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FINDING LEO



THESIS IN A 
NUTSHELL

• Defended in 1985 at the 

Angelium in Rome

• Published in 1987

• Seeks to provide a fresh 

account of the duties of the 

local prior in the Augustinian 

order by reconciling the 

Order’s Constitutions of 1968 

with the new Code of Canon 

Law (1983)





AROUND 13 COPIES WORLDWIDE

• University of Sydney Library

• Villanova University

• Radboud University; University Library

• Pontificia Università Gregoriana

• Universidad Pontificia de Salamanca

• Saint Paul University Library

• The Matthew Jacoby Library in the Divine Word 

College in Iowa

• The Universitätsbibliothek der Eberhard Karls 

Universität in Tübingen

• Biblioteca Egidiana in Tolentino

• Pontificia Università Urbaniana

• Pontificia Università San Tommaso d'Aquino 

(Angelicum)





PREVOST AND 
SYDNEY

• In 2002, Prevost visited 

Australia as newly elected Prior 

General

• 50th anniversary of the 

Australian Province of the 

Augustinians

• Prevost mainly stayed in 

Brisbane, but he apparently 

visited Sydney at the conclusion 

of his trip





AN ECCLESIOLOGICAL MANIFESTO?

Me (ABC): “an ecclesiological manifesto”

Brendan Towell (NCR): The thesis “could now offer valuable insight into the kind 

of pope he will be”

Ruth Graham, Elizabeth Dias & Jason Horowitz (NYT): the thesis provides “hints 

to how he may lead a global church in the next phase of its long history”

Thomas White OP: “It is not really feasible to predict or foretell from the youthful 

doctoral work of a future pope how and in what way that pontiff might govern” (p. xxxi)



STRUCTURE OF THE THESIS

• Introduction

• Chapter 1. The Superior’s Role of Service to the Community

• Chapter 2. The Authority of the Local Prior

• Chapter 3. The Office of Local Prior

• Chapter 4. The Munus Docendi

• Chapter 5. The Munus Sanctificandi

• Chapter 6. The Munus Regendi

• Conclusion



GENESIS OF THE THESIS

• Prevost was commissioned to research the role of the local prior by the 

Orer’s General Chapter of 1983

• Apostolic letter Ecclesiae sanctae of 1966 called upon all religious institutes to 

revise their constitutions and to restore their original charisms

• Augusitnians began this work already in 1959 and published the revised 

constitutions in 1968 at Villanova

• But the Church’s revised Code of Canon Law was published only in 1983

• How to reconcile the Order’s Constitutions and this new code?



RELIGIOUS AUTHORITY IN A POST-
VATICAN II WORLD

• ”Values have changed, there is a new understanding of the dignity of 
each person, and a new age of personalism has been born. Obedience 
as blind submission to the will of another is no longer accepted, and 
authority at all levels has been challenged, with claims that promote the 
values of human liberty and democracy but do not accept or 
understand the Church’s standpoint on authority and obedience.” (p. 4)

• “You know how among the Gentiles those who seem to exercise 
authority lord it over them; their great ones make their importance 
felt. It cannot be like that with you. Anyone among you who aspires to 
greatness must serve the rest; whoever wants to rank first among you 
must serve the needs of all. (Mark 10:42-44), cited on p. 40



LEADERSHIP AS SERVICE

• “The superior for his part must not think himself fortunate in his exercise of 

authority but in his role as one serving you in love.” Augustine, Regula, Chapter 

7

• “Each Brother should be treated as a mature individual who has freely chosen 

the Augustinian way of life”. Constitutions of the Order of Saint Augustine (as 

cited by Prevost)



POTESTAS DOMINATIVA

• Code of Canon Law 1917: Canon 501. Superiores et Capitula, ad normam 

constitutionum et iuris communis, potestatem habent dominativam in 

subditos; in religione autem clericali exempta, habent iurisdictionem 

ecclesiasticam tam pro foro interno, quam pro externo.

• Code of Canon Law 1983: Canon 596. §1 Superiors and Chapters of institutes 

have that authority over the members which is defined in the universal law and 

in the constitutions. §2 In clerical religious institutes of pontifical right, 

Superiors have in addition the ecclesiastical power of governance, for both the 

external and the internal forum.



