. For
the rather startling accuracies in it the
subconscious mind of Bishop Lanyi
drew on the published arrangements
for the function ar Sarajevo. The

Abortion Support Reaches
New Low

By Elizabeth Gettelman

HE latest Pew poll finds that Americans are now split evenly on their

opinion of abortion rights. In an August survey 45% of respondents
said they thought abortion should be illegal in all/most cases, 47%
said legal. Last year same time those numbers were 41% and 54%,
respectively. Whether these numbers match up to similar polls or not, the
fact that the same language was used year-to-year by Pew means the
data is worth noting. Yes, it's a high bar that the respondent has to agree
with the all/most cases assertion, but they also had to agree with it last
year and the years before that.

As this graph shows, at least according to Pew measures, support
for abortion is at its lowest since 1995, opposition near its highest. That
people are more entrenched in their position after a hot election year and
that conservatives are feeling defensive with a progressive in the White
House who's already appeinted a Supreme Court Justice, these numbers
are not all that surprising, if discouraging.

The survey also asked how critical people feel abortion is as a political
issue. In 2006, 28% of respondents said abertion was a critical issue, in
August just about half as many felt that way, 15%. These days health care
reform [HCR] and Climate are more the rage, and there is plenty eise
to get up in arms about. Still, it seems that conservatives can manage
more pots on the stove; they can rally against finance reform, health care
reform, Obama, et al and still keep up an effective fight against what
might be secondary issues like abortion. Progressives are way too

disorganized to handle such manoeuvring.

planned route of the procession was
along the Appel Quai, turning down
the narrow street leading to the Franz
Joset™s Suwasse. The car would have had
to slow down at the turn. providing
the obvious place for an attempt on
the life of the Archduke. The official
programme  had that
General Potoriek wounld sit in the car
opposite the Archducal pair.

Where the dream went wrong was
in things which no one could have
foreseen. An officer, Count Harrach.,
was 1o have been beside the chaulfeur,
but had changed his mind and
was nearby. but not in the car. The
conspirators had appointed six men to
throw bambs: and it was not in their
plans that ene only should accomplish
the murder. and at that by a revolver
shot.

That Bishnp Lanyi should have
dreamed of the murder at all. and
so vividly. can be accounted for by
his subconscious mind baving read
the thoughts of one, or of all the
conspirators. Their preoccupation with

announced
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their sinister intentions was so intense
that the general trend of their thoughts
could have becume known clairvoyantly
o even a Slf'_'(_‘Pi]lg PE‘TSUII \\']'IOSE'
subconscious mind was particularly
alert and active. Creative imagination
and familiarity with the Archduoke’s
handwriting could then have visualised
the letter and its contents.

One great difficulty in the way of
this natural explanation arises from
the common teaching of theologians
that Cod alone can read the secrets of
men's hearts. How, then, could even the
subconscious mind of the Bishop read
the hidden thoughts and intentions of
the conspirators?

If the explanation given be
accepted. one would have to say that,
while it remains true that God alone
always knows all the secret thoughts
and intentions of men, in rare and
exceptional cases it is not impassible
for the subeconscious mind of one
human being to read something - not
everything — of what is occurring in the
minds of others.



the soul would nor
< hody. going on a

Ter do this
have o leaye one’s

journey to distant minds in a kind of

“astral™ or “etherie” hody as Buddhisis
and Spiritualists imagine. lt would act
rather in virtue of its purely spiritual
nature, as do the angels, ignoring
bodily limitations. and independently
of conditions of space and ume. To
deny this to be possible would be rash
indeed. We do 0t yew know the {ull

powers of the humau soul in virtue of

s being an immorwsl and intelligent
spinit,

Wricng fifty voors ago. in his (reatise
an psychology. Cardinal Mercier said
of such eommunications without the
aid of bodily sense-orpans: "It may he
that certain natural factors in the cvens
have not yet been disclosed. 1e may
even be that all or part of the effect is
dne to some preternatural agencies. The
solntion ol the problem rematus tor the
future”

There seems no reom. however tor
the intervention of any preterpuenral
apgencies in Bishop Lanyi's case. And
since Cardinal Mercier's lime scientific
psychiea{ research has shown at least
the existence of natural telepathic and
claimovant powers pmper to the human
mind.
manifested only in a very limited degree
and in certain 1ypes of people with
highly psyehic temperaments.

Thar Bishop Lanyi's case is very
halfling must be candidiv admiteed.
Omne can atrempt no more than a
tentative snlution of it But it vertainly
reanders impossible the materialistic
theory which hnlds that mind dees
not differ essentially from matter and
that thought is but a secretion of the
physical and material brain.

even though experimentally
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NORTHERN TERRITORY

Tales of the Nankikurungurr

AGNES

AND THE ELDERLY SUITOR

CNES. about twelve
N vears old. was one
of the last to join
the visicing group.
The reader may
have noticed that
her age and the ages
of the others are approximations. Till
this dme many births at the Daly River
were not registered. One littde fellow.
at least knew the day of his birth. He
was called Johnny Weekend™ because
he was bom on a Saturday, So, when
the priest came ta write down ages he
became involved in a guessing game,
Having established the age of one by
something noticeable that occurred at
the time of his/her birth. he had a point
of reference for the others of the clan.
As a conse—quence, visitors 1o the Daly
are puzzled to find so many children

with birthdays on July the first. This. of -

course was a device to draw attention to
the fact that the child’s precise age was
uncertain.

Getting back to Agnes. On this
particular day four old men approached
aind informed me that one of their
number was to marry Agnes. lt was 1o
have been a tribal marriage. 1 wonld
have had nothing o do with it, Aparx
from being shocked by the facr that
Agnes was (had) i0 marry someone five
times her age. I was also surprised tha:
they referred the marter 1o me.

In the midst of my bewildermen:
Agnes came rushing out of the scrub.
threw herself on the ground in from of
the group and screamed: “Me no more
marry that old bugger!”

I was not only embarrassed, 1 was
greatly alarmed. T realised that the
girl, at great risk, was making some
sort of desperate appeal to me and 1
was powerless to do anything about it.
Besides, should 1 attempt any sort of
rescue effort T would be crossing the

By John Leary, MSC

authority of the old men. That wounld
be extremely dangerous for me and the
future of the mission. In my confusion. |
played for time: I asked the old men 10
come and see me next morning

Next morning, at sunrise. the elderly
four were on my door-step looking
rather belligerent as | approached them.
Still ir utter confusion, | noticed the
half-built school. A bolr of inspiration
struck me. | knew the locals feared the
government. There was the resident
policeman. Pawrol officers at nmes came
searching for diagnosed lepers and ook
them off to the leprosarium on Channel
[sland. 8o T played the government

“See that building aver there; you know
what that is?" | knew the children. with
some pride, had shown the adulis over
the building. “Yes, we know that place,”
came the answer, “ir belongy to kids for

school” “Well” 1 replied, “Government
say every kid got to go to school. Agnes
still kid. If you block her from school, then
big trouble from government! More better

you let her go to school first and after that

get married” They thought this a good
suggestion.

As things turned nut abour the
time the school opened the would-be
husband died of old age. Agnes
eventually married a yvoung man called
Jimmy Numbalu snd continues o live
happily ar Daly River.

Nankikurongurr means ‘Deep Warer. It is one
of the principal language groups, along with
Waugaman, Marathicl. Maringar, Mulluk Mulluk
and Nangiumeri, on the Daly River, 250km south
of Darwin in Australiz’s Northern Territory, Father
Leary. now deceased. was a much loved priest who
spent his life among the aboriginal people of dhe
Daly and Pore Keais [Wadeye] areas.

The Ears of Faith

HE APOSTLES set out after Jesus as soon as he called them

and they heard his voice... Not a long process of instruction made
disciples of them but the simple fact of their having heard the word of
faith. Because their faith was alive, no sooner had they heard the living
voice than they obeyed life. Without delay they immediately ran after
him, from which we see that they were disciples in their hearts even
before being called. This is how a faith acts that has kept its simplicity.
I's not by force of argument that it accepts instruction but, just as an
eye thal is sound receives the rays of the sun transmitted to it, without
either reasoning it out or working al it, and sees the light as soon as it
opens... so those with a natural faith recognise God's voice as soon as
they hear it. The light of his word arises in them; they throw themselves
joyfully before it and take it to themselves, as our Lord said in the Gospel:
«My sheep hear my voice and they follow me» (Jn 10.27).

- Philoxenes of Mabbug (died ¢.523 AD), Bishop in Syria. Homily no. 4, 76-78
[Sources Chretiennes, xliv, p. 95 ]
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Book REeview

A fresh look at the relationship beteween Science, Evolution and Religion

MYSTERIES UNDER MICROSCOPES

HYSICAL SCIENCE
expand
knowledge by stodying

aims  to

nature in any of its
forms, where this is
feasible. It sets itself
to observe and record,
theorise, test and then conclude
objectively on the evidence. If the
matter is wholly or partly philosophical.
the scientilic method is not appropriate.
lo that case, a scientist has nothing
aunthoritative to say about it, though
he is as entitled as any other edncated
person to his private opinion, While
most readers would already have
known that, I have included it becanse
it seems too often to be forgotten,

The word ‘evolution’ covers a range
of possible meanings. At its simplest. it
refers nnly to the gradual adaptation of
species in response to environmental
challenges. For others. it includes
theories about the origio of life. What
is called the general theory of evolution
includes the development, by natural
processes, of living cells from inanimate
matrer, plaots from living cells. animals
from plants, and finally man f(rom
animals. Tt suits some to maintain
confusion ahoeut which understanding
is ar issue, while there remains lack of
evidence for many of the claims made
for evolution,

If the guestion Do you believe
in evolution? is answered in the
affirmative. the questioner could claim
support for many aspects of the subject
with which the respendent may have
actually disagreed. If it is answered
in the negative, there is no way ol
knowing what the person does believe
or why. or on what grounds evolution
may be wholly or partially rejected.
That would seem to explain why so
much of the debate about evolution
is nnsatisfactory - opposing parties are
at cross-purposes, [t does not explain
all the differences. however. as there

Reviewed by BRIAN POLLARD

Francis Collins, The Language of God,
Simon and Schuster, paperback, pp. 305
UsS$29.95

are good reazans why fully intormed
participants may zull strongly ditier. if
they have evidence for their posidon.

| am prompted to write now because
af a recent TV series on evolutinn, titled
‘Darwin’s Brave New World’ in which
the non-seientist Richard Dawkins,
who says he supports science because
it is backed by evidence, makes the
following statements. "Darwin’s work
explains everything about narure’ and it
“explains how bacieria have developed
into human beings’. The ABC science
reporter, Robyn Williams, wrote in
praise of a Dawkins book on evolution
It’s all there, carefnlly argued and with
every creationist chestnut demolished
with evidence stacked to the sky® [n
fuet, such claims are simply inexcusable
and unsupported bluster. as there is
a complete lack of any evidence at all
for such critical matcers as: why there
is something rather than nothing: at
the Big Bang, whar material went bang,
where did it come from and what made
it go bang; how any life began or how
human beings have arrived at such
concepts as tructh, beauty or justice.
Almost eighty years ago. Chesterton
pithily wrote of such nonsense ‘1 am

ANNALS AUSTRALASIA 14 JULY 2010

being asked to believe that. given
enough time. a swamp could give rise to
Chartres cathedral’ It would seem that
humility and honesty are steps too lar
tor some,

The writings of scientists and other
thinkers are used here ro present a
position nearer to where I believe
truth lies. Francis Collins. head of the
Human Geneme Project and one of the
world’s leading scientists, has written a
book “The Language of God, in which
he describes his journey from being an
obnoxicus young atheist to becoming a
committed Christian scientist. ITe was
first influenced by C5 Lewis who, in his
‘Mere Christianity, drew attention to the
fact that the Moral Law has been found.
since the earliest times, implanted in
men’s hears.

Collins clearly has a great intellect
and is no pushover. He is aware of
and effectively deals with what he
identifies as the four main objections to
his personal conversion, namely “Isn’t
the idea of God just wish fulfilinent?’
“What about all the harm done in the
name of religion? “Why would a loving
God allow suffering? and "How can a
rational persoo believe in miracles?
Clearly, I could do little justice here to
Collins on those important topics, as
each demands more space than [ have
available.

Regarding  miracles. however,
recall Chesterton’s caution: *Somehow
or ather, an exctraordinary idea has
arisen that the disbelievers in miracles
consider them coldly and fairly, while
believers in miracles accept them
only in connecrion with some dogma.
The fact is quite the other way.
The believers accept them (rightly or
wrongly) because they have evidence
for them. The disbelievers deny them
(rightly or wrongly) because they have
a doctrine against them? )

Collins presents whac is known to
have happened at the Big Bang and



int the few micro-fractions of a second
after it, and how critical that tiny
interval was for the development of the
universe. It prompted Stephen Hawking
to write "The odds against a universe
like ours emerging out of something
like the Big Bang are enormous. 1 think
there are clearly religions implications.
It would be very difficult to explain
why the universe should have begun
in just this way. except as the act of a
God who intended m create beings
like us’ Arno Penzias, a Nobel Prize-
winning scientist, wrote “The best data
we have are exactly what 1 would have
predicted, had 1 nothing 10 go on but
the five Books of Moses. the Psalms and
the Bible as a whole’

The age of the universe is estimated
at about 14 billion years and the age of
Earch at 4.3 billion vears. of which the
first 500 million were inhospitable (o
life. Microbial life appeared about 150
million years later bot as 1o the question
of how life began, Collins says, with
commendable brevity and candour,
“We simply do not know'. Home Sapiens
appeared about 195,000 vears ago.

Darwin’s book "On the QOrigin of
Species’ deseribed how organisms can
adapt to che influence of environmental
change but he had little to say ahout
the erigin of species. It has been his

[ollowers who have formed views

about chat, His own estimation of the .

relationship between his work and
Cod seems 1o have waxed and waned.
At one time he could write ‘Agnostic
would be the most correct descriptinn
of my state of mind” and at another,
I feel compelled o look to a firest
cause having an intelligent mind ..
and I deserve to be called a Theist,
The final sentence in his book is “There
is a grandeur in this view of [ife. with its
several powers. having been originally
breathed by the Creator inte a few
forms or into one; whilst chis planet
has gone cycling on according to the
fixed law of gravity, from so simple
a beginning. Endless forms most
beautiful and most wonderful have
beer. and are being evolved:

One biographer suggests that the
most eritical event for his uncertainty
about God was the death, from typhoid
fever, of his ten-year-old daughter
Annie, for whom he grieved for the
rest of his life, without resolution.
He thought Darwin’s beliel in God

why? Why?
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and crernity was ended much more
comprehensively hy this, than anything
uncovered in his scientific enquiries.
Again, Chesterton has some very
arresting perceptions sbout evolurion,
which remain relevamt despite so much
new scientific discovery since his day.
We are surely all now familiar with
the cartoon of the progress of man's
development from a small creature at

one end, through ever more developed
apes, to confident, erect man at the
top of the chain. striding on 1o greater
things. So. when we meet Chesterton
bluntly asserting “There is nor a shred
of evidenve that man [our italics] was
evolved at all) what are we o make of
that® The ¢lue, of course, is that he was
thinking of the whele man. body and
soul. ax one should.
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There are no fossils of the carliest
wen since none could have survived
for so long, but we do know whac carly
men were capable of, many thousands
of years ago. Somc of their paintings
and drawings were found in the French
caves al Lascaux in 1940, cerimated o
be about 17.000 years old. and at other
sites. In them are some L300 depictions
of varions animals. caught in marvellons
derail. somne in realistic motion and up
to 5 imetres in length. Observers have
commented how extraordinary is their
sophistication and complex technique.
One rhought they “reveal a mind akin
to our own’” Though cave men are still
cammondy depicted as simple-mimded
brutes. this frst encouncer with them
reveals them as intelligent. highiy
skilled and alveady capable of abstract
thought. We don’t know whether their
forebears had ever been simple-minded.

With thar as background, Chesterton
continues “There is no particle of proof
that the transition from no intelligence
to intelligence came slowly or that it
rame paturally. In a serietly scientific
sense, we know norhing about how
it grew, or whether it grew or what
it is. There may be trails of stones
and bones faintly suggesting the
development of the human body. There
is nothing even remotely suggesting
~ach a deselapment of a2 human mind.
something happened, Tt has all (he
appearance of a tranraction outside of
time. Man’s budy may have evolved
{rom the brutes but we know nothing
about any such transition that throws
the smallest light upon his soul, as it has
been shown in history, Then he damns
alf the pscudo-scientifie guesswork
abour the erigins of life and human
intelligence. for which no evidence
exists. when he adds “le is necessary
to sas thatall this ignoranee is simply
covercd by impudence.

