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Introduction. 
The Crypt itself is a mirror of the pioneer history of the Congregation. Its 

excavation preceded the beginning as it were and the column of rough masonry 
flanking the door of entry is a relic of a buttress of the sacristy of the original 
building. Within the Crypt and beneath the pavement of the Sanctuary there 
lie within a vault the remains of three founding fathers, Fathers Therry, Powell, 
McEncroe ; two reigning Archbishops, Polding and Vaughan; an auxiliary 
Bishop, Davis, and the first Cardinal, Moran. Not far away in a side chapel 
Archbishop Kelly completes the sequence. The destined last resting place of 
the Australian Cardinal may be easily discovered. 

The sandstone altar is a monument to Archbishop John Bede Polding on 
which may be seen his coat of arms along with that of the Benedictine Con­
gregation. 

Mosaic is the predominant design of the marble flooring and in due time a 
reproduction of a classical oil painting of Our Lady in mosaic is planned to 
dominate the Crypt from the wall behind the altar. 

The inspiration of the graceful mosaic pattern of the pavement is Marian. 
Inside the main portals a large medallion portrays creation, and within the 
wider theme the fashioning of Eve foreshadows the role of the Second Eve, 
Mary. Smaller circles in due procession up the nave receive their inspiration 
from the titles of Our Lady which make up her litany. 

The exquisite scroll work derives from the Book of Kells, the contribution of 
Ireland's greatest period of Art, the ninth century, to Christian culture. 

First Section of Exhibits 
Documents of the period from the Foundation until the death of Archbishop 

Vaughan (1883). These are to be found displayed in the space covered by the 
Sanctuary and are numbered and described on cards. 

Second Section 
Looking down the Nave you will see the divisions between the various 

religious Congregations and their presentations of the work in which they 
have been occupied as they developed in the Sydney area. 
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On your right in th number one b y Th L gion of ry nd the Society 
of Our dy of Lourdes h e set up a combined t 11 thus emphasizing the 
importance of the dedication of the other hur h to Our L dy, Help of 
Chri tians. 

e t to them, ne pay tribute to the Irish hristian Brothers who first 
opened up s hool in Sydney in 1843. Thi found tion was not to la t, but in 
later years the Brothers returned to con olidate them e] es. 

The Missionaries of the S cred Heart and the M ri t F thers blaz d the 
trail in the Pacific Island and evidence of their I bour nd ufferings i to be 
found in bays numbers 3 and 4. 

ext to them are to be seen the exhibit of the Mari t Brothers, nd then 
outside the Archives the Catholic Historical Society h arranged its treasures, 
including the extensive library of books ritten around the history of the 
Church. Arrangements may be made for scholars to e amine more closely 
particular books inside the Archives Room. 

Nearby is the display from St. Patrick's College, Manly where the main 
library of rare and valuable volumes are housed. 

Southern Side 

Moving across the nave at the main entrance to the Crypt we see the exhibit 
of the Franciscan Fathers. 

Joining them, The Sisters of the Good Samaritan, a foundation of Archbishop 
Pol ding and the first native Australian Congregation, provide interesting relics 
of early days. 

The Mercy Sisters (Monte branch), are visited next. Their Congregation 
came to Western Australia in the forties and later spread to Queensland, Goul­
burn and Sydney. 

The Sisters of Mother Mary McKillop, called the Sisters of St. Joseph of the 
Sacred Heart, were founded in Penola, South Australia, but only found security 
and growth after Archbishop Vaughan had welcomed them to his Archdiocese. 
Their development is a saga in all truth. Their exhibit is appropriately enough 
situated next to the Sisters of Charity, already quite senior in Sydney for many 
years when the sister congregations took root. Particular tribute will always 
be due to the Daughters of Mary Aikenhead for their care of the historical 
records which accompanied their pioneer work in Australia in the fields of 
social work and education. There is no more rewarding way for visitors to 
consume whatever time remains to their pilgrimage into the past than to browse 
among their vast collection. 