PUBLIC AND PRIVATE POWER

• “One more important influence is key to this study, and that regards 
the terminology that has been adopted by the Church in its juridical 
understanding of its authority. in the eleventh and twelfth centuries, as 
canonists began the systematization of the laws of the Church, they turned to 
Roman law as one of their sources. In addition, the various ecclesiastical laws 
promulgated prior to this time were heavily influenced by Roman law. Thus, it 
was during this period that the distinction first came about between potestas 
iurisdictionis and potestas ordinis. Jurisdiciton (from ius dicere) was a power 
conferred by the Church, a power to govern. Eventually, distinctions were 
made between public and private power, power of jurisdiction and the potestas 
dominativa, etc.” (pp. 42-43, note)



SUÁREZ ON POTESTAS DOMINATIVA

• Id ostenditur de potestate dominativa. — Has ergo duas potestates habet 
etiam Societatis Praelatus. De prima aliquid in superioribus diximus, libro 
tertio, cap. quarto, numero decimo quarto, cum ostendimus Societatem 
acquirere verum ac proprium jus in scholares, qui ci se tradunt per tria vota 
substantialia religionis; unde a fortiori sequitur idem esse de professis et de 
coadjutoribus. Deinde haec potestas nascitur radicaliter ex ipsis 
subditis; requirit autem acceptationem auctoritate Apostolica 
factam. Utrumque autem in Societate intervenit : est ergo in ipsa Societate 
hoc dominium, quod ipsa per electionem transfert, quoad administrationem, in 
Praepositum Gcneralem, a quo ad alios Superiores postea emanat. 

• Suárez, De virtute et statu religionis, tractatus 10, liber 4, cap. 12, no.3



A THEOLOGY OF LISTENING

• “Theologically, an Augustinian community is an attempt to reconstitute the 

conditions of the first Christian community as described in the Acts of the 

Apostles and as adopted by Augustine in his Rule. In this community, authority 

is service, and that service is rendered within a context of listening to what the 

Spirit is saying in His people so that His projects can be carried out freely and 

willingly. The Prior then is called to listen, so that together they can discern and 

implement what the Spirit inspires. This theology of listening as the Spirit 

welds the group into community provides a framework within which 

the Chapter’s authority can be understood.”



PROCEDURE AND PROTOCOL

• “Some argue that, based upon canon 119, the Prior can cast the deciding vote, but only after two 
ballots have already been taken […]

• This argument would affirm that a Prior can vote, not because he is a member of his Council, but 
because he is the presiding officer, and that, therefore, after the second attempt, if a tie vote still 
results, he may cast the deciding vote.

• A second argument is, in effect, the exact opposite: a Prior cannot vote with his Council, nor can 
he break a tie vote even after the second ballot. This opinion is based on the following: a Prior is 
not a member of his Council. The reason for the Council’s existence is to give advice to the Prior; 
it makes no sense that the Prior advise himself in this context. […]

• A third opinion on this question claims that the superior can break a tie vote, and moreover, if so 
determined in the constitutions, the superior can even vote as a member of the council. Primary 
support for this position is given by the fact that the Congregation for Religious and Secular 
Institutes has approved the constitutions of many different groups which express that the superior 
is a member of his or her council with the right of vote, as well as the presiding officer. 14 The fact, 
too, that the number of counselors is almost always even leads to the conclusion that a tie vote 
can be avoided by the decisive vote of the superior..” （pp. 149-150)



CONTINUING THEMES: MAGNIFICA 
HUMANITAS

• “In reality, it stems from a Church that walks alongside humanity, recognizing 

the autonomy of earthly realities and the distinction between ecclesial and 

political communities. Indeed, it is for this very reason that she strives to serve 

the common good.” (§18)

•

• “[The Church] recognizes today’s questions and challenges as the current 

setting in which to carry out her particular vocation of listening, dialogue and 

service, and of being responsive to everything concerning the lives of 

contemporary men and women.” (§19)


	Slide 1: Pope Leo XIV's Canon Law Thesis on Leadership in the Augustinian Order,
	Slide 2: Finding leo
	Slide 3: Thesis in a Nutshell
	Slide 4
	Slide 5: Around 13 COPIES Worldwide
	Slide 6
	Slide 7: Prevost and Sydney
	Slide 8
	Slide 9: An ECCLESIOLOGICAL manifesto?
	Slide 10: Structure of the thesis
	Slide 11: Genesis of the thesis
	Slide 12: Religious Authority in a Post-Vatican II World
	Slide 13: LEADERSHIP AS SERVICE
	Slide 14: Potestas dominativa
	Slide 15: Public and Private power
	Slide 16: SuÁrez on Potestas dominativa
	Slide 17: A Theology of Listening
	Slide 18: PROCEDURE AND PROTOCOL
	Slide 19: CONTINUING THEMES: MAGNIFICA HUMANITAS