[Lest anyone think this pays scant
respect ro the scientific mind, John
Lennox. professor of mathematics
and Fellow in the Philosophy of
Science at Oxford University, said
last year in Syduey “We must consider
the pre-suppositions we hring to che
question of what Darwin's theory tells
us abour Cod. There are essentinlly
only two options. Either the wonder of
human intelligence nltimately owes its
origin to mindless matter or there is a
Creator. It remains a mystery o me why
some peaple claim ic is their intelligenee
that leads them w prefer che [irst to the
second.



Unnecessary conlusion is created
when some scientists abandon
objectivity in the evolution debate.
The chief current offender is Dawkins,
whose book The God Delusion
offensively attacked a Christian
explanation for evolution and. by
extension. thousands of his Christian
colleagues. Marxist Terry Eagleton
described the book as ‘appallingly
bitchy and theclogically illiterare] while
Richard Kirk said it was "an exercise
in contempt. Others thought it was
*a kind of self-help guide for atheisis!
its essential argument being that
‘non-material reality does not exist,
therefore God does not exist”

When Francis Crick. a co-discoverer
of DNA. became convinced that life
could not conceivably have arisen from
inanimate matter. he suggested, on no
evidence at all and with no prospect
of any ever becoming available. that
life had mysteriously arrived from
another planet at svme ume past. Not
only was thiz siunningiy Yanciful i
made no conrribution to the question
of the origin of life, whicl was merels
relocated. When scientists publicly
abandon all pretence at rationality
rather than critically examining the
solution that many of their colleagues
find credible and intellectoally
satisfying, science itself is discredited.

I return 1o Collins” book and che
conclusion he reached, after 280
pages of a most wide-ranging and
dispassionate weighing of the issues,
about the commeon but regrettable
view that the gap between science
and religion is so wide as 1o be
unbridgeable. ‘For me, there is not
a shred of disappoinunent in the
discoveries of the nawmre of life -
quite the contrary. How marvellous
and intricate life turus out to be.
How deeply satisfying is the digital
excellence of DNA. How aesthetically
pleasing and ardstically sublime are the
components of living things. Evolotion.
as a mechanism. can be and must he
true. But that says nothing about the
nature of its author. For those who
believe in God, there are reasons now
to be more in awe, not less”. Some may
think that such excellence says a good
deal about the nature of the author
of nature. As an aside, he is a harsh
critic of young Creationisin. as heing
msulting to Cod by portraying Him as a
cosmic trickster.

Sound Familiar?

n the realm of scientific invention cne cannot properly speak of truth;

there are never anything but hypctheses, which can be superseded by
other hypotheses and which are verified by their concrete effectiveness.
New, this criterion tends to become the measure of all, things; and
spiritual realities are denounced as lacking in pragmatic effectiveness in
respect of the concrete transformation of human life. This is one of the
objections which we find to be most current: Christianity is of no use to
us for the task that lies before us, namely, the transformation of man's
material conditions. The scientific approach associates criteria of cerlitude
with possibilities of concrete experimentation - something impossible in
the religious realm; and the upshot is that religious assertions are felt to
have a gratuitous character, and ic lack the same quality of certitude as
possessed by what is susceptible to experimentation. The result is that for
many scientists, even those who are Christians, religion is essentially a
subjective affair, which arises from feeling and cannot be objectively and
raticnally based. ... it will be thought that a clear-thinking mind should be
capable of dispensing with this recourse and of facing up to truth in all its

unremitting coldness.

- Jean Cardinal Danielau, The Scandal of Truth. The Catholc Book Club, London, 1962,
pp. 318120

The tallowing are taken terbarim
trom his eopcluding chaprer.

“Erentizts have 3 wnineal role o
play in there debates. since they
possess special expertise in what iz
possible and what iz now buz they are
not the only onex ar the table. A wide
variety of other perspectives must be
represented. The burden is heavy on
them, however, o educate themselves
about scientific matters? |pp. 270, 271)

‘Hardened positions can sometimes
develup long before the nuances of
the svience have hecome clear, to the
detriment of the potential for real
dialogue’| p.271]

T hesitate. however, to advocate
strongly for Faith-based bioethics,
The obvious dauger is the historical
record that believers can and will
sometimes utilise their faith in a
way never intended by God and will

SEE..HO GOD W THERE //
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move from loving convern 1o self-

righteousness.  demagoguery and

exuremism. {ibid)]
‘Ditficult decisions arise when a
woathet appears bevw een the mandate

to hel and the moral obligation o do

na harm. But we bave no alternative

bur to face those dilemmas head-
on. attempt 1o undersiand all of cthe
nuances, include the perspectives of

all the stakeholders and irv to reach a

consensus! [p. 272] p

‘We desperately need not o be
shouting at each other! [ibid]

It may be well for readers 10 be
reminded that vur present Holy Father,
Benedict XV, aligned himselfl with his
predecessors, Popes Pius XII and John
Paul I1, when in October 2008 he noted
that ‘there is no opposition between
faith’s understanding of creation and
the evidence of the empirical sciences!
John Paul Il was always careful ro add
that, however true this mav be for the
body, the soul is individually creaced
for each person.

A wide readership for The Langnage
of Cod” eould greatly assist in making
stgnilicant progress along the road to
the earnestly destred understanding of.
and agreement on, evolution.

DR BRIAN POLLARD is a rerired anaesthetist
palliative care physician with an inerest in bio-
sthics. Most of his professional life was spent in
private practice as 4 specialist anaesthetist. He was
Director of anaestheries at Concord Hospital N8W,
and founding Director of the Palliadive Care Service
there,



THe MoraL Vacuum

There are no such things as irresponsible banks or pnﬂzgaze governments —
there are only irresponsible bankers and profligate politicians.

MORALITY

REMAINS THE REAL BOTTOM LINE

hen T was growing
up it was deemed
inappropriate as well
as impolite to discuss

politics or religion at
= ¥+ dinner parties.

While clearly the latter taboo. at
least, does not apply to a journal such
as this, a sensitivity exists, probably
rightly, abour discussion of political
issues in these pages.

Yet I cannoc help thinking that
today large numbers of overlaps oceur
between political and religious issues.
Abortion is an obvious case in point
where what is evidently a moral issue
has mutated somehow. in the United
States especially, into a political one.
In short, where moral issues have an
obvious capacity to swing elections they
become also and unavoidably political.

In an as yet unpublished work by the
Russian-born writer Alexander Boot,
whose excellent How the West was Lost
{LB.Tauris, 2006) I reviewed some time
ago for Annals, the anthor has taken
the original step of analysing the global
financial crisis in moral racher than
economic terms, suggesting that the
only lasting answers to thar crisis will
be moral ones. The proposed hook is
called Virtual World, Real Crisis: Why
Our Financial Problems Are Not Merely
Financial/ and | certainly hope it finds a
worthwhile publisher soon.

Here 1 bave little doubt that
trained  economists would be
dismissive of z notion such as this.
Modern society tends to be in awe
of compartmenialised, specialist skills
even when there seem reasons aplenty
to doubt them. For example trained
economists, for the most part, failed
to foresee Lhe global financial crisis
entirely - a considerable professional

By Giles Auty

shortcoming among those on whose
apparent {oresight we are often obliged
to rely.

Boot expounds his thesis eloquently:
“If any of us were indeed professional
economists, we would be tempted o
see the world in general. and certainly
the present crisis in particnlar, in terms
of our speciality. That would be a
mistake, for the problem we are facing

Wash Your
Hands

E are often reminded

that ‘there is nothing
new under the sun'.! Take the
insights of modern medicine:
we are regularly being warned
that germs and bugs are
spread [and caught] by not
washing our hands before
eating, and by not using clean
crockery and culiery. Horace,
the Roman Poet, admittedly
in one of his Satires,? already
drew perceptive readers’
attention to the fact that ‘the
stomach turns queasy if a
servant handles your wine cup
with fingers greasy from licking
it for a few stolen drops [of
wine]'.> Was the poet merely
describing a gourmand's
fastidiousness, or was he
remembering being violently ill
about an unhygienic meal?

- Paul Stenhouse

Book of Eerlesiasees 19,

Sanre 2.4, 0.

“Alagna movel stomacha lastidia sen poer
arctis Trietavit calioem manibos dom furta
liggirmon.

b e
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is really not economic at all. The
economy is not the hole in the pipe, It
is the puddle on the tiles - a symptom
not the cause”,

And, as the author goes on Lo say
“When we use rerms like Trresponsibie’
or ‘profligate’ to describe banks,
governments and other institutions,
to be assigning them
characteristics normally asseciated
with individuals, In a way, by doing
so we anthropomorphise the inanimate
bodies. removing them from the flesh-
and-blood people who run them. We
seem to imply chat inscitutions acr of
their own accord, and their actions are
beyond anyone's control. This is loose
phrasing that betokens loose thinking.

we seeln

There are no such things as
irresponsible  banks or profligate
governmems - there are only

irresponsible bankers and profligate
politicians. Now if we correct this
linguistic solecism and begin ro
express ourselves with more rigour,
before long we shall be talking about
not hankers and politicians — and not
even abﬂllt consumers = b‘.” ah()ll[
people in general. We would begin by
contemplating human natore. and only
then see how it is reflecred in varions
facets of Iife”

What the global financial crisis is
really about. in short. is the perennial
impertection of human nature. The
causes of the crisis were therefore
spiritual before they were
€Conomic.

Regrectably, what the human race
in general lacks roday, in contrast to
the past, is any widely-held view that
greed. selfishness and gross hedonism
are deplorable and antisocial human
characteristics which we would all
be better off without. What we are

long
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talking about. in fact. is not just a
preponderandy amoral modern zociety
bur also one which does not take kindly
to the least cridcism.

Today, many  politicians
pander to an absence of traditional.
‘onservative’ values among their
electorates when a return to such
traditional values as probity. prudence.
hard work and a sense of communal
responsibility is what society needs
urgently now for its future survival.

I certainly do not intend to
offend socialists or others of good
will by characterising the above as
traditionally ‘conservative’ and Christian
values because I am using the word
‘conservative’ here in its social rather
than political sense. Indeed. I believe
that there is a great longing now -
and not just from people of older
generations — for a kinder and more
structured sociery which acknowledges
and rewards the sort of social values
our parents might have recognised and
wonld surely have approved.

In the recent British parliamentary
elections [ believe David Cameron
made a serious error of judgement
in not recognising or basically
sympathising with such a widespread
and entirely understandable longing
among the British people. He
presented himself instead as that
contradiction in terms, a ‘modern’
conservative.

oo

As Tom Switzer explained with great
clarity ir the May 15 edition of 7he
Spectator Australia: “The odd thing
1> that ¢ many pundits and political
professionals deluded themselves for
so long. For vears. David Cameron had
been the subject of breathless profiles
in the Antipodes and the Old Dart. He
was, we were told. a differenr. more
modern conservative: one whose cooll
‘caring’ and ‘compassionate’ agenda
of polidcal correctness, gay rights
and green activism was a recipe for
success at the ballot box. He crafted a
“progressive conservatism’ which was
well past all that Thatcherite wlk of free
markets and fiscal discipline”

Indeed, as well-known
commentator Geoffrey  Wheatcrofl
lamented. Cameron “wanted to remodel
the Tories as a touchier. feelier version
of Blairism™ rather than to base his
campaign simply on recognisable.
tradirional values. Yet as life grows
more difficult, demanding and complex
more and more of us understand what
society has lost by a departnre [rom
values which have stood the test of
rime. In Western countries, at least
many of such values were specifically
Christian in origin.

As readers who follow international

British

news closely will know. the world's
recent econonic rroubles are far (rom
over — nor is Australia itself by any
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means immune from their effects,

Over here. since the global financial
crisis began, we have attempted to
‘spend our way out of trouble’ through
fiscal stimulus packages and other
economic examples of Kevnesian theory
which frequently seem to fly in the face
of such traditional human virtues as
prudence, not least by hugely increasing
national debt.

Begrettably, modern politics often
encourages the promotion of the
interests of one social or demographic
group against those of others when, in
terms of any national crisis — whether
economic or otherwise - the nation
should instead really be encouraged by
any responsible government to think -
as in conditions of war, for example - in
terms of pulling together as a whole.

The vexed question of interest rates
provides an almost perfect example of
the latter problem in action. How often
have you heard supposedly neutral
radio and television commentators here
refer recently to ‘fears’ of another rate
rise?

Here the “fears’ of one group of
generally voung Australians - fivst-
home buvers. for instance — coincide
closely with the “hopes™ of another,
older group: self-funded retirees, for
example.

Why precisely then are the “fears’ of
one group prioritised over the “hopes’
of another?

What such commentators prioritise,
whether consciously or otherwise. are
the interests of a group of Auswralians
who have yet to contribute greatly to
the life of this country through work,
service or taxes against the interests
of another group who have often
contributed considerably in all of those
ways,

Here, once again, it is demonstrated
clearly that what have been
conditioned to :ee largely as an
‘economic issue - interest rates —
conceals whar is basically an ethical
one: the application of social and moral
justice.

In short. to put the matter at its
simplest: we are all in this together,

we

GCILES AUTY was born in the UK and uained
privately as a painter. He worked professionally
as an artist for 20 years, Poblication of his 7%e dir
af Self Deception swuny his career towards eriti-
cisne He was art evitic for The .Spﬂ'.‘a'mr from 1984
te 1995, He continnes to devote himself to his
original love - painting,
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DAWDLING ON THE WAY TO THE ALTAR

Marrying young is not the answer - for everyone, but neither is it the foolhardy
move that our popular culture portrays it to be.

BOOMERANGERS

By Colleen Carroll Campbell

VERYONE KNOWS i(’s a mistake to marry too soon. But are there drawbacks to dawdling on

your way to the altar? The question is a pressing one, given the rising age of first marriage in

America. At 28 for men and 26 for women, our median marrying age today is five years older
for both men and women than it was in 1970, and the oldest it’s been since the U.S. Census began
tracking it in the 1890s,
The question of an ideal marriage age is even more pressing in light of a new Pew Research Center
survey that found a spike in the number of young adults choosing to return to their parents’ nest
rather than build their own. Branded as ‘boomerangers. these young adults who move back in with
Mom and Dad after college or a few years in the wnl‘k force now account for a fifth of all Americans
ages 25 to 34, up from just over a tenth in 1980,

While tight finances and a tough job market have fueled the cluttered-nest craze, researchers say
delayed marriage is also a crucial driver. And they say the marrying age may keep nqmp; as more
young adults opt to extend their adolescent freedoms and dependence on their parents into their
late 20s and beyond.

Many parents are happy to see their children take their time in rying the knot. given the conventional
wisdom that an early marriage is a ticket to divorce. Teen marriage is. indeed, a risky venture:
According to the University of Virginia's National Marriage Project. marrying as a teenager is the
highest known risk factor for divorce. People who marry in their teens are two to three times more
likely to divorce than those who marry at older ages.

Yet the major benefit for marital stability comes from delaying marriage past the teen vears into the
carly 20s. After chat, the benefits of delaying marriage are debatable. and some research suggests
that couples who marry earlier may wind up happier.

A 2009 study led by University of Texas sociologist Norval Clenn, which measured marital success
both in terins of marriage survival rates and the quality of marital relationships, found that
couples who wed between the ages of 22 and 25 experienced ‘the highest marital success’ The
study concluded that ‘most persons have litde or nothmg to gain in the way of marital success by
deliberately postponing marriage beyond the mid-twenties’

The reasons for greater marital success among these younger spouses surely vary. One factor may
be the malleability of youth: Spouses may be more open to the compromises a successful marriage
demands if they have not spent a decade or more getting set in their single ways. Another factor
may be the intense bond spouses experience when they are living with a romantic parmer for the
first time, rather than having spent years on the treadmill of serial cohabitation with a revolving cast
of potential mates. Although many young adults see living together as a harmless way (o ‘test drive’
partners before opting for marriage. an analysis of studies on the topic published this year in the
Journal of Marriage and Famify found that cohabitation before marriage has ‘a significant negative
association with both marital stability and marital qualin?

Marrying young is not the answer for evervone. of course. But neither is it the foolhardy move that
our popular culture portrays it to be,

COLLEEN CARROLL CAMPBELL is an author. television and radio host and St Louis-based fellow at the Ethics and Public
Policy Center. She is the author of The New Faithful: Wiy Young Adults Are Embracing Christian Orthodoxy. = St. Louis Past-
Dispatch . April 8, 2010,
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Book Review

The remarkable life of a spare, quick-moving, bicycling Jesuit who favoured intellectual
accomplishments in young Catholic men, rather than sporting ones

THE RIDDLE OF FATHER HACKETT

EAD no history, anly
biography™ a father
advises his son in
a2 now seldom-read
novel by Disraeli.
and then justifies his
remark by arguing
that good biography is “history without
the theory’ True to this advice 7he
Riddle of Father Hackert is not only an
engrossing account of an interesting
life. but also a history of the times
in which the subject lived both in
Ireland and Australia. It is a book
that will grip all chose who have Irish
connections. and further, all those who
are interested in the history of the
Australian Catholic Church - which
should include the majority of readers
of Annals.