The Central Tables 

On these are displayed the various collections coming from Benedictine 
Nuns, formerly of Subiaco and from the archiepiscopal residences of the 
Cathedral and Manly. 
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Tribute to the Cardinal 
A special area has been set aside to commemorate the retirement of Cardinal 

Gilroy and all the incidents of his rule, culminating in the visit of His Holiness, 
Pope Paul. Collections of photographs, and objects associated with Cardinal 
Moran and Archbishop Kelly are grouped with this section. 

History in Pictures 
On the Southern wall the Cathedral collection of paintings, sketches and 

photographs is being shown. 

Documents on Exhibition 

1. Permission of Protestant Bishop 6. Address to people of Ireland 
of Ossory, Ireland calling for rising 

to on 
ISABELLA McLOUGHLIN 23.5.'98 

to instruct children 
of 7. Consignment Popish parents of 25.5.1801 FR. HAROLD 

to 
2. Permission of Governor King Hulk " Lively" 

to 12.2.1879 
FR. JAMES DIXON 

to 
8. Sketch of Vinegar Hill celebrate Mass 

5.3.1803 IRELAND 

3. Letter of Fr. James Harold 9. Sketch of Michael Dwyer 

to nephew 
from From the 

Norfolk Island Subiaco Collection - 10-20 
Jan. 8th-1803 

10. Relics of 

4. 2 Letters Martyrs of Compiegne 

to 
UNCLE FR. JAMES HAROLD 11. Chasuble of 

from Fr. Campion, S.J. 
WILLIAM HAROLD 

Lisbon-1800 
12. Embroidery of 

5. Letter of Rev. T. Roche 
Catherine of Aragon 

P.P. Ferns 
13. Pol ding Mitres on 

Life of FR. JAMES DIXON 
1888 14. Watch 
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15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

21. 

Table Silv r 

Vestm nts 

Lavabo Set 

Heart of Bishop Davis 

Chalice of Bishop Da i 

Missal of Bishop Davis 

Chalice Pewter 
1740 

Parish of Galway 

22. Chalice 
inscribed 

St. Vincent's Convent 
Potts Point 

23, 24, 25 Chalices 

26. Snuff Box 
DR. POLDING 

27. Silver Box 
of 

REV. J. P. COOKE 
1854 

28. Gold Quill 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

Souvenir of Opening 
of 

BENDIGO CATHEDRAL 

Gold Quill 
Souvenir of Leo XIII 

presented to 
CARDINAL MORAN 

2 Sanctus Bells 

Episcopal Cross 

Metal Plaque 
ARCHBISHOP 

TOBIAS KIRBY 
1.1.1804-20.1.95 

33. 1 Plaque 
offin) 

AR HBISHOP POLDI G 

34. Found tion PI que 
dditions to t. M ry 

25 . .1 61 

35. PI que 
re k of 

.M.S. Adler 
In Api Harbour 

36. Iri h r bel proclairned 
179 

37. Old sketch of 
ydney Town 

38. CR TS PRESE T D 
by Queen of Spain 

39. Desk of Lord el on 

40. Cope and Hood 

41. (Booklet on History of) 
ST. MARY S ATHEDRAL, 

SYDNEY (1890) 

42. Booklet on 
ST. MARY'S CATHEDRAL, 

SYD EY 
(Memoir of destruction by fire, 

1865) 

43. Thornton Letter - Describes 
How Register Records Saved at 

1865 Fire 

44. OLD ST. MARY S 
(Papers from Australian His­

torical Society, 1913) 

45. Father s Dixon s gravestone 

46. Petition for a priest, 1792. 
(Six signatures) 



47. Letter of Fr. O'Flynn to Arch­
bishop of Dublin re future 

priests. 

48. Letter of Fr. Courfield des­
cribing Fr. Dixon. 

49. 1790. Memorandum re sending 
priests to Sydney 

50. St. Phillip's Church (Anglican) 
First in Australia 

51. Therry Era 
Foundation Document 

of 
Australian Church 

52. Instructions to 

53. 

54. 

55. 

56. 

57. 

58. 

59. 

60. 