The author begins by suggesting
chat biographies of priests are rare
because priests lead - for the most part
— hidden lives, and much of their work
is of a confidential nature - not the
sort to attract a publisher. Such might
have been the case with Father Hackerte

Reviewed by Tony Evans

The Riddle of Father Hackelt: A life in frefand
and Australia, by Brenda Niall, The National
Library of Australia, 2009, RRP $39.85.

S1. but Brenda Niall. an experienced
biographer. had the advantage, when
a child. of a family friendship with the
priest in his later years, His humour,
his ceurtesy, his disarming candour
and his stories of his early life in
Ireland. made a lasting impressioo
on her. Much later. Niall realised that
there was a lot more to that spare.
quick-moving, bicycling Jesuit than
appeared on the surface. This was
confirmed when. long after his death
from a cycling accident in 1954, the
Jesuit archive collection of Hackett's
letters and diaries was made available
to her. The result is an exciting, and at
tmes, a poignant tale.

William Hackett was born into a
large middle-class family in Kilkenny
in 1878. lis father was a well-
established Catholic doctor. whose

Shrinking Consciousness

ointiess but intense excitement holds us in TV dramas. We hear

threstsning music. A killer with a3 gun steals into the bedroom of
a sleeping woman. More subliminal sounds of danger, pointlessly
ominous. The woman wakes and runs into the kitchen for a knife. The
cops are on the case. We watch as the criminal is pursued through night
streets; shots, a death; a body falls from a roof. Then time is up, another
drama begins. Now we are in a church. No, we are in a lecture hall;
no again — a drawer opens in a morgue. A woman is looking for her
kidnapped child. Then that ends, and we are on the veld with zebras
and giraffes. Then with Lenin at a mass meeting. And suddenly we flash
away to a cooking schaol; we are shown how to stuff a turkey, Next the
Berlin Wall comes down. Or flags are burning. Or a panel is worrying
about the rug crisis. More and more public themes, with less and less
personal cansciousness. Clearly, personal consciousness is shrinking.

~ Saul Bellow. “The Distracted Public™ (1330}, pp. 159-160
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popularity. his reputation and his
health suffered when he publicly
appeared on a plattorm with Parnell
the tarnished leader of the Home Rule
Party in Wesuminster. Tempers flared,
and missiles were thrown by an angry
crowd. While riding in a carriage with
him, a stone intended for Parnell hit Dr
Hackett in the eye, smashed his glasses.
and permanently affected his sight

Charles Stewart Parnell - “The
Chief”™ ~ was the hope of the
Bepublican cause until his involvement
in a squalid divorce case and his
subsequent marriage to Mrs Katherine
O’Shea. Here was an act that split the
rigorously orthadox Cathelic country,
and ended Parnell’s career, and in
the short term, severely damaged
the Republican cause. The Bishops
condemned him; many clergy preached
against him. The nation divided on the
issue. and even the daughters of Dr
Hackett were, for a time, banned from
attending their convent school.

The young William. also ol schonl
age at the time. could nor but be
affected by these events. His loyalty 1o
his father and the family’s friendship
with Parnell sowed the first seeds of
his lifelong Republican sympathies,
Later these grew and matured when,
as a young priest. he witnessed the
poverty of his people, the injustices of
absentee landlords, and the revengeful
tyranny of the British troops, the "Black
and Tans’ after the Easter Rising of
1916. The “Riddle” of Father Hacket
5] is to what extent he was invalved
in the resistance movement against
British rufe in Ireland and why he
was suddenly sent out to Australia
by the Jesuit authorities. Niall makes
clear that he was not a participant in
military activities, and that his role was
more likely to be as an intermediary -
a spurce of information. a messenger.
His was clearly humanitarian work.



What makes the story of his life so
compelling at this point was his
friendship with the Jeaders of the
Republican cause, with Michael
Collins. Erskine Childers, with Eamon
de Valera and others. Their revealing
correspondence with Hackett enriches
the story. The priest was due to
meet Michael Collins in Cork on the
night before the fatal skirmish that
ended with the untimely death of the
Nartionalist leader.

Father Hackett's closest friendship
seems to have been with Erskine
Childers and his wife Molly. Molly’s
letter 1o Hackett (then in Australia)
recounting the execution of her brave,
vtterly sincere patriotic husband is
almosc unbearably moving. Erskine
Childers is best known for his classic
spy tale, The Riddle of the Sands, revered
by all yachtsmen and from which -
of course ~ the title of Brenda Niall's
book is derived

Bound by obedience as a member
ol his order. Father Hackett took up
his new life in Melbourne diocese in
the spring of 1922, "My world has been
turned upside down’ he wrote. I is 1o
the biographer’s credit that this second
part of the book is no less absorbing
than the first. With the autocrarie
eccentric Dr Daniel Mannix ruling the
Diccese at that tane, we are neyer far
from Irish politics. and Father Hackett
maintains his connections with his old
country. He is appointed by Mannix
as chaplain adviser to Santamaria’s
‘Movement’ clandestinely set up to
fight communist dominance of the
unions. There is much new material
revealed here concerning church
politics of the 1950s derived from the
author’s employment in Santamaria’s
office ar thart time,

With  the  practical support
of Mannix, Hackett set up and
directed the Catholic Library in
Melbourne (now known as the
Caroline Chisholm Library}. He held
seminars and lectures and amassed
a valuable collection of books which
he invariably had difficulty paying
for. He believed in the imperative of
educating and encouraging a Catholic
intellectual elite and for this purpose
was closely involved in establishing
the Newman and Campion societies
in Melbourne. In between times
this busy man was variously teacher,
priest attached to St Ignatius parish.

The Price of Resistence

HEIR CONFORMITY was not always ignoble. Christopher Trychay
on Exmoor conformed and conformed again, but he was no vicar of
Bray. Reading his church book it is hard to see what else such a man in
such a time could have done. For him religion was above all iocal and
particular, ‘rooted in one dear perpetual place.” his piety centred on this
parish, this church, these people. It was not a matter of mere fear, though
going with his wardens to be quizzed yet again by the commissioners
for church goods in Exeter he would have seen the rows of rebel heads
above the gales, and registered the fate of those who resisted the Crown,
Some priests had led their people against the new religion, and had been
hanged in their chasubles for their pains, and still the altars had come
down, the royal arms replaced the Rood, the beloved images been axed
and burned. Some priests, probably more than we are likely to be able to
count, refused to serve the new order. and moved away - o secular life,
to a diminished role as a schoolmaster or a chapiain in a traditionalist and
ultimately recusant household, to exile abroad. But for a man like Trychay
there was nowhere to be except with the people he had baptized, shriven,
married, and buried for two generations, A few years before Trychay had
begun to minister at Morebath the wisest man in England had written:
‘What part soever you have taken upon you, playe thal aswel as you can
and make the best of it: and doe not therefore disturbe and brynge oute of
order the whole matter, bycause that an other, whyche is meryer and betier
commeth to your remembraunce ... you muste not forsake the shippe in a
tempeste, because you can not rule and kepe downe the wyndes ... But you
must with a crafty wile and subtell trayne studye and endevoure youre selfe,
asmuche as in you lyeth, to handle the matter wyttelye and handsomelye for
the purpose, and that whyche you can not turne to good, so to order it that it
be not very badde.’
In parishes all over England decent, timid men and women set
themselves to do just that. If was not for them to rule the winds: the
conscience of the prince was in the hands of God, and the people
must make shift to do as best they could under the prince. While Sir
Christopher Trychay was priest of Morebath, Protestantism would be long
in making headway, and when it did it would be tempered, transformed.
But the price for such accommodation, of course, was the death of the
past it sought to conserve.
- The Stripping of the Altars. Traditional religion in England 1400-1580, Eamon Dufly, Yale

University Press, 1992 p.592. [The' Wisest man in England’ was, of course, St Thamas Mare.
in his Utopfal.

Richmond. and Principal of Newman
College. Kew. The latter post evidently
was not one of his successes. He was
a poor administrator who favoured
intellectual accomplishments in voung
Catholic men rather than sporting
ones, and fell foul of the influential
Old Boys Association. The dispute
ended in his humiliating dismissal.
Perhaps the most memorable and
amusing scenes in the book concern
the irksome friendship
Mannix and Hackett and how for
fourteen years. Father Hackert was
commanded to accompany the aging,
grey, autocratic’ Archbishep on his
austere six wecks’ holiday at Portsea
on Port Phillip Bay. Mannix was
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hetween

demanding of Hackett’s time and relied
on his company even though he could
appear ungrateful. curt. and at rimes
insulting. Hackeu referred to himself as
Mannix's poodle.

This is a fascinating journey through
the life and times of a truly meritoricus
priest who engaged with the world
but was not worldly, and who never
compromised his voeation o the
priesthood.

The Riddle of Father Hackeit is clearly
‘history without the theory” and is
highly recommended.

TONY EVANS's biography of the architect.
William Wardell, Juslding with Conviction, is to be
poblished by Connor Count early this month.
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Learning from the Leper

“I1 DO WILL IT.
BE MADE CLEAN”

i

A

Al

ACH ONE OF US can be healed by God
every day. We have only to worship him
J with humility and loye. and wherever
| we are to say with faich: “Lord. if you
4 want 1o you can make me clean’ It is
by believing from the heart that we
are jusiified” (Rom 10,10), so we mnst make our
petitions with the uimost confidence, and without
the slightest doubt of Cod’s power. If we pray with
a faith springing from love, God’s will need be in
no doubt. He will be ready and able 1o save us by
an all-powerful command. He immediately answered
the leper's request. saying: T do want to! Indeed. no
sooner had the leper begun o prav with [aith than
the Savionr's hard began o cure him ot his lepross.

Thiz leper i an escellent tcacher of the right
wav 1n meke peiinons. He did ot doube the Loed's
willingness chrough disbeliet in his compassion.
but neither did he whe it for granted. for be knew
the depths of kis own sinfulness. Yer because he
acknow ledged that the Lord was able w cleanse him if
he wished. we praise this declaration of finn faith just
as we praise the Lord’s mighry power.. It faith is weak
it aust be strengthened. for anly then will it succeed
in obtaining health of body or soul,

The Apostle’s words. purifying their hearts by faith®
{(Acts 15.9) referred, surely, to strong faith like this...
\ taith shown to be living by its love. steadfast by its
perseverance. patient by its endurance of delay. humble
by s cuntessivn. strong by its cuntidence. reverent
by its way of presenting peutuns. and discerning with
regard to their content - ~uch a taich may be certain
that in every place it will hear the Lord saving: T do
want to!
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- Saint Paschasius Radbertus. died AD 849, Benediciine monk. N7/

Commentary on Saint Matthew s Guipel 5. R,

77,
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CatHoLIC LIFe

Jules Chevalier MSC (1824-1907) and Devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus

THE PIVOT AROUND WHICH
CATHOLICISM TURNS

N 1854. though he had
been a priest only for a
few years, Jules Chevalier
founded what he called
in its Constitutions the
g “Missionaries of the Sacred
Heart of JESUS™. He wrote the name
Jesus in capitals indicating that he
was not cobceotrating on a part of
Jesus but on Jesus himself. Before
the end of the 18th century. Sagred
Heart’ had already become a name for
Jesus Chrise.

The idea of founding a Religious
Congregation had first come to him
when he was a seminarian studying

the theclogy tract de Ferbo Incarnaro
(concerning the Word Incarnate). At
the end of the course, the seminary
professor had given further talks on
devotion to the Sacred Heart showing
its close connections with what
he had tanghe: in his opinion. the
devotion was essentially “an excellent
homage pgiven to the adorable Word
incarnate™!

This emphasis on God's Word
would remain with Jules Chevalier
throughout his life. He wrote in 1900:
“And who is the Word? From where
does he come? What is his essence?
His narure? The reply to these
questions will remove a number of
veils, clarify more than one mystery.
and throw a strong light on devotion
to the Sacred Heart”?  To neglect
this point would be to miss the full
picture of what Jules Chevalier mean
by ‘S8acred Heart’ and by “devotion’
Jesus is Gods Word to the world
made flesh. And where God is, we
are “eo holy ground”™ and should act
and live accordingly. “Devotion’ is
called for?3

The fleare of the Word

In a preliminary note to his
translation of Teilhard de Chardin’s

Hymn  of the {Cniverse, Simon

B_y Dennis Murphy, MSC

Bartholomew recalls Jacques Marirain's

distinetion between thealogically
‘poetical” and theologically “seientific’
language: the lawter  provides

unambiguois statements gbour reality.
the former aims te communicate reafity
irself as experienced. and to do chis
hy means of imagery. He coocludes:
“That is not to say that poeric language
is nebulous. vague, uncertain: on the
contrary. the cutting edge of great
poetry is sharper and digs deeper than
that of any prose. But we shall never
hear what the mystic (or the poet or
the mnsician) has to tell us if we are
listening on the wrong wave length” #
Jules Chevalier had kpnown and
practised devetion to the Sacred Heart
from childhood: he was familiar with its
images and its practices: the Nine First
Fridays. Holy Hours, litanies. aets of
consecration and of reparation. All chis

Heart to
Heart

N ITS penetrating analysis of

the modern world, the Second
Vatican Council reached that
most important point of ithe
visible worid. that is, man,
Like Christ. it penetrated the
c¢epth of human consciousness
end made contact with the
inward mystery of man, which
in Biblical and non-Biblical
language is expressed by
the word ‘heart’. Christ, the
Redeemer of the world, is the
one who penetrated in a unigue
unrepeatable way into the
mystery of man and entered his
‘hearl’.

- John Paul Il, Redempior hominis,

March 4, 1979, n.8.
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he would have raken for granted.

With an enlightenment that would
change his whole life, he saw that “the
Heart of the Divine Master is the centre
on which everything in the Old and
New Testament converges, the pivot
around which everything in Catholicism
turns” ®  Granted his focus. this was no
exaggeration. He later wrote in a letter
te a friend: “Devotion to the Sacred
Heart is rhe essence of Christianity. The
Heart of Jesus is the love of God, God
himself. incarnate. God is love™ 8

His new enlightenment had a
sound basis in 8t John's Gospel: Ji the
beginning was the ord: the lford was
with God and the Word was God. Through
Aim all things came into being.. And the
HWord became flesh.” This fact convinced
him also, as it had St Jehn, that Cod
is love. He have recognized for ourselves,
and pui aur faith in, the love God has for
us. God is love and whoever remains in
fove remains in God and Geod in him?®
It also followed that cur fove must be
not just words or mere tafk, but somerhing
active and genuine.¥

The voung seminarian’s focus did
not stop with written words and ideas
in a Bibie: he contemplared the reality
of Cod’s incarnate Word pierced to the
Heart on the Cross. There. and not in a
dictionary, he lound the meaning of the
statement *Cod is love, Pope Benedict
XVI has mentioned the same point in
his Encyclical God is Love. Commenting
on contemnplation of the pierced side
of Christ,'" the Pope states, “In this
contemplation the Christian discovers
the path along which his life and his
love must move” 11

In 1900, Jules Chevalier would wrire.
“The Word, coming from the Heart
of his Father, made the world emerge
from nothing: and from the Heart of
the incarnate Word. pierced on Calvary,
[ see a new world emerging, the world

of those he has chosen... And it is the



Church, the mystical body of Christ,

which makes this new creation present

on earth until the end of time™ 12
Essennially social

Jules Chevalier insisted that devotion
to the Sacred Heart was “essentially
social” 13 As a seminarian. looking at
the world about him, he was convinced
that society was seriously ill; and he
diagnosed two symptoms: egoism: self-
centredness. lack of concern for others:
and indifference: lack of concern for
religion and even a growing hostility
towards it. despite the fact that
Catholicism sheuld be able to support
and energize virtues essential for social
pFOE."TE_‘_":!.}*

Jules Chevalier was disillusioned
with post-revolutionary governments
in France: the absolute monarchy
of Bonaparte. then the attempts at
constitutional monarchy and finally
the republic - mainly because of their
negative attitude towards the Churech

and the way they were curhing its
freedom.
There was therefore an urgent

oeed for the Church to present itself
as a promaoter of “concern for athers
and preszent ‘religion’ in an atraciive
form that answered the need:s and
aspirations of people. This led him w

found a community of ‘missionaries of

the Sacred Heart of JESUS® who would
make that their aim. He thought wider
than a group of religious; he planned
to associate others in this mission:
diocesan priests. religious sisters and
laity. IT the aim was to change society.

STATUES
IN NEED OF AID?
HELP IS AS
CLOSE AS YOUR
PHONE!

If you have
plaster statues
Or ornaments

that need
re-painting or
re-plastering

contact:

KEVIN TAN
[02] 9310 4701
Restoration work is
our specialty.

the mission would have 10 be carried
out on a wide front,

A Jesuit, Henri Ramiére (1821-
1884). popularized the devotion to the
Sacred Ileart through the Apostleship
of Praver and the Messager du Sacreé-
Coeur. a Josuit puh]iratio_n that would
be copied in many countries.

Ramiere wrote: “Devotion to the
Sarred Heart properly undersivod is
not a panicular devotional pracrice. Ie
is the whole of religion. but religion
seen under its most enlightening and
consuling aspect™'3

Father Chevalier wrote to him saying
he fully agreed, adding that this was the
way he had understood the devetion
from the beginning. 6

CAMPIO

COLLEGE AUSTRALIATSY

CATHOLIC LEARNING IN THE LIBERAL ARTS

www.campion.edu.au

“The Catholic University...
has always been recognised
as an incomparable centre

for creativity and the
dissemination of knowledge
for the good of Humanity?”?

= Pope John-Paul IL Liberal Ans Craduate

Apply now. Call 9896 9300.
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The human heart

It may come as a surprise to some
that “heart” in the Bible, even though
used therel 163 times, is not used as
a symbol of love, lts basic scriptural
meaning, when used of people. is found
in 1 Samuel 16:7. “God does not see
as man sees: man Il)()kF dl ap]}t’ﬂl'a"l‘.'[‘_\
but the LORD looks at the heart™ The
‘heart” denotes the real person. what
we really are. rhe centre of our being,
the seff Thus, the heart of Jesus is what
makes Jesus 1o be Jesus

John Paul IT in describing the hasic
approach of his pontificate wrote in
his first Encyclical: “Vatican Council,
in its penetrating analysis of the
‘tontemporary world” reached the most
important point of the visible world.
that is. the human person. To do this,
the Council descended. as did Christ. 1o
the depths of the human consciousness,
reaching right to the interior mystery
of the human person which in the
language of the Bible is expressed by
the word ‘heart’. Christ, Redeemer of
the world, is he who has penetrated.
in a unigne and absolutely singular
manner, into the mystery of humanity:

he has entered into the human “heartTV7

In popular pierv and also in devotion
tw the Sacred Heart. Jesus may tend to
absorb the whole of the Godhead., and
the Facher and Spint be sidelined. Jules
Chevalier’s director in the Seminary
advised him to read a biography of
Margaret Mary by Bishop Languer. It
was widely read and had been printed
three times in the course of a hundred
years, The Bishop described the abject
of the devotion quite simply: the infinite
love of Jesus for his Father: his love
for us, also infinite; and aur response
to that love. And finally. “We cannot
express this reciprocal love better than
by the world ‘hean™!#

The “heart’ is the one centre where
Cod and man can genuinely meet.
These people worship me with their lips.
but their hearts ave far - from me!? The
bond between the Tnearnate Word and
the Father is spelt ont fully by Jesus in
his prayer at the last supper. ¢ And
the main points in the chapter were
expressed in 2 community prayer daily
recited by early Missionaries of the
Sacred Heart. In the Heart of Christ,
the one Cod who is Father, incarnate
Son and Spinit dwells with us and forms :
the Church.

The *heart” stresses the fullness of
the incarnation of the transcendent
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ACROSS CLLES

L. A village in Porugal: a place of pilgnmage (6)

4. To please greatly (7)

9, Of linele: impaortance (7}

10, Seasoned mear stufted ino casing (7)

11, Eldest son of Tsaac (4)

12, Novices in religions orders (9)

14, Par (7)

15. A Hebrew prophet of the Gth century BC:
26th book of the Old Testament {7)

17 Tents used by North American Indians (7)

18, First spaceman (7)

19. [mmoral {9}

22, Indian city: site of the Taj Mahal (4)

24. He delivers mail (7)

25, Wiites down (7)

26. Becomes more mild or amenable (7}

27. A uile applied 1w Camama Siddhanha (6)

DOWN CLUES

2, Inhabitants of an island formerdy known as
Formosa (9)

3 Chief (4)

4. Dance hall (3}

5. Largest lake in the Bonish Isles (5.5)

6. Cormapuion (5)

7. Either of two books of the New Testament (13)
8. Embarrassing mistakes (8)

9. Panting by Leonardo Da Vind (3.4.6)

13, One under instrucnion prior to baptism (10)
15, Aubergine (8)

16 Waiered land (9)

20. Frame for supponing blackboard (5)

21, Monerary units (5)

23. The westernmost of the Aleutian lslands (4)

Devotion

We should need no argument that
this supreme mystery of the union
of Cod and human nature, which is
essential to the symbol of the “heart’
of Christ. must be approached with
the profoundest devotion. The word
is used here as it was by St Francis de
Sales meaning religion “taken to heart’
and put into practice in worship and in
evervday life.

While there is no ubligatioo for us
to continue nsing the word devotion’
neither is there any oeed for us to
play it down unnecessarily. It is scill a
strong word in ordinary English usage,
Devotion is great love: a mother's love
for her children: #he act of giving a
lot of time, energy etc. to somebody or
something. c.g. devotion to duty: and,
hinally, deep refigious feeling. When we
speak of "devotion in relation to Jesus
Christ, we mean that we give him our
tove, pur time and our energy, with
great religious feeling, That is whar we
should do. regardless of the word we
use.

ln the pierced Heart of Jesus on
the cross. God comes to us and to the
world. A lay association connected with
the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart
in France has taken for their motto: 7%
be on carth the Heart of God. It ceriainly
challenges ous with a mission and is
open to the vision of Jules Chevalier.

From the class meses of Jules Chevalier.

L Saced Comwner e foe p 134 Paps 190C

Escdos, wi-5
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Lemer v Henom Rammuers 51 9 Vanh 1902

Leterr v Choarte= heide 21 Jupe 1887

In 1.2 13
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- LRER LY

I 10T

e 2

1L Le Sowow Covur de feius, p. 145, Paria 1900

3 pat p 280

1% Cf MS o the MSC Cenvral Archives, Rome Printed in
Personal Notes, p,

13 Leaperance de {Eplive, Pans, |HG2, plidd

in  Lewer, Drecember 3, 1862,

B )W R

-

Word: Jesus fully human and fully
divine. [t is not sufficient to accept
these words intellectually as orthodox
‘statements. They become an act of
laith when we bow down in adoration.
praise and thanksgiving before the
God who comes to us in and through
Jesus Christ. And we may do this with
the finally convinced Thomas: My

Lord and my God! Or with the puzzled
hut nevertheless trusting Peter: Lord,
to whom shall we go. You have the words
of eternal life; and we have believed and
come to know, that you are the Holy One
of Cod.?"  But if such a statement does
not become a personal relationship
between us and God. whoe is Father.
Son and Spirit. it is not faith.
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17 R Aeaenrs 4 March 1979, 1 K

18 Bishop Languel La vie o ke Véndralde Méve Warpioriee
Harie palv

19. Is2%13

20 Jun 17:1-26

2L Jn 6:68, 69,

FATHER DENNIS MURPHY, MSC is a graduare
of the Biblicum in Rome. He waught Seripunre for
many years in Australian seminaries. He was for six
years Provincial Superior of the Australian Province
of the Missionaries of the Sacred Heary, and for
twelve years Assistant Ceneral of the Order. based
in Rome. He is now stationed jn India.



. \,\:._\wc.\:._\\-\ ::-‘\-.s\\';-;-_\\\ e
bl

N

A N R e R R T “ﬁ%@fhﬁ\f N

S s BOMUN]

3 ~¢ﬁ%\%-, ! ANy
5 2 : gﬁ] i :::Il. h

é \\:f( \\%:%

\S
p éz\ﬁ}‘?j!\‘f@

APRAYERTOTHE | ﬁ“‘“@w‘*
HOLY SPIRIT G
§ 3 @\‘\%7;1; 4.}:‘

SRR RO

2N THE HOUR of my distress,
When temptations me oppress,

B
-k: And when [ my sins confess,

Sweet Spirit comfort me!

When [ lie within my bed,
Sick in heart and sick in head,
and with doubts discomforted.
Sweet Spirit comfort me!

A P A o

T

Y HEN THE HOUSE doth sigh
and weep, And the world is
drowned in sleep,

Yet mine eyes the watch do kecp,
Sweet Spirit comfort me!

e e o A L

T

When the artless Doctor sees
No one hope but of his fees.
And his skill runs on the lees.
Sweet Spirit comfort me!

HEN HIS POTION and his pill,
IIas, or none, or little skill,
Meer for nothing bnt to kill,
Sweet Spirit comfort me!

e

- N . T
2 i AT sk P R, i SO s

%
L
When the passing-bell doth toll, ::a'
And the Furies in a shoal, %

Sy

Come to fright a parting soul,
Sweet Spirit comfort me!

= Roben Heerick [1391-1674 AD|
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Book Review

How Greek philosophy reached the West

ARISTOTLE AT MONT SAINT-MICHEL

Reviewed by THOMAS F. BERTONNEAL

ONC before the late
Eduard Said invented
“Orientalism™ 1o
exalt Arab culture
and Islamic society
at the expense of
the West, bdien-
pensants like Voltaire inclined 1o
express their rebellion against the
dwindling vestiges of Christendom by
representing Europeans as bigots or
clowns and raising up exotic foreigners
— VYoltaire himself wrote about Turks
and Persians of the Muslim fold - to
be the fonts of wisdom and models of
refined life in their tracts and srories.
The sultan and dervish look wich
amused rtolerance on the gaucheries ot
the European rubes. The rubes swing
their elbows and knock over the
pottery. It was the eighteenth-century
philosopkes and illhuminati who coined
the pejorative term Dark Ages to refer
to the centuries immediately following
the collapse of the Roman imperial
administracion in the West under
pressure of the Cothic assertions of the
filth century.

Liberal discourse often casuvally
extends the same term to apply it to af/
of inedieval European civilization up to
the Renaissance. Specialist historians
have. however. long since demonstrared
that no such absolure discontinuicy
as the term Dark Ages insinuares
ever existed. which means that the
Enlightenmenc version of history is at
least partly wrong. And yet the usual
story retains its currency, as an irem in
a kind of liberal folklare.

Part of that story is the motif of
the Islamic middleman role in the
transmission of classical knowledge
to Christendom. According (o this
matif, the West in the eleventh century
possessed no first-hand knowledge of
the Greek and precious little of the
Roman classics. Fortunately (so the
story goes) the Muslims had translated

Sylvain Gouguenheim ‘Aristore
au Mont Saint-Michel: Les racines
grecques de I'Europe Chrétienne,”

Paris. Seuil. coll.
“L'Univers Historique”,
280 pages, 2008.

Plato and Aristotle inte Arabie, knew
all ahout them, and bestowed the gifi
of their lore on the benighted monks
of Twaly and France. The benefactors
under this notion behave suavely and
generously. while the beneficiaries are
- ta paraphrage a line from a David
Lean film - ignorant, barbarous. and
cruel,

In the spasm of western lslamophilia
that followed the terrorist artacks of
2001. the myth of medieval Muslim
learnedness and medieval European
illiteracy gained strong new power
for the Left, whose acolytes have
disseminated it with vigour from their
ensconcement in the colleges and
universities. Facts might have dispelled
the myth had anyone cared to notice
them. For one thing. Eurcpeans never

lust conract with thre Byzandne Greeks,
wha blithely went on being scholarly
classicists until Mehmet IT bloodily
vanquished Constantinople in 1453,
slanghtering the licerate elites and
forcing the peasantry 1o submit to
Allah. The eighth-century English
church-chronicler Bede reports in his
Leclesiastical History that one of the
first bishops of Canterbury. Theodore,
was an educated Greek. The twelfth-
century Icelandic myth-collector Snorri
Sturlusson suggests in his £dda that
the Norse gods were actually Trojan
heroes escaping. like Aeneas, from
Agamemnon’s destruction of their
city — an interpretation that implies
his knowledge of the theory called
Euhemerism. Eighth-century England
and twelfth-century leeland were
remote places, but, in Bede and Snorri,
one can atrest links to the classical
tradition.

Facts like these could casily be
multiplied - and a man who multiplies
them with muscolarity and clear-
sightedness is the French historian
Svlvain Goumuenlieim who documents

Temporal and Spiritual ‘Good’

tis, therefore, an error to consider. as is sometimes done, that the

temporal common good, the end of the Siate, means an exclusively
material good. It is both material and moral, but mainly moral : the upright
life on this earth-in time-of the human muititude assembled in a social
body, But every man being ordered in the first place to an infinitely
superior good, which is God, the supreme supernatural end of human life,
the comman good of the human State cught itself to be ordered to that
supreme supernatural end; and whereas the common good of the State,
being a femporal good, will cease with life on earth, the ultimate good,
being eternal life, will never cease. This eternal and supematural good
... Is the peculiar end of that divinely instituted society, superior to every
human society, the Church, the mystic Body of Christ.

- Jacques Maritain, The Things that ere not Caesar's, London, Sheed & Ward, 1930,
'On Liberalism, p.139.
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Islamic Science in Decline

N THE LAST chapter, the author discusses the decline of Arabic

science - perhaps, he speculates, after the sixteenth century, but
he offers little guidance. The lack of any significant innovations
by Muslims in the science of motion after Ibn Bajja in the twelfth
century, in optics after the early fourteenth century, or in astronomy
after Shatir, suggests that scientific inquiry in the Muslim world has
long been moribund. When the telescope arrived in the Middie
East shortly after its invention in 1608 [in Holland. £d], and with
the publication of Galileo's Starry Messenger in 1610, Europeans
were on fire with curiosity. But in the Muslim world, the device failed
to excite astronomical interest and was not used for astronomical
research until centuries later. The scientific curiosity Saliba
trumpets in his book had inexplicably vanished. The author wishes
exceedingly desperately toc show a “seminal impact” of Arabic
science on Renaissance Europe, but science in Europe had already
moved far beyond the last innovations of lslamic civilization.

- Toby E. Hult, reviewing Islamic Science and the Making of the European Renaissance, by
George Saliba. Cambrnidgs MIT Press, 2008, in Middle East Quarlerly, 15/4 Fall 2008,

them in his remarkable new book
Aristote an Mont Saint-Vickel Les
racines grecques de [ Europe Chrerienne
( Seuil, 2008), | Aristatle at Mont Saint-
Michel: the Greek Roots of Christian
Europe] The beook is not as ver
translated. bur it deserves to be known
to Anglophone audiences because
it brings important wroths to many a
CONtEMPOrary CONVETsanon.

For Amencan readers.
Gouguenheim's wide will have =
familiar resonance. Henn Adams
called his swedvy  of medieval
European civilization Mene Sarmr-
Micke! and Chartres. Adam:z ook
CGothic Chrisuzanity. as wvpilied in the
discourses of Aquinas and Abelard
and in the architecture of the Lady
Churches. to have begun irs flowering
in the monastery ac Momt Saint-
Michel on the French Atlantic coast
that also figures in Couguenheim’s
account. Adams thought of the High
Middle Ages a» a dvnamic. spiritually
adventurous. and. in its wav. modern
period, directly the precursor of our
own tecbnically accomplished and
intellectually audacious modernity.
Gouguenheim has
Adams’ view of the medieval world’s
clear-sightedness and vigor and le
begins by addressing the prevalent
mecannaissance of those vital centuries.
which in his judgment indeed
established the kernel, or rather the
“roots,” of our own. If, “for a long

something  of

time, the cultural history of Europe in
the High Middle Ages was presented
in negative terms,” and if “the fall of
the Roman Empire associated with
the Germanic conquests had, in the
course of the fifth century of our era,
made a brutal rather than a progressive
end to antiquity” — or if thar is what
people thought, Gouguenheim asseris:
vet "in reality, recent work in ancient
and medieval history has shown that
the pesiod of the {ifth wo the eighth
centuries was notr so carasirophic,
the effects of dislocauon. while quite
real. being mitigated by elements

Choose Love

HILE a man was
polishing his new car, his
four-year-old son picked up a
stone and scratched lines on
the side of it. In anger, the man
took the child’s hand and hit it
many times. Then he regretted
his reaction. He went back to
the car and sat in front of it and
looked at the scratches. The
child had written 'LOVE YOU
DAD'.
Anger and Love have no
limits; choose the latter.