FRS. THERRY & CONOLLY 

Faculties for 
FR. THERRY 

from 
Bishop Slater of Mauritius 

Permit to 
Solelnnize Marriages 

Meeting to erect 
Chapel 

Invitation to 
Dinner 

Acceptance of Invitation 
to lay Foundation Stone 

of 
St. Mary's 

R. Therry's letter 
re 
57 

Macquarie 
acknowledges 

Macquarie sends 
additional six pounds 
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61. 

62. 

63. 

64. 

65. 

66. 

67. 

68. 

69. 

70. 

71. 

72. 

73. 

Application 
to offer Mass 

at 
Parramatta 

Reply to 61. 

Macquarie 
refuses to accept 

informal application 
for marriage 

List of 
Su bscriptions 

List of 
Subscriptions 
Non-Catholic 

List of 
Subscriptions 

1824 

Letter of 
Fr. Conolly to Fr. Therry 

W. C. Wentworth 
to 

Therry 

Letters of 
filen condemned 

Letters of 
gaoler Kelly 

Memorial of 
J. J. Therry 

1833 

Memorial of 
Polding 

for 
J. J. Therry 

Last letter of Macquarie 
Fr. Therry's Diary 





93. Colonial Secretary 104. Liverpool 
to Parish Register 

Fr. Power 
15.7.1828 

105. Campbelltown 
Parish Register 

94. Donation of 
Mr. R. Therry 

24.12.1829 106. "Australian Chronicle" 

95. Application of 107. "Express" 
Fr. Therry 

to 
Colonial Secretary 108. "Freeman's Journal" 

96. Appeal to public for 109. "Catholic Press" 
Donations 
24.2.1834 

110. Hobart 

97. Ready's donation 
of 111. Report to 

a cow Propaganda 
to 1842 

Building Fund on 
State of the Mission 

98. Comments on 
the unfinished building 112. Letter from 

by Polding 
"Gleaner" to 

Makinson 
12.6.1865 

99. Fr. Conolly's 
Entries 

113. Copy of "Assertions" 
forwarded to Rome 

100. Fr. Therry's by 
Register certain laymen 

101. Parramatta 114. Dr. Polding 
with dies 

Kincumber intestate 
Parish Register 

115. Polding's 
102. St. Mary's Register Coat of Arms 

103. McDonalds Creek 116. List of 
Parish Register First 2000 Priests 
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117. MeDon Id s River 127. Letter of 
Photos Archbishop V ughan 

to 
Boland 

118. Fr. Woofrey s re Appeal for 
Crucifix St. M ry's 

119. Document of Fr. Colin 128. Letter of Marist Superior 20.11.1840 
Archbishop Vaughan to Fr. Anthony Gavin 

from sending him to New Zealand 
St. John's ollege 

120. Passport 
of 129. Marriage Dispensation 

Bishop Pol ding 

121. Life of Fr. Monnier, S.M. 130. Will 
of 

Archbishop Vaughan 
122. Ordination Certificate 

of 
Fr. Lovat 131. Last Statement 

of 

123. Scrapbook Archbishop aughan 
of of the state of C. Fitzpatrick the Diocese 

124. Letter of Ambrose Fitzpatrick 
to Cardinal Moran testifying to 132. Agreement 
the place where the Consecrated to 
Host was left by Fr. O'Flynn. print 1000 copies 

of 
Vaughan s 

125. Letter of 
"Life of St. Thomas Aquinas ' 

acknowledgement 
by 

Vaughan to Rome 133. Vaughan s ideas 
of on future of 

his appointment Sydney Benedictines 

126. Letter of 
Archbishop Vaughan 134. Condolence 

to of 
Maguire Rev. Osborn (Methodist) 

re Appeal for on 
St. Mary's death of Vaughan 

8 



WAITE Be BULL PTY LIMITED, SYDNEY 


	Books_0_381_L
	Books_0_381_R
	Books_0_382_R
	Books_0_383_L
	Books_0_383_R
	Books_0_384_L
	Books_0_384_R
	Books_0_385_L
	Books_0_385_R
	Books_0_386_L
	Books_0_387_L