- submitled by Father Stefan Koster,
Gemany
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of continuity” Greek Christendom
one continuity.
as already mentioned. Tt stood in
somewhat aloof reserve, but it had
the character of a resource capable of

consticuted such

responding to western queries.
Gouguenheim cites the fact that
educated Latin-speaking westerners.
even after Boethius. could command
Greek as explaining in large part
the dearth of Greek texts in Latin
translation between 500 and 1100
AD. But Latin compendia of Platonist
and did
circulate. as did medical handbooks
in the tradition of Galen. The Latin-
speaking Church  Fathers
undertook their reflections “with the
help of the logical categories of Greek
thought” such that classical philosophy

Aristorelian  teachings

thus

“impregnated” their arguments as a
type of “intellectual matrix.” One could
bolster Gouguenheim’s observations
in this regard by a reference to Bryan
Ward-Perkins’s recent study of The Fall
of Rome (2005). in which he remarks
that even among the Gothic usurpers
of Roman sovereignty in Spain. Gaul.
and ltaly, civilized individuals emerged
who prized classical learning and did
their best to preserve it. Theodahad
(he reigned as Ostrogothic king of
[taly trom 334 1o 336) offers the
ourstanding case. having beeo “learned
in Latin literature and Plaronic
philosophy” even though he “kept his
Gothic moustache”

In Adristate au Mont Saint-Wichel
Gouguenheim points out that a Greek
demographic presence linked the
culminating period of Late Antiguity
with the incipient phase of the Middle
Ages in the West: and that presence
persisted for centuries. “In the Europe
of the High Middle Ages, many regions
sheltered knots of ethnic Hellenes:
Sicily, Southern ltaly, and again Rome.”
These communities supported literate
elites. who contributed actively to
the Latinate majorities among whom
they lived, giving rise to such notable
figures as Gregory of Agrigento {born
559), who became bishop in his native
city later in life: George. Bishop of
Syracuse. killed by the Arabs while
on a mission to them in 724; Saint
Gilsenus (mid-seventh century), a
Greek-born monk living in a Roman
monastery who evangelized in Hainault
with Saint Armand: and Simeon of



Reichenau, known as “The Achaean.”
who belongs to the tenth century.
In men like 8imeon this Byzanune
Diaspora well beyond
Mediterranean Europe into the Rhine
and Danube regions. Not only Greek
but alse Syriac Christians became
additional mediators of the classical
heritage at this time. driven fromn their
homeland by the Jfikad

“Paradoxically,” writes Gouguenheim,
“Islam from its beginning transmitted
Creek culture to the Occident by
provoking the exile of thnse who
refused its domination.” So. to be
fair, did the Puoritanical spasms of
Byzantine court-theology in its regular
iconoclastic moods. The persecuted
iconodules.” like the Syriac Christians,
often sought refuge in ltaly, Spain. or
France.

reached

Gougnenheim makes clear the
conscious and deliberate indebtedness
of the Carolingian Renaissance to
these sustained currents from the East;
he emphasizes the importance of the
Carolingian Hellenophile project to
the preservatien and recirculation of
Neo-Platonic and Aristotelian thought
belore the school of Aquinas. “From
the court of the Carolingians to that
of the Germanic emperors of the tenth
and eleventh centuries, one does not
cease e encounter men \-‘\v'h(] illtt‘.l‘t‘sted
themselves in Creek knowledge and
culture.”

Gouguenheim mentions how Pépin
le Bref (reigned 751-768) petitioned
the Pope for Creek texts and how Paul
| responded by committing to royal
custodianship various “litnrgical books
manuals of grammar and orthography.
of geometry [and] works of Aristotle
and pseudo-Dionysius™ along with
“men capable of translating them.”
Charlemagne himself employed an
[ealian of Greek background. Paul
Diacre (720-799), “to teach Greek
1o the clerics™ at a moment when a
marriage seemed possible berween his
daughter Rothrude and a Byzantioe
prince. Charles the Bald (reigned
840-877) “was fascinated by Greek
¢ulture, to the point that he asked
the Trish savant Duns Scotus Erigena
to translate the work of [pseudo-
Dionysius] towards 8557

With  respect to  Aachen.
Couguenheim senses an “irresistible
attraction for the Greek authors]” which

Jews and Islam

EMEMBER, my co-religionists, that on account of the vast

number of our sins, God has hurled us in the midst of this
people, the Arabs, who have persecuted us severely, and passed
baneful and discriminatory legislation against us, as Scripture
has forewarned us, ‘Our enemies themselves shall judge us’
(Deuteronomy 32:31). Never did a nation molest, degrade,
debase and hate us as much as they .... Although we were
dishonored by them beyond human endurance, and had to put
with their fabrications, yet we behaved like him who is depicted
by the inspired writer, "But | am as a deaf man, | hear not, and |
am as a dumb man that openeth not his mouth.” (Psalms 38:14).
Similarly our sages instructed us to bear the prevarications and
preposterousness of Ishmael in silence. They found a cryptic
allusion for this attitude in the names of his sons “Mishma,
Dumah, and Massa” (Genesis 25:14), which was interpreted to
mean, “Listen, be silent, and endure.” {Targum Pseudo-Jonathan,
ad focum). We have acquiesced, both old and young, to inure
ourselves to humiliation, as Isaiah instructed us “| gave my back
to the smiters, and my cheeks to them that plucked off the hair.”
(50:6). All this notwithstanding, we do not escape this continued
maltreatment which well nigh crushes us. No matter how much we
suffer and elect to remain at peace with them, they stir up strife and
sedition, as David predicted, "l am all peace, but when | speak, they
are for war.” (Psalms 120:7). If, therefore, we start trouble and claim
power from them absurdly and preposterously, we certainly give
curselves up to destruction.”

- Moses Maimonides, Epistle fo Yamen, guoted in A Maimonides Reader, Isadore Twersky,
Baker and Taylor, 1972, pp.457-458.

carries over into the Ouoenian period
and even intensifies. “The reputediy
obscure centuries of the Middle
Ages were in reality animated by
muliiple intellectual rebirths” Gothic
Christianity. far from being averse to or
irreconcilable with antique philosophy.
“succeeded in the task of integrating
antique culture within the Biblical
framework of which [Christendom]
was the issue”

In addition 1o passing remarks.
Gouguenheim devotes a separate
chapter to the classicizing tendencies
of the Syriac and Arab Christians. as
distinet from their linguistic cousins
and brethren in the Islamic faith, As
part of Byzantium, of which their main
region of Cappadocia was a province.
Syriac Christians played a central role
in constituting the Eastern theological
discourse during the
centuries, continuing to do so even
after they had fallen under the sway
of the Caliphs, thereby assisting in the

medieval

westward transmission of Actie and
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Alexandrian lore. Couguenheim writes:
“Insofar as cne speaks of ‘Arabic-
Muslim culwure” in the seventh through
the tenth centuries. one commits an
anachronism = becavse the coliure
was at that time barely Muslim
and was Arab only by displaced
appellation.” Truly, “Syriac is closer to
Hebrew than to Arabie)” and the elites
af the Nestorian and Monophysite
dispensations could generally boast
bilingualism in their own tongue and
the Koine of the Empire. The jolly idea
of Muslim competence in classical
learning, as Gouguenheim argues, rests
on a misunderstanding: what Islam
knew of Creco-Roman wisdom, which
it possessed at no time extensively,
it knew largely cthanks to Syriac
scholars.

“The Syriac [Christians| were in
effect the
of the transmission into Arabic of
the philosophical texts of the ancient
Creeks)” who generously gave far
more than the reluccant takers took.

essential intermediaries



Obtuse westerners betray their lack of
discrimination and their poverty of real
knowledge in lailing to differentiate
between 3yriac culture and the Arahic-
Muslim culture which. by means of
the Jitad. conquered and cruelly
stamped out Nestorian {and Coptic and
Byzantine) society.

Unlike their Muslim beneficiaries.
however, the Syriac Christizns could
assimilate the full range of Greek
logic and speculation. The Johannine
Logos stemmed from the Creek Logos
and the Christianity of the Pasres -
whether Greek. Latin. or Syrmac -
therefore comperted itself as a rational
theology; already in Late Antiquity,
Cappadocians and Syrians stood out as
the chief developers of Neo-Platonism:
emperors both Pagan and Christian
scught counsel from the professors of
Antioch’s renowned Daphnacum.

In a chapter on “Islam and Greek
Knowledge.” Gouguenheim
that for Muslitus. on the other hand,
the Logas constituted an inassimilahle
scandal, sobversive of the absolute
submission to Allah’s
as articulated in the Koran. that the
name fslam denores, [slam kept of
Creek thought ~in general [only] that
which could not come in contradiction
with Koranic teaching” Furthermore,
and so too Rome -
represented a world radically foreign
to Islam. for reasons religious, but also
political™: and. unlike the Latinate and
Frankish pecples. “Moslims did not
interest themselyes in the languages
of those whom they had conquered™
because ~“Arabic the =acred
language par excellence. and thae of
revelation”

More aggressively. “Muoziino
rejection - or indifference — o Greebk
knowledge manifesied itzelf agan
through the destruction of the cultural
centres that were the monastenes. the
Muslims not acting in this way am
differently from the Vikings™ One
could remark here. however, thai the
Yikings at least had the decency after
two centuries Lo cease their predatory
behavior and settle down as members
of Christendom.

Multiculturalists and Islamophiles
have pointed to the Abbasid
establishment in Spain (Andalusia)
called the Bayr al Hikma or “House
of Wisdom” as proof of Muslim

notes

commands.

“Greece -

Wds

Muhammad,
Model for Warfare

E can see that the
Prophet's life functioned
as an enormously powerful
paradigm for political activism
and warfare, perhaps
especially at moments of high
ideological temperature.
- Islamic Historiography, Chase F.

Raobinson, Cambridge Universty Press,
2003 p.122

enthusiasm for classical learning.
GCouguenheim demonstrates that chis is
another “seductive™ misunderstanding,
to which the fancifol cagerly vield. The
“House of Wisdom™ never [unctioned
other than as a Koranic school. and
even in that capacity it enjoyed only a
truncated existence.

Aristote Mant  Saint-Mickel
celebrates a central figure, Jacques
de Venize (twellth century), who. not
only meraphorically. brought Aristotle
to Mont Sainr-Michel. Jacques was a
cleric of Yenetian origin, as his name
tells. who studied in Constantinople
before re-establishing himsell in
Franee. Jacques. as Gouguenheim
phrases it. through his Herculean labor
of scholarship and translation. supplies
“the missing link in the history of the
passage of Aristotelian philosophy fromn
the Greek world 1o ¢he Latinate world”™

It iz a marter of vcolossal importance
thar Jacques. as Gouguenheim reports.
“rranslated a considerable number of

e ges

Anstodde s works dbrecady trom Creek (o
Lenn mushimg hirm & ploneering tigure”
ik addled ) According o the story
prevalent today. Anstode in his fullness
reterned to the ken of Christendom
through a complicated chain of
ransagiions. bc’ginning with supposed
Arabic cransiations out of Greek, aod
then. by way of Moorish generosity,
trom Arabic back into Latin and
over the Pyrenees. But che story does
not wash. e is plagued by linguistic
problems. which Gouguenheim duoly
rehearses. bot it is flatly demolished
bv what Gouguenheim has discovered
concerning Jacques’ work,

Jacques” manuscripts. which are in
almost every case the earliest attested
for a given Aristotelian opus, swiftly
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gained a reputation, well founded, for
being the most accurate and idiomatic.
Jacques’ translations gained wide
currency and formed the basis for an
Aristotelian revival all across Western

Europe.
As Goupuenheim writes. “The
two great names of theological

and philosophical reflection in the
thirteenth century. Albertus Magnus
and Thomas Aquinas. utilized
[Jacques’] Creco-Latn translations” In
a manner. Jacques brought his projecr
to too [ine a point of perfection.
re-establishing  the  Aristotelian
tradition so effectively that his own
pioneering status Iapsec] into ablivion,
exactly in proportion as knowledge of
The Metaphysics and the Analytics came
to be taken for granted. Many of his
original manuscripts lay unrecognized
in the archives at Mont Saint-Michel
until recent decades.

Perhaps the
of Gouguenheim’s chaprers is the
antepenultimate one. under the title of
“Preblems of Civilization” “Medieval
Islam,” Gouguenheim notes, “had
not developed any real curiosity for
societies exterior to it While the

most  stimulating

magnum opus of Persian literature,
The Thousand Nights and a Night, saw
its first European translation early in
the eighteenth centurv. npeither the
Hliad nor the Odyrsey ever interested
any Muszlim wanslator. “This absence
of curinsity explains in parc why the
Middle Ages seem to comprise a
paralyvzing confrontation of several
venturies. more often  violent
than peaceful, which the shared
monotheistic belief better sustained
than it ameliorated.”

But the notion of a
monotheism. while hopeful. might be
misleading;

To proclaim that Christians and
Mustims have the same God, and to hold
to that, believing thereby that one has
brought the debate to Its term, denotes only
a superficial approach. Their Gods da not

partake in the same discourse, do not put

COMMOLn

Sforward the same values, do not propese
Jor hwmanity the same destiny and do
not concern themselves with the same
manner of political and legal organization
in Auman saciety. The comparative
reading of the Gaspel and the Koran by
itself demonstrates thai the twe universes
are unalite. From Christ. who refuses ta



Now available from Chevalier Press

New Scriptural Commentaries
by Father MICHAEL FALLON, MSC

The Book of Genesis

Knowing the kind of literature that we find in the Book
of Genesis is crucial for our knowing how we read this
inspired work. This is especially important today
because of the insistence of many who think that truth
in the inspired word requires that it make only
statements of fact, as though God could not inspire
poetry, drama and saga. 246 pp. Price: [Includes GST
and postage anywhere in Australia] $25.

The Books of
Deuteronomy, Joshua,
Judges

Deuteronomy is a presentation of the essence of the
religion of Israel. It highlights the fact that bible texts
were written to be proclaimed when the people
assembled for worship. Joshua tells the story of the
beginnings of Israel in the Hill couniry of Canaan.
Judges is a compilation of various accounts of great
tribal leaders in the period before the monarchy. 355
pp. Price: [Includes GST and postage anywhere in
Australia] $30.

A Priestly Kingdom
and a Holy Nation

[The Books of Exodus, Leviticus and Numbers]

Exodus tells the story of God's action in freeing a
group of slaves from forced labour in Egypt and
leading them to Mt Sinai. Numbers completes the
journey from Sinai to within sight of the river Jordan
and the Promised land. Between these two books is
Leviticus. It lists the worship and other laws that had
developed over the centuries and portrays them as
having been handed down by God to Moses on the
Holy Mountain. 441 pp. Price: [Includes GST and
postage anywhere in Australia] $30 .

Available from Chevalier Press, PO Box 13, Kensington
NSW 2033. Phone:[02] 9662-7894. Fax: [02] 9662-1910
or from any good Catholic bocokstore.

ANNALS AUSTRALASIA 32 JULY 2010

punish the adulterous woman by stoning,
one turns to see Mohammed ordaining,
in the same circummstances, the putting to
death of the unfaithfid woman. One cannot

follotw Jesus and Mokummed.

Christianity was ready. moreover, to
receive. not only the philosophy. but
also certain basic political principles,
of the ancient Creeks. particularly of
the Athenians, such as “liberty. reason.
and democracy” Christian Europe in
the medieval centuries was. indeed. n
a position to admire from the ancient
heritage — and to adopt critically —
whatever might enhance its Gospel-
based convicton of the free will of the
mndividual. Thus the Attie achievement
i particular lies at the efective root of a
peradovically self-identifying European
culturs I-lam knows only that it is
Istam whereas Europe, when at its
best. has alwas:s inderscood that it is
itself and ver sometding elve at the same
time.

A European =ense of intellectual
oafficrency and necd gave
unzapected strength 1o the progress
and consolidation of the medieval
mind, Europe would prove itself
“permesble” in 2 way that Islam could
not - convipced = it waz of ite own
perfection ab erigine Thus. concludes
Gouguenheim. “the Hellenization
of medieval Europe was the fruic of
Eurcpeans” who discovered, on their
own. their filiauans with the ancient
societies.

Aristote au Vorr saine-MMickel is one
of the mos: aignificant publications
of the last few years. [t is, T believe,
destined to becnme a classic — not only
in its original French. but also in the
other European lanpuages, once it has
been transiated Tt dispels a myth. ap
invidious one that has long been central
to the perverse palaver ol western
self-hatred. For those who. like me,
command their French a bit unsurely,
Gouguenheim’s prose is a miracle of
halanced sentences and clear meaning.
I would sayv that Gouguenheim’s
study has a potentially large andience
outside the academy and could become
something of 2 popular success in the
Anglephone nations.

L e people whe revetence religions images
| Ed. Annalsi



REeLiGcioN AnD CuLTURE

Crvilization points not to itself but to what is beyond itself.

WHAT CIVILIZES US?

By Father James Schall, 8]

HE WORD "CIVILIZATION' means. roughly. the capacity to live in the city while freely

and intelligenty participating in its order. The city is the ‘this-worldly’ locus wherein all the

potentialities of mortal man, both those for good and for evil, can and usually do come forth.
Civilizing distinguishes, in this living order, what is good from what is evil. Civilizing defines and
accounts for what is noble through laws, customs, artifacts, and our self-articulation.
Yet something strange is always found in civilizations. At their best. all have some relation te an
order that is more than civic. This social order, by being what it is, likewise points to what transcends
man. Indeed. for man to he himself. he needs to transcend himself. If nothing is found beyond him.
he ends up less than human.
In a recent address in Melbourne (Specator, UK, April 3), George Cardinal Pell addressed the “Key
to Our Civilisation. Pell began his lecture by citing 2002 studies from the Chinese Academy of
the Social Sciences, In analyzing the superiority of their own culture, the Chinese have long been
puzzled by the speed and causes of Western power. Why did this development of civilization happen
thete first?

By a process of elimination. the Chinese scholars recognized that this superioritny was not due to
guns. or political systems or economies. The kev was religion. specifically. Christianit.

The economist Zhao Xiao. as Pell cites him observed that ‘marker economies promote efficiency.
discourage laziness. force competition. They work and produce wealth. But . . . a market cannot
discourage people from lying or causing harm and indeed may encourage people to harm others and
pursue wealth by any means” The Chinese concluded thar we must combine an objective moral code
with the spirit of enterprise, both of which require a proper and unified understanding of man and
his destiny.

But in the context of China. this conclusion has a drawback. The Chinese ‘these days do not believe
in anvthing” no God. no judgment. no after-life. Pell reminds us that such skepticism and unbelief
are quite prevalent in the West. though here, even among the atheists, a residue of Christian moral
caregories remaiis,

This ‘residue’ is also what continues to link Europe to its own historic and intellectual past. Was
Christianity a mere sidelight or was it Europe’s heart? Were the Chinese scholars more perceptive
than the European politicians? Is Europe dying for the same reason the Chinese populace has no
beliet in anything?

Pell recalls the 1983 remark of Solzhenitsyn that ‘Men have forgotten God! This forgetfulness is not
neutral. ... A world filled with poor. numerous, meaningless people cannot really find motivation to
reestablish the moral dignity that makes a civilization humane and honorable.

In a passage mindful of Benedict’s profound Spe Sa/vi, Pell cites Czeslaw Milosz: ‘The wrue opium of
the people is a belief in nothingness after death — the huge solace of thinking that for our betrayals,
greed. cowardice. murders, we are not going to be judged’ Of course, at the end of the Republic
Plato said that. for these same things, we are going to be judged. This belief in judgment upholds
the central belief that the world is not made in injustice. But if nothing matters. as the Chinese
see, unbelief leads to nothing but the rule of the powerful. something that Plato. not to mention
Machiavelli, also saw.

— The Catholic Thing, April 8. 2010, Father James V. Schall, 8.].. is Professor ol Political Philosophy at Ceorgetown University
and rhe author of many books in the areas of social issues, spirituality and literarure,
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Itching

Difficult 10 say which was the first boarding-
school saga. But Zom Brouwn’s Schooldays by
Thomas Hughes may be judged prototypical.
Rudyard Kipling's Stafkey & Co is another
example: later there is Ceorge Orwell's. Such,
Such Were the Days.

If angst and tears were key ingredients of
these, hilarity broke through in Creyfriars School
created by Frank Richards as the alma mater of
Billy Bunter.

Surprisingly in Hitch 22 A Memoir (Allen &
Unwin, $35) Christopher Hitchens, whe has an
impish facility for mocking laughter, goes for
angst and tears rather than hilarity in recounting
his boarding-school days.

He compounds the tears by relating the
sacrifices of his father. 2 pensioned-off naval
commander. and his mother, 2 beauty with
artistic ambitions whe, Hitchens records, aborted
a child before coneeiving and delivering him and
his younger brother, Peter.

The first news of her death Hitchens received
was that she had been murdered in Athens by
the man of artistic temperament for whom
she had abandoned her marriage. Only when
Hitchens got to the city did he discover she and
her lover had died in a suicide pact.

Tn dealing with this, he displays a kind of stoic
nonchalance surely inherited from his father.
So intent is he on his boyhood growing pains
that his work occasionally sounds like a middle-
class version of Frank McCourts misery-/ir classic,
Angela’s Ashes.

Humour does break through in his
sub-Wungh account of his time at Oxford which
included homosexual excursions. He gives the
impression that all can be forgiven as long as
participants have an Oxford accent.

His account of his atheistic political activity
(from which his brother Peter cwerged as a
believer in Cod) may be more relevant to his
present attitude. Scrupulously. displaying a quasi-
religious ardour, he analyses various left-wing
factions and their theses.

MEDIA MATTERS

By James MuRRay

Alwavs 2 orist rather than a Maoist, he takes
his stand as a Trotskyite which may explain his
post-9 11 coinzze of the term Islamofascist to
describe Muslim =xtremists: IslamoTrot would
have been closer to reality given that the
extremists are 2 splinter group aiming for a
theocratic wordd-order of which the Communist
notion of the state withiering away can be seen as
a secularist reflecoon

Although he rides a carcusel ol egocentricity,
Hitchens descrihes withour irony President John
F Kennedy 2: narassistic. hennedy’s is only
one of the abundant names he drops. For him
the golden name 1= Mardn Amis. Jonathen to his
David. son of Kingsles Amis and living evidence
thar there would be a gene tor coruscating fiction.

Australia’s greatest viswing fireman. Clive
James, is also lugh on the Hiwchens list An
anecdote about James's iunching drill needs
quoting tw show the Hitchens mastery of
concealing 2 bnckbat w2 bouguer,

"Clive had grven ap aleohol after a long period
of enjoyving a master-servant reladionship with
it, in whick uniartunately the role of the booze
had been plaved by Dick Bogarde. He thus threw
in money tor onls the tood part of the bill. undil
one dav he noteed how much the restaurant
charged for awtul muri such as biver lemon and
tanic water. Ar this he moaned with theatrical
remorse: “I owe vou all several hundred
pounds™ Hitchens leaves unsated whether or
not James sewded the deb:r with 2 boutle or two
of decent plonk

His roistering vamn of his time in Fleet Street
does not include dropping the name Rupert
Murdoch, Odd Murdoch was chen in the process
of wransforming thar streer

Its tradition of hacking. going back to the
mediaevai Liberues of Alsatia, be replaced with
a generic brand produced through a debt-
defying. computer-age. global-copy circuit, its
master-=witch originally behind harbed wire in
Wapping. and now located among the towering
ramparts of Manhartan.

Hitchens does admit he has always kept
two sets of books. His omission of Murdoch.
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could indicate he counts on the global-copy
circuit. To it be contributes lucrative features
and excraces from his longer works such as God
i not Great: How Religion Poivons Everything, a
theme unconsciously inspired by the false god of
Communism and its spurious religion.

From his memoir, Hitchens emerges as a
very. very English personality (although there
is a throw-away line about his surname being
Cornish, that is. Celtic). Despite this, non-English
terms are needed o describe him: he is a
wunderkind who has passed through being an
enfant terrible and now faces being a monstre
wgere who has had a Taminy fair makeoyer.

L [timately it is not in his memoir that we
find the kev ta the Hitchen’s enigma but in Tom
Broun i Schooldays. His physical courage is Tom
Brown's; his main-chance. celebrity-seeking
npportunism. is Flashman’s — a Brown-Flashman,
an athiest, destined willyniily, at his loving and
beloved mother's insistence, to bear the name
Christopher — Clirist-bearer - (0 the world.

Communist !

The term once had tremendous emotive
power when used either as a compliment or an
insult. Now it symbolises confusion particularly
when mining entrepreneurs and executives.
argning against the Super-Profits Tax, deploy it
against Rudd-TLabor

Have they no Confucian respeet for the
Chinese Comimnunist cardres who have done so
much to gild their salary packages and personal
wealth?

Through tis muln-muliien advertising counter-
olfenzive to the mining industry’s campaign.
Rudd-Labor made a major tactical error; i also
hroke. or bent, much-needed legislation against
using taxpayer funds for party-pelitical purposes.

Shrewder to have let the mining indusiry
bellow like an all-in wrestler in mock pain and
allow voters to concelude: this is a re-run of that
maryellous drama. David versus Goliath.

Excepc that Rudd has not seen lhimself
as David. He has been the Prime Minister
Plenipotentiary. Or, as it turned oui. the boy
who steod on the burning deck whenee all hut
he had fled inte a lifeboat skippered by Jalia
Gillard. carrying an old broom and a holey,
baling bucket. Tony Abbout? He skippers the
rusty dreadnought steaming in frorn starboard at
election. ramming speed.

To change the metaphor, the Rudd-Gillard
alliance was one of convenience. as remarked
here early in its existence. And in last month’s
issue rhe shift from ideological-party polities

to the managerial-process variety was noted,
Practitioners of this variety are treated more
harshly for perceived derelictions. Kevin Rudd
is a casualty of the shift: he compounded his
difficulties by throwing banana skins ahead of
himsell,

Ham radio

John Laws. having hung his larynx out to dry,
Alan Jones is the radio voice of Australia. Over
his reputation. however, hangs remembrance of
the Cash for Comment scandal. When this was
sizzling, Jones reportedly said that he did not let
the cash affect his opinion.

Guffaws all round at this unprecedented piece
of overdnne cheek. But was it unprecedented?
During the reign of James Sixth of Scots and
First of England, Francis Bacon was knighted,
and royally becoming
successively Solicitor-General. Auorney-General,
Privy Councillor. Lord Keeper of the Great Seal
and Lord Chancellor before being created Baron
Yerulam and Viscount St. Albans.

Even by the standard of modern, hand-out
honours. a splendid list in which some have
found evidence that he, not William Shakespeare.
wrote the greatest plays of the era.

Insatiable, Bacon was charged with taking
bribes in the Court of Chancery. [le pleaded
guilty and was convicted while claiming he
had never allowed the bribes to influence his
judgement,

The precedent supreine!

Back o the bench as 2 judze? Not exactly.
He was fined 40.00U pounds (muldiply by 500
tor today’s values), imprisoned in the Tower
of London and debarred from holding any
otfice under the Croww. sitting in Parliament or
approaching within 12 miles of the court.

Okay. the greater part of his punishment was
revoked: he retired to his country estate to wrile,
leaving his reputation sprinkled with aphorisms,
examples:

“All rising to a great place is by a winding
stair

‘A little philosophy inclineth man’s mind 10
atheism. but depth in philosophy bringeth men’s
minds about to religion’

“The speaking in perpetual hyperbole is
comely in nothing but lave’

pensioned  while

Marr-vel

Never too late 10 comment on a classic. And
the David Marr Quarterly Essay, Power Trip: The
Political Journey of Kevin Rudd is a classic, if only

‘in its peculair mix of tabloid and hroadsheet.
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Tabloid: an intro. verbatim quote of Rudd.
during a background briefing, using basic
Anglo-Saxon (not Mandarin) to describe what
the Chinese were trying to do 1o te "us’ in snowy
Copenhagen.

Broadsheet: “Superior’ plus the Americanistm
‘boilerplate” to defive the text of a Rudd
‘commereial® In this, Marr aptly defined his own
prose: it is a standard-gauge ran. through the
record of Rudd’s life and lacks the witty over-
drive Annabel Crabb brought to her essay on
Malcolm Turnbull.

Rudd and Turnbull, both rich. were following
an archetypal, political legend: Abe Lincoln’s
log-cabin-to-White House. Rudd’s cabin:
sleeping in the family car. Turnbull's; a rented
flac. Looxury!

What remains puzzling is why Marr should
have broken the operating procedure of many
hacks: avoidance of answering questions from a
subject about the objective of the interview or.
as Rudd called ic the "argument’

By then. Marr and Rudd are barefoor in the
sand. Marr describes Rudd’s question as “man 1o
man’ and answers it.

Abysmal anti-climax. Marr's account of Rudd’s
tirade is broadsheet indirect speech as against
the tabloid direct speech for Rudd’s Anglo-
Saxonisms.

It is on the indirect specch Marr relies to
justify his verdict: ‘Rudd is driven by anger. It's
the juice in the machive. He is a hard man to
read because the anger is hidden by a public
face, a diplomat’s face. Who is the real Kevin
Rudd? He is a wman you see when the anger
vents. He is a politician with rage at his core.
impatient rage.

The tirade lases for 20 minutes, accordiung to
Marr - 20 minutes which he says “informs every
corner of this essay, 20 minutes, yet not a single,
direct quote to allow the reader ta judge of the
quality of Rudd’s anger which can, after all. be
positve in a politician or. indeed. a writer.

Here it becomes clear whose anger really
informs every corner of the essayv: Mare’s own,
He keeps it under contro! bur ic flashes in his
summary of Rudd’s failure. now thac he has the
power. to act ponitively on the Australian Wheat
Board-Saddam Hussein scandal after leading the
Opposition auack against the Howard Coalition’s
conduct and that of tormer. fellow diplomat
Alexander Downer.

The writings of Jonathan Swilt were tamously
inspired by ferocious indignation. Marr is no
Swift: a lawyer by training. he was fast tracked
to editorship during che reign of James (The
Benign) Fairfzx before Warwick (The Overbold)
Fairfax ended the family tenuore, now resumed
in part by the collateral John (The Persistent)
Fairfax.

To use a term he applies to others in his
essay, Marr himself is a grandee. On a broader
spectrum of backflips than the AWB Scandal, his
anger was totally justifiable.

Instead of admitting it. he provides merely
a final catspaw: "A flash bursts inside and the
prime minister disappears.” Give that man the
Delphic Oracle Award. Roll on Annabel Crably's
Rise of the Ruddbot {scheduled for publication in
July).

The Quarterly essay is an admirable project.
Perhaps its publisher Morry Schwartz shouid
print rules of engagement. IT off-the-record is a
factor. this should be stated plainly ac the outset
s <hould amy variation: ot the recard for direct
speech bt 1o achieve a squib. on the record for
indirect summary of the off-the-record direct
speech.

Commendation

The episode known as Bloody Sunday
happened more than 25 years ago in Derry. The
recently published report by the British judge,
Lord Saville, clears the protestors involved
of allegations that they were armed when
paratroopers fired on them with deadly effect
(14 casualties}.

Hamish McDonald. Asia South Pacific editor
of the SMH (June 19-20). has shone a long light
on the episode by revealing here evidence that
Harold Evans. then editor of The Sunday Times.
London. did not puhlish an immediate report
at the time. This reached the same conclusion it
has taken Lord Saville 12 years of investigation
to reach.

The reporters were Derek Humphrey and
Murray Sayle who when he coined the phrase
‘old enough to be new” did not mean this: now
84, Sayle he is iu nursing home in Syvdney.
Muaral: early disclosure is best.

{¢) Austral-Media Pry Lid 2010
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Economic growth projects in developing countries
have too few benefits for local people

A SUCCESS STORY ON THE FLY RIVER

N A RECENT article for
Annals | Peace and Justice
- what do we mean?
- 2/2010], T wrote:
“The basic elements
of production - even
preduction of necessities
at subsistence level - are land. capital

(including entrepreneuarship). labour
and management (incorporating
organisation) ... The most imporcam
element of production is labour, In a
typical enterprise, labour contributes
between 60 and 80 per cent of the
added value of an enterprise. Coupled
with management (itself an element of
labour) and organisation, the effective
use of labour is the key to achieving
wealth”

Too many economic growth projects
in developing courtries have minimal
beneficial effects for the ordinary
people of the target countries, Large
capital-intensive
mining generate valuable revenue for
cash-strapped governments but do not
provide significant nnmbers of jobs and
personal income for the mass of the
people.

In plages like Papua New Guinea.
such projects tend to have only
a limited ‘trickle-down effect” of
government services with village lives
barely improved from their traditional
subsistence activitdes. On the other
hand. the sinall-scale projects fostered
by many non-government charitable
organisations do marginally imnprove
living standards buz net inuch moere.
They are good for the soul: of the
giver, but all too cften the programs
reflect a significant degree of sucial
ENgINeering or are a response to some
natural disaster. Development projects
that will have a marked and sustained
elfect demand not only a good deal of
capital and infrastructure but also the
comnitment of management skills to

rojects  such  as
Proj

By Michael O’Connor

support the employment of traditional
villape-based skills.

In late 1964, T was assistant district
commissioner ar Kiunga in Papua New
Guinea, Five hundred miles up the
Fly River in what is now the Western
Provinee. the people of the district
lived as they and their ancestors had
{or centuries. They had virtually no
sources of cash income because their
labour was not wanted by the expatriate
industrigs. There were only the most
basic services of health and education
while such infrastructure as did exist
was directed to the minimal needs of
government and the Christian missions.

After and
discussion with a very pessimistic
Department of Agriculiure, a beginning
was made on the development of
rubber as a cash crop. Rubber had
several advancages: chere
always be a substantial and generally
consistent market for rubber; there
was evidence that it would grow quite
well and; there existed in the myriad
rivers, creeks and lag{)[}ns a nacural and
effective transport system using the
villagers’ canoes.

[ left un leave and posting at the
end of 1964, bur my colleague Warren
Dutton took up the challenge with
great skill and energy. Warren was
soon to leave government servive and
establish his own enterprise and later to

some  investigation

would
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concentrate ot the rubber development.
As well, post independence, he enjoyed
g distinguished political career, bolding
ministerial office on two separace
QUCAsIonS.

The establishment of the giant
Ok Tedi gold and copper mine from
1981 proved a distraction for local
villagers, Kiunga was to be the river
port that would handle the mine
product and the establishment of the
mine’s infrastructure demanded well-
paid labour from the villages hetween
Kiunga and the mine in the Star
Mountains.

The mine has been vitally important
to Papua New Guinea’s economy
contributing around one-third of its
export income annually. The problem.
though, with all such projects is that
niining will cease by 2013 if not earlier.
and the income to the people ol the
region sourced from mining-related
operations will cease.

Rubber continued to be produced.
albeit on a small scale. throughout
the 1980s and 00« By the end of the
19%0s. the original low-vielding trees
were nearing the end of their economic
life. With the need for new higher-
vielding trees and the foreseeable end
10 mining. there was a clear need 10
expand rubber production to provide
sustainable economic development for
the local peaple.

Seed the form of
redeemahle shares was provided by
the Ok Tedi Development Trust ser up
by Ok Tedi Mining, and by Dutton and
his partner Davis Matthew’s company,
Progress Limited. Over the years,
3039 village-hased rubber growers'
throughout PNG™s Western Province
shares in the
company. North Fly Rubber Limited.
amounting to just on 58 per cent of
total equity capital of almost 477.000
kina®. Membership continues to grow

capital in

subseribed to new



as the rubber blecks are brought into
production.

Crucially Nerth Fly Rubber has
thrived for the past seventeen years
under the leadership of Boo Kui Chew,
who had for twelve years been the
factory manager of the government-
owned rubber Factory in Moreguina.
in the Central Province to which
all Western Province rubber had
previously been sent for processing.
“Chew Boo” designed. built and
operates North Fly Rubber’s factory in
Kiunga. which now enjoys a worldwide
reputacion for producing the highest
quality PNGCRI0 rubber in Papua
New Guinea.

While North Fly  Rubber is
structured as a corporation. the
ownership is effectively that of a
growers’ cooperative. Consisrent with
their rraditional culture. the growers
are family-based and have traditional

usufructuary rights to portions of

communally owned land. Thus the
potentially troublesome issue of land
ownership does not come into play.
The individual families own their
rubber trees and their produet. Unlike
traditional sharecroppers. they are at
liberty to develop and exploit their
holdings or otherwise, and are paid
according to the amount of rubber
produced for processing. Immediate
cash paymeot is made on delivery
to the huying point with a second
adjusting payment made at year-end
according to the prices achieved by
North Fly Rubber.

North Fly Rubber provides a range
of expert management and technical
services including rubber purchasing,
processing, shipping and sale. The

Media
and their

ARSHALL  MCLUHAN

once made the famous
statement, “The medium is the
message.” Taken at face value.
this aphorism is false, since
every medium is capable of
carrying a variety of messages.
But the aphorism contains
a truth, since every medium
tends to shape the message
according to its own inherent
logic and to block out any
message that does not suit its
own mode of communication.

- Avery Dulles, §.J., 'Catholics in the
world of Mass Media, Lecturs for
the Salesian Guild, Xavier University,
Cineinnali, Ohio, January 23, 1998,

company also provides technical
assistance, transport [rom several
buying points and planting material.
The company board of nine directors
includes three grower members.

By the end of 2008, the province-
wide project boasted 4618 hectares
under cultivation or development and
opersted by 6274 grower families.
The project aimns to have the current
average holdiog of 0.7 hecares
increased to 3 hectares per family
earning an average of 7000 kina
annually,

In 2008, North Fly Ruhber made
first payments of more than 2.20C.000

kina to some 3000 growers with a
further 442.000 kina in hand for cheir
second payments. Processed rubber
was sold by the company for more than
six million kina.

Since 1995, North Fly Rubber
growers have produced 10.606 tonnes
of high quality processed rubber worth
34.4 million kina in export revenue.
More importantly. the family-based
growers have earned 15.8 million
kina. North Fly Rubber's ambition is
to have 7000 families throughout the
province with at least 10,000 hectares
of rubber trees producing 40 million
kina per year of rubber for export,
and distributing 25 million kina in
cash to those growers. Thus grower
labour {"sweat’ equity) represents 62.5
per cent of the value added of the
enterprise with even more derived from
the technical and management effort.

More importantly, should the Ok
Tedi mune close some time (probably in
the next three to ten years), the capable
farmers of the province will enjoy a
sustained and susrainable income for
as loag 2= they are prepared to work at
it. Given that they also grow their own
food. this represents prosperity for this
once neglected community.

The people of the province owe
an enurmous debt to the vision and
commitment of Boo, Matthews and
Dutton as well as of Ok Tedi Mining
Limited,

1. A 3] Decewsher 2000,
2. Pe PNG kina is corremtly equivalent o 30 cepts
Anserafian

Micrar O’Connon is a tormer patrol officer in
Papua New Cuinea. He also served in the Royal
Australian Navy as an intelligence officer
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To know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge

THE ONLY LADDER BY
WHICH PARADISE IS
REACHED

TR, o'ty

AR
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| HHE LORD. aur Saviour, raised ks voice and

£\ | know! he said. ‘that after sorrow grace follows:
é«'i let them understand that without the burden
U4y of allliction one cannot arrive au the height
of glory: that the measure of heavenly pifts is
increased in proportion to the fabours underaken. Let then
Ire on their guard againse error or deception ; chis is the
anly ladder by which paradise is reached: without the eross
there is no mad to heaven!

When | heard these words | telt a grear impulse w rush
out inw the streer and shour ar the top of my yuice 0
vyervhe dv. no matter what their age. sex or eondition:
“Listen. all vou peaple: Listen all you namns. By Chinscs
command. using the very words which he auered. 1 il
you maost solemnly: no grace withour suflerning. Labour
must be heaped upon labour to plunby the depths ot the
divine natare. the glory of the sons of Cod and the perfec
liuppiness uf the soul!

The same inspiration hepr orging me to tell abroad the
heauty of divine grace, o strong was it that [ seemed
unable o breathe and it cansed e to perspire and pant. It
appeared ax if my soul eould not be detained i the prison
house of the body. but that it must burse its bunds, and
free and unimpeded. rush through the whole world. calling
out: Would that mortal men might know how wonderful is
divine grace. how beawilvl. how precious: what riches are
hidden therein. what treasures. what jovs, what delighes.
It they hut knew. surely they would dircet their energy with
all care and diligence to procuring sulferings aud aftlicions
for themselves, listead of good {ornne all men everywhere
would seck out troubles, illness and suffering that they
wight abtain the inestimable weasore of grace. This is the
final profit to be pained from patiem endurance. No one
would complain about the cross or about bardships coming
seemingly by chance upen him. if he realized in what
balance they are weighed before being distributed to men”
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- A reading from the writings of 5t Ruse of Lina, quond in the
Roman Breviary lor badns. of the Feast of 8t Rose, Augnst 23rd.
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Farewell

Buchan., Fleming, Le Carre,
Deighton: So many spy movies based
on their work and its imitators. Now
director Christian Carion gives us
murky skulduggery to the nth degree
of tension and double-cross complexity.
He trames his movie in the 1980s when
the Soviet Uniorn was imploding on
its own secularist, Communist vacuity
under the buffoon supreme apparatchik
Brezhnev.

Undoubtedly the movie. fact and
fiction. is stamped with Carion’s
authority and the vision of his
cameraman Walther Vanden Ende.
Without director-actor Emir Kusturica.
however, it would be a truck without a
prime-mover. Kusturica embodies the
KGB's Colonel Grigoriev {real name
Vladimir Vetrov), disillusioned vet
determined 1o change the world.

This while dealing with top secret.
tradable [iles at work and family
difficulties at home including his wife
Jessica (Alexandra Maria Lara) and his
rebel son Choukov (Oleksh Gorbunov).
Add an office mistress Natasha
(Ingeborga Dapkunaite) and you have
a hero who believes good may still be
done amid moral chaos.

He proceeds to change the world
with the help of a Moscow-based
French engineer Pierre {(Guillaume
Caner) doing favours for his boss who
in turn is doing favours for a French
secret  service chieftain reporting
directly to President Francois Mitterand
(Phillipe Magnan).

Mitterand  conveys Grigoriev's
information (o President Ronald
Reagan enabling him to promote his
‘Star Wars project, Fred Ward does an
extraordnary turn as the ex-Hollywood
hamm whose favourite movie is not
one of his own caters but the John
Ford classic The Man WWho Shot Liberry
Valence. In showing this. Carion allows
himself a neat gag that makes his movie
must see.

Colonel Grigoriev, totem animal a
wolf, emerges as a singular. doomed
hero while his cub Pierre seeks to
escape across the Finnish border with
his wife and child.

If the movie has a flaw, it is Carion
sentimental reliance on the rock band
Queen as a symbol of western culural
resistance. No mention of real resistance
in Soviet bloc nations including
Poland where Solidarity, with the
encouragment of Pope John Paul I1,

Movies

By JAMES MURRAY

demonstrated the decisive power of
unionised workers.

And Carion does depict the KGB as
somehow more human than the CTA
represented by Feeney (Willem Dafoe at
his most cold-eyed). But who takes the
final twist?

Mk kR NFFV

The Hedgehog
(Le Herisson)

Finely spun story of a bright
precocious child's prencenparions, But
writer-director Mena Achache does not
spin candy floss, She works in the gold,
silver and steel of reality. Her schoolgirl
Paloma Josse (Carance Le Guillermic),
living in a spacious apartment building
in Paris with her cabinet minister
facher, spoilt sister and her mother
whose diet is prescription pills and
non-prescription champagne.

From this life, Paloma distances
herself through a camera while
contemplating death.

The difference is made by the
building’s concierge Renee (Josiane
Balasko), too dowdy, too seemingly
dull 1o be a fairy godmother. The more
unlikely prince charming of the piece
is a new neighbour Kakuro Ozu (Togo
Igawa).

Each quietly transforms Paloma’s
outlook on life while their own
relationship shifts through a shared love
of Russian literature, Achache’s script
is a free adapration of Muriel Barbery's
best-seller The Lisgance nf the Hedgetug

[t is alsa tauldess in the stvle with
which she uses the gold. silver and
steel as 2 setuing for the diamond
performances she draws from her
principals. Her ending underlines the
value of every life, even the lives of the
working poor lived under the unseeing
gaze of the rich.

Mok k£ NFFV

Chloe

Writer-director Atom Egoyan. forgive
the pun, has a split approach to his
movies, Some display rare acuteness,
others tend to blatancy. This is one is
a mix of both. Catherine (Julianne
Moore} is a succesful gynaecologist,
her husband David (Liam Neeson), an
academic who has a weakness for his
nuhile students.
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When he fails to turn vup for his
surprise birthday party in their plate-
glass home, she diagnosis infidelity.
Concidentally, in a high shor from
her consulting rooms. she espies a
beautitul young woman emerging from
a discreetly. opulent building and being
farewell by a distinguished older man.

The woman is Chloe (Amanda
Seyfried) a call-girl and Cartherine
arranges for her to test her husband.
The results are more complicated than
Catherine bargained tor when Chloe,
seemingly so cool. goes about her work
with an unexpected obsessiveness that
includes Catherine, David and their
clever. wayward son.

Neeson displays a wary suavity,
Moore an anxious determination.
Seyfried, so npaively charming in
Letters from Juliet, broadens her range
to portray a femme fatale whose status
ricochets unto herself.

MA15+% %k NFFV

The Tree

The star is Ficus macraphylla. alias the
Moreton Bay Fig. and it says something
for the talent of French director Julie
Bertuccelli and her Austral-French
cast that they are not completely
overshadowed by its giant screen
presence.

Nonetheless the movie is perhaps a
whimsy too far. Charlotte Gainshourg,
Anglo-French by ancestry, comes on
as Dawn (Dawn!). living in small-town
Australia with her dinkum Aussie truck-
driver husband played by Aiden Young.

He dies suddenly of a heart-attack
in his ute. Their daughter Simone
(Morgana Davies) becomes convinced
that he is speaking to her from the
leaves of Ficus macrophylla and
converts her mother to her belief. She
also converts her siblings played by
Christian Byers. Cabriel Gotling and
Tom Russell

Drawing on the children. Bertucelli
diversifies from whimsy into welcome
family comedy invelving a4 dog and a
flying fox

The local plumber George
(Marton Csokas). called in because
Ficus macrophylle is threatening the
ramshackle family home. is harder to
convince. He does. however, fall in love
with Dawn who has taken to sleeping
with fallen branches of the tree draped
over her.When the house and Fieus
macraphylle are devastated by a cyclone,
George is there for ther in his trusty
ute.



The movie, based on a novel Our
Father Who Art in the Tree. received a
seven minute standing ovation when
shown at this year’s Cannes Film
Festival. Understandable the French
love trees and against all odds have
preserved the Bois de Boulogne.

MexxkNFFY

Lou

Writer-director Belinda Chayko’s
movie set in the sugar-cane country
surrounding Murwillumbah, is difficult
o categorise. Dysfunctional family
drama might do except that Chayko is
not into jargon. And she knows how to
inject comedy and caring into her story.
At its core is the wragedy of a beached
and Alzheimer-bewildered seafarer
Doyle, dumped on Rhia ( Emily Barclay)
the deserted wife af his uncanng son.

Lear amid the flames of cane-field
burn-offs. The performance Chayko
elicits from John Hurt as Doyle adds
to his gallery of master characters, She
walks a high wire by having Doyle
mistake his granddaughter Lou for his
dead wife. Mawkishpess is one risk.
Lolita complexity another,

But neophyte Lily Bell-Tindley in
her uncannily assured playing of Lou
matches the old master Hurt in subtle
tenderness. Emily Barclay, adding
Doyle’s problems to her own, gives
another of the performances that makes
seeing her a must as a young actress on
her way to a resounding maturity.

M a NI

The Father of my Children
(Le pere de mes enfants)

Movies about movie-making are
always problematical. Writer-direcior
Mia Hansen-Love solves the problems
by focusing not on a director or a writer
but on a producer, most maligned
of figures since Budd Schulberg,
a Hollywood insider. wrote about
producer Sammy Click in Hhar Makes
Sammy Run?

Not only is Haosen-Love's
producer Cregoire Canvel (Louis-Do
de Lencquesaing) a charming guy. he
is devoted to his wife Sylvia (Chiara
Caselli) and their lively daughters
Clemence (Alice de Lencquesaing),
Valentine (Alice Cautier) and Billie
{Manelle Driss).

His family devotion is surpassed by
his attention to the complex [inancial
and logistical arrangements that enable

Official
Classifications key

G: for general exhibition;
PG: parental guidance
recommended for
persons under 15 years;
M 15+: recommended for
mature audiences 15 years and
over; MA |5+: restrictions apply
to persons under the age of 15;
R 1B+: Restricted to adults,
I8 years and over.

Annals supplementary

advice

SFFV: Suitable For Family Viewing;
NFFV:Not For Family Viewing.

actors, directors and other members of
film crews to do their thing and earn
their croissants.

De Lencquesaing brings a rumpled.
nervy ambition to Canvel. a mobile
phone seemingly prafied tm his ear as
he deals and counter-deals to keep
the movie of a wayward director Stig
Jansen (Magne Havard Brekke) on
track for a genius award.

Clemence provides a sub-plot: a
daughter who may follow in ber father’s
track.

Canvel's actitude is debonair. gallanc
When Hansen-Luve explores what
makes this producer run. she allows us
to share her sense of discovery. To say
more would be to wreck a plot twist
that shifts the movie from frandc idyll
to something portended yet torally
unexpected.

TBA*x* *kkNFFY

Every Jack Has a Jill

Suitcases have long been
praps in romantic comedies: identical
suitcases, switched suitcases, wrong
suiteases and lost and found suitcases.
Writer-director Jennifer Devoldere
works a beguiling variation on the
latter. She makes the contents of the
lost and found suitcase the reason why
a young, Freuch loner Chloe (Melanie
Laurent} falls in love with the owner an
American animator Jack (Justin Bartha).

Jennifer Devoldere is not content
to focus on the young lovers in che
foreground. She keeps her background
busy with subplots involving a sad- sack
father. hoteliers, neighbours, colleagues,
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friends. strangers, DVD sellers and
other suitors.

Billy Boyd. out of Hobbit gear. and
into full Scots exile in New York mode,
is Jack’s mate. Will he outcharm Jack by
singing he belongs to Glasgow but his
heart belongs to Chloe?

Above all there is Paris, its streets,
its cafes, its apartinents rising against 3
misty sky

The movie does have a blemish: a
banal bedroom scene which is not only
ont of character but out of sequence
with the ending

TBA*x * wxNFFV

The Secret in their Eyes
(El Secreto De Sus Ojos)

The format for cops working under
English Common Law and its variations
iz so well-known that audiences can
frequently see the next twist before the
cops do.

Procedures under the Europeao
inquisitorial system are more difficult
and opaque, or slower but surer
Director Juan Jose Campanella
(co-writing with Eduardo Sacheri) has
created a classic of the genre set in
Buenos Aires,

His veteran court uivestigator
Benjamin Esposito (Ricardo Darin)
works under the instruction of a judge.
On retirement he decides to write a
novel about a baflling rape-murder case
in which he was tavolved,

His decizion sers him on an
investigation of the past including his
own and an unspoken love for a judge
colleague Irene (Soledad Villamil).

Campanella and his cameraman Felix
Monti create a vivid contrast between
the magnificence of the judicial
buildings and the small. file-crammed
rooms where the investigative teams
work.

And their helicopter shot of a
howling. football stadium by night
seems (o symbolise the era when the
Argentine was caught up in its post-
Peron upheavals. state terror and
disappearances.

The movie's running time is 126
minutes. Campanella. who edits his
movies, does not allow a single-idle
frame as Esposito wraps the cold case
and reaches an understanding with
Irene. an understanding as tender as
the opening flash-back rape-murder is
brutal.

MAIS+hk *xNFFV



Mademoiselle Chambon

Quictude seems (o scare many
movic-makers, Not writer-director
Stephane Brize. He may open with a
jack-haminer scene in Marseilles but
only 1o establish the believability of her
protagonist Jean, a builder.

[n any case Brize's quietude relates
to the way Jean (Vincemn Lindon) falls
in love with a teacher at the school of
his son Jeremy { Arthur Le Houerou).

Madewoiselle Chambon (Sandrine
Kiberlain) is an elegant, intriguing
wanderer from another higher life
in Paris. Jean's love is no lighwning
(lash splittiog him from his wife dnne
Marie (Aure Atika). They continoe
to live ogether in mutual respect and
alfecton.

Lindon and Kiberlain's performances
are narvels of quictness like a pause
between the movements of a symphony
(saddened by the knowledge that in
life they have separated after a long
marriage). As a counter 10 the sonnds of
Jean's builder’s equipment. Brize makes
Mademoiselle Chambon a talenied
violinist whom h= has to cajole inta
playing.

Teis a counterpoint matched to the
action and the quesdon: will Jean leave
his wife and family for a new life with
Mademoiselle Chambon? Or
profoundly can a new life wuly be made
through betrayal of an older one?

Mardrke e NFFV
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Sex and the City 2

Not a live-action movic bur a
hybrid cartcon in which actors plas
cartoon characrers. Carrie  (Sarah
Jessica Parker). Miranda (Cynthia
Nixon) Charlotte (Kristin Davis) and
Samantha (Kim Cauerall), an impression
strengthened by the way they speak in
the accents of Donald Duck’s nieces.

This puts Big (Chris Noth ) and
Aidan {Johu Corbetc) ar odds with the
females, they speak like boring human
beings. Big's hobby is watching black
and white movic classics. These include
Frank Capra’s /¢t Happened One Night,
starring Clark Cable and Claudette
Colbert,

Joke. Buit one that shows
maladroit Sex and the City 2 is. When
it heads lor the Middle Easr, it
degenetrates to — 10, rises 10 - the level
of the Bob Hope-Bing Crosby comedy
Road to Marocco.

how

No song to compare with Crosby
singing Moonlight Becomes You. Only
the cruckle of popeorn as the audience
munches along with the Hash trush in
which the more ontrageous costumes
are an argument for burqas.

Director Michael Pacrick King
directs. Unfortunarely his direction did
not include heading home before he
started. and watching # Happened One
Night,

MAIS+*ANFFY

Toy Story 3

Tom Hanks again voices Woody.
the John Waynesque leader of Disney
Pixar's posse of movie merchandise
now filmed in 3D. The story line is
even stronger than previous cfforts so
thar the computer-generated cartoon
puppets. particularly Buzz Lightyear
(Tin Allen). continue 1o display virtes
ol love, fortitude and loyalty neglected
in oo many live-action movies.

Towards the end director Lee
Unkrich includes a sequence that may
he scary for those of all ages with an
aversion (o rubbish disposal involving
iocineration. And a new character, the
pink. deceprively folksy bear Lots-o'-
Huggin (John Rawzcoburger), could
put teddyphiles off bears of any colour
except traditional cuddly brown.

The ending irtsell suggests that
Disney; Pixar may already he thinking
ol a trans-generacional franchise. ser 1o
roll unvl the end of tme,

GaxwsEEV

Shrek Forever After

Dreamworks the studio that made
the original Shrek cartoon has been
enfolded in Paramount Pictures. Hence
the assarance that the Franchise is to
end witly this one, No 3. Plus 3D.

The cartoon’s main. distincrive
strength has always been: its yoive-
actors: Mike Myers as Shrek (a send
up Billy Connolly). Cameron Diaz
as Princess Fiona his wife. Antonie
Banderas as Puss in Boots (gone to
3D fat) and Eddie Murphy as his loyal
donkey.

PG ¥ #SFFY

| am Love
{lo Sono Amore)

Writer-director Loca Guadagnino
open his movie with enthralling shots
of a snow-covered Milan: he swoops
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to a family mansion where the Recchis,
a family of rich, 1extile manufacturers
gather for the birthday of the family
patiarch.

But it is Emnma Recchi, a Russian
exile married upwards o son and heir
Edoarde Recchi. whe is the family's
anchor. And Tilda Swinton ran actreess
born wo play Lady Macheth) gives her
an appropriate aurz of watriarchal
power as the famils copes with
the death of the pawiarch and his
succession plan.

Dealing with its surprises. Emma
drives towards Nice. On the way. she
stops @t San Remo and re-meets the
chet Antonio (Edoardo Gabhriellini)
whose restaurant project is being
backed by her son Edoardo junior
(Flavio Paremti} who is also in
negotiation for a take-nver ol the family
company.

Antonio courts Emma by cooking for
her. Some may detece a sly glimmer of
amuserment in the way Swintnn goes
through the enchaoted moments of
censuming his special love dish: prawns,

Nevertheless delicioos prawns, and
bedroom passion. are fated to he paid
for and Emma’s bill is the highest a
mother can pay, Swinton should have
sung her (inal line. Bur this is grand
opera with cuceina substitdng for arjas.

Al & NFEV

The Back Up Plan

Okay Jennifer Lopez has a yen for
comedy and Alex O'Loughlin is another
Australian actor aiming for the a big
break in Hollywood, Even Lucille Bail
and Bob Hope, delivering jokes by the
thousand. would find it difficult to keep
the laugh quodient bigh in a romantic-
comedy based un anificial insemination.

Lopez play: Zoe. an  ethical
pet-dealer. Her bivlogical clock ticking,
she wants a baby the way a child might
want a Barhie ar Ken doll,

I a weene replete with all necessary
clinical paraphenalia, she gets hersell
prezant. This seems to extinguish the
inventiveness of director Alan Poul who
is reduced to having the newly pregnant
Lopez meet Stan, the love of her next
104 ininutes, in 2 Maohatran axi.

As Swuan, an ethical cheese-maker.
O Loughlin faints convincingly when
scenes become too much. This is not ar
option at the cinema, Stay at home.

MaNFFV



SOS! .. Christianity in the Middle East

THE urgent need to assure Christians of a future in the
Middle East has become a defining mark of Benedict XVI's
pontificate.

Profoundly saddened by the mass emigration of the faithful, the
Pope's recent pilgrimage to the Holy Land showed that he was
determined to throw a lifeline to Christian communities, enabling
them to stay in the place that bore Our Lord and Saviour.

Weakened by grinding poverty, under threat from rising
religious extremism and dwindling in numbers and influence, it
takes courage for these ancient Christian families to be heralds
of hope. They cannot do it all by themselves.

The Catholic charity, Aid to the Church in Need (ACN), is
helping to keep faith and hope alive throughout the region
by providing urgent aid to priests, religious and lay people,
offering subsistence help to refugees and building

* ... Churches in

and repairing Churches and convents. Please help ACN the Middle East are

strengthen and rebuild the Church in the Middle East. threatened in their
very existence...

A beautiful olive wood carving of the Holy Family’s May Gohdgfz"}ACN

G z g 3 i S5 strength to heip

Flight into Egypt’, handcra-fted in Bethlehem, will be bherbierthe nastl i

sent to all those who can give a donation of $25.00 or greatest.”

Pope Benedict XVI

more to help the campaign.

4 Donation Form: SOS! — Christianity in the Middle East

Send To: Aid to the Church in Need, PO Box 6245 Blacktown DC NSW 2148
Phone/Fax No: (02) 9679-1929 E-mail: info@aidtochurch.org Web: www.aidtochurch.org

I enclose a cheque/money order payable to Aid to
the Church in Need OR please debit my Visa or Mastercard

Annals

I/We enclose $.....ccccusunins to help keep Christianity
alive in the Holy Land and Middle East.

[ Yes please send me ‘The Fiight into Egypt D D D D |:| |:| |:| D |:| D |:| D |:| D |:| D

olive wood carving

Made of olive wood from the
Holy Land, the ‘Flight into
Egypt’ hand carved figurine

is powerfully symbolic of the
situation facing many Christians
in the Middle East today.

The figurines are lovingly
handcrafted by poverty stricken
families in Bethlehem and your
donation helps them survive.

Exp. Date_ ! SIHEEIIS v s SRR A SR T
BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE

RAEIIERSTINISISETIUBN, & icciticiamnss comietiostan S0 o S5 o S e e R P S PO TR

BRHEFBRE o i b oo st S A SR 55 B e

(Size 10cm x 7cm)

Aid to the Church in Need .... a Catholic charity dependent on the Holy See, providing pastoral velief to needy and oppressed Churches
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Book REeview

A conviction politician who was also a .rz.rperz'atz've operator’

THE WAY WE WERE

F you require John
Joseph Cahill's
monuments, look around
Sydney’s Circular Quay.
And there they are, the
ugly and the beautiful,
one named after him, the
other not: the Caliill Expressway and
the Sydney Opera House.

Other memories are enshrined at St
Brigid’s Church. Marrickville. where he
was a parishioner and where he and his
wife Esmey raised their five children.

8t Mary’s Cathedral also figures. After
his death in 1959, aged 68, his Requiem
Mass was said there and his coffin was
borne to Rookwood Cemetery through
streets lined hundred by hundred,
thousand by thousand with his fellow
citizens.

[n his take on the Sydney Opera
House (financed by the kind of
community-project lottery that has been
replaced by private profit first) Golding

tracks an obscure, ground-level plaque -

which records Cahill’s name.

He mentions that a bust of the
conductor Eungene GCoosens, who
inspired Cahill. adorns the Opera House,

Golding mmakes it a prelude to his
overall coverage of Cahill’s carcer and
an analysis of the Split involving the
Australian Labor Party and what was 1o
become the Democratic Labor Party.

He details the part plaved by Cahill.
Cardinal Norman Gilroy and his bishaop.
Dr James Carroll, in ensuring that the
Group designs of BA Santamaria were
not as suceessful in New South Wales
as they were elsewhere. particularly in
Santamaria’s home state of Victoria
where Archbishop Daniel Mannix held
sway.

This, of course. is to paint with
a broad brush; Colding’s work is
detailed, meticulonsly researched, exact,
pointilliste.

In effect he has created the
draft libretto of an opera: colourful
costumes. dynamic characters. plots
and counterplots. benignity. corruprion,

Reviewed by Iax MAcDONALD

They Called Him Oid Smoothie,
By Peter Golding, Australian Scholarly
Publishing Pty Ltd mp pb $49.95, hp §58.95.

Trots, caps. crims and journalists, by no
means cstrari, providing the chorus.

He quotes an editorial from The
Catholic Weekly: ‘Let it be said in the
clearest and most categorica) terms the
Catholic Church does not seek political
power. Catholic Action is not “Moscow
in reverse”. Catholic workers want
anxiously, desperately to be loyal to their
church and loyal to the Labor party:
there is no reason on earth why the wwo
lovalties should ever be in conflict?

By way of counterpoint. he quotes
Labor leader Herbert Vere Evat’s
analysis of Group tactics particularly in
Victoria: "[By] adopting methods which
strikingly resemble both communist and

Technology
and Abuse

NFORTUNATELY, as we
never seem fto learn,
‘extend[ing] Man's power’ can
leac in some brutal directions.
Recently the New York Times
reported that Dutch police had
discovered a ring of traders
in child pornography ‘whose
images of abuse of even babies
and infanls were peddled
over the Internet' to clients
around the world. According
to a psychologist consulting
with police on the case. 'For
professional reasons, | have
seen a lot of such porn, but this
left me speechless.’
- Bishop Charles J. Chaput. Deus
ex Machina. How to Think About

Tachnology, CRISIS 18, 18-22
{Oct. 1998)
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tascist infiltration of larger groups some
of these groups have created an almosr
intolerable situation calculated to deflect
the Labor movement from the pursuit of
established objectives and ideals.

Over the top to imagine the
statements.  suitably  madified. as
solos for a Giiroyesque trenor and an
Evattesque basso. the first in cardinal's
robes. the second in motley.

As a by-product of his biography,
Golding through his deserniption of
feuds. plovs and binerness destroys
the wnodon of 1 monolithic church
compnising totally unified and blindly
obediens adherents,

Te 2z non-parvcipant, like your
reviewer. comment would have been
welcome on  whether intervention
had the unintended consequence of
depriving NSW Labor of sensitive
elements of its institutional conscience,

There again. that comment may he
implicit in print. radio and televisiun
archival material as well in current
headlines and coverage.

Even at a remove of half' a century,
Golding deals boeldly with minefield
material. Oddly. despite skills honed
initially on the T#e drgus. Melbourne,
he does not make equivalent play with
the other. more hidden split of the time:
Freemasonry and Catholicism.

Okay. Outside his main terms of
reference. Laudably Golding does make
clear the tair-go openness of a country
where a 13-year-old school leaver of
[nsh ancestry eould make it from railway
apprentice unionist to assured Premier,
walking with royalty as to white tie and
tails borm.

In one of the books fine set of
pictures. he is seen with the Queen
Mother: she is in full regal fig. he looks
a bit like Jimmy Cagney putting on the
Ritz. Little wonder he was nicknamed
Old Smoothie.

But a smoathie with a flinty edge. He
liked a bet on the gee-gees, meatpies.
cigars and whisky but did not aspire to
what has become the nirvana of many



lawterday politicians, active and retired:
membership of the nouveaux riches, also
known as the glitterati or the financierati.

He lived and died in Marrickville
(which the real estate industry, with not
a litde help from copy-hungry hacks, has
taken to calling the new Paddingron).

He emerges from GColding’s
biography as that rarity: a conviction
politician who was also a superlative
operator, not be it said in modern terms,
a spinner. a speechifier of ghosted
words who felt the need. in Joh Bjelke-
Petersen’s immortal phrase, “to feed the
chooks’

Cahill was a hands-on achiever
who realised that politics is always the
art of the possible, its main medium
compromise. Other such rarities, including
the archtypal Liberal Prime Minister
Robert Gordon Menzies, respected him.

Neatly Golding links Cahill with
another conviction doer, Victoria’s
Premier Henry Bolte, throogh their
formal inauguration of the Snowy
Mountains Scheme which. with its muli-
origin work force, did more for natienal
unity than ten thousand starry summit
yabberfests,

Colding makes something of an
apology for the belated nature of
his biography and mentions also the
relative paucity of the Cahill archive.
Absolutely no need; from that archive
and numerous interviews, he has created
a biography of vintage quality. exemplary
in its nose for the orthodoxies and
idiosyncracies of a classic Australian
bloke,

It should be on the library shelves of
every university in Australia, especially
the Catholic pnes. It shnuld be read
particularly by the new class of career
politicians to remind them that the true
meaning of grass-roots politics is not to
be found in snrveys or opinion polls but
in streets and workplaces.

Among those whose help Golding
acknowledges are Franco Belgiorno-
Nettis, Bob Carr. Peter Coleman, Barrie
Unsworth and JB (Johno) Johnson
who supplies a foreword which mixes
emotion with succinct appreciation.

Here is a quintet with the clom w0
ensure that a bust of Joe Cahill (and
architect Joern Utzon?) should he
created for placement in the Sydney
Opera House alongside that of Eugene
Goosens.

I MacDoNaLp is the pen-name of a well-known
Svdnev ournalisy
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